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What is the International

Socialist League? Contents

The ISL strives to assist the waorking class to build a
world international party that ¢can unite commaon
people of the world in a struggle for socialism. Thai
will entail the abolition of the present rule of the
planet by the powerful ansnational capitalist com-
panies who with their ruthless greed for profit are 5 OLDHAM
the central threat to the present and the future well
being of the masses of common people of the world
and a threat o the carth itself,

The ISL is a section of the International Workers 6 Worwv's Eye VIEw
League (fourth international). In is statutes our in-

3 EDITORIAL

ternational organisalion says:

“The purpose of the Internatonal Workers' Leaguc
is to overcome the crisis of leadership of the work-
ers’ movement and build a Fourth International with
mass influence. ..

T.hc' lWL '(1;}-(}0@?: ng[ {tl':um Lo 'bc‘ the rcw?lmflo‘n-‘ 11  MORE ON QUEBEC
ary leadership of the world proletariat, nor does its
existence imply that the crisis of the Fourth Interna-
tional has been overcome. However, 1 constitutes
the onlvy democratically centralised world organisa- 12 LETTER FROM ARGENTINA
tion struggling for these aims.

“The WL reaffirms that the cnsis of revola-
tionary leadership will be solved in the course of
mobilising the masses by means of agreements and 14 ReviEw OF IMAGINE CONTINUED
fusions with other tendencies and organisations that,
given the upheaval of the masses, may join the strig-
gle against the counter-revolutionary apparatuses...”

8  WHxaT 1S THE UNITED NATIONS
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® We welcome contributions and comments from readers.
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Bigger anti-capitalist feeling than 1945

“landslide Victory for New Labour,” “Massive Ma-
jority,” said commentators about the fune election.
Such conclusions could only be made by isolating
Parliament {from the real world outside it

Certainly, the New Labour Government has now
190 seats more than the Tories in the House of Com-
mons. In the world outside, the results showed that
the contempt and anger against the Tory Party in
Britain, which developed during the eighties and
nineties, has almost desgoved it However, the over-
whelming majority of the elector-
ale does not now see New Labour
as an alternative.

The outstanding fuct about Brit-
ish politics 1s thal, in a very short
ume after (heir election in 1997, 4

growing mass of British pcople S SOTIALST

could not se¢ any difterence be-
tween New Labour and the Tories.
Both serve the interests of power-
ful capitatist business, and of the

ALLIANDE

PECR 0 o

forms™ in health and public services. Tis army of

tixers and ‘spin doctors’ suppressed the real issues
and their real programme,

Some commentators were forced o point to the
dumbing down' ol the clection. The New Labour
leaders were blacking out the real issues,

Their aim was 1o win the election and then con-
tinue with their pro-capitalist policies. The muajor
questions were covered over, It was as if Britain
existed in a vacuum. The spin-doctors abolished the
slowing down ol world economy, increas-
ing threals of sackings, and the worsen-
ing balance of trade,

Immediately after the victory, there
was the incident that showed up com-
pletely the managed and cynically
staged nature of the election cam-
paign, and the capitalist values and
policies that drive New Labour. With
blatant contempt for the feclings of the
mass of the population about the salient

wealthy and the privileged.

This is a minority government,
elected on the votes of 23% of the
population. Those who {(generally
i1 patronising tones) pronounce
on the ‘apathy’ of voters, are far
removed from the movement of consciousness of
masscs of working people in Britin today. The
abstentions, particularly in “Old Labour arcas, were
posiive acts and totalled more than the voles tor
New Labour.

There is no doubt that the majority of people.
and this includes the vouth, are (.}pp(.)::,e«:i 10 privati-
sation and the greed for profits; they are opposed
10 the demolition of the Health Service.

There is, in fact, a bigger and more wide-
spread anti-capitalist feeling in Britain than
there was in 1945. The political pundits then, who
expecled a victory for Winston Churchill, were as
far removed from reality as they have always been,
with their concentration on the superficial forms of
politics.

At the beginning of June, in a BBC/ICM poll, 77%
said “there was no point in voting because “it would
not change anything”. 63% said they did “not trust
politicians.” Significantly, only 38% of voters aged
between 18 and 24 went to the polls.

Demagogically, Blair and other New Labour lead-
ers paid tribute to the [eelings throughout the coun-
trv. when he promised vaguely there would be ‘re-

featare of capitalist socicty today — the po-
larisation of incomes  enormoushy accel-
erating the gap between rich and poor -
the ‘listening” Mr Blair. guve a massive pay
increase to himselt and other New Labour
leaders. Four davs after the poll, this was
New Labour's up-yours,” to the poor. the deprived,
the pensioners, workers on the derisory minimum
wage, and all the lower layvers of society. Blair's
salary is now £163.418 a vear.

The old jcke about the past reformist Labour lead-
ers, like MacDonald and Thomas who betraved La-
bour in 1931, used to be that they believed in the
advance to Socialism one by one - beginning with

themselves, We can't say that is completely true of

the servitors of capitalism who form our govern-
ment now. They don’t even mouth socialist phrases,
however they certainly go for all the individual perks
and connections of parliamentary privilege .

What a bunch! The ‘proletarian’ Mr Prescott is
reported 10 have originally accused Blair of acting
like fesus Christ in holding back the increase, and is
alleged to have said: “You have a wife who carns
money, I have one who spends it.” Mr Prescott will
surely make his mark in future history by this and
his other stalement o seafarers tighting to democ-
ratise their union in the 1960s: “You go on the picket

line; I'm going on the Cunard.”
We should have the Rate for the Job! said the
agitators and ‘'money-militants’ among the MPs. But
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what is the rate for a real democratic representative
ol Labour? "A workers wage for a workers MP” was
one of the points in the programme of some Social-
ist Alliance candidates. Tt was operated by the Mili-
lant MPs in the 1980s and goes back into Socialist
history and the ideas of Socialist democracy that
representatives should be paid workers” wages and
subject to recall by their constituents.

