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The End of the Labor Cabinet

L A

Wall Street Cracks the Whip and MacDonald Jumps

L A J

The second Labor party government of
England has pased into limbo, and its
departure will not be marked by the
glightest feeling of regret by any class
conscious worker. For twenty-six months,
it limped along on the unsteady crutch
supplied it by the sufferance of the Lib-
eral party votes. The unemployment
problem which it undertook to solve
when it assumed office has not only been
left without solution, but has increased
in magnitude and acuteness. The work-
ers’ standard of living which it so nobly
promised to preserve, has sunk to a
lower level—no struggle of resistance to
wage cuts met with anything but a frown
and implicit sabotage from the statesmen
of the Second International. If the In-
dian workers and peasants did not suffer
more than they did under an imperialist
regime of blood and iron, it was not
for lack of willingness on the part of
his majesty’s most loyal socialists—
Laborite bullets and police clubs were
distributed just as freely among the In-
dians striving for freedom as they were
in the wildest days of any Tory gov-
ernment.

If anything, the second appearance of
the MacDonald minstry surpassed the
first only in the vileness of its servility
to imperialism. The kindest thing that
can be said about its record in power 1s
that it was just one shade less revolting
than the praises sung for it in the United
States by Norman Thomas, Oswald Vil-
lard, and the refined gentlemen of the
same kidney.

MacDonald and the Dole

The Labor government was shivered on
the reef of a distinctly class issue. The
official register for unemployed on Aug-
ust 10 showed a figure more than double
that registered when “laber” came to
power. Far from diminishing in bulk,
unemployment has come to stricken Eug-
lish economy to stay. Canute could eas-
fer command the waves of the sea to
recede than MacDonald could decrease
the number of jobless or figure out a
“good” way of solving the problem. Out
of the $600,000,000 deficit estimated for
the next budget, some $20,000,000 was
calculated as the sum the government
would have to advance, nominally as a
“loan” to the unemployment insurance
fund—the dole—but actually as a sub-
gidy. 'The dole, which was originally
conceived as a “self-sustaining” institu-
tion has been met for almost nine years
by a permanent government contribu-
tion. EButirely unwilling and unable to
cut the Gordian knot with a socialist
sword, the idol of the social democracy
proposed to solve the problem in as reac-
tionary a manner as any “objective”
Tory would endorse: Cut the wretchedly
inadequate dole by ten percent. Cut the
paltry wages of the civil service em-
ployees. INrect a reactionary tariff wall
—ten percent—largely affecting food-
stuffs which the worker pays for and
consumes. That will balance the budget
and cover the deficit.

And balanced it had to bLe, for the pot-
entates of Wall Street had cra.cked the
whip! Gone is Britannia's pride and
power and glory. When 'Wall Street
cracks the whip, the MacDonulds‘ dance,
even if the prouder and more aristocra-
tic Chamberlains only shuft‘l'e around
stiffly. Since July, the gold \v1thdra\Yals
from England to France and the Ul}lted
Staes have taken on serious proportions.
To meet the pressure thus created upon
it, the Bank of England was compelled
to borrow a quarter of a Lillion dollars,
cqually divided between the Bank of
France and the United States Federal
Reserve Bank. But these credits fld-
vanced to sustain the price of sterling
bills has been almost completely ex-
hausted. More credits must be secured
to maintain the fragile par quotation for
sterling. And where are they to come
from if not from the United States? But
the New York Federal Reserve Ba'nk,
already deeply enough involved p(‘)hte-
1y referred its humble client to ‘“private
bankers”. Under this term is concealefl
the name of the House of Morgan, Bri-
tain's fiscal agent in the United States
for decades. But before another penny
is to be advanced to England, the Am-
erican bankers demanded guarant'ee.;.
Balance the budget! To make it pla.m.er,
if it were not plain enough, the British
banks elucidated: Cut the dole, c_ut
wages—cover the d.eﬁcit.with the strip-
ped hide of the proletariat.

The Collapse of the Cabinet

But the hide of the proletariat is not
so lightly stripped. How strong .the rf:-
sentment of the British proletariat 1is
against MacDonald’s brutal “econom.y
plans”, proceeds clearly from the split
in the Labor party’s ranks. Labor cheap-
jacks of every description, trom.the
«Left” wing leaders of the trade unions
to the reactionary Henderson, cut loose
from MacDonald only out of fear that
the workers might cut loose from them
go violently as to end in the camp of
Bolshevism. Unable therefore, to stand
pat with a united cabinet, the MacDon-
ald ministry has fallen, cut to pieces
by American imperialism. A new cabinet
h#ts been patcliedup, composed of all
the parties, from Baldwin to MacDonald.
Why does the latter remain prime min-
ister instead of turning the office over
to the fo mer? Because the tenture of
office of new cabinet is confined to
the periov 3cessary for executing thfz

sremptor- aands of the Yankee oli

garchs. Only the humble, plebian, ¢hrist-
ian MacDonald is low enough to execute
so menial and humiliating a task. It is
too debasing a job for the high-born Sir
Neville Chamberlaing, aristocratic Lord
Irwins and Sir Samuel Hoares, or even
country squires like Baldwin. A fine
role for the socialist statesman of the
new order! Yet why not? If one must
act as a footstool to imperialism, why
not crawl under the feet of the mightiest
imperialism in the world?

It will not be for long. Four weeks
or four months, and MacDonald’s day
is done, perhaps never to return to that
position again. Feeling is running high
against him in the ranks of his own
party. The men whom only yesterday he
threatened with expulsion from the Labor
party are now joined with others to
threaten him, MacDonald, and Snowden
with the same measure. The mood of
the working masses is unmistakable.
Nothing but a high tide sweeping towards
the Left could wash so inveterate a re-
actionary as Hendreson away from his
moorings. From now on and for a long
time, every day will be field day for his
demagogues and windjammers in the Bri-
tish labor movement. Every rogue, ev-
ery former henchman of MacDonald,
every c¢lever artificer of phrases will
seek to capitalize on the growing dis-
contentment of the workers. Far and
away in the lead in this despicable game
—it is not difficult to foretell-—will be
the Maxtons and the Wheatleys and the
Citrines who themselves crawled out of
the MacDonald swamp only the day be-
fore. A tragedy, too. For there is no
doubt that these ILeft wing I. L. P. cx-
perts in radical talk and timid inaction
(to say nothing of outright treason at
the “proper time”) will reap the rich
harvest of proletarian dissatisfaction, of
working class antagonism to MacDonald
and his “new economy”, of working class
desire and demand for militant action—
the rich harvest which the Communists
should reap, but which they appear to be
still incapable of even approaching.

Over this whole vast canvas of events,
which will still unroll before us in all
their enormous economic and political
consequences for England and the rest
of the world, the Communist party is
not to be found occupying the place
which logically belongs to it. Its name
is not even mentioned. It lies some-
where in an obscure corner—groggy,
crippled and bleeding from the thousand
wounds which a cruelly irresponsible
bureaucracy in the Comintern has infliet-
ed upon it for six years. What a hor-
rible price is being paid for the victories
of Stalinism. .

—MAX SHACITMAN.

>4 lentucky Miners Frameds
1S On Erial In Pennsylvania

Wnity of Comflicting Defemnse

Before the echoes of the big strikes in
Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Ken-
tucky have died out, and while the rum-

blings of new anti-starvation rebellions

are being heard again in the coal fields,
miners by the dozens are being dragged
into coal operators’ courts to be rail-
roaded to the electric chair or to long
terms of imprisonment. The coal barons
thirst for vengeance upon the miners who
dared to fight against the dreadful exploi-
tation to which they were submnitted.
Their thirst will be slaked only when
the corrupt judges have put through the
frame-up charges and send the mine
militants to death in the electric chair
or to a living death in prison.

In Ilarlan, Kentucky, the grand jury
is still in session and continues to turn
out one indictment for murder after an-
other. The thirty-four miners who are
up for trial in connection with killings
that occurred last May at Evarts with
four fatalities, now have more than a
hundred indictments issued against them.
A new legal assassination is being plan-
ned by the Kentucky barons of coal and
their judical serfs. This time it is to
be executed with dispatch and on a
mass scale so that there may be less
opportunity to arouse a powerful work-
ers’ protest movement in time. The
prosecution is fully determined to send
the 34 coal miners to the electric chair.

18 on Trial in Washingtion

In Washington, Pa., the trial of an-
other 18 miners has begun. Were it
not for the tragic implications of the
case, its farcical aspects would assert
themselves. In this principality of coal
and steel, the jury was selected secrat-
ly. The defense attorney was not even
given the right to question prospective
jurors. Defense representatives who
merely attempted to copy the names of
tHe jurors, were run out of the courtroom.
Press representatives, at least of the
Daily Worker and the Federated Press,
are refused admittance to the court ses-
sions which are held in virtuwally star
chamber style. The most despicable fea-
ture of the whole trial, which may end
with five years terms for each of the
defendantg involved is the fact that loom-
ing directly behind the prosecution are
the two principal officials of the Pitts-
burgh district of the United Mine Work-
ers of America, Pat Fagan and I’hil Mur-
ray, two men who have grown fat on

Half-Hearted Stalinist About Face
On Issue of Credits to Soviet Union

For the first time since the leader of
the Communist party, Earl Browder con-
demned as “social fascism" the proposal
of the Left Opposition that the Com-
munists demand long-term credits to the
Soviet Union as an aid to the Five Year
Plan in Russia and to the unemployed
here, we find an obscure, shame-faced
and devitalized adoption of the idea by
the Stalinist bureaucracy. According to
the Daily Worker of August 23, 1931, the
last of 12 demands presented to the
New York City administration by the Uun-
employed Councils of Greater New York
is the following: “The city administra-
tion shall recommend to the Federal Gov-
ernment establishment of more favorable
trade relations with the Soviet Union.”

Such a pitiful attempt to smuggle a

third of the idea distorted at that, into
the official movement, by the back door
will never do. What do ‘“more favor-
able trade relations” mean? They mean
first of all the demand for Soviet re-
cognition by the U. 8., and even more
than that, the immediate extension of
hundreds of milliong of dollars, in the
form of long-term credits, to Russia, en-
abling it to purchase machinery badly
needed at the present time, which will,
in turn require the opening of numer-
ous factories for work on the machinery
ordered. They can mean nothing else,
and the Unemployed Councils and :the

whole Left wing movement must say so
openly and loudly. We are not so much
concerned with having Mayor Walker and
Co. “recommend to the Ifederal Govern-
ment” the execution of this plan. What
the Communists must do is to initiate
the most extensive movement possible for
the plan, throughout the ranks of the
working class, in unicns, among the un-
employed. That is the way to make the
demand powerful. There is an oppor-
tunity to connect the needs of the nun-
employed coneretely with the Soviet need
for credits and machinery. There is a
magnificent opportunity to have the
workers demand that at least some ot
the hundreds of millions of dollars ad-
vanced by the U. 8. to bolster up the
collapsing capitalist systems of Germany,
England, etc., shall be diverted as cred-
its to the workers’ republic.

The proposal of the Left Opposition
has been sabotaged by Browder and Co.
for two reasons: first, it involves a re-
futation of their fantastic theory of na-
tional socialism; secondly, it originated
with the Opposition. No other argument
has even been advanced against the idea
and the need for a national (and inter-
national) campaign for it. The obscure,
timid demand of the New York Unem-
ployed Councils is one smull step in the
right direction.

their betrayals of the coal miners for
years gone by.

It was at a meeting in Canonsburg
about a month ago that striking miners
came to a Fagan meeting at which e
was trying to act his rele of scab herd-
er as best he could under the circum-
stances. Surrounded though he was by
his armed thugs, Fagan got the short
end of the stick in a struggle that took
place. As a result of the fight, the eigh-
teen defendants, led by Leo Thompson,
one of the most active strike organizers,
have been indicted for conspiracy, unlaw-
tful assembly and inciting to riot. not
to speak of assault and Lattery. They
will have the “consolation” of knowing
that besides the coal cperators standinz
behind the prosecution, the official
spokesmen of the A. F. ¢f L. bureau-
cracy is giving all the aid and comfort
it can to the state’s forces.

Harlan and Washington—these are the
two group cases of frame-up victims

which stand out most prominently in the
class war in the coal fields. They are
not the only ones, for there are dozens
of smaller cases being fought in almost
every section of the active mining ter-
ritory. But they are the most dramatic
examples of the determination of the coal
barons and their court to railroad fight-
ing workingmen to the electric chair or
to years of imprisonment.

And unless the whole working class
is immediately aroused to a compreheun-
sion of the imminency of the danger to
these fighters, the records will contain
another victory for capitalist class jus-
tice. KEvery minute lost now is a min-
ute that cannot be regained. In beth
cases, the plan of the prosecution is a
swift trial, swift execution ¢f sentence.
They are dominated by the fear of a
rising protest movement. Such a move-
ment must really swell to such propor-
tions that it will destroy the malevolent
plans of the prosecution.

