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A NEW PURGE?

Desplte a court ovorruling of the regenteimposed
loyalty oath at the University of California, the spawn
of academic ropressive acts continues to breed in prow

. fusion in the State Legislature,

Most recently the Senate Un-American Activities
Committee poured out over 200 pages of brochure, hashe
ing and rehashing its lengthy dossier of real and fab=
ricated charges against the University, Avoiding the
direct attack, the committee claimed that the adminise
tration Maided and abetted" the infiltration of the
faculty by communist elements, Thus by comples leger-
demain ™he international communist conspiracy” is
brought to roost benesath Sproul's badesor "at Least
inside tha confines of Sather Gate,

The fact that the committec can conjure up-not one

shred of evidence since the " ond of the war to uphold
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its contentiousncess in no wise deters "their boldeface
denunciations, Burns, hecad of the Scnate Un-Ancrican
Committce, scems to be absorbing the lessons taught by
his precursor, Tenney, and the mastercraftsman in fane
ciful assertions, Senator McCarthy of Wisconsin,

The report, howcver, scrved to inecite State legise
lators, The Scnate expressed its profound appreciation
for so lengthy a work by endorsing unanimously the life
of the Un-American committee for two moro years, 4nd a
suitable appropriation for the committece +o0 continue
its "rovclations" scems assurcd, This, despite a blus-
tering economy drive in the Capital,

Then Levering, whose name is  boginning %o rival
Tenney's in  the ficld of civil liberties, initiated a
resolution calling for an intensive investigation of
communism at the University, But the cducation commite
tece of the Assembly felt compcllced to kill Levering's
resolution, After all, even an Assemblyman by simply
reading the report could discover nothlng to be Mintene
sively investigated at the University,® Morcover, the
legislators were not yet ready to fly into the teeth of*
both the administration and the Board of Regents, They
called for "no further action®™ lecaving the matter to
the "loyalty and competence of the top management and
administration" of +the University, But thoy showed
their political fangs by cndorsing a bill intervening
in the administration of the State Colleges, This bill
called for the ousting of all faculty members who cven
supported Commnist organizations,

A long roud has been traveled since the question
of loyalty oaths was first broached at the University,
Thus far the Regents - a group of special and vested
interest appointees by the governor - have wrested cone
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trol from an Acadamic Scnate, which died ignominiously,
victimized by its own timidity, The struggle still
continues, Only now the legislature shows hunger for
the control of tho state's largest and richest aduca-

tional institution., The time is not far off when petty
politicians will swarm out of Sacromento into the cam-
pus and the curriculum itseclf. The University has do-

goneratod into a political football; the issue of com-
mnism has been the camouflage covering that strugglc
for power--a struzglc waged at the cxpense of the Uni-

versity and the student body.# :

ANTI-FRANCO  PICKETING

SAN FRANCISC), May 10 --Protesting U.S. aid -~ to
Franco and supporting the goneral strikes jip Spain, .
five Bay Area leftist groups held a lively, picket-line -

" demonstration at the entrance to the Spanish Consulate -
in San Francisco.

The enthusiistic “picketers raised plackards and
chanted from the line, "Halt US aid to . Franco," "Down
*th totalitarianism on  both sidos of the iron cur-
vain,* '~ Handbills cxplaining the purposc of thc action
and the stand of 3ocialist Party, Indcpendent Socialist
Loague, Industrial workers of the World, 3erkeley So-
cialist Club and Socialist Youth Leaguc partieipants,
were passed out to the noon c¢rowd, _

The interest aroused and the recport of the SF
Chronjcle evidenced the success.of this joint action
which attempted to point out thc nced for intcrnational
solidarity in the strugglc .against Fascist tyranny in
Spain, Workers and studants in the 3ay Arca  should
continuc this type of cooperativo action which follows
similar anti-Franco demonstrations in New York, Chicago
Philadelphia and Los Angelos, #



[OREGON STATE|

SYL UNIT OR BUST

Within the last year, students at Oregon State
:College werc introduced for the first time to the pro-
gram of indepcndent socialism, A series of articles in
the Oroegon State Daily Baromcter presented in public
the socialist analysis of capitalism and Stalinism,
Korea, the Barcelona general strike, the Bevan resigna-
tion and other current political issues,

While the socialist spokesmen in Corvallis have
yet to break the intense political apathy of the stu-
dent body, the newspaper articles stirred up political
interest for a short period in the form of a lively de-
bate in the "letters to the editors® column of the stu-
dent paper, One significant consequence of this debate
was the rooting out of campus Stalinists from their
progressively less comfortatle hiding places,

