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POPULATION

Concerned
racism

Family planning is something
socialists normally support, but
here Colin Sparks looks at a more
sinister side to population |
control.

Socialists tend to think of the Family
Planning Association as a vaguely worthy
organisation. After all, whatever 1ts limita-
tions it is one of the organisations that ad-
vertises the fact that women both can and
should control their own fertility.

However, it has a subsidary organisation
called Population Concern, which 15 nol at
all worthy, vagucly or otherwise. True I
sounds worthy enough, being concerned to:

‘Raise funds in the United Kingdom for
population and develcpment pro-
grammes around the world, in order to
provide the knowledge and means of
planned parenthood as a basic human
right, and 10 establish a balance between
the population of the world and its
natural resources by means which also
promote human welfare, personal
treedom and the guality of hife’

The reality is much nastier. For example, a
glance at their recent publicaton Pepulation
Misconceprions will reveal nine photographs
of human beings. Just by chance, eight ot
them feature what we might term ‘non-
Caucasians.” Behind 1he noble rhetoric 1s a
simpler and nastier message: there are just
100 many damned blacks and they are breed-
ing too dammned fast.

Control

Behind the glossy window dressing of the
UK operation lie hidden a number of rather
maore dubious set-ups. Socialists are of
course in favour of all women, wherever they
happen to live, having the right to control
their own fertility, but we also recognise thal
the reality of some of the ‘population con-
trol” programmes adopted by various re-
gimes have nothing o do with women’s
rights and everything to do with the profits
of the drug companies and the goals of par-
ticularly nasty ruling classcs. .

So we find the publications of Population
Concern proclaiming the noble human:-
tarian goals of their programmes while
boasting of operating in such havens of
women's tights as  Pakistan, Indonesia,
1 hailand, Malaysia, Hong Kong and India.

Just to take the last example: one of the
hest known aspects ot ‘population control’
in India in the last decade was Sanjay
Crandhi's pragramme of compulsory and 1n-
voluntary sterilisation for the urban poor.

Noue of this reality is allowed to creep into

the sanitised argumentation and publicity of

Population Concern. You and | are nvited
to help keep down the number of blacks in a
very civilised manner with none of the ugly
bits on display.

Whal there is instead 1s a version of a very
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ood shortage..what food shortage?

old argument which runs that the world’s re-
sources are finite and any increase ot
population is bound to lead to greater starv-
ation and misery.

This is often catled ‘“Malthusianism’ after
the British clergvman and economist Dr
Thomas Malthus, who pubished an Essay on
the Prinicple of Population in 1798,

Malthus, who wrote his book as a counter
to the arguments of an early anarchist called
Godwin, argued that:

‘1. Population is necessarily hmited by

the means of subsistence.

‘2. Population invanably 1increascs
where the means of subsistance increase,
unless prevented by some very powerful
and obvious checks.

‘3. These checks, repress the supcrior
power of the population, and keep s
effects on a level with the means of sub-
sistence, are all rcsolvable into moral
restraint, vice and misery,’

What Population Concern and similar
operations uare up 1o today, 1s propagan-
dising for a new form of ‘moral restraint’
while popularising alt of the most reac-
tionary of Malthus’ arguments.

The abvious overall objection to Malthus
is that he detected the limit of food capacity
as having been reached in his own day be-
cause people starved from lack of food, yet
the world today supports a much greater
population.

People still starve, but nut because ol some
objective Iimit to food production. They
starve today for the same reason as, with a
far smaller population, they starved 1n
Malthus's day: because of social relations,
not the fixed limits of food production,

The reactionary effect ot Malthusianargu-
mentts can be seen when we look at how
Population Concern tackle the possible ob-
jection that ‘Hunger arises from an uncgual
distribution of feod.” They say:

‘[f the worlds total available food supply

could be metculously divided by the

poputation of the world and each ounce
of food available could be handed o each

man, woman and child every day for 365

days, every year, would the daily alloca-

tion he adeguate?

Thev go on 1o answer thelr own question:
‘Although thé answer is probably ves, it
might wecll be argued that tood distribu-
tion on a world-wide basis 15 totally un-
realistic.

*Surplus cereal stocks on the continents
of North America and Oceania usuatly
have to be paid for, and many less
developed countries are unable to afford
the necessary level of [ood imports ...

This is gquite openly and simply rcac-

tionary. They are saying Lhat although therc
15 no food shartage, and there 15 not ikely to
be any food shortage, people starve because
of the way the world is organised. This, they
argue cannot and should not be changed.
What should be changed 1s the number of
people. Population Control is a substiute
for social change.

Racist

The idea of there only being limited
resources available is quite a widespread
one. It rests on the belief that the level of
technology is fixed and that theretore no new
resources can be mobilised.

Agriculture has always beenone of the key
areas where this has been argued. For
Malthus there was an objective lumit to the
amount of food which could be raised froma
given area of land. '

What the subsequent development of
agricultural technigque showed was that the
idea of a fixed limit was and 1s false. The
application of scientific technigues to agric-
ulture has resulted 1in sharp rises in the pro-
ductivity of the soil.

Therc is not one single instance today 1n
which there is an absolute shortage of the
necessitics of life. There are plenty of actual
shortages. [or particular classes of people n
particular  parts of the world. Those
shortapges have everything to do with pro-
perty relations and nothing to do with some
‘population problem’.

The reactionary and racist arguments ot
Population Concert dare a particularly in-
sidious example of the ways 10 which goad
intentions got twisted o evil ends by the
realities of warld capitalism.
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Politics the key

The miners’ strike has developed

into a war of attrition. Miners talk

quite openly about lasting out to the winter or new year in order to

have an tmpact, and government

ministers put a brave face on things

and claim that they will be able to survive even the winter. Hardly
anyone still says that the battle will be won or lost in the next few
days.

The long and bitter slog of the miners’ strike
15 not natural or inevitable. Every week
throws up chances of rransforming the
dispute from a long slog in which the deter-
mination of each side is tested to breaking
point, into a battle that could be lost or won
in one decisive morning of struggle.

The first week of the strike showed how
things could be. The strength and initiative
of the rank and file miners from a small num-
ber of Yorkshire pits surprised everybody by
walking out, and by pulling behind them the
rest of the Yorkshire coalfield. They also
pulled out the other major coal producing
areas with the exception of Nottingham-
shire, But it is worth remembering that in the

first week they did manage 1o stop the Nous
pits, even it only pending the result of the
areda ballot,

But it was very much a sign ol the shape of
things to come that by the end of the first
week the officials were buck in control, and
that the Yorkshire muners who had fought
imdependently even of the local leadership,
and against the wishes of the area executive
on a number of key 1ssues 1n the first few
days, were willing, if not happy, 10 accept
that control.

The ruling class, which had been as sur-
prised as anyone else at the cxplosion, was
also able to regroup and organise the
massive police intervention in week two
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which has been a contributory factor in
making the struggle so dithcult

The first grand fact ot the sirike was thata
large number of miners were prepared 10
take actton against closures, The second
prand fuct was that not aff minetrs were pre-
pared to go along with that. and that the
strikers were not able to pickel them out.
Those two realities combined to shape the
early course ol the dispute, and sull provide
the cutting edge of many arguments in the
labour movement about the guestion of
support.

One of the reasons tor the very widespread
support for the miners s that they are scen to
be doing what every activist in the movement
has wanted to do for a long time: fight back
against the Tories and fight back hard. The
Notts scabs, of course, have also provided a
magic excuse Tor every potential seab up and
down the country to deny solidarity or
sSUpport.

The next decisive turning point was the
battle to stop the steel plants, This began in
Scotland. with a brief flurry around Ravens-
craig, moved (o the battle around Orgreave
in Yorkshire. and then concentrated on the
Llanwern steelworks in South Wales,

An important and obvious lesson tollows
immediately from just that chronicle: ut no
time was the fight 1o stop steel conducted as
an organised nauonal campaign co-
ordinated across all of the steelworks. That
had two conclusions. Most obviously, 1t
allowed the ruling class to concentratc 114
forces. in particular its police torces, on
whichever area it happened to be tighting in
at a particular time,

Although niners. teo, travelled,
particulurly to Orgreave ftor the major
confrontation, the ability to concentrate on
one place helped the state and the bosses
much maore than it did the nuners,

Military

But that purely tacucal gueston 13
secondary. Throughout the left there hus
been a lendency to overplay such purely
military matters. They were not and are not
decisive. Much the most 1mportant
consequence  of the ‘staggered” struggle
arcund steel was political.

The key argument that has been used by
Rill Sirs and every local union otlicial in the
country to justity their members workimg
with coal and iren ore that has been driven
thraugh miners’ picket lines has been the
need to keep this or that steclworks open,
There is no doubt that this argument has
been enough to make workers who night
fisten Lo appeals o solidanty forget any
prospect of ¢lass Consclousness and W carry
sul the most apen scabbing we have seenfor
a long time,

The argument in Scotland rans thau if we
retuse to hoadle scab material then the
people in South Wales will and it will be us

who sulter trom the threatened closure, 0OF

course, the argumen in South Wales has
beert Just the reverse.

Now, there s o doubt whatsoever thil
the BSOC want to close down some capicily.
Obviously, what i~ needed 15 o united and
organised Hghtback. That s not hikely (o
come Front Sirs and the ISTC executive. Lhe

BILL SIRS: leading the scabs

only way that those divisions could be over-
come would be if 4 group of workers who
were already fighting back were to generalisc
to a national struggke, Butthe NUM decision
to fight each works on its own has played
right into the hands of the local leaderships
who have been looking lor a way to avond a
light.

There 1s nothing to be gained, however,
from simply bewailing the tact that large
scale scabbing s going on. For sociahsts the
important thing to do 15 to understand why
this 1s happening and to usc that under-
standing {0 map out & strategy that can wan.

That strategy must start ot trom recog-
nistng that, while the ruling class s deter-
mined to win, and has acted farly shrewdly,
it is ot unbeatable. 1t is true that the ruling
class wishes 1o mmthict a magor deleat on the
miners, and through them on all of the
working class; they retain the desire to drive
down real wages. That, one of the objectives
of their policy since the end ol the boom, (s
one of the things that Thatcher has sofar not
Jelivered.

The intransigence which follows from this
desire s what led to a breakdown ol the
atternpred compronse 0 mid-June. Every-
body, even Scargill, on the union side seemed
1y be convineed that o deal wias on, but then
MuacGiregor upped the stakes inan intervicw
with £ Times and the bureaucriats were Jetd
without the possibility of the compromise
they sa desperately wanted.

But even though the ruling class are deter-
mined to win, they have still been forced 10
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tread relatively caunously. They have not,
for instance, s0 far made any attempt to use
the formidable battery of anti-union legis-
lation they have at their disposal against
either the NUM or other trade unmionists.
That 1s not 10 sav that they will not use the
law, or that they may not get away with it.
On their part it is a mateer of calculation,
Sometimes, hke with the NGA at
Warrington, the calculations ot the most
hawkish ot the ruling class proved correct
and they have got away with (1, Sometimes,
as with GCHO}, the ruling ciass made a
minor miscaluclation and, although they
won their immediate objective, they did so at
the price of giving therr opponent, who
managed 10 pull 4 surprising amount of
stptke acnion apainst them, a powerlul hilip,

Battle

—_——

With the miners” strike, it s clear that
initially  they made a fairly major
miscalculation: they did not expect a pattle
in the pits, and they did not expectthat to co-
incide  with a hardening ot the mood
amongst public sector employees over pay. 1l
they made a Tairky serious mistake that ume,
they may do <o again and alter the whole
terms on which the sirike 18 being lfought.

Rut it they miscaleulated over the strike
itsell, and found themselves faced not only
with the miners but also with large numbers
ol other groups of public sector waorkers
pursuing pay claims with unexpected vigour,
it 1% also the case that they have, so far, not




paid any substantial price for thar mistake.

The reason for their immunity brings us (o
the second major clement in the socialist
analysis ol the strike so far. The dectsive
factor in preventing the generalisation of the
strike has been sectionalism.

Both the divisions inside the NUM and the
divisions between  different
workers have been classic examples ol the
ways 10 wlnch the downturn in the class
struggle has led to the development of ideas
of local particutar issucs being the province
of this or that group of workers and the
alrophy of the idea of class wide organis-
ationi and  struggle.  Yorkshire against
Nottinghamshire in the NUM, Lianwern
against Ravenscraig in BSC, steelworker
against miner in general—those have been
the decisive limitations of the strike.

Officials

It is important to repeal vet again that this

15 a political and organisational failing in the
heart of our movement, and that it is this
which s decisive. The activities of the police,
which occupy the attention of many trade
union offtcials and Labour Party members,
are important but they are a secondary and
contributing factor. They only work because
we are weak and divided.

A munority fighting can stretch their
resources but not defeat them. And if, once
they manage (o {oree scab material through a
picket line, 1t was then blacked, then their
military prowess would be wasted. The key
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SCARGILL: closeted in taiks
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weaknesses lie within our movement.

Overcoming those weaknesses is the prob-
lem. [t is the answer to the question of what
to do that is decisive. | "

The strike has illustrated quite decisively
that the bureaucracy. no matter how left its
rhetonic. 1s quite unable 10 overcome that
sectionalist weakness, The whole of the
bureaucracy, from 8Sirs on the extreme
scabby right to Scargill on the extreme
militant left, have proved unable to over-
come the difficuities.

No doubt there are many in the movement
who will agree with us about Sirs, but will
start 1o hesitate when we include Jimmy
Knapp, and be screaming dissent once the
sacred name ol Arthur Scargill is taken in
vain,

The temptation on the leftistotryto draw
d line ot demarcation inside the bureaucracy
between left and right. fr is a distinction
which then permits a concentration on
winning positions inside the bureaucracy for
the left.

[t is important to recognise that there are
big differences within the bureaucracy: Bill
Sirs v very far to the right of Arthur Scargiil
and this has i real elfect on the class struggle.
Arthur Scargill s very much to the left of
Jack Taylor and this has an important etfect
on the class struggle. But they aff remain
bounded by that fundamental reliance on the
ofticial apparatus which is both the expertise
and the weakness of the bureaucrat.

Take Orgreave as an example. Sirs, of
course, has been encouraging scabbing.
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Scargill has bcen trying with substantial
determination to stop the delivery of coke
from Orgreave to Scunthorpe. That is cer-
tainly an important difference. Scargill also
saw from very early on the importance of
stopping steei and saw the need 1o con-
centrate his forces on that: Tavlor and Co
were much more reluctant and tried almost
every trick in the book to avoid a confront-
ation. That alse is an important difference.

But take the events leading up 10 the
‘Blcody Monday” at Orgreave. For some two
weeks Scargill had been trving, against the
indifference or sabotage ol the local exec-
utive, 1o mount mass pickets. But he had
also, along with the rest of the bureaucracy,
been closeted in secret talks with the NUM
which he stated were going very well indecd.
By the Iriday before the big battle il looked
as though the deal was on. On the Saturday
there was the Yorkshire Miners® Gala,
(lrgreave way not mentioned.

At the same time ihe talks broke down.
The Taylors were denied an opportunity to
sell out by the ntransigence of the ruling
class. The cvents of the Monday were
organised by the Yorkshire bureauvcracy,
and more generally by the burcaucracy as a
whole, on the Sunday 1seit.

Symbolic :

Now the size and the determinanon of the
picket on that Monday was. in itself, a tri-
bute to the organisational ability of the
bureaucracy and to the spirit of the rank and
file. But it was also very much the work ol a
bureaucracy mobilising a stage army. The
very next day there was no picketing, and
once the coke started 1o move atter a brief
break there was no resumpuon of mass
picketing. Instead, the battle shifted to South
Wales and wok a radically different form.
Instcad of mass pickeling, the miners were
now relving on symbollc pickets 1o stop train
drivers,

To their credit, the train drivers have
mostly rtespccted the token pickets and
refused to deliver ore. They have taken the
suspensions in a very principled way. But
they have not used the suspensions as a
reason for a more general walk-out—afrer
all Knapp and the rest of their leadership
have been arguing that a levy can provide the
money needed to pay the suspended men full
wages for the duration.

No doubt, lnancially, this is possible.
Politically it is disastrous. Not only does it
ensure the 1solation of those workers sent
home, but it fails to take (he opportunity to
broaden the dispute'and to take advantage of
management blunders. It fits with the low
key post-Orgreave approach,

There is an important and cbhvious con-
ciusion 1o draw from all of this. Bloody
Monday at Orgreave represented a shift to
the left by Tavlor and Co—afier all they had
becn prevented from siaging a sell-out by the
class encmy. But that shift to the left was a
bureaucratic one. Just as Scargiil was unahle
Lo bypass the Tavlors and the like, so he has
gone along with the new strategy in practice.

The obvious missing factor, the force that
coutld overcome all these weaknesses and
sectronalism, 1s the rank and file. It has
certainly been visible during the strike—it




was they who Fought the police with area

courage and determination in 4 hest ot

battles as wetl as the big controntaton. But
they have oot been able w act as un
independent torce,

Go back to Orgreave again, and vow can
see that very clearly. The procedure for
picketing in Yorkshire s that vou turm up it
the welfare and get an emelope with
instructons of where o picket, plus vour
expenses  tor the day, That lorm o
organisaton, in itself, makes sure thatonlva
minarity, those
coming to the weltare. actuadly get nivolyed
in the actioen.
burcaucracy decide whois going where, e
initative that had rested with the rank and
tile in the first tow davs of the strike s nosy
firmly back in the hunds of the ofhculs.

There are no meetings al which rauk amd
file miners can thrash our what are the niest
important targers that day or weeko wherw
theyv cun arganise o go round and motnaw
some of the sinkers who are
their allotments,

Failed

What that meant at Orgreave was thit
miners who could see the need 1o be there
turncd up but gou instroctions. and the
monev. to go o Notonghamshire, They
went: simple loyvaliy, plus the consciousiess
that they had been given scarce resouroes o
do a job, ensured that they tried 1o gel 1o
Nottinghamshire, They were either tured
huck by the cops or fated 1w stop o seilh
mincts. Then, and only then, the most deler-
mined headed for Orgreave. TEwas d sysle
designed  to make sure  the pickeds ol
Orgreave were

In order 1o break with such stupidity i
would require o very high level of pohiticad
AwaTeness gad an organisation independent
of the bureaucracy. Althoogh munny onners
could see the need to go o Orpreave, they
went under the prodding ot Scargdl Lsen
the  most  deteromned  miners had  no
orgunisational mdependence, and tor ihe
MIAJOFIY. 10 2o wis not o break wath the
burcaucracy, only to respond w the cadl of
O seciion.

The <ad tact is that there are onky it
number of miners who can see the need g
arganise independenddy of the hureaacracy.
Thev are Tar too few w achieve any detual
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The battles on the Orgreave
picket lines and a recent spate of
small attacks on socialists by the
remnants of the National Front,
have provoked a number of
claims that Britain is sliding into
a police state or some sort of
fascism. Colin Sparks looks at
these claims.

The level of police violence, wind the eenee
they have been given o arrest mincrs oduring
the current strike has been very lagh, T
the big se-plece confromuations {iud mike
the TV news. there s also o constint stream
of less well-publicised events thal go o gis-
ing the nnpression of Britm bevonnng
police star,

Asthe popularimage of the police chianges
from the "British bobby™ towiards the occupy-
ing army image that French workers have ro-
wards the CRS | sothe argusnent tliat Brtain
15 changing (tom a denocracy intio a4 pelhicee
state iy heard more and more alton, Hone-
thnes, it s araued that thore s alsoasdide foe

wards tascism going on at the same lime,
with either Margarect Thatcher orsome of the
traditiosuni faseist organisations spear-
heading the drve.

There 13 notn truth an unbridgeable
chasm herween ‘democracy’ a ‘police slate’
and *lascism™, It s important to remember
that all of these are abstract terms used w
dispiise the social realities of who actually
Fules. _

Take the case of the idea of "democracy™.
Lhe peneral abstract term can be used 1w
cover i varniety ot different tvpes of rule,

Nixth century Athens was, for example. a
denmaocracy, o some ways much more demo-
cratie that modern Britain, magistrates for
example were elected. Yot only citizens could
vate.  Wonten,  slaves  and  forcigners
couldn™,

Premovracy meant the rule of a particutar
cluss: i this case the small and medium
save-owners,

The same 15 true today. When people talk
ol the “democrauc nature’ of the British
stitle, they are not painbing to who rules the
slate, but the wav an which tt s ruled, In
maodern Britatn. the country is ruled by the
awners of capial; they rule by and through
Avmocratic methods,
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erstanding the state

I Britain becamc a poitce <tz avermighn,
this same class would sulf el Dhey waoild
continue 1o contral the decisive nsrsinmenis
of power In socicly — they woenld ke
monopoly ol the productive progeriv, the
capital, and we the working class world sril
be torced to sell our ability to labsoar e rthese
self-same captalises,

The sume applices it Britnn were 1o became
a Lascist state: the saoae people woukd con-
nue o own the copital and would continee e
rule.

S50 what matters fundamenialls oot the
wity 1N which g sooresy rornled B dhe Clase
content of that rule. Thoas we woenld arang
that Britain has never been o "denourocy”,
pure and simple: ir has beens tor the Lisi cerns
LUry or s, i Hewrecoss democnaey, Sianlar s
IF 1t became o “polive state” 1 woaid b
caplialiest police slate,

Having said that, e gre sl g -
portant  difterences  betweo
democracy and a capitalist pohoe staie that
make iy tdea 1hal ane can gros soar gty
stmply into the other reallv very dimger o

Any ruling class has o prreblem: shey e,
by definntion, Tew m number <1nee viey e
oft the labour of the vaet moess o i
population. Hose e e
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Fﬂf acting for the bosses

sure Lthat the vast niiss contmuoe ty work Lo
keep them by the manner to which they wish
to remain daecustomed?

This general problem s particulacly goute
For the capialist class, since they are con-
stantly tighiing each other as well 1 the
name of competition and accumulaton, andd
s necd to work even to tuaintnn their own
unity i the fuce of their eliass cnemy.

There are two methods they can use: force
and traud.

Iraud means gening the workimg ¢lass 1o
bolicve that the rule of the capitalists s
normal, natural, inevitable and desirable. Tn
order to sedl this set of adeas the rulimg class
have all sorts of wedapons: schools, the BBC
the Darfv Maid, and s on,

Fraud

The Libour Parve s one of the moest nm-
portant Greencies of troud attemping ds it
does to convinee us that change can conw
through parliaiment.

Force meens that the roling vlass e al
ther disposad soldiers and coppers who can
buton, smprison or Kilb anvone who does not
daccept that the rule ol the capitalist class 1s
ey itable

Uhe capiialist always rules through o com-
bt of both ot these tacties. What shifis
is the balance berwern the tao,

Bourgeos democracy s a means ot rulimg
whicl relies very heavily on the use of riaad,
The rubing class allows the working cluss o
certain number of frecdoms, and eaplaens
that any attempl wrchange thines will beod 1o
0 Lo of those very freedoms,

It s tmportant 1o be very clear that these
Frecedoms are read Treedoms. The right toar-
gamise rinde unons, o have sovilist new s-
papoers opeily distributed and 1o be able 1o
areue pubhicly for secialism are alb rmportant
RIAN .

The traud lies i pretendine that these
Precdonms are all that anvone cowld posaihly
wish tor, and that the destre to bave, s the
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trecdom to five @ decent lite without the
misery of wnemployment s something which
credangers the freedoms that already exist.

