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Unemployment and
Communist Tactics

The fresh breaks on the stock market
June 12 and 16, the most devastating since
last November, burst awother bubble in the
medicine-man tactics of Hoover, the vaunted
engineering genius whose election slogan
was “Business Administration” Cotton has
slumped, Steel production has declined,
The index for automobile production drop-
ped June 14, 36.8 per cent below that of
tast year.

Put the obviously well-fed Secretary
of Asgriculture Hyde maintaing his poise.
The nation, he declares in a statement, “is
back at work..We have suffered from little
more than seasonal unemployment...
there was relatively little distress...” If
you are of a credulous nature you can
take his word for it. On the other hand
there are the very conservailve figures
of the official Bureau of Labor Statistics
which reports a further decline of 1.6 per
cent in employment and 2.4 per cent inm
payroll totals in the manufaéuuring indus-
tries in April of this year as compared
with Aprit 1929.

It may be added that there are in-
deed “unemployed” who have “suffered
gelatively liutle distress” These are the
bhorde of dividend “receivers whose nur-
tured fingers neither toil mnor spin but
can and do clip coupons, Recorded div-
idend and interest payments in May of
this year were actually $570,000,000 com-
pared with $490,000,000 a year ago.

The signs accumulate that the
capitalist class will seek a way out of
this crisis by a campaign for the “de-
flation” of the workers’ wages. - In close
collaboration with the soclal democratic
bureaucracy of the General Labor Feder-
ation the C(lerman industrialists have in-
itiated a movement for a ten per cent
wage cuft to challenge coal and  steel
markete of Great Britain and the United
States. The capila'k:ts of the Untted
States will not lag far behind, It will
be a dastardly betrayal of the interests
of the (German workers by their “leader-
ship” but noluing that the bureaucrdf's
of the American Federation of Labor can-
not ermulate.

Government reports indicate that per
capita, earnings in manufacturing njlus-
tries in April of this year had dropped
4.5 per cent from the levels of 1929, The
textile - capitalists, bituminous coal and
steel industries, where unemployment is
on the gncrease are beginning to talk
openly of wage cuts. The open shop or-
ganizations are becoming increasingly ac-
tive.

The situation requires a thorough
overhauling of the present course of the
Communist Party. 'The theology of the
*third period” must give place to a Marxist
appraisal. The workers of the United States
are on the eve not of offensive revolu-
tionary struggles buti of defensivé strug-
gles to resist the capitalist onslaught. If
the Party does not give leadership to the
masses, if it fails to develop a concrete
program of action, if it refuses to or-
" ganize a broad united front of the masses,
if it blindly adheres to its impotent. and
blind agitation against “social fasoism”,
the social democrats and the labor bur-
eaucrats will be the gainers; the masges
and the Party will be the losers.

The Communish movement has suf-
‘fered heavily from the present factional re-
gime and its false theorjes. = Thousands
of workers have been alienated from its
influence. But there is still time to re-
trace the steps of the Party to a line of
revolutionary realism. The great tasks
before the Party demand a concentration
of Communist forces on the basis of Par-
ty domocracy.

Defeat the Capitalist Offensive

Qrganize United Front Against Unemployment and Woage Cuts |

Equipped with thousands of dollars for
preliminary expenses, the Senate has
launched its star-chamber “investigation”
into Commaunist ‘“plotting” in the United
States, The Hoover government, the Na-
tional Civic Federation, and the American
Federation of Labor are a single united
front. With the ghost of the infamous Pal-
mer pregiding, cabinet officials, labor fa-
kers, stool-pigeons, hungry politicians and
the remainder of the unsavory crew bur-
dening society, will testify to the existence
of a “Red Conspiracy"”.

The C(risis of American - Capitalism

Outside, in every city of the United
States, members of an army of six million
unemployed form in bread line. In the
shops, relentlessly driven by the speed-up,
workers face the menace of wage-cuts. Mas-
ter-incited Southern mobs burn and lynch
poor Negroes. Militant labor organizers
of the unorganized and the unemployed in
Gastonia, Georgia, California and New
York are imprisouned, sent to the chain
gangs, or threatened with the electric
chair. But parasitical coupon clippers gar-
ner the biggest dividends in years. Con-
gress stamps approval on a Tariff to as-
sure the corporations still vaster monopoly
profits. Military ‘expenditures for the
next imperialist struggle reach the high-
est peak iIn history,

The tribunals of the Spanish lnguisi-
tion sat in judgement over bourgeois pro-
testantism. The Czarist autocracy sat in
judgement over Rassian revolutlonaries,
The United States Senate “investigates Com~
munism”, The past is replete with judge-
ments of the dying over the living, of the
forces of reaction over those of revolution.
But when have such investigatons and
judgements permanently halted the advance
of history or the development of the class
struggle ? The spectre of Communism
which Marx marked as haunting the Euro-
pean bhourgeoisie of 1848 has materialized
in the Soviet power of today. Nor could
any Holy Alliance, Romanoff Ochrana, mas-
sacre of Communards or strategy of.Bis-
marck prevent it.

The Open Conspiracy of (ommunism
.. It needs no investigation to establish
that international Communism is a great-
er danger to world capitalism than ever be-
fore. Communism is an open conspiracy.
“The Communists have always disdained to
conceal their aims”. We openly conspire
to organize the workers for immediate im-
provements in their living conditions. We
openly conspire to avail .ourselves of every
strike, every lockout, every demonstration
to sharpen the edge of the class struggle,
to lay bare the process of capitalist exploit-
ation and government suppression.

HUGO OEHLER JOINS OPPOSITION

Through the adhesion of Hugo Qehler to the platiorm of the (ommunist
League of Amorica (Opposition), the Left Opposition reeruitls one of the best types
of organizers that the American Communist movement has yet developed. Comrade
Oehler was the representative of the National Textile Workers Union in its organizing

campaign in the South during the Gastonia struggle and thereafter,

He was every-

where hailed as a courageosu and clearheaded fighter and leader.

Hugo Ochler has held numerous posts in the (Communist Party.

He was or-

ganizer of the Kansas District of the (Commuaist Party, and during the Colorado coal

miners strike directed the Party’s work In

the field, He is well known to all mili-

tanls, class conscious workers and revolutionists in the West and South, as well as
to the Party organization generally. Ochler has presented the statement in the cur-
rent issue of the Mililitant to the Central Executive Committee of the Communist Party

and to the District Committee in Chicago

The pre-convention discussion of the
Communist Party, the Thesis to the conven-
tion and the Comintern organization letter
list the greatest number of shortcomings
the Party has ever had presented to any of
its conventions. A review of these docu-
ments will convince one at once that they are
not shortcomings in the nature of a progres-
sing party that is at a higher level but at
a lower level in comparison witl. the past,
especially in relation to the increasingly
tavorahle objective situation.

Bankruptey of the (‘entrist Party Regime

The Central Committee is presenting to
the 7th convention a unanimous thesis and
resolutions that have been printed in book-
let form (after Bedacht's trip) which
means it is approved by our parent body
in the International Oﬂ_ice. Thils procedure,
following the Comintern organization letter
to the convention and the admitted mass
of blunders, mistakes and shortcomings
means (1.) That our present leadership is
not capable of drawing up an analysis of
of the present situation, (2.) That our in-
ternational leadership does not trust this
task to our American leadership. (3.)That
the delegates to the 7th Convention are
not trusted with this task.

A leadership not capable of drawing
up its own analysis is not capable of lead-
ing the revolutionary party. A conven-
tion that does not protest this action is a
strait-jacketi convention and not a wunity
convention.  Leadership of the masses can-
not be appointed from tha TIntarnational

whére he is at present working,

oftics—it can only be obtained and held by
actuil leadership in theoretical and, prac-
tical problems- facing the working class.
Leadership in the Marxian sense canuot
sprout from the top like the Peppers,Love-
stones and the present incompetients. The
thesis presented dealing with the short-
comings does not and cannot deal with
their fundamental causes.
The Menace of Revisionism

The Manifesto of the Communist Op-
position to the rank and file and the Tth
Conveution is a document that clears the
way for the membership to & correct un-
derstinnding. The Maunifesto points out
the roots of the present Party crisis, not
ounly facing us in this country but facing
our comrades in the other parties of our
International. The revision of Marxism
by the Stalin-Bucharin leadership has de-
railed the movement in the swamp of the
non-Marxist, eclectic, utopian, reactionary
theory of the “Building of Socialism in one
country”, the colonial revolutionary policy
and the tactics of the ‘“third period”. Ac-
tivity and more activity will not replace
correct Marxist theory and these problems
first brought up by the Russian Opposition,
Seemingly remote and of no concerm to the
clags struggle in America are the deter-
mining causes of the present chaotic con-
dition in an otherwise objectively tavorable
situation,

The Communist Party is the instrument
of the working class used as the leader and

Contnued on Page 6

We openly conspire to rouse the work-
ers to resist the mobilization plans for
the next war by a revolutionary struggle
for the defence of the Soviet Union. We
openly conspire to separate the masses in
the American Federation of Labor from
thfr treacherous &nd bureaucratic mis-
leadership of the William Greens and the
Mathew Wolls. We openly conspire to ore
gainze the toileys of the Unted States for
the proletarian revolation to overthrow the
capitalist system and replace the busluess
dictatorship by a revolutionary Workers’
Government,

But as a matter of fact the capitalist
class has no illusions about the nature of
the Communist conspiracy. The investig-
ation is a cover for something else. The
ruling class aims to master the deepening
economic crisis and improve its position
for a sharper attack on the worlg market
and by an offensive for wage reductions. The
employers ave fully aware that as a result
of the mass unemployment and the wage-
cutting offensive, tens of thousands of
workers hitherto faithful to the traditions
of capitalist poltics and the craft prefu-
dices of the AF. of L. will be radicalized
by their experience of misery., They are fur-
ther conscious that the leaven in the work-
ing class is the Communist movement, that
the Communists understand the laws of
capitalist economy and the fraud of bour-
geois democracy. To suppress the Com-
munists, to terrorize these proletarian lead.
ers who croon no pacifist and liberal lul-
labies, becomes the entering wedge of the
capitalist offensive against the whole worlk.
ing class,

The Tasks of the Communist Party

In this situation very heavy respons-
sibilities rest upon the leadership of the
Communist Party. Sectarianism in these
circumstances would be tantamount to po-
litical crime against the interests of the
proletariat.
vance of the revolutionary movement are
great. But to avail ourselves of this hig-
tork: opportwety, the Party must give
leadership to a UNITED FRONT movement
against the capitalist offensive. The Party
will not be able to do so until it breaks
with its present course of blind faction-
alism awd adventurism. The situation
must be soberly analyzed for what it is.
There is no immedate “acute revolutionary
c}'isis". There are yet no “offensive revolu-
tionary struggles” on the horizon. The
masses have not yet deserted the labor
bureaucrats and the social reformists. The
capitalist class of this country has not yet
lost its confidence and its” power to rule.
But the defensive struggles of the workers
can with correct leadership become the
starting point for revolutionary struggles’
in the future. The Party must weed out
the verbiage of the “third period” or the
Party will be wrecked for years,

For Communist Unity?

The TLeft Communists (Communist
League of America) are profoundly opposed
to‘ th'e present Party regime and -itg revi-
sionist theories on an international scale.
But in the interests of the promotion of the
workers’ United Front, we are prepared
to support every step that the Party under..
takes for a concrete progrant of actiom
agafnst the capitalist offensive, Once starts
od in this direction, we are confident that
tpe momentum of the class struggle will:
vindicate to the Party mebership the full
justice not only of the strategy we advocate
for the every-day struggle but the higtor-
ical validity of the revolutionary Leninigt
principles which motivate our tactics.

~—MAURICE SPECTOR

The possibilities for the ad- -
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The Hawley-

Amid the gathering uproar of protest
at bhome and threats of reprisals from
abroad, the Hawley-Smoot Tariff Bill ha's
received legislative enactment and presl-
dentjal sanction. 1t cannot be passed over
as of no concern to the workers. 1ts im-
plications for the glevelopment of the class
struggle in the United States and the strug-
gle of the imperialists for the world mar-
ket are far too significant.

The Hawley-Smoot Tariff increases the
direct taxes on imports to $636,600,000 a
year or about 20 per cént above the pre-
gent rate. This is a direct gift by the im-
perialist government of the United States
to the monopolies, The masses will bear
the burden ef these direct taxes on foed
clothing, housing and other necessities of
life.

Class Legislation

The tariff which is held up as u na-
tional policy was always one of the most
obvious and flagrant instances of “class le-
gislation”. The wmanufacturers appealed
for the support of tihe workers on the
ground that protectionism would fill their
dinner pails and the relatively bigher
wages were pointed to in substantiation
Put the wage levels of the workerss in this
country were due not to ihe tarifft protec-
tion but to a combination of circumstances,
the great natural resources. the higher
productivity of labor and its greater inten-
pity due to superior technical equipment,
the inflow of capital, ete. The powerful
protection for the United States Steel Cor-
poration has never penefited its industrial
slaves. 'The very people who tercely re-
sisted trade unionism and proposais for so-
pial insurance on the grouni that  these
were class legislation and an intevference
with “economic laws” of supply and de-
mand, were the interests who centinually
usod their political power to interfere with
pconomic laws of the international division
pf labor and to secure ever-mounting sub-
sidies from the government treasury. And
ths was as it should be. The "democra&ic”_
state is the political representation of the
interests of privabe property and not of
the working class. The fact alone that
the British workers enjoyed a relatively
higher standard of living than the rest of
the Furopean continent during the Victor-
lan period of indilutei free trale is enough
to prove that the toriff was not respon-
gible for the higher living standards in
the Unitel States.

