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15t Comment

New movements and
class alliances

Many people can feel the tensions in society are creating
increasing anxiety 1n the working people and for every-
body who are not rich. That shows in the undiminished
anger against the Tortes since their defeat in 1997 but also
tn the fact that bitterness has steadily increased against
New Labour.
[n the countries of Europe and the USA the working pop-
ulation and the youth is characterised by an tncreasing
scepticism, and anger against capitalist politicians. We are
in the beginning of a new world rise of the working class.
The reception given to a book by a French writer Viv-
iane Forrester. L'horreur Economique, is reflecting the
shaking in the world. According te the Guardian, 26 Oc-
tober, it has sold more than one million copies world wide
and may be the best economics best-seller since Karl Marxs
Capital. She says, “Waiters, bankers, housewives, taxi driv-
ers, students, young unemployed...” are all reading it and
agree with its central themes, that, “the constant downsiz-
ing of ever larger tranches of rhe work-
ing and now, middle classes; the steady
attrition, Internationally, of welfare

Many youth are openly

ty one of the Tameside strikers are taking their fight for

justice to an industrial tribunal in February, they are sull

meeting every week and are also determined to remain
connected with the struggle for public services. In Lewi-
sham, a comununity based campaign recently won against
a council bent on privatisation of the housing stock; in
Sheffield bin-men surrounded the council with bins in
protest agalnst plans for privatisation. In Manchester the
firefighters forced a retreat from the management, with-
out a fight, after they voted seventy eight percent in a bal-
lot for rolling strike action. In many areas of the country
workers are fighting these types of atracks in addicion ro
the better known campaigns such as the opposition against
privatisation of the London underground and the great
desire to elect Ken Livingstone as mavor of London. Young
people are also mounting campaigps, such as in Newcas-
tle against the development of an incinerartor.

Not all the campaigns are successtul, some win and oth-
ers lose. But there is a feeling chat
these campaigns have to link up and
have to overcome their iselation.

and union rights; the growing desta- EXpress | N themselves as The rise of struggle will proceed in

bilisation of the lives of those in work,
let alone the unemployed. (70 per ceat
of all new jobs in France in 1996 in-
volved some form of part-time or fixed
term contract; as early as 1993 rwo-
thirds of British jobs were estimated
not to be the steady, traditional, benefits-and -holidays
jobs upon which one might base a life.)”

This is not what Tony Blair wants to hear, he calls peo-
ple tike Forrester dinosaurs and says they are resistant to
modern ideas, mold breaking change and bold initiatives.
Buc 400,000 in France have bought the book, 200,000 in
Germany, 50,000 in Italy, it is a best-seller in Canada and
Japan, it is very popular in Latin America and sold 50,000
in Argentina.

Throughout France, according to the Guardian, un-
emploved people in their twenties have been photocopy-
ing pages from Lhorreur and sticking them up in jobs
centres.

Forrester thinks rhat this subject is the subject on eve-
ryone’s mind, it is the subject of the modern world. It is.

Many youth are openly expressing themselves as anti-
capitalist and there are increasing demands for public own-
ership amongst workers. There 1s an increase in
anticapitalist feeling with a determination to take inde-
pendent action and an increase in confidence in the pow-
er of class struggle.

For example, having fought for one and halt vears, twen-

anticapitalist and there
are increasing demands
for public ownership
amongst workers.

a very uneven and contradictory
way in Britain, Europe and
throughout the world. There are
different tempos for example even
between England and Scotland and
different conditions, such as over
student grants, should be used ro get the best conditions
north and souch of cthe border. The fact that Forrester’s
book can enjoy such huge popularity is a powertul proaf
that modern capitalism has everywhere in the world forced
conditions which are similar - just as the Liverpool dock
workers found. It is a development of the world thar Marx
analysed and foretold would happen unless soctalism puc
an end to the savagery of capitalism, although he wrote
150 years ago,

In the lasc haif of the nineteenth century Marx and
Engels also wrote about the central importance of the class
movement taking place in rhe break of workers to inde-
pendent class politics and developing their own political
expression.

The population 1s coming into struggle and in parricu-
lar the vouth are having to learn the old lessons - in a new
way. One way this is expressing itself is in the develop-
ment of the anticapitalist alliances and the desire both in
the working class and sectors of the left to overcome some
of the old sectarian barriers in the left and some of the old
sectional barriers in the class.

The socialist alliances which are developing are an ex-
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pression of this process. We think the greatest drive inside
must be to link the discussion of building a class alterna-
tive to Blair ro the needs and struggle which are coming
up in the class and the youth.

That means not only giving solidarity but developing
the will to fight together and to give a political leadership
linked in many ways with the struggles coming up, n-
cluding the trade union and community struggics. Such
alliances cannot be developed by seeking easy solutions or
by any group or individual trying to impose or vote through
a particular point of view. It is done by patiently seeking
to unite on the common grounds in the class struggle and
common points of a class programme.

The notion that a party is more important than the
class or above the class should be buried. A party or an
alliance can only develop inside the struggles of the class
and differences can be fraternally rested out in the class of
struggle and should not be regarded as evil. This new proc-
ess should be conducted on a basis of agreements for com-
mon struggles in the class, the discussion on programme
should concentrate on the essential points of the class strug-
gle with sensitivity to local conditions, che different sec-
tions and issues of the class and internationalisi.

The experience of Arthur Scargill and the Socialist La-
bour Party proves that a new workers party cannot be
buile by excluding people and tendencies just because a
leadership disagrees. In fact in France, Scotland, Italy and
Portugal there has been a turn to revolucionary groupings
in the European and national elections and the same can
be said of Brazil (as in the case of our section in Brazil -
the PSTU) and Pakistan {the Pakistan Labour Parcy - see
this issue) from sections of the working class, the youtn
and the peasantry. These are all experiences that have gone
further than Scargill and in many areas the SLP 1s now in
decline.

The movement towards principle unity and struggle is
strong enough to push the Socialist Workers Party towards
common agreements in elections, but they withdrew be-
fore the agreements could be completed and in so doing
they prevented testing out the same process in England
and Wales. Nevertheless the process of building a workers
party with all working class tendencies as millions of peo-
ple turn away from the social democratic and old bureau-
cratic structures has in the last few months taken a step
forward internacionally.

The possibilities in England and Wales can be meas-
ured will be expressed by how far the scruggles can break
out of their isolation and a national expression given to
the fight against New Labour. The linking up of the trade
union struggles with the youth and the communities and
the interweaving of cthe socialist fighters with the working
class and the youth here and in Europe is part of the proc-
ess and is also a precondition tor a growing movement.
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In the form of a ‘partnership project’ with their employers,
staft in Barclays Bank have had the latest New Labour
industrial strategy hoisted upon them. They are thus

presenty experiencing the doubtful pleasures of Blair's
"Thira Way'.