Because these freedoms are real ones, and
mahe overy muach gasier oo organise for
soctalisim, we are always 1o the toretront of
the strugele to detend and extend demacratic
rights. For us they have a class content too:
they make 1t thut much casiey for us (o pre-
pire the averthrow of bourgears deocracy
and (o replage it with proletarian democracy.

Tl most important democratic right the
workg cliss have is the ability to torm their
mwn independent organsatons,

The mostimportant ol these organisations
are trade wions and poltical parties. They
are miportant not simply because they dre
muins towards preparing for the overthrow
ol capitabism but because thev allow workers
to delend themsebves within capitalism.

Trade untons, tor example, are not
wedpons for overthrowing capitabism, They
are oroanisations by means of which workers
delend  themselves dgainst the capitalists
wliife at the same dme accepung that the
caprtialisg class owns the workplaces in which
rhey work,

The existence of these rights 15 double
sdged. On-the vne hand, they allow waorkers
tor boorm therr awn orgirisations, on the other
hiand  some o (hose orguamsatlons are
Lnprertant i helping oo prop up the status
LLier.

So bourgeos democraey is a method of
class rule by wihich the ruling class allow the
existency of organisdations which might en-
danger their rule i order W allow ac the
samte tme the development of organisations
which provide it with some sort of consent,

A pohice state s very difterent i organisia-
ticn. There all of these rights we mdependent
arganisations are banned, or only allowed
what hiputed form the police may decide s
appraprizte at any particular time. This, ol
cotrse, s a mueh more anfavourable set of
archmstances Tor workers even to defend
thetr owe [oang standards, letatone organise

Sociatist Review Tulv/Aupust 1904

tor the overthrow of a system.

A police state depends on a complete
denial of these rights to organise. So while ai
the sume ume the police look up thase people
wha wish e orgunise independently im order
10 overthrow capitalism they also have
smash those people and organisations which
only want iy do deals wath themand whoare
as opposed o the revelutieonary overthrow
of capitalism as s the most backwoods
gmplover,

The police state, then, relies much more on
torce than ontraud. That does not mean they
abandon lraud. Even in the most ruthless
pohce state, the TV, the press and the cduca-
tion system churn out the story that every-
thing s pertect and that the only people who
abect to contimual pohice rule are a bunch of
deviants probably i the pay of a foreign
pOWwWer.

A police state rests on the coercion of the
working ctass, [0 some cirgumstances, for
example in societies where there 15 a0 very
large petry bourgeolsic, or peasant class rhat
15 only (oo willing to see workers smashed, a
police state can be fairly stable becyuse the
cipitahsts cin rule with the support ot ather
socital classes,

In an advanced capitadist country hike
Britain, however. there 15 no numericaiiy
targe and socially powertul class which can
provide the social support for the bouor-
geodsie 1110 chooses o rube through the
smushing of trade umons and workog class
political parties, So a police stite 1n Britain.
resting alimost entirely an the cocercion of the
working class, would be 4 very unstable and
vulnerable torm of capitalist rule,

Because these torms of class rule are so
different, 1t is obvious that there cannot be a
stimple shift From one to another. To shib
from bourgeois democracy to a4 police state
or 1o fascism reguites & major social up-
heaval. There has been no such change in
Britain 1n the iast decade: Britam 1s and re-
mains 4 bourgeois democracy. A couple of
parhamentary Bills and the ssuing of ot
shiclds won't change that.

—r

Deviants

The fascist state s ditterent  again.
Although all orgamsations idependent of
the stawe maciine are banned, the state irselt
SeTs UP TS oWl mass orgamsations which it
tries to persuade the masses 1s capable of re-
preseating their interests, Thus Fascist states
ban trade unons, bul sel up state run mock
tniens to which membership s compulsory,

I1 15 here that {ascism proves asell a
superior form of bourgeais role, 1t s much
more stable because i provides all ol the or-
ganisations that the capitabist class needs to
stabilise its rule, but provides them ina form
designed to eliminate any opposition and
make sure that they are completely loval to
the state.

Fascism can do this becanse. unlike a
police stare. it depends on the cxistence of a
rmass civilian movement — the fascist party.
[t 15 this mass movement that provides (he
shock roops to smash the independent or-
garisations of the working class,

Fascism, then, is a niechamsm ol class rule
which also depends upon consent, but this
tme 1t 15 the consent of those people or-
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ganiscd 1nto the fasost mass movement. In
advanced  camitalist countries this mass
movemeint 15 usually led and statfed by the
smadl capitabist and farmer and the upper
white cotiar employee. but if [t is 1o succeed
m heconing a mass organisation it has also
g0t 1 win behind 1 ad least a4 proportion of
the most backward workers.

This neans that it s not a simpic and
direct ool of the capitalist class proper. The
[ascist maxss mavement has o be built out of
people who have suttered at the hands of
capitalism and have been driven 1o despair
by 1t~ comradictions. It 1s 4 movement that
extracls a price trom the capitalists —
uswilty 1n terms of jobs lor the boys once the
working class has been smashed,

What, then, has happened? I iy obvious
thai something has been going on. There are
new and more vicious anbi-union laws. The
pobice are being used much more openlty and
drrectly 1o smash strikes, There is an ugly
rhietorie from the Tory Party demanding
more and more naked Torce in the main-
renitnes of class rule.

What 1» readly going onis a relativety small
sBitt in the balance between force and fraud
witlin bourgeols democracy, Such altera-
tons happen all the tme, but they have a
common driving torce: they represcnt res-
pronses tr the balance of class torces and the
lewel of the class struggle, rather than sonme
deep-Lad plocto win total power on the part
of vartous police ottficers.

Superior

In peneds of capitalist boom the police
loree have a retatively small direct role in the
class strupegle. They are much more energetic
e social terror agaimnst marginal groups. As
the capitulist crisis develops, they are used
more and more openly to try to shatt the
bulnce of class forces.

The increased use of the police, and per-
haps the army, 1n divect attacks on workers
in Britain, is the result of the fact that the
movement 15 on the retreat while (he
capitalist class faces a major problem of
restoring the conditions in which it can
gererale profits,

A vicltory by the miners, or a more general
shift 1n the balance of class forces. would
lead to o swilt withdrawal of the police from
the picket ling.

The claim that Britain is becoming a police
stiate 15 used by trade union leaders and
Labour Party  politicians for two  bad
reasons. For the trade union leaders the
police provide an alibi. 15 11 ts the case that
the miners are deleated at Orgreave or else-
where because of the police tactics, then who
could poessibly blame those trade union
leaders  who dragged their feet aboul
organising  solidarity  action? The (rade
union leaders, ufter all, are not responsible
for what chief constables do.

The other argument is heard much more
olten from Labour Party politicians. They
say that the development of the npolice state
in Britam, can be checked if only they are
allowed more control over the police by
being elected to police commirttees and par-
hameit,

Adl ot the evidence of the last Labour
government proves that this 1s false: they

were just as ready as the Tornes 1o use police
and soldiers to break strekes, and even today
the Labour leadership ‘condemns violence’
rather than supporting the nuners.

The need 1o check the rise of a fasciststate
s also used e justibv all sores ot “popular
troot”™ vpe alliunces with Liberals  and
SDPers i arder ta Sdefend democracy”,

IF vou think there s some sorl ol abstract
cafeeory called “democracy’ which 15 1n-
dependent ot the class struggle, then of
course voud are Justitied o allving wiih em-
ployers or any old rift-ratt o defend this
suprisCliss concept,

The price vou have ke paytorsucha deal ts
that at the sery least, vou keep quict about
the muners, and at the worst, vaou have to
condemin theor violenee just as much as vou
condemn that of the police.

The wlea that Brovam s slidhing o a
Fascrst state is ridicelous. To beliewve that the
hundred or so active tascests i Britai today
are the nugor pelitical problem conironting
wociahisivis a grotesgue distonion of political
reality.

But s oot Just o nnstake. Because sucha
perspective doas ot see TUscism as d mass
mosement b just s bunch of thugs, 1t
leads 1o a destorted concept ol how to fight
back. I all vou are Tor doing 1s opposing a
Buch ot rhugs, then why not organise a
bigger bunch ol vour own thugs to go around
and ghe the fuscises? T he miners” strike,and
mass workime cluss action do not come ko
the pacture,

We do not 1gnore the problems that these
false solutons stem trony, Pelice violence is
obviously a majar ohstacle 1o winning the
mriiers strike. Defeating the palice, how-
cver, s ot really o weehnical gquestion. Tn the
cnd the strength of the polive 1s a rellection of
the weakoess on our side, That i turn s in
large pare the result of the tailures of the very

trade union leaders who are loudest i de- .

nouncing the cops.
The kev 1o defeating the police is the

mobilisation of mass action by workers,
Gertting the coke from Orgreave blacked by

steelworkers would be a massive defcat not

just for the NCB and the government but

also tor the whole idea that coppers can

break sirikes successfully.

We believe that the way 1o defend and ex-
tend democrauc rights is to win victories in
the class war.

Again, 1t 13 certainly truge that fascism
needs 1o be opposed. But we have to be quite
clear that, at the moment, the National
Front or whoever do not represent the major
problem facing the working class.

Even the physical defence of meetings and
street sales 1s 4 poliucal question. Squads of
lcft wing toughs fighting sqauds of right wing
toughs provide no answer at all, What 1s
more likely to happen is that the cops will
move and scize a heaven-sent opportunity to
arrest a fow lefties,

Blacked

Our ability to deteat the tuscists lies in the
fact that our politics have 4 greater poten-
tial for mass mobilisation than do theirs, We
can, for example, 1solate them by the fact
that we have somelthing e say about the
miners’ strike and they have not.

lven at the strategc level this s the casc.
There 15 no doubt that il the miners are de-
leated the mood of despair and despondency
that will follow 1 the coalticlds and else-
where witl provide much more fertite ground
tor the ravings ol the fascists than will the
[eehug of confidence and class sohidarity
which will follow a victory.

Those who seek 1o divert our attentions
into some sort of popular front against the
police state, or intoe military adventures
against the tascisis, are not only fatling to
solve the immediate practical problems of
the movement, they are alse proposing
strategics that with lcad th o strengthening of
the very people they want to fight®

Women’s liberation
—two traditions

Class struggle and women’s
liberation—1640 to the present
day

Tony Cliff

Special offer from
the Bookmarx club
£4.50 post free from
Bookmarks, 265
Seven Sisters Road,
London N4 2DE
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SOCIALIST WORKER

A key part of SWP members’
activity is selling Socialist
Worker, Sue Cockerill explains
why, and how this 1s best dm_"le.

The constant thread which runs through all
our activities as members of the SWP s the
weekly paper, Secialist Worker. Whether the
activity is selling the puperon aregular street
or workplace sale, or going to a picket line,
or a mass lobby or demonstration, the
common element s Sociafist Worker,

Why does the party lay such stress on the
papcr? First, it 1s the main tool for conveying
the jdeas ot the SWTP outside our own ranks.
When we sell (he paper to someone, we are
putting forward our 1deas about the present
situdation, about how the struggie of the
working class can best be advanced.

These arguments are carried as part of our
total politics, so the paper will be arguing
about how the miners’” sirike can be won,
linking tt with other struggles against the
Tories, but it will also be taking up the gues-
tions raised in people’s minds by the success
of the fasecists in France, the slaughter in
India, and su on. No member could hope to
lake up all these ssues without the paper.

Because the paper 1s taking up the argu-
ments., 1L means that the members are able to
deul with them when they come up at work,
i1 the pub, or wherever, It also means that it
15 ditficult for members to dodge 1ssues. [T
vou sell the paper regularly, peopie will
arguc with you about the party’s position on,
tor example, Labour councils, or [reland.

Organiser

T —

The second main reason for the paper 1s
that as well as carrying political propaganda,
it also acts as an orgamser. At the moment
that means principally that 1t organises the
party itself, being the mamn channel through
which the local branches are connected to-
gether In activity, Im focussing on certain
1ssues as beimg the major ones to onentate
around.

For example, without the paper, it would
he much easier lor a branch to decide that
this or that activity was more important than
the miners’ strike, or Warringlon, ot
GCHQ. The party as a whole had (0 onen-
tatc more around those issues because the
paper acted as a directing, organising force.

It you look at revelutionary organisations
which don’t have @ paper, or one that comes
out irregularly, ltke some of the left groups in
Lurope, you can see that this lack of an or-
ganising mechanism results in a tendency for
each local branch to do their own thing, and
elfectively Lhe prganisalion ceases 1o act 4s a
united party. [t hterally lacks a single voice
to speak to the working class.

Conversely, it vou look at reformist or-
ganisations like the Labour Party, the fac
that they don’t have a single paper which all
the members are expected 1o seil 1s a good

10

Voice of the party

measure of the ditference between revolu-
tionary and reformist politics. If yvou only
want votes, not activity, then vou don’'t necd
1o organise either members or non-members
(except when Lhere’s an election). And the
last thing vou want in a party united onlv by
electoralism s serious discussion af theory
and practice.

A revolutionary paper also acts asa forum
in which militants can share the experiénee
of workers involved in struggle in work-
nlaces and areas.

That means carrving stnike reports-and
analysis of developments in ditferent umons
and industnes.

In periods of dewnturn these reports are
written mainly by party members on the out-
side, on the basis of visiting picket lines, talk-
ing to militants and 50 on. In periods of up-
turn the paper should be tn a posion where
more and more of these reports could be
written directly by the workers involved,
who would see the paper as their paper, asan
organiser. for the most advanpced sections of
the ciass.

Lenin's writings on the subject of the
Bolshevik papcr Pravda in the years of work-
ing class upsurge just before the tirst world
war give us 4 very good picture of such a
workers' paper, a paper writicn by workers,
not for them, and a paper supported by the
workers’ kopeks, the small amounts of
money donated each week from thousands
of workers’ paypackets to keep the paper
going.

The fact that Ffravde received con-
tributions from 304 groups of workers inthe
first six months of 912 was a very telling
indication of the extent to which 1t was seen

- as the workers’ own newspaper.

FPravda didn't come out ot nowhere,
however. If we loak back to Lenin’s writings
around the turn of the centurey, we find him
arguing about the need for a central party
paper,and about the way in which 1t could be
used to butld the party.

Although there 1s no argument about the
need for Socialist Warker today, his argu-
ments remain very useful. As people join the
party, they have to be convinced of the need
to go out and sell the paper — and some of
the older comrades need to be reconvinced.

in an arucle titled Waere to Begin? written
in May 1%0I[. and tess than a ycar later in
What is to be Pone?, Lemin argues that a
newspaper can be a collective arganiser, and
that in fact, only & newspaper can ‘train
strong political organisations”. In a famous
analogy about party building, he wrote:

‘The role of a newspaper 1s not limited
solely to the dissemination of ideas, to
political education, and to the enhistment
of political allies, A newspaper 1s not only
a collective propagandist and a collective
agitator, it 18 also a collective organiscr.

‘In this last respect 1t may be likened to
the scaffolding round a building under
construction, which marks the contours

-of the structure and taciitates commu-
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nmicatioin between the builders, enabling
them (o distribute the work and (o vicw
the commaon results achieved by their or-
ganised labonr. With the aid of the news-
paper, and carough it, a permangnt or-
ganisation will naturally take shape, that
will engage, not onlyin lacal activities but
in regular general work, and will (rain s
members  to lollow  political  events
carefully, appraise their significance and
their eftfect ... and develop effective means
for the revolutionary party to intluence
those events.” .

The whole business of standing {lor hours
trying 1o sell S1 15 one that seems perhaps
the oddest aspect of being 1n the party, both
to new members and people who sympathise
with our 1deas, but haven't jomed. And the
greatest puzzle of all 1s why we spend ages
outside workplaces selling perhaps onc or
lwo papers an hour. Even the oldest member
often wonders what the point of it all 15, es-
pecially at seven o'clock on a February
MO

The reason tor selling at workplaces goes
to the heart of cur peolitics: it 1s because it1s at
work that the working class has the power Lo
change society. It is there that we want to
build the SWP. That doesn™t mean we don’t
do streer sales, but we recognise that selling
regularly to someone going into a factory or
office s potentially much more important
than selling to a passer by 1n the street.

In other words, we don't seli papers for the
sake of 1, but to establish political
relationships with those who buy the paper.
That is a completciy different idea from the
notton  of selling papers (hrough news
agents, where what counts is sales and
advertising.

Intervention

To see how Nocialist Worker is being used
now to build the SWP, the Review talked to
three comrades who are centrally involved in
organising sales and other activity i their
branches: Phil Ramsell from Gorton SWP,
Kath Conneli in Bradford, and Kate Rankinin
Liverpool.

They (alked about selling the paper, at
workplaces and itn the street, using it 1o
develop contacts and bring people 1o
meetings, and about the best way to organise
sales and collections ot money within the
branches.

Some workplace sales are staried cold,
others result from party intervention around
a particular dispute. For example, a sale at a
tactory in east Manchester was started cold
by Gorton 5SWP. They sold two or three
papers a week for two months — a farrly
typical workplace sale .— and then someone
bought a paper who wanted to know where
the branch met,

He bepan coming regularly to meetings.
He had left the AUEW in disgust over the
Laurence Scott sell-out, which was some-
thing comrades had to argue with him aboul.
He joined the SWP, and began taking papers
into the factory. The gate sale was keptup to
provide back up.

Seme (ime later, someone picked up a
paper lying around the tactory and asked
where 1t came trom,

After being pointed in the direction ot the




member 1nside, this person joined the party
about two months later. He had becn very
frustrated trying to organise in the factory
and found it a tremendous boost to be able to
come to party meetings and no longer feel so
Isolated. Both comrades sell inside the fac-
tory and are active in the union.

A repular saic of |5 papers was developed
at an engineering factory in Brighouse by
Bradford SWP after they intervened in a
week-long dispute there. They found out
that there was to be a mass meeting at
lunchuime and went to sell the paper. The
dispute was sold out, but the branch kept up
the paper sate.

Bradford have rccently started a sale at
Gratran Warehouses, where they sold 11
papers,

Liverpool also report that whereas in the
past workplace sales have taken a long time
10 build up, the experience seems to be that
since the muners' strike it is possible to sell
quite a tew papers in the first week. They
have sold six papers on sales at a factory in
Skeimersdale and at a factory in the Wirral
at the first attempt.

Gorton branch stress the importance of
sales at workplaces actually meaning
something. They have been selling a paper to
the convenor of an engineering factory for a
fong time. The branch first came in contact
with him through taking delegations of
strikers to the factory.

Real commitment

Although he is not likely to join the party
in the near future, it is important to continue
seliing S to him every week to maintain a
relationship with him, so that the party can
find out what’s happening in the factory, and
we have someone to contact when it comes to
1ssues like the NGA, GCHQ, the miners and
SO on.

At one time, this convenor was taking six
papers, which seemed a lot more impressive,
but then the branch realised the papers were
being paid for by the stewards’ committee,
The WRP managed to persuade them to buy
Newsline 1nstead, but the convenor conrinued
fo buy SW tor himself. As a sale his is much
more valuable than the six nominal sales to
the stewards were, because it represents a
real commitment to our paolitics.

Pete from (Gorton SWP also saw it as
being very important to get reports on dis-
putes into Secialist Worker. He mentioned a
factory where the branch has been selling for
two years, following intervention in a dis-
pute there, There have been three disputes
since and every time the branch has ensured
a weekly report from the strike has gong into
S

But this time there was no final report on
the victory for 4 couple of weeks after theend
of the strike as the branch was late getting the
story in, and the workers asked where the
story had got to! Liverpool also said that
they found 1t very useful to be able 10 show
workers in dispule that SW was reporting
and supperting their case.
~ The importance of intervening in' disputes
using the paper can be overlooked in two
ways: first ot all, not intervening because the
dispute seems to be 4 no-hoper, involving a
tiny number of workers: secondly, inter-
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Gulde fo paper saellers No 5: Bingo quseues are a wasta of time

vening at a supportive level, but failing 1o sell

the paper.
The Gorton branch intervened in the
Stockport  Messenger dispute for three

months before it blew up into a major
naticnal confrontation. They went down
several times a week to scll the paper and
argue the politics. They didn't get very far,
and were tempted to give it up. The fact that
thev persisted didn't change the course of the
dispute, but it was very important as far as
the comrades were concerned, because then
they knew the arguments.

Nearly every branch can probably think of
cisputes thal they didn't follow up because it
didn’t seem worth it. Just think how silly
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you'd feel it it turned inte another Warr-
ington. Of course, the vast majoriey don't,
but even so, arguing on picket lines is
valuable in itsclf. What isn't valuable is
going to picket lines and not ‘coming out’ as
an SWP member. Most people are nervous
about selling the paperto total strangers, bul
it usualiy turns out to be a lot easier than ex-
pected,

The Liverpool SW organiser stressed the
need to use the content of SW on picket lines:
apening up the paper, drawing attention to
the arguments in it, to the contrast between
SWtelling the truth about workers struggles
and the lies of the bourgenis press,

Regularity and consistency are seen as key

H




to building up sales and contacts. If people
see the same sellers every week, they are

more likely to buy the paper, get into.

conversation, and come to meetings. The
conversalions mean that we gain knowledge
about what is happening in a particular
workplace, and therefore find 1t easier to
begin talking to other workers as well, and to
go on to discuss more general political ideas.

That doesn’t only apply to workplaces.
Gorton branch sell every week at the um-
versity before the lunchtime SWSS meeting.
The sale includes unemployed comrades as
well as students. They can buld up a
relationship with students who buy the paper
because of the regularity of the sale.

It is also easier to have conversations there
than at workplaces because the students
don’t have to rush into work.

The street sales too are more likely to yigld
results if they are done consistently. A
railway worker joined Gorton branch after
he had bought papers at a sale the branch
had done consistently.

The importance of doing workplace sales
from both outside and inside came outin all

Ideas that can win
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the branches.

The difftculty of selling in such a large
workplace as Fords Halewood has been got
over Lo some extent by selling on the gate as
well as instde and by getting buvers of the
paper to become sellers as well, so that now
80 papers go 1n a week.

The regularity and the enthusiasm needed
for successful sales of SH don’t come from
nowhere. They require careful preparation
and organisation by the branch., The sales
should be discussed regularty in the context
of the overall political perspective, rather
than as merely a technical, orgamsatonal
question.

Kate from liverpool cmphasised that
hetter sales don't come from hectoring or
moralising. Nor can they be built by just
passing round a clipboard at the meeting and
expecting that the sales will be regularly and
successfully done. She tries to discuss the
sales with each member of the branch n-
dividually, every couple of weeks. She cando
this by delegating the job of collecting SW
money to another comrade and using the
time to go round and 1alk to people, aboul
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their problems and their experiences doing
the salcs, trying 10 increase involvement.

Pavment slips mean that the paper sates
are recorded in detail so that the SW
arganiser can have a record of exactly where
the sales are happening.

Kath, from Bradlord, savs that
accountability ol members also means that
members are responsible for getting
someone else to cover their sale if they can't.
It means that she 1sn’t called up at all hours
and then has to gel someone to replace a
comrade who can't sell. She organises “key’
sellers tor the sales, who are notified 1f a
different member is doing the sale. Dele-
gation means that the SW organiser can
spend more time 1alking about members’
problems and planning sales.

Gorton branch organises newer members
to go with more expernienced members (o see
regular buvers of the paper, atter the branch
meetings. However these members are also
paired with more experienced ones on the
public sales.

