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Off the N eninist Track

Stalin’s «<New Economic Policy»

L K J

The “new economic policy” enunciated
by Stalin at a meeting of industrial dir-
ectors on June 23, and made public only
two weeks later, has brought him paeans
of praise from the bourgeois press.
“This latest step back toward the normal
in working conditions,” writes the New
York Times on July 7, “is scarcely
shorter than the restoration of private
property rights and liberties would be.”
Fortunately, the elation of the Times
contains more wish than reality. There
is no doubt that the Times and other
bourgeois commentators would prefer
to have the Soviet Union restore those
“private property rights and liberties”
which have demonstrated their “super-
fority” over the socialist system by the
planetary crisis of capitalism and the
migsery and want_ that have accompanied
it. There is equally no doubt. however,
that the whole spirit of Stalin’s “new
policy”, the formal and official adoption
of which is naturally g foregone con-
clusion, marks a step backward from the
revolutionary policies of Lenin’s time.

How the New Policy Is Made

The manner in which the new turn
is made is in itself c¢haracteristic of the
state of affairs in the Soviet Union to-
day. In the days before the bureaucracy
had fastened its talons upon the party.
questions of this sort were subjected to
a thorough discussion by all the Com-
munists, and the non-party wecrkers as
well. Every phase of the problem was
treated in so adequate and clear a man-
ner that it had the guarantee of the
collective wisdom of the party. "What
is more, its promulgation was assured
of an understanding and a popularity
among the workers. The best instance
of this mode of procedure—the only one
proper for a workers’ state—was the man-
ner in which Lenin first introduced, had
adopted and applied the New KEeconomic
Policy. In the present case, the new
turn was first made public upon the sole
responsibility of the infallible General
Secretary. The party—much less the
working class as a whole—was never con-
sulted. The speech <was deliberately
withheld until the day when the Central
Committee session opened. In this way,
Stalin insured himself against any dis-
cussion at all. The Central Committee,
a purely “advisory” body 10 the General
Secretary, will adopt the measures pro-
posed by him without a word.

What Is the essence and the spirit of
the new measures proposed? It is a dis-
quieting continuation of the course which
the Stalinist bureaucracy has pursued
since its rise to power. It means that
the hand is stretched out more openily
to the bourgeois elements, while the
working class is pushed back another
step from control or influence over in-
dustry.

“The sabotagers still exist and will
exist so*long as classes exist, but sabot-
agers are now isolated (?). The atti-
tude towards the old intelligenzia must
change. The desire for cooperation, to-
gether with efforts to improve the mat-
erial situation of the intelligenzia must
be stresser.”

A realistic Communist sratesman can-
not, to be sure, reject or ever fail to seek
the cooperation of the bourgeois special-
isty in the construction of a socialist
society. They are some of those “bricks”
of the old society which are found at
hand when the old strucure is torn down
by the insurrectionary proletariat. But
the most vigilant attitude must be ob-
served towards them. Assurances must
be given that the workers have the op-
portunity to control them, to prevent
them from undermining the rule of the
proletariat. It was the failure to es-
tablish these nssurances in the past that
made possible the penetration into the
highest posts of the party; the Soviet
and the economic institutions of such
elements as were finally uncovered in
he recent trials and those that preceded
them. Does Stalin’s “new policy” stren-
gthen these assurances? The contrary
is unfortunately true.

“Clumsy, topheavy Soviet organiza-
tions,” says Stalin, “must be divided up
and amplified to permit leaders the possi-
bility of learning what happens to all
parts of the apparatus. Collective lead-
ership must develop into individual re-
sponsibility. A chairman, with a few
asgigtants must head concerns, whilst
remaining members of the collegium must
descend into practical work to their own
advantage and that of the cause.”

How Lenin Viewed the Problem

Lenin did not oppose the “subjecting
of the will of thousands to the will of
one” in industry, any more than the
Bolsheviks were ever opposed to the es-
tablishment of piece work during the
transition period to Communism. But
Lenin did not fail to emphasize that “the
more firmly we now have to advocate
a merciless and firm rule and dictator-
ship of individuals for definite processes
of work during certain periods of purely
executive functions, the more diverse
should be the forms and means of mass
conirol in order to paralyze every possi-
bility of distorting the Soviet rule, in

~der repeatedly and tirelessly to remove

the wild grass of bureaucratism”. (Sov-
iets at Work, page 42.)

The “forms and means of mass con-
trol” have been reduced to a minimum
under the Stalinist regime. The DBesse-
dovskys and Agabekovs can rise to the
top in the party because the workers
do not control them from below. The
Ramzins, the Ossatchis, together with
the Menshevik conspirators, can go on
for years with their c¢riminal work be
cause collective leadership has not only
“developed into individual responsibility”
but because there is no control of the
waorkers over this  “responsibility”.

In 1927, Stalin told the American
trade union delegation to Russia that
“not a single factery manager can re-
main at his post contrary to the will of
the workers or the particular trade wun-
fon. It must be obxerved also that in
every factory and workshop there is a
factory council elected by the workers,
which control the activities of the mai-
agement of the particular enterprise,”
ete, ete. Since then, the decree was is-
sued abolishing all these guarantees,
which were exaggerated by Stalin even
then. “Members of the Communist party,
unicn representiatives and shop commlic-
tees.” said the decree, “are instructed not
to interfere in questions of manage-
ment.” (Fretheit, September 9, 1920.)

SNocialism cannot be built up by bour-
geois specialists. Not even the founda-
tions for a socialist economy can he laid
by them. They can be of great aid.
but the main task requires the whole-
hearted, enthusiastic, collective, initin-
tive, self-activity and participation of
the proletarian masses. 'They must not
merely “descend into practical world”,
they must also guide, manage, control,
check the plans by the results: they
must feel in the most intimate sense of
the word that they. the working class,
are the rulers of society, the masters of
their destiny. Without the stubborn
maintenance and deepening of this feel-
among the workers, industries may grow
te: fabulous proportions, all the efficiency
systems in the world may be introduced,
but a socialist gociety will not be erected.

Four years ago. the Left Opposition
issued the warning in its Platform:

The Opposition’s Warning

“The regime within the shops has de-
teriorated. The administrative organs
are striving more and more to establish
their unlimited authority. The hiring
and discharge of workers is actually in
the sole hands of the administration.
Pre-revolutionary relations bhetween ‘mas-
ter and workmen arée not rarely to be
found . . . Never before have the trade
unions and the working mass stood so
far from the management of the socialist
industry as now. The self-activity of
the mass of workers organized in the
trade unions is being replaced by agree-
ments between the secretaries of locals,
the factory directors, and the chairmen
of the factory and shop committees (the
“triangle”). The attitude of the work-
ery to the factory and shop committées

'is one of distrust.”

Since these lines were written, the
process of removing the workers frem
control of management has advanced with
giant strides. Even the agreements of
the “triangle” no longer obtain. The
latest “turn” only makes matters worse.

How much longer will the Stalinist
bureaucracy be permitted to pursue its
disastrous course which strengthens the
elements hosile to proletarian rule, which
weakens the hold of the working class,
which threatens the reveclution with dis-
solution and decay?

—MAX SHACHTMAN.

Shall
Eight
Pie?

The day draws hear when eight in-
nocent Negro boys will be taken one by
one to the electric chair to have their
lives burned out by the fatal current.
The sadistic bourgeoisie of the South,
thirsting for blood, is determined to add
the Scottsboro victims wholesale to the
list of those who have fallen to the
greater glory of Lynch law and capital-
ist justice.

The day of the execution which was
set for July 10 has been postponed pend-
ing an appeal to a higher court by the
defenve. But this is only the most tem-
porary and deceptive of delays. It was
in this manner that the murderers of
Masxachusetts kept Saceo and Vanzetti
in nerve-wracking suspense, while the
movement for them was partly deluded
and taken off its guard. Only the rev-
oluticnists pointed out then as they ure
pointing out today: What will save these
victims from the savages who plan their
death is an iron-willed mass movement
of the workers. The courts and their
justice are a cruel illusion. They exist
only as the instruments of our enemies.
To expect justice for the oppressed from
the hands of their masters is to expocet
water from stones. Rely upon your
own acticn, upon the power of your un-
ited eftorts!

The ~tay of execution must now be
utilized to the maximum. The workers
and the Negro masses as a whole who
have rightly made the «ause of the
Scottsbore boys their own cause, have 10
interest at all in “saving the fair name
of Alabama” or in “vindicating the jus-
tic. ¢ our courts”. They can safely
leave these aims to the whining liberals
—black and white—who have played
such a shameful role in the whole case.
Let them continue their chosen task of
saving the face of the decadent institu-
tions of a barbaric ruling class. We
want to save the lives of the Eight. "We
want to use the occasion offered by the
movement created for the defense of the
prisoners as a new pcint of departure
tfor an offensive against the virulent sys-
tem of super-exploitation of the Negro
masses, against the political, social and
economie inequality under which they
suffer. For it is not merely eight mem-
bers of an oppressed race who are held
for execution. The Negro masses have
been tried and sentenced in the lynching
atmosphere of the court.

There is no time to be lost. The move-
ment must be extended and rooted deep-
er in the masses. But its base must be
a solid and sure one. It is not the petty
bourgeois Negro masses who will save
the boys. They oscillate constantly Dbe-
tween their white masters and the Negro
masses.  Their inost “consistent” repre-
sentatives are the heads of the National
Association for the Knslavement—not
Advancement—of the Colored Pecple. Nor
are the various relgious and church
organizations which have come to ihe
I L. D. conferences a sutficiently sure
and firm basis for the movement, They
are allies of the moment—but not for
long. The movement must he extended
among the trade unions, the workerg’ or-
ganizations, and above all, into the
depths of the most exploited sections of
the Negroes themselves.

Giving large enough scope, such a
niovenrent can wrest the Kight from the
talons of the Bourbon South. Upon the
workers—black and white-—rests the re-
apensibility  for the right reply: Shall
Ilight Die? ILet there be such a thunder-
ous response that the Southern assassins
shall hear and heed!

On Guard Against Betrayal !

Hillman's New Racket - The «Campaign»
Against Racketeering

The Amalgamated Clothing Workers
and its president, Sidney Hillman, are
being given wide publicity in the press.
The A. (. W, through Hillman has placed
itself on record as a bitter enemy of
racketeering and gangsterism. Hillman’s
fame as a progressive labor leader, won
by his elaborate system of self-advertis-
ing, has been augmented by a new
achievement: the ridding of the men’s
clothing industry of the plague of racket-
eering and gangsterism.

He started his campaign against rac-
keteering in connection with the de-
claration of his program for the coming
season at a meeting of 1,500 shop chair-
men called by the New York Joint
Board. The program calls for a genetal
~xtrike in the New York market,

At that meeting, Hillman stressed the
point of putting an end tn the racketeer-
ing and gangsterism rampant inside and
out of the union. He referred to the
murderous attack upon officers and mem-
bers of the union by gangsters in the
stike against Silverman and Turner,
which must be taken as a challenge to
the organization and met with the ut-
most determination.

The following week, Hillman issued
appeals to the clothing retallers and the
general public for support in his nobie
campaign to ¢lean out racketeering in the
industry. He then held a number of con-
ferences with Mayor Walker, District
Attorney Crain and Police Commissioner
Mulrooney, and secured their services in
the coming struggle against the enemies
of law and order and the wreckers of
the induxtry. Upon the Mayor’s ques-
tion whethe he could promise that there
would be no gtrike in New York, Hill-
man answered that “if there will be a
strike, the racketeers would call it” and
that he was concerned with peace and

- cooperation in the industry.