The Economie Crisis

The Hawley-Smoot Tariff is the pro-
#fuct of a decpening economic crisis, which
gcnicided with the advent of the ‘‘engin-
pering geniug” and “Business Administra-
ticn” of Herbert Hoover. Its sponsors
advance the stock argument that it will
assure the return of prosperity and keep
diccreetly silent on the reasons for the
loss of prosperity in the first place. That
lhis argument is fraudulent demagegy
should be patent to every worker.

Prosperity had come to be regarded aw
a  special divine dispensation to
the United States, an eternal jnstitution,
Publicigts and professors wrote treatises
¥ prove the “bankruptcy of Marxism” in
the light of American experience of the
wide diffusion of wealth making bloated
stock owners of the workers. Pilgsims
trom the European social democracy jour-
peyed over to marvel at the wonders of
Fordism and the “economy of high wages”,

The bubble burst. The stock market
began its dizzy dance of calamity. Th2
army of unemployed swelled to five mil-
Homs. ~Grain prices fell. Cotten stumped.
Commodity prices declined. Onlput de-
preased. Exports fell off. American cap-
italism revela all the frailities of anarcic
production for profit. To propose higher
tariffs as the solution for this crisis is
gheer demagogy.

The essence of the economic crisis is
the cleavage between the power of produc-
tion and the capacity for consumption (“ef-
fective demand”) on the basis, of course, of
the relations of distribution that obtain in
capitalist society. 'The masses cannot buy
back the amount that is produced, The
anarchy of capitalist production for profit
manifests itself in the recurrent WQispro-
portionality between the various branches
of production and the “ineffective demand”

Smoot Tariff and American Imperialism
By MAURICE SPECTOR

the poverty and inability of the masses in
gociely. to buy back-—is one ‘of the most
important elements in this crisig of dig-
proportion. Goeds accumulate in the fac-
tories but they cannot find the monetary
jerm for ther release. The industrial crisis
of over production results. Its storm signals
have been manifest in the econ -
omic situation of the United States for a
congiderable period, But it was Te-
strain from full expression by the great
credit structire built up on easy rates of
interest and the brokers loans,
the bull market, that kept the manufactur-
ing ang comstruction industries and the
ingtallent plan going. :

The Workers’ Position

But more concretely, “technological un-
employment”’—the industrial reserve army
—was increasing. The weorkers paid for
the higher orgaric composition of  capital
—technical progress—with the penalty of
rationalizatton and displacement by the ma-
chine. In 1929 production was 42 per cent
greator than in 1919 but the number of
workers actually decreased in that interval
by 585,000. The Bureau of Labor Statistics
estimated the minimum health and decency
budget of a working class family of five
to be an annual income of $2,262. The aver-
age yearly earnings of a worker's family of
this kind was $1,280. Five millions of such
families lived below this minimum stan-
dard, millions barely reachgl it. The
magses were heavily exploited. Prosperity
was only for the labor aristocracy.

This is the situation which the capit-
alist class of the United States faces today.
The aim of capitalist production is the
realization of profit. Capital accuinulates
but the rate of profit at home declines.
The domestic market alone becomes 0o
narrow a base for the productive powers of
American capitalism. Plant facilities are
already in huge excess of domestic require-
ments, Finished manufactured goods
amount to one half of the entire foreign
sales. Between 1919 and 1928 American
exports totalled -53 billion furnishing a sur-
plus over imports of 14 billion doHars.

American capitalism must gird for a
grand offensive on the workers and the

The Communist League (Opposition)
labor and- trade union movement, and ig making marked
ization of its fractions to carry through its policies in the Left wing and working

mases henerally,

world market. This is the significanee of
the tariff.

The numbev of mergers and consolida-
tions increased until the Unital States
was dominated by gigantic industrial corpor-
ations. The policy of these gigantic consol-
jdations is to maintein a complete monop-
oly of the home market and to bid for
the world deminion in the foreign market.

The crisis will accelerate the ruin of
the small businessman and small manu-
facturer. The wages of the American work-
ers will be deflated. The cost of living will
increase.

Attack on the World Market

The European competitors of American
eapitalism profess to be deeply shocked by
the cynieism of this tariff, a declaration of
economic warfare ¥ ever there was one,
coming on the very heels of the London Na-
val Disarmament Conference. Undoubted-
ly the.economic policy implicit in the tariff
is the reality behind the iilusions intended
to be fostered by the Disarmament Con-
ference. The war that resulted from the
economic rivalries of Great Britain and
Germany will be a mere sketch compared
to the forces of death and destruction that
will be released in consequence of the de-
cision of American imperialism to put Eur-
ope on a decreasing ration and to throttle
her. Protected by th: monopolist tariffin the
home market, United States mass produc-
tion will resort to the policy of large-scale
dumping campaigns in South America, Asia,
and elsewhere.

That the other capitalist powers will
counter-attack is plain, Up to the present
American imperialism has been able to di-
vide them by demanding the favored nation
clause for itself, It has wielded its tre-
mendous financial power to force conces-
sions. Europe barred from access to the
great American market will not paszive-
ly accept its fate without a struggle. The
German industrialists have anpounced a
new drive on the world market to release
the heavy stocks accumulating in the Ruhr
angd the drive will open with a ten gor eent
wage cut for hundreds of thousands of Ger-
man workers., To mee! this challenge the
Tiritish and American capitalists must in
turn bring the pressure of internaticnal

is Dbeginning tn take reots in the
adivances in the organ-

Through the Weekly Militant we can better voice our views and

present concrete programs of activity as a guide to the workers.
New Forces from Party and the Youth

In the official Communist Party and the Young Communistt League of the
United States there is a growing resentment and distrust in the ranks, even though
largely suppressed by the bureaucracy, with the policy of the official Communist

movement.

A ™.mber of them lave however openly voiced their protest and de-
ciared their adherence with the views of the Left Opposition,

The Weekly Militant

makes it possible to work more actively than ever to win the worker-Commuuists

to the program of the l.eft Opposition.

The Militant and the Economic Crisis
The fate of the Milltant as a WEEKLY still bhangs in the balance. The

l15x<¢1} §3 anl supporters of the Communist League of America

(Opposition) are

beginning to rally around theMilitant. Two issues of the Weekly Militant have ap-

peared since our appeal.

Eiut a greater response is still needed if theMilitant is (o

continue as a Weekly, and particularly to suivive during the difficult summer period.

Thig is the critical time.

We are confident that if the supporters of the Left Oppo-

gition will contribute financially to pass through the ‘‘dog days”, the muture will

bring ripe fruit to the Opposition.

The Militant as a Pivot for Communist Growth

The possibilities for the growth of Communism, of the Left Opposition in

the United States are good.
of our movement revolve.

The Militant is the pivot around which the activities
On the agsumption of the continued existence of the

Militant as a Weekly, the Communist League (Opposition) bas laid plans for increased

activity among the workers.

: i At present, Max Shacbtman of the National Committee
is touring nationally for the Communist League.

Other organizational and propa~

ganda tours are planned for the fall period by other members of the Communist

Leagzue.

We need $2,000.00, over and above our regular income of subscriptions,
bundle payments, etc. to insure our existence, as a Weekly publication for the next

six onths.

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTION AT ONCE TO THE MILITANT, 25 Third Ave,

New Yorki N, Y,

competitition to bear on the workers in the
form of wide-sprend wage reductions. 'The
general crisis of capitalism will be in-
tensified.

The plans of American imperialism are
titanic in their consequences and must fin
ally crash on the rock of their inner col=-
tradictions.

g Financial Yoke

‘While seeking to throttle Europe in-
dustrially in the world market, American
imperialism simultaneously tightens the fin-
ancial noose. The foreign loans of the
United States now total some $26,000,000,~
900, Capitalist Europe is one of her heave
fest debtors.  How will Europe liguidate
her debts while her markets are conquered
by American imperialism? How will she
be able to expand while being drained both
ways? American imperialism lands in the
net of this quandary. Capitalist Europe must
either sell goods or default. It is warfare
in either case. The record of the Upited
States for armed intervention to collect
debts is a very active one,

The pressure on the workers of Europe
must become unbearable and ereate Bew
revolutionary crises. The American sece
tiop of the (German annuities plan, $98.
250,000 was recently floaied quickly by
eleven of the most powerful financial houses
in the ¢ountry headed by J.P. Morgan and
Company. These bonds are an integral part
of the Young Plan and an uncopditienal
obligation of the German Government The
American esperts congratulate themsclves
on having thus taken the reparatiobs gues.
tion “out of polities”. But they reckon
without their host-—-the German proletarial,
Do the Amercan capitalists believe that the
German masses will recognize as their ob-
ligation the payment of the two billion
marks annually for 58 years? As littic as
the October revolution recognized the
French loans to the Czar for the suppres-
sion of the 1905 revolution! N

The tariff is another ste) on the road
that American Imperialism has mapped out
for itself to ungualified world power. ¥irsy,
through neutrality and then intervention in
the World war, through abstention from the
chaos of the Vm:saille:s Conference, through
the “stabilizing” intervention of the Dawes
Plan in 1924 and more recently, the Young
Plan.

Towards Proletarian Rovolution

La Liberte, a Parisian bourgeois paper
asks: “Is e capitalistic world doomed to
die  tarough excess of Hroduciion—gimply
because those who direct it are incapable
of organizing it right?™ The Communists’
answer is directly in the affirmative.

The basic tendencies of world econ-
omy are for international unification. 'The
economic .crisig, the imperialist wars, the
revolutionary struggles are fundamentally
expressions of the fact that the productive
forces cannot be coutained within the
frontiers of the national state nor the fet-
ters of private property. Basically iur=
opean economy cries out for the akolition
of tariff barriers, the whole world for the
international division of labor, and the {ree
movement of goods. But the resolutiong
of the World Economic Conference, the
Bankers Manifesto of a few years ago, the
International Chamber of Commerce, the
various proposals for a customs union can
have but little effect. So far from the cap-
italists being prepared to unify world ec-
onomy, and utilize its technical resources
for international cooperation, the Haw=-
ley-Smoot tariff demonstrates yet again,
that imperialist monopolies based on the
exploitation of labor and motivated by the
realization of capital, can only increase the
antagonisms, the misery of the workers,
and bring greater military conflicts,

Only the revolutionary action of the
proletariat for the socialization of produc-
tion can cut the Gordian knot and free the
forces of production for a unified world
econoemy and socialist freedom of trade.

The European bourgeoisie is helpless
to stem the tide of the American imperial-
ist advance; it can only prepare for war.
Despite the talk of reprisals the American
tariff will only provisionally here and there
bring common action among the European
states. In the end the struggle for. mar-
ketg will intensify their mutual hostilities.

The action of American imperialism will
accelerate the development of the prolet
arian revolution,
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Aftermath of Needle Trades Convention

1.

The convention of the Needle Trades
Workers Industrial Union met at a crit-
ical period in the Left wing labor move-
ment. CGieat and complicated questions of
the struggle for a class union, directly af-
fecting the welfare of the sweated and
oppressed workers in the influstry and
bearing on the course of Left wing union-
ism in general, pressed insistently upon
this convention for an answer. They press-
ed in vain, A false answer was given
there to the basic questiong of external
policy as well as to those relating to the
interral life of the union,

Irrors which have accumulated into
a system and broughs about a crisis in the
organization, weakening it in the face of
its great tasks and responsibilities and
supplying a corresponding strength to its
enewies, were formally ratified and laid
down as a guiding line for the future. The
Stalin faction of tho Communist Party,
which held the convcntion in the steel vise
of mechanical control, gave another dem-
ounsiration there of its bankruptcy on the
trad: union question, Repercussions from
the convention decisions will be sure and
swift; they will fall wpon the union, and
consequently upon the workers whose fale
is bound up with if, like heavy blowg over
the head.

Party Factionalism Dominates

The convention was a tield day for
Pariy factionalism. It was consecrated
primarily to a pogrom against the adber-
ents of Lovestone-—a disgusting exhibition
of mob spirit, full of menace for the fu-
ture of a union. Howls and boos and the
caucus steam-roller—these were the an-
swers to all criticisms and- proposals, re-
gardiess of their merit, which did not em-
anate from the Party steering comiittee.
Not even blows were spared in the “idco-
logical” struggle. The Lovestoneites, who
were the first to employ these methods in
the Communist and Left wing movement,
got a double dose of their own medicine at
the Needle Trades Workers conventions.
But it was not they who will be the losers
by it. The Stalinists, who imagined that
their mob and hooligan tactics were con-
tributing to the struggle against Lovestone-
isin, were only demonstrating how well
they have acquired some of its most abom-
inable features. The Left wing movement
and fhe Communist Party will pay a heavy
price for every “victory” gained by these
moeans,

¥actional exclusion from the leading
bodies of the union did not step &t the
Lovestoneites, the “excluders” of yesterday.
Members of the Party who have ventured
to exercise a mild “self-criticism” against
the ruling bureaucrats were also eliminated
from all positions Everything was cut
and dried in advance to the last detail
The *democracy” was gimply window-
lressing for the gullible. Johnstone, the
Party representative, bossed the convention
uike an arrognat drill sargeant, the verit-
able symbol of triumphant ignorance! The
leadership of the wunion, which had al-
ready been whittled down to Party moem-
bers, was still further narrowed to mem-
bers of the Stalin faction of the Party.
Thus the Stalinists strengthen their po-
gition in the apparatus by weakening the
base of the union among the masses. On
the side of internal policy the union is
worse off than before,

False Attitude on Left Wing

In the most important and decisive
questions of external policy the convention
also gave the wrong answers. By declar-
ing formally against the organization of a
Left wing in the reactionary unions in the
indusiry the convention chopped away the
bridge to the workers in these unions, and
they are the overwhelming majority of the
organized workers in the industry. This
decision, and the theory which motivates
it—that the right wing unions are ‘“‘com-
pany unions’-—are both wrong and are
bour 1 {0 bring catastrophic results.

ihere may be some who go so far as
to think that this decision has sealed the
doom of the new union of the ILeft wing,
But in our judgement such an opinicn is
not weil founded. The danger that the
Ne~lle Teades Workers Industrial Union
will dezcnervate into an impotent Sect no
dont exists, and this danger has been in-
cre-e2d by (e unwise decisions of the con.
vor it 1o thore is yet Lime to correct the
€ o the course. It is to this

By James P. Cannon

task that the militants of the Left Opposi-
tion, who are agssembling in the union, must
devote themselves, The first prerequisite
for success in this atruggle for the salva-
tion of the union is clarity in their own
ranks on the question of a program for the
union., This is the decisive question, The
present relation of forces means little; it
will be shattered by the impact of events,
and soon enough. The correct program is
the basis on which the Opposition Com-
munists, tricumphant forces of tomorrow,
will secure their victory—and the victory
of the Left wing workers.
The Relatlon of Forces

Our policy must proceed from an an-
alysis of the actual situation and the pre-
sent relation of forces in the industry.
Facts and not wishes are important here.
The situation is approximately as follows:

In the industry as a whole there are
over 500,000 workers. .