Although there have not yet been any actual SYL
meetings on campus, socialist idcas concerning war ap®
civil liberties have been expresscd repeatedly in pul
lic meetings, and have rcceived cncouraging response
from many students,

Heartened by these manifestations of student in-
terest, SYL members in Corvallis announced their inten-
sion to form an SYL unit at Orogon Statc. Collego
this fall, A public mecting is scheduled for some time
early in October, Oregon State should become the first
of many SYL units in the Pacific Northwost, '

Students in Oregon or Washington who -are inter-
ested ?n the SYL should write cither to tho Student
Socialist or to Labor Action, Box 358, Seattle, Wash.#
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JIM CROW - IN [UNLVERSITY OF

ORECON

ORECON SORORITY

Early in HMay at tha  University of Orugon race
prejudice brought attontion and publicity to one of the
sororities, Prcjudicec first against a girl- who dﬂtud
a negro and lator against the sorority which cxpelled
her for it, S -

This girl, a membor of Gamma Phi Beta, dated and
wished to continuc dating a negro boy, Unfortunatcly
the sorority felt that this might . causc thelr members
embarrassment and possibly bring unwanted notoriety to
tho housc, - House. alumnae brought pressurc to bear, and
the girl's Usisters™ in turn threatencd unpleasant ace
tion if this girl did not leave the sorority, ' '

.- In the first publicity the house claimed that the.
girl's deccision to.move out was of her own making,’
‘Shortly thercafter in an interview with the University
~. papery, IThe Ererald, it come to light that what was
- being galled “free will" was the result of such threats
and pressure that continucd residence at the sororlty.
was impossiblc,

With this new light on the matter, lotters began
to pour into thc Emerald lamenting 3 system which could
allow, much less foster, such obviously Jim Crow bchav-
ior, Instcad- of avoiding publicity, Gamma Phi Bota
found itsclf thrown dircctly into a cold spotlight and
within a weck the girl was asked to return,

The response of an aroused student body acting
against race prejudicc forced an untouchable, exclusive
group to bow boforc student indignation, Thoesc stu-
dents must be praiscd for their excellsnt responsc.#
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SOCIALISTS "RIOT" IN LA

The brightest spot in the anti-war movement on the
West Coast in recent months was the tri-group soecial-
ist conference held in Los Angeles at the Case Hotel :on
April 25 and 26,

The Socialist Youth League participated with the
Libertarian Socialist League and the Young People's Soc-
ialist League in organizing and sponsoring this anti-
war conference which drew more than fifty delegates and
sympathetic individuals from Northern and Southern Cal-
1forn1a, the second one in six months,

This second conference drew a larger audience but
it failed to pass specific plans for future united front
activities because of the reticent attitude of the YPSL,
Agreements to work together in the newly-formed Southern
California Student Federation Against War and tentative
proposals to attempt to organize a joint anti-war feder-
ation in Northern California, were among the many things
discussed, A wide range of attijudes on the best manner
~in which to struggle against war were presented "but no
real pro-way tendency existed,

" For all those who participated in its sessions, the
conference was a real school of anti-war, socialist pol-
itics, All types of tendencies presented their views--
from Trotskyist to pacifist--and excellent headway was
made in clarifying differences and getting agreement op
minimum types of cooperation,

The agenda included educational reports on Stalin-
ism, the American sgene, the British Labor Party and
Socialism and the War, Except for a few individuals,
the conference was thoroughly third camp ih its orien-
tation,. Everyone agreed that the two pro-war forces to-
day--Stalinism and capitalism--must be oppesed in order
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to carry out a fruitful struggle against war and ree
action in America,

The assembled delegates- decided to put their agreew
ments into practice by holding a free~speech rally at
Los Angeles City College, where a previous SYL meeting
had been broken up by a combination of fascist thugs and
the school's reactionary administration, This peaceful
but determined meeting was held successfully, but at the
last minute the Los - Angeles riot squad--sirens, squad
cars and all-~intervened and carted the Speakers to the
clty jail, R
: The vice president of LACC, C, R Mllham, at the
last minute declined to press charges - (since he had
called the riot squad and then attempted to start: a riot
‘himself): and the SYL leaders were released, - = = -

