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The Reagan admin-
istration’s Ed Meese
made a stink when he
insisted that there 1s
no hunger problem in the
United States, and
people who accept
food in soup kitchens do
so because ‘‘it’'s easier
than paying for it."*

“LIFESTYLE"Y

But 5t. Louis streets and
sanitation director James M.
Shea has gone Meese one
better. He claims that people
who pick food and aluminum
cans out of the city’'s dump-
sters are merely pursuing
their ‘‘chosen lifestyle.”

He has drafted a city
ordinance that will make
scavergers subject to fines of
up to $500. The 5t. Louis
Board of Aldermen will vote
on the ordinance this month.

Shea is concerned with
pleasing property owners
pertutbed by the scraps
on the sidewalks occasionally
left by the scavengers as they
leok for food and cans.

Shea assures us that the
“street people’” need only
change their “lifestyle’” to
take advantages that he says
are widely available, ‘'Every-
one knows about the Salvation
Army,”" he said. "'You can
always get free food and
shelter there.

“ After all,’”’ Shea brilliantly
observed, ‘‘eating out of
dumpsters isn't healthy.”

“‘James Shea is appallingly
ignorant,”’  says the Rev.
Larry Rice, who runs four
shelters for the homeless in
the St. Louis area. ‘No one
chooses to live in the streets.

““The economy forces them
to, and they have to adjust to
it—or die. The homeless
must know where to go on
which days to get a meal, what
time the various shelters
open, which dumpsters have
food. It's an incredibly diffi-
cult life."’
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DIED

At least 12 homeless people
died in this winter's severe
cold, Rice sanid, and over 30
street people perished in
last summer's extreme heat.

*“This clty never opens any
shelters until people start
dying,"’ Rice said.

Rengan’s vaunted recovery
has bypassed 5St. Louis
workers. Unemployment in
the city, which hit 11.5
percent in 1982, now fluct-
uates between 9.5 and 10.5
percent. And all across the
country many of these jobless
will be forced to join the
street people who are not
counted in unemployment
figures, people who were
shoved into the gutter because
they were not useful to the
system as it pursues profit.
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SEE PAGES 889




IN REAGAN’S AMERICA

MARYLAND

CLINIC
BOMBED

Anti-abortion activities have
been on the rise in Maryland
in recent weeks, The Planned
Parenthood of Baltimore Clin-
ic is regularly picketed by
people who describe them-
selves as 'pro-life.”’

They harass incoming pa-
tients, employees and volun-
teers of the non-profit clinic by
picketing with signs, calling
the clinic a murder chamber,
insisting abortion is racial
genocide and trying to dis-
suade abortion patients from
entering the clinic.

This activity coincides with
the alppcaranca in Maryland’s
legislature of three bills which
attempt to restrict access to
abortion. One iz the vote on
Medicaid funding, currently
not available for abortions un-
less they relate to cases of
rape, incest or danger to a
woman'’s health,

The second is a parental
consent bill which would re-
quire not only notification of
the parents for a teenage
woman to obtain an abortion
(which is current Maryland
law) but parental consent.
Third, there is a proposal that
would require physicians to
inform a woman who chooses
abortion that the fetus “‘feels
pain’’ and offer to administer
an anesthetic to the fetus.

DANGEROUS

All three of these bills are
aimed at making abortion as
traumatic, as dangerous and
as costly as possible. Already
many clinics refuse to accept
Medicaid patienis for abor-
tions because of the difficulty
in complying with the current
resirictions. Lack of access
does not prevent abortions. It
simply drives women to dan-

INTHATCHER'S BRITAIN

For mora than two years, a
Royal Air Force base at
Greenham Common, Eng-
land, has been the site of a
women's peace camp, or-
ganized to protest the de-
ployment of Crulse misslles
thera.

Tha camp, now facing offi-
cial aviction by the Tory gov-
arnment, may be at the end
of its ropa.

During their two years at
Greanham Common, the
wamaen have been subjected
ta numerous attacks and
abiige. Thara hava been hun-
drade of arrests, with an ac-
quittal rate of only one par-
cant, About fifty wemen are
now in jall,

«gDespite the amazing
strength and courage shown

by DEANNA SHEMEK
and KATHY OGREN

gerous backstreet abortionists
or to self-induced abortions.
Both alternatives often leave
women wounded or dead,

As the law

stands now,
teenage women are delayed
several weeks in their re-

quests for abortions while the
courts turn the matter into a
decision that requires state
approval—all the while mak-
ing abortion less safe for the
woman as the pregnancy
moves closer to term,

The **fetal pain® bill is a
anicularly blatant effort to
nerease abortion costs (anes-
thetics are expensive!) and to
create mental anguish for
women seeking  abortions.
Medical testimony describes
fetal pain as ‘‘'medically mean-
inﬁless. confusing, medically

unjustified and contraindi-
cated, causing cruel and
harmful stress to . . . pa-

tients."

These anti-abortion groups
are not pro-life, They support
no welfare programs or other
means for improving the qual-
ity of anyone’s life. They sup-
port capital punishment,
nuclear weapons and imperial-
ist war. They are, in fact,
violent towards women in
many instances and seek to
destroy women's health care
facilities,

In an incident similar to
many others across the coun-
iry, on February 28 a “‘pro-
life’" group calling itself the
Army of God called the Wash-
ington Post and the Washing-
ten Times threatening to
bomb the Prince Georges Re-
productive Health Services
Clinic in College Park, Mary-

by the Greenham womaen,
tha missiles are still there.

Unfortunataly, non=violant,
soparatist actions like the
péace camps cannot be effec-
tive, The threat of war can
only be removed by revolu-
tionary action by the whole of
the working class.

Only workers have the po-
tential strength to fight the

"X WOMAN'S RIGHT T0 Aaumm'«
S AKIN T0 HER RIGHT T0 ?L
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Mareching for reproductive rr'ghr.'.' :'ﬂ' L‘hr.'n}- H:'ﬂ, NJ, 1952

Health care:
a privilege

for the rich

land. Later two bombs were
thrown in the office windows
of the clinic during closing
hours. The clinic was gutted,
causing $70,000-90,000 dam-
age. A spokeswoman for the
clinic told Socialist Worker
that the elinic is still operat-
ing, though marginally. Such
are the activities conducted
and proudly claimed by the
loving, “pro-life”” forces of the
Army of God|

SERIOUS

Though all of these activi-
ties constitute a serious threat
to safe, affordable reproduc-
tive alternatives, the anti-
abortionists will not go un-
answered. The picketers at
Baltimore's Planned - Parent-
hood Clinic are met by a grow-
ing number of volunteers who
cheerfully assist patients in
getting into the clinic without
confrontation.

The Maryland Supreme
Court also ruled recently that
husbands or prospective
fathers may not prevent a
woman from having an abor-
tion. Women in Maryland and
other states will gain from
these pro-choice decisions,
but our fight must be carried
past legislation onto the
streets, into the abortion
clinics and into our work-
places; we must fight back as
activists against any restric-
tions or state controls on our
reproductive rights. Get the
laws off our bodies and fight
the anti-abortionists. ]

system which builde bombs
and wages war,

Only through workers' self-
actlvity and struggle can this
fight ba won.

Until then, movaments
like that at RAF Greenham
Common, however admir-
able they may be, ara
doomed to fallure.

by CHRIS EADEE

Haealth care in this couniry
Is among the best in the world
and has becomae available to
most peopla through the Med-
icaid and Medicare programs.
Advances In medical techno-
logy, such as open heart sur-
gery and kidney dialysis, are
saving tha lives of paopla who
praviously would have died.
Paople are living longer today
than ever before.

However, the cost of medi-
cal services has risen at an in-
cradible rate. In 1950, $12.7
billien, or 4.6% of the gross
natlonal product, was spent on
health care in the U.5, By
1883, $382 billien, or 10.5% of
the GNP was spent.

Maedical costs have risen
threa times faster than the

enaral Inflatlon rate. Since
974, the cost of a hospital
room has risen 12.8% a year.

ESCALATION

One of the reasons for this
escalation in costs Is that most
people's bills are pald for by
third-party payers, so doctors
fasl no gullt In charging ex-
orbitant fees. Because of the
threat of malpractice sulis,
doclors order unnecessary
tests and x-rays to protect
themaalves.

Third-party payers often
rafuse to pay for preventative
haalth care but will pay for
hospital admission. So pa-
tianta are admitted unneces-
garily, and the hospltals make
monay.

Hospitals buy high-tech-
nolegy equipment and expand
in arder to compete for
businass. Thay get the monay
for their ventures by over-
charging third-party payers.

Many panrln on the boards
of trustees of hospitals use
hospital profits to invest in
their own companies—so

our rates go up to support
their business ventures.

The soaring cost of medical
care has kept many of the
working poor from recelving
any health care. 26 miilion
Americans have no insurance
coverage and are not eligible
for Medicaid. And many
people stay on weliare be-
cause they cannot afford o
take a low-paying job and lose
thair Maedicald coverage.
Haalth care costs for them-
salvas and thair children
woluld eat up their wagaes,

This ascalation of haalth

.‘! i ='-r.

DR. DENA
MAGOULIAS
LOOKS AT THE

EFFECT OF THE
RISE IN HEALTH
CARE COSTS

care cosis cannot contlnue for-
ever, Arllrudy private busl- .
nasses have cuf-
ting their nmqrf uf?u
Ono survey found that 33% of
companies have raised the
portion of the medical bill that
employees are required to
take. They hope that this will
discourage thair amployass
from seeking medical care.

SOLUTION

Reagan has developed his
own solution to the dilemma.
Bealdes slashing the Maedicald
and Medicare budgets, he has
alse implameanted soma cost
control programs. The Med-
icaid ayatem haz just adopted
a plan by which hospitals will
only racelve a set payment per
diagnosig, and it won'lt matter
how many days a Medicaid
patient is in the hospital or
how many tests wera per-
formad.

This could lead to Medicaid
patients baing discharged too
goon and thus result in a
decreased quality of cara for
the poor. A pre-admission re-
view system for Medicaid pa-
tlants has also been instituted
8o that the Madicald depari-
maent can decide in advance
whaether they think a certain
admiasion Is justified and
whather they will pay for it.

Reagan has also introduced
in his new budget a copay-
mant system for walfara
patlents to force them to pay
part of thelr medical bills. This
will suraly lead to decreased
cara for the poor who already
cannot afford bare necessities.

In the past there was talk of
a national health insurance
program o cover everyone as
an answer to the medical care
crisis. That talk has baen re-
placed by talk of increased
compatition In the health care
industry and of forcing people
to pay for thair own healith
cara. Thanks to Reagan, we
are heading for an even worse
two-tler systam whaere health
care [s a privilege to be
enjoyed by the rich, O
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El Salvador

election
fraud

REPORT
BY
LANCE SELFA

Ronald Reagan hoped the
Salvadoran elections would
rovide a  ‘‘democratic’
acade to hide the ugly
reality of U.5. policy: in-
ereased military and economic
support for a repressive
rcgEm: which has murdered
almost 50,000 people in the
last five years alone.

FARCE

But the elections are a
farce. “Evcrythin$ is in com-
plete  disorder,””  Roberto
Vieres, a Christian Democratic
voting official declared the
morning of the voting. The
counting of ballots was halted
because of disputes over the
impartiality of those tabula-
ting the figures. Many polling
places had no ballots, dozens
of others were moved without
notice—or didn't even exist.

ik

As we pgo to press, it
appears a runoff election is
likely between Christian
Democrat  Jose  Napoleon
Duarte and the man he called
a “‘Nazi-like fascist,” ARENA
(National  Republican  Al-
liance) head Roberto
D’ Aubuisson, a far-right pol-
itician linked with the death
squads, offers liitle alternative
to El Salvador’s workers and
peasants.

A win by Duarte, a moder-
ate conservative whoe has
pledged to implement land
reform, could provoke a
military coup. Thiz is not a
hypothetical. In 1972, Duarte
won the election and the mili-
tary stole it from him.

A D'Aubuisson win could
unleash an even greater
military reign of terror as
he would move to keep his
promise to ‘‘exterminate”’
the guerrillas fighting the
Salvadoran government.

A D'Aubuisson-led military
mop up campaign would etch
in blood the meaning of

U8, bucked government
froaps carry away another
murdered eivilian

U.5.-backed “democracy’’
in Central America. A military
coup would make a mockery
of Washington's claim that
clections represent “‘another
step forward in the democratic

process.”’
Thus, the military—not
elected politicians—holds

the balance of power in
Salvadoran politics. In 1982,
a right-wing coalition took
power in the newly elected
constituent assembly, the
body which drew up the
country’s election laws. This
coalition prevented Duarte's
election as assembly president
—i position that went to
D’ Aubuisson.

The U.5, government
was forced to work through
the millitary to persuade the
coalition to appoint a *‘moder-
ate,”” Alvaro Magana, as
provisional president.

Military control of Salva-
doran politics is no accident.
Segments of the armed forces
have always maintained close
ties with the coffee barons

BLAMING THE VICTIM
IN BRUTAL RAPE CASE

A year ago, people across
the country were outraged at
the news of the brutal gang
rape of a young mother at a
bar in Mew Bedford, Massa-
chusetts. Today the conviction
of four rapists has led to large
rallies of supporters who be-
lieve that because the rape
victim allegedly had a drink
and flirted with one of her at-
tackers, she deserved to
be raped,

News coverage of the trials
during February and March
gleefully reported each sup-
posed flirtation and friendly or
sexual remark made by the
vietim to one of the men who
then raped her. Witnesses,
including the bartenders, ad-

mitted that she was carried off

_FIGHTING WORDS

“*Revolutions are festivals of the oppressed and the ¢
of the people in a position to come forward 5o actively as creators of a new social order, asat a
. peaple are capable of performing miracles, {f judged by

time of revolution. At such times the ] g
the limited, philistine yardsticks of gradualist progress.

by CELIA PETTY

screaming and that she was
held down while at least four
men raped her and tried to
force her to have oral sex with
them. Two of the men who
cheered their friends on and
prevented others from helping
the woman were acquitted.
The four rapists were con-
victed.

Every time a rape trial is
used to expose a woman's
sexual activity, the number of
reported rapes decreases in
that community. Because of
the national publicity during
this case, thousands of rape
victims may be intimidated
and afraid to report assaulls.

