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MOXNTH

DECISIVE ACTION OF THE
N. E« C. IN INDIANA,.

The National Executlive Com=~
mittes of our party has acted
to elean up the situation in

the party in Indiana with a
promptness and decisiveness
that deserve the hilghest com=-
mendation. It has Dbeen obvi-
ous ever since the Detrolst
convention and the adoptlon of

the Declaration of Principles
that BEmma Henry and her small
group of die~hard right wingers
were not wllling to act as a
loyal minority. We must expect
differences of opinion in the
party. Intellectual struggle
on fundamental principles 1is a
sign of vitality and is not to
be discouraged and suppressed.

Two things wmust go with dif-
ferences of opinion on funda-
mental probleps: one, the maj~
ority must give the minority
the right to advocate its views;
bwo, the minority must be a
loyel minority, that 1is, it
must help %®uild the party and
not paralyze the activities of
the majority. The right wing
group 1in control of the state
of Indlana was not a loyal min-
ority. It went to the extent
of permlitting 1if not initiat~

ing a referendum for the state
to withdraw from the Soclalish
party. That constitutes trea-
son to the party and must ke
dealt with decislvely.

The NeE.C., suspended the Ind-
iana charter and sent Paul Por-
ter to take charge of the org-
anlzation on  bhehalf of the
Soclallist party. Fmma Henry
and her followers turned out to
be in a hopeless minority and
all indications are that the
party will advance by leaps and
bounds now that 1t 1is freed
from the dead hand of the right
winge

As was to be expected the old
guard of New York rushed to the
ald of their Indiana sympathlz-
8IS A supplement to the New
Leader hurls fire and brimstone
on the N.E.C. Underneath the
rage of the New York right wing
ers can bhe detected the fear
that the N. E. Ce¢ will act wlth
as much decislveness 1in the
case of every disloyal minorl-
ty. If 1t 1s true that the New
York right wing is preventing
about 600 members from jolning
the party because these new mem-
bers might help the militants,
then in our opinion the right
wing 1s gullty of absolute dis-
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loyalty to the party and should
be dealt with decislvely by the
N! EO C'

A justified eriticism of the
NeEJCoa is that 1t has not kept
the party membership well in-
formed about events 1n Indiana.
Wr.atever happens in any section
of the party is of tremendous
importance to the whole party.
The members must be mobllizcd
against any attempt to paralyze
the party and that means that
the N.E.C. must find ways and
means to keep the membership
informed.

B

ROOSEVELT AND TEE
A.F. OF L. LEADERSHIP

One of the pillars of the
Roosevelt administration  has
been the officialdom of the Am-
srican Federation of Labor.Un-
doubtedly reflecting the blind
confldence of the vast majorlity
of the laboring masses, Green,
Woll Lewis, Hillman and the
other leaders of American organ-
ized labor 1looked to the great
Franklin Delano Roosevelt to
make 1t easy for them to en-~
large the membership of their
International Unions. In turn
they were more than willing to
sing his rraises 1in and out of

season and to defend him a~
gainst attack from left and
I‘igh.tc

T"ne hope and faith ot the la=~
wor leaders in the great white
father sitting in the Whkite
House were due mainly to the imr
sertion of Section 7-A 1in the
National Industrial  Recovery
Act. The A.F.of L. offlclals
did a lot of wishful thinking.
They considered section 7-A as

a guarantee of the administra-
tion's interest 1in the organi-
zation of lakor and in collec~
tive bargaining. Had they héd
the slightest conception ef
what Marxism 1is and analyzed
the actions of the Roosevelt
aéministration from the angle
of class forces and relation-
ships they would have had no
difficulty in explaining what
actuated Roosevelt in consent-
ing to the 1insertion of that
section in the NRA. Anxlious to
get the support of the great
masses behind him in order to
keep the capitalist machine
functioning, he had to throw a
bone to the labor leaders in
the form of & vague formula-
tion of the right of labor to
organize into unions of their
own choosing.

The great mistake of the la-
bor leaders was not in takling
sdvantage of section 7-A 1n so
far as 1t created a conviction
emongst the workers that now
they had the authority of the
govermment 1in organizing uni-
ons but in actually relying on
the administration to stand
behind labor 1in the struggle
for union recognition. The Com
munists went to the opposite
extreme andé urged the insane
tactic of attempting to organ-
ize the workers for a struggle
against the NRA at a time when
they had the utmost confidence
in 1t. The correct attitude
taken by those who understood
how to analyze social relatlons
from a Marxist viewpoint was to
explain to the workers that
they must rely on their own
forcea and +thelr own strength
and not upon any law and at the
same time take advantage of the
psychological stimulus to orgar
ization which section 7-A furn
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isheds It was also necessary to
make clear from the very begin-
ning that there are grave dang-
ers lurking in the NRL and that
the organized force of the work~
ing class 1s necessary to avold
those dangers.

What happened was that a few
of the more astute la®mor lead-
ers actually saw the necessity
of launching an effective crga-
nizational drive while the vast
majority permitted the wave of
strikes following the slight im-
provement In economic conii-
tions and the ypassing of the
NRA to go by wlthout any great
gains for their organizetions.
‘The failure to organize th
workers 1n the automcbile indus-
try and 1n the steel industry
can be lald squarely on Creen,
Tighe and the rest of that gang
of fossilized "labor iileuten-
ants of the capltalist class'.
They relied on boards appolnted
by the administration to hold
falir elections and thus avéid
the struggles which are so ter-
rifying to them. They leaned
on broken reeds and now, after
the  workers  have exhausted
thelr 1nitial energles, thesas
labor officials are making
threats which no one takes ser-
iously.,

But labor leaders, to justify
their existence, must show some
results., And when the heavy
hand of the govermment upon
which they relied keeps shoving
them back they btegin to rear
and snort., The labor leaders
did not like the ldea of S.Clay
Williams, multi-millionaire to-
bacco king,belng appointed Lead
of the NRA. They protested and
demanded his removal and of
course Roosevelt had ears that
heard not. And when the auto-

moblle code was extended with-
out labor having been consulted
the AT of I, officials made s
show of real resistance.