The TUC affiliated, Banking Insurance and Finance
Union (BIFU) had some traditions as a partisan advocate
on behalf of its members. However, in the run up to the
merger with the previous union-busting bank staff associ-
ation UNIFI, it began to discuss a ‘partnership’ deal with
the bank.

[n Barclays' case the ‘partnership’ process began at the
instigation of BIFU in 1998, The process accelerared and,
during the past vear, various joint bank/union commit-
tees have been formed to discuss and recommend on 1s-
sues from flexible working to new grievance and
disciplinary procedures. In all there are nine ditferent work-
ing parties where union lay members join with bank per-
sonnel  and  make

recommendations to
both the union and the
bank.

1 hese working parties the union, then the employee
are succeeding to subvert must be gUEH\}

all the previous work of
the union. Now the un-
wn finds iself acting as one with the bank; recommend-
ing initatives instead of using its own expertise, gained
over many vears defending and improving conditions but,
most importantly, acting independently. For instance, the
union became skilful in protecting members when the bank
tried to discipline them. Now, as well as agreeing to a short-
ening of the time for a member to defend himself or her-
self, it implies the banl is correct. If the bank invokes rules
it has formulared hand in hand with the union, then the
employee must be guiley!

‘Partnership’ in Barclays involves an insidious conces-
sions to the management on 2 host of matters, from health
and safety to measuring the performance of staft. Ir covers
every aspect of working life. For example, as part of so
called ‘flexible’ working, the bank is adamant that the union
must agree to Saturday being a normal working day. This
is instead of the present arrangement whereby statf have
Saturday and Sunday off; their normal working week be-
ing Monday to Friday. The bank is saying that staff must
agree to giving up their Saturdays off because of competi-
tlve pressures.

An executive of Barclays told UNIFI (now the name of
the new merged union; not just the old staft association),
at its annual conference for Barclays members, thar a Part-
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If the bank invokes rules it has
formulated hand in hand with



Endangers Your Health

nership deal means the union agreeing to Saturday as a
normal working day and in return, the bank would recog-
nise the union in its telephone banking arm. Burt it is the
job of a union to fight for recognition, not to give away
the conditions of its own members!

When Partnership came about towards the end of last
vear, it was just when the bank was beginning to slash jobs
in earnest. [t was in their naivety that the union began
meetings with Barclays management to explore the bene-
fits. ‘Naivety' is too generous a word because the union
bureaucracy undoubtedly encouraged and cajoled lay
mermbers to enter into Partnership discussions.

But Barclays workers are now in dire straits. Under its
rolling redundancy plans each division of the bank is plan-
ning to shed staft, from small rural branches to the high-
tech IT departments. The main IT division, Barclays
Technical Services, under its Stretch program intends to
reduce staff from the 1,590 workers it has now down to
1,080 in 2002, Whilst the branch nerwork has just an-
nounced 430 job losses.

As older technologies are replaced by ever newer ones
[T staft have called for retraining in the new gencration of
programming languages such as Java and Visual Basic bur
the bank says that it will take too long to retrain staft.

Despite being immensely profitable (earning about
£1.4bn last year) Barclays is being compartmentalised into
various divisions and each division, in the plan of things,
has to be profitable instead of, as in the past, the whole
bank acting in aggregate.

\When, carly this summer, the bank announced the cut-
ang of a further 6,000 jobs, many staff were simply told
not to bother coming in to work as their jobs had “disap-
peared”.

Barclays sees that presently it is in a position of extreme
strength. Ir sees its statt as completely demoralised with
their careers in tatters. Barclays is now going in for the
kill.

However the national committee of thie union do nor

executives of the untold consequences of
resisting the bank’s demands many staft

openly talking of strike action to defend

. want the Part-
Desnite threats by senior Barclay nership deal the
espite threats by senior Barclays hip dea
bank wants and
voted against
any concessions
to the bank. An
Executive from
the banl has
threatened em-

now feel enough is enough and are

jobs and conditions,

ployees with
“dire consequences if statf do nort concede conditions.
Despite the threats many staff now feel enough is
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enough and are openlv talking of strike action to defend
1obs and conditions.

Sa the position is thar the bureaucracy has pushed the
membership into partnership negouanons. The bank en-
tered them because the bank could make a cose cutting
deal with the unions {undermine exisung conditions). The
union cannot deliver as rhe national committee will nort
concede what the bank wants.

Now in the latest move the bank’s Legal Group Direc-
ror, HR - Elizabech Slaczery, has written to lain Maclean
the senior full time union employee {also chiet of the un-
jon-busting staff association prior to merger of the two
organisations) saying the “dots must be dotted and che ts
crossed” on a deal by the end of January.

Barclays reflects the situation within the whole finan-
cial services industey. Speed-ups, amalgamations and ic is
happening on an international scale.

Workers are rold that their future is connected with the
prosperity of their own individual places of work. Work-
ers must work in ‘partnership’ with the bosses and forget
previous class struggles chat built trade unions and went
on to force governments to create such things as the NHS.

The

verse the attacks by the bank under the cover of Blair’s

re must be a concerted push by the union to re-

Third Way. For many vears the main banking union has
had, as a goal, the reduction of the working week from 35
hours ro 28 hours. This campalgn must be resurrected and
pursued with renewed vigour.

A vrogram has ro be developed and it should be based
on the need for full, comprehensive retraining for staff
whose jobs fall away and a reduction in the working week.
It s important that there 1s ¢reated a unity amongst all
financial services staff throughourt the industry interna-
tionally and a common strategy formulated on the basis
that an injury to one is an injury to all.

. ]
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Labour

Three recent events show the direction and method of
this government: the rail track disaster, the
announcement two weeks afterwards that John Prescort,
the Secretary of State for Environment Transport and
the Regions, had decided to continue with the
privatisation of the Air Traffic Control and the poll in
The Guardian showing the desire amongst the majority
of the population to re-nationalise the railways.

Prescott had, of course, announced iust after the train
crash that the privatisation of air traffic control was being
reconsidered. It was nothing more than a cover, an artempt
at showing concern: New Labour with a human face. Buc
really it was merely ‘spin-doctering’ to cover the Govern-
ments real intentions.

All the ralk about running industry by capitalists be-
cause it is “more efficient” was a lie pushed to an extreme
level by Thatcher. And it has been pushed still further by
Tony Blair and his cronies.

After the crash the stock exchange plummeted by
£850m. The big investors were
there for what they could
make; talk of bringing in safe-
ty measures helped to send
them running.

Opposition to privatisation
1s deepening as increasing
numbers of people see that
privatisation kills.

