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John is a 39 year old auto
« worker whose wife is preg-
nant with their third child.

Halfway through the
pregnancy John was per-
manently laid off.

He had been working at
the plant for twenty years
and had been making good
monay.

Mow the plant was clos-
ing down and moving to
Texas.

TROUBLE

Although he was a hard
worker and a good worker
he was now out of work.

When he found out he
was out of work he began
having headaches and
trouble sleeping. He came
to see me and | told him his
blood pressure was up.

**No wonder, with a new
baby coming and no job,"’
he replied.

James

CLEVELAND, OH—January
18, 1983, a young man is on.
the telephone with his nunt.

Through his sobs she can
make out bits and pieces of
what he is saying.

There's the recent death of
his mother and something
about a scrap with the police.

She tries to calm her
nephew, but his cries just
grow more hysterical.
Suddenly she hears an explos-
" ion. The line goes dead.

Ten minutes later an emer-
gency medical squad pulls up
to the emergency room.

On their stretcher lies an 18
year old Black male with a
gunshot wound to his right
temple. His brains are splat-
tered on his shirt.

SURVIVAL

This is a real story, not
some plot for a movie or TV
series, but the story of a losing
fight for survival,

It's one story in the many of
-someone hard to make it, but
facing so many obstacles for
s0 long, that the time came to
give up.

James Lee had literally
reached the end of his rope.

Since leaving school, James
Lee had been looking for work.

Any work would have satis-
fied him—just something to
fill the empty days and his
empty pockets.

But with an unemployment
rate of over 50% for Black
youth, his chances were nil.

Then, almosi one year ago
exactly, Lee's mother died,

She was a young woman,
her children still in school.

But her untimely death
wasn't that unusual either.

Not only do Blacks suffer
from higher rates of hyperten-
sion and cancer than whites,
life expectancy for Blacks is
seven years shorter.

Doctor Dena
Magoulias ex-
plains how un
cinployment is
bheconirg one
ol the country's

higgest health

nazalgs

John was right. Unem-
ployment affecis your
health in many ways.

The stress of losing one’s
job can cause a parson’s
blood pressure to rise, their

IN REAGAN'’S
AMERICA

sugar to go up, and choles-
terol to rise.

With time, this can lead
to heart disease, stomach
ulcers, diabetes, and high-
er rate of infection.

The stress of unemploy-
ment can cause people to
resort to drinking alcohel,
which can cause problems
such as liver elrrhosis.

Unemployment can lead
to depression and suicide.

Admissions to mental
hospitals increase and the
suicide rate is thirty times
higher in the unemployed.

It can lead to more family
problems and cause a man
to abuse his wife and child-
ren. Unemployment ¢an
also affect health by lead-
ing to poor nutrition and
housing. 50% of people on’
welfare are poorly nour-
ished.

Infant mortality rate, the
number of infants dying
shortly after birth, Is in-
creasing as the unemploy-
ment rate Increases, and
this is largely due to poor
nutrition and pranatal cara
of pregnant women.

Lee: Black, no job
and desperate

BY FAITH SIMON

James Lee was having an
especially bad day on January
18,
Early in the day he'd had an
argument with his girlfriend.

Later, driving down the
street, he saw her and did a u-
turn to catch up with her,

They had some words on the
street, nothing much to it.

But unfortunately, the inci-
dent was witnessed by the
cops who were quick to pounce
ofi Lee.

James Lee had never been
in trouble with the police but
he had seen and heard about

what can happen when Black
kids meet up with cops.

It's not hard to imagine
what he might have been
thinking as he held the citation
in his hand—jail or maybe
something worse?

James Lee went home,

In silence he walked past his
sisters and went upstairs to
the bedroom to make a phone
call,

James Lee, like an ever
increasing number of Black
Americans was desperate.

A recent Labor Department
study of unemployed Black
workers found an alarming
rate of ‘“‘psychological dis-
tress’’ among them.

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR:
STILL NO HOLIDAY

Marching for Martin Luther King, Jr., in Oakland, California

Respondents to the inter-
viewers frequently blamed
themselves for not being able
to find work and that they felt
their *'lives were not very use-
fuls”

CONNECTION

Recenily, 4 Harvard psych-
intrist, Dr. Alvin Poussaint,
stated, “‘There is a connection
between high unemployment
and the incidence of mental ill-
ness, homicide, and suicide,
especially among Blacks . . .»

He found that the suicide
rate among Blacks, once far
below that of whites, had gone
up, along with unemploy-
mernt. ]

To sum up, according to
Mr. Harvey Brenner, a
professor at Johns Hopkins
University, a 1.4% increase
unemployment, sustained

over a six year period bet-
waen 1970 and 1976, result-
ed in 20,240 deaths from
heart and kidnay disease,
495 deaths from cirrhosis of
the liver, 920 suicides, 648
homicides, 4,227 first
admissions to state mental
hospitals, and 3,340 admis-
sions to state prisons.

Unemployment has sub-
stantial physical and emo-
tional effects on a person’s
life.

With all these increases
in health problems, one
would nead to see a doctor
more often. However, once
a person Is unemployed
they lose their health insur-
ance and therefore cannot
afford to go to the doctor.

Fawer than 30% of un-
employed workers have any
health Insurance at all, and
those that do have to spend
one fourth of their unem-
ployment benefits to con-
tinue their former cov-
eraga.

RESPOND

ut how doas GovaTn-
m'fm respond? \}Vhﬁh cut-
backs in medicaid, making
it difficult for the unemp-
loyed worker to be sligible.
With no insurance the
unemployed often ignore
health problems until it is
too late instead of going
early to prevent serious
problems from developing.

One of the major reasons
unemployment affects your
health is because of the
stress it arouses.

Many Ilinesses are relat-
ed to stress.

The first step to control
stress is to stop blaming
yourself for being laid off.

it’s not your fault that a
capitalist economy doesn’t
provide enough jobs—the
system Is at fault.

In John's case a board of
directors in New York City
simply decided that the
plant should move south
because they could make
more monay by exploiting
non-unionized workers.

They didn’t care that the
community they left behind
was devastiated.

CONTROL

The second step in fight-
ing the effects of unemploy-
ment is to gain control over
your situation by fighting

back—in the form of de-
monstrations, sit-ins, and
strikes organized to protest
plant elosings.

The third step is to join
others in the fight against
capitalism—because only
when workers band togeth-
er to form a soclalist society
will unemployment and its
stresses be ended. ()




At the end of January,
Ronald Reagan gave one of his
better performances—well
above a B rating.

In fact, the audience loved
him. Three standing ovations.
Twenty six applauses in 45
minutes. Only once were there
a few scattered boos from dis-
gruntled Democrats,

What was this bi-partisan
celebration all about?

It was the annual state of
the union message, and, ac-
cording to Reagan, things are
looking up, ‘' America is on the
mend. "

Inflation, taxation, interest
rates, government spen:iing
and regulation are ‘‘coming
under control''. The long
awaited ‘‘recovery’’ has be-
gun,

Reagan did, however, ac-
knowledge in passing that
“‘our success’’ has a human
price.

**For too many of our fellow

THE HUMAN PRICE
OF REAGAN’S BUDGET

Worlier

WHAT WE THINK

citizens—farmers, steelwork-
ers and autoworkers, lumber-
men, Black teenagers and
working mothers, this is a
painful period.

"'We must all do everything
in our power to bring their
ordeal to an end.”’

Pretty words, but the exper-
ience of 1982 reveals the
brutal consequences of his
policies, and the crisis of the
system he represents.

17,000 new farm fore-
clogures. 117,000 additional
auto and steel workers thrown
out on the street. 55,000 newly
unemployed Black teenagers.

Ten times that number of
Black adults forced into the
unemployment lines of Ameri-
ca's inner cities in one year
alone,

For women workers, the un-
employment rate rose from
6.7% to 9.2% in 1982, while

YOU WILL EAT, BYE AND BYE
IN THAT GLORIOUS LAND IN THE SKY.
NO WORK, NO PAY, LIVE ON HAY L=
YOU'LL GET PIE IN THE SKY WHEN YOU DIE. A=

# Flom " THE PREACHER AND THE SLAVE "8Y JoE HILL

U.S. “CERTIFIES” EL SALVADOR

On January 21, the Reagan
adminigtration “certified”
that the regime in El Salvador
had *made progress’” on
human rights.

Mo one else seems to think
s0. Amnesty International
reports that since 1979, 30,000

is forced on us. "

clvilians have been killed in El
Salvador, the majority of
whom—24,000—had nothing
to do with the fighting, but
were killed anyway by the
military.

The ‘‘certification’’ is, of
course, just a rubber stamp for

FIGHTING WORDS —

I don't mean to say that we advocate violence: but we
won 't tell our members to allow themselves to be shot
down and beaten up like cattle, Violence as a general rule

—Vincent S5t John, I W, W,, 19]]

the fact that military aid is
being stepped up—mainly
because the military in El Sal-
vador is not able to win the
War,

It lost another major battle
at the end of January when
rebels took the southeastern
town of Berlin.

CONTROL

With this victory, guerilla
forces now control more than
one-third of the rich agricul-
tural provinee of Usulutan.

“‘Certification’" has also led
to new protests in this count-
ry—protests which must be
supported and built, L)

Vice-president Bush and Democrat Tip O 'Neil listen to Reag-
an—all smiles

the gap between men and -

women's wages continues to

increaze, with female earnings
now below 50% of the averige
male's wage,

50  despite Reagan's
sermon, workers in the Allen-
towns of America are increas-
ingly facing a grim reality of
poverty.

Average weekly earnings,
adjusted for inflation, are
down over 4.2% in 1982. 28
million le now live below
thaaﬁ%lm.- dae

Unemployment has reached
12 million, its highest level
since the end of the de-
pression of the thirties.

In fact, over half the work
force has experienced un-
employment, reduced work
time, or wage cuts in 1982,

CHARITY

Reagan's speech was not all
self-congratulation and hypo-
crisy. He did announce a four
point package of new chari-
table contributions to cor-
porate America.

The size of the Federal Bud-
get is to be frozen, so cor-
porate tax and interest rates
can be lowered.

He cven suggested that
corporate taxes be eliminated
altogether in follow up com-
ments to the press.

The budget itself will con-
tinue to be reshaped away
from America's inner cities
and toward the Pentagon.

Spending on social pro-
grams will be reduced three
percent in 1984,

PENTAGON

The %6 billion ‘‘cut’” in
military spending is actually
a subtraction from an earlier
proposal for a $36 billion
increase.

So Reagan's double-speak
means that the Pentagon's
budget will get a 9 percent
increase, topping $236 billion
in 1984,

A “standby’’ tax to go in
effect in late 1985 would raise
the price of gas 12¢ a gallon
and pr_-r.'mnili income tax 5%.

In short Reagan offers the
working clags falling living

standards, rising unemploy-
ment and war,

Unless we act.

The day after his address,
Reagan travelled to Boston's
Roxbury community to push
the idea of high tech free
enterprise zones in the ghetto.

This time the audience
wasn't enthusiastic—it was
militant. 2,000 counterdemon-
strators greeted Reagan with
fists raised, chanting pro-
working class and anti-war
slogans, ' , :

It iz thizs type of direct
activity that has the potential
to reverse Reagan's plan to
further cut social spending
while preparing for war.

It should be remembered
that programs such as medi-
caid, food stamps, child nutri-
tion, welfare, unemployment
compensation and student
loans were created in re-
sponse to the mass demon-
strations and rebellions of the
Black, women’s and student
movements of the sixties.

CLASS

Today, we need a new work-
ing class movement capable
of defending these programs
and reversing the defeats of
the seventies. We need a
movement that can fight in the
workplaces and unions—as
well as the streets,

We also need a new socialist
current that can look to the
long term solutions to the
problems of poverty and war
proposed by the world capital-
ist system in crisis. [

BY BEN BLAKE
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CHICAGO, IL—The man
wearing the Reagan mask
walked through a crowd of
angry demonstrators in Chie-
ago's Grant Park. A middle-
aged Hispanic man stepped
from the crowd, shouting
“Reagan, please give me a
job!"”*

Across the street from the
park, in the luxurious Conrad

BY LANCE SELFA

fundraiser for lllinois Senator
Charles Percy.

The guest list included 12
Republican senators and Illi-
nois Governor James Thomp-
s0M.

Police in Memphis, Tennes-
see, are under fire after a
bloody siege which left seven
Black men dead, five of whom
died from gunshot wounds to
the head.

Reminiscent of the 1969
ambush slaying of Black Pan-
ther Fred Hampton in Chic-
ago, six of the seven were kill-
ed in a single nine foot by
eleven foot bedroom.

More than ecighty rounds
were fired by police, who car-
ried guns with lights mounted
on them so they could clearly
aim for the head.

CALL

The siege began when
police received an anonymous
phone call about a purse
snatching in a Black working
class neighborhood in North
Memphis.

No suspects were found, so
they left. A second phone call
prompted police to visit the
small house.

When two policemen en-
tered the house, several men
allegedly jumped them and
shots were exchanged.

More cops called in and a
short gun battle took place.
Three police escaped, and
one, Robert Hester, was cap-
tured,

A special police outfit, the
Tactical Apprehension Con-
tainment Team, was called in
after 30 hours and police
stormed the house guns blaz-
ng.

All seven Blacks were kili-
ed.

[The captured vop had been
beaten to death.

Police have been frying to
justify the use of excessive
violence, by repeating that the
scven men were part of a
freaky religious gpult.

CHICAGO PROTESTS $1,000 DI

groups and Third World solid-
arity organizations marched
and chanted in the cold night
air January 19.

ANGRY

Now and then, protestors
broke toward police barri-
cades, booing and jeering din-
ner guests who stepped from

a group from a poor West Side
neighborhood, explained why
the crowd was angry.

“We don't have any jobs.
With the state of the economy
we don’t have any income,"
she said.

Forty-five Austin residents
came to protest Reagan's
“milking the community’’ to

NNER FOR REAGAN

stration organizers, the Illinois
Coalition Against Reagan
Economics, set up a Depres-
sion-like soupline to warm
protestors.

MESSAGE
This and other anti-Reagan
demonsirations across the

country had a simple mes-

A GROUPS limosines that pulled in front pay for military *“attack prog- sage, according to Daviston,
Hilton Hotel International of the hotel. rams,”’ Daviston added. While Reagan and his right-
Blllrﬂﬂlﬂ. the real Ronald About 400 dEm“F"ﬂ‘qﬂ Palsteen Dl\rlﬂ[ﬂn, an ll:ﬁl"- u“gmplnygd I'.I'I.I.I:hihiﬂh and wlng allies fork out 31.@' for
Reagan addressed a $1,000-a- from  unions, community ist from the South Austin  steelworkers carried signs  dinner, she said, “people are
plate black tic Recpublican organizations, disarmament Community Coalition Council. calling for jobs. And demon- starving right here.”’
e == =—r=——m — =

Maualcolm X

RETHA HILL ON THE MEMPHIS KILLINGS

Evidence against the al-
leged crazed cultisis included
the fact that they read the
Bible, had the Islamic symbol
of the half moon and star
painied on the back door, did
not eat pork (along with
hundreds of millions of Mos-
lems worldwide) and refused
to drink water.

The most damning evidence
is that the seven men believed
police to be agenis of the
devil.

Police apparenily learned
this last bit of information
minutes before the tactical
squad stormed the house.
Through listening devices po-
lice overheard Lindberg Sand-
ers, an unemployed construc-
tion worker, dubbed by the
media as the leader, My
daddy's dead, my brother's
dead, and the devil's dead."”

Police have further disclos-
ed that Sanders had been
treated for a major psychotic
disorder at a psychiatric hos-
pital, and suffered from the
delusion that the world was
scheduled to end a week be-
fore the siege.

Despite lengthy explana-
tions at a two and a half hour
press conference, police have
failed to convince Memphis's
Black community that they
went in with other intentions
than the expressed desire to
kill and to take no prisoners.

BOMB

First, they threw a concus-
sion bomb in the house—a
weapon constructed so the air-
wave shock of the explosion
would leave the men uncon-
sclous.

Second, five of the men
were shot in the head, and six
were found in the same room.

Then, considering that the
men had only two guns and
most of the bullets had been
expended in the first shoot
out, the cops could have con-
cluded that they had only a
few bullets left.

All evidence points to the
fact that police entered
the home and shot the men
who were unconscious or half
unconscious in the head.

The incident in Memphis is
part of a recent rash of killings
in which Black men have been
shot point blank by police.

Police brutality in Philadelphia

7

Y,

The death of Nevile Johnson
in Overtown, Miami, is the
most noted example.

. Johnson was the
last of four Black men shot
by police in the month of
December in Miami.

The fifth was sevenieen
year old Alonso Singleton,
who was shot eight times,
including five bullets in the
back by police during the
rebellion which  followed
Johnson's death.

SUSPICIOUS

In Detroit, within 39 hours,
two Black men, including a
former mental patient who
was holed up by police in a
garage, was shot and killed,

In Cleveland, Milwaukee,

BY ANY MEANS NECESSARY:
BLACK POLITICS IN AMERICA

STOP THE

POLICE WAR ON
BLACK AMERICA

Los Angeles and New York
City, Blacks have been killed

under suspicious circum-
stances.

When it comes to Black
men, police do not hesitate to
use¢ excessive force before
other metheds of apprehen-
slon.

It's no real wonder that
Sanders believed the cops to
be devils, considering their
ruthless and bloody history of
dealing with the Black com-
munity.

For people who say the
Blacks deserve what they
deserve for pulling or having a
gun, it would do them well to
remember that police have
always claimed that murdered
Blacks have pulled guns or
knives on them.

In the early 1970's civilian
review boards repeatedly dis-
covered that police often used
the tactic of plnr_'ing weapons
in the victim’s hands.,

In Memphis, the seven men
had two guns and two hunting
knives in their weapons cache.

Only one weapon was found
on the scene that had ap-
parently been in recent use.

Police have (traditionally
been the enemy of Black
people, especially in the cities,
where they take the place of
night riders and other terror-
ists. They shoot first and make
excuses later.

VOICE

It's high time we end the
police war on Black America.

Qur united voice of protest
must be complemented with
the spirit of rebellion.

Black and white must rally
to meet the police, our com-
mon enemy, for then it'll

. become on less siep from

Overtown to overthrow, ]

Paos 4 Snacisliet Warker Fehruarv. 1983




TEACHER
STRIKES

SETTLED

Two teacher’s strikes in
Dhio were seitled in Jan-
uary but one, in Hartville,
continues, as suburban loc-
als are drawn into disputes
to defend benefits and
wages.

Pennsylvania’s  longest
teacher’s strike, in the
small town of California,
ended on January 18th in
partial victory. The 74-day
strike won 76 teachers a
contract with provisions
stipulating no layoffs in the
first two years, and pay
raises of $1,600-51,800.

WORK

Ohio’s Willoughby-East-
lake district strike ended
January 26 when teachers
won guarantees of no lay-
offs, no reprisals against
strikers, and pay increases
of approximately 6.8%.

The contract raises base
pay from $13,310 a year to
514,200,

Members of the Wil-
loughby-Eastlake Teachers
Association, on strike since
January 10 picketed the
Cleveland Electric Illumin-
ating Company to protest
the utility’s policy of en-
couraging employees to
serve on school boards.
These employees invariably
maintain anti-union posi-
tions.

The 500 AFT members in
Cleveland Heights settled
January 16 after the board
restored certain benefits
and offered wage increases
of 9%-8Y%4-5 over three
years.

SHOP

The board refused to
grant an agency shop, and
trouble is expected by the
third year of the contract.

Negotiations in the Lake
local district of Hartville
remain stalled.

About 140 teachers have
been on strike since Jan-
uary 3. Dozens of teachers
have been arresied on the
picket lines for ignoring a
judge’s injunction that lim-
ited the number of strikers

allowed to picket.

" Schools have remained
open despite student walk-
outs protesting substitute
teachers.

High school junior Brian
Lucas said “*we walked out
because we think the teach-
ers are right.”” O

Just who is this guy?

Is he a mortal or what? Has
he walked on water yet or does
that come after the election?

With this prayer, Rev. John
Porter introduced U.5. repre-
sentative Harold Washington
who went on to announce his
candidacy for the mayorship of
Chiecago.

START

Kind of a strange way to
start a political campaign, but
thizs kind of messianie fervor Is
hardly unusual in Washing-
ton's case,

Washingion's  candidacy
has met with tremendous sup-
port, especially within Chic-
ago's Black community.

The level of
Washington's grass roots org-
anization and community sup-
port makes this campaign the
strongest challenge to the
regular Democratic machine
in 30 years.

The lberal “‘movement”
behind Washington's camp-
aign is comprised mainly of
Blacks who have been contin-
ually denied proportional rep-
resentation in the city govern-
nl:nui. despite ‘ﬂt;u fact th::
t com percent
th? city's mhﬂﬂl

The candidacy also
place in the context of the
disintegration of the left in
Chicago and the absence of
any kind of mass movement in
the Black community that is
independent of clectoral polit-
ics.

Washington is in perfect
position to take advantage of
this reform “*movement.””

LOYAL

His record in congress is the
picture-perfect portrait of the
good Democratic liberal who
formed the loyal opposition to
Reagan's cutbacks and mili-
tary bloat—while voting the
party line on partisan issues.

Washingion calls himself a
Democratic independent, a
somewhat misleading label.

While he is independent of
the Chicago Democratic mach-
ine, he is closely tied with the
national Democratic Party.

And the Democratic Party is
no friend to the Blacks and
workers that the Washington
campaign claims to represent.

Madnass

by Pete Binns
$1.50 from Hera
Press

Harold Washin
a good liberal

Let us pray
We thank You tot
thas man. we thank
You tor whal he
rl',"F}{i,"',l_,'I1|f'. W
(hank You 1ot
these who have
gathered from lai
angd near around
the country and
around tne city to
dedicate and con
sacrate this our
new I'-.IF‘I(',\. one whno

can bring justice
aquality. mercy
and the good life
far all rh;:- people of
this great city. ™

Despite their rhetoric, the
Democratic Party remains
firmly on the side of the capi-
talist.

After all, it was Jimmy Cart-
er who was talking about
supply-side economics, who
drew up plans to break uniens
of government workers, who
increased the military budget
and planned to cut taxes long
before Ronald Reagan got into
office.

And it was a Democratic
House of Representatives that

Reagan's budgets for
the past two years.

The *“‘movement’” behind
Washington iz bound to run
into the electoral dead-end.

Any activism surrounding
this campaign is electoral act-
ivism—the Black “move-
ment”” behind Washington
will end at the ballot box.

Just like the anti-war candi-
dates of the "60s and the cand-
idates championed by wo-
men’s  organizations . like
NOW, Washington, if elected,

Harold Washington

will be completely unaccount-
able to the “movement”” that

Just ask the people who
headed up the same sort of
populist-style campaign four
years ago—the election that
put Chicago’s current mayor,
Jane Byrne, in office.

Ever since, Byrne has been
catering to the interests of
Chicago's g and
banking elite, attacking
sirikes of the city's teachers,
firemen and transit workers.

To step up expenditures for
revitalizing the city’s down-
town business district, Byrne
cut back services for the poor,
for instance, mass transit.

In particular, Byrne has
done everything possible to
incur the lasting hatred of the
city’s Blacks who provided her
with the margin of victory in
1979 by defecting en masse
from the machine candidate.
Byrne has made a point of
passing over qualified Blacks
in line for leadership roles

gton:

BY ALAN MAASS

cut back on social services to
working class women, making
things worse than four years
ago.

CHANGE

Likewise, electing Harold
Washington will do nothing to
change the situation of Chic-
ago's Blacks and workers for
the better.

He will work for the Democ-
ratic Party who will in turn
work for the corporations and
banking elite.

The last thing we need now
is a movement that puts more
liberal politicians in office.

We must rebuild the Black
liberation movement of the
60’s—a movement that fights
for liberation on the sireets,
not through the ballot box. [J

UNEMPLOYED COUNCILS MEET

PITTSBURGH, PA—In many
cities throughout the U.S. un-
employed councils are spring-
ing up to organize the unem-
ployed.

They generally fight for
local demands of their mem-
bers for health care provisos
and against evictions, mort-
gage foreclosures and utility
shut offs.

Somé have eveén success-
fully prevented factory clos-
Ures.

by BRIAN ERWAY

On January 22, represenia-
tives from nearly thirty unem-
ployed councils around the
country met in Pittsburgh and
formed the Natlonal Unem-
ployed Network.

ENERGY

Although it appears that too
much energy may be diverted
to lobbying, the network rep-
resents a real gain for devel-

ating activities.

Unemployed councils offer
real potential as fighting
organizations of workers who
are fed up with this whole sys-
tem.

Socialists should be invol-
ved helping to draw the politi-
cal conclusions. For more in-
formation, contact NUN, 600
Walnut Street, McKeesport,
PA 15132. O

Fahmias: 1007 Carialied Warkar Dase &



by KENT WORCESTER
T Y S VST T

Real, existing soclalism . . .

Switzerland is reknown
a country where discrete
investors can leave their
money without fear of ex-
posure.

But last year, when Swiss
law changed to loosen the
secrecy, an unusual institu-
tion stepped in to provide
westerners with a safe
place for their money.

It does not matter what
your name ig, and we do not
look at your passport,”” the
advertising campaign says.

““The National Savings
Bank of Budapest, Hungary
offers complete confiden-
tiality and a 13.5% interest
on one year deposits,

So far, over 2,000 west-
erners have deposited more
than $30 million . . .

The lord is merciful . . .
Falwell on welfare recip-
ients: **That crowd ought to
be left to starve until they
decide that a job is a good
deal.™ =

Plenty of exerclse . . .

People magazine, in its
review of 1982, asked presi-
dent Reagan if *‘you ever
look down from the upper
floors of the White House,
across to Lafayette Park
where a soup kitchen is set
up for the city’s hungry and
homeless? Have you no-
ticed these people?”’

Reagan: *°l didn't know
that was going on. But I'll
make a point of looking now
that you've told me.

‘“You see, the living
quarters are on the oppo-
site gide of the White
House so there iz very little
occasion to go and look out.
The one room I do use is the
exercise room. "’ O

Atomic cafe . . .

The Los Angeles Civil
- Defense office decided just
last year to put all of the
survival food of their civil
defense shelters of the
19605 to good use.

They gave tons of surviv-
al food, in the form of
crackers, to relief organiza-
tions throughout the world.

Unfortunately, this
simple solution failed to

‘convince the Food and

Drug Administration, who
feared that 20 year old
crackers might not be the
best ‘thing for the mal-
nourished of the world.

But after an investigation
the FDA determined that
the crackers *‘were not haz-
ardous nor very palatable.””

They still have some food
value, said the FDA.

Los Angeles city officials
had gained the attention of
the FDA prior to this when
it was revealed that L.A.
officials were sending re-
fugees expired medicine
from the city’s store-
FOOMmS. O

a recently announced

GOVERNMENT ATTACKS AID TO S'I'I.IDEN'I'S

The Reagan administration
regula-
tions which will cut off Federal
‘education loans and grants to
students who refuse to regis-
ter for the draft.

The regulations are to im-
plement a law passed by Con-
gress this September as part
of the Military Selective
Service Act.

Due to take effect in July,
1983, the law will affect some
2 million male students in
colleges and universities.

SIGN

Students would be required
to sign a form certifylng that
they have registered, and pro-
vide proof, when applying for
Federal aid.

An estimated $8.5 billion in
student aid would be affected
including programs such as—
guaranteed student loans,
direct student loans, supple-
mental grants, and work study
programs.

The law will fall hardest on
lower income students who

BY PETER COGAN

depend on Federal aid to af-
ford a college education.

Although some private
schools have announced plans
to provide private aid
those affected, the majority of
students will have little
choice—register or drop out
of school.

This law, along with the se-
lective prosecution of out-
spoken non registranis is
intended to force compliance
with the draft registration law.

Over 1 million men have not
registered for the draft.

Non registration is a felony
carrying a five year sentence

and $10,000 fine.
REPORT

Under new Selective Service
procedures, once a draft law is
passed young men would
receive letters requiring them
to report for induction zeven
days later,

Shouldn’'t a worker give a fair
day's work for a tair day’'s pay?

The biblical quote, *To him
that hath shall be given.

“From him that hath not
shall be taken even that which
he hath,”' is a good summary
of the capitalist system,

Inequality is a perpetual
state of things under capital-
ism.

No matter what laws are
passed guaranteeing equal
rights (laws that must be
fought for, over and over
again), there continues fo
exist a fundamental and grow-
ing inequality.

OWNERSHIP

This inequality is based on
the ownership of property and
means of production—factor-
ies, machinery, distribution
syatems, and so on.

We are told that the Constit-
ution and all the laws that flow
from it protects the dollar in
the pocket of the poor per-
son—just as much as the del-
lar in the pocket of the million-
nire,

In fact, a million dollars
guarantees a million times
more the protection for the
millionaire.

To survive, the poor person
must work for the millionaire,
who controls the means of
production,

In other words, he must sell
his labor power.

The labor market says the
capitalist economy requires
the owner to pay a *‘fair day’s
wage'' and requires the work-
er to give a **fair day’s work."’

But what about the profit
produced? This is a reward to
the capitalists, say the econo-
mists, for allowing his factory

by BILL ROBERTS

to be put to use, But it's more
than a reward,

Supposedly a factory costs
$100 million to set up.

After all operating ex-
penses—wages, material,
machinery replacement—the
company gets a ten percent
net reward—profit,

And suppose this 10 percent
“reward’’ is maintained for
ten years,

After that time the original
investment will have been
paid back,

But the reward does not
stop.

In fact the owner is twice as
well off. He has his original
investment back, plus the ac-

There would be little time to
make other plans.

Also being proposed in Con-
gress are plans for mnndntn[y
“‘national service'' for all
youth.

Under this proposal every
person would be required to
serve one year in the military
or working on government
projects—under penalty of im-
prisonment.’

Already the ranks of the
military are being filled by the
so-called poverty drafi—
young people forced by eco-
nomic circumstances to take
the only job available—in the
military,

MNow, as Federal aid for
education is being cut stu-
dents will be forced to register
in order to receive the aid still

‘available,

In the event the U.S. de-
cides to intervene abroad, in
El Salvador, the Middle East,
Southern Africa or elsewhere,
the povernmet wants to be
able to expand the military
rapidly. Registration is part of
this.

We in the U.5. must fight
to build a movement opposing
U.5. intervention.

The fact that over 1 million
have refused to register is a
positive sign that the lessons
of Vietnam haven’t been for-
gotten,

No Registration! No Draftl
No War! 0

Inequality
IS perpetual

T T S ——

cumulated profits.

In addition he continues to
be rewarded. The worker, in
the meantime, must sacrifice
his energy, his health and
time each day for ten years.

If he is lucky he has some
credits towards a retirement
income that will not be ade-
quate and perhaps some small
savings—mostly invested in a
house—if he iz average.

The worker is no closer to
owning his own factory than
the day he started to work.

POVERTY

Even if he had reduced his
consumption to poverty level
in order to save, the worker
would have lost ground to the
millionaire,

The “fair day's work for a

The workers must sacrifice his energy and his health and if he is
lucky he will have some savings

fair day’s pay’* has multiplied
the capital of the factory
owner, while leaving the work-
er with no capital and no
cholee but to go on working for
roughly the same wage.

INCREASE

The ‘“‘equal rights"’ of the
capitalist and worker have
increased inequality.

This anomaly was one of
Marx's great discoveries.

There is no mechanism or
law that forces the capitalist to
pay his workers the full value
of their work.

The worker is paid just
enough to get him to put all
hizs efforts at the disposal of
the capitalist each day.

From the capitalist’s point
of view giving the worker
enough to keep him fit for
work and to raise his children
as the next generation of
workers is the ‘‘fair day's
pay’’ for labor power.

But the amount of wealth
needed to keep workers fit for
a day is considerably less than
the amount he can produce.

This extra Marx ecalled
“surplus value,”” and it goes
into the pocket of the capital-
ist, The control of this “‘extra"
wealth is what perpetuates
and expands the fundamental
inequality on a world scale.

CLOSE

Mo individual worker can
begin to close the gap on this
inequality.

Only a collective effort can
turn this system over and re-
place it with one of democratic
sharing of the wealth pro-
duced. O




Quehec’s public workers
challenge wage controls

A Special
report from
Workers'

Action, paper
of Canada’s
International
Socialists

DEPO-PROVERA:

e s E = ]
BY DAVID MecNALLY
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~ Workers i Canada's
I"'rum:h-.‘.'punking ininr;!c.
Quebec, have responded to an
government attack on their
wages and working conditions
with a massive strike.

In the last week of January,
200,000 government workers
were on  strike—teachers,
clerks, office workers, hospi-
tal, day care and health

A THREAT TO
WOMEN'’S LIVES

Last month in Washington,
three women stood before a
roomfull of reporters and told
their personal horror stories of
deformed children, cervical
cancer, and sterility.

These women have some-
thing in common,

CHANGED

Each had been prescribed
Depo-Provera  for  contra-
ceptive use—an experimental
synthetic hormone, And each
of their lives have changed
because of it.

The three women who spoke
out are not alone.

Depo-Provera  has  been
taken by more than eleven
million women in B0 countries
since its introduction in the
sixties by the Upjohn Co.

In the U.S. alone, the Na-
tlonal Women's Health Net-
work has a registry of over 200
users whose problems range
from sterility to loss of sexual
desire, to bréenst tumors.

But according to Upjohn
research manager Gordon
Duncan, none of these prob-
lems are serious enough ‘o
preclude its use as a contra-
ceptive.”’

The results of early tests of
Depo on animals must have
r«:lippud by Mr. Duncan.

Studies using beagles and
rhesus monkeys over a 17 year
period both showed alarming
cancer rates.

In 1978, Upjohn's own
scientists concluded that the
cancer was “likely related to
treatment with Depo-Prov-
era.”’

The FDA has twice rejected
the use of Depo-Provera for
birth contral, but in 1972 ip-
proved it for use as a pain re-
liever in certain types of
inoperable cancer.

That makes Depo a legally
marketed drug for use by
physicians as they see fit.

WORLD

50, despite animal studies
demonstrating the danger of
the drug, despite actual case
histories of ruined lives, and
despite an unscientific study
of 11,000 Black women in
Atlanta, where no attempt for
follow up was even made, the
drug is being distributed. Mot
Just in the U.5,, but widely, all
aver the world.

BY FAITH SIMON

Belita Cowan, Women's
Health Network

But that's not quite good
enough for Upjohn Co., who
last month requested and
were granted a special hearing
by the FDA.

They are pressing hard to
lift the ban and expand their
markets.

The company's expectation
is that 4 million more women
would use the drug if it were
approved for use in the U.S,

Because an unapproved
drug cannot be exporied from
the U.5.., Upjohn now uses a
Belgium plant to supply a lim-
ited overseas market.

What Upjohn is really after
is distribution through AID
(the 1.5, Aga:m,:_y for Interna-
tional Development), the maj-
or supplier of contracep-
tives to underdeveloped coun-
tries.

BAN

Upjohn needs FDA approval
open the door to massive
exportation—a financial bon-
anza for the company.

The board of Inguiry on
Depo-Provera will take its
time before deciding whether
the drug is hazardous to wo-
men's health,

But for the hundreds of
women suffering the effects of
the drug, the verdict is already
out. '

The Mational Women's
Health Network Is leading the
fight for a ban on the drug’s
use as a contraceptive and in-
tend to sue Upjohn, seeking
compensation for Depo-Proyv-
era victims.

Women who have been
given the drug should contact
the National Women's Health
Network at: 224 Seventh 5t.
SE, Washington, D.C. 20003,

workers, the biggest strike in
Quebec in a deoade,

The strike was organized by
the Common Front., an al-
liance of three public sector
unions—the Quebec Teachers
Federation, the Confederation
of National Trade Unions and
the Quebec Federation of
Labor.

RESPONSE

The strike is in response to
the government's new law,
Law 105, which slashes $406
million in wages from the
province's 335,000 workers.

The cuts amount to as much
as 20% wage cuts for some
Quebec workets.

The government in power in
Quebec is the Parti Quebecois,
the middle class nationalist
party, first elected in 1976 on
the promise of promoting the
interests of Canada’s French-
speaking minority,

The Parti Quebecois wnas
clected with strong working
class support. Since 1976,
however, it has become
seriously alienated from the
organized labor movement.

And no wonder. Today, the
Parti Quebecois’ solution to
the economic woes of French
Canada is in the tradition of
Ronald Reagan and Britain's
Margaret Thatcher,

“SOCIALIST” MITTERAND

Cuts in state expenditures
are combined with attacks on
working class organizations—
while government leaders sit
back and wait for the world
economic crisis to resolve it-
self.

Prime Minister Rene Leves-
que responded to the Common
Front strike by threatening
*draconian measures’’ to
squash the workers’ move-
ment.

PRISON

Just to make the point,
five transit workers, leaders of
a wildcat strike last year, were
sent to prison just as the
Common Front strike began.

Under government legisia-
tion, unions now face daily
fines of up to $8,000 a day,
and individual sirikers 380 a
day.

The walkout began on
Wednesday, January 25, and
by the end of the week 130,000
teachers and  pgovernment
workers were on strike,

On Saturday, January 29,
35,000 Common Front sirikers
demonstrated in the capital
city, Quebec City.

By Monday, January 31,
there were nearly 200,000
waorkers on strike, (lﬂ.’q‘.piﬂ: ian
agreement reached by the
government  with 16,000

nurses, not represented by the
Common Front.

The economie erisis has had
its effect on Canadian work-
&rs, Ilmg known ftor their
willingness to take on the
picket lines.

This strike, however, com-
ing as it does in the wake of
the strike of Canadian Chrysl-
ler workers, could open up a
new phase in the struggle.

It marks the firat direet
challenge to wage controls,
now covering half a million
Canadian government work-
ers, and, along with the
Chrysler strike, it shows that
Canadian workers are fed up
with concessions, '

POWER

It is also a reminder of the
power of Quebee’s working
class.

In 1972, the first Common
Front strike took place.

It became the largest and
longest general strike in North
American history.

It lasted three weeks, dur-
ing which time workers
occupied dozens of factories
and hospitals, took over
several Quebec towns, and
organized the strike with the
help of radie and television
stations—taken over by the
strikers and operated under
workers' control!

BACKS U.S. MISSILE POLICY

French soclalist president
Francois Mitterand's speech
to the German parliament last
month put him firmly behind
the U.5. nuclear arms build
up.

Describing France as a
“layal partner’” in the western
alliance, he attacked the Rus-
sian military build up,

As long as that existed, U.5.
medium range missiles had to
be deployed in Europe.

COMFORT

His speech was aimed at
glving help and comfort to the
German Christian Democrats
in their uphill struggle to win
German public opinion to the
missiles,

Other western powers are
increasingly worried that pop-
ular feeling will help the Ger-
man soclalist party (SPD)—
who are coming out against
the missiles in the forthcom-
ing election.

Mitterand is also playing
the nationalist card. He hopes
to win support from those in
France who want an independ-
ent French nuclear deterrent,

This is why he doesn’t want
French nuclear weapons taken
into account when the U.5,
and USSR meet in Geneva o
discuss weapons reduction.

In this he is backed by the
Christian Democrats but op-
posed by the SPD.

CHEERED

Mitterand was cheered by
the Christian Democrats after
his speech, who afterwards
claimed it contrasted with the
‘wishful thinking’ of the SPD.

Francois Mitterand

Despite his left talk before
he was elected, he Iz now iry-
ing to pander to conser-
vative opinion in France as his
government turns increasingly
to attacking workers,

Whereas the German social-
ists know there are still a lot of
votes to be gained from camp-
aigning against nuclear weap-
ons, ]
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The strike of 1,600 H o

machinists began at
the Brown and Sharpe
Manufacturing Com-
pany in Rhode Island
on October 18, 198]1—
and it started off with a
bang.

More than three quarters ot
the North Kingstnwn police
force, accompanied by state
police, showed up to greet the
strikers on the first day of
picketing.

In the clash that followed,
two strikers were injured and
six arrested as the police es-
corted management through
the picket line.

By March 22, 1982, the con-
flict had escalated to the point
where, at their second mass
support rally in four weeks,
1,500 strikers and their sup-
porters battled more than 100
state and local police, who
charged them with clubs and

pepper gas.
CLEAR

If one thing was clear in
March, 1982, it was this: the
Brown and Sharpe workers
were willing to fight, and fight
hard, for their contract.

But now, ten months later,
and 16 months into the strike
the union has no plans for
future mass pickets or rallies.

The last rally, held at the
state house on the anniversary
of the strike in October, drew
only 400.

Sharon Smith
Brown and Sh
Island, now th
progress in th

While a handful of pickets
can be found at the plant gates

at any time, maintaining the
24-hour picket lines, most of
the momentum from earlier in
the strike is gone.

The International union
reps have packed up and lefi
town,

The International Associa-
tion of Machinists (IAM) is to
be congratulated for single-
handedly deflating much of
the momentum from the long-
est current labor dispute in the
U.5.

After the two successful
support rallies and mass
pickets held last spring at
Brown and Sharpe, it seemed
that, after six months, the

union was finally Qlﬂﬁtu!.‘i’ﬂ&,w

on a clear-cut strategy
support and fight the com-
pany.

The strike was beginning to
get the nationwide attention it
deserved.

But late last spring the
union leadership decided to do
an about face in strategy.

In June—irenically, the
same month that the R.1. AFL-

CIO began calling on its own_

rank and file to join the picket
line at Brown and Sharpe—the
IAM embarked on a new
course designed to scale down
the spirit of solidarity and
mass activity at the plant gate,

The Machinists union hired
“Corporate Campaign Inc.”
to shape a new direction for
the strike.

Ray Rogers, head of the
organizing firm, is best known
for the three year corporate
campaign against the J.P.
Stevens  southern textile
company for the Amalgam-
ated Clothing and Textile
Waorkers Union.

The corporate campaign
which Rogers has developed is
basically a public pressure
campaign, aimed at using the
intricate links in political and
corporate networks to squeeze
a settlement out of the com-
pany.

In this case, since Donald
Roach is both president of
Brown and Sharpe and a board
member of R.1. Hospital Trust
National Bank, which in turn
holds 17.5% of Brown and
Sharpe stock in trust—a bank
account withdrawal campaign
was devised to get the bank to
put pressure on Brown and
Sharpe to settle,

|




N AND SHARPE:
W NOT TO WIN

reports on the strike at
arpe in Cranston, Rhode
e longest major strike in

» U.S.

Meanwhile, since R.1. sen-
ator John Chafee i a cousin of
Henry Sharpe, chairman of
the Brown and Sharpe board,
letters were directed at him to
put pressure on Henry Sharpe
to settle. And so0 on.

Ray Rogers and the *‘Corp-
orate Campaign'® made some
big claims at the beginning
of the campaign, claims like
“There's no doubt in my mind
that Mr. Roach will be off the
board (of Hospital Trust) if
this thing isn't settled really
soon.**

POLITICIANS

Union activists dove full-
orce into the campaign, as
hey set up “‘informational
sickets'' outgide bank offices
ind leafletted individuals and
inions  to withdraw their
noney from Hospital Trust.
iven after Rogers was let go
ind the union took over the
ampaign, union members
ipent much of the fall canvas-
ing door to door to collect
ignatures of support to local
waliticians.

When the campaign finally
ieetered out this fall, it could
wast that a grand total of $40
nillion—including $28 million
rom the Providence Employ-
ies Penslon Fund—had been
wlled out of Hospital Trust
lank. And 40,000 signatures
if support had been collected
1y the strikers for the State
-ongressional Delegation.

But nothing had changed at
he bargaining table,

Worse still, the whole focus
if the strike had been shifted
rway from the plant gates—
ince the corporate campaign
iegan in June, not one mass

Machinists president William Winpisinger

rally has been held at the
plant.

When the campaign falled
to produce tangible results,
the strike was left direction-
less.

Over the last couple of
months, the biggest battles
over the sirike have been
fought at the court bench.

The union sued the state—
and won—in December, the
right for strikers to collect
state welfare benefits. And
the National Labor Relations
Board in Washington has now
overturned the regional board,
and ruled that Brown and
Sharpe Manufacturing has not
been bargaining in good faith.

This latest ruling should at
least prevent the company
from holding a union decertifi-
cation election in the near fu-
ture, although they've defin-
itely got union-busiing on
their minds.

To even the most skeptical
observer it is now obvious that
Brown and Sharpe is out to
bust the union.

To achieve this would be no
small feat, as District 64 of the
IAM containg within it by far
the largest machinists local in
the state of Rhode Island.

BRINK

Despite Brown & Sharpe’s
whimpering before the public
eye that the strike could force
the company to completely
close down its Rhode Island
operations (they closed their
small North Providence plant
of 115 workers this fall),
their's is hardly the picture of
a firm on the brink of bank-

ruptcy.

The 1970's was a boom de-
cade for Brown and Sharpe,
the 149 year old family busi-
ness—ias the company trans-
formed itself into *‘Brown and
Sharpe, the multinational cor-
poration.’’ By 1980, sales had
nearly quadrupled over the
1972 level, and one half the
firm's net income came from
its overseas subsidiaries.

RECESSION

Brown and Sharpe, like the
rest of the metalworking in-
dustry, has been hit hard by
the recession. In 1981, sales
were down by 9.7%, and 1982
projections look even bleaker,
But Brown and Sharpe is not a
small struggling business,
battling for survival, It's a
relatively stable multinational
corporation, prepared to
weather the storm to get rid of
a union which has struck three
times in six years. With the
economic downturn in sight
and layoffs inevitable, the tim-
ing was perfeet for union-bust-
mg.

So the company forced the
strike on a union which had
already accepted 85% of its
demands, by injecting a last
minute seniority clause and
demanding 100% agreement,
Since the strike, they've
raised the stakes to include
separate contract expiration
dates for the machinist, cleri-
cal and maintenance locals at
the plant, and the right to
assign non-union supervisors
to union jobs for up to 20% of
their time.

At the moment, it looks as if
Brown and Sharpe has the up-
per hand in this strike. But it
doesn’t have to end this way,
And it certainly didn’t have to
come to this.

EFFORT

Now, 15 months into the
strike, the largest machinist
local in Rhode Island is threat-
ened not only with defeat but
with destruction, The IAM,
with all its apparatus, has fail-
ed to make a concerted effort

to mobilize its own member-
ship to support the strike
where it's going to make a dif-
ference—on the picket lines.
In fact, their strategy discour-
aged such activity—it dead-
ended in the courts,

CHANCE

William Winpisinger, 1AM
International president, a self-
acclzimed “socialist”, has yet
to st foot in Rhode Island to
support the strike where he
has stated ‘‘labor history is
being written.”'

The only chance that the
rank and file at Brown and
Sharpe have now is to take the
fight into their own hands, to
bring the battle back to the
picket line, and bring back the
mass rallies which shook
Rhode Island last March. If
thete's one lesson from the
Brown and Sharpe strike it is
this: it's only solidarity and
rank and file action that can
begin to turn the American
labor movement around. [
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The strike of 1,600
machinists began at
the Brown and Sharpe
Manufacturing Com-
pany in Rhode Island
on October 18, 1981—
and it started off with a
bang.

More than three quarters ot
the North Kingstown police
force, accompanied by state
police, showed up to greet the
strikers on the first day of
picketing.

In the clash that followed,
two strikers were injured and
six arrested as the police es-
corted management through
the picket line.

By March 22, 1982, the con-
flict had escalated to the point
where, at their second mass
support rally in four weeks,
1,500 strikers and their sup-
porters battled more than 100
state and local police, who
charged them with clubs and
PEPPer gas.

CLEAR

If one thing was clear in
March, 1982, it was this: the
Brown and Sharpe workers
were willing to fight, and fight
hard, for their contract.

But now, ten months later,
and 16 months into the strike
the union has no plans for
future mass pickets or rallies.

The last rally, held at the
state house on the anniversary
of the strike in October, drew
only 400,

BROWN AR
HOW N(

Sharon Smith reports on the strik
Brown and Sharpe in Cranston, F
Island, now the longest major str
progress in the U.S.

While a handful of pickets
can be found at the plant gates
at any time, maintaining the
24-hour picket lines, most of
the momentum from earlier in
the strike is gone.

" The International union
reps have packed up and left
town.

The International Associa-
tion of Machiniata (IAM} is to
be congratulated for single-
handedly deflating much of
the momentum from the long-
est current labor dispute in the
U.S.

After the two successful
support rallies and mass
pickets held last spring at
Brown and Sharpe, it seemed
thai, after six months, the
union was finally embarking
on a clear-cut strategy to win
support and fight the com-
pany.

The strike was beginning to
get the nationwide attention it
deserved,

But late last spring the
union leadership decided to do
an about face in strategy.

In June—ironically, the
same month that the R.I. AFL-
CIO began calling on its own_
rank and file to join the picket
line at Brown and Sharpe—the
IAM embarked on a new
course designed to scale down
the spirit of solidarity and
mass activity at the plant gate.

The Machinists union hired
“"Corporate Campaign Inc.”
to shape a new direction for
the strike.

Ray Rogers, head of the
organizing firm, 15 best known
for the three year corporate
campaign against the J.P.
Stevens  southern  textile
company for the Amalgam-
ated Clothing and Textile
Workers Union.

The corporate campaign
which Rogers has developed is
basically a public pressure
campaign, aimed at using the
intricate links in political and
corporate networks to squeeze
a settlement out of the com-
pany.

In this case, since Donald
Roach is both president of
Brown and Sharpe and a board
member of R.1. Hospital Trust
Mational Bank, which in turn
holds 17.5% of Brown and
Sharpe stock in trust—a bank
account withdrawal campaign
was devised to get the bank to
put pressure on Brown and
Sharpe to settle,

Meanwhile, since R.1. sen-
ator John Chafee is a cousin of
Henry Sharpe, chairman of
the Brown and Sharpe board,
letters were directed at him to
put pressure on Henty Sharpe
to settle. And so on.

Ray Rogers and the *‘Corp-
orate Campaign'’ made some
big claims at the beginning
of the campaign, claims like
“There’s no doubt in my mind
that Mr. Roach will be off the
board (of Hospital Trust) if
this thing isn't seitled really
soon."’

POLITICIANS

Union activists dove {ull-
force into the campaign, as
they set up “‘informational

upickets” ocutslde bank offices

and leafletied individuals and
unions to withdraw their
money from Hospital Trust.
Even after Rogers was let go
and the union took over the
campaign, union members
spent much of the fall canvas-
sing door to door to collect
signatures of support to local
politicians,

When the campaign finally
peetered out this fall, it could
boast that a grand total of $40
million—including $28 million
from the Providence Employ-
ees Pension Fund—had been
pulled out of Hospital Trust
Bank. And 40,000 signatures
of support had been collected
by the strikers for the State
Congressional Delegation.

But nothing had changed at
the bargaining table,

Worse still, the whole focus
of the strike had been shifted
away from the plant gates—
since the corporate campaign
began in June, not one mass

rally has b
plant,
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Dear Socialist Worker,

I am a Black woman exper-
iencing oppression  daily—
even more 50 now since Reag-
anamics. :

Even before Reagan as |
worked as a bricklayer’s help-
ef at U5, Steelworks in
Homestead, PA, sexist atti-
tudes were directed at me.

Moving to Boston, my fa-
mily and 1 hoped we would
find a good-paying job.

I lost my morigage clerk job
because of a racist supervisor.

My husband had his job
snatched away just to put us
on welfare.

The caseworker from the
D.P.A, doesn’t give any con-
cern to our situation (You
would think he —the case-
worker—was  supporting us
out of his own salary!)

l'*'.nuu,gh 1% cnnughl
Martin L. King and Mal-
colm fought in different
ways, but for the same reas-
ons, total freedom for all
Blacks in this country, for the
oppressed of the worldi—I
want to do my part, these men
laid down their lives so that I
and others like me can live in
freedom.

My choice is to work
through socialism.

Darlene Thompson,
Boston, MA

Dear Socialist Worker,

It takes more than rock
throwing to bring down the
capitalist system,

I think you should stop
-cheer leading, and spend a
little of your time thinking
about a political program cap-
able of taking on this system—
and winning.

The left has been tailing the
Black movement in the streets
for far too long.

What is needed is to win
Black ‘militants to a united
party of Black and white work-
ers, prepared to fight together
on a common program for
soclalism—the only road to
Black liberation.

Jim Jefferson,
Louisville, KY

Dear Socialist Worker,

I have been receiving your
paper for a while and find it
extremely interesting and a
fresh alternative to other
international affairs literature.

Carol Goddard,
Richmond, 1IN

The right wing attack on women

Dear Socialist Worker,

The right-wing attack on
wormen includes far more than
restrictions on reproductive
rights,

Why don’t you cover the
whole range of attacks—from
those on lesbians, to the in-
crease in violence against
women, to the shutting down
of homes for battered women?

Susan Lawrence,
Atlanta, GA

Dear Socialist Worker,

I think you are unrealistic—
to say the least—about the
elected trade union leaders of
this country.

You seem to think they are
all Teamster goons or cow-
ards. And that all they have to
do is wave a magic wand and
the giant multinational corpo-
rations will fall over and give
into their demands.

Obviously, it's not quite so
casy.

One problem is that the
rank and file workers arc just
as unwilling to fightback as
the leaders you denounce,

It this wasn't true, we would
have wildcat sirikes by the
thousands,

More importantly, you ig-

Buy It, Read It, Sell It!

The sama week that Ron-
ald Reagan announced he
was cutting back the food
stamps program even far-
ther, 80,000 hungry peopla
lined up in Detroit alone for
handouts.

Thera are now free food
distributions in nearly
every city—from govern-
ment cheese handouts, to
distributions by churches
and unions.

Socialist Worker sallars

Wrlte io

nore the fact that the best of
the trade union leaders are
more and more taking an act-
ive role in progressive move-
ments from the freeze, to the

P.0. Box 18037 Cleveland OH 44118

Letters, Sociallst Worker

fight for jobs, to opposition to

the chgun war 1n Central
America.

Bill Olson,

5t. Louis, MS

It is because we do not realize in this place in ime what we

are talking about?

It iz time to see that justice an
warld,

What is right? What is wrong
white ., . . Sowhat do you say?

Because of the violence and erimes, we the people are in
the penaliies of our own situations.
LUntil we get our message across and speak out loud we

will not be heard from the heart.

So let the bell ring from within,

d humanity (s needed in this

2 It ix casy as black and

—Lee C, Thompson
Bosron, MA

should go to these lines ana
talk to the people—and sell
the paper.

John Anderson of Detroit
says it can be done.

@ suggests that bran-
ches prepare a leaflet on
the crisis and the soclalist
alternative to go along with
the paper.

Socialist Worker sellers
should also take advantage
of the mild weather.

And don't forget to send
in your reports and sugges-
tions. Winter is coming o
an end but the world econ-
omic erisis isn’t.

AHMED SHAWKI

HEALTH

AND SAFETY
NOTES

BY MATT FILSINGER
P i i =

Emergency

For the first time in the his-
tory of the Occupational
Safety and Health Act, a
court has ordered OSHA to
establish an  emergency
temporary standard for a
chemical,

The American Federa-
tion of State, County, and
Municipal Employees
(AFSCME) and Ralph Nad-
er's Public Citizen Health
Research filed suit to de-
mand that OSHA enact an
emergency standard  for
ethylene oxide (Et0). EtO
is widely used as a sterilizer
in hospitals, and is also a
fumigant and an ingredient
in some pesticides.

100,000 workers in Am-
erica are exposed to EtO.
Scientific studies of hu-
mans and laboratory ani-
mals show that exposure to
octhylene oxide at the cur-
rent allowable level yields a
significant risk of contract-
ing abdominal cancer, leuk-
emia, and chromosomal
(genetic) damage.

Thorne Auchter, the
head of OSHA, has pro-
mised thai the agency will
appeal this decision—prob-
ably delaying action for

years, IR

A renl Thorne!

The American Public
Health Association (APHA)
has called for the removal
of Auchter as the head of
OSHA. Auchter’s exper-
ience prior to being at
(OSHA was as the vice pres-
ident of his daddy's cons-
truction company in Flor-
ida.

The APHA has also
called on DSHA to adopt a
number of pending stand-
ards including ones on as-
bestos, nickel, cadmium,
gilicn, and  anesthetic
gases. They've also called
for a strengthening of
OS5HA's inspection prog-
ram,

Since Reagan and Auch-
ter took office OSHA has
not passed any new stand-
ards for a cancer-causing

agent,
ook

R2D2Z at Work

The first case of a robot
killing a human worker has
occured. It happened in
a Japanese factory. It ap-
pears that if a robot can't
take your job, it might take
more drastic measures. [

Naras 1A Baadallss Washas Baksminss: 1083



A PAGE FROM WORKING CLASS HISTORY

“‘no power greater’’

by BARBARA WINSLOW

Most Afro-Americans who
go to other meetings are
usually interested in things
local—Harlem, thai's ii; or
Mississippl, that's it—nation-
al.

But seldom do you find
them taking a keen interest in
things going on worldwide,
because they don't know what
part they play in things going
on worldwide.

BROAD

But those of us who come
here, come here because we
not only see the imporiance of
having an understanding of
things international, and
where our people, the Afro-
Americans in this country, fit
into that scheme of things,
where things international are
concerned.

We came out because our
scope i broad, our scope 15
international rather than na-
tional, and our interests are

international, rather than
national.
Our interests worldwide,

rather than just limited just to
things American, or things
Mew York, or things Missis-
sippi.

And this is very important,
You can get into a conversa-
tion with a person, and in five
minutes tell whether or not
that person’s scope is broad or
whether that person’s scope is
narrow, whether that person is
interested in things going on
in his block where he lives or
interested in things going on
all over the world.

Mow persons who are
narrow-minded, because their
knowledge is limited, think
they're affected only by things
happening on their block.

But when you find a person
who has a knowledge of things
of the world today, he realizes
that what happens in South
Vietnam can affect him if he's
living on St. Nicholas Avenue,
or what's happening in the
Congo affected his situation
on 8th Avenue or 7th Avenue
or Lenox Avenue.,

INTERNATIONAL

The person who realizes the
effect that things all over the
world have right on his block,
on his salary, on his reception
or lack of reception into so-

The struggle by Black people to learn their his-
tory has always been a feature of the Black liber-

ation struggle.

The following is from a speech by Malcolm
X on Afro-American history, given on January
24, 1965, at the Audabon ballroom in Harlem.

The purpose of the talk was to retrace Afro-
American history from slavery to the present

day.

Other lectures were to discuss present tactics
used to keep Black people oppressed.

On February 21st, he was scheduled to con-
tinue this discussion. It never took place.

Malcolm was gunned down as he started to

speak.

Malcolm’s words are 18 years old today, but
the message is as timely and as dynamic as ever.

interested in things interna-
tional.

Butif a pter:mn's SCOpe 15 S0
limited that he thinks things
that affect him are only those
things that take place across
the street or downtown, then
he’s only interested in things
across the street or downtown.

S0, one of our greatest des-
ires here at Organization of
Afro-American Unity meet-
ings is to try and broaden the
scope and even the reading
habits of most of our people,
who need their scope broaden-
ed and their reading habits
also broadened today . . .

ROOTS

Just as a tree without roots
is dead, a people without his-
tory or culture also becomes a
dead people.

And when you look at us,
those of us who are called
Megro, we're called that be-
cause we are like a dead
people. We have nothing to
identify ourselves as part of
the human family,

You know, you take a tree,
you can tell what kind of tree it
is by looking at the leaves. If
the leaves are gone, you can
look at the bark and tell what
kind it is.

But when you find a tree
with the leaves gone and the
bark gone, everything gone,
you call that a what?—a

a stump as easily as you can
identify a tree.

And this is the position that
you and I are in here in
America.

Formerly we could be iden-
tified by the names we wore
when we came here. When we
were first brought here, we
had different names. When
we were first brought here, we
had a different language.

And these names and this
language identified the cul-
ture that we were brought
from, the land that we were
brought from.

In identifying that, we were
able to point towards what we
had produced, our net worth.
But once our names
taken and our language was
taken and our identity was
destroyed and our roots were
cut off with no history, we
became like a stump, some-
thing dead, a twig over here in
the Western hemisphere.

Anybody could step on us,
trample upon us or burn us,
and there would be nothing
that we could do about it , . .

RACISM

I'm not speaking raciam,
I'm not condemning all white
people. I'm just saying that in
the past the white world was
in power, and it was.

This is history, this is fact.

They called it European his-
tory, or colonialism. They

WCICy

TR

Now when they were in
power and had everything
going their way, they didn't
call that racism, they called it
colonialism. And they were
hupp_y too when they could
stand up and tell how much
power they had.

Britain used to brag about
the sun never set on her em-
pire. Her empire was so vast,
you know, that the sun would
never set on it, she bragged.

1 heard Churchill say it, and
Macmillan, and some of those
others who sat over there tell-
ing everybody else what to do.

But now the shoe i3 on the
other foot. There is no nation
today that can brag about its
power being unlimited, or that

MALCOLM X ON
BLACK HISTORY

it can take unilateral action in
any arca of the earth that they
desire.

Mo white nation can do this.
But just 20 years apgo they
could doit.

20 years ago the United
States could doit, 20 years ago
England could do it, France
could do it, even little old runt
Belgium could do it, and Hol-
land could do it.

Biit they can’t do it now,
Because the base of power is
shifting.

And this is what you and 1
have to understand, really, in
order to understand what's
happening in Georgia, in Ala-
bama, in Mississippi and in
New York City.

ciety, immediately becomes stump; and you can't identify  ruled all the dark world.




WHERE
WE STAND

* Workers' Control

Workers create all the wealth under capitalism. A socialist society can
only be built when workers collectively seize contral of that wealth and
democratically plan its production and distribution according to human
needs instead of profit

The wurklnﬂ class is the key to the fight for socialism, Fresdom and
liberation will enly be achieved through the struggles of workers
themselves, arganizing and fighting for real workers' power.

Revolution Not Reform

The capitalist system cannot be patched up or reformed as some union
leaders and liberal politicians say. Capitalism is based on the exploitation
ol workers, Mo reforms can do away with thil exploitation. The only way
workers can come to control society and create a system based on
Iﬂ*:-dnlm and a decent life for all is by overthrowing capitalism aned
replacing it with revelutionary, democratic socialism

R Workers' Government

The present state apparatus (federal and state governments, the courts,
army and police) was developed to maintain the capitalist system. This
Apparatus cannot b taken over as it stands and converted o serve
workers. The working class needs an entirely different kind of state based
upon mass democratic councils of workers' delegates

Supporting the present state apparatus i3 a vast netwaork of propagandas —
newspapers, radio, television, movies, the education system, Workers are
bombarded daily trom all directions with capitalism's point of view. The
working £lass needs its own sources of information. To help meet this need,
wee are dedicated to building 8 newspaper that the working €lass can trust
and use in the fight against the present system?

Fight Oppression

Capitalism divides the working class — pitting men against women,
whities against blacks, Capitalivm fostors and uses these divisions o block
the unity necessary for its destruction, As capitalism moves into crisis, op
prossedd groups — blacks, women, latins, Mative Americans, gays, youth —
suffer most. We suppoft the strugplos of these oppressed groups.

Wi hight tor women's liberation, supporting equal pay for all women. We
fight for free abortion and an end 1o foreed sterilization, There should be
free quality child care for all who need it We fight far equal hiring oppor-
tumities 1of women and an end to sexual harassment. Discrimination and
harassiment of sexual minorities must be fought

Wae support the independent organization and struggles of oppressed
pirople to strengthen the working class struggle for socialism

Black Liberation

Our support for the struggle against raciim is unconditional, and we
oppose any attempt 1o subordinate this fight, We fight racism in all its
forms, Trom institutionalized “legal” racism to the activities of groups
such as the Mazis and the Ku Klux Klan

We fight segregation in the schools and in housing, we support affir-
mative action, and we oppose racist finngs and harassment. We support
armed seli-delense n the Tace of facist attacks. We support independent
seli-orgamization and the right of seli-determination of the black com-
munity. We demand frecdom for all political prisoner

Rank and File Organization

The umons today are largely Business machines that lonyg ayo stopped
truly fighting for the interests of the working ©lass. Business union leaders
At cither as brakes on workers’ struggles, or as cops, delivering workers
wilds the hands of the bosses. We Tpght in The unions 1o put an end 1o this

To make the unions hight for workers' interests, workers must organize
thewr power on the shop floor. This can only happen if the rank and file
ofganize thsmselves “\ﬂl‘i.“.‘“di'ﬁ“\l' ol the umion bufeaudials. We woik 10
Build rank and hile organizations in uniens and companies wherever we

arir emiployed

Internationallsm

The working class has no nation, Capitalism is intemational, 3o the
strugphe Tor socialism must be worldwide A socialist revelution €annot
SLIrVIVIEE 1D l“llq‘lhlll‘l

We champion workers strugggles in all countries, from Poland to Puerto
Rito, from Palestine to Fl Salvador We support all genuine national
liberation struggles. We call for victory of the black treedom lighters in
South Africa and Mamibia, We oppose all forms of imperialism and op-
o sending U5 Ifoops anywhire in the world 1o impose US, inlaiesis

Russia, Ching, Cuba and tastern Furope are not socialist countries
They are state capitalist and parnt of one world capitalist system, We supe
port the strugules of warkers in thise countfies agamst [he bufedud falic

ruling « lass

Revolutionary Party

The activity of the 1503 is directed at taking the initial steps woward baild
iy a revolutionary party in a working lass Tragmented and et oll Trom
so talist weas, Revolutionaries must be invalved in the daily strugules of
workirs and oppressed groups at the workplace, in the unions and in the
communitics. We build every struggle that strengthens the seli-cond idend e,
argarization and socialist conse iousness of wur“luln angl the oppressaed

As the working class movement gathers strength, the necd ‘,m revinlis
tionary leadership becomes crucial We are pant of the long process of
building a demoacratic revolutionary parly reoted in the working class
Those who agree with our stand and are prepared o help us build toward
fevolulionary SOCialism are urped Bo join WS Row

international
Socialist
Organization

For more information about the Interational Socialist
Organization (150), please write to Box 18037, Cleve
land, Ohio 44118,

BALTIMORE

Educational Serles on
Marxism and the Party. 2
parts. February 4 & 18.

Black History Month: Barri
Brown on Maleolm X. Call
235-4620 for details.

BLOOMINGTON

Ahmed Shawkli on The
Middie East and the
Struggle for Palestine.
February 12, 7:00 p.m.

BOSTON

Boston Day School. Satur-
day, February 5, 1:30-10:00
p.m. Barri Brown on Black
Liberation. Anne Griffithas
on Revolutionary Feminiam
Neil Smith on Marxism and
the Economic Crisis, Cal
Winslow on Socialist Pers-
pectives. $2.00 dinner and
party, child care avallable.
Call 427-7087 for detalls.

CHICAGO
Day School. February 12,
Al Maass on Why the
Working Class. Glenn Per-
usek on State Capitaliam,
Faith Simon on Soclallist
for the Eight-
ies. 2:00-10:00 p.m. Call
288-7572 for detalls.

CINCINNATI
Day School, February 5.
Dan Petty on The Working
Class and the Economic
Crisis, Sharon Smith on
Roots of Oppression: A
Eeaeh oo The Thters e
an o
State Capitalism, Celia Pet-
ty on The Need for a Revo-
lutionary Party. U. of C.

1:00-1 D:IE]f-m. Dinner and
Party. I 8711371 for
datails. '

“The philosophers have merely interpreted the

Revolutionary
Feminism by
Barbara
Winslow
$2.00 from Hera
Press. Box 18037
Claveland, Ohio
44118

Duncan Hallas on Marx-
Ism: 100 Years After Marx.
TUC, U. of C., February 26,
B8:00 p.m.

CLEVELAND

Black History  Month
Forum: Barri Brown on
Malcolm X. 7:30 p.m.

Marx: 100 Years. 7:30
p.m. February 25. Call 371-
7648 or 371-2370 for de-
tails.

DETROIT

Black Hiastory Moaonth
Forum. Joyce Willlams on
Ida B. Wells. 7:00 p.m.

Day School, February 19.

2:00-10:00 pm. John And-
erson on Revolutionary
Traditions. Frank Running-
horse on Why We Need a
Revolutionary Party, and
What Is Marxism. Call 527-
2180 for more information.

KENT

Retha Hill on Black Nation-
alism and Socialism. Fab-
ruary 3, 12:00 p.m. Oscar
Ritchie, Noon.

world. The point is to change it."’

Duncan Hallas on Karl
Marx: 100 Years. February
24, 12:00 Noon. Call 673-
1710 for details.

MUNCIE
Ahmed Shawki on The
Crisis in Middle East. Ball
State University Student
Center.

Duncan Hallas on Karl
Marx: 100 Years. Ball State
University Student Center.
Call 282-1582 for details.

NEW YORK

Barri Brown on Malcolm X.
February 25, 8:00 p.m. Call
316-0588 for details.

SAN FRANCISCO

Duncan Hallas on Marx:
100 Years Later—Are His
Ideas 5till Relevant? Feb-
ruary 12, B:00 p.m. Call
285-1908 for details.

SEATTLE

Duncan Hallas on Karl
Marz—100 Years. Feb-
ruary 11th, 7:30 p.m. Meeat-
ing Place in the Market,
Elliot Bay Room. Call 722-
4133 or 725-9717 for de-
tails.

If you want to help us change the world and build socialism, join us.
There are |SO members and branches in the following cities:

@ Baltimore, MD
@ Bloomington, IN
@ Boston, MA

@ Charleston, WV
@ Chiecago, IL

@& Cincinnati, OH
@ Cleveland, OH
@ Detroit, Ml

@ Fort Wayne, IN
@ Indianapolis, IN
@ Kenti, OH

® Los Angeles, CA
@ Madison, WI

® Minneapolis, MN
® Muncie, IN

® New York, NY

® Northampton, MA
@ Philadelphia, PA
@ Portland, OR

® Rochester, NY

@ San Francisco, CA
® Seaftle, WA

@ Toledo, OH

® Washington, DC

ISO National Office, P.O. Box 18037, Cleveland, OH 44118

-



When it comes to the impor-
tant questions of prosperity or
poverty, economisis have con-
tradictory answers—if they
have answers at all.

As Nigel Harriz puts it:
“*Whenever there are vital
issues, the ‘black holes’ of
non-cxplination appear, and

accounts disintegrate into
guesses,”’
This book, Of Bread and

Guns, poes straight into the
black hole, however.

It iz not like ordinary books
on economics, designed to
either confugze the reader or
tell the reader about how to
prosper in the 1980s,

Migel Harris has writien a
book on the most vital econo-
mic question of all—the condi-
tion and fate of the world
economy. Nothing less.

Without skimping on the
intricacies of debt, the growth
of certain lesser developed
countries (LDCs), the rivaliy
between East and West and g0
on, Harris has put together an
understandable account of the
grave mess that the bankers
and industrialists have created
and that the world’s popula-
tion finds itself saddled with.

SLUMP

The first point to make is
that we will soon be in a full
decade of economic stagna-
tion.

The number of unemployed
in the U.S. brings back images
from the depression of the
1930s—and unemployment in
Europe has risen every year
sinee 1973,

There have been small
upturns—one is predicted
later this year for the U.5. and
Canada—but they are short
and centered on specific
regions and industries.

There is no prospect that
the prosperity and full em-
ployment of the 19505 will re-
turn. And while in this country
the recession has focused
largely on basic industries in
the midwest, the extended
nature of the downturn has
even forced layoffs in the
computer indusiry.

These years have demon-
strated what Marxisis have
said all along—that prosperity
is not the ““natural” state of
the economy.

Capitalism is a series of
boom and busts. Politicians
gearch in vain for a way to
sustain investment once profit
rates are low,

Unemployment, famine in
the peripherial areas, financial
panic, gold speculation: these
aren’t new features, They are
the result of a system based on
production for profit, not
human need.

WORLD

What is new, that is, what is
special about this particular
period of slump, is the
“*globalization®" of the crisis.

What this means is that we
not in the middie of an eco-
nomic downturn here that is

Kent Worcester re-
views the new book by
Nigel Harris, available
from Hera Press for
$7.95

Nigel Harris

distinct from the fiscal crisis in
Mexico or the meat shortages
in Poland.

Every layoff in Michagan
reverberates in Poland. More
spectacularly, every default on
a banker’s debt by a lesser
developed country threatens
to bring the entire financial
wortld on its knces.

The massive growth of the
system after World War Two
brought industry into thou-
sands of the world’s villages.

Peasants from Thailand to
Brazil became workers. Some
of this newly created working
class werit to other countries
to work—legally or illegally.

At the same time as a world
working class was brought
into being, an iniernational
system of production was be-
ing created as well,

In order to compete, indus-
trialists found themselves in
charge of multinationals, com-
panies larger than most states
and only accidently tied to any
particular political boundary.

It became harder to deter-
mine just whose capital was
whose.

In the automobile industry,
U.S. firms bought portions of

|

Japanese firms but protested
over imporis. Ford has
rl:f.:enﬂy introduced a *‘world
car"'—parts of which are
assembled in Europe, others
in Southeast Asia.

Ford is only a U.5. company
only because the state and
federal governments have
offered favorable conditions
for staying in this country—
tax breaks, public purchases,
etc.

SHIFT

Should these conditions
change, Ford wouldn't hesi-
tate to shift its headquarters
elsewhere, just as it has
moved part of its production.

It is on the basis of achiev-
ing the best return on invest-
ment that Ford and other
companics make their deci-
sions.

And this process has re-
sulted in a world market, a
world economy, and now a
world crisis.

MNational solutions can only
be partial, even temporary. No
national economy can sustain
itself entirely on its own
domestic market and no na-

tional economy can produce
satisfactory profit rates in
every sector.

The growth of individual
states has been stunning.
Only a week ago Reagan

proposed a federal budget of
$848.5 billion for 1984,

SPENDING

The last forty years have
seen a4 massive increase in
state spending of all kinds.

But Migel Harris points out
three changes that are not 50
often noticed about national

rnments.
Firstly, the distinction be-
tween public and private

spending is being eroded.
State spending can be used to
prop ailing companies, to
takeover important but un-
profitable industries that are
central to the economy as a
whole, or even compete Aireet-
ly (as the Eastern bloc coun-
triecs do) as just another
participant in the market.

Secondly, states arc large
only within their own political
iArendas.

Harris writes: *‘The state
controls neither the world
market nor that part of it

REVIEWS s

The world economy
in crisis

OF BREAD
AND GUNS

which lies within its national
boundaries."’

The U.5. federal govern-
ment wields some dispropor-
tionate power in the world
economy due to its large pur-
chases and wealthy domestic
market.

But in peneral the world
economy fits the laissez-faire
model. No one firm or state
determines the prices and
profits of the whole,

The third point is that since
the states find themselves
surrogates of restless capital,
their political role becomes all
the more important.

Many governments resort to
protectionism—barriers  on
imports of commodities and
labor—to protect their nation-
al economy.

Protectionism, ‘however,
doesn't work. Aside from
dividing the world’s workers
along national lines, it merely
forces other countries to re-
tailiate in kind.

The result is a restriction on
the conditions that produce an
upturn, since capital’s ability
to get the optimal profit is
thwarted.

BEST

Many readers will find that
the most interesting chapters
are those on the *'socialist”
countries, the arms economy,
and the alternatives being
proposed by orthodox eco-
nomists.

But before these chapters
Harris has to spell out the
generalities of the world
economy—the depth of the
slump, the *‘globalization”,
and the changing character
of the national state.

In presenting an exhaustive
picture of the world economy
he necessarily throws out a
dizzying amount of economic
and statistical material.

BENEFIT

The political clarity of the
later chapters is built upon
the detailed work of the
earlier chapters.

S0 the reader must spend
time with these in order o
fully benefit from the awe-
some overview that this book
has.

Take notes on it, read it with
a friend, ask a lot of questions
of anyone at hand.

Qf Bread and Guns is the
best book on its subject
available from the left. It is
worth the effort. O

—___.—_—_—___—_—_—._—.—_
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MARYLAND
NURSES
NEED
SUPPORT

LA PLATA, MD—February
marks the fourth month that
nurses at Physicians Memorial
Hospital in La Plata, Mary-
land have been on strike for
better working conditions and
to preserve their union,

One November 3rd, 60
nurses went out on strike,
when the hospital tried to take
back benefits won under the

TALKIN’ UNION

Roosevelt won a landslide victory in
1932. He had a decisive majority in
both houses of congress. He could
have passed into law any program he
presented to congress.

Since then, the Democratic Party
has had control of both houses of cong-
ress for 44 of the last 50 years. It must
be held chiefly responsible for the fail-
ure of our domestic as well as our for-
eign policy.

ANSWER

There are those in the labor move-
ment and the Democratic Party who
point to the New Deal as providing an-
swers to today’s problems. To those of
us who went through that depression
and helped build the UAW, we know
the falsity of such ideas.

The depression of the 30's lasted
until early 1941, B years after FDR's
insuguration on March 3, 1933, He
was to make it clear that his purpose
was not to make a revolution but to
save capitalism. He blocked a bill
passed by both houses of congress for
a 30-hour work week with 40 hours
pay. World War Il was Roosevelt’s
answer to the depression of the 30’s.

FDR was forced to offer several
stop-gap measures to prevent mass
starvation and a growing threat of riot-
ing. He was concerned with the grow-
ing.support for the Townsend Plan and
for the programs of the Socialist and
Communist Parties. FDR gave his
reluctant support to an inadequate
Social Security law. Because of pres-
sure from the labor movement he
signed into law Section 7 (a) of the
National Industrial Recovery Act. This
was supposed to give the workers the
right to join a union of their own choos-
ing.

The employers refused to recognize
the constitutionality of the law. They
refused to obey it. In less than a year
after its passage [ was fired for union

BY JOHN ANDERSON

DEMOCRATS:
NO ANSWER
TO PROBLEMS

activity from the Briggs Manufactur-
ing Company, the Murray Body Com-
pany, the Cadillac Motor Company,
the Hudson Motor Company and from
Budd Wheel. To be hired I had to go
under an assumed name. To have
appealed to the government would
have been an act of futility,

When, in March 1934, FDR dec-
lared company unions in compliance
with Section 7 (a) of the NIRA, the fed-
eral UAW-AFL locals in GM plants
lost their membership. He was in
opposition to all strikes, When federal
mediators failed to settle a dispute, he
gave his approval for the use of nation-
al guard troops to break the strike.
They were used against the sitdown
strikers in Flint in 1937.

Mational pguardsmen were used
to break the steelworkers sirike in May
and June 1937. When John L. Lewis
appealed to him for support after the
Chicago police had shot and killed ten
pickets at the Republic Steel company
plant on May 30, 1937, FDR gave him
the following answer—''A plague on
both your houses. "’

TROOPS

He used federal troops to break the
strike against the North American
Aviation workers in Long Beach, Cali-
fornia, on June 9, 1941. They were
organized in UAW Local 887,

During his first term in office he
made it the responsibility of the fed-
eral government to see that people
didn’t starve. A family on welfare was
given $25.00 per month. People de-
pendent on the federal government
lived below the poverty level.

The Social Security act was passed
because they wanted the older workers
to retire to give their jobs to younger
people. The beneficiaries were sup-
posed to supplement their income with
their savings. Today Social Security
beneficiaries make up a large propor-

previous contract period.

John Anderson is a lifelong miitant
and socialist. He was formerly presi-
dent of UAW Local 15 in Detroit.

tion of those living near or below the
poverty level.

Our Social Security benefits rank
seventh among the industrial nations.
The others also have a national health
insurance plan. Instead of being jointly
paid for by the worker and the employ-
er the entire cost is paid for by the
worker and the consuming public. The
employers’ share is written off as a
cost of doing business.

Those of us who retired before 1967
paid less than $2,000 into Social Sec-
urity. We now recelve several times
that in benefits for one year. Many
workers today pay upwards of $2,000
in one year, yet have no assurance of
how much they will receive when they
retire.

The New Deal legisiation passed
during his first term gave FDR the
necessary support to get him elected in
1936, 40 and '44. Instead of support-
ing his liberal vice-president Henry
Wallace in 1944 he threw his support
to a cohservative Southerner, Harry S,
Truman, who was to become one of the
most anti-labor presidents in Ameri-
can history,

SAME

When FDR came to office he spoke
of America as having *'one-third of the
nation ill-housed, ill-fed and ill-
clothed.” Today we find the nation
having the same problems. If we are to
solve these problems we must give the
workers a voice in government. The
special interests now govern America
through the Democratic and Republic-
an Parties. The workers can solve their
problems only by organizing their own
party, O

The administration wanted
to cut back employee leave
time and pay for nurses work-
ing in intensive eare in the
emergency room—where jobs
are especially stressful and
demand special skills.

In addition, the administra-
tion wanted to take back a
dues check off for the union,
which had been awarded in
previous arbitration. As a final
insult, the hospital only of-
fered a flat 6% salary in-
crease.

LEVELS

Nurses are fed up with the
administration which has tried
to cut costs by reducing staff-
ing levels—forcing nurses to
work double shifts on short
notice. Nurses with children
cannot plan child care,

The hospital responded to
the strike by harassing the
union. One member was coer-
ced into resigning from the
union,

A supervisor wrote and
delivered the employee’s res-
ignation to the union mailbox,

A non-union employce was
put on indefinite suspension
for walking the picket line with
her mother who is on strike.

The administration claims
they cannot afford the union's
pay demands, yet they have
the money to fly in scab
agency nurses from places as
far away as Maine,

In December the nurses of-
fered to submit unresolved
issues to arbitration. The hos-
pital refused and the NLRB
has issued a complaint against
them for failure to bargain in
good faith and other illegal
activities, A hearing has been
scheduled for March.

MORALE

In the meantime, morale on
the picket lines remains high.
Severnl Washington area
unions and much of the com-
munity support the nurses.

But much more support is
needed to help the nurses win
their strike.

Donations and solidarity
messages should be sent to
Physicians Memorial Hospital
Staff Nurses Association, P.O.
594, Waldorf, MD 20601.

Victory to the PMH nurses!

PITTSBURGH, PA—Workers
at Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel
have given in to the steel
industry’s demands for con-
cessions=—allowing givebacks
amounting to $2.85per worker
per hour,

Wheeling-Pittsburgh work-
ers are members of the United
Steel Workers, but they bar-
gain separately from the other
major steel producers.

HELP

The new contract at Wheel-
ing-Pittsburgh is expected to
hL-Ip the other big mmpanics
in their demand that the Big
Eight contract contain major
CUHL‘L“.‘i-N’lulI.‘i—NuTl‘lf,!lhinR lacal
union presidents have resisted
until this time. |
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CHICAGO FORGE
WORKERS FIGHT
CONCESSIONS

CHICAGO, IL—On the mid-
south side of Chicago sits the
Jernberg Forging Plant, the
most efficient and productive
plant of its kind in the world.

The immediate vicinity,
with its rusting piles of scrap
and brick alleys, evokes
images of the indusirial revo-
lution.

BARREL

Outside Jernberg Forge,
striking workers warm them-
selves around an oil barrel
fire.

Their signs read **This plant
is on strike’, ‘'Unfair to em-

ployees”,  “United  Sieel
Workers of America, Local
2154."

The plant has been idle
since the strike began Novem-
ber 18,

A 24 hour a day plecket has

TRUCKERS

SHUT
DOWN

CAMERIDGE, OH—The
strike of independent truckers
has taken many tractor trailers
off the nation's highways,

Estimates in the first week
were that more than 50% of
the independents had parked
their rigs.

The press has concentrated
on the violence accompanying
the strike, but the real point is
that Reagan’s gas tax will
drive many thousands of truck-
ers out of business,

The truckers are desperate,
and that s why there is viol-
onoe,

The question is can the
truckers win? This is the third
national strike of independents
in ten years—and earlier
strikes have been losers.

The problem is that while
there is potentinl support for
the truckers stand ngaimﬂ
Reagan’s reactionary gas fax,
many of their other demands
go apainst the interests of
workers,

The truckers also demand,
for example, upping the high-
ways speed-limit, and doing
away with regulations on the
size of trucks and what and
how much they can haul,

POSSIBLE

5till the truckers are show-
ing that it is possible to fight
Reagan.

What they need to do now is
appeal to the unemployed, to
workers facing pay cuis and
high gas bills for support.

This will get them a lot far-
ther than guerilla tactics
and playing cat and mouse
with the state police.

They should also consider
blockading the highways as
they did in 1973. That would
something to the economy,
and it would provide a rallyin
point for support. ﬂ

REPORT
BY
STEVEN LESLIE

Initially, the disagreement
with managemeni was over
wage concessions, a cut back
in benefits, and a decrease in
viication days.

The strikers now charge
that the company has always
intended to break their union.

Trucks have come {o take
out finished forgings, and with
police on hand they have been
able to cross the picket lines.

{ne murning the trucks
showed up, m,:c:mnpunit:d by n
large number of squad cars.
Some of the cops covered the
plant enirance, while others
blocked the approaching
streets.

Mo one was allowed to enter
the area while three trucks
were loaded at the dock.

Strikers were stopped and
threatened with arrest at both
the picket line and in the sur-
rounding area if they interfer-
ed with shipping.

CLEAR

Some picketers tried to con-
vince the truck drivers to not
cross their lines. They were
told they would be arrested,

Other strikers blocking the
trucks passage were forced to
leave. By mid-afterncon the
trucks were full and pulled
out,

The Jernberg Company is
family run, as a subsidiary of
the giant conglomerate, U.5.
Industries.

The company has been pre-
pared for this strike. Condi-
tions at the plant have never
been good, now they became
worse,

Chuck Richie, the strike co-
ordinator, said ““They want n
non-union shop so they can
expand and increase their
share of the forging business.
Then they can just gobble up
the market,”’

No negotiations are present-
ly being held. One meeting
was held with the workers and
the company made additional
demands.

One striker commented,
*“The company won't talk till
they get’ what they want—
right off the top, "’

For now it appears the pick-
eting will continue until at
least mid-March or April
when the slow season ends
and the company needs them
again.

HARDSHIPS

The strikers are in good
spirits and ready to fight on
despite the hardships.

Jesse Hilton, a Black main-
tenance worker, expressed
their feeling, “I'm not going
to be a slave, I've got a skill
and | want to work.

“l don't want -anyone's
sympathy. I want my pay. No
one is going back that way.
They can kill me first,”’

on the picket line

W f,

'

Framers stronger after
sixty days on strike

——

by DAYID SIDDLE

BERKELEY, CA—No sirike
payl Mo  unemployment
checks! Mo income!

But the seven strikers ai
Framers Workshop in Berk-
eley have only gotten stronger
after sixty days of a bitter
fight.

They have two unbeatable
weapons which have powered
their struggle.

One is their determination
to see justice. They were fired
by callous and arrogant em-
ployers, when they formed an
employees  association to
ensure a decent return for
their skilled work,

The other is the solidarity of
local workers and students,

Supporters have helped
maintain a very successful
seven day a week picket.

DOWN

Business is down to a pathe-
tic dribble of selfish scabs.
Three hundred workers and
studenis packed the Starry
Plough Pub in Berkeley for
a rip-roaring benefit dance.

Striker Morris Friedlander
described it as ‘‘the most
memorable night of my life.””

The supporiers braved a
ferocious Pacific Storm and
helped pay the strikers rent.

The strikers have joined
Muachinists Local 115 to get
the benefit of union solidarity.

As Morris put it “'the union

has not been able to provide
much financial support but
physical and legal support has
been indispensable.”

It's the picket line that will
win their strike and that has
been getting stronger,

Labor and socialist songs
often thunder down Telegraph
Avenue attracting many stu-
dents.

As striker Linda Spackman
said: “This strike has started
to open up the minds of hund-
rods of Berkeley students,”’

Anti-nuclear activists have
openly supported laborers for
the first time,

Especially noteworthy are
the students of Barrington

(1 1 want to join

Hall Coop for strengthening
the line.

They're going to hold a
fundraiser there on February
18th.

CONFIDENT

Strikers are inr;rq:using!y
confideni. As Morris Fried-
lander remarked, ''This strike
can and will be won, but only
with ever increasing support
from workers and students,
not only in Berkeley but
throughout the country.™

Financial support is badly

needed. Send to FWEA, c/o
Morris  Friedlander, 2745
Stewart Street, No. 10, Berke-
ley, CA 94705,

(] | want more information about the
International Soclalist Organization

address

ISO PO Box 18037, Cleveland, OH 44118
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January 22, the tenth an-
niversary of the legalization of
abortion, was marked by
demonstrations, rallies, teach-
ins, guerilla theater, and con-
certs all across the country.

In Seattle, Washington, 500
people rallied for abortion
rights.

This was the largest pro-
choice demonstration since
abortion was legalized in
Washington in a statewide
referendum in 1970.

In Boston, 500 people heard
Rhonda Copelon, lawyer-act-
ivist from the Center for Con-
stitutional Rights, speak at a
rally.

Socialist Worker

MORE

BY BARBARA WINSLOW

Other rallies and meetfings
were held in Buffalo, lowa,
Madison, Wisconsin, Balti-
more, Los Angeles, Sacramen-
to, and San Francisco.

In New York, members of
CARASA (Commitiee for
Abortion Rights and Against
Sterilization Abuse) organized
a car caravan and plastered
the city with pro-choice stick-
Crs.

A meeting that night drew
300 people. In Milwaukee, a

teach-in attracted 100 people.
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In Chicago, the Northwest-
ern  University pro-choice
group and Women Organized
for Reproductive Choice pick-
eted an anti-abortion meeting.

In Cleveland the Pro-Choice
Action Committee (PCAC)
organized a noon time demon-
stration against two rival anti-
abortion factions.

One group, called Catholic
Men for Christ the King, had
its members sprinkle PCAC
with *‘holy’’ water, while
others flashed the cross at'the
pro-choice demonstrators as if
they were vampires. Teen-
agers and college stugents
made up the bulk of the after-
noon reproductive  rights
demonstrators,

In the evening, 200 rallied
against the mnfm' anti-abor-
tion meeting.

Later 400 people attended a
concert sponsored by PCAC,
featuring Kristin Lems.

In Cincinnati, a hundred
people attended a dramatic
presentation of the struggle
for abortion rights.

HIGHLIGHT

The highlight of the play
was a debate between Emma
Goldman and Margaret Sang-
er about women's freedom.

127
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CHOICE: WE
MUST

e EEE  TE

Anti-abortion activities
were evident as well, but they
were far smaller this year than
last.

John Wilke, the president of
the ‘‘Right-to-Life’’ organiza-
tion promised that 100,000
would rally in Washington
D.C. Fewer than 26,000
showed.

Even though the anti-abor-
tion forces seem demoralized
and plagued by faction fight-
ing, we must redouble our ef-
forts this year.

Howard Baker has promised
that anti-abortion legislation
will reach the Senate floor this
spring.

The “*Squeal Act™ is now in
effect. The Supreme court will
rule on a number of restrictive
anti-abortion cases. And anti-
abortionists have stepped up
violence aganst the clinics.

WORK

This is why we must con-
tinue our work—defending
clinics, demanding the restor-
ation of mediecaid funding, op-
posing anti-teenage laws
which restrict rights to contra-
ception and abortion.

In other words we must
educate, agitate and organize
to make abortion available to
all women. O

Pro-choice
pickets in
Cleveland

SUPPORT
SOCIALIST

WORKER

Socialist Worker needs
your help.

Rising costs are mak-
ing it more difficult for
us to keep our price
down to 25€ per issue.

But it has naver been
more important than now
to have a socialist paper
that working people and
the unemployed can af-
ford to buy and read.

Socialist Worker is
sold mainly at factory
gates, on picket lines,
and at unemployment
offices.

Will you send us a con-
tributlon. Any amount
will be greatly appre-
clated.
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er, Box 18037, Clave-
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