Roosevelt himself was a 1lit-
tle too holy to be touched, so
the offigials concentrated
their wrath wupon their former
friends and counsellors, DNon-
ald Richberg and Leo Wolman.
Roosevelt was heing misled by
these evlil splrits. It helped
the labor officials nought. The
Presidert invited the whole Ex~
ecutive Council of the A F of L
to the White House and assured
them of his undying devotion to
the cause of labor and left the

labor leaders just where they
were.
Driven to desperation, Green

and his buddies did put up a
fight to insert a prevalling
wage clause 1in the administras
tion works-relief bill and suce
ceederd In having the prevalling
wage amencment edopted in the
Senate. But that victory is
meaningless because reactionary
republicans who are opposed to.
any kind of work-relief voted
for +that amendment and the
chances are all in favor of the
administrationts wultimate vic-
tory.

The thirty-hour-week  blll
will he bitterly fought by the
Roosevelt forces. Senator Wag-
ner's "National Labor Relations
Act",enthusiastically backed by
labor and bitterly opposed by
the National Association of Man-
ufacturers, 1s opposed by the
administration. That bill has
a weak provision for outlawlng
company unions but also c¢omes
dangerously near compulsory ar-

ltration. In spite of its de-
fects, 1t would undoubtedly act
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as a stimulus for the organiza-
tion of unlons provided the la-
hor leaders would take advan-
tage of 1t and not rely on it
as they 1id with sectlon 7-A.
Labor has not as yet learned
the greab lesson that union ox-
ganization and Dhetter cendl-
tions of labor come as & result
of struggle and not by viriue
of any legislatlion.

In opposition to the Wagner
bill the admiristration recom-
mends the extension of the IRA
for another two years. By this
time it should be clear to eve-
ryone that the NRA 1s a snare
and a delusion as far as labor
is concerned. The automokile
and steel industries will not
he organized by virtue of the
NRA or any other law and judg-
ing ¥y the past, the official
lakor leaders will have to De
ériven into an organizational
campalgn. Militant lodges 1n
the steel wunion are getting
restless and our hope 1s in the
militant action of all progres-
sive trade unlonists.

The rift bhetween  Roosevelt
and the union officials is
bound to grow wider with tlme.
Then what next? A third party,
a progrosslive party or a Labor
party? That is too Important a
problem to dlscuss in a short
editorial. It will be dis-
cusseéd in an article In the
next issue,

ate
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WELCOME "TFE SOCIALIST CALL"

As we go to press (pardon, as
we turn the handle of the mimeo-
graph mack:ine) the long-delayed
Put neversheless joyous news ar-~
rives that the "Socialist Call"

new militant Soclalist weekly,
will make its first appearance,
Mareh 16 in lew York City. Our
understanding is that 1t will
be & propaganda paper having as
i1ts primary purpose the inter-
pretation of news for the wide
masses from a socialist point
of view, It will not have as
its main object the dlscussion
of Socialist party problems dbub
the bringing of the socliallst
message to workers and other
elements in soclety who are not
as yet members of the Sociallst

party.

However, the circumstances in-
der which is was born I1mpel us
to the conclusion that 1t will
teach socialism to the masses
from the point of view of revo-
lutionary Marxism. Whether 1t
openly confesses 1t or not, the
new soclalist weekly has come
into being bYecause of the deep
dissatisfantion of most of the
party members with the attitude
of the "New Leader", organ of
the right wing of the party. To
justify its existence 1% will
have to report andé discuss na-
tional and international events
from a point of view directly
opposed %to that of the "New
Leader", from the point of view
of the revolutionary class
struggle Tt is 1impossible to
conceive of any paper teachling
socialism in the abstract, a
soclialism mneither left nor
right, and the "Sociallst cali"
must teach that kind of soelal-
ism which does not intend to
organize the masses for capitu-~
lation but for struggle and
victory.

Nor Ls it possible to expect
that party controversies can be
altogether excluded from a so-
ciallst paper. The "New Leader"
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does not coriceal 1its views on
party problems and the "Social-
ist Call", without fillirg all
of its pages with a discussion
on party problems, will also be
compelled to present 1ts mili-
tant viewpoint on the burning
questions of party life.

Every militant in the Soclal-
ist party, every left winger,is
under & most serious obligation
to support the "Sociallst Call"
in every way possible. Contri-
butions and subseriptions can
be sent to the "Socialist Call”
41 Rast 20th St.,New York City.

L
A NATIONAL SOCIALIST WEEKLY

While we are on the subject
of s8soclalist papers, we must
mention the fact, by this time
known to every party member,
that the National Executlve
Committee 1s about to launch a
national sociallst weekly paper.
Its character will of course
differ from that of the"Soclal-
1st call'. Being an offlcial
socialist paper representing
the party as such, it will nec-
essarily present the vliewpoint
of the majority of the National
Committee. We are given to un-
derstand that 1t will not in-
volve itself 1n the 1least in
the controversles on principles
and tactics Dbetween dlifferent
tendencies in the party.

As a national Soclalist week-
ly, it will serve a very valu-
able purpose and judging from
the enthusiasm with which the
announcement of 1its launching
has been recelved by party mem-
bers 1t will have no difficulty

in 1iving and growing. The sup-
port which every militent and

left winger will give to the
"Socialist Call" should not in
the least interfere with the
ald which he must glve to the
official organ of the Socilal-
lst party.

L O

THE WORKERS! ALLIANCE
OF AMERICA

Unity of the unemployed thru-
out the country in their strug-
gles for more adequate relief
and for unemployment insurance
has been and still is a vital
necessity. The spectacle of a
dozen different organizations
of unemployed fighting practlc-
ally for the same demands is
éisheartening. Due to Commun-
ist perverse tactics the unem-
ployed have been organlzed Dby
different political groups and
kept apart because every polit-
ical group fears that the other
groups will capture control of
the organization and use 1t for
its own political purposes. The
real interests of the unemploy-
ed logically demand the unity
of all unemployed organlzations
with the different pollitical
tendencles working loyally with
in that organizatlon.