On a radio phone-in just
after the accident one driver
was almost in tears when he

Supports
even If

and accountability must be linked with the need for pub-
lic ownership. It shows that nothing has changed since
the Southall disaster. Both events occurred on new track
berween Paddington and Reading. Paddington is the fast-
est approach track in London and speed limits had been
increased to accommodare the Heathrow Express. In the
work carried out some signal positions were altered and
could have affected the sight of drivers in the two tragic
accidents. Mike Rix, general secretary of the train drivers
union Aslef, said the union had been pressing Railtrack to
tackle the problem of signal 109 for four years, but it had

done nothing.

Larry Elliot and Rebecca Smithers in The Guardian, 7
Ocrober commented that: “The fragmentation of the rail-
ways through privatisation has also led ro disputes over
responsibilities for accidents, with rival companies blam-
ing each other and inevitably dragging ouc the findings of
public and police inquiries,

“In Briush Rail’s day, all the different parts of the or-
ganisation would work rogether rowards a cormnimon goal.
Rail industry sources yester-
day claimed chat the critical
information about near miss-
es is not shared among train
companies because of its
commercial sensitivity.”

The rules of the market
operate berween the railway
companies, so there is no ful-
ly worked out plan to cover
the development of railways

described working up to 72
hours a week and being very over-tired when driving. In
an anonymous letter published in the Labournet another
driver commented that many drivers are working 13 our
of 14 days, night shifts are often 11 hours long and train
drivers are often on their own.

Bob Crow, an assistant general secretary in the RMT
union (the main rail union) accused the companies of try-
ing to “wash their hands” of che tragedy. He said: “Blam-
ing the staff is not good enough. We will always get human
error but you have to look at why chis happened... The
human cost of failing to protect passengers and workers is
now enormous. [he travelling public knows where the
real blame lies.”

The Paddington disaster shows that demands for safery

in relation to the needs of
passengers. Such a ching, un-
der privatisation, is impossible.

Rail-track and the train operators say that safety is their
main priority. But who is going to believe them after this?
The prime responsibility of a private company s, as has
always been and always will be, to make as much profit as
possible. No amount of fine words, promises or regula-
tions can change this. Prescott says he is going to take the
responsibility for safety out of the hands of Rasltrack and
put it into the hands of an independent body. But what
difference will that make? As the head of Railtrack cor-
rectly said, all this means is that targets for cercain things
will be set by someone else. But implementation, the ac-
tual day to day practices, will still be done by Railtrack

1 T
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Privatisation

it kills

and the train operators.
Railtrack say that rail trave! is safe and there have been
very few deaths in the last two years. But this was a disas-

ter waiting to happen. Rail-passenger deaths in Britain
between 1986 and 1996 were three times those of ltaly,
Belgium, Spain and Sweden and higher than che Europe-
an: Union average.

Britain has a mixed rail nerwork in which high-speed
expresses have to share the same wrack as freight and local
trains. Safery rests on a complex system of signals thart cell
drivers when they can proceed. Yet AT P, which applies che
breaks automatically if the engine passes a red signal, and
which has been implemented in a number of European
countries such as France and Germany has not been im-
plemented in Britain. The number of signals passed a
danger last year was 643, an increase of 8% over the previ-
ous vear and the number of broken rails, a potential cause
of derailment, increased from 801 in 1997 to 973 1n 1998,
a rise of over one-fitth.

The motivation of the directors of the rail companics’
is to maximise their own company’s profit ...and their sal-
aries. Gerald Corbert, Railtrack’s chief execuuve earns
£400,000 and the Head of Safery at Railtrack, Rod Mu-
rram, earns £125,000. What is more important to them,
their salaries or safety?

The problem is not only about individual aspects of
safety. There must be immediate action taken to outlaw
bad safety procedures but part of the satety’ question is
how to make services safe from capital. It is only under
public ownership that a complete assessment of what meas-
ures are needed to ensure safety can be made and imple-
mented. And that raises another issue: without public
ownership and public control of the government and its

finances any nationalised service and industry can be
starved of the maney it needs. Nationalised industries can-
not last for long in a sea of capirtalism.

The Paddington disaster has pushed the demands for
re-nationalisation to the fore. But will not be achieved
without a big movement, It needs much greater inter-con-
nection between the railway unions, community trans-
port groups and all people genuinely interested in the safety
of rail. It also means linking up with all those fighting
against the affects of privatisation or to defend public serv-
ices in other sectors. Rail safety and all these other ques-
tions are also international. There is a lot tor us in Britain
to learn from workers on the continent and in other parts
of the world.

Privatisation has become the basis of government poli-
cy: schools, hospitals, care services, benefits, pensions, fire
services... Tony Blair recently wrote to Tameside Council
to congratulate them on their “bold” programme of council
house privatisation where the entire lot is going to go! He
wrote this lecter after the rail disaster. And Prescort is still
pushing ahead with privatisation of the London tube with
the proposal that Railtrack and Amec, the subcontracror
responsible for signaling, taking over some of the under-
ground lines.

In a different form this government is creating condi-
tions for a wide struggle against its central policy and it is
possible to that a movement as dynamic as the anti-poll
tax movernent can develop - but the question is notabout
refusing o pay, it is about how to run society. In this proc-
ess one thing is clear, this government is not our govern-
ment, it is a government of the right, the feelings of the
population for public ownership is growing. Its view are
not only different to the governments but completed op-
posed. And that is the basis for a genuine mass movement.

=
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Bill Hunter continues his series on the Marxist ‘Classics” with a look at the
famous Wages, Price and Profit

Wages, Price and Profit is a pamphlet that has been
extremely popular, among trade unionists in particular,
for nearly a century and a half. Its sales did nor achieve
the level of those of the The Communist Manifesto but,
like thar little book, 1t pithily lays out basic teachings of
Marxism. A great number of trade union fighters for the
working class have seized hold of it as a weapon against
the hoary old argument that increases in wages push up
prices and, therefore, do not increase the workers real
wages.

The pamphlet comprises an address of Karl Marx to
leaders of the British trade unions on 20 and 27 June,
1865 at two sessions of the General Council of the First
International. Marx spoke on wages and how they were
determined under capitalism.

Marx was a member of the General Council. with lead-
ers of the British trade unions of the time, as well as trade
union leaders from the continent. In this address he was
answering, General Counctl member Ciuzen Weston, an
Engiish worker and a long-time follower of Robert Owen,
the British Utopian Socialist and one ot the founders of
the cooperative movement. Marx’s address, for millions of
trade unionists and socialist workers since, was the tirst
pamphler on Marxist Political Economy that they reaa.

