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Reagan and his corporate bud-
dies are proclaiming new heights
for profit rates, And the biggest
bosses were rewarded with mas-
sive pay increases in 1983,

“‘Average’’ executives hauled
in a 13.8% pay raise in 1983,
more than twice the 5.5% in-
crease they got the year before
and triple the 1983 inflation rate
ule”’){,.

But even ns tycoons parade
their profits before the media,
workers’ living standards con-
tinue to crumble,

The nation’s highest-paid ex-
ecutive, William 5. Anderson
of Mational Cash Register, got
more than $13.8 million in total
compensation last year. Assum-
ing he “worked’’ a 40-hour
week, he received over $6,000
per hour!

Compare these figures to the
average 2% pay hike in 1983 for
workers with union contracts,
and it is clear that the “‘recovery
is confined to the Wall Street
barons.,

Workers'  paychecks  are
shrinking, failing to keep pace

even with an exccptionally
low inflation rate.
PROFITABILITY

But while companies like
Chrysler crow to investors about
new-found profitability, they
poormouth workers who ask for
their share.

Chrysler workers took wage
and benefit cuts in 1979, and the
company got bailout loans from
the federal government to help
it through its crisis. Chrysler, en-
joying record profits of $706 mil-
lion in 1983, repaid the loans
ahead of time,

The workers are still waiting.
Thousands laid off in 1979 re-
main idle while those earning the
sub-standard wage work manda-

tory overtime. But Chrysler
O =ixts tha

will *‘destroy’” the company.
The shareholders have rewarded
him with a 30% raise to
$475,000. Business Week
called lacocca **the most bang for
the corporate buck."’

General Motors and Ford also
had big years. GM boss Roger
Smith took home a 171% pay
hike and Ford chief Philip Cald-
well got a 214% raise. But if
they have their way in this fall's
contract talks with the United
Auto Workers, the bucks will
stop at the bosses’ wallets,

“ENDANGER"

Like lacocca, they maintain
that any wage increase would
“endanger’’ the entire industry.
And the UAW's president, Owen
Bicher, nccepts the argument.
Rank and file workers will have
to take matters into their own
hands if they are going to win
anything.

But the autoworkers’ struggle
comes as the men in pinstripe
suits stampede to take advantage
of anti-union government moves,

The Supreme Court has tuled
that any company which might
be in financial trouble can w ﬂe
out its labor contracts, and the
Mational Labor Relations Board
permits similar actions by com-
panies relocating their plants.

The government rulings are
only the latest in a series of loss-
es for the labor movement. Wage
concessions and the recession
have lowered the standard of
living. The destruction of the air
traffic controllers union in the
PATCO strike, and the defeat of
the Greyhound and Continental
walkouts, have sapped workers’
strength, and union burcaucrats
will not resist the bosses on-
slaught. Even the militant Las
Vegas hotel workers are isolated.

lgut in 1984 workers will have

» [ e " . !
any wage increase for workers

NO RECOVERY FOR WORKERS BUT...
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a chance to fight back. In addi-
tion to the UAW, the 160,000
member United Mine Workers
and four unions representing
600,000 federal postal workers
will be negotiating contracts
this year.

Union leaders have hinted at
the possibility of strikes to win
their demands, But strikes are
won by workers' solidarity, not
by labor bureaucrats,

PERSISTENCE

Only rank and file persistence
on the picket line can resist the
attack on workers’ rights and win
a share of the wealth they create,

This ‘‘recovery’’ is for bosses
only—until workers organize to
take what is rightfully theirs, Our
only alternative is to organize—
and be prepared to fight. ]
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““The environment is the
primary determinant of the
state of general health of
any population,’’ according
to Ivan lllich, critic of the

medical Industry and
author of ‘‘Medical
Nemasis."’

After working in an inner
city hospital, | can see why
this is true.

Environmental and social
factors such as poor nutri-
tion, overcrowding, stress-
ful living conditions and
contaminated food and air,
do much to create and ex-
acerbate diseasa.

For example, tuberculo-
sis (or consumption) was
once a major killer. In 1812,
700 out of every 10,000
deaths was caused by
tuberculosis. By 1940—
before an antibiotic ‘‘cure’’
was discovered—the death
rate was down to 48 out of
10,000. This decrease was
largely due to nutrition,
enabling people to fight off
disease and improve
sanitation.

The benefits of nutrition
can also be seen in the WIC
program, which provides
free milk, cheese, meat and
other basic foods to low-
income pregnant women at
a cost of $25 a month per
person. Research has
shown that WIC Is very
effective in reducing the

Linclduncn of infant mortal-

ity and low birthweight

DR. DENA
MAGOULIAS
EXPLAINS WHY
THE HEALTH

CARESYSTEM
NEEDS TO BE
CHANGED

infants, As a result, each
dollar spent on WIC durin
pregnancy saves three dol-
lars in hospital costs later.

However, Reagan’s 1985
budget would cut $210 mil-
lion from child nutrition
programs and WIC and
foree over 500,000 women
out of the program.

IMPACT

Another example of the
impact of environmental
and social factors on haalth
can be seen with the rise of
cancer. Every week we read
about a new food or sub-
stance which causes can-
cer. It is estimated that
80% of cancer is caused by
the environment. Food
such as red dye, pesticides,
and preservatives cause
cancer, and impraving the
movement of these sub-
stancaes through our bowels
with high fiber diets de-
creases the rate of cancer.

Toxins In our air, such as
asbestos, can cause lung

cancer, and removing it
from insulation can prevent
it. Unfortunately, Reagan’s
administration has done
nothing to decrease the
contaminants in our en-
vironment. OSHA has got-
ten less support and the
EPA has sold out to the
corporations.

| was once told by a
cynical medical instructor
that you don’t change any-
thing by curing people, but
by keeping them sick so
they will keep coming back.
In fact, throughout medical
school, | studied a lot about
anatomy and microorgan-
isms, but learned nothing
about diet and stress as
causes of disease. | learned

nothing about occupational

or environmental hazards.

However, improving
these aspects of our lives
would do more than
improving health In any
other respect. And by pre-
venting health problams—
tocussing on the causes of
disease—health care costs
could be reduced for every-
one in the long run.

It is the duty of physi-
clans who are really inter-
ested In Improving health
to fight alongside peaple
who are protesting cuts in
soclal programs and In-
dustrial pollution. Above all
we must fight against the
system which promotes
profits before health. 0l

Washington

abortion clinic
under attack

EVERETT, WA—For the
third time In less than six
months the Everett Femin-
ist Women's Health Center
here has been attacked
by right-wing terrorists.
The |atest attack, a fire,
came Friday, April 20,
1884. Damage to the clinie
s estimated at over
§75,000. Simllar damage
from a fire Decembar 3,
1983, kept the clinic closed
for three months for re-

airs. A smaller fire In

arch did $10,000 damage
to one room.

It Is probably no coincid-
ance this latest outrage
came on the day five anti-
abortionist pickets began
trial for harassing and
threatening patients at
the abortion and gynecol-
ogical clinic, Dottia
Roberts, Karen Crabtres
and other women leading
the right-wing picketers
at the clinic office are
accused of harassing staff

members  and their
families.
FEAR
One clinic worker has

quit because the fear of
harm to herself or her
children became too great
to bear. She was receiving
daily phone calls threaten-
ing her children's safety,
Other  staff  members
report similar  threats
against themaelvas.

At one point right-wing
phone harassment includad
up to 700 calls a day, tying
up phone lines and making
it Impossible for patients
to make appointments.

The opening of the Ever-
ett clinic last fall sparked
a new wave of right-wing
anti-abortion activity In
Washington. Daily picket-
ing at the clinie, the only
low-cost abortion facility
in  Snohomish  County,
north of Seattle, has been
accompanied by increased
afforta to make tha state
stop funding poor women's
abortions,

An attempt to get a
bill to that effect through
the legislature failed, but
anti-abortionists, with
Dottie Roberts in the lead,
have now filed an initiative
for the November, 1884,
ballot. If passed it will
prohibit the spending of
any state monies for abor-
tlon. Washington is one
of only nine states still
funding abartions.

Roberts and her cohoris
shouldn't have any trouble
gathering the 137,000 sig-
natures required to get
the Issue on the ballot;
they have the support of
fuirwamantalist and Cathao-
lic preachers all over the
state. Passing the law will
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be another matter.

In 1970 Washington was
the first and only state to
legalize abortion through
a vote of the people,
That affort was fueled by
a large, powerful move-
ment led by feminists
and socialists as well as
pro-choice forces from
churches and health care
professions.

It was a magnificent
victory for- women and
helped speed the recogni-
tion of the right to abortion
culminating in the Supreme
Court decislon of 1873.

STREETS

Waomen who have
become complacent since
the victories of the 1970's
must be brought back into
the streets; the avents
in Everett prove the anti-
abortionists will stop at
nothing to force their

values on all of us.
Alfthough HRoberts and

Crabtree protest they bear
no responsibility for the
arson fires at the Everett
clinies, it is thair hysterical

sereams  of  ‘‘murder"’
at clinic patlents that
creates the atmosphera

that drives someone alsa
to turn rhetoric into violent
action. The violence must

be stopped.
Messages of support
and financial assistance

for legal costs are always
welcome by the Everatt
Faminist Womean's Haalth
Clinie. For mora informa-
tion, contact Women for
Reproductive Freedom, 320
Summit East, #9, Sﬂattla.
WA 98122, C
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of life—where the
series of ‘defeats.’

Ronald Reagan
claims that Nica-
ragua ‘‘is the
stage for a bold
attempt by the
Soviet Union to
install Commun-
ism by force.”’
This is nonsense.

William Casey is
attempting to
rebuild the CIA’s
covert operations
and is the
principal backer
of the counter-
revolutionary
contras.

Sen. Barry Gold-
water called the
mining of Nicara-
gua’s ports an
‘‘act of war.’’ But
all Democratic
front-runner
Walter Mondale
could say was that
the mining
‘‘comaes close to
an act of
belligerence.”’

FIGHTING WORD

‘‘From the contradiction between the sharpening of the f;rnb-
lem and the lack of prerequisites to its solution in the initial
stage of revelutionary development, it follows that the in-
dividual skirmishes of the revolution may end in defeat. But
revolution is'the sole form of 'war’—and this is iis special law
:};.’H-ﬂf victory can be prepared only by a

—Rosa Luxemburg, 1919

CENTRAL
AMERICA

Just two days after it was
announced that the United
States is now posed for full-
scale military intervention in
Central America, Reagan was
pletured in swimming trunks,
throwing a coconut on a
Hawaiian beach.

He would like us all to forgei
about Central America. The
President and his CIA cronies
have a war to run. They don't
want to be bothered by the
American public or even
by Congress.

A year ago Reagan prom-
ised not to "‘Americanize the
war'' by sending more combat
advisors or troops, but that is
precisely what the administra-
tion is preparing to do. The
Pentagon reported 150 mili-
tary advisors in El Salvador
and Honduras a year ago.

Tudny the official number
has increased more than 10
times, with 1,800 military per-
sonnel on continuous duty and
80 on temporary exerecise.

Through most of April, Con-
gress and Reagan parried over
who should run the “‘casual
little war'® in Central America.
The dispute centered around
the fact that the U.5. had
played a key role in the plac-
ing of 600 mines in Nicara-
gua's ports. A majority of
Congress seemed to feel that
they should have been told
about that before reading it in
the newspapers,

WAR

Even Barry Goldwater, the
arch ﬂunsurvullvu. wias 50 an-

ry that he wrote a ‘'Dear
%ill“ letter to CIA Director
William Casey in which he
called the mining “‘an act of
war, For the life of me, [ don'(

see how we are going to ex-

plain it.”

But Reagan's position is
clear. One of his spokespeople
called the hoopla just *‘an-
other Washington story.’’

In a radio broadcast Reagan
said that “‘much of the debate
has ignored the most relevant
fact: Central America has be-
come the stage for a bold at-
tempt by the Soviet Union,
Cuba and Nicaragua to install
communism by force through-
out this hemisphere.”

From reading the news-
papers, you would think that a
serious political rift between
Congress and Reagan has oc-
curred. You might even think
that a majority of Congress is

by CHRISTINA BAKER

uncomfortable with the not-so-
secret war in Central America.

The hypocrisy of the Con-
gressional outrage is truly
amazing. They may be con-
cernéd that proper channels
were not followed, or that they
were not treated with enough
respect, but it is hard to be-
lieve that any of them were
really surprised.

KNOWLEDGE

The House Intelligence
Committee had full knowledge
t!'ll.t tha mihi-p!mﬂ.ng -pgqrn-
tion was ClA-directed, Some
members of the Senate Intelli-

gence Committee have said

that after their briefing in
March, they were left with the
impression that the Nicara-
guan contras (the U.5,-backed
counterrevolutionaries) acted
alone in planting the mines,

But really, given the weak-
ness of the three bittterly div-
ided contra groups, who did
the Senators think directed the
operation?

Cungmss. feeling :\;Iighlml,
passed a non-binding resolu-
tion asking that no more funds
be used for mining Micara-
guan ports, and stalled on
granting funds for the contras
and U.5.-backed forces in El
Salvador. But these moves
were meaningless.

The Senate has already ap-
gmvccj Reagan’s request for

62 million for aid to El Salva-
dor, and the House is axpect-
ed to come close to that figure.
Meanwhile, business goes on
as usual.

Reagan, during Congress'
recess, used an emergency de-
fense fund to send about $32
million in military and medical
funds to El Salvador,

The Congressional leaders
may want us to believe that
the war in Central America is
all Reagan’s fault. But a quick
look at the facts belies their in-
nocence. Congress has been
funding the contras and the
right-wing El Salvador gov-
ernment right along.

They know that today there
are 5,000 to 6,000 counter-
revolutionaries operating in-
side Nicaragua, with 11,000
ready to attack, They know
that there would be no war in
Nicaragua without U.S. sup-
port to the contras.