As Sociulist Worker has been quite rightly
concentrating on the miners’ sirike simce it
began three months ago, the branches have
been trying to sell the paper to miners as the
main way of carrying our arguments about

" the strike, the need tor more picketing, the

role of the officials, how to win solidarity
action and so on.

The results have been mixed; strikes don™t
instantly turn workers into revolutionary
sociahists, even strikes as large and bitter as
this one. So.mnc miners have been hostile to
what we had to say about the otficials, others
don’t think they should have to pay for the
paper. Others have been drawn towards the
paper because its arguments fit with their ex-
perience of the sirike and tell the truth about
the police and the Tories.

Arguments

They may not accept all our politics, but
Socialist  Worker provides them with
information about what is happening 1n
other areas of the strike, and arguments
about how to win the strike.

A small minority are attracted to, and
join, the SWP, Kate from Liverpool des-
cribed how the branch had intervened on the
picket lines, mainly at Bold Colliery, and
how two miners had joined the branch.

‘We have tried to cover the picket hines on
most days, and we have had miners down
10 the branch meetings nearly every week,
We tell them what the subject of the megt-
ing is, ask them to come along and discuss
what is happening in the strike and make
sure transport 1s availlable. We have had
very good, very open discussions n the
branch with the miners about how the
strike can he won,’

Not every branch is going to recrull mingrs
from the strike, but every branch can use the
argumcnts in the paper o bring people closer
to the party. The miners’ strike s seen as
central by many militants outside the NUM,
and many people who want 1o see Thatcher
defeated.

It has beern. and stil] s, an opportunny to
get our adeas across to a wider layer of
people. The only way we can do that s by
using Socialist Worker.m




CONFERENCES

Lots of noise-little action

NALGO and CPSA, two key white collar unions, had their national conferences recently. Both on paper
moved left, but the reality was somewhat different. In the first of two reports John Carney examines the

NALGO conterence.

To a casual observer attending this year's
conference of NALGO at Brighton 1t might
have looked as though the union had made a
welcome move leftwards. A deeper look at
the conference however reveals that this was
nol, unfortunately, the case.

Despite the national executive, the leading
body of the union, being forced onto the
defensive on a number of occasions, very
little of the discussion or decisions taken will
be of much use to militants wanting to
mount a fightback. For this sorry state of
affairs the *broad letts’, especially those of
the NEC, must bear a heavy respensibility.

There was cvidence of a growing con-
fidence and a preparedness to fight prescnt
among a significant minority  of  the
conference. Indeed, while the delegates were
assembled in Brighton NALGOQ members in
Tower Hamlets were starting to take all-out
sirike action and nursery nurses were taking
action in Ishngton and Bolton. The role the
Broad l.efts seemcd to set themselves was
restricted to providing left cover [or an cim-
battled NEC.

Ballot

During the conference itsell the NEC
otten found itself in a beleaguercd position,
having to rely on leading left wing NEC
members such as Ivan Bevas and Graham
Burgess to save the day. Two examples most
clearly illustrate this.

The first came during the debate on the
defence of the Metropolitan Counties. An
amendment calling for members (o be 1n-
structed without prior recourse to a secrel
ballot not to co-operate with those
authorities implementing the abolition
proposils was opposed by the NEC, but had
significant support among many delegates,

The NEC, fearing that they might be over-
turned chose Ivan Bevas to speak against the
amendment, And te add insult to injury
Bevas spoke, especially on the question of
secret ballots, tn terms not too dissimilar to
those used recently by right wingers in the
NUM. Victory was secured by the NEC afier
a close card vole.

A motion submitted by black activisis in
NALGO, forcing the NEC 1o take up
seriously the question of racism among
employers and in NALGO, was opposed by
the NEC in favour of recommendations con-
tained initsown rather an .. wilille paper,
Again it was the intervention of left NEC
member (Graham Burgess that helped secure
a victory for the NEC on a card vote,

More damaging still was the failure of the
broad letts on the NEC w condemn Lhe
NEC's disgraceful motion on YTS. This
motion called for people on such schemes to
be paid £32.49 — the optimum amount
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before income tax and national msurance
stoppages become incurred. The rationale
given was that last year’s position — people
on YTS to be paid the rate for the job — had
not been successfully implemented.

This is hardly surprising given the NEC’s
tatal failure to give any effective lead.

On pay, only SWP members pointed out
ithat this year provided NALGO with its best
opportunity te claw back lost ground by
opening up a second front against the Tories.

On fighting privatisation it was again only
SWP members who pointed out the damage
done to the fight against privatisation by
NALGO members crossing NALGO picket
lines at Barking Hospital.

Further evidence of a shitt leftwards
among some delegates and one of the un-
doubted highlights of the conference was the
motion of censure passed on the newly-
appointed Genperal Secretary, John Daly.
This was for his betrayal of the NGA during
the Stockport Messenger dispute. As onc of
NALGO's representatives on the TUC
General Council he went against NALGO
otficial policy when he failed 10 give full
support 1o the NGA,

Not only was the motion of censure
pleasing in iwself, but the extremely lame
attempt that Daly made to defend himself
actually persuaded many delegates who
might otherwise have wanted to support um
to change their minds.

The only occasion that 4 left wing NEC
member came down from the platform to
address the conference was during the
miners' debate. This was to speak on an
amendment donating £25,000 to the miners
(equivalent to approximately 3p per
member). Fortunately, although the amend-
ment was lost, it later turned out that this de-
feat resulted in a4 larger donauon being
made.

This was because many branches had
brought along individual donations to give
to the collection at conference knowing that
the NEC had promised to match 1t. This
raised something like £64,.000 in total.

Therc was a sizeable number of delegates
at the conference, espeaially from the power
group, who were mandated not 1o vote tor
any motion that supported the miners.
Threats were made of large membership
resignations 1f any further money was
donated to the miners. These were not idle
threats either as an estimated 2,500 members
have resigned from NALGQ in protest ata
previous donation of £10,000.

This undoubtedly underlay the attempt by
the NEC and many in the broad left, 1o get
the debate over as quickly as possible. It was
a tragedy that the debate was shortened, be-
cause 1t would have provided an excellent
oportunity to discuss the dispute itselt, and
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how the present miners' dispute can provide
trade unionists with anexcellent opportunity
to more common cause with the miners
against the Tories, by launching a fight over
pay ¢ic.

Needless to say, no mention was made of
NALGQ members crossing NUM picket
lines or how it is vinally important to raise
maoney at work through collections and
levies etc. Instead a typically vague motion
of support was passed which did not tackle in
any way how NALGO members can help the
miners win,

The debate over Liverpool City Council’s
fightback was treated in virtually identical
fashion, with very little discussion on how
Liverpool can win, Again the motion pul
forward by the Broad Left and passed
expressed little more than approval for the
stand taken.

The conference delegates by and large re-
flect the union activists who operate at
remote branch executive level, often with
considerable facility time rather than the
more accountable shop stewards. Indeed,
one of the most striking features of the
conference delegates is how little they reflect
the membership in terms of age, sex, colour
or take-home pay, tending to be a lot older
and overwhelmingly male.

Reformists

This also applies to the NEC who are
clected by a ballot of the membership as a
whole. Real power rests not with the con-
ference itself but with the NEC who are em-
powered to carry out its decisions, This is
something the Broad Lefts understand very
well, 1t was very clear from conference that
they saw the advancement of the union
largely in terms of winning places on the
NEC, the «classic perspective of all
ref ormists.

Although the NEC is not elected by the
conference it can nevertheless be used as a
place to huild a reputation for yourselt,
Therefore, unpopular questions like how 1o
stop NALGO members crossing NUM or
Barking Hospifal picket lines tend to get
dropped and replaced by vague left rhetoric.

There was little understanding of the need
for workplace organisation as the best
defence of workers® interests displayed at the
conference. Nevertheless the SWP,
unhampered by electoral considerations,
were able to mount the most preminent
intervention of any section of the left at
conference.

The SWP was the only political orgamsa-
tion whose members made the principled
point of always identifying themselves as
such during their contributions, which was
not an easy thing to do as a sizeable section

13

TR Tyss — - - .



of the audience booed (probably a mixiure of
hostile nght wingers and embarrassed lefis).
However, there was evidence that our inter-
vention found an echo among the delegates
naot leastn the sizeable turn out of 84 who
attended the Tony Chtf megting. Seven con-
ference builetins were produced and cagerly
read by most delegates and g total of 177

papers were sold during the week,
Although conference failed to be a uysetul
forum for discussing the all 100 real threats
thit NALGO members tace over pri-
valisation, attacks on local government, cuts
etc, 1t can only be hoped that the coming
vear's struggles provide an opportuniry fora
more honest discussion at next year's con-

Playing on Graham’s ground

Here John McGloughlin looks at
the second conference; that of the
CPSA.

1984 is proving an eventful vear for civii ser-
vice {rade uniomsts. The GCHQ union ban
prompted the most widespread industrial
action tor years.

Alastair Graham’s autempted ‘no dis-
ruption® clause fuelled rank and file anger
with his *new realtsm’ to such an extent thal
over a third of all the resolutions to CPSA
conference were censures of him and the
right-wing executive. The annual elections
saw the Broad Left swept back into office
with a heavy majority on the executive.

The Tories have now raised their pav olfer
1o well beyond 3 percent but even so it seems
likely that the current round of warkplace
meetings will reject the deal. Action over pay
15 on the cards for the first time since 1981,

Ironically it ts Graham who is calling the
shots over pay. It was his stratcgy that the
predominantly left wing conference voted to
tollow, 1n pursuit of a comparability claim of
only 7 percent. There is sull no firm plan of
action to win the claim.

Graham hopes that a rejection vote will it-
selt be enough to win a small increasc in the
otter which he could then claim as a victory
without having to actoally lead any struggle.
It the government will not budge, then token
action along the same lines as the teachers
seems likely, despite the fact that this sort of
strategy proved a complete disaster in 1951

-

Open contempt

Despite their huge majority, the Broad
[eft executive have done nothing to argue
tor the sort of action that could win un pay.
This spinelessness will come as no surprise to
those who saw them in action at the con-
ference.

At the conference Graham displaved an
open contempt for the Broad Left. He vir-
twally challenged them to debate and pass a
motion ol no confidence in him.

With the challenge came the threat that if
it was carried he would immediately resign
and stand for re-election. He ¢laims that in
those circumstances he would win over-
whelmingly and confirm his self-professed
position as the representative of the ordinary
member and expose the Broad Left lack of
suppart amuong the membership.

The threat proved enough o split the
Broud Lefi. The Communist Party and the
non-ahgned Labour left feil for the bluff and
argued  agamst both moving the no-

[4

contidence motion and against voting for itif
ttowas moved.

Janathan Baume, leading non-aligned
Labour lefty, even achieved the remarkabie
feat of moving o the right of Graham over
pay. He argued that all tatk of any action,
from all-out strikes to Graham's limited in-
dustrial action in pursuit of arbitration, was
dangerous dreaming.

The rest of the left, led by the supporters of
Militant atgued correctly that the aftermath
of GCHQ was just the right moment to
chaltenge Graham. Evenso, Graham’s taunt
about their lack of base hits a nerve with
them too, He feels conlident in basing him-
self on the passivity of the mass of the
membership.

Most of the time most of the members do
not wanlt to fight. The problem for the Broad
[.eft is that thelr electoralism forces them to
compete on the same ground as Graham and
not to do anything thar might upset the most
backward of the membership. They have no
strategy tor leading the mass ot the member-
ship into more militant solutions.

That explains their timidity over the pay
claim. They are nervous about calling [or the
sert of action that they are not absolutely
confident they can pull off. 1t also explains
why, at the cxecutive meeting that kicked
Graham off the TUC General Council, they
were again split, this time over a donation to
the miners. Ex-president Kevin Roddy, a
prominent Militant supporter, proposed a
£10,000 donaton to add to the £25,000 al-
rcady given, He was voted down by the solt
wing ot the Broad Left, who feared a wave of
resignations from the union.

Whiie they arc quite prepared to vote sums
from the umon coffers 1o the miners, the
Miiitant supporters are. however, rather
maore reluctant to take the argument into the
oftices. They have done little or nothing o
organise weekly levies, for example, and the
best that the whole executve could manage
over the days of action in suppurt of (he
miners was a weak circular offering otficial
support tu any workplace that decided o
strike. There was not one word to encourage
strtke action.

The dilemmau of the Broad Lettis summed
up in the problem they have with the strike
by 240 DHSS computer operators at New-
castlie Central Office. DHSS is one of the
most militang sections and a stronghold of
the left in the union,

Newcastle Central, with aver 5,500 CPSA
members has been dominated by Mifirant
supporters for many years, The strike is over
shift pattern changes and conseguent pay
cuts. The issue concerns every civil servant
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ference.

In the meantime, of course, it is up 1o
NALGO shop stewurds to make the most of
this year's conference. That can be best done
by doing what conference did not cven dis-
cuss — organising collections lor the miners,
respecting all pickets lines and building

workplace organisation.s

faced with the introduction of
tcchnology 1n the future.

The strike could easily be won. The
Newcastle computer deals with pensionsand
DHSS pay, and management are willing 1o
ride out a strike therc alone. The key to
winning is spreading the strike to the other
computers &t Reading and Livingstone. If
they stop, all computer-printed Giros stop.
In the climate of the miners'sinike the Tories
can hardiy rclish the prospect.

From the start the local union leadership,
the DHSS section leadership and the union
national executive have all argued for keep-
ing the strike confined to Newcastle.
Reading and Livingstone have been en-
couraged to sign separate deals on shift
pattern changes and that can only make it
harder to win solidartty action.

In focal oftices they arc asking for a £1 per
week levy from stall who are also expected to
operate emergency procedures by domng
manually the work that is normally done by
the computers.

At the conference SWP members found
themselves wirtually alone in arguing for
spreading the strike action and for biacking
the emergency procedures. Six weeks 1nto
the strike many ot the strikers can see the
need 10 escalate the action, but the local
leadership are making 1t very difficult. They
have falled to learn the basic lesson of the
miners’ strike: it 15 better to start from the
rmanority who are prepared to fight and to
generalise from there.

new

Escalation

Their failure is the result of their whole
strategy ol building the union from the top
down. Lacking a base ot militants tested in
tocal struggles and capable of leading their
fellow workers with them, the Broad Left
execuuve fears calling for cscalation that
they are not sure they can deliver.

Whatever they want (o do they find that
their position forces them to relate to the
passive majorily ol the membership rather
than the minority that s prepared to fight. It
was Just such a logic that led them to leave
the strikers i Oxtord and Birmingham
iselated when they were last 1n power,

That dilemma can only be overcome with
a different sort of politics and an organisa-
tien based on building from (he base.

The task of buitlding such an organisation
15 cifficult. Tt mecans that every mceting
addressed By Newcastle strikers needs to
understand that it 15 not just a guestion of
supporting the levy bui also of winning
SUPPOTLIVE action.

And it means that discussion of the pay
otfer must focus no! just on rejection but also
on the sort ot action needed 1o win. It means,
too, workplace collections in every office for
the miners in order to drive home the need
for organisation and solidarity.®

- FHE——TT



R = ;s

TEACHERS

The decision of the teachers’
leaders to go to arbitration is a
severe blow for teachers argues
Shaun Doherty as he looks at the

campalgn.

After a lot of hufting and puffing from both
sides the teachers’ salary claim has been re-
ferred to arbitration and the industrial
action has been called off. Tt is a sad
reflection of the state of the teachers’ unions
that they arc able 1o claim this development
as a victory., It was not, however, the
objective at the start of negotiations.

Since April 1975 teachers’ salaries have
declined by 31 percent and weli documented
evidence was brought forward to illustrate
this decline. But there was never any inten-
Lion o base a campaign of action around
such a substantial figure and it was not long
before the unions arrived at thefigure of 124
percent in response to the employers'
derisory opening gambit of 3 percent. If 1214
percent had been divided on a flat-rate basis
it would have given all teachers an increasc
of £20 a week, clearly a unifying tigure tor a
campaign of industrial action.

It was, however, only when the employers,
dictated to by the government, refused arbit-
ration that the action began. The teachers’
unions focussed the campaign on this intran-
sigence on the part of the employers and on
the blatant interference of the government —
not on the demand for the realisation of the
full claim.

Trap

Their rnotives for this approach reflect the
dilemma of all trade union burcaucracies:
they have to respond to the feelings of their
members by giving the impresssion of
putling up a fight without leading the kind of
effective action necessary t¢ win, They have
been able to claim a victory because there is
no doubt that the tndustrial action, the first
concerted action of its kingd for 15 years, has
been responsible for the employers™ partial
retreat.

But arbitration is no victory. It 1s a trap
from which the unions will find 1t hard w0
gscape. From the outset the procedure 1s
loaded against the teachers and i1s unlikely to
praoduce a figure much higher than the 4%,
percent offer. Even if it does coime up with
something more substantial its findings are
not binding on the government even though
they are binding on the unions,

The Toeries could simply retuse 1o pay up
and Keith Joseph has already tried 10 pre-
empt the outcome by insisting that no more
money will be forthcoming from the govern-
ment. The most likely outcome 15 that the
local authorities wili be left to find the money
from elsewhere, most probably from cuts in
other pubhie expenditure, and the govern-
ment will use the bludgeon of rate-capping 1o

The arbitration trap

prevent any emplover trom breaching the
cash limits.

Given the failure of the teachers’ unions to
engage in effective acuon against locally
implemented cuts, it is likely that the Tories
will be successful in using this alternative
WA pan.

If this happens it will be to0 late for the
unions to retrieve the situation. Once action
has been called off 1t cannot be turned back
on like tap water. Yet the leadership of the
biggest tcachers’ union has been able (o get
away wilh this strategy tor defeat for two
reasons: the inability of the opposition inside
the union to organise Independently of the
national executive and the relatively adroit
way that the national officers, in particular
the acting general secretary, Doug McAvoy
have managed to take the vast majority of
the membership along with them.

In the early 1970s the left inside the NUT,
organised inside the Rank and File group,
were able to initiate sustained unofficial
action that forced the executive to beef up its

| LTS R '
Taachers sold ouf

salaries campaigns. In 1984 the left s
serigusly divided, with the Socialist Teachers
Alhance performing the ftunctuon of a
traditional Broad Left grouping.

[ts calls for selective strikes of anextended
nature cut no 1ce with the executive and they
lacked both the political will and organ-
isation on the ground to call them indepen-
dently. In tact they have frequently argued
agatnst any unofficial action, hiding behind
the union rules,

SWP members argued for the only
strategy that might have won the dispute —
an all-out national stnike, but thhs call only
found an echo in the most militant schools

and tar any of them to attempt 1o go (it alone
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would clearly have been suicidal.

It 1s not surprising that teachers are lack-
tng in the confidence to act independently.
They have been prevented from taking part
in any real fight on salaries for vears and
many have sought the individual solution of
promotion to unprove wages. Independent
rank and file action cannot be buiit aver-
night after years of the demoralising effects
of the downturn in industnal struggle and in
these circumstances it is much easier for the
executive to keep the members in line.

The McAvoy factor should not be under-
estimated. He managed to draw in the rival
NAS/UWT behind the arbitration strategy
in order to prevent it from recruiting
members from the NUT by parading its trad-
itional phoney militancy. He also managed
to sound like a trade unilonist on occasions.
On the Newsnipht programme he argued that
if the government could attord to send police
to the miners’ picket lines then 1t could
afford to pay the teachers. Not the kind of
arguments usually deploved by teachers’
leaders.

It would be a mistake, however, to con-
clude the balance sheet without remising
some important ¢redits, Some aspects of the
industrial action, particularly the refusal to
cover, have been very popularninschoolsand
have enabled union orgamsation to be con-
stantly tightened. Many schools have been
able to extend the offictal one-day no-cover
sanction into an absolute refusal to cover. It
is important that this policy 1s retained after
the salary campaign has been concluded.

Goodwill

Refusal to attend meetings alter school
hours had led to many meehings being time-
tabled as part of the normal school day,
another practice that may be able to be
sustained more perrganently and one which
draws attention to the considerable amount
of their own time that teachers have trad-

“itionally been expected 10 donate to their

employers. Even the withdrawal of lunch-
time supervision, which has not been unmver-
sally popular with either teachers or school
students, has drawn attention to the amount
of goodwill from teachers that is necessary
for schools to operate.

For revolutionaries, perhaps the most
important development 1s the spportunity
our struggle has given us to raise wider
political issues and in particular to build
effective solidarity action with the miners. A
significant number of schools are 1akmg
weekly collections for their strike and many
of our meetings have been addressed by
striking miners. Teachers have been madeto
feel & part of a struggle that extends beyond’
their own secluded sectional interest.

It would be a mistake to conclude this
assessment without drawing attention to the
fact that, for all its limitations. the dispute
has involved theousands of teachers in strike
action and in the gperation of sancuons in
their schools. If this involvement has helped
to shift teachers away from the middle class
notion of professionalism that has hampered
trade union organisation in schools for.
decades and if 1l increases their awareness
that thev are workers like everyone else, il
will not have been completely in vain.m
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INDUSTRIAL ANALYSIS: Leyland

You can’t win 'em all...

The new m:::-_c:-d amongst workers is baoth encouraging and uneven. British Leyland provides an excellent
example of this. Here we look at the experience of two Leyland plants. In the first article Dave Sherry looks
at Bathgate where the workforce voted to fight redundancies but quickly backed down.

Even betore the coal strike blew up back in
March, we were witnessing a shift in the
mood of organised workers. The widespread
stoppages throughout the engineering in-
dustry on the GCHQ day of action were
clear evidence of this,

In the months since then the miners’ sirtke
has helped nurture and sustain this new
muood — providing other groups ot workers
wilth the mspiration and confidence to take
on their own bosscs.

Yet to conclude from this — as some on
the left have done — that the downturn has
ended, or that workers in general are moving
onte the oftensive, would be wildly over-
OpLUIISLC,

First of all this change of mood is by no
means general, for although 1t encompasses
an increased numbcer of workers, it remains a
very small minority of the whole class.
Secondly, 1t 15 a very fragile development —
one that would evaporate overnight if the
mtners were beaten, Thirdly it is a develop-
meni that 1s constrained by the weakness of
shoptoor and section organisation, and the
reliance on trade union officialdem that has
developed 1n the last ten vears.

The recent example of the short-lived and
unsuccessful Factory occupation at British
Leyland’s truck plant in Bathgate serves to
illustrate this point,

Bathgate once employed over 35,000
workers, but in the kast five years the work-
force have accepted wave upon wave of re-
dundancics. The only attempt at resistance
in that period — a week-long sit-in against
sackings in 1982 — collapsed when the shop
stewards led the workforce out of the factory
under the threat of a court injunction from
British Leyland management.

Of course that defecat was the partial res-
ponsibihity of the AUEW officials and
Labour MPs who counselled against break-
ing the law -— but it also reflected a deep-
rooted lack of contidence among the rank
and file.

Thar lack of confidence persists in
Bathgate's sister plant in Glasgow, where
earlicr this yeur the workforce voted to
aecept compulsory redundancies, and over-
turned a shop stewards’ recommendation to
oppase them.,

It came as no surprise, when in May of this
year, the Cabinet tinally announced that
with the collapse ot the commercial truck
market, Bathgate was no longer viable. Part
of-the operation would be privatised and the
remainder transferred to the plants in Lan-
cashire. Asaresultall 1,800 jobs would go by
1956,

What did surprisc many people was the
response of the Bathgate workforce, At a
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The vole to resist surprised many

mass mecting at the end of May they over-
whelmingly backed the shop stewards
recommendation to lock out the mange-
ment, seize the plant and machimery and
occupy against closure.