But so long as Communlsts are
Communists, which means so long
as they persist in disruptlve
and destructive tactlcs for the
purpose of gaining mechanical
control we must face the issue
squarely and not give way to
sentimental desires for unity.
The problem in the labor move-
ment both of the employed and
unemployed 18 to 1solate the
Communists and let them do as
little harm as possible.

A gratifying step forward in
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the unification of the unemploy-
eé has been taken at a confer-
ence of various unemployed or-
ganizations recently held at
Washington, D. C. Approximate~
ly 125 delegates representing
17 states and over half a mil=-
lion unemployed workers united
to form the WORKERS'!' ALLIANCE
O AMERICA. Headquarters will
be in Milwagtkee. Davld Lasser
is Chairman and Paul Rasmussen,
Secretary.

A wonéerful beginrning. And
now the task 18 to organicze the
milllions of unemplioyed and to
unite their struggles with the
struggle of the employed. In
that task it 1s the duty of ev-
ery Socialist party memker to
volunteer his services.

NO EXPULSIONS BECAUSE OF
MEMBERSHIP IN THE R. P« Ca

As we predicted in the Febru~

ary lssue of the SOCIALI&T AT
PEAL, the New York right win
took advantage of the N E C re
solution on the Revolutionary
Policy Committee and 1ts aévo-

- cacy of armed insurrection to

hegln expulsions of R P C mem-
hers. That was exactly why
that resolution was dangerous
and why we should fight against
1t. It threatens freedom of
expression and democracy with-
in tke party. It threatens to
cut off all discussion on a vi-
tal problem.

We are opposed to the attempt
on the part of the R P C to in~
sert the phrase "armed insur-
rection” into any program for
the Socialist party. But we are
for the right of any member to
advocatc that idea.

The N E C should aet to have
2ll expelled R P C memBers ra-
instated in the party.

IN MEMORY OF THE PARIS COMMUNE

March 18 to May 28, 1871.

The horny-handed, the toilers,
to one side ~~ the soft-handed,
the exploliters to the other; the
horny-hanéed to be marched into
the cemeteries and shot and
lumped into mass graves - the
soft~-handed to return to Paris
to hegin the exploitation of new
tollers.

In thils plicture of the last
days of the Paris Commune we see
the symholization of its unique
importance in the history of soc-
ialism. Unwittingly,the generals
of the triumphant Thiers govern-~
ment, when they felt Farisions!
hands to determine to whiceh

class they helonged, demonstra-
ted the class character of the
Communes In his CIVIL WAR IN
FRANCE. Marx says of the Com =~
munei: Its real secret was this:
1t was essentially a govermment
of the working eclass, the re-
sult of the struggle between

"the producing class and the ex-

propriating class the politic~
al form, at last diseovered,
under which the economic eman-
cipation of labor could ™e ac-
complished."

Desplte many mistakes due to
the Immaturity of the PFrench
proletariat, the student of the

e o g e A e i ot e e
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will find in 1t guide-
to the socialist road to
power. While the Revolutions
of 1848 taught in general that
the fight against poverty under
capitalism included a fight ag-
ainst the state,and the form of
worksrs'! power. Our party! s
slogaen of struggle for & "Work-

Commune
posts

ers! Democracy' includes "the
political form" of +the Faris
Commune, plus the additional

consolidating force of the demo-
cratic party of the workers as
the governing apparatus during
the transitional period to so-
cialism.

Marx and Lenin write that the
Commune was doomed %to dafest.
There was no politieal party of
the workers to consolidate state
power . The Communards dealt
too weakly with thelr enemles.
They failed to rally the sur-
roundlng country.

In the May days of the Com-
mune, most of the Communards
also knew that they were doomed
and yet they fought on,died the
deaths of workers' heroes, and
taught the world the power of
the working c¢lass. What a re-
proach 1s the Commune to the
Socialists and Communists of
Germany who capltulated to re-
action without so much as a
skirmish! And what honor to the
Sotialists of Austria and Spain
- despite their political mis-
takes - when they fought 1n the
glorious tradition of the Com~
mune }

Today, with the ranks of the
American workers dlvided by
fratricidal wars, it 1s well to
recall the solidarity of the
Paris proletariat in defence of
the Commune. Divided as it was
before the March days into"pet-

ty-bourgeois anarchists of the
Proudhon stamp, Blanquists, Ba-
beufists, Jacobins, and suppor-
ters of the International Work-
ingmen's Association",the whole
working class unlted in action,
to defend the Paris of the wor-
kers.

This solidarity and bravery
of the Communards may well peint
a lesson to those both within
and without the workers!' ranks,
who mlnimlze 3its power as a
class because of its disunity.
Once the workers as & class are
set into motion, unity rather
than disunity is the order of
the day. This task of setting
the American workers 1into mo-
tion is the major task of our
party.

"Workingmen's Paris, with its
Commune, will be forever cele-
brated as the glorious harbing-

er of a new soclety. Its mar-
tyrs are enshrined in the
great heart of the working

class., Its exterminators, his-
tory has already nailed to that
eternal pillory from which all
the prayers of +their priests
will not avail to redeem them."

-Marx - Civil War in France

To convince all nations of
his neighborliness Roosevel}t 18
planning to inecrease the stand-
in% army from 118,000 to 165, -
000 men and to appropriate over
one billion dollars for milita-
ry and naval affairs, the larg-
est peace-time appropriation
since 1921. Japan, anxious to
show similar enighborly poll-
cles, will also 1ncrease her
armaments. All for a nice 1lit-
tle "neighworly chat".