Nicarngua took the matter

STOP U.S.
TERROR

of its ports being mined to the
World Court, where the U.5,
responded with a number of
sleazy legal maneuvers. But
even a sanction by the World
Court is largely meaningless
since there is no body to en-
force its judgments,

On the diplomatic front, the
U.5, State Department denied
a visa to NMicaraguan leader
Sergio Ramirez, even though
he was scheduled to speak at
nine American universities,
including Harvard, Yale and
MIT. The administration only
allowed him to honor his
speaking date at the Universi-
ty of Kansas. : .

Th%nddpd insult to injury
by rejécting Micaragunn Dopa-
ty Foreign Minister Nora As-
torga as ambassador to the
United States.

Meanwhile, the war in Cen-
tral America continues. Ac-
cording to the New York

Times, ‘‘Contingency plans
are being drawn up for the
possible use of U.5. combat
troops in Central America."’

The continuing spat  be-
tween the legislative and exec-
utive branches, and the fact
that this is an election year,
may slow things down a bit,
but the future looks grim,

POWER

If matters to the U.5, to
keep the “‘red menace™ from
taking any significant root in
this hemisphere, particularly
50 close to home. This is not a
battle over resources or mar-
kets, but a struggle to main-
tain world power.

As U.5, dominance in the
world continues to weaken, 1ts
assertion of strength becomes
even uglier and more desper-
ate, Like a hul]g raEidlK losin
status on the block, the U.S.
must engage in ever more
fights with ever smaller rivals
to maintain even the sem-
blance of control, Ll

SOCIALIST
WORKER

May,; 1984

Socialist Worker is
published monihly

by the International
Soclalist Organlzation,
P.0. Box 16085,
Chicago, IL 60616

May, 1284 Socialist Worker Page 3



W——Bukharm. Imperialism and the World Economy -

The term imperialism is
often thrown around—
robbing it of any mean-
ing. But the concept is
very Iimportant. Mike
Haynes looks at Nikolai
Bukharin’s important
work, Imperialism and
the World Economy, and
its implications for
socialists today. Buk-
harin explains how capl-
talism grew Into a world
aconomic system. In the
process, economic com-
petition between Indi-
vidual companies de-
veloped into competition
between the major capi-
talist states.

In the century between 1815
and 1914, European caplialism
expanded as never before, By
1914, the majority of the world's
population lived under a Euro-
pean flag on which *‘the blood
never dried. "

European ships carrying tex-
tiles, machinery and guns, along
with missionaries and soldiers,
now regularly plied the newly-
created gea lanes drawing the
world’s p‘.’lpl.llﬂﬂ(‘lﬂ ever closer
together,

Then, in August 1914, the
whole system seemed to go into
teverse. There had been skir-
mishes of expansion between the
European capitalist powers in Af-
rica and Asia, but now expansion
turned in on itaelf In the form of &
general European conflict,

WAR

The result was war on a scale
which had hardly been imagined
before. More people were killed
in a few hours defending a thou-
sand yards of mud than had been
glain in yenrs of conquering tens
of thousands of square miles in
Africa,

But what was worse was that
the voices crying out against this
barbarity were too few in number.
Before 1914, socialists throughout
Europe had passed revolutions
against the threat of war. They
had pledged that they would
strike against war if it broke out.

But within days of the declara-
tlon of war, the socialist parties
lined up with their **national gov-
ernments,”’  “‘Nation’ was put
before ““cause’” and worker died
fighting worker, socialist died
fighting socialist—to defend the
interests of their rulers and
boszes.

For marxisis it became vital to

understand what  had gone
wrong. Twe of the most powerful
answers came from Lenin in his

iphiet Imperialism—the High-
cnt tage of Capitalism and Niko-
lai Bukharin fn his Imperialism
and the World Economy, The iwo
works are closely related, and
Lenin wrote a warm infroduction
to Bukharin's book. But of the two
it it Lenin's that is better known,

This is unfortunate because, in
many ways, Bukharin's book is
better and of more lasting value,
This was recognized after the
Russian revolution when the new-
ly formed Communist Academy
gave Bukharin o belated 'social-
ist doctorate’ for his work,
Throughout the 1920s, the book
was held in just as much esteem If
not more than Lenin’s.

It was only with Stalin’s victory
and his attempt to destroy the
thought and finally the lives of
any living independent marxists
that Lenin's work was raised,
mistakes and all, to the level of
undisputed holy writ,

Bukharin's nrgumcnt deserves
to be recapiured today, for what
he did was to pull ouf the basic
tendencies of modern capitalism
in a way that has been strikingly
confirmed by later events.

Capitalism, he argued, can only
be understood on a world scale. It
is the world capitalist economy
that stands over and dominates
all the *national forms.’" But this
world economy is torn by two
tendencies of expansion,

On the one hand, expansion
proceeds through internationals

ism=—through the expansion of

irade and capital overseas. At the
same time, when capitalisis come
inta conflict with one another they
call on thelr states to help them
compete. This produces a natton-

== |HE REAL

GAUSES
OF WAR

alizarion af economic life in which
the center of gravity shifis from
private capitalism to what Buk-
harin called state capitalism.

CONFIRMED

These tendancies inevitably ac-
company each other, Capitalism
has created one world, But at the
same time, it has also created and
strengthened the political divi-
sions of the world. The result is
the constant threat of war as
capitals and state capitals clash in
the process of expansion.

This era in which the state now
dominates in competition is what
Bukharin meant by {mperialism.
Imperialism is not the takeover of
the third world, nor is it colonial
conquest. It is the clashes be-
tween the advanced capitalist
gtates themselves to which all
else is subordinated.

But capitalism in it imperialist
stage can only work if the working
class accepts li, This is why the
betrayal of the soclal democratic
leaders was so horrifying, They

The carnage of World War I, More than 100 million have been killed in wars this century.

did not cause the first world war,
but it could not have taken place
without their support,

It was they who gave credibility
io the "'national war effort’’ and
ihe absurd extremes of national-
ism. Bukharin quotes one French
magazine that proved how bar-
baric the Germans were by show-
ing that German urine was one-
third more poisonous than that of
the French and their allies!

Writing in the midst of the war,
some of Bukharin's analysis exag-
gerated the degree to which state
capitalism had already faken over
from private capitalism. At the
end of the war, there was a swing
back to private capitalism. But
the long-term tendencies have
borne out his prediction that “the
future lies with forms close to
state capitalism.’’

An increase in the role of the
state has been a common tenden-
cy in world capitalism throughout
this century. But in no country
has it proved possible to break the

R S A amars LT s
Bukharin: The terrifving logic
af war flows directly from the
logic of modern capitalism,
[t i i g L i |

links with the world economy.
The pervasiveness of the current
crisis is sign enough of that. But
the myth of 'national solutions™
persisis, and not least on the lefe.

The tragedy is that not only do
ihese myths play Into the hands of
the right, but they play into the
hands of those forces moving
toward war in our time. Capital-
ism has tied together state, ccon-
omy and the military in such a
way that every economic crisls
now has a military dimension and
every military crisis an econo-
mic one.

In two world wars, some 55
million were killed. And in the
vatious ''local wars'’ of capital-
ism this century a similar number
may wall have been killed. Ani,
of course, today the threat of
nuclear extermination hangs over
us all,

WARMONGERING

There are some who argue that
this threat is so irrational that we
all have a common interest in pre-
venting it. But from the point of
view of humanity, war has not
always been irrational. That has
not stopped capitalism from kill-
ing more than 100 million this
century.

Appeals to rationality will not
stop the ayatem from totally ex-
terminating us. The reason, as
Bukharin shows, is that the terri-
fying logic of war flows directly
from the logic of madern capital-
izm itself. This is why the threat
can only be lifted when capitalism
itself is destroyed, ]
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S TAKES HIGH IN

VEGAS STRIKE

THE LAS VEGAS HOTEL AND CASINO STRIKERS HAVE FACED A
MASSIVE ONSLAUGHT BY EMPLOYERS AND POLICE. JOE ALLEN

REPORTS.

More workers are on sirike
in Las Vegas right now than
during the entire Greyhound
strike of last year, More strik-
ers have been arrested during
this strike than in any other in
recent memory. Nonetheless,
there has been a virtual news
blackout on this strike, except
for the odd, small item in
local newspapers. Still, the
strike of Las Vegas hotel and
casino workers is, so far, the
most important labor battle
of 1984,

UNIONS

On April 2, 17,500 hotel and
casino workers—members of
the culinary, bartending,
musicians and stagehand
unions=—went out on strike
against 29 of Las Vegas' larg-
est resorts. The Culinary
Workers Local 226 is the larg-
est union on strike, with over
13,000 members striking.

The strike was caused by a
drive on the part of the largest
employers' organization, the
Nevada Resort Association
(NRA), for major concessions
on wages, benefits and work-
ing conditions. The NRA is de-
manding a two-year wage
freeze, reductions in gratui-
ties, elimination of the guar-
anteed 40-hour work-week and
a blanket no-strike clause.
This is the fourth strike by
hotel and casino workers since
1967 and the longest in Las
Vegas history, Members of
the NRA include such world
famous resorts as Caesar's
Palace, MGM Grand and the
Las Vegas Hilton.

MILITANCY
Their four wecks on strike

have shown great militancy on
the picket line and a deter-

Early in the strike a picket was run over

mination fo fight the NRA.
They have also faced physical
intimidation and  brutality
from the Las Vegas metropoli-
tan police and the hotels’ pri-
vate security guards. The de-
mands and tactics of the NRA
are those we have seen in
every major labor confronta-
tion—from Greyhound to Con-
tinental Airlines—over the
last few years, including the
use of bankruptey laws to
break union contracts.

On March 29, several days
before union members struck,
union workers at the Marina
Hotel walked off their jobs in
response to a U5, distriet
court judge’s decision to can-
cel the largest union contract
at the hotel. In February the
Marina Hotal filed a petition
to have the company reor-

anized under bankruptcy
aw.

Thiz decision means that
union workers will suffer &
10% wage cut, elimination of
the 40-hour work-week, three
ﬁnid holidays, and the Marina

otel will stop contributing
funds to the unions” pension
funds for two years. The
Marina Hotel used the same
tactics that Continental Air-
lines used to cancel its con-
tracts and cut workers’ wages
in half. The supreme court
ruled in February that this is
all legal.

One striking Marina Hotel
worker said, ‘*We're just little
workers making nothing.
We're the ones ‘%ning bank-
rupt, not them. Who's going
to pay our bills?"’

esistance among the rank
and file to the NRA's demands
is deep and militant. A few
days before the strike began,
4,000 to 6,000 union members
marched to protest the NRA's
demands. Jeff McColl, presi-
dent of Culinary Workers Lo-

cal 226, and other local presi-
dents were under Intense
pressure not to concede any-
thing to the NRA.

PICKETS

During the first week of the
strike, the picket lines were
large. Over 100 strikers were
arrested as metropolitan po-
lice and hotel security guards
attacked picket lines and ae-
rested sirikers. Two pickets
were hit by cars. One was run
over in o scene which ap-
peared across the country ?n
newspapers and on television,

On April 3 alone, at the Las
Vegas Hilton, over 60 union
members were arrested as
they marched towards the
hotel to leaflet cusiomers.
They were attacked by Hilton
security guards as they en-
tered the hotel's property.
Among those arrested were
eight union leaders who were
charged with inciting to riot.

In response to the mass
picketing and clashes with
police, Hilton's lawyers filed a
petition for a temporary re-
straining order to limit picket-
ing at their two Las Vegas
hotels.

A 1.5, district court judge
isgued the order but extended

it to all 29 NRA hotels, reduc-
ing the number of pickets to

handfuls. Even a judge said
that the Hilton security guards
“‘acted like the labor goons of
the 1920."

On the nights of April 13
and 14 the unions attempted
to hold rallies on Flamlnﬁn
Road at the Strip—one of the
main gambling areas in Las
Vegas. Forty strikers were
arrested the first night, and
another 72 were arrested on
the second night as strikers
sat down and locked arms in
front of the MGM Grand Ho-
tel. During the day of April 14,

members

over 5000 union
marched against police brutal-

ity and the NRA demands
chanting “We are winning"'
as they marched down Flamin-
go Road. Union members in
hotels not represented by the
NRA cheered them on.

Tired of the nights of con-
frontations with strikers, Las
Vegas' metropolitan police
adopted new tactics to combat
the unions. On Sunday, April
15, they began to clear the
streets of all people on Fla-
mingo Koad. Seven strikers
were arrested that night, and
the number of strikers arrest-
ed since the beginning of the
strike climbed to over 500

ARREST

On April 26, 80 union mem-
bers were arrested as they
held a sit-in in the offices of
the Las Vegas Convention
Authority which had aired
advertisements across the
country ealling on tourists to
come to Las Vegas in spite of
the strike. This pushed the
number of those arrested fo
over 500,

Though the militancy of the
rank and file is great, the NRA
has remained intransigent.
The NRA seema to be ready to
weather the sirike. This re-
veals the employers’ deter-
mination to drive down wages
and benefits. It has been re-

ported that NRA members
have signed suicide pacts
providing that if any member
breaks ranks and signs a
union contract independent of
the others, they will be fined
$750,000 by the NRA.

The NRA's  successful
weathering of the sirike s
also related to the role and
strategy of the trade union
leadership. The NRA may be
the major employers organi-
zation, but there are many
hotels and casinos not a part
of the NRA.

During the last week before
the strike, the independents
capitulated and signed agree-
ments with all the unions for
wage and benefit increases.
The unions, led by the Culin-
ary ﬂw:;::m Local 226, m
sued & agresments .
the hoiels and :

Al ‘the "?.‘:ii:f’"f.‘ﬁ:n‘f‘i’

one.
capitulated, but the NRA held
fast. And MeColl, whose

union has a total membership
of 26,000, found half his union
on strike and the other half
working. A similar situation

exists with the bartenders,
stagehands and musicians
unions,

RALLY

McColl said in a rally just
before the strike, *'It is to our
advantage to see (indepen-
dent) hotels sign contracts and
show the people of this area
what the (Nevada Resort)
Association is saying is B.5."”
MeColl went on to say that he
wants the good operators to
enjoy the business from the
ones with picket lines.