BL mapagement never expected such a
move, and were clearlv caught ol halance by
the spirit of resistance and whe decsion Lo
occupy. All the evidence shows that they
confidently expected the worktoree 1o tuke
the redandancy money aud go quietly, 5o
why did a workforee thar seomed to be down
and out respond as it Jdnd?

There are three main reasons why the
occupation began. Foest of all closure mcant
the end of the roud for the whaote workforce
and in West Lothian where unemployment
tops 30 percent the workers knew their backs
were up dgainst the wali. Thes teeling was
fuclied by the undoubted public sympathy
for the plight of the workors, Fyen the most
rabid ol the Scottsh Nowspapers were
apposcd (o the closure,

But two other tactors had & greater bear-
Ing on the workers’ decision o occupy.
Clearty in an old muming area the miners’

sacialist Review Julv/ Ageus) 1934

s

strike was showing that workers could hight
back. And in the week before the occupation
vote, 1t did appear as if the raillwaymen, the
waler workers and Lhe teachers might follow
the miners’ lead. The feeling of 1solation was
being broken down.

Thirdly the workterce had muscle of therr
aown. The Bathpate plant held the vital en-
gine compoenents for BL's new range of
trucks, and with thissource of supply cut ot
the rest of the truck division was now vul-
nerable to the Balhgate occupation,

Sadly the opportunity to build on this
new-tound confidence was mussed becaudsc
the shop stewards and the minority who took
part in the occupation were unable to involve
the passive majority in spreading the dispute,

During the occupation Saciafist Warker
argucd:

“The leaders of the STUC are out to
capitalise on the widespread public sym-
pathy that the occupatnion enjoys
throughout Scorland. Yet they are
danger of leading the fight up o blind
alley, They plan to mount yet another
“Ravenscraig style campaign’™ aimed at




conviieing Thatcher to keep Bathgate
open i the erests of  “Scottish
industry™. But the key to victory lies else-
where, The tuture of Bathgate depends on
the degree to which ts worktorce can
convince therr BL '

workmates 1
Glasgow., Lancashire and ot the

profitable car plants in the Madiands ot

the need lor practieal  sohdarity —
tinancial support, blacking and strike
action o the Jaw s used agamst the Bath-
aate workforce.

A passive sit-in will only play mnto
management’s hands — butl an occupid-
ton that involves the rank and file m or-
ganising solidarity among other workers
can win. The Bathgate workers must now
take their fight against closore to the

other Levland truck plants — and more
importantly  — to Cowley and
Longbridge.”

But imstead of taking these mitiatives the
shop stewards sat tighu inside the occupaton
allowing management 10 quichly regain the
upper hand, No delegations were sent out to
other BL plants ind no attempt was made to
involve the passive majorty in the occupa-
tton or 1 the kind of avtivity needed to sus-
tain it,

Instead the stewards and the acnvists
supporting them chose to rely an the STHC S
promise of suppaorvt through 1178 communiiy-

based campatgn of “wanning public svm-
pathy”, It was assumed that the olficial uneon
machine would deliver solidarity from the
rest ol the Levland combine 1 due coursg,

In the space of 4 week the contidence of
the workforce evaporated through lack of

contact and invoelvement. Somuch sethat at
the cnsuing mass wmeening the worxtoser
voted by a marrow midonty (o ralarg o wark
rather than challenge the munagement over
their threar o refuse redundiney money
unless the occupation cnded.

Although a sigmficant minecity voted 1o
light un the occupation was abandoned with
many ol the activists blanung the rank ol
file. Yet only 4 week previously te same
workers had voted to fight.

The outcome at Bathgite shows how the
rebuilding of workers' contidence w struggle
can’t be sepurated trom the tash of rebuld-
ing organisation in the workplace that acls
independently of the ofticials. Bathgae dlso
shows that the fepgacy ob the Tust on vears
wan't be washed awdy overmght, and tha
the relormst approach shared by many ue-
pvists will act asa brake onthe development
of tulure struge

The extent to whicll we can create o net-
waork of revolutionaries m oworkplaces s
theretore crucial,

The new mood creates additionad oppoer-
tumities for us to do so now =

[

You can win some

The other Leyland experience
comes from Longbridge. John
Rees reports.

There has been a sixfeld mercase in the
number of disputes at BL's Longbridge plant
in the first quarter of this year, compared
with the same period in 1983, The manage-
ment’s respotise 18 clear:
‘We have asserted the rights of manage-
ment ta manage. While we are always
prepared o discuss we will never again
say “can we? Those days are gone tor-
gver.’ |
There 15 no doubt that the management al
Longbridge are serious and bethgerent
their determination o hang on to the [ruis
ot the long march and a scries of bloody
buttles since the early 70s. Starting right buck
in the davs of *worker partucipanon’ the
strategy  was onc of lirst incorporating
workers™ representatives, at all levels, into
jeint committees with munagement,
Secondly the stratepy depended an simul-
taneously divorcing those individuals from
the peopte they were supposed to represent
and using them as a foree o police disputes,
As incorporatton gathered momentun in
the mid-seventies a whole layer ol the works
commitice (the convenor and senior
stewards — the plant leadership) and the or-
dinary stewards became less and less the
neaple who articulated workers™ grievances
to management and more and more the
people who presented muanagement’™s vicws
[ workers,

Michael Fdwardes™ particilor genaus was
that he realised wheti this phase had gone tar
enough — when it had weakened union or-
ganisation so much that it wis possible 10
move directly 1o the ollensive. BEdwardes
looked over Derek Robinson®s shoulder and
in effect sud: “There s o one standing be-
hind vou anymore” and pushed b un-
cerimoniously oul of the plant

The period of mcorporanion o which
Robinson had been an enthusmastic

supporter, had laid the basis for the period of
olfensive of which Robinson's sacking hus
heconie a totem. Edwardes wis organising
the downllan Just ds we gave it a name.

1The background to the current save of
disputes at Longbndge 1= the Jong chimb o
of that deteat and the deteat over the Rest
Allowanee (tea-break stnked The Latter wis
as damaeing as the Robinson aftar sinee e
sell-oat was nid organised by Butly and
Woss Evans but by the Works Commartee at
the plant.

Deserted by bohy Tecal and
leaderships, the worktoree cut i halt and rhe
intensity of the work  rocketing  under
Fdwardes” *slaves churter’ the Longbridge
workforee would not be in g nuead tor a
oo Light for a tong time. They have ex-
ocricnced what the miners would face 1t they
were heaten.

rder these pressures thiene s anly vng
way shop stewards” organsanon could b
hecopte an dalternative loewdership — 1t
revalitionary polities and organisation had
commanded o much larger membersihup than
idid. The politicsolnotrelying on either the
alticials or the works committee, ol tighting
azainst ¢lass collitboravon vither at nationa
lewvel wirth o Labour Government or locadly
with “participation’. of bemng agalisl sec-
o] organisation aid ol msisting on o lugh
profile tor revolationary polites ete That
traditiony, eaven 1Y we had recogmsed the
dowpturn earlier, was not strongenough and
a forced retreat was unavaidable.

SHARTRLY

The demoralisation and defeats inevitably
leid 1o a divorce between stewards and or-
Jimary workers. A plant joke calls the
stewdrds “the pancake men’ because they so
often gel turoed over at sy meelings. s
ned Lhat the stewards aren’t Tormuatdy o the
letl ot therr members - - they elten are, L1 s
thal atier being turoed overso regularly, and
without a political analvsis to explain i, the
clivet on the stewards s that they become
COTISE T L L,

And the one nnme that thimgs domon e they
liug behind, Hence the Joint Shop Stewards
Copnttee o the GO day ol actien only
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recommuended an hour's strike — vet on the
day huge seetions of the plant voted to take
the whole atternoon olf.

Thie vomt b the Bdwardes offensive was
high, Erenvooe vou talk ton Longbnidge
ks aboon the pressure, especially on the
tachs, "Those vuys veally curn their money’
ere Popciorauee worker told me.,

PTes e hme that everyone agrecs on.

Alan Beddows, AUEW officer:

‘Tovervone s led up with the pressure’”

Aosiewind who deit s job on the track;

‘My puasy s down bar 1 am a happler man

-—— those puys deserve every penny they

carn and more. You wouldn't believe the

stick thew have o put up with”

{0 rmnoared that half the new labour
Lihen e te privduce the new Honda-Rover
lad et wathon o oweek,

Javk  Adams, ithe CP
Lonmghrmadee s right when he says:

"Welve been through a pertod when

cvervthitig has been thrown at us — 1t's

heen prefty well mpossible.. but you
cuit’l niotivite people with impositions
and toree torever.they will not accept

thices alid the commpany are now reaping

the resvsis ol those vears,”

O picee of gratint i the plant sums up
the prossone. 10 reads

st Longhrdge or Long Kesh™

Thir pressare hus vented atself in all sorts
vl shorthved and maeostly successful disputes
over  the  past two wears, Those small
successs plus mereased confidence because
ol i comrercial success of the Mewro and
the Muesire: Tus Tuelled an increased moad
of compativ iy - release lor the pressure.

The hew dspate was a few weeks back. An
attermpt oo oncrease the e speed witnout
taking o new babour was met with a 7O0-
stromg sirike - the management caved in

within a tesw ddays, Not only was the sinike
popular md very well supported but alse
ket s organised — vnusual at Long-
hodpe.

convenor of

EW

The shop floor is picking

The deal was supposed to be lor 100 new
workers although the final total was nearer
500G. In the local press this was put down to
good sales butitisalso a product of thestrike
which hit the management plans for m-
creased productivity,

The dispute that tollowed was less success-
ful although the fact that the sirike took
place at all wzs a sign of tncreased con-
fidence. A black forklift truck driver hut a
foreman who called him a *black bastared’.
The worker ways sacked and the transpuort
drivers waltked out in support — demanding
reinstatement.

[The management took a hard tine, They
recognised two things, 1) that the transport
drivers are a strong well orgamsed scctuion
who can bring Longbridge and eventually
Cowley to a standsull, and 2) this wasn't just
a victimiszlion dispute it the same mouid as
half a dozen disputes over the past Id
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up affer a run of defeats

.....

maonths. Especially following the manming
dispute, this was a much more combative
strike  over an issue  wlhich antertwined
resistince to raclsim with o a challenge o
metulgenient’s right 1o here and hire as they
wished,

Linder such circumstances the action
needed the active support of other Long-
bridge workers and a stratcgy designed
spread the dispute to other BL plants. The
[cadership ot the strike either [rom the works
committee or the ransport stewards, never
sought 1o overcome the passivity of the
sitikers and thereby the isolation of the
section — which no matter how strong, did
not feel poweriul enough 1o take on a deter-
mined management in isolation.

The expenience ot Longbrnidge 15 1in many
ways & microcosm of cvents in theclassas a
a hiole, The history of problems taced include
the incorporation Tolowed by the olfensive
d@ainad the shop (loor, the failure of the pre-
dominantly reformist polines of the majority
of the stewards (o provide an alternative
leadership, the painstakingly slow
resurgence of contidence through a series of
snud]l victories. The ditticulty which, cven
within tie new mood, the ofd traditions of
sectionalism and reliance on the lower levels
of the burciucracy. cause militants who are
trytng o capitalise on ithe outbursts ol
struggle,  are recurring  elements in the
disputes.

The new mood born out of bitterness
against the vears of tightening labour
disvipline vented throwgh small victories
glves revolutionaries a few inches more
clbow room. The price of making use of
those fow inches 1s absolute clarty in our
criticisms of shop tloor reformism plus an
ahility 10 connect general revolutionary
potitics with 4 practical dav-to-day strategy
wlhiwh makes sense to the best people -
voleed i the struggle.

1t 15 0 strategy i which general politics
must be arpgued out arcund the day to day
sk s of levy sheets, resolutions and petitions
Lo the stewards® commrittee, constant argu-
menty and organisiation on the sections and
paper sales which seek to draw the best in-
dividoals to the party branch.m
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ECONOMICS: The Debt Crisis

You can’t beat the bank

As US interest rates rise Latn
America thireatens to default on
ils internatienal debt, and
western hanks gel the jitters at the
prospect of a financial collapse to
rival that of the 30s, I'ete Green
cxplains what fies behind the
Crisis.

The world banking svstemoas very unhketv io
collapse over the next few months — Jdespue
sopie exlravagaat talk, and o lot of nal-
biung in banking crcles in recent wecks. But
the internauenal debt crosis has reached
another ontical stipe.

Denends for pasiment by Western banks,
or by their hoancial pohceman, the
Interanaucnal Moactary Tund (the [IMPY are
crippingg the coonomics ol debtor conntrics
throughout the Third World, Alter two
VEATS Or more of austenty, negialive growtly,
wiadpe culs and muss nnenployment, starva-
tion and misery, these countries are still no
nearer Lo paving oft their debts, These now
total over 5500 bdlion (hall owed 1o the
wHETT AN

In the last six maaths the pressares of the
crisis hiave lain behnd a military coup o
Nigeria, tiors against food price nereases n
Morocea and Tuiasia, and polimcal twrmonl
in the Phillipines. But it s in Latin America.
with a total debt of 3350 hillion {(thousand
miliion) daolblars that poldeal tension and the
speetre ol a general detaualt (tailure or refusal
to pay up) have the Dankers sweating,

e s 1y e n —_————

Cuts in wages

The banks have long since piven up
capecting Brazil (ol debt 393 bilhion),

Mexico (389 bulion), or Argenting (b4}

billiond to pay off what they awe on time, il
at all. But since the crisis exploded in their
Faces in August 19592, when Mexico declared
itself bankruptand had o be bailed out with
new loans of S billon, the banks have -
sisted on twoe conditions tor any deal,

Firstly they have demanded that the
interest on the Yebre e paid. 1 that happens
they cun comtinue (@ rake in large profits
even if the loan iselt (the principatyhas to be
cxtended indetinitelyv. Seccondly, they have 1n
some cases been willing to lend more nioney,
but only on condition that the governments
conceined submit to fhe dictates of the IMFE
and push through the cuts 1o wages, public
spending and any other measures deemed
NCCCRSATY,

Now those demands are facing thelr most
serious challenge vet ifrom a number of Latin
American countries, There are (wo reasons
for this.

One is that interest rates have been rising
again in the United States, and in world
financial markets generally, Since January
the main interest rate in the US has risen by

threy pranis, Sustiened across the yveor thid
crease coitid cost Brazil alone another $600)
miellion doblars 10 1nterest payments,

The increases have provoked scercawms of
pain Tron the counrries econcerned. lnanun-
precedented display ol unity, the Presidents
of Brazil, Mexico, Argentna and Colombia
pested o statement ol procest on the 21 May
and called fora deblors summit to be held n
Jiine, Demands Tor special measures to cul
back on the nterest-rate burden  have
proliterated, There is much talk ol a debtory’
curtel, an OPEC-stvle agreement by the
countries caneerncd to demand better temms
from the banks, wiclding the threat of
continent-wide defauit or unilatcral retusal
Tor piLy.

OF  mare  immediite concern to o the
hattkers, however, 15 the growing resistance
to the demands ot the IME. That resistance
has come nat from the local ruling class or
the poditivians, so much as from below m
miss upheaviats which time and again have

HRA-
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lorced cven the mast authoritarian regimes
ter retrodl,

ln the wunyv Canibbean
Doninivan Republic, debis of around 12
Fiblics diodiars and lalling exports of sugar aon
wlynct: the whale ceenony depends, Toreed
e Caoencit et e Loy to the IWED Inoex-
chisree o a e deanapagreed 1o more than
doghic 1he basic ltoods  and
g cicines. o Aprii that led 1o three dayvs ot
cioting, leaving ot least ¥ people dead on the
streces. I Mav, rthe Government announced
s rejection of the IMFs proposals and
brobe off negotiations,

Bolivia has had a clelt wing’ civilian
governrent under Herman Siles since the
last military dicttorship collapsed i 1982
faced with bankruptey and a massive strike
wive, An economy dependent upon exports
of 1, with a low price on world markets,
Bolivin has been called the fastest ‘de-
developing”  country o Latun  America,
lcomues e head had tallen By a guarter
sirce 1980 betore the latest series of IMF
demands iy a4 condition of new "assistance’.
Attenpis by Siles to push throwghthe IMF's
proposals fincluding tripling the price of
petrol and  basic fooadsruits) led to three
manths of sustained protest. Thatmeluded a
strihe at the sjate-owned central bank which

country, the

p:'im' af

It is workers like this Bolivian minar who have put up the resistance to the IMF and

frightened the world’s bankers
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paralyvsed the country™ Thancial ~ysieon.

O the 30 Moy Siles Pty reached an
agrecment  witli the OB {(Bolivian
Contederation ot Laboar) whose power Jud
been shown i a couple ol three-dasy ponerad
sterhes which Tid brooghit e whole counnis
tov g hadt, The TME plin was aband ned, oo
the Government annourced S0 Stemiperme
suspenston ol afl pasowents fprineipagn o
interesthorn ity Torerza debe, This olas tdk ol
ancther nulitary takeover was cnauagh Lo
prersiande the umon feadess to hack doms,

Bobisa®s fotad debp v a3 S ballion fonly =]
Bl ol sohioh soonstned foehe lienbos st
by the standards of Brazil, and wogld nogin
iselt erve any baaker o sleepless mpdn, B
Hhe svimbholisnt ol Bobeoropents decliormoeat-
seltumwilhineg to pay up s muach moere v -
ing. Bouador fotlewed it examplea fown doss
Bater, refustng to pey uald 1l revensed e
teris. Uhe acteons of the Bolvian svorking
class (which. spearheaded by the an oo
las an astonishmge ksters of meitaney ) hioe
served as oo orenonder to nervous peliiicnoe
throushoul the contment ol the
conseguences ol the crisis,

OF the dargest debrors, however, i0oas
Avvcnling which i now Ciusirg niesl don-
corn. The Radical goseroment jed by Pau
Alfonsm arrned m o poveran Pecember in
the wake ol the collipse of the discredined
military HEITY Poditivael
reaswichenimg. Itmbeored o debt of over $440
hillhoen duodlacs {although the decounts were
s dodgy no coe really knows the true
aveunt), Most o of thin
watsled on armas tor the geoerals, Tasors
puperts For the eicddle clisses o (perbaps s
el g S0 brlhoo of o) spaetted gwas o
Puv o ap villas m Munu or to Swiss bank

pu--.r»iiﬂh'

reein 8

motes hond been

GCCOUITLE,

The working class of Arvennng wlhh
sullercd scvere wape cuts aond mdusirnl
calbapse 1 the vears trinm 1976-19820 wien
the debtwas o up s o capected to bear
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revoluticna:

An 80 page book outlining wna
Workers Party stands for.
Send £1.50 to BOOKMARKS, 265 Seven 5iete i 2l

HAlso available from all SWP branches
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colters, since ali the menes wos used Lo cover
the interest dee.

Muexico and the others went along beciuse
the deat broke all the rales about notlending
AT O money sothout an aereement with
the IMED The hanks caved in because they
WUTe a0 nervens sthiwse havinge 1o degchare
et Boosses o Argeatingn Jebi o wtime of
aeneral oncertiny o the Pmeagiat markets,
e hardliners Brilain's
Eavwsion weere appalied a0 this lasiny, as it
oaly postponed the preblem.

New o Lhe gavernment  has
Vel s v Cleticr of mwent” wo the IMTE
Theviove agreed wea massive reduction i the
Brudect defivit, cuts i subsicies v food and
cicrgy preees. amd even in delenee spending,
Hut the IME s deniownding an outeight cutof
Sopercent 0 pubbe sevior wages and salaries,
which Allonsin docsn™ dore risk makine.,
The Peromist uniens wie threatening renewed
tndustrial action 1t thar demands dare not
et Fhe siliation is one ol “stafemaie” as the
fonancied Fimoy put i

| he U5 Crovernment hoas withdrawn s
sterattee Ol de 300 i e Jean mande in
Muarch, The banks are asisung that, as the
~hanrman of Chuse Maohatian puticrecently
“Ehe INTE s he kesstone ol aoseluuon, You
walimat aHow o county 1o mo ground the
iAo voueronde the whole framework of o
solunton.” In other words it Argenting is let
ol the hook it wall be impossible (o demand
ol elsewhere, Wihout those cuts the
sgucess oo working chiss vy standards
Hocessry to free the resourges Lo pay of1 the
Pankees will not luippern.

sich s Nigel

Areeiimy

Run on bank
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Allomsin on the other hamd cannot, at the
maanent, attord o oive dooto the IMETS
Jummads, The tnreresi pravments due o the
oS ok by A0 e w T net be paod, T huat
will on one ostmuete Porce some ol the lurgest
Amcrcan banks Lo ke clits 10 protits of o
rch s 300 percent ton Manubacturer's
Drnaver, L7200 pereent for Chase
Moanhattan, and 7 percent Tor Cibicorp,

W the s happening af o wme when the
paedat-cotbase of Aanenici™s cightn larges
Pank Conunental e~ at the cid ot May
Nas oaposed the vidnesabeliny of the banking
st Gy suades wiichd s ol ol deposits or
o i on the bank”

Continental Hhoows had beeg i trouble
croen s 1 losi aoreaisd o bilhon dollars on
Lodey Toans 1o voerey Conpranies and pro-
Pty speculators it hoad oade via oo mach
siadler bantk, Perire Sopeiere, wluch went bust
i Tas Mot of s declored had debiob 52,3
Bilnon seas o loams made to companies such
s~ International Harvesiess and Drome
Pretredeun men to0 Lastin Aamerica, But it
might have been able o handle those a1t
it Peen viory nie over S2 bilhon waorth ot
fearens Lo the lkes o Areentime and Brasad as
Wil

The run on Conupeotal  [hios wis
sparked off by a journalist’s casual rumours,
Rut it came in a climate ol nervousness it the
woorld money markets created by fears about
rising mterest rates and Third World debt.
Ohver halt of the bank's deposits came from
the international imoeney markets, itom other
hanks and large multinatonal corporanions.

L—ara g .
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‘The viclims of the debt crisis

Once the rumours spread that money began
to flow out at the rate of §2 billion a day. An
annocuncement that all was well and that
other American banks had steppedin to help
merely accelerated the pace ot withdrawals.

Only the intervention of the Amencan
stare, 1n the form of the Federal Rescrve
Bank (the cquivalent of the Bank of
England), with a §7'% billion rescue package
and a guarantee to all depositors, prevented
whnat would have been the biggest banking
disaster since the early 1930s —— perhaps the
biggest of all tme. As it was, bank shares
plummetied on the stock exchange and
rumours spread about the health of
Manufacturcr’s Hanover (ihe fourth Jargest
bank in the USA), Calm was restored with
the declaration by a spokesman for the Fed
that they werc willing to:

tend, lend boldly and keep on lending,
should any more big banks run into
liguidation problems’.

The example of the Contunental Ilinaois
rescue shdws once again that size is a
guarantee of securily (n the banking world,

and that the American state wiil bail out
any major bank rather than risk an inter-
natienal banking collapse.

[t 15 precisely because of their confidence
1n the backing of the American government
that the large American banks were willing
10 make such risky but hugely profitable
loans in the first place. What wornies most of
them now is less the prospect of a withdrawal
of deposits than the disappearance of their
major source of profit in recent years.
Citicorp, the largest of them ali, gets around
two thirds of its profits from overseas
lending, and a fitth from Brazil aione.

