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BTHE VOICGCE SAYS

ublic services in Britain are be
P ing devastated. Labour, Tory

and Liberal councils close serv-
ices and sack workers as if they were
bad players in a game of Monopoly.
These attacks are partof the increasing
brutality of capitalism which can find
no way out except in the most vicious
attacks on the working class: closing
mines, increasing racism and sacking
many thousands every week.

This issue of Soctalist Voice concen-
trates on the fight for public services.
As is shown by the interview with a

_tenants leader in Macclesfield and the

articles on the strugglesin Lambeth and
Islington, council workers, the unem-
ployed and the tenants are fighting, not
only in the big cities but, in all areas of
the country.

The scale of the attacks are such that
they cannot be manoeuvred around as
Labour and Trade Union leaders have
tried to de in the past. To-day these
leaders, in many cases setthe pace of the
attacks: jailing poor people, victimising
council workers and even suggesting
new ways in which the unemployed
canbeattacked. As Audrey Smithin her
articie on the Labour Party explains, the
Labour leadership and those who fol-
low their policies increasingly become
part of the state machine for imposing
the attacks on workers.

Atthe end of herarticle Audrey men-
tions that old enemies can be new
friends. Such a statement obviously
needs clarifying. There are members
and former members of the Communist
Party and the Labour Party who, what-
ever their past, are moved by a class
instinct to fight against these new at-
tacks. It is with these that there is the
possibility of making alliances.

All the witch-hunts, expulsions and
attacks from the Labour Party shows
that party is on the move, as Kinnock
said of himself after losing the General
election, to "serve the nation tn arry capac-
ity."

The class should respond to wher-
ever the attacksfalland at thesame time
go on the offensive. Scargill is calling
for a "massive stay away” on 18th Feb-
ruary and maximum support most be
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given on that day.

The working class must get behind
the miners and the miners must get
behind all others who are fighting. The
aim 1s a united movement of millions.

The struggle of workers to defend
their services, jobs and conditions has
tobe developed intoanoffensiveagainst
the government and the employers. In
the case of Lambeth the working class
should place no trust in an "independ-
ent" enquiry they have to make their
own enquiry into the alleged corrup-
tion because it is only the council work-
ers and the communities who have an
interest in really rooting out corruption
and defending the services.

While we support all struggles, their
victories will not be based on fighting

- for more of a greater share of the gov-

emment allocated money. That cake is
already far too small. The rich must be
forced by the movement to pay for these
services.

Inorderto achieve these demands the
movement has to be united. The Febru-
ary Conference (see pages5,6 &7), which
is whole-heartedly supported by the
Voice, is part of that struggle. To be
successful the class must become con-
scious of what it is doing and what itis
fighting. It must developed a pro-
gramme which responds to the needs of
the class.

But a class programme is not devel-
oped only out of the immediate fight. It
must bring in the experience of its past
struggles. That is why we publish an
interview with Peter Kerrigan. The in-
terview is partof the history of the class.
It was done by Bill Hunter for a book
which showshow thedockersbuiittheir
strength and what happened to it. That
book, three years in the making, will be
published soon.

The massive dock's struggles are past
and they will not be repeated in the
same form but thev help arm us in the
present struggles - if we study what
they did. The dockers struggle was a
sectional struggle which had an effect
on development of the working class.
Today all sections have to be welded
together as one.
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Crisis at Christies

Cancer patient David Dunnico explains what 'overtrading’ means

MANCHESTER'S CHRISTIE Hos-
pital is running out of money. The
hospital which is the North West's
main centre for the treatment of can-
cer, opted out of local health authority

other fast growing cells, which is why
vour hair and eye lashes fall out. The
lining of your nose and mouth is dam-
aged by the treatment, so smells be-
come overpowering and food tastes

control two unbear-
years ago. 7 a bl vy
| ast month In my ward rhej food trolley was ctrong.

Mike Fry greeted with the cry of In my
thClI‘ Ch](}f 'Chuck Wagon f‘ ward the
Exccutive , ' , ., food trol-
revealed I ourcase this wasmeant literally.” ey was
that they greeted

had overspent their drug budget by
half a million pounds, saying; “We are
very worried about where it will end if this
level of spending continues.”

Mr Fry’s remedy for the financial cri-
sis included trying to attract more pri-
vate patients, cutting costs in ancillary
services and reducing spending onheat-
ing and lighting. He also mysteriously
pointed to; “...income generating projects
with various drug companies.” Christies,
which is also one of the worlds leading
research centres into the disease, has
been heavily criticised for the way it
handles its finances. On one hand the
hospital spent £2000 on a salmon sup-
per for dignitaries, while on the other it
had introduced car parking charges for
ViSItors.

While Mr Fry maintains that patient
care will not be affected by the financial
crisis, personal experience shows that
whatever financial games are played,
patients suffer.