The notion that friendly, flir-
tatious or sexually active
women deserve rape is one of
the most brutal, degrading
aspects of sexist society.
Because the rapists were
Portuguese immigrants (as
was the victim, the prosecu-
ting attorney and about half of
the jurors) supporiers are
claiming that the convictions
are the result of prejudice.
Portuguese workers in New
Bedford and nearby Fall River
clearly have suffered from dis-
crimination. But this is a clear
case of a degrading, violent
attack on a woman who
neither deserved the assault
by the men who raped her nor
the attack by the press that
tried her. 0

sploited. At no other time are the masses

¥.1. Lenin, 1905

who have controlled the Sal-
vadoran economy throughout
the 20th century. And in the
same period, the U.S. military
has stood epaulet-to-epaulet
with the Salvadoran military.

Between 1950 and 1980 the
U.S. supplied El Salvador’s
military with %$16.9 million
in ald. Since 1980, the U.S.
has shipped almost 12 times
the amount of military aid
to El Salvador as it provided
in the previous 30 years.

Under the sponsorship of
the U.S. Auinm:y for Interna-
tional Development (USAID)
——gupposed a benevolent
program of U.5. ‘‘economic”’
aid—the U.S. spent 3$2.1
million to train and equip
the Salvadoran police.

The Salvadoran police and
military, not to mention the
paramilitary death squads,
built, trained and equipped
with U.S. aid, are responsible
for the deaths of 50,000 Sal-
vadorans in the last five
years.

While speaking in favor of
the ‘“‘democratic process,”’
the U.S. actively promotes
forces which are the chief
obstacles to the most minimal
democratic reforms.

It is little wonder that the
FMLN-FDR, the guerrilla
alliance which controls about
one-third of the country,
called for a boycott of the
March elections, branding
them a ‘‘farce."’

DEBATE

The U.S. congressional
debate over aid to El Salvador
must be understood in these
terms.

Congressional  Democrats
held up Rm;%an's emergenc
request for $93 million in mil-
itary aid to the Salvadoran
government  because that
government appears unwilling
to curb the death squads.

Reagan realized he couldn’t
get a blank check for mili-
tary aid from Congress. He
reduced his aid request to
$68.5 million—still an in-
crease over 1983's aid figure
of $61 million. The adminis-
tration has pledged to support
the Salvadoran government,
whatever its character. 5o
even if Congress cuts off aid,
the administration would find
“covert’”” ways to skirt re-

sirictions.

The Reagan-Democratic
tussle over Salvadoran aid
is a debate over means (o
achicve the same ends. If
human rights are not guarded
more diligently, the Demo-
crats argue, the guerrillas will
gain strength.

To Reagan, there is only one
way to prevent the guerrillas
from growing  stronger:
providing the Salvadoran
army with enough firepower
to crush them.

In late March, while Reagan
chided ‘‘naive and down-
right phony’ human rights
mfvnnﬂtas for  “'pursuing
policies that lead to the
overthrow of less-than-perfect
democracies by  Marxist
dictatorships,”’ the Democrats
Mondale and Hart taunted
each other over who would
best defend U.S. influence.

U.S. policy in El Salvador is
committed to preventing
“instability,”’ upholding an
“‘grder”” which has meant
misery and death to Salva-
doran workers and peasants.
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AT&T gives Baltimore
workers stark choices

BALTIMORE, MD—It's defi-
nite—3,500 electrical workers
will be laid off hare. On March
14, AT&T made the long
fearad announcement that it Is
closing down the old Wastarn
Elactric copper cable works,
AT&T had already lald off
2,300 workers in tha apparatus
shop at the Bailtimore plant.
Now evaeryona must go.

And for 3,500 workers, tha
cholces are stark. Even for tha
lucky faw that ATAT will ra-
locate to jobs in other cities.

820 amployess have been
thirty years on tha job at the
plant. They will be eligible
for pansalona, but most of their
fallow workers face the un-=
employmeant lina.

SHOCK

The shock hasn't worn off
yet,’" sald union presidant
Walter Taylor. ‘‘But they are
going to wake up one marning
and realize they have no fu-

by STEVE CROSS

ture in Baltimore."'

AT&T has promised to re-
locate some workers to jobs in
othar citles, but It's a tough
decision to move—avan for
the few accepted.

It means uprooting from
eommunity and frlends. And
only those with 15 years or
mora senlority will ba eligible
for apecial moving and housae-
hunting benefita. There are
600 workera with lass than 15
years. And workers who relo-
cate to new Jobs will have to
start again at antry lavals with
wage reductions of $120-150
par woak.,

And they don't know how
long they'd be able to keep
thair new Jobs anyway. The
Bailtimore Works Is just one of
four major plants AT&T is
closing—Including the Haw-
thorne plant In Chicago and

The prosecution rested its
case and the defense began
the process of proving to a
Winston-Salem, N.C, jury that
nine Klan and Nazi members
did not violate the civil rights
of five members of the Com-
munist Workers Party.

The fascists are accused of
killing the five during a No-
vember 3, 1979 anti-Klan
rally.

In an earlier trial, the
Klansmen were acquitted of
murder charges, but were
later recharged with civil
rights violations carrying the
penalty of life imprisonment.

The prosecution called near-
ly 80 witnesses to establish
that the Klansmen and Nazis
fired the first 11 of the 39
shots in the B8-second gun
battle.

The defense had tried to
prove that the anti-Klan dem-
onstrators fired first, and that
the fascists only fired in self-
defense.

REVEALED

The trinl also revealed that a
police informant and former
FBI agent, Eddie Dawson, had
encournged Nazi and Klan
members to take weapons to
the demonstration and pro-
voked the confrontation. Daw-
son also misled the police by
telling them that the incident
would occur at the end of the
to the demonstration at its
demonstration. Dawson him-
self took the armed Klansmen

by AZAR HANIF

beginning,

The current trial is bringing
to light something not em-
phasized in the original trial—
the length to which the Klan
will go in fighting against any
struggle for equal rights.

In their boldest step in sev-
eral decades, the Klan shot a
number of people in front of
witnesses and television cam-
eras.

There is also evidence, only
touched upon in the trial, that
the Klan may have been as-
sisted by Greensboro police
and the U.5. Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tebacco and Firearms.

Marching in Greensboro, 1950

Esskay workers alse face the
prospect of unemployment

tha Kernay Works in New Jer-
gey. And ATAT Is trimming 27
other facllities in 16 states.

WHY

Maybe that's why the com-
pany didn’t bother to tell thair
independent alactrical work-
ers unlon that It was closing
down until the afternoon of the
announcamant.

Thousands of  workers
around the country have been
axperiencing such plant clos-
ings and relocations, The
many alectrical workera In
Baltimore who will ba forced
onto the unamployment line
will be joining 5,000 shipyard
workers already thera.

Baltimora maatcutters at

the Easkay Company won a
strike last fall, but now the
packing plant is packing Itaelf
up and moving down to Vir-
ginla whera the pay s lass and
unlons are scarce. Evaryona
laments the catastrophe of in-
dustrial decline in Baltimora.
But the bosses' real priority
seams only too clear in an an-
nouncement made the day af-
ter AT&T said it was leaving
town.

Last June, an investment
company won a contract to

BY ANY MEANS NECESSARY:
BLACK POLITICS IN AMERICA

buy and rejuvenate the mori-
bund inner harbor Key High-
way dock. It promised to cra-
ate 1,300 joba at tha shipyard.

By now thae spaculators
want to revige thair plan. They
have presumably dreamaed all
along of more rewarding mon-=
umants to their afforta than
shipyard jobs.

if thalr plan succeeds, 400
waealthy Baltimorians will have
juxury high-rise condomini-
uma on tha scanic waterfront
of a historic harbor.

TRIAL SHOWS COPS
COLLABORATED
IN KLAN MURDERS

The evidence clearly shows
that police did nothing to
prevent the bloodbath, even
though they had been in-
formed by Dawson that vio-
lence would occur.

The government's involve-
ment has not been addressed
in this trial. So a coalition of
evil libertarians has called for
a third trial to determine
whether the government vio-
lated the civil rights of the
anti-Klan demonstrators.,

A determination that the
government did violate their
civil rights would make it
harder for the government to
assist others in violating the
first amendment right fto
assemble without being shot
dead. Ll

A Klan cross burning
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NOT-SO-NEW
DEMOCRATS

JACKSON’S CAMPAIGN ONLY

AIDS THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Jasse Jackson has donae well enough in the
primaries so far to remain in the race for the
Demoeratle Party's Presidential nomination.
He won 19% of the vote in Alabama, 21% In
Georgia, nearly 30% in Mississippl, 20% In
Arkansas, 25% In South Carolina.

And he has shown that he can do well not
just In the south—he won 21% of the vote in
Illinois—on the strength of a large Black
turnout In Chicago, where he won 70% of
Black votes, according to the polls.

On the basis of such successaes, there are
many on the left today who belleve that a real
strategy for change—indeed, the only stra-
tegy to some—Is to register Blacks and get
out the vote for Jacksen. Thay argue that this
is the way to move the Democratic Party to
the left. Ttull is how the Democratic Party can
be forced to take tha problams of unemploy-
mant, raclsm and poverty seriously.

“PROGRESSIVE"

Some of the advoecates of such a strategy
¢ontend that all Black politiclans are mora
“progressive’’ than white politicians, and
therafora deserve support. A prime advocate
of the Black alectoral strategy, Democratic
Soclalists of America leader Manning Mara-
ble, says, **The political center of the Black
movement Is essentially an American version
of social democracy."’

But a large measure of myopia about the
Biack candidates is necessary 1o sustain such
a perspoctive. Jesse Jackson has been in-
volvad in mainstream Democratic Party poli-
tics for 20 years. Ha has endorsed every
Democratic Presidential candidate since
1988, when he first emerged as a Black poli-
tical leader after Martin Luther King's death.

Jackson ia not as interested in moving the
Democratic Party to the left as he is In streng-
thening the hold of the Democratic Party over
the Black community—and strengthening his
own position within the party. He says he will
register hundrads of thousands of Blacks who
will vote for the Democrats. He says he will
not run as an Independent (and he most de-
finitely will not be the Democratic Party’'s
Presidential candidate). Instead, he says, *'|
will put Jet fuel in my butt and campaign for
my party's nominga.’’

‘l‘gn idea that the Demaocratic Party is flexi-

bla—that It can be reshapad without a genar-
al and major change in the nation’s political
situation—Is completely mistaken. The Dem-
ocratic Party Is a capitalist party. The vast
majority of ita finances come from big busi-
ness. Its leaders are capitalists and their
associates. It has always ropresented the In-
terests of capitalism.

OBSTACLE

Far from the party’s role as a vehicla for
change, it has always been an obstacle for
any movement aimed at winning reforms. In
1984, for example, the Damocratic National
Committee offered thousands of dollars to
southern clvil rights organizers for voter
registration campaigns. But the party king-
pins laid down one condition—that civil
rights workers would curtail sit-ins, marches
and demonstirations—the very tactics which
had begun to break down southern racial
segregation, but which would ‘‘antagonize’
the racist southern politiclans whose favor
the party bosses wantad 1o ratain.

And far from being less militaristic than
the Republicans, the Democrats are actually
more likely to involve the U.S. military
abroad. A Democrat has occupled the Whita

House when avery major American war was

started in this century.

Jesse Jackson's aim is to join the power
brakers of this party. Since he is not a big
capitalist himsalf, he needs something else
as a bargaining chip—Black votes. Thus, he
must organize Blacks into the Democratic
Party. He must foster illusions in the possi-
bility of changing American politics through
a capltallst party.

SUCCEEDED

Primary results show that Jackson has suc-
ceeded in bringing large numbers of Black
voters into the Democratic Party, many of
whom voted for the first time, Chicago’s 1983
mayoral election showed the same pattern.

The important question remains: ‘‘For
what?"’ Bringing thousands of Blacks Into the
Democratic Party enhances Jackson’s posi-
tion. But the character of the party will not be
changed one bit—nor will the real interests of
Blacks be served.

REPORT BY LANCE SELFA AND JOE ALLEN

GARY HART:

A MEDIA

Democrat Gary Hart, who
insists he's campaigning for
“new ideas,”’ surprised
many with his early upset
primary victories over -Wal-
ter Mondale last month.

Hart's wins symbolized a
victory for ‘'style’ over
“substance’’ in politics. His
carefully-constructed  tele-
vision image of youth, in-
telligence and Kennedy-style
“vigor'' appealed to many
voters who had gotten bored

with the all-but-coronated
Mondale. Under the media
spotlight, Hart  burned
Mondale.

But, on closer look, Hart's
“‘new ideas'’ or ‘‘neoliberal-
ism'’ are old idens repack-
aged. He admires “‘entre-
preneurship’’ and “‘private-
gector initiative’'—senti-
ments that would warm even
the coldest Reaganite's
heart. To him, union wages
and govcrnmunt anti-poverty
programs harm the ‘‘na-
tional interest.”’

LABOR

Hart has spent much time
eriticizing Mondale’s  ties
with  ““special  interest”

roups, especially organizéd
abor, His record shows he
opposed the 1979 Chrysler
bail-out Pl;m and ‘‘domestic
content’”  legislation—both
top items on labor’s legisla-
tive shopping list.

He did not oppose protec-
tionism out of a sense of in-
ternational solidatity with
workers, but because, he
argued, these proposals
damaged U.5. “'international
competitiveness, '’ When
voting against the Chrysler

lan, he announced: *'This
egislation contradicts the
basic tenets of free enter-
prise that once characterized
our nation’s economy. "’

His plans call for labor-
management cooperation to
boost U.S5. competitiveness
in the world economy. As he
told Business Week, for
workers this means: “‘Labor
defers its wage demands or
conditions them on producti-
vity or the profitability of the
industry involved.”” In the
era of limits, Hart argues,

everybody must sacrifice
something.
““Atari Democrat’’ Hart

banks on high-technology
‘sunrise’ industries to lead
the productivity boom he en-
visions for the U.5. economy.
He is prepared to write off
unproductive ‘“‘sunset’” in-
dustries—heavy industry
such as steel and auto—and
their workers.

He is willing to provide
high-tech companies with
some tax breaks to finance
job retraining for displaced
workers—a program Hart
adopted from computer giant
TR&. Inc. But even a Hart
campaign advisor conceded
that Hart's policies could de-
stroy more jobs with automa-

CANDIDATE

tion than they would create.
MILITARY

The Colorado Senator has
become a military policy ex-

ert, supporting a ‘‘leaner,
Emar(erﬂprnilitary. He has
opposed some of the most
wasteful  military  boon-
doggles like the MX missile
and the B-1 bomber. But he
is committed to a 4% annual
increase in military spendin
for ‘‘effective protection o
our historical national securi-
ty interests.”’