In his public statements and declara-
tions about the contemplated general
strike, Hillman made it clear that the

strike would be called only against the’

unfair contraclors and manufacturers
who are under the influence and protec-
ticn of the racketeers and constitute only
about 3 percent or so of the industry and
whose shops number about 60 in all.
Who then are the racketeers so power-
ful and influentiai inside and outside
(Continued on page 3)

-in the splendid manner the

23,000 West Virginia Miners
Are Outin New Strike Wave

Forward to a United Front of the Pennsylvania, Ohio, lllinois and W. Va. Miners

On July 6, the miners of the Kanawha,
West Virginia, coal fields went on strike
against the existing starvation condi-
tions and on the very first day equalled
solidarity
already displayed by the miners in other
sections now on strike. A total of 23,-
000 went out in this tield. This strike
is ealled in the name of and under lead-
ership ot the independent West Virginia
Mine Werkers union. The conditions of
poverty there are almost indescribable,
wages are down to rock bottom, as low
as 28¢ for getting out a ton of coal.
It thus follows right upon the heels of
the strike in the Western Pennsylvanai,
dnstern Ohio and Northern West Vir-
ginia territory under leadership of thé
National Miners Union and once more

RUSH RELEF!

The strikers are in desperate need of
relief t¢ help them win. ‘I'he coal oper-
ators are relying not only upon their
thugs, private and public, bhut also upon
General Hunger. The splendid move-
ment of the tens of thousands of miners,
harbinger of a new day in the American
working class, must nct be allowed to
suffer for want _of relief. The miners
saved nothing from the “prosperity”
days, because they had nothing to save.
They have infinitely less now. They and
their kids and wives are hungry for waut
of food. They are homeless for want of
homes—the cperators eviet them daily.
They are ragged for want of clothes.
Aid is desperately needed. It will help
win the strike. We urge all workers to
send funds and clthing either to the
local stations, or tp the main office of
the Pennsylvania-Ohio Striking Miners
Relief Committee, 611 Penn Avenue Pit-
tsburgh Pa.

bears testimony to the widespread revolt
within the coal miners’ ranks.

Kanawha A New Impetus

In this last named territory, the mur-
dercus police and gunmen attacks, the
vicious injunctions and the treacherous
eftorts of U. M. W, officialdom have sue-
ceeded only in bringing a very smalil
fraction back to the pits. The action of
the Kanawha field miners shoéuld now
offer a new inspiration to their ranks
and vividly reawaken the glorious tradi-
tion of the battles of Paint Creek and
Cabin Creek. It is to Dheexpected that
the coal operators here will also live up
to their brutal tradition of using all
ruthless attempts to crush this strike.
The econtemptible gang of the U. M. W.
is already on the job endeavoring to
gerve the bosses as they dié in the past,
when the West Virginia miners were
left in the lurch in 1924,

IIn Harlan, Kentucky, nearly 10,000
niiners are still standing solid, striking
under local leadership. Seventeen of
their numbers are within the shadow
of the electric chair for having defended
themselves and ftheir union against the
operators gunmen. Recently also some
2,000 miners wtruck against starvation
conditions in the heart of the Illinois
coal fields at the Orient inines, number
1 and 2. Here also the John L. Lewis
forces attempted to reseue the bosses by
ordering the men back to work But just
so much more should the miners’ strug-
gles throughout the ccuntry become a
rallying cry to all militant workers to
give their unstinted support to the relief
actions which are being carried on in
behalf of these strikes and to the defense
of those incarcerated.

Simultanecusly with the beginning of
the West Virginia strike, the Illinois
rebellious miners are meeting in conven-
tion at Belleville. Whether the definite
steps tor the formation of g new union
will be taken at that gathering is not
vet known, But it can be stated with
absolute certainty that the wreckage
wrought everywhere in the soft coal
fields by the capitalist agents of the
John L. Lewis clan should leave no doubt
in the minds of these miners that there
is no other way out. The lack of organi-
aztion in the face of these important
erowing struggles iz sadly apparent. The
lack of unity stands out clearly. The
time should be past for office-seeking
elements who will attempt to capitalize
the situation in order to land a job.
It should also become a real test and
a process of selection of leadership of
the character ready to take the bold
steps required by the situation. There
should be an opportunity as well to make
short shrift of the opportunists and con-
scious reformists who step into the situa-
tion to harness the movements into safe
channls and prevent the militancy from
unfolding. The actual test of the pre-
sent situation will quickly show where
each aspirant to leadership stands.

We have presented a picture of various

inde y°ndent movements developing from
various directions and through various
methods and forms of the struggle. But
all are genuine in mass character, all
are striving in one general direction—
toward the building of a miners’ union
free from the corrupting and treacherous
influence of the old John L. Lewis mach-
ine. This is what we have already em-
phasized as the only way out. Its cor-
rectness is Dbeing demonstrated in its
first steps by the realities of life. 1t
gives the lie to the Right wing Love-
stoneiteyy to their Yroposal to return
to. the decadent U. M. W., and flings it
back into their face. How pitiful was
their aim, how clearly it is now being
demonstrated that it could mean only
woing backward, to give up struggle, to
submit to tthe bossex’ agents and to
prohibit the miners from finding a mili-
tant solution to their problems! Well,
the miners gave no heed to such reform-
ist proposals and even if they do not
fully succeed at this present stage a
treméndous «tep forward has been taken.

However, these struggles of various
bona tide movements developing in one
ceneral direction, despite existing de-
fects, present yet one bigger problem
pressing for a solution. That is the one
of unifying all these fighting miners
ranks within one militant union embr:c-
ing all the coal diggers and resting
sclidly on a class basis. The proposal
made by Foster in the Daily Worker tc
invite these various sections, or perhaps
only some of them, to come to the plan-
ned convention of the National Miners
U'nion, while it shows a change from
the former reactionary policy of boy-
cott of these movements by the Centrists,
brought about by the pressure of
events and by the pressure of our
correct proposals, is nevertheless false.
It does not present the correct method

of actually solving this problem. We
have cmphasized before that the correct
method is a genuinely established united
front, an amalgamation of all these re-
bellious miners’ sections with the N. W.
U. leading toward complete unification
within one such all embracing union. We
repeat: these various movements are in-
dependent and genuine in their mass con-
tent as well as in their revolt against
the old corrupt bureaucracy. They must
all be treated ax such and there must
be an hcnest approach toward them in
recognition of this baxis. In the pro-
cess of unitications, the Communists
have nothing to fear and cverything ro
eain.  Only the office-seeking opportun-
ixts and outright traitcr need fear rhe
unity «f the fighting miners. And it is
precisely in such a process that they
will stand exposed. while the superior-
ity of the revolution:iry policies and lead-
ership will be demonstrated.
The Need for the United Front

The National Miners T'nion, and more
particnlarly the party leadership. has a
great opportunity in this ~ituation to
carry out a Leninist policy of tl,» united
front. It is absolutely exsentianl, in the
interest of the rank and tile coal miners,
that it heeds this oppertunity. Trans-
lated into action, into practical steps
required by the present situation it
means that the party leadership must
adopt a policy for the National Miners
Union of it becoming instrumental in
calling a conference and take all the
other negpossary steps te bring genuine
representatives of these independent sec-
tional movements together to discuss
their problems as equals and to find the
way and provide the means for united
action. When these steps are taken
there should be good prospects for uni-
fication into one militam miners union.

—A. S.

For a United Defense !

Movement Begins for the Defense of the
Two Philadelphia Oppositionists

George J. Saul, of the Communist
League. has just returned to New York
from a week's series of meetings in
I’hiladelphia where he addressed work-
ers on the significance of the convie-
tion recently handed down against Ber-
nard Morgenstern and Leon Goodman,
two members of the Left Opposition wio
were indicted under the Flynn Sedition
Act of Pennsylvania for distributing an
Oppoxiticn leaflet on the unemployment
situation. Comrade Saul reports hun-
dreds of workers in attendance at meet-
ings, great interest displayed in the case
and a good distribution of literature.

In order to centralize the defense
movement, a Morgenstern-Goodman De-
fense Committee is now being formed in
Philadelphia, representing various ele-
ments in the labor mcvement. The Comni-
mittee will undertake the agitgtional cam-
paign for the two militants, conducting
the defense, raising the necessary funds,
sending out speakers to labor organiza-
tions and so forth. The need for a
separate ccmmittee for this case has
been rendered imperative by the fact
that the International Labor Defens-,
under the control of the Stalinist bur-
eaucracy has shamelessly sabotaged the
defense of the two workers from the very
beginning, solely because they were ad-
The I. L. D. even failed to provide the
day, the official party and 1. L. 0. pub-
lications have not breathed a word about
the arrests, the trial and the conviction.
herents of the Left Opposition. To this
workers with legal defense-—much less
an agitational movement. To blacken
the record even more deeply. our com-
rades have been forcibly ejected from
defense conference called by the I. I.. D

This criminal procedure becomes all
the more disgraceful and disastrous for
the movement in view of the numerous
other cases that have heen or are being
prosecuted under the Flynn Act. A num-
ber of Communist party members have
already been convicted under it. Others
run the same danger. Under the provi-
sions of the Act, any organization with
a Communist program is :mt(‘.mﬂtica'lly
considered illegal. In other words, the
various prosecutions for “sedition” are
a preliminary to crushing the wlgole
Communist mevement, driving it out of
legal existence, as a forerunner to inten-
sified attacks upgn the labor movement
and the working c¢lass as a whole.

United Front Imperative

Such g state of affairs demands the
most energetic struggle possible, and a
struggle upon the basis of unity. 'The
failure of the I. L. D. bureaucrats to
take even the elementary steps towards
establishing class solidarity in defense
work has already met with the protesi
or inquiries from numerous branches and
members of the I I.. ID. This is the best
sign of the vitality of the ranks of -the
organization, whom the bureaucrats seek
to stifle. The sabotage of the 1. I.. D,
which is giving signal service to the stare
prosecution, must be stopped forthwith.
The wurkers in the ranks must demand
a change in policy. The movement must
be broadened, it must be built upon the
basis of the united front, it must em-
brace the cases of Lawrence, Ryder,
Morgenstern, Goodman and other victims
of the Flynn Aect.

The ILeft Oppositicn ix  prepared to
give its entire support to such a wunited
front movement.
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Militant. The affair will take place

at TIBBETTS

A PICNIC

To Celebrate the Appearance of the Weekly Militant

The New York branch of the Communist League invites all militants
to join with it at the Picnic to celebrate the appearance of the Weekly

SUNDAY, JULY 12, 1931

Games — Races — Rowing — Baseball

Directions: Jerome Ave.—Woodlawn subway to the end of the line. Hike
or take street car to Park: Plot 8.
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Reviews and News of the Working Class and Revolutionary

The Spis asses iotio -
Is the Communist Party ?

The Strikes

In our notes of the preceding week, we
said, 'in speaking of the failure of the
Pasajes (Guipuzcoa) strike that the
movement failed, due to the Civil Guard
and the massacre brought about by the
government troops, but that the Pasajes
strike was the point of departure ifor
a strike movement around economic de-
mands, involving the entire Spanish
working class.

A week has passed, and the strike move-
ment has taken o0: genuinely broad and
deep proportions. In Coronia, the match
workers are on strike. At Gijon, there
is a strike of the street car workers.
At Lugo, the painters are striking. In
Morocco (at Mellila) there is an elec-
tricians’ strike, and small economie
strikes are spreading everywhere. Yes-
terday, however, the bigges: and the most
serious strike since the coming of the
Republic, broke out. The mine work-
ers of the Asturias have gone on strike
with the demand of a two peseta wage
increase and a seven hour day. The Re-
publican government, refusing to grant
the seven-hour day, has taken the side
of the mine operators. The reformist
and social democratic leaders also order-
ed the workers not to go out on strike,
at the same time -organizing groups of
strike breakers. On the very first day,
the miners were already confronted by
the reformist scabs. The first day of
the strike brought about a bloody con-
flict, in which several workers fell, bad-
ly wounded.

At the time this is being written, the
strike is still solid. More than 60 per
cent of the Asturian miners are out, al-
though the reformist leaders claim that
only 20 percent of the workers respond-
ed to the strike call. But even Maura,
the minister of the Interior, is forced
to admit that more than nine thousand
of the twenty-five thousand workers are
on strike. And at that, the figures of
the minister are far frcm accurate. The
strikers are determined (o hold out
against the aggression of the mine own-
ers’ agents, It is a very diflicult, sftua-
tion for the social democrats, and the
workers are beginning to distrust the
promises of the socialist ministers.