The government now will push fuster along the
road of attacks on working people. It is no accident
that Brown, the Chancellor, said he was nort afraid
1o be uapopular,

Immediately alter the clection. vade union lead-
ers were torced (o talk about collisions with the
government. They know very well that they face
struggles on the railways and in the public services
as privatisation s pushed through,

Far from New Labour having any intention
of making any retreat on the anti-union laws,
there are preparations in state circles to
strengthen them in relation to strikes in public
services. They had already prepared legal action
agamnst the proposced strike by the tube workers an
3 june. The swike was called off with some eco-
nOMIC CoONCessions, bul the threat 10 union rights is
not going awav. In fact the legal attacks will inten-
sify as the government proceeds with its
privatisations and attacks on the public services, in
agreement with the aims of the WO, the World
Bank and the IMF,

Lnion memibers must be alerted. The great and
nccessary fights today are political - against privati-
sation and {or workers” and consumers’ control of
safety and munagement. The anti-union laws can-
not be manoeuvred away. Most trade union lead-
ers, although compelled 10 express some criticism
of the government’s plans for the public services,
have conducied one retreat after another and show
no indication of preparing the necessary aggressive
strategy tor the defence of workers and their unions
tocdlay, There is need for the building of an alterna-
tive Jeadership in the trade unions based on such a
strategy to organise a fight against New Labour and
the fegal altacks on the unions.

The election also brings the clear need of the
Socialist Alliances to begin their discussions now
from the reality outside of themselves. Tt is the mass
movement that will change things. The Socialist Al-
liances can only begin o be a force for change by
assisting the development of such a movement.
Overall, the Alliance made some successes in the
election. We need o discuss them concretely and
seriously. The real advance was in areas where there
was already some connection or record of struggle
in the mass movement.
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The central task remains. It is to assist the
people involved in the various struggles against
one aspect or another of capitalist rule to or-
ganise and gain confidence in the possibilities
of a united class movement. If we are correct in
our programme and organisation then we have to
prove it in the experience of assisting the develop-
ment of a mass movement. That is the central im-
mediate task of the Socialist Alllance.

NO organisation becomes 4 real socialist alterna-
uve by just declaring it s it It has (o prove itselt
betore masses of people in the strategy and tactics
of struggles where the big questions of masses of
people are answered. One of these big questions is
overcoming the political disenfranchisement of the
working class by the destruction of the Labour Party
Dy the right wing and New Labow.  That means,
the working class has o develop a mass independ-
ent political expression of workers — 4 workers” partv.

There are groups in the Alliunce who sav that the
Central question Is uniling the various groups in the
Alitunce into a new revolutionary socialist party. The
[SL does not believe that is the unmediale neces-
sary task of the Alhance. We must not be diverted
from the central task, which is (o assist unity of all
forces in the working class in struggle, those de-
manding control of their lives, and particularty feel-
ing their disenfranchisement politically, against capi-
talism and New Labour. That there can be big
broad political responses to an anti-capitalist
fight, which inevitably is anti-New Labour, can
be seen in the return of Dr Richard Taylor in
Wye Forest, with a 68% turncut and participation
ol young people, as it was scen in the movement
against the privatisation of the tube expressed in
the election of Livingstone in London.

The 181 will contribute to this discussion on the
immediate central tasks in the Socialist Alliances
while it propagates in its paper, pamphiets and books
for a revolutionary Marxist party and continues the
struggie for its theoretical and programmatic basis
and struggles for a world party, an international.
But the building of that party will not come just
from propaganda preaching or even just theory. In
fact, as Lenin remarked, a long tme ago, theory
gets its full development in connection with a mass
movement. Revolutionary socialist. or Trotskyist
groups have w prove themselves and their pro-
grammes in the experience of working class strug-
gle. Theory takes a sectarian, academic character if
it 1¢ not connected with the tactics and strategy of a
mass movement and assisting its building. The main
lessons of the election relate o the development of
the latter. It is the central questions for the Socialist
Alliance.
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Increasing attacks on lhe Asian
community in Oldham, Bradford,
and elsewhere by the National
Front must be opposed and these
communities defend by the entire
tabour movement in 4an aclive
way. The NF has been prevented
from doing even greater damage
on the Asian community by the
combaltivity of the Asian youth
and their supporters, but the ques-
tion tor those vouth and [(or us all
is how to mobilise a force that can
SLOp the NE

" The petrol bomb attack on the
house of Oldham's deputy mavor
was a cledr declaration of war by
the National Front and Combut 18.
They are using the ballot box and
the bomb, and are testing the
ground for their racist and fascist
politics. As one old trade unionist
said at a4 meeting in St Helens
during the election: “the BNP are
using the traditional fascist meth-
ods - first the thugs to cause chaos
tien the reasonable men in suaits
iurn up with their ‘sensible” wavs
o sort it out”.

The policy of the British Na-
tional Party is for repaltriation for
Asian, black and other minority
communities. Such a policy is an
attack on the rights of those com-
munities, Minority groups form an
mmportant part of the working
class and an important part of the
trade union movernent,

To drive any divisions into the
class is an attack on the whole
class and the National Front and
Combat 18 are obviously pianning
to build in this situation after the
General Election. The policies of
New Labour help to create the
amosphere where the NF and

the fascists

Jake Parker

others can thrive and legitimise
their policy. The BNP can win
voles and will win votes until an
alternative is built in every field
where the BNP and the NF are
Active

New Labour helps create the
atmosphere against those flecing
oppression and poverty. [t con-
tines them 1o special areas, keeps
them on voucher schemes and

helps set them up as targets for

any racists that feel like having a

go. There are continual reports of

asvium seekers geuing attacked in
London. Liverpool, Glasgow and
in all places where they are
herded and kept separate from the
local communities,

On the issue of asvium seck-
ers New Labour and the National
Front go in the same direction.
While the NP bomb people in
fngland. there are regular bomb-
ing raids on lraqi people and
when people flee Saddam
Hussein and arrive in England, the
majority are refused aslyum.

When the Nartional Front
marched in Oldham and fater ai-
tacked during the night, it was the
Asian community, especially the
voulht who stopped them.

Now that the NF have created
a4 very ense situation in Oldham.,
the council is planning o crect a
partition between an Asian and
White area. Such a partition would
be a victory for the National [eont.

The working class and all its
organtsations st wake up to the
lesson of history.  Starting with
attacking the righls of the Jews,
Asian, Black and other minority
communities, fascism ends by at-
tacks on organised Labour.

In Birmingham during the elec-
uon, two socialist alliance candi-
dates and their supporters werc
attacked by the NF

A tifteen-strong mob pounced
on the Socualist Alliance stall in
Hawthorn unfurled St George’s
Cross flags and velling “Commu-
nists™ and other epithets. They
then grabbed the SA banner, hit-
tng an SA supporter with an eight
toot wooden pole, and overturned
4 nearby Anti Navi Ledague stall.

A Socialist Alliance press release
said that the attack came “in the
same weekend as both Shible
Rahman’s funeral in east London
and the Gay Pride demo in
Birmingham. The same people
who blew up the Adiniral Duncan
pub are given comdort and suc-
cour by politicians, the worst of
the media, and the police™.