In the Middle East, ‘‘na-
tional security’’ to Hart
means increased support for
Israel=for reasons indistin-
guishable from Ronald Rea-
gan's., ‘“‘Without Israel,”
Hart told a meeting of the
Conference of Presidents of
Jewish  Organizations on
March 21, ‘‘the map of the
Middle East might long since
have turned red, and Soviet
cxpnnsinnium would con-
tinue unchecked.”

Recently, Mondale has
tried to outflank Hart on the
right—especially on Hart's
opposition to U.5. military
intervention  in  Ceniral
America and Lebanon. But
on the question of support
for liberation struggles, the
Coloradan is no sweetheart.

As President, Hart would
refuse contact with the Pal-
estine Liberation Organiza-
tion, he said, *‘until and un-
less the PLO rejoins civil-
ization.”

It is no accident that the
bulk of Hart's support iIn
New England and in Illinois
came from affluent, highly
educated white voters, They
are the people who would
benefit from a Hart presiden-
cy. In Hart’s high-tech uto-
pia, Blacks and workers are
the biggest losers.

RECORD

Hart's Senate voting rec-
ord shows he served the af-
fluent well, For example, he
supported the sub-minimum
wage proposals for youth and
deregulation of natural gas
prices—policies which dam-
age the pocketbooks of the
poorest people in the U.S.

And in 1981, when Reagan
proposed the largest cut-
backs in programs for the
poor, Hart said he “"support-
ed budget cuts that were
aimed at the level the Presi-
dent proposed.”’

Media hype and adver-
tising image-making can
leave a gloss on Hart’s poli-
cies, But they cannot change
the fact that his policies are
neither ‘‘fresh'’ nor *‘new.”’

If Americans take Hart,
they are likely to face a rerun
of the Carter years. If voters
choose Carter’s vice presi-
dent Mondale, they are likely
to face a rerun of the Carter
years. But it's a rerun of a
program that offers nnthirg
to workers or the poor.,
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Talking about socialism
-

“peacefully if we may,
forcibly if we must”

One of the main charges
against revolutionary social-
ists is that we want to use vio-
lence to change the world.
Phrases like “"the need to re-
ject violence as a means to
political ends’’ are common
arguments against revolution.

Most of the time these argu-
ments are the rankest hypo-
crisy. When they come from
supporters of the government,
they cannot be taken too seri-
ously. The government is will-
ing to use violence to wage
war in Central America, to
crush strikes and to maintain
law and order in Miami.

The real argument is not
about whether you favor using
violence for political ends, but
what political ends you are
prepared to use violence for.

or the official political
parties the matter is simple:
they will justify the use of any
degree of violence to ensure
that the present system of
soclety survives,

For us it is equally clear: we
are prepared to use violence in
order to end the existing sys-
tem which is violent to its
core.

REASON

The reason we hold this
position is not because we are
bloodthirsty fiends, but be-
cause we recognize how the
world is changed.

We believe that it is very
unlikely that the current ruling
class will give up their control
without a fight. Maybe they
will, but the lesson of history
and of theory is that they
will not,

We base our strategy on
what is probable. We know
that class war will continue
until capitalism is ended. We
think it very likely that at some
point in the future, the ruling
class will use the armed

by COLIN SPARKS

power of the state to try to
smash the organizations of the
working class. We do not in-
tend to lie down and let them
drive right over us.

If they surrender without a
fight, well and good. There
will be no need for violence.
But if they start shooting,
workers must be prepared to
shoot back. To rule out that
possibility from the start is to
surrender the war before even
fighting the first battle.

PACIFISTS

It is at this point that we
meet our genuine critics—the
real pacifists. They will argue
that everything we say about
the capitalist parties is quite
true, but we are just as bad
becnuse all violence is wrong,

The pure pacifist is rate.
Most people, when pressed,
will admit that there are some
circumstances in which vio-
lence is justified. But when
the pacifist view is genuinely
held, it has to be recognized as
a profoundly humane re-
sponse to the horror of organ-
ized murder. Unfortunately, it
is also pml‘nundlf reactionary,

Essentially it is an abstract
moral argument. It says that
there is a single absolute rule
for human conduct which
everyone must obey, no mai-
ter what situation confronts
them. We reject that notion.

For us, all morality, all rules
of conduct and laws have to be
geen in a class context,

As Anatole France once put
it, ““The laws of France, with
majestic impartiality, forbid
both the beggar and the mil-
lionaire to sleep under the
bridges of Paris.”

One class’s meat is another
class's poison, and so too with

CLUW: very little

CHICAGO, IL—Ten years
ago 3,200 working women met
here to found the Coalition
of Labor Union Women
(CLUW). At the anniversary
celebration on March 22,
1984, CLUW President
Joyce Miller declared, “The
strides we've made in 10 short
years give us heart to face
another decade of challenges
with hope and resolve.”’

Which strides are those,
Joyce? The 10 years since
CLUW's founding have seen
a steady decline in the con-
ditions facing working women.
The wage gap between men
and women continues to
widen. Women now make an
average of $.57 to a man’s
dollar.

This is despite the fact
that many more women
work today. In 1974 there were
33 million women in the
work force. Today there arec
41 million, or 40% of all
women over the age of 16,
About 70% of all these
women work full time.

Most women work beécause
they have to. Mearly 2/3 ol
all women workers are single,
divorced or separated, widow-

e — L —
by CHRISTINA BAKER

ed or have husbands with
incomes of less than 57,000
a year.

SEGREGATED

Only about 12% of women
workers are in unions, com-
pared to 33% of male workers.
And women remain segreg-
ated in sex-stercotyped jobs.
Two-thirds of all working
women are in occupations
that are over 60% female.

The massive cutbacks in
social services have made
a bad situation even worse.
The economic, social and

olitical picture facing work-
ng women today is more
serious than that which gave
rise to CLUW ten years ago.

From its inception, CLUW
was a battleground with the
bureaucrats on one side and
those (many of them social-
ists) who wanted a militant,
rank and file controlled or-
ganization on the other.

Socialists and rank and
filers argued lor & group
that would fight for working
women's rights. In the early

violence, The ruling class de-
fines certain sorts of violence
as legitimate and certain sorts
as wrong. Stick a knife in a
brutal husband and you go
to prison. Neglect a safety
regulation and kill half a
dozen workers and you pget
fined a tiny sum.

Shoot a policeman in =«
scuffle and you get 25 years.
Shoot an unarmed youth and
fracture his skull and, if you
arec a cop, the judge makes
sure you get off scot free,

And that holds good for
political violence too. If you
blow up an oil refinery in
Nicaragua, Reagan will call it
a victory for freedom, Do the
same in El Salvador and you
become a vile terrorist.

By rejeciing all forms of
political violence, the sincere
pacifist actually ensures that
the present state of affairs will
continue indefinitely, Colossal
warfare, famine and- disease
will go on and on,

HORROR

In order to end that horror,
it will probably be unavoidable
that we use violence. What
matters for us is which class
benefits from such actions.

The violence of the South
African state in Soweto is de-
signed to ensure the continua-
tion of apartheid. The vio-
lence of the African National
Congress is designed to end it,

The equation holds equally
true for the British army and
the IRA in Ireland,

The Chartists had a slogan:
“Peacefully if we may. Forci-
bly if we must.”” We too hold
that view.

Unfortunately for us, we
have seen another 150 years of
ruling ¢lass atrocities, and in
ouf view it is far more likely to
be the “‘must’’ part of the slo-
gan we will have toacton.  [J

Kirkland and Miller

days of CLUW, these women
involved their chapters in
strike support, union organi-
zing drives and the defense of
women who had been unjustly
fired.

RESTRAINED

By June, 1975, the group
had 3,800 members, but
the leadership had effectively
restrained the actlvists by
passing a rule that CLUW
members could not engage in
activities against an employer
without consent of the union
involved.

Since the union bureaucrats
did not want picketing or any
other activity out of their
gontrol, this meant that CLUW
chapters were held back from
providing any meaningful
support to women workers.
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Finish That Alrport . . .
The sites of Grenada cap-
tivated Secretary of State
George Schultz after a visit
there. ''The terrain is more
rugged than I imagined,”
he said. *'But it is certainly
a lovely plece of r:Ell

1 8.0 0.0 8.8 8

estate.”’

Stop the Killing?

The State Department
has replaced the word

“killing" in its human
rights reports, referrin
now to “‘unlawful or arbi-
trary deprivation of life.”’ A
department  official  ex-
plained, “We found the
term ‘killing’ too broad."’ [

Eaay for Youto Say ...
Peter J. Pestillo, Ford
Motor Co. vice president
for labor-management rela-
tions, has asked UAW
President Owen Beiber to
convince workers that the
auto industry ‘‘can’t af-
ford"” wage increases de-
spite record $6.1 billion
profits.

*1 understand Owen's
problem,” Pestillo said.
“It's a very difficult choice

pure democracy to make.’

Welcome o 20th Century
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legislature struck a blow for
social progress on March 22
when it approved the 19th
Amendment to the U.5.
Constitution. The 1%th
Amendment, which grant-
ed women the right to vote
was adopted, over the ob-
jections of Mississippi and
Delaware, in 1918, O

Thanks a Lot . . .

William Coors, brewe
boss of one of the most anti-
labor companies in the
U.5., recently addressed a
conference of  minority
businessmen. He said that
Black Afrieca’s problems are
rooted in *'n lack of intellec-
tual capacity . . . One of the
best things they (slave trad-
ers) did for you s to drag
your ancestors over here
in chains.” [_I

»

»*
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Sexist Male Order . . . i

American capitalists *

never fail to embrace the M

rossest schemes if a buck ‘_
15 to be made, Take the ex-
ample of 50 highly success-
ful mail order firms who
supply Asian brides for
American men. Says one
customer: “‘It's the same

thing as when Ford and *
General Motors keep turns
ing out bad products. You
turn to the Japanese.” [J
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to offer women

The first Constitutional
Convention of CLUW, held in
December, 1975, was opened
with a prayer appealing to
God to help the leadership to
prevent *dissidents’’ from
disrupting the convention.

The meeting was packed
with paid staffers and dele-

ates who had been told
{‘hnt if they didn’t vote proper-
ly, their union wouldn’t pay
their convention costs.

With the passage of a con-
stitution  which  severely
limited CLUW's goals and
activities, all hope that the
group could be a fighting tool
for rank and file women was
destroyed.

Today the rhetoric of CLUW
continues to raise many of
the most important issues
for working women. The
theme of the 1984 convention
was affirmative action. The
group still talks about or-
ganizing the unorganized,
fighting for full employment
and comprehensive  child
care, and organizing around
occupational  health  and
safety,

But the work of CLUW is
legislative and aimed at the

41 million women work

upper
For the

labor,
there
have been gains. A growing
number of unions have elected

echelons  of
bureaucrats,

women to their executive
boards and a handful of
women have been appointed
to the standing committees
of the ArFu-Cl0. For the vasi
majority of women workers,
CLUW has very little to offer.
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Central American elections
will not solve the crisis

The next twelve months
could be labeled the year of
elections in Central America.
El Salvador, after the presi-
dential elections of March 25,
is set for a run-off between
Duarte, the Christlan Demo-
crat, and D' Aubuisson, of the
far-right ARENA party.

In  Panama, presidential
elections are scheduled for
May. Elections are set for July
in Guatemala. In Nicaragua,
the Sandinistas plan to hold
elections in November, two
days before the U.S. presiden-
tial elections. U.S5. policy on
the “‘threat to democracy’ in
Central America is becoming a
hotter issue as the U.5. Presi-
dential campaign intensifies.

FORCES

While all of these elections will
have an effect on the balance of
forces in this volatile region, they
will also divert attention from the
deep currents of unrest which
cannot be resolved by any num-
ber of ballots cast.

For the maszses of workers,
peasants and unemployed
throughout Central America,
elections have provided no solu-
tlons for inequality and poverty.
Whenever popular candidates
have won and shown real poten-
tinl for change, the army=—usually
with support from the U.S.—has
intervened to restore the status
quo.

The problem is not a lack of
progressive-minded oliticians
with new ideas. It is simply im-
possible to solve Central Ameri-
ca's crises of hunger and mal-
nutrition, human rights viola-
tions, unemployment and land-
lessness through existing elec-
toral mechanisms and governing
institutions,

Juan Bosch tried it in the Domi-
nican Republic. The U.5. invaded
the lsland to *‘prevent another
Cuba.' Jacobo Arbenz tried it in
Guatemala, The result was a CIA-
funded and directed invasion
which overthrew the popular re-
gime. Where direct military inter-
vention is not feasible, the U.5.

i

Britain’'s miners are on strike for the firs

can resort to other means to pro-
ject its power into the reglon,

CLOUT

One example |s the use of inter-
national financial clout. Within
inteenational financial institutions
that control loans erucial to econo-
mic development in regions like
Central America, the U.5. often
enjoys virtual veto power, When
adlvador  Allende, the democra-
tically elected president of Chile,
attempted to take Chile down an
electoral path to socialism, the
U.S. intervened in international
cradit markets and development
banks to deny Chile needed loana,

This same strategy backs up
U.5. military pressure on Nicara-
gua. The January Mexico and
Central America Report cites
seven cases since 1982 in which
the U.5. either voted against or
vetoed loans for development pro-
jects in Nicaragua, such as techni-
cal assistance for agriculture, hy-
dro-electric power projects and
fishing industry cooperatives. In
each case, the U.5. justified its
position by pointing to what it
called “‘inappropriate macro-
economic policy.”” The loans in
question totaled $82.6 million.

ALONE

Nicaragun I3 not alone. Be-
tween 1975 and 1984, the U.S.
cast negative votes or abstentions
against development loans to

onduras, Costa Rica and Mexico
totaling $298.5 million. In short,
the international financial muscle
of the U.5. means that a detailed
programmatic U.5. presence is
projected into the very offices of
economic policy making in the
capitals of supposedly sovereign
Central American nations.

Control over access to capital,
the use of military force or the
threat of it, the use of proxy ar-
mies and covert intelligence oper-
ations and control over military
aid technology combine to make
the U.5, government so pervasive
in Central America that it some-
times backfires. This was the case
when the Carter administration
attempted to bring the Guate-
malan regime into line with its
human rights policies. The ensu-

|ﬂ..l' }
t time since 1974.

i

ANALYSIS BY BILL STANT

ing frosty U.5.-Guatemalan rela-

* tions were only & minor inconven-
ience, however, since arms and
military advice were easily chan-
neled through the back door:
Israel and Argentina.