B eon o o ton s o e mt  m m wmmmmeme=TNe §0c18118T ADPEOL—mmenem momen mm mm i e oo o ot o

4 SOCIALIST ZLECTION CANPAIGN

(Being a speech most of which was not delivered before the gencral
membership meeting of Local Cook County S.P.)-~-by Albert Goldman

Comrades: The reports of Com-
rade Waltmire and Comrade Deg-
pres on the election campaigns
in the 34th and bth VVards hring
out with great clearness two
fundamentally contradictory
conceptions as to the purpose
and nature of a socialist elec~
tion campaign. Almost from the
very beginning an election camn-
paign has Jbeen one of the
points that divided the revolu-~
tionary from the reformist S0C-
idlists, and it is safe to say
that it will continue to be so
yntil +the worlking class is in
political controlof the nation.

Neither Conrade Weltmire nor
Comrade Despres has made any
attempt to conceal their atti-
tude. With disarming franlness
Waltmire +ells wus that if a
Socialist party election cau-
paign has two o"jects, one to
win office and another to male
socialists, he was interested
primerily, if not only, in win-
ning office andéd was not at all
concerned in maling socialists.
He wents wus to believe that
only after winning office will
he concarn himself with the
problem of making socialists
and- that such & method ofap-
proach affords the greatest
possibility of success. "In our
ward we wanted votes; in the
£ifth ward they wanted members"
are hisg exact words and he gve
utterances to this sentiment
with great complacziey exceed--
ingly confident of its correct-
ness, and I dxre say he is some
what surprised that not all
comrades agree with him.

Comrade Despres who conducted

the election campaign in the
£ifth ward with Comrade Kruecger
running for Alderman,with jugt-
ifiable pride, vreported that
twenty-three new members joined
the branch ag a result of the
camnaign and that the 614 votes
obtained in the ward represent-
ed people who can be considered
as havinz voted not only for
the immctiate demends contoined
in the »iatform, but for the
idea of socielism. He emphagized
the fact that they solicited
votes not becanse Krueger 1s a
good mer, &n honest mnan, a
church member or &a professor
hut because he is a socitlistand
a member of the Sochlist party,
advocating socidlist princinles.

Supporters of Conrale Waltmiwe
and hig election campaign point
to the fact that in the 34th
viard close to 3500 votes were
cast Tor Valtmire, while Krue-
ger ohtained only 600 votes.
Phey aémit that not one addi-
tional member waz recruited in-
to the party by Valtmire's cam-
paign but that is of very
slight importance in comparison
with the number of votes. This
is the stanCing argument of all
reformists, the argunent that
has been used over and over
again by hose who think that
thaet the socilalist soclety can
e usuered in hy getting people
to vote <Ffor tihe right kind of
candids tes regrrdless of plat--
form or prosram. Have recent--
events in Germeny, in Austria
taught them nothing at all?
Have they not learncd thet
merely to depend on number of
votes 1is +to lean on & broken
reed and live in a house of

SRR radin o n e
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cards? Apparently sol

QOf course I can point to the
fact that the 34th "Tard is an
old soeialist stronghold con-
taining a radical working class
population composed largely of
Jewish, Norwegian =znd Swedish
workers. 'Phe 5th “Tard on the
other hand is inhabited mainly
by middle class elements with
no so¢ialist traditions, This
could eadily account Ifor the
difference in the nwaber of
votes, One could claim without
any exaggeration that had the
bth 'ard comrades waged the
game ¥kind of socialist camrpaign
in the 34th Ward +they would
have obtained at least as many
votes as "altmire polled, But I
shall not stress this point at
all; I shall make the same as-
sumption as Yaltmire and his
supporters, namely, that he obe
tained a larger vote because of
the nature of his campaign and
not because the population of
his ward has had a long socia-
list training.

Now it ought to be obvious to
every Socialist that socialism
will not come into existence
unless the majority of the peo-
ple are willing to strugsle for
socialism and ‘that means that
they h-ve some idéa of what it
is., If the people who vote for
a Socialist do not do so be-
cauge he is a Socialist but he-
cause they do not Y¥now that he
is a 3ocilalist, of what earthly
use can that be for acliieving
the socialisgt goal? Socialism
must depend upon the conscious-
ness of the worlring masses and
not upon their lack of Tnow-
ledge. The idea that we should
first be elected to office and
then %teach socialism to the
masses is so utierly absurd

that it should not even be dis-
cussed. It can be stated with
the greatest of assurance that
a candidate on the Socialist
ticket who refrains from teach-
ing socialism during the cam-
paign, with the idea that he
will do so after he is elected
will not only forget all about
socialism while he is in office
but will forget all about his
promises to fight for the im-
mediate demandsgof his platform,

point of wview of
gocialism 600 votes,
a campaign

From the
achieving
obhtained confucting
where socialist ideas and the
Socialist party are stressed,
are worth ten times more than
3500 votes polled in a campaign
where the necessity for the
struggle for socialism was not
gstressed and where the Socia-
list party, its program and its
tactics were shoved into the
background.

L casual analysis of the cam- .
paign literature distributed by
altmire and that distributed
on be half of Krueger sharply
brings out the difference in
the two campaigns. In the case
of the former,Waltmire'!s perso-
nal virtues were stressed, the
"fighting parson" was glorified
In the caseof the latter,empha-
sis was laid on the nature of
capitalist society and the nec-
egsity of the conguest of poli-
tical ypover by the worving
class for the purnose of intro-
ducing socialism. The immediate
demands in the 1literature of
both candidates could undoudbt-
edly be improved, One is grati-
fied +that cheaper milXk and
cleaner alleys found in Welte
mire's nlafform were omitted in
the 1list of Xrueger's immediate
denands.



Valtmire and those who see
things eye to eye with hin in
this controversy te¥e the posi-
tion that if the Sockhlist porty
is to amonnt to anything it
must zo into a politiecal com-
paign with the idea of piling
up votes and not of teaching
gociclism. I insist thet this
is not ot all the corrcct form-
ulation of +{he ,uestion, The
yuestion is not: Shall we go
inte a compaign to win or to
teach socialism, but it is: HOW
SHALTL V& 'TIN FOR SOCIATISL . see
True we must go into & cempaign
to win;but to win what ~ond how?