The Right wing unions have between
150,000 and 200,000 members.

The Left wing union has at most 6.000
members—less in good standing.

(Consider these figures for a moient.
The Right wing unions contain about 40%
of the workers in the entire industry; the
Left wing union has about 1%. A further
concrotization shows that the membership
of the Left wing union has the bulk of its
organized strength in the dress making
shops. Its hold on the cloak makers and

Questions of a Left Wing Program

furriers is very weak organizationally at
the present time. In the men’'s clothing
field, the field dominated by the Amal-
gamated, the strongest union in the indus-
iry, it has nolhing. In the millinery sec-
tion it has little. These figures are very im.
portant as a point of departure, but they
do not tell the whole story. There are
other important factors more favorable to
the IL.eft union.

The figures cited above are not a true
representation of the actual strength of the
rival organizations. The menmtborship of
the Right wing unions, and particularly of
the International ladies Garment Workers,
is based on shop control, agreements with
the bosses and job compulsion. Thanks to
the partnership of the union officials with
the bosses, a partnership sealed by the
capitalist state powrcd, the workers are
compelled to belong to the Right wing
union in order to get work in the shops
affected. Terrorism, hunger and the de-
moralization of the Left wing forces were
the whips with which the workers were
driven into the Right wing ranks,

Vitality of Lefts

Sympathy for the ILeft wing is very
strong among large sections of these reg-
istered workers. All informed workers in
the trade testify to this, “My heart is
with you but 1 must make a living,” is a
common answer of the registered workers
to the appeals of the Left wing. There is
no doubt that the Left wing influence has
declined in the past two years butt it re-

Delegations to U.S.S.R. and the Opposition

The International Committee of the
Federation of Friends of the Soviet Union
has launched an appeal to the workers and
labor organizations of Germany, KEngland,
Ireland, France, Belgium, Holland, Switzer-
land, Luxemburg, Austria, Czecho-Slovak.
ia, Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Canada
concerning the invitations of the Central
Couhncil of the Trade Unions of the Soviet
Union to serkl Workems Delegations in
June and July.

In the course of its struggle with the
official leadership of the Comintern and its
centre, the Stalin faction, the International
Left Opposition with the Russian Opposi-
tion at its head has despite all slander and
distortion of its position continually man-
ifested its solidarity with the Communist
workers and their Party, its unreserved
devotion to the Russian workers’ state. In
jts struggle with the self-satisfied official~
dom, the I.eft Opposition has never for a
moment forgotten the magnitude of the rev.
olutionary achifevements, despite the in-
numerable mistakes of the leadership. On
the dontrary, to extend this gigantic labor
and to fortify it was the sum and substance of
the activity of the Opposition. Hence we
warmly welcome the appeal of the Friends
of the Soviet Union. The workers delega-
tions to the Soviet Union have always oc-
cupied a foremost place in the defence of
the Soviet Unlon against the wild cam-
paigns of the capitalist press and partic-
ularly in the exposure of the contemptible
slanders of the social democratic leader-
ship. The workers’ delegations issuing out
of the oppressive atmosphere of the cita-
dels of Imperialism breathe in a new at-
mosphere of proletarian freedom ang learn
to know with their own eyes the gigantic
achievements of their class.

The call for the election of delegates
comes at a time which is characterized by a
retrogression of the ZJommunist movement
in sharpest contradiction to the favorable
objective situation. The ebb of the masses
from Communism has unfortunately also
weakened their active interesy in the Soviet
Union. All the more energetically is it
necesgary that the masses participate in
the campaign for the election and dispatch
of workers’ delegalions...But the huge
pressure exercised Ly the Party apparatus
atus now as hefore hamstrings the initia-
tive and mobility of the workiang class el-
ement. Nothing could more effectively
undermine the value and purpose of the
delegations than the artificial undemocratic
methods in their composition, bureaucratic
tricks and machinations. The Opposition
must fight shoulder to shoulder with the rev-
olutionary workers thati the delegations he
the result of an active and interested move-
ment of the workersy

‘fulfil a particular migsion,

But this doesn’'t exhaust the obligations
of the Opposition., The delegations this year
assume in connection with the prevailing
situation & particular significance and cun
(Can thnoy not be
of great service to the working class by
bringing light on the general political sig-
nificance of the struggle of the Russian Left
Opposition, the impert and meaning of which
is systematically distorted by the oflicial
leadership? Can -they throw some tight on
the “organizational” side of this struggle—
and particularly the most recent phase of
the campaign of repression against the Rus-
stan Opposition?

Since the shooting of the revolutionary
Party member, Blumkin, a considerable
space of time has passed. But up to the
very present not a word by way of self-
justification has passed the lips of those
who were responsible for the murder. There
is nothing strange in this. There would not
have been found a single revolutionary
worker in the world who would have ap-
proved the enormity of assassinating an Op.
sition Communist for his views The assas-
ging maintain silence. We must press for
an explanation.

The shot which on Stalin’s order killed
Blumkin was the prelude to a hitherto un-
paraileled campaign of persecubtion of Oppo-
gitionistiy for their views im prisons, in sol-
itary confinement, in the wastes of Siberia.

In these circumstances it behooves the
workers elected by their class to investi-
gate the life of our proletarian fatherland,
to demand on the ground an explanation
and an accounting for the suppression of
the Opposition Communists. Thig demand
was not refused the socialist leaders of
Western Europe, the betrayers of the pro-
letariat, when they asked to examine the
conditions of the imprisoned Mensheviks
and social revolutionaries at the time of
the heaviest struggles of the Rmussian Work-
ers State. So much the less can the re-
quest for an inquiry be legilimately re-
fused to revolutionary workers who proved
to be the staunchest fighters for the Oc-
tober Revolution.

The Left Opposition, robbed by the
bureaucratic regime of the possibility to
make its demands within the framework
of the Party, will have representatives
through these delegations - The delegates
will be charged with energetically ascer-
tainlng the facts regarding the fate of
Blumkin and the other comrades who have
been- shot, of iavestigating the situation of
the imprisoned and exiled Communists. It
is the duty of all revolutionary workers to
see to it that the delegates elected are
those with the necessary courage and vigor
to take a stand for the persecuted Com
munist revolulionaries. TAN FRANIONS,

maias a powerful force in the masses. And
the leadership of the Communist Party in
‘the Left wing movement -ig. indisputable.
There is no other important power.

These facts are a remarkable testimony
to the vitality of the Left wing movement
among the needle trades workers and to
their deep-scated hatred for the Secialist
betrayers. Not all the compulsion and ter~-
rorism of the bosses, the reactionary laber
leaders and the police, and—what is equally
noteworthy—not all the blunders of the
Party and Left union leadership, have been
able to change fundamentally the senti-
ments of the workers. The real strength
of the Left wing union iy much stronger in
the sympathy of the masses than its or-
ganiaation, as that of ilte 1.2;ht wing
unijons is wealer.

The five or six thousand members of
the Left wing union are, for the most part,
the battle-tried militants, the dynamic force
in the industry. They constitute, ang will
constitute, the core of the future fighting
movement which will gsmash the present
alignment, A Communist policy for the
next stages of the struggle must be based on
them, as in the past., There is the reserve
power which is not shown by the mem-
bership figures of the rival unions.

The Needle Trades Workers Indus-
trial Union is not an artificial creation.
1t was formed as the result ¢f an unavotd-
able split forced by the traitorous lecders
of the L.L.G.W.U. and the Furricrs’ Union.
It had masses of workers behind it. The
Left union has a real base in sections of
the indastry and, as such, has every claim
to sapport. lte first point in Communist
policy must be: to organize the unorgan~
ized and build the new union.

But this is only part of the proper pra-
gram, not the whole of it ag the convention
proclaimed. In next week's article we will
undertake to explain the necessity of ore
ganizing a broad Left wing in the reac~
tionary unions of the industry, the moethods
and slogans with which thig task can be
accomplished, and the falsity of the theory
of “Company Unioanism” which has been
invented to justify a suicidal pelicy, ‘

* * *

The Militant invites Left wing needle
trades workers to write for its colmmus
on the situaation in the union and to
glve their vie g on the problems of
their movement, Articles written in
any language will be transiafed into
English and printed. The Daily Worker
is the closed organ of the¢ cynical bure
eancerats—the Militani aims to become
the voice of the militant rawk and file,
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Trade Union Policy

A correct policy on the {rade union
question and its consistent execution by
a sound Communist leadership are decisive
for the expansion of the Party as the
leaders of the struggling masses. More-
over, the tactics of the Left wing, led by
the Party, a dynamic force of gigantic im-
portance, will be one of the most vital
determining factors in the future course and
development of the trade union movement.

The narrowng base of the A. F. of L.
and tbe increasingly reactionary conduct
and policy of its leadership raise before
the Party and the Left wing the problem of
organizing the unorganized workers in the
basic industries, primarily the wunskilled
and half-gkilled, who are becoming radi-
calized and ready for. struggle. 1t is the
task of the Party and Left wing to lead
in the work of organizing these masses
into new industrial unions. The center of
gravity in our trade union work belongs to
this sphere. This has been indicated by
the whole situation for some time and the
long delay of the Party in shaping its
course in this direction due to the resist-
ance of the leadership, has already had
extremely harmful consequences.

-— FROM THE PLATFORM OF
THE COMMUNIST OPPOSITION

ADOPTED (CHICAGO) MAY
20, 1929,

«-MY LIFFE”

All readers o( the Militant and thefr
friends, who desire to get their copy of
of Leon Trotisky, “My Life”, should make it
a point to order the book directly through
the Militant. Shipment will be made the
day the order is received, and the cost of
the book, five dollars, (3$5.00), covers the
postage charge. £end your order, together
with money order or cash to

THE MILITANT

25 Third Avenue, New York, N. Y.
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A SQUEAK IN THE APPARATUS (*

L. D. TROTSKY

In the March 30th Pravda there is
an article by Yaroslavsky entitled “From
Left to Right”. The article is devoted to
the “passage” of the Left Opposition...over
into the camp of social democracy. How
people, who for over two years have been
jailod and exiled for “‘counter-revolutionary”
activity, and even for “the preparation of an
armed struggle against the Soviet govern-
ment” (the official motivation for Trotsky’s
exile)—how these old time ‘‘counter-
revolutionaries” can only mnow begin to
“pass” into thecamp of social democracy re-
mains a puzzle. But what ig clear is that
Yaroslavsky still has to sweat at the task
of Inding a *“scientific” ecxplanation for
Article 58 of the Criminal Code on the basis
of which the Opposition has been persecu-
ted. This search of an explanation takes on
a particularly noisy character now, because
there is a squeak in the apparatus, and it
must be drowned.

It is no accident that it is Yaroslavsky
who was let loose against the Opposition,
even though there are more literate and
wiser people in the Party, But at present,
the more literate, the wiser, the more con-
scientious either do not want to be Yar-
oslavgky’s yes-men, but still cannot, partly
dare not speak their mind aloud, or else
are 3imply confused. The Yaroslavskys are
not confused, for there is nothing in them to
be-confused. Thig is why the defence of the
Stalinisti policy frocm the Opposition is taken
on by Yaroslavsky, and he gives, let us
note in passing, a remarkable example of
the rot the Party is now fed om,

It in a way of exception we will this
time stop at Yaroslavky’s article, it is be-
cause with all its insignificance it is symp-

tomatic, and shows very well in what place,

according to the German expression, Sta-
lin’s boot pinches,

The Tempo of Industrislization

Several months ago we wrote to the
comrades in the U. S, S. R. that the signs
indicating the too great speed of industrial-
ization are multiplying. Quoting our Bulle-
tin, Yaroslavsky writes that this evaluation
“ts absolutely in no way different from
whatt the Mensheviks write”.  Absolately
in no way!

Yaroslavsky does not surmise that the
guestion of correct or incorrect realistic or
uhrealistic tompos exists in itself indepen-
dently of what the Mensheviks say about it
and is decided in connection with material
and organizational factors, and not news-
paper quotations, all the more when these
are falsified.