A refusal to pay by most of the major
debtors could still wipe out those profits and

et

vvvvv

damage banks such as Chase Manhattan
irteparably. For the moment that is unhirely
to happen. The debtors’ summit
Columbia on the 21-23 June sas Leig on
rhetoric and demands, but shorl e sub-
stance. Bolivia and Eduador aroucd tor
limiting debt payments i aov vear Lo no
more than a quarter of export ennnmgs, Bu!
that was firmly rejected by Meswo and
Brazil,

Trade surplus

- aE e

The banks have so tur been able to pluas ot

the debtors against cacly other, Maovioo wa
rewarded with a 15 cuf ininterese pois sients
on 1ts latest loan — having Tulbilled the IME
demands, avorded pohitical uphein! amd
run 4 large trade surplus faso vear The pros-
peets for the Brazidwn economs ar fur
worse., Bul the Brazilian genvrals, =Gl ow o
e on grimiy to power dwd rdine oot
SUCCESSIVE waves OF proiest. e net ksl to
do anything which will upset therr o ohers,
the US governiment.

The consequences ot delialt sre oao-
certain, In the 1930s most of Latin A
did default and got awayv wuh n. But the
countrics concerned were then tuch less
integrated nto the world economs, it the
conseguences for debtors and banboers alike
were much less serious. Today o delauit
could mean that a country would be cut olf
from all types of loan subject to trade
blockades and the scizure ob anv overseis
assets, and forced back nte boarer aod g
nationalist pohicy of po-1t-alons coconoimius,

The Economist has argoed that thy con-
sequences of default would be far worse than
the austerity programmes prescribycd by the

Socialist Review Julv/Auplist 1 vad
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IME. But in countries facing a decade or
maore of suffering to pay off western bankers
the mass ot the population may tind cither
prospect intolerable. The alternatives are not
simply those of compliance with the IME, or
the nationalism of the bourgeols opposition
throughout much of Latin Amenca.

The conflict between western capital and
the Argentinian ruling class over their res-
pective shares of the surplus produced by
Argentinian workers s not for us  the
declsive issue. What Argentinian workers
need (o do s to reject the demands of both
sers of exploters,

The pressures will persist. The trade
surphuses on which Mexico and Braazil
depend o obtain the precious foreign
currency needed to avoild bankruptey have
mereased over the the last year. That's
nenmly due Lo the recovery in the American
SUONOIMY,

Yot that recovery 1s dependent upon the
massive  arms  spending of the Reagan
sovernment and the soaring budget deficit
which has lorced it to suck in borrowed
money from arcund the world. That money
can only be oblained by the American
government paving higher interest rates.
Those rates timpose an increased burden on
anyone borrowing money on world financial
niarkets, including the Latin American
corntries. The situation is highly con-
tradictory and very unstable.

The perspective remains one of protracted
agony, not a dramatic collapse of the system.
As world capitalism continues to stumble
from deep slump, to weak recovery and then
(somefime 10 the next two or three vears)
hack again into slump, that agony will bees-
pecially acute 1n the debter countries of
Laun America.®

21



INTERNATIONAL: Italy

Death of a compromiser

When the Pope, a fascist and
Eric Hetfer all sing the praises of
a dead communist something
must be wrong. lan Birchall
looks at the life of Enrico
Berlinguer.

Socialist Review s not 1n the habit of
nmourning the passing ot Stalinist bureau-
crats, and Enrico Berlinguer, the recently
deparied Secrctary General of the Ttahan
Communist Party, 15 ho exception,

Berlinguer, after all, had friends enough
without us. He has been described asa “preat
man, a good socialist” by Eric Heffer, and as
‘a good Communist® by the Economist.
Among the million and a halt people who
attended his (uneral was the Chinese Prime
Minister, and ributes came from Mario
Soares, Willy Brandt, the Vatican and
Almirante, head ot the fascist MSI. With
admirers hke that, he must have been some-
body's enemy.

But despiie the wreath from a group of
priests and nuns dedicated to the *new Sant
I-rancis’, Fnrnigco Berlinguer was no fecble-
minded preacher; he was a wugh,
unscrupulous bureaucrat whoe had a major
intfluence on the recent hustory of the lalian
Communist Party, now virtualiy the only CP
in Western Europe not showimg obvious
symptoms of terminal decline.

Born 1in 1922, Berlinguer became a Com-
munist at the age of 21, towards the end of
the Mussolini period. As one of his rivals in
the party leadership, (iancarle Pajetta put
1t *As a very voung man Berlinguer joined
the party..leadership.” ¥or Berlinguer was
immediately groomed for stardom. As soon
ax the war ended, he became Secretary Gen-
eral of the Communist Youth, and in 1948
entered the party leadership.

1945 was a tough vyear for ltalan
Communists, In the general election held in
March the Communist-5oclalist joint st
appeared to have a good hope ol winning.
The US State Department announced that
no ltalian who had voled Communist would
be allowed to emigrate 1o America, and the
Vatican cut off all escape routes by
announcing that CP voters would be denied
absolution. British and Amencan warships
anchored off ltahan ports during the
campaign.,

The CP lost the clection, but 1t faced up to
its  opponents by remaining resolutely
Stahinst. No breath of eriticism of Russia or
of Stalin was permitted. In 19531 two CP
deputies were expelled from the party for
declaning that Commumnists had -an over-
niding duty to defend the national territory
against aggression from any source {a
posttion that Berhinguer himseif, who sup-
poried I[taly’s continuing membership of
NATQO, might well have put forward by the
seventies).

And 1n internal

1956, despite some

2
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oppasiion, the CFline was that the Russians
had Been rignt to invade Hungary Lo prevent
‘the restoration of a new fascist regime’.
Despite his much vaunted honesty and
integrity, there 18 no indication that
Berlinguer had any reservations about these
POSILIONS.

But by the 1960s the Italian CP was
entering 1nto a deep crisis, Pestalinisation,
the end of the lirst Cold War, the split
between Russia and China and the Russian
invasion of Czechoslovakia all cast the
traditional certainties 1nto guestion, The
CP's former allies in the Socialist Party had
done a deal with the ruling Chnstian
Democrats, leaving the CP more 1solated
than ewver, despite s massive electoral
support,

]

Traditions

T . e
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More and more it became clear that if the
party was to lmprove is parliamentary
sttugtion, 11 would have to break, at least in
part, with s Stalinist traditions. The
problem was exactly how to do this, and
veveral different currents emerged.

It was tn this context that Berlinguer
became deputy to the athng leader Luigl
Longo in 1969, and in 1972 assumed the
pasition of Secretary General. In a party
whichh was increasingly bitterly divided,
Berlinguer led from the ‘centre’. On the one
hand was a right wing which wanted to make
the party more and more openly reformist
(some even wanted to hiquidate the CP
altogether and jotn up with the Socialistsy;
on the other hand was a ‘left’ current which
clung to the old dogmas and friendship with
Mother Russia. Berlinguer won his
popularity—and his power—by tacking skil-
fully between the two,

A year later came Berlinguer’s main
contribution 1o political strategy. He was
deeplv impressed by the catastrophic defeat
of the Chitean working class in the coup of
September 19730 While some people drew
the lessan that the Chilean workers should
have moved forward faster and more

PS4
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resolutely, Berlinguer came to exactly the
opposite conclusion. From the inadequacy
of the parliamentary road, he deduced, not
the necessity tor armed insurrection, but the
need to cut back on one’s aims.
‘It’s not by obtaining 51 percent ol the
voles that the left wing parties can be sure
ol governing and aclueving their work of
rencwal because o vertcat sphit down the
middie of our country would not beinthe
interests of the country and would ruin
the experiment of rencwing our society,
That s what happened in Chile.!
This was the theory of the *Historic
Compromise’. The Communists not only

- could not, but should not, govern on their

own, or in alliance with the Seciatists only.
On the contrary, they should scek 1o rule in
coalition with the Ciiristian Democrats, the
corrupt bourgeois chique who have
dominated every Ttalian government since
the Second World War, and who bear the
main responsibility [or Ttalv's political and
geonomic crisis.

The theory s abject. In essenceitisa rerun
of the Popular Frontism of the
Thirties—with this difference: the Popular
Frant aticast had the minimal plausibibity of
being offered as an alternative to fascism.
The Historic Compromise wasn't an alter-
native to anything—for the only alternative
was precisely those Christtan Democrats
that Berlinguer was so anxious to ally with,

The practice was equally abject. After the
1976 elections, the Christian Democrals
accepted the CP’s support, but ottered them
no places 10 government. The CP lovally
delivered their part of the bargain—a
restraining hand on working class militancy.
Precisely because they were so loval, the
Christian Democrats used their assistance to
ride themselves over a bad patch. and then
calmly ditched ther erstwhile allics. This was
not even a ‘sell-out’—the CP gave its services
free of charge.

Incidentally, Berlinguer had his own litle
domestc ‘historic compromise’—his wife is
a devout Catholic, and he used to take her to
church each Sunday, though he didn’t siay
for mass. If a sclf-professed Marxist can™t
convince the person he or she lives with, who
¢an they convinge?

But Berlinguer's detence of a reactionary
Christian Demaocratic government was not
merely tactical; ke crected it into a theory. [n
January 1977 Berlinguer gave two speechcs
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i Such a defence of austerity, not as a
| necessary evil, but as a positive virtue, must
be unprecedented from any self-styled
Marxist, In practice 11 came to mean what
Berlinguer <alls 'a new model of
. ! h e 1
consumpuon’ (thatis, a reduction of the con-
sumption of the less well-otf) and a recog- ’
e e

nition that public spending is ‘excessive’ and
should be reduced.

One of the aspects of Berlinguer’'s career
which has been most commended inside and
outside the Communist movement has been
his open criticism of Russia’and the Russian
model of ‘*socialism’. After the coup in
Poland, Berlinguer declared on Itahan tete-
vision that ‘the dynamic created by the

 October Revolution 1s now exhausted'.

Yet hiscriticism was often rather vague. In
his report to the Central Committee on the

Historic compromise: Berlinguer and Christian Democrat leader shake on It

October Revolution of 1917, on the

[talian membership of NATO. In 1976

Polish. coup he talked about *the dithiculties
and the sclerosis™—scarcely rigorous Marxist

categories, 11e did criticise the regimes of the
Eastern bloc for the ‘identification of the:

party with the state’; but he also blamed the
Polhsh regime for the ‘incapacity to
Isolate...politically,. the extremist demands’.

Pathetic

But what is most striking about such
criticisms is their pathetic ineffectiveness.
Pravda may accuse the Italian CP of
sacrilege’, butgthe Russian leaders arc
scarcely worried by the likes of Berlinguer,
In [96& Brezhnev told the Czech leaders after
the Russian nvasion that the Western CPs
were going o ‘sound off—but so whart?...
For 30 ycars now they have not mattered one
way or the other.’

In 1976 1the Polish oppositionist Jacek
Kuron appealed to Berlinguer to intervene
on behalt of arrested Polish workers. The
[talitan CP sent a strongly-worded
message—which the Polish regime treated
with contempt.

In fact, Berlinguer's criticisms of the East
were nothing 1o do wath a love of ‘demo-
cracy’, and everything to do with his own
opportunist political strategy. The *Historic
Compromise’ meant that the CP must accept

Berlinguer told a reporter that he telt that
NATO satcguarded ‘the ITtalian reoad to
soclialism’, as Russia could notiatervene as it
had done in Czechoslovakia, *1 leel saler
being on this side of the fence.”

Secondly, Berlinguer’s claim thar the
present peniod has shown the mitations of
bolh relormism and Leniniesm, and theretore
opens a ‘third phasc™ allowed him to accome-
modate to a range of swampish
‘movements’; ' .

“T'here exist, and are developing, move-
ments, 4ss0ciatlons, arganisations,
groups, partcularly of women, youths
and 1ntetlectual workers, that arc
expressing in hundreds of ways outside
working class parues atso and beyond the
tradinonal forms of politics, demands
that are being pressed, aspirations, will-
power that colhides and enters inte con-
flict with economic mechanisms, with the
social set up. and with contemporary
capitalism’s cultural output.”

In particular, Berlinguer was anxious (o
set himself vp as middieman between the
Eastern bloc and Western social democracy:

‘We today are 1in a position to help
communications between soclal demo-
craiic and other movements on the ong
side and parties angd states wiose begin-
nings related directly and indirecily to the
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other.’

‘Thus shortly atter the Umian of the Lefuin
France broke up in 1977, Berlinguer had a
format meeting with Trangois
Mitterrand—uo the great annovance of the
French Commumist Parts,

Certainly Berlinguer's policy has not been
devoid of success i the short term. White the
Spanish CP crumbles and the French party
tuces irreversible decline, the Italian CI? has
increased 1ts representation in the Furopean
parliament, wlhile both  Sociahists and
Chrisuan Democrats have st out,

But while Communists troop off
triumph 1o the wothless assembly  at
Strasbourg, Prime Minister Craxi has got
parhamentary support tor his plan toe cut
guaranteed cost-of-living increases in wages,
‘The CP cannot protest too vigorously with-
out upsetting all its retormist ambitions, vel
if it tails to protest the initiative stavs with
Cruxi.

All around the world former Stalinist
parties are trving to turn themselves into
openly reformist parties. For most the
attempt has led to disaster; the Italian party
has gone far further down the road than any
other. But it still has 2 long way 1o go. and
the death of Berlinguer, its most skilful
opporturtist, will not help it. Time is still on
Signor Craxi’s side.®
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INTERNATIONAL: Punjab

The recent clash between the
Indian Government and the
Sikhs has been poriraved by
some as a national hberation
struggle. Barry Pavier argues
that it is nothing of the sort.

Since Indira Gandhi sent the [ndian army
into the Golden Temple at Amritsar to kill
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwalc and his
supporters some people have attempted to
portray this as the suppression of a national
liberation movement. Occasionally 1t has
been compared to Northern Ireland. Ac-
tually, this comparison has some relevance,
but only ence you understand that the politi-
cian to whom Bhindranwale corresponded
was lan Paisiey.

Sikhism began in the fitteenth century AID
as part of the Bhakti movemenl, which
sought to fuse and harmonise Hindwsmand
1slam. The Sikhs were driven to a sharper
communal identity and eventually to militar-
isation by persecution from the Mughal
Empire. This evenually produced the
*Khalsa" (hence Khalistan), the military cx-
pression of the Sikh community. By 1860 the
Khalsa had carved out a large state in
Punjab. [ronically 90 per cent of that state s
now within Pakistan.

Until the 1880s the Sikhs regarded them-
selves and were regarded by everyone clse, as
being no more than a branch of Hinduism.
In the 18%0s a movement was started by a
small group of landowners, urban petit
bourgeois. and theologians to reverse tis
process of assimilation and ¢reate a distinct
and exclusive Sikh identity, This paralleled
movements inside the Hindu and Moslem
communities and for much the same reasons
— 1o combat the first tentative growth ol
bourgeois nationalism, which threatened the
leadership of those sections of the old ruling
class which survived under the British and
those elements of the bourgeoisic who
collaborated with them.

Quite cructally, this process combined
pertectly with the dominant theory of post-
1257 British imperialism. This stated that
India was a collection of distinct and unigue
ethnic groups, castes, and religious
communities, each with their own specificin-
terests and requirements. Incha was no more
than a geographical expression, there was no
Indian nation, and in fact the only real
‘India” was the imperial regime. Therefore,
since there could be no Indian nationalism,
the nationalists in the Congress were only
middle class Hindus in disguise.

The Sikhs fitted perfectly into this theory
as a ‘martial race’, the real reasons for the
tradition of military service being gquite lost
on the British. The theory uself was
developed to quite a high level of sophis-
tication and penetrated bourgeois academuic
theory to a considerable extent,

A perverse and twisted demonstration of

2d

Roots of communalism

just how successful a theory it has been can
be gauged from the fact that a great deal of
multi-cultural education and race relations
policy sponsored by left wing councils
appears to be based on this concept of
cthnicity  developed by British jmperial
buteaucrats.

The worst thing ever done by British im-
perialism was (0 foster and promote this idea
of ethnicity, which produced the political
result of communalism. They wsed the
census as a means to [ix the entire Indian
population into a particular community,
What then happened was that petty bour-
peois groups which had developed inside
untouchable and low caste groups tried 1o
get themselves upgraded,

They formed caste associations. 1nto
which they recruited all caste members, and
bombarded the census commissioners with
petitions. High caste groups formed caste
associations and campalgned against them.

Workers and farmers

Caste associations soon developed roles
bevond census campaigning, encouraged by
the totat lack of wellare provision. Their rele
as social welfare organisations contnues (o
this day, and in many arcas they play a major
role in binding workers and farmers to
bourgeois lcaderships of the same caste, and
in promoting communalism as the most 1111
portant part of people’s lives. Iranically, the
colonial situation is now reversed. The posi-
tive discrimination introduced since 1n-
dependence in educanion, and governmeril
jobs, makes it necessary 1o be as backward as
possible 1o get on to the gravy tran.

Yo British rule did indeed transtorm
[ndisn society, but largely by producing
caste  and rehigious rigidity  quite  un-
precedented  in Indian  history by the

combination of imperial politics and those of
sections of the locat ruling class.
The development of Sikhism as a distuinct

R

Lt Genera
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! mun;ah with maharajas and cohorts. The British fostered divisions

community sits within this general situation,
There 1s no ‘national question’ in India be-
cause there is no oppressing nationality,
Since the 1880s a considerable number of lin-
guistic, regional and communal groups with
bourgeois leaderships have built themselves
on this pnociple of ethnicity which 15 as
much a foundation of the Indian state as i
was of the empire.

The Akali Dal, the Sikh communalist
party, was an integral part of the growth of
Sikh separatism. From its foundationn the
19205 until 1962 it was a party of the urban
petty bourgeoisie. They were 1n a minority
compared to Punjabi Hindus, and were sub-
jected to continual cconomic and social
pressure. FEconomic because (rade was
dominated by Hindu caste groups, and
social because they had close social
connections with these Hindu castes and
were under continual threat of assimilation,
Religious scctarianism  was the politcal
means by which the Sikh petty bourgeois
sought 1o protect its separate existence.

In the rural areas, Sikhs were in an over-
whelming majerity and the dominant soclal
force was a caste of farmers called Jatsa. Ina
reversal of the normal stercotype, the rural
arcas were much more religiously and
socially liberal than the towns, because there
was no possible threat 1o Sikh identity or the
supremacy of the Jats. A large number of
Jats supported the Congress beforeand after
independence. The Congress builtitself after
1919 in rural India as a party of rich
peasants, and so was able to get the support
of large numbers of Jat farmetrs.

In 1962 (he Akali Dal was captured by a
new leadership which represented Jat
capitalist farmer intercsts. It dropped the
demand for an independent state, and after
the establishment of a smaller Punjab state
with a large Sikh majority in 1966 appeared
to transform itsell into a regional rich
furmers’ party. This change of linc enabled it
to reap considerablc clectoral rewards, and
between 1967 and 1980 the Akali Dal led
three coalition governments 1t Punjab, as
well as having (wo ministers in the 1977-79
Janata government at the centre, All this was
undone by the very capitalist agriculture
which had propetled them to power.

The Green Revolution — the combinatiorn.
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The Golden Temple: Pounded by Gandhi’s iroops

of capitalist agnculture with high yielding
varielies of wheat and other crops, massive
amounts of credit, Fertilisers, machinery etc
— pave massive gains to the Pumnjabi
capitalist farmers. It also impovenshed the
small farmers and drove large oumbers of
them down into the working class, Between
1960 and 1980 the numbcrs of landiess
agricultural workers rose trom 17 percent 1o
40 percent of the rural workforce. This does
not count all those with small plots of land
who have 1o lve by working tor the capitalist
farmiers.

Labhuur shortage

Many of the newly disposed Sikhs turned to
religious  alternatives, cspecially  an
unorthodox  sect, the MNirankaris. This
happened al the same time as 4 decisive shaf
ol population 1n Punjab.

The Green Revolution created a labour
shortage which pulled 10 large numbers of
woarkers trom the rest of India. From being
6( percent of the populationin 1871 by 1981
the Sikhs were only 52 percent. This meant
the collapse of the political perspectives of
the Akali Dal and Sikh separatism.

This 15 where 1the comparison  with
Northern lIreland is relevant. Imagine an
economic miracle in the North pulling in
large numbers of workers from the South,
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and at the same Ltimg there was a S€rious
weakening of religious sentiment inswde the
Protestant working class. What would then
be the response of Paisley, the Orange Order,

and the UA?
It was at thus point that Bhindranwale

arrived on the scene, leading a small
fundamentalist group which led antu-
Nirankari riots in 1978, and which later or-
ganised the murder of the Nirankari leader,
in 1979, however, the Akali Dal smashied his
group in the crucial temple committec elec-
Lions which are the normal Toute 1o power 1n-
side the Sikh community.

When the Congress {1) returned to power
nationally in 1980 they saw Bhindranwale as
the perfect tool for splitting the Akal Dal.
Zail Singh, tormer Chief Minister of Punjab,
then central Home Minister and now
President, pulled strings to build up
Bhindranwale's support inside the temple
COMMILLECS.

As evervone knows this cymical
manoeuvre has literally blown up in their
faces. This happened for two crucial reasons.
Firstly they did not realise that
Bhindranwale had a mass base inside the
urban petty bourgeoisic, especially the
students.

They never benefited from the Green
Revolution to any considerable extent and
are now under exceptional pressure from
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competing Hindu petty bourgeois groups.
These are themselves riddled with religious
communalism and in that respect wrban
solitics have been increasingly dominated by
competing neo-fascist organisatons.

Secondly, and disastrously for the
Congress {I), the Jat capitalist farmers have
been badly hit by the recession. The picture s
the rather familiar one of increased charges
[or crucia! inputs — machinery, power,
fertiliser combined with classic capitalist
overproduction forcing down the prices of
their craops. This 1s combined with the pros-
pect of becoming & minority in the country-
side, as large numbers of non-Punjabi Hindu
workers settle permanently in the rural
ATEas.

At this point it becomes possible to under-
stand how the Akali Dal has been shifted
into campaigning tor greater autonomy for
the Punjab state, and how Bhindranwale was
ablc to set the pace. The demand for
autonomy is the demand for the preservation
of the economic and political supremacy of
Jat capitalist farmers. At this moment it has
coincided with the interests of the Sikh urban
petit bourgeoiste, and that s why
Bhindranwale was able to seize the
teadership ol the campaign.

Working class

What the campaign 15 quite obviously not
is a struggle for national liberation. It 1s a
class struggie for local supremacy by two
connected regional ruling class fractions,
using religious fundamentalism as the means
to mobilise support. As such all socialists
must utterly oppose it, along with the cynical
communalism of the Congress (I).

The only way out of the shambles that the
ruling class have erected is the working class
which is present in large numbers. The
Communist Party of India (CPl) has bumltan
agricultural workers' union of 125,000
members and there are other unions organ-
ised by the Communist party (Marxist)
{(CPM) and the Maoists.

What none of these parties has done 15 10
challenge the ties of the workers to Sikhism,
They too have absorbed the imperialist
explanation of Indian regionalism and have
combined this with Stalinist theory to pro-
duce an Indian ‘nationality question’ — &
country of oppressed naticnalities but no
oppressor!