Absurd is it to say that the
Socialist poarty is a political
party only +to the extent thot
it suceecds in winning votces
The Sociealist party is and must
be a political party throughout
the yeor and not only during
election campoigns. It is &
political party when it orgoni-
zes uncemployed workers and when
it participates in the econonic
strugzles of  the worlking class.
An election campaign is simply
one of ite importent political
functiong andé should not at ol1l
be consifercd as something in-
dependent of 2ll its other work
An clection compnign may be of
inTinitely less importince thon
e militont strie. A campaign
is of vrlue to the extent thet
it tecaches ond mobilizes the
masses for winning socialisme.

No one denics thot during an
election campoign the workers
are morc li¥ely to listento a
discussion on cconomics ané
pollities than during any other
period and we can do thet hest
if we run conéidotes for the
purposc of winning for socil-~
lism and th-ten be effcecetively
accomplished only by showing

the vworlers and mniddle class
bhe necessity to struggle foar
the inmediate denmancs and for
the ultimate aboliiicn of the
capitelist system.

Begides the numder of votes
cost for a Socialist condidate,
another criterion for the suc-
cess of a coamprign: is the num-
ber of menbers reecruited into
the porty through the campeign.
It is inconceivoble that o reol
socirlist compaign should nct
attrect mnembers to the porty
and to those of us who realize
that soceinlism con not be intro-
guced without ean cflfective re-
volutionory Socialist prriy,re-
cruiting members into the perty
is not all of secondory impor-
toence, Obtaining votes for Soc~
iclism ond membersfor the party
g0 hond in hand.

Comrade Veltmire stressed the
foet that in his platform he
mentioned thot he was "endorsed
by the Socialist party,.," A very
curious formulation not at all
justified because ‘the election
was theoreticnlly '"non-parti--
san." That phrascoonc e¢ols Walt-
mirc's membership in the perty
morc than it reveals it, Proud-
1y he csserted that the reac-
tionary Daily News ond the con-
servetive Iuanicipal Voters!
League also cendorsed hime. One
could Jjust as easily surmisec
that he vwvos o member of the
Municipnl Voters! League, For a
Socinlist candidcte simply to
stote that he is endorsed by
the Socialist party is & slap
in the porty's foce.

No coarnfes, the attitule ex-
pressed by onc comrofe thet we
pust get results no metter how
wve get ther:, is & self-lderleat-
ing one. That attitude led Up-
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ton Sineclair into the Democrat-
ic Party; that attitude will
lead many a member of the party
into some kind of a Progressive
party. No Socialist can afford
to forget for one moment the
fundamental Marxist principle
that we can achieve gsocialism
aither through +the conscious
action of the working class
aided by +the middle class, or
we do not get it at all.

Have we already forgotten? Is
it so difficult for us to remem-
ber that only two years ago the

Hitler cohorts smashed the Soc-
ial Democratic party of Germany
and the Communist party without
any resistance? And together,
they had millions and millions
of votes; victory will come to
the working class only if it is
conscious and willing to strug-
gle and sacrifice and if it is
led by a determined revolution-
ary Socialist party. To deceive
ourselves with numbers of votes
is to prepare for ourselves the
fate of our brothers in Germany
the hell of fascist concentra-
tion camps and the chopping off
of our heads.

CAN THE ROAD TO POWER BE A LEGAL ONE?

by Ernest Erber

While the various groups in
the labor movement calling them-
selves Marxists have .widely dif-
ferent views on many vital pro-
blems, ‘there still remain fun-
damentals upon which they all
agrees,It is well in considering
the question of legality and the
Road to Power that we first
briefly restate those fundamen-
tals that form the basis of
Marxist thought.

First, Marxists maintain that
our society is divided into
clasges based on groups of peo-
ple standing in the same relat-
ionship to the means of produc-
tion.

Secondly, Marxists hold that
the interests of these classes
are antagonistic and irreconcid
able and that a constant strug
gle goes on between them over
the division of the wealth
that society produces,

Thirdly, Marxists hold that

the ability of the present rul-
ing class, the capitalists, to
maintain their power is due to
their using their economic
strength to control the govern-
ment and use it as "an instru-
ment of oppression" against the
rest of society.

Fourth, Marxists say that the
ability of the present ruling
class, the capitalists,to main-
tain their power is due to their
using their economic strengthto
control the government and use
it as "an instrument of oppres-
sion" against the rest of soc-
iety.

It is on the issue of the fak-
ing of governmental powerby the
workers that the widest division
of opinion exists. Whether this
taking power by the working
class, or the Social Revolution
as it is called, will be accom=-
plished gradually or suddenly,
legally or illegally, peaceful-
1y or violently,is the most vi-
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tal gquestion facing those inthe
vanguard of the Tabormvenent
It is upon our view of the Road
to Povier that we base our edur-
tion of the working-class.It is
upon the hasis of its oormwept of
Rhe Road to Power hat the worl-
ing-class acts,

Those basic premiges of Marx-
ism enumerated above,namnely that
welive in a class society, that
the dynamic force of that sciety
is the class struggle, that the cap~
italist class maintaing its posi-
tion by contro. of the government,
8nd that Labor can only free it
self by wrestling political pow-
er from Cavnital forthe purpose of
huilding aclss-less soclety,ae
allstatencnts with which no ma-
Ber of the Socialist Party céan
disagree.If we lksep these fun-
damentals in mind, we will sce
mo#e clearly on this issue of
lerqelity and the Roal to Power.

e agrecd thatthe owing class
was the ruling elass because it
controlled the governmente. The
government protects the Capite-
list class by protecting the
source of itz economic strength
private pronerty. It is the will
of the capitalist class that tie
rights of privatc property be
protected.It uses its control of
governnent to write down its will
ané call it law.It uscsits con-
trol of government to enforce its
will, the law, The law 1is the
voice of thc ruling class,.