Weston maintained that the siruggle for higher wag-
es was self defeating as there was an ‘iron law’ which meant
that, in capitalist society there was only so much ‘cake’ to
divide between capitalist and worker. So prices went up
automatically as wages rose. The ‘iron law’ of wages was
used by capitalist economists, and by reformists and op-
portunists in the Labour movement since, and still is to-
day, to oppose trade union struggles for wages, and declare
them furile.

Marx demonstrated that prices and wages did not de-
pend on an iron objective law or the wil/ of the capiralisc
owners of commodities to increase or lower their price as
they desired. If capirtalist society allowed its rulers to plan
in this way it would not be capitalism with its private
ownership, class divisions, competing capitals and conse-
quent anarchy. In the many yeats following his address,
the arguments he so completely demolished have contin-
ued to be raised by supporters of capitalism (which Wes-
ton was not, it must be stressed).

It is also true that current among many of the "Marxist
intellectuals who write on the capitalist production today

is the acceptance of an objectivist determinism outside of

society’s antagonisms and class struggles carried on by liv-

ing people.

e
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Marx began by immediately attacking Citizen Weston’s
premises, saying: “Citizen Weston's argument rested, in
fact, upon two premises, firstly, that the amount of nation-
al production is a fixed thing, a constant quantity or magni-
tude, as the macthematicians would say; secondly, that the
amount of real wages, ot wages as measured by the quanti-
tv of the commodities they can buy, is a fixed amount, a
constant magnitude.” (Empnasis in the original).

He goes on to declare that Weston's first assertion is
evidently erroneous: “Year after year you will find that the
value and mass of production increase, that the produc-
tive powers of the national labour increase, and that the
amount of money necessary to circulate this increasing
production continually changes. What is true at the end
of the year, and for different years compared with each
other, is true for every average day of the year. The amount
or magnicude of national production changes continuously.
It is not a constant but a varable magnitude.”

He shows how Weston ‘proves’ the iron law of wages,
only by asserting it. His demolishing blow is to pose: “If
the amount of wages is a constant magnitude, then it can
neither be increased nor diminished.”

“If then.” he said, “in enforcing a temporary rise of
wages, the working men act foolishly, the capialists, in
enforcing a temporary fall of wages, would act not less
foolishlv.”

In the real world, however, the capitalists do notact so
foolishly but act to protect their interests by lowering
wages. 1 hat was the object of "Thatcherism’ in Britain.
With policies of lowering the costs and power of labour
by attacking its unions, it steadily increased the inequali-
cies of wealth 1n Britain,

Marx rook Weston through all the absurdities his con-
clusion implied. If working people’s wages are cut then
under those circumstances, he must accept that workers
must combine, and struggle for a rise. If he does not ac-
cept that the wage cut 1s against economic law, then he
cannot say that the amount of wages is a constant proper-
ty. Marx told him that he would be saying of the real wage-
fevel then: “although it cannot and must nor rise, it can
and must faff, whenever capital pleases to lower it".

He then commented: “If in one country the rate of
wages is higher than in another, in the United States, for
example, than in England, you must explain this differ-
ence in the rate of wages by the difference between the
American capitalist and the will of the English capiralist, a
method which would very much simplify, not only the
study of economic phenomena but of all other phenome-
na...

- — (R Y. S -




“The will of the capitalist is certainly to take as much
as possible. What we have to do is not ro talk about his
will, but to inquire into his power, the limirs of thar power,
and the character of those limits.

“If we deal only with will, then the limit of wages is
arbitrary and not necessary. It may be changed by the will
of the capitalist, and may therefore. be changed agursr
his will”,

Marx demonstrated that prices and wages did not de-
pend on the will of the capitalist. If they did, then 1t would
mean capitalism would be able to plan, but this is contra-
ry to the reality of capitalist relationships, with privare
ownership, competing capitals, and anarchy.

Marx discussed the relationships in capitalism chat de-
termine the real imits under which the capitalist moves.
[ theory and in history, he demonstrated that wages had
risen without increasing prices, with, among other results,
torcing forward productivity in capitalism.

He rold his audience of leading trade unionists: *1 pro-
pose calling vour artention to the real rise of wages that
took place in Great Britain from 1849 to 1859.

“You are well aware of the Ten hours Bill or rather Ten-
and-a-Half Hours Bill, introduced since 1848. This was
one of the greatest economic changes we have witnessed.
[t was a sudden and compulsory rise of wages, not in some
local trades, but in the leading industrial braniches by which
England sways the markets of the world. It was a rise of
wages under circumstances singularly unpropitious. Dr.
Ure, Professor Senior, and all the other official economic
mouthpieces of the middle class, proved. and I musc say
upon much stronger grounds than our friead Weston, tha
it would sound the death knell of English industry. They
asserted that the twelfth hour you wanted to take from
the capitalist was exactly the only hour from which he
derived his profit. They threatened a decrease of accumu-
lation, rise of prices, loss of markets, stinting of produc-
tion, consequent reaction upon wages, ultimate ruin, in
fact... Well, what was the result? A rise in the money wag-
es of the factory operatives, despite the curtailing of the
working day, a great increase in the number of the factory
hands employed, a continuous fall in the prices of their
products, a marvetlous development in the productive
powers of their labour, an unheard-of progressive expan-
sion of the markets for their commodities.”

Marx put to the General Council, three resolutions
which arose from his address:

Firstly: A general rise of wages would result in a fall of
the general rate of profit, but, broadly speaking, not aftect
the prices of commodities. |

Secondly: The general tendency of capitalist produc-
tion Is not to raise, but sink the average standard of wages.

Thirdly: Trades Unions work well as centres of resist-
ance against the encroachments of capital. They fail par-
tally from an injudicious use of their power. They fail

Karl Marx

cenerally from limiting themselves to a guerrilla war against
the effects of the existing systern, instead of simultaneous-
ly trving to change it, instead of using their organised forces
as a lever for the final emancipation of the working class,
that is to say, the ultimate abolition of the wages system.

He called for the unions to alter their aim from a Fair
Days Pay for a Fair Days Work, to Abolition of the Wages
System.

The working class, he wrote: “Ought not to forget that
they are fighting with eftects, but not wich causes of those
effeces; that they are retarding the downward movement,
but not changing its direction; that chey are applying pal-
ltatives, not curbing the malady. They ought, theretore,
not to be exclusively absorbed in these unavoidable guer-
rilla fights incessantly springing up from the never ceasing
encroachments of capital or changes in the market. They
ought to understand that, with ali the miseries it imposes
upon them, the present system simultaneously engenders
the marerial conditions and the social forms necessary tor
an economical reconstruction of society. Instead of the con-
servative motto, A fair days wage for a fair days work! they
ought to inscribe on their banner the revolutionary warch-
word, Abolition of the wages system!”” (Marx’s emphasis).