EVIDENCE

As ever more evidence links
him with the death squads, how-
ever, the Reagan adminiatration
cannot politically afford to sup-
port him. Mosat of the "left,”’ on

More than 80
closures of the government-owned pits have taken jobs from 46,000
miners. It is one of the,most important fightbacks against Thatcher.

o -

the other hand, have taken to the
hills as guerrillas or have gone
underground or into exile, de-
ending on which side of the
‘MLN-FDR division they fall on.

The FMLN-FDR consists of so-
cial democrats, dissident Chris-
tian Democrata, independents
and “‘communists.”” Their past
attempis to participate in elec-
tions met with both fraud and
right-wing violence,

Guillermo Ungo, an FDR lead-
er, ran in 1972 as Duarie’s run-
ning mate. According to Ungo,
“We won the most votes, but we
lost the election. As usual, the ar-
my's candidate won through
fraud. Perhaps we wouldn't be at
war today if the army—and the
United States—had respected the
results of that election. So please,
no lectures from Wuhington on
the ‘democratic process!’ ™

SUPPORT

Domestic support for Reagan's
El Salvador policy depends upon
the ability of conservatives to
raise the specter of communlsm
and depict the FMLN-FDR as
something it is not—a puppet of
Moscow's "“proxies” in Havana
and Managua. So long as they
succeed, Reagan can both invoke
*‘national security’’ to defend his
policy through support for Duarte
and the Christian Democrats and
portray his policy as a moderate
course between two extremes,

Duarte provides just the re-
formist image needed to prop up
the democratic facade held up to
the U.5. electorate. He calls for a
“peaceful revolution' mroth
structural reforms which would,
in theory, increase social justice
and popular participation in na-
tional affales. His rhetoric s
populist and he takes a soft line
on guerrillas. ' We have to under-
stand that these gentlemen with
guns have a reason to go up to the
mountaing. "’

Such statements may win Duar-
te some votes from guerrilla sym-
pathizers, but in practice they
amount to hot air. Any serlous at-
tempt to negotiate with the guer-
rillas without direct U.5. partici-

ation would be vetoed Ey the

.5, and the army. The U.5. still
hopes for a military defeat of the
FMLN-FDR through a dual stra-
tegy of isolating l?\Iirc.fmu,um and
increasing ald to the El Salvador-
an army.

The first part of the sirategy
seems to have worked, After the

Top: D'Aubuisson. Above: U. 5, backed contras, Left: Duarte

invasion of Grenada, the Sandin-
istas shut down the FMLN-FDR
in Managua. Under pressure
from Cuba, they initiated a diplo-
matic offensive aimed at the Con-
tadora Group (Mexico, Venezuela,
Panama, Colombia), They set up
elections for this fall and granted
concessions  to  their  internal
opposition.

he Sandinistas avoided mili-
tary confrontation with Honduras
by ignoring provocations, They
told the Salvadoran guerrillns to
pursue a negotiated seitloment as
their best chance, offered only
verbal support to leftists in Hon-
duras nm:r severed links with the
guerrillas in Guatemala.

HOPES

The hopes of many in the U.S.
and European left have been
tdaghed as the Sandinista shift to a
national solution as their main
sirategy.

In El Salvador, on the other
hand, U.S5. Eulicy has reached an
impasse. The hope was that a
Duarte victory in the March elec-
tion would give the U.5. some
breathing room. The Christian
Democrats would pursue a lmit-
ed land reform to win the peas-
ants, the landless and the rural
workers away from the guerriilas,
With a clean Christian Demo-
cratic image restored, the army
and itz U.5, advisors could carry
on their war.

But El Salvador has not been
able to turn the table as planned
for any mote than brief perlods.
Sections of the army have desert-
ed or refused to fight. Officers
have deseried their troops in the
heat of battle. FMLN-liberated
zones have grown in slze and the
guerrillas have carried out sabo-
tage missions such as blowing up
bridges on the Pan American
Highway.

ELECTIONS

In the 1982 elections, the mid-
dle clagses swung to the far right
and D’Aubuiszon was elected
president of the consiituent as-
sembly. Since then the assembly
has systematically opposed any
land reform. This was followed by
the refusal of the country’s larg-
est peasant union to support the
March elections.

For all the ballots they might
cast, the people of Central Ameri-
ca will still face the same funda-
mental problems after the elee-
tions arc over, U
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DAYS OF HOPE
IN PORTUGAL

IN APRIL 1974 THE HATED CAETANO REGIME WAS
OVERTHROWN—AND THE PORTUGUESE REVOLUTION
BEGAN. FOR ATIME, THE SPECTER OF WORKERS*

POWER WAS RAISED IN EUROPE. BILL ROBERTS LOOKS

AT THE MEANING AND LESSONS OF PORTUGAL.
The Revolution Begins

The Portuguese revolution
began in Africa. In 1960, the
Portuguese government found
itself facing guerrilla move-
ments in two of its colonies—
Angola and Mozambique. In
1964, a liberation movement
began in Guinea-Bissau,

By 1974, half the state bud-
get was pgoing towards its
colonial wars, An occupying
army of 200,000 was needed
just to keep pace, and still the
end was not in sight. The fasec-
ist regime of Caetano, suc-
cesgor to long time dictator,
Salazar, had been unable to
establish a neo-colonial ap-
roach to the African hold-
ngs, as Britain had in Kenya,
for example.

The drain on resources and
the national economy were
heavy. By late 1973, inflation
was running at 30% a year.
Portugal’s infant mortality
rate was the highest in Europe
and its wages were the lowest.

‘The inability of the old re-
gime to deal with the real cri-
sis was the prerequisite for a
revuluﬁunur_\' situation. As
Lenin noted, '‘When it is im-
possible for the ruling classes
to maintain their rule without
any change; when there is a
crisis, in one form or another,
among the ‘upper classes,” a
crisis in the policy of the ruling
class, leading to a fissure

through which the discontent
and indignation of the op-
pressed classes bursts forth.

For a revolution to take place,
it is usually insufficient for the
‘lower classes not to want’ to
live in the old way; it is also
necessary that ‘the upper
classes should be unable’ to
live in the old way."' Portugal
had reached this stage.

PUBLICATION

It was the Publicntinn of
General Spinola’s book, Portu-
gal and the Future, that
opened the gates for action.
As a supporter of Hitler and
Franco and as the governor of
Guinea-Bissau, he had the
congervative credentiala nec-
essary to openly criticize the
status quo. Although vague on
particulars, he raised the op-
tion of a non-military solution
to the unending problems in
the colonial territories.

The Armed Forces Move-
ment grew out of a widespread
dissatisfaction among middle-
rank officers. Their pay was
low and most had served three
of more tours in the war
Zones,

Spinola and the liberal back-
ers of Portugal’s business see-
tor planned a gradual shift to-
wards necessary reforms.
They called for elections in
one year, But for the MFA
there was one reform that
could not wait. They feared a
reversal by the repressive ap-
paratus of Caetano’s regime
and demanded that the hated
secret police (PIDE) be dis-
banded. The day after the
coup, Spinola announced the
end of PIDE. Immediately,
known members of PIDE were
chased through the streets as
the fury of years of oppression
burst forth,

The moment the coup and
purge began, it took on a life
of its own. In the factories and
in the streets, workers turned
on those who had held them
down for years. All the old ties
snapped and a movement of
radicalization began.,

Paralleling the crisis of Por-
1uguu:\:u cap talism at the top,
there was a wave of strikes
prior to the coup., These were
met with the usual severe re-

pression by the company man-
agers and the state. After the
coup, strikes spread rapidly.
In May, 1974, 200,000 were on
strike in the key sectors of tex-
tiles, shipbuilding, transport,
banking and hotels. Their de-
mands were for better wages
and conditions as well as a
purging (saneamento) of man-
n;r.':ment elements connected
with the fascist regime.

Factories were occupied,
and by the end of June, signi-
ficant advances in ridding the
workplaces of fascist elements
had been made. A minimum
wage was established and the
movement was still growing.
Workers commitiees were be-
ing set up, and they began to
run some of the factories.

But the owners did not give
up without a fight. Some
closed their doors hoping for
calm to return. Others, like
ITT and Timex, started to
withdraw capital. Right-wing
units of the police and army
were hired to break strikes or
occupations, As the number of
factory closings increased, so
did the occupations. By Au-
gust, over 300 businesses had
been taken over by workers.

The economic struggles
grew into political struggles
and vice versa. Rosa Luxem-
burg noted that in a revolu-
tionary period, "“‘The move-
ment does not go only in one
direction, from an economic to
a political struggle, but also in
the opposite direction. Every
important political mass ac-
tion, after reaching its peak,
results in a series of ecdnomic
mass strikes . . . The workers'
constant economic struggle
against capital sustains them
at every pause in the political
battle.”

DEMANDS

From the beginning, the
political and economic de-
mands were closely linked.
Because the corporate state
meant control over every level
of life, a complete saneamento
would mean the destruction of
the entire social hierarchy
from the boards of directors
down to the foremen.

One of the most important

battles by workers was over
control of the media. One such
struggle took place around
control of Radio Renascenca,

operated by the Catholic
Church before the coup and an
important source for right-
wing opinions after the coup.

Workers at the station want-
ed the radio te be put at the
service of the new workers
movement. Several work stop-
pages took placed between
April and July as the demands
of the Radio Renascenca work-
ers were negotiated, The gov-
ernment finally decided in
favor of the Church in late
July.

But the workers refused to
hand the station management
back to their old bosses—thus
precipitating a crisis for the
transitional government.
Three days of mass demon-
strations in support of the
workers finally convinced the
Supreme Revolutionary Coun-
¢il of the MFA tfo overturn the
government decision, and the
radio station was turned over
to the workers,

The I:ndl:r:;hip of the work-
ers’ committee at Radio Ren-
ascenca was predominantly of
the revolutionary left. Pro-
gramming was decided in
mass meetings,. Workers'
struggles in  Portugal and
around the world became the
regular fare, The struggle for
workers® control of the media
was seen by both the right and
the left as key to the battle for
ideological power,

The Left in the

At the time of the coup, the
Portuguese Communist Party
(PCP) was the only political party
organized on 4 national seale. It
had approximately 5,000 mem-
bers and a significant base in the
working class from its years of un-
derground opposition to fascism.
Its weekly paper Avant/ appeared
clandestinely for 48 years.

The PCP alone was in a position
to give leadership to the struggles
that broke out spontaneously af-
ter the coup. Instead, it set about
to establish bureaucratic control
over the existing union structure
=i sfructurg duuign:d by the
fascist regime to thwart worker
initiative,

The PCP joined the new gov-
ernment immediately. As part of
the coalition, it had two seats and
held the Minister of Labor posi-
tion. The coalition included the

riy of big businesi—ihe Popu-
ar Demooratic Party—as well as
four Socialiat Party members.
Together they saw their task as
making an orderly transition to-
wards parlinmentary rule. Above
all they did not want {o upset Por-
tuguese eapitalism,

Alvaro Cunhal, General Secre-
tary of the PCP, made it clear in a
June, 1974 speech that the work.
ing clags was not central {o social
reforma: "It is necessary, for
good and all, to get rid of the idea
that there exists in Portugal a
popular government in a position
to carry out thorough social re-
form, Also illuglona should not be
nurtured that in the present cir-
cumstances the workers can force
these through,**

He went on to warn workers not
io challenge the national econo-
my, labeling most strikes as a
right-wing tactic.

his position was not idle rhet-
oric, When the first big strikes
took place after April 25, the PCP
went all out to stop them, Its own
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Revolution

millitants argued against strike
action, and it went =0 far as (o
slander strike leaders as fascists.
When the postal workers went
out, the PCP supported the use of
troops to break the strike.

At every crucial point during
the period of dual power—
whether it was in the factories, on
the streets or in the military-—the
PCP acted to hold back the work-
ing class. Wedded to their theory
of the gradual road to socialism
with the party as the repository of
working class power, they were
unable to respond positively to
working class self-activity.

PRP-BR

Of all the left formations that
that aprang to life after the coup,
the letarinn  Revolutionary
Party (PRP) was by far the best. It
had a base in the working class
and algo in the army, Its military
brigndes (BR) had earned a repu-
tation over the yeara of actively
opposing the fascists—agitati
in the army and desiroying mili-
tary targets.

ey grew rapidly in the flrst
ear and were very active in
uilding the broad left coalitions
like the Councils of Revolutionary
Workers, Soldiers and Sailors
They worked tirelessly to counter
the right whenever it went on the
offensive. They initiated Inter-
factory committees and by April,
1975 were the only group puﬂin&
forward a perspective of workers
democracy,

Unfortunately, the PRP had
two major weaknesses, First, they
failed to build thelr organization,
and thus the revolutionary party,
during the period of rising expec-

| tations and activity. Second, they

relied too heavily on the revolu-
tlonary section of the military as
the guurantes for success,

The first weakness resulted
partly from the strong apartyism

il . of

that was a reaction ta the PCP and
other sectarian groups. Their idea
was that by huiIBding broad forma-
tions of the left, their politics
would dominate by their good
works. The PRP was correct to
help build these broader forma-
tiona, but without a regular paper
to intervene in this work, they
were only known as individual
militants with good idens, rather
than as a party worth joining.

The PRP paper, Revolucao was
irregular in publication, and it
was generally devoted to report-
ing on military actlvity, work of
the coalitions or attacks on right-
wing activity. Strikes and other
industrial activity took a back
seat, The concept of the paper
wiis not as an intervenor and par-
ty builder, but more as a service
by reporting on events.

Their second big weakness—
aver-reliance on the revolutionary
sactions of the military—had
much to do with thelr pre-coup ac-

Demonstrating in support of the MFA in June, 1974

tivity and with the fact that fre-
quently through the year and a
half of crisis, sections of the mili-
tary did lead the left movement.
Prior to the right-wing victory in
Movember, 1975, large sections of
the rank and file in the military
were increasingly insurrectionary
==they were to the left of the
workers.

PARTY

The PRP was confused on the
role and nature of the party. One
part of their program read: '‘the
existence of a large party organi-
zation is not a necessary condition
for socialist revolution . . . Histor-
ical experience has shown that
neither the Soviet revolution nor
the Cuban revolution needed
large parties in order to organize
people and seize power. The Bol-
shevik party had 3,000 members
when the October revolution took
place.” (It actually had at least a
quarter of o million.)

Reaction: November 25, 1975

By Movember, 1975 there were
slgnificant sections of the armed
forces ready for insurrection. The
right-wing sought to neutralize
this fact by provoking a prema-
ture rising. They found their nc-
complice in the PCP.