Bureaucrats Sabotage United Front
in Chicago Jobless Conference

CHICAGO.—

Immediately after the latest terroristic
campaign (murder of four unemployed)
of the Chicago bosses and landlords to
crush the growing unemptoyment move-
ment, two leaflets came out. One was
irom the Chicago district committee, the
Communist party; the oeher issued by
the Chicago branch of the Communist
League of America (Opposition).

The party bureaucrats’ utter inability
to analyze a struggle correctly, and cor-
rectly to lead the workers in times of
tense situations, showed itself very clear-
ly in their leaflet—their main demands
heing “We demand death penalty for the
murderers of the workers” and “arrest
of the policeman and Lieutenant Hardy
who shot the workers.”

Verily, verily, verily. One can imagine
a muddle-headed person demanding that
the capitalist policeman arrest themselveg
for carrying out their duties as blue-
coats in upholding the rights of capitalist
property. One can imagine an ignorant
worker or a hypocritical politician de-
manding that the capitalist judges give
the “death penalty” to those who are
enforcing the bosses’ laws and main-
taining capitalist order. But certainly
you would think that even a Pioneer
would know better—let alone a Com-
munist a party officinl, or the District
Committee.

The Chicago branch of the Communist
League (Opposition) immediately came
out in leaflets (quoted verbatim in Aug.
15th issue of the Militant) and open air
meetings pointing out the urgenecy of im-
mediately organizing a genuine united
front movement of all Chicago working
class organizations in order effectively to
protest against the boss’ murders, in or-
der to resist the bosses terrorism, to
expose the smoke-screen of the “Red
scare” and in order to wage effectively
the struggled of the employed and the
unemployed for the six-hour day, im-
mediate relief, etc.

The objective conditions have forced
the party oflicials to accept certain of the
Opposition’s unemployment proposals, as
witness the United Front Unemployment
Conference held August 16th at the Peo-
ple’s auditorium in Chicago. This Un-
employment Conference was a prelimin-
ary one, so to speak, having two pur-
poses: (1) to organize all possible forces
in preparation for the September 13th
Conference so that delegates are present
from all possible working class orgaui-
ztiaons in Cook County and (2) to elect
a delegation of 25 to present the de-
mands of the Unemployed Councils to
Governor Emerson’s fake Rielief Commit-
tes.

This is what happened. Rybicki who
had physically forced Hugo Oehler away
from the hall entrance but a short time
before, opened the United I'ront Unem-
ployment Conference in the name of the
T. U. U. L. and assisted in electing the
chairman, vice-chairman and secretary.
Slips of paper were passed around wilth

(Continued on page 4)

Meoevements Needed to Stremngthen the Struggle

The protest movement must have the
widest possible foundation and scope.
Throughout the -country, the Left wing
must be in the fore to assemble all the
workers’ organizations on a united front
basis so as to spike the game of the
judical assassins. Anybody who places
the separate interests of one group above
the intercsts of the united movement is
playing directly in to the hands of the
prosecution. Unfortunately, there is
more than a tendency to pursue such a
disastrous course. particularly in the
caxe of the Ilarlan miners. The press
of the I. W. W. on the one hand, and of
the I. L. I. and the official party on
the other, are filled with mutual denun-
ciations. EKach claims the cxclusive
“rights” to the defcnse of the Kentucky
victims as though the case were a piece
of private property. Iach makes extra-
vagant charges aguainst the other’s al-
leged endeavor to make sectarian capital
out of the case. The anti-Communist
phobia of the present leaders of the I.
W. W. is no secret. Just as well-known
is the sectarian policy which the I. I,
D. has followed under its present leader-
ship. But to allow such a scandalous-sit-
uation to last for even another day is
to compromise hopelessly the cause of
the endangered miners and the movement
for them that must be built forthwith
No mass movement will be built upon
the basis of petty bickerings between the
rival defense organizations in the in-
terests of a fantastic prestige. The ur-
gent, unpostponable necd of the hour is
a joint defense movement of the 1. W.
W. Defense Committee and the I. T.. D.
We fecl it our duty to say that those
who stand in the way of this joining
of forces, are imperilling the favorable
outcome of the defense!

In the meantime, defense funds are
desperately needed. Money for the I. L.
D. should be sent to its headquarters at
80 East 11th St., Room 430, New" York,
N. Y. The General Defense Committee
of the 1. W. W.. which 15 also ecollect-
ing funds for the Kentucky miners, has
its office at 535 W. Lake Streef, Chicazo,
1. Give generously, and more than
.rhnt, gct swiftly to forge a well-joined
Iron ring of solidarity around the fraiae-
up victims of Washington and Kenuteky.
Do not permit our fichters to burn in

the c¢hair or to rot in the masters’ dun-
geons.

M. Payer Arrested in St. Louis

Just as we go to press, a telegram from
comrade H. I. Goldberg of St. Louis an-
nouuces the break-up of an  Opposition
meeting in that ¢ity and the arrest of
the speaker, comrade Martlin C. Payer.

The meeting was held on the corner of
Broadway and Park under the auspices
of the St Louis branch of the Commun-
ixt League of America (Opposition).
During its course, tlhe police set upon
the meeting and broke it up. Comrade
>ayer. who was on the platform, was
arrested and is now being held for trial
in police court.

The local Opposition comrades intend
to make a strong free speech fight to
compel the St. Louis police to back down

from their high-handed methods. Every

effort will be made to assure the Left
Opposition and all other labor and rev-
olutionary orgunizations (he right to
hold public meetings without the inter-
ference of the police.

As one of the steps in rhe free specch
fight, comrade John Bdwnrds of Chicago
is to speak on Sunday, September 13,
in the Central ILibrary of St. Louis at
S P. M. On the same day. at 2 P. M.,
Ed\va’rds will speak in Staunton, Illinois,
one of the rebel mining sections, Work-
ers in both Staunton and St. Louis are
urgently invited to attend the Kdwards
nmeetings and in particular to help build
and strengthen a movement in St. Louis
against the police hounding of militant
labor meettings and agitators. ‘

Anti-Communist Arrests in Canada

Communist Party Leaders Scized and Held by Dominion Authorities under Sedition Act

Communism in Canada is to be sub-
jected to its first major political trial.
Proceeding on the instructions of the
Attorney-General of Ontario under sec-
tion 98 of the Criminal Code, federal,
provincial and city police officials com-
bined forces August 12, to raid the party
headquarters and effect the arrest of sev-
eral leading members of the Central
Committee. Among the comrades for
whom warrants had been issued ware
Tim Buck, secretary of the Party, M.
Bruce, editor of the Worker; T. Ewan,
secretary of the Workers Unity League
John Boychunk, Tom Hill and Sam Carr.

Bail has been set at $15,000 each. The

September Assizes will determine wheth-
er the Communist party continues itg
semi-legal existence or is forced com-
pletely underground.

Originally enacted by order-in-council
in 1919, the section in question was in-
corporated into the Criminal Code in
1927. It reads as follows: “Any associa-
tion, organization, society cr corporation
whose professed purpose or one of whose
professed purposes is to bring about any
governmental, industrial, or economic
change within Canada by use of force,
violence or physical injury, or which
teaches, advocats, advises or defends
the use of force, violence, terrorisin or

Increase the Spanish Press Fund to 200 Dollars!

From our comrade Henri Lacroix in
Madrid, we have received the following
additional details on the “Trotsky vote”
in Santander about which we spoke in
our last issue:

“The Ixecutive Committee of the
Spanish Communist Opposition, receiving
the adherence of a group of comrades
from Astillero (Santander), received at
the same time the information that some
of the workers voted for comrade Trot-
sky in the last elections to the Consti-
tuent Cortes. The news reaches us af-
ter some delay, for up to this time we
had no friends in Santander.

“ppotsky received 78 workers’ votes.
How did this happen? The C. P. had
presented no candidate in this district
and the local Communists demanded bal-

lots from a neighboring lccality but in
these ballots were inscribed only four
names, whereas the number of candidates
from the district should have been five.
The Communists and sympathizers of
Astillero decided to write in the name
of the founder of the Red Army in the
Communist list. 78 workers who lead
and guide the only labor wunion in Astil-
lero, who voted for Trotsky, told the
Stalinist bureaucrats that Trotsky is
considered by them the soul and the
guide of the world revoltuionary move-
ment. Trotsky, the red soldier of the
proletarian revolution, upon receipt of
the news, hastened to send a friendly
letter of greetings to these comrades.

“The Spanish workers vote for Trot-
sky. The Republicap reactionary gov-

ernment which, after havinz stated from
the lips of it¢ minister for foreign affairs
that it would give Trotsky authorization
to live in Spain, has coma out against
the request for a visa made for our com-
rade and will have to listen to the voice
of the workers. . . .”

The Santander incident is highly symp-
tomatic. It is a straw in the wind. The
future is with the Left Opposition—but
only if it can measure up to the tasks
of the present. Handicapped by lack of
the necessary funds, our comrades have
appealed to the revolutionary militants
throughout the world to lcnd their aid
in the efforts to issue a weekly organ
of the Spanish Left Opposition, an im-
peratively needed antidote to anarcho-

syndicalist poison on tha ana hanAa

Maurinist confusion on the other, and
finally, to Stalinist irrespousibility and
calumny., We arc anxious to send from
the United States a minimum of two
hundred dollars, and we are confident
can be raised. The need is great and
must be met. Funds should be forward-
ed immediately to A. Gonzales, c-o The
Militant, 84 Ilast 10th Strcet New York,
that ‘ith a little extra effort the sum
N. Y.

Additional contributions reccived since
the last issue are as follows:

(All New York): A. Gomez: .10—1In
Comunista: .50—D. B.: 1.00—A. Brand-
mark: .25—John Justin: 25—Sympath-
izer: 3.95—W. H. Hermann: 5.00. Pre-

vious total: $144.76. Grand total to date:

QIKK Q1

rhysical injury to nerson ow nronerty or
threats of such injury, in order to sac-
complixh such change, or for any other
purpose, or which shall by any means
prosecute or pursuc such purpose or pro-
fessed purpose, or shall so teach, advo-
cate, advise or defend shall be an unlaw-
ful organization.” Anyone convicted of
being a member of, or defending such an
organization or having its literature in
his possession may suffer a penalty of
twenty years imprisonment,

Canada in the Crisis

Governmental resort to section 98
marks the culminating point in a policy
of sharpened police repression. Involved
in the common crisis of world capitalism,
economic conditions in the Dominion
have grown progressively worse. Ex-
ports have suffered a catastrophic de-
cline, multitudes of Western farmers are
literally destitute. industrial unemploy-
ment has reached unprecedented dimen-
sions. At the Federal elections that car-
ried him into office, the millionaire leade~
of the C(onservative party promised tao
“take such mensures as will provide for
the giving of work to every man and
woman in this country prepared to
work”, But in the nature of things, the
Bennett Government could as little solve
the problems of capitalist anarchy as the
preceding Liberal regime. Higher cus-
toms tariffs in a world of capitalist
states all engaged in raising trade bar-
riews, can only accentuate the general
chaos. The Imperial Conference which
Mr. Bennett sought to instruct resulted
in mutual insults. The masterly stroke
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The question of trade union policy
today involves primarily the problem of
organizing the unorganized industries
which, in its immediate sense, means the
possibilities and perspectives of the new
industrial union movement. But a cor-
rect approach to this problem must equal-
ly take into account the present position
of the American Federation of Labor and
similar types of existing unions as well
as their future perspectives. The prob-
lem of the former is closely bound up
with a correct attitude toward the lat-
ter.

The vigorous growth of the American
trade union movement and its militant
struggles during the immediate post war
stage of 1919-22 witnessed a change to
a severe downward curve lasting
throughout the period of bourgeois pro-
sperity up until the most recent devel-
opments. Strikes decreased progressive-
ly, both in actual numbers and in num-
bers of participants. The trade unions
deteriorated ideologically, decreased
numerically and became weakened. The
workers were lulled into a false sense
of security. The unions failed entirely
to take advantage of the bourgeois pro-
sperity to strengthen their position. With
the advent of the present world wide
crisis, the heavy unemployment and the
consequent slashing capitalist offensive
upon the working class standard of liv-
ing the A. F. of L. unions had reached
the lowest ebb.

The Prospects for the New Militant
Unions

The prolonged crisis now the out-
standing feature of capitalist economy,
the misery of unemployment and the
drastic reduction of the working class
standard of living is reaching a degree
of pressure which compels the workers
to begin to seek the ways and means
of resistance, and for those who are
unorganized, to begin to seek organi-
zation. In this direction, the first man-
ifestations are today visble in the min-
ing and textile industries. And it is not
at all accidental, as it is precisely here
that the pressure upon the workers has
been the heaviest. 'Dherefore, similar
manifestations may soon be expected in
other industries as the pressure increases.