- |
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The following report was sent

to Socialist Voice by the
Pakistan Labour Party
immediately following the
military coup.

The coup appeared to have been provoked by Nawaz
Sharif’s announcement of the dismissal of the General thar
the Government had promoted only a week before o
Chairman of the Joint Chief of Staff Commictee.

During that week, the General had purged somce ot the
senior military officers who were known as Nawaz Sharif
supporters and, in retaliation, the Prime Minister wanted
to sack the general. This was the immediate causes of the
military take over but the main reasons were deeply root-
ed in the current economic crisis and its political effects.

The economy was in absolute shatters. The Govern-
ment’s attempt to introduce a general sales tax was suc-
cessfully fought back by the small traders associadon of
Pakistan. It successfully organized a nationwide strike on
4 September. In a bid to cool down the traders, the gov-
ernment, in cpposition to [MF instructions, withdrew the
GST and introduced a ditferent rax.

In a move to reschedule the loans from IME the Na-
waz Sharif Government recently rook another U-turn and
blamed the Talban Government in Afghanistan for the
terrorist activities in Pakistan. Pakistan is the only country
in the world to have formally recognized the Talban Gov-
ernment in Afghanistan and it had actively supported the
Talabans take-over in Kabul and other parts of the coun-
try. This U-turn was not appreciated by the various reli-
gious trends within the army.

In another development, the cotton growers across the
country were taking over the roads and organizing inas-
sive demonstrations. They were demanding an increase in
cotron prices. The powerful All Pakistan Textile Manutac-
turers Association, APTMA, was opposed to the increase.
Corton amounts to 70 per cent of total export from Paki-
stan, 10 per cent of the world’s cotton. On 10 October, a
nationwide protest of peasants and cotton growers blocked
all the main roads in the country for hours.

These developments showed the extreme unpopularicy
of the present governmenc. It was a remarkable change in
the conciousness of the masses in the last two and half
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Oppose the Coup

vears. In the beginning 1997, the present Nawaz Govern-
ment won the general elections with 40 per cent of the
vote, winning an absolute majority of two thirds in the
national assembly. It used its majority to introduce amend-
mens to the constitution against chose trade union rights
that remained, against minorities, women, and small na-
tionalities. It tried to bring the bureaucracy under its ab-
solute conrrol. It humiliated ic 1o public.

Nawaz wanted a Mughal Emporer type rule, where 4is
words must be translated into actions within seconds. He
had introduced a telephone help line where he would lis-
ten to any complaint and, after only a marter of minutes,
take action. The TV would follow the story and the im-
pression would be given that justice had been done in sec-
onds. This was without any proper investigation of the
complaint.

The government of Nawaz Sharif had a highway con-
scruction menia. He would like the roads build in days
and all the so-called ‘encroachments” had to go ahead with-
out any zlternarives being considered. Many historical
buildings were bulldozed in this process. This led to wide-
spread reaction among the urban population.

Despite his demagogy, Nawaz was unable to implement
the agenda of IMF in regard to the speedy privatization of
the main public sector institutions like railway, telecom-
munication and electricity. He came into conflict with
some of the international power companies. They had
made contracts with the previous Benazir government to
build power generation plants. They had signed the con-
tract with Benazir government to sell the electricity art a
higher rate than the international competitive rate. They
bribed the government of Benazir rather than the Nawaz
Government. So it caused problems for them. This led to
the intervention of World Bank who asked the Nawaz
Government to seek a compromise with the power com-
pan:es.

The Government tested a nuclear bomb despite the
hypocritical opposition of the Americans. It went to war
with India and lost. It retreated from the border in a hu-
miliating manner. This led to the Nawaz Governmentss
isolation from its own religious constituency and also from
its international backers. It also developed trade relation-
ship with the dying Daewo.

The Nawaz Government was seen as very weak, unsta-
ble and isolated. Against this background, the take over of
the military was not met with any resistance from the
masses. 1 here was a sense of confusion and to some extent
a sense of reliet by the masses.

Military has not yet developed its furure strategy. As,
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Support Pakistani

Workers and Peasants

contrary to the past practices, the military this time has
not used religion as the main cause for its action,

If it goes for open military rule, under martial law, ic
ray face opposition from the IME World Bank and Amer-
ica. The possibility is that it will install a civilian puppet
government under its control. The main aim of such a so-
called civilian government would be the speedy implemen-
tation of the IMF agenda.

The Labour Party of Pakistan anticipated chat this gov-
ernment would not complete ics full five-year rerms. Bue
it had not seen the open intervention of the milicary at
the present level. The military rakeover is yet another set-
back for the Left and trade union movement in Pakistan.
The LPP has issued a press release opposing the military
takeover and demanding an immediate announcement of
a general election under an interim government of work-
ers and peasants.

LPP, 14 OCTOBER

h d Was prmte
it agamst thﬁ

‘Comment

The International Socialist League fully supports the de-
mands of the LPP and its decision to launch a campaign
for the restoration of democratic righes in Pakistan. The
Pakistant workers and peasants should not have to shoul-
der this tight on their own. We call on workers everywhere
and particularly in Britain to support their struggle in every
way possible.

We know that many people have sent protest letrers to
the Paksstan Embassy in London and urge our readers to
continue protesting and at the same time raising the issue
in the Trade Union and community movement in this
country to explain about the situation and support the
position of the Pakistan Labour Party against the coup.

—y — i o

See overieaf for report of the conference of the LPP
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The Pakistan Labour Party Conference

The Pakistan Labour Party (LPP) held its first Punjab Conference in
Lahore on 25-26 September. Farooq Tariq, the LPP’s General

Secretary, describes the conference and the events surrounding it.

The LPP, was until recently a member of the CW1 (often referred to as
the Militant International). The LPP attended the recent International
Workers’ League World Congress in Brazil as a visitor.

Two hundred thirty six delegates and observers attended the conterence,

A three day and nighr illegal wall-chalking before the confercnce, done by a team of 8 members of the National
Students Federation, the student wing of LPD, made sure that the conference was known abour throughout the 7
million strong city. The central part of the city was full of wall-chaikings with slogans of socialism and welcome to
the delegates. In one incident, the NSF made the main student religious fundamentalist group apologise for over
writing our wall-chalkings.

Over 200 red flags covered the main roads leading to the Lahore Press Club, where the conference was held and
3,000 posters were fly-posted in the main industrial areas ot Lahore.

A conference document had been printed in Urdu and discussed by the party branches across the country. The
document included the main arguments on politics and organisation.