Firat, by provoking several rad-
ical units into action, the right-
wing was able to use the PCP in-
fluenice to confuse the situation.
PCP officers gave coniradictory
orders to their uniis, Some gave
orders to seize bases, others with-
drew from action. At the same
time, the PCP-led workers organi-
zations remained idle. In other
words, the insurrectionary troops
looked behind themselves and
saw no backing. The partial insur-
rection collapsed, and the result
was mass arresis by the right-
wing troops and police and a ma-
jor defeat for the left.

SURPRISED

The rest of the left, includin
the PRP, was totally surprised,
Again, the weakness of the PRP's
understanding of the situation
was exposed, They had mis-
judged (?::: strength of reformism
in the Portuguese working class
and the ability of the PCP io hold
back forward movement, The
revolutionary left was unable to
even mobilize a defensive gen-
eral strike.

While the right had clearly won
a major victory, they had not
smashed the left or any of the
workera’ organizations. This was
not a Chile-type coup. It was more
like the German revolution in Jan-
uary, 1919—which was a defeat,
but which left the class strong
enough for two more major bat-
iles. The task of building a credi-
ble revolutionary party in the
working class was more urgent
than ever,

Portuguese capitalism was still
under extreme pressure, with no

hope of relief until the interna-
tional economic crisis ended. This
meant that the working class
would be squeezed even harder.
Prior to November 25 and after-
wards, workers were striking.

The construction workers and
metal workers went out in force
soon after November 25. The eco-
nomic struggles took on even
more important role at this stage.

Only by relating to these strug-
les wnufd it have been possible
or the revolutionary left to build

the movement. Once again, Rosa

Luxemburg’s insights into the

ebb and flow of a mass workers'
movement have been the guide.

Movember 25 showed that the
organs of Popular Power, the pre-
party formations chamgaonﬂ by
the PRP and other left groups,
were inadequate to the task at
hand. Becnuse much of the activi-
ty of these formations was remote
from workers' daily struggles,
they were unable to lead at a cru-
cial time. Mobilizing for clections
and mass rallies, while impres-
sive in numbers on the street,
failed to build the power where it
could do the moat good—in the
factories and workplaces.

BUILD

It is always extremely difficult
to build a party in a revolutionary
period. Nevertheless, it was the
only task worth doing since it was
the key to successful revolution,

That task must still be tackled,
There will be other revolutionary

riods for Portuguese workers,

he crisis of international capital-
ism continues.

Unfortunately, for all of us, the
best opportunity for a revolution-
ary breakthrough in Europe since
1917 passed into history with a
defent for the working class. The
lessons of that defeat must not
be lost,

NOTES ON A VISIT

Although | was not able to
be in Portugal during the Inl-
tial exciting period after April
1, 1874, | felt some of that
fervor when | spoke to people
there two years later.

The tide had turned —work-
ors and popular organizations
had declined and leaders had
baen arrested. There had baen
many bombings of left-wing
organizations. | found paople
confused and dishaartenad,
but the experience of taking
control for themselves had
changed people's lives in a
dramatic way.

WORK

They knew what It was like
to run things and to organize
work for themaelves. Workers
repaatedly told me how confi-
dent they wera that fascism
had gone—that things wara
batter. They were not go-
ing back.

| visited an electronics
{actory south of Lisbon, tourad
tha plant and heard descrip-
tions of thair experiences
since April, 1974. The owner
was a British firm and man-
agement prior to April, 1974
had consisted of Portuguese
collaborating with the fascist
government.

During the height of the
actlvity, It had been fairly eaay
to get rid of the Poriuguese
management and to reor-
gqnl:q the old state-run
unions to institute a modified
form of workers' control. But
the ownaers held most of the
capital outside of Portugal and
wera delaying any decisions to
Intervene until after the parlii-
amentary elections in April,
1978.

Since there was no takeover
of the foreign-run Industries to
nationalize them and run them
in a collectivized way, workers

. like those in this electronics

firm were caught in a bind.
As one worker sald, ‘‘Even
at Setenave (a shipyard) we
don’t have workers' control,
How can we if wa don't control
tha banks. Our attitude is that
wae want to know everything
. . . We want to control, but
wa do not take responsibility.
Wa don't baliave that wa can
hava workers’ control alone.*’

COUNTERREVOLUTION

By the time of the countar-
revolution, many groups of
workers had realized that
“*ravolution in one factery'’
was not possible. The secre-
tary of the textile workers
union told me that many
factories just couldn’t be run
efficiently or even produce

by DIANE EGGLESTON

enough to cover wages by the
time workers took them over.

The combined affect of s0
much capltal being sent oul of
tha country by the bossas and
the boycotts of Portuguese
goods by the U.5. and other
couniries made It necessary to
craate larger unlts of organi-
zation. Factory and union
combines or Industry-wide
counclis were set up to
strengthen isolated workers’
councils and to apply maora
pressura on the governmant.

One result of having thia
combined organization was
tha abllity to respond quickly
and on a larger scale to atlacks
by the government. For ex-
ample, there was a new strike
wave In January and February
of 1976.

The situation was still In
flux In April, 1878, and paople
waere about to engage in the
firat elections held in over
48 yeara. Polltical parties of all
soris abounded. Newspapers
ropresenting an amazing array
of ideas were everywhere,

For ma, & bus driver, to 188
postars urging votes for the
Portuguess Communist Party
or other left polliical parties on
the sides of streaicars or slo-
gans painted on GM factories
or supermarkets was pratty
startling.

REVOLUTIONARY

| talked to membars of the
PRP (Proletarian Revolution-
ary Party) and MES (Left So-
cialist Movement), two of the
most active revolutionary
groups. There was a lot of
confusion about how to relate
to the elections. Thay knew
that the right-wing was hoping
te make inroads and that tha
laft was weakened, but the
PRP decided to boycott elec-
tions and were cutting back on
coverage in their newspaper.

To me that seemed foolish
since the fervor and confusion
at that time was encouraging
people to look for new alter-
natives. Revolutionary analy-
sis would have been halpful
since many workers were dis-
couraged by the fallure of
their attempt at workers’ con-
tral and they didn't under-
stand what went wrong.

It was a ripe situation for
right-wing propaganda: ‘'Let
the bosses return, and foreign
capital will flow again."

The left eould have reached
out to offer an alternative view
—the nead for workers’ :
power. [
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U.S. STEEL CLOSURES

Workers' lives
down the drain

by ALAN MAASS
CHICAGO, IL—Ray-
mond Domangui is

scheduled to take his
vacation—shorter this
year because of a recent
concessions  contract—
from U.5. Steel’'s South
Works mill on April 15.

The only problem,
Domangui says, is that
he doesn’t know if he'll
have a job to take a vaca-
tion from.

SHUT

“l1 go from day to day,”
says Domangui, a 14-year vet-
eran of the mill, “"When |
come in and they say there's
no jobs any more, then I'll
know they've shut the place
down."’

U.5. Steel slated South
Works for shutdown last De-
cember along with 22 other
finishing and fabricating mills
—at a cost of 15,400 jobs,

But the mammoth steel cor-
poration’s management hasn't
set n date on the South
Works closure yet. Still, while
management is keeping iis
mouth shut, the mill is being
prepared for shutdown. Dem-
olition crews are a common
sight these days, recently tak-
ing out two of the newly mod-
ernized plant’s blast furnaces.

I think it's a very bad thing
they're doing here,” says J.
Gonzales, who has worked at
South Works as a driver for 24
years. “They're  making
money here. We don’t know
what they're doing and why
they're doing it.”’

*1think it sucks,’’ says Har-
lan Downey, a welder. "'You
work hete all this time and
1.5, Steel says we stop mak-
ing steel here and that's the
end of it."’

The steelworkers aren’t ex-
pecting much help from their

Letters

Refreshing
to read

Dear Soclalist Worket:

John Anderson’s articles
are most informative, with
substance and dedication to
the workers' struggles. It
is refreshing to read actual
facts on life.

Your paper is outstanding
agninst the pgarbage of re-
actionary news the masses
are fed.

The masses are held down.
“*A little education is danger-
ous,'’ but is necessary to get
at the truth.

Fraternally,
Tony Kiburis
Houghton Lake, M1

union, USW Local 65, The
local's officers have been go-
ing along with the conces-
sions, according to Magier
Dancy. **Now they want more
concessions, but they took
everything they could out of
here already. What's the
use,’’ he says.

While some activists have
suggested buying the plant,
after the pattern of the Weir-
ton buy-out last year, most
South Works workers aren’t
holding their breath.

“*We don’t have that kind of
dough,"’ Downey says simply.
“We're a poor union; all our
members have been laid off.”’

An Indiana University study
found increased high blood
ressure and abnormally high
evels of cholesterol and blood
sugar among the victims of
plant closures—sure signs of
“enormous stress,’’ the report
said.

The suicide rate among laid-
off workers is "*about 30 times

THANKS!

Dear Socialist Worker,

We would like to take
this opportunity to express
our appreclation for the ex-
cellent news coverage you
provided during the récant
strike between the Oil,
Chamical and Atomic
Workers International Uni-
on, Local 1,326 and Union
Oil Company of Califernia.

Accurate and timely cov-
erage is Important to the
community during these
timas. Wa at Local 1-326
feel you helped us through
your reporting of the events
that took place during this
trying time.

Sincerely,

Gary Garrison
Sacretary, Local 1-326
OCAW

Rodeo, CA

Steelworkers protest at U8, Steel headyuariers

as high as the national aver-
age,"' and alecoholism, smok-
ing, insomnia and nervous ex-
haustion are also above na-
tional averages for the victims
of plant closings, the study
reported,

Albert Cruz knows these
facts first-hand. A former fur-
nace worker at South Works
who was lald off in the first
wave of attacks in 1979, he has
only been able to find odd jobs
since, After his unemploy-
ment benefits ran out, Cruz
says he and his family were
quick'y faced with not having
enougl m\'-nf.:{y to pay for food
and utility bills at the same
time,

“[ had to leave my family so
they could eat, get ADC(Aid to
Dependent Children),”’ Cruz
says. "'l meet them in the park
on Sundays.”’

UNEMPLOYMENT

For the 1,000 steelworkers
who have not been laid off
from South Works (600 have
been) life on the unemploy-
ment line looms just around
the next corner. It takes litile
probing to see the desponden-
cy South Works workers feel
today.

So it goes in a system that
could care less about human
resources or needs—only
about its profits.

The slash of a pen at U.5.
Steel headquarters in Pitts-
burgh meant a sharp rise in
the corporation’s stock and
millions of dollars in profits for
the steel bosses.

For the workers at South
Works, 1t means lives down
the drain.

**You go from having a job,
making a living, seeing your
friends to waiting at home
spending most of your (ime
just worrylng,'' says Howard
Spooner, a gauger at South
Works for 27 years. "'I'm only
48 and already I'm an old
man,""

Ii's time to fight back—for
our jobs and our lives, Ll

TWO TIER WAGES:
AN ATTACK ON

ALL WORKERS

Two-tier wage packages—
which eatablish substantially
lower pay rates for new works=
ars—are becoming a favorite
way to cut wages, Praviously
they were used only by amall,
alling companies. But in 1983
approximately 5% of all con-
tracts contained twostier
structures. Many of the com=
panies demanding and getting
two-tler contracta were large
and profitable, auch as Boaing
and Greyhound.

The |IAM contract at Boaeing
provides that new hires In the
lowest grade start at §6.70 an
hour, comparad to the pravi-
ous base rate of $11.38, The
maximum these new employ-
aas will aver make under tha
current contract is $9.70
an hour.

PRESSURE

Once Boalng signed a two-
tler contract, there was pres-
aure from other aerospace
companles for similar con-
tracts. At Lockheed, workers
in the lowest job classification
formarly started at $8.64—
they will now earn only §$6.00
an hour, But because this con-
tract is a ‘‘graduation’’ type
two-tier, workers will get In-
craments which eventually
will glve tham parity with old-
@r workers. This procass will
take alght yeara, howaver.

The aerospace companies
damanding and getting two-
tler contracts hardly neaded
wage cuts: BnelnF mada $355
million In profits In 1983,
Lockhead $262 mililon. The
recent contract agreament at
MeDonnell Douglas alao
contained a two-tier structure
—that company alse madea
massive profits in 1983 of
$274 million.

Tha contract betwean
atealworkers and Bathleham
Stesal is anothar variation of
two-tiar contract. Under this
contract, Bethlehem may sub-
contract work which is nor-
mally performed by bargain-
Ing unit members, rather

The pressure in the future
will not be upward from the
lower tier. Once two-tler sys-
tems are in place, it Is much
easier for employers to
demand that higher tiered
waorkers take pay cuts to
equalize rates.

They can divide unionists

by offering lower tiered work-
ors small wage increases.

than hire new amployees,

in exchange, Bethlehem
agread to a ‘'no layoff'’ clause
for current employeas, Non-
unlon subcontractors will be
paid substantially leas than
USWA mambars.

The obvious aim of two-tier
contracts is to cut wages. It is
an attractive way to achieve
this aim because it appears
not to be an attack on present
workers' wages, In most cases
wages for present employees
are frozen or even Increased
somawhat, and it is only fu-
ture employees who are cut.

Yat there are a number of
examples of contracts which

by GLENN PERUSEK

cut both present and future
amployeas—they |ust cut the
future workaers more. Gray-
hound won a wage cut of 14%
for present amployeas, and of
19% for new hires,

Many union officlals con-
sider two-tier wages a strate-
glcally astute move for them-
selves=—and hope to soften
their members' anger about
concassions because thalr

Tweo-tier wages will jeopardise
all workers' wages.

own wages appear not to be
at stake, Officials can present
thamsalves as defenders of
mambers' wages, even while
they are pushing concession
contracts,

SENSE

But two-tier wage strue-
tures are not just an attack on
future employees, These con=
tracts only really make sense |f
aemployara can reduce the
number of workers they
amploy at the higher rates.

In addition, the pressure in
the future will not necessarily
be upward from the lower tier.
Oneca two-tler systems are in
placa, It Is much easiar for
amployers to demand that
higher tiered workera take
pay cuta to equalize rates.
They can divida unlonists by
offering lowar tiered workers
small wage increases.

Managemeant favers two-
tier structures because thﬂ‘}'
believe thay will serve as a
wadge batween workers,
dampaning unity.

Some unionists are rejecting
two-tier proposals, though.
Last year General Motors’
Packard Electric Division in
Warren, Ohlo offered a two-
tier contract that would give
new hirea only $6 per hour
eompared to $19.50 for current
amployeas. The proposal was
rejected.