Thus the first half of 1931, despite
the prevailing growing unemployment:
commences an upward curve in working
class resistance and in militancy within
the labor movement. It records an in-
creae In strike movements. While these
workers are still fighting entirely on
the defensive, what is particularly new
is the fact that, to an increasing degree,
Communist leadership in these develop-
ing struggles is being accepted by the
workers so often betrayed by re-
actionary leaders. On a whole the pre-
sent objection situation marks the pos-
sibilities for the revitalization of the
new union movement and the prospects
for its attaining a mass basis. A factor
wontributing to these prospects is the
more rapid narrowing of the proletarian
basis within the A. F. of L. umions in
recent years, the almost complete de-
struction of the United Mine Workers.
Similarly, the continued absence of
vitality within these unions; their utter
fallure to undertake any actual organ-
ization whatever ampng the unorgan-
ized industries; the proclamation by
Green for the organization of the auto-
mobile industry, which never even reach-
ed a serious discussion stage; the feeble
attempts at organization in the South
which came to naught.

The organization of the unorganized
through building the new industrial uni-
ons stands today more than ever as the
center of gravity. To the Communists, it
must become a serious duty and an
Imperative task, with the further deep-
ening of the economic crisis and the
wage-cutting campaign  the present
trends of resistance will develop into
definite prospects for sharpened class
batles. Even a possible early revival
of capitalist economy could not seri-
ously alter this perspective.On the con-
trary it will make more certain the com-
ing workers’ offensive for a revival can
!)e accomplished only at the cost of heav-
ier burdens upon the workers, Thus, the
prospect for a rising movement is on the
order of the day. In that particularly
lies the favorable objective possibilities
for the new industrial unions,

Should the Communists fail to util-
ize these Possibilities, or to apply the
correct tactics and methods which can
insure successful developments of the
new industrial unions and establish rev-
olutionary leadership, such unions will
be built without the Communists or in
opposition to them. This problem still
hangs in the balance between the alter-
native of revolutionary or reformisi
leadership. The former spells progress;
the latter, defeat to the working class.
In this sense the coming jwriod will be-
come a crucial onec.

The Position and Perspectives of the
A. F. of L. Unions

Since the beginning of the crisis, the
A. F. of L. unions, as well as the inde-
pendent unions of the Railway Brother-
hood type, have been utterly unable to
maintain their gains of the past—mostly
gains easily won. They retreated all
along the line and have given up one
position after another. The very back-
bhone of the craft unions, the building
trades, are facing a growing inability to
maintain their contracted wage scale.
To an ever increasing degree the work-
ers in this and in similar industries,
where the A. F. of L. has its main foot-
hold, are losing their position of craft
privilege due to advancing machine tech-
nique and other causes. But the reason
for deterioration and decline is not only
to be gought in these objective conditions,
since particularly during the most re-
cent period has the role of the leader-

the

ship of the A. F. of L. type of unions
as agents of imperialism, first of all
concerned with the interests of the capi-
talist system, become glaringly manifest.
It has alternated, in conformity to this
position, befween the deceptive policies
of class collaboration and that of out-
right treason to the workers.

Would this present position of the A.
F. of L. type of unions warrant a per-
spective of their uninterrupted deterior-
ation and decline until their passing out
of existence? Does it warrant even a
perspective of a progressively diminish-
ing role of their type of reactionary lead-
ership? On the contrary! To preclude
prospects of revival, expansion and
growth of the A. F. of L. unions, both
in influence and in an organizational
sense, in the face of a period of coming
struggles, would be false. Such pro-
spects can easily materialize by pressure
from two directions. First, by the dir-
ect pressure of the employers upon the
workers to lower their standard of liv-
ing, compelling these workers to seek
organization. Many will undoubtedly
join the ranks of the A. F. of L. unions,
as their first step while in turn the
A. F. of L. unions will be compelled,
at least formally, to adapt themselves
to these new requirements. Secondly,
prospects for expansion and growth can
materialize by outright resurrection at-
tempts, by deals with employers'who may
even give eertain concessions in appear-
ance to A. F. of L. unions, out of fear
of actual growth of the new industrial
unions. That also would spell increasing
force to the role played by the labor
agents of imperialism.

A possibility of expansion and growth
of the A. F. of L. unions embodies the
possibilities of growth of genuine pro-
gressive sentiment and of radicalization
within the membership. For this the
pressure of the slashing capitalist of-
fensive is already laying the basis. The
increasing pressure and growing resist-
ance throws to the forefront a multitude
of problems demanding increasing mili-
tancy to approach a solution. Simul-
taneously, it also terrifically deepens the
chasm of the already great contradictions
between the vital needs of the masses
of the membership and the obstinate re-
action of the leaders. Some results
have already been shown in rank and file
revolts, which prove the absolute need
of, and excellent possibilities for the
organization of the Left wing within
these unions and for conducting the
struggle for Left wing leadership.

However, with the growth of coming
struggles there will also be increased
manifestations within the A. F. of L.
and similar unions of the appearances of
pseudo-progressives. Even the agents of
imperialism in labors’ ranks, in order
to strengthen their bulwark against Com-
munism, -will seek to attract the work-
ers by creating “Left” coverings for
their reactionary policies. In this sense
the Musteites within the A. F. of L., who
are certainly typical of such “Left”
cloaks, may be said to be only the fore-
runners of more definite developments of
this character. But it emphasizes tur-
ther the need of the Communists earn-
estly directing their attention to organ-
izing the genuiné Left wing sentiment.
It is necessary to emphasize again that
this work must go hand in hand with the
central task of organizing the unorgan-
ized workers and building the new in-
dustrial unions.

The Trade Union Policy of the
Lovestone Group

The restatement of a correct policy for
Left wing activities within the A. F. of
L. unions has nothing in common with
the proposals of the Right wing Love-
stone group for a return tc the old un-
ions via the route of desertion of the
Left wing. This has been so much more
clearly demonstrated in their recent
“practical” proposals for such return.
For example, in the New York needle
trades their call upon the workers to
return, if followed, would mean the out-
right liquidation of the Left wing; the
denial of the right to existence of the
Left wing and their return to the bosom
of Schlesinger and his agents, is today
the actual role played by the Lovestone
group. On a similar plane was the call
by this Right wing group in the coal
miners to cease building a new union
and to return to the U. M. U., in the
face of their growing revoit against the
Lewis machine and their growing strug-
gles against starvation conditions. To
return to the Lewis union could mean
nothing else but the betrayal of the min-
ers’ revolt and struggle.

But it is particularly in the recent
developments in the Paterson textile
workers’ strike that the Lovestone group
earns for itself the ineradicable stigma
of absolutely shameless renegacy. Al-
ready so deeply involved in the cunning
schemes of the A. F. of I. bureaucrats,
working here in joint partnership with
the social reformist Musteites who funec-
tion as their “Left” come-ons, the Love-
stone group has completely adopted the
latters’ views toward the Communists
and toward the official party. It sees in
the party’s direction of the N. T. Ww.
nothing but a series of “anti-working
working class acts”, and charges the
party with nothing but disruptive and
splitting activities in the same tone and
spirit that has always characterized the
assaults upon Communism by the A. F.
of L. hierarchy. ' :

The Lovestone group does not at aull
see the Communist party as a party of
the working class whose interests are io-
separably bound up with *those of the
working class, whose role, despite all the
blundering mistakes of the leadership

still is the one of leading scctions of the |

workers in struggle for their vital needs.
Hence it is natural that this group in
the Paterson strike situation, has already

become a part of the anti-Communist
front, part of the machinations to deceive
the workers. In the trade union field,
the Right wing discloses its liquidation-
ist course with particular conclusiveness.

The Status of the New Industrial Unions

A survey of the present status of the
new industrial unions will reveal the
following particularly notably factors:
First, there are the most recent signs of
great prospects available for the devel-
opment and strengthening of these un-
ions, their possibility of actually attain-
ing a union basis and : mass basis.
Secondly, it is necessary to note the
general decline both of organization and
in influence of the T. U. U. L. unions,
with the exception of some recent limit-
ed forward developments. This decline
reduced some of them to virtual non-ex-
istence, despite its occurrence in a period
of objective possibilities for growth.
Thirdly there is the development along-
side of the T. U. U. L. unions of other
new independent unions having their
origin either in a revolt against and a
split off from the A. F. of L., or in op-
position to it—unions with a new type
of leadership, distinctly reformist or
pseudo-progressive, as for example, the
miners unions of Southern West Virginia
and Illinois. The main reasons for the
first factor mentioned, the prospects of
growth for the new industrial unions,
have already been indicated.

The reasons for the general decline of
the T. U. U. L. unions are not in the
main to be sought in the objective diffi-
culties which had to be overcome, al-
though there were such. No! The main
reasons are very intimately connected
with the false concepts and methods of
Communist leadership as practiced by
the Centrist regime of the party and of
the Comintern. It is necessary first of
all to record and condemn the false con-
cepts of revolutiomary unions in practise
built on a basis which really left room
within it only for revolutionists: and
only of a certain type, excluding all rev-
olutionists and Left wing workers not
willing to accept the Centrist views of
the party leadership and unable to sub-
mit to its arbitrary factional control.
Some of these unions were merely min-
ority sections withdrawn from the con-
servative unions which had the decisive
bulk of the workers within their ranks.

In the second place, it iz necessary to
record and condemn the false tactics and
blundering methods pursued by the party
leadership in the new union field. Even
the barest semblance of union democracy
disappeared from the new unions domin-
ated by the party leadership. They were
not granted the least measure of auto-
nomy necessary for unions to operate
as such. Functionaries were arbitrarily
replaced for reasons of party apparatus
interests, without even as much as an
explanation given to the membership.
Such replacements were made. in the
National Miners Union and the National
Textile Workers Union. Abortive strikes
were launched without a consultation or

a vote of the membership, as for exam-
ple the Illinois miners’ strike in Decem-
ber 1929 and the later Philadelphia
waterfront strike. Often strikes were
called without a clear objective or de-
mands, as was the case of the more re-
cent New York needle trades strike of
the industrial union. Gencrally they all
wound up in certain defeat. There was
a complete absence of activities within
the reformist or conservative unions
whose members were simply read out
of consideration by phrases about ‘“com-
pany union” and “social fascism”. But
above all, the party leadership’s fail-
ure to apply the united front policy
counted heavily in the decline of the new
unions of the T. U. U. L. and is today
endangering seriously their future pro-
spects.

These are also the very important
reasons for the rise of new independent
unions alongside of the T. U. U. L. un-
ions. It was precisely because of the
failure of the N. M. U, under party
direction, that the separate sections of
new miners unions like the Southern
West Virginia union and the Illinois
union, first under the Howat-Walker
combination and later under the Edmon-
son leadership, could come into existence.
They are the first example of new un-
ions organized without the Communists,
with a pseudo-progressive and reform-
ists leadership, but also anti-Communist
in their make-up. Their role is, while
today in opposition, to endeavor tomor-
row to strike a bargain with the reac-
tionaries, deceive the workers and again
return to the reactionary camp.

Such pseudo-progressive leadership,
whether it be at the head of new unions
or merely functioning as . ‘“Left” cover-
ings for the A. F. of L. reactionaries
cannot be combatted by the futile hurl-
ing of epithets of *social fascism” or
by the worse method of alliance with
them behind the backs of the workers.
The Centrist party leadership swings be-
tween these two extremes. Its recoil
from the isolation of the “Third Period™
antics conceal the danger of repetition
of the shameful alliance of the Anglo-
Russian Unity Committee. Both ex-
tremes only weaken Communist leader-
ship and further strengthens the “Left”
coverings for the reactionaries. The lat-
ter can be effectively combatted only by
unmasking their role of coverings for
the reactionaries on the basis of actual
experience of the worker through a cor-
rectly applied policy of united front
struggles, embracing the workers under
reformist influence as well as those under
Communist influence.

Conclusion

1. The center of gravity of trade un-
ion policy today is the organization of
the unorganized industries through the
building of the new industrial unions.
With the prospects of coming serious
battles, the possibilities for this work is
enhanced. However, among the essen-
tial conditions for its success is the nec-
essity of removing all of the false nar-
rowing concepts, all of the factional bur-
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eaucratic encumbrances to which the new
industrial unions have bheen subjected.
They must be allowed to develop as ac-
tual unions, ready to embrace all the
workers in a given industry. They must
be allowed to develop as mass unions.
But serious care should be taken that
they retain their militancy. their class
objectives, and a revolutionary leadership
founded upon revolutionary service and
devotion.

2. It is essential and as a process
going hand in hand with the organiza-
tion of the unorganized industries, to
take up seriously the work of develop-
ing and organizing the potentially grow-
ing Left wing sentiment within the A.
F. of L. and the new independent unions
under reformist domination. Not in
order to split off minority sections from
these unions but to win their members
for Communism. One of the important
duties of this potentially developing Left
wing must be to defend the objects and
prineciples of the new induastrial unions
which are under revolutionary leader-
ship. Not only to defend them but to
work actively for unity in struggle for
class objectives jointly with the new in-
dustrial unions. There can be no objec-
tion in prineciple to splits but the funda-
mental basis must always be the one of
winning the majority of the workers for
the revolutionary objects. Under condi-
tions where the reformist unions embrace
the decisive bulk of the organized work-
ers it is the task of the Left wing to
help build and strengthen them but with
the avowed object of winning the mem-
bers and the new recruits for the pol-
icies of the Left wing.