The Partial Election of May 31

‘Sunday, May.31, was the day set for
the election of the municipal council-
lors, still contested after the elections
of Apeil 12. As was predicted, the elec-
tions were a success for the socialist-
republican coalition. The monarchists
were vietorious only in a few smaller
villages. Only one candidate of the C.
P. wag elected, at Seville.

But it must be established that in the
more strictly working class centers, it
was the radical-socialists that were vie-
torious, while the socialists were suc-
cessful mainly in the villages with a
petty bourgeois population. This is fur-
ther evidence of the decline in the in-
fluence of the socialist party. The work-
ers are more for the radicals, who, {n
the question of the reprisals against the
Communists, are developing a more de-
magogie and seemingly more radical aec-
tivity than the socialist strike breakers
and butchers of the revolutionary werk-
ers,

Suprises are expected from the elec-
tiens for the Constituent Assembly. A
change of sentiment in the electorate is
bound to benefit greatly the radical-soc-
falists. who are the most radieal wing
of the bourgeoisie. It would mean a
break in the hold of the socialist party
as a workers’ party, as it still styles
{tself.

It is regrettable that the C. P. has
not yet been bhorn. But for the leaders
of the official C. P. without a following,
“the party exists and works”.

Financial Panic

Yeosterday, the peseta fell in a most
alarming fashion.  Several banks and
financial concerns ceased functioning,
At Madrid, the panic is enormous. There
is the talk ot the resignation of Indal-
acio Prieto, the minister of finance. The
population is very restless because, due
to the depreciation of the peseta. there
Is an increase in the cost of living and
the most frightful starvation and misery
for the working class. Due to the sus-

rension of financial operations, a few
Industries, particularly in the building

trades, working on a credit basis have
been forced to foreclose. Thereby, the
fall of the peseta has caused a direct
increase in unemployment, We shall
deal more thoroughly with this question
in our notes for the coming weeks,
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In the Communist Party

At Madrid, the Autonomus Communist
Organization has met. It was decided
to propose to the E. C. of the official
party the formation of a united front
of the Communists for the approaching
electoral struggle. Contrary to the good
will of the comrades of the Madrid or-
ganization, we witness the provocation
of the partisans of the irresponsible and
adventuristic E. C. Some of their fol-
lowers came to provoke the meeting but
the two hundred workers assembled en-
crgetically repudiated them.

We must note the almost childish faith
that the comrades of the organization
still have, in their hope fto make a
united front with the E. C. and their
belief in a reaction against the bureau-
crats of the T. C. C. I. Fortunately
many cf the comrades are beginning to
realize ‘that the crisis in the C. P. of
Spain is only one manifestation of the
crisis in the Comintern and that in or-
der to bring about the unity of the Span-
ixh Communist movement it is necessary
to bring ahout Communist unity interna-
tionally and at the same time to change
the political course of the . I.

But the comrades must be convinced
by their own experiences that the Left
Opposition alone has a genuine Com-
munist line. That is what the Spanish
Communist Opposition and its monthly,
Communisme which was acclaimed by
the comradesz in Madrid, BRBilbao, the
Asturias etc.,, are actually doing.

—HENRY LACROIX,

THE ARCHIO-MARXISTS IN ACTION

Left Opposition Leads the May Day
Struggles in Greece

Our Archio- Marxist comrades of the
Greek Left Opposition have transmitted
the following report concerning the
events of the First of May and their
part in them. It is sufficient merely to
publish it to refute all the calumnies
circulated against these yaliant com-
rades.—Ed.

On the occasion of the Iirst of May,
our organization, in an open letter pub-
lished in the Pali ton Takseor No. 20
praposed a united front to the party in
the demonstrations at the different places
where the workers have been accustomed

to a¥semble each year (since 1918), at

Renti, between Athens and Piraeus. We
motivated our proposals on the fact that
although our proletariat is very militant
in its econmomic struggles, it has not
yet reached the point of fighting for
political aims and of rising against. the
state, which prohibited all meetings in
our city. In our opinion, it was our duty
te go where the workers are to be found
at present, in order to lead them much
further.

In their paper. they called us social de-
mocrats and splitters, who with this
action want to pull the workers out of
the town and therby play the game of
the bourgeoisie. (We must not forget
last year: while the party dissipated it-
self in militant demonstrations of 5 and
10 people, our organization organized a
meeting at Renti, which was attacked by
the police, who after a battle lasting

The British Scene

England’s Economic Plight

The decline of the British empire has
almost become proverbial. The last part
of the nineteenth century already wit-
nessed the rise of the threat to its dom-
ination. Germany, then the most active
competitor, began crowding England in
the world market. But it is since the
world war, and the establishment of the
United States as a world dominant
creditor nation, that the decline has be-
come more accelerated. This is perhaps
not so much demonstrated in actual fig-
ures of lost ground as in the import of
their comparison with general world
market conditions, and above all in the
political import of this factor.

England did not experience since the
war, an intervening ‘“prosperity” period
as did the United States from 1924 to
1929, as did France, not even such a
temporary upwrd swing as took place
in Germany. Since the world war she
has been saddled with an enormous in-
debtedness to ithe United States. It
would be difficult to ealculate the total
amount, but payments of the purely gov-
ernmental debts to U. S, for the pro-
posed moratorinm year alcne would
amount to $159,520,000 according to the
New York Times estimate. After a de-
sperate struggle, England did succeed in
re-establishing her gold standard but is

now quite alarmed at the protracted
heavy flow of gold to the U. 8. and
France.

The decline has become reflected with-
in the country, that is, agide from the
differentiation of interests within the
dominion empire, in a steadily mounting
unemployment; in a marked uncertainty
within the upper c¢lass; in decline of the
decadent Liberal party and new divisions
within the political parties in general,
both capitalist and labor; in a diminu-
tion of the formerly powerful aristocracy
of labor as well as in sharpened class
antagonisms

“Gradualness” some time ago became
the sacred gospel of Baldwin and Mae-
Donald alike. As far as its object is
concerned there have been no funda-
mental differences discernible, all possi-
ble pious protestations by MacDonald to
the contrary notwithstanding. And sure-
Iy England is now experiencing a gradu-
alness of decline, with-—as in all past
history, so also in the future—prospects
af some violent interruptions, both of
war and of revolutionary upheavals.

Today the export of British goods is
declining more rapidly than is interna-
ticnal trade. Figures are very tiresome
but to cite g few in demonstration will
nevertheless prove ijlluminating. The
net favorable balance, or credit to
British trade and wervices of all kinds
for the year 1930 amounted to $189,000,-
000. Defore the war, with its lower
price level, the net balance was never-
theless much higher. For example, in
1913 a total of $878 000,600 and in 1907
a total of $670,000,000.] How seriously
England has been hit by the present
world c¢risis is illustrated by the Board
of Trade index number of industrial pro-
duction. With 1924 as its base line it
shows a drop from 114 in the fourth
quarter of 1929 to 110.7 in the first
quarter of 1930; to 103.1 in the second
quarter; to 99.5 in the third quarter.
The yet more recent figures of the Board
of Trade for the first quarter of 1931
shows a fall of imports of $368,467,665
and of exports of $339,692,555 below the
corresponding period of 1930.

Growing Conflict in World Market

The competition and preparations for
the conflict with the United States pro-

ceeds everywhere. In Ching it cannot be
said that England has been most success-
tul. It alternatingly backed the various
reactionary militarist oppositions to the
Nationalist government of Chiang Kai-
Shek which of course, was equally as
reactionary but so far more successful.
The “open door” policy of the American
imperialists—because of their having less
important concessions—won favor with
the bourgeoisie of the Chinese National-
ist government. The success to date of
{ts present degree of stabilization is in
no small measure due to the defeat of
the revoluticn of the Chinese workers and
peasants because of the Menshevik pol-
icy by which it was conducted by the
Stalin Comintern regime. However, the
perspectives for political superjority ot
American imperialism in China are by
no means secured. The Chinese revolu-
tion is still smouldering.

In South America, British imperialism
is striving desperately to maintain its
foothold against the American agressor,
But the immense preponderance of
credits available in Wall Street presseg
continually for new fields of invest-
menfts. Recently the air has been astir
with newspaper rumors of some sort of
extension of the Hoover moratorium aec-
tion for ‘“‘relief” of South America., How-
ever, as is admitted, it is in this sphere
not a question of governmental debts
and hence the purpose could possibly
better be accomplished without officlal
governmental action. And no doubt Wall
Street itself will know how to make the
broadest possible gapplication of the
Monroe Doctrine with its government
ready to back it up in due time. British
investments in South America are still
far greater than those of the American
imperialisni. According to “Revista de
Economia Argentine” the ifgures in 1928
were $4,103,000 000 for England and
$2,167,000,000 for the United States.

It is in the control of clectricity and
mineral properties that the greatest duel
is being waged in the South American
republics. When the New York Stock
Exchange boom was on, many securities
went from London to New York. Afier
the slump set in some have traveled the
way back. In the little revolution in
Brazil, W=all Street prematurely “backed
n loser” and since then the successful
“revolutionists” have called to their as-
sistance an expert of the Bank of Eng-
land and not of the Federal Reserve.
But such an instance can hardly yet be
considera typical. ]

Recently the Royal Salesman made a
tour of the South American republics—
It will be remembered that Hoover also
made a similar “good will” tour just
before his inauguration. The Royal
Salesman returned and had a nice little
speech written up for him which he
delivered to a gathering of fellow capi-
talists at Manchester. It laid great
stress on the problem of England’s re-
ocapture of these parts of the world mar-
kets lost to the United States.

Growing Conflict at Home

British capitalism, however, is now
violently torn between the two problems
of struggle to maintain its world mar-
ket position or turning the major at-
tention more inwardly upon the dominion
and colonial empire. Although this turn
is’ pretty much forced by necessity, in

either field its difficulties are mounting, |

not diminishing. With this is connected
also the growing conflict of protective
tariff walls as against free trade. Many
have been the voices recently favoring

more than an hour, arrested a large
number of our comrades, later condemned
to several months of imprisonment.)

In order not to give them any excuse,
we decided to demonstrate with the party
at the places designated by them, al-
though we were certain that these de-
monstrations would be attended only by
members and sympathizers of the two
organizations. In the Pali No. 21 we
published an appeal to the -entire organi-
zation and its sympathizers to participate
in the united front and to demonstrate
with the party. At the same time, we
took all the necessary preparatory meas-
ures to assure its success.

All our members and sympathizers re-
sponded to the appeal in a body. This
threw the party people into a fit, mark-
ed by shameless sabotage.

Demonstration Disrupted

At Athens seeing the concentration of
our forces, they started the demonstra-
tion prematurely and without any re-
sults. They gave the police an oppor-
tunity to intervene and to proceed with
mass arrests. Seeing thix situation, our
comrades followed in rapid succession,
but their march was quickly stopped by
swineing black-jacks and countless ar-
rests. After the dispersal of the de-
monstrators at the Omonia Place the de-
monstration reassembled in front of the
public offices of Venizelos Before a suf-
ficient number of the demonstrators., 90
per cent of them our comraded, had
gathered there, about twenty Y. C. L.
members began to shout; and, after a
few minutes tcok to their heels and went
over to acclaim the Soviet Embassy,
leaving our comrades alone to battle the
police with stones and to draw fire on
them~elves. In this manner, the forma-
tion of a new manifestation to compen-
sate for the meeting broken up at the
Omonia places was obstructed.

At Salonica, they refused to announce
the meeting place, to cause us confusicn.
All that was achieved at Salonica, was
brought about against the will of the
party ‘leadership.

At Volo. two of our comrades who
shouted our slogans of united front with
the party at the party demonstration,
were seized by party members and hand-
ed cover to the pdlice, who promptly
gave them “the works”. We proposed a
Commission of Inquiry, composed of
members of both organizations, but to
this day we have not yet received a
reply.