In primitive tribesthe camand
of thec master was law to his
slave.,In ancient Atheng the dan-
ocratic asgsembly of dlevehollers.
wrote the law for their slaves.
Phe voicc of the hierarchy of txe
Catholic Church ané the coimmand-
m:nts of generations of TFeudal
lords grovm into tradition and

custonm were the laws that the
serfs and guildsnen of the mid-
6le Lres obheyed.The will of the
repregentative of Covper,the re-
presentetive of Sugar, the repre-
gentative of Textiles, the re-
presentative of Finance,all sit-
ting in Conaress, is thelaw the
American Vorker obeys.

At present the processes of
governme nt by which the Capita-
list Class of this country
rules are called the democratic
form of governnent. Democracy
literally means "Rule of the
people™.,Te agreed however, that
we live in a class society in
which one class mainteins its
favorable econonic pogition
hecause it controls the rule by
the people, since the capita-
ligt cless is a small minority,

of the ponulation.True ennugh,
some will say,butthe majority
of people support the »resent

system and thercfore the ceplit-
talist cless controls the gov-
ernnent only as long as the ma-
jority of the voters permit
thematoe This objection is
an e-ample of the illusion
created by the faet that the
wor¥ing-~class is allowed to
vOotGa

First a bit of history of the
right to vote. It was some de-
cadce after the adoniion of the
Constitution that the workers
of America secured the right to
votc. They secured this right
as 4id the worlers of Eurom,
after the great agitations for
the right to wvotc had been
threatcened to eCucate such large
massce to an understanding of
the class neture of government
that the ruling class thought
it hetter to male conccasions
then to scek to meintein Xts
porer by Torece of arms and risk
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losing all. The concession of
allowing the worker to vote was
made with the Fnowledge that it
would serve to further cover the
dictatorship of Capital with a
democratic cloal, This meant
allowin~ the masses to vote bhut
using Capital's control of the
channels of information to
teach the nagges to vote asnine
gt their own interests.

ToAnerica’'s ruling class this
was no new trick, for the mer-
chants and bhenrers of the coast
towns hedlong found the politi-
cal formula that would get the
farmer ant backwoolsmen to vote
"rizht.® This even long before
the British colonies becanme the
United States.While on the sub-
ject, it might De mentioned
that one of the most significent
movern:nts DLy ‘the Tfarmers to
free ihemselves from the rule
of the merchents and banYers by
electoral me ns was deiexted Dy
the ruling class with Drivery,
corruption, elsction irregular-
ities, and Ly a method invented
at the tine by Zlvridge Gerry,
(elected Vice President of the
U.S.A, in 1912) which has since
come down to us as "gerrymend-
ering." The farmer's disillu-
sionment on  the possibility of
a. legal victory found its exe-
pression in an armed revolt re-
corfiecd in our school histories
as Shay's Rehellion.

The right to vote for the
propertyless was one of a num-
her oFf concessions whici a con-
fident and secure class made
during a period of an expnnding
and stren~thening Capitalism
The right to vote for the pro-
partyless is one of a number of
other concessions which 2}
frichtened ané weallening ruling
class, driver into a cornerby

the economic decline of Capita-
lism, will withdraw in self-
defense, The argument 1s made
thot Labor can safegucrd peace-
ful avenues of progress by
fighting any attewpt by Capital
to =abolish the right to vote,
the freedomof speech and press,
the right to stri%e., If Labor

can prevent Copital from exer-
cising its control of gvern-~
mentlo lezally malke these chan-
ses,it has dealt Capital a ter-
rivle hlow and talen the offen-
give in a struggle which car-
ried to  its logical end can
only vresult in the 1illegal
overthrow of the capitalist
government power. Thus the de-
fense of what are now legal
methods of social change TDe-
connes a revolutionary attacl on
the political power of Capital.

It misght Ye useful to remind
those who douht thet the ruling
class would tote from Labor le-
5ol methods of change of the
freonzied hate,Lorn of fear,with
which Capital mweets Talor in
every inéustrial sirugglie, of
the fight +that Capital wages
azainst purely reformist move-
ments  lile  the Non-partisan
Teague and the Zpic Planners, of
the terror and sadism practiced
agoins nembers of the I.W.W
and the Socialist Party during
the “Jorld War, and the many si-
milar eramplcs. Historical in-
citents 1li¥e the Dbutchery of
over 26,000 workers of Paris af-
ter tiae foll of the Comnune, or
the reversion to savageryby the
ruling class of Hungary during
the 'hite Terror of 1919, or
more recently the pent-up hate
red of Germar Capital for the
ILavor movement unleashed in the
aonvince us thet when the strug-
gle Letween Capital ané TLalor
“Jecomes a life and death issue,



not even civiligzed methods of
combat are recognized,let alone
legality. Guns are turned on
women and children, prisoners
of war are shot, no rule cover-
ing international warfare 1is
obeerved.

For the working-class to hope
for victory by legal means is
like a foothall team hoping to
win a game in which their oppo-
nents have +the right to make
and change the rules during the
course of play,the only differ~
ence being that some degree of
sportsmanship exists in a foot~
ball game, bdut only a bittér
hatred that stops at nothing in

the elass struggle.

To speak of a Social Revolu-
tion that is legal is to speak
of an absurd contradiction. At
the beginning of this article
we agreed that Capital controls
the government. From this we
draw the conclusion that the
voice of the government, or the
law, was the will of the ruling
class, Can we overthrow the
ruling class by ite ownwmill?
If the ruling class so desires,
it can be done, However, if we
must overthrow Capital against
its will, it cannot be done le~
gally, as its will cetermines
legalitye.
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DISCIPLINE IN A WORKING-CLASS PARTY,
(by Lydia Biedell)

The historical mcessity which
called the working-class par-
ties into existence also ordin-
ed in general what the natureof
the socialigst party must be - a
voluntary army never demobiliz-
ed as 1long as any least agspect
of the battle on behall of so-
cialism is s8till to be fought
out. This historisal demand we
inherit; social evolution lays
it before us ready made, Our
businsss now is to coordinate
the forces of our party;to male
it efficient and invinecible in
the relentless war egainst
class oppresion.