In the period when we Oppositionisty
fought for higher tempog of industrialization
(1923-29), the bourgeois press of the whole
world together with the social democratic,
followed in the foot-steps of Stalin, repeat-
ing the accusation that the Oppositionists
were “romanticists” “fapatics” and ‘‘super-
industrialists”,

In 1923-25 we proved that even after the
exhaustion of all the pre-revolutionary
means of production, Soviet industry will
be able to have a 209, yearly growth. We
gupported this contention on economic con-
siderations which we will not cite here (see
“Whither Russia—Towards Capitalism or
Towards Socialism”, pp. 45-46, Russian ed-
ition). A year after that a five year plan
was worked out in the womb of the Gosplan
(State Planning Commission). According
to this plan the development of industry was
t0 proceed at the diminighing rate of speed,
from 9% to 4% a year. The Opposition con-
demned this plan mercilegsly, It was ac-
cused of “demagogy”. - Another year later
the Polbureau approved a new five year pro-
ject with a 9% yearly growth, The Fifteenth
Party Congress approved the correctness of
this rate and condemned the Opposition for
..C‘non-belief” and “skepticism”., This did
not stop the Opposition from irreconcilably
condemning the new five year plan, An-
other year and a half later the Gosplan fin-
ally worked out a third five year plan with
& yearly increase of 29%., This growth co-
incided—much closer than it could be ex-
pected—with the hypothetical prognosis of
the Opposition in 1925, and fully refuted all
the preceding clamor about industrial ro-
manticism and demogogy. Such is the brief
pre-history of the question.

The actual growth of. industry in the
firet year of the five year plan (1928-29), ex-
ceeded the plan, however, by fully 10%. The
leaderghip immediately decided, basing it-

self on this success, to complete the five

=aoay plan in four years. Against this the

By

Opposition raised a voice ¢f warning, this
time from the “Right”. What were our
considerations?

a) It is impossible that there are no
digproportions in the project of the five
year plan, With the fulfilment of the
plan they will accumulate, and may mani-
fest themselves sharply, if not in the first
year then in the second or third year of the
plan which would result in the arrest of
growth, Before industry takes on additional
speed, we must, speaking in military terms,
carefully examine all abutments or junc-
tions, where all branches of industry in-
terlap each other.

b) The noticeable depreciation of the
qriality of the products, which is extreme-
ly low ag it is, is a great danger not only
for the consumer but for industry as well,
because industry itself is the chief consum-
er of products. Low quality must inev-
itably result in a drastic decline in the
quantity of production,

¢) The question of the tempos of in-
dustrial development must not be separ-
ated from the question of the living stan-
dards of the working masses, because the

proletariat is the main producing foree,-

and only the sufficient rise of the material
and cuitural standards of the proletariat
can guarantee the future high tempos of
industrialization., We congider this ques-
tion of supreme importance.

These are the three chief considera-
tions which prompted the Opposition to
raige its warning cry against the reckless
pursuit of tempos which replaced the econ-
omic lag of the preceding period. If in
1923-28 the Political Bureau of the Party,
not understanding the tremendous possib.
flities inherent in nationalized industry
and planpned methods of production were
ready to make peace with the idey of four
or nine per cent of growth—then now, not
understanding the wmaterial limits of in-
dustrialization it makes a light-minded
Jump from twenty to thirty per cent, ad-
venturously attempting to transform each
partial and. temporary achievement into an
absolute rule, and completely overlooking
the interdependency of different phases of
the industrial process.

When we call for the abandonment of
the formal pursuit of quantity and for an
actual improvement of quality-—does this
mean that we call for retreat trom actually
achieved successes? When we demand the
utilization of a part of the accumulation for
the -actual needs of the workers—does this
mean that we endanger the industrializa-
tion? When we demand that before the 30
per cent annual growth is turned into an
iron law, we should examine the inter-
relation between the different branches of
industry and national economy as a whole
from the point of view of the productivity
of labor, the production costs—does this
mean that we call for a retreat to the Sta-
lin position of yesterday?

If the question is really decided so
simply then why should we stop at thirty
per cent? Fifty per cent is still more,
Whoever does not wish to pull “back’ must
ingcribe on his banner at least seventy-five
per cent. Or perhaps thiry percent is des-
tined to be the rule? Destined by whom?
Destined how? The unfortunate leaders
simply arrived at this rule by runmning into
it blindly in the first stages of carrying out
the twenty per cent plan, which they.them-
selves fought against tooth and nail for
several years. Now it appears that only
thirty per cent is Leninism, Whoever says
to the frightened opportunists: do not lose
your heads, do not push industry into a
severe crisis—is, don’t you see, “absolute-
ly in no way different from the social dem-
ocracy”absolutely, in no way!

Aren’t these people jesters?

Collectivization

Matters fare still worse if possible with
the peasant policy . For a number of years
the Pol-Bureau built its agrarian policy
on the idolization of the mighty middle pea~
sant and the individual peasant economy
generally. The Kulak they simply did not
notice or declared insignificant until he
concentrated in his hands forty per cent
of the marketable bread and acquired the
leadership over the middle peasant in ad-
dition. Having created his own economic
connections and channels the Kulak re~
fused bread to the government industry.

After this (to be exact, after February 15,
1928) the belated and frightened leadership
struck the Kulak with a hail of administra-
tive repressions which immediately clogged
the circulation of peasant commodities,
practically liquidated the NEP and chased
tbe middle peasant up into a blind alley,

When we say that this blind alley was
the starting point of the new chapter in the
collectivization we do not discover or in-
vent anything new. We simply repeat what
the official Soviet press has admitted many
times. 1f Yaroslavsky wails that “not one
reactionary has come to think of such an
abominable explanation” it merely shows
that being absorbed by the perusal of Op-
positionist correspondence, the poor man
does not read the ecomomic articles in the
Soviet press. Yaroslavsky is particularly
agitated when we say that the middle pea-
sants have been wavering between collec-
tivization and civil war. He calis this re-
mark “complete renegacy”. (The vocabu-
lary of this eavesdropper is not very rich.)
But the whole Soviet press ig full of in-
formation that the peasants, i. e., the mid-
dle peasants rapaciously exterminate and
dispose of their live stock inventories. Al
the leaders call this situation “threatening”.
The newspapers explain this matter, by
the inffuence of the Kulak. They certainly
do not mean “ideological” influence but
economic ties between the Kwlak and the
middle peasant, a certain interdependence
of the whole peasant economy, market as
well a8 of commodities and finances. In the
wholesale selling of cattle as a mass phen-
omenon we have nothing else but a quiet
sabotaging form of civil war. On the other
hand, the movement of the farm Collee-
tives (Kolkhoz) has a mass character also.
Isn't it clear that the double nature of
the middle peasant who combines within
bhimself a toiler and a merchant has reach-
ed in the present stage the most contra-
dictory expression? The middle peasant
wavers between colleciivization and eivil
war and to a certain degree combines one
with the other. This is where the acute-
ness of the situation and its danger lies.
It will increase {en fold if we do not under-
stand it in time.

The Oppeosition Platform

In the years when three quarters of the
Polbureau and 90 per cent of the govern-
ment apparatus had their orientation on
the “mighty peasant”—that is on the Ku-
lak—the Opposition demanded energetic
measures for agricultural collectivization.
Let us recall that in the Platform of the
Opposition these demands found the fol-
Jowing expression

“To the growing ‘farmer’ tienden-
cies of the village we miust oppose a
faster pace of collectivization. It is neec-
essary to make systematic, year-in-
and-year-out allowances to aid the poor
peasants organized in collectives.”

—(Platform of the Russian Opposi-

tion, page 24).

And further:

“We must invest greater means in
the Sovkhoz and Kolkhoz (Soviet and
collective farms). We must afford the
maximum privileges to newly organized
Kolkhozzes and other forms of collectiv-
ization. No person deprived of electioral
rights can be a member of 4 Kolkhoz.
All the work of cooperation must be
penetrated with the task of transferring
small production into large-scale collec-
tivized production. Tt ig necessary to
carry through a strictly class line in the
supply of machinery particularly
through 5 struggle with fraudulent ma-
chine-owning groups.” ‘

—(Platform of Russian Opposition,
page 26.)

We did not pre-determine the tempo of
collectivization because it was. for us (it
still remains 'so) a derivative proposition
in relation to the tempo of industrializa-
tion and a series of other economic and
cultural factors.,

The Pol-Bureau plan two years la-
ter outlined the collectivization of one fitth
of the peasants during the Five Year Plan,
We suppose this figure did not simply come
to Kryzhanoveky in-a dream but was based
on technical and economic considerations.
Was it 80 or not? Nevertheless ‘during the
first year and a half three-fifths of the pea-
saniry were collectivized. Even if we should

POPULAR EXPLANATION
OF RIGHTS AND LEFTS

assume that this swing of collectivization
s a complete triumph of socialism we rmust
simultaneously state the fact of the come
plete bankruptcy of the leadership because
planned economy pre-supposes that the
leadership foresees to a cerlain extent the
basic economic processes.

Nevertheless there is not even a suge
gestion of that. Bucharin the new, the re-
constructed, completely collectivized and
industrialized Bucharin admits in the Pravda
that the new stage of collectivization grew
out of administrative measures in the
struggle for bread and that this stage was
not foreseen by the leadership “in all its
concreteness”., This is put not too badly,
The mistakes of tempo they made in the
considerations of planning amount all in
all to one thousand percent. And in what
sphere? Not in the production of thimbles
but in the question of the socialist trange
formation of the whole of agriculture. It
is clear that some of this “concreteness™
Stalin and Yaroslavsky really did not foree
see. Eucharin is right here.

As is well known we never suspected
the present leadership of an over-abun-
dance of penetrating ability. But it could
never make this kind of mistake if collec~
tivization would in reality have grown out
of our conquering the conviction of the
veagants by experience of the advantages
of large scale collective economy over ine
dividual.

Coliectivization and Adventurism

Of course we do Hhot for a moment
doubt the deeply progressive and creative
gignificance of collectivization. We are
ready conditionally to assume that in its
Scope it approximately corresponds to the
sweep of the Five Year Plan. But where
did the one thousand per cent additional
success grow out of? That must be ex-
plained! Let us assume that the work of
the Kolkhozes during the preceding twelve
years was 80 successful that it could con-
vince the whole peasantry, not only of the
advantages but of the feasibility of gener-
al collectivization. It ig clear that this
kind of conviction could only be developed
by means of Kolkhozes based on tractors
and other machinery. It may be assumed
that the overwheln tng majority of t(e
middle peasants actually recognizes today
the advantages of working the land by the
tractor. But from this, complete “tractor-
‘ization” does not yet follow because we
need not only the conviction of its afivane
tages but the tractor itself. Did the aue
thorities warn the peasants of the actual
situation in the sphere of technical mater~
jal possipilities generally? No! Instoad
of restraining a panicky collectivization,
they extended it by their mad pressure.
It is true that now in order to defend the
wistake of the oné thousand per cent tem~
PO a new theory has been created making
the question of technical resources one of
tenth rate importance and claiming that
socialist - agriculture (“the manufacturing

"kind") can be created by catechism ire

respective of the means of production. We
are however, determined to reject this mys-
tical theory We do not believe in such a
conception of socialism. Moreover we de«
clare a merciless war against this mythole
0gy because the unavoidable disappointe
ment of the peasants threatens to create
severe reaction against socialism in gen-
eral and this reaction may also embrace
considerable circles of workers,

Stalin started his last retreat—the ine
evitability of which he foresaw on the
eve of it just as little as he foresaw com-
plete collectivization half a year earlier
when he was busy with his trivia] “theors
izing” about the untimeliness of a gocial-
ist regime for the peasant poultry. The
latest dispatches announce that Stalin has
succeeded in marching g considerable dis-
tance—not forward (oh, wise Yaroslavsky!)
but backward, From sixty percent collec-
tivization. to forty per cent, We do not
in the least doubt that he will still have to
retreat a considerable per centage more—
always at the tail end of the actual proe
cess. Foreseeing this several months ago—e
that is in the very heat of the collectiviza«
tion push—we warned against the conse-
quences of bureaucratic adventurism., It
the Party had read our warnings as they
truly were and not in the belated distor-
tions of Yaroslavsky many mistakes would
have been, if not avoided, at least greatly
wodified,

(Continued on Page 6)
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Comintern Loses Fresh Opportunity

The Wedding convention of the Com-
munist Party of Germany basing ;tself on
the so-called “third period” invented by the
Sixth World Congress proclaimed the pre-
sence of “an acute revolutionary situation”
in the country. The permanent phrase=
monger, Thaelmann, strove to demongtrate-
this incessantly in his rhetorical reports.
The official Party press daily devoted to
this discovery long winded articles. The
talk was of “mass struggles”, of “direct
assaults” that would smash the capitalist
state. Because we of the Left Opposition
characterized this appraisal of the situa-
tion as unMarxian and mechanical we were
designated as pessimists who had “lost
their belief in the revolution”. The prin;
cipal slogan of the Party for this “periqd
invented by the Party officialdom was’:
«Proletarians fight for a Soviet Germany”.
On the basig of such an estimation it was
no longer necessary to approach the work-
ing masses exploited by the bourgeoisie
with the help of the social democracy, on
the every day questions.

“The Acute Revolutionary Crisis” )

It was clear to every Marxist that this
noise of the “acute revolutionary situation”
wag a criminal piece of rhetoric that had
viothing in eommon with the Marxist real-
ity. The Comintern leadership which since
1924 has brought tremendous defeats to the
Communist Parties and the proletariat
through its false policies (1923 in Ger-
many; 1925-27 in China; 1926 in England
Russia, Bulgaria, Estbonia, Poland) and
which since 1928 has carried out an ultra-
Left zlg-zag, would not take the real sit-
uation into consideration.