At Cavalla, the police arrasted the
comrade who bore the letter proposing
the united front to the party. The party
leaders disappeared and consequently,
due to the lack of united action, little
was accomplished, outside of a meeting
of two hundred workers called by our
comrades in front of the Tribunal.

empire economic unity. Espeially note-
worthy the empire crusade conducted by
Lord Rothermere and Beaverbrook and
the break within the Conservative party
on this issue. Even the General Coun-
c¢il of the British trade unions joined
with the Federation of British Industries
in ixsuing a statement for empire econ-
omic unity at the time of the last T. U.
Congress at Nottingham.

At the last imperial conference the
dominion premiers came and apparent-
ly fell right into line with the economic
unity idea. As a matter of fact it was
hailed like their own proposals, to be
connected with the most favored natiens
clause; but.as the discussions developed
further it was soon fcund that the dom-
inions, having developed capitalist econ-
omic interests of their own came into
even sharper collision with those of the
mother country and thus the idea does
not stand so well.

Multiplications of capitalist contradic-
tions record some classic examples in
England. Its age-long dominance in the
world market, with a steady flow of im-
port of raw materials and export of
manufactured goods and a foundation of
a colonial empire, free trade became ele-
vated to a sacred principle. Way back,
during the hard times of the Elizabethan
days steps were earnestly taken for
colonial expansion. The manufacture of
those days was prohibited in the colonies,
great tariff walls were erected with a
free interchange within the empire of
staple products to England and finished
goods to the colonies. Came the indus-
trial revolution in England; the world
market lay at its feet and the tariff walls
could be eliminated.

History is now repeating itself—and
we might add—while it was the first time
as a tragedy, it is the second time ag
a farce. A section of the capitalist class,
and indeed the most po‘werful section,
is reverting to the clamor for protection
for England’s decadent industry. For
the development of a young capitalist
industry facing an open world market,
protective tariff walls can easily become
an important incentive. But matters
stand entirely different in England to-
day. For a declining empire facing a
definitely divided world market, for a
bankrupt sytsem, neither the reaction-
aries of protectionism nor the reaction-
aries of free trade can furnish the solu-
tion. That can be furnished only by the
program of the social revolution.

—ARNE SWABECK.

Movements

olish Social Democrats Capitalize on the

Blunders of Stalinism

At the end of May, the annual con-
gress of the Polish Socialist Party (P.
P. S.), Polish section of the Second In-
ternational, met at Cracow. The debates
at the congress, like the atmosphere in
which it took place, were entirely differ-
ent than during the previous sessions  of
the social democracy, marking above all
the influence of the world economic crisis
and the role of the U. 8. S. R. on the
Polish preletariat. Never since the war
have words so “filled with rgvolutionary
ardor” been pronounced, never has a
niore severe condemnation of the capi-
taliat regime fallen from the lips of
the I'. . 8. leaders. For the first time
rince the resurrection of independent
Poland has g congress of the Socialist
party expressed itself resolutely against
a war with the U. 8. 8. R. and even
for the defense of the U. 8. 8. R. ().

Reasons for “Radiealization”

One asks what it is that could “radi-
calize” the P. P. S. in this manner dur-
ing the congress. Besides the world
crisis. two unexpected and at first sight
contradictory things have operated, in
the form of the degeneration of the
Polish Communist Party and the econ-
omic development of the U. 8. 8. R.
Moreover. examples where the social
demoeracy, knowing the weakness of the
(. P, permits itself to make game with
Left phrases of the workers who are
deeply affected by the crisis, are not
Limited to Poland. One can make a gen-
eral observation that with the develop-
ment of the crisis and the ever growing
decay of the C. L., the social democracy
which, at the beginning of the ecrisis
tended’ to want to calm down the
spirits of the workers diminish
the importance of the crisis, no
longer conduct themselves in this
manner. On the contrary, the leaders
of the Left soclial democracy and even
those of the Center speak openly about
the crisis of the regime and advance as
the sole way out of the crisis—socialism.
T¢ be <ure, they take gool care not to
point out the concrete roads for attain-
ing it, but the mere fact that the soclal
democracy which has rewained the most
loyal servitor of the bourgeoisie, permits
itself to pronaeunce a verdict against the
bourgeois regime at a congress, is quite
gignificant for the present epoch.

With the absence of a leading force,
these demonstrations, which frequently
cost the proletariat fatalities, lead to
nothing. A few weeks aygo, four m-ine
workers were killed in a strike and a

to

At Agrini, the police made preventive
arrests. Seventy workers, members of
our organization, struck.

We did all in our power to assure the
success of the demonstrations. The
party did everything to sabotage common
action. If our united front proposals had
been accepted and special joint commis-
sions of the two organizations formed,
the First of May would have been a suc-
cess.  Without our participation, their
First of May demonstrations turned out
to he a flasco.

Our action made such an impression on
the party, that for two days Its paper
did not breathe a word and tried hard
to screen them. Then it proceeded with
its habitual slanders and finally, of late,
it has prohibited its members even to
o near our comrades. On the other
hand, the party members who are really
sincere, salute us as comrades wherever
we meet. They are beginning to come
to our offices and to our unions. All the
comrades of our organization have under-
stood through their own experience what
a powerful arm the unmited front is in
the struggle against Stalinism.

In <o far as we ourselves are con-
cerned, we have noted a great number
of mistakes, which hindered a success

- corresponding to the preparatjons taken.

Although the mobilization of our forces
at Athens was almost complete, lack of
initiative and of experience were the
cause for the non-realization of our aim.

We have suffered the following cas-
unalties :

At Athens, of the thirty comrades con-
victed (eight to two months and 22 to
one month’s imprisonment respectively),
7 Archio-Marxists received two months’
imprisonment each and 8 more, one
month each: all in all, 15 Archio-Marx-
ists were convicted.

At Salonica: one Archio-Marxist was
seriously wounded. A number of com-
rades have been arrested but not yet
brought ito trial. The charges against
them~are sedition murder and violation
of the Extra-ordinary Law.

At Cavalla, § Archio-Marxists were
condemned to 15 years imprisonment and
deportation and one party member to 5
vears. Our comrades were. besides, tor-
tured for ten consecutive hours, to make
them reveal the names of the authors
of the leaflets we distributed. They lost
consciousness but revealed nothing; and
gained the admiration of the party com-
rades arrested with them.

We had hoped to gather around us a
few thousand workers, if Renti had
been accepted as the meeting place. As
it was, the manifestation at Athens com-
prised only the members and sympath-
izers of the two organizations. How-
ever we could not adopt a different at-
titude from the one we did, because
that would only have brought grist to
the mill of the party leaders.

general protest wtrike embracing the
whole mining section broke out after the
killing. In all these movements, the
Communist Party of Poland was without
any influgirce. The First of May, 1931:
already emphasized this weakness of the
Commnnist movement, resulting from the
Stalinist regime, which lhins made of this
party too a bureaucratic appendage to
the Centrist International. The P. C.
P. in the past had virile cadres, a well-
rooted influence among the mine work-
ers, the metal workers, ete.—today
there is nothing or almost nothing left
of it. Ome of the last strongholds, the
shop councils of Upper Silesin, wh.erc
the influence of German Communism
moreover, should play a positive role,
was lost in fhe last elections to tine
benefit of the P. P. 8. Only the de-
generation and the decline in inflnence
of Communism permits the P. P. 8. to
consolidate itscelf and to play at “radi-
calization™.

The Opposition at the Congress had al-
most half the votes, and yet no split
took place, which proves once more that
Communism is far from being a menace
to the P. P. 8. In Lenin's time, o pro-
found a discussion in the ranks of the
gocial democracy would have Jed to the
passage of whole organizations to Com-
munism.

Results of “Social Fascism” Theory

Today there is nothing of the kind-—
the masses disillusioned by the policy of
the bloc of ithe social democracy with
the bourgeois and peasant Left demand
action against Faseism but at the same
time retain their confidence in the I'. P.
&, and let themselves be lulled by the
Left leaders. Can more disasirous ex-
amples be found of the Ntalinist tactic
toward “social Fascism”, a tactic which
admirably serves the social democracy at
the time when the crisix is undermining
all its foundations?

The question of the U, 8. 8. R. was
raised a number of times at the con-
gress. The deputy (zapinski, who deliv-
ered the report on the world situation,
made the following demagogic proposals
in connection with the dangers of war:
“Manuilsky said at the last Ilenum of
the (. I. that the I'. P. 8. ig in the front
ranks of the reparations for an auti-
Soviet war. A representative of the Sov-
iet Telegraphic Agency is present. Let
him write to Moscow that the P. P. 8.
is not only nct preparing a war, but
that it will oppose with all its strength
an agression agaigst the U. 8. 8. R
These words were warmly applauded by
the delegates and those present on the
platform.

It must be avowed that the change
is profound. The P. P. & which, as re-
cently as the First of May, condemned
the U. 8. 8. R. in its appcalt has made
an abrupt turn in this question follow-
ing the new orientation of the Polish
bourgeoisie itself—an orientation inau-
gurated at Geneva by the notorions
speech of Litvinov on the “penceful co-
existence of the two systems”

The increasing need of machines and
credits in the 11 8. 8. R.. occuring paral-
lel to the development of the . conomic
erisis, makes it one of the best clients
of the world bourgeoisie, and provokes
among the capitalists a veritable race for
Soviet orders. The Polish bourgeoisie
has not remained indifferent; and in the
turn it has sent to the U. &, 8. . a dele-
gation which concluded some good busi-
ness and received important orders for
its industry. This fact cannot remain
unknown to the I’olish workers and un-
employed, among whom iz being mani-
fested a strong current of sympathy for
the U. S. 8. R.

The leaders of the P. P. 8., who know
very well the ecurrents agitating the
working class, did not hesitate to make
a turn and to proclaim themselves de-
fenders of the . 8. 8. R., which will
hardly prevent them tomorrow, in a dif-
ferent situation, from being the most
agressive enemies of the 1. S. 8. R.

Where Is the Communist Party?

But where is the Polish C. P. in all
this? Here again is a consequence of
Centrism which by its policy of adven-
turism or else of opportunism, lets go
by +the best opportunities for winning
the proletariat and weakening the social
demaocracy.

‘When the Left Opposition, two years
ago, advanced the slogan of ‘‘economic
collaboration with the U. 8. 8. R.” with
the aim of strengthening Communism and
unmasking the social democracy, the
Centrists of the whole world and the
leaders of the P. I’. C. shouted about
opportunism and did everything to sab-
otage the realization of this slogan. To-
day, economic collaboration is being real-
ized between the U. 8. 8. R. and the
capitalist states, but Commiunism is in-
capable of drawing any profit from it
for its propaganda and of unmasking the
social democracy.

The congress of the I>. P. S. threw a
light upon two things: (1) the working
class is in a state of effervescence and
on ‘the lookout for new roads; '(2) the
economic development of the U. 8. 8. R,,
which ecan bring about deep changes in
the social democratic mass. Only the
mistakes of Centrism, only the incapae-
ity to which the Stalinist leadership has
reduced Communism prevents the Polish
prqletariat from turning away from the
social democracy and regaining the rev-
olutionary road. —FELIX.
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ON THE WORKERS FRONT

Rank and File Struggle in the New York

Carpenters’ Union

‘With Greater New York having 32 local
unions, of the carpenters’ organization,
it is looked upon as a sort of barometer
of that organization, and therefore, be-
sides its own problems, is often con-
fronted with problems concerning the or-
ganization as a whole. By this I mean
that measures aimed to come up for
adoption will usually be tried out in the
New York District before they are known
of in other vicinities. And so it hap-
pened on Oct. 8 1930. The N. Y. Dist.
Council, on a roll call vote, adopted a
motion which if enforced would compel
every member in the Metropolitan Dist.
to have his photogra_lnh on his working
card. This was bolstered up with the
pretense of making it-impossible for any
member to loan his card to non-unien
men,

A Reactionary Proposal

Hereupon L. U, 2090 got busy and
elected a committee which went before
various Locals in N. Y. and drew their
attention to the dangerous effect this
photo would have ony members partici-
pating on picket-lines or belonging to any
political organization; that it would fur-
nish the police, the Immigration Bureau,
as well as the Dept. of Justice, with
direot and immediate identification, that
it would postively lead to having many
of our best members thrown into jail,
if not deported ete. ‘Thus our organiza-
tion with its foolish rulings would un-
eonsciously. play in the hands of the
police and the bosses. It further point-
ed out that the action bty the D. C.
was {llegal, for the fact that such steps
are a permanent rule necessitates the
amending of the D. C. by-laws; this must
be done through a referendum vote in
order to comply with the laws of the
general constitution of our organization.
Proceeding from that, the result was that
many locals appealed to the First Vice-
President of the organization, who found
himself compelled to disapprove the ac-
tion of the D. C.