Some union members at-
tacked the independent set-
tlements saying that any fu-
ture strike would be weakened
by the union being divided.

“We have to go out all to-
gether if we're going to beat
this town,’’ one worker said.
AFL-CIO President Lane Kirk-
land’s role during the strike
has been to call for federal
marshals to be sent to Las
Vegas to *protect strikers.””

ﬂath union and hotel nego-
tiators are warning that some
of the hotels may hold out for a
year of more. And with indivi-
dual hotels settling in piece-
meal fashion, the prospects
for the striking workers are
not very bright.

The sirength of the militant
Las Vegas strikers lies in soli-
darity, They have showed
courage and determination
that is inspiring to us all. They
will need organization, unity
and support to win, L]
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Talking about socialism

PATRIOTISM: NOT IN

WORKERS’ INTEREST

by BILL ROBERTS

President Reagan has desig-
nated May 1 *‘Loyaity Day."’
Loyalty Day, of course, is used
to disguise the fact that the
original celebration of this day
was in honor of a competing
idea—international working
class solidarity.

But Reagan is also promot-
ing patriotism and national-
ism. We are taught at an early
age that our country is most
deserving of its position in the
world, that all its wars are
just, all its enemies aggress-
ors, and only scoundrels
would refuse to fight for it.

Patriotism and nationalism
are the glue binding all sec-
tions of a society to its ruling
class. And it is hardly surpris-
ing that most people believe
that allegiance to one country
is natural and eternal,

The idea of nationhood is a
product of capitalist develop-
ment and the idea of the “*na-
tion'" was one of the rallying
cries of the great revolution
which established full capital-
ist rule in France at the end of
the 18th century.

At this stage of its develop-
ment, capitalism was progres-
sive. Those who fought the old
order, like Robespierre in
France, called themselves
“patriots.””

But once in power, the na-
tional groups did not stop with
unifying their own defined ter-
ritory. They began to spread
their power beyond borders to
build new empires which they
could exploit, The ideas of
nationalism were used to per-
suade workers that expansion
was in their interest, too. Thus
by the end of the 19th century,
nationalism in the service of
imperialism was in full stride,
as the 1871 song from which
the word “‘jingoism'' is de-
rived illustrates:

"' We don't wani to fight;

But by Jingo if we do,

We've got the men,

We've got the ships,

We've goi the money, tool”

PATRIOTISM

Patriotism is an idea in ser-
vice to-the caPItaIiat ruling
class. The “*we’ of the song
covers up the class division of
who has the “‘money,” and
who does the fighting.

Marxism runs directly coun-
ter to nationalist ideology. The
class struggle, for marxists, is
the driving foree of history.
The main conflict is between
the international working class
and the international capital-
ist class,

National struggles and divi-
sions are simply manjjesta-
tions of the same siruggle.
"“The working men have no
country,’’ states the Commun-
ist Manifesto,

Nationalism is l|unit the op-
posite, It maintains that the
world is divided by territories,
languages, common heritages
and so on. The class struggle
represents a threat to all forms
of nationalism. Thix is true for
left-wing as well as right-wing
formw of nationalism, because
class struggle threatens na-
tional unity in the interest of
one section of the nation. The

An anti-franian demonsirator, 1979,

strategy for overthrowing cap-
italism is an international one.

For Marx and Engels, the
historical role of capitalism is
the ereation of a world econo-
my with each national econo-
my only integral parts. This
internationalization of the pro-
ductive forces is the basis for
the establishment of social-
ism. therefore, to be success-
ful, the socialist revolution
must be international. That is
why after the successful work-
ing class revolution of 1917,
the Bolsheviks initiated the
founding of the Communist
International, The aim of the
Communist International was
to “‘organize joint action by
the proletariat of the different
countries to pursue oné goal:
the overthrow of capitalism
. . . the dictatorship of the
proletariat and . . . which will
completely abolish all classes
and realize soclallsm. . .""

DIVIDED

How do international social-
ists then relate to a world div-
ided into natlons—especially
when some of those nations
are fighting the domination of
imperialist nations?

The ‘‘national question’'
has a long history in the social-
ist movement. The first world
war sharpened the debate as
the various nations of Europe
went to war and the Second In-
ternational disintegrated un-
der the extreme pressure of
nationalistic fervor. Many
socialists succumbed to na-
tionalilsm and followed their
government to war. On the
other side, Rosa Luxemburg
argued against imperialist war
and national loyalty. She also
argued against the slogan for
Polish independence in the
context of the war, in spite of
Poland’s oppression by the
imperialist countries.

E«:nin adopted a third posi-
tion. He supported the de-
mand for national self-deter-
mination if it was the path of
the struggle against imperial-
ism, He argued that in order
to break the hold of patriotic
ideas from the working classes
of oppressed nations, it was
necessary for the working

class of the oppressor coun-
tries to support the demand
for self-determination.

He wrote, “'In the interna-
tional edueation of the workers
of the oppressor country, em-
phasis must necessarily be
lnid on their advocating free-
dom for the oppressed coun-
iries to secede and their fight-
ing for it.

Lenin saw nationalism az a
political problem that required
the struggle against social
patriotism In the advance
countrics and national op-
pression in the backward.

As socialists in an imperial-
ist country, we must constant-
ly be aware that the main
enemy is the nationalism of
our own ruling class. As such
we must support the defeat of
U.5. imperialism. At the same
time, we must avoid falling
into the delusion that national
movements necessarily move
in a revolutionary direction
which places them in conflict
with capitalism., More often
than not, national struggles in
the third world have substi-
tuted the mnational struggle
over the class struggle.

RHETORIC

Often this latter case is
clonked in the rhetoric of revo-
lutionary marxism, disguis-
ing the real program and
dynamic of the movement,
The FLN in Algeria, the NLF
in Vietnam, the Khmer Rouge
in Cambodia and the MPLA in
Angola have all been hailed as
the vanguard of socialist revo-
lution. All of them, despite the
fact that their social composi-
tion programs, their actions
and even their dcscﬁﬁliﬂhﬁ of
themselves denied that they
were revolutionary workers
parties.

Revolutionaries cannot ig-
nore the national question, but
they must also go beyond it.
Only a steadfast reliance on
the international working class
as the only force capable of
smashing capitalism can pro-
tect against substituting this
or that national movement for
genuine working class revo-
lution. J
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South African
activist fights INS

deportation order

BALTIMORE, MD-—Manke-
kolo Mahlangu-Ngcobo i a
South Afrlcan woman, a
mother of a {wo-year-old
daughter, an honor student
and, since 1981, a resident of
the U.S5. As an active op-
ponent of apartheid in South
Africa, she was persacuted,
imprisonad and threatenad
untll she was forced to leave
her homeland and settle In
Baltimore.

But now the Immigration
and MNaturalization Service
(INS) has denied her request
for poelitical asylum and
planned to deport her by April
28=—|ust waeks before she is to
graduate with honors from
Morgan Stata  University.
Hers 18 a chilling story, a life
and death battle with the
forces of racism and oppres-
slon, both In South Africa and
in tha United States.

Mankekolo began her fight
against apartheid In tha mid-
19708 as a student |eadser. She
joined Steve Blko's Black Gon-
aciousness Organization and
was a member of such groups
as the South African Students
Organization, the Black Pao-
ple's Conventlon, and after
the Soweto reballlon, the So-
wato Committee of Ten.

Her association with the lat-
ter organization resulted in a
21-day period of solitary con-
finemant in 1978, and after
that, continual harassment. In
1880 when South African sec-
urity police came to her home
and asked, ''Why haven't you
gommitted suicida yet?'' sha
raalized that her life was in
danger and she had to flge
the country.

EXILE

Mankekolo then went to live
in Botswana with tha family of
Joa Qhabl, another South Afri=
can activist in axlle who had
workad with the African Na-
tional Congreass, an Inter-
national organization based in
South Africa devoted to end-
ing apartheid. It took tha
South African security forces
just three weaks to track her
down In Botswana, making it
clear that this was no safe
haven for her. Mankekolo left
immediately for the U5,
Qhabi and his family fied to
Zimbabwe whera thay ware
assaasinated by South African
agents.

Upon her arrival in Balti-
mora, Kankekolo became an
activa organizer and spokes-
person for the anti-aparthald
cause and joined the ANC. It
seems that her activism did

by BOB BERNOTAS

not go unnoticed, In the past
faw montha the INS has de-
nied her asylum and is trying
to throw her and her baby
back inte the murderous
hands of the South African
police=tha killers of Steve
Biko, Joe Qhabi and the thou-
sands of other Black South
African actlvists, protesters,
trade unlonists and others who
just want to be free from the
rule of raciam.

The INS ‘'understands’'
that obviously she cannot re-
turn to South Africa, but it
conslders her a parmanent
‘‘resident’’ of Bolswana—
aven though the Botawanian
government doesn't racognize
her—and tha INS assures that
she will be safe there.

ASS5URANCES

Howevar, our govarnmant's
assurances that Mankekolo
‘‘does not have a wall-founded
fear of prosecution’’ falls flat
in light of her prior experi-
ances in Botawana—it 18 not
prosecution that she has to
fear, but persecution and ax-
ecution by the same South
African agents who have
hounded her In the past. As
long as apartheid relgns in
South Africa, she can never be
gafe llving just across the
border.

On Aprll 27, the day before
she was to leave tha U.5.,

Mankakolo and her supporters
petitioned the Baltimora dis-

irict director of the NS to re-
varse the INS decision—an act
completely within his power.

Instead, ha grantad a mara
B0-day extension of har de-
portation, no doubt In the
hopa that over the naxt two
months—while Mankakolo
continues to appeal her case—
the public and press will for-
get about her and the issue
will die down. Then, while no
one is looking, the INS could
go ahead with ita original plan
to expel Mankekolo and her
child—thrusting them back
into the grave dangar from
which she flad.

Mankekolo needs our halp
—as long as support for her
is kept up, the INS will not be
able to quietly decide her case
behind closad doors. Pleasa
send letters of support and
financial contributions to: Tha
Mankekolo Mahlangu-Ngeobo
Defanse Committee, &/o
Bethal AME Church, 1300
Druld HIll Avenue, Baltimora,
MD 21217, It really is a mat-
ter of iife and deathl [

ttt*tt**#*i@@#*tti
»

Keeping the Flame . . .

is included.

T I NN NN N N NN NN NN X

e I e
d - -|-|_\_: === :
==
o 1
l o ——
ﬁi—j’ ¥

The Olympic Games, always an orgy of nationalism
and patriotiotic bluster, are now a trend-setting fashion
spectacle. For those with $55,000 to spare, a custom
Longines 14-carat gold watch can be theirs. The case,
inlaid with 104 full-cut diamonds spelling out *'U.5.A."
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PROTESTS SHAKE FRANGE

MITTERRAND ANNOUNCES DRASTIC CUTBACKS. LINDSEY GREIG REPORTS.

*“Yesterday, Lotraine was
an island. For seven hours,
not a boat, not a plane, not
a car, not a train was able to
cross its hermetically sealed
frontiers,”’ reported the
newspaper Le Republicain
Lorraine last month.

Workshops, factories, pub-
lic services and shops had shut
their doors,”” it continued.
“Yesterday, Lorraine was a
deserted island."’

It was not the police or the
army who had so dramatically
and effectively sealed off this
center of the French steel in-
dustry, It was the workers
themselves.

It was a dramatic illustra-
tion of the frustration and bit-
terness felt by so many French
workers towards what they
had considered just three
years ago to be their gov-
ernment.

Then president Mitterrand,
newly elected as the first So-
cialist Party president in
France for more than 20 years,
had made an historic and mov-
ing tour of the depressed and
recession-hit region of Lor-
raine.

On the steps of the town hall
at Lnngwy. a town built on
steel mills and iron ore mines,
he had giw,-.n a solemn pledge
to the thousands of workers
who had voted for him and
turned out to welcome him.

**To those who have been in
the front ranks, the vietims of
an unjust society,”” he de-
clared in October 1981, *'I
have come here to tell you that
you must be in the front ranks
Df thﬂ rcmm:strur:tiun l'.lf our
economy.’”

HOPE

And in n message that
brought special hope for the
thousands who worked for the
recently nationalized steel
mills of Usinor he added,
“‘Usinor will be the spearhead
of our industrial renovation
and of the reconquest of our
home markets, and as a result,
the spearhead in the battle
for jobs."’

Last month the president’s
W'ﬂ['ds Oneée mare I'H.I'IH ACTross
the square in front of Long-
wy's town hall, But this time
they were repeated with anger
and contempt,

This time it was not the
president who spoke, but
union leader after union lead-
er who recalled his promises
to remind the thousands
gathered in the square how
they had been betrayed.

Instead of growth, they are
to have ‘‘modernization’’—a
modernization that will be all
too familiar to workers in this
country. It means closures,
layoffs and firings—at least
2&000 unemployed is the
figure proposed.

The workers’ hopes that
with the *‘left’’ in ]Enwf:r they
would no longer be victims
erumbled as the government
returned to the policies that
—. the workers know so well.

\ In 1977, the modernization

of the steel led to the layoffs of
15,350 workers. In 1979 an-
other 21,000 were out looking
for jobs. In 1982, 6,300 more

Warkers protest in Lorraine

joined their colleagues. And
now 20,000 more will lose
their jobs.

As one worker put it, “'It's
always the same story. The
Socialist Party has taken us for
fools just like the others. "

SHOCKED

The workers in Lorraine,
like many others in France,
have been shocked by the ac-
tions of their government.

They believed that when the
Secialist and Communist Party
ministers took office in 1981,
they would see an end to ris-
in% unemployment and falling
living standards.

In 1979, when right-winger
Gigcard d'Estaing was presi-
dent, the steelworkers took to

ZIMBABWE:

the streets in frequent and of-
ten violenc demonatrations to
defend their jobs. They had
hoped that with the new gov-
ernment, such battles would
no longer be NCCCERAry.