Since, therefore, there must be legitimate
national demands, parties expressing these
must be supported, even if critically. So both
the CPI and CPM have supported the faction
of the Akali Dal led by Parkash Singh Badal,
the Akali leader least sympathetic to
Bhindranwale,

This cretincus attitude has meant that all
their trade union activity has been unable to
break significant numbers of workers from
Sikhism, and so they have been uiterly
impotent in the crisis. In a class society
riddled with communalism it is only possible
to build working class unity by being
rigorously anti-relgiouns. The communist
partics are hopelessley sunk in reformism
and have zlways shirked this esential task,
and so bear a heavy responsibility for the
disaster which has befallen the Punjab

working class.®
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GERMANY ‘

Leading workers to defeat

West Germany has ended. Dave
Paenson pinpointed the strike’s
weaknesses in an article written
before the sell-out.

At the hme ol writing, 60,000 West German
metalworkers are on strike and a further
AN have been locked out. Some have
been hit by so called *hot’ lockouts planned
deliberately by the bosses to weaken the
meiadworkers” unton (IGM), and others by
the so called cold” lockouts because of lack
of spure parts or because of delaved orders
from other firms, Also over the past week all
nattonal and large regional newspapers have
been it by an indelinite strike.

in factory after factory workers have
made clear their readiness to step up action
by occupying locked our plants or at least
blocking the gaies completely so as to
eftectively stop all production including
modernisation  and repair work. Shop
stewards commiltees in factories which are
strli working have written in to the central
leadership demanding 1o be called outl on
strike 100 and aiso that ballats be held out-
side of the (wo regions of Nordhessen and
Nord-Baden/Baden-Wiirttemberg, which
up to now have alone been called out. These
demands have consistently lallen on deaf
Cars.

Instead the umion leaderships of both the
print workers and the metal workers agreed
to arbitration procedures. Biedenkopf, a
leading member of the Conservative Party,
CDU, was accepled by both sides to head the
arbitration commirtee for the print industry.
His proposal was to stick to the 40 hour week
and the eight hour day and instead intreduce
maore holidays.

Wages

—m

According 1o his model five days extra
holiday corresponds to a shortening of the
working week by one hour. These extra
hohidays were not to be dectded upon in one
fell swoop tor the coming year but rather
made 1nto a subject of contennon for future
vearly negotiahions between the union and
the bosses. who would then have (o arrive at
a4 commol agreement as to what part of the
vearly Increase n real wages would be
granted i the torm of cash and what part in
the shape ot cxtra holidays,

The arburavon procedure broke down on
22 June booause the bosses said this v
was even 1. e expensive than o heotenimg
of the workme week.

Stll headiog the arbitration commiriees 1
end the meral worker” strike 15 Georg Leber
of the Socud Democrane Partv (SPD) anex-
leader of the Hunding workers' nmion and
EX-OUINISEEE fon e Wb e s Loreed to
resign lrom his post i the nnd-seventies
because he hadn't been able 1o eilectivelv
hide from the public eye the incompetent and
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illcgal spying practices of the German
military screecning service,

Gesamtmetall, the organisation of
German metal bosses, has insisted that any
agreement reached by this arbitration com-
mittce must be carried unanimously. This
means that the bosses can simply boycott
any decision that doesn't suit them without
having to openiy break anv of the rules.

This also means that the union hasn't got
any back door option open to them any
more. For it has been usual practice in the
past for the union leadership 1o vote against
decisions of arbitration committees arguing
that ‘the neutral arbitrator wasn't being
neutral enough’, but to accept the decision as
binding nevertheless because it had been
arrived at *democraticaliy’. This time round
the bosses obviously want to make the defeat
of the unions public by forcing them 1o
active]y support a dirty deal.

Certainly the bosses have not given way
ane 1nch on the principle of the 40-hour
week. They are prepared to concede 38 hours
ontly to shitt workers, who make up less than
4 third of a warkiorce totalling almost three
nnllion meras wockers,

forits piet the union has over the past few
weeks time and Gme again reduced its
demands and s now only asking for a 3%-
hour week asfrom I February 1985, 37 hours
as trom 1 January 1986 and ‘perhaps’ a
turther two hours reduction spread over
P9 art 1958 which would have to be
negotiated between both parties if unem-
ployment levels have not dropped below the
mullion mark by then'.
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On the hist of union demands is also a
miserable 3.3 percent wage increase as from
I July 1984 {(instead of the usual | February)
and a further 2.7 percent from 1 February
1985, This wouldn’t even quite cover official
inflanon, let alone the automatic tax in-
creases and extra national insurance burdens
which eat away something like half of any
Wadge Increase.

According to Lambsdorff {who apart
from being 2 Duke and a member of the
Liberal Pary s also hanging on to his post as
minister for industry: some nme in the near
future he too will have to resign because of
his favourite practice of accepting money for
his political party in return for tax cuts and
other benefits to important industrialists)
the strike has already cost the German
economy three quarter billion pounds in lost
production.

As Tor the metal workers™ union it is now
forking out 25 million pounds a week in
strike and lay-off pay. which has alrcady
created quite a hole 1n their [unds since the
beginning of the strike six weeks ago.

Protest

However, in spite of strikes and lock-outs
the bosses are doing their best to take advan-
tage of the fact that production is standing
stll in order to reorganise production lines
and ntroduce new machinery.

This kind of reorganisation work is often
carried out by white collar workers, but the
union has refused to call white collar work-
ers out on strike. Trug, union organisation
among them 18 much lower than among blue
collar workers, so it would have been much
more ditficult to get them out, but this
shouldn't have been an insurmountable
obstacle.

In the engineering firm of Wegmann in
Kassel for instance, white collar workers
actually staged a protest on the first day of
the strike for not being called out. The
answer they got from the tocal IGM strike
committee was that the leadership knewbest
who to call out on strike and who not.

In several cases court injunctions have
been taken out against individual strike com-
mitiees threatening them with penalties of up
to £125,000a davif theydon’t make sure that
a corridor of at least two meters width iskept
open for white collar workers and other
scabs to come 1n frecly.

You then had the situation at factories like
Opel-Riisselsheim, one of the largest car
plants in Germany emploving over 30,000
workers, where 2,700 scabs could simply
march 1n — a very demoralising experience
tor the pickets. The strike commitiee of Opel
demanded time and again permission from
their union leadership to go in and lock the
gares from the nside — which from the
pundical point of view would have created a
new situation and got round the problem of
the court injunction. But the leadership
blankly refused arguing that it was theirright
ta take any such steps when and where they
see fiL.

Thus a [actory occupation at Knecht in
Lorch was ended after only three davs and
any ‘factory wvisitations’ which have taken
pliace since have all been ended within hours.

The German union bureaucracy has got a
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very firm goip on its membership and is
taking great care to make sure “nothing gets
out of hand®. The few scattered remains of
theonce very strang German revolutionary
tett are utterly incapable of starting any
independent action, both those operating
inside the tactories and those operating from
the outstde.

Recently for imstance a picket orgamscd 1o
stop a miscrably thin six-page edition of the
Frankfurter Affgemeine coming out and quite
prepared tor a fight soon gave in when the
strike committee personally escorted the two
Vans aut.

A model example for the ditficulties of the
left operating inside the taclories 1s VDO 1n
SFrankfurt, a firm producing instrument
panels for cars and emploving |1.800
workers, VDO has a long tradiuen of left
wing shop steward work daung back to the
mid-seventies. One of their greater achieve-
ments was 0 gel foreign women workers
outo the shop stewards committee, thus
challenging the endemic racism and sexism
of trade union structures.

VIILT has been locked out for the past
three weeks, but here again the white collar
workers were kept on to fimish oft urgent
orders for export and continue with planning
work for new models to come out In the
duturntn.

So it was decided on Tuesday this week to
gel as many pickets along as possible 1o seal
the plant off completely., The whole thing
was planned to be just a ‘symbolic action
without any llusions that we could damage
the firm cconomically but with the aim of
showing the bosses our strength’. However
to the greal surprise ot the union bureau-
cracy 400 pickets twrned up and by six
o'clock 1in the morning all the gates were
etfectively bilocked.

Factory guards and senior employees had
also got everything planned weli in advance.
They organised to have the white collar
workers come early that day and made them
walk round and round the whole plant in
groups wailting l[or an opportunity to rush in
as soon as the gates were opened.

Two women pickets got hurt badly when
they were pushed to the ground by a couple
of particularly loyal scabs. Other scabs pre-
ferred to climb 1o through a private housing
block round the back or tried rather

unsuccessfully 10 use ladders handed down
(o them through the factory windows,

Pilcket aimost killed by scab

-----
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Scaﬂ li.l.ra-fks th mﬁgh

The main teft winger on the shop stewards
committee and also the driving force behind
the strike commiticc then phoned the person
in charge ot the local Frankflurt strike come-
mittee, the tulltime offical Giinther Otto,
who had up until then given his tacit blessing
to the blockadce,

Gunther Otno immediately rushed 1o the
scene of the action, held seoret talks with the
potice and the bass and then told the sirtke
comuiitiee to call the whole thing ot because
the boss had threatened to get a court Injunc-
uon out amd had also sent his personnel
manager out threatening Turkish women
with the sack for illegal picketing.

Police

Otto said that the action did not have the
backing of the union any longer and that any
member who continued obstructing the
pares  wis acting on his or her own
responsibility. |

He then disappeared leaving the lett
winger on the shop stewards committee with
the job of making a specch telling evervbody
to move away. This was noeasy task because
ali the pickets wanted to stay put and at east
wait unti} the police came to do the job
themselves.

When 1t came to discussing the matter i
the strikers' coffee bar the whole thing was
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adjournced by the left winger until the early
afternoon, by which time maost peopice had
lelt. Criticisms volced were taken up by the
utnon secretaries who argued that of unon
members were not satistied with this or that
union leader they could vote for another one
at the nexe election, Now was not the time tor
hickering, they said, now was the ume to
discuss the next step to be taken.

When 11 was Lhen suggested that the best
thing would be to try and get a thousand
pickets along next time, the union secretaries
sald 1t was necessary lirst of all to discuss
things 1n a general way and not get down to
the speaifics right from the start,

The meeting was then adjourned withoult
any decision being taken, The next day an
even larger meeting ot all locked-out ¥DO
workers was brought to a very quick end
‘hecause the room had bcen booked by
somebody else’. The VDO warkers were told
nol o go te the factory the lollowing
Monday but to come directly to the union
olfices Lo collect their lock-out money.

Similar events happened at other work-
places. Bach rime the left hmited 1tself o
Lr¥Ing 0 put pressure on the union bureau-
cracy but avoided putting the decision
process directly into the hands of the work-
force. This is not simply a reflection of the
numerical and organisational weakness of
the lett bur also a direct conseguence of their
strategy of trying to take over the union
machine rather than build an independent,
politically motivated rank and file
OrEANIRAtion, -

The strike will undoubtedly be sold out,
because thereis norank and file organisation
tex prevent this happening and the union
leadership 15 not prepared (o go in for the
kind of all-out action which would be needed
tey win the strike, or even win some sore of
reasonable compromise,

Nevertheless the strike has shown that the
Cerman working class, 1a spite of its
reputation for being se conservative, is pre-

‘pared to fight. Revolutionaries arguing that

there 1s such a thing as the working class and
that any perspective for changing society has
got to base itself on workers in struggle
should have a slightly easier time because of
this strike.®
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EL SALVADOR

The death squads continue to
operate in El Salvador, Reagan
continues to back the regime.
Pete Binns and Carla Lopez look
at the weaknesses of the
liberation forces.

"The angels ol death have had their wings
clipped,” crowed The Feonontivt, as five of L
Salviador’s natonal guardsmen were con-

victed at the end of Mav for the muorder of

four Ameriwcan nuns in 19840, ... Vhe tral has
had an even better follow-up,” it wont on,
relerring to the casing out of (two senior miti-
tary figuees from the army. All of wiich
added up to " good send ofl for Me Josg
Nupoleon Duarte. clected o take over as Ef
Salvador’s tirst freciy elected president on !
Jung”

Portraving Bl Salvador’s  leaders s
Feurless democrats who courageously taky
ainn the  death squads  has been very
important. 1t has ensured o smooth run

throwgh congress of the appropriations of

milfions  of  dollars carmarked  tor the
miiary. The overall plan, as envisaped in
the  bhipiarusan commission  on Centrad
Amunica, headed by Henry Kissinger, is for
400 million in 1984-85, which in its turn, is
part of an tncredible §& Aitfion carmarked Loy
the region tor economuic and military gk
Quite simply the whole package would hawve
been put at risk if the part of it dealing witl
military aid ro El Salvador had been turned
Jowrn in congress,

Sacrifice

—

But tor all the crowing and the posturing
the reality underneath remains markedly
different. As we pointed out in Sociafise
Keview last month, constitutional rights re-
main suspended and the three year old stite
of stege remains in force. The latter puts atl
power mto the hands of the military, and.
while Phuarte s ofhioally in charge ol the
atmy, NVewsweek recently reported that the
‘offrcer corps warned him that he conld he
Commander in Chief only in name’.

For their part the oflicer corps were proh-
ably quite happy to sacrilfice two of ther
number. Inreturn they will be petting, after
all, large quanuties ot modern muilitary hard.
ware plus the massive economic and nuiitary
backing of the U'SA. Recause an importani
part of the death squads are integrated into
the military hierarchy, they are the ones who

will  benefit most from  the influx  of

American arms.

[ronicallv then., had Raberto
1Y Aubuisson — the ‘pathological killer'
maost  directly  associated with the death
squads — won the presidential clection e
death syuads might have benelitted nuach
less,

Both Duarte and his American backers

Death squads and compromise

worned ot fhe te be able o diteh the
dovth saguads and mstiture a liberal demo-

critne repnme, byt there 18 just no way Lhey

can Joo i, e reality is one in which there
are, o ihe monient, only two significant
sorttzoes of poer and  intluence in the
ORI

O the ane hand there 1y the oligarchy, the
seare v sa obver v ech families whose money
and power sl come, in the main, from their
ownersbip ot haee landed cstates, Their
ML strunweils of power are, as they
dlwins hive beens the army and the death
stidy A massve level ol carruption has
kept i 1op M0 orso persannel in the armed
forces B percent foval to their landowning
P aasders, ad, i the past. has led to them
shanehiezme wens ot thousands of peasants
and the destruction of oven the weakest land
retores when thay have been attempted.

Fvensosnegest e possibility of reform to
e~ people s e nivite one’s own physical
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us cannﬁt difch the death squads

chmination. Most of those who have done so
i the past are now cither dead or have fled
the coiry,

On the ober hand there are the forces of
those driven o apposition o oligarchy,
Crronped around the PMEN/FDR they have
Poen respansihle Tor putting into practice the
proloneed pueerlin wur that has dominated
PO Sualvaderean polities Tor maore than five

Sociabist Heview fuv/ Aupust 1454

years. They now control a substantial por-
uon of the country trom the Honduran
border to its heartland around the Guazapa
volcano,

Within it they have setup'Local Qreans of
Popular Power' {(PPLs), which aim for self-
sulficiency both in the production of lood
and m maintenance of war production, and
which have also taken on 'social” issues—ele-
mentary health care. the tight against illi-
teracy and so on.

For Duarte’s strategy to succeed, a middle
ground or a dialogue between these positions
would have to exist. But that is just what is
missing, The oligarchy has never budged an
inch, and although forces within the
FMLNAFDR have attenmipted various com-
promises n the past they have always failed
miserably, sometimes contusing and setting
back the guernilla struggle in the process.

Furthcrmore the continuing Might of
capital from the country has maore or less
arrested the development of “liberal” indus-
trial or commercial capital unconnected with
the ohigarchy: without 1t howwever there re-
mains no real basis tor Duarte’s retorms.,

it the clection of Duarte will not change
this status quo I is important 1o realise that
1n the medium term nothing clse can either.
The army s too weak to both cover all the
principle areas of the country and at the
same time concentrate in sutlicient numbers
to destroy the guerrilfas. For their part, the
FMI.N, while growing tn strength, isstill too
wedk, both In numbcers and in heavy
weaponry, to defeat the army in  the
immedtate (uture. And the United States,
while carefully building up the infrastructure
for a possible mitlitary invasion next year, has
aobviousiy ruled out such a move until
Ronald Reagan is safely reelected next
winter,

aa

Cuba

In the meantime the Et Salvadorean culing
class is also keeping its options open. Solong
as Duarte keeps the gravy train from
Washington running and does nol make
thmgs awkward, no doubt he can be
tolerated. If not he will be gasy cnough o
remove with a coup when the time comes. [n
the short term time might be on their side.

Kcagan’s strategy of neutralising
assistance from Cuba and Nicaragua to the
FMLN/FDR seems to be working well for
them, 1sclating the guerrillas still further. On
the other hand the FMLN/FDR are very
well entrenched in a number of areas and the
costs of the war continue to mount, Even the
most died-1n-the-wool reactionaries cannot
aecept that forever.

In all probability they assume they will pot
have 1o. They tace an cnemy whose politics
are confused tn the extreme and which may,
as a result, lead the FMLN/FDR opposition
1o disaster.

One crucial problem 1s over the very
strategy  for gaining power atself, The
FMLN/FDR is a coalition which has come
together because 115 varous parts feel that
what they have in common — opposition to
the oligarchy and the army — is more
important than anything else, and that their
differences should be subordinated to it. For
revolutionaries however such a strategy is
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ity permits=ible — ctar all - it plausible
l (o suppose that e ey that resulis e the
unity of  The non-revobinlionars sections
torllovnoing the lewd of the revelulenaries,
[ I the case ol FAMENAT DR on the cher
| hand, 1t eaaetly the other sy abeurn F e

coahitten has been maorcasmmgzle demieate:d
by the politees of retforog, nwhnich siocoeimeos
! diatiern and compromise can only e e
prictce o delivering up the FMLINAFDR
it the hands of the acmy, By remiagmime
with such peopte the left s been oat besy
compronised and stowaerst s actaally -
ticipated 1o sueh moves iselt,

Compromise

Thus the FPMENATDR 1 convmntted v i
| it logue  watl ehe cow Duarse resnme, Wl
cxactiy does thes ooean™ Crusdlerme e,
Socii] Demweerat leader of the IR - vors
clear wbout this, Bor B ar s an essenta]ly
dipfomaric ~trategy 1o owlhiich the
FAMINSTDR approach Prosideot Monge of
Costa Riwea to approach Preswdent roarie
willl o view to starnng Jiscussioas soath e
FMELNAFIIR . The poant ol the diseussaens s
Lo secure ety represcnlation o e

FALENATDR g sovermment ol ool ST E Coo e g r- sraee oo thie Jete, now, anfortunatety ) looks
reconviliittion pelhudmy Dwwte™s Clieslen coceno o one o o v maore aind more Hke wostrategie shit o ghe
[Democrats, EFFEREAE B rival narticularls an behall ol the FPL—=the
From whal we bovve sind alreads abean e o i ' Coace o dii- o orzianesaloon o which hitherto has had the
puposstbility of compromse at thas e 0 aihoe s : o T s osphd apremresl Marsist traditions within the
shouald be clear by e that the stratogy 1s NTTATSI KR S T S PN I NN
nonsensicad, Bub what dees the et ave o e : ST TR Tires chage ecame more Tally apparent
sy oon thes ot B S o aban e tellewne the soicrde of the founder of the
They oo are committed Lo "aibosue o fuape e T T U T FPI. Salvadar Castano Carpro. In April
Thus  Francreson Horrera, borapean by g : S e h P Carpne hid always apposed entering
represcntittive of the P MESNCEDR sand last I RE TCIRTRAPRE U s tae et neaohiatens aroan alhance which did
¥uilr, TN AT PR B TN pot o guarantes the interests ol the warking
"We took o more ronnded swewoo the e o . o e TR chieoand the peasanere By agrecing warhy the
questoan, We espoected snat b discissions s b et et EMENSEDIR S proposal obagovernment of
started, cortun contradichons woendd s gy e E N A S R T BT Brronad particimation™ i February ol this vear.

the TP make it clear thar i has now aban-
Joened the atm ol transibion o soctalism as
something o be deterred mdetinitely. It
now, antoriunately, adheres more closely to
the  radtional Conmanest Party pro-
aroomme ob o allemnces  with “progrossve
sactions o the bourgeoisie — o seciion miss-
ine mece ohviowsty o B Salvador even than
sl other plices,

Orne ctthe Fuctors contrebuting Lo this shil
te e reehit withan the PMEN s s negloct of
the workeng  class o toe capoal, San
Salvador, lollowing the failure ot the general
strike o October 1980 and the general olfen-
wove el Janaary 1950 Tas has helped per-
siiade the PAMDIN Loy base 1lsell imstead on
Solt-sutiicient” hberated zones 1 the rural
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oo it rewont mond s and woeeks there bas
bt o real up o wstrikes i the aty, where
s et thousands ot werkers e soval
soctirty ottices, hankimg, waterworks and
o e el oliees bove been mvebved.

Eoe previsefy  this resurgence 1 the
waorkersT omosement o San Salvador —
Progichy abhout Byoao masstve tall m living

Soarndards —— which prosdes the real oppor-

Emily Doty tor aoeetirn v elass pohities i T

g | H‘ 5, M| Subvader and Norou successtul  ostruggte

i % E** HEA } azennst e relnee class, But to gamn troom this

T S _ x S P CE 5 wodesnive break waith the rrehbward-moving

S T - - polities of Al sections of the FMLN s
Guerrillas now seeking ‘'diafogue’ pecded &
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INTERNATIONAL: France

Poison gift

The European elections i I'rance
proved to be very successlul for
the extreme right. Gareth Jenkins
looks at the tascist growth and
how best Lo fight e

Wl o vore of st over T peroent Hue Bisgist
Fromr Natioanad came wathon spathiog Jdisenoe
ol beatirg the Commnest Poarts e thind
place m the Freoch Faiopean eleciims, This
Dreakihrough inte clectoral sespectibalit
glves (0 Len seals o the Buropean paclament

and i~ the culnmoitient o s rapad process ol

srowth starung wieh the muanacipal clecions
tn spring 193,

Whoere the Frontdid paricalarly we b wos
i the capitl and orle
centres. [n the Parisian ared and subuibe g
ot votes as ngh as 15 pereent, wihiic an
Mirscrlle mothe south 1t il o record 26
poreenle [ ot these sreas, tho e nis besinan
cquulhy spectacular decline o the OF 7. Eog-
tantes, b Marseile, tor eaamnle, s wvoie
dicepped by oearks Ball e cosnpirs o with
1979, A sinvlare, of Tess catastrepbe s wallier-
I sty of e O vole was also g oeahis
i the fred bell ol the capad,

The Socmlst Poarey fared woss baadig
thoughal toe lost ground, amd the rrahie-wine
marfanientiary oppasition cmercod s ahe
iargest block.