Let us return to the realities of the
German situation. What do the figures

say regarding the struggles and temper of.‘

the working class?
Faects and Flgures
In 1928 the number of strike days in
Germany was 10.4 millions and in 1929 this
vumber sinks to 4.4 millions: in 1928, 780,
600 workers went on strike whereas in
1929,. 233,000 went on strike. Whoever will
not take these figures into acecount cannot
understand that strikes are a barometer
of the militancy of the working class. These
figures mean that the militancy of the
workers had declined.
mhe results on the Provincial (Landtag)
elections and the municipal (communal)
elections both show everywhere a marked
decline in the votes of -the Commginist
Party of Germany. On the other hand the
social democracy has either held its own or
even made gains. The Natlonal Socialists
(Fascisti) have registered very congider-
able successes. In Red Thuringia the Com-
munisy fraction in the Provinecial Legisla~
tiure is composed of six comrades as against
the seven representatives of the Fascisti.
The Party itself has not only not in-
¢reased its membership but has lost mem-
bers. The Party membership can at most
be estimated at 70,000.
Party Influence Sinks
In all proletarian organizations and
particularly in the trade unions the influ-
ence of the Party has almost completely
* disappeared. The “tremendous” successes
of the Party in the factory committee elec-
tions with the help of the *“red shop com-
mittee slates” were in-the first instance
‘only the result of the dissatisfaction of the
workers, a protest against capitalist re-
pression and its henchmen the reformists,
They did not at all repreésent any readiness
immediately to smash the capitalist state.
The best proof of the justice of this esti-
mate are the results in the Leuna Works,
in the Opel Automobile Worke and the
Hamburg Docks which record a huge de-
‘cline in the votes of the Communist slate.
Percentage of Total Votes in
Leuna Works Berlin V.A.G.

1929 1930 1929. 1930
Red List 51.3 34.7 52.4 28,
“Free Trade .

Unions” 32.1 37 29 28
Christian Union 3.2 53 73 8.6
Patriotic Unions 9.6 16
Nationalists 9 7.2
Fascist €

The workers who gave their votes to
the Communist Party in the preceding year
turned their backs on the policies of the
Party because they showed no way .out
against the capitalist offensive.

‘And what are the facts concerning the
most recent proof of the “acute revolution-

ary situation” in Germany-—i. e., the demon.
strations? The calender-like campaigns of the
Party have been successively weaker. With
three and a half million unemployed the
Party- succeeded in bringing out to the
streets from 5 to 7 per cent only. The
last demonstrations of February and March
ended in a great flasco.

Nevertheless the situation in Germany
has been favorable for the separation of
great sections of the working class from
the social democratic party and the crystal.
lization of g Communist mass party in
Germany.

Social Democracy Betrays

The social democracy has entered into
a new coalition with the finance capitalist
bourgeoisie. In contrast to its former coal-
ition policy, the situation of the S.D.P. was
incomparably more difficult. Why? In for-
mer years of itts coalition, the social dem-
ocracy could still present the workers
with some minimum reforms., The bour-
geoisie could not so quickly forget the rev-
olution. They still felt the temper of the
October atmosphere of 1923, The bour-
geoisie was, moreover, ngl strocg enough
economically nor politically to force across
its will against the resistance of the work-
ers. The economic and political organs of
bourgeois authority had not yet been ex-
tensively enough developed, Thé bour-
géoisie had still to make concessions to
the workers.

But the coalition policy of Hilferding-
Mueller in 1928 was that of the direct be«
trayal of the every day interests of the
working eclass. The social democrats work-
ed not only for the extension of the power
of the capitalist state (cruisers, police, De-
fence of the Republic Act) not only sup-
ported the further offensive of the banks
and trusts (concentration, rationalization,
etc.) but betrayed everything the workers
had conquered from the capitalists in .the
period of the revelutionary wave, Through
their Minister of Labor Wissell, the social
democraty agreed to the wage reduction,
They voted for the reduction of the unem-
ployed benefits. They began the reduction
of the Sick Benefit pensions. With their
support of the Concordat agreement, the
social democrats helped to re-establish the
clerical reaction. They helped to impose
further indirect taxes on the masses, And
all this in the period of the greatest un-
employment in Germany. 'The social dem-

ocracy has not only not given the workers
any new reforms but is actively aiding the
bourgeiosie to deprive the workers of those
concessons they had already secured by
the road of struggle.

Looking at the situation from this view-
point everything was favorable for an ad-
vance of Communism. Had the Communist
Party linked its slogans and platform with
the every day needs and problems of the
workers, it could have broken the tie be-
tween the social democratic workers and
their leaders and have assured the triumph
of Communism,

But all our Communistt Party leaders
could do was to shower the soclal democ-
racy with abuse.

The FalSe Approach of the Stalinists

To this end the formula of “gocial fas-
cism” was invented. The agitation against
“gocial fascism” took on a hysterical scope.
Not only was the Berlin Police President
Zoergiebel characterized as a “social fas-
cist” but every worker in the social democ-
racy was lMkewise denounced as a “social
fascist”. The slogans became “Out with
the social fascists from the factories”, “Out
with the social fascist childrem from the
schools.”

The tactics of Remmelle and Thaelmann
gave the social democratic leaders their
opportunity to cover up their betrayal of
the interests of the workers and aided them
to pass over from a defensive to an offen~
sive position. The slogan of “social fas-
cism” played into the hands of the social
democratic demagogues: “To the extent
that the Comintern identifies the democrat-
ic domestics of capitalism with its fascist
bodyguard, it does the social @emocracy
the very best service...In those countries
where fascism represents g power, Italy
first, then Austria and Germany, the
social democrats have no difficuity proving
to the masses not only the differences but
even the hostility between themselves and
fascism, To this extent the social demo-~
crats are relieved of the necessity of dis-
proving that they are the democratic ser-
vants of capital. The whole poljtical strug-
gle is shifted to an artificial plane which
is exceptionally favorable to the sodial
democrats.” (L. Trotsky—Open Letter)

The very favorable situation could have
been utilized had a different policy been
applied—not the “social fascism” slogan
nor the Brandlerist conception of a united

Hm Krance

OppositionDefends Indo-Chinese Rebels

T'he International Left Communist Op-
position has extended its struggle to one
more sector. This is in connection with the
revolutionary movement in Indo-China
aginst the sanguinary acts of repression
of French Imperialism.

The official Communist Party in France
is non-existent so far as Indo-China is
concerned where the proletariat is being
ferpciougly exploited and where imperial-
ism maintaing its police dictatorship over
the native proletarian population by fire
and sword, torture and death, This atro-
clous misery has already evoked movee
ments of spontaneous revolt that the young
native bourgeoisie more or less indepen-
dent- of French capital, has sought to .di-
rect to its own ends. In consequence of

the revolts of Yen Bay, of Vinh, etc., 39

Indo-Chinese revolutionaries have been sen-
tenced to death and four of these have al-
ready been executed. The Criminal Com-~
mission of Phu Tho is about to condemn ten
other revolutionaries to death, one tic life
long imprisonment, twenty-six to hard la-
bor for the rest of their livees, thirty-eight
to deportation, etc. .

The Indo-Chinese workers in France
and the French proletarians have under the
leadership of the Communist League of
France (Opposition) embarked on an en-
ergetic protest action to prevent these sen-
tences from being carried out any further
and this campaign must strike an echo in
the hearts of the. workers of all countries.

in front of the Elysee in Paris a
strong demonstration took place on the
call of the Communist League following
which several comrades were imprisoned.
Despite all the attention this demonstration
stirred .up 'in the bourgeois press, despite

the fury of the attack of the government
against the Left Opposition, the leadership
of the French Communist Party and the
Humanite have MAINTAINED COMPLETE
SILENCE because our Indo-Chinese com-
rades fought under the flag of the Com-
munist League (Opposition). It wag only
after direct protests and by way of leaflets
and public notices that the Humanite fin-
ally made up its mind to. defend our Indo-
Chinese comrades.

But the opportunist leadership of - the
Party and the Humanite even while de-
fending our comrades, betrayed them. In
the articles of the Humanite they were rep-
resented as being the adherents of the offi-
cial policles of the Communist Party and
the Stalinist policy in the coloniés for “the
right of self-determination for their com-
plete independence” (Humanite, May 28th,
1930). Nothing could be more false.

The Indo-Chinese comrades have con-
demned the Stalinist colonial policy ap-
plied by the Comintern regime throughout
the world and particularly in Asia. The
Indo-Chinese comrades are an integral part
of the International Opposition.

Together with the Left Opposition, the
Indo-Chinese comrades are not satisfied
to fight for “‘self-determination up to com-
plete independence” after the fashion of
Chiang Kai-Shek but call for the formation
of an independent revolutionary party of
the working class to wage the struggle for
the social revolution against both French
imperjalism and native bourgeois exploit-
ation equally and in closest contact with
the French working class. “Proletarians of
all countries, unite” must become more than
a mere slogan.. It must be carried into

life, —P. NAVILLE

front which i1s always the tail-end of the
social democracy—but the Leninist tactics
of the united front would have unmasked
the Letft as well a8 the Right wing leaders
of the social democracy, Not “Red Factory
slates” at any price, not the abandonment
of work in the trade unions but tireless
work in all the mass crganizations was the
need.

It was evident to us all that the social
democracy would be thrown out of office as
goon as the bourgeoisie could afford to dis-
pense with its services. But the centrist
leadership of the Communist Party missed
the real point of the situation. The result
has been the isolation of the Communist
Party inside the working class and the
consolidation of the social democracy des-
pi'teg its betrayals. The S.P.D. even parades
now as an ‘“‘Opposition” Party. "The sub-
jective factor in Listory——the Commniunist
Party —has again failed.

—ROMAN

In Mexico

WELL

Diego Rivera Retires
from Political Life

The leadership of the official Com-
munijst Party in Mexico bave been mink-
Ing incessant attacks on the expolled
Mexican Communist artist, Diego Rivera,
who for a period of time after his ex~
pulsion was a member of the Left Op-
position group. The position and work of
this talented artist is such that a goo
regime in the International drew him evem
tloser to Communism—a bad regime rew
pulses him, As a “fellow traveller” hig
services to the Communist movement have
been and can continueé to be in the fue
ture very considerable. So long as the
Stalin faction regarded him as a usefu}l
intellectual lackey—a la Parbusse in
France and Michael Gold in the United
States—he was held in high esteem by
them. When Rivera began to revolt against
the poisonous atmosphere created in the
Comintern by the bureaucracy—he was dige
covered to be a “counter-revolutionary”

Owing to his conflict with the authore
ities Rivera lost his painting assignment in
the National Palace and was expelled togeth.
er with all his followers, teachers and stu-
dents from the *“National Autonomous Unis
versity” of Mexico for the radical course of
studies he introduced. into the School of
Fine Arts. In his fight against the reaction~
aries the slogan of Rivera's group of stu-
Qents was “Against the bourgeois unijver-
sity, for a University of the Workers and
‘Peasants.” The more heroic sacrifices of
the embattled Barbusses and Golds are un-
known to us. We do know this: that the
flaming proletarian litterateur and editor of
the Neyw Masses, Michael Gold, never re-
coiled in horror from the idea of having the
“proletarian” banker, Otto H. Kahn finance
his productions.

In his desire to take the wind out of
the sails of Stalinist demagogy, Rivera has
sent ud the following statement for pubiica.
tion:

“I declare that neither the Com-
munist Party nor the bourgeoisie can
bold the Communist Opposition re-
sponsible for my actions for which
I assume full responsibility, not having had
since the deportation of comrade Negrete
any contact with the Opposition. The spe-
cial character of my professional work—
that of a mural painter—obliges me to sus
tain certain economic contacts with the.
who pay for this work—which has always
been used in the interests of the revolution
—as my paintings can prgve. For this rea.
son however I am continually utilized by the
Stalinist party and by the bourgeoisie as an
arm againsgt my own comrades, in conse-
quence of which, I declare that I cannot
amputate from my personality that which
is my life itself, that is to say, my art; and
being unwilling to hinder the activities of
the Opposition by my presence in its ranks,
and considering it my duty, I retire definjte-
ly from all political activity.”

Rivera further declares that his syms
pathy continues as formerly with the Op-
position program as against the opportun-
i!t;:;'l and adventurism of the official leader-
ship. ‘
S S
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Towards a Concrete Program of Action

Social Insurance

The proklem of secial insurance in a
program of Unemployed Demands is treat-
od by the present Party leaders as an
illegitimate child. This despite the
spasmodic proddings of the Comintern and
the R. 1.L.U. upon the Party on differcnt
occasions to evince a little greater activ-
fty and sincerity in this field.

The demands for Unempleyment In-
surance, 0Old Age Pensigns, Sickness In-
surance and the like are ftreated
by the Browder-Bedacht pontiffs as evi-
dence of secret ‘“soctal-fascist” cravings.
They apparently envisage the demand for
social insurance as purely parliamentary
manoeuvering and not a by-product of the
class struggle like all other reforms and

eoncessions “granted” to the workers by
eapitalist leogeslatures. Social insurance
does not fit in with the rantings of the

Pizird period.” )
Social Insurance as a By-Product of
Struggle

But for the revoluiionary party to sur.
seryer the representagion of these de-
mands of the socialist party, the Muste
group or the other petty-bourgeois Tre-
formers would be a great blunder. 1t
the Party does that it does not seriously
have regard 15 the possibilities of a rev-
olutionary utilization of parliamentary ac-
tion. In fact the Communist Party is
being misled by the adventurist leader-
ship at its head into the frame of mind
and tactics of the bourgeois “boycottists”
in the history of the Russian social de-
mocracy. It will become so “pure” that
i will end in sterility.