Today they are angry, bitter
and disillusioned. But they are
unsure in which direction to
turn. As one worker put it:
““When the right were in
power, we could look to the
victory of the left, but now
what can we hope for?*'

Among Socialist and Com-
munist Party supporters there
is much confusion. The gener-
al secretary of the French
Communist Party denounced
the government’s industrial

licy, but at the same time
insisted that the Communist

ministers would remain in the
government,

In Lorralne, four members
of parliament resigned from
the Socialist Party parliamen-
tary group in protest of the
government's measures. Yet
neither the Communist Party
nor the left-wing of the Social-
ist Party are prepared to or-
ganize in direct opposition to
the government's policies.

Neither group is prepared to
argue among the workers for
all-out industrial action to
force the government io
change its current course.

TERRIFIED

Indeed, they are terrified
that if a mass movement of
workers fighting to defend

their jobs were to emerge, it
would slip out of their control.
And 5o they try to control and
limit the movement. They try
to channel the rising anger
into one-day stoppages and
demonstrations.

Such tacties have proved
more than some Communist
and Socialist Party members
can stomach. The Communist
Mayor of Ottange in Lor-
raine resigned from the CP
declaring: “‘I could no longer
agree to demonstrate in sup-
port of the steelworkers and
at the same time support a
government of the left, with
Communist ministers which
caries out policies contrary to
the interests of the work-
ing clags. "'

Army murders Nkomo's supporters

Mugabe moves to one-party state

Alex Callinicos reports on the crisis in Zimbabwe.

Four years ago Zimbabwe
celebrated its independence
with an enormous interna-
tional fanfare.

The 1980 ceremony was at-
tended by such notables as
Prince Charles and Indira
Gandhi, nll eager to show their
support for the ““moderation”
of prime minister Robert Mu-
gabe's newly-elected regime.

Today Zimbabwe is in the
news once again. Only now
the story is a different one—of
atrocities committed by the
Zimbabwean National Army in
the two western provinces of
Matabeleland.

BASE

Matabeleland is the main
political base of the Zimbabwe
African  People’s  Union
(ZAPU), junior coalition part-
ner with Mugabe's ruling
Zimbabwe African National
Union (ZANU). Ever since
ZAPU's leader, Joshua Nko-
mo, was dismissed from the
cabinet, anti-government
guerrillas have been operating
in Matabeleland—the  so-
called “‘dissidents."”’

Large portions of southern
Matabeleland were placed
under curfew at the beginning

of February, and the fifth and

sixth brigades of the national
army were sent in to deal with
the dissidents.

The fifth brigade, trained by
North Korean military advis-
ers, earned international
notoriety during its last tour of
duty in Matabeleland a year
ago, when churchmen accused
it of killing 2,000 peasants.
The brigade was subsequently
withdrawn and retrained by
the British army.

There is no sign of the fifth
brigade having changed its
spots. The first foriegn jour-
nalists to enter the no-go areas
of Matabeleland since the cur-
few was imposed tell a grim
tale of torture and murder.

A camp at Balagwhe is be-
ing used by the army and the
sectet police (the much-feared
Central Intelligence Organiza-
tion) to interrogate and often
kill suspects. Nightly, army

trucks take the corpses of

those murderd to Antelope
mine where they are dumped
down a disused shaft.
Ironically, the government’s
tactics are very similar to
those used by lan Smith’s
white minority regime in its
war against Mugabe's guer-
rillas, who now constitute a
majority of the national army.

One of these tactics is star-
vation. Food is short anyway
because of the terrible three-
year drought, and Matabele-
land has been denied emer-
gency relief supplies.

A fifth brigade officer told a
meeting of peasants: 'First
you will eat your chickens,
then your goats, then your
donkeys. Then you will eat
your children, and finally you
will eat the dissidents.”

Mugabe has ruled out any
deal with Nkomo. He was re-
cently reported as saying,
“The solution in Matabele-
land is a military one. Their
grievances are unfounded.”

Elections are due next year
and ZANU, committed to a
one-party state, is using the
army in an attempt to destroy
ZAPU's political base. ““You
have no food because you back
Nkomo,"' peasants in Mata-
beleland are told.

The drive to crush ZAPU is
all the more urgent because of
Zimbabwe's severe economic
difficulties. Drought and
world recession have caused
two years of economic contrac-
tion, slashed living standards
and worsened unemployment.

Crop failures mean that
600,000 tons of maize will

have to be imported this year.
The foreign exchange to pay
for these and other vital im-
ports is desperately scarce,
Zimbabwe is now heavily in
debt, with more than a quarier
of export earnings going to
pay interest on foreign loans.

CREDITORS

To keep Zimbabwe’s west-
ern creditors happy, finance
minister Bernard Chidzero has
adopted  austerity  policies
aimed directly at the living
standards of workers and
peasants whose votes brought
ZANU to power four years
ago.

Food  subsidies — were
slashed in last year's budget.
The program for resettling
peasants on formerly white-
owned land has ground to a
halt because of lack of money.
The ministry of labor has
drawn up a bill which effec-
tively abolishes the right
to strike.

Nkomo doesn’t represent
any real alternative to these
policies. But Mugabe fears
that any legal opposition
might become a focus for re-
sistance. No wonder he is so
eager to crush ZAPU and im-
pose a one-party state. G
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May Day—the day to celebrate and build working class

struggle wherever it arises—began in the United States
in 1866 with mass demonstrations for the eight-hour
day. Banners waved in industrial cities throughout the
country proclaiming, ‘'Eight hours for work, EIght
hours for sleep, eight hours for what we will.”

The 1880s witnessed both
unprecedented industrial
growth and a severe depres-
sion in trade. In 1884 the Fed-
eration of Organized Trades
and Labor Unions formally re-
solved that, ‘‘Eight hours
shall constitute a legal day’s
work on and after May 1,
1886,"" For several years the
Federation had tried to unify
the fledgling labor movement
on a national level. That effort
failed because of the Federa-
tion lenders’ reluctance to ad-
dress the growing anger of
workers who were eager 1o an-
gage in direct action against
their bosses,

Ironically, the 1884 conven-
tion resolution of the declin-
ing Federation bore fruit in
the building of a national
workers movement for the
eight-hour day—in defiance of
the 12-hour, 14-hour and even
16-hour days which wa.ulcd
throughout industry. May Day
1886 became the rallying point
for a struggle which had won
the eight-hour day for at least
300,000 workers by the end of
that year,

As a contemporary report
stated, “‘The year 1886 wit-
nessed, by far, more profound
and unexpected agitation
among the members of organ-
ized labor than any previous
year in the history of our coun-
try. The year 1886 will be for-
ever remembered as one of
the greatest importance in the
battle between capital and
labor.” _

Frederick Engels wrote of
the ten months of agitation
which preceded and followed
May Day 1886, "'A revolution
has been accomplished in
American society such that, in
any other country, would have
taken at least ten years. "’

Between 1860 and 1894, the
U.5. jumped from fourth to
first place in manufacturing
output. In spite of the 1880s
depression, enormous indus-
trial growth occurred, accom-
panied by the appedrance of
great corporations and trusts
and the amassing of vast new
fortunes.

CONTRASTS

America increasingly be-
came a land of stark contrasts
between the opulent lifestyles
of the “‘robber barons'’ and
the grinding poverty of work-
ers throughout the country,
The new monied aristocracy—
Goulds, Vanderbilis, Rocke-
fellers—and their junior part-
ners in the plutocracy were so
blatant in their display of
wealth, and so ruthless in
their treatment of workers,
that even a prominent Wall
Street banker wrote, “'If any
facts could be supposed to

Deborah
Roberts
traces the
origins of
May Day
in the
tumultuous
struggles of
the 1880s
<. RN B 2 s

justify the doctrines of social-
ism and communsm, it would
be the creation of such for-
tunes as these."’

On the one hand great for-
tunes grew rapidly. On the
other the people whose labor
produced the wealth were in-
Lréﬁﬂiﬂﬁlv impoverished,
An survey by Brad-
street’s magazine found that
wages had dropped 15% in
the past three years. The
average male manufacturing
employee’s annual income
was about $400, while the
average cost to maintain a
family at subsistence level was
5754, This discrepancy helps
to explain the increasing em-
ployment of women and chil-
dren in factories, To amass
their fortunes, the new mil-
lionaires used the threat of
starvation to drive entire fami-
lies into wage labor,

In n report of their 1886 tour
of the U.5., Eleanor Marx and
Edward  Aveling  noted,
**Everywhere we found wom-
en forced to work for wages
because the husband's wages
were insufficient 1o support
subsistence, besides having to
tend children and having to go
the usual dreary round of end-
less household drudgery. We
have lived in England’s fac-
tory towns and know some-
thing of English -factory
hands, but we may fairly say

August Spies

Haymarket Square, the morning

that we have never seen in the
English Manchester, that we
have never seén women S
worn out and degraded, such
famine in their cheeks, such
need and opprq'm.mn 'darlng in
their eyes.

Against this  background,
workers were ready to fight
back, The idea to call a gener-
al strike on May Day arose
from the failure of legislative
and “‘educational’’ efforts on
the part of the two major labor
organizations, the Federation
and the Knights of Labor.

PRESSURED

Pressured by the ranks, the
Federation's 1885 resolution
moved closer to the idea of
direet action: *‘lIt would be in
vain to expect the introduction
of the eight-hour day rule
through legislative measures

. The workmen, in their en-
deavor to improve the prevail-
ing economic conditions, must
rely on themselves and their
own power exclusively. A unit-
ed demand to reduce the
hours of labor, supported by a
firmly established and deter-
mined organization, would be
more effective than a thou-
sand laws."’'

While the May Day strike
movement received little sup-
port from existing organiza-
tions, the idea of a general
strike for the eight-hour day
had ecaught the imagination of
tens of thousands of workers.

Terence Powderly, head of
the Knights of Labor, opposed
the general strike and pro-
posed that, instead, each of its
locals ‘‘have its members
write short essays on the
cight-hour question.” In spite
of his ogpommn and that of
other officlals, the movement
spread through local agitation
and organization to most in-
dustrial cities in the country,
In a single month—February,
1886—the Knights of Labor
grew by 515 locals, virtually
all of them in support of the
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ter the massacre

RS DAY

May Day call,

On Saturday, May 1, a holi-
day atmosphere prevailed in
most cities. The factories were
still, construction  halted,
warchouses and workshops

' emptied. Saturday was usual-

ly a working day in 1886, but
this was May Day, and work-
ers were striking for  the
eight-hour day.

Around the parade route in
Chicago, companies of armed
olice, special agents and
Binkertnns were amassed. The
national guard was out with
rifles ready to enforce “law
and order.” Bui neither in
Chicago nor in other cities
were the forces of repression
able to stop the workers'
struggle,

In Chicago and Mew York,
where the movement was
strongest, a total of 125,000
men, women and children
were on strike. Large work
stoppages occurred in Cingin-
nati, Baltimore, Milwaukee,
Boston, Pittsburgh and many
other cities, Fully 350,000
workers participated in May

Da activities—almost
20{{000 of them by striking.
BATTALION

In Cincinnati a workers® bat-
tulion of 400 headed the
march. Similar brigades of
armed workers werc out in
other cities as well to defend
demonstrators from the armed
violence of the state and the
employers,

rmed clashes oceurred in
Milwaukee and Grand Rapids
when police attacked the
marchers, But most of the ral-
lies saw no bloodshed.

The first May Day ended
peacefully in Chicago, as in
most cities, and the strike con-
tinued into the next week.

During the last week in
April, ﬂw capitalist news-
papers had declared that May
Day was illegal and the date
for a communist working class
insurrection. The C-'Ijh’t‘ﬂga

Tribune had declared, “*Every
lamp post in Chicago will be
decorated with a communist
carcass to prevent wholesale
incendiarism.

Apparently  disappointed
thai the expected armageddon
did not materialize, Chicago
police gained some relief on
May 3 by clubbing locked-out
McCormick-Harvester  work-
ers as 350 scabs were rushed
into the plant.

Later that day, a large
crowd of McCormick workers
were waiting for the scabs to
come out when police charged
them from the rear with re-
volvers drawn, They opened
fire on the backs of the work-
ers, and by the time the shoot-
ing wns over, three were dead.

orkers and  anarchist
groups called a night protest
rally in Haymarket Square.
When the crowd of 1,200 had
dwindled to about 300 late in
the evening, a contingent of
100 armed police arrived and
ordered the crowd to disperse,

As they began to aittack the
demonstrators with clubs, a
bomb suddenly exploded.
Opening fire on the crowd, the
police killed five and wounded
more than 200,

SENTENCED

Eight anarchista were ar-
rested for throwing the bomb
and were convicted and sen-
tenced to death despite world-
wide outery, The men were
hanged—not for murder, but
for their ideas and for their
influence among the workers.

To this day, the Haymarket
martyrs are remembered as
symbols of working class re-
sistance. In 1889 May Day was
made an international working
class holiday by the Second
International, the organization
of the international socialist
movemeit at the time,

This year, May Day will not
be celebrated by many in the
U.S. If it is noticed at all in the
capitalist press, it will be as

the day when Russia’s tanks
and missiles are paraded in
state capitalist Moscow, But
socialists in America will re-
member the words of August
Spies, one of the martyrs,
speaking to the jury, “'If you
think by hanging us you can
stamp out the labor movement
. . . the movement from which
the downtrodden millions, the
millions who toil in want and
misery, expeet salvation—if
this is your opinion, then hang
us, Here you will tread on the
spark, but there and there be-
hind you and in front of you,
flames blaze up. It is a subter-
ranean fire, you cannot put
it out.”