3. Particularly in the trade union
field are there now rich possibilities as
well as an imperative necd for a genu-
ine united front policy. 1ts correct ap-
plication is a serious duty devolving upon
the Communists. The recently develop-
ed situation in the mine fields and in
the textile industry testify eloquently to
this need as well as to its practicality
of execution. It can, however, not be
carried out under the maneuvers of try-
ing to fool the workers or inviting them
to desert the unions to which they belong
to enter a so-called “united front from
below’” under the narrow banner of party
controlled unions.. Much less can the
united front be established by maneu-
vers behind the backs of the workers
of alliances or deals with “Left” come-
ons. Both methods defeat the very ob-
jects and purposes of the united front,
weaken Communist influence and streng-
then the hold upon the workers by the
reformists and reactionary imperialist
agents. An honest united front policy
implies a recognition of the existing un-
ions as bona fide bodies composed of
workers whom it becomes the duty of the
Communists to bring together to fight side
by side, actually to unite and, in the pro-
cess, to defeat the deceivers and betray-
ers and thus to demonstrate the super-
iority of the revolutionary program, ob-
jects and leadership.

Translated into practical action it

would mean, for example in the miners
situation, that the National Miners Un-
fon recognize the unions of Southern (Vest
Virginia and Illinois as bona fide bodies
of workers who have rebelled against and
split off from the imperialist agents of
the Lewis machine. The N. M. T.
should, upon the basis of such recogni-
tion, take the initiative in calling them
together to find the best ways and means
for a united struggle and to hammer
out the common objectives of the strug-
gle. In the textile workers’ situation,
an approach to a solution should pro-
ceed on a similar basis. Such a united
front policy, correctly applied, ean be-
come a real source of strength to the
revolutionary section and contribute to-
ward the defeat of the reformists. The
united front policy must become a means
to the ultimate establishment of trade
union unity.

4. With the further progress of the
slashing capitalist offensive, it is to be
expected that there will to an increas-
ing degree be a resorting to the most
prutal suppression of all the elementary
rights of the working class. It is to
he expected not merely as a preventive
against the workers’ resistance but also
as a means of continnally keeping them
on the defensive. Where, in a vising
movement, deception and treason may
not serve the capitalist employers so
well, it will be substituted by open brut-
al force—increase of injunctions, police
persecution, deportations, evictions, den-
jal of political rights, cte., etc. In this
situation, it becomes a duty of the Com-
munists particularly to raise the slogan
of “fight for the democratic rights of
the workers”; to unite the workers’
forces and to organize the fight so as
to bring out fully its political character
and completely connect it with the trade
union issues.

5. The Left Opposition will continue
its fight fraternally to assist the party
toward correct views and practises of
trade union policy but unsparingly and
intransigeantly against the false maneu-
vers and blunders of the party leader-
ship. We decisively condemn and will
continue our fight unrelentingly against
the essentially reformist views of the
Right wing Lovestone group, which, in
the name of unity, proposes to harness
the developing revolts against the A. F.
of L. bureaucracy within reformist chan-
nels, to bring about their defeat by pleas
to return to the old unions. The policy
of the Lovestone group is the liquidation
of the new unions, the liquidation of the
Left wing—and the strengthening of the
reactionary imperialist agents. Our pol-
icy is the building of the¢ new militant
uniongs under revolutionary leadership
and the developing and strengthening of
the Left wing wherever tihe masses are
grouped.

6. The Left Opposition proposes this
policy to the party, to the Communist
movement and to the Left wing trade un-
ion workers. Our members wherever
they are in the trade union, be it the
new industrial unions or in the A. F. of
L., will work as a Left Communist frac-
tion fighting for the application of this
policy. Continuation of the party lead-
ership in resisting our prcposed policy
can only urge our members and support-
ers to intensify their efforts throughout
the trade union field.

LETTER FROM TORONTO
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(Continued from page 1)
of a complete embargo on trade re-
lations with the Soviet Union may possi-
bly satisfy the Archbishep of Canter-
bury but scarcely contribute to indus-
trial revival.

Meanwhile unemployed demonstrations
thrédughout the country have shown the
temper of the jobless victims of the
system to be rising-——they have not al-
ways been ready to disperse submissively
at the first threatening gesture of the
police. Relief has been pitifully inade-
quate. To proposals for a system of
social insurance Bennett replies that
never, never, will he undermine the
sturdy independence and pioneering spirit
of Canadians with the infamous “dole”.
Fearing the radicalizing effect on the
masses of starvation in its several de-
grees, the possessing classes view the
approaching winter with uncertainty and
‘uneasiness.  Shortly before prorogation
f Parliament, the Cabinet rushed through

bill in terms unparalleled since the
Var Measures Act conferring dictator-
ial powers “upon the governer-in-council
[that is, itself] in respect to unemploy-
ment and farm relief; and for the main-
tenance of peace, order, and good govern-
ment in all parts of Canada”.

In explanation of this measure Ben-
nett declared that “we will take such
action as in the judgment of the ex-
ecutive of this country . . . will free
this country of those who have proved
unworthy of our Canadian citizenship”.
He referred to the Immigration Act as
already enabling the denaturalization of
a naturalized citizen, and of course his
subsequent deportation. His relief pro-
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posal amounted to a scheme of public
works, road construction, etc., to which
the registered unemployed will be draft-
ed to work at such wage-rates as the
government sees fit. It is a choice be-
tween a form of industrial conscription
at the lowest possible standard of living
or outright starvation. In plain words,
the Government gave notice that every
manifestation of class consciousness, ev-
ery attempt to bring home the responsi-
bility for the crisis on capitalism, every
movement of industrial or political op-
positifon in the working class to the
[megsures of the government, will be
met with censorship suppression, im-
prisonment and deportation. And the
Communists, as the militant leaven, are
to be singled out especially.
Police Terror in Toronto

The Ontario provincial authorities have
quickly taken their cue. Not that their
action will be entirely a new departure.
Ever since the advent of General Draper
to the police administration in Toronto,
so-called civil liberties have been con-
spicuous by their absence. Draper pro-
ceeded to give the most convincing ocular
demonstration of Lenins thesis that
bourgeois democracy is a sham and a
lie. Open-air meetings were dispersed
on every occasion by police clubs, speak-
ers were cruelly man-handled and beat-
en. Hall owners were prevented from
renting out their assembly halls by the
fear of losing their license. A few pac-
ifists and professors uttered a feeble
protest for free speech in the name’of
“British justice”. The “labor leaders”
and social-democrats either maintained a
cowardly silence or warned the police
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that their methods would only create
more Bolshevism. But the capitalist
press with few exceptions virulently
urged a holy war of “Christendom”
against “Soviet dumping”. The pillars
of Business and Finance, including the
Chief Justice of the Province, gave
Draper’s faith and works their heartiest
approval, Liberalism could only emit its
odor of decay.

The latest stage of the persecution of
the party is by far the most serious,
since it attempts to place the Commun-
ist program itself under indictment.
Upon the comrades selected by circum-
stance to represent our doctrine rests
therefore a great responsibility,—to util-
ize the occasion despite the technical
difficulties of court procedure, as a forum
from which to appeal to the working
class. It is capitalism that must be
placed under indictment. The Commun-
ists must show that they have no in-
terests separate and apart from the rest
of the workers, If they are on trial
at this moment, it is for no “advocacy
of force or violence” but because they
are leaders in the immediate struggles
of the workers against unemployment,
against wage-cuts, against capitalist mili-
tarism, for the defence of the Soviet
Union, for freedom of speech and as-
sembly, etc.,, and because in the course
of these struggles the Communists must
expose the mechanism of capitalist ex-
ploitation and the class-character of the
State.

The Communists make no secret of
their aims. Our program is dictated by
an objective consideration of the motive
forces of history and capitalist society.
We are well awgre that the government
regards the use of “force and violence”,
whether for the prosecution of war or
the suppression of strikes, as its excla-
sive monopoly. The “democratic” state
is the executive of the capitalist class
and an organ of exploitation and coercion
of the proletariat. If bourgeois dem-
ocracy is based on consent, it is the
“consent” of the victim who has been
stunned or drugged. But constitutional

_problems are in the first place questions

of power and legal institutions change
with the social structure. The Com-
munists do not “create” revolutionary
situations; they only organize the work-
ers to reap the advantage. Revolution-
ary explosions must occur when the con-
tradiction between the character of the

property relations and the mode of pro-

duction of a given society becomes un-
bearable. In this sense it is true that
on a world scale capitalist economy is
ripe for social revolution. But the
workers conquest of political power is
not a simultaneous act. It is fought out
in national forms. Not only is a thor-

ough-going social and political crisis and
the sufficient degree of demoralization of
the ruling class necessary but a majority
of the workers at least must have ac-
cepted Communist leadership.

A Trial Out of the Past

The Attorney-General must know as
well as we do that the party in Canada
cannot yet boast such a following and
that there is no immediate revolution-
ary crisis. If there were such, he must
further know that the methods of a jury
trial would by mutual consent be alto-
gether inadequate. Ie has apparently
not learned, however, that he cannot for
a long time thope to stem the tide of rev-
olutionary agitation, propaganda and or-
ganization by proscribing the revolution-
ists. Bismark’s anti-socialist legislation
failed ultimately to prevent the expansion
of the social democracy and in our day,
the Communist movement. Attorney Gen-
eral Price may not have heard of the
trial, following the revolution of 1905
of 52 delegates to the Workers Council
of St. Petersburg. They were arrested
and tried under section 101 and 102 of
the Czarist Criminal Code as hakving
“attended and participated . in an
association which knowingly set itself
the purpose of violently overthrowing the
legally established form of government of
Russia and replacing it with a democratic
republic”’. The proportions are different
but the example is instructive. The 52
were condemned to long terms of im-
prisonment and Siberian exile. With
what results?

There can be no question of the posi-

tion that every class-conscious worker
must take up towards this trial—abso-
lute, militant, intransigeant struggle

against the forces of reaction. The work-
ers must organize in a broad united front,
whatever their political or industrial af-
filiations, to protest against the wave of
terror which the eapitalist authorities
have let loose against the militants of
their class. Every ounce of energy must
be thrown into the defense of the com-
rades and the right of the party to con-
tinue above ground. We Communists of
the Left Opposition have serious inter-
nal differences with the Centrist leader-
ship of the party touching policy and
principle. We do not minimize the im-
portance of these differences for a cor-
rect revolutionary Marxian development
of the party. but that cannot deter us
from rallying to the party in every crisis
and emergency and for a united strug-
gle against the reaction. We ask today
as before to be re-instated in our mem-
bership rights and we arc prepared to
submit our dikerences to be resolved by
the processes of party democrary.
Toronto, August 1931.

—MAURICE SPECT
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9. The Meaning of the American Crisis

(Continued from Last Issue)

D. The thesis does not show clearly
whether its perspectives are for a long
or a short period, in politics or in econ-
omics. The political perspective of In-
creased sharpness of the class struggle
for the next few years, even in the face
of some revival in capitalism, is sound
hecause it proceeds from the sound pre-
mise that this revival will be based on
wiage-cutting and the consequent aggrava-
tion of class contradictions. A long-term
perspective of revolutionary upsurge,
however, is not compatible with a long-
term economic perspective which in-
cludes the possibility of a complete re-
covery of American capitalism, over a
period of time, from the depths of the
present crisis to the heights of 1929. On
the long-term perspective the position of
the thesis appears to be ambiguous, as
it fails to exclude the possibility of a
“Victorian age” of American imperial-
ism, parallel to the development of Bri-
tish imperialism in the nineteenth cen-
tury.

The second conclusion which we shall
attempt to prove is that there are differ-
ences between the position of American
econoiny at the present time and the
economy of England in the nineteenth
century of such a far-reaching kind that
the methods which proved successful for
England cannot be successful for Amer-
ica, and that therefore American imper-
ialism cannot restore a high level of
prosperity.

A. The first of these basic differences
is the existence of contradictions in
America’'s world position which no Enr-
opean power has ever had to face. Eng-
land developed markets on the basis of
selling them {tinished goods and buying
their raw materials and foodstuffs, Am-
erica is a major exporter of both raw
materialy and manufactures, and its in-
ternal economy is built on a certain
equilibrium between the two.

When England developed raw material
production in foreign backward countries
coloniés or semi-colonies, it had little
home production of such commodities,
and after the decisive defeat of the agri-
cultural Conservative interest in 1923
willing sacrificed its limited home agri-
aulture. In the United States, nearly
half the population is still agricultural,
and a much larger proportion is 2n-
gaged in the production of 609 of the
world’s copper, 55% of the world’s iron
ore 449, of the aluminum, 67% of the
petroleum etec., that is, in the extractive
industries producing indusirial raw ma-
terials. Development of production of
such commodities in foreign countries
would simply aggravate the competition
of the world at large with American ex-
ports of raw materials. Unless produc-
tion of such goods in backward coun-
tries were increased, exploitation of such
countries would be impossible.