‘The presence of social ingurance in
QGreat Britain and Germany on the statute
books for many decades has mot prevented
the development of the olass ‘fruggle,
and can not so long as the basic conira-
dictions of capitalism dominate the so-
cial structure. The British workers have
continued to organize great strikes and
to move steadily to the Left. Bismarciis
logislation to “steal the thunder” of the
gocialists has not prevenled the rise of a
Communist mass party and the develop-
ment of revoluvionary crises that under
revolutionary leadership could have re-
gulted in a German Soviet Power.
Caplialist Responsibility for Unemployment

‘Will anyone revolutienary seriously ar-
gue that the Salvation Army, private soup
kitchens, the net-work of social-service and
charitable institutions: maintained by the
business interests are preferable to State
fnsurance in the senge that they make the
workers more class conscious or ‘‘pauper-
Ize” them less? The bourgeoisie in Great
Britain is constantly seeking ways' angd
means for cutting down the *“dole”. W. I,
King, the well known American statistician
attacks the dole on the ground that it is
the real reason preventing an industrial
revival. He wants a free market in the com-
modity of labor power, governed by “supply
and demand”. He blames the trade unions
and the “dole” for preventing the “defla-
tion” of waves. And he warns the Amer-
ican capitalists that they are running the

'..ll.lllllllllllllI‘l.lIIllII.IIIIIIIIIIIIII
THE PARTY AND THE UNORGAN.
IZED MASSES

The main reservoir of labor militancy
1s the masses of unskilled and semi-skilled
workers in the unorganized, basic indus-
tries. The full horror of the capitalst ra-
tionalization falls directly upon them, and
the attacks of the capitalists in the present
depression and coming crises strike them
first and hardest. The Parly must turn
its face to these unorganized masses, put
itself at the head of their struggles and
lead the work of organizing them into new
industrial uniong., This histioric task must
be accomplished in the fire of struggle
against the capitalists and their state pow-
er as well as against their agents in the
labor movement, the reactionary bureauc-
fracy of the A. F'. of L., the Socialist Party
and allied groups of social-reformist ele-
ments, In this protracted struggle on all
fronts, extending over a period of years
the decisive break of the workers with the
ideology of capitalism will be effected and
the genuine class movement of the workers
be built,

— FROM THE PLATFQRM OF
THE COMMUNIST OPPOSITION
ADOPTED ( CHICAGO) MAY
20, 1929,
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same risks if they permit the emactment of
unemployment insurance in the United
States.

W.I. King and his associate bourgeois
ecnomists make a deep mystery of the re-
currence of the “business-cycle”, They find
every explanation of it under the sun,
but the real one of the anarchic character
of capitalist production for profit. The
capitalist system is responsible for the
“business-cycles” and for the standing and
recurrent mass unemployment., The Cap-
italisaty State must be compelied by the or-
ganization and struggle of the masses to
shoulder the charges of unemplovment.

Credits for the Soviet Union

Not the least of the derelictions of the
Stalinist leadership of the Communist Par-
ty has been its failure to rally the unem-
ployed around the demand for credits for
the Soviet Union. Unremittingly and wind-
ily the Daily Worker "sloganizes” for the
“Defence of the Soviet Union”, but when
the whole international economic crisis
favors the crystallization of one of the
widest mass movements yet for the real
and substantial Defence of the Soviet
Unijon, the Stalinist regime and its Amer-
ican agents, Browder-Bedacht-Foster do
nothing but hamper the Party from mea-
suring up to its great opportunity. The
reason for this attitude of the Party lead-
ers flows not from any malice but inev-
itably from their false theory of “national
gocialism"—Stalin's Russian “exceptional-
ism™

Ecomomics and Military Defence

The Defence of the Seviet Union is not
as the Daily Worker would like to impress
its readers, a purely military question, a
matter of preventing imperialist interven-

A SQUEAK IN

( Continued from Page 4)

Our Slogan of Collaboration with the
Soviet Union

The approaching crisis of Soviet ec-
onomy coincides with the growing world cap-
talist crigis. This coincidence has in the
final analysis common readons. World
capitalism has outlived itself but the un-
dertaker is mnot yet ready for his work,
The crisis of Soviet economy, if we leave
agide the mistakes of the leadership, is the
economic consequence of the isolated con-
dition of the U. S. 8. R. That is the very
fact that the world proletariat has not yet
swept away capitalism, The problem of the
proletarian revolution ig the problem of the
organization of sociallsy economy on a
world scale. For Europe whose capitalism
is most overripe and sickly, the proletar-
ian revolution means first of all the econ-
omic unification of the continent. The
only way we can and must prepare the Eur.
opean workers for the seizure of power is
by revealing to them the immeasurable ad-
vantages of a correctly planned all-European
and later on a World organization of so-
cialist economy. The slogan of the Seviet
United States of Kurope which is imper-
ative now more than it ever was is inad-
equate however, in its abstract political
form. This slogan must be filled with con-
crete economic content. The economic ex-
perience of the Soviet Union is fully suffi-
cient to create an exemplary variant of
the plan based on the collaboration of the
U. 8. 8. R. with the industrial countries
of Europe. In the final historical analysis
this is the only way out for the U.S.S.R.
from the growing internal contradictions,
Neither has Europe any other way out of
the. crisis (unemployment, the growing op-
pression of America and the perspective of
warsg). ‘The problem of collaboration in
its full @imensions can be decided only
through a proletarian- revolution and
through the creation of the Soviet United
States of Europe which through the med-
ium of the Soviet Union will also be tied
up with liberated Asia.

‘' The European workers must be led by
this perspective. They must be presented
with a clear and broad plan of economic
collaboration based on the exceptionally
high coeflicients of growth accomplished
even in backward isolated Russia. ‘This
is the immeasurable revolutionary signifi~
cance of the slogan of economic collabor-
ation with the U, 8 5 1. if it ig advanced

tion. In this age military strength itself
depends on industrial power. In the case
of the Soviet Union it depends not only on
industrial power but on the consolidation
of the proletarian dictatorship and social-
ism, But socialism cannot be built up in
the Soviet Union entirely out of its own
inner resources and separated from the
world market by a Chinese wall, The dif-
ficulties that the great Five Year Plan and
collectivization are experiencing today in
the TU.S.S.R. demonstrates this exactly.

To hold anything else is a flagrant
rupture with Marxist analysis and prolet-
arian internationalism.

International Solidarity

The demand for credits for the Soviet
Union at once reveals the inner link be-
tween the interests of the American work-
ing class and the workers of the Sovieti
Union, Millions are idle in the United
States. But the socialist plans of the Sov-
iet Union cry out for machinery and other
industrial equipment. Employment here
and collaboration with the Five Year Plan
in the U.S.8.R. would be the consequences
of large scale credits, Thousands of Amer-
jfcan workers would receive praclical les-
sons in the implications of internationalism
in tde fundamental struggle between
capitalism and socialism and the meaning
of (fommunism. . Thousands could be mob-
ilized for the U. 8. S. R. and against the
capitalist government of the United States.

The slogan of credits to the Soviel
Union is one that the labor bureaucracy
and - the international social democratic
leaders will resist. They would sense in it
the possibilities of a wunited front thi{t
would draw the rank and file away from
them and towards the leadership of the So.
viet Union and the Communists. They are.
right. “Credits for the Soviet Union”, is
one of the most forceful focal points for a
united front movement. —M.SP.

THE APPARATUS

correctly—that is in a revolutionary man-
ne:,

Under the present circumstances this
slogan is above all one of the most valuable
weapons for the mobilization of the unem-
ployed and the workers in general in con-
nection with unemployment. This is not
merely a matter of the possible delivery
of commodities to the Soviet Urion as im-
portant as this quesiion is in itselt. It
is a question of getting out of the

historical impasse, of altogether mnew
economic possibilities of a Umnited
European economy. With this kind

of concrete “supra-national” plan based on
experience in our; hands, the worker-Com-
munists can and must approach the social
democratic worker. Under the conditions
of the crisis this is the most important
approach to the problem of the socialist
reconstruction of Europe. With the cor-
rect application of the united front policy
the slogan of colluboration with the U.S.
S.R. and the economic transformation of
Europe can be made the wodge that would
break off large circles of social democratic
workers from the present leaders,

But for that we must first of all
liquidate, reject and condemn, the theory
of socialism in one country. We must make
aglear to the world proletariat that the
Russiang are not constructing a separate
socialist home for themselves, and that
su¢h a structure on a national scale is
generally impossible. They are construct-
ing a national wall for the Buropean and
later on also for the world socialist home.
The further they get the harder it will
be to raise this wall, because it may crash
without the timely g@onstsuction of the
other walls. About building the roof over
the national wall there cannot even be
any talk. We must get started with the
simultaneous work in other countries ac-
cording to a common plan. This plan must
be worked out by the government of the
Soviet Ynion, at any rate, its basic fea-
tures, as a plan of mighty material and
spiritual growth of the peoples of Furope
and the whole world.

This is what the slogan of economic
collaboration with the Soviet Union means
in its developed form, under the present
historical circumstances. But such a pol-
icy presupposes a radical revision of the
theory and practice of the Soviet leader-
ship. The Yaroslavskys are very little
fit for such a policy.

( To Be Continued )

L

Comrade Raymond Spector, an
active member of the Communist
Party and who has been ctarmen of
the Control Commission in Section
Brownsville, New York spoke be-
fore his nucleus on June 17th on
the policy of the Comintern in
Ching and endorsed the line of
the Left Opposition. His expulsion
followed immediately. Such is the
freedom of the pre-convention dis-

cussion.
A statement of the views of
Comrade Raymonl Spector ,to-

sether with that of other Party and
Young Communist League mem-
bers will appear in the nexi issue
of the Militant.

Hugo Oechler Joins
Left Opposition

( Continued froin Page 1)
organizer of the revolution for the overs
throw of capitalism The first duaty of
every Communist is the success cf the rev-
olution and so long as the Party has a Droe
gram based on Marxism there is an un-
broken chain betwcen the class, the Party
and the success of the revolution. Just
as soon as the ledding individuals or groups
in the I'. .ty revise Marxism and ILeninisin
a danger of the elimination of the Party
as the leader and organizer of the class ig
at band unless we are capable of defeating:
the revisionists. But if the revisionists are
able to dominate, it spells ruin unless the
membershp  liquidates such a leadership,

The Struggle of the Left Opposiiion

This was the case with the Second
International when the revisionists dom-
inated and eliminated it as the leader and
organizer of the revolution. We saw the
transformation of the Second International
from an instrument for liberation to an
insirument of suppression of the workers
and peasants. The same process is at work
in our International. Fortunately, however,
for the proletariat we are Iiving in a
different historical period;this process is
ouly in the begioning stage in our Intere
national; and lastly we have an Interna-
tional Opposition led by I1.D, Trotsky that
exposes the revision, explains the deter-
mining causes of the crisis and mobilizes
the forces to win the International for the-
Marxian-Leninist path again.

We members of the Communist Party
ask for an answer to this manifesto and
for the readmittance of comrade Trotsky,
and the Left Opposition into the Party.
We do not ask for a religious campaign of
“Loyalty to the CI.” to take the place of
objective consideration of these proposals
If the policies of the leadership is Marxian
then there is no conflict between loyalty
to the C.I. and loyalty to Marxicm but
when the present leadership revise Marse
ism and present theories that are none
Marxian-Leninist the membership must
choose between loyalty to that leadership
and loyalty to Marxism. We stand or fall
by Marxism and Dialectic Materialism and
by now life itself has proven the correcie
ness of the Left Opposition group as Marsge
ism fighting revisionism. The readmi.tance
of the Opposition to (he International, re-
gardless of how painful it is to some “icac.
ers” is a nccossary step to prepare the Par-
ty as the leader and organizer of the big
class struggles we can expect in the pre-
sent period in order that pressure of world
capilalist economy can be relieved from
the U.S.8.R. and the extension of the dice
tatorship of the proletariat over greatee
scctions of the earth can be accombdlished.

Our demands are:

Y. The readmittance of the (ommanist
Opposilion and the adoption of the Yarxian
program of the Opposiiion.

2. Replace the present isolatisn trctics.
with Leninist United Front tactics in trade
unfon work and all other aeliviiy.

3. Eliminate wmechanleal control
anxjliary organizations and replace
control through Marxian policy.

4. Reject VERBAL transformaiion of
defensive struggles and demonstrati-ns into
revolutionary upheavals.

3. Reject slogan of “Soeinl Fowsivm”
that renders aid to the reform si.,

6. Rejoet “Third Peried”

of
with

CHe zige
zag course and replace with dizt ' > pual~
¥sis and tactics,

7. Correct 7th Convention ithowis on
above poimts and other minor pol " {'nw.

Ing from these rost causes.
L0

SR
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The sharpening of tbe clags struggle in
India finds the proletariat of that country
fn the absence of a conscious vanguard, &
Communist Party, unable to take the lead-
ership in the.rising movement againsti Brit.
ish Imperialism. The bourgeois and petty
bourgeois nationalists are able to get con-
trol of the movement, lead it into ‘“safe”
channels and ultimately betray it. The
attempts of sSections of the nationalist
movement, i. e, the All-Indian Yeuth

-League ,the workers and peasants of Pesh-

awar, the railroad workers, the textile work.
ers of Bombay, etc., to break away from
this leadership have met with only partial
suecess.

Why is there no Cemmunist Party in
India today? This question which confrents
every . Communist and class-conscious
worker must receive a definite answer.