Media stories have given false
information. The Marichester
Erening News reporied an old
white man was attacked by Asun
vouth and said the attack was part
of making some parts of Oldham
‘no go areas” tor while people.
The 76 year old was told, accord-
ing 1o this paper, to “get out of
our ared”. The allegation of this
“racist attack”™ has been rebuffed
by the man's family who said on
ITV: "As a family we don't think
iwas a race issue at all”

Other media outlets based their
reports on what 7he Manchester
Frening News said rather than the
family’s views. The media helped
to build the picture that the Asian
community are the aggresst)rs
rather than the targets of racist
attacks. In answer 1o the National
Front deciding to march in
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Oldham, fack Straw banned all
marches for three months. Such
an daction equates the racists and
fascists with those whom they at-
tack. To stop the NYF and their
supporters there must be the wid-
est possible unity in dction, with
the emphasis on the independent
strength of the working cliass and
the conmumunities.

This is an extremely urgent
question and already there have
been some missed opporlunities.
In ihe opinion ol the International
Socialist League {and others) there
should have been a Socialist Alli-
ance candidate in the Oldham
clection,

[t was a great error thal this was
not done,

It s extremely mportant o
study the way in which the Nazis

parly arose in Germany and how
it was fought. There is nothing

betler written than the writings of

Trotsky. The tost understanding
is that the NF comes oul of the
degeneration of British capitalism
and British society, This, in part,
explains why 4 small or even tiny
force can become so disruptive
and appear 10 set the agenda,

[t comes at the time of many
signs of a decline in the world
cconomy and many economic
problems from the 17SA ta Japan
The rise of racist fascist groups is
an internationdd phenomenon,

To combine the Asian commu-

nity, the trade union movement,
the anti-capitalist movement, the
Socialist Alliance and all those
who want @ fight capitalism and
fascism in a united tront will not
nly be a blow aguainst the fas-
ists but can stop them. Such a
novemenl will have o achicve
Lty in practice and such a move-
mznt would dlso deepen the
stuggle against the British State
ard New Labour in the fight {or
scrialisnn,

Sorialist Voice May 2001

Worm’s Eye
View

“THE WORMS OF THE EARTH WILL CRUELLY DEVOUR THE LIONS,
LEOPARDS AND WOLVES...AND THE LITTLE AND COMMON PEQPLE
WILL DESTROY ALL TYRANTS AND TRAITORS.” 14717 CENTIRY FRIAR,

JEAN D8 ROOURRAIILADLE

Silenced by a Plastic Bullet
in Quebec

I'm sitting in Eric Laternere's
basement apartment, and his
celiphone is ringing. He Inoks at
it Lo sec who's calling. He
doesn’t answer, He cannot
speak. His throat crushed. Eric
Lalerriere wants justice for the
pain he has suffered

Democracy is ah(m{ the right
to speak out, but our country is
now responding to peaceful
protestors with unprecedentad
clouds of wxic tear gas and a
new form of repression: plastic
bullets.

The cop who hred at
Laterriere was no more than 20
leet away from him, near the
wall surrounding the Summit of
the Americas in Quebec
Citv.. Eric Laferriere, holds the
plastic bullet that hit him.

He now has a steel plate in
his throat and breathes through
a small metal hole. He speaks in
a faint whisper and with diffi-
culty, wincing at the pain {rom
the 6-inch stainiess stecl pipe
stuck in his throat. Every breath
burns. "it's like someene is
grabbing me by the throat and
trying 1o choke me. How could
a cop do this to me?” he asks
angrily, holding up a white 4
inch picce of plast : Very
bullet that hit him.

"Here, take i, knock it agains
your head lightlv,” he tells me.

It 18 hard, ke a rock. "That's
what hit me squarcely in the
throat. It was travelling at 300
feet per second. And somehow |
had the reflex w reach down
and grab it and put it in my
nocket.”

nthe corner of his living
room sits a table stacked with
liospital supplies. packages of
nlastic wbing and 4 machine o
suck out the higquids that build
up in his lungs. "1 am going
through two boxes of Kleenex
per dav, IUs not every dayv that
you can find it on sale.

"I can't go swimming or tike
a bath. 1 have a hole in my
throat. 1 can't even make love
— I can't get excited, 1 have 10
reinain caim. LI am not violent,
I have no dossier. I'm clean”

Omn Saturday afternoon, he
stood alongside other protestors
on Boulevard Renc Lt’\’("‘a({ll("
some 20 feet from a double ©
triple row of Jully dt-;-.cxe(:iuom
riot police. Nothing much was
happening. 1t was calm. Then
ali of a sudden. clack, clack,
clack, the cops started liring tear
sas canisters at the protestors.
“There was absolutely no reason
for the cops o start firing that
tear gas.”

The gas was so thick, he
could not sce the person next 1o
him. Some people ran, others
gol angry. He mimed his out-
rage... Suddenly, he was dou-




bled over in pain, on the
ground. "My hand no longer
worked. What did they do o
me? 1 didn't know what hit
me. .. | tied to speak, but
nothing came out,”

Who fired the shot? And will
he face the musics “tor at-
tempted murder a person
should get 15 years,” Laterriere
tells me... Thev succeeded in
crushing Eric Lalerriere’s voice.
Will vou use vours (o speak out
against the chemical and mili-
tary attack against peacefl
Prolestors?

From a rveport by Tooker
Gaomberg in the Canadian
magaziine NOW'

Good for the Poor

A new World Bank report on
Mexico, An Integral Agenda of
Derelopment for the New Era,
was formally presented in
Mexico on 21 May. The report
includes specitic recormmencdla-
tions on lubour policy tor the
governnment of President Vicenic
Fox, most notably proposals for
increasing the “flexibility™ of
Mexiwcan labour.

The report recommends that
current regulations mandating
severance pay, collective bar-
gaining, exciusion contracts,
obligatory benefits, restrictions
on contracts for lecmporary
employment and apprentice-
ships, antiquity-based promaotion
schemes, company-sponsored
training programs, and company
payments to social security and
housing plans, should all be
eliminated.

The report suggested that
North American investors will
continue to have doubts about
Mexico's economic future, while
the poor will continue (o be
“impeded” by pro-labour laws
from “obtaining the gredtest
benefit from their human capi-

tal.”

President Fox said that all the
suggestions and recommenda-
lions made by the World Bank
“are very much in line with
what we have contemplated,”
and that indecd they arc essen-
tal for Mexico 1o “really enter
into a process of sustamnable
development.”

Mexico Solidarity Netwwork.

Hang Down Your Head Bill
Morris!