FIRE

That fire still flashes and
smoulders around the world,
burning against all the sys-
tems which own the tanks and
missiles, which exploit and
oppress the vast majority of
tﬁc world's people, which
ruthlessly pound everyone
standing in opposition to it, in
every country of the world,

In America today, this fire
shows only sporadically—
usually in isolation. In times
like these we need to remem-
ber the world of Eleanor Marx
at the 1891 May Day celebra-
tion in London:

**Socialists believe that the
eight-hour day is the first and
most immediate step to be tak-
en, and we aim at a time when
there will no longer be one
class supporting two others,
but the unemployed, both at
the top and at the bottom of
society, will be at work,

“This i not the end, but
only the beginning of the
struggle. It is not enough to
come here and demonstrate in
favor of an eight-hour day, We
must not be like some Chris-
tians, who sin for six days and
go to church on the seventh,
but we must speak for the
cnuse daily and make the men,
and especially the women,
that we meet come into the
ranks to help us.™

We need her reminder and
that of Spies. Most of all we
need to seek out and build the
living examples of struggle
that arise every day, however
small or large they may be.
Our fight is not over until we
have won a new day—a new
world fit for human beings to
live in. Cl

‘““The labor
movement is a
subterranean
fire, you cannot
put it out.”
August Spies,
Haymarket
martyr

Amidst much fanfare,
Ronald Reagan went to China
last month. A decade ago,
China was a beacon ol hope
for many socialista. Today,
those hopes are dashed,
John Molyneux explaina,

China, with Its billlon strong
population and its vast land
area, was, In 1949, the scene
of tha twantieth century's
second great revolution. Yet
today China Is hardly maen-
tloned on the left,

It waan't always so. In the
sixties China was a major
influence on what was thaen
known as the New Laft, In
fact Maolam was the dominant
tandency among revolutionar-
|as In the United States.

Ganerally speaking, China
was seen as offering an
attractive alternative modal
of soclalist construction far
mora dynamic and revolu-
tlonary than Ruasia.

The dacade of the savanties
was ruthless with thesa
hopes and illusions. It saw
China enter into open alli-
ance with U.8. imperialism,
make war on Vietnam, support
the murderous Pol Pot regime
in Kampuchea, back the
South  African  supported
‘Unita’ In Angola, and gen-
arallz pursua a forelgn pollcy
worthy of Franco's Spain.

Iintarnally It saw the public
renunciation of tha cultural
ravolution and much of the
lagacy of Mao, the opening of
China to foreign capital, and
aven flirtation with such av-
idantly bourgeols values as
fashlon and consumeriam.

Small wonder then that
Chinese sympathizers were
disillusioned, China becama
a bad dream best forgotten.
But the current silence about
China on the left represents
mare than |ust disappoint-
mant.

FAILURE

It also marks a faliure of
understanding and analysls,
For events in China could be
understood (and indeed pra-
dicted) only with the aid of
the marxist theory of state
capitaliam, first developed In
ralation to Russia.

Tha Chinese ravolution of
1949, for all its scale and
grandeur, was naver a work-
ars’ revolution. The working

class played no active role
In It whatsoever.
Rather, it was a miiitary

vigtory in which a peasant-

Red Guard, 1966

‘SOCIALIST’ CHINA:

THE ILLUSIONS
ARE SHATTERED

based army led by a middle-
clags political alite conguerad
tha cities from the outsida.
The result was not workers'
contral or workers' powaer,
still less soclalism, but the
establishment of the political
rule of a new ruling class.
The alm of this new ruling
ciass, desplite Its radical
rhatoric, was not world rev-
olution but the indapandant

China s Deng

national
China.

In the circumsatances this
development could only be
capitalist in essenca. It
involved the accumulation of
capital by extracting the
maximum possible surplus
from tha Chinesa workera and
peasants Iin a desperate
attempt to modernize China
so that It could compete with
the rest of world capitalism.

Tha NUMarous powar
struggles  within  Chinese
Communism were about how
to achlave this aim, not about
the alm Itself, which was
shared by all factions.

DYNAMIC

‘Once this basic dynamic of
the regimae ia underatood,
recent aeventa in China are
cause for neither surprise
nor despondancy. China broke
from Russia in the late 1950s
because it did not wish to
become a Russian client state
lika Poland ar Hungary.

For a while it attempted
to go It alone in opposition
to both the superpowars,
Eventually the sombination of
the Russian threat and the
fallure of the attempta at
salf-sufficient economic de-
valopment forced It Into
the arms of Wastarn caplital-
lam.

The importance of all this
for ua marxists—the reason
we should remember the
lassons of China—is that it
was the decisive test for the
kind of third werld nationalist
“socialism’’ many on the left
still worship fram afar.

In terms of traditions and
language, Mao stood far
cloger to marxism than Gastro
or the Sandinistas, In terma
of size and resources, it was
far batter placed than Micar-
agua or Tanzanla to achleve
independent economic devel-
opment.

if, in the end, it has neither
achievaed soclalism ner aven
sustained Its economic in-
dependence from internation-
al capital then, unfortunately,
thay will not be able to aither.

in other words the fate
of the Chinese revolution
providea cruclal confirmation
of two baslc marxist prop-
ositiona: 1)There |s no sub-
stitute for the working class
as the agent of soclalism.
2) Capitalism has creatad an
integrated world economy
from which there s no ul-
timate escapa excapt through
world ravolution, l

woping
development  of
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CENTRAL AMERICA UPDATE

COUP IN HONDURAS

The top officer of the Honduran
military, Army General Gustavo
Alvaro Martinez, suddenly fell
from power in an unexpected
coup on March 31, 1984, On the
surface the coup amounted to a
mere change of personnel, But
in reality, the coup exposed the
potential for a major disruption
of the Rengan ndministration’s
military  strategy  in  Central
America,

The ouster of Alvarez pulled
Honduras back from the brink
of all-out war ﬂgﬂiﬂ&l Niunmgua.
An invasion by Honduras would
have sent the U.5.-led militar-
ization of Central America
apinning out of control,

It would also have cost Reagan
denrly in the November elections
by fouling up yet another major
front of his adventurist foreign
policy.

It seems General Alvarez was
plotting his own coup against his
moderate rival, Air Force chief,
General Walter Lopez Reyes.

This move would have con-
solidated his control over the
entire armed forces==and allowed
him to carry out his plans to
invade Nicaragua.

Reagan would love to see
the Sandinistas toppled. But only
under direct U.5. supervision,
and not in the middle of an
election year. Washington would
have been forced either to
follow Alvarez into Hiﬂ&tlguﬂ
with massive military aid and
advisors and possibly U.S.
combat forces, or eise lose

BY BILL STANT

billions in carefully constructed
military infrastructure and
strategy.

For the White House, this level
of commitment is part of a much
longer-term strategy. The im-
mediacy of Alvarez's ambitions
wis therefore a threat to be
crushed,

For the sake of formal appear-
ances, Army colonels in froop-
command positions, supported by
Lopez Reyes, charged Alvarez
with corruption. But the real
moving force  behind  the
General's departure, according to
the Latin  America Weekly
Report, was the U5, Embassy,

Only three days prior to
Alvarez’s ouster, U.5. Special
Envoy Harry Schlaudeman made
the rounds In Tegucigalpa,
Honduras® capital. He met with
Alvarez,  Forelgn  Minister
Eduardo Paz Barnica, and Carlos
Flores Facusse, the Minister to
the Presidency and voice of the
Honduran business community.

The envoy's message was a
firm veto of any premature
invasion attempt such as that en-
visioned by Alvarez, his support-
ors, and his allies among Argen-
tine officers stationed in Hon-
duras,

The Honduran military re-
sponded swiftly to Schlaudeman’s
visit, Alr Foree chief Lopez Reyes
lined up support among field-
commanders  disgruntled with
Alvarez's high-handed leader-
ship. They packed Alvarez on a
plane for Costa Rica with one
handbag and no breakfast.

Letters

Military spending

Congress was called Into speclal
session.

While they were voting to con-
firm Lopez Reyes as the new
overall commander of the armed
forces, Air Force jets ran mock
bombing runs over the Legislative
Palnce.

REAGAN'S POSITION

The Reagan administration
is not quite ready for opén
intervention beyond the current
level. While the physical infra-
structure is there (U.5. Army
Engineers are building three
nirstrips: one each nlong the
Honduran borders with El
Salvador, Nicaragua and Guat-
emaln), the military will is
not.

Pentagon top brass have made
their position clear: no direct
intervention without massive
public support in the U.S.

While he keeps the lid on the
U.5. air power, Reagan will have
time to whip up anti-communiat
war hysteria and integrate i
into his reelection ecampaign.
Reagan may siill be able to
deliver to his generals the
massive public support they re-
quire for an invasion of Central
America.

SANDINISTAS’ STRATEGY

For their part, the Sandinistas
continue a two-front sirate
aimed at reinforcing their legit-
imacy among Wesiern European
ruling classes and carrying
through their commitment to

Wrile to: “*Letiers™
Soclalist Warker
P.0. Box 16085
Chicago, 1L
60616

story misses the boat

Dear Socialist Worker:

Ben Blake's article on the
growing military budget in
the March Socialist Worker
wis good. He showed how we
could meet many of our social
needs if we just quit wasting
our resources on destruction.

If we had a rational, demo-
cratically planned economy
(socialism) instead of one that
is based on the drive for profit
and the power of one ruling
group against another (capi-
talism)., However, the article
fell into a common trap at that
point—a trap that most of the
peace movement also falls
into.

Besides the obvious social
benefits from converting the
military economy to a peaceful
one, Blake claims there would
be an economic boom and a
large drop in unemployment
as well. He bases his argu-
ment on studies by Marian
Anderson and other econo-
mists which show that each
dollar of civilian spending em-
ploys more workers than each
dollar of military spending. So
a shift of billions from the
military to civilian spending
would produce millions of
jobs.

But this analysis neglecis
an important role of military
spending in the economy
as presently set up (for profit).
It siphons off surplus capital
that would otherwise raise the
capital intensiveness of the
civilian economy. Increased
capital intensiveness means
it takes more capital to
produce the same goods.

This means it takes more in-
vestment to produce the same
profit. But military spending
slows down this process
by wasting capital. Therefore,
it helps hold up profit rates in
the rest of the economy.

EMPLOYMENT

If this wasted capital was
not drained off, but instead
spent on civilian production,
there might be increased
employment for a while. but
over time profit rates would

drop.

STme profit rates determine
when and if investment takes
place, investment would drop
off as would jobs. We'd soon
be right back in the same
economic crisis we're in now,

We can see that this is true
by looking at couniries that
spend far less on military

spending than we do, Even
Germany and Japan are now
facing high unemployment
rates. The economic crisis
is worldwide. It has the same
cause everywhere—declining
profit raies. It cannot be
fixed by ending military

spending.
Increased military spending
won't help the economy

either. The huge increases for
the Vietnam war only fueled
inflation and helped cause
the recession of the early
1970’s.

Of course, we should fight
for the total elimination of
the military. It would mean
a more humane society and
a chance to avoid annihiliation
of humanity. We can make
some progress toward this
even under the present
economic system (or at least
slow down the arms race).

But we shouldn't fool
ourselves—to end nuclear
weapons we'll have to take
away the power from those
who hold it and end the sys-
tem that causes it. The
present rulers will never
given up their weapons
without a fight. They need
those weapons to hold “‘their*’

political democracy at home.
With their harbors mined and
contra attacks escalating, they
have taken their case to the
World Court. The respect they
gain among Western European
politicians through this interna-
tional ritual remains their best
hedge against eventually reach-
ing a Cuban level of dependence
on Russia and the Soviel bloc.

On the home front the San-
dinistas seem confident of mass
support. They continue to arm
large parts of the population,
Opposition parties complain in
the Council of State that the new
election law would give the Pres-
ident unlimited powers until
the national assembly produces
a new constitution. The San-
dinistaz responded by winning
a majority decision to hold the
Presidential and Constituent As-
sembly elections simultaneously.

The Patriotic Front parties,
allied with the Sandinistas in
the Council of State, have not
tipped their hand on the fate

I7. 8, trainers in Honduras.

of the alllance In the Movember
elections, The Independent Lib-
eral Party will fleld its own
candidate for president, the cur-
rent Labor Minister Virgilio
Godoy,

Whatever the ouicome of the
Nicaraguan elections, the Reagan
administration will try to discredit
them. it has already deciared
that unless the ex-National
Guardsmen are allowed to par-
ticipate, the elections will be
illegitimate.

And whatever the ouicome of
the U.5. elections, the scatiered
“‘mini-movemenis’ in solidarity
with the people of Ceniral
America musi be built, Election
yoar pressures to support the
most dovish Democratic candid-
ate must be resisted.

The Democrats, after all,
brought us Vietnam, the Bay
of Pigs invasion, and an invasion
of the Dominican Republic.
A Democratic victory this fall
will only change the form, not
the content, of imperialism, [

Lessons of the past

Dasar Socialist Worker,

The center spread on the
Poriuguese revolution last
maonth was quite useful, es-
pacially for paople like myself
who werae too young to be poll-
tically aware at the time.

As recent as these move-
ments are, many people in this
country today look at the cur-
rent serles of defeats for
unionized workers In this
country, the budget cutbacks,
attacks on abartion rights, and
maorbidly assumae that workera
ean naver fight back success-

{ully. Such a perspeciive ig-
nores how these galns were
won In the first place.

Politiclans and bosses were
not mere benevolent when the
gains were originally won—
workers movemanis ware
stronger.

Future articles on the move-
menta of the sixtles and seven-
ties, both their strengths and
waaknesses, would be most
walcome.

Andy Thayer
Chicage, IL

own people down and to
defend ‘“‘their’’ wealth from
other rulers. There is no way
to reform away nuclear
weapons or the military.
We will need a revolution.

The problem with the
article’s argument is that it
leads us away from abolishing
the system. It implies that
the capitalist economy can be
tinkered with and fixed,
Blake seems to say that if
only the government adopted
a different policy, we could
eliminate unemploymént
under this system. It would
lead us to try to reform

the economy rather than re-
placing it with an entirely new
one based on workers’ demo-

cratic control and human
needs.

Capitalism needs the arms
race  politically,  militarily
and economically, We
shouldn’t deny this depend-
ence by claiming that ‘‘peace
means jobs'' under this
system. The present system
will offer us neither peace
nor jobs. Though we should
fight for both, to win the fight
we'll need to end the system.

Steve Leigh
Seattle
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|talian workers took the factories and...

In the aftermath of World
War |—and the example
of the Russian revolution
—the European workers’
movement erupted.

The Italian workers’

movement of 1919-1920
highlighted the potential

power—and the weak-
nesses—of the move-
ment. Here Len 5Silva

looks back at that ex-
pErience.