There is therefore a contradiction be-
tween America’s position as the world’s
greatest producer of raw materials and
its need, forced by the pressure of ex-
cessive productive facilities, for exploita-
tion of foreign markets. This contra-
diction did not exist for the older im-
perialist nations, who produced relative-
ly little raw material,

Government figures have been cited to
show that the percentage of manufac-
tured products in total U. S. exports has
increased from 30.7% in 1910-1914 to
50.29% in 1930, while the percentage of
crude materials and semi-manufacturers
declined from 49.5¢, to 35.5¢%. The De-
partment of Commerce lists gasoline,
kerosene, fuel oil, lubricating oil, etc. as
manufactured products, although in many
cases they represent less “value added
by manufacture” than such litems as
copper ingots or steel billets, classed as
semi-manufacturers considering all work
done from the original extraction of
ore (or crude petroleum) to final ship-
ment ready for export. These four
classes of refined oil products averaged
in value, during 1910-1914, $114,409,000,
or 5.37% of total exports; in 1930 they
totalled $432,715,000, or 11.449% of total
exports. Transferring this item alone
from manufacture to semi-manufacture
would give the following comparison:

Percentage of Total Exports

1910-14 1930
Dept. of Commerce
figures
Raw & semi-mfd. 49.5% 33.5%
Finished mfrs. 30.7 50.2
Revised, to allow for
oil products as semi-
mfd. products
Raw & semi-mfd. 54.9 44.9
Finished mfrs. 25.3 38.8

Without going into other criticisms of
the official data, it will be clear that
American economy has not yet adjusted
itself to a basis of experting finished pro-
ducts predominantly ; it therefore follows
that development of raw material re-
sources abroad will aggravate the posi-
tion of basic raw material industries in
the U. S.

B. A second contradiction in Amer-
ica’s world aims is based on the fact
that its export markets are largely based
on developed industrial nations, not on
backward ones. The countries which
took 49 or more of total American ex-
ports in 1930 were: TUnited Kingdom
17.6%, Canada 17.2%, Germany 7.2%,
France 5.8¢%, Japan 4.3%, a total of
52.19% to America’s sharpest competitors.

British imperialism did not grow by

exporting to Britain's competitors, but
to backward countries. American im-
rerialism in crushing and displacing

European competition, is at the same
time reducing the buying power of its
(at present) best markets; another con-
tradiction which weakens the effective-
ness of imperialism as a solution of Am-
erica’s crises, both present and those to
gome.

American capitalism as a whole can-
not solve its problem by increasing its
wiles to India and China and reducing its
sales to Fngland and Germany ; the stan-
dard of living of the Indian or Chinese
worker is and must be kept lower than
that of the European or American work-
er for capitalism to make a profit on
the former, but this means that the new
markets must be narrower than the old.
The problem can be evaded for a short
time by increased exports of productive
goods such as rail-material, mining ma-
chinery, ete., but this cannot be a serious
factor in comparison with the actual dis-
placement of raw material production
by America to similar production abroad.

E. By the end of 1929, it was esti-
mated on the basis of a questionnaire
that American ‘‘direct” investment:
abroad, meaning factories, mines, planta-
tions, etc¢., owned outright by American
and not in the form of bonds or stocks
(finance capital), amounted to over 71,
billions of dollars. To this extent the
American bourgeoisie ix profiting by the
direct exploitation of a foreign prole-
tariat, and to this extent is shifting the
scene of its contradictions from at home
to abroad. Such .a shifting solves the
problem of the individual capitalist, in
realizing a larger surplus value, but ag-
gravates the contradictions of American
capitalism as a whole, directly as reflect-
ed in unemployment and indirectly by
stimulating imports.

F. It has been suggested by some
comrades that exports of finance capital
in which America is notably strong, may
volve the American crisis. Finance capi-
tal, as Lenin pointed out, is the spear
head of imperialism, the directing, as-
sembling and attacking force of capi-
talism. But finance capital in itself is
not a primary factor in production—it
regulates the relations among the ex-
ploiting classes. A foreign loan (export
of finance capital) unaccompanied by ex-
ports of goods, is merely a means of
displacing the bourgeoisie of the borrow-
ing country by that of the lending coun-
try. This is the difference between such
investments and the direct investments
just mentioned. American loans to Ger-
many tend to shoulder out the German
proletariat, in favor of the American
bourgeoisie. Such exports of finance
capital favor the growth of a parasitic
class of bondholders, obtaining their sub-
sistence from the exploitation of a for-
eign bourgeoisie and a foreign proletar-
iat. In no way however, can such ex-
ports solve the contradiciions of the
home economy, which are contradictions
of productive relations.

F. On the contrary, the growth of
such a parasitic element among the Am-
erican bourgeoisie creates another con-
tradiction—the necessity of a large sur-
plus of imports over exports, with which
the surplus values represented by the
exported finance capital may be realized.
Every mature imperialist power has in
the past developed on “unfavorable” bal-
ance of trade, that is, the rest of the
world produces more goods for it than
it has to produce for the rest of the
world. The difference represents large-
ly, the interest on its exported finance

capital. England at the present time,
exports about 609 of the value of its
imports; the difference represents the

proceeds of imperialist exploitation.

For the United States, however, such
a perspective conflicts sharply with its
ambition, forced on it by economic neces-
sity, to increase exports to the maximum
and reduce imports to a minimum. Clear
expression to this ambition was given in
the Hawley-Smoot tariff of 1929. When
a Czechoslovak shoe manufacturer, for
instance, began flooding the American
market with cheap shoes, the tariff was
promptly raised on him and his markets
greatly reduced.

A country such as England, with an
atrophied agriculture and little raw
material production, has no contradic-
tions to face in developing its import
trade. InI America, out of 1930 imports
totalling $3,061,000,000, the main items
were raw silk 263 millions; newsprint
(based on the partial exhaustion of Am-
erican forests) 132 million; coffee, 209
millions; rubber, 140 millions; sugar,
130 millions; burlaps, 54 millions; wood
pulp, 74 millions; petroleum and gasoline
(of which America produces an enor-
mous surplus herself), 122 millions;
copper ores (for refining not a genuine
import) 92 millions; and tin, 60 mil-
lions. These were all the commodities
imported to the extent of 50 millions or
more apiece, and together they totalled
1,284 millions, or 429% of total imports.

Exports of finance capital by America
therefore create more contradictions
rather than solve old ones, unless ways
can be found of increasing American
imports of silk, sugar, coffee and the
like.

G. DBehind these contradictions is the
basic difference between American and
classic British imperialism, that Amer-
ican imperialism enters the arena in a
period of world capitalist decline, while
British imperialism developed during the
world upswing of capitalism, before its
contradictions had reached their present
maturity. When British imperialism,
through exploiting native labor in back-
ward countries greatly increased the
total world supplies of raw materials,
world markets were still expanding and
able to absorb the increased supplies.
American imperialism following the same
procedure will throw additional supplies
on to a world market which is incapable
of absorbing the volume of production
from existing facilities. This will ag-
gravate its own contradictions, between
the developed productive forces of Am-
erica and of the existing outside world,
and the limited and declining world mar-
kets,

Since the driving force behind all capi-
talism ix profit, such imperialist con-
(quests, by war or peace, will be carried
out, because it is still possible to extract
surplus value trom backward countries.
They will have a different meaning how-
ever, frem that which similar conquests
had for Lngland on the upward swing
of capitalism. 'They will mean for Am-
erica an increased sharpness of contra-
dictions at home. The development of
cotton-growing in India would mean the
economic devastation of the South, its re-
trogression to a pre-capitalist economy
based on small self-sufficient farms, and
the loss of a great section of the home
market to American industry, which still
operates to the extent of over 909% for
the home market.

On these grounds we deny the possi-
bility of a *‘Victorian agze” for Amer-
ican ecapitalism. We believe that a re-
vival in the near fature, when and if it
comes, will be limited in szcope, will not
be the beginning of a great upward swing
that will recover the ground lost since
1929, that the stabilization so achieved
will be temporary and that the next crisis
will start from a lower plane than the
present one. Politically, we believe it

correct to infer that the attempt to stab-
ilize capitalism on a lower level will re-
aut in greater militaney, and will usher
in a period of years of increasing rev-
olutionary upsurge based on increasing
ceonomic contradictions and increasingly
evident inability of capitalism to solve its
preblems.  Imperialist coaquests hy Am-
erica during this period of decline will
not result in sufficient restoration of cco-
nomic health to slow this development
up materially. How long such a period
can last until a true revolutionary crisis
is reached we cannot foretell; it seems
most improbable that it will take so long
for American capitalism to reach the
crigis of its downswing as the hundred
or more years that it took to reach the
peak of its upswing, which we believe
was passed in 1929. We certainly do
not believe that the revolutionary crisis
is at hand today or next year. On the
basis of the foregoing perspective, how-
ever, we 0 believe that a strategic line
laid out for the next year or two on
the basis of class resistance to wage cuts
could well extend its scope for a long-
er-range outlook of increasing militancy
over a period of years.
—B. J. FIELD.

Social Reformism and a Labor Party

In dealing with social reformism and
the labor party the thesis presents a
position of correction compared to the
previous analysis and although the main
points are correct, there are, neverthe-
less, n couple of points that need fur-
ther clarification. The thesis says, “Add
to this fact that American bourgeoisie
is still powerful enough to grant ‘con-
cessions' as the growth of reforms, and
we not only have an explanation of its
expansion but also to calculate upon its
growth (not its ‘narrowing down’) in
the coming period.” Considering this in
relation to, “Abstractly considered to be
sure, were there a mass movement which
would organize a labor party, the Com-
munists would have to take up the ques-
tion of working within as a revolution-
ary nucleus.” If we can “calculate upon
its growth” then how can we calculate
that the labor party “is a matter which
has less timely significance today—even
abstractly—than in years past, since
there is no substantial movement at all
for a labor party in the 1932 elections?”

If we consider the crisis and all the
economic implications that go with it,
as well as the future trend, we can agree
that the degree of exploitation is increas-
ine and the standard of living declining.
Also considering the weakness of the
unions and the Communist party, we
can say the trend is toward a narrowing
ECONOMIC base of social reformism.
In other words, the trend of the econ-
omlie factors favors the revolutionist and
not the reformer. Such could not be
said (except historically) of capitalism
in its growth stage when *“granting”
crumbs could be well afforded for *‘peace-
development” while today these conces-
sions are for breathing spells of decay
capitalism.

In this sense, the economic base for
social reformism is narrowing but from
this we cannot conclude, as the Stalin-
ists do that reformism is done for—nor
can we, by seeing actual growth of re-
formism, dismiss the problem by saying
the base is not narrowing but has abil-
ity to widen, as the thesis says.

In realizing the historic limitations
of reformism in America (as Trotsky
points out) it would be wrong to deny
its possible growth (Stalinism) but also
wrong to present it as the thesis does.
The difference between growth and de-
cay capitalism, which turns around so
many problems, also changes the pro-
blem of reformism. Reformism can have
a narrowing economic base with an ideo-
logical growth. As Trotsky says, the
support of the social democrats in Ger-

many is not faith in the leadership but
lack of faith in the Communists.

Since the developing of American econ-
omics is not moving in favor of the capi-
talists and their social reformers, but in
favor of greater class battles and the
revolutionist, it follows that the econ-
omic base of social reformism is nar-
rowing. But because the economic base
s narrowing it does not follow that capi-
talism will not and cannot grant social
reforms. Precisely because the capital-
ist economic base is sliding, making more
insecure its position against the on-
slaught of the workers, it must “grant”
social reforms in order to stem the tide
and save a tottering world system.

Material gains of the past and material
gains of today as social reforms are dif-
ferent, just like some material gains of
the workers favor the social reformers
while other matgfial gains favor the
revolutionist, the Communist. In other
words, social reforms of developing capi-
talism and soclal reforms of decaying
capitalism have a different base although
they both serve the same erds and same
masters. But in serving the.same ends,
the social reformers are not as secure
at present as they were in the past, be-
cause they don't have the favorable base
of yesteryear. This factor is what makes
the following sentence in the thesis so
vital and the key to the problem, “The
proportionate strength of the two paral-
lel streams (social reformism and Com-
munism.—H, 0.) will depend in a large
measure upon the course pursued by the
Commnists.”

The thesis must explain social reform-
ism in relation to growing and decay-
ing capitalism and the change of em-
pasis of some problems from emphasis
of objective factors to emphasis of sub-
jective factors. The basic reason for the
changed relationship being the OPPON-
ITE TREND OF OBJECTIVE FACTORS
in the growth and decay stages of capi-
talism.

Further the thesis must not deal with
the labor party in the abstract. All in-
dications are that the question of the la-
bor party will be more important in the
future than in the past .(to a large ex-
tent due to the Right wingers and Cen-
trists). This means to present our posi-
tion on the labor party and farmer labor
party, as well as the relation of the two
which we are sure to have in complex
American developments, yet maintaining
the basic correct analysis on social re-
formism and the labor party as presented
in the thesis.

—HUGO OEHLER.