The Liverponl Daily Post
reported in s front page story
on 29 May that the 400 plus
workers remaining in the port,
including those who ook the
dockers” jobs and worked
during their great and biter two
and a halt vears suuggle, now
tace further "redundancy and re-
organisation”.

“Puropean legislators”™ said
the Post are insisting thuat port
services be brought into line
with other industries and
thrown open 1o competition.”

A spokesman of the European
Commission declared: “The port
services market covers pilotage,
lowige, mooring and ¢cargo
handiing. Historically, these
services have been provided
within frameworks characterised
by exclusive rights and mo-
nopolies.” He certainly did not
mean the shipping lines when
he spoke exclusive rights and
monopolies. In fact, he was
speaking for them because one
reason for reorganisation of port
services is that the powerlul
shipping lines are demanding
that they handle their own
vessels m port.

The real meaning of those
words was that historically there
has been a strong union organi-
sation. The spokesman went on:
“In the area of cargo handling,
these traditional structures have

been challenged successtullv.”

[n other words, the trade
union strength was smashed.

Colin Carr, a spokesman oOf
the Transport and General
Workers Union said: “We have
about 400 core workers left who
are emploved by the port in
ancitlary services and policy is
o resist these proposals.”

With the same leadership of
the T & ( that allowed this
situation o ¢come about” Ex-
dockers on Merseyside and the
WOW remember very well the
meeting at the beginning of
their struggle, when Will Morris
addressed a mass meeting with
the following immortal sen-
leNCes: |

It 18 one of those situations
where as you age and vour
grandchildren say to you
"Where we yvou at the great
moment, you cither stand up
and say: "1 was there” or vou
hang vour head in shame with-
out an answer” and I tell you
this, when my grandchildren say
in 15, 20, 25 years {rom now
“where were vou when the
Liverpool workers were fighting
for their jobs, their dignity, and
their pride | want to be able o
say: “1 was there, marching with
them, side by side.”

(The {ull speech can be tound
on Labournet.)

Socialist Voice May 2001
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The real role of

The following is the first instalment of a
three-part serialisation of a shortened
version of the article, United Nations:
World Forum Or Instrument Of Re-Coloni-
sation? by Angel Luis Parras. It is taken
from issue two of Marxism Alive, a theo-
retical and political magazine in which
the International Workers League is in-
volved.

The article discusses something that is
extremely important for those who are
opposed to capitalism as there is a great
deal of confusion on the role the UN plays
in the Middle East, East Timor and in the
many other countries of the world where
the USA and Europe are concerned to
prevent the rise of independent move-
ments that could challenge their ability to
exploit the countries when and how they
wish.

Angel Parras is a member of the PRT
(Spain) and the Executive Committee of
the I'WL.

last September, the so-called Millennium Summit of
the United Nation was held to discuss the role and
torm of the UN. In his Millennium Report. the Sec-
retary General, Koli Annan, declared that “founded
in 1945 1o introduce new principles into interna-
tional relationships, the United Nations has achieved
better results in some spheres than in others.”

As far as the “lower spheres” are concerned, the
report could not but present a4 depressing picture.
In the last decade, over 5 million people have been
killed in wars and refugees can be counted by the
millions. As far as living conditions are concerned,
over hall the world’s population (some 3,000 mil-
lion people), survive on under two dollars a dav.
1,200 million do not even reach a dollar a dav.
Twenty per cent of the world’s population hus no
access to drinking water and 800 million have no
health service. One can keep adding devastating
data that supports a conclusion that is already self-
cvident: unevenness between nations and inside
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every nation has become deeper. Kofi Annan'’s re-
port develops a series of proposals all of which bear
the same mark: the need for a “deep reform of the
LN

Talk about reforming the UN leads inevitably to
the question: what is the role today of the nation
states’ Are we witnessing their “minimisation”, their
progressive “dissolution”, or is it that the states are
‘minimised” (o their social responsibility - educa-
tion, health, pensions?

THREE ANSWERS TO A QUESTION

Basically, three difterent answers have been given
to this question on the left. For the social demo-
cratic parties, the UN has becn the instrument of
peace, co-operation between nations and economic
and social progress.

For the left linked to the Communist parties, the
UN was the guarantee of peace because the pres-
ence of Russia and China in the UN provided repre-
scentation for the oppressed and neutralised the ex-
cesses of the imperial powers.

For the revolutionary left the characteristic fea-
ture of the social system has been — since the early
vears of the century — that “capitalism has become
imperialism”. Imperialism was. therefore, defined
right from the beginning of the century not as 4
policy, but as an economic and social structure
whose main feature was that it constituted “the
monopolist phase of capitalism™ (.. ) “bearing in
mind the conditional and relative meaning of all
definitions in general (...} it is recommendable to
give a definition of imperialism that would *... con-
tain five fundamental features: 1) concentration of
production and capital to such a high degree of
development that monopolies are created that play
a decisive part in economic life; 2) the joining of
bank capital with industrial capital and the creation,
on the basis of this ‘finance capitat’, of the financial
oligarchy; 3) capital export, contrary to the export
of goods, acquires a particular importance; 4) the
formation of international monopolist associations
of capitalists and 5) the division of the world among
the mosl important capitalist powers.” Imperialism
The Highest Stage of Capitalism. VI Lenin.

This, for Marxists, meant the UN, as any interna-
tional organization of that nature, born in a social
system as the one described, could not be anything
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Roosevelt, Stalin, Churchill at Yalta, February, 1945

other than an institution dedicated to preserving that
dominance of the social order. The UN was there-
fore the “sophisticated” continuity of the old League
of Nations which Lenin called a “thieves kitchen”.

Those who argued for five decades that Russia
and China were the representatives of “peace and
progress” in the UN, after the events of 1989 and
the end. according to them. of the “bipolar world”,
should, logically todav. be castigating the United
Nations, according to their reasoning, as being for a
single group - the imperialists. However the reality
is different and leaders such as those of the United
Left [in Spainl, for example, are in general some of
the main defenders of the UN.

In the revolutionary left part of those who yester-
day accused the UN of being a “thieves kitchen”
today demand that the UN intervenes militarily in
Rosovo or Fast Timor. And now organizations as
the Lett Block (Portugal) or the LCR (France) de-
nounce the UN for not having intervened before. A
similar orientation was repeated during the Russian
aggression to Chechenia.

[t 1s necessary 1o say, then that those who con-
tnue sustaining the old Marxist characterizations on
the UN are a reduced minority, and it is certain that
it is not the number who agree that indicates who is
right.