Of all European revolutionary
upsurges in the wake of World
War One and the Russian rev-
olution, the experience of lialy's
Bignnio Rosso, the "'two red
years'' of 1919 and 1920 stands
ot

In those two years, millions
of workers struck, peasants de-
posed landed estate owners.
Even more importantly, Italian
workers created factory councils,
the “ltalian Soviets,”” whose
existence offered a vision of
workers' control over society.

Unions swelled in  1919-20.
In n matter of months, the labor
federation Confederazione
General de Lavoro (CGL) cracked
the million membership mark,
The metalworkers' unilon, the
FIOM, expanded from 120,000 to
160,000 members in less than a
year,

As workers organized they
called for increased trade union
democracy and raised ever more
radical demands.

JOURNAL

A small group of Socialist
Party (PS1) members, most pro-
minently Angelo Tasca, Palmiro
Togliatti and Antonio Gramsci,
launched a worker's journal
cilled Ordine Nuove ('the new
order’). It first appeared in Turin
on May Day, 1919,

Week after week, Ordine
Nuove repeated its central
message: the workers should
establish  ‘‘factory councils,"”
bodies of workers' delegates
elected by all workers in a plant.

Gramsel, as Ordine Nuovo's

editor, saw the potentinl for
turning factory councils Into rep-
resentative bodies of workers'
democracy. He envisioned a
network of councils throughout
Italy which would form the
basis for o workers' state.

Gramsel and his comrades,
supporters of the factory council
movement, spoke to large and
amall gatherings of workers—
sometimes as many as 4.5
meetings per day—spreading the
**factory council®’ iden.

They found a ready audience
in the Turin working class, much

of which worked in the gigantic
Fiat auto works,

Factory councilz sprouted in
Turin and other northern indus-

trial cities throughout 1919,
More than 2,000 workers voied
to establish a council in one
Turin factory in August, 1919.
Only four workers abatained from
the vote. When Ordine Nuovo
printed FIOM's “‘Program of
Workshop  Commissars’  in
October, 1919, a blueprint for
organizing counells, the paper
sold out all of its 5,000 coples
within a few hours,

By February, 1920, more than
150,000 workers in Turin were
organized into councils. Survey-
ing the previous months’ activity,
Gramsci summed up the tagk:

YOrdine Nuove seeks to mold
into living shape the socialist and
revolutionary slogan, ‘The eman-
cipation of the workers will be
the act of the workers them-
selves.”’

TEST

The biggest test of the move-
ment occurred In September,
1920, Factory occupations rolled
through the country during the
first five days of the month.
Factory councils=—which had
been beaten back in previous

Factory occupation, Turin, Italy in 1920

months—were elected in Milan,
Genon, Rome, Florence, Naples
and Palermo.

Workers seized the Fiat Ceniral
plant and dubbed the factory
the “'Fint Soviet.'" Giovanni
Parodi, secretary of the workers'
commissars at the plant, rose to
deliver this challenge at a factory
councll meeting: ‘'Workers!
Show that even without the
bosscs, we know how to run this
factoryl"’

Workers who supported Ordine
Nuove took the leading role at
Fiat Central, ofganizing inven-
tories, production divisions, mili-
tias and a network of councils in
factories throughout Turin. The
Turin councils elected Directive
Commitiees to negotiate ex-
changes of supplies among the
region's factories.

When Turin metalworkers
wanted to nssure oxygen supplies
to their plant, they called for gas
workers to occupy a Turln oxygen
station. The gasworkers immedi-
ately complied.

By mid-September, 185 fae-
tories and 100,000 workers in and
around Turin were involved. To
providd: for workers’ families,
community kitchens—organized
by unions and factory councils—
appeared.

Workers found stacks of money
left in plant offices ns the bosses
retreated, Councils administered
an equal division of the money
among the wotkers® familles,

In the poorer, agticultural
south, word of the factory occupa-
tions inspired peasants and
peasant soldiers to seize landed
estates.

WAVER

With class struggle reaching a
spre-revolutionary stage, engulf-
ing all of Italy, the P51 leadership
wavered, The government de-
ploycd troops throughout the
country, walting for the workers’
next move,

The PSI, torn between revolu-
tionaries and reformists, was im-
mobilized. lis central leaders, the
Directorate, could not rasolve the
fundamental question: should the
workers' movement seck only re-
forms in capitalism, or could it go
on to abolish that system alto-
gether? Instead of trying to influ-
ence events by decisively stand-
ing on the side of revolution, the
Directorate convened a meeting
of party and unlon leaders in
Milan to vote on the question,

The factory council activists in
the industrinl north knew they
needed suppost from the less-

developed southern parts of Italy.

Two resolutions faced the dele-
gates assembled in Milan. The
revolutionary alternative ecalled
for the P81 to assume leadership
of the occupations to push for-
ward soclalization of the means of
production. The reformist resolu-
tion, offered by the CGL leader-
ship, called only for *‘union con-
trol’* within the workplaces.

The vote dashed the hopes for
revolution, as the CGL's resolu-
tion won with 60%. The vote sym-
bolized a triumph for the more
backward rural interests in the
party's southern wing. PSI rules
determined the outcome: the for-
mula used to count voles wis
based on 1919 membership fig-
ures, which were weighted to
rural areas. The party had nearly
doubled in size since 1919, win-
ning most of its new members in
the industrial working class,
where support for the factory
councils was strongest.

ABSENCE

Gramsei, Togliatti and other
left-wing PS5l supporters of the
factory councll movement placed
the blame for the revolution’s dis-
integration on the PSI's wenk
lendership. The absence of a truly
revolutionary party, they argued,
led to the movement's isolation
and its weakness in the face of po-
tential state repression.

Hut. Gramsci and the others
could also poini fingers at them-
gelves. The PSI had earlier prov-
en itself unwilling to support a
revolutionary  transition. Yet
Gramsci and his leftwing com:-
rades did not take the course of
the Bolsheviks in Russia—form-
ing a revolutionary party that
could lead Italian workers to seize
power for themselves.

Although the revolutionary
moment passed in ltaly without
the seizure of power by the work-
ing class, the potentialities of
workers' self-emancipation were
illustrated, As Gramscl wrote af-
ter the failure of the Fiat strike in
April 1920:

**The workers of Fiat have gone
back te work, Betrayal? Denial of
the revolutionary ideal? The
workers of Fiat are men of flesh
and blood,

"“They held out for a month.

“They knew that they fought
and resisted not only for them-
selves, not only for the rest of the
Turiri working class, but for the
whole working class of Ttaly,

“They held out for a month . .

“They remain, with thelr glori-
ous past, the vanguard of the Ital-
ian proletariat, They remain faith-
ful and devoted soldiers of the
revalution,

**We take off our hats before
thelr humillation, because to sin-
cere and honest men, there ig

something of greatness init. ™ [
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WHERE
WE STAND

WORKERS' CONTROL

Winrkirrs create all the wealth under capitalism, A socialist society can
anly b buill when workers collectively seize control of that wealth and
demacratically plan its production and distribution according to human
needs instead of profit

The working class is the key to the fight for socialism. Ireedom and
liberation will only be achieved through the struggles of workers
themselves, organizing and tighting for real workers” power,

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM

The capitalist system cannot be patched up or reformed as some
union leaders and liberal politicians say, Capitalism is based on the
exploitation of workers Mo reforms can do away with this exploitation
The only way workers can come ta contral sogiety and create a system
hased on freedom and a decent lile for all is by overthrowing capitalism
and replacing it with revolutionary, democratic socialism

A WORKERS' GOVERNMENT

The present state apparatus (tederal and state governments, the
courts, army and police) was developed to maintain the capitalist
system This apparatus cannot be taken aver as it stands and converted
1o servie workers, The working class needs an entirely different kind of
state based upon mass democratic councils of workers’ delegates

Supporting the present state apparatus is a vast network of propa-
ganda—newspapers, radio, television, movies, the education system
Waorkers are bombarded daily from all directions with capitalism’s point
of view The working class needs its own sources of information. To help
meet this need, we are dedicated to building a newspaper that the
working elass can trust and use in the fight against the present system

FIGHT OPPRESSION

Capitalism divides the working class = pitling men againil women,
whites against Blacks Capitalism fosters and uses these divisions to
block the unity necessary for its destruction. As capitalism moves into
cFisis, oppressed groups — Blacks, women, Latinos, Mative Americans,
gays, youth —suffer the most, We support the struggles and independ-
ent arganizations of oppressed people to strengthen the working ¢lass
struggle for sacialism

BLACK LIBERATION

Our support for the struggle agalnst racism s unconditional, and we
oppose any attempt to subordinate this fight. We fight racism in all its
forms, from institutionalized "'legal’” raciam to the activities of groups
such as the Mazis and the Ku Klux iKlan

We fight segregation in the schools and in housing, we support
affirmative action, and we oppose racist firings and harassment. We
suppart armad self-defense in the face of racist attacks, We support
indepondent seli-organization and the right to self-determination of the
Black community, We demand freedom for all pelitical prisoners

WOMEN'S LIBERATION

we fight for women's liberation, We :g.énwn squal pay and equal job
apportunities for all women. We demand free abortion and an end Lo
forced sterilization, and quality child care. We oppose all forms of
violence against women including sexual harassment at work. Under
capitalism the state intervenes to maintain women's subordination
within the family, to maintain oppressive sex roles and her exploitation
at work.

We support lesbian and gay liberation, We demand guality sex
education in the schools, we are for lesbian and gay custody rights and
the right to be open lesbians and gays at work, home and in school.

RANK AND FILE ORGANIZATION

The unions today are largely business machines that long ago stopped
truly fighting for the interests of the working ¢lass. Business union
leaders act either as brakes an workers' struggles, or as cops, delivering
workers into the hands of the bosses. We fight in the unions to put an
end to this

Ta make the unions tight for workers” interests, workers must organ-
ize their power on the shop floor, This can enly happen if the rank and
file organize themselves independently of the union bureaucrats, We
work to build rank and file organizations in unions and companies
wherever we are employed

INTERNATIONALISM

The working class has no nation. Capitalism |s international, so the
struggle for secialism must be world-wide. A socialist revalution cannot
Ry v i 1ROlation

We champion workers' struggles in all countries, from Poland to
Puerta Rico, from Palestine to El Salvador. We support all genuine
national liberation struggles. We call for victory of the Black freedom
fighters in South Africa and Namibia, We oppase all forms of imperial-
ism and oppose sending U 5. troops anywhere in the world to impose
U5 interests.

Russia, China, Cuba and Eastern Europe are not socialist countries.
They are state capitalist and part of one world capitalist system. We
support the struggles of workers in those countries against the bureauc-
ratic ruling class.

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

The activity of the 150 s directed at taking the initial steps toward
building a revolutionary party in a working class fragmented and cut of
from socialist ideas Revalutionaries must be invalved in the daily
struggles of workers and oppressed groups at the workplace, in the
unions and in the communities. We build every struggle that strength-
ens the self-confidence, organization and socialist consciousness of
warkers and the oppressed

As the working class movement gathers strength, the need for revolu-
tionary leadership becomes crucial, We are part of the long process of
building a demacratic revolutionary party rooted in the woarking class
Those who agree with our stand and are prepared to help us build
toward revolutionary socialism are urged to join us now

Z/

For more information about the
International Socialist Organization (150)
please write P.0O, Box 16085, Chicago, IL
60616

BALTIMORE

Day School. May 5, 12 noon
to 10 p.m. Talks on Intro-
duction to 150 Politles, The
Maryland Freedom Union,
State Capitalism, Imperial-
Ism and the Middle East.

ISO Fundraiser. May 12, 10
p.m. to 1 a.m, at the Great
Hall, Johns Hopking Uni-
varalty.

Jay Tribby and Eleanor
Trawick on Lesbian and
Gay Liberation. May 17 at
7:30 p.m. Call 235-4620.

BLOOMINGTON

Soclalist Day School. May
12, 3:30 to 9 p.m. Party to
late. Presentations on De-
cline of the Radical Labor
movement 1930-1984 and
Reform or Revolution. Pot-
luek dinner betwean the
two discussions.

BOSTON

Ahmed Shawki on Soclallst
Perspectives for 1984. May
13 at 7:30 p.m. For detalls
call 427-7087.

CHICAGO

The Lessons of Solidarnose.
May 2 at 4:30 p.m.

May Day Celebration. May
5 at 8 p.m. Bill Roberts on
The Meaning of Marxism.
Potluck dinner and party to
follow.

Lea Sustar on Workers
Power—East and Waest.
May 16 at 7:30 p.m.

For more information call
2B8-7572 or 328-6830,

SOCIALIST
SUMMER

SCHOOL V-OHIO
June 29, 30, & July 1, 1984

This year the I1SO will hold the fifth of its annual
summer schools. There will be political talks, entertain-
ment, films, plus recreation—swimming, basketball,
volleyball, softball and more.

Talks will include:

& Revolutionarias in Trade Unlons In the United States
@ Social Democracy After Mitterand

@ Imperialism Today

@ The Origin of Women's Oppression

® The Marxist Tradition

An Olymplec-sized pool is avallable, food will be ca-
tered, and the fllms will include the Oscar-nominated
‘‘Seeing Red."”’

Write to 1SO Summer School, P.O. Box 16085, Chicago,
IL 80616 for more information.

CLEVELAND sian Revolution. May 30 at

Revolutionary Ideas of 7:30p.m.

Karl Marx. May 6 at 12

noon. Call 851-0627. Andrew Drummond on
1984: |s There a Future for

Bill Stant on Central Amer-
ica on the Edge of War.
May 19 at 8 p.m. University
of Cincinnatl, TUC Room
414, Call 561-8567 or
871-1371 for more infor-
mation.

NEW YORK
Kavin Murphy on The Rus-

p.m. Call 332-8855.

SAN FRANCISCO
Carl Cowl on Claude
McKay. May 1 at 7:30 p.m.

Larry Bradshaw and Frank
Runninghorse on Malcolm
X. May 20 at 7:30 p.m. Call
285-1908 for detalls.