Prospects for the Outcome of the Crisis

No matter what problem of impor-
tance we, as a political organization, set
ourselves to solve, we are always con-
fronted with the question of the ‘‘econ-
omic crisis”. Our analysis of the devel-
opment of the latter will determine the
position to be taken on the problems of
the day. It is for this reason that we
must seriously and comprehensively study
the various factors at work and the pos-
gsible solutions in order to determine
their degree of likelihood.

There are in the main three paths pos-
sible for this country to follow: (1) the
crisis grows deeper and deeper, leding
either to an imperialist or a revolution-
ary war, or to both: (2) it continues in
the present state of depression; (3) it
rises out of the crisis.

Thdrq are faqtors wiorking for the
realization of all three of the above, yet
the factors working for the third possi-
bility make that one the most likely.

Politics and Economics

Volumes have been devoted to explain-
ing the direct connection and dependence
of politics on economics. This is, of
course, very itrue and must always be
borne in mind. Yet, and this is also
important, politics very often acts as
the cause and not the effect, i. e, not
as the determining factor for economic
trends, but the precipitating factor for
accelerating or retarding economic events.
Recognizing the above, we shall discuss
the question of the crisis in order to
chow that “America will in most likeli-
hood be able to get out of its present
crisis”, always remembering that major
political events, such as successful rev-
olutions in Germany or Spain or the
outbreak of a new imperialist war, will
act as the added force to warp com-
pletely the following conclusions.

The major factor working for the con-
tinuation of the present crisis until a
revolutionary overthrow is the Commun-
ist party, the labor movement. An ob-
jection may be made to my using in
practically the same breath the “Com-

munist party” and the “labor movement”,
and it is precisely in this objection that
the weakness of this force lies. The
Jommunist party is but a small, a tiny
fraction of the American labor move-
ment. So long as it continues to remain
with its present approximate strength or
weakness, and unless it radically changes
its present tactics, we can predict no
rapid rise of its influence or prestige—
it cannot play enough of a role to ham-
per seriously any attempt of the capital-
ists to issue from their crisis.

A second factor tending towards a
solution along, either lines 1 or 2 is
the enormously increased “productivity”
during the past decade. In connection
with this although it makes the solu-
tion of the crisis more ditficult and the
period of the cycle shorter, I do not
believe it to be of so potent a nature
as to make a solution of the present crisis
impossible.  Productiveness has always
been increasing under capitalism and be-
fore one attempts to raise the above as
the all-important stumbling block before
which American capitalism will be
brought to its knees, he should explain
why, in spite of increased prodnctivity
prior to previous crises, the country al-
ways rose from the fragile bridge of
the crisis years to broader paths of pro-
sperity.

A crisis, especilally the present one,
manifests itself in “over-production”, “re-
stricted markets” or “large volumes of
accumulated stocks on hand”, whichever
name you desire to apply to the same
“surplus of commodities’”. Therefore in
order to rise out of the trough of de-
pression, it will be necessary to extend
the “market”. Exactly what does the
market consist of? The following three
major sub-divisions may be made: (1)
market for consumers’ goods (shoes,
clothing, etc.); (2) market for produc-
ers’ goods (factories, ete.): (3) foreign
market. (In connection with' this, I be-
lieve it should be pointed out that com-
rade Field makes a fundamental error in

his first article by considering the mar-
ket to ccnsist only of consumers’ goods)
Iixactly as there are two major divisions
of the murket (foreign falls into the
first two), so there are two groups of
industiies, producing either producers’
goods or consumers’ goods. If there is
the likelihood that the industries of
categories 1 or 2, or both will again
begin to produce at considerably increas-
ed ratio to capacity, as compared to the
present, we believe it would be proper
for us to conclude that the likelihood is
that America will get out of its crisis
(always remembering the few vital words
pertaining to “politics”).

Factors at Work

The following are the factors we con-
tend will act to bring about this change.
They will act both independently and
complementarily, supplementing and re-
enforcing each other:

1. Gradually diminishing supply of
stocks (primarily in consumers’ goods) ;

2. Re-investment in industry, both in
the sense of replacement of constant
capital and the expansion thereof;

3. Increased foreign market.

Exactly how will the inter-actions of
the points ahove enumerated tend to
start the wheels of industry moving
again? In the following manner.

A crisis has as one of its major charac-
teristics a large surplus of consumers’
goods stocked up. DBecause of this large
accumulation, the factories producing
these commodities temporarily slow down
production or in many cases even shut
down completely, we thus have the two
opposing factors: (1) less is being con-
sumed of this type of goods, because of
decreased purchasing power of the mass-
es caused by unemployment and wage-
cuts and the impoverishment of the petty
bourgeoisie; (2) less is being produced .|
e., in both cases “less” after the period
of the depression has set in than dur-
ing the previous period of prosperity.

But—and this is the all-inclusive “but”
—the point is reached where current
consumption exceeds current produc-

tion. This is obvious upen slight re-
flection. The working class, although in
depressed straits, must continue to live,
to eat, to buy clothes, The market con-
sisting of consumers’ goods can never go
below a certain level-—no matter what
method the proletariat uses to obtain
these necessities of life, they must be
gotten. Furthermore, a considerable por-
tion (luxuries, etc. ) of the market for
category (1) is less affected by the
crisis than other portions. I refer here

to the big and petty bourgeoisie and to

those of the American workers who, even
during the crisis, continue to receive
their high steady income. No matter
what the dynamics of the gituation may
be, we can say that the supply of stocks
on ‘hand in the consumers’ industries
must decrease. Kven the more objective
of our bourgeois experts recognize the
importance of the above in looking for
signs of a let-up. I believe that it was
last July that the Annalist registered
great disappointment because of the fail-
ure of a survey of stocks an hand to
show any appreciable drop from the be-
ginning of the crisis. Further, by quot-
ing fom “Business Cycles and Unemploy-
ment”, we find that “during 1921 and
the early months of 1922, there was a
considerable reduction in the quantity of
new materials produced and as a result
much of the surplus stock was consum-
ed”. The same effect will be recorded
at some future date for the crisis of 1930.

Increased activity in production of
consumers’ goods will mean re-employ-

ment of. new masses of workers in these
industries. Re-employment means more
wages and therefore an increuse in that
part of the market that is formed by
wiges.  An increased market results in
ceven greater industrinl activity, ete. etce.
Effects on Producers’ Goods

ITowever, the above is but one of the
resulis to be expected as a result of
shrinking stocks. A secoud will be its
effect on those industries manufacturing
producers’ goods. For a period of al-
most two years, industry has been idle,
the incentive to vreplacement of fixed
capital therefore lacking. No sooner do
the first signs of the possibility of profit
show themselves than the demand for the
replacement of parts “worn out” by two
vears of even idleness (for a certain de-
preciation occurx in fixed capital whe-
ther it is barely used or it is working
at capacity). This «stimulates production
in those industries producing tixed capi-
tal (e. g., steel, machinery). Here again
we have the ever retlected waves of in-
creased wages, increased mmarket, ete.

Glancing back at the second of the
above enumerated factors we read that
one of the forces in operation will be
that of expanding the constant capital.
One of the features of our present crisis
is the enormous (uantity of money capi-
tal available. What greater inducement
could there be for investment of large
sums in new as well as expanding old
enterprises than the low money rates ex-
isting at the present time. “A crisis iy
always the starting point of a large am-
ount of new investments” (Marx).

Who is to predict that this huge engulf-
er of hours of labor is not to take the
form of expansion of new industries.
Would not the rise of a new industry
act.-as an enormouts market for present
-day industry in the same manner as rail-
roads did at one time, automobiles at
another and radio and airplanes to a
greater or lesser degree during the past
decade? Let the one who desires the
name of the industry guess himself, or
perhaps ask his parents why they were
unable to predict the rise of the auto-
mobile industry.

Foreign Trade

As regards increase of foreign trade,
we believe the thesis has taken the pro-
per line of development—by a redivision
of the world market. But here how-
ever, the thesiy is weak in not clearly—
although it does mention it—stating the
political reverberations that must ensue
from a too vigorous pursuit of an ag-
gressive foreign policy. Not for long can
Germany or England continue to with-
stand any seridus assault upon their
markets without the greatest internal
conclusions, upheavals that may, with
proper Comintern leadership, lead to the
victory of the proletariat in short order.
In the main, therefore, the contention
that America will attempt to get out of
1tq crisis on the back of Europe is true,
but not all-inclusive.

In conclusion, and to sort of very
briefly sum up all of the above: America
will mowt likely issue fygom the pre-
sent crisis through an expanding mar-
ket—the expanding market taking the
form of increased exports development
of new industries, rchabilitation of old
ones, and the pick-up to ensue in cer-
tain industries because of the inevitable
consumption of their surplus products.
Made difficult by the enormous increase
of capacity for production during the
past decade, we nevertheless beliove that
American capitalism will succeed in ex-

tricating itself from its present acute
difficulties. —H. STONE.

In the Struggle of the S/toeworkem

BOSTON.—

After textiles, the shoe industry in
New England is the industry second in
importance in that area. Of all indus-
tries in the section, the vhoe industry
has been left almost untouched by the
economic crisis. Production of shoes in-
creased due to the fact that New England
is producing a cheaper type of shoe. De-
spite all that, the wages of the shoe
workers have nevertheless undergone un-
heard-of "slashes, even in such a period
of wage cuts as universal in its effects
as the present. Average reduction of
the workers' pay amounts to 40 per cent
for all crafts. The wood-heelers and
some of the crafts in the stitching rooms
have had their wages decreased in even
higher percentages ranging anywhere
from 40 to 50 per cent. The wage-cut-
ting campaign is still on, and during the
present season the workers have begun
to show resistance against it. Workers
everywhere in the industry are maturing
for organization possibilities, as mani-
fested by walk-outs in several factories.
At the moment, the cutters in the Dart-
mouth factory are out on strike while
all the other departments are working.

Unfortunately, there is no union in the
field strong enough to give all the shoe
workers leadership in the struggles that
are looming ahead for them. The Boot
and Shoe, the oldest union in the indus-
try, an A. F. of L. organization, is dis-
credited among the workers quite thor-
oughly, their numerous Dbetrayals are
still fresh in the minds of the shoe work-
ers. It has always proved itself to be a
servile agency of the State Board of Ar-
bitration «calling all genuine revolts
against rotten conditions: ‘“outlaw”
strikes, and expelling militant locals, as
in the Brockton strike In 1922. The United
Shoe Workers, at one time a progressive
union, with its main, or to be correct, only
base in Lynn, have lost their following
at present by trailing in the footsteps
of the Boot and Shoe. A few more in-
dependent local organizations, like the
one in Haverhill, actually amount to
nothing,

The present critical situation amoug
the shoe workers, their distrust of all
leadership is a result of their experi-
ences particularly in the great strike in

ers participated. The leadership in that
strike were a part of the old United
machine. No preparations were made,
no demands drawn up, even the picket-
ing was not carried on in an organized
manner. The strike was spontaneous
almost from its inception and took on
huge proportions over night. The local
leaders felt themselves incapable of
handling such a big situation and were
ready to receive aid from any quarter
that would offer it to them. In this way,
many of the Communist party members
weaved themselves into the general strike
committee. Splendid possibilities were
opened up for the Left wing in general.
The W. 1. R. and the I. T.. D). were re-
cognized by the general strike commit-
tee as the official aid agencies and re-
presentatives of these organizations were
invited to speak to mass meetings of the
strikers. When Biedenkapp came down
to address the workers for the revolution-
ary Independent Shoe Workers Union of
New York, he was enthusiastically re-
ceived by the strikers.

work-
in the

But, instead of proving to the
ers by patient advice and activity
strike itxelf, that the J.eft wing, under
the leadership of the Communist party,
really represented the will of the strik-
ers and that only a revolutionary leader-
ship can win the strike for them, the
party in the midst of the first “third per-
iod” flare actually attempted to move
the party headquarters into the head-
quarters of the strike. Instead of work-
ing with the rank and file of the strike
committee on a united front basis, by
our tactics and policies, we even alien-
ated the Left wing workers. A few
weeks later, when Foster came down
to address a strikers’ meeting, called by
the party’s forces, the meeting was brok-
en up by the shoe workers themselves,
and he was not given a chance to speak.
The party even then did not realize -its
mistakes, but rather deceived itself into
thinking that the breaking up of the
meeting was simply the work of the re-
actionaries and that the workers were
still with us. Disillusioned betrayed
and defeated. the workers returned to
the shops. Many of them were black-
listed and could not get any jobs at
all. . ., .

1930 in which 12000 Boston shoe work-

—SHOE WORKER.
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The Case o{ Lieut.

Scheringer

A couple of wecks ago, the Daily
Worker, following on the heels of the
rest of the international Stalinist press
gleefully announced the adherence to the
Communist Party of Germany of more
than a dozen former Fascist (National
Socialist) army officers who had taken
the path marked out for them by the
notorious Lieutenant Richard Scheringer.
The Dally Worker, like the Berlin Rote
Fahne, proclaimed this “vic’tory"' as ‘a
sign of the disintegration of Fascism 1n
Germany and the revolutionary progress
of the forces of Communism. Had these
Fascists of yesterday really rallied to
the Communist party on the basis of a
revolutionary change of mind, there is no
doubt that it would be the occasion for
a claim of victory—and a cautious one
at that, for they are at best dubious
elements. Untcrtunately, the facts belie
such a claim. It appears that it is not
so much the generals and lieutenants of
Fascism who have come closer to inter-
national socialism as it ix the Thacl-
manns and Neumanns who have slid
down 'to the level of the demagogy and
opportunism of national socialism.