Fhe dhstention rate was s by cane

lavrge s sl

i nlal staonddiardds, etk oeecpali s ST 0

dhe clectornte vatenge s Dins cnad e s
the cotlapse ol the CP woge sacther than
desertion im droves too the rigin amd exteeme
RTUAIE

Marketing

Who and what s the frome Sgnaal? e
Prgure of JTean-Nare Le Pen, darosomad whaoa
the Front wascreated m F97 2 doniimaed the
hoardings throughour the compeien. A
Former prarachuti=t, he taooelin o the ant-
independence war Praoce fovught and Lt in
Tado-Chiw and Alveria, Curreatly be s the
dirccton of o recond compan suarketing
such hursas Yotoes and Songes o the e
Revolution (euess wlhich one,

Uintd recently, by, afomg with o che oty
warring groupleds ob the cotreme reebd, could
be dissesed ax i bad ek s polines drew
therr mspuratien froam a0 the dead-emd and
deteated politteal spiions ot the cigt: colla-
Brovaton under Marshatl Pélan wniv the
gy g nad borees, the shophecpes moye-
nent led by Povparde vamls atcemptong o
resist o the modernsatnen b 1the French
coonary i the anid 30 andd the deehird
wlide settler eppositiom o Adseroon in-
dependeney,

Wit e transtormed the vnapep. e
Lo Ponuto aoharsmatis Dot is e Dature
al the letranotlive tosobve the crr s T his bas
given Do the opsaorieney to exndoane ahe

Foradbs, WO LS 1 o s el ot b g

cone o the surface. The denmonelogy ot

bswlsmy has bogun to make sense.

Connmunists {and socialisgst realty are the
griemy. [s not their government presiding
OVer growing unemplovment, wiee lrecses,
cuts 11 benelit? Aliens are (oo our midse, Do
they not compele with us tor jobs, Tive at! onr
resorrees, threaten iy and order By tlhear
oot bty These maues are the raw e
[e Pen has plaved an time sind e agon,

emoralised by Lherr goveroment -
rreachersy, many ol those onhitanes wh
Foughl 1o gel the ettt posverin 1951 Siek
dandnswer, o e absenee ol oo revedutnonirs
adternative, Lo Pon's stnrdent denuieogs hus
Lo it echo among thoase least abbe to desl
vith the accamulating niseries o e the
decaving suburbs of the Lirge cities. Wit
votnd be more matural thoo fopick on ihoae
cguitly the victims of the crsis, living m the
wEe nvironment, but eastly identilable by
the cotour of ther shind

(s this fctor whichexplanns whiy ool
France Le Ponomade ik ingpact, seloie
Lhe <tronghoids of the Loty fsach as the rod
bolt” of Parls and the Marseidle region) b
mielt greater. (kn the
sottth T o Penoalse prcked up the pied wedy

P! wils e

Aoy — The vore of Tormer she ressdengs of

Alucrialy

Suo mach, then, for the [efCs respomsein!y
Por s o debacle and the rese of T Poen,
What, though, o! the composition ot the

Le Pen teliing Georges Marcha:s,
feader of the CFP, and an invmigrani 1o
pack their hags.

Cartoon taken from Le Monde

Front’s base? Opirton polls, tor what they
arc warth, suggest the Totlowing,

Iirst. between 200 and 25 porcent of s
support comes lton =mall busimessnen, The
sittae frgures apply 1o the bberd pieste sanns
Cdowcrons, aawvers, S,

second]v, the Front e muaede Dittle sared
it vouath, Ondy 9 percent of the T8 1o M0
ey seein oo ve soled for Lo Poa ik
Juainst 30 percent tor e oadieong! sl
and 21 pereent For the Socsaliet Poaag,
Flovwgser, that s stk 3 pereent s then bor
L P

Thirdiv. o terms ol politcal proterences. o
thind o Le Pen's voters identily clearhy with
Phe exrreme riabe Anohe, thint oo e ibe
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traditional nght-wing paries, Howewer, as
many as I perceat of Lo Pen'™s veders sec
Lhenselves s an the left or as ecologically-
it ded!

The evidence snggests, theretore, thial as
el e Pen's base s onelther hardinne foscest
e vouthlub, Tl may apyrear tooouche bis
suceess [egual e Powade™ 30 vearsano) Tess
worrving. But il shoald not.

[Firsr. unlike Poupoade, Le Pen has or-
witntsation. Secondly, the ccononne baom of
the St provided  no objectave base for
Pascasit That s clearly not the cise today . TF
nirvrmal political processes tail 1o resolve the
Cresis 0 the wday the bourgeoisie want. ihe
Bacet optiem could become wempling,

UG wleaer thian e Poay sl dose o (e 1
cxploing his clectoral soccess 1o nurke an
gt on the strecis, condrol of which 1
cribc Ll for every Pascist oeveiment, e s
alread y mrade o etfective it rvantien o e
M~ cletponsteition called by the sradotiomad
reahb o in protest ab o the 2overmment s
plans Lo hring provate {Carhohe) educiton
bl mreaner st seners o,

W ocon eapect more ol the siimee, pluos
preater condidence e oorgansed vty
dganest the fetr amd aealnst mmnmgrints,

Initiative

The reat tiogedy s the ahsence of any
prospect al a French eguivadent to the Ann-
N Peogue. The condimons are of couarse
difierents but somie kind of tirtiatnoe needs to
be comstderad betare either the boont's or-
sanisaticn tues hardened Goonour las o thaat
Lo Pen s consadered oo maederate by some
lactionst ar its wider support has
crvstalle ed.

Vnfonunatels . metther Mol orgiiasi-
1ot ol e revadnfeonsers [l seens able or
willing tor take such an inttiative. Although it
his backed Tocal ani-Rascist mobalisations,
Lite Faoiee Compnioiisie Kevsdorionnane
(Fronch section ol the Foarth Tateroatonat)
Appears 1oorest content with a4 peneral ex-
hartanoen o "the governmuent of the workers”
parties” 1o chage o8 cutastroplie polivies.

fantre Chevriere, on the other liand., takes o
muach harder e e Pen, accordimg 1o them,
1w i premsonted el ot the lett makes o the
wolking clas<™ and they point out shat the
resudt of makinge workers pay Lor the crisis s
deep demoraleabiion mside 1he cluss, The
widb e sy ol LOYs denungcitm of the Tedt Yor
Followinye the same policies as the right 1s that
thev see Le Porvmore s asign of disatiecton
v as unnourgent threat that needs 1o be
IRV

A, i posctice, though fro dillereat
perspectives. both the DOR snd O negleor
the spectfic tusk o Tonking o build g wowve-
nienl capable of mobtiisme aemost Le Pen

Ot picee of gradtini in the Paris metro
read CYotes oo Pen’ Soonee won had added Cis
au the cnd Untortarels s o will tahe morg
tharn wie 1e amde the effect of To Penoon
I roneh pelities

o even 1T one s skl fears are not
redidiced wnd B Pon Latls to banle an hies pre-
ML SGUCess HHe mvaeDionsary ideas that b has
M st e e ptable ol pal) the whole
ol rench politios sharphy o the prghe
muche woworkers fphthaek ol the o
it ok moss dithowlts
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REVIEW ARTICLE

A lot of rubbish 1s abourt 1o start
pouring from our televisions
about the Olympic Games. Here
Colin Sparks attacks the games
tor their nationalism, rFacism,
sexism, and class bias, He goes
on to dream of the [uture
"Workers Olvmptcs” where sport
will lose these characteristics.,

Fyen it vou are hooked on sport, yvou will
probably lind thes year™s Olyinpie Games a
bit too much, The carruption s too near the
surliice. The US is using the games to pub-
licise capitalisnt. The USSR s boycorung m
revenge lor |9

On top ot all d, the Brnshoare,
predictably, providing Zola Budd and her
apartheid backers with the passports and
pupers they need to sneak 1 hy the back
dowr,

One of the lnes of ¢riticism that has been
voreed  even in quite respectable hberal
circles 1y that the modern day Olyvmipies
represent a sad decline from the good old
davs. The whole shebang, it 1s argued, s
pol out of hand. but I purged of s excesses
tt could be restored 10 a joly ofd sporting
event gust Bke 1t used 1o be,

This comtorung position s utnlortunately
quite untenable, The Olympme Games. even
in their antigue version, were adways bound
up  with onationalism, war, personal
skulduggery and every other undesiruble
Feature of clisss socicty, Organised sport, is
ustal. has prisvided the tocus o everything
that is worst aboul humamty.

Consider the current guesuon ol
commerciabtism,  The 1984 Olvmpies are
being run by o private company that aims (0
ma ke o profit, o this end cvery lastimch of
sponsorship has been sold. Starting with
things which might have some connections
with the Olyvmpics, like ofticial watches,
through mere yuestionable  (hings  hike
olficial typewriters, the st goes on to be-
corme absurd. There s, 1 am told, even 4an
afficial Qlympic prisen food.

The mind-bogeling connection between
the Olympics and San Quentin and Dart-
moor is guickly resolved when you reahise
that the title "official Olympic thingy’ means
padr that the manulacturers of ‘thingy’ have
paid the Olywmipic organisers a certain sum ol
maoney in order to use the nle ‘offical (Hym-
pic’. There s ne other CONRCCTION NECessury,

It 15 not at all the case that tine and inno-
cent old Olympie traditions are bemng put 1o
foul new purposes. [is true that the Ul or-
vanisers have made the commercial and
ideclogical function of things very clear by
logging off every mile ol the famous relay of
Lthe OHMympic toreh.

But this s no ceremony shrouded in the
mists ol obscure antiquiry, [t was n fact
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TH GOOD: Jesse Owen, who upset
Hitler's plans for an Aryan Olympics

dreamt up as a tvpical prece ol ham
propaganda by the Nasi orzanisers of the
1936 Berlin Olvipics, where the official
Olympic salute, of course, was mare tirmhiar
in other contexts.

The scale of marketing might be new. bul
the principle is not. The Rome Olynymes had
46 sponsors, Montroeal Tk, Muoscow . just e
prove that state capitalism could catch up
and owtstrip the west, had 200 such officid

Olvmpic produocts.

Exotic

In tact, Los Anoeles, o rather the provatye
corporation running the games (the Los
Angeles Olvinpie Organising Comnputiee ot
LAQOCY, have only let our 3 oftiend
spansorships, costmg between 4 anid 15
million dollars cach, The names o these will
not sarprise you: AT&T, General Motors,
Atlantic Richiteld, MacDonalds, Cowa ol
FEM, Lovi Strauss, The more esotie S NNALS
goods are parl of less prestigious aperution
organised by a further 43 concessimanres,

The need tor this Targe-scale marketing
operation arises trom the staggecing cont of
the games, They are sao bound up s the
prestige of compelng pational sties that the
cost of staging cach one has risen,

The 1976 Montreal Qlvmpics nearly ank-
rupted the ity Jeaving its citizens the gsk ol
paving ofl a bilion-dollar deficit. Moscow
was even worse. Thore s o Russian jobe
which runs something Tike this: “There are
three stages o the Olymypies, Farst, prepare
for the Games. Sccond, hold the Games.
Third. reconstruct the ceonomy.’

Socialist Review Jubyv/ Avous 1954

The torch of reaction

I the course ol ther maodero Tnstors the
Obvimpic games have been g Tocis For abmiosd
cvery ce of the most reactiennry ideological
mpord et capitalisn,
nationabisae, T he Qecmans, Tosers of the nn-
pericdist wurs ol 19Ld-1918 and [939-35,
were nol invited 1o the pames held by the vie-
tors 1o Paris 1 1924 and Lomdon i 948,

But mationalism, tostered b the rude thi
Meltirts, er athleles, are e tor the
games, is only one part of it The foomader e
Coubaerting treedd very hamd 1o koo swoomen
ot ol the Crnnes:

W Teel that the Otvimpue Cranmes st be
reserved Por men. Wo must continug Lo
try tordchieve the tollonamng defimtion s the
solgmin and perodico exaltiation ol male
athleticsm watl
Beas, Tosalby as o mcans,art 2or s svtting

winid temale applause s reward s

[Te did ool fad completels. Woenen are
St bonned Frony contpetiog mosonme Clyn-
pic cvents bike the pole vauloand the tniple

props ol Tk
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wump. There wall, w1 Los Angeles, b 134

cyvents bor e n apathst 61 Ferwonmen. bl
5 are ~eprowited.

Racisnt, too, 15 as Olvmpe as putting rhe
Shor, Seurh Adrica parocrpaeed i the Crantes
fram 908 o T9a Dharing that peried any
bluck athlete who wanted s commpete biad 1o
cmigrnite and represent cnother colntr,
2ol Budd s the firse whute o tev the ik,
and Tor less hoooarabie reasons.

In taet, elass projudice hoas been s con-
stant o Fackor in the Obvmpees, The nmove-
nicnd 15tk otficiadly aarene” and that has
always heen g sign of cliss exaelusivenoss in
sport — For esample the ongmal spliv be-
twoeen Rugby League and Rughy Lnion was
oyt the question ol the paynent ol plivers,
with the northern working class clubs tnsist-
ing on that might while the upper cliss
sortthern clubs tnsisted on amate nrsi,

Amateurism  ongmally meam that
person o independent means couldd spend
pore tme frammg than a person who had o
privileged job, and they in turm coukd spend
more time treamog than someone forced w
work Jong hours. In other
amateurism made 0 very difticult tor the
worker to compete on eqgual terme,

OF course. anuileurism s mereidsngls
beconte a charade, Although the current st
up still abviously makes it much maore diti-
cult I'or & worker to compete on el terms.
vartous torms of sponsorsiup mean that the
most talented working class athletes can sell
themselves to advertisers or mibitary bureau-
cracies or calleaes in order w get the ume
needed to train 1o o hgh level

The thorcughly nasty brew ol the moder
Olympics rested on a number of equally
masty Toundations,  De Coubertin, the
founder, locoked in particular to the English
pubtic schools and o the ancient (rreck
garhes. Of the English public schools we will
not speak, but the antique model 15 yet
another of the myths surrcunding the games.

worlile,

A



The Greek Olvinpics certainly existed —
Fram 776 BC 1o al least 260 A D). They were
ain deolomcal cvent in the narrowest sense
— torming part ol a religious ritual which
mcluded a sacrifice ot 1) oxen 1o Zeus.s

The vrigins of the arthletic events were in
preparatton for war, They tncluded a foor
race i tull armour, boxing, wrestling,
charot racing and no-holds-barred vnarmed
cambuat. Although Lhey were not the horrid
bloodbath ot the Roman games, they were
prewy roush: killing vour opponent was not
legatly recognised as muorder,

Slaves. the people who did (the bulk of the
work, could not compewe of course. Nor
could women, except by proxy in the charnaot
race. wliere the prive went to the owner
rather than the competitor, Even then they
could not vollecl stnee women were banned
frome the enfoe games.,

The military arigims of the games were
conlirmed by the fact that Sparta, the most
militarised of the Greek states and the model
for maoy modern {uscist dreams, was the

maost suceesstul curly breeding ground of

winners, Later, the games became more
narrowly specedized. being dominated by
athieres obliged by the rules (o trian For en
months of the vear amd who won big cash
PIlses,

PO ome of the signs of the weaknesses of
the modern workers” movement thar the
Olvipics, despite the muterings  about
Moscow and Los Anpgeles, are stidl the un-
challenged centre ol world achlerics, This has
mf @l been sa, The perad of mass work-
g classactivity atter the first world war saw
Srome Glempls 1o sel up working class
sporting cvents as an allernative,

The orgamsers banncd German  and
Austrian athletes from both the 1920 and
1924 Olvmpies. The largely social demo-
critlic workers' sporis association responded
by orgnnismg international working class
sporting cvents like  the 1926 Workers'
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apartheld ban

Clympics held in Frankturt under the slogan
"No more war . The British delegate cimmed:
CTE wars are won on the playing Delds of
Eton., peace can be won  on o the
democratic sportshields ol the Waorkers
Internattonad Olvimpiads.”
The fine phrases were, however, not quure

houest: all members and supporters of

Communist-nitihiated  workers sporis -
gamsations were hanned from participatiog.
In response a Waorkers™  International
Spartakiad was held in Moscow in 1925
Although the programmes of these cfforis
contaimed the samce sort ot compotitive
events ds Lhe hourgeors Olvmpies, thev also

b il
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THE BAD: Zola Budd, getling around the
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had inass-parucipaton sporting and cultural
activities budlt tn (o try and avaid the sort of
chitism  thar already characterised the
bourgeors games.

The Spartakiad, forexample, ended with a
radss Ssports theatre” event on the theme of
the hattle between the world proletariac and
rhe world bourgeoisie, We can sympathise
with those comrades who found therr revolu-
trorary Jduty lJay n enacting the role of the
hourgeosic,

Adl wings of the workers” movementin the
1920 and 19305 recognised the danger of
aflorwtng the bourgemsie free reign i the or-
sansation ot one of the most poputar of
leisure activitics. There will be absolutely no
challenge  (w the orgy  af  competitive
natienahism o Los Angeles,

Along with Cloca Cola and Levis, we are
going to be sold the idea that competition 1s
the highest human virtae, We are going to be
asked to wdentty some upper class idiot ora
horse as ‘our’ representative 1o same obscure
horse trialb and (o cheer them against the
upper class wdiots of other states, We are
poung o be asked o believe that “our’ boys
and arrls are un hoenourable lot and thalt
iheirs” are full of low cunning and dan-
seros drugs.

A the amazing thing is thatit will work.,
Many of the socighists who howled st the
nabnonalism that was stirred up over the
Ialk Liinds wiall cheer along with the super-
patriors when the same Union Jack and the
sunwe National Authem come up on the telly
1o celebrate some sporting riumph.

Nasty stufl, and dangerousll

Maxt af the facis, I not the opinions, in this
ariiele gre qeken from an excelfent new book
af evsavy cited hyv Afan Tomiinson and Garry
Whannel, Five Ring Cureus. f1is published by
Pharo FPressfor £2.95 and, despite being sofr on
st is well worth g read It will provide
wepnetiing o pasy the time when the only thing
ar the baox iy all tun damned sport.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Selling yourself

Pop goes the Culture
Craig MoGrregor
Pluto Presy £1.95

F hate Rock and Roll,
Tony Tyler

Vermiffon paper £4.95

[ cin think of noe other subject
which causes o much plain un-
sullicd rubbish to be written g bhout
1 as popular muesic, In what other
arca of Journdlism couald o Juehe
Birchill have ‘nisen’ to having
column in the Suaday Times or b
widely pubhished. Incoherence,
pretentious, glib and lacile are the
hallmiarks of maost wroitings an the
subjoct,

When 1
writing and attemipts at hinking 1L to
politics then the best on offer in the
press is Simon Frith. 1Y S1mon Frith
1+ the best, just think what the worst
15 like, Music journatiom as a whole
is borh the worst and most pre-
tenticus form of woiting around, it
makes football reportage read hike
Jane Austin.

The reasons for this siate of
affairs are many and vaned. They
include:; the eifects ol having to
hype 2 new dynamic sound every six
months. The claustraphobic and
unrcal world of rock journalism —
the record compames — and the
music papers. The pretentiousness
ot the whole process etc. Also the
style ol writing that bhas developed,
4 style which has degenerated from
what was called in the 00°s “new

cComes Lo ‘serious’

Journalism’,

New journalism was created 1n
America in the 60y as part of those
turbulent tumes. included the then
new papers such as Koffing Stone,
Villaze Molee and writers such as
Tom Woolic, Norman Mailer and
Hunter § Thompson, It was an
attempt to describe the excitement
of the times In 4 modern idiom. to
put across what if Telt like 1o be a
part of rebelhon, of sex and drugs
and rock and roll etc. And some of
it was and is good writing.

Ego

Atoats best 1F was [ast, lunny and

dynamie, making you empathisc

wilh what 11 fell ke to be involved
im the events, Al S WO, (1 was
seif-obsiessed, bopped down in the
detatled doings of the journatist ro
the point of obliteratimg the event
that the woiter was involved o, It
could be one long ego trip. But in
both good and bad the wrwer be-
came the subject of the writing, The
journalist was transformed Itoim a
Facceless reparter of cvents Lo 4 star
in his or her own right,

This tradinoen of the journabist as
star 15 one that has demimated
music journalism [or many yvears.
As a process that breaks the ivberal
myth af the objective reporter there
15 rothing to criticise it lor, Indeed
some of the best writing of the leit in
the 20th century has been 1n this

siyle, Jobin Reed™s Fea favs that
Shoovk  the Warld or Orwell's
Homare o Carafonig are hrilliant
camples ol the wriler beimg o
central character in the wreting,

Buuio these socialist works itwus
used o politicise the “objpective’
reporting. It was used w widen the
writing, 1o pul polities mto 1he des-
cripricny or Wy dbnstrate ancden, D
wits used to comiment on the events
witnessed and 1o put forward a
political view,

Hut i new gonrnalism the writer
becarme the subject nat 1o put the
polities of the writer but to put tor-
wiuTed 1he writer as a star. As the utle
of one ab Mailer’s books putitim Aa
Advereisemenr e Muself,

Birth

In che hands ot a good woter and
in i penod of great esoitentent the
new  Journdbizm prodgoced  soome
good writing, But since then the
sivle and the socl mosements
which gave birth to il have moved
on. And 1t is a degenerated form
that now dominaes the NAMED The
Faece and all the rest. Both Pop goey
the Cutrure and 7 Hate Rock aund Roff
can be seco as difterent ends of the
spectrum  in the degenerated new
Journalism style.

o ilaee Rock aned Roll wothe siyle
hronyght bo s selt-obsessed Tronts, 1t
15 pure crap, In passing Tony Tyler
supports  US  imperialhisoe e
Vietmn, hates punk and the A‘Hl
fur wihat they stood tor fletr-wing
polities maxing with music) and
seems Lo believe that all hus been
lost since (954,

His musical taste resembles o
vounget  Jiowny Younyg and  he
could shp into the Timmy Young
show  on Radie 20 wath easce.
Lyaminating the book thoupl s
Tonoy Tyvler himscl presented moan
unpleasant  right-wing  rant. So
much tor theong Gme assiskint
cditar of the MAFE,

Cranvg MoeCrregar’s Pop croey the
Clreffure 15 a0 Tdr mare serious work
and with an introduction by Simon
Irith giving it the thumbs up is a
sorrd example of one ol the off-
shoots of new Journalism. Again il
15 halt diary, the wriler s never out
ot sight, a collection of thoughts,
idess and observations, Bur 1oin-
cludes  a longish  deseniption o
Gramscl's concepl ol hegemuony.

..AND oN SLEEVE

NeTES MR
MILES ©

"RITIN
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In tact i good explamition spoilt
by a tymical misuse of the wea to
sttty the vahdoy ol ideolopical
struggle’ as o foran of stroggie mo-
sl or in the words of Simon Frich
o pracuse.” The central core ol
the hoark s still the writer but now it
15 Uhie writer s abseeagl theoriser.
Frrom knowing what the writer cats
in the guete w the oo at Wood-
stoch  whike histeming 1o Jom
Mutchell we now have the latest
ook stoad theory on the caltural
hepemony.

Movements

The buook is really a collection of
Jditterent  articles  written in the
carlier 70s through to 1983, thaugh
not 1 hustoreat order. But s clear
how the weiting has changed and s
an example ol how one leftollshoot
ol rock journalism has evolved,

From impressionistc des-
criptioms ot America mn the 708 —
the street e — Fafl of szl and
zappy prose o the 805, ponderous
and  grapphng  with  sociological
[Er Ny,

McGregor's great lonve 1s Jazz, his
chapter on Arerica in the 7k s the
hoest i spute of s meveity and lack
of any theory. He hikes ordimary
people, rare for an intelleciual, and
he can. when he doesn’™ ger carried
away with himself, write well,

In the 80s and back in Australia
the subject 15 no longer streel liie
and the joys of 1t all, but trying to
come 10 rerms with the new grim
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times and rhe farlure i the 6 mood
ro chanee the world. Not o nselt a
bad reaction vou may think. But the
effect s to gt off the strects and
it the seciwological semnar, and
unde rtumately ol the wrong
the crnes.