But what was most important of all
was that out of this the Committee it-
self has learned its power, by the use
of united action, and on Jan. 3, 1931 was
reorganized as the Emergency Commit-
tee. It was first officially represented
by two and is now officially represented
by five locals. It issued over five thou-
sand leaflets. Its demands are 6-hours
a day, 5-day week, division of work,
shop and job control by locals, ete. (With
these demands the Emergeney Commit-
tee appeared on the floor of twelve lo-
cals ,in some cases twice or three times,
1 order to achieve its point. On Feb.
2, a visit was made to Local 608. When
the loyal supporters of the D. C. denied
the committee the floor to speak the
committee decided to revisit that local.

the meantime, contact was made with
few of their members in the day-room
1id on Feb. 9, when the committee re-

)peared before Local 608 the chairman

as compelled by vote of the member-

iip o grant the floor to Holtkamp, a

ember of the committee. Two weeks

ter, Holtkamp was notified by the D.

Trial Board that charges were
rought against him by the chairman of
U. 608 for bringing dissension among

e membership of his local union and

r criticizing the D. C. officers. He was

ld to appear before the 1. C. Trial

»ard on March 27, 1931. In the mean-

ne, Local 2090 took upon itself the

role responsibility for what Holtkamp

d the committee were charged with,

d instead of Holtkamp alone, a com-
nittee of eight, some unofficially, rep-
resenting four local unions appeared
with him as witnesses before the Trial
Board. All were heard, but to this
date no decision has been rendered.

Towards Mass Demonstrations

On April 4, g resolution, demanding

the D. C. to call a conference of five

nk and file members of each local to

scuss equal distribution of work, was
ifrawn up and sent through Loecal 1164
to every local in the Metropolitan dis-
trict. Of these locals unions. eleven of
them submitted their resolution before
the D. C. but instead of being acted upon
the D. C placed them on file. Qur next
step will be to work towards a mass
demonstration by at least the eleven
‘ocals who signed the resolution compel-
ing the D. C. to act upon them.

Now as to the Carpenters Section of
he Building & Construction Workers In-
lustrial League affiliated with the T.
U. U. L. Who are they? We don’t have
to give you their trade mark. Their leaf-
let, their action will best bear them out.
A8 to the claims with which they credit
themselves in their election circulars,
they will find a much better reception
2 few thousand miles away from New
York, than right here in their own L.
J. Their leaflet says the Emergency
‘ommittee believes in no politics in the
union. That is false. No one of us is
a holder of g free trip to Moscow by the
Stalinist regime. But what we do say
is this: Unless the workers are able to
tell whether politics are played in the
interest of the workers or the boss, they
hould study them first.

Seven or Six Hour Day?

But that is not all which confuses us.
’hile in their leaflets only yesterday
ey accused us of standing for no pol-
8 in the union, which of course is
true, the T. U. U. L. in the needle
des has really adopted that very
gan (no politics in the union, without
y explanation. The Emergency Com-
“ttee not altogether ignecrant in politics,

'Bituminous coal is no exception.

them, adopted a ruling that only three
members from any L. U. are allowed to
vote. This wags already in effect before
anyone of the T. U. U. L. had come in
contact with us. The official representa-
tion then was eight members. The men-
bers of the T. U. U. L. had met with us
about three times but did not attend very
regularly. In the meantime our resolu-
tion on the 6-hour day was in the press
and, at their re-appearance, we were
asked by them to withdraw the resolu-
tion and have it substituted by a 7-hour
day! This we could not do because we
are ¢f the opinion that the 7-hour day
would not bring much relief, with so
many men out of work. Then we were
asked to increase the representation from
three to ten. ‘This we also c¢ould not <0
because ocut of the three locals repre-
sented, two were not able at that time
to increase their representation on ac-
count of such representation being made
up of voluntary members. So they with-
drew. ™Their next step was to put up
something in opposition to us, so they
organized a Open Formu, which was held
on March 1, at 143 K. 103rd St. with
Morris Ilosen as speaker, and in spite
of their bragging of 1500 members in the
B. S. W. 1. L. they were not able to mob-
ilize more than forty of whom about one
third were adherents of the Emergency
Committee.

Lessons for the T. U. U. L.

Our last election in L. U, 2090 should
have taught them a lesson if they are
still in a pcsition to do their own think-
ing. Last year the T .U .U. L. had
seven candidates elected in Lqeal 2090.
Six months later, five of them left the
T U. U. L. At this June election they
got on the platform and denounced the
whole organization which did not exclude
the rank and file, by whom, ten minutes
later, they expected to be elected. The
result was that they elected two this
year, against seven twelve months ago.
In analyzing the activity and policy of
the 1. U. U. I. they are bound to drift
into ocmplete sectarianism if not a com-
plete collapse, begause wof their totall
isolation trom the workers. For in-
stance, along in March it was disclosed
that in certain shops under he jurisdic-
tion of Local 2090 and Local 1164 there
were over forty men working at the rate
of from five to eleven dollars per day.
The complaint was made to the D. C.
The council took action and recovered
two weeks, for each man the difference
between $34$11 and $13.20 back wages.
The council failed o penalize by not re-
moving these men and replace them with
new nien. The question came up before
the above two locals, which voted to or-
ganize a joint protest demonstration be-
fore the office of the D. C., but since this
demonstration was not started by the
T. U. U. L. or any of its members (who
claim sole patent rights on all demon-

Auto W orkers
Reject a Cut

In this time of economic depression
and widespread surrender cn the part
of the workers to the bosses’ campaign
of wage-cutting, it is encouraging to
find a labor union still militant enouzh
to refuse to allow its members to ac-
cept such a cut. At the last meeting
of the Automobile and Vehicle Workers’
Union here in New York, the chairman
of a committee representing the work-
ers in the largest auto body shop in New
York (said chairman, by the way, being
a member of the Communist League of
America) announced that the men in
his shop had been asked by ‘their employ-
er to take a 15 percent reduction in
their wages.

The immediate reaction of the mem-
bership was to denounce the proposal

and a number of membenrs took the floor

and expressed bitter resentment against
it. When the vote was finally taken, it
proved to be 100 percent against accept-
ing the cut.

This organization, once g powerful Left
wing union, the leadership of which was
in the hands of the Communist party, has
for the last three or four years been
steadily losing in membenrship, and its
prestige as a fighting wunion has suf-
fered a decline. When, in 1928, the
union affilinted with the A. ¥. of L. the
Communist party nwembers of the union
adopted the policy of the party leaders
and dropped out of the organization—
not with tHe intention of forming a new
union, but solely bhecause of the childish
attitude, *if we can’t have things our
way, we wobh’t play.” Without, appar-
ently any doubts on the wisdom of their
action, they thus left to the labor fakers
the leadership of several hundred work-
ers.

In the whole organization only one
Communist—a member of the Communist
League—was left to carry on the fight
for g militant union. He succeeded in
convincing two other members of the
union that the policy of the Communist
League was correct, and with their help
set to work to win back the ground that
had Leen lost by the action of the Com-
munist party deserters. Slowly but sure-
Iy his efforts began to teil. The union
will shortly start a determined organiza-
tion drive, and due to the general dis-

satisfaction among auto workers in the’

city, there is every reason to expect that
the union will regain its former strength.
—GADFLY.

strations) they fought the issue and did
all they could to offset it. In spite of
all their work. the demonstration of
about three hundred took place. It qdid
not bring great results but considering
the facts, it was the only body ever hoard
of to raise a volice of protest against
the action of the bureaucrats in the B.
C. & J. A —W.H. H.

Hillman's New Racket - The «Campaign»
Against Racketeering

(Continued from page 1)

the union? Who is the enemy that, in
the words of Hillman, has in the lasl
seven years undermined the peaceful re-
lations between the union and the manu-
facturers, taken hold in our industry and
challenged that they “will share in the
union government or will do away with
the union officers”?

The Daily News Record, official organ
of the clothing manufacturers, gives an
answer to this question in a series of
talks on the situation in the industry.
It points to the racketeers in the A.C.W.
whom Hillman has in mind but is not
ready for strategical reasons to mention
openly. These racketeers are the offi-
cials of the Cutters’ Unicn, Local 4, un-
der the leadership of I’h. Orlofsky who
have always defied and interfered in -the
plans of the organization to unionize
the market, and engaged in racketeering.
These officials are the ones whom Hill-
man is determined to clean out of the
union, and this campaign is a continua-
tion of the one launched by Hillman a
couple of years ago and which was sus-

pended by him for strategical reasons
because Orlofsky’s position was too

strong at that time.

The challenge made by cutters’ officials
either to refute or confirm prevalent
raumors and references in regard to the
racketeers in the union. IHillman refused
to answer. To g rank and file commit-
tee of the cutters’ local who offered Hill-
man their support in his house-cleaning
of their local, Hillman declined to-dis-
close the names of the officials involved
in the racketeering practises and rejected
with contem:pt their cooperation offered
him in his eampaign.

Who Are the Racketeers?

‘Who then are the racketeers and what
connection is there between Iillman's
campaign and the contemplated “general
strike” in the New York market? After
a careful examination of all this mess
of statements and declarations in the
trade, union and general press by all
parties involved, one cannot but draw
the only logical conclusion in regard to
the campaign launched by Hillman
against racketeering and his program of
a general strike: Hillman is performing
one of his usual publicity stunts and is
maneuvering ‘a new betrayval of the A.
C. W. membership in the coming renew-
al of the agreement with the clothing
manufacturers, distracting their attention
from their real problems and preventing
a real house-cleaning of racketeering in
the union by the membeoers themselves.
How did racketeering find its way into
the industry when, according to Hill-
man, mutual relations between the union
and the manufacturers were satisfactory
to all concerned and law und order re-
izned supreme? In whose interest was
it to bring in this plague that is “ruining
the industry” and causing unemploy-
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The Background of the Coal Strike

No matter what book or treatise on
the world’s great industries or commo-
dities one were to pick up, there would
be included in a position of importance
that of bituminous coal. And properly
s0. More than all other sources com-
bined, soft coal was the chief source
for the production of power and heat
during even the past few years, in spite
of ithe rapid strides made recently by
oil and water power. And looked at
from the point of view of the coal in-
dustry alone—bituminous is the predom-
inating factor gs compared to anthracite.
Only about 10 to 15 percent of the coal
produced in :this country is anthracite
and the production of this hard coal
is confined to the region in northeastern
Pennsylvania located around Scranton.
Bituminous plays the predominating role
from the point of view of total produc-
tion, of importance in industry (about 70
percent of the anthracite is used in the
home—bituminous plays its role in the
steel mill, in the power plant, and on
the railroad), of area of product and of
tctal men employed. Also, it gains
major attention at the present time from
the completely demoralized condition of
the industry as compared to the an-
thracite field.

No matter what major industry one
concerns himself with at the present time,
he will always be confronted with the
contradiction between the “capacity for
production” and the actual production.
There
are certain industries in which one can-
not speak of actual overproduction. In
these industries production is merely “on
order”. The major part of the steel in-
dustry is a zood example of the above.
Soft coal production comes into this cate-
gory too. To attempt to analyze the
bituminous industry from the point of

view of actual overproduction would
get one nowhere. There is strictly
speaking no actual. overproduction of

ccal for any length of time. The source
for the (ifficulties of the industry lies
not in the actual overproduction but in
the growing disproportion between capac-
ity for production and actual production.

Prior to the war the expansion of the
bituminous mining industry was greater
than that of American industry as u
whole. This rate of expansion received
the added impetus of the war years, years
of great demand. Under such circum-

‘ard against any elements swamping

stances the problem before the indu-

stry was that of expanding its capacity
rapidly enough to meet the increasing de-
mand. The war left the industry with a
capacity much above the needs of the
normal market.