The discussion on Pakistan perspective on the first day was very lively. It concluded that it is possible that the
present capitalist government of Nawaz Sharif might not complete the remaining two and half years of its term.
The capitalists have not solved any of the basic problems of the masses.

[n the new era of globalisation, the process of recolonisation of the poor countries has gone along way. The
increased exploitation means thac the per capita income in Pakistan has fallen from $460 in 1990 to $340 in 1999.

Religious fundamentalism has grown but a new Afghanistan or [ran-like siruation is not an immediate threat. It
is difficult for the army to take direct control. It is possible that a new transitional government might rake over for
the speedy implementation of the IMF agenda of privatisation and new taxes.

Fifteen comrades took part in the discussion. There were no major differences. Comrades agreed abour the
collapse of the capitalist system and the inability of the capitalist class to solve any of the basic problems of the
masses. Cormrades reiterated their commitment to the ideas of permanent revolution.

[n the evening, a demonstration was held in front of the American Consulate against the sanctions on Cuba and
[raq. Over 300 comrades and supporters took part. A heavy presence of police blocked the way to the Consulate.
A petition demanding an immediate lifting of the sanctions was handed over to the consulare.

The organisational discussion took place on the seccond day of the conference. The priorities of LPP were
finalised. It was agreed that the main work would be in the fields of youth, trade unions and amongst other "Lefts
in the province. Comrades acknowledge the recent successes of the LPP in Sind province.

A 43 members Punjab council was elected with only 4 voting against the list. The council met for a short time
to elect its main leadership. The newly elected chairman, a railway worker from Rawalpindi, used to be a leading
member of the Communist Party. His group had been in discussions with the LPP for three years and the whole
group of 33 joined the party last August.

At 4pm, a play called Chingari was pur on by the party’s cultural wing. The press club hall was absolute full. The
40 minute play exposed brilliantly the exploitation of peasants by the feudals of Pakistan and showed the fight
back by the peasants.

At Spm, a second demonstration was held against the imposition of cenrral rule in Sind province. Over 400
participated in a march to the main Mall Road of Lahore.

The conference will prove a landmark in the development of the revolutionary forces in Punjab. It was reported
by most of the national media and was a major step forward at a time when the religious fundamentalists are
making new inroads among the disenchanted youth. The wall chalking, the posters and the news coverage have
already brought new members into the party.
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Independence For East Timor
No to Indonesia or the United Nations

Millions of people throughourt the world were appalled
and angry at the blood bath that swept through East Timor
foliowing the announcement of the result of the 30 Au-
gust referendum in which almost the entire indigenous
population voted for independence.

As the East Timor International Support Centre in
Australia satd: “Within hours Indonesia started a system-
atic and planned campaign of intimidation, killings and
physical destruction of buildings and infrastructure. This
plan resulted in a cleansing of Dili and most cities fol-
lowed by a scorched earth policy...” The paramilitary forces
were armed, organised, and directed by the Indonesian
army. For days the United Nations did nothing,

The UN role has been despicable. Independence lead-
ers had warned about 2 bloodbath unless there was a tran-
sition period during which the militia were disarmed -
(iusmao, the East Timorese leader, even talked of a five-
vear period before the ballot. The Indonesian army’s plans
in the event of losing the ballor were publicised months
ago in the Australian media. Despite this, the ballot pro-
ceeded and the celebrations on the day the resulc was an-
nounced alfowed the army and militia to identify peoplc
for execution.

The Indonesian occupying forces reacted as had been
predicted by observers on the scene. The weapons that
had been stockpiled and the forces that had been mobi-
lised conducted a well-planned operation. They proceed-
ed to drive out anyone who might bring the terrible story
to the outside world and cut off communications, while
massacring and expelling tens of thousands of people to
an unknown fate, burning and destroying and murder-
ng.

The referendum was a pact made in May 1999 between
Portugal and Indonesia with the agreement to be super-
vised by the UN and the Indonesian army. The UN en-
couraged the referendum because the Indonesian regime
itself was becoming weaker. The mobilisations in 1998
that led to the fall of Suharto were accompanied by the
rise of the movemenc for independence in East Timor,
Repression did not resolve the situation and the regime
was threatened. It was at this ime that the USA demand-
ed a rapid change of leadership, Habibie came to the fore
and was forced to accept some of the demands of the mass-
es. Burt the military remained intact. The subsequent de-
velopments in East Timor have compounded the crisis of
the Indonesian regime. Habibie is very weak and the army
is fearful that East Timorese independence will fuel the
resistance movements in [rian Jaya and Aceh.

The UN sent troops to East Timor not because it was
concerned about the terror and killings but because of in-
ternational pressure and actions from the supporters of
the East Timorese, above all the working class organisa-

tions and their supporters. The Maritime Union of Aus-
tralia banned an estimated 380 million in cargo of Indo-
nesian shipping in protest against the unrelenting violence
by Indonesian military and militia in Timor and was quick-
.y supported by other Australian unions and internation-
ally. All conrainers coming onto the wharves were being
isolated 1n holding areas, any Indonesian bound contain-
ers found on board ships were being offloaded and cargo
from Indonesian ports were being delayed, banned or held
in port. MUA members in the ports of Melbourne, Syd-
ney, Brisbane, Adelaide, Darwin, Fremantle, Townsville,
Newcastle, Gladstone and Burnie rook action against In-
donesian cargo. In Burnie, Tasmania the unionists from
the CFMEU, AMWU, TWU, Education Union, Health
and Community Services Union supported the MUA pick-
ot lines.

The Internadonal Transport Workers' Federation, Lon-
don. called on all its 500 affiliates worldwide, to follow
the example of the MUA and “organise appropriate pro-
test action against Indonesian commercial interests includ-
ing air and sea traffic coming frem or bound for Indonestan
ports and airports.” The UN had to try to divert this move-
meit,

Major tseneral Peter Cosgrove's first remark when he,
as leader of the UIN army, met the Indonesian command-
er, was to commend the military for *first class assistance’.
Fle insisted thar “the main task was to help all East Timor-
¢se that needed help - not to disarm the militia”.

East Timorese history is littered with similar examples
of its duplicity and treachery. In 1979 as the rerror in East
Timor reached a peak the Security Council of the UN
ordered Indonesia to withdraw at once, but withour ef-
fect. In his memoirs Moynihan, US ambassador 10 the
UN, explained the reasons: “The United States wished
things to turn out as they did,” and he dutifully “worked
to bring this about,” rendering the UN “utterly ineffec-
tive in whatever measures itundertook.” As for how “things
turned our,” Moynihan comments thar within a few
monchs 60,000 Timerese had been killed, “almost the pro-
portion ot casualties experienced by the Soviet Union dur-
ing the Second World War.”