This proceeds clearly from a p-amphl'et
we have just received. Issued in Berlin
by a publishing house controlled by the
German party, it may be safely assumefl
that the Stalinists take at least a seml-
official responsibility for its contents, par-
ticularly when we have yet to find in the
official party press a single critical com-
ment on what is said there. The pam-
phlet is entitled «“Krwachendes Volk,
Briefe an Leutnant a. D. Scheringer”’
(The Awakening People, Letters to Lieut-
enant Scheringer, Retired). Scheringer
is the noted IFascist leader, Lieutenant of
the Reichswehr, who was recently sen-
tenced to prison for carrying on 11itler-
ite propaganda in the Reichswehr. In
prison, he turned to reflection and finally
sent an announcement of Lis adherence
to the Communist party to the Commun-
{st fraction in the Reichstag. The sen-
gation created by this step produced a
voluminous correspondence betwecn
Scheringer and his friends in the Hitler-
fte camp. Some of the letters and ans-
wers by Scheringer are renroduced in the
pamphlet. Even more than a revelation
of the thoroughly nationalist spirit which
still pervades Scheringer’s thoughts, de-
spite his “conversion” to Marxism (?),
his letters stand as a burning condemna-
tion of the Stalinist leadership in Ger-
many which welcomed him and his sim-
flars with open arms and sought to pass
off his adherence as a vietory for Com-
munism. How Scheringer understands
his adherence to Communism, and the
basis upon which he is recruiting for
it among his friends in the Hitler-Fasc-
ist camp, will be eloquently demonstrated
by excerpts from some of the letters
sent by him from Gollnow Dprison.

An old friend of his father Lieutenant
General Dietrich, writes him in warning
against “destructive Bolshevism”, exhort-
ing him against it in the name of the

“gpirit which inspired the German of-
ficers’ corps”, to which this DBolshevik
baptized by Thaelmann responds:
“Your letter and the loffy sentiments
expressed in it have stirred me deeply.
It is the spirit of the old army that
speaks here, the spirit of Langemarck
and Verdun. The capitalist democratic
system has nothing in common with this
gpirit. The °‘national’ circles have be-
trayed the cause of the dead in France
just as Wilhelm II betrayed it when
he fled to Holland . . . The revolution-
ary forces of the people must be assem-
bled, and the war of liberation carried
to the West (i. e, against France) over
the wreckage of the Weimar republic
. There is no longer any sclution
except that of the people’s revolution. ..”
In answer to the comments of the
former leader of the IEconomic party,
Johann Krummacher, our Lieutenant
writes: “On the Jewish question we have
already spoken recently. I would like
to make plain to you cnce more, in
brief, my standpoint in the matter: If
one wants to take the ground from un-
der the ‘Jewish business spirit’, he must
eliminate the capitalist system. In a
gsocialist Germany, the gentlemen of West
Berlin, the gentlement of Ullstein and
Mosse will no longer have anything to
say. They know this quite well and that is
why they conduct an incitement with all
means against Communism and against
the Soviet Union. Besides this, it is
nevertheless interesting, even if not of
fundamental significance, that there is
not a single Jew in the Central Commit-
tece of the Communist Party of Ger-
may, while in the Scherl DPublishing
House of Hugenberg on the contrary,
as was notoriously established in court,
there are nine representatives of this

race. Where do you find the Jewish pre-

dominance in the Communist party?

”

One could go on for pages with this
sickening rubbish were it not for the fact
that the strongest stomach Las its limits.
Enough has Dbeen quoted to show the
caliber of this new convert to Stalinist
national socialism and to indicate the
thorough wretchedness of any claim of
victory for the German party. In 1919,
the Communist Party of Germany was
cursed with the “national Bolshevik”
faction of Wolffheim and Lauffenberg;
but it soon expelled them, and without
much ceremony. In 1923, Zinoviev, Ra-
dek, Brandler and Froelich carried on
their disgraceful “Schlageter policy”, {he
attempt to win the nationalist-minded
German soldier -and worker on the basis
of a capitulatory discussion with the
nationalists. But the Schlageters and
the von Reventlows were not yet hailed
as Bolsheviks, nor were they warmly
welcomed into the ranks of the party.
In 1931 with national socialist degenera-
tion formally inscribed in the program of
the Comintern, the latter-day Lauffen-
bergs and von Reventlows—the Franco-
phobian Scheringers—are not only taken
into the party but their “works” are pub-
lished by the cfficial party without a flush
of shame and with the official imprim-
atur of the Stalinist legates in Germany.
That the editors of the Daily Worker
join in the chorus may be attributed
mainly to their ignorance: they know
no better. They are simply Dpolitically
incapable of distinguishing between the
degeneration of the party and its rev-

olutionary progress.

Organization Notes

BOSTON—

With the assistance of comrade Gordon.
the Boston branch reports Lhat contacts
are growing daily, but adds modestly
“our activities are increasing slowly but
satisfactorily”. The police having put up
a ban against street meetings, which the
official party failed to attempt to break,
our group took the initiative and last
Friday held a successful meeting. There
was a crowd of 200 in attendance, the
police met in force and made several
threats to arrest the speakers. Never-
theless the meeting was able to conclude
in good order, winding up with an ap-
peal to the assembled to attend in force
the Sacco-Vanzetti demonstration sched-
uled for the following day.

“Phe comrades were elated”, says the
report. “The crowd was militant and
responsive. After the meeting, we dis-
cussed with party comrades, who were
standing in a daze and could not believe
their eyes and ears, we who were called
counter-revolutionists, holding a meet-
ing for amnesty under the slogans of the
1. L. D., ealling the workers to a party
demonstration and leading the workers in
cheers for it. These comrades complain-
ed to us about the laziness and neglig-
ence of the party. It had not called &
single amnesty meeting in Malden dur-
ing the entire month.”’

As a result of the increasing activities
quite a few revolutionary workers have
ecome to our branch discussion meetings
and are preparing to enroll into our
clagss. The branch concludes its re-
port, from which we have taken these
excerpts, by an order for more literature.
Distribution of our pamphlets has enjoy-
ed a very favorable response. Large
quantities were disposed of in connec-
tion with the recent showing of the
picture “The Five Year Plan”.
MINNEAPOLIS—

Two of our comrades, Coover and
Dunne were arrested recently for posting
bills after a successful street meetiag.
They were subsequently released by the
failure of the arresting cop to find a
suitable charge which could stick. The
branch reports that street meetings have
otherwise gone ahead uninterruptedly
and regularly. The branch has also with
quite regularity added to its ranks by
the admittance of new members.

Our Minneapolis comrades have long
been in the lead in keeping a substnatial
Militant subscription list in the city and
keeping it quite well up-to-date. All the
efforts of the party-controlled miners’
relief committee to keep our representa-

nld nevertlirless not suc-

on. The comrades report that they were
able both to secure funds directly and
influence Left wing workers in lending
their assistance. Iskewise they have
made their good contributions to help
the Spanish Opposition and in bringing
the message of the revolutionary work-
ers of Spain to the attention of Minn-
eapolis workers. In this respect very
good results have been obtained by way
of meetings at which speakers explained
the developments in Spain and in dis-
tribution of our pamphlets on the Span-
ish revolution.

In the Minneapolis trade union field the
only Communist actively fighting for the
issues of the Left wing are those of the
Left Opposition. It became possible
therefore to elect several good Left wing-
ers for the Minnesota State Federation
convention.

CHICAGO—

New blood has been added to the
Chicago branch by the imitation of a
couple of new young members. Prepara-
tions are now under way for a serious
study class for the coming winter. Street
meetings are being held regularly. In
addition the branch has now for some
time been conducting a series of lectures
explaining the views of the Left Opposi-
tion in regards to events in the labor and
revolutionary movement. That the Chic-
ago branch is active in the regular tasks
of the movement can be learned by read-
ing the report of the recent Chicago un-
employment conference where the official
party bureaucrats spared no efforts to
keep our representatives out. But even
that does not prevent our comrades from
doing their duty and their place within
the unemployment movement, recogni-
tion or no recognition.

NEW YORK

The branch at the center has undoubt-
edly made a better record than any in
the increase of its membership. While
new applicants appear regularly the sym-
pathetic circle also records some growth.
Two street meetings are conducted re-
gularly each week. New speakers are
receiving an elementary training and a
number of young energetic comrades
animated by the good experiences of
Comrade Clarke and Stamm during
their recent activities in Cleveland are
ready to undertake organization work
immediately after our Second Conference.

The New York branch has made quite
regular progress in its syimnpathetic ef-
forts to assign a special field of activity
for every member. Most of them are
now very active participants in various
mass organizations. It has not as yet

our members taking up
+ ~hila thia satrike was l

fully suceeded, however, in effectively
mobilizing S many supporters for the

The Heft OEositlon omn the Parliamentary ETribumne

[We print below the full text of the
speech delivered by our comrade Oskar
Seipo'ld, member of the Left Opposition
of the Prussian Landtag at the session
of July 8, 1931, in the debate on the re-
ferendum recently held.]

Deputy Seipold (Left Opposition of the
Communist Party of Germany) : Although
I have had the occasion io speak from
this tribune on small questions, this is
the first time I have had the opportun-
ity to speak here in a larger debate. Or-
ganizationally and officially, I do not be-
long to the Communist party, for reasons
which it would be inopportune to explain
here, but which are outside of my will.
Politically and revolutionarily, I belong
entirely to the Communist party and
take my place in its Left wing.

The Fascist attack upon the Prussian
Landtag is part of its campalgn of de-
struction against the working class, and
it is in this sense that every revolu-
tionist will resist these veritable Ger-
man Mussolinists, on this barricade as
well as on others. Outside of this, no
revolutionary worker has any interest
in preserving the Prussian Landtag or
any other Landtag in the Reich. The
miserable parcelling out of the state,
with all the rubbish and spoliation of
the German past, has remained with us
as a heritage, and if the mutilated, vio-
lated and swindled revolution in 1918 did
not put an end to it, it is primarily the
fault of the social democracy. We are
for a united German republic and we are
sure that in a unified republic our Aus-
trian brothers will find themselves to-

gether with us. But that is not yet
enough for us. (Laughter from the
Right. Interruptions: No No.)

We know that Germany is an integral
part of Europe, for the debasement, ex-
haustion and bleeding of which the rul-
ing classes of Germany and the social
democracy bear just as much of the re-
sponsibility as the ruling classes which
imposed the shameful peace of Versailles
upon all the peoples of Europe, including
those of the socalled victors.

German and America

But even a really unified Germany
could no longer exist in a broken up
Europe devouring itself. This is pre-
cisely what illuminates specifically the
miserable position in which the contin-
ent, once so proud of itself, finds itself
today. The ruling classes of Germany
are at the present time on their knees
before Mr. Hoover, the perfect repre-
sentative of American imperialism, = of
the hierarchy, of the magnates of the
trust, of the dollar, and they look up
hopefully. Today, in the year 1931, it
depends upon when and how Mr. Hoover
wil move his index finger as to whether
we shall have a few hundred thousand
unemployed more or less, as to whether
Mr. Bruening goes or remains a few
months longer, and what is still more
important, as to whether the Reichsbank
breaks up or is maintained a while
longer. Has it not become a fact that
America ‘has put Germany on rations?
But just look at France—rvictorious,
proud, sabre-rattling France, which is

general mass demonstrations, but some
progresg is being made in this respect.
Once the New York branch learns bet-
ter the technique of effective distribution

 of the Militant and of our literatiure,

it will in the full sense of the word be-
come our banner branch. But in this
respect it has still something to learn.

Our Program of Expansion Campaign

While most of our attention of recent
date, in so far as material meansg are
concerned, has been directed toward col-
lecting funds for the help of the Left
Opposition in Spain now facing immense
revolutionary tasks, nevertheless our
program of expansion has not been at u
standstill. This holds true both in res-
pect to applying the measures called for
as well as furnishing the material means.

‘We have been able to record expansion.
Since the organization of the Pioneer
Publishers, literature sales have been
gradually on the increase. The weekly
Militant is now sufficiently solidly estab-
lished to remain. Preparations are in full
swing for the Second Conference and a
little extra organization efforts are actu-
ally being made.

DBut since the date of the Second Con-
ference is rapidly approaching there is
a double urge to just increase the speed
of collections so that we may reach the
$1500.00 by that date.