The sociclopey of ruck 15 now o
subject to he found in the palys and
universities.  The uabtlity  of
capitabism to absorb and sell all
rebellions cxcept workers” revolp-
Lion fwhen they [ad o can even sell
that) s shown by its transformation
ot the underground press and music
scene ol the vouth rebellions to
lectuwre subjecrs on a poly course.
Even the most clearly working class
creations have been transtormed
into career structures tur the new
meddle class.

The wdeus of MoCrregor are a
nimble of disconnected thoughts
and theores about culture, plan-
ninE and society. But throueh it all
i5 the ideua that the dominant pawer
relationships found in society are
the creations of ideas and ideology.
The ‘rulmg clites™ rele by manipula-
ban of ideas, by hegemony.

Fssentially MoGregor is a left-
liberal with some insights as to how
the system manipulates the media
but without an understanding of
class sociely or the central role of
profit (o the whole systen
Mesmorized by the surlace veneer
of capitalism he fails wo see 1he logic
of 1L the class structurc.

Tohun the hias apainst strikes 1s
one way by which anelie rules and
mampuiales people (Waccepting the
status quo, To him seciety iy a com-
plex web of power relationships
with no overall logic 1ol nocentral
core {the productive process) which
cregtes a drving force to sociely
(the  class struggle) and so no
revolutionary solmnms —— he sees
the way forward by working within
the movements,

Battle of idecas

Elis deseriptions of some of the
muitics, of how much intellectual
ack1vity 15 based on a dislike of or-
dinary people are pood, He demon-
strates how the humour of Barry
Humphries s based on Lthe most
reactionary of ideas, He shows, or
ab least attempts to, how town
planmng and the media hoodwink
and crush people,

What 1 missmg 15 a sense of
propuortion, o general franwewuork o
put the processes that he describes
nite, Pop or jokes are pot central 1o
maintaining the status guo, The
crealion of ruling class hegemonys
not a senies of equal processes of
thought mampulation,

This 1s nal to say that all we ever
shauld be interested in s strikes, but
that they are imporwant to us oot be-
cause of some strange obsession
with getung up at 6.30 in the morn-
g o visit pickel lines but becguse
sociely and s many lavered levels
ut appression and cxploitation has
@ ogie 1o It

The logic and determining factor
operating throughout society, one
which reappears and ‘corrupts’ all

34
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art, s profit. Behind the facade of

society lies the class struggle based
on the point of production.

A miners” serike 5 of far greater
mnportance than the elfects of 50
Benny Hill shows or getting (en
nemher ane hts by Paul Weller,
Popular caltare reftects all the ¢con-
traditions of sociely, can give voice
tor the oppressed. point a way to the
socialist potential inside capitalism,
help or hinder the class struggle.
But it 1s not a prime way by which
power relationships are creqted,

In a ¢ertain way the transforma-
Liam oof the writer into a starin his or
her own right has fed this notion of
them as cultural warniors in the
struggele for socialism (Cpop
practise’ as Simen Frith ealls i), As
MeCirepor writes misunderstanding
Crramsci:

“intellectuals ... (have) a crucial
role 1o play, l'or the intellectual
was first able to comprehend the

intricate workings of the
hegemame  state and com-
prehending i, combat e’
(pldl).

Both the old new pournalism and
the present ‘pop-practifionsrs’ give
price of place to the writers or
creators of  culture, The class
strupgle becomes nol the area from
which all ¢lse n society 15 deter-
mined, but just one of the many
citects of the determining
ideological struggle. The vanguard
of the revolution are the creators of
ideoiogy.

Socialism becomes not the aciive
creation of the working class—sel-
emancipation — but winning the
battle of ideas — the left mtellec-
tuals exposing ruling class
hegemony and creating 2 counler
culture.

Apart froem this being elitist and
downgrading workers o consumers
ol the correct ideas or buyers of the
right-on records and deologically
sound  g@es, 1toas reformist, [t
imvelves  abandoning a  revolu-
tionary strategy on all levels,

*Orver the years TI've come to
reabise thal the only safe and
permanent way of combatting
the dominant 1declogy 15 10
employ our opposition in struc-
tures To be specific, this
means developing and working
through political parties such as
the [.abour Party, and through
such mass movements as the
trade unions, co-operatives, the
women's movement, and the
Hberation movements (sexual,
black, unemploved); breaking
down the mass media chains ...
making a profound overhaul of
the education system ... It also
means pushing through radical
initiatives 1n the law, the con-
stitution, the electoral sysiem,
parbiament itself, financial
system, tax ..

This is a straightforward re-
formist package of modifyving the
present society by using the existing
state structure and wsing Gramsei

to Justify 1! After all the insights on
the working af pernicious ideas
comes the most naive concept of a
neutral state machine and a pro-
grammeg list of reforms that would
look fine 1 a conference of the
Young Liberals.

As with much of the new coltural
warriors, Gramscl or Althusser are
used (o justify a move o the right,
The McCregor of the s was
uwtopran and naive but at least he
was in the sireets and 19 2 vague sort
of way wanted the mass of the
people to change society, now it's
just old fashioned reformuism pre-
sertted in a new fangled language
and with a Eurocom gloss.

Popular culture can serve many
cxciting and useful tunctions for the
revofution and ones that the left
perhaps does not use as much as it
could. It was for example very good
that the *‘New Order” did a gig for
the miners, its greal that the AME
gave two pages to Marxism 83 {(cir-
gulation over 300,000, readership
much maore), it's good that music
shows the creativity of the working
class that could be unlgashed f
capitalism was smashed.

But the system 15 not going 1o be
destroyed by song like 3 modern
day Jericho, and moreover 1o those
whao do see hegemony and 1declogy
as the central area of struggle
(Scritti Polittt ete) the ideas of a
gutted Gramsci have been used to

argue lor a retormist sirategy and
with a left cover.m Noel Halifax

Well-intentioned drivel

Here for good

Stephen Castles
Flure Press £7 .50

Ttus s an analysis ol immigration
mter Western Europe since the
second  world war and includes
many usetuf facts and figures but 15
essentially well intentioned drivel.
The problem with the book is that
in trytng 1o understand 1mmigra-
tion Castles fits it into an economic
medel of capitalism that is confused
and wroneg-headed. The core of the
problem s irying toexplain the long
boom of 1948 1o *73

It would scem from the book with
its brief reterence to Mandel and an
attempt to explain that mythical
creature ‘the long wave’ that the
author has a very confused notion
of how the svstem works. If the long
boaom was the resuitof a 'long wave’
why did it startin 19487 IF it 1s due to
long term developments of new
lechnology this merely begs the
question as to why do inventions
seem to happen in rhythms?

It is akin to the “O" leve] history
world view where the development
of industrial capitalism is the con-
sequence of the invention of the
steam  engine and the spining

jenny. Peopie and classes disappear

1o be replaced by the “restructuring
of capital” and objective economic
Factors.

S after a rambled attempt to

explain the [ong boom as a resulc of
the long wave, rebuilding afier the
war and the restructuring of capital
(whatever that mav be) Castles adds
on his own theory of immigration,

The theory and reasoning are as
follows. The reason for high profis
and hence growth is the cheapness
of labour provided by the inflow of
immigrants, In other words,
immigration counteracted the ten-
dency of the profit level to fall,
caused by the umions and high
wages. When after 1973 immi-
gration was stopped the cnsis was
brought on, In Britain where immi-
gration was stopped much earlier
the boom was less pronounced and
the recession deeper and earlier,
eLc., etc.

Against all the writings of Marx
the declining rate of profit isnot the
result of more machinery per
worker but the result of high wage
settlements, Lmmigration in this
analysis then allowed Western
Europe (o grow by countering this.
What was happening in Eastern
Europe is not made clear.

It would be difficult to list all the
aobjections to this analysis as u
would take too much space. But in
this time of high unemployment in
Britain and Western Europe 1t
seems odd to argue thata major fac-
tor in determining capitalist growth
15 the size of the reserve army of
labour. If it was why the slump of
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the 30s or why hasn’t there been a
boom 1n Ulster for the past 40
vears?

[t i5 aiso yet another analysis that
implicitly blames all the world’s
wies on the workers, In this case 1t
15 the white indiginous workers of
Furope who are seen as benefitting
from the growth of the system by
geltting good wages and conditions
caused by the cheap labour of the
immigrant workers. The book is
devond  of the shghtest under-
standing of the Marxist concept of
exploitation. It is not another word
for the most oppressed.

Finally the book 15 reformist to
the point where its retorms clash.
The vision pffered for the future is
not of socialism and an end to all
exploitation and oppression but a
nice liberal reformed capitalism. It
15 4 well intentioned work yet the
contradictions of Castle’s re-
tormism are painfully obvious.

For example, the book 15 against
sexism and the oppression of
women, at the same ume it is for
maintaining  ethnic  cultures and
communities. What happens when
the ethnic culture includes the
oppression of women, hatred of
gavys, the maintenance of the family
with the male head as unchallenged
leader ete? Confused? Y ou would be
it you tried to act on the analysis

offered by this book.s
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Revolutionary spark

Revolution in Seattle
Harvey O'Connor
Lefe Bank $7.50)

It courage was enough then
America’s early socialists would
have achieved socialisnt by 1919, By
then they had led bitter struggles
against the bosses and the stale.
Many of them went (0 prison lor
opposing the war,

But it was not true that any ol the
socialist organisations ok a clear
starid  on the  war. Even the
Wohblics (Industrial Workers of
the Warld) et it up to individual
comsciences whether to fipht the
war. With tragic arony, Wesley
Everest. a war heroy and TWW
member, was lynched by rednecks
whilst stll o uniform,

Thoush Fugence Debs, the
Sacialist Party candidate for presi-
dent, went 1o prizon for his ant-war
vicws, his party did not oppose the
war either. From his prison cell he
organised  an clecuon campaigh
thai wort mm nearly a million votes.

The Communist Party was not
yet born, and when 11 was, 1L was
wedk and divided.

The periad that O'Connor
documents, noat as an armchair
acadenmic, bur as an actual par-
noipant, was 4 perod when the
ideus of Lenin and the Bolsheviks
had not been taken up in any

serious way by the militants and-

soclalists of America.

Over-romantic

In a kot ol wavs itwas i golden age
ot class struegle, and its all too casy
1a beconie over-romantie abwut the
characters in Harvey's book, and
hard 1o be critical. Yel unless we are
critical we are doomed o make the
same mistakes and sulter the same
deleats., Without being eribcal 10s
not possible o noderstand why the
heroic working class struggles of
America peaked in 191% and were
not Lo go forward agam until 1934,

Though the syndicalists of the
early 19005 never sugveeded 1 thelr
atimn of building o b amien, for
short periods they involved thou-
sands tn thelr orgamsalions, For
shord spells they had hadl mass cir-
culation newspapers and member-
shiip. But it was always lemporary,
rising and fulling with the struggle.

Fur ¢xample aiter the Lawrence
sirthe e 1912 dhe DWW had 10,000
menthers, by the summer of 19903
there were only 70 lefr,

Thoush the book tails to pet o
grips with =uch problems it s an
honest appraisal of events.

The book s a8 wonderliul iro-
Juction o the Amcrnican  class
struggele, and chapter abter chapua
miakes  enthralling  reading. Bor
exampie:

e October 1919 0 tranload
ol 50 freighn cars brought (o the
Part ol Scattle a shipment
Labelled sewrny machines,
destination  Yiadivostock. A

longshore crew, wondening why
a country engaged in civil war
would be Importng  sewing
machines, gocidenatly dropped a
crate on the dock. The ¢latier
that e¢nsued came not from
babbins, shuttles or wheels, but
trom riftes. They were being sent
to the counter-revolutionist
Koichack. The longshoremen’s
union telused o load the cargo,
and natified other ports of their
action,’

The book is tull of such cpisodes,
ol lynchings, massacres, Wobbhes,
feminists, socialists. free speech
Mghts and much maore,

Surprisingly enough the weakest
chapter 15 that which the whole
hook is based on—the Scatrle
general sirike. The pubiishers ol the
book 1ty to give the impression that
here was 4 soviet, “For the first time
in America, labour ruled a city’,

Untortunately the truth is less
dramatic. There was a gencral
strike. but hardly a sttuauon of dual
power. Indeed 1ts tarlure was an
opportunity to start a ‘red
scarc—spreading hke a bioodsian
across the whole nation’.

The strike started m February
1919 ju support of shipvard workers
fighting for a living wage. It had
been called by 3040 delegates from
all trade unmions in the ¢ity. This in
tern clected a committee of 15 to
run the strike. “Silence reigned over
the city—Labour Guards patrolled
rthe streets with orders 1o disperse
any gathenings of union men.’

Huwever there were no
patherings to disperse. The strike
leadership of moderates had
succeeded in persuwading workers to
stay al home. The sirike was sobd
bul passive, no demos, rallies or
pickets,

Exemptions
The strike committes busied iself
giving excniptions for emergencies,
and providing food for the needy.
The bosses made  no move Lo
hegotiale. This conflused the leader-
ship who had belicved that a general
strike would magically win without
any real struggle. Yery rapidly they
lost their nerve and bepan to Jook

for ways to cnd the stnike.
Thaugh they could find noexcuse
for ending i, their retusal o leid
and their attempts to cod the strike
sor demoralised the delegates that
after five days they voled e 2o back
Lo work, Noguins or assurances had
been won, so the shipyard workers

were leit to fight an alone.
Trowsky, writing on the general

strike 10 Britain, had stated:

‘A meneral sirtke s the
sharpest form of class straggle.
[t ix onbty one step from the
armed insurrcetion. This s
precisely why the gencrul strike
more than any other farm of
class  strugple. requires clear,
distingt and therefore

revolutionary leadershp.’

No doubt some of the
participants were influenced by
soviels, but that was only part of a
confused mixture of ideas that can
only be described as syndicahism.

The ideas behind the strike could
hest be summed up by quoting from
a {mion Record editorial {a mass
circulation rank and file socalist
paper):

“But the closing down of

Capitahistically controelled
industrics of Seattle, while the
workers organise o feed the
people, to care for babies and
the sick, to preserve order—this
will maove them, for this Llooks
too much like the taking over of
power by the workers—and that
is why we say that we arc
startipg on  a road that
leads—NO  ONE KNOWS
WHERE"' '
That precisely sums up the ragic
crrors made by the svndicahsts, A
utoplan concept of workers’
contral, but with no conerete plan
of how to achieve 1. ;With no
centralised leadership, not taking
the steps necessary tor victory, the
Wobblics and socialists of Scattle
did not differentiate  themselbves
from the moderate leadership, Nor
were [hey able to deal with the
state’s  wvicious response when it
CAIML,
The ruling class was clear what
the next steps were. The surrender

jed to the hounding of socialisis and
militants ahd mass unemployment
for the shipyard workers.

At the end of the chapter the
author claims that a revolutionary
spark did exist in Seatile. The trade
union leaders knew that as well as
the governmenl “and were martally
frightened’. By the third day of the
strike they realised that the Seattle
labour movement stood all alone.

P —

Confusion

-

In conclusion it 15 useful 1o recall
Creorg Lukacs on the faillure to
understand soviets and sceing them
as:
‘permancnt class organisation
and seek to replace party and
T1 orgamisations by them. they
in turn reveal their lack of
understandimg of the difference
between tevolutionary and non-
revolutionary  sitoalions, and
their canfusion as to the actual
role of the workers' soviets.”
That confusion was to  be
disastrous for Amernica’s
revolutionaries, a5 Scattle ampiy
proves. {n spite of therr personal
courape they were nnable 1o keep
their orgamisations intact in the face
of ruiing ¢lass reaction. In Russia
the vears ol reaction fram 1907 10
1912 torped a party ol steel. In
America the veurs 1919 1o 1929 saw
the creation of a desert,
Andy Strouthous

Detailed rant

Three who made a Revolution
Bertramn 1Y Woolle
Penguin £4.95

This book was first published in
1948, the year thal saw the start of
the cold war, and it shows it. The
ibree of the title are Lenun, Trotsky
and Stalin. In fact the book con-
centrates on Lenin from his first
political acts up 1o the first waorld
WT.

With sume 0-0dd pages 1t 1s a
detailed and almost year by year, at
some points day by day, account of
the warious splits and arguments
inside the socialist movement that
formed the Bolshewiks, Lenin is
shown to be g warm il hard man,
Trotsky brilliant, flashy and a bitof
a lonet: Stalin. a narrow-minded
thug and a creature of the party
machine.

S0 far so gnod you may think,
But the work is imbued throughand
through with cold war paranoa and
cbsessions. [U s both fascinating
and irtitating, fascinaling because
of the details and [acts, irritating be-
cause of 11s analysis,

Woolfe™s judgement an Lemin is
that he was a person internaliy split
helween the “western” Russian ideal
of democracy and treedom and the
“asiatic” tradition of elitism and in
the crucial points ol struggle the
asiatic part won through. Soin the
midst of g good eaposé of Stafinst
rewriting of histary there s pura-
graph after paagraph abour the

=

Sia

*Russtan  soul’
totabitanianism  and
wallle,

All through the book 11 as Clear
which side Woolle 1s onand it s not
the Bolsheviks, In parts it 13
straightlforward cold war rhetonc.
Yel in spite of the reactionary
analysis and the dishke of
Baolsheviks or workers generally,
the waork contains a wealth of de-
tails and descriprions of the revolu-
tionary movement. 1t you want to
buy just one history of Lenin and
the Bolsheviks buy Chif's history of
Lenin, If you've already got them
and wanl to read about the carly
Trotsky as a hippy-like drop out in
a commune, and in between right-
wing rants, descriptions of the splils
and rows of the Russian revolw-
tionaries in some deta], then this
hook s worth a glance,

Simon Crane

lin: narrow-minded thug

and Asiatic
other  such
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Morning sickness

[ spent one sunny Sunday atternocon last
month cooped up in the Wembley Conter-

cnee Centre reporting the Londan Annual
General Mecting of the People's Press Print-
ing Society. The PPPS s the co-op which
owns the Morning Sar.

On my way out a woman handed me a
small yellow leallet with a couple of biblical
quotations onit plus the explanation that she
had lett the Communist Party 15 years ago 1o
serve the Lord Jesus. This service she per-
formed by handing out such leatlets outside
Communist Party meetings!

[t was a bizarre ending to the afternoon.
But was 1t really mouch more bizarre than
what had been going on in the meeting?

The first bizarre thing was the number of
people actually at the meeting. Counting 1n
the six regional AGMs too there were well
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Chater has a plan

over 3000 people there o fight over the
future of the Morning Starv. Thal must be
several times the number who actually saff
the paper.

Presumabty the vast majority of the 3,000
plus were members of the Communist Party.
[ would be very doubtliul whether more than
that number regularly turn up to Communist
Purty branch meetings.

The second bizarre thing was the nature of

the tow., The meeting was split down the
middle. There were very few waverers, The
atmaosphere was vitriohc m the extreme.
There wasn't a speech that wasn't booed or
heckled. There were all sorts of petiy tricks
af manipulation and demapogy.

The plattorm, controlled by supporters of

Morning Star cdutor Tony Chater, were care-
ful to ensure that floor speakers had to speak
from nncrophones at the back.

On the other side CP general secretary
Czordon Mel.ennan ralbicd hes supporiers to
¢ standing ovauon after his own speech with
a wived clenched fist as 1l he had just seored
a goal moa foathball matel,

And vet both sides i this vicious row
claimed 1o by suppaorters of the OFs pro-

gramme, the British Road to Socialism.
Neither side eriticised the other's behaviour
aver. say, Lhe miners’ strike, the NGA dis-
pute, CND or — going back a bit — the
People’s Marches.

1 don’t think most people were being
insincere in their claims tostand forthesame
general politics, nor were they hidingimpor-
tant dilferences over the issues [ have
mentioned. For example, vou couldn't tell
from their behaviour in the current strike
that the CP leaders of the Scoltish miners
were for the CPexecutive inthe Morning Star
fight. while the CP leaders ol the Kent miners
were for Chater.

The same goes In general. You may
happen to know that the CPersn your own
union take one side or other in the Moraig
Star dispute, but you wouldn’t be able to
guess it {rom their behaviour on union
1S5ULS,

The third Bizarre thing about the meeting

vas the attitude of both sides to the future of

naper over which they are fighting so

nusly, The circulation ol the Morning
_'a¢ has been relentlessly declining tor vears.
In the second half of last year (betore
another hefty price increase in January) its
British circulation was down to 14,820, (In
addition another 14,415 copies wentabroad,
almost all 1o Eastern Rurope.)

Russians

It doesn’ take much imagination (o see
that with a total staff of over 150 (o supporl
sgoner or later the operalion 1§ Solng 1o 20
bust. T find it fairly amazing that 1t hasn't
done so already. Perhaps T una. restimated
the willingness of the Russians to help out —
they now pay for thewr coples a year In
advance. AL any rate it is now over three
years since the management of the paper
have been seriously sounding the Nnancial
alarm bells. Now they are talking about the
paper having six months unless something s
done.

Chater and most of the present manage-
ment committee do at least have a plan w
stop the Morning Star going bust. (Indeed 1L
15 this plan that sparked ott the current row
with the CI* exccotive, because they didn’t
tell the EC about 1ty The plan s to get the
Morning  Star presses to do commercial
PIINTIDE.

The plan looks pretty dodgy on straight
commercial grounds, A new press has 1o be
instalied, costing LROGO0O, the supposed
promises of work ook suspuiousty vague,
and so on,

Bui the realiv staggering thing about the
plan is that i starts frem effectively admit-
tng that the saies of the Morning Starare nol
going to be significantly raised in the foresee-
able future. In oy view ol course that is
absolutely correet -~ indecd T think cir-

culation will continue to sink, But remember
these people think they are produciog

really wonderful paper at the very centre ot
the working class movement,

Fqually staggering is the autitude ot
MceLennan and the party exccutive. They
have no alternative ‘plan’ for avoiding going
bust. In pointing owt the holes in Chater’s
plan they have probably alienated some non-
CP friends in the union bureaucracy they
would dearly love to keep.

But they also have only the shghtest
criticisms of the present stylke and content of
the paper, and virtually neo eriticisms of their
own totally unsuccesstul eftorts to rase the
circilation. In other words they are relying
on blind faith w avold the bailitts,

There is an explanation for all this bizaree
behuviour. With the cxception of a few
ruther ingenuous or downright opportunst
non-CP members who have been brought in
on cither side, the row about the Morning
Star is o row abeut the luture of the

Communist Party.

And the plain fact s that the Communst
Party does not have a future, because it has
no reason lor a separate existence. That has

Mclennan scores a goal

been o lor a long (ime, The effects have
however taken a long tme to work them-
selves oul.

Buit a sober look at the Commurnast Party
today reveals an organisation which 15 no
more lelt wing than much ot the Labour left,
no more theoreticalty minded, no more dis-
ciplined, not even any better able to mter-
vene 1n the unions. Both Burocommuanists
and Stulimists could Iind a quite comlortable
home 0 the Labour Party, and nol
necessarily on the lett of 1L

[n those crrcumstances diterences among
those who remain in the party mevitably
have an inereasingly unread arnd desperate
gquality.

Viewed from the outside that can make
good political gossip. But its actual con-
sgguences 1o the reab pobhiical world are
setimng smatler and smadler.

PPete Goodwin