The perty, then, 1is 1in a
sense an army which goes daily
into bhattle gSomevvhere on Some
7ind of front; its first duty
to its members is to achieve
thru its organization and dir-
ection a maxium of effective,
concerted action with a minimum
expenditure of energy and loss

of force., And this implies
first of all a high degree of
discipline.

Now the paid armies of the
hourgeoisie one must admit are
disciplined -~ to the point
where they have been known to
annihilate in cold-blooded bru-
tality 1large numbers of their
fellow-members of the working
class striving for a betterment
of conditions. To get that
kind of discipline the ruling
class uses two kinds of persua-
gsion: reward and punishment.

Neither of these is useful to
the party of the worling class;
it can punish no worker for not

fulfilling his duty and the on-.

1y reward it can offer is a lot
of haré work and plenty . of
sbuse from a large section of
society. The discipline in the
party of the workers can be of
only one Zind; free, voluntary.
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Now the really diflicult pro-
blem arises: how to get this
¥ind of (iscipline. The utter-
1y futile way of striving for
it is to foen at the mouth and
@enounce tliose who are lax and
howl incessantly for increased
discipline without finting out
what elements which male up the
hasis for that virtue ere laclh-

ing at the moment. ‘That are
the hasiec prerequisites for a
discinlined membersnhip? What

must the party give in lieuw of
+the hribery ant force which its
capitelist opponents can o'fer
ag a price for obedience anc
cooperation?

First: A crystal-clear form-
ulation of the genceral politi-
cal objectives of the party and
a ehoice of cowrect tactics to
use in worling toward the ac-
complishment of thoge object-
ives. These can be efifected and
their value fully reclized only
through extensive and complete
discussion of all basie poli-

cies by the membership as a
whole.
Second: The ecucation of the

memMership to  an undersionding
of all the implications of the
theories anl program upon which
the party operates. Only this
can create the degrce of nolit-
ical alertness which the party
needs ag a Gisciplincry founda-
tion in the very 1least devel-
oped of its members.

Third: Complete democracy
within the party and the corre-
lary to that a freely elected
leadership subject to the crit-
jcal Gemants of the membvership.

Fourth: A free interplay he-
tween the lealership and the
mass membership, with mutual

responsibility toward each oth-
er. This implies one very im-
portent ‘thing which Thas lLeen
£ificult of accomplishment in
wor™ing elass parties hereto-
fore: the free dissemination
to the membership as & whole of
all inormation c¢oncerning the
internal stetus of the party,
especially at times of instab-
ility. This is one of the in-
Cispensavle elenents in the
struzzle ageinst  the tendency
toverd the foriation of unprin-
civled Tactions and personsal
~rouplings always present inmo-
litical parties.

A clear forrulation
of the demends made Dy the
leading commitliees wron the
membership and an achievability
of the objectives set. The sat-
isfactory accomplishments of a
tesl thru joint effort, laying
a pinimum burden uvpon each in-
gividual is ithe hest stimulator
of consistent 2and increasing
activity on ‘the port of the
whole memhership.

Fifth:

The ¢iscipline of a party
memhership cannot be accomp--
lished by decree, Unswerving

devotion to the party and its
program is always the produe?t
of a more or lesg extended pro-
cess of cultivation of the ilde-
ological vrelationship of the
members {leaders as well as
general ronks to the theories
and prineiples of soeialism and
to the immediate need of the
working class. Iven where the
most vicious manifestationsg of
discipline occur in the ranks
of certain parties, these have
come not sufdenly bHut of the
result of a period of inculca--~
tion of false ideas.

X perfect examnle of the kind



of disecipline that can be noth-
ing but a blight upon the work-
ing class movement is that
shown in the rarks of the Com-
munist party. There discipline
has become simply a blind, un-
rengsoning, uncritical devotion
to the upper burocracy and its
policies., Not only is there no
real theoretical understanding
of the policies and tactics
pursued, but there has grown up
a violent resentment against
any who show critical or analy-
tical tendencies. A fanatical

belief has been culitivated in
the infallibility of the lead-
ers of the movement as men fnot
mind you, as the human and not
necessarily permanent instru-
ments of application of a pos-
sibly correct long-term theory
or policy). The irony of the
whole business lies in the fact
that this placing of implicit
faith in the works of "the lnad-

er" is the essence of fascist
the Ol‘y °
Such & concept of diseipline

can attract only two kinds of
people, and the Communist move-
ment is Tbeginning to take on
the complexion of these two
categorics in society -~ ele-
ments, you will note, that also
go predominantly to make up the
fascist forces. They are first
the middle class business and
professional people who havs
lost their morrings through the
process of capitalist decay and,
1like drowning men, grope des-

perately for something to cling
to, to put their faith in, to

turn over the care of their
souls to, Afraid, demoralized,
panicky, they want only to be

saved, not to be asked to think
and fight any more. With most

of them it looks as if either
Christian Science or Communist

party dogma would have filled
the need with equal satisfac-
tion, the only mystery being by
what f£luke communist dogma man-
aged to win out.

The other element attracted
by this decadent type of disci-

pline is the lowest stratum of
society, the slum proletariat.
This is the element that has

nothing to offer the revolution-
ary movement but desperation.Iit
does not want to think, to work
out long-term policies, to fol-
low a plan which may occasion-
ally recquire & high degree of
restraint and maneuvering un-
til conditions have ripened for

effective action. Capitalism
has degraded these people 1o
the level of starving animals,

driven to hunt in packs to sat-

isfy, immediately and at any
cost, thei» hunger and need,
Pheir discipline is & disci-

pline of the moment only and 18
based not upon a realization of
group interest but wupon an in-
stinetive comprehension that
individual need can at a cert-
ain point be satisfied only by
multiplication of foroes. A
revodbutionary is resentful
toward capitalism for its crime
against humanity in creating
the "scum proletariat" and ree-
ognizes the task of wiping out
this element economically as
one of the most important ime
peratives in his work; but so
to construct a party that it
gives berth to large numbers of
sueh individuals is to build
the party on dynamite which can
be set off 2t any moment by ca-
pitalism itsel?, wiping out the
party from the inside. This
conditions is made even more
dangerous by the strong influ--
ence in the party and the move-
ment of that other weak, vacil-
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lating, panicky mifcdle~class

element.