The consequences of the overspend
on the drugs budget are being played
down. Fry’s statement that: “There is
concern that we cannot afford the drugs we
would use in an ideal world”, blandly
imphics that patients might be incon-
venienced but not made to suffer. In
tact, patientsundergoing chemotherapy
for example, may find that without the
latest drugs, their treatment may prove
to be much more painful than their dis-
case.

For five months last year, I spent one
week in every three, having chemo-
therapy at Christie’s. Patients are put
on a drip for twelve hours a day and
have fivelitres of chemicals passed into
theirblood. Thechemicalsareextremely
toxic, they have terrible side effects,
which can include a weakening of the
body’s immune system, vomiting and
diarrhoca. Although the chemicals at-
tack cancer ccells, they also attack any

called ‘Kitrol’.

with the cry of “cauck wagon!” In our
case this was meant literally. The sight
of twenty bald men vomiting into their
dinners made me wish away the hours
until the drugs troiley came with my
sleeping pills.

The only other relief during chemo-
therapy comesfromanti-sicknessdrugs.
This is where the truth behind Fry’s
bland staterment about giving a patient
one pill instead of another, is exposed.
Most of the patients on my ward were
given an anti-sickness drug called

Zofran’. Most of them threw up sev-
eral times a day. Others, myself in-
cluded, weregivenananti-sicknessdrug
Most of us didn’t throw
up. But the hospital could not give
more people Kitrol because it cost more
than Zofran. In fact the Kitrol Christies
were using had been given to them by
the manufacturer, to try out. In short
patients suffered because the hospital
couldn’t spend more on drugs. In fact,
what happend was the nurses and the
ancillary staff Mike Fry wants to save
money on, spent more time cleaning up
puke instead of supporting patients.
The supply of Kitrol ran out before my

treatment had finished, so I had to have =

the other less effective drug and could
certainly feel the difference.

It would be wrong to think that this e

problem is unique to the Christic Hos- ..

pital. All hospitals have to balance their . .-

drug budgets and in all cases patients
must suffer. General Practioners must .
aiso balance their drug budgets. After
each course of chemotherapy, some .
patients had to continue taking anti- |
sickness tablets, which are incredibly y
ernment departments 2300 transport]};gf
':'900(}"'Emp}0yees from. thefff_f

expensive. These had tobe prescribed

atients own . Insomeca iy
by patients owndoctors. Insome cases ::::;;;workersﬁ

the GP’s were reluctant because 1t

would have taken them over budget.
In real life, that is what “balancing
budgets” means. ||
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PRIVATISING
THE LAW

PAUL CONDON, the new £86,000 a
year Commissioner of the Metropoli-
tan Police, says that the thin blue line
of the law is twenty years out of date,
and the force should go back to the
kind of basic policing the public de-
mands; a fastresponse emergency serv-
ice, visible policing and care for the
vichims of crime.

Condon could not have read ‘The
Observer’ article published on Novem-
ber 15th under the headline ‘Police to
tace privatisation shake up plan’. This
reported that a Home Office inquiry in
to policing was recommending some
radical reformns. Traffic control, admin-
istration and the guarding of people
and property are all being considered
for privatisation. Proposals that are
likely to find a sympathetic ear with the
Home Secretary, Kenneth Clarke.

Privatisation of the law has already
started in jails. Group4, a private secu-

rity firm opened a prison last April

which has been heavily criticised bv a
judge, afteraninmate wasinjected with
heroin and tortured by other prisoners.
The prison privatisation plan ran into
more trouble when the Home Office
had to reverse an announcement that
companies wanting to take over
Strangeways in Manchester, could cut
staffs pay and conditions. This U-turn
will mean that companies tendering for
the contract will have to revise their
bids.

But this U-turn does not signal the
end of the privatisation plans. Irison
officers and prisoner organisations tace
a hard struggle to keep up resistance to
the plans. Recently, the Prison Officers’
Association finally started to oppose
them, but nooneshould be fooled about
the sincerity of thetrleadershipsactions.

Experience shows what happens
when security services are privatised or
contracted out. In Wolds prison, where
Group 4 Remand Services has a £25
mitlion a year contract and boast about
the conditions, there has been several
riots. Private security tirms are notori-
ous employers, guards in some cases
carnjust£2 per hourand have no sickor
holiday pay. Neither the prisoners nor
the staff will benefit from privatisation,
poth will sutter. The prison services
union have said the market testing of
Strangeways is in disarray and should
be halted. N
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Second Class

Postal worker Peter Dee on the run up to privatisation

hen your mail arrives late who do you blame: the postal
workers or the management and the preparations for the

government's privatisation?

Over Christmas many postal workers had more mail than they could cope with.
For example, in one post office on a number of days they had to take three bags out.
Normally a postal worker goes in at 5am and begins to ‘throw off’ (sort) the mail
at 6.30am. They collect the mail from the area frames and then sort it into streets
and into numerical order for delivery. Delivery will startat 7.30amand should take
one hour and forty minutes.