Therefore the same question that had three dif-
ferent answers in the left is reduced to this: in its
historical development, in its past and present per-
formances, is the organization of the United Na-
tons, with more or less imperfections, the instru-

o e s e e e ¢ A

he United Nations?

ment of peace and progress? Or, on the contrary, is
the modern version of the “thieves kitchen”, a DO-
litical instrument of the dominant social order - im-
pernalism?

THE BIRTH OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS
in 1800 the proportion of the earth under Euro-
pean control was of 35%, in 1914 the figure had
reached 85%. In that picture of European domina-
tton and colonial voracity, the first agreement that
embraces a truly international dimension, was in
1899 when the Hague Conference, summoned with
the purpose of establishing 4 “convention for paci-
fying international conflicts”. Eight vears later, they
wrote a new agreement for the peaceful regulation
of international conflicts. The results of both events
was 37 million dead and the devastation of Furope
after the beginning of the first world war in 1914,

With the signing of the armistice by Germany, in
November 1918, the discussion and elaboration that
would result in the Pact for the League of Narions
began. The Pact was established to “foment coop-
cration among nations to guarantee them the peace
and the security.” league of Nations, Jose Liis
Hernandez.

[t gave special relevance (o the denominated “sys-
tem of mandates”™ by virtue of which it trusted the
tutelage to those “who people had no capacily 1o
defend themselves”, they redistributed among them-
selves the old colonial possessions of the conquered
countries. They were “the earliest nations™ that as-
sumed the “sacred mission of civilization” and they
would exercise “tulelage in mandated areas on be-
half of the League of Nations.” Pact of the League of
Nations Article 22, They established the “protector-
ates” in this way..

The League of Nations (LON) had as central or-
gans the Council. the General Assembly and the
Permanent Secretary, The Council and the Assem-
bly were responsible for the executive activity of
the League and, according to the article S, the deci-
sions of both organs had to be “adopted unani-
mously”. In that way, the virtual right of veto was
settled for any State.

The LON created organizations such as the Inter-
national Labour Organization (ILO). In front of the

CONTINUED...
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revolutionary wave that shook Hurope from the
Russian revolution of 1917, for the LON, the crea-
tion of the TLO responded to the “conviction that
international peace was inseparable from social
peace”.

FROM THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS TO THE
UN

The League of Nations was hit by the economic
crises and tormally remained up to 1945 - but was
really definitively buried in 1939, with the remains
from the new world war that would liquidate more
than 55 millions and, tor a second time, sec¢ the
destruction of Europe.

At the conclusion of the Second World War, 20
june 1945, in San Francisco, the United Nations
Charter was approved and with it, the UN was born.
Addressing the representatives gathered in the Gen-
eral Assembly, the North American president,
Truman, said: “This Charter has not been the work
of a single nation or of a group ol big and small
nations, but rather it has been the result of a wide
spirit 10 offer and o accept, maximum tolerance
before points of view and in the face of the inter-
ests of the others”. Documents on the history of
international relations 1815-1991. Was the 1N born.
as Truman said, in a democratic torm and not V4
product of a single nation or of a group of nations”?
The history of its gestation show that the UN is very
far from the fable that fruman narrates.

(On 1 November 1941, in the Conference of Mos-
cow, the USA, Great Britain, France and the USSR
“recognised the necessity of establishing a gen-
eral international organizalion as soon as possibie.”
in December 1942, the Conference of Teheran ook
place, with the UUSA, Great Britain and the USSR In
the toasts, Dictator Stalin atfirmed: “Now it is for
sure our people will act together in a iendly way,
not only in the current hour, but also after the war.”
From 21 August 10 7 October 1944, in Dubarton
Oaks (USA), representatives of USA, Russia, United
Kingdom and China met to trace the fundamental
bases of the {uture UN. The document called Pro-
pasals for the Establishment of a General Interna-
tional Organization was a complete text of the Char-
ter of the United Nations that was blocked by two
points of friction: the voting system in the Security
Council and the integration as members of United
Nations of different republics of the USSR.

Between 4 and 11 February 1945, the Conler-
ence of Yalta, J. Stalin (Soviet Union), W. Churchill
(Greal Britain) and FD. Roosevelt (USA), signed a
protocol: 1. That a Conference of the United Na-
tions on the world organization will take place in

the United States of America and that it will be sum-
moned for Wednesday 25 April 1945, (...)

3. that the Government of the Uniled States, on
behalf of the three powers, will consult the Govern-
ment of China and the Provisional Government of
France about the decisions adopted during the
present Conference concerning to the project of the
world organization.”

In the convocation directed 10 the rest of the na-
tions it was consistently expressly that “the bases
for the Charter” would be the established in the
Dumbarton Oaks's Conference “completed up 1o
now by the tollowing dispositions”, which settied:
the key crganism of the United Nations as the Secu-
rity Council, the vote, the right to veto for the pes-
manent members, the principles rights on the terri-
tories under tutelage” the “dismemberment of Ger-
many” was also resolved; the policy of “war repara-
fions”, measures to be taken over Poland, Yugosla-
via, Iran, the Bulganan-Yugoslavian relationships,
south east Europe. the convention over rights. agree-
ments over Japan. etc. In April 1945, a Committee
of Jurists gathered in Washington to make the final
touches. Two months later, the United Nations was
born. A gestation without a doubt that was far, very
tar, from the statements of Truman.

The UN recognises in its principles “the sov-
ereign equality of all the members”. but its structure
and ils organs are the negation of that principle. In
Yalta, chapter 11 of the Charter establishes that the
General Assembly is a4 “deliberative organ”™ i can
“consider. study, raise...” but the decisions of the
Assembly luck any obligation {or governments. From
Dubarton Oaks and Yaita, the Security Councit was
conceived as the key piece, the essence of the UN,
The decisions of the Security Council establish an
obligation for the member States of the UN, The
five permanent members of the Security Council
(USA, United Kingdom, France, Soviet Union, China)
have the veto, the negative voie of one of them
paralyses any decision, To express it in another way,
if the statute of the League of Society demanded the
rule of unanimity 10 adopt a decision, the statute of
the UN establishes the forced unanimity. .. of five.
For the defenders of the UN, the LON failed be-
cause of “the exaggerated democratic character that
it was endow with degenerated in a total anarchy”.

Contrary to its predecessor, the UN was born af-
ter a world war that showed USA predominance in
the inter-imperialists disputes and marked resolutely
North American hegemony over the decadent Bu-
ropean powers, The UN was also born amid a wide-
spread revolutionary ascent that threatened the ex-
istence of capitalism in Europe.