The years since the war have been
properly considered the years of unpre-
cented mechanization, of rationalization
for American industry as a whole
The bituminous coal industry is not ex-
cluded. “Mine mechanization” has gone
on apace. As compared to 1918 wunder-
ground haulage is now largely mechani-
cal. The percentage undercut by hand
has declined from 23.8 percent in 1918
to 14.2 percent in 1928, Mechanical
loaders were not in use in 1918. No
large mine at present would conceive of
loading by hand. According to C. J.
Bockus, President of the National Coal
Associaticn “the adoption of mechanical
devices is reflected in the fact that De-
tween 1918 and 1928 the average Output
per day per man employed #increased
from 3.78 tons to 4.73 tomns, a gain of
25 percent.” For 1929 and 1930 this in-
crease is much greater since these were
the years over 50 percent increase in the

use of mechanical loaders. Of course,
this increase of 25 percent per
man for the industry as a whole,
means for those mines which are
highly mechanized an increase per
day per man many times the

above 25 percent—and the mines in the
Pittsburgh region, particularly those of
the Pittsburgh Terminal Coal Co. are
included in that group of ‘highly mech-
anized”. He concludes the above para-
grapli in his contribution to “The Men-
ace of Overproduction” with the sen-
tence: ‘“The influence of mechanical
loaders upon output per man has only
begun to be felt.”

In addition to the increase in capacity
caused by mechanization there is that
caused by lateral expansion of the in-
dustry. New mines are being constant-
ly opened, new fields exploited aside
from which many mines already being
worked are enlarged. The large capac-
ity existing at the end of the war coupled
with that of lateral expansion and that
caused by mechanization gives to the U.
S. at the present time, as estimated by
the U. 8. Bureau of Mines g total ca-
pacity of Dbetween 750,000,000 and 800.-
000,000 tons per year.

Actual production and consumption
however remains far below this figure.

Up to and including the war years, pro-
duction from year to year increased by
leaps and bounds. Since then rather
than an increase there has been a de-
crease. Since the war there has been
no year to equal that of 1918.
1909-13 (Average per yeat)

1917-19 (Average per year)
1928-29 (Average per year)

1930—462,000,000
Capacity for production 1929—800,000,000

Thus we see an industry that had ac-
quired the habit of expanding, and that
was actually expanding its capacity for
production, on the downgrade as re-
gards. actual production. New grants
had come to challenge it. The equivalent
of about 400,000 000 tons of bituminous
coal is now being consumed yearly in
the form of oil, gas, and water power.
Thus we observe here an industry that
has virtually been in not much better
than perpetual crisis during the entire
post-war period.

This increasing productivity coupled
with a decreasing market could, in this
non-monopoly industry, result in but one
thing—a drop in the price of coal. The
actuality here verified the expected. Be-
tween the years 1918 and 1929 bitumin-
ous coal fell in price practically 50 per-
cent. (Coal Age).

The above are the facts underlying the
present strike situation. Aggravated of
cource by the general business depres-
sion—the “pessimisti¢” picture presented
above should be multiplied by the quo-
tient for the present depression of the
country as a whole, in order actually
to realize what is taking place in the
mine tields.

The decreasing demand coupled with
an increased output per man per day
was followed by widespread unemploy-
ment. The miners who worked four or
five months each year considered him-
self lucky indeed. Having no visible
rallying point, the miners continued to
accept wage cuts and layoffs up to the
point of starvation. Discontent was ram-
pant. But a spark was needed to set
the entire industry aflame. This spark
has been supplied. Spbntaneouply the
miners are rallying to the call of the
National Miners Union. The years of
suffering are reflected in a militancy that
has not been seen in the American labor
movement for years.

380,000,000
532,000 000
517,000,000

—H. 8.

ment and misery to thousands of work-
ers? Why does Hillman evade mention
of the causes of this phenomenon in the
New York market? aVhy does Hillman
reject the cooperation of the rank and
file of the membership in his so-called
fight against this evil?

Hillinan traces the beginning of racket-
eering in the industry back to the year
1924. 1Is it a mere coincidence that in
that year Ilillman’s campaign against
the Left wing in the A. C. 'W. and Beck-
erman’s underworld rule in the New
York organization was inaugurated by
Hillman? How does Hillman read his
own history? Was not Hillman the one
that enthroned the underworld chief-
taine in the Joint Board and gave his
blessings to the terror and gangster
methods in the cutters’ local which have
reigned up tiil recently when the mem-
bership has finally risen in protest
against them? Was not Hillman’s aim
at that time to enforce “law and order”
and piece-work for the tailors and low
costs of production for the manufactur-
ers?

What has happened since? What has
cauged this change of mind in Hillman?
Is he longing for the old system of law
and order wheg the membership had en-
joyed the benefits of organization and the
Hillmans had to cover themselves with
radical phrases and pretend allegiance to
the class struggle? Hillman has made it
clear that this is not his object. He
does not intend to improve the condi-
tlons of the tailors in New York, which
are unbearable to the extreme and for
which he is responsible.
to clean the organization of the Bocker-
mans and Orlofskys for the benefit of
the membership. He did not bring these
racketeers into the union to benefit the
membership and will not remove them
for that purpose. Hillman is squaring
his own accounts with his eompetitors
in the racketeering game in which they
are all engaged as officers of the A. C. W.
ecncern and agents of the clothing manu-
facturers.. .Hillman, in this campaign, is
pursuing the aims c¢f the clothing manu-
facturers. It is sufficient to glance
throngh the articles in the Daily News
Record written on the situation and the
statements made by C. D. Jaffe, presi-
dent of the Clothiers Exchange to reach
this conclusion.

Bosses with Hillman

The Dailly News Record definitely sides
with Hillman in his campaign against
the officials of the cutters local, nct be-
cause of the racketeering praectises of
those officials but because it wishes to
see the “aristocratic” cutters whipped in
line by Hillman with the rest of cloth-
ing workers who are the majority in the
industry and have submiited to lower
standards and worse conditions in the
shops. The manufacturers’ organ s
working hand in glove with Hillman in
their common aim to efficiency-unionize”
the industry.

C. D. Jaffe had this to say on the situa
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My

He is not out,

tion: “No one need regret joining the
union in any construcdve effort to build
up this market and clease it of its un-
derworld element. We need a strong,
not a weak union. and I do not believe in
vacillating on this point. The collective
bargaining agreements have conclusively
proven t> the retailer throughout that
they necd have no fears of strikes or
Taelonls, or ex.cessive costs in the mar-
ket.™

The remarkable unity ef aims and
identity of language between Hillman and
the clothing manufacturers are revealed
in the above quotation from the manu-
facturers’ mouthpieces. But these are
shown gtill more clearly in their con-
certed actions. At the conferences with
Mayor Walker and his committee Hili-
man and the representatives of the
(Clothiers’ Exchange appeared together
as one body and pleaded for protection of

their common interests in the coming
strike. Both parties are then engaged

in the campaign launched by Hillman to
“impr:)ve” the conditions of the under-
paid tailers and both are concerned in
the “house-cleaning” of the Amalgam-
ated. They bhoth have one objective: to
promote the manufaciure of men’s cloth-
ing in New York through estabiyhing
low costs of predudtion at the expense
of the clothing workers. Hillman is the
spokesman of the manufacturers in this
as in every other campaign of the A. C.
W. The talk of a general strike and a
fight against racketeering is only a smoke
screen to°blind the union membership to
the work of betrayal Ilillman is out to
perform. The members know it and
have expressed their opinion abount it
at their meetings. They will also pre-
pare to act and tight agzainst this betray-
al.

As far as the evil of racketeering and
gangsterism ix concerned, the A. (. W,
members are c¢cnvinced that this plague
can only be elimniated by their own
effort, in struggle against the corrupt
cfficialdom in the local unions who ure
maintained by Hillman an.l are the con-
necting link between the union and the
underworld and in many cases renresent
the underworld in their cwn person. Iill-
man cannot and will not eliminate thein
without the risk of losing his control
over the organization, and this he is
not expected to do.

A Real Challenge

The real challenge to racketeering
must come from the rank and file of the
union membership. A real general strike
for the improvement of conditions can
only be undertaken by the membership,
not on the initiative of the manufacturers
and their agent, Sidney Hillman, against
whom it should be directed. Hillman
has not launched his campaign for these
aims. He is in the A. C. 'W. to serve
the Dbosses and his own inferests. This
campaign for the so-called general sirike
and against racketcering have onhce more
proved it. The A. C. W. membership will
benefit by this cxperience added to the
many gone through by them in the past.
Their struggle against thejr betrayers
will be so much more intense and will
bring victory so much nearer.

—ALBERT ORLAND.
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THEY OVERLOOKED THE
GERMAN SITUATION

The first answer of the American
Stalinists to the Hoover moratorium was
a shocking revelation of the theoretical
degeneration which has been brought in-
to the Communist movement under the
flag of ‘“socialism in one country.” The
Russian Opposition attacked this theory
from the very start as the cover for a
fundamental revision of the Marxist doc-
trine of revolutionary internationalism
tending to turn the attention of the na-
tional Communist parties away from the
problems of the international revolution
to the pacifist office of “frontier guards”
who would “defend” the Soviet Union
while a complete socialist society was
being constructed there. The first com-
ment of the Daily Worker on the new
American intervention in Europe is an-
other demonstration of the fact that com-
rade Trotsky and his Marxist fellow-
thinkers did not overstate the case.

Reducing all complexities to one com-
mon formula, the Daily Worker had no
difficulty in explaining the -moratorium
proposal to its readers. The issue of
June 22, following the publication of
Hoover’s statement devoted a leading
editorial to the subject. From this
statenmient of Hoover, says the editorial,
‘“there can be no further doubt of the
position of the United States as organ-
fzer and leader of the international anti-
Soviet front.” Hoover's statement, con-
tinues the editorial, “should alarm every
worker as an immediate war threat
against the first workers’ Republic.” On
this single theme the entire editorial is
developed. As to the direct and imme-
diate aim of the American proposal—to

head off the proletarian revolution in
Germany—and as to the connection
of the proletarian revolution in

Europe with the defense of the Soviet
Union and the consolidation of its victory
—on these questiong the editorial of the
Daily Worker had not a word to say.
And that was not a mere “oversight’.
The theory of soclalism in one country
began by overlooking the international
revolution and removing it from the
agenda of practical tasks of the day
and could not do otherwise. for the two
conceptions are incompatible. The Am-
erican students are faithful to their Rus-
slan teachers—and paymasters.
Yesterday the oncoming proletarian
revolution in Spain was viewed with
uneasiness in Pravda becaunse it threa-
tened to upset the European equfli-

brium and endanger the Five Year
Plan. Today the German revolution
is overlooked in the Daily Worker
which sees only “defense” of the

Soviet Union—as though there could be
any real and permanent defense except
the revolution in other countries. The
whole sequence of blunders and crimes
which has flowed from the Stalin lead-
ership—in Russia and on a world scale —
have proceeded from a tleory that is
fundamentally false.

The reactionary theory cf socialism in
one country is no abstraction, remote
trom the problems and toskk of the
day, as many are apt to regard t. No,
it 1s the thread which ties all the cur-
rent revisionist policies together and
unites them into a system. And for that
reason, the struggle for the regeneration
of the Communist International on the
foundations of revolutionary internation-
alism is preeminently a struggle to free
it from the debasing influence of this

theory.
“SAVING—GERMANY” FOR WHOM?