"The philosophers have merely interpreted the
world. The point is to change it."”

— HKarl Marx

If you want to help us change the world, join us.
There are ISO members and branches in the following cities:

@ Baltimore, MD
@ Bloomington, IN
® Boston, MA

® Chicago, IL

@ Cincinnati, OH
® Cleveland, OH
@ Detroit, MI

@ Indianapolis, IN
® Kent, OH

® Los Angeles, CA
® Madison, WI

@ Minneapolis, MN
® Muncie, IN

@ New Orleans, LA

® New York, NY

@ Northampton, MA
@ Portland, OR

@ Rochester, NY

® San Francisco, CA
@ Seattle, WA

@ Youngstown, OH

ISO National Office, P.0O. Box 16085, Chicago, IL 60616
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"Hivver King: UptonSinclair’s est work

The Flivver King. Charles
Kerr Publishing Co., $5.95,

Review by
ALAN MAASS

Upton Sinclalr's the Jungle
has become popular reading
on tha high school English
ciass clrcuit.

Along with George Orwell’s
MNinetean-Eighty Four and
Animal Farm, it stands apart
from maost of the stuff wa'ra
made to read In high schosl—
Tha Jungle gives us the
peculiar notion that not all
the problems of soclety are
because there’s somathing
terribly evil inside all of us.

instaad, The Jungle shows
the world we rarely see behind
tha Chicago stockyards, where
immigrants were forced Into
the most horrifying social
positions.

§till, Tha Jungle isn’t much
of a thraat to the parson
who has to teach It. After all,
It happened a long timae ago,
and everything has been made
batter in tha maantima,

The stockyards have been
mechanized; no ona really
lives like that anymara.

ANALYSIS

With this analysis, The
Jungle stops being the story
of people’s lives destroyad
by the power of wealth and
bacomes a ‘‘work of art,”
with an exposition, a thama

The Flivver King par-
allels the lives of Henry
Ford and that of an
ordinary worker, Abner
Shutt.

The book has long been
out-of-print. A new edi-
tion has just been re-
leased.

Alan Maass reviews
Upton Sinclair’s classic
novel.,

e e =5 i

and symbolism to write essays
about.

It's no wondar Tha Flivver
King never made it onto the
high school reading list.
it etrikes a little closer to
homa.

Charles Karr Fublishing
Company's naw editlon of the
book Is a prize. For years,

The Flivver King had virtually
disappeared, become a col-
lector's [tem in the vaulis

of university libraries.

Sad, this, because The
Flivver King is Upton
Sinclair's bast work. Tha story
parallels the lives of the Fllv-
ver King, Henry Ford, and the
family of Abner Shutt, who
begins to work for his nelgh-
bor just as Ford s getting
his company going.

REVIEW SHEE

MARVIN

GAYE
1939 - 1984

Kathy Ogren looks at the man and his music

On April 1, 1984, Marvin
Gaye, Jr. was shot to death
one day short of his 45th birth-
day. A quarrel with his father
led to the tragic homicide that
ended his prolific 30 year
music career,

Gaye was onc of the most
popular and talented Black
musicians of his generation,
Born and raised in the East
Capital ghetto of Washington,
D.C., his music developed
through a number of styles,
including sweet love ballads,
sexy torch songs, and protest
songs. All were rooted in
the Gospel Hall ‘call and re-
sponse’ fradition he learned
as a youngster in his father’s
Pentacostal church.

CAREER

Gaye started his career
at age 15 singing Doo-Wop
with a group called The Rain-

Sinclair glves us a look
behind the legend of Hanry
Ford, and what we see is
both a shrewd, heartless
businasaman and an sccentric
millionaire whose anormous
sums of monay have sent him
over the adge.

This in itaalf Is funny and,
at times, just plain wlerd.
But Sinclair’s portrayal of
Abnar Shutt and his family
shows us the other side of
tha coin. Wa see the lives
of workers Ijke Shuit de-
atroyed at tha whim of Ford.

One wintar thera |s a panic
on Wall Street, ‘‘about which
Abner knew nothing.'’ Then
Abner bagins to hear **about
people loging thelr jobs, and
not being abla to find others;
it was somathing known as
‘hard times;' a natural pheno-
manon llke winter itsell,
mysatarious, unlversal, cruel."’

Only paragraphs later, we
sae the mattar Is not so
“‘natural’’ or *‘mysterious;™’
Ford sands much of the city
of Datrelt into a tallspin
by deciding to close down
his plants for a few months
and re-work them with
assembly lines, the '‘inno-
vatien'' that will break the
health of Abner Shutt.

By moving back and forth
between the story of Ford
and the story of Abner Shutt
and his sens, Sinclair makes
the class struggle—and lts

bows, Gaye next served
stint in the Air Force, from
which he was honorably
discharged on the grounds
that he could not “‘adjust to
regimentation and authority.™

Gaye played with the
Marquees who recorded for
the Okeh label, and it was
at a Marquees performance
that Harvey Fuqua ‘‘discov-
ered’’ Gaye and recruited
him to Motown, Although
Gaye started his carcer as a
sideman=—playing drums for
Smokey Robinson—hiz fame
came from his vocal perfor-
mances beginning with songs
like ‘1 Heard It Through the
Grapevine,” and “What's
the Matter With You, Baby?"
which he recorded with Mary
Waells.

Next, Gaye teamed up with
Tammy Terrell to make one of
the most dynamic duos of

casualties—real.

Wa aee the fight in Ford’s
kingdom on all Its shifting
battlegrounds, from the shop
flaor that Abner Shutt has
known for 30 years, to the
rooms of Henry Ford'’s sprawl-
Ing mansion to the blacked-
out halls where union
organizers, llke Abner Shutt's
son Tom, held meetings in
the urlr stages of the CIO
organizing drive.

HISTORY

The history of the book
itaalf Is Interesting. Sinclair
wrote The Flivver King in
the mid 1930"s, and it was
published by the United
Autoworkers of America.

The UAW tock an adition
of 200,000 copies and used
tham ta educaie thair
members and in organizing.

Tha UAW officialdom will
hava little use for The Flivver
King today. The union now
asams little interastad In
organizing at all, much less
going to the lengths Sinclair
describes.

But the new Kerr edition is
welcome; it is part of a new
run of books from the newly
revived company, the oldest
socialist publishing house in
tha United States.

If they continue uncovering
classics like The Flivver King,
gocialist: should be very
happy indead.

opular musie. Gaye and
errell recorded nine Top 50
hits including “*You're All 1
Need to Get By,”' “‘Ain't
Nothing Like the Real Thing, "
and “‘Ain’t Mo Mountain High
Enough.’’ Terrell died sud-
denly in 1970 of a brain tumor,
Shattered, Gaye retreated
into silence.

When Gaye returned to the
stage, he brought out
“What's Going On’’ in 1971.
The album is a collage of his
reflections on the political
struggles of the sixties, the
violence of Vietnam and the

problems of the Black
community.

The album took a new
direction  musically, and

because he produced it
himself it also signalled his
coming break with Motown.

STRAIGHT

Lionel Richie, one of the
younger generation of Black
musicians inspired by Gaye,
praised the innovative album:

“It's message was sireet;
it was not about pie in the sky
or some love relationship
gone astray. It is a straight,
basic, street related
message.”’

In fact, **What's Going On"*
can be seen as a precursor to
today's Rap music.

The next several years were
especially difficult for Gaye.
He was plagued by divorce,
bankruptcy and drug prob-
lems. It wasn't until 1981 that
he once again topped pop
music charts with his sensual
Midnight Love album. It
sold 1.5 million copies and
brought a Grammy Award.

The tributes to Gaye have

called him many things—
“troubled man,’”" “'sexisi
singer,”” and even ‘'the

preacher,”’ but none of these
labels really captures the ver-
satility of his career. Gaye
once said, “‘An artist isn't con-
cerned with the money-making
prospects of the industry.
He's concerned with doing
gsomething.  Telling  some-
thing, Predicting something.
Giving something that has
depth, that has meaning, that
someone can go to later on,
when they need it, and put it
on and pull themselves back
together,”

Marvin Gaye gave us those
powerful music visions. His
quieted voice will be gft:ﬂtl%
missed, [
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BOSTON, MA—A major at-
tempt at union-busting is
being set up by a group of
non=union contractors in the
area who are trying to do away
with prevailing wage law, Cur-
rent law states that any con-
struction project in the state
involving public money must
pay union wages whether or
not the workers are in a union.

The Associated Building
Contractors have come up
with a proposal which, 'f
enacted, would allow employ-
ers to pay a little over one-
third of the union rate for
skilled laborers.

The contractors, along with
the local media, are trying to
soft-pedal the proposal by ar-
guing that it would “‘provide
opportunities for young work-
ers and . . . enhance the pros-
pects for reasonable rates of
participation by minorities and
women in construction.’’

Unfortunately it is true that

TALKIN’ UNION

TN TH A i v
¥ ity w"m.';‘ﬂlhnf:m

there has been a long-stand-
ing union policy of excluding
minorities and women from
their ranks by various means.
This latest maneuver by scab
contractors 15 i purfr.'r.:t eXime-
ple of how, in the end, such
p!'uuliruﬁ come back to haunt
rank and file unionisis. Union
officials have handed the boss-
es ammunition with which to
break the unions,

BOOM

Boston is experiencing a
temporary boom in construc-
tion, and this summer 15 éx-
pecied to be one of the best for
union construction workers 1n
the area. But it won't last. At
least 50% of all construction in
and around Boston is non-
union, and much of it is under
the fable with wages as low as
five dollars per hour and terri-
ble safety conditions,

If the unions are not to lose

BY JOHN ANDERSON

GMCONTRACT

DESIGNED TO

- o e

SILENCE DISSENT

Fhe 1979 UAW—GM agreement
contains 400 pages: 146 in contract
language, 250 in letters of memoran-
dum, containing wage rates and in-

graph (117) severely limits the activities
of the workers und union represent-
atives in such a manner as to make the
union practically powerless. This para-

= Boston contractors launch
anti-union campaign

out to the bosses in the vears
ahead, there must be the be-
ginnings of an attempt to or-
ganize the unorganized. The
large number of scab outfits
around means that an attack
on organized workers becomes
ever easier for the employers,
The exclusion of Blacks and
women from the building
trades not only huris the wom-
en and Blacks denied jobs. In
the long run it also weakens
unionized workers,

Of course, the union offi-
cials have no interest in organ-
izing the unorganized. They
will sit in their Cadillacs
regardless. They are quite
content with the prevailing
racism and sexism as a con-
venient blind for the rank and
file while they are robbed left
and right. But for the rank and
file, thse issues cannot be put
off. At stake is the very sur-
vival of their union. ]

—BRIAN KELLY

John Anderson is a lifelong militant
and socialist. He was formerly presi-
dent of UAW Local 15 in Detraoit,

formation on special problems, Buried
in these 400 pages are two paragraphs
giving the company more power over
the workers than is given the UAW in
the other 225 paragraphs,

Paragraph (8) on page 12 reads as
follows: *‘The right to hire; promote;
discharge or discipline for cause; and
to maintain discipline and efficiency of
employees, is the sole responsibility
of the Corporation except that Union
members shall not be discriminated
against as such.

“In addition, the products to be
manufactured, the location of plants,
the schedules of production, the
methods, processes and means of man-
ufacturing are solely and exclusively
the rcn;pnn!;ihi!ity of the (.‘urpnruliun.”

In 1964 Leonard Woodcock, then
Director of the GM Department com-
plained to the Corporation, saying:
““A recent Trial Examiner’s report in
an NLRB proceeding in which the
UAW complained against GM subcon-
tracting quotes a General Office rep-
resentative as asserting. . . that man-
agement was acting by virtue of Para-
graph (8) of the agreement. Many
workers' grievances are rejected by
management on grounds that they
are acting by authority of Paragraph (8).

LIMITS

While Paragraph (8) gives manage-
ment control on the shop floor, Para-

graph is written in language that 15
almost impossible for a worker io
understand. It contains five sentences,
the first with 54 words, the second 135,
the third 72 and the forth 34 words,

The final sentence can be clearly
undersiood. It says, ““The Corporation
reserves the right to discipline any
employee taking part in any violation of
this section of the Agreement.”’

This sentence forbids any concerted
action on the part of the workers regard-
less of the problem. Any union rep-
resentative making a statement encout-
aging workers to resist o speed-up 15
subject to discharge. No grievance
arising from this paragraph can be a
strikable issue, The worker is found
guilly uniil proven innocent, If not
settled in the plant it must go to the
umpire. This may take from 6 months
to a year or longer.

In 1964, in his negotiations with GM,
Woodeock had this to say about the
umpire system: "‘Even though months
later the union may be successful in
Brns:nting the committee’s case {o the

mpire the workers are aware that for
at least the intervening period of time
the committeeman was certainly with-
out stature and in jeopardy of his
liviihood."'

“In such situations the Management
is never the loser, but always the
winner for the lesson is clearly apparent
to everyone, ‘It could happen to you,’

and there is always the chance the Man-
agement will be upheld. The odds in
this game are always ‘with the house.’
Reason dictates the committeeman
cannot  perform competently and
properly when faced with this ‘heads |
win, tails you lose proposition,” ™

MEANS

In 1948, speaking to a GM confer-
ence, Walter Reuther qlumr.:d a GM
official as saying, “‘Only by revolution-
ary means will you change Paragraphs
(8) or (117)."" Since then anyone sug-
gesting  that these paragraphs be
changed or eliminated was labelled a
communist or subversive and became
the target of redbaiting.

These two paragraphs have become
basic to all UAW contracts with the
cmpluyt.:r.';, The UAW lcndﬂrxhip,
like the employers, want to eliminate
the militants and radicals,

If these paragraphs are not enough to
eliminate the dissenters, GM manage-
ment has a book of rules governing the
conduct of its employees. Thirty-nine
of these rules carry a penalty from
verbal reprimand to discharge. Grie-
vances filed against such penalties must
go to the umpire if not settled
in the plant.

In 1984 bargaining the absense of
dissenters in most of the locals will
result in another contract placing
profits above the needs of the workers.