JR P
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Stop the FTAA

The Fallout from Quebec City

In last month’s Socialist Voice we
published the May Day speech of
Bruce Allen, Vice - President of the
Canadian Auto Workers Union
Local 199 in St. Catharines, On-
tario, in which he described the
recent protests in Quebec City and
criticised the Trade Union leaders
who tried to lead the demonstra-
tors away from challenging the
Wall of Shame. Here Bruce Allen
writes further about the profound
effect the events have had within
the Canadian workers movement.

The recent protests against the Free Trade Agree-
ment of the Americas (FTAA) in Quebec City saw a
new generation of radical vouth make a mark on
this country no less significant than the one left by
American vouth in Seattle a vear and a half earlicr.
These voung activists firmly established the exist-
ence of a very significant extra - parliamentary so-
ctal force that both rartled those in power and left
the union bureaucracy in Canada recling. As such
the events in Quebec City were a defining moment
for the labour movement in Canada.

The young militants who mobilized in Quebec
City spearheaded what became an impressive mani-
festation of anti-capitalist social resistance in the face
of the largest mobilization of repressive force by
the Canadian state since Pierre ‘Jrudeau imposed
the War Measures Act in 1970, Yert all of this repres-
sive force did not deter the young militants who
were on the front lines in Quebec City. To the con-
trary, it inspired their courage and heroism. It steeled
their determination. They were also not deterred by
the fact that the union bureaucracy, with a few no-
table exceptions, was just as determined to avoid
cven the semblance of a conlrontation.

In effect, the union bureaucracy not only with-
held its support of the youth on the front lines. Tt
denied them a real measure of protection against
the riot police by leading the massive legal march
against the FTAA as far away as possible from the
riot police and the “Wall of Shame” erected in down-
town Quebec City to “protect” the would be archi-

The WII of Sa me

teets of the FTAA.

In view of this it was only fitting that the demon-
stration led by the union bureaucracy proved (o he
woetully ineffective and politically insignificant. Or-
ganized labour came away with a semblance of cred-
thility. This was the case only because a significant
munority of the union activists. local union leader-
ship and a handful of full time union officials woull
not tolerate the unfolding labour farce. They broke
ranks with the state - sanctioned march 1o join the
youlh being attacked on the front lines of the strug-
gle in Quebec City.

Significantly, most of the trade unionists who
detied the union bureaucracy were relatively voun g
workers. There was, in effect, a divide berween
generations. It separated those who were determined
lo accomplish something meaninglul from those
who, willingly or not, opted 1o avoid confrontation
and received the cynical approval of those who had
deployed so much repressive {orce in Quebec City.

Political Fallout

The resulting political fallout within organized
labour has been profound and unprecedented. This
was vividly apparent less than two weeks after the
battie in Quebec City,

On May 3 an impressive, overflow crowd of over
700 people packed an auditorium at Ryerson Col-
lege in downtown Toronto to hear a panel of speak-
ers address the question After Quebec City: What

CONTINUED...
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Next? Many of those in attendance were young mili-
tants who had faced the tear gas, rubber bullets and
water cannon lired by the riot police.

The most notable speaker was Canadian
Autoworkers (CAW) leader Carol Phillips. She read
the text of e-mails sent to the CAW National Office
by CAW activists venting their frustration and anger
at having been led as tar away as possible from the
Wall of Shame during the legal march. These CAW
activists had gone to Quebec City determined to
make a powerlul political statement not 1o wurn their
backs on those genuinely taking on the {ight to stop
the FTAA.

Carol Phillips proceeded to declare for all to hear
that labour was "embarrassed and ashamed” by what
had happened in Quebec Citv, Her stunning admis-
sion was greeted by a standing ovation by many in
the crowd. She went on to commit that the CAW
would adopt a more militant, confrontational role
in such siations in the future. She even said CAW
activists were going 10 form affinity groups during
furure protests.

(Others in the union burcaucracy have made their
cmbarrassment known only very quictly by, at most,
acknowledging that a mistake had been made. No
one else has yet declared that the union leadership
will do things differently in the future. Not even
other prominent CAW leaders. And in the absence
of such a declaration there is no reason 10 believe
organized labour will eftectively stand as one in the
futiure with the heroic youth who are leading the
fight in North America against capitalist globaliza-
tion. The union bureaucracy is destined o remain a
steadlast pillar of the existing social order and
thereby facilitate the continued advance of capital-
ist globalization.

What we can realistically look forward to in the
attermath of Quebec City are much greater num-
bers of workers at the base of the labour move-
ment, along with some local leadership, linking up
with and bolstering the voung militants who can be
counted upon Lo press the struggle forward. Ti logi-
cally follows that this convergence process should
not only be actively encouraged in every possible

way but done so with the complementary goals of

giving it a more organized form and a more clearly
focused political direction.

In the process ongoing analysis of and principled
debate about this developing anti-capitalist move-
ment will be indispensable o its advance. This will
held true both with regard to its immediate objec-
tives, such as stopping the FTAA, and beyond, mean-
ing successfully challenging the rule of the archi-
tects of obscenities like the proposed FTAA and the
broader process of capitalist globalization.
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|Letter from Argentina

THE SKY IS THE
LIMIT

By Elizabeth
Our Argentine Correspondent

[Daring the privatising craze of the 90s, Argentine
workers fought endless battles to stop this pillage
of the country’'s wealth. They lost all of them, but
they retained the pride of being the only defenders
of whalt it took generations 1o build. This was not
the case of Airlines, where a considerable number
of workers were convinced of the slogan of the
government that ‘private medns efficient. This na-
ivety meant that the lines were handed over o the
Spanish [beria in exchange tor a part of the {oreign
debt. Today, as we hear officials of the Ministry of
Economy saying brazen-facedly: "Evervbody knows
that Acrolineas 1s one of the worst privatising {eats
ever accomplished” a voice hbooms from the grass
rools of the Aerolineas workers demanding 1o know:
“Where were vou, Mr Minister, when this ignominy
was being committed?” For, after having driven
Aerolineas 1o bankruptcy, [beria is now threatening
(o close up, leaving seven thousand tamilies out in
the street.

An Echo of History

On 25 May, festivities are held every vear in Ar-
gentina 1o commemorate the anniversary of the first
Jocal government established in 1810, This was the
first step towards independence from the Crown of
Spain of the former colony of the River Plate. This
vear's commemoration had none of the goody-goady
atmosphere that often goes with this sort of cel-
ebrations. The sermon pronounced during traditional
Te-Deum Mass was an obvious altempt of the Church
hierarchy at blaming the present De la Rua adminis-
tration for the anger of the crowds that were begin-
ning o gather on the historical square. Now, lhat
new attempts at re-colonisation are being made,
ironically, as in 1810, Spain is the target of the angry
chants.