“The “Two-Class Party” Policy

The Comintern uitier the leadership of
Stalin and Bucharin (1924-28) basing
itself on an incorrect estimation of the de-
gree of stabilization of world capitalism
and the relation of class forces, separated
the gquestion of hourgeeis democratic revo-
lution in the colonial countries from that
of the proletarian dictatorship and con-
sequently based its activities in these
countries on dual composition clasg parties.
(In China, the bloc of the four classes in
the Kuomintang and later the “Left” Kuo-
mintang, in Japan, ‘“the Workers and Pea-
sants Party”, in Mexico, “Workers Qnd Pea-
sants’ . Bloc”—in 1ndia, “Workers and
Peasants Parties”).

iLvery once ia a while one read of a
declaration of the “Communist Party of
India” or representatives of such a “Party”
would appear at Congresses, Plenums, etc.
In reality there are only a handful of in-
dtvidual Communists, aceording to a lead-
ing member of the Anti-Imperialist League,
about 75 scattered throughout the country,
baving no central organization and no col-
lective activity. Most of them, under in-
strgctions from the E. (., C.I. worked h: §1
in hand with petty bourgecis elements in
building ‘“Workers’ and Peasants’ parties”

But, a combination of events forced a
“change”. This was the joint pressure of
the Left Opposition led by cemrade Trot-
sky the change in the correlation of class
forces in the Soviet Unicn, the crushing de-
feat of the Chinese proletariat due in great
measure to the criminal subordination of
the C.P. of China first to the Kuomintang
and later the "l.eft” Kuomintang, etc. 'The
occasion for thig *“change” was the Sixth
Ceongress of the Comintern (August-Septem-
ber, 1928),

At thig time the Comintern leadership
was compelled to admit that it was re-
gponsible for the “Workers’ and Peasants’
parties in India” and officially to repudiate
such tactics, Sikandar Sur, the reporter
on the Indian question, in his summary,
stated:

“The Workers' and Peasants’ Parties
exist owing to the wrong tactics and in-
structions of the Comintern. The last re-
port of the Annual conference of the Ben-
gal Peasants’ and Workers’ parties show
that the. party is falling into the hands of
Our com-
rades do not hold officc t'iere. Comrade
Shabin (Soviet Union—I.C.) is absolutely
wrong when he talks of the inadvisability
of forming a Communist Party on account
of objective difficuliies. But should we
surrender to obstacles or should we over-
come them?’ (Inprecorr—Vol. 8§ No. 78 p.
1473). Even here, we have no real repud-
jation of dual composition class parties,
but such parties in which ‘“‘our comrades
do not hold any offices.”

The official ‘colonial theses of the Comn-
gress had this to say in reference to the
question at hand. “Special ‘Workers’ and
Peasants’ Parties’ whatcever revolutionary
character they may possess, can too easily
at particular periods, be converted into
ordinary petty bourgeois parties, and ac-
cordingly, Communists are not recommend-
ed to organize suach parties.” (Inprecorr,
Vvol. 8, No. 88 — P. 1670)., Communists
are not recommended, not advised to build
workers’ and peasants’ parties! Since when
does the Comintern hand ot mere advice
and recommendations to Communists? It
is obvious that this “literary change” in
policy is meant primarily for the record. It
also leaves the door open for a repetilion

The C. I and Two-Class Parties

of Stalin's sophistry on the Kuomintang.
That is the argument that the Commaunists
did not “organize” the party but eame into
it in order to get to the masses,

It should be also noted that the phrase
“at particular periods (can) be converted
into ordinary petty bourgeois parties” is an
underhanded’ attempt to excuse the Comin-
tern’s policy of building such parties “at
particular times”.

After the Sixth Congress

Not only was a Communist Party not
formed after the Sixth Congress, but the
official Comintern press continued to speak
of the “Workers’ and Peasants’ Parties”
as a legal expression of the Commiunists in
India; For example, the erstwhile Comin-
tern specialist on India, M.N.Roy, writing
on the municipal elections in Bombay
stated: “Owing to the doubtful position of
the Communist Party (!) and the general
antagonism to Communism that character-
izes the present bourgeois political atmos-
pbere of the country, the election was con-
tested (by the Communists—J.C.) In the
name of the Workers’ and Peasants’ party”
—and ldater adds ‘“By contesting the elec-
tion the Communists gave another sign of
their political independence (sic!), Most
resolute fighters for national freedom, they
will defend the interest of the working
clags not only against foreign imperialism,
but also native capitalism. Py these tac-
tics of the revolutionary class struggle the
Communists will mobilize and lead the
proletariat as the driving force of the na-
tional revolution”. {(Inprecorr—Vol. 9, No,
12— March 1st, 1929). What could be plain-
er? Roy and his political allies, Lovestone
and Brandler, demogogically eriticise the
Stalinists today for mnot having built a
Communist Party in India! These individ-
vwals who share the respongibility with the
Staling’ and Kuussinens for the past Kuo-
mintang tactic now call for the Luilding of
a Communist Party side by side with a
“national revelutionary party”. But what
will be the role of the Communist Party?
The ebjective logic of their policy means
the subordination of the C. P. to the ‘“na-
tional revolutionary parity”, the duplicating
of the events of 1925-26-27 in China.

Again, after the Sixth Congress, the
hitherto scattered and uncontected Work-
crg’ and Peasants’ parties, for the first
time organized a national party, the “Work-
ers’ and Peasants’ Party of India” What
was the attitude of the Com'ntern towards
this conference?

The “Workers’ and Peasants’ Party”

Discussing the Conference of the Work-

Flaunt Royal Courts

Helston, Cornwall
Kditors, the Militant: —

We know that ghastly destitution
prevails in your country as in ours; and
that in your city streets, and upon the high
roads affluence and misery are often sharp.
ly contrasted when the motor car of the
millionaire scatters dust or mud on the
unemployed worker tramping hopelessly
on the search of a job which does not
exist. But these contrasts are the result
of chanee encounters; the rich man is
out on his daily business or possibly he
is bemt on pleasure. In no case does he
organize hundreds of his wealthy friends
to display themselves in gorgeous attire
at a given time, as a provocative and
shameful contrast to the wretchedness of
thousands of the surroundng population.

But this is the spectacle we can see
in London whenever a Royal Court is held
and we have had four of them this spring.
The women have worn gowns of silk and
lace with trains encrusted with jewels, and
had ornaments of precious stones. Some
have even worn shoes with jewelled heels.
And all this perfectly unnecessary dls-
play has been made” in a wealthy capital
¢ity  which can show the most appalling
depth of poverty among its hosts of slum
dwellers,

While the company at the palace at a
recent court were partaking of the custom-
ary refreshments, served on gold plate, a
fleet of motor cars could speedily have
conveyed the whole of the guests to houses
where (after supping in a very different
faghion) adults of both sexes and child~

ers’ and Peasants’ Party Roy wrote:

“Meeling in this atmosphere of revolu-
tionary development from all sides, the
Workers’ and Peasants’ Party, whose driv-
ing forces are the Communists, wag objec-
tively the most important event of the
moment, The Workers’ and Peasants’ Party
iz not the Communist Party (sic!), al-
though the Communists play in it the lead-
ing and dominating role. Several years ago
it appeared on the scene as the first sign
of radicalization of the nationalist masses.
As such the Communists supported it and
aided its growth. Practically all the great
strikes of the last two years were ied under
the banner of the Workers’ and Peasants’
Parly. ‘The object of the Communists was
to make this new party the rallying ground
for all the nationalist revolutionary ele-
ments, to dcvalop it into a revoiutionary
mass party which is a crying need of the
moment”. (Inprecorr, Vol. 9—No. ¢—Febru-
ary 1, 1929). The above is a precise sum-
mary of the tactics of the Comintern in
India for the past few years.

Roy however criticized the Conference
for not having made provisions for united
front action with the “League for Indian
Jndependence”’ (the organization of the
petty bourgeois intellec¥ials which Roy
wished the Workers’ and Peasants’' Party,
and the Communists to unite with to form
his Indian “nationalist mass party”.)

Immediately Roy was rebuked. The
Conference, a Comintern representative
wrote, did make provision for united front
action with the *“League for Indian In-
dependence.” Roy is wrong, says the writ-
er, Communists must not try and build “a
mass nationalist party”, but must build a
Communist Party.But how about the Work-
ers’ and Peatynts’ Party? The writer
states that confusion exists in the party;
although it is showing signs of a “decided
improvement”’; its confusion is due to its
character, in its “composition of two class-
es, which is bound to result in rendering
vague the proletarian line itself.” ¢!') The
implications of the writer P. Sch. are clear.
The line of the Workers’ and Peasants’
Party must be a class (!) policy; the Com-
munists must organize themselves in a C.P.
but at the same time struggle for a class
linc in the W. gnd P. party. (inprecorr, Vol,
91, No. 16, March 29, 1929.) Nowhere in his
ariicle does P. Sch altempt to repudiate
Roy’s above quoted characterization of the
role of the Communists in India. The Com-
intern, through P, Sch offers the concep-
tion of a “left” Kuomintang as against a
“whole” Kuomintang.

In April 1929, that is only a few months
after the National Conference of the
“Workers’ and Peasants’ Party of India”,
the British and Indian governments started
a general offensive against strike leaders,
revolutionary workers and Communists.
Thirty one were arrested for carrying out

at British Workers

ren in numbers, were seeking such rest
as can be found under conditions of over-
c¢crowding. In one case, (officially reported
about the time of the holding of one of
the recent courts) seven people—adults
and children were found to be sleeping in
one bod?

In no country except England can
such senseless and provocative displays as
these Royal Courts of ours be found at the
present time. 'That they are still popular
among the wealthy English bourpeoisie,
(whose female offspring make their social
debut at such ceremonies) is proof of the
inherent snobbishness of the English char-
acter; and also of an incapacity to think
seriously and in detail even on a most
pressing subjegt. The present situation in
England ig this: the fertile soil, which
would feed illons under intensive cul-
tivation is held up in the hands of the big
landlords. Yndustrial unemployment is in-
creasing and no political party—Conserva-
tive, Liberal or Labor, can find a cure
for worklessness, for not one of them is
prepared to get rid of the landlords who
hold all the basic materjals—minerals as

well as the surface goil in their grip. Mis-

ery is daily increasing among the poor,
coupled with a bitter resentment, and be-
fore long we may see the wealthier mem-
bers of society displaying their heels—jew-
elled or otherwise—in real earnest before
the onrush of starving and furious mobs,
But where s the leadership which will
give us revolution while preserving us from
anarchy? Not in the discredited Commun-
ist Party under Stalinist leadership.
—M. SHOOTER

the orders of the Comintern in India and-
being in favor of the violent overthrow of
the government. The Workers’ and Pea-
sants’ Party broke down under the offen~
sive. In a few months there was no Party,
(Clemens Dutt, Labour Monthly—July 29,
1929) This again compelled the official
Comintern press to speak about the necces-
sity of a Communist Party in India,

Safarov’s Apologetics for Stalin

In a recent issme of the Commusist
International (Vol. VII. No. 5, English Hd-
ition) G. Safarov, a former Oppositionist,
with an even more flexible spine than his
fellow-capitulators, discusses the situatiom
in India. After coundemning Roy's position
on India he writes: “Of the same wcrth are
the accusations of another careerist (!),
a Max Shachtman, in the Militant, whe
accuses the Communist International of ‘re.
sisting the formation of a Communist Party
in India.' (Militant, Feb. 8). Both the Right
and the ‘Left’ renegades ignore the real
faets, for the birth of the revolutionary
working class in India in 1928-29 is an in-
disputable fact...That did not and could
not take place until the development of the
class struggle had arouspel the masses,
antil the slogans of the Comintern had
turned into class reality, They could only
be embodied in the real life of India thanks
to the self-development of the working
class, in the process of the revolutionary
struggle against jmperialism.” (P. 48). Sa-
farov undertakes a task mnever before at-
tempted in the Party press—to explain why
no C.P. was built in India.

First, he does not deny the accusation
of comrade Shachtman that the Comintern
resisted the formation of a (.P. in India
Secondly, who denies the existence of a
revolutionary working class in India im
1928-29? Certainly not the Left! 'Third,
if one is to make sense of this quotation one
must interpret Safarov as saying: There
was no revolutionary working class in In-
dia until 1928-29, beeause the development
of the class struggle had not aroused the
masses; thercfore a Communist Party could
not be built. Let us dissolve the Commun-
ist Party of the United States because there
is no revolutionary working class in this
country!

1t is the Communist Party which mnst
help intensify the class struggle. Fourth,
a C.P. could not be built in India “until the
slogans of the Comintern had been turned
into class reality” (Page 48). Who was to
propagate the slogans of the Comintern?
the Workers’ and Peasants’ Parties, indiv-
iduval Communists? What slogans had
he turned into clasg reality? The “dem-
ocratic dictatorshp of the proletariat and
peasantry” or perhaps (and we are not
very far from the truth) the realization of
a “powerful mass Workery' and Peasants’
party™?

The official press once again carries re-
ports of leaflets issued by the Workers' gnd
Peasants’ Party without comment of its
own, The Stalinist press gives liltle in-
formation as to what the Comintern is ac-
tually doing in India today.

The Paily Worker frem time to time
speaks of the formation in the “ncar fu-
ture” of an All-Indian Communistt Party.
Tn one of its issues, (Wednesday, May 21,
1930), it carries on its front page photo- .
static copies of two issues of the “Workers’
Weckly”. The story underneath it runs:
“The first. Marxist-Leninist paper published
in India, is shown above in the headings of
two issues. The ‘Workers’ Weekly’ bega®
publication in Bombay on January 26, and
is acting as the ideological leader and or-
ganization center for the forces of the
working class in the Indian Revolution”.