Teamster prasldent Jackie
Preasar was dealt a blow last
Septembar when the rank and
file defeated a two-tier amend-
mant to tha Mastar Fraight
Agreement. They voted over-
whalmingly against a deal
which would glve Jobs to un-
employad Teamaters at
drastically reduced wages.

In the end, two-tier wage
agreaments are only a way to
ona-tler agreements—at much
lowar wages. Thay must
be opposed. ]
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The Paris Commune
of 1871

‘It was essentially a working class government, the product of the struggle of
appropriating class, the political form at last d

]

pation of labor.

In March, 1871 the
workers of Paris seized
control of their city,
establishing the first
workers' government.

The Paris Commune
lasted only eight weeks
before it was brutally
suppressed. But the
Commune's importance
in the history of
workers’ struggles for
self-rule is immense.

In this article Bill
Roberts looks at the
history of the Commune
and its relevance for
socialists today.

Karl Marx was the first to
&raap the significance of the

ommune. Even before the
last Communard was put
against the wall, Marx was
addressing the International
Working Men’s Association
on the importance of the
Commune. That speech and
the lessons Marx drew from
the Commune are detailed in
his book, The Civii War in
France, Some of the key fea-
tures of the Commune were;

@ Direct election of represen-
tatives who were immedi-
ately recallable,

@ Elected representatives
were paid average workers’
wages and received no extra
privileges.

@ Political power came from
the bottom up. Delegates to
the central assembly were
chosen from local com-
munes.

@The central assembly not
only made the laws but took
responsibility for carrying
them out. Even judges were
elected and recallable,

@The standing army was
abolished and the popula-
tion was armed.

The Paris Commune was
the response of the working
class and its supporters to
France's war with Eiamurck'x
Germany, which had gone on
since 1869. Paris had borne
the brunt of the war, undergo-
ing seemingly endless bom-
bardment and its accompany-
ing shortages.

ARMISTICE

In January, 1871 an armis-
tice was signed which heavily
favored Germany and the
French bourgeoisie. Seeing
the collaboration of their
govérnment  under  Louis
Thiers, the population re-
volted,

Thiers and his class were
foreed to take refuse in
Versailles—a  city outside
Paris which housed France's
monarchs. There he plotted
his return and gathered forces
from the rest of France for a
counterattack on the workers’
city.

Louise Michel

Karl Marx

the producing against the
iscovered under which to work out the economic emanci-

Karl Marx, ‘‘Civil War in France”’

““J have been told that I am an accomplice of the Commune. Certainly, yes: for the Commune

wanted., above all else, the Social Revo

my desires.”’

On March 26, 1871 dele-
gates were elected to the Com-
mune assembly. Four days
later the standing army was
replaced with a citizen’s army.
The Commune early on de-
clared a separation of church
and state and confiscated
church property for the use of
the new government.

On April 6, the hated guillo-
tine was publicly burned and
a few days later the Victory
Column of Napolecon Bona-
parte’s 1802, imperial cam-
paigns was destroyed. In its
place was raised the red flag,
“ithe flag of the World Re-

ublie.*”

One of the first tasks of the
new government was to re-
open the factories closed by
the departed owners. This
sparked a lively discussion on
wage parity led by the Union
des Femmes pour la Defense
de Paris. This group of revo-
lutionary women played an
active role throughout the

life of the Commune and was
among its bravest defenders.

WOMEN

Louise Michel is the best
known of the women reévo-
lutionaries from the Com-
mune. She led a detachment
of armed women and men and
was one of the first to recog-
nize the treachery of the
Thier's government. Put on
trinl after the fall of the Com-
mune she addressed the court:
“You must cut me off from
society! You have been told to
do so; well, the Public Prose-
cutor is right! Since it seems
that ¢\.rury%maﬂ that beats for
liberty has the right only to a
lump of lead, 1 demand my
share! If you let me live, 1
shall not cease calling for ven-
geance . . . If you are not
cowards, kill mel"

She was not granted her
wish. Instead they sent her to
MNew Caledonia, a living hell
hole. where she died with

lution. and the Social Revolution is the dearest of

—Louize Michel

other exiled Communards.

There were many reforms
implemented and planned
during the life of the Com-
mune, For example, educa-
tion was free and universal.
Widows and children of dead
Communards were eligible for
pensions without proof of legal
marriage. One important re-
form—voting  rights  for
women— was not won, de-
spite the fact that a number of
women and men argued for it.

Unfortunately, the sweep-
ing changes planned by the
Commune had to wait for im-
plementation, for the most
part, because the Commun:
ards were at war with the reac-
tionary government of Ver-
sailles. And cut-off from the
rest of F ance by a blockade,
which (.. Germans aided,
the Commune had no oppor-
tunity > spread their revo-
lution.

On May 21, the Versailles
forces entered Jie city and for

.-f"'\;”f‘
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eight days the Communards
fiercely defended history's
first workers' state. The cruel-
ty of the old order’s revenge
was limitless, Tens of thous-
ands of men, women and chil-
dren were slaughtered and
mutilated. Trials and execu-
tions awaited the survivors.
Some escaped into other parts
of Europe and others were
transported to isolated
colonies,

For Marx, the Paris Com-
mune represented a signifi-
cant advance in the history of
working class struggle and a
brief glimpse of the future. A
key lesson for Marx was that
“the working class cannot
simply lay hold of the ready-
made state machinery, and
wicld it for its own purposes.”’

Or az Engels explained,
“[T]he working clazs must do
away with all the old repres-
sive machinery previously
used against itself (centralized
government, political police,
bureaucracy) . . .""

So important were the les-
sons of the Paris Commune
that Marx incorporated them
into the final edition of the
Communist Manifeste. The
living experience of the
Commune had raised the
theory of the state to a new
level.

LENIN

Lenin used Marx's wl‘iﬂngﬂ
on the Commune to shape the
direction of the 1917 Russian
revolution. As he saw it, “‘the
Commune was the first stage
in the proletarian revolution,
as the Russian revolution was
the second.”’ The innovations
of working class rule first
adopted by the Communards
also played a central role in
the Soviet Constitution.

In State and Revolution,
Lenin uses the Commune cx-
perience as outlined by Marx
to argue against the European
socialists who believed that
they could gradually take over
the old state by winning
seats in parliament. But, as
Lenin points out, under capi-
talism the executive branch of
government hides behind the
parliamentary facade:

“The Commune was to be a
working, not a parliamentary
body, executive and legisla-
tive at the same time . . . Take
any parliamentary country . . .
in these countrics the real
business of the ‘state’ is per-
formed behind the scenes and
is carried on by the depart-
ments, chancelleries and gen-
eral staffs. Parliament is given
up to talk for the special pur-
pose of fooling the ‘common
people.” '

The meaning of the Com-
mune is expressed in the idea
that ‘‘the state must be
smashed’” and replaced with
a *‘dictatorship of the prole-
tariat,”’ the rule of the many
over the few. “‘If you want to
know what the dictatorship of
the proletariat looks like,”
said Engels, “'look at the Paris
Commune.'’ [
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WHERE
WE STAND

WORKERS' CONTROL

Workers create all the wealth under capitalism, A socialist society can
oily be built when workers collectively sise control of that wealth and
democratically plan its production and distribution according to human
needs instead of profit

The working ¢lass 1a the key to the fight for soclalism. Freedom and
liberation will only be achieved through the struggles of workers
themselves, organizing and fighting for real workers’ power

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM

The capitalist system cannot be patched up or reformed as some
union leaders and liberal politicians say. Capitalism is based on the
exploitation of workers Mo relorms can do away with this exploitation
The anly way workers can come to control society and create a system
based on freedom and a decent life for all s by overthrowing capitalism
and replacing it with revolutionary, democratic socialism

A WORKERS' GOVERNMENT

The present state apparatus (tederal and state governments, the
courts, army and police] was developed to maintain the capitalist
syaliem. This apparatus cannot be taken over as it stands and éonverted
ta serve workers, The working class needs an entirely different kind of
state based upon mass demacratic councils of workers® delegates.

Supporting lhiﬁ iosent stalteé apparatus 15 a vast network of propa-
R-Im’i.l neEwspapers, radio, n-h-mmn, mivies, the educalion syslem
Waorkers are bombarded daily from all directions with capitalism’s point
af view The working class needs its own sources of information. To help
meet this need, we are dedicated to building a newspaper that the
working class can trust and use in the fight against the present system

FIGHT OPPRESSION

Capitalism divides the working class=pitting men against women,
whites against Blacks Capitalism fosters and uses these divisions to
block the unity necessary for its destruction. As capitalism moves into
crisis, oppressed groups — Blacks, women, Latinos, Mative Americans,
gays, youth=suffer the most, We support the struggles and independ-
ent organizations of oppressed people to strengthen the working class
struggle for socialism

BLACK LIBERATION

Our support for the struggle against racism is unconditional, and we
oppose any attempt to subordinate this fight. We fight racism in all its
forms, from institutionalized “legal’’ racism to the activities of groups
such as the Nazis and the Ku Klux Klan,

We fight segregation in the schools and in housing, we support
atfirmative action, and we oppose racist firings and harassment. We
support armed self-defense in the face of racist attacks. We support
independent self-organization and the right to seli-determination of the
Black community. We demand freedom for all political priseners

WOMEN'S LIBERATION

We fight for women’s liberation. We support equal pay and equal job
opportunities for all women. We demand free abortion and an end to
forced sterilization, and quality child care, We oppose all forms of
vialence against women including sexual harassment at work, Under
capitalism the state intervenes to mantain women's subordination
within the family, to maintain oppressive sex roles and her exploitation
at work

We support lesbian and gay liberation. We demand guality sex
education in the schools, we are for lesbian and gay custody rights and
the right to be open lesbians and gays at work, heme and in schoal

RANK AND FILE ORGANIZATION

The unions today are largely business machines that long ago stopped
truly fighting for the interests of the working class, Busingss union
leaders act either as brakes on workers’ strugples, or as cops, delivering
workers into the hands of the bosses, We fight in the unions o put an
end to this

Ta make the umians light for workers’ Interests, workers must organ-
ize their power on the shop floor. This can only happen if the rank and
file organize themselves independently of the union bureaucrats, We
work to build rank and file organizations in unions and companies
wherever we are employed

INTERNATIONALISM

The working class has no nation, Capitalism s international, so the
struggle for socialism must be world-wide, A socialist revolution cannot
SUFviveE ih isolation,

We champion workers’ struggles in all countries, from Poland to
Puerto Rico, from Palestine to El Salvador. We support all genuine
national liberation struggles. We call for victory of the Black freedom
fighters in South Alrica and Mamibia, We oppose all forms of imperial-
ism and oppose sending LS. troops anywhere in the world to impose
L5, intérests.

Russia, China, Cuba and Eastern Europe are not socialist countries,
They are state capitalist and part of one world capitalist system. We
support the struggles of workers in those countries against the bureauc-
ratic ruling class.

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

The activity of the 150 i3 directed at taking the imtial steps toward
building a revolutionary party in a working class fragmented and cut ofi
from socialist ideas. Revolutionaries must be involved in the daily
struggles of workers and oppressed groups at the workplace, in the
unians and in the communities. We build every struggle that strength-
ens the self-confidence, organization and socialist consciousness of
waorkers and the oppressed.

As the working class movement gathers strength, the need for revolu-
tianary leadership becomes crucial. We are part of the long process of
building a demacratic revolutionary party rooted in the working class
Those whao agree with our stand and are prepared to help us build
toward revolutionary socialism are urged to join us now

For more information about the
International’ Socialist Organization (150)
please write P.O. Box 16085, Chicago, IL
60616

BALTIMORE
Ty Miller on Apartheid.
April 8 at 8:00 p.m.

May Day Celebration. Fri-
day, May 4—avening.

Day School. May 6. Speak-
ers on Introduction to the
IS0, Workers' power, east
and west, and other topics.
For details call 235-4620.

BLOOMINGTON

Lance Selfa on Gramscl and
tha Italian Factory Occupa-
tions. April 13 at 7:00 p.m.
Call 332-6682 for datails.

BOSTON

Eleanor Trawick on Why
the working class? April 15
at 7:30 p.m.

Paul D'Amato on Marxism
and the fight against op-
pression. April 25 at 7:30
p.m. Call 427-7087.

CHICAGO

Christina Baker on Why the
Democrats don’'t make a
difference. April 6 at 7:30
p.m. Call 328-8830 for
detalls.

Ben Blake on Reform or
revolution? April 11 at 4:00
p.m. Call 288-7572 for
datails.

Leslie Cohn on Women’'s
Liberation and Socialism.
April 12 at 7:30 p.m.

Lea Sustar on Socialism
from below. April 24 at
4:00 p.m.

Lee Sustar on Why we need
a soclalist organization.
April 25 at 7:30 p.m.
Call 288-7572 for details.
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Available from:

H EfA

Box 16085
Chicago, IL 60816

CINCINNATI

Dan Petty and Georgia Ellis
on Labor in the Eighties.
March 31 at 7:30 p.m.

Women and the Paris
Commune. April 28 at
7:30 p.m. Call B71-1371 for
mora Information.

CLEVELAND

Study series, part one:
Dena Magoulias on Seclal-
ism Before Marx. April 15,
12:00 noon.

April Stoltz on Puerto Rico:
the Fight for Seli-determin-
ation. April 29, 7:00 p.m
Call 651-5935 for details.

KENT

Glenn Perusek on Is there
a future for socialism?
April 19 at 12:00 noon. Call

673-1710 for details.

SAN FRANCISCO
Study Group on Women’s
ﬂrprunlnn. April 8: Roots
oppression. April 25
Conditions of women WﬂIW-
May 5: History of women
in struggle. All meetings at
7:00 p.m. Call 285-1908 for
datails.

Labor Conference on From
1934 to 1984. Speakers to
include John Anderson and
Pete Camarata. 350 Me-
Allister. Call 285-1908 for
more Iinformation.

SEATTLE ,

The War Atlas and an up-
date on The Struggle
Against Marcos. April 14,
7:30 p.m. Call 722-4133.

"The philosophers have merely interpreted the
world. The point is to change it."

— Karl Marx

If you want to help us change the world, join us.
There are ISO members and branches in the following cities:

@ Baltimore, MD
@ Bloomington, IN
@ Boston, MA

@ Chicago, IL

@ Cincinnati, OH
@ Cleveland, OH
@ Detroit, Ml

® Indianapolis, IN

® Kent, OH

@ Los Angeles, CA
® Madison, WI

@ Minneapolis, MN
® Muncie, IN

@ New Orleans, LA

® New York, NY

@ Northampton, MA
® Portland, OR

® Rochester, NY

® San Francisco, CA
@ Seattle, WA

@ Youngstown, OH

ISO National Office, P.0. Box 16085, Chicago, IL 606.0
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Communisis in Harlem during
the Depression. By Mark Nai-

son, University of lllinois
Press, $22.95,
by LEE SUSTAR

From the slave days of the
south to the contemporary
ghettoes of the north, Ameri-
can capitalism has used Blacks
to do its hardest, dirtiest work
for the lowest pay—if it pro-
vided employment at all.

Racist violence, .\;tfgmgntiun
and the systematic denial of
civil rights has been the lot of
Black workers in the 1.5, for
more than three centuries.

Thus the ‘‘Black question’’
is a central concern of Ameris
can socialists as they fight the
racism that violently divides
the working class. As Karl
Marx wrote more than a cen-
tury ago: “Labor in white skin
cannot free itself while labor
in Black is enslaved."”

PROFOUND

Mark Naison’s study of
Blacks in the American Com-
munist Party argues that *‘no
socialist organization has ever
had a more profound effect on
Black life than the Communist
Party (CP) did in Harlem dur-
ing the Depression.’’ His book
details, for the first time, the
Harlem CP's sometimes stun-
ning success in convincing
Harlem's Black activists of its
politics.

By confronting racism
among whites and taking to
the streeis to fight for Black
workers' rights, the CP or-

anized thousands of Har-
emites into councils of the un-
employed and led anti-racist
groups such as those which or-
anized the defense of the
gcnttsbnm boys=—nine young
Blacks who were railroaded in
Alabama on rape charges and
sentenced to death. By 1938,
the Harlem CP claimed over
a thousand members, and
thousands more Harlemites
were involved in Communist-
affiliated  political, trade
union and cultural groups.

But these apparently spec-
tacular gains were largely
“accidental,’”” according to
Maison, The original members
of the Harlem CP, such as
Cyril Briggs, were Black na-
tionalists attracted to revolu-
tionary socialism in the early
19205 by the Bolsheviks'
anticolonialist stand in the
Russian revolution and their
support of sc-.li'-dulerminatipn
of oppressed national min-
orities.

BUREAUCRATIC

But by 1928, the Communist
International was firmly under
control of Stalin's bureaucratic
counterrevolution, and the
Communist Parties all over
the world became tools of Rus-
sian foreign policy=—not revo-

SOCIALISTS
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lutionary  workers
zations.

In the U.S., the CP demand
for “*self-determination for the
Black belt” had no basis in
Enliticul reality, Naison writes,

ecause there were no sub-
stantial organizations  of
Blacks making such a de-
mand, But the CP position
placed the Black question at
the forefront of ﬂm party's
work. And despite sectarian,
ultra-left politics that led the
CP to denounce almost all
other Black organizations as
“*social-fascist”” or ‘counteér-
revolutionary,”” the CP man-
aged to build a membership of
several hundred, as Harlem-
ites searched for political al-
ternatives in the depths of the
Depression, The CP, at least
superficially, met the political
neads of Harlem workers, Mai-
50N Argues.

But Stalin, secking allies in
Western governments in 1935,
ordered that the CPs pursue a
“‘peoples’ front’” against Eu-
ropean fascism and forced the
Harlem party to abandon its
roots in the working class and
instead court the Black estab-
lishment it had been organiz-
ing against.

Party leaders in the U.5.
threw support behind Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt and
the Democratic Party—even
though the Democrats con-
stantly resisted Black at-

organi-

tempts to participate in gov-

ernment job programs and
denied Blacks the most basic
civil rights in the south. In
Harlem, and elsewhere, the
CP began orienting to middle-
class prnfex.-siurlulﬁ instead of
revolutionary workers.

OFFER

The Harlem CP grew in size
under the Popular Front, but
as Naison asks, "'If the public
face of ‘Communism’ differed
little from that of Black liberal-
ism, what did the Party have
to offer Black recruits?'’ The
question grew increasingly
difficult to answer, and hun-
dreds of Harlem CPers quit
when they discovered that
“eocialist’’ Russia was sell-
ing supplies to fascist Italy as
it invaded Ethiopia.

Hundreds more Harlem
members joined the mass de-
fections from the American
CP following the 1939 Hitler-
Stalin non-aggression pact,
And by the second world war,
the CP had lost its place at the
forefront of the Black move-
ment,

Most Harlem CP members
ultimately joined the millions
of American workers who
abandoned socialist politics
after cxPcrir.:n-:ing the Com-
munist Party’s cynical oppor-
tunism. But MNaison’s book—
its prohibitive price aside—
is very useful to socialists
today. L
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Unemployment line in Harlem, 1931

Danton and the spirit of revolt

Danton: directed by Andrze|
Wajda with Gerard Depardieu
and Wojalech Pzoniak

by TY MILLER

The Franch revolutionist
Saint-Just once exclaimed,
‘‘Ha who half makes a ravolu=
tlon, digs his own grave."
This statement prophetically
sarved as the epitaph and the
moral of the French Raveo-
lutlen,

Unfortunately, Andrza)
Wajda's film, Danten, about
the trial and execution of the
French revolutionary Georges
Danton, seams to present us
with a different message:
Don't mess with history, or it
will meas with you,

The peasimism of Wajda's
historical vision is understand-
able. Wajda, a Polish director,
has since 1954 made twenty-
eight films, the last two of
which ehranicle the rise and
fall of the Polish union mova-
ment, Solidarity: Man of Iron
and Man of Marble.

Thia current flim Is Wajda's
first since December, 1981
when General Jaruzalski
turned the guns of the Polish
state on Solidarnosc. The de-
feat of Solldarity seems 1o
have profoundly shaken Waj-
da's belief in the abllity of the
exploited and oppressed to
change their world, and this
doubt permeatas Danton.

EVE

The film is aat on tha ave of
the most radical phase of the
ravolution, The revolution has
passad thrugh several stages
—from the bourgeais ‘'declar-
ation of Independence'’ in
1780, to the axecutlon of King
Louis XVI in 1783, to the fall of
the modarates and the begin-

nings of the Terror. It has be-
coma increasingly radical, re-
jecting past leadars new found
too modarate.

In the aight days we see In
Danton—Iiate Fabruary and
early April of 1794—the revo-
lution is drawing to its climax,
The Paris masaes are in con-
stant agitation. The Taerror
hangs over all who would be-
tray the revolution. The gov-
ernment has instituted a par-
tlally planned economy to con-
trol food prices and supplies.
And the revolutionary armies
of France ara close to victory
over the reactionary powers of
Europe.

Yet Wajda's film reduces
this revelutionary dynamism
to a single power struggle be-
twean two ambitious men—
Georges Danton and Maxi-
milean Robesplerre. And the
historical tragedy of a revolu-
tion half-made becomes a
clagsical tragedy in which its
two tragic heroes play out the
roles assigned to them by the
gods of fata.

Until lata 1783, Danton and
Robespierre were allles. They
joined in an uncompromising
demand for Louis XVI's axecu-
tion. They agreed on the for-
mation of ravolutionary tri-
bunals to mete out '‘the peo-
pla's justice."’ And thay joinad
in the vigorous prosecution of
counterravolutionaries,

Thay both sat with the éx-
trama laft in the Natlonal As-
sembly—‘''the  Mountain."
And from their upper-tier
geats they hurled down Invec-
tives on the moderates seated
balow in ‘‘the Marsh'’ ar ‘‘the
Plain."’

By 1794, howaever, personal
and political differences had
begun to divide Robesplerre
and Danton. Danton tried to

slow the pace at which the
ravolution was maving for-
ward=calling for an and to
the European war, an and to
tha Terror and the disband-
mant of the Revolutionary
Committees.

CHAMBERS

Mugch of the film takas place
in the chambers and meating
rooms of the cliques around
Danton and Robespierre, indi-
cating that the real story of the
revolution Is what happened
behind closed doors,

This leads Wajda to give us
steraotypaed caricatures of the
ravolutionary leadars.

Wajda's portrayal of the
Parisian massas i8 similarly
contemptuous. They cheer
mindlessly for Danton's dema-
goguery at his trial. Two daya
later they cheer mindlasaly at
Danton's death at the guil-
lotine,

in the last analysis, the
French ravolution merely
serves as a backdrop for Waj-
da’'s tragic heroes. The streets
of Parls, the committea rooms,
the prisons and the guillotine
are mere scenery-—dramatic
punctuation for the tragedy
the revolutionaries are made
to play.

In his personal statements,
Wajda has claimed, ''Tha
French revolution, after all,
Isn't really finished. 118 apirit
lives. 1 find it only natural that
man should ravolt and that
they should continue to be-
ligva that the course of history
can, be changed by their
actlons. "'

As ravolutionaries  we
wholeheartedly agrea. But
Wajda's flim Danton, unfor-
tunataly, doas more to dis-
courage that spirit of revolt
than to encourage It. ]
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_.mwpicket line

Boston 1199 members win victory

BOSTON, MA—''I've been
at this hospital for eighteen
years, and I'm going on
gixty years old. |'ve never
bean involved In anything
lika this. Out thera on the
line we were all like one,
sald Shirley Teixeira, an
1198 member.

After a six day strike,
300 mostly Black and His-
panic workers at Liniversity
Hospital in Boston, mem-=
bers of 1199 New England
Health Care Employees
Unlon, went back to work

on March 5, 1984,

victorious.
MANAGEMENT
The managemant of

University Hospital de-
mandad that 1199 membeérs
give up their entire dental
plan, reducé premium pay
for holidays, abandon their
short-term disability plan,
and require union members
to begin to contribute
10 percent to their health
plan.

Management only offer-

Strikers at University Hospital in Bosion

ed a 20¢ an hour
increase over the
two years.

11899 defeated the con-
cession drive, unanimously
ratifying a contract that
maintaing their benefit
package and grants them

pay
next

a thirty cents an hour
annual pay Increase.

The workers braved the
weather, set up and main-
talned militant picket lines
and turned away deliveries
driven by unlon drivers.

The 1198 victory clearly

damonstrates that even in
an era of concessions, the
strike is still the most
powerful weapon workers
have. Strikes can be won
through militant picketing
and solidarity from other
workers. ]

TALKIN’ UNION

BY JOHN ANDERSON

UAW LEADERS
PLAY INTO THE

The Special Bargaining Convention
held in Detroit on March 6-8 was attend-
ed by some 2,500 delegates. Al least
three-fourths of them were union offi-
cials and members of shop committees
who rarely get their hands dirty. They
carn from $30-40 thousand a year plus
expenses, They get all-expense-paid
junkets to Washington, Las Vegas, New
Orleans and other vacation spois far
from the auto centers. They live a good
life. They have conspired with Interna-
tional reps and the employers to silence
disgenters and to get them fired.

The convention reflected the interests
of those with ten or more years of seni-
ority. It did not address itself to the
100,000 or more who are still unem-
ployed. Ii failed to take a firm stand on
the issue of overtime even though
95,000 workers arc on the street be-
cause of overtime worked. Only an in-
flexible opposition by the UAW to over-
time will prevent GM from carrying out
their plan to eliminate, 80,000 more jobs
in 1985.

FLEXIBLE

The UAW demonsirated how flexible
it could be during the last four years in
leading the labor movement in making
concessions. These concessions have
been turned into record profits for the
auto barons. Profit sharing is at the

BOSSES’ HANDS

heart of the UAW's flexible policies. It
pits worker against worker, plant
against plant; it puts the employers in a
position to divide the workers and keep
them in subjection.

For GM it has meant record profits
and control of the shop floor. Flexibility
has brought failure on the part of the
union to eliminate forced overtime,
much less a shorter work-week. The
UAW contracts are a product of the em-
ployer's inflexible position for three-
year contracts, the no-strike clause and
their prerogative in determining the
products to be manufactured, where
and how they are to be manufactured
and the right to introduce new techno-
logy without regard to the welfare of
their employees.

The 1984 negotiations will be little
influenced by the publicity given GM’s
strategy in negotiations. It has alerted
the workers, but the UAW's flexible
strategy will defeat the will of the work-
ers. Those of us who have watched
UAW-GM negotiations over the last 40
years could have written much of that
document. What is new is that their
strategy was publicized. It was as un-
welcome to the UAW leadership as it
was to the corporation.

Given the state of the union, which
the company knows better than the
UAW leadership, a strike is unlikely.

John Anderson is a lifelong militant
and socialist. He was formerly presi
dent of UAW Local 15 in Detroit,

The last GM strike was in 1970, That
was when GM wanted to see Leonard
Woodcock gain the confidence of the
ranks 50 he could control the workers
as Reuther had,

PREPARATION

With no preparation for a strike, no
one in the leadership wanting a strike or
with the ability to lead one, the company
will firmly press their demands on the
union. There will no doubt be local
strikes, but they will be short lived.

Any concessions given the UAW will
be based on the leadership’s ability to
discipline the workers and avoid strikes,
It is possible that the UAW will allow
the people to work without a contract
after the contract terminates on Sep-
tember 14, That would allow the work-
ers in some plants to take job action as
the workers in Local 282 did against
Moog Manufacturing in 5t. Louis and
as the workers in Local 1760 did against
the Schwitzer Fan Co. in Rolla, Mis-
souri, If the UAW is to gain the support
of the workers they must let them parti-
cipate in its decisions. ]

HEALTH
AND SAFETLY
~NOTES

»

by MATT FILSINGER

“A Responsible and Re-
specied Businessman?*?

Five Chicago business-
men were charged with
murder and reckless con-
duct after Stetan Golab, a
Polish immigrant died of
cyanide poisoning at his job
February 10, 1983. The Ili-
nois state attorney de-
scribed the worksite as “'a
huge gas chamber."’

One of the businessmen,
Michael T. McKay has fled
to Utah, and now Utah Gov-
ernor Scott Matheson has
refused to order that Mc-
Kay be sent back to stand
trial. The Governor said
McKay is *‘a responsible
and respected Utah busi-
nessman who is also a vet-
eran, Boy Scout leader, and
former Mormon mis-
sionary.”’

® ©
Another Thorne Removed

Thorne Auchter, Rea-
gan's head of OS5HA, has
resigned as head of the
agency, He has been
named the President of
B.B. Andersen Company in
Kansas, a holding company
which includes real estate
developers and construc-
tion companies,

His assistant, Patrick Ty-
son, will take over for him,
but nobody expects any
change from Auchter’s an-
ti-worker policies.

Fired for Protecting Himself

The MNational Labor Rela-
tions Board (MLRB) recent-
Iy ruled that a worker may
be fired for individual pro-
test against unsafe working
conditions. This case in-
volved Kenneth Prill who
wis fired 1in 1979 from his
job as a truck driver in
Michigan, after he refused
to drive a truck in which he
had an accident and which
he considered unsafe, Prill
had complained about the
vehicle to the state publie
service commission in Ten-
nesses, where the aceident
occurred.

This is a new rule and
greatly reduces legal pro-
tections for workers. It's a
reversal of a 1975 ruling
which stated that certain in-
dividual protests are pro-
tected under federal labor
law because they involve
the interesis of other em-
ployees and can be con-
sidered ‘‘concerted ac-
tivity."' Ll

I e ————————— r—
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on the picketline

JEWEL WORKERS SAY: “WE’'D
BETTER GET READY TO FIGHT”

CHICAGO, IL—The shopper
nearly slipped past Andre
Guitierrez, but with a short
sprint he caught up with the
man before he entered the
Jewel Food Store on North
Broadway and gave him a
handbill.

“People should know who
they're buying from,” Guitier-
rez explained. *‘People should
know what this company is do-
ing to people's lives. ™

The company, Jewel Food
Stores, announced in Febru-
ary that it was slashing the
wages of 16,000 workers by as
much as $1.75 per hour, vio-
lating its labor contract. The
union, United Food and Com-
mercial Workers Union Local
881, has filed suit in federal
court to stop Jewel's action.

Guitierrez is one of several
hundred Jewel workers who
volunteered to walk informa-
tional picket lines in front of
stores. “‘We've already lost
over $1 million in wages,"” he
said. ‘1 hope we win this thing
in court, but if push comes to
shove we may have to strike,”’
he sanid. “That could be the
only way to win—the NLREB

(National Labor Relations
Board) won't even listen
tous.”’

COMPETE

Jewel claims that it needs
the wage cuts to compete with
the growing number of “‘ware-
house’’ supermarkets, and it
reduced prices following the
wage cut. But Guitierrez, a
bagger at the N, Kostner
Jewel, believes that the com-
pany is after much more,

“Jewel is trylng to turn
workers against each other,"’
he said. “We were already
divided before the wage cut
because we work under two
different contracts, The peo-
plc fm:ing the wage cuts work
under the old contract. The
pcoplc under the new contract
already made lousy wages, 50

by LEE SUSTAR

it's hard for them to get ex-
gited about our problems,”
Guitierrez said.

The wage cuts also pit the
younger, lower-paid workers
against the higher-paid work-
ers with seniority, he said,
Those who ecarn less than
$9.67 an hour will continue to
receive raises on schedule, but
those who earn more than that
amount face a wage freeze
until the contract's expiration
in 1985,

Gigi, a checker in the N.
Kostner Jewel, expecis the
company to go after more con-
cessions when the contract
expires. "'It's frustrating that
more people don’t want to
fight back,’’ she said. '"They
are afraid of losing their jobs.

Jeanne Nelson, a worker in
the suburban Wilmette Jewel,
can't understand why most
workers are accepting the cut.
“Since Jewel wrote in the
company newsletier that its
ssru ts were up almost 3%
rom 1982 to 1983, their claim
that they need wage cuts is
pretty hard to swallow,” she
said, ‘It seems that more
people should be mad. But the
people 1 work with go along
with it. They say that there's
nothing they can do."’

COLLECTIVELY

But Gigi says that workers
must fight back collectively.
*‘Greyhound, Continental,
they're coming after us one at
a time. And that’s how they
win. All the workers have to
stick together.""

Guitierrez sees no other al-
ternative. ‘‘Jewel says that if
we go on strike, they'll close
the place down and re-open
with people off the street
working for minimum wage,"
he said.

“People had better get
ready to fight that,™

0 | want to join

[ | want more information about the
International Socialist Organization

Address -
1SO, P.O. Box 16085,

Chicago, IL 60616
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Chicago Teamsters
want elected
shop stewards

CHICAGO, IL—Two thousand
fired up members of Team-
sters Local 705 in Chicago
braved a severe rainstorm and
an unfriendly gauntlet of busi-
ness agents, ‘‘organizers'’
and appointed stewards at the
union Ign!l entrance on March
15 to vote on an amendment to
the by-laws of their local
union. The by-laws change
would replace the current
practice of the appointment of
a few dozen stewards by the
executive board of the 17,500-
member local with a system of
elected union stewards.

VOTE

On a voice vote at the union
meeting, the elected stewards
resolution won a clear majori-
ty. Frightened by the out-
come, Local 705 president
John Mavigato quickly ad-
journed the meeting ignoring
calls for a division of the house
that would have clearly estab-
lished whether or not the reso-
lution had the necessary two-
thirds support to pass.

Even though most rank and
file members left the meeting
angered by another example

of the complete disregard for,

democracy by the local’s lead-
ership, there was also a new
spirit of opposition to the pro-
company aristocracy of local
sectetary-treasurer Louis
Peick (1982 salary: $200,114).

For the first time in recent
history, King Louis faces
major opposition. This new
force has the potential of re-
building the local from the
bottom up. A system of elect-
ed stewards in Local 705
would be the first step in this
process of replacing the cur-
rent, weak, hollow shell of a
union with a strong, democra-
tic organization that could de-
fend the rights of the rank and
file on the job,

The large turn-out in favor
of elected stewards capped a
five-month campaign of leaf-
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letting, petitioning and rallies
organized by the Committee
for Elected Stewards, which
included members of the Chi-
cago chapter of Teamsters for
a %)emncrntic Union and the
Unity organization of United
Parcel Services Teamsters.

The March 15 setback will
not stop this campaign. Cur-
rently, petitions are being cir-
culated in support of an in-
ternal union charge that would
force the top officials of Local
705 to call a second meeting
where a recorded vole on
elected stewards would be
held. Because internal
charges by the rank and file
against the leadership are rou-
tinely ignored by the Teamster
hierarchy, a federal court case
is also being prepared to force
a second vote through a court
injunction.

AMENDMENT

If this route fails, which is a
real possibility given the out-
come largely depends on the
judge assigned to the case, the
elected stewards amendment
can be reintroduced next year
and this time, if necessary, the
meeting can be taken over by
the membership to force a
vote on the resolution.

At the same time, the up-
surge for elected stewards
must be organized to directly
take on the day to day prob-
lems of contract violations,
production harassment and
speedups and  unjustified
warning leiters, suspensions
and firings faced by the rank
and file.

This day to day organization
will be the key to preparing for
a new round of battles against
concessions and union busting
when the national Master
Freight Agreement and the
United Parcel Service contract
expire next spring.

LOCAL 26
WORKERS
FACEA
BATTLE

by JOE ALLEN
BOSTON, MA—On March 23,

Domitilc Bozzotto was reelected
president of Hotel, Restaurant In-
ternational Union Local 26. Boz-
zotto and his slate defeated 2-1
a reform slate led by local secre-
tary-treasur® Danny Clifford and
composed of a number of the best
shop floor activists in the union,
The reform slaie ran on a pros
gram of organizing the unor-
anized, union democracy, train-
ing of ahop stewards, fighting for
free health care, monthly shop
stewards meetings and a visible
union on the job—demands that

all unionists and  socialists
support.
ronically, ,Bozzotio himself,

along with Clifford, was elected
two years ago on a reform slate
uy posing the old union leadership
of *'Hotel’" Joe Sullivan, who was
known for his sweetheart rela-
tions with the bosses.

ALIENATED

Since election in 1981, many of
Bozzotio's former supporiers
have become increasingly alien-
ated from his autocratic rule—
negotiatin contracts  behind
members’ backs, subverting shop
stewards’ authority and the griev-
ance procedure and beginning a
purge of his critics in the union.

One of those purged was Marie
Kenney, a business agent, Boz-
zolto fired her from her !‘ub ad
business agent on March 13, Ata
general membership mecting of
the i!.m“ t:lvc glny: later, ur)‘mr 100
ran an e  BU ers—i
majority of the mEEtaing—dc-
manded that she be reinatated.
Bozzotto simply dismissed their
demands,

Marle Kenney told Seclalist
Worker, "' Dominic (Bozzotto) ran
for an open democratic union (in
1981) and an open office. He said
office people had the right to
speak out if they disagreed with
him. That's not true, If you speak
out he's going to get you, Bozzot-
to says | was fired for my job per-
formance, | was really fired be-
cause | support Clifford,*

In response to the opening of
many new non.union hotels in
Boston over the last three years,
the international union claimed it
would conduct an organizing
drive. Kenney says that “‘the In-
ternational organizers are work-
ing day and night on Bozzotio's
campaign, not organizing ho-
tels.* His policies are “‘wenken-
ing the union, He's a media
image,"’ aays Kenney. She recalls
when Bozzotto first appeared be-
fore union members at Brandeis
Unlversity. He got up before
them and said, "'You may ot
know me, I'm your president
Dominic Bozzotto, you may have
scenmeonTV.”

Kenney believes that Bozzot-
to's re-election will take the union
back to the days of Joe Sullivan,
a president satisfying his own
aims without consulting the mem-
bership.

UPHILL

But even if the reform cam-
palgn had won, the rank and file
would still have had an uphill
battle ahead of it.

Only by union militants and so-
cialists building around the small
struggle in the shop, arguing the
politics of rank and file organi-
zatlon and getting fellow workers
involved in the siruggle, so they
won't be hampered by any bur-
eauctats—whether “‘reformers’
of not, There are no short cuts to
building effective shop floor or-
ganization, ]
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Nevell Johnson’s killer has gone free.
Miami’s Blacks still face racism, brutality
and poverty. Brian Kelly reports.

MIAMI, FLA—It is a
familiar tune by now, and
one that the Black com-
munity in Miami is tired
of hearing. On March 15,
an all-white jury acquit-
ted patrolman Luis Al-
varez in the shooting
death of 20-year-old
Nevell Johnson, Jr.

SPARKED

Johnson's murder in De-
cember, 1982 sparked off
three days of rioting in Mia-
mi's Overtown section that
was only ended after a full-
scale mobilization of police

The last time round

riot squads and the Nationa
Guard.

Within hours of the March
15 verdict, Miami's Black
neighborhoods were once
against saturated with police
“field force teams’ heavily
armed with tear gas, shotguns
and automatic weipons, Over
500 arrests were made and
"'suspects’’ were hauled away
in horse trailers.

More than 30 civilians were
treated in nearby hospitals
during the action, which police
spokesmen proudly hailed as a
“tremendous success.”’

The facts in the Alvarez trial
speak for themselves. Nevell
Johnson had stopped in an ar-
cade on his way home from
work. Alvarez and his partner
had left their assigned area
and entered the arcade, where
Alvarez says he noticed a
bulge under Johnson's shirt.
He asked Johnson what it was,
and Johnson replied, “It's
agun.’”

Alvarez pulle:i his gun and
ointed it at Johnson's head.
rom here on the testimony is

contradictory. Alvarez testi-
fied in court that Johnson
went for his gun, but witness-
es on the scene insisted that
the cop “‘spun the victim
around and shot him."’

On the night of the shoot-
ing, Alvarez gave four investi-
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ANOTHER KILLER
COP GOES FREE

gators brief statements, none
of which indicated Johnson
went for his gun. One detec-
tive testified that Alvarez told
him ‘‘he jerked back and his
gun discharged.”” And when
Alvarez radioed for an ambu-
lance, he was taped saying,
"‘Somebody just pushed me.
A shot went off."'

The most offensive thing
about the trial was that in the
end it was Nevell Johnson who
was made out to be the crimi-
nal. His juvenile record was
brought up, his father's record
was brought up and defense
lawyers did their best to por-
tray him as a troublemaker
who got whiat he deserved.

The fact that Alvarez had
five  civilian  complaints
against him in just a year on
the force never came up,
strangely enough.

OUTRAGE

The reaction in Overtown
and Liberty City was outrage,
MNevell Johnson is just one of
many Blacks shot in cold blood
by the Miami police in recent
years, The acquittal of four
white cops in the beating
denth of Arthur MeDuffie four
years ago is still fresh in peo-
ple’s minds.

“‘People are tired of this—
being shot down in the street
by white cops who are acquit-
ted by white juries,”” said Ray
Fauntroy, president of the
local Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference chapter.
“Kids are getiing a steady

i

One of more than 500 Blacks arrested indizseriminately in Miami

diet of this hatred and racism
.+« They are not afraid to die,
and that’s what scares me.”’

The government and the
cops are obviously well aware
of the powder keg they are sit-
ting on, and they were well
prepared to prevent the kind
of outburst that occurred after
the McDuffie verdict in 1980
and again after Johnson's
murder in 1982, “We have
learned our lesson,”’ boasted
public relations officer and
police sergeant Jack Sullivan.

And in some ways they
have. Their response was
more sophisticated this time
around—moving in quickly
with a show nf%urce—haping'
they could intimidate people
into staying off the streets and
coming down hard on those
who did not.

Since 1982 they have
5tcppcd up their “t.'umrnunily
relations’’  operation==trying
{with some success) to win
over moderate community
leaders to encourage Blacks to
"cmpcrntc" with the police
and to recrult Blacks to the
police force, It is a combina-
tion of the carrot and the stick,
except that cops—as a rule—
are more adept at using the
stick, and the carrot is rotten,

The hopes that Black maod-
erates and politicians can be
used to *‘tame’’ the rest of the
community appear to be head-
ed for failure. After the 1980
and 1982 riots, officials sent in
a corps of Black officers and
community leaders to help

keep order, but u'.rurywht_‘t‘t!
they were mei with scorn and
derision.

When Andrew Young and
Jesse Jackson tried to speak at
a community meeting, they
were drowned out in a chorus
of jeers. One angry youth
summed up the feeling in
Miami: '‘The nnlr time we
ever see you so-called leaders
is when you come here trying
to calm somebody down.”’

EXPLOSIONS

We have seen three major
explosions in Miami in the last
four years. And the conditions
that sparked Miami's rebel-
lions—unemployment, pover-
ty and racist violence—exist in
every major U5, city,

These cities will also face
Black rebellions and riots, and
we must support these strug-
gles—and every attempt hy
Blacks to fight back against
their oppressors,

Whenever and wherever we
can, we build that fightback
and try to bring socialist ideas
across in the course of the
struggle.

We also have to argue one
step further: It is unfortunate,
but true, that the American
state has the repressive force
at its disposal to put down
spontancous rebellions  like
the Miami riots.

Howevér, there 18 a force
capable of smashing that state
and putting an end {o racism
—and that force is the work-
ing class.
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