How this country has suffered. The 24 years of occupa-
tion is a history of state terror supported and covered up
by imperialism and its agencies.

The officers of Kopassus, the most prominent killer
squad sent to East Timor, were trained in the United States.
The Australian military was also heavily involved in the
training of Indonesian armed forces. The British govern-
ment is no better. Undoubtedly, they will wish to go on
with cheir ‘special relations’ with the regime.

The UN does not respect the fight for independence or
the territorial integrity of the country. The UN is there to
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help apply the demands of the World Bank and the IMF
for privatisation, control of oil and ether resources and
the payment of the external debt. It wants an cconomy
integrated with the interests of Australian and regional
capitalism. lts forces comprise mostly Australians whose
leaders signed the infamous deal with Indonesia over the
oil deposits in the East Timor Gap and was the first to
rzcognise Indonesian sovereignry over East Timor after
the invasion of 1975.

The Internacdional Socialist League is unconditionally
in support of independence for East Timar. We support
the armed resistance of Falintil. We also support che re-
cent student mobilisarions in Jakarta.

We are against the interventon by the UN in East
Timor and the region. Western governments and the
mulci-nationals are consistently exploiting the peoples
of the region. Exrremely low wages, slave and bondage
labour are growing in the area. John Pilger in his book
Hidden Agendas describes the wages of Indonesian work-
ers as less than $2 a day and a history of the government
imprisoning and killing trade union hghrers. He also ralks
of the rapid growth in 1995 of new trade unions. The
situation facing these workers is worst today after the
collapse of "Tiger’ economies and the IMF plans.

The weakness of the Indonesian regime is rooted in
the combarivity of the working class and the continual
struggle for independence of the East Timorese.

It is only by a development of those who have already
begun to fight, that is by the Timorese resistance and
people, the Indonesian workers and students thac top-
pled Suharto twelve months ago, the organised interna-
cional working class like the Australian dockers and all
those who believe in real justice, that independence can
be achieved.

Qur governments are seeking even greater control and
dominarion in the area. The use of the UN and direct
US and British force is increasing: Iraq, the Balkans, Phil-
ippines (see the last issue of Socialist Voice} and else-
where.

The only way of supporting the East Timorese people
is by supporting the victory of Falintil over the Indone-
sian occupiers, by supplying arms to them and by mobi-
lising an international campaign for trade unions bans
on Indonesia to demand the immediate withdrawal of
all Indonestan troops.

The British government must be forced to recognise
the independence of East Timeor and respect the deci-
sion of the peaple. Stop all British arms sales to Indone-
sia and support all boycotts of the trade unions against
Indonesia and all companies who benefit from relations
with the Indonesian government.

Immediate and unconditional withdrawal of all In-
donesian forces from East Timor! Independence for Easc
Timor!

End the repression against Indonesian students and
workers! No to the intervention of the UN! Arm the
Timorese resistance!
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 Letter from Argentine

HOW

REVOLUTIONARY

MEMORY
LIVES

The following story was written by Elizabeth, a long
time member of the International Workers’ League.
Elizabeth now lives in Argentina but spent a number
of years in Poland from the 1980s until quite recently.
The story comes from that period.

“He who ignores the truth is a fool. He who knows it
and conceals it, 1s a criminal” - Breche,

X was one of the many young men who do not fit
exactly into either of the two categories mentioned by
the poet quoted above. Like his father, he was a member
of the Polish United Workers Party and called himself a
Communist even when his party became the leading ele-
ment in the restoration of capitalism. [ had had many
discussions with him, but [ had never been able to find
the right argument to prove that what he considered to
be the last stronghold of Communism in his country was
nothing but its own opposite.

For more than three generations his family had been
living in the same small house in the suburbs of Warsaw.
When X’s sister moved in after their grandfather’s death,
they decided to redecorate the house. When they were
knocking down one of the walls, they noticed to their
surprise that some of the bricks sounded hollow. They
made jokes about their grandfather - an old Communist,
too - hiding a treasure there bur little did they suspect
how near the cruth they were until they tound a wooden
box, covered in tar to protect it from humidity. Inside
there were some papers. Among them, they found a litrie
booklet, 32 yellowish pages with the print fading away.
Its title was: FOR A NEW INTERNATIONAL. It had
been published in 1933. One of the writers who had con-
tributed to it was Leon Trotsky. It would serve no pur-
pose to try and translate here all the arguments, butsome
sentences do sound as if they were written but yesterday:

“Internal regime is something which must be extremely
well taken care of... Workers' democracy is not a question
of organisation. It is a social 1ssue. The more does a party
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lean away from proletarian policy, the less it can support
being controlled by the workers” advanced guard.

“A revolusionary policy is unthinkable without a revo-
lutionary practice. It is here, at least, that we do not have
to start from the beginning. We come from Marx’s and
Lenin’s standpoint... The first Congresses of the Commu-
nist International are our priceless ideological heritage. ..
We shall not move an inch from the first four Co ngresses,
if for nothing else, then for the fact thar the Stalinists have
already forsaken ther.

“He who demands guarantees of success right from the
very beginning will have to give up the idea of doing any-
thing at all.

“Nobody has taken the trouble to make the road to the
liberation of the workers a smooth one... We shall have to
advance with all the unavoidable stops, flows and ebbs.
On our way we shall find rubble from the past... He who
fears, step away!

“Any revolutionary organisation is subject to the pres-
sure coming from enemy forces and this holds true as long
as class soctety exists in the world... This pressure can ex-
press itself in many ways: centrism, opportunism, sectari-
antsm and other deviations are just a part of ic.

“Let us be clear about it. Bolshevik Leninism will con-
tinue the task no matter whar the conditions are bur the
workers state can only be saved by the international strug-
gle of workers led by an international party... it is this par-
ty that is nowhere to be seen. And that deepens the birter
disappointment of the workers who often find their strug-
gle pointless.

"One of the psychological sources of opportunism is
the fear of undertaking great tasks, i.e. the lack of fzith in
the revolutionary possibilities...Great tasks do not fall from
the blue. They come as a result of the class struggle and
that 1s where we must search for what we need. We know
that we are quite weak now, but history will nor grant us
any facilities in the future. The right method is to assess
whether a task is historically necessary, and if we find that
it1s, then start gathering the necessary forces... That is not
adventurism. It would be so if we proclaimed oursclves
now as the great international... An international cannot
be simply proclaimed. It must be built...”

X read the booklet. It caused a Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
battle in his heart. Mr Hyde advised him to burn it. Dr
jekyll, the scientist in search of truth, bade him rechink
his entire political approach. He was consistent with nei-
cher. Buc he did bring the bookiet to me and said: “As a
Trotskyist, you are in a better position than [ am to be the
executor of my grandfather’s will”.

[ looked at the ageing pages and I thought. More than
nalta century ago a voung revolutionary held these in his
hands and discussed them at his party meetings. [ could
stmost hear the voices. Some agreed. Some wondered
waether it was not too early for such radical steps to be
taken. Others wondered if it was not toa late to do any-
thirg at all. There must have been some who wagged a
warning finger against those who were getting influenced
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by the “pernicious
ideas of the impe-
rialist agent”. A
battle against the
degeneration of
one of the greatest
conquests of the
October revolurion
was being fought.
Then the sec-
ond World War
broke our. The
nazi army invaded

Poland. That

voung revolutionary built his party documents into the

wall of his house so that they could still be found when
the war ended and the discussion could be taken up once
more. But the end of the war did not bring the hoped for
liberation. Again a counterrevolutionary pact was signed.
Again Stalin’s signarure was there, though this time next
to those of Churchill and Roosevelt. Trotsky’s ideas, though
with different methods, were persecuted on both sides of
the Berlin war.

Then even that pact fell. The Yalta-Posdam agreements
no longer sustain the bourgeois world order. And once
again young revolutionaries - and those not so young -
take up rthe same discussion: What kind of organisation
do we need to overcome the oppression and exploitation?

It 1s precisely at that moment that the papers hidden
for ewo generations inside a brick of an old worker’s home
once again see the light of day. Does this mean that we are
now in a better situarion than then to find the right way
out of the crisis of revolutionary leadership? In a way we
are. It all depends on whether we can learn things from
past experience. This experience is there because there were
those who, as Trotsky put it, continued the task no matter
what the conditions.

We shall have to advance with all the unavoidable stops,
tlows and ebbs. Even in times of peace we are subject to all
kinds of pressure. We have been pressed to believe that the
fall of the Berlin wall meant the end of socialism. We have
been pressed to believe thar capitalism was the source of
democracy. We have been pressed to believe that imperial-
ism was invincible. We have been pressed to believe that
gerring organised in a party built round the Leninist con-
cept of democratic centratism was a thing of the past. And
this pressure will not disappear as long as classes exist.
Millions of dollars have been spent to organise this pres-
sure, for the bourgeoisie knows chat its existence depends
on how many yield to this pressure. And many did; both
inside and outside of the revolutionary ranks.

But haven't we reached the point where the tar and con-
crete surrounding the truth should be broken to pieces so
thar those who ignore it should have a chance to learn ir,
and those who intentionally hide it should be forced to
reveal 1¢?
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Stop Another Massacre
of Political Prisoners

. Iran

A large number of students and political activists were arrested after last July’s pro-democracy demonstrations
+  Teheran. The lives of many of them are in danger. There have beern: repeated calls by the ultra-conservative
faction in Iran for the death sentence on demonstrators who have been labelled ‘mohareb’ (someone who
fights God), ‘molhed’ (heathen) and ‘mofsed’ (corrupters). Four have already been sentence to death.

We are pleased to publish the following appeal and urge all are readers to take whatever action you can.

Reports from Iran suggest that the Islamic authorities
are planning another blood bath in the country’s prisons.
Recent comments by Avatollah Yazdi and other senior
judiciary officiats, and leader columnises in the
newspapers linked to the security forces, leave little doubrt
that the regime is planning a large scale cxecution of
political prisoners, especially chose arrested following
recent students protests.

It is not the first time that religious despots in Iran have
used mass execution of political prisoners to confront pop-
ular opposition. Indeed the atmosphere today is reminis-
cent of the weeks preceding the massacres of 1981-85 and
again of 1988 after Khomeini submicted to a ceasefire In
the Iran-Iraq war. '

The students’ protests of July, supported by ather so-
cial groups, have challenged the legitimacy and authority
of the regime at a level comparable with the defeat in the
war with Iraq. It is not difficult to see the regime’s urgent
qeed o launch a blood bath in order to assert its authority
and to confront the spreading protest movement. Howev-
er, given the current internal and international climare,
serious efforts at stopping such a massacre arc likely ro be
effective. Under these circumstances we can be optimustic
that an urgent, united reaction will deter the Islamic re-
gime from such a crime. ltis with this conviction thar we,
the signatories of this statement, express our solidarity with
the democratic, anti-dictatorial movement of the framan
people, evident in last July’s stiident protest movement
and:

{ Consider all sentences issued against those arrested
1 recent demonstrations and protests null and void and
call for the immediate uncondirional release of all those
arrested, including Manouchehr Mohammadi, Gholam-
reza Mohajeri-Nejad, Maryam Shans, Elaheh Amir-En-
tezam, Khosrow Seyf, Bahram Namazi, Heshmatollah
Tabarzadi ...

> Condemn the continued harassment and detention
of political activists in Iran and demand an end to the
rerror unieashed by the security forces.

3 Strongly support the students’ demands for freedom
of thought, expression and organisation, and condemn
actempts to disband independent student assoclations.

4. Call on all political organisations, trade unions, po-
licical and cultural personalities, academics and scientists
to join the international campaign to defend Tranian stu-
dents and to actively protest at state sponsored repression
-nd crimes in [ran. Make every effort to stop another blood
bath.

S Demand that an independent international commis-
sion is allowed into Iran to investigate the chain of politi-
cal murders, as well as the attacks on students, writers and
intellectuals. |

6. Urgently call foran international tribunal to try those
1 the Islamic regime, who have committed crimes against
humanity. We call on human righes organisations through-
out the world to help us prepare for such a tribunal.

Signatories include: Dr Haleh Afshar, Tarig Ali, Lord
Eric Avebury, Tony Benn MP, Prof H Berasteln, Prot T}
Byres. Jeremy Corbyn MP, Maurice Farhi, Prof. Ben Fine,
Professor Khalil Hindi, Richard Hogarth, Reverend Bruce
Kent, Esmail Khot', Prot Basil Kouvaritakis, Ken Loach,
Stan Newens MEP Prof J.B Sender, Hillary Wainwright
and Prof. J. Weeks (UK);

Dr Suzi Weissman, Prof Ervand Abrahamaian, Prof Aziz
Al Azmeh. Noam Chomsky, Prof (Emeritus) Morris Halle
snd Younes Parsa Bonab {USAY

Ali Asghar Haj and Said Javadi (France); Reza Baraha-
ni Shahzad Mojab and Haideh Moghissi (Canada); Nihar
Mukherjee (Indialand Lutz Sikorski and Rupertvon Plot-
itz (Germany)

Mehdi Kia, 20 September, 1999

Co-ordinating Committee, Workers’ Left Unity &
editorial board of iran Bulietin.

BM Iran Butletin, London WC1N 3XX, Fax (44) 0181
926 9144
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