Some of the speakers made it 2 point (o refresh
everybody’s memory as to how things had been
handled to lead Aerolineas {AA) to its present day
state of collapse. Thev told us that Iberia had re-
ceived AA absolutely debt free and the personnel
had been reduced to a bare minimum 1o ensure




“effictency” and “compceti-
tiveness”. The company
came debt {ree because
Domingo Cavallo, Minister of
Economy in the Menem ad-
ministration, had “national-
ised” the debt of the com-
pany betore passing the com-
pany over. Domingo Cavallo s now minister of edu-
cation of the De la Rua adminisiration!

The plundering of Aerolineas

As vears went by, however, AA lost not only many
of its asroplanes - 1o the point that today most of
them are rented - but its Hight simutators, which are
an esseniial part in he raining of new personnel,
its huildings and runways, Il aiso lost something
thuat no atrline could ever attord 1o lose: it lost its
routes.

Not only such profitable routes as the direct flight
to Rome or Amsterdam have been lost; many of the
home flights can no longer be made by what used
(o he the airline of the Argentine state.

“This s not only an economic loss,” said one of
the speakers at 15 May meeting, “this has been a
violent assault on our sovereignty!”

Originally, the Argentine state, the previous owner
of the line, retained 25% of the shares of the ‘mixed’
company dnl a special privilege, known as The
Golden Share, which gave it the right to veto deci-
sions, Nobody quite knows when and how this
Golden Share was also lost,

Workers — all categories, Irom pilots, administra-
rive statt, dirhostesses, down o maintenance and
other workers — refuctanty accepted reduction of
statt in exchange for a formal promise that the ones
who remained would be well paid. Now they bit-
lerly regret such permissiveness with the hosses and
such lack of solidarity with their fellow workers: 1t
has turned against them.

From an outburst to an anti-government
anti- imperialist movement

it was the unpaid salaries that caused the whole
outburst. In the first days of May, news came that
there was no monev (o pay the salaries and new
layofts were announced, Workers occupied the two
main airports of the city of Buenos Aires.

Unfortunately, the workers are divided into seven
different trade union organisations. The highest fight-
ing spirit is shown by the union of mechanics and
technicians, the most plebeian, together with air-
hostesses, of the sectors. They were the first ones to
hit the roof and now they are the ones who refuse

16 be led astray by the false

you behave”.

But even if the more
conciliating wing of the
aeronautic workers are do-
ing their best to make us be-
lieve that this is just a trade
union contlict, their declarations are belied by the
facts, tor in the eves of the majority the following
guidelines are there 10 be scen: This is an anti-im-
perialist movement, for it clearly poses the question
of how international capital exploits local workers
and shows absolute disregard for the will or inter-
csts of the people of the country. Some of 1the most
daring speakers on that 25 May march clearly posed
the need for a "a campaign for a second independ-
ence’

This is a clearly anti-government movement. and

it aims its blows at two administrations: that of

Menem who was responsible [or the privatisation
and that of De la Rua whose attitude towards the
Spanish owners is seen, at best, as extremely ser-
vile,

The anti-capitalistic trait has not been expressed
overtly so far, but it is being more clearly insinuated
as voices claim that “Those who got us inlo this
predicament are unable o get us owt of it $o it 18
now the job of the workers to ensure the continuily
of Aerolineas”.

As a matter of fact. workers are beginning (o add
as the main characters of this drama. This was made
quite clear when they prevented a flight of [beria
[rom taking off from Lzeiza airport and {orced pas-
sengers to ilv Acrolineas. Passengers inlerviewed
by the media said things like: “This is a real scandal.
[ am going o sue Iberia . Those chaps here from
Acrolineas are not to blame. They are just trying O
defend what by right is theirs.”

Fven though the march of the 257 rallied only
the advanced guard of the working class, the feel-
ing that the “battle of Aerolineas”™ - as some call it -
is something that concerns us all is spreading. A
sure sign of this feeling was when football players
wore the slogan “let’s save Acrolineas™ on their shirts.

Lols of people sav that independently from
whether the aeronautic workers win or lose, this
conflict marks a clear “before and after” for any fu-
ture privatisation and it will not be long betore the
slogan: “The wav 1o save Aerolineas is through re-
nationalisation”. so far chanted by only few, will
become part of the general awareness.
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Scotland
and the

Martin Ralph continues his review of the book, /magine, by Tommy
Sheridan and Alan McCombes

As was said in the previous arti-
cle - the big problem with 7miagg-
ine is that Sheridan and
McCombes do not stress the vital
and independent role the work-
ing class must take in Scodand and
the necessily for unity with the
working class in England and
Wales against a common oppres-
sor. This is especially important
hecause of the very close prox-
imity of Scoland o England - an
independent socialist Scotland
could only survive with the
wholehearted support of the Eng-
lish working class.

In emphasising independence
first, then socialism at some later
stage the great danger is of drift-
ing towards the idea of a two stage
theory and undermining the in-
dependent role of the working
class. Lenin was known before
anyone else as being the greatest
defender of the right of self-de-
lermination but he stressed all the
time the independent and lead-
ing rote of the working class. It is
also what Trotsky stressed in his
theory of Permanent Revolution.

The weakness of Imagine on
this question is shown through-
out the book. For example on
Nicaragua  Sheridan and
McCombes say, “Socialists should
also take greal encouragement
from the successful struggles
against oppression that have been
waged internationally over the
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past two decades, Since 1979, a
rogues’ gallery of American-
backed dictalors, including
Somosa in Nicaragua.. have been
toppled like traftic cones under
the juggernaut of peaceful mass
protest.” Nicaragua was later
“brought 1o ils knees by an Ameri-
can blockade”. This is false.

SOMOsa was not brought down
by a “peacetul mass protest” but
through civil war and by an armed
uprising led by the Sandinista
leadership, which also included
direct international assistance.

The overthrow of Somosa did
not resoive the questions of na-
tional independence, agrarian re-
form or workers’ rights. It did not
because it stopped short of ex-
propriating the bourgeois class, of
giving the land 1o peasants and
opposed the independence of the
working ciass.

The revolution that began was
not made permanent and this was
why it is not able to stand-up to

the US blockade. 1t did not pass
the land over o peasants’ con-
trol: it opposed the {formation of
tradle unions and the full expro-
priation of Nicaraguan capitalists.
It even began the new govern-
ment with three representatives of
the capitalist class who later lead
the Contra guerrillas against the
Sandlinistas.

The US government funded the
ontra movement, something
Ronald Reagan is famous for. The
nationalist revolution was pre-
vented from developing by the
Sandinistas, which gave the Con-
tra movement and the US oppor-
tunity of undermining the gains
that had been made by the work-
ers and peasants. This history is
explained more fully in a new
pamphlet called The Permanent
Revolution: Baitle Cry of The
Twenty First Centiury. (see advert).

The errors can be seen again
when the topic of the Balkans is
discussed.

Imagine says “nationalism has
led 10 the tearing apart of inte-
grated communities, ethnic
cleansing, and rivers of blood as
violent conflict rages over dis-
puted territories.” This time they
1ignore the role of a degenerating
Serbian Stalinism, that in order (o
overcome I8 own weaknesses
against the youth and working
class pushed the idea of a Greater
Serbian nationalism that was to
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rule the former Yugoslavia. Inter-
nationalists defended Bosnia. We
and many others defended the
fight for a multi-ethnic society led
by the working class and the
youth. By reducing all national-
isms to the same thing, fmagine
makes a swipe at those who de-
fended the small nations such as
Bosnia and the role of the work-
ing class is dissolved as it it did
not exist.

The same confused ideas are
used to discuss Scotlund. Imag-
frie argues in favour of a Scottish
Capitalist Independence and sees
that independence as a step to-
wards a Scottish Socialist Repub-
lic. Scottish Independence can
mean independence “even on a
non-socialist basis as promoted by
the SNP”. The book implies that
the SNP will continue to grow and
establish independence. 1t is in-
teresting 1o note that the previ-
ous vote tor the SNP not only
grew as the Tory Party was wiped
out because of its offensive against
the working class but also because
the SNP put on a left face, it talked
about nationalisation for example.
The SNP is of course anti-worker
and will become more so. There-
fore, it is important in any de-
velopment towards a referendum
on independence that the inter-
ests of the working class and its
independence is fought for at
every point. Yet the book implies
there is a progressive side (o
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Simon Bolivar In

forces like the SNP: that they ob-
jectively prepare the way {or so-
cialism. In fact if the SNP did lead
a Scottish republic it would rest
on relations with Foglish and in-
ternational capital and lead the
fight against the interests of the
Scottish working class.

We would urge readers 10 com-
pare the writings of Lenin and
Trotsky on the national question
and the Permanent Revolution
with fmagine - a very ditferent
picture of socialism appears.

fere Imagine is very weak -
there is a great lack ol theoretical
clarity in their book —on the Mid-
die East, the Balkans etc It is get-
ting similar to the positions
adopted by the Democratic Social-
ist Party of Australia - which at-

ternational Brigade th

x

at fought in Nicaragua

tended the SSP conference - one
ol whosc leaders have recently
published a booklet attacking
Trotsky’s theory of the Permanent
Revolution as “a grievous mis-
take”.

The DSP position, which sup-
ports the two stage theory of revo-
lutions, is taken up in a recent
pamphlet the Permanent Revoli-
tioni: Battle Cry of The Twernty First
Cenitury. In the pamphlet Bill
Hunter points out that in the tight
tfor national independence: “The
central reality of this imperialist
epoch, which was proved by the
Russian Revolution and whose
truth has becen underlined in the
national and proletarian struggles

CONTINUED...
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and the
Permanent
Revolution

... from page 15

since, 1s that the winning of na-
tional independence can only be
lemporary, can only be unstable
and distorted, until the struggle
extends (o the victory of the work-
ing class,

“Nowhere under the leadership
of the petty bourgeois nationalist
jorces have the questions of na-
tonal independence and devel-
opment of national freedom been
resolved.”

in fmagine there is a complete
avoidance of pulting the Marxist
position that the working class is
the only class that is capable of
carrying through all the demo-
crauc tasks consistently: the right
to health, education, language,
rights of minorities ctc. There is
clear opposition to Lenin's and
Trotsky's position that while Marx-
ists are for the most complete and
consslent equality between na-
tions, there most also be the

“amalgamation of the workers of

the different nationalities in united
proletarian organisations.” Lenin
‘Corrupting the workers with re-

fined nationalist”, 1914

We would be in favour of an
independent socialist Scotland -
but such an entity could only be
achicved and sustained by the
working class of Britain as a
whole. A socialist revolution in
Scotland could only be success-
fut if it were supported by and
spread 10 the whole of Britain
from the very outset - there could
not be a totally Scottish road 1o
socialism.

The Scottish working class has
an outstanding record of proletar-

L |
Socialist Voice July 2001

— [ S —

an mternationalism and made a
great contribution to the creation
of the Communist Party, British
trade union movement and the
unemployed movement and the
this is the history that should be
built on.

To reinforce the separatism in
Imagine i stales that “Socialists in
England, as well as in Scotland
and Wales, should do battle to
reclaim the best of their national
traditions from the jingoists and
racists.” If this means anything it
must mean a call to rescue a spe-
cifically national culture but Eng-
land is one of the Imperialist

heartlands, what is progressive in

England can only be brought out
as part of an international strug-
gle and as part of a joint struggle
with Scottish workers, not sepa-
rately and not by encouraging
tnglish workers to build a spe-
cifically English movement.

The most class conscious work-
ers have always seen that the in-
terests of the Scottish working
class is in developing their strug-
gles as a British movement. The
class struggle is uneven; the rela-
tionships of struggle between Eng-
land and Scotland can themselves
be uneven. |

The Scottish Socialist Party will
have to struggle against the vague
generalisations, which are con-
tained in fmagine it it is to lead
the working class successfully.
There should be a much deeper
discussion on the Permanent
Revolution, its history and its per-
spectives todav.
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- Marxism Aliv

2nd English edition

FRRC

Marxism Alive published by Koorkorn
- the Co-ordinator for the Building
of a Workers International. Includes
articles on the Marxist classics, the
national issue, the ex-USSR and
China.
£3 induding p&p
Living History Library
Lifelong
Apprenticeship:
Life and Times of a
Revolutionary

by Bill Hunter

First volume of Bill Hunter’s au-
tobiography illuminates the strug-
gle of the Trotskyist movement
within Britain and international-
ly trom the 1930s undl the end
of the 1950s.

£11.50 (incl. P&P)

...New Pamphlet...
Permanent
Revolution:

Battle-Cry for the

21st Century

A collection of writings Trotsky’s
theory of Permanent Revolution
Includes a history of the Simon Bo-
livar Brigade which fought in the
Nicaraguan revolution in the
1970s

£2.50 (incl. P&P)

editor@livinghistory.org.uk