A party, to becoms ths organ-
izer and leacer of the revolu-
tionary wmovement 1in America
must attract to itself those
workers who are capable of un-
derstanding ani applying with a
maximum of individual initia-
tive the main princinles of rev-
olutionary struggle to the man-
ifold fields of working class
activity. The indivicdual mem-
bers of the party must beintel-
ligent, alert, analytical
eritical of everything; they
must be, above all, solidly
grounded in the theory of the
socialist movement.

The Socialist party needs an
increcase of discipline within
its ranks; that is common tall,
But the achicvement of that
need i3 no simple matier. The
first step is still with us the
most important and dif icult of
all the steps, the hammering
out of a strong and correctpro-
gram of leadership for the
masses of American workers. It
is in essence the working cut
of a militant socialist theory,
program ané tactic, to which
the worring classes of America
will loolk for guidance. The
discinline we eoxpect from our
membership and a rich voluntary
discipline whiech we may expect
also from those wcrkers who are
not organizationally connected
with ues but willing to folliow
our leadership must have its
first roots in a clear, scicne
tific formulation of socialist
program.

We need today, in laying the
groundwork for a real disci-
pline, & frank facing of the
facts that confront the work-

ing class as &a whole and the
Socialist pvarty as an organiza-
tiorn of thai class., And we need
courageously to tackle the tre-
mendoua worl of pounting out a
strong, tempered, regilient,
sharp steel weapon for the wor-
king class of America, The
hend that grips that weapon
must know whom it is fighting,
to what purpose it males its
thrusts, and what it intends
to do when the ememy 1s con-
quered and destroyed. The weaw--
pon -~ our party - can Dbe
forged only in  the flame of
thorough discuseion. The mind
thaet guides the hand - our the-
ories and program - ig clari-
Pted by criticism and analysis
as it goss  forward in the bat-
tle,

—a-_.——_-—ux_—no-..-—--

R/ID FALCCNS 70 PRINT MAGAZINE

Marking ancther step forward
in its efforts to huilda great
working class children’s movew
ment, The Ted Falcons of Amer-
ice. heve anrounced that the
Palcon Call will appear in a
printed form, beginning with
liay Day.

——————— e S o s s e s s
The Daily “orker seriously re
ports a case of cxpulsion of a
member from the Communist party
Becauss at & dance given by the
larines Workers Industrial Union
Thig member imbibed a trifle
too much and went off on a ram-
page criticizing and slandering
the leaders of the party.
Should members of the C.P.get
into the habit of hugging the
bottle the G I+ Wwill undoubted-
ly issue a decree against such
intolerahle conduct sincec exhil-
arated comrades might begin to
think anrd criticisze,
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For all practical purposcs
there is neither & communist nor
n sozialist party in Germany.At
present the Hitler government
iz firmly intrenchcd. For now
long? No onc knows, It may be
for a very short period., It nmoy
last quite a long timc. One
thing is certain. The Hitler
government cannot solve the con-
tradictions of German capita-
lizm which brought it into pow-
er. It canrot save ths German
middle class from which it ha
drawn. its main strength. It can
not abolish, nor even lesser,
the misary of the German work-
ing class, as it has promiscd
tn do. Already there are signs
of & growirg conflict within
the renks of the Matioral Soc-~
ialists. There ars already vis-
ible sigrs of 2 growing dissat-
isfaction among those who took
the socinlist phrases of Hitler
seriously.lt will not take long
before rnew opportunitics for
socialist propaganda and organ-
ization will again rise in Gar-
many. German Socialism is not
dead; it is only stunned. But
when it comes back to 1life, it
will not and carnot be the Soc-
ialism of the pre-Hitler era
German Socielism will Thave to
come back o8 the regenerabionH»f
Revolutionary Proletariar Soc-
ialism, that will be ready to
fight for Socialism."
Zantorovitech-~ASQ ReprintNo. 1

Mussolini takes the doctrire
of the "white man's burden" se-
riously. Ee is now in the pro-
cess of sending thousands of
Ttalian troops to convince the
Ethiopicns that the civilizea-
tion of the white man 1is 8O
much superior to that of the

black man that the latter
should gladly eccept the form-
er as his master., Only as an
incident in the process of ed-
ueating the Ethiopians  will
Mussolini annex some territory
for Italy. ILet us hope that
the Fthiopians with the guns
and ammunition furnished by
white capitalists will con-
vince him that they are a very
difficult people to teach.

It's & mighty poor husband who
can't get his wife to say a few
words of praise about him once
in n whilc over the back fence.
Upon the occasior of our Presi-
dent's second anniversary in
office this rast week,Mrs., Roos-
evelt told the rewspapermen
wnat wonderful man her ms-
band wns. Mrs. Roosevelt con-
sidercd that her husband™s big-
gest achievement was the'chang-
in the notion's thinking to re-
cognize the rights of the weak
Furthermors, she liked the T.V.
A, and the C.C.C. and all the
little nomesteads out in the
courtry.She mentioned the Pres-
ident's inaugural address, quo-
ting the 1line: "The only thing
we have to Ffear ig feor." Those
words, the "first lady™ thought
mrill go down in history."

CORRECTION: On Page 13 of this
jesue: Albridge’s Gerry electin
to the Vice Presidensy should
read: "1812" and not "191R2."

NEXT ISSUE: Paul Porter will
have an artiele on "The Socia-
1ists in the American Federation
of Lahor."

The next issue of THE SCCIA-
TIST APPEAL will come out on Msay
Dayl After that we will have 2n
issue out the first of emshmmth,