~ After a tea break, the second delivery is sorted and then delivered which means
that a postal worker should finish at 12.15pm.

Normally at Christmas, to cope with the extra load, overtime and extra days are
used and are known as ‘Christmas Pressure’. This year overtime was cut to a
minimum and there was no Sunday delivery before Christmas. In the past,
pressure conditions started earlier. This year they started ten days before Christ-
mas instead of the usual three weeks. Until the pressure period starts postal
workers get just normal rate payment, known as extended delivery, not the
overtime rate.

All this meant that mail delivery was later than it would have been in past years.
The workers did their best to get the mail out but delays became inevitable due to
the cuts.

The Post Office recently boasted that in the six months to September they more
than doubled their profits from £62m to £135m. Most of these profits came form
the Royal Mail sector where the volume of mail rose by 1% from the level of April
1992.

The Royal Mail have increased their profits by increasing the workload and
getting rid of jobs. Thousands of jobs have already been slashed and, in fact, they
plan to get rid of 16,200 in the next three years. The Christmas delays highlighted
what is a deep seated problem. Workers are being forced to work harder for less
money. This ‘streamlining’ of the Royal Mail is being carried out because the
government and the management are preparing for privatisation.

Michael Heron, former personnel director of the multinational Unilever, was
appointed chairmen of the Post Office in October. This particular “job for the boys’
is to oversee the destruction of workers conditions and make sure that other "boys’
make super profits out of the Post Office.

The government is determined to go ahead with privatisation. Allthose who use
the post service, which is just about everyone, should know that they and the Post
Office workers will be paying for all the future super profits.

The Labour Party and unions have already warned that privatisation will lead to
higher pricesand poorer services. Butitisnotjusta question of warning the pubiic
and workers about what privatisation will mean, but of organising both the postal
workers and the public in a fight against it.

The Post Office is the easiest service to defend because everybody needs it and
businesses depend on it. A force could be buiit which would shake the govern-
ment.

During the fight against the Poll Tax, postal workers were amongst the most
involved in forming work based anti-Poll Tax unions and played a very active role
at the height of the campaign.

An energetic campaign should start now of public meetings involving the
public with Post Office workers and discussing together a plan of action. M

In 'Workers Talking' readers tell us what is going on in their jobs.
Write to us if you've got something to say about your work.
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UNITE STRUGGLES IN THE
PUBLIC SERVICES AND COMMUNITIES

6th and 7th February
St. Alphonsus Centre

Aphonsus Street, Old Traftord
12 noon Saturday, 10.30 am Sunday

The following resolution is part of the contributions for the February Conference

The widespread support over the
miners last year showed the wide feel-
ing amongst the working people and
sections of the middle class in Britain
againstthe policies of the Government.
Like the opposition against the poll
tax it contains a strong concern at the
growth of hardship for the majority,
while wealth and privilege increases
among the top minority andis flaunted
amid arrogant self-seeking and cor-
ruption.

The attackon theminers, services andg
jobs shows that British capitalism 1is
intensifing its attacks on the working
classand these attacks willnotgoaway.
[t seeks to divide our comununities, the
employed from the unemployed and
white against black. The council cuts in
housing, creche facilities, refuge cen-
tres etc will help to increase the divi-
sions.Nomovementcanbereally united
unless it defends the whole class. The
racistand right wing groups seek to stir
up divisions encouraged by the Tory
government - it is only the working
class who can consistently defend its
owWn.

Old age pensioners, unemployed,
disabled, youth and other sections of
socicty who can't pay the Poll Tax are
threatened and persecuted by the law
while the law is flouted by water com-
panies and industries who pollute our
water and who ignore safety provisions
at work and who break the law by the
manipulation of pension funds, insider

Make

Socialist

dealing and financial speculation.

The callousness of government min-
1stersisshowninthat the governmentis
cutting community care cash for coun-
cils in April and has told local authori-
ties not to tell the elderly and disabiled
what care they need - if the funds are
not available. This is to prevent these
deprived people fromdemanding their
legal rights after the cut in funds.

Labour councillors in control of 163
councils were sent a circular by Labour
Party headquarters in November in-
structing them to be prepared to order
compulsory redundancies, cut services
and increase charges. In 1993 they are

doing precisely this.

Butthisgovernmentdoesnotactfrom
any inherent strength it 15 not only op-
posed now by the majority but is more
and more held in contempt.

It is now absolutely clear to a great
number of people suffering under the
economic crisis and under this govern-
ment that the remedies will have to
come from below and will take place
despite, and in opposition to, the lead-
ers of the Labour Party and the trade
unions.

From people at miners supportgroup
meetings, from activists in the defence
of those harassed ?y councils collecting

[Tl |
2 > A

The support union members have givesto fights against deportations and the Asylum Bill is an

essential part of developing working class unity, which is needed now more than ever.