It the Hoover proposal for the sus-
pension of war debts and reparations
fails to hold hack the proletarian rev-
olution in Germany it will not be for
lack of support in the capitalist camp.
In the chorug of praise which has greet-
ed the new intervention in Europe from
all the bourgeois parties and factions
there is not a note of discord to be
heard. Everything is in close ‘harmony,
as though all the parts had been us-
signed and rehearsed in advance im
readiness for the signal of the mmestro.
The unison is even superior to that of
8 practised orchestra and more firmly
based. They are all united behind the
scheme by the compulsion of common
interest in the existing social order
which is directly menaced by the sttua-
tion in Germany. That is the real secret
of the marvelous unanimity,

From this standpoint one of the ap-
plauding voices deserves g special men-
tion. On July 1 Norman Thomas hailed
the moratorium policy as 2 step to save
Germany and Europe fromr “collapse”.
Speaking before the Union Theological
Seminary as quoted by the Times of the
following day, he said: “The collapse of
Germany under the Hitlerites or Commun-
ists threatens the collapse of all Eur-
ope, or even all of Western civilization.
Although Hoover's plan does not go far
enough, it is good as far as it goes.”
To Hoover and his Wall Street hackers
this point of view {s irreproachable.
Support from the Left is necessary for
the politicians of reaction. and highly
valued by them. But how should the
workers many of whom imagine Thomas
speaks in their interest regard this ut-
terance?

Thomas is fearful of a “collapse of all
Rurope, even of all of Western civiliza-
tion”, regardless of whether this col-
lapse occurs under the Communists or
the fascists. It would be in place te
ask first of all what such a “collapse”
under the Communists would consist
of, and who stands to lose and who
stands to gain by it. Hoover and Co.
could answer that question without a
moment’s hesitation. They thought of it

beforehand, and that is why they acted.

It ought to be obvious to every work-
er who stops to think—and there are
many of them who have time and reason
to think these days—that Thomas’ fear
of a “collapse under the Communists”
is an echo of the fear of the ruling class
and not an expressicn of the interests of
their exploited victims.

But—it may be objected—Thomas said
he also feared the Fascists. Yes, he did
say it and he does fear them. In that
sentiment he defends the special inter-
ests of the social-democracy which would
be deprived ¢f its function if bourgeois-
democracy—the present form of capital-
ist class rule in Germany—were sup-
planted by a Fascist dictatorship, another
form of the same class rule. This ques-
tion is not without importance to the
workers in the course of their libera-
tion struggle, but their problem is in
no way solved by the prevention of
Fascism. Their fundamental task is the
overthrow of capitalism which, under
the regime of democracy, finds its strong-
est base of suppcert in the social-demo-
cracy. The remarks of Thomas on the
Hoover plan, were in essence an appeal
to the capitalists to rely on this suppoit
and an assurance that it is the most re-
liable.

The Daily Worker on July 6 quoted
the speech of Thomas with the refer-
ence to the ‘“Hitlerites” deleted. An
oversight, perhaps, of a careless editor-
ial writer? Far from ir. The Daily
Worker couldn’t conveniently quote a de-
claration of Norman Thomas against the
fascists because it is telling its read-
ers every day that social-democracy and
fascism are the same thing, or nearly
the same thing, and that there is no real
conflict between them. The theory of
“gocial-fascism’” must be vindicated even
if it requires g little garbling of quota-
tions. An abominable practice, it is
true, but it cannot be helped. Everyone
contributes according te his ability. The
Stalinists are able to muddle questions.
They do that industriously.

VAN

REVIVING “THE APPEAL
TO REASON”

The announcement of the revival of
the “Appeal To Reason”, .with Fred
Warren, its old managing editor again
at the helm along with Haldeman-Julius,
represents an attempt to interpret the dis-
content generated by the crisis in terms
of pre-war radicalism. We do not wish
success to this venture, although we are
far from denying the importance and
necessity of popular agitation sheets
which extend their appeal and influence
far out beyond the boundaries of the
censcious section of the labor movement.
The old Appeal did this with an unpar-
alleled effectiveness. It reached hun-
dreds of thousands, at times even mil-
lions but nothing came of the movement
it created. The logic of events disclosed
a fatal weakness In the whole scheme.
its ignominicus collapse under the first
guns of the war was a tragedy; the at-
tempt to repeat the experiment is a
farce.

The Appeal under Wayland and War-
Tren was an agitator and therein lay its
inherent defect. It was merely an agi-
tator  without weight or substance,
scorning considerations of fundamental
theory and, consequently, frothy, sensa-
tional, superficial, and crassly reformist.
The unrest of the times and the ignor-
ance of the movement invested the paper
with a great temporary success. It
“reached the masses”—with sound and
fury signifying nothing except poverty of
thought and ignorance of Marxian funda-
mentals. Theory was ‘drowned out by
the ncise of empty agitation in those
haleyon days before the war. But the
test of events rendered a different ver-
dict. The Appeal To Reason became a
vulgar war-monger. Marxian theory
stood its ground and became the founda-
tion of a new proletarian movement.

Beeause of that experience and to the
extent that the present-day movement of
the militant proletariat has assimilated
the lesson, it stands on nigher ground
and cannot be dragged back again to the
swamps of yesterday. Agitation in itself
possesses no revolutionary virtue. Only
to the extent that it proceeds from rev-
olutionary theory, and is constantly
tested and regulated by it, does agitation
Serve as an impetus to the development
of a class movement. The first and
foremogt task is to advance this idea
and struggle for its hegemony.

At bottom this is what the struggle
of the Oppositon signifies. It derives
its historic importance not only from
its implacable antagonism to the old
reformist agitation under the old and
discredited trade-marks. The inadequacy
of the cld movement on this basis has
been sufficiently demonstrated, at least
in the eyes of the workers’ vanguard, A
more Acute and immediate danger is the
attempt to smuggle in the outworn meth-
ods and conceptions under the flag of
Communism. The blustering agitation
of the Centrists, debasing all the theor-
etical traditions of the movement bor-
rows more than a little on this account.
The ignorant ballyhoq about “mass work”
which is heard on the fringes of the Left
Opposition is at bottom nothing more
than this.

So you will give up the slogan, “Go
te. the masses”—say the advocates of
agitation for its own sake. No. But in
order to make its meaning clearer—to
arm the movement against Appeal to
Reasonism, open and disguised—the Op-
position adds an amendment to make the
slogan read: Go to the masses with a
revolutionary policy!

—J. P. C.

Manuilsky Makes an Unintentional Admission

Of all the plenums or congresses that
the Communist International has held,
the Eleventlt Pleum which recently met
without announcement of its sessions or
attention to its deliberations or results,
undoubtedly occupies the lowest rung in
the ladder of the Comintern’s history.
The whole impression gained from the
Plenum is that it met in a vacuum. Yet
there are one or two spots of interest
and instruction in its proceedings. Ma-
terial points of interest mn a vacuum?
There is no contradiction here. As in
natural science, there is no absolutely
perfect vacuum. The same holds true of
the Eleventh Plenum. The instructive
point in this case is furnished—again the
contradiction is only apparent—by an
unwitting admission from Manuilsky, the
main reporter.

“In what way,” he asks ‘*“does the
higher stage of the present revolutionary
upsurge as compared with preceding
years express itself? In the fact that in
a number of capitalist countries, and
in a number of separate actions, the
Communists are beginning to assume the
independent leadership in the class bat-
tles.

“The Communists in China are not
now carrying on a victorious Northern
IExpedition, occupying Shanghai and ‘the
other industrial centers, nor is Chiang
Kai-Shek striking them in the flank at
the moment of victory. The Commun-
ists are now independently, as a party
directing the Chinese Red Army of pea-
sants and workers against Chiang Kai-
Shek, against all the counter-revolution-
ary generals and the united forces of
the whole imperialist front. In the mat-
ter of winning the hegemony of the pro-
letariat in the national-revolutionary
movement they have made since 1926 a
tremendous and decisive advance and
have raised the revolutionary movement
to @ new height as a result of its class
differentiation.

“The Communists in Kurope are not
at this moment leading general strikes
on the scale of the English strike of
1926, which was betrayed at the declsive
moment by the Purcells, Citrines and
other leaders of the General Council

Had the Communists given inde-
péndent leadership to movements like
the General Strike in Great Britain
or the Ncrthern Expedition in China, it
would have implied that they had won

' the majority of the working class and

toiling masses, and this would have re-
sulted in the immediate victory of the
proletarian revolution. This higher stage
of the revolutionary upsurge is character-
ized by the revolutionization of the class
battles and this is connected with the
fact that the Communists have assumed
independent leadership in these battles
. . . it may be asserted that every move-
ment under Communist leadership will
tend to rise to a higher stage, since its
development will not be hindered by the
heavy anchor of reformist officialdom,
which drags the movement back.” (Imn-
precorr, June 10, 1931.)

There is surely an appreciable dif-
ference between the two ‘“stages” in the
second of which there are allegedly big

advances and progress to record, and|

in the first of which there were in real-
ity two of the most crushing and humili-
ating defeats even experienced by an
embattled proletariat—in Fngland . and
China. What caused the difference?
Why are the Comimunists “beginning” to
assume “independent leadership” new?

Why didn’t the Communists give “inde-
pendent leadership to movements like the
General Strike in Great Britain or the
Northern Expedition in China (which)
would have resulted in the immediate
victory of the proletarian revolution”?

From Manuilsky's report, no other
answer can bhe found than that the Com-
munist parties have failed to adopt the
directives of the infallible internationai
leadership, which is directed in turn by
the infallible General Secretary. Had
Manuilsky refrained from invoking the
p'flst, matters would not have stood so
badly for his conceptions, for god knows
that the leadership of the various Com-
munist parties is eminently incapable of
executing intelligently any policy—right
or wrong. Unfortunately for this reli-
gic 18 legend, however, Manuilsky had to
“gtrengthen’” his cése by a reference to
the inglorious past—not of the Commun-
fsty “in China” or the “Communists in
Rurope” but more directly of the “Com-
manists” in the immediate, most inti-
mate central apparatus of Stalin him-
~elf, in warmest collaboration with Buch-
arin.

The whole truth of the matter lies in
the fact that Stalin, Bucharin bear the
full responsibility for the failure of the

Communists in England and China to
put themselves at the head of the rev-
olutionary movements. It was they who,
abusing the immense power they had us-
urped, covered up a downright Menshevik
policy with all the prestige and author-
ity of the Communist International and
(he Russian revolution. It was they who
laid down g rigid prohibition against the
Communists wresting the leadership of
the movement from the hands  of  its
traducers, Purcell and Chiang Kai-Shek,
Hicks and Cook and Wang Chin Wei.

In England during the turbulent period
of the general and the miners’ strikes,
when the classes were at sword’s points
Stalin and Bucharin prevented the Eng-
lish Communist PParty from acting as a
party of the revolutionary proletariat
and compelled it to function as the Gen-
eral Council's watehdog against the out-
raged feelings of the workers stahbed
in the back. During the strike, the
British Commyinists  wete Jocked into
one room with the “Left” wing of the
General Council, with the (ooks and Co.
and told to act harmoniously under the
banner of the ‘“minority movement'.
Even after the open betrayal of the
strike, the Communists of Britain were
gagged in their criticism of the Durcells

Thaelmann and the «People’s Revolutions

Thanks for the quotation about the
“people’s” revolution from Thaelmann’s
speech, which 1 glanced through. A more
ridiculous and maliciously confused man-
ner of putting the question cannot be
fmagined! “The people’s revdlution”’—
as a slogan and even with a reference
to Lenin. Yet every issue of the paper
of the Fascist Strasser is embellished
with the slogan of the people’s revolu-
tion as opposed to the Marxian slogan of
the c¢lass revolution. It is
that every great revolution is a people's
or a naticnal revolution, in the sense that
it unites around the revolutionary class
all the virile and creative forces of the
nation and reconstructs the nation around
a new core, But this is not a slogan,
it iz a sociolbgical description of the rev-
olution, which requires, moreover, precise
and concrete definitons. But as a slo-
gan, it is inane and charlatanism, market
competition with the Fascists, paid for
at the price of injecting confusion into
the minds of the workers.

The evolution of the slogans of the
Comintern is a striking one, precisely
in this question. Since the Third Con-
gress of the Comintern the slogan of
“class against class” became ‘the popular
expression of the policy of the united
proletarian front. This was quite cor-
rect: All workers should be consolidated
against the bourgeoisie. This they after-
wards transformed into the alliance with
the reformist bureaucrats against the
workers (the experience of the English
genral strike). Later on, they went
over to the opposite extreme: No agree-
ments with the reformists, *‘class against
class.” The very slogan which was to
serve for drawing the social democratic
workers closer to the Communist workers
came to mean, in the “third period”,
the struggle against the social democratie
workers as against a different class.
Now the new turn: the people’s revolu-
tion instead of the proletarian revolu-
tion, The Fascist Strasser says: Ninety-
five percent of the people are interested

understood.

in the revolution, consequently this is
not a class revolution but a people’s rev-
olution. Thiillmann sings in chorus. In
reality, the worker-Communists should
say to the Fascist worker: Of course,
ninety-five percent of the population if
not ninety-eight percent, is exploited by
finance capital. But this exploitation is
organized hierarchically: there are ex-
ploiters, there are sub-exploiters, sub-
sub-exploiters, ete. Only thanks to this
hierarchy do the super-exploiters keep in
subjection the majority of the nation. In
order that the nation should indeed be
able to reconstruct itself around a new
class core, it must be recoustructed ideo-
logically and this can be achieved only
if the proletariat does not dissolve it-
~elf into the “people” into the “nation”,
but on the contrary develops a program
of fts proletarian revolution and compels
the petty bourgeoisie to choose between
two régimes. The slogan of the people’s
revolution lulls the petty bourgeoisie as
well as the broad masses of the work-
ers, reconciles them to the bourgeois-
hierarchical structure of the “people”,
and retards their liberation. But under
present conditions in Germany, the slogan
of a “people’s revolution” wipes away
the 1ideological demarcation between
Marxian and Fascism, reconciles part of
the workers and the petty bourgeoisie to
the ideology of Fascism, allowing them
to think that they are not compelled to
make a choice, because in both camps
it is all a matter of a people’s revolu-
tion. These wretched revolutionists, in
a conflict with any serious enemy, think
first of all of how to imitate him, how
to repaint themselves in his colors and
how to win the masses by means of a
smart trick and not by revolutionary
struggle. A truly shameful posing of
the question! If the weak Spanish Com-
munists were to make this formula their
own, they would arrive at the policy of
the Spanish Kuo Min Tang.

April 14, 1931 —LEON TROTSKY.

and Citrines’ by the stubborn mainten-
ance of the Anglo-Russian “Unity” Com-
mittee and Tomsky’s declaration that
the “Russians” (i. e. the Comintern were
“in hearty accord” with the British labor
skates. The Anglo-Russian Comimittes
recognized the principle of ‘“non-inter-
vention”, which meant that the Comin-
tern formally rencunced the atght of
the Communists to “intervene in British
labor affairs’.

Who was it that demanded “indepen-
dent| leadership” for the British and
world Communists on that occasion, that
is, the liberation of the Communists from
the strangulating yoke of the “Left” re-
formists and the c¢reation of the possibil-
ity for action independent of Purcell’s
control? The Left Opposition. Who de-
nounced the Opposition and accused it of
heing the “enemy of the Soviet Union”,
the “splitter of the labor movement”,
“dunl unionists”? The Manuilskys and
all the other Kuusinens and Smerals.

n China. during the revoluticnary for-
ward march of 1925-1027, Stalin and Co.
taught the Communists that the prole-
tariat had to “do the coolie work” for
the hourgeoisie, which proceeded to pay
the Communists for their services in seas
of blood. Stalin and DBucharin taught
the world that the “anti-imperialist rev-
olution” would be accomplished under
the leadership of Chiang Kai-Shek. When
the latter had mounted tc power  in
Shanghai on the ladder held for him by
Stalin and Manuilsky, the latter, nothing
disconcerted, hegan to teach that the
“agrarian revolution” wonld be accom-
plished under the leadership of Wang
Chin Wei. They told the Communists to
enter the bourgeois cabinet of Hankow,
to defend the bourgeois dictatorship—
with even worse consequences than re-
sulted from the hourgeois ministerialisnx
of Miller and his similars. Stalin sent
telegrams to China to “curb the agrarian
revolution”. The Chinese Communists
were forced to stay in the bourgeois Kuo
Min Tang as footmen to Sun Yat Senism,
which they pledged themselves not to
criticize. The proletarian red flag was
renounced in favor of the bourgeois ban-
ner (“We will not surrender the blue
flag of the Kuo Min Tang' cried Buch-
arin!).

The yesterdays have their profound
importance, not merely for the academic
historian, but because only by knowing
the yesterday can today bhe understand
and tomorrow he prepared for. At the
foundation of today’s blunders lie the
blunders of vesterday, which all of Stal-
inism's frenzied veering to ultra-Leftism
cannot eradicate. The error of the past
left unacknowledged and uncondemned
ix the source of its own reproduction to-
morrow. The most striking illustration
of this truism is the policy of the Right
wing today. Read its press; observe its
actions. Like a dissipated old man it
re-lives the disgraceful experiences it
went through jointly with the Centrists
who expelied it. Its feeble onganism
is nourished solely upon uncondemned
errors.

The opportunist has a short memory-
or rather, he prefers the working cla
to have a short memory. The revol
tionist gains when the proletarian, )
thinking of the past, is enabled to a
for the future. Manuilsky’s*unintentio
al confexsion has helped to refresh
memory which, if not glorious in achiev
ment, is at least rich in the lessons
its tragedy. —8-n.

FEconomic Crisis == What Next?

(Contiued from last issue)

The “economic age” of an industry, in
terms of the foregoing, will increase with
time, and in general the older industries
will show the clearest signs of “econ-
omie old age”, although a new industry
which has been developed rapidly may
age fast.  Aviation may be considered
to be in the first stage; electric refrig-
eration, whose sales increased over 10
percent in 1930 over 1929 in the face
of depression, in the second; radio set
manufacture has quickly reached the
third stage; and such old industries as
textiles or coal, which have a sort of
private permanent depression of thelr
own are in the last stage of capitalist
decay. The change from one stage to an-
other is clearly illustrated by the auto-
mobile industry. In 1908, the industry
was still young, from an economic stand-
point and registrations at the end of
that depression year were 38 percent
higher than at the beginning, and in
1921 there was an increase in registra-
tion of 13 percent. In 1930, howsever,
registrations increased less than 1 per-
cent, in other words, only a few more
cars were made than were scrapped last
year.

Applying the foregoing to the situa-
tion even in the socalled *prosperous”
tilmes ending in 1929, we find a, number
bf industries which ware sharply de-
pressed and were unable to make satis-

factory profits: textiles, coal sugar,
lumber, meat packing, agriculture in
general, fertilizers, furniture manufac-

ture, paper rubber, shipping, and leath-
er. To these may be added a group of
industries which is able to make a pro-
fit in good times, but whose profits ra-
pidly shrink in depression times: auto-
mobiles, clothing, building materials,
iron and steel, machinery, mining, rail-
ways, etc. The relatively “‘young”. in-
dustries, which are still capable of ex-
panding or at least holding their own
in depression times, are few: moving
pictures, prepared foods, certain chemi-
cals, chain stores, office supplies, pub-
lishing, cigarettes, electricity, gas, tele-
phones, and electrical equipment are the
most important. To compare the number
and importance of these relatively “heal-

Note: This is the first of a series of articles intended to interpret the

daily economic life of the United States
development and from a Marxian point
the general features of the erisis that b
and discuss the prospects for the futur
effects for the labor movement. Future
tries—coal, copper, steel, automobiles,
the standpoint of the economic backgrou

Ry EB.

in accordance with the real course of its
of view. The present article deals with
egan, in 1929, seeks to isolate its causes,
e and their political consequences and
articles will deal with specific indus-
textiles, railroads and banking—from
nd of the elass struggle.—Kd.

¥. Field

thy” industries with those which have
reached a more or less advanced stage
of ‘““‘economic old age” gives a general
idea of the extent to which capitalist
degeneration has already set in.

This analytical examination of . the
presnt state of capitalism in America
by industries and groups therefore brings
onhe to the same conclusion as a synthe-
tic examination of the economic strue-
ture as a whole along the broad lines of
the conflict between wages and profits,
that is the economic contradictions of
capitalism in America have already
reached a highly acute state compared
with past periods of development. The
possibility is strongly suggested that the
further growth of American capitalism
from its own dynamic resources is not
far from its end, and thai its perspec-
tives are confined to ‘“stabilization’, that
is, the effort to maintain a declining
profit margin against shrinking markets.

Politically, this can mean only one
thing: a continuous assault on wages
and living standards, offering a back-
ground for increasing radicalization of
the working masses, while the increasing
acuteness of the problems of capitalism
paves the way for a breakdown of pro-
ductive relations based on profit, and
ultimately of the whole profit system
of production.

Ways Out?

The only possible alternatives are el-
ther ridiculously inefficient or are thew-
selves symptoms of the growing disin-
tegration of capitalism.

1. Growth of population does not of
itself create new “markets’” which must
be defined as outlets for the sale of
goods at a profit. Increased' population
in a decaying capitalist system means

only more mouths to feed not more
jobs or more markets. To say that in-
creased population means, by itself, the
possibility of sales at a profit, implies
that the contradictions of capitalism have
alréady been overcome, as expressed in
abillty to earn profits, and therefore the
increase in populdtion cannpt be the
means of solving the problems of capital-
tsm—this would be reasoning in a ecircle.

2. The hopes of a basic revival of
American capitalism founded on the de-
velopment of its export trade are quickly
dashed by an analysis of what American
exports really consist of. They are of
two types. 1. Raw materials and food-
stuffs, such as wheat. cotton, copper, and
petroleum. These are in reality a sur-
vival of the pre-war days when America's
place in world economy was as a sup-
plier of raw materials to the more high-
ly industrialized nations of Europe. Am-
erica is being displaced in these fields
by still newer countries—Canada and
South Africa in copper, Persia, Vene-
zuela and Russia in oil, Argentina and
Canada in wheat; the Sudan and Central
Asia in cotton. 2. Highly-finished mech-
anical devices, luxuries appealing to a
limited class in foreign countries; in this
class are automobiles, typewriters, mov-
ing picture films, fountain pens, and
similar “Yankee notions”. Our exports
trade fs not built, like that of Great
Britain on basic economic necessities—
steel rails, ships, and the like. To de-
velop such a trade would imply a great
colonial expansion, for which Ameriea
entered the race too late as a world
imperialist power, after the best ter-
ritories had already been divided up;
or it would mean the radical displace-
ment in the world markets of Amer-

ica's competitors. The forcible acqui
tion of such colonies or ¢f other co
pensating markets (China, India)
volves the perspective of deep revol
tionary crises and the resperate alter-
native of war. 3. There remain two
typical reformist illusions—increasing
the real wages of American labor at
the expense of “national savings” (in
reality profits), and the peaceful, vol-
untary coordination of industry and labor
to minimize or eliminate the “pro
motive” in favor of a planned syste
of national economy. We shall not i
sult the patient comrades who have fol
lowed us this far by an- elaborate ex-
posure of the futility of such expecta-
tions.

Political Perspectives

We come back, therefore, to the pro-
bability of a prolonged period of wage-
cutting as the last expedient to main-
tain a dwindling profit margin. Thi
must result in acute wage struggles; anc
as the workers gome to realize the
hopelessness of the situation. these wage
struggles will be transformed into poli
tical struggles. The great drawback tc
the development of political class con-
sciousness in America hitherto has been
the possibility for the worker to solve
his problems individually, by escaping
into the growing and prosperous bour-
geolsie, instead of on a basis of class
solidarity.

A proof of the close connection betweer
“economic old age” and increasing acute
ness of avage struggles which gradually
asume g political tinge, is found in the
history of the labor movement in two of
the oldest and least profitable American
Industries, coal and textiles.

If the above analysis is correct, thesr
opportunities will diminish rapidly, an¢
the working class will be impelled int

increasingly  revolutionary  activitie
with' a minimum of wasted time ar
struggle in the “socialist”  reformis
Iberal, or other blind alleys. The cri

that began in 1929 may go down in I
tory as the last of the crises on
century-old upswing of American ca
talism, and as the door leading to a n¢
era of struggle for the American r
letariat.