HEAL TH
AND SAFETY
~NOTES

by MATT FILSINGER

No Federal Sanltary Rules to
Proiect Form Workers . . .
According to the Oc-
cupational  Safety and
Health Act of 1970 (O5HA),
the federal government is
supposed to be committed
to assuring ‘‘every working
man and woman in the
nation safe and healthful
working conditions. "’

In the 14 years since the
law was passed, nothing
has been done to protect
the 5 million farmworkers
in America.

For instance, standards
passed in 1972 requiring
employers  to provide
drinking water and toilets
applied to everyone except
farmworkers. Neither the
Democrats nor the Repub-

licans have seen fit to
include agricultural
workers,

Lack of decent sanitation
results in parasitic and

infectious discases. urinary
infections, heat stroke,

and pesticide poisoning.

Even still the govern-
ment has taken the side
of the American Farm
Bureau Federation and
other employer groups.
They argue that since
sanitation in the camps
where migrant workers
live is often poor, workers
wouldn't benefit much from
cleaning up their job
sites,

Finally, on Marech 1,
OSHA proposed a rule
that all employers of more
than 10 farmworkers must
provide drinking water,
disposable cups, c¢lean
toilets, and handwashing
facilitics within a quarter
mile of euch worksite,
However, at the same time,
OS5HA also stated that
there is *'a serious question
whether the evidence es-
tablishes the need for a
ficld sanitation standard,”’

In 1976 OSHA also pro-
posed a field sanitation
standard. After receiving
maore than 1,200 comments
from ugrihl,lsim;m: groups
who opposed the standard,
the proposal was dropped.

The same thing will
happen this time unless
somehow the small farm-
worker unions, organized
labor in general, and other
activists can fight success-
fully for the rights of
farmworkers to have the
basie necessities of sanita-
tion on the job.

It is a sign of how bar-
baric the capitalist system
is that even basic sanitary
conditions are not provided
to all workers. /
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n the picket line M&

Boston hospital workers

UPHILL

BATTLE

FORUAW

GROTON, CT—Workers at
the General Dynamics Electric
Boat plant here have been on
strike since June 9, 1983,
The UAW is launching a
“eorporate campaign’’
against the large defense
contractor, aimed at winning
the Electric Boat strike,
and exposing a number of
questionable practice by the
i;!{!'rpt'.l'l'lllﬂ Hil.ll'll :

“There are lots of us with
20, 25 years at General Dy-
namics who don’t care if we
never go back to work there,”’
gavs Gurden Smith, a techni-
cal illustrator at Electric
Boat, ''The company’s that
bad. It's made us all hard
core, "’

“*General Dynamics wants
total conirol over us,”’ adds
Judi Page, a picket captain.

RECORD

General Dynamics made
$286 million in profits in
1983—a record for the com-
pany. But it is not satisfied
even with these profits. It
was their demands for an
18 month wage freeze, cuts in
maximum pay, the right to
contract work out to non-
union shops at will, and a
permanent two-tier wage sys-
tem which provoked the strike
by UAW members list June.

Workers at Electric Boat
say that GD iz notorious for
itting women against men.
Says Page: “GD is a real
killer for women, They don’t
like to let women become tech-
nical aides like 1 did. They
say we don’t have the college
background, but then they
turn right around and hire
guys with less education
than we've got."'

GD is the corporation which
sold a 12 cent allen wrench
to the United States govern-
ment for $9,606 and a 2.4 cent
piece of wire for $7417. The
company is now under invest-
igation by the Air Force for
“*possible fraudulent
activities,"'

The UAW charges that the
“revolving door’' recruitment
of top executives at GD
insures that fat government
contracts will continue to
roll in. Under this system,
GD periodically recruits its
top management directly from
the ranks of the Pentagon
bureaucracy. Some of its
exccutives, in turn, wind up
with impm'uml l"unmgon
posts.

CRITICISM

The UAW also has sharp
criticism for unsafe work
practices which are prevalent
at GD. Harvey Lee died at
GD  Detroit in  November,
1983, after breathing vapors
from a fluorocarbon solvent
that the UAW had repeatedly
warned GD not (o use inside
its M=1 tanks.

The rank and file at General
Dynamics face an uphill
battle. The UAW s adoption of
the ‘‘corporate L:;l:llp.‘tig:i“
tactic—like the IAM's at
Brown and Hh:u'pu—ih oo
little, too late, support
the Electric Boat workers! [

win —but the fight is not over

BOSTON, MA—Workers at
University Hospital, members
of Local 1199, won an impot-
tant victory last month when
they forced magement to meet
thufr demands and stuck
together against give-backs.,

ut it has also become clear
since the contract was signed
that managment has not had
a change of heart.

“They are still out to
bust the union,”” as one
worker put it, ‘‘and the
spare change they were forced
to concede during the strike
they fully intend to make back
by increasing the workload
and pushing pr:nple to the
limits and by intimidating
the workforce into ‘putting
up and shutting up.” "’

Since the contract was
signed workers have faced
constant harassment on the
job. Some have been fired,

others have been iven

warnings and are ing

watched closely.
TERMINATED

Betty Brady, an instrument
technician in the operating
toom and a union delegate
just recently went back to
work after management tried
to have her terminated.
Soclalist Worker talked to
her about her own case and
about conditions on the job.

Betty has been out for a
couple of weeks with pulled
muscles in her back. Before
going back to work she was
examined by her own doctor
and told she could return to
work, but should avoid heavy
lifting.

Without even examining
her, the hospital’s doctor,
Candice Corning, told her
she looked like she was in
pain, unfit to work. It was
suggested to her by personnel
that she could transfer to
another position at the

PRESSER'S FRIEND

Jackie Presser, inter-
national president of the
Teamsters union, has
put in 30-plus years as a
labor bureaucrat—and
it shows,

In an April interview,
Presser argued that Rea-
gan has beéen a pretty
good president for labor.
“1 think he understands
labor’s problems, We've
had some fine appoint-
ments as far as J':Fﬂ ad-
ministration’s concerned
—the Teamsters have
had much more input
than we've ever had in
the past.”’

All the union-busting
of the last three years
seems to have passed
Presser right by. He
says, Il you look at
what interest rates were,
the inflation rate was,
the unemployment rate,
what the Bross national
product was when Rea-
gan arrived and where
they're at today, you can
see for yourself what the
President has done for
American
generally.”’

workers

by BRIAN KELLY

hospital.

Betty thinks they want to
transfer her to a non-union
position.

“I'm a union delegate. |

think this is what (s happening
at the hospital. We pget a
little foot in the door and they
say, ‘We'll use this to teach
them,' That iz the way [T
se¢ their strategy.
“Since the strike there have
been a lot of firings, brutality
apd harassment at the hos-
pital. More work is being
put on people. They are
constantly watching every-
thing you do. If they find a
litile opening, they take that
and blow it out of proporiion.
Like more work for some
people and less for others,

“I don't think it is so much
the money as it s the fact
that we did win the strike.

“We did become united. . .
we becamé a strong group
of people during the strike
and they didn't like that,

“We haven't goften the
mioney that we negotiated

for. That s another thing to

bring down our spirits. People
have decided we may have to
strike again. "’

Betty Brady was fortunate
enough to prevent a termina-
tion after protesting to per-
sonnel, but she is not the
only one who has been har-
assed. And she won't be the
last.

The workers at University
Hospital won  their  strike
because they were militant
and united. But unity and
militancy can’'t be turned
off once the strike is over.

The only thing that will
stop the management’s offen-
sive is if the workers maintain
their strength all the time.

The rank and file unity that emerged during the strike must

be maintained.,

And it cannot be left up to the
union officials. It is up to the
rank and file to organize
against the increased work-
loads, to stop harassment on
the job and to stand up
against managment’s attempt
to divided them.

Betty Brady may have her

job on the chopping block

today. But if management is
allowed to get away with
harassment it will be someone
else tomorrow,

An injury to one is an Injua'
to alll

MONGY Ses:
S POR .
'BI‘H N

[J Iwant to join
(] | want more information about the
International Socialist Organization

Namea
Address 71

ISO, P.O. Box 16085, Chicago, IL 60616

May, 1984 Socialist Worker Page 15 |



Socialist Worker

NEWSPAPER OF THE INTERNATIONAI

CSOCIALIST ORGANIZATION

CHICAGO, IL—In the face
of continuous harassment,
Dudley Emmons moved out of
the house that had been his
home for a mere two weeks,
Dudley Emmons did not move
voluntarily. He moved be-
cause of racism,

“I'm Black and I'm getting
out of here,” he said, “*But if
it wasn’'t for the fact that I
have my daughter with me
and her two children, 1'd stand
with a shotgun at every
window. "’

Emmons and hizs family
moved into the house in Chica-
go's Southeast Side on April 8.
And from the very first day,
the harassment began.

“The first day we moved in,
the cars started slowing and
stopping.”” The passengers
shouted “‘racial slurs, you
know, ‘We like dead niggers,”
that sort of thing,"”" Emmons
told Socialist Worker.

That night, vandals smeared
eggs on Emmons’ family cars,
The following night, someone
tossed a brick through the
front window, And on the
third night, his garage was
torched.

"My daughter saw a car
pull away immediately as the
fire started,’”’ recalled Em-
mons. ‘‘In 15 or 20 minutes,
the garage was gone."’

“There were 30 people out
watching (the garage burn),”
a neighbor said.

After the arson attack,
Emmons decided to move,
The verbal threats, however,
continued from passing cars
every day until Emmons
moved on April 24,

The police are investigating
who torched the garage—but

that is of little eonsolation to
Emmons and his family.

EXPOSED

Racism runs deep in Chica-
go—one year after the 1983
mayoral election exposed it to
the world. And Chicago is the
most segregated city in the
United States,

For instance, a bridge over
the Calumet River separates
the Calumet Heights neigh-
borhood, which is 90% Black,
from the Southeast Side which
is 94% white. Local residents
call Western Avenue, a long
boulevard which separates the
Black South Side neighbor-
hoods from the white South-
west Side the ““Berlin Wall,"'
One recent study estimates
the 96% of Chicago residents
would have to move to inte-
grate the city!

And attacks like those on
Emmons are not uncommon.
In 1982, for axnmp'le, two
women whose car was fire-
bombed left the neighbor-
hood. In a nearby suburb,
Burnham, four men, including
a village firefighter, were
charged with the bombings of
a Black family's house and
garage.

Last year the initials
“KEKK' were burpned into a
Black family’s lawn in a west
suburb. And one southwest
suburban family had to endure
repeated electrical shut-offs as
vandals cut their power lines.

People like Dudley Emmons
are forced to move, in part,
because they have few places
to turn for support.

But Black self-defense and
a concerted fight is the only
way to turn the tide against
these racist attacks.
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Dudley Emmons garage was burned to the ground

ALL-WHITE JURY
SETS KLAN FREE

Progressive people were
outraged. The government
said it was too bad, but just.
The Klan called it *‘the first
shot of the American revo-
lution."’

The April 16 acquittal of
nine Ku Klux Klan and Nazi
members by an all-white jury
in  Winston-Salem, North
Carolina was a lie, For the sec-
ond time in five years, an all-
white jury freed the Nazis and
Klansmen who killed five
members of the Communist
Workers Party in Greensboro,
North Carolina in cold blood
and on live television.

Despite overwhelming evi-
8-

dence—including an
second film of the shooting
which showed (among other

atrocities) one  Klansman
shooting pointblank at the
fallen body of an anti-Klan
demonstrator—the  fascists
are allowed once again to walk
the streets.

QUESTIONS

The verdict, handed down
after merely three hours of de-
liberation, raises so many
questions that one almost
doesn't know where to start.

First, the jury and the most
obvious question: why weren’t
there any Blacks on the jury?
The jury was selected in secret
and six Blacks were kept off
the panel because, as one
Klan defense attorney said,
**A Black could not go back to
his or her church after having
voted ‘not guilty’ for a Klans-
man."’

by AZAR HANIF

It was later learned that the
jury was not only all-white but
was actually prejudiced in
favor of the fascists. One juror
admitted, before being select-
ed, that she was a good friend
of the Greensboro police chief
at the time of the shooting.

The second question raised
is the role of the U.S, govern-
ment. All along, leftists have
charged that the government
would not present an effec-
tive case because of the role
played by a federal govern-
ment agent and a Greensboro
police informant, Both are
said to have help plan the
violence, participated in it,
may have even originated
the idea.

Further the judge ordered
the jury to base its decision on
very complicated instructions,
They were told they could only
find that the civil rights of the
anti-Klan demonstrators were
violated if the Klansmen went
to the demonstration out of
racist sentiments alone, Politi-
cal motivation would not
be sufficient.

In short, the government
failed to question the two peo-
ple who knew beforehand
what the Klan planned to do.
Then they refused to let the
jury interpret civil rights in its
broader context, but only in
the context of race. Only one
of those murdered was Black.

Third, the Klan. The fase-
ists are predicting that the

Klan will grow as a result of
the verdict. At a Klan victory
rally, however, only a few
people showed up to listen o
defendant Klan leader Virgil
Griffin say that the Klan will
build North Carolina *“‘back to
Klansville U.5.A." Klan sup-
porters also heard 5-year-old
Susan Harris recite how she
persuaded  her  next-door
neighbor out of wanting to
marry Michael Jackson,

VIOLENCE

But even if the Klan itself
does not grow, racist violence
will. Racists can only be en-
couraged by the verdict in
Winston-Salem, the March
verdict in Miami involving kill-
er cop Luis Alvarez and count-
less  other verdicts where
whites were let off scot-free
after gunning down Blacks
and their allies.

The verdict In Winston-
Salem was a lie. It disguised
racism in the cloak of justice
and hatred as the pillar of
truth. The CWP has filed suit
a third time against the Klan
and the government, and al-
ready the government has
refused to allow the two
agents to be named as defen-
dants along with several
Klansmen,

The CWP vows to push
ahead. The government plans
to stall,

It should be obvious by now
that there can be no relief in
the halls of injustice. Relief
will come in time with the
true American revolution. [
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