Voice Part of

Your Campaign

Socialist Voice supports workers and communities whenever and wherever they fight
for their rights and against injustices. j
In this issue we have highlighted the way national and local government are attacking ordinary

working class people.

Every month we open our pages to campaigns, groups and individuals.
Send us articles, news, stories, photographs etc.
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE §)
the Poll Tax, from people active in de-
‘once of communities, in meetings In
defenceofjobs, services, safety and con-
ditions, in meetings on hospital and
other cuts, we now hear the cry: “why
can’t we have a united struggle for the
defence of communities, workers’ or-
ganisations, jobsand the wea kest” That
cry is increasingly going to be heard in
Britain.

After the wide spontaneous support
for the miners in October the movement
appeared to go back. But the teelings

“nor the urge to struggle which brought
these upsurges has not gone away. On
the contrary. Butit needs organising by
pcople who are consistent because they
are confident that these various strug-
gles can be united around policies that
will move us together in developing a
powerful mass movement. The ques-
tion we have to answer is how to main-
tain a mass opposition because that
could certainly increase the political
crisis of a weak government and win
some decisive victories.

The central point of this conference
must be to discuss this need to unite ali
those who want to develop a struggle
against the descent into hardship and
poverty with shattered services, educa-
tion and health provision, steadily in-
creasing unemploymentand thedrastic
decline of working conditions.

We, therefore, propose the follow-
ing resolution:

The attack on the working class is on
all frontsand is co-ordinated and led by
the Tory government. [t 1s continuous,
unrelentingand accelerating. The work-
ing class can defend itself only by using
all its united strength against the en-
emy. Webelieve thathasbeenindicated
by the response that workers have al-
ready made in their desire to join with
the miners. We consider, theretore, that
we must campaign to link  together
workers and communities in struggle
around policics that will involve them
in the wider struggle with other work-
Crs.

We work for the organising ofamove-
ment where the strongest sections give
support to the weakest struggling
azainst increasing hardship and diffi-
cultivs - those, for example, fighting
againstclosure of hospitals, againstclo-
surc of homes for the disabled and the

o

.......

o
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The miners demonstration in London was one
of the biggest since the second world war
blind and againstall forms of racism; so
that the strongest help the struggle of
the most defenceless.

Thus we seck to link struggles against
unemployment, closures, cuts in jobs
and services, into joint action by work-
ers and communities; to develop con-
trol by those who run and those who
use services. We support the maximum
unity in opposition against the Asylum
Bill and all forms of racism.

That we assist and seek to develop
support for the campaign for safety of
construction workers and widen the
campaign into other industries, for ex-
ample, among seafarers. The advance
of production methods, speed-up and
lengthening of hours has meant the
struggle for safe ways of working and
the operation of legal safeguards had
become an issuc in many industrics,
including the schemes and jobsin which
youth is employed.

Thatwedemand that Labourcouncit-
lors break completely with what has
become their central role - acting as a
directagency for the attacks of the Tory
government. We demand they return
to the old slogan of the Bermondscy
councillars, seventy vears ago: “Better
break the law than break the poor” and
help organise a mass movement.

Public services exist because of need.
They are being destroyed because the

Socualist Voice

Tories say sdrvices must make a profit.
The measure of success amongst coun-
cil bosses is to force council depart-
ments to make a profit out of their
service. Theirslogan canbesummed up
as: no profit, no scrvice. But communi-
tics and families need these services.
They have paid more than enough in
terms of poll tax and income tax. In fact
in most councils their money goes to
pay off huge bank debts not fund serv-
1CES.

Those who want services because of
need should control them. We do not
need the council’s false “consultation”
we need control. This applies across all
services and industry and it means we
are against all privatisations. The Tory
governments, banks and others have
milked billions from privatisation first
in manufacturing and now in services.
[iiness, old age, disability, children etc
all become items in anaccountant’s bal-
ance. Thatis why even council usersare
referrec to as customers or clients. No-
body who agrees with thisis fit to runa
service oranindustry.ltmeans wemust
re-nationalise under workers and users
control all that has been taken away
from us - without paying these fat cats
any more money.

That we repudiate the policy of the
trade union leaders who very clearly in
relation to the miners in the past few
weeks have been working consciously
to prevent a united movement of soli-
darity and struggle in support of the
miners. We will seek to make the
unions what our fathers and mothers
built themn for - asindependent working
class organisations meant to struggle
for the betterment of our class.

Clearly, the present leadership of the
Labour movement is opposing these
united struggles, we, thercfore, have to
build a leadership of those in the ranks
whoareconvinced of theneed toorgan-
ise this unity in struggle, to defeat the
Tory Governmentand build democratic
fighting organisations of the working
people.

Finally, unity in struggle 1s necessary
not only nationally but internationally.
We, therefore, think it is absolutely ur-
gent that in all our struggles, we take
every opportunity to link with sections
who, today are in similar struggles in
other countnes.
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in Public Services & Communities

Socialist Voice talked to Terry Cullen, a member of the Western Tenants
Association which represents the residents of the biggest council estate in
Macclesfield. Terry who is a member of the Labour Party, heard about the
February conferenceat the Socialist Movement Conferencein Sheffield.Here

he talks about the problems in Macclesfield and what he hopes the confer-

ence can achieve.

Socialist Voice: “What are tenants
facing in Macclesfield?”

Terry Cullen;: “One of main issues is
Compulsory Competitive Tendering for
housing managementservices. Thiswill
result in higher rents for tenants, man-
agers who we do not know and who
don’tus and services at a lower quality,

“Compulsory Tendering is being
pushed through evenbefore the six trial
areas have been completed. It means
tenants will lose their right to veto and
they will be made to finance the cost of
the introduction of the CCT.

“George Younger admitted on 10th
DecemberinParliament that thischange
may cost tenants money in the short
termbut they would gainbenefits in the
long term.

“But councils will become nothing
more thancontractorsas they have with
refuse services. When the contracts first
wentout for council refuse services 80%
went to council workers now itisonly
40%. As companies find out how to cut
costs and make more proftits so more
are tendering for these services. Every
town 1s just getting worse.

“We have informed the tenants the
best we can. The local press are not
doing it and national press don’t want
to touch the 1ssue. The government is
saving they already have the legislation
tor CCT for repairs and services and
onc amendment in the Urban Develop-
ment Bill, due to be read March, mceans
they can introduce the same for hous-
ing management services very gquickly.

“I must admit | am ashamed of both
Tory and Labour counciiiors, the La-
bour councillors did not even bother
reading the consultation documents. [t
was only because the Victoria Tenants
Association sent the Labour councillors
the consultation documents over hous-
Ing management services that they had
an idea of what was really being pro-
posed.

“In addition to that rents will already
g0 up this year by at least 9%, after a
12% rise last year, and the council has
run out of money for most repairs.

“Some tenants in Macclesfield arc
being thrown outofcouncil houses they
thought they were buving. Because of
redundanciesand getting into debt, with
money lenders, they are immediately
out on the street and become homeless.
Butthe councilisnotbuildingany more
council houses the only houses being
built are by housing associations or pri-
vate builders on land given to them by
the council. In exchange for that only
20% to 40% of the new houses they
build are going to council tenants - the
rest will be private or housing associa-
tions whose rentsare about £76 a week.
People cannot aftord it. The average
take home wage in Macclesfield is £80
per week. For a skilled worker it is
about£140but mostof those have gone.”

SV: “What do you think the confer-
ence in February should discuss and
propose?”

TC: “The conference in February
should co-ordinate the movements and
keep them going asamovementnot just
let it stand still and go down. We need
to come together as one movement - as
one party. We are all members of the
working class. The thing is we do not
want what we had in the thirties: low
income economy and 50 people for each
job. Mass unemployment is not just by
accidentitis a policy if the government.

“We should propose united action or
a mobile conference which keeps going
monthly and kecping in touch with the
groups all the time. We should try and
bring not only public sector workers
and tenantsbutalso private sector work-
ers tor example like builders, I was in
UCATT mysclf and many are now do-
ing contract work for the council. A job
on a three month contract or six month
contract and then on the deole again. So
many workers are being effected. Per-
haps we could setup regional meetings
or branches so people could keep in
touch with all the activists. [t does not
matter which party they belong so long
as they are active and we can find out
what action they are taking.”

Socialist Voice
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"I WOULD like to see discussed a
perspective of how we fight not only
to defend the services but actually to
start to build an alternative. We need
to go on the offensive. To do that, to
unite people, we need policies on pub-
lic services.

We have to develop a policy of a fight
for services based on need. We have to
look at the billions of pounds that have
been taken from local authorities, the
high levels of taxation of ordinary peo-
ple, council tax etc. People are being
bled dry and they are getting nothing
back in return.. 50 all these questions
have tobe looked into and a programme

developed because the only way of unit-
ing peopleisif wediscuss whatisneeded
and develop a strategy to fight for it.

~We have seen a-change parncularly-

sirice the'development of the attack:on
the miners. There was a big movement
against the govemment which,coupled
with theattacks on services, has brought
; -ipeople together.: They are: lookmg for
analternative: As partofthat we should
~discuss standing : alternative: muepend~
- ent candid ates. We need todi scuss how
“we are. going to ﬁght in’ the’ unions
against the rlght ‘wing 1abour leaders"
and officials, I think we should on]y;
support and sponsor those MP’s and.

councillors who agree to fight-against
the cuts and if they don’t we don’t sup-
port them.

[ think the defeat of the Labour party
lastspring created a greatshockamongst
workers, it has become clearer that the
Labour Party no longer represents the
struggles of ordinary workers.

For example, the Labour party policy
On community care was almost identi-
cal to the Tories. They never discussed
the anti-trade union laws, they never
discussed the question of rising unem-
ployment, the youth or theelderly. They
had no real policies, the fight for social-
ism, nationalisation, national health
service, and public services based on
need was not mentioned. They were
almost frightened to raise these issues.

There has to be an alternative or-
ganisation, of one form or another,
thatis based ontheneeds ofthe people
in this country and which develops its
policies around that.”

Celia Ralph

-
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The press recently exposed corruption in Lambeth

--------------------
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Council. The Labour Party has seen the scandal

as an opportunity to sack employees and privatise services. .

THE alleged corruption at Lambeth
council has immediately been used to
attack council workers, council serv-
ices and as an arguement for rapid
privatisation.

itisnotonly the pressand Tories who
arc whipping it up but two Lambeth
Labour MPs, Kate Hoey and Keith Hill
the newly elected MP for Streatham,
issued a letter on the 20th january to
Steve Whaley leader of Lambeth coun-
cil in which they state, “we fully support
moves to take all appropriate disciplinary
action and fo call in the police to investigate
wherever any criminal activity may have
accurred; to disband the DLO forthwith; to
externally tender service contracts held by
DOS.”

The DLO is the Direct Labour Organi-
sation of Lambeth which includes the
manual workers and the DOS 1s the
Directorate of Operational services.
There are about 1000 council workers in
the directorate.

These Labour MPs, just like theirlead-
ership, fail to protest and organise

RTIt:

"Labour MP's who fail to
protest against corruption
at far higher levels like
BCCIl Maxwell and the
Lloyds names”

against corruption on a far higher level
such as over BCCI, whichinvolved gov-
ernments the CIA and others, Lloyds
Names (insurance underwriters in the
city) or over the pension scandal con-
cerning Maxwell and many others. And
it is strange how they leave alone the
Tory councils which themselvesareeven
more corrupt than other councils.
Their record proves they are not con-
cerned by corruption but they join the
chorus of the press which uses the scan-
dal to attack council workers and those
who have raised resistance to the at-
tacks on Lambeth council. The picture
of Ted Knight finds it way into the sto-
ries on Lambeth corruption into the
pages of the Guardian, the Observer etc
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Lambeth Workers will get no justice or equality from an "independent” enguiry.

because thev are trving to have a go a
anvone who fought in the past; ther
are posting a warming to all councils, i
vou fight we will investigate you a
well. So the fact of corruption is bein;
used to mount a class attack.

Into this sewer will pore all the ha
tred against those who fought agains
the the poll tax and discrimination.

It joins with the witch hunt of lef
councillors who have been expelle
for fighting for the poor and the essen
tial services of Lambeth.

Itisnoaccident that the pastleadero
Liverpool is being taken through th
courts. The point is that, whatever h
did, they use the case to continue
relentless attack on services and coun
cil workers.

This is why we call not for an inde
pendent enquiry, since when have in
dependentenguiriesbeenindependen
but for an enquiry under the control o
the council workers and users of th
services. The pressure which the press
the Labour MPs and others are creating
in Lambeth must be resisted. We sa:
only the workers and their orgarusa
tions of Lambeth can find out the trut]
about the corruption and widen th
question not only to corruption but &
demand that services must be based o
need and demand the government pa;
for them. The money to run service
and the services themselves cannot b
run by corrupt people they canonly b
run by the working class.

The governmentgoes from one scan
dal to another, it ignores the law ove
pit closures because atthat pointitha
no interest in following the law. Al
that shows is that law and corruptios
are class based. It means that only th
working class can look after its own.

On Friday 22nd January the union
called a demonstration at lunch time a
which 200 workers protested outsid
the town hall calling for no cuts in DOS
Thevarejoined by forty dustcarts whicl
blocked Brixton High sireet as the
drove past the town hall. This lead to
lobby of the council in the evening o

* On the page 10 we have another report from Lambeth in our Public Services Special
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200 workersdemanding the same thing,.

Atthecentreof thescandalsand witch-
hunts is the attack on the democratic
rights of the Lambeth people to control
theirlocal services. The attack now isso
great, asitisthroughout Britain, that we
are witnessing the end of many local
SCIVICCS.

The Voice thinks, along with many
otk ers, that it 1s no longer a question of
creative accounting, reshuffling the
budget or any other financial manoeu-
vres the fight must be now how do you
get a struggle against the government
and its attacks on local government.

Lambeth NALGO and NUPE have
called a Lambeth Borough Conference
againstcutsand privatisation. We think
it should seek to unite the Labour move-
ment and the service users in a defence
of the services the council provide. It
should hink the demand for a working
class enquiry with what services the
peopie of Lambeth need.

The conference will attempt to organ-
1se a demonstration from the Council to
the House of Commons. In addition to
this Lambeth NALGO is balloting for
strike action and is also demanding that
the Metropolitan district calls for Lon-
don wide action and national action
with other public sector unions against
cuts and the pay freeze beginning with
a national demo and one-day strike.

The Voice supports all these initia-
tives and we also ask readers in Lam-
beth to support the conference to be
held on the 6th and 7th February. R

Lambeth
and Borough
Conference
Against Cuts and

Privatisation

Saturday 27th February
10 am-4pm
Lambeth Town Hall
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PUBLIC SERVICE SPECIAL

UNEMPLOYED

Community Comes

Last month Lambeth Unemployed Action Group reported some successes in the battle for concessionary/tree use of

council leisure and recreational facilities for unwaged people in the borough - those on Income Support, pensioners, the

nomeless, ET and YT trainees and peopie on low incomes. We now have to report that all the promises and agreements

made with the council, the resuit of a year long campaign by LUAG members, have been broken and reneged on.

ust one week after the extremely
limited concessions the council
made - a few extra hours conces-
siopnary admission, two hours on Fri-
day evenings, and four hours on
Saturday and Sunday, the Policy and
Resources Cominittee voted them

down.

A LUAG spokesperson who addressed
this meeting on 15th December discov-
ered that proposals have been put for-
ward to close some of the very facilities
that we had been promised free admis-
sion to, in addition to two libraries, an
adventure playground, six luncheon
clubs and a long list of day centres. The
response from the Labour leadership?
Laughter, titters and denials! Yet three
days later, in the ‘South London Press’
of 18th December, lo and behold, Steve
Whaley, with his selective memory, 15
saying that Lambeth Council is prepar-
ing to make £29.1m cuts this year, and
“services almost certain to be cut include
libraries, swimming pools, sports centres,
and some home help care.” He said that
compulsory redundancies among the
council’s 11,300 workforce were also
“under consideration” - In fact according
to the ‘London Evening Standard’ of
5th January, 1,000 workers are to be
sacked.

Nothing

The determination of the Labour
group, and especially it’s leadership, to
give nothing to Lambeth’s near 36,000
unemployed {(over 27%) was demon-
strated at the 15th December meeting
when an expelled Socialist councillor
proposed a three month trial for very
limited free hours of access to leisure
centres for the unwaged. This scheme
would have cost £10,000 to operate. The
Labour group could not find it in itself
to support even this, in a borough with
a budget of £315 million. The only sup-
port came from another expetled coun-
cillor and two suspended Labour
councillors. The proposal was voted
down by the Labour group yet this
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| By Martin Mitchell &
Marcel Richards of

Lambeth Unemployed
| A(_:tion G-r_oup _l

group has giventhe go-ahead for£56,000
to be spent on another three month
‘trial” for a team of telephone ‘canvass-
ers’ to harass people who cannotafford
to pay their poll tax.

Wet Tories

What Labour in Lambeth dies foristo

offer everything in principle and noth-
ing (but attacks) in practice, backing up
what a lot of people feel - that the
Labour Party are only wet Tories. Thus
Councillor Janet Crook says in the
“South London Press” of 31st Decem-
ber “We have agreed in principle to free
access to all our sports centres for various
groups but...” in principle, Lambeth has
an “anti-poverty strategy” and an im-
pressive-sounding “Lambceth Unitary
Development Plan” (UDP) is being
launched thismonth (January) to “guide
development within the borough over the
next ten years”. The hypocrisy of Lam-
beth Council is spelt out in the drait
copy of this document published in
November 1992. On pages 37 and 38
under Employment:

“Larbeth has the highest unemployed
total in the whole of London and there ap-
pears to be no sign in the foreseeable future
that the unemployment rate in the borough
will be significantly reduced... the Council
aims to address the needs of the unem-
nloyed, taking into account the fact that the
unemploved are heavily reliant on public
transport, have low incomes and need local-
ised letsure and shopping facilities and have
accommodation problems (like homeless-
ness!)... policies contained in theplanaimto
provide for the needs of the unemployed by
promiding better public transport (with free
travel for the unemployed), daytime adult
education courses, better high street shop-
ping facilities, local leisure facilities and
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affordable housing accommodation.”

Under Recreation & Leisure on page
153 the report goes on to say:

" ..the council recognises that the unem-
ployed have particular needs given the in-
crease in enforced daytime leisure for large
numbers of people and will support relevant
projects and services. The Council recog-
nises that the low paid and unwaged need to
be encouraged to take up and use council
services..."All these fine words amount
to nothing, indeed the Lambeth UDP
could be compared to the cynical Citi-
zens Charter. Whilst services are cut,
workersthrownon thedole and centres
closed down, we will see more and
more propaganda issued by councils to
cover up their acts of butchery against
the working class and our communi-
ties. Maybe they are trying to fool them-
selves, they fool nobody else’

Again, with the poll tax, Lambeth
Council is preparing further attacks.
An expelled Labour councillor and
member of Lambeth Against the Poll
Tax (LAPT), Ann Hollifield, by interro-
gating the Director of Finance in Lam-
beth, Gary Moss, at a Central Services
Committee meeting in December, dis-
covered his department had fixed two
committal dates for December at the
magistrates court. The councillorsknew
nothingof it! Under pressure from LAPT
they voted to cancel the committal hear-
ingsand ata special committee meeting
on 11th January will discuss ‘whether
to go ahcad with committal procedures.”
Steve Whaley, when again confronted
outside the meeting and asked about
the committal hearings may have had
another memory lapse when he said,
quote, “1 didn’t know a f***ing thing
about 1t!”

Whaley said in the local press on 5th
January, “We have not jailed anybody but
in the end it could be a possibility. It's a
complex issue.” Yes, very complex, de-
fend the poor or jail them!

Sothe gloves are off in Lambeth, we
as a community face attack upon at-
tack from the Tories and their Labour
stooges.



BETRAYED

Under Attack

B
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Not only that, the leader of Lambeth council, Steve Whaley, who met the Group in discussions and negotiations, has

denied making the promises to the Group. When confronted, after the committee that voted down the proposals, he had

previously drawn up himself in conjunction with LUAG and Janet Crook, chair of Environmental Services, and accused of

being a liar, he moved from denying making the promises to saying that he could not remember!

Those who want to defend the com-
munity must stand up and be counted

NOW! LUAG will be holding public

meetings and be seeking to extend its
activitices to unite with leisure centre
users, leisure workers, workers taced
with the prospect of being sacked and
all members of thecommunity or groups
who want to fight and take on the coun-
cil and the government. We have al-
ready started whatis to be a systematic
leafleting of council estates, giving out
vital information and ‘phone numbers
of community self defence groups and
campaigns.

LUAG seek to give people in Lam-
beth some truth and give them the
chance tojointhe fight. Similarly, LAPT
is to hold local meetings in Lambeth to
explain the council tax and let people
know what is really happening in the
comrnunity, and what they can do to
fight these savage attacks on us. It is
also to putforward analternative budget
for Lambeth, one of the main elements
of which will be the exposure and broad-
casting of the fact that on the housing
account alone, Lambeth is paying £100
millionininterest to the banks! Here we
have it - pcople in the fourth most de-
prived borough in Britain are directly
subsidising some of the richest pcople
in the world. Every cut and closure in
Lambethistohelp paythebankers. As
Lambeth Unemployed Action Group
and Lambeth against the Poll Tax say,
'NOW IT'S WAR'
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In the last issue we reported on the fight to save Oakwood
|Lodge, a Manchester City Council residential home for
the disabled. Here we reprint a letter sent to councillors
by Celia Ralph, Oakwood's Nupe Shop Steward.

"Dear Councillor

I am writing to you to ask for your support against the closure of Oakwood
Lodge residential home for the physically disabled.

In an article in the Manchester Evening News a council spokesperson has
admitted that when the decision to close Oakwood Lodge was made there was
no concrete alternatives. The statement is as follows, ‘We have about 18 months
to put the plan into operation, so there is plenty of time to find acceptable
alternative provision.’

Surely, if anyone was thinking of moving or selling tieir home they would first
think about alternative provision. By acting in this way they are denying our

1Y

residents any democratic right to choose.

Alternative provision would cost more than the amount needed to keep
Oakwood Lodge open if the level of care 1s eqmvaient and what is required.

The residents of Oakwood Lodge have not been given proper consultation and
an opportunity to make their own decisions, as is stated by the equal opportunity

policy.
The method which has been adopted has frightened residents and staff. Itis a

method which forces disabled people into accepting what is offered against their .

wishes.

[t took four weeks after the decision was made by the full council meeting, at
which no carer, resident or member the families was allowed to speak to the
meeting, before any of our residents received a letter stating officially that
Oakwood Lodge would close. I have been informed by my manager that 12
residents wish to live in the community. When some of these residents have
wished to attend meetings and join in the campaign against closure they have
beenstopped. The reason given was they cannot make aninformed decision. Yet
some of their names have been put forward to live in the community withoutany
real concretealternatives being given to residents. Aninformed decisioncanonly
be based on what alternatives there are.

It took a visit to Oakwood Lodge by some the families to establish thatresidents
who wished had a right to go to meetings.

As a councillors you are elected to be their representative. We are asking that
you fight for the democratic and civil rights of the disabled.

We are asking you to fight to:
1)} Rescind the decision.
2) Consult with the residents, their families and staff.
3) Assess the residents needs and wishes.
1) Identify exactly what alternative provision there is.
5) Ensure that the managers of Sacial Services properly inform

and caonsult with residents.

Socialist Voice
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PUBLIC SERVICE SPECIAL

Y 1995, fifty years since the end of the Second

World War, the Conservatives will have been in

power for thirty three years, nearly twice as long

as the Labour Party. Whatