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WHY THE MINERS
DESERVE

John Smith worked as a coal miner for 53 years
in West Virginia. Today he is retired, but retired

to poverty that is unchanged since the thirties.
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- %m%—&y begmmng of the mdustry,
coal miners and their families have lived in
grinding poverty.

Tragedy, death, and relentless toil have
always been with them.

Between 1890, when the United Mine Work-
ers was formed, and 1970, 111,501 miners were
killed on the job. Literally millions were
seriously injured. Hundreds of thousands
of others were consumed by the black lung
disease.

This year, more than 100 more miners will
die on their jobs.

Coal mining is S0% more dangerous than the
next most hazardous industry—contract con-
struction. It is 10 times more dangerous than
working in a steel mill, 15 times more danger-
ous than work on an automobile assembly line,

DEPRESSION

In Appalachia, the depression of the thir-
ties did not end. More than 2 million people
were forced to leave their homes, because
there was no work in the fifties and early
sixties.

In the past ten years, however, the miners
have fought their way out of the depression.

T ——

They have increased their wages, pensions,
heaith and welfare. They have decreased pro-
ductivity.

They have done this by fighting, and by
striking. The strike statistics in the coal mines
are unparalled.

Now, the employers want to push them back.
Arnold Miller, the UMW president calls the
companies’ proposals ‘‘a 1930’s style con-
tract.”’

ELIMINATE

They want to eliminate the wildcat strike, the
source of the miners’ strength.

They want to reduce health and welfare
benefits and pensions. They want to drive
up productivity—and with it the injury and
death rates, which in this system inevitably
follow production. -

The coal miners strike, therefore, is impor-
tant. The odds are against the miners. They
have a weakened leadership. The companies
have huge stockpiles.

The miners, however, know the importance
of the issues at stake. And they are stubborn
fighters. They deserve a victory. And they

-deserve your support. O

T°S ALL THE SAME

NEW YORK CITY—Robert
Torsney, a white police
officer, was found not guilty
by an all-white jury on Decem-
ber 1 of shooting 15 year old
Randolph Evans in the head.
The reasons for his acquittal—
insanity.

The murder took place on
Thanksgiving day last year.
Torsney and his partner were
leaving- a building in New
York City. Torsney was
approached by Randolph
Evans and five other young
men. Then, for no apparent

reason, Torsney shot the boy
in the head.

Randolph Evans was black.
INSANITY

Torsney’s defense was in-
sanity. He argued he suffered
an epileptic or psychomotor
seizure at the exact moment
of the killing. But testimony
at the trial showed no past
history of epilepsy or break-
downs of any kind.

May Jones, a cousin of
Randolph Evans, said that she
“‘wasn’t surpised by the

justice that was done...It’s
a racist system and socie-

; ]
Steve Biko
PRETORIA—A South African
magistrate ruled on Decem-
ber 2, that the police were

blameless in the death of
Black nationalist Steve Biko.

Biko died of massive head
injuries after being in police
custody for three weeks.

During the inquest police
and doctors testified that Biko

had been kept naked in a
police ceil more than 2 weeks.
He was kept chained hand and
foot during his last days.

The day prior to his death
he was thrown naked in the
back of a jeep and driven
almost 700 miles most of the
time unconscious.

The Black population has
already begun its protest
against the legalized murder.
On the court room steps, free-
dom fighters raised the
clenched fist and shouted
‘“Amandhla’’—Power. il



Cleveland
teachers
out

racists,
CIiSiS
CLEVELAND, OH—Many
Cleveland schools are now
shut down. Cleveland school
teachers have refused to teach
until . they are guaranteed
a paycheck.

The teachers have not been
paid since November 11.
On Friday, December 2, the
U.S. Court of Appeals ruled
that the teachers must con-
tinue to work without pay
until a lower court Judge
Frank Battisti decides whether
the school board pays its
$15 million debt to Cleveland

Trust and National City Bank
or to pay the teachers.

DISAGREE

Furthermore, the Court of
Appeals ruled that if the banks
disagree with Judge Battisti’s
decision they may continue
their appeals. This means that
teachers’ paychecks will be
further delayed.

Board of Education pres-
ident Arnold Pinkney has
threatened that teachers who
do. not show up for work
will not be paid.

The issue in the Cleveland
schools is more than just
financial bankruptcy. Oppo-
nents of desegregation hope
to use this crisis to shut the
schools and plead poverty
to avoid busing.

The State Legislature is now
planning to debate a bill that
will bail out the Cleveland
school system. But this crisis
and the racism in the educa-
tional system means that
problems in Cleveland schools
are only beginning. O

“ I think the big issues are

hospitalization, the right

to strike, and money.
We’re also asking for more
holidays.

I'd just like to see the
hospitalization we asked for in
the last contract, 100% hospi-
talization like we had until
last July. And dental and
eyes.

I think that hospitalization
should be guarranteed no
matter what. Right now it’s
tied to tonnage and man-hours
worked. The right to strike
was the main issue but now
I think it’s hospitalization.
Everyone wants their health
benefits back.

But the right to strike is
still a major issue. The grie-
vance procedure takes so long.
If you get a grievance to an
arbitrator and back in eight to
ten months you’re lucky.

The companies don’t mind
paying the
They’ve got the money.

. down here are hard.

arbitrators.

Cal
asked

WO
miners

talk

about why
they are

striking

Winslow of Socialist Worker
two young West
miners, Terry Abbot, 25, president of
UMW local union 1866, Riverton Coal
Company, and Dave Forms, 29, presi-
dent of UMW local union 1759, Cedar
Coal Company, what they wanted in
the miners’ contract and what they

Virgina

thought it would take to get it. -

Terry Abbot

Abbot “Coal miners are stubborn ...”

I think District 17’s arbi-
trated about three times as
many_cases as any other dis-
trict in the United Mine
Workers. The coal operators
You
know, to be quite frank with
you, they don’t even want to
talk to you about a grievance.

‘Go file your grievance, and
we’ll put it to you for eight to
ten months,’ that’s the atti-
tude.

And, with about 90% of the
grievances, there’s no penalty
on the company. All the
arbitrator does is tell the com-
pany not to do it anymore.
There’s no penalty on them.
It doesn’t hurt them any.

So I definitely would like to
see at least the limited right to
strike.

DIVISION

The biggest division in the
mineworkers today is between
the old coal miners and the
young miners.

NEW HAVEN—Santiago Carillo, the leader of the Spanish Communist Party, showed what
kind of communist he is when he crossed a picket line of striking hotel and restaurant workers

at Yale University.

Carillo had been invited to speak by Yale University on the topic of Euro-Communism.
When he arrived he was asked not to cross the picket line by both the union and the Student
Strike Support Committee. The picket line turned into a demonstration of 50 workers and

student supporters.

Undaunted, Carillo crossed the picket line, even though the NBC camera crew honored the

strike.

Inside, Carillo proceeded to denounce the American labor movement as right wing. O

by AMY TYSON

You know, in the fifties, in
the fifties and early sixties,
the mines were just about shut
down. All the people in that
age group just left and went
out of state.

So today you’ve got either
old coal miners, 45 or better,
or 25 and younger. I'm 2S.
You have very few men work-
ing in the mines that are
between 30 and 45. They just
didn’t work ’em that age
around here.

YOUNGER

Now’s there’s more younger
miners than there are older
coal miners.

The old coal miners worked
hard and everything, but the
younger miners see things
different. =~ And they want
things different.

The young miners feel like
you work for eight hours and
you're entitled to everything

. contract, well, 1 have to
be honest with you. You
probably know more about it
than I do. We’re being shut
off completely.

Miller’s hired a damned
public relations firm. We only
get to hear what they have to
tell us.

I know what we want
though. I know what we
brought out at the conven-
tion.

We’ve got a situation right
now where we have to arbi-
trate safety. We might decide
that we don’t want to go
underground because we
don’t feel it’s safe. So they
fire us and send it to arbitra-
tion. They bring in a man
from Cleveland or Washing-
ton, D.C. to tell us whether it
was safe or not.

I want the man to be able
to, if he honestly feels that the
conditions he is working are
more unsafe, abnormally un-
safe, that he will have the
right to withdraw himself

the contract says you shoul
get.

Some of the older coz
miners feel like they owe th
company something for givin,
them a job. Hell, I don’t fee
like that. 1 work my eigh
hours and 1 want everythin
the contract says I should get.

I think it will be a long har:
strike. 1 know we’re in a ba
position—with stockpiles an
western coal.  There’s n
doubt about it.

But coal miners are stut
born. They’re not going t
sign just anything.

And we’re not going t
starve. Everybody’s been pre
paring for this strike. You pa
off your bills. I paid off m
car this month. And you ge¢
food stamps.

So I mean, we’re going
to eat. But, it will be ’
hard.

Forms “We 'want a lot..

‘ When 1 talk about the

to get a working right to strik
in this contract, but it’s sti
the issue. And I think that
Arnold Miller and the oper:
tors ignore it, the shit ju:
might hit the fan. It could b
a real long strike.

I don’t think wages will b
a problem. They have th
money. I do think we’s
underpaid—for the conditior
we work in, if nothing elst
Other workers make mort
I’'m an electrician. 1 mak
$7.88 an hour. [ feel th:
under the next contract tk
top pay after three yea
should be $80 a day—ply
cost of living.

Some say they won’t eve
offer us a contract unt
February. They may just la
back for a couple months. It
going to be winter, and if it
like last year, it’ll be bac

My personal feelings ar
that they will offer us a cos
tract, but they’ll have to
give us something. 1
know people want a lot.
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WE ALL NEED

The main issue in the coal
miners’ strike is striking,

This year alone wildcat
strikes have cost the coal in-
dustry 2.3 million days of
work, a lost time rate that is
10 times the average of other
industries.

e -

The Stearns miners are striking for union recognition.

What We Think

- The companies have made
these strikes the number one
issue. ‘‘We are determined,”’

says top negotiator Joseph

They want the right to strike for safety.

SUPPORT THE MINERS!

Brennan,
wildcat.”’

There are many reasons
why the miners wildcat. The

“'to eliminate the most important is that they
are often effective. Another
is that it is nearly impossible
to win a grievance in any other
way.,

In mining, as throughout
industry, the grievance pro-
cedure is slow and decisions
are left to the upper steps.
The union/industry arbitra-
tion board accumulated 2,700
cases in the year ending in
September. In the past two
year, the board has settled
only 116 cases.

This situation is the same,
of course, in most industries,
but unlike other workers, the
miners do something about it.
They wildcat.

The companies have re-
sponded by going to the
courts. In the past three
years, Federal Court judges
have issued hundreds of
injunctions against miners and
levied millions of dollars in
fines against the union.

Now, an Arbitration Review
Board (ARB) decision appears
to have undercut the only
legal standing the miners
had—the interpretation of the
Supreme Court in the Buffalo
Forge decision which allowed
‘‘stranger picketing.”’

FIRE

In October, the ARB, the
top arbitration board, ruled
that companies could fire
wildcat strikers.

‘‘The problem,”’ it said, ‘“‘is
that the mine workers have
demonstrated an excellent
concerted discipline and it is
so well-known as to be ‘judi-
cially noticed’ that one man,
known to be a member of the
union and about whom infor-
mation is gained that he has
a grievance, can and does
furnish ample signal to cause
a work stoppage.’’

The ARB proposes to solve
this ‘‘problem’’ by giving the

Forms “It’s not just the UMW...”

It’s my feeling that right now the operators are making
“ an all out attempt to break the strength of the Umted
Mine Workers.

And if they can break the strength of the United Mine
Workers, they’re going to break the strength of every other
union in this country.

I can’t understand people taking sides with the corpora-
tions and the government, and to me the corporations and
the government are one and the same. And if they’re able
to break down the UMW, it’ll effect labor right through the
country.

It’s like these scab mines here. I've heard guys say, and
I'have had the same offer, ‘They’ll give you $90 a day to work
non-union.” These guys were saying, ‘Well, why the hell
shouldn’t we.’

BACK

Well, leave the union and let ’em break the UMWA and
find out if you’re still making $90 a day—$25 a day will be
more like it. And you’ll be right back to your pay being
directly proportional to your production.

T can remember my mother telling me about my grand-

father going to work and shooting down a seam of coal and
spending seven or eight hours loading up rock and then
going home and getting a couple hours of sleep and then
loading up the coal. See, he didn’t get paid for loading rock.
The only thing he got paid for was the coal he loaded. So he
put.in 16, 18 hours work for four hours of production—and
pay.

So I think people better realize it’s not just the UMW. It’s
the entire labor movement under attack and it’s just a one by
one deal. They knock one of us down and then they go after
another. And it will effect everyone.

People are getting pay now that I don’t believe they ever
dreamed that they could get. I talked to an old miner who
worked for a dollar a day and now he’s increased his pay 65
times in a matter of years.

But he didn’t do it alone. He couldn’t have done it on his
own,

The labor force in this country makes up the majority
of the people. And yes, I think they should all support us in
this contract. Why take sides with the government and
the corporations.
They don’t have our benefits and welfare in their minds
at all. No way.

Why take sides with these people. ”

" The right to strike

Socialist Worker

companies the right to fire
strikers. ‘‘We lump picketing
with strike instigation and
other strike leadership mani-
festations as being of the same
gravity. They constitute a
capital offense by which we
mean an offense which war-
rants discharges.”

This decision has already
led to numerous discharges
in the southern coalfields.

At the same time, the Con-
gress is getting into the anti-
strike act. There is now a
rider on the proposed Labor
Law Reform Act of 1977 which
would allow the NLRB to seek
an injunction against workers
engaged in a strike not author-
ized by their union.

NAMES A

The rider specifically names
“‘wildcat strikes’’ and ‘‘Stran-
ger picketing’’ as targets for
injunctions.

The trade union leadership
supports limitations on the
right to strike. Almost wuni-
versally the union leaders
are frightened by the rank and
file miners.

They prefer ‘‘cooperation’
with industry. The steel
workers have actually signed
away the right to strike almost
altogether—even on national
bargaining. Many public
employees are legally for-
bidden to strike. In most
industries, striking is in fact
impossible, because the
unions refuse to sanction
strikes.

WEAPON

The strike, of course, is
the rank and file workers
strongest weapon. It should
be a powerful weapon in the
hands of the trade union
movement. And this is why
the government and the com-
panies want to smash it.

This is also why the miners
must be supported in their
struggle to get the right to
strike written in to their
contract.

The strike is even more im-
portant for socialists. The
miners movement in parti-
cular has renewed the tradi-

. tions of the mass strike in a

conservative period, when the
labor movement is dominated
by a collaborationist leader-
ship.

The miners have shown that
the strike is still the practical
school of workers self-emanci-
pation, the laboratory of
workers control. This is also
why we support the miners
right to strike. (I

Socialist
Worker
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Editor: Cal Winslow
Published Monthly

Signed articles do not
necessarily represent -
the opinion of

Socialist Worker.
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- Talking about socialism...

. wand how
we get there

The basic ideas of social-
ism—the abolition of the class
system, the abolition of the
state as‘a coercive apparatus
sitting on top of us—these

ideas and similar ones have

existed in the working._ class
movement since the beginning
of the industrial revolution.

The essential problem, how-
ever, has been, and is now,
how do we get from where we
are now to that objective?

It is worth looking at one
or two aspects of the history
of the movement

blem.
JACOEIN

One of the earliest socialist
traditions was inherited from
the Jacobin dictatorship of
the 1789 French Revolution.
According to this, what is
needed is a small band of
determined people who can
somehow get power and use
that power to transform soci-
ety from above.

This tradition developed
through Blanqui (the 19th
Century revolutionary). Es-
sentially it assumes that there
are two sorts of people. One
sort who know, and the other
sort who don’t know. You
have to act on behalf of those
who don’t know; which in-
evitably turns out to be the
majority of the population.

You gain your power
through the use of the coup-
d’etat, and you use your
power and your knowledge
to transform society—irre-
spective of the masses of the
people.

VARIANTS

There are all sorts of var-
iants in this tradition. Look
at the British. We have the
same essential notion that
there are those who know and
those who don’t know.

The problem is the enlight-
enment of those who don’t
know—either with the gun,
Blanqui’s tradition, or by per-
suasion, the British tradition.
After all Britain had its revo-
lution 150 years earlier.

The idea in Britain was a
society based on cooperation,
not competition, abolition of
the class system, everyone
works, no parasites. Robert
Owen was in this tradition.

According to Owen, man’s
nature is not made by him but
for him and some superior
people have to show the way.

Owen showed the way by
setting up little socialist or
cooperative communes in the
vast sea of capitalism. The
superiority of the communes
would be so manifest that in
the end, the islands would all
grow, the sea will get shal-

Seattle

interna-
tionally- to illustrate this pro-

This article is from the speech ‘‘Marxism and the Revolutionary
Tradition,’’ given by Duncan Hallas to the ISO New England regional
conference, November 12, 1977.

lower and shallower, and in
the end we would get the
cooperative commonwealth.

In Europe, and in America,
the cooperative movement did
indeed create a series of
islands of socialist production
based on everyone works—no
parasites—equality—and so
on.

What actually happened of
course was that the condition
of survival for an economic
enterprise ~ was  capitalist
enterprise, because however
democratic you constitution is,
you must in reality act like a

Metro

by DIANE EGGLESTON Metro Driver

SEATTLE, WA—Over 300 of
the city’s Metro bus drivers
called in sick the day after
Thanksgiving—the  biggest
shopping day of the year.

This was the first time, as
far as we know, that such

an action has been done in
any transportation system in
the country.

The sick-in came one month
after the contract had expired
and Metro had not yet pre-
sented us a written offer.

capitalist because the sea was
much larger than they
thought. And the islands were
much smaller.

UTOPIAN

Marx called these people
the utopian socialists. Social-
ists who had the misconcep-
tion that there are some en-
lightened people who know
how to force their will on the
whole course of historical
development—through force,
through persuasion, through
all sorts of ways.

drivers

Members of the Amalga-
mated Transportation Union
local 587 had heard only one
issue in dispute—the hiring of
part-time employees.

Metro management, prod-
ded by the Department of

« Marxism started with the
rejection of this proposition.

Actually Marx wrote very
early on that the educators
must be educated. Those
people who want to trans-
form society must be 'edu-
cated. '

In reality, either the devel-
opment towards socialism is
a process rooted in the whole
previous historical develop-
ment or it is a utopia. Marx
said, ‘‘Man makes his own
history but he does not make
it under conditions of his own
choosing.”’

get the

Transportation, has been in-
sisting that part-time employ-
ees are the key to saving the
system money.

But at the union meeting in
October, the membership

exploited class.

In all pre-capitalist socie-
ties, the productivity of labor
was so low that the develop-
ment of classes was inevi-
table. That is, the only way
a surplus could be produced
was on the basis of coercion—
slavery, serfdom. This could
take many forms, but it was
objectively necessary.

In other words, the whole
course of human history is the
story of class struggle, class
conflict, and so on.

UNIQUE

But the second strand of
Marx’s argument was that
capitalism is unique in the
history of class society in a
number of important respects.

First of all it is unique
because of the nature of pro-
duction under capitalism,
competition between large
numbers of competing units,
where the units are compelled
to innovate in order to survive
and, consequently, the de-
velopment of productivity was
enormous.

In the Communist Mani-
festo, written as early as 1847,
Marx wrote that capitalism
had created greater pro-
ductive forces than had been
created in the whole previous
course of human history.
We look back at 1847 and see
that the productive forces
were diminutive, insignifi-
cant.

Capitalism, then, was im-
mensely progressive, com-
pared to what had gone
before. :

Capitalism did not abolish
the class system. It did not
put an end to war and exploi-
tation. But it meant that they
were no longer objectively
necessary. Abject poverty for
the masses of the working
classes was no longer ines-
capable.

WORKING CLASS

Capitalism alsé produced
the working class, the new
Any society
depends on working people.
This is obvious. We all stop
working collectively and the
whole show stops—and very,
very fast.

But the working class under
capitalism is unlike its pre-
decessors. The working class
cannot conceivably take power
except collectively. And
consequently, with the
development of the working
class, it is possible to reject
the notion of the small band
of determined men and
women and actually think in
terms of the democratic
collective control of society.

Or, in Marx’s own words,
‘‘Socialism is the self eman-
cipation of the working class—
the act of the working class
itself.”’ g

flu

made its position overwhelm-
ingly clear—we don’t want
part-timers!

Job security, bus safety,
and working conditions and
union solidarity are all at
stake.
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SCENES
FROM

PORTUGAL

by KENT WORCESTER

The film ‘‘Scenes of the
Class-Struggle in Portugal’’ is
an attempt to describe on film
the events that took place in
Portugal between 1974 and
1975. Directed by two Amer-
icans who visited Portugal
in 1975, the film relies heavily
on television footage, inter-
views, and crowd scenes to
portray the mood of the
country, the feelings of the
people.

What’s surprising is how
long ago those events seem.
There is little mention of
current events, whether in the
-U.S. left-wing press, or in the
popular media.

This is partly because the
press has ignored many recent
events (such as recent fights
of agricultural workers to
maintain collective ownership
of the fields), but partly
because events have moved,
in the last two years, from
revolution to impasse.

The film gives the viewer a
good feeling for the revolu-
tionary period.

ADVANCES

Powerful advances were
made: workers took over
some 300 factories, there were
massive occupations of the
farms,

We see older Portugese
women articulate the needs of
their families in neighborhood
council meelings; we see thou-
sands Of workers 1n city
squares all asking the same
question: ‘‘How far can the
revolution go?”’

The organized parties of the
Left played a large role in
these events. The Portugese
Communist Party (PCP) was
the largest of these. The PCP
was the only form of organized
resistance to fascist power.
But the film quite rightly
shows the PCP to be reform-
ist. Whenever workers inde-
pendently organized, the PCP
acted as a block, in their way.

Along with the Socialist
Party (now in power), the PCP
had the rhetoric of socialism,
but the actions of scared
middle-class liberals.

One of the good points of
the film is how it shows people
changing as events change. In
a housing cooperative, we see
people move from strict anti-
fascism to pro independent
worker’s institutions.

The vision of people, en
masse, moving themselves,
and history, is very exciting.
History is always more intet-
esting in periods like these.
The film presents this well.

The film has problems,
though, some technical, some
political. The directors have
presented the situation in the
more rural and Catholic North
well, and present the different
political urges of the people
well.

Although the film was com-
pleted in 1976, it hasn’t been
widely screened in the U.S.
It is an excellent introduction
to international struggle, and
a good film for those who fol-
lowed events in Portugal. [

‘Bridges’
Is revolutionary

Gil Scott-Heron

It’s difficult to be both a
revolutionary and an artist.

Your constant preblem is fo
say something politically
meaningful, but to do if well—
as a part of your art—withotit
sounding iike a propagandist.
Your message may be simple
enoughy but how you say it
has to be reflected through the
wide, complex range of human
emotion.

It’s especially difficult in
this country today because
revolutionary traditions and
culture are weak here and
remain isolated from the over-
whelming majority of people.
Much of the revolutionary art
of the past is out of print or
censored unofficially by not
being taken seriously by
critics.

GAP

So when any artist bridges
the gap between art and poli-
tics, or between revolutionary
art and popular culture, and
does it well, it's an important
event.

It happened recently with
the release of Gil Scott-
Heron’s new record album
‘‘Bridges.””

This is not Gil Scott-Heron’s
first album, not hopefully his
last. But it’s his most success-
ful attempt so far to integrate
his revolutionary politics with
his funky jazz.

Human life and emotion is
essential to good art, and
especially to music which uses
the rhythms and patterns of
sound and movement to mani-
pulate our emotions.

Scott-Heron and his partner
Brian Jackson create their
music’ out of Black urban
experience. It is an experience
they know well. Their lyrics
are full of life, expressing the
joy and despair and aspira-
tions for freedom of Black
people.

Their lyrics support the
music like a skeleton. Their

music is the flesh and blood

of all Black music. What
you'll hear in it is the sound
of rhythm and blues, jazz,
soul, reggae, and the com-
pelling rhythms and percus-
sions of Africa.

""Bridges’’ adds a new
dimension to this combi-
nation—the new urban sound
of the young, jazz with an
up-tempo and all the funky
sweel city sounds of back-
ground horns and electronic
percussion.

JOHANNESBURG

Scott-Heron’s first success-
ful attempt at this was actually
on his last album with the
song ‘‘Johannesburg.” It
was an incredible revolu-
tionary song about the strug-
gle in South Africa and it
enjoyed long popularity on
AM radio. '

The sound of it was certain-
ly not as maudlin as Disco
often is, though the song
enjoyed that kind of compel-
ling beat. It was more the
sound of pop jazz. And you
could dance to it. And it was
played at many a party just
for that purpose.

The music of *‘Bridges’’ is
a continuation of the new
quality that began with
‘‘Johannesburg.”” It’s more
popular sound should guaran-
tee it a wide audience. But
this move to a more popular
beat may actually disappoint
some Scott-Heron fans who
feel it’s a sell-out of more tra-
ditional Coltrane-type jazz for

commercial reasons.
It is not. His early style

and influences are there, but
they are reflected through the
sounds of today.

The point of revolutionary
art is to affect as many as
possible, as profoundly as
possible, and especially the
young. Music in particular
cannot do this if it ignores the
sounds of today.

reviews

politics and funky jazz

by Todd Jefferson

Gil Scott-Heron knows what
he’s doing with his new

~ sound. He believes that music

is the universal medium of
expression for human feeling.

It is the kind of art that
people in all cultures under-
stand, regardless of language
differences or national boun-
daries. ‘‘Racetrack in France”
from ‘‘Bridges’’ explains this
well. Even though the musi-
cians spoke no French,

The people got the message

from the music that we
play.

it really shouldn’t’a been
no surprise

that we all got down
thatday.

I was a long way from
home, hut those were good

vibrations.

The song ‘‘Delta Man’’ is

_one of the more powerful revo-

lutionary statements. It is
the story of three different
ways of life for Blacks in this
country from slavery to the
present.. It too tells the
story by using ‘‘places,’” from
Mississippi delta country, to
Nebraska farmland, to living
on welfare in the heart of the
city. The song is dedicated to
‘‘the brothers in the Carib-
bean and Africa,”” and he
begins it by speaking these
words:

This is a song about change,
you see. We say many things
about the changing aspects of
our lives. We say that since
change is inevitable, we
should direct that change
rather than simply continue
to go through the change.

His vocal diversity on this
song and the power of the final

..

Brian Jackso'

chant,

Put a little revolution in
your life and youw’’ll under-
stand where I'm coming
from...

drives home the message that
there are few alternatives left
for blacks.

95 SOUTH

The final song is a touching
ballad that explores Scott-
Heron’s feelings and memo-
ries about growing up in the
South. It’s called ‘‘95 South”
which refers to Interstate 95
which connects the North and
South on the East Coast.
But it’s only indirectly about a
highway. It’s really a tri-
bute to Fannie Lou Hamer
whose death he heard about
on the radio while headed
home on I-—95. This is some of
his finest poetry and it will
shake you deep inside. He
says elsewhere about fallen
comrades: - ‘‘We have debts
to pay. In the interest of com-
rades who have contributed
their lives, as well as in our
own interest.”’

‘“‘Bridges’” has narrowed
the gap between politics and
art. It has been honest and
faithful in depicting human
lives and emotions, particu-
larly of Blacks. It’s superb
music too. This is why people
are playing it and talking
about it and why it’s moving
up the charts. This is why you
should buy it too—*‘Put a little
revolution in you life.”” Let’s
hope it makes it big and
spreads the message far and
wide. Because we need that.

And let’s hope this is the
start of a new kind of popu-
lar culture—a culture that is
ours. O
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John Anderson

= An Open Letter
- to UAW President

Doug Fraser

Dearborn, MI
Nov. 9, 1977

Douglas Fraser, President, UAW
8000 E. Jefferson Ave.
Detroit, Mich 48214

Dear Brother Fraser:

I am prompted to write this letter to you because of

- what I learned from the strikers at the Essex Wire plant
in Elwood, Indiana. This plant of 220 workers, 85 percent
of them women, has been on strike since April 6, 1977—
seven months.

The UAW won an election there on Dec., 11, 1969. Since
that time—for eight years, they have been paying dues of
two hours pay per month, while working for sweatshop
pay under sweatshop conditions.

When they went on strike their basic pay was.$2.76
per hour. According to Selidarity of June 29, 1977, the
company offered to increase their base pay so that by
1980 most of them would be earning $3.38 per hour.

Regional Director, Dalflas Selles and the International
Rep., Johnson, have twice attempted to foist the
Company’s ‘‘take it or leave it”’ settlement on the workers.
Twice the strikers have rejected it.

This strike can be won by mobilizing the forces of the UAW
in their support. Notify all UAW members using the
products made by Essex Wire. Let the workers take
whatever action they deem necessary to win the strike.

In my 44 years in the labor movement I have not met
a more courageous band of strikers—many of them
grandmothers. They have faced gun fire and other forms

" of harassment from the Company and local police. These

Doug Fraser

The conduct of Regional Director Selles in this strike,
and that of other UAW leaders in signing agreements
with the Triangle Plastics in Detroit and the settlement
of a strike at Dunnsville, Ontario, leaves much to be desired
in the practice of union solidarity.

Brother Fraser, 1 have known you for the past 30 years;
as an opponent of Walter Reuther in 1947-48; as his
Administrative Assistant; as Regional Director on the West
side of Detroit; as vice-President of the UAW and Director
of the Chrysler Department and now as President of the
UAW.

Examining your record in leadership posts over the last
30 years I find no action on your part that would recommend
you for the high post you now hold. You like your
predecessors pay lip service to democracy while taking
action to destroy it.

You like Woodcock were elected to that post because
you like he were part of a well oiled, corrupt political
machine, organized by the late Walter P. Reuther.

We read of the record profits of the Big Three auto makers
as well as the high profits of United Technologies, owner
of Essex Wire. These are the result of the speedup in the
plants of these companies. You like Woodcock and Reuther
before you have failed to face up to this problem of the
workers. You are afraid it will result in the class struggle.
There is no place for the class struggle in your policy of
‘‘good labor relations.”

1 ask you Brother Fraser, which side are you on? The auto
workers are intitled to more than rhetoric for the $47,000
they pay you each year.

Your’s for a democratic and militant UAW
John W. Anderson
former President UAW Local 15

strikers deserve the support not only of the UAW but of
the entire labor movement.

Detroit, MI

Whose side are you on?

Solidarity can help the Essex strikers win

Elwood, IN—The strikers at

Essex in Elwood, Indiana, -

have been fighting the com-
pany’s union busting tactics
for eight months.

Now they have to fight on
another front at the same
time. Their union’s sellout
tactics threaten to end the
strike without any gains and
with a lot lost.

The UAW promised to pay
the picket fines that were due
on November 14. They now
refuse to pay those fines, and
they have suggested to the

members of Local 1663 that
they use their own survival
funds to pay the fines.

A strong picket line is
essential for winning a strike.
But while the UAW encour-
aged a strong picket, it has
reneged on its commitment to

. support fighting unionism.

BALLOT
The staff representative
for the international union has
suggested that the interna-
tional conduct a mail ballot.
Local 1663 has repeatedly

turned down the company
offers. Now the UAW turns
to undercutting local demo-
cracy by suggesting a mail
ballot the local has not agreed
to. This tactic is designed to
divide the local and break the
strike.

Local 1663 has seen the
need for solidarity if its strike
is to be won. Essex is a
supplier to the big three auto
makers. Local 1663 wants the
UAW to back it in getting the
big three to turn to alternative
suppliers.

It wants a consumer boycott
of Essex products, like heating
pads and blankets. The local
went to regional UAW direc-
tor Dallas Selles to get his
support in taking these steps
toward developing solidarity.
Selles poured cold water on its
proposals.

THORN

Solidarity House, the UAW
headquarters in Detroit, finds
the militancy of the Essex
women a thorn in its side. It
wants to be done with the

strike.

These women make one-
fourth what the big three
workers make, and though
once a fighting union, the
UAW has no intention of
trying to raise their wages to
those of the big three workers.

Unionists and their support-
ers should contact people at
Essex plants in their locality
to help build solidarity with
the Elwood strike. There
are 150 Essex sweatshops
across the country. |

by MILT FISK

Essex strikers get
support at Detroit meeting

DETROIT, MI—On Nov. 29,
an audience including workers
from 15 different UAW locals
listened to three Essex strik-
ers tell the story of their
eight month strike for a decent
contract.

Anita Bell told how ‘‘scabs
have run down pickets, strik-
ers have been shot, beaten by
hired thugs, and harassed
by local sheriffs and judges.”’

Georgia Ellis, said, ‘“‘Our
base wage is $2.76 an hour
and we have no COLA and
no pension. What we demand
is that every UAW member
have the same rights and

same protection.’’

$175 was collected for the
strikers and more support
was promised.

On November 30, the Essex
strikers met with officers from
the UAW international. At
a hearing in front of the UAW
executive board, the strikers
were once again promised that
their fines would be paid by
the union.

22 of the strikers have been
fined and face imprisonment
for allegedly violating picket-
ing injunctions. ’ O

Gary Tyler

| quitical
Prisoner

Amnesty International has

announced that it has taken up
the case of Gary Tyler. Gary
Tyler is the black youth
framed on a murder charge in
Louisiana.

Amnesty International is
an international organization
that investigates the cases of
political prisoners and works
for their release.

Tyler is now serving a life
sentence at the Angola State
Prison. He was accused and
convicted of shooting a thir-
teen year old white youth
when a racist mob, throwing
bricks and bottles, surrounded
a busload of Black students at
Destrehan High School in
1974. O
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NOTES

ON

THE
ECONOMIC
CRISIS

by MILT FISK

Smart
people
need
not

apply

Last month, a New York
judge ruled that a landlord can
discriminate against smart
people. Landlords can refuse
to rent to ‘‘intelligent persons,
aware of their rights who may
give him trouble in the fu-
ture.”’

And landlords can also
refuse to rent to a person
because of his or her occupa-
tion. Justice Edward said that
landlords ‘‘may decide not to
rent to singers because they
are noisy or not rent to bald-
headed men because he has
been told they give wild
parties.” U

(1 N
No place
to swim

Princess Anne of England is
building a swimming pool.
Of course most people of her
class would be expected to
have swimming pools. But
this pool will not be for her,
but will be built for her horses.

In the grounds of her
$1 million house at Gatcomb
are enough stables for Anne
and her husband Mark’s best
thoroughbreds but no place
for the horses to swim. Too
bad. So a new centrally-
heated stable complex is in the
works including a heated pool
specially packed with mineral
salts. Infrared heaters in the

stables will ensure that the

horses can dry off quickly and
won’t catch cold. The pool
and heaters will cost around
$200,000. a

The economy is in the doldrums,

and it’s going to stay there

One sign of the lack of faith
the Carter administration has
in the economy is the new
version of the Humphrey-
Hawkins ‘‘full employment’’
bill.

This bill calls for four per-
cent unemployment by 1983.
That means reducing unem-
ployment by only three per-

"By PATRICIA GILMAN
e

cent in five years. And the
President can ask for even
more time if he feels that
pushing down to four percent
by 1983 would be inflationary.

What this shows us is that
the labor leaders and liberals
who support the bill are
agreed that the economy is in
the doldrums and that it is

Avoid rashness, please

. China’s powerful Ministry
of Public Security has warned
provincial authorities that they
are executing too many
counter-revolutionaries and
must become more selective
in handing out the death
penalty.

““Only a few should be

punished while the majority
should be educated and re-
molded,’”” according to the
ministry. “‘Particularly in
giving the death sentence,
it is imperative to proceed
with prudence and avoid
rashness.”’ O

going to stay that way for the
foreseeable future.

For working people there
will be no relief from the con-
ditions that have prevailed
since the onset of the 1974
recession. The job market will
remain viciously competitive,
union busting in smaller and
isolated shops will continue,

Refresher

course

Idi Amin of Uganda has
been called a Hitler, a butcher
and a dictator. However, the
United States wants to conti-
nue to have influence in as
much of Africa as possible.

Up to a dozen Uganda
police helicopter pilots are
taking a ‘‘refresher course’’
in Texas on visas obtained
from the State Department.
The training is at the Bell
Helicopter Co. school at Fort
Worth for pilots using civilian
models sold to Uganda up to
1971. Also, the Harris Corp.
of Florida has sold Uganda
equipment for a communica-
tions satellite ground sys-
tem.

Jimmy Carter, human rights advocate shakes hands with the Shahof Iran
after the Shah presented Carter with a hand sewn presidential seal and
| portrait of George Washington.

ey nuiries

o TGWN & COUNTRY MAGAZINE
801 158, 717 Fittm Avenue.
Mew York, N.Y. 10022

Here’s
X
cottage

for
you

Don’t be late, but...

The boss at Hoffman In-
dustries, Inc., in Jackson,
Michigan warned a UAW local
officer not to be late for a
grievance hearing. But when
she showed up on time, the
company suspended her for
five days for ‘‘violating com-
pany policy by leaving her
machine before a relief worker

The electric utility com-
panies in Ohio have steadily
increased their rates to con-
sumers. Now, they’re taking
$3 million from utility bill pay-

showed up.”’

Testimony later brought out
that Hoffman had been negli-
gent in the past in providing
prompt relief to workers.
An arbitrator reversed the

suspension and  directed
Hoffman to reimburse the
grievant for lost pay. o

ments to buy ads over a three
year period explaining to
consumers why their electric
bills are so high. O

wages will remain where they
have been, plant closings will
become common occurrences,
and of course there will be
speed up.

The business community
has been showing its lack of
faith in the economy by hold-
ing on tight to its wallet.

- There is investment in plant

and equipment by the busi-
ness community when signs
are good that a high rate of
return on investment will be
the reward.

DROPPED

In the 1974 recession, the
amount of capital spending
dropping off to well below
pre-recession levels.  This
year the government is hoping
for a big 10% increase in
capital spending to bring the
level up to the pre-recession
level. Even if this increase is
realized, it is not enough to
create the jobs and the
consumer demand needed to
get the economy out of the
hole.

Factories have been operat-
ing at 83% of capacity. With
some room to expand into if
demand increases, the owners
see no reason to increase
capacity with further capital
spending. Much of the invest-
ment that is being made now
is going into replacement of
older capital goods and into
equipment rather than into
plants. There is little spend-
ing that goes for new long
term investment that lays the
basis for economic growth.

A sizeable chunk of the
capital goods sold in the U.S.
is going to the Department of
Defense. These goods do not
go into laying the base for
further economic growth but
are wasted as far as their
potential for satisfying human
needs goes.

CUT

Commerce Secretary Jua-
nita Kreps has been pushing
hard for a tax cut in order to
improve consumer spending
and capital investment. A
tax allowance in 1975 proved
useful in beginning the recov-
ery, but now the problem is
the different one of making a
full recovery.

A tax cut can edge up
demand, but it cannot provide
the conditions favorable for
capital spending. For that the
capitalists must be convinced
that there will be a growing
rather than a stagnating eco-
nomy.

The  Humphrey-Hawkins
bill and a tax cut will not solve
the problem of overcapitali-
zation. As the government
and the business community
seem aware, it will take at
least five years before the
conditions for a surge in capi-
tal investment are ripe.

Working people will still
be paying with lower living
standards for the crisis the
owners have created.

It is not the needs people
have that promote economic
growth under capitalism, it is
the expectation of high returns
on investment by capitalists
that will be needed for a re-
turn to economic growth. [
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RUMANIA

Troops
Ooccupy
mining

regions

2000 government troops
continue to patrol the Jiu
Valley, an area in rural
Rumania that last month saw
mass demonstrations and
strikes by tens of thousands of
miners.

The demands of the miners
were improved work condi-
tions, better food, housing and
pensions.

Mine entrances were
blocked, and several govern-
ment ministers taken hostage.
One of the ministers had food
smeared all over his face in an
attempt to show him the exact
quality of the miners basic
diet.

FEELINGS

Soon after the outbreak,
textile and heavy machinery
workers began to show their
similar feelings toward the
system.

The Rumanian government
has offered no official com-
ment but its actions speak
louder than words. It filled
the mining area with spies and
tried to preveut news of the
events from getting out. g

BRITAIN

international news

Firemen

lead new wave

of working

class

militancy

from SCOTT WINSLOW in London

A new wave of working
class militancy has broken out
in Great Britain.

In the past few weeks
widely divergent groups of

Striking firemen

workers have struck out
against their declining stan-
dards of living.

® Power workers turned the
lights out for up to three hours

at a time in selected areas to
protest their working condi-
tions and pay rates.

® The government TV sta-
tion, the BBC, was shut down

Australians protest uranium export

from TOM O’LINCOLN in Sydney

In October, about 50,000
Australians took to the streets
in protest marches against the
mining and export of uranium.
The anti-uranium struggle has
already become the most mas-
sive social protest movement
in this country since the
Vietnam War.

In the course of 1975 and
1976, environmentalists held
small rallies and marches, and
trade union bodies carried
resolutions calling for a
uranium ban. But the move-
ment took off in May of 1976,
when a railway worker in a
small northern city refused
to handle uranium ore.

The worker, Jim Assen-
bruck, was simply carrying out
union policy. He was sacked,
and it took the threat of a na-
tional rail strike to win his
reinstatement.

Immediately, uranium was
a national issue. Since then,
feeling has been growing
steadily.

Australia is one of a few
countries .that holds most of
the world’s supply of the ore.

Since it is politically embar-
assing for most countries to
buy it from South Africa,
Australia has long been
expected to be a key supplier.
All political parties favored
the idea.

But as the world anti-
nuclear movement has grown,
and the dangers of nuclear
energy have become better

known, Australians have
become uneasy.
This year, two national

mobilizations have brought
tens of thousands of people
into the streets in the major
cities. Public opinion is now
shifting rapidly. The Aus-
tralian Labor Party has been
forced to call for a ban on
uranium export, despite the
resistance of the top party
leadership.

But the key to stopping
uranium mining and export is
the trade union movement.
The unions in Australia have
a long tradition of political
action.

Trade unions have taken
action in protest over the

-only patient

bombing of Cambodia in

- 1972 and the apartheid poli-

cies of the South African
regime. And in the early
1970’s, building workers in
Sydney imposed the famous
‘‘green bans’’ to stop building
projects that damaged the
environment.

If this power can be mo-
bilized effectively, uranium
export can be stopped for
good.

BAN

A demonstration held on
Melbourne’s Swanston Dock,
which led to mass arrests, led
longshoremen in that city to
permanently ban the export of
uranium. More recently, a
demonstration at Sydney’s
White Bay Container Terminal
led to temporary bans.

The Australian Council of
Trade Unions (our version of
the AFL-CIO) has been much

more conservative, however,

It is becoming obvious that
base-building
work among the trade union
rank and file can ensure

Success.

Anti-uranium activists have
been holding workplace meet-
ings for several months. In
Sydney they have addressed
meetings of metal trades shop
stewards, printing workers at
major newspapers, railway
wotkshops, teachers and
countless other groups. In
many places, anti-uranium
committees have been set up
on the job.

Meanwhile, the efforts of
the anti-nuclear movement in
other parts of the world are
important for Australians.
The favorite argument of the
ruling conservative govern-
ment here is that ‘‘other
countries need our uranium.”’
The sight of thousands of
people in the streets around
the world calling for an end
to nuclear power stations has
helped us to expose this life.

Nuclear power is a truly
international issue. Building
a world-wide movement
against it is the only way vic-
tory can be assured.
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during the Queens’ address
to Parliament by the BBC
staff.
® The Fire Brigades Union
has just called its first national
strike.

Firefighters in Britain earn °
less than 390 a week for 48
hours of work. Hundreds are
injured each year, and many
have died. A 40 hour work
week was first demanded in
1918, but their action now is
their first powerful attempt to
win it,

TROOPS

In response to the strike,
Britain’s Labor government
has brought in troops to fight
the fires. They are untrained,
unsafe, and ineffective. Al-
ready the cost of damages
done by fires exceeds the fire-
mens’ entire wage claim for
a year.

The press, who normally
ignore the problems faced by
the elderly, sick people and
children, are now posing as
their greatest defenders.
They claim the firemen are
selfishly putting money before
safety.

Before the strike began, two
firemen were killed on the job
and the press didn’t print a
word. Not a single fire fatal-
ity has been pinned on the
strikers yet. If the govern-
ment and press were seriously
concerned with saving lives,
they would pay the firemen.

SUPPORT

Despite the daily barrage of
anti-worker propaganda by
the government and news-
papers, the firemen are get-
ting much support. The
Socialist Workers Party, fra-
ternal organization to the ISO
in Britain, has launched an
enthusiastic support campaign
for the strikers.

Since the firemen have no
strike fund, the SWP is help-
ing them raise money.

To counter the ruling class
press they have printed
150,000 leaflets giving the
firemens’ case. To assist the
firemen in running an effec-
tive strike they have opened
their print works to them,
printing a daily strike bulletin
written by the firemen.

VICTORY

The firemen deserve a
major victory. All signs so
far point toward their.success
and toward a defeat for the
governments policy of keeping
wage increases down.

If they win it will mean a
tremendous boost in confi-
dence for British workers. [}
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Stearns miners
vow to fight on |Out of th

Mahan Vanover and Danny Mathews in the McCreary County Jail.

by CHRISTINA BERGMARK

WHITLEY CITY, KY— We
are not done fighting yet. And
we won’t be til they (Stearns
Mining Company) recognize
the UMWA as the union in
this mine.”’

Mahan Vanover, president
of the Stearns miners who has
worked at the Justus Mine for
35 years, said this to me in the
McCreary County Jail.

He and nine others are
serving six-month jail sen-
tences for breaking a restrain-

~ing order limiting pickets.
On October 12th and 17th
there were way too many
people on the picket line.

AWARE

The miners, wives and
friends who broke the re-
straining order were fully

aware of what they were
doing. The court had already
let the company break its
part of the deal. State troop-
ers in riot gear had escorted
three scabs into the mine.

If the court was willing to
break its own order to help the
company, the miners saw
nothing left to do but resist
the order.

120 miners were arrested.
(The total employed at Justus
Mine is estimated at 190.)
All but 11 were released on
$1,000 bond each. The 11

held were those who had been
arrested both on October 12th
and 17th. One of them was
released for medical reasons.
Despite their confinement,
those in jail still say, ‘‘The
main thing is we didn’t back

down. We stood right up to
it.”’

Standing up to it has been
no easy matter. The striking
Stearns miners are veterans of
a war going into its 17th
month. This war for union
recognition has seen gunfire
initiated by company guards
and returned by the strikers,
and riot squads willing to beat
men and women alike. Sev-
eral strikers suffered head in-
juries, and Vanover is still
nursing a shattered elbow—
the work of the riot squad.

BACK

The Stearns strikers are
looking to the UMWA contract
negotiations and probable
strike to end their battle. It
is their hope that one of the
conditions for acceptance of
the new contract will be a pro-
vision that Stearns Mining Co.
recognizes the UMWA in the
Justus” Mine.  They hope
that other miners, in solidarity
with the Stearns strikers, will
refuse to return to work until
this condition is met,

The consensus of those in
jail is that they will be out
before their six months is
through. They have served
over a month now. They hope
that when the new miner’s
contract is ratified, they will
be UMWA miners, working
under that contract.

If not, the fight will con-
tinue. IMahan Vanover says,
“We’ll keep fighting until we
win,, And 1 may be a very
old man when this thing is
over.”

HOUSTON WOMEN

HOUSTON, TX—They said
it would be the most important
women’s meeting since the
convention which started it
all—the Seneca Falls conven-
tion in 1848.

They said it would be the
most important event for
women in the twentieth .cen-
tury. It would lay the basis
for legislation to sweep away
centuries of oppression.

They were wrong.
wrong.

The National Women’s Con-
vention, held in Houston, the
weekend of November 18 and
19 had more to do with the
politics of the big parties than
it did with women'’s liberation.
It was a rally, a spectacle, pri-
marily aimed at drumming up
support to win approval for
the = ERA—Equal Rights
Amendment.

HARNESS

It was an attempt to harness
the passion that the demand
for liberation has aroused—to

Very

into the 1

harness it and put it
use of the Carter adm
tion and the liberals
gress.

36,000 women assen
Houston. But 11,000 ¢
were there with Phyllis
ly to protest ‘‘radicals,
bians,”” the ERA, a
‘‘destruction of the All-
can Family.”’

The other 15,000 »
establish a ‘‘Nationai |
Action’’—a charter
women. The conferen
funded for this reas
million worth. It was in
to give Carter and th
gress a representative
of the needs of An
women.

The convention was s
with celebrities.
Carter spoke. She |
her Jimmy and hopec
don’t think he sent a wo
do a man’s job.”’

Betty Ford took the
tunity to compliment h
Jerry. Even Lady Bird

Right-wingers demonstrating.
insert, Phyllis Schg

=
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CONFERENCE

by Barbara Winslow

streets,
alnstream

son made an appearance, and
no doubt Lyndon Baines would
have wanted her there.

WILD

Then for two days, the con-
vention passed resolution
after resolution—and each
successful resolution, in par-
ticular the ERA, was greeted
with wild cheering.

Women in the arts, wom-
en’s health, women prisoners,
‘'you name it, it was there.
When the resolution on minor-
ity women passed there was
weeping—and singing “‘We
Shall Overcome.”’

When the gay liberation
resolution was approved bal-
loons were set loose and a
giant banner unfuried,
““Thank you sisters.”

It all went very smoothly of
course. In the name of ‘‘sis-
terhood’”” and ‘‘unity’’ very
little opposition was allowed.
The tight control was justified,
according to the organizers,
because of the right wing

threat.

But this meant no debate
was allowed, and certainly
nothing that was critical of
the resolutions, that wanted
them strengthened, or that
went beyond the appeals to
congress.

GOOD

Now the resolutions passed
were all very well and good.
Cf course every genuine
feminist supports an end to
discrimination against homo-
sexuals, favors child care
centers, shelters for battered
wives, and massive federal
funding for schools.

But these resolutions are
being sent to the congress.
Surely this is a little fanciful—
it’s like asking the fox to guard
the chicken coop, or worse.
It’s the congress, with Car-
ter’s support, that is busy
banning abortions for poor
women and . cutting back
public welfare expenditures.

Nothing has ever gained by
appealing to the oppressors—
or to their political agents.

Seneca Falls it was not.

MAINSTREAM

‘““We want to be part of the

mainstream,’’ said Adrieane
Critchlow, a delegate from
New York. ‘‘“We are part of
the mainstream.”’
- Well, I always thought that
“mainstream”’ America
meant bigotry and prejudice,
unequal pay and unequal
work, racism, the war in
Vietnam, a giant imperialist
power beginning to decay.

Yet the truth is that the
Critchlow’s, the Gloria Stein-
ems, and the Bella Abzugs do
want women into this rotten
“‘mainstream,’” into the Dem-
ocratic Party, the Republican
Party, into business, the
courts, the establishment.

It just so happens that a

-good number of these women

are candidates and also
careerists as well, but never-

The convention was a well-
organized and a carefully
orchestrated media event, de-
signed to channel the anger of
women—into the two poli-
tical parties, into the courts
and congress—out of the
streets, where our movement
began, away from direct
action.

Still it had some lessons.
Here is just one. The con-
vention was chaired by wom-
en, policed by women, sun and

-organized by women. Yet this

was done within the structure

Jubilant New York delegation after ERA resol

of a legal and party system
which is dominated by men.

So, in no way was it inde-
pendent. Itis tied to, oriented
to, and subservient to the
parties, courts and congress
of this nation—institutions
which are all inherently
sexist, racist, and anti-work-
ing class.

DIFFERENT

The women who met in
Seneca Falis were very differ-
ent from those of Houston.
They were radicals, aboli-

ution pased.

tionists, fighters.

The women who sparked
the liberation movement in
the sixties were also differ-
ent—we took the movement to
the streets, said to hell with
respectability and challenged
the whole system.

That’s what we need again
today. Our goals may indeed
sound similar to some of those
championed in Houston.

The difference will be in the
fact that we will subordinate
them fo nc one, and we will
fight to get them. O

’athletes.

mind.

issues.

“The International

“They didn’t want me here”

*I came to Houston because I was concerned
about the right wing threat, 1 wanted to be here to
do whatever'l could. 1 thought that lots of feminists
should attend to show where they stand on women’s

Women's Year
didn’t really want me around. That’s because I
am a lesbian. They didn’t want me on the piatform
or on the floor as a delegate. I'm not respectable.

““This whole conference lacks passion. It’s tacky.
It’s completely respectable. We need a new genera-
tion of women to build a new movement.”’

planners

Kate Millett

“Warning! Women!”’ Ac-
sording to the Phyllis Schiafly
eport, the IWY ‘‘is a front
for radicals and lesbians.”
“The IWY conferences
erve as a front to give media
xposure to radicals, lesbians,
iSfits who want to agitate
for their anti-family goals at
[he taxpayers expense.’’
Phyllis Schlafly is a leader
f a right wing movement,
hich organized for the
Houston women's conference.
Schiafly, who likes to pre-
tend that she is just an ordi-
Llary housewife, working out
f her kitchen, works with
figures such as Anita Bryant
and with the organizations
Bton ERA, Save Our Children,
the Right To Life, Happiness
bf Womanhood and the Eagle

Forum.
DEMAGOGUE

Schiafly is a slick right wing
demagogue. Her organiza-
tions are not funded by bake
sales. She has founded, been
a member of or associated
with the Cardinal Mindzenty
Foundation, the Committee to
Free Cuba, Americans for
Law and Order, World Anti-
Communist Crusade. Accord-
ing to Robert Welch, leader
of the John Bitch Society,
Schlafly was a member as
well,

The right wing’s goal was
to disrupt the IWY conven-
tion, “The Houston meeting
will be the death knell of the
women’s Ifib movement,”
predicted Schlafly and organ-

ized a counter rally at the
Houston astrodome of some
11,000.

The right hoped to counter
the IWY rally with one of their
own. They also resorted to
attempts at physical violence
and intimidation. They
handed out anti-woman, rac-
ist, and anti-semitic litera-
ture. They beat up two gay
women during an outdoor
ERA rally.

A racist, KKK dominated
conyention in Mississippi elec-
ted an all white idelegation
including five Kian members.
Shelton Hand, an alleged Klan
member and delegate, said
that “‘the women running this
conyention are totally ruining
the Christian based fiber on
which everything worthwhile

in this country is based.”’

As it happened, the right
wing at the IWY convention
could not actually disrupt
any activities. While some
delegates attempted to stali
resolutions and voting, all
the government sponsored
proposals were  rammed
through. The so-called con-
frontation between the right
and the moderates never took
place.

Many people in the wom-
en's movement have argued
that the major threat to pro-
gress on ‘the issues of abor-
tion, gay rights and the ERA
comes from the right wing,

ERROR

This. is a serious error.
The right is a danger, but it is

Danger on the right...and in the middle

-not the Schlaflys who are

responsible for the Hyde
amendment which is cutting
off federal funds for abortions.
It is a Democratic controlled
congress.

Anita Bryant is not respon-
sible for the anti-Gay rulings
of the Supreme Court. The
successful cutbacks and other
attacks on women’s wages,
working conditions, the de-
cline of unionization is not the
fault of the right wing, but the
government and business.

At the same time, to blame
the right wing for the setbacks
in women’s rights only gives
Carter and the Democrats
another excuse tanot pass and
fund programs promoting
women’s equality.

ke
——
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Write to Letters,
Socialist Worker

P.0.Box 18037
Cleveland, OH 44118

We are concerned about vielence against women

Dear Socialist Worker,

Women Against Violence
Against Women (WAVAW) is
a national organization work-
ing to raise people’s con-
sciousness concerning the vio-
lent portrayal of women by the.
media, including record al-
bum covers, advertising, tele-
vision, store displays, films,
and book jackets.

We are concerned, in par-
ticular,” about the use of
images which glamorize and
trivialize violence against
women and which depict them

as eager, seductive, and help-
less victims enticing violence.

For example, several record
companies distribute album
covers showing women beat-
en, bound, gang-raped,
branded, and/or exposed.
The terrible reality of physical
violence is minimized and
accepted as normal.

As a group, we are con-
cerned with the abusive and
discriminatory treatment of
women, and not with ob-
scenity and censorship issues.

We see images used by the
media as a form of propa-

ganda influencing how people
react and behave. Abusive
portrayals of women increase
violence against women, en-
couraging men into oppressive
roles.

This is dangerous and
unfair for both women and
men.

WAVAW is a national orga-
nization, centered in Los
Angeles. Each chapter works
within its local communities
to inform people about the
dangers of distributing psy-
chologically and physically
violent images of women and

to suggest possible alter-
natives.

WAVAW has avallable a
slide show concerning these
issues. We would like to have
the opportunity to present it
to groups that your readers
work with.

To find the chapter nearest
them, they can write us at:
WAVAW, c/o0 Feminist
Women’s Health Collective,
1112 Crenshaw Blvd., Los
Angeles, CA 90019.

Boston WAVAW
Box 252
Chestnut Hill, MA 02167

Dear Socialist Worker,

I watched the television
report of the Shah of Iran’s
recent visit to America.

I watched the demonstra-
tors charging down on the
White House ceremony, and I
saw the Shah and President
Carter and all their aides
crying from the tear gas.

I loved it! - Only one thing.
I wished they’d all choked.

When he got round to his
welcoming speech, Carter
spoke of ‘‘enlightened lead-
ership.’’ I was born and grew
up in Iran and I know all about
the Shah’s enlightened lead-
ership.

It meaas tens of thousands
of p prisoners rotting
in jai the savage torture

what Carter’
hts’’ campaign

# Eastern Europe.

eir jailers.
¥as the Shah in
. To buy more arms.
ged to buy seven of

ho dares protest

s imprisoned in %}

rot while Carter =~
4 blggest anti-war demonstra-

radar warning and control
systems.

He’li use these to make
himself into an even bigger

super-power in the Gulf. He’ll
also use them against anyone
who dares to resist his govern-
ment.

There’s protest and resis-
tance against this all this.
Last week 2000 students at the
Arymehr Technical Univer-
sity in Teheran occupied their
campus and demonstrated
against the brutality of the

I W1sh they’d choked

police.

These were the largest
public demonstrations since
1963, when, as I remember,
the streets were left strewn
with the bodies of the demon-
strators.

The Shah needs to keep this
protest down. So he’s de-
lighted to be promised contin-
uing help from his democratic
friend Jimmy Carter.

Elaheh Povey
London

IMPRESSIVE DEMO

Dear Socialist Worker,

Some comments on the anti-
Shah demonstrations here:

The most impressive thing
“#bout the demonstration, a-
from its size—9,000—was
flat it was extremely well-
fganized and maintained a
gh level of enthusiasm and
nilitancy for two solid days.
~Only a handful of the

" tions were larger. And back
then, the militant contingents
were smaller, anarchistic, and
easily demoralized, and prone

to random, a-political vio-
Ience. Like setting fires
in trash cans and throwing
rocks through drug store
windows.

Apart from a sprinkling of
Eritrean students and a few
others, the demonstration was
almost entirely Iranian. The
Post provided a little comic
relief by writing that the anti-
Shah demonstrators were
Latin Americans, Arabs, and
Russians!

Kirk Lambert
Washington, D.C.

No Klan

Dear Socialist Worker,

A reader asked, ‘‘Has the
Klan been involved in the
Essex strike?”’

Reports are that Elwood has
one of the largest Klan chap-
ters in the state, but so far it
has not been involved in any
of the strike support work.

They did not attend or at
least were not evident at the
rally called in support of the
strike.

On the other hand, trade
unionists, left groups, wom-
en’s groups, black groups and
human rights groups came to
show their support for the
strikers.

And, representatives of all
these groups spoke in support
of the strikers but no voice of
support has come from the
Klan.

J.T.
Indianapolis, IN

Dear Socialist Worker,

I'm a dockworker for Atlan-
tic Richfield in the Long Beach
harbor. Recently, 1 was
assigned work on a Russian
tanker.

‘The guys at work heard
this before me and were
already laughing—they still
refuse to accept the fact that
all ‘“‘reds’’ don’t get their
money from Moscow.

This has now changed. A
couple of Russian sailors
came down from the ship
to ask me some technical
questions. They found me
(in my most often assumed
position) reading—this time it
was  ‘‘State Capitalism in
Russia’’ by Tony CIliff.

It has a picture of Stalin
on the cover. This blew their
minds so they went back to get
their party man. One thing
I learned before about Rus-
sians is that they don’t talk
politics without the party man.

The captain and two officers
came down to have a look at
the book and talk. But it
wasn’t a minute before he
snapped the book shut,
snarled ‘‘Trotskyists’”’ and
ordered the rest of the guys
back onto the ship.

The guys I work with were
impressed with this, and they
noticed the upper-class de-
meanor of the captain. We
also got a look at his lush
office—antique navigational
instruments, a healthy liquor
supply, you name it.

I haven’t recruited anyone
yet, but have made my point
on Russia. I've also started
some pretty good discussions
on real socialism—socialism
from below.

Melody Lacey
Long Beach, CA

IRON CITY WOES

Dear Socialist Worker,

People in Pittsburgh are -

really worried about the steel
mill closures in Youngstown,
Ohio, and are asking, can it
happen here?

The answer is, not yet. Al-
though Jones and Laughlin
has laid off about 300 white
collar workers, neither J. and
L. nor U.S. Steel, by far the
biggest steel corporation in
the Pittsburgh area, have laid
off any production workers.
This is not surprising. Figures
just released indicate that
1977 will be the third biggest
year, measured in output, for
the American steel industry.

The problem isn’t demand
for steel, but profits, which for
the industry as a whole are
at their lowest levels since the
1930’s. The fact that profits
are not comparably depressed
for the overall economy
explains the steel bosses’
hysteria.

They are joined in their
hysteria by the daily papers
here, the politicians and the

USW bureaucracy. . All are
mouthing pretty much the
same line: tariffs, relaxed
pollution controls (on a sunny
day in Clairton you need to
drive with your headlights on),
and rationalization—for which
read fewer jobs.

Against this powerful coali-
tion, steelworkers will have to
rely on their own strength and
resources. As a beginning,
some local rank and file acti-
vists in steel and socialists
are working on a plan to put
out a series of leaflets and
pamphlets to counter the cor-
porations’ propaganda bai-
rage.

The crisis in steel is a pre-
view of the next general
depression. If the steel cor-
porations find they can get
away with murder, the other
corporations will try the same
tactics on their workers. But
the battle isn’t over yet; in
fact it’s only just begun.

Joe White
Pittsburgh, PA




\

In the 1950’s and 1960’s,
many third world regimes,
free of the shackles of colonial-
ism, proclaimed themselves
‘“‘socialist’” and set out to
build the new order.

It was a mixed bunch,
including such figures as
Nassar in Egypt, Nkrumah in
Ghana, and Ben Bella in
Algeria. New doctrines were
developed as well, and,
whether it was ‘‘Arab Social-
ism,”’” ‘“‘Islamic Socialism,’’
or ‘‘African Socialism,’’ the
goal was to break with im-
perialism and backwardness,
to develop modern industry,
and to achieve prosperity in
the new societies of Asia and
Africa. .

Today, this promise, and
with it the hope and enthu-
siasm, has vanished. There is
no socialism in Ghana, nor
Egypt, nor Algeria, nor in
fact in any place in the third
world.

Ghana, with General
Achampong at the head of a
repressive state machine, has
recently banned all indepen-
dent political parties, arguing
that they create ‘‘unnecessary
social divisions.”” The regime
moves closer and closer to
the U.S.

- DEPENDENT

In Algeria, the corrupt
government of Boumedienne
is thoroughly dependent on
French capital. Egypt is more
and more the total dependent
of the United States, as

L1

Sadat’s theatrics prove only -

too clearly.

At the same time, the
dependence of these nations
on the world economic system
have been strengthened, not
weakened. Poverty and in-
equality remain rampant. The
big plans for industrialization
have collapsed. All the pro-
‘blems that the ‘‘new social-
ism’’ promised to solve are

still there.

Despite this reality, how-
ever, many of the illusions
fostered by these regimes re-
main. In Africa, for example,
the rulers of Tanzania and
Zambia, Nyerere and Kaunda,
still parade under the banner
of ‘‘African socialism.”” In
Angola and Mozambique, suc-
cessful national liberation
struggles have revived the
hope for an ‘‘African road to
socialism.”’

I will argue here that these

regimes are not in any way
socialist, but are in fact state
capitalism. More, today they
offer nothing to the vast
majority of the workers and
peasants in the backward
countries, and that the first
steps towards genuine social
ism will be made when they
are overthrown.

CENTRAL

For Marx,
class was central

the working
to the

strategy for socialism, no ex-
ceptions. Socialism was the
self-emancipation of the work-
ing class or it was nothing.

The regimes of Kaunda and
Nyerere were created in the
struggle against imperialism.
The policies that were carried
through by them represented
the interests of the national
middle classes, and/or the
petty-bourgeoisie, that led the
struggle for independence.

Their first goal was indus-
trialization. Their aim was to
close the gap with the indus-
trialized nations. But, be-
cause of the uneven develop-
ment of capitalism, and the
impossibility, under modern
conditions, of backward
countries industrializing with
the methods of ‘‘free enter-
prise,”” they reverted to the
state.

They attempted to insulate
their economies from the
world market and the big
multinationals. They hoped
to industrialize on the basis
of the planned economy.

This in part explains their
anti-imperialist and often radi-
cal sounding rhetoric.

The objective, it should be
clear, was not to emancipate
the working class, but to bring
the peasants off the land and
into the factories. Industria-
lization was also synonymous
with the strengthening of
their own positions in relation
to other nations, whether poor
or rich.

PROBLEMS

However, they were met
with serious problems. The
poverty of the rural popula-
tion meant that it could not
feed the millions moved into
the cities. The sheer scale of
modern industry often simply
ruled development out by
definition. :

Finally, they faced the con-
stant battle with the balance of

~

Workers’
~ _ power is the
» onlyroad to

- socialism

" in Africa

by Ahmed Shawki

To industrialize.
they needed machinery,
equipment, and expertise.
But these were to be found in
the advanced nations. It
proved a very expensive busi-
ness to get into.

The demands of accumula-
tion went before consumption,
just as profits went before
human needs. Nyerere, in a
recent speech, put it this way,
‘“The poor nations are told to
invest more, to sacrifice pre-
sent consumption for the sake
of future development.
Speaking for my own country,
we try to do that.”’

That is, the needs of the
system come before the needs
of the workers and the pea-
sants, best intentions aside.
This is why in recent years,
the ‘‘African Socialist’” re-
gimes have lost much of their
verbal radicalism of earlier
times.

In the developing economic
crisis, they have been forced
to try to make the workers
pay more and more-—cutting
wages, social services.

The other side of the coin is
increased repression. In 1974,
copper prices fell by two-
thirds on the world market.
And copper had never taken
up less than 90% of Zambia’s
export earnings. The result
was that Kaunda viciously
attacked living standards,
smashed the strikes that
exploded in the copper mines,
and suddenly ‘became a

payments.

supporter of  ‘‘detente’’
with South Africa.
TOLL

The same process took its
toll on Nyerere. In the face
of the world wide recession,
he was forced to slash Tan-
zania’s public expenditure’s,
fire 9,500 civil servants, and
ban strikes.

Today, it is clearer and

clearer that there is no basis
for. *‘African socialism’’—that
is, the building of strong, self-
reliant nations under the pro-
tection of the state. And,
while state capitalism might
have some advantages to
colonialism and  broken-
backed private capitalism, it is
certainly not an alternative.
Nor is it socialism.

In reality, ‘‘African social-
ism”’ was the name given to
justify the creation of new
ruling classes. It had nothing
at all to do with the working
class and the poor peasants of
Africa.

This does not, however, rule
out the hope for socialism in
Africa and the third world.

The workers of Africa have
shown themselves to be a
fantastic force in recent
years—in Ethiopia in 1974,
when Haile Sellasse’s regime
was brought down, in the
strikes in the mining belt
in Zambia, in the rebellions
in Egypt, and in the struggle
for national independence in
Angola. In South Africa, it
is only the black working class
which has the capacity to
smash aparthied.

Neither, of course, does it
mean that the peasants will
not play an important role in
the battle for socialism, nor
that the struggle for national
self-determination is belittled.

It simply means that there
can be no lasting indepen-
dence, no real self-determina-
tion, outside of the .destruction
of the capitalist system which
dominates the world, includ-
ing the third world.

International socialism is
the alternative to domination,
dependence and under devel-
opment. It is the best hope for
the masses of impoverished
workers and peasants, and it
is the only road to socialism in
Africa. il

Smith starts negotiations with a massacre.

ZIMBABWE—In November
Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian
Smith announced that he
would meet with the moderate
African Black leaders. He
proposed to begin negotia-
tions which would ultimately
lead to one person—one
vote rule in Rhodesia.

But the day before Rhode-
sian commandos, backed by
helicopters and mirage jets,
went into the border area of
Mozambique in an attempt to
wipe out guerilla settlements.

The massacre was de-
scribed by the official Mozam-
bique radio station as ‘‘the

biggest attack yet.”’

Most of the people slaugh-
tered were women and chil-
dren. The military comman-
dos attacked schools, food
stores and hospitals. In one
village 20 school girls ages
10-14 were machine gunned as
they sat in their school room.

Some moderate leaders like
Bishop Muzorewa have indica-
ted that they may negotiate
with Smith. But the recent
massacre shows Smith’s true
colors. His attacks will only
strengthen the resolve of the
Zimbabwe freedom fight-
ers. , O
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SOCIALIST WORKER SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE

Help us get 400 new subs

Socialist Worker has brought you in its first year—
® EXxclusive interviews with Bernadette Devlin, Angela Agee, Jim Gaylord and Russian
dissident Leonid Pliouchtch.

@® Feature stories on the coal miners’ struggle, immigration and ‘‘illegals,”’ the Essex
strike, and American labor history.

@ Regular coverage on South Africa, the Middle East, domestic labor struggles, black
liberation and women's liberation. '

® Socialist analysis of Russia, terrorism, Chile, theory and economics.

Now we are trying to increase our sub-
scription list with a drive for 400 new

subscribers.

We want your ideas, comments, stories,

and letters.” But we also need your
financial help. Please subscribe today.

Send to

Socialist Worker

@ 6 months $2.50
@ Student sub (3 months) $1
@ Supporting sub $10 a year

PO Box 18037
Cleveland, Ohio, 44118

SUBSCRIBE!

FOR WORKERS CONTROL

Workers create all the weaith under capitalism. A social-
ist society can only be built when workers coilectively seize
control of that wealth and democratically plan its praduc-
tion and distribution according to human needs instead of
profit.

The working class is the key to the fight for socialism.
Freedomn and-iberation will only be achieved through the
struggles of workers themselves, organizing and fighting
for real workers' power.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM

The capitalist system cannot be patched up or reformed
as some union leaders and liberal politicians say. Capital-
ism i; based on the exploitation of workers. No reforms can
do away wi*h this exploitation. The only way workers can

FIGHT OPPRESSION

Capitalism divides the working class. It pits men against
women, whites against blacks. Capitalism fosters and uses
these divisions to prevent the unity necessary for its de-
struction:  As capitalism moves into crisis, oppressed
groups—blacks, women, latins, native americans, youths,
gays—suffer most. We support the struggles of these
oppressed groups.

We oppose racism in all its forms. We fight segrega-
tion in the schools and housing and against racist firings
and harassment. We demand freedom for all political
prisoners.

We fight for women's liberation. e are for equal pay
for all women workers. We fight for an end to forced steri-
lization and for free abortion. There should be free quality
child care for all who need. it. We fight for the opening up
of jobs for women and an end to sexual harassment and

INTERNATIONALISM

The working class has no nation. Capitalism is inter-
national and that is why the struggle for socialism must be
world wide. A socialist revolution cannot survive in isola-
tion. ;

We champion workers' struggles in all countries, from
Portugal and Spain to Chile and Puerto Rico, from Palestine
and Eastern Europe to China and India. We support all
genuine national liberation struggles. We call for victory of
the biack freedom fighters in Zimbabwe and South Africa.
We oppose all forms of imperialism and oppose sending
U.S. troops anywhere in the worid to impose U.S. interests.

Russia, China, Cuba and Eastern Eurape are not socialist
countries. These countries are not governed by workers’
control but by a small bureaucratic class. A revolutionary
movement must be built in these countries to achieve
workers’ control.

WHERE WE STAND

come to'control society and create a system based on free-
dom and a decent life for all is by overthrowing capitalism
and replacing it with revolutionary, democratic socialism.

FOR A WORKERS' GOVERNMENT

The present state apparatus (federal and state govern-
ments, the courts, army and police) was developed to main-
tain the capitalist system. This apparatus cannot be taken
over as it stands and converted to serve workers. The
working class needs an entirely different kind of state based
upon mass democratic councils of workers’ delegates.

Supporting the present state apparatus is a vast network
of propaganda—newspapers, radio, television, movies.
Workers are bombarded daily from all directions with capi-
talism’s point of view. The working class needs its own
sources of information. To help meet this need, we are
dedicated to building a newspaper that the working class
can trust and use in their fight against the present system.

| —

firings. We are for an end to discrimination and harass-
ment of sexual minorities.

We support the independent organization and struggles
of oppressed peoples to strengthen the working class
struggle for socialism.

FOR RANK AND FiLE ORGANIZATION

The unions today are largely business machines that
long ago stopped fighting seriously for the interests of the
working class. Business union leaders either act as brakes
on workers' struggles, or as.police, delivering workers into
the hands of the bosses. We fight to change this.

To make the unions fight for workers’ interests, power
must be built on the shop floor. This can only happen if the
rank and file organize themseives independently of the
union bureaucrats. We work to build rank and file organi-
zations in unions and companies wherever we are em-
ployed.

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

The activity of the SO is directed toward the initial
steps of building a revolutionary party in a working cltass
that is today fragmented and cut off from socialist ideas.
Revolutionaries must be involved in the day-to-day strug-
gles of workers and other oppressed groups at the work
places, in the unions and in the communities. We build
every struggle that will strengthen the self-confidence,
organization and socialist consciousness of workers and the
oppressed.

As the working class movement gathers strength, the
need for revolutionary leadership becomes crucial. We are
part of the long process of building a democratic revolution-
ary party rooted in the working class. Those who agree
with our stand and are prepared to help us build toward
revolutionary socialism are urged to join us now.

LR 20 28 38 28 ¢

New
members

in New
England

BOSTON MA—On Novemb
12 and 13 the Boston If
held a New England regio
al socialist conferenc
5§ people registered for t
two day meeting and hea
speakers on the econom
the struggle in the mine
the growing attack on wome
revolutionary perspectiv
for the third world and a ta
on ‘“‘Why You Should Be
Socialist.”

Duncan Hallas, centr
committee member of tl
SWP(GB), spoke to seven
people Saturday evening «
‘“‘Marxism and the Revolutio
ary Tradition.”’

There were also workshoj
on topics including sta
capitalism, nuclear powe
South Africa, UPSurge ai
' violence against women.

As a result of the meetit
several people joined the IS
giving the organization ne
members in Amherst, Ne

Haven, Providence, Phil
delphia and  Washingt(
D.C.

BUTTONS AVAILABLE
ON SALE NOW
from [.S.0.
50¢

discount on bulk orders

Internationa
Socialist
Organizatior

National Office  P.0.Box 18037, Clevel:

. OH44

Amherst P.0.Box 446, Amh

MA 01

Bloomington P.0.Box 29, Blooming

IN 47

Boston P.0.80x 131 Kendall Sq. Staf

Boston, MA 02

Chicago 2111 N. Kenmore, Chic

IL 6D

Cincinnati P.0.Box 8909, Cincint

OH 45

Cleveland P.0.Box 18037, Clevel;

OH 44

Dayton 617 Salem, Day

OH 45

Detroit P.0.Box 19105, Def

Mi 48

Gary P.0.Box 1941, Gien Park S1a

Gary, IN 4¢

Holyoke P.0.Box 6140, Holy

MA 01

Indianapolis  P.0.Box 21122, Indianap

IN 46

Louisville P.0.Box 8312, Louisy

KY 40

Los Angeles P.0.Box 477,cLynw
A!

Madison P.0.Box 725, Madi

WI 53

New Haven P.0.Box 2636 Yale Sta

New Haven, CN 06

Pittsburgh P.0.Box 41253, Pittsbu

PA 15

Portland P.0.Box 6743, Portl

OR 97

Providence P.0.Box 3961 Brown Sta

Providence, RI 02

Seattle P.0.Box 9056, Sea

WA 98
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SCENES
FROM

PORTUGAL

by KENT WORCESTER

The film ‘‘Scenes of the
Class-Struggle in Portugal’’ is
an attempt to describe on film
the events that took place in
Portugal between 1974 and
1975. Directed by two Amer-
icans who visited Portugal
in 1975, the film relies heavily
on television footage, inter-
views, and crowd scenes to
portray the mood of the
country, the feelings of the
people.

What’s surprising is how
long ago those events seem.
There is little mention of
current events, whether in the
U.S. left-wing press, or in the
popular media.

This is partly because the
press has ignored many recent
events (such as recent fights
of agricultural workers to
maintain collective ownership
of the fields), but partly
because events have moved,
in the last two years, from
revolution to impasse.

The film gives the viewer a
good feeling for the revolu-
tionary period.

ADVANCES

Powerful advances were
made:  workers took over
some 300 factories, there were
massive occupations of the
farms,

We see older Portugese
women articulate the needs of
their families in neighborhood
council meetings; we see thou-
sands ©f workers in city
squares all asking the same
question: ‘‘How far can the
revoiution go?”’

The organized parties of the
Left played a large role in
these events. The Portugese
Communist Party (PCP) was
the largest of these. The PCP
was the only form of organized
resistance to fascist power.
But the film quite rightly
shows the PCP to be reform-
ist. Whenever workers inde-
pendently organized, the PCP
acted as a block, in their way.

Along with the Socialist
Party (now in power), the PCP
had the rhetoric of socialism,
but the actions of scared
middle-class liberals.

One of the good points of
the film is how it shows people
changing as events change. In
a housing cooperative, we see
people move from: strict anti-
fascism to pro independent
worker’s institutions.

The vision of people, en
masse, moving themselves,
and history, is very exciting.
History is always more inter-
esting in periods like these.
The film presents this well.

The film has problems,
though, some technical, some
political. The directors have
presented the situation in the
more rural and Catholic North
well, and present the different
political urges of the people
well.

Although the film was com-
pleted in 1976, it hasn’t been
widely screened in the U.S.
It is an excellent introduction
to international struggle, and
a good film for those who fol-
lowed events in Portugal. (I

‘Bridges’
is revolutionary
politics and funky jazz

by Todd Jefferson

Gil Scott-Heron

It’s difficult to be both a
revolutionary and an artist,

Your constant problem is to
say something politically
meaningful, but to do it well—
as a part of your art—without
sounding like a propagandist.
Your message may be simple
enougl, but how you say it
has to be reflected through the
wide, complex range of human

-emotion.

It’s especially difficult in
this country today because
revolutionary traditions and
culture are weak here and
remain isolated from the over-
whelming majority of people.
Much of the revolutionary art
of the past is out of print or
censored unofficially by not
being taken seriously by
critics.

GAP

So when any artist bridges
the gap between art and poli-
tics, or between revolutionary
art and popular culture, and
does it well, it’s an important
event.

It happened recently with
the release of Gil Scott-
Heron’s new record album
‘‘Bridges.”’

This is not Gil Scott-Heron’s
first album, not hopefully his
last. But it’s his most success-
ful attempt so far to integrate
his revolutionary politics with
his funky jazz.

Human life and emotion is
essential to good art, and
especially to music which uses
the rhythms and patterns of
sound and movement to mani-
pulate our emotions,

Scott-Heron and his partner
Brian Jackson create their
music’ out of Black urban
experience. It is an experience
they know well. Their lyrics
are full of life, expressing the
joy and despair and aspira-
tions for freedom of Black
people.

Their lyrics support the
music like a skeleton. Their

music is the flesh and blood

of all Black music. What
you’ll hear in it is the sound
of rhythm and blues, jazz,
soul, reggae, and the com-
pelling rhythms and percus-
sions of Africa.

“‘Bridges” adds' a new
dimension tc this combi-
nation—the new urban sotnd
of the young, jazz with an
up-tempo and all the funky
sweet city sounds of back-
ground horns and electronic
percussion.

JOHANNESBURG

Scott-Heron’s first success-
ful attempt at this was actually
on his last album with the
song ‘‘Johannesburg.”” It
was an incredible revolu-
tionary song about the strug-
gle in South Africa and it
enjoyed long popularity on
AM radio.

The sound of it was certain-
ly not as maudlin as Disco
often is, though the song
enjoyed that kind of compel-
ling beat. It was more the
sound of pop jazz. And you
could dance to it. And it was
played at many a party just
for that purpose.

The music of “‘Bridges’ is
a continuation of the new
quality that began with
‘‘Johannesburg.”” It’s more
popular sound should guaran-
tee it a wide audience. But
this move to a more popular
beat may actually disappoint
some Scott-Heron fans who
feel it’s a sell-out of more tra-
ditidnal Coltrane-type jazz for

commercial reasons.
It is not. His early style

and influences are there, but
they are reflected through the
sounds of today.

The point of revolutionary
art is to affect as many as
possible, as profoundly as
possible, and especially the
young. Music in particular
cannot do this if it ignores the
sounds of today.

lutionary statements.

reviews

Gil Scott-Heron knows what
he’s doing with his new

~ sound. He believes that music

is the universal medium of
expression for human feeling.

It is the kind of art that
people in all cultures under-
stand, regardless of language
differences or national boun-
daries. ‘‘Racetrack in France”
from ‘‘Bridges’’ explains this
well. Even though the musi-
cians spoke no French,

The people got the message
from the music that we

play.

It really shouldn’t’a been
no surprise

that we all got down
that day.

I was a long way from
home, but those were good
vibrations.

The song ‘‘Delta Man’’ is
one of the more powerful revo-
It is
the story of three different
ways of life for Blacks in this
country from slavery to the
present. It too tells the
story by using *’places,”” from
Mississippi delta country, to
Nebraska farmland, to living
on welfare in the heart of the
city., The song is dedicated to
‘‘the brothers in the Carib-
bean and Africa,”” and he
begins it by speaking these
words:

This is a song about change,
you see. We say many things
about the changing aspects of
ouy lives. We say that since
change is inevitable, we
should direct that change
rather than simply continue
to go through the change.

His vocal diversity on this
song and the power of the final

i,
Brian Jackson

chant,

Put a little revoluiion in
your life and you’’ll under-
stand where DI’'m coming
from...

drives home the message that
there are few alternatives left
for blacks.

95 SOUTH

The final song is a touching
ballad that explores Scott-
Heron’s feelings and memo-
ries about growing up in the
South. It’s called *‘95 South”’
which refers to Interstate 95
which connects the North and
South on the East Coast.
But it’s only indirectly about a
highway. It’s really a tri-
bute to Fannie Lou Hamer
whose death he heard about
on the radio while headed
home on [—95. This is some of
his finest poetry and it will
shake you deep inside. He
says elsewhere about fallen
comrades: ‘“We have debts

" to pay. In the interest of com-

rades who have contributed
their lives, as well as in our
own interest.”’

‘‘Bridges”” has narrowed
the gap between politics and
art. It has been honest and
faithful in depicting human
lives and emotions, particu-
larly of Blacks. It’s superb
music too. This is why people
are playing it and talking
about it and why it’s moving
up the charts. This is why you
should buy it too—*‘Put a little
revolution in you life.”” Let’s
hope it makes it big and
spreads the message far and
wide. Because we need that.

And let’s hope this is the
start of a new kind of popu-
lar culture—a culture that is
ours. O
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Vote
supports -
Coke strike

by DAVID NORRIS

BLOOMINGTON, IN—On
November 16, students voted
by four to one to remove
scab Coca Cola products from
the University of Indiana cam-
pus.

The Coke strike here is
nearly 21 months old. It is
between Teamsters local 135
and the Bloomington Coca
Cola Co. 21 employees who
average 16 years seniority
struck in March 1976, after
refusing to accept a 25% wage
cut.

Bloomington Coke stated
that they could not afford
‘‘expensive wages’’ but now
are paying a larger number of
scabs more money each to
replace the strikers.

Nearly 4,000 students voted
in the referendum which was
organized to demand an end
to the university’s support
for strike breaking activities.

MONOPOLY

The Bloomington Boycott
Coke Committee, which orga-

nized the referendum, was
formed by students and
townspeople over a year

ago. It has been successful
in reducing the sale of Coke
products throughout the town,
but this has not been enough,
because of the university’s
monopoly of Coke machines
on the campus.

With the victory of the
referendum, however, the
removal of the scab coke from
campus is not far off. And this
just may send Coca Cola back
to the negotiating table! ()

Grocery \We were soldout
but not defeated

by GLORIA PARK Teamster Local 206

strike
over

PORTLAND, OR—Teamster
grocery warehouse workers
here have returned to work
disappointed and demoraliz-
ed, but not defeated.

The Local 206 contract with
Portland’s  grocery  ware-
houses expired on July 1,
1977. Three months later
October 16, nearly 1,000 angry
teamsters voted down the
company’s first set of pro-
posals and walked off their
jobs at seven major Portland
Grocery warehouses.

DOWN

On October 25, a new- set
of proposals, no better than
the first, was once again
unanimously turned down.
But then, on November S, the
strikers were back at work,
this time having overwhelm-
ingly accepted a contract they
considered laughable just a
few weeks earlier.

What happened?

Our demands were simple.
They were decided by an
elected negotiating commit-
tee. We did not want to be
bought off with wages.

We wanted working condi-
tions.

We wanted language in the
contract that would make it
unprofitable to hire casuals.
If the disease called casuals
continues to grow here we will
soon loose everything that we
have won in years of struggle.

We wanted an end to man-
datory overtime up to 12 hours
a day.

We wanted contract lan-

guage giving the union a say

in setting production stand-
ards and who is used in set-
ting them.

What we ended up with was
$1.65 an hour over three years
and a 25¢ cap on the COL for
the last two years.

NONE

We won none of our de-
mands with the exception that
mandatory overtime was re-

Striking grocery workers.

- win the strike.

duced two hours a day—but
with these exceptions—holi-
day periods, emergencies,
peak work periods. Well,
these are the only times we
work overtime anyway.

Our union leadership did
almost nothing_to help us
There was
almost total disorganization
on the picket lines. The mem-
bers received no news. Some-
times members would be
alone for several shifts on

picket duty.

The Grocery Associatios
launched a campaign to turs
public opinion against us, bu
the union did nothing t
counter it.

No wonder the member
ship, willing to fight at first
became confused and de
moralized. The only thing the
union organized was the meet
ing to ratify the rotten agree
ment, and at that, they were
highly effective.

I think the problem wi
face has its source in th
employers’ offensive. In th
fifties, the Teamsters official.
could deliver the goods with
out a fight, and the rank
weren’t needed. Today, thi:
is no longer possible.

STONEWALL

The officials are up agains
stonewalling employers asso
ciations that want all the profi
they can get. They are in
permanent offensive to cu
costs and overhead and t
drive up productivity.

The Local 206 officials are
not prepared to fight this kinc
of offensive, something we
learned here in Portland thi:
fall. But I think it is true righ
across the country.

We are now organizing t
see that this years’ sellout i
not repeated. We’ve plannec
meetings so that we can ge
the activists together.

We will have to turn thi

union around and only the
rank and file can do it. ]

Boston boycotts
J.P. Stevens

BOSTON, MA—On Novem-
ber 19, New England mem-
bers of the Amalgamated
Clothing and Textile Workers
Union (ACTWU) and acti-
vists in the Boston women’s
movement were told that

women ‘‘must organize to
build a movement which
recognizes their rights to

equal pay, equal job access
opportunities, and an end to
employment policies which
force them into low-skilled
positions.”’

Diana Nunes, a vice-presi-
dent of the ACTWU, speaking
at the J.P.Stevens and Wom-
en Workers Conference, stres-
sed that rank and file activity
by women workers is the most

effective means of combatting
discrimination practices, both
sexual and racial, in the
textiles industry.

MARCH

At the close of the con-
ference, which had speakers
from a wide range of organi-
zations, those attending joined
together and marched to
Downtown Boston to the Jor-
dan Marsh Department Store
to ask shoppers to boycott J.P.
Stevens products.

This action ended a week
long effort directed at Jordan
Marsh, New England’s largest
advertizer of J.P. Stevens
products. O]

LIl want to join

11 want more
information
about

the International

Socialist
Organization

Name

Address_

send to:

ISO PO Box 18037

Cleveland, Ohio 44118

PORTLAND DEMO

“Ban the Kruggerrand”

PORTLAND, OR—Chanting
“The Kruggerrand must be
banned’’ and ‘‘South African
gold must not be sold,”
demonstrators from Portland
Citizens Against Racism be-
gan their second week of
picketing local sales outlets
for the Kruggerrand.

The Kruggerrand is a gold
coin, minted in the South
African mint, but not legal
tender in South Africa. It
is used solely for export in
an effort to draw in foreign
money.

In the past two years the
South African government has
been running a media blitz
in the United States. Sixty

second spots on TV try to-

impress the viewer with the
safety of an investment in
gold. The Kruggerrand is
presented as ‘‘an ounce of
pure love.”’

EXPORT .

Why is the South African
government so anxious to sell
this ‘‘ounce of blood’’ to us?

Gold has been a major
export of South Africa for
many years. Fluctuations in
the price of gold have led the
government to try and secure
a steady inflow of money for
South African gold. The cam-
paign has paid off.

$100 million worth of Krug-
gerrands have been sold in the
United States in 1977 alone.
This money goes to South

Africa where it helps prop
up the racist regime.

Many groups in the United
States are outraged enough by
this to try and stop this sale.
Resolutions have been passed
by the city councils of Denver,
San Antonio, Dayton, Chicago
and Madison urging people
not to buy Kruggerrands.

The Denver resolution
states ‘‘That the council here-
by expresses its opposition to
and loathing of the racial poli-
cies of the so-called Republic
of South Africa; and urges
the people of Denver not to
buy the coins known as Krug-
gerrands, whose sales will
help to reinforce the present
government of South Africa

pursuing its repugnant and in
human racial policies.”’

CONDEMN

Denver has since passed |
second resolution condemnin;
bank loans and corporati
investments in South Africa
Currently picketing is goin;
on in Boston and other citie
protesting the newspaper an
radio advertisements.

Portland Citizens Agains
Racism plans on presenting ¢
resolution before the Portlanc
City Council condemning the
sale of the Kruggerrand ftc
coincide with Human Rights
Week. Similar actions are
planned for Eugene. C

by KAREN WOODS

Crabshell meet

KIRKLAND, WASH—Over
100 members and supporters
of the Crabshell Alliance met
here .on November 4 to
demand answers about
nuclear waste disposal from
Chem-Nuclear Systems.
Chem-Nuclear is the biggest
low level nuclear waste
disposal company in the U.S.
and has its main office in
Kirkland.

The demonstration coincid-
ed with one in Cimarron,
New Mexico where Chem-
Nuke wants to set up another
radioactive garbage dump,

despite  opposition  fron
people in the area.
Chem-Nuke’s  ‘‘disposal’

of waste would be funny if i
weren’t so tragic. It store:
experimental animal carcasse:
contaminated clothing, reacto
equipment, etc. in 55 gallor
drums or even plastic bags it
unlined trenches only 30 fee
deep. It is already covering
an area of 260 acres in Barn
well, South Carolina witl
these trenches. The drum:
soon rust out and the bag:
break, leaking their content:
into the earth. C

R
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Alltrans
strike In

4th
month

by DUNCAN WEST

IBT Local 208

LOS ANGELES—The ACME-
Alltrans strike has entered its
13th week and half the senior-
ity list of Teamsters are still
actively picketing.

But the Teamster local lead-
ers involved (locals 208, 357,
and 495) have yet to get an
official strike sanction, so the
workers are still on their own.

No one in the union will
deny that we got a raw deal
when ACME threw us out of
our jobs on Labor Day week-
end. They put 53 people on
the streets, and then gave the
work to a new crew at $4.60 an
hour on the dock and owner
operators on the street.

LINES

The only people willing to
fight on the issue have been
the Teamsters’ rank and file.
On almost every occasion they
have honored our picket
lines—either in front of the
ACME terminal or when we
have set up pickets in front
of other freight barns.

We are hurting ACME but
they still have the upper hand.
They are part of an inter-
national transportation com-
pany which is planning to ex-
pand in the U.S., as soon as
they can bring the union to
heel. . i

They are now in the process
of getting the rights of the
defunct REA (Railway Ex-
press Association), which will
enable them to move freight
anywhere in the U.S.

If ACME is not stopped in
L.A., there won’t be a union

member handling ACME
freight whose job is safe.
SANCTION

We need the power of the
union and the official strike
sanction behind us. We want

to send sanctioned travel-

ling pickets to wherever
ACME is operating—North-
west, Midwest, even the East.
But this will take more than
the resolve of the L.A. rank
and file. It will take the out-
front support of the 1.B.T.

We are fighting for that ;

now. Our local officials say
they support us, but they are
locked into a network of
bought-off and sold out local,
conference and international
bureaucrats.

When they do challenge the
officers it’s often just for
show. So far, they want to put
the blame for the union’s
inaction onto anyone but
themselves.

Ford: Where Kkilling is the ‘better idea’

by PATRICIA GILMAN
DEARBORN, MI—On Sep-
tember 29, 1977, Leonard
Leath died of an infection
incurred after his right leg
was crushed in an accident at
the Ford Rouge complex. The
Michigan Occupational Safety
and Health Administration
(OSHA) would not investigate
and it was left up to the Fed-
eral OSHA to step in.

The accident occurred when
an electrician working on an
overhead crane pushed an

FRAMED AND FIRED
‘ll Don’t
accept the

B.S. U.P.S.
ands
down’

United Parcel Service in
Cincinnati, Ohio has only
hired four full time black em-
ployees since 1972. Recently
they fired a black driver who
has fought to reverse the com-
pany’s racist employment
policy.

Ed Walker, a package
driver for nine years in the
Cincinnati HUB, circulated a
petition to get more blacks
hired. 37 employees, black
and white, signed the petition.
A discrimination grievance
was filed with Teamsters Local
100, but the union has re-
fused to act on the grievance.

On Nov. 14, 1977 Ed Walker
was fired from United Parcel.
The facts behind the firing
show that United Parcel will
go to any length to maintain
its racist employment policies.

COoPS

On Friday, Nov. 11, Ed
Walker was making his daily
pickups. It was about 5:30 pm
when two police cars ap-
proached his truck. Members
from the Cincinnati vice squad
pulled up in a Cadillac. A
warrant had been issued to
search Ed and his UPS truck.

The police found 2 football
card stubs, 1 full card, and 1
top of a card. Ed was arrested
and charged with possession
of illegal gambling devices.

On Monday, Nov.. 14,
United Parcel fired Ed for
dishonesty, soliciting, gamb-
ling, and failure to do assign-
ed duties in a timely manner.
Ed has filed a grievance with
Teamsters Local 100 to be
reinstated with full back pay.

SETUP-

The evidence against Ed is

weak, and his attorneys feel,

confident the case will be
thrown out of court. One
arresting officer said, “‘If you
are a bookie, you aren’t
making any money at it.”’
Why the Cincinnati police
department even bothered to
make .such a phoney arrest

unmarked lever, and Leath’s
leg was crushed between the
crane and a steel column.

The penalty for Ford? A
$350 fine and an order to put
labels on crane levers.

SLIDE

The Michigan OSHA also
let slide a death in August
of 1976 when another Ford
Rouge employee died of
carbon monoxide poisoning
while working on a, blast
furnace.

by Anne Mackie

was a mystery until it was
learned UPS employs a
member of the police force in
its ‘‘Loss Prevention’’ depart-
ment.

The real reasons why UPS
had this man arrested and
then fired are best explained
in Ed’s own words: ‘I was
fired because I'm a fighter.
1 don’t accept the B.S. UPS

“hands down.”’

Ed Walker has played a
leading role in the fight for
better working conditions at
UPS. As a member of
UPSurge, Ed helped organize
the rank and file movement
which played a leading role
in the 1976 UPS Central States
strike.

ATTACK

The fight at United Parcel
is not only for black equality
and black dignity, but it is
a fight for all UPS employees
who are unjustly fired and

And there is yet to be any
explanation concerning the
21 year old man who died this
summer from heat exhaus-
tion after working a 16 hour
shift. Or Patricia Campbell,
the first woman to work on the
railroads in the Rouge who
died on November 27, 1977
after being dragged under a
train.

Most plants in the Rouge
Complex are working a 7 day
week. The mandatory over-
time load is growing. With

harassed.

Stop watches, time studies,
and speed-up are used to
keep. UPS number one in
trucking. Their personal
appearance standards are
stricter than the U.S. military.

UPS employs cops, narco-
tics agents, and ex-FBI
agents to work undercover
side by side with union
members. They are there not
only to enforce the law, but
to intimidate and infiltrate
the growing rank and file
movement against the bad
working conditions at UPS.

The firing in Cincinnati,
Ohio is not an isolated inci-
dent aimed at one individual.
It is an attempt by UPS to
smash any movement any-
where for unity, equality, and
self-respect.

We must stand together and
defend ourselves, our brothers
and our sisters. One person
alone cannot take on the larg-

the work overload comes the
rise in accidents. In just one
of the Ford Divisions, the
Metal Stamping Division,
there have been over 3,000
injuries this year. Over 8,000
first aid cases.

QUESTION

Whenever a new procedure
or machine is proposed, the
question asked is not ‘‘Is
it safe for the people using
that machine, or implement-
ing that procedure,”” but *‘Is

Ed Walker

est trucking company in the
country.

Teamsters Local 100 must
be forced to win Ed’s job back.
The phoney criminal charges
will be fought in court.

This will take legal help and
that takes money. Socialist
Worker readers are asked to
make a donation to the Ed
Walker Defense Fund as a
show of solidarity.

Winning this man’s job
back means showing UPS we
won’t allow anyone to be vic-
timized. It will show our fight
against racism and our fight
against speed-up and harass-
ment is one we plan to win.

Send donations to:

Ed Walker Defense Fund
c¢/o Brown, Dennison,
Klayman Law Offices
216 E. 9th St.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

the plants this g
had to be justified
that fans ‘‘woll
absenteeism and /S
greater long-terfit
profit rate.”’

The " only way '3
can be reduced is J
down the line, afish
the safety of the
before cost saving
one idea Ford isn%
to put on wheels.
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Sadat and Begin

-

In the name of peace and
brotherhcod, President Anwar
Sadat of Egypt has addressed
the Knesset—the parliament
of Israel,

Two thousand journalists
were there to trumpet cliches
across the world, and to pre-
tend that his visit brought a
‘glimpse of hope’ to the
Middle East.

For millions of Palestinian
and Arab people in all Middle
East countries, it has brought
exactly the opposite.

- A week earlier, the Israeli
government had shown what
it meant by peace. It un-
leashed its bombers to pul-
erize refugee camps in neigh-
boring Lebanon.

Azziye, a small village. of
400 people in Southern Leba-
non, no longer exists.

Whole camps were de-
stroyed by the bombs, thou-
sands were made homeless,
and 150 people killed.

Begin, prime minister of
Isracl, went on television
to rejoice at the slaughter.
‘““We have taught these
savages a lesson,”’ he said.

As for ‘‘brotherhood’’ and
“love,’” all the actions of the
Begin government have been
directed to two aims:
® To tighten the discrimina-
tion against hundreds of thou-
sands of Arab people who live
in Israel and in the occupied
territories of the West Bank of
Jordan, the Gaza strip and
Sinai.

This is one of the most
brutal occupations in the
world. Any sign of resistance
is met with a standard punish-
ment: the biowing up of the
suspects’ house,
enforced removal to the

and their

Sadat
he Arch A

nearest refugee camp.

Last year alone, there were
3 general strikes organized
by Arabs demanding Israeli
withdrawal. Instead the police
opened fire on the demon-
strators.

SUBSIDIZE
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eanese village destroyed in Israeli raid.

The Trip to Israel

American government’s pro-
tests, Begin has announced
a huge government plan to
subsidize more Israeli ‘‘settle-
ments’’ in the occupied terri-
tories, requisitioning Arab
land.

® To continue harassment of
the other two million Palesti-
nian people most of whom still
live in conditions of unspeak-
able poverty in the camps set
up after their expulsion from

Palestine in 1948.

The truth about Sadat’s
Israel trip is clear.

Sadat is the arch-appeaser.
He is shaking hands and
giving comfort to one of the
most oppressive and racist
regimes in the world.

The same is true of Sadat’s
latest moves. Now he has

7 announced that he wants to

hold a pre-Geneva conference
in Cairo. Israel has expected
the invitation and we can
expect a similar charade to
what we saw when Sadat went
to Israel.

easer

As for ‘‘hope,’’ his appease-
ment, like all appeasement,
will not harness the Israeli
tiger.

With the Egyptian front
secure, Begin will turn his
forces with redoubled ferocity
on Lebanon and on Syria,
and above all on the Palesti-
nians and on the Arabs in
the occupied territories.

For years the hopes and
aspirations of the Palestinians
and the Arab workers have
been pinned on the warlike
noises made by Arab leaders
like Sadat against the imper-
ialism and racism of the
Israeli government.  Now

those protests are shown for

what they are.

Only one good can come
from Sadat’s posturing—if
Palestinians, Arabs and Jews

all over the Middle East cut

loose from the regimes which
have suffocated them for so
long and begin to find a new
strength and confidence in
themselves. O

Sadat’s visit to Israel was
a lone venture, and an act of

desperation. It was not, as
the press wants us to believe,
a heroic act of courage to
open a new phase in Middle
Eastern political life.

It was the act of a man who
knows that his time is limited,
and who is willing to gamble
to win himself an extra breath-
ing space.

For Sadat is a man who
loves power. He is the man
who has moved his family into
the old royal palace in Cairo—
from which the Egyptian
workers’ movement expelled

King Farouk 25 years ago.
Sadat had always been
almost  hysterically  anti-

Communist and pro-Ameri-
can. From the beginning he
threw Egypt fully into the
Western camp.
~ DISPLAY

He brought in American
advisors, and made a deal
with President Nixon which he
was told would at last set the
crisis-ridden Egyptian econo-
my on its feet. Nixon pro-
mised 2500 million dollars
of investment.

The policy failed dismally
hardly a penny arrived.

The Egyptian economy is
now among the world’s weak-

‘est, with international debts

of 16 billion dollars, inflation
still at over 30 per cent a
year a huge military budget,
a rapidly rising population and
dreadful poverty.

Sadat’s  wealthy  Arab
‘“friends’’ in Saudi Arabia and
the Gulf have done little to
bale him out.

But the warning Egyptian
workers gave Sadat last Jan-
uary has not been forgotten.
Then, when he tried to raise
food prices, they rose through-
out Egypt in huge demonsira-
tions of anger.

MORE

Sadat backed down, while
the army watched -closely,
undecided whether they shoud
move to take power. Sadat
survived, just.

The visit to Israel was a
desperate attempt to win
further American support, to
convince his ‘‘friends’’ that
he, Sadat, is the strong man
of Egypt, to reach a deal with
Israel, ‘‘stablize’’ the Middle
East conflict, and attract to
Egypt the cash Sadat desper-
ately needs.

It will achieve nothing. It
will create only more suspicion
among Egyptian workers. [

Page 16 Socialist Worker December, 1977