The April 30 issue of Inprecorr avail-
able at least one month before the Baily
Worker story, carries an article by V. Chat-
topadbayayas (one of the secretaries of the
World Anti-Imperialist l.eague and the lat.
est of the Stalinist writers on India) with
the following: “The Workers’ Weekly, the
new organ of the Workers’ and Peasants’
Party, points out in its last issue that the
movement has gone far beyond Gandhi and
the Congress, and calls for a general strike
throughout India.” (The Revolutionary Sit-
uation in India—V. Chattopadhyaya Vol. 10
No. 21).

How are we to explain this? TIs the
Comintern at present building a “Left” Kuo-
mintang in India or doing nothing at all?
What efforts are being made to build a
Communist Party? What has happened to
the All-Indian Communist Party that was
to be formed in the near future? What is
this “revolutionary Marxian Workers’ Par-
ty?” These questions must be answered.

~—JOSEPH CARTER
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One Year of Labor Cox Rational Roux Red Army Men Urge

Goverment

Ramsay MacDonald, the “big shot” of
the Second International has been review-
ing the accomplishments of one year of labor
government in office. His review is signifi-
cant for what he did not rather than what
he did say. ‘

Moasured by the expectations it aroused
in the minds of its rank and file followers
the second “Labor Government” has turn-
ed out to be as great and calamitous a fail-
ure as ever the Labor Government of 1924
was. Conspicuously it has proven its utter
bankruptey in every basic problem it faced
The failure of the Labor Government is a
gtriking demonstration of the bankruptcy
of the policies. of social democracy through-
out the world. )

Take domestic policy as a first in-
~2ance, Since the MacDonald Government
Jeme into office on ‘June 10, 1929 the num-
‘Jor of unemployed has actually increased
dy 600,000, making a grand total of the
mnemployed army in Britain of 1,739,000
the biggest since 1921-22,

Not a finger has been raised by the Mac-
Ponald cabinet to repeal the reactionary
anti-trade union bill passed by the Tory
government after the general strike.

Take India as another touchstone of
socialist practise, In 1924 the “Labor Gov-
arnment” decreed the Bengal Criminal Or-
dinance to provide for the arrest without
trial of all opposing British authority.
Hundreds of Indian revolutionaries have
peen rotting in jail for years under this
srdinance, The second Labor Government
;ame into office. Not a finger has been
pnoved to release these prisoners.

MacDonald in India carries on in the
sest traditions of Bloody Falfour’s suppres.
don of Ireland. In Peshawar, in Sholapur,
m Bombay, the Indian masses are prodded
with British bayonets, shot down, impri-
joned. The responsibility falls directly on
Ramsay MacDopald and his Labor Govern-
mont. The responsibility rests on the Se-
rond International which is an accomplice
m all the crimes of the Labor Government
a8 of the social democracy in Germany.

The New York Nation feels a little
smbarragsed for its statesman-like con-
tributing editor MacDonald. it secks for
an explanation, and with the superﬁqial
pim of liberalism finds it in “the ta.mn%g
gffect of. office-holding on the radicsl”.
This explanation is false down to the
ground., The taming efiect of office-holding
for whom? MacDonald acts as he does l?,e-
cause he holds office for the ‘capitalist
plass. The social demaocratic policy must
breed the MacDonalds because it 1s class-
sollaborationist, nationadist, petty bqu‘r-
geois and anti-revolutionary A British
poformist cannot support an Indian revolu-
Mon. He can stifle the masses and try to
errange a compromise with ttie’ mative

rgeoisie. '
boui comic touch to the tragedy is the
truly entertaining“argument of the friends
of the Labor Government that MacDonald
“pas not had a chance”, He had to take
over all these ‘knotty problems of In_dia.
Egypt. unemployment, etc. from the Tories.
That wasn'tt fair. MacDonald would be
well on the way to introducing gocialism-—
if the capifalists had been gracious enough
to introduce it for him. But all they care
about is to trip him up and make things

rder for him.
he dM'ea.nwhila to this day Hillquit, the
leader of the American socialist party _has
not breathed a syllable of protest against
the misdeeds of his British confrere—and
when a resolution was introduced at the
convention of the Socialist Party in Pem‘l-
sylvania to demand the freedom of India
from British Imperialism, it was violently
attacked by the leaders and finally altered.

New York Open Air Meetings

The New York Eranch of the Com-
munist League (Opposition) is holding
large and successful street meetings every
Saburday night at the corner of 126th St.
and Gth Avenue. The workers have been
addressed on numerous issues of import-
ance by comrades Maurice Spector, Martia
Abérn, Albert Glotzer, Max Rose, George
Clarke, Charles Curtiss, Russell Blackwell
and other members of. the Branch. The
Branch reports. that the intierest shown
by the workers this year is greatly in-
creased. A ggod amount of literature, Mil-
itants, etc. is regularly gold. The Branch
intends to hold an additional meeting a
week at another cormer. Other members
of the Branch agsist in the work of organ-
izing the meetings,

Shachtman's

The tour of Max Shachtman on behalf
of the Communst League of America (Op-
position) is meeting with marked success.
In Hamilton, Ont., Canada, despite difficult-
ies and lew forces, a meeting was held,
and a growth of the Opposition is looked
for as a result of comrade Shachtman’s lec-
tures and report upon the program of the
Left : Opposition, his visit to L. D . Trot-
sky at Constantinople, and the preliminary
International Conference of the Left Op-
position at Berlin. At Detroit a formal
meeting was. not organized; scattered el-
ements -gathered to hear Shachtman.

- Chicago, Minneapolis Hold Good Meetings

-In-Chicago comrade. Shachtman. spoke
for the Communist League before a good
crowd at the ILW.W. hall, TUnemployment
in Chicago is acute and a large number of
workers were of course admitted free and
listened with keen interest to the report
and to the policy of the Left Opposition
on a number of current issues., A Work-
er8 Guard was at hand to protect the meet-
ing from any disturbance; none occurred.
Literature sales were good. The Chicago
comrades are pepped up now more than
ever.

In Minneapolis, a stronghold of the Com-
unist League (Opposition) a very fine meet-
ing was held from every viewpoint. Af-
ter the lecture, questions were put by mem-
bers of the audience, including one mem-
ber of the S.L.P, and were answered in full
by the speaker. The Minneapolis and St.

Tour Is Extended

Paul comrades prepared extensively for
the lectures, As we go to press, we do not
yet have reports on the meetings in St.
Paul, Duluth and Superior.

The tour now takes comrade Shacht-
man into the West and Southwest—into
Kansas City and St Louis, Mo. and then
to Springfield, Illinois, after which the turn
is again toward the East, into Clevelaad,
Pittsburg and Youngstown. The comrades
in all these cities are on the job to put over
large meetings.

Return Engagements in Montrael and

. Toronto )

The - branches -of the Communist -League
(Opposition)- in: Montreal and Toron%, Can-
ada have asked the National Office to ex-
tend Shachtman’s tour to include return
engagements there, Their request has
been complied with, and comrade Shacht-
man goes to Montreal once more on July
3rd and 4th and to Toronto on July 5th
and G6th. Both cities pledge big turnouts,

In Toronto, where tthe leaders, so-
called of the official Communist Party of
Canada picketed Shachtman’s lecture (evi-
dently the rank and file could not stomach
the yellow policy of the officialdom and
would not try to prevemt the meeting of
the Left Opposition), both an excellenk
meeting and a banquett were held. In Tor-
onto, Shachtman will lecture on another
subjectt which will be  announced in the
next issye of the HMilitant.

The balance of the schedule follows:

i
I KANSAS CITY, Mo.
M Friday, June 20. Mass Mecting at
+ —HALIL, 914 Grand Avenue, 2nd Floor.
I KANSAS (ITY, MO.
k Thursday & Saturday, June 19 and
o 21—Branch Meetings.
i ST. LOUIS, MO.

Sunday, June 22, 8 p.m. Mass

Meeting at Odeon Theatre Bldg., Grand
and Finney.
ST. LOUIS, MO.
Monday, June 23, Branch Meeting
i  SPPRINGFIELD, ILL
Tuesday, June 24.
announced.)
CLEVELAND, OHIO
Wednesday June 25, Mass Meeting at

(Place to be

Watch This Schedule for Your City

PAINTIERS HALL 2030 Euclid.
Thursday, June 26 Membership Meet
ing.

YOUNGSTOWN ,0HIO

Iriday, June 27, (Place to be an-
nouncedd.. .. .. ,
PITTSBURG, PA.

Saturday, June 28, 8. p. m. Mass
Meeting at Labor Lyceum, 35 Miller St.
PITTSBURG, PA.

Sunday, June 29, Branch Meeting
MONTREAL, CANADA

July 3-4th (Place to be announced
later.)
TORONTO, CANADA

July 5-6 (Place to be announced
later.)

Y
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Capitalist »Disarmament «

Hail to the Kellog Peace Pact! God
bless Disarmament and those noblemea
Hoover and MacDonald. The League of
Nations has just issued its armament year
book for 1929-30 and the upshot of ils fig-
ures is that in 1928 when the Kellogg Peace
Pact became effective there were 50 per
cent more cruisers than in 1913 and that
there were three times more in process
of construction than in 1913,

Ttaly, which had no cruisers building in
1913, not only led the world in this re-
spect in 1929, but, with 71,000 tons under
construction, was building more than the
total of 68,300 tons the whole world was
buildit g in 1913. Japan stood second in
1929, with 40,000 tons building; the Uniten
States third with 30,000 tons; Spain fourth,
with 20,000 tons, and .France fifth, with
10,000 tons. ‘

Submariens formed 1 per cent of the
world fleet tonnage in 1913; 3 per cent
when the war ended, and 6 per cent when
the Kellogg Treaty went into force.

he. world’s total naval tonnage, which
in 1913 was 6,891,00C tons, stood at 5,312,000
tons in 1929, the difference being due to the
sinking of the Gesman fleet and the limita-
tion of battleships in 1922, The figure for
1929, however marked an increase of 21,000
tons over 1928.

There wil be disarmament until the
workers are stong enough to disarm the
capitalists, Military disarmament will fol-
low on the economic expropriation of pri-
vate property. . Capitalism and universal
disarmament are contradictions in terms,

WIN FIVE.DAY WEEK
NORWICH, Conu., June 14—Organtzed
bricklayers secured the five-day week. Hod
carriers and laboreres are equally success.
ful.

U.S. Imperialist Contradictions
Meanwhile, the internal contradictions
of American imperialism, bound up with
its world economic interdependence, are
maturing a severe crisis which is fore-
shadowed by the current partial industrial
depression. The present situation, which
is only the harbinger of this coming
crisis, has already brought to a high level
the process of rationalization and attack
upon the standards of the working class
that is causing it to move progressively
away. from its previous inertia Into a
period of struggles. The realization of
the crisis which will -intensify the pro-
cess of rationalization, unemployment, and
lead to severer attacks on the living stand-
ards of the workers;, will result in an even
broader basis for the radicalization of the
American workers and their entry into
struggle. It is a process which must be
analyzed not only in comparison with the
Leftward movement of the KEuropean
workers, but chiefly on comparison with the
historical backwardness of the American
working class. Upon this development is
conditioned the coming period of struggles
of the American workers and the necessity
for the revolutionary Party to understand
it and prepare itself properly for it.
— FROM THE PLATFORM OF
THE COMMUNIST OPPOSITION
ADOPTED  (CHICAGO) MAY
20, 1929.

MILITANT OUTING

Members of the New York branch of
the Communist League of America (Oppo-
ssition) amyl sympathizers will have an
outing Sunday, June 22, at Huater Island
Hikers will meet at Pelham Bay Park Sta-
tion at 10:30 a. m.

Bring lunch, bathing suits and sport
equipment,

Trotsky's Recall

With the deepest indignation we Ruse
sian Red Army men who under the lead«
ership of Trotsky created the victorious
Red Army and fought in its ranks on nue
merous fronts to triumph over the counters
revolution, now learn that Stalin threatens
our work. For almost six years the Stalin-
ist leadership, having usurped the helm’
of the Para’ has been menacing the achieve«
ments of ¢he revolution,

That which millions of proletarians con.
quered under Lenin and Trotsky and thous
sands of Red Army fighters secured by
their blood, is now endangered by the vace
illating policies of the Stalinists, now lean
ing to social democracy now to anarchism.

We will not permit our work to be
destroyed.

We will not believe that Leon Trotsky
organizer of the victory of the Russian and
therewith the intermational working class
has become untrue to our colors.

But we do see clearly that the Stalin regime
which dies not hesitate to sheéot prolet-
arian revolutionaries is by its policies pree
paring grave disasters for the U. 8. S. R.
and the international revolution.

The deportation of Leon Trotsky was
a serious and shameful blow at the Soviet
Union. The workers of the world will nee
ver understand nor approve this measure.

We call upon all who fought shoulder
to shoulder with Trotsky in the Red Army
to return to their posts of struggle. The
former soldiers of the Red Army who are

scattered throughout Rurope must stand

on guard.

Organize that the banner of the Red
Army and the Soviet Union of the interna-
tional revolution is once more raised on
high as in the days of Lenin and Trotsky.

Comrades, rally to the ranks of the
Left Opposition.

Demand the recall of ILeon Trotsky to
the Soviet Union, to ‘the Party and the
leadership of the Comintern.

Down with the disloyal Stalinjsts!
Long live the Left proletarian wing of
Lenin!

Long live the world revolution!

—RED ARMY MEN OF SLOVAKIA
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