The rotten Los Angeles press smelled a witch hunt
however, and decided to push the incident, Four-inch
banner headlines announced: RIOT BREAKS OUT NEAR CITY
COLLEGE, The*LA Times reported that: POLICE BREAK UP
SOCIALIST RALLY; and the other papers followed suit,
For two days the SYL pushed Truman, MacArthur and the
war off the front pages, The incident made television,
the news broadeasts and went out over UP wires, Unfor-
tunately, the lack of any riot whatsoever made a contin-
uation of the story a little hazardous, even for the Los
Angeles press,

. - The conference reconvened, sent out a press release
giving a -true picture of the ®riot" and announced that
it would continue its fight for free speech ' at LACC
despite the administration,

The success of this second anti-war socialist youth
conference points up vividly the necessity for more and
broader actions of a similar kind, Next fall should see
the organization of anti-war, third camp groups in other
areas of the West Coast in order to strengthen and decpe
en the struggle begun ih Berkeley and Los Angeles,#

-
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FEATURE
WHITHER ENCLAND ?

Most American liberals have long vicwed the grad-
ual, realistic, practical pOllCleS of the British
Labor Party with admiration, ,

"Here we have," goecs the argument, M"real social-
ism (not CommuniSms being introduced into a modern in-
dustrial country by a series of peaceful, structural
changes in private property, The Fabians werc abgo-
lutely correct; the next step in Britain as in most
other countries in the worlid, is to continue the trend
toward nationalization and state control over the ese
sential industries and public services,"

-This wzde;y-ho1d view, unfortunately, dismisses
‘the problen preassntad by éritain just where amalysis
should beg\nﬁ Symgathy with the Lalor Party in its
long astyupgle wrth the Teries is excellent but far from
sufficient, A1l fighters for socialism must first un-
derstand where Eriva.n stands: today and where she is
being taken by the Labor Party policies, Only then

"will it become possible to intorvenc in Britisb poli-}

tics and hasten the socialist viectory,

One of the most obvious difficultics with the vicw
which sees socialism as the end product of a scries-of.
increasingly extensive ~pabionalizations is the existe
ence of Stalinism as a world power, This new phenon-
enon, arising from the destruction of the first work-
crs! revolution, demands a serious reevaluation of all
socialist (and oven liberal) thinking."“Of all of the
lossons to be learncd from the tragic fate of the Rus-
sian revolution, one stands out as supreme: nationale -
ization of industry is not equivalent to  socialism! .
Stalinism has completcly abolished prlvate owncrship

and control of the means of production and placad the
direction of the essential industri.l processes intoy
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the hands of an all-powerful, totalitarian, state bu-
recaucracy, Tais new ruling class is not a  benevolont
protector of the intorests of the pcople, as somc would
have it, but a brutal and ruthless cxploiter which has
~reduced the masses to the level of state serfs, It is

no longer possible to deny that a now social systcenm,
neither capitalist nor socialist, has ariscn in Russia,

It is also cssential to realize that since the end
of World War II, this system has becn extonded to most
of Eastern Europe and to China, thus losing its pccul-
iarly Russian fcatures and becoming truly an interna-
tional phenonenon., The consolidation of the Tito ro-
gimc in Yugoslavia as an apti-Russian Stalinist powocr
makes this even mors clear,

If it is important to analyzec state intervention
into economic lifc with onc oyc on the possibilities of
a trend toward Stalinism (burcaucratic collectivism) ,
it is just as essential to opposc the 7.cw that the La-
bor Party is mercly M"administering cesitalism® in its

-epoch of decline, It is futile to identify the 3ritish
Labor Party of 1945-1951 with the traditional Social
Democratic Parties in the period after tho first world

- war, "

The classic ecxample of the policy of traditional
reformism is supplicd by the Germin Social Democratic
Party from ajproximately 1914 to 1933, During the
great revolutionary uphecaval which followed the Bolshe-
vik rcvolution in Russia, this party, ostoensibly so-
cialist, actually bccame a prop for the preservation of
capitalist intercsts and power in Germany, It fought
with determination every attompt to overthrow tho old
order through th2 agoncy of proletarian revolution, It
jailed revolutionists, shiclded the old Junker Army,
intervened against the workers' intcrests and cven ro-
fused to carry out any nationalizations. Its politics
reflected the interests of the small stratum of privi-
leged workers, tradc union burcaucrats, ctc,, which
made up the labor aristocracy inside of German capital-
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ist socicty, It was absolutely opposed to the con=-
scious intervention of the workers into industry and
fought violently any attompt to replace the bourgeois
democratic state by a workers' democracy,