The contributions received since last
report were as follows:

. . 2,000—
Minneapolis
branch $17.00
Chicago .
branch 5.00 1,750
Boston
branch 3.00
M. Lopez,
So. Africa 2.42
New York
branch 8.50 1,500—
Tom Stamm 5.00
New York
Wm. Edwards 200 —1.250
New York
R. B. 2.00
New York 1.000—
B. J. Fields 25.00 '
New York
L. Stone, —150
Phila. 2.00
Toronto
branch 5.40
——— .500—
Total  $75.32
Previously
reported $1,177.27 097—

Total

To date $1,252.59

and certainly
position. The
received the
unexpected as

not in a much different
not in a much better
French bourgeoisie also
same amiable proposal, as

a blow over the head. It tried to set
up some opposition almost to protest
but how timidly, how reticently and

humbly! France teco has been rationed
by the grace of Hoover—not to speak
of the other states of Kurope.

In order to throw a few crumbs to the
pecple who have sunk into misery and
despair, they speak and write about a
Pan-Europe, of disarmament and other
things. Disarmament is in reality only
a strengthening of armaments for new
imperialist wars, and Pan-Europe is the
attempt by France to conceal its weak-
ness, and, under the insignia of French
bayonets, to mobilize Europe, Germany
included, against Soviet Russia, and un-
der the same trade mark, against the
United States of America.

No serious person, including M. Briand,
believes that the capitalist regime will
succeed in satisfying the needs of the
Kuropean peoples under the leadership
of militarist France. No! The postpone-
ment of ‘the war debt payments for
a year, which is essentially a secondary
question, has only increased the squab-
blings in Europe. Iow can one believes
that the bourgeoisie will be able to oli-
minate all the irreconcilable rivalries, ap-
petites and conflicts and to create a
united Kurope? If the German bourge-
olsie, together with its social democracy,
has shown its inability to unify demo-
cratically at least the German nation
then they are even less capable of col-
laborating effectively in the unification
of Europe. The German nation can be
united only by the victoricus proletariat,
The same holds true for Kurope. A Sov-
fet Germany within a Soviet Kurope—
that is our solution of the problem.
Look at ‘Soviet Russia. We have no
need of concealing the wcaknesses and
the wounds, which constitute the terri-
ble heritage of the past, we have no
need of idealizing the present situation.
It is a transitional stage, with all its
contradictions and torments. But can
our misery be compared for a single in-
stant with the hopeful perspectives
opened up by the proletarian. revolution
in Russia? Imagine for a moment that
this method of concentrated planned
economy were based not or not only
upon the backward productive forces of
Russia but also upon German economy
and technique, upon the ability of the
German worker and technician—what
then be opened up before the whole of
humanity! That this has not been real-
ized at least in part is primarily the
fault of the social democracy.

Proletarian Revolution Only Hope

The European peoples have already
seen their ruling classes in all sorts of
possibilities, of situations, and of com-
binations, and have put them to the
test. Salvation cannot come from that
source; the salvation of Germany can
only be realized by the victorious pro-
letarian revolution., Only the victorious
proletarian revolution c¢an create a
unitetd and powerful Germany which
will be a part of the Soviet Federation of
Europe.

The Fascists who want to do away
with the Prussian Landtag only because
they see in it an obstacle on the road
to the enslavement and the real national
Mussolinization of Germany, these Mus-
solinists also speak of a revolution, that
is, in contrast to us Marxists-Bolsheviks,
of a people’s revolution which they op-
pose to the proletarian revolution. We
have nothing in common with this. It is
evidently a question of a revolution that
would be of benefit to all the peoples
of Europe, and in the long run, to all of
humanity, but such a revolution can be
carried through only by the victorious
proletariat, making its will the law of
the state. Under this ambiguous formula
of the people’s revolution, we find highly
chauvinist elements like Lieutenant
Scheringer penetrating into the ranks
of the proletarian vanguard in order to
upset, to wipe out and to poison its
international conceptions. People of this
type speak of the “national” emancipa-
tion of Germany by a war against the
Western powers. To this end, they are
ready to sacrifice the forces of the pro-
letariat to national interests, and to use
them as cannon fodder. No, this is not
our standpeint. We do nnt separate the
fate of Germany from the fate of Soviet
Russia, of Kurope and of the whole
world. Qur program is not the “na-
tional” emancipation of Germany, but the
salvation of Europe by the proletarian
revolution. We know of no other salva-
tion than socialism for the destitute
threatened by crisis, unemployment sand
war. But we understand socialism not
nationally but internationally. The work-
ers of the Soviet Union have set a magn-
ificant example; they have made a prac-
tical beginning with socialist construc-
tion. This work can be ended only by
being extended over an increasing num-
ber of states, in the first place on the
European continent. Then the Soviet Un-
ion will form the natural bridge to aw-
akened Asia, and this will be the road
to the socialist world fedcration.

Revolutionary Flames in Spain

At the other extreme of the Sovlet
Unijon there now bursts forth the great
flame of the revolution. The revolution-
ary proletariat of Spain is already ad-
vancing the slogan of Soviets. This slo-
gan is as inextinguishable and indestruc-
tible as the proletariat itseif. The course
of development is only passing through
its first stage there. Our magnificant
brothers of Spain, of Catalonia and of
Biscaye, with their marvelous temper-
ament and spirit of sacrifice, will not
bring- their revolution to a halt at the
Ebert-Zamora stage; supported by the
poor despoiled peasantry, they will march
uninterruptedly to the complete victory of
the proletarian revolution. The masters
of France—not without cause—look wor-

riedly upon the events on the other side
of the P’yrenees, and in the near future,
—we are sure—the old historical watch-
word: “There are no more I’yrenees”
will become a revolutionary reality.

No, a thousand times, no. Not from
Locarnc, not from Chequers, not from the
White IIouse at Washington, from the
gilded «aves of cupidity an< blood-drench-
ed intrigue will come liberty and salva-
tion for the German and cther peoples;
only the proletariat, relying upon its
own forces, will be able to liberate it-
self, that is the only road to the eman-
cipation of Kurope from the yoke of
capitalism.

The revolution is a harsh means which
demands great sacrifies. But these sacri-
fices must be made, for there is no other
way of liberation than the proletarian
revolution. Against permanent misery,
against the permanent mutual devouring
of the people, against the permanent lies
and intrigues of the heads of the capi-
talist natiocns and naturally of ours also,
we raise the slogan of the permanent

revolution of the proletariat. This is the
banner under which stands the Comn-
munist Left Opposition, the Bolshevik-

Leninists, which is an international fac-
tion of world Communism, to which I
belong and in whose name 1 speak from
this tribune. If today we are still com-
pelled to fight against the Fascists, it
is above all the fault of the social dem-
ocratic leadership which strangled the
revolution of 1918 before it had gone
half way, before it had even gone a
quarter way in its course.

(Turning to the Right). If in 1918
vyou had not had these friends—the soc-
ial democrats—you would not be sitting
here now. Without these people (point-
ing to the social democrats) the revolu-
tion of 1918 would have dealt dif-
ferently with you. You would not have
come out of the rat holes into which you
crawled.

The “Freest Republic”

I have said that the revelutionary pro-
letariat, aside from the faet about which
the Fascists want to eliminate the Land-
tag, have no interest in its preservation.
I say quite openly: we too have no inter-
est in maintaining this democratic rep-

Comrade Seipold's Speech in the Prussian Landtag

ublic for it is not a democracy for the
proletariat but for the bourgeoisic. he
“rights” of this democracy are only a
snare with a thousand nooscs for the
workers, and for the exploiting class it
is a theater with o thousand exists.
There are two sorts of democracy: nne
for the bourgeoisie—that i< the demoecra-
tic republic: the other for the proletar-
iat—that is the revolutionary djctator-
ship of the proletariat. It is often said,
mainly by the parties of the Center, that
we live in the freest republie in the
world. It is doubtless futile for me to
cite instances to refute this “bold” as-
sertion. One need only look around in
order to see how perfectly the black-
jack is used against the revolutionary
worker. If, for example, the Spartakiad
was recently prohibited, such a policy of
violence is not always a sign of strength.
I1as not Mr. Minister Severing said this
very day that one must permit even a
dying man to show signs of life from
time to time?

This “freest republic” in the world ac-
cords the right of asylum to all the ¢oun-
ter-revolutionists the White Guards of
the Soviet Union and elsewhere. But for
revolutionists, for I.eon Trotsky, the
former I’eople’s Commissar and organizer
of the Red Army of the Sovict Republic,
this “freest republic¢” in the world offers
no asylum, any more than all the other
capitalist countries.

(Interruption: And Russia?)

To discuss with you as to why he is
not in Russia would he just as futile as
to batter against the waves of the sea.

(Deputy TLeonhardt: A great phileso-
pher!)

You are the greatest, dear collcague.

I shall vote against’ the referendum
proposed by the IFascist organizations and
will naturally vote for the proposal of
the Communist fraction for the dissolu-
tin of the Iandtag. because the prole-
tariat, as I have said has no interest in

1 the preservation of this parliament, or

in the preservation of parliamentarism
in general; our aim. is the extra-parlia-
mentary revelution in permancney, the
Scviet republic of Germany in a Soviet
Europe as the bridge to the world social-
ist federation.

Jobless Meet Sabotaged

(Continued from page 1)
the request that each delegation sign one
together with the names of the delegatas.
The Communist League of America (Op-
position) had two delegates, Hugo Oehler
and Martin Payer.

After the slips were collected, they
were gone over by a couple of the party
officials. No credentials committee was
elected—neither was any report made by
any one as to how many organizations
were present, approximate membership,
etc. This was all purposely “omitted”
because “Trotskyists” were present.

Then Nels Kjar spoke, pointing the
two reasons for the conference and ex-
plained that the floor was thrown opoen
for discussion. While Nels Kjar was
speaking. Rybicki pointed out the two
delegates from the Communist Opposition
and gave the chairman instructions not
to give us the floor. Then in order to
make his plans water-tight, Rybicki went
through the delegates and caucused up
with several of the party members with
this result: The speakers came up in
1-2-3 style. The chairman and Rybicki
would point to one after the other of
those that were lined up—and only they

were given the floor. All other hand-
wavings were entirely disregarded.
Finally after seven or eight had

spoken, nearly three hours of speeches,
Rybicki cut the speech-making by an-
nouncing that during the “floor discus-
sion” The Committee had chosen 25 ot
those present to be the delegation to ge
to the Emerson Relief Committee! Who
‘‘the committee” was, where it came from,
and who gave it authority to chose the
delegation, Rybicki did not explain. I
understand that ideas do not come from
nowhere, but I assure you that this “com-
mittee” did. Because the conference did
not elect any committee and knew noth-
ing whatsoever about it until Magician
Rybicki pulled it out of his sleeve,

When the names of the appointees were
read off, three of the workers expressed
an inability to serve in the delegation.
Payer together with two or three other
workers, stood up and voluuteered. Then
Rybicki said that before adjourning the
conference, he would read off the com-
pleted list of the delegation, and lo and
behold, Payer’s name had vanished. JIle
was not included. Oehler, Payer and two
of the delegates seated near us tried to
get the floor to protest. We waved hands,
stood up, “‘comrade-chairmaned”—but the
meeting was. adjourned in apple pie or-
der.

Payer’s protest after the conference to
Rybicki who answered curtly with. “You
know we wouldn’t accept you”. Rybicki
explained to one of the worker-delegates
who persisted in objecting to such tac-
tics of discrimination by saying that
Payer was not added to the delegation of
25 because “They already had the right
proportion, 509 Negro and 509, .white’
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and ‘“besides there are certain organiza-
tions that we have nothing to do with.”

Such tactics as these only serve to
divorce party leadership from the work-
ers. They discredit the Communist move-
ment. Such tactics as these will give
birth to a still-born babe if they are
applied in September 13th Unemploy-
ment Conference.

The duty of the ILeft Opposition is
to fight and expose the party’s policy
of grasping their other hand (their aux-
iliary organizations) and calling it a
“united front” of the working class. The
duty of every Communist and sympathiz-
er is to fight against the bureaucrats’

deliberate strangling of the potential
mass unemployvment movement. Exert

pressure to force the party to hold a
genuine united front unemployment con-
ference on September 13th. Because only
then will we able effectively to resist
the police terrer, discredit the “Red
scare” propaganda and wage =a  united
struggle of employed and unemployed
against the miseries of unemployment.

It is interesting to note that when the
district organizer, Bill Gebert, spoke,
although he linked the “Trotskyists” with
the agents of the bosses and denounced
us for bolstering up the capitalist Sys-
tem and told the Negroes that the “Trot-
skyists” were defenders of racial dis-
crimination and Jim Crow laws—never-
theless objective conditions forced him
to point out the necessity of adopting
block councils and the united front of
all working class organizations—unem-
ployment demands “borrowed” from the
Opposition. Of course, in true hypocrit-
ical fashion, he did not peint out that
these were “Trotskyist” demands—no,
no. Gebert conveniently forgot the origin
of the demands, although he did not for-
get to ‘“connect” us up with a forged
membership card got out by the Chicazo
Real Estate Board. Gehert  told the
workers assembled: the next time they
run across any of the “renegades who
call themselves Communists” to—*“Well
yvou know what to do.” And the chorus
of party bureaucrats replied in unison,
“Ych, we'll beat hell out of *em !”

—MARTIN C. PAYER.
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