. The Labor Party zovernments of 1924 and 1929 fol-
lowed the pattern of classical reformism to the letter,
They took no decisive steps at any time to expropriate
the bourgeoisie, Their actions were calculated to pro-
tect their special place and special privileges withinp
bourgeois socliety. '

_ Tremendous changes have meanwhile occurred within
British society, OCapitalism in 1951 is bankrupt. Only
in America is it a viable social force; in every other
country in the world it is . physically exhausted and

spiritually atomized,

"' The conditions under which the Labor Party took
power in 1945, then, are considerably differcnt from
thosé in which the previous reformist parties had to
operate, There was no danger-of workers revolution--
of proletarian socialist power--since the workers were
disoriented by Stalinism on the Continent and lacked. a
socialist leadership, The Labor Party assumed command
of a backward and bankrupt ecomomy, The devastation of
years of conservative rule and the tremendous destrue-
tion of World war II, left the party with a legacy of
econonmic and financial chaos, It was faced with a de-
clining economy and a weak, disoriented - capitalist
class,. It took power with an unmistakable pandate
from the  traditionally conservative and sober British
people: ‘“everything else has failed, now you must ine’
troduce socialisms® It is in this situation that the
actions of the party must be evaluated,

“The British Labor Party has carried out its
program] " This is the sum and substancce of most .of the
argumentation carried on pro and con, The fact that
this' is used as. "proof? of the integrity of the Labor
Party lecadership is itsolf a moving commentury on cuipi-
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talist politics, but it is not a quostion of "proof %
The unmistakably anti-capitalist character of its nae
tionalization and welfare moves gives British reformism
a new orientation and a new direction which must be exe-
anined in its own right,

The figurc of 20% nationalization arbitrarily sct
by the leadership hides the fact that this scetion of
the industry of Britain contains some of thc most decie
sive and significant "commanding hceights® of the ccone
omy, The state has been able to nationalize more and
norc through its control of this industry, Alrcady nawe
tionalized are the coal industry, iron and steel, pub-
lic utilities, all civil aviation, tele-communications,
railroads, mcst other transportation, important soc-
tions of insurance, and the Bank of England, These ine
dustries arc run and controlled by small boards of mane
agers and constitute public corporations which must ope
eratc within thc general limits of government polieiecs,

. This nationalization, however, has been unacconm
panicd by anything rescmbling a socialist transformae-
tion ef "the relations  of _production, Thc British
worker, with "his own" govornment in powecr, feels very
distant from the scat of power, from the realm of rew
sponsibility, initiative and social control, The buw
reaucratization of the party is now rcinforced tenfold
by the weight of the vast state apparatus of civil scr-
vants, managers and technical experts, This homogene-
ous statc bureaucracy has its own intorcests and oper-
ates in the economy with its own aims and methods,
Thus the strivings of the British workers for a more
significant place in the management and control of
industry finds no responsc in the upper reaches of this
rigidly hierarchical body,

There is the further fact that on the boards and
committees which run the new nationalized industiios
are found large numbers of former managers and owners,
Nationalization thus serves to reintugrata the old
ruling ciasses into the now sectors of the economy, 4
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relatively peaceful transformation in the previous
functions of the capitalists results in fortifying the
commanding position of the bureaucracy over the worke
ers, This new social stratum becomes detached from a
private property base and becomes attached to the
state, Thus the upper ranks of the Labor Party, basing
themselves on the independent power of the state (and
its industries), are beginning, feebly as yet, to op=-
erate in their own interests as an antiecapitalist, but
not proesocialist force, .

In order to consumate this trend toward bureau=
eratic collectivism, the Labor Party machine would
have to ruthlessly crush its own social supporte--the
_ British workers--while continuing to abolish private
property, Such an idea has not cven entered the heads,
much less the actual plans, of the Labor Party leader-
ship, They have carried through nationalization with
the support of a strong, homogensous, undefeated work=
ing class, This class, dissatisfied with the narrow
direction of the national industries, is moving mo
and more toward the concept of workers! conmtrol,

The power and organization of the British working
class offers splendid opportunities to all English soce
ialists, By entering the Labor Party, organizing a
left wing, and pressing for more and more s ist —
measures, the trend toward state bureaucratization can
be halted and a socialist reorganization of British
society can be strengthened, This is the task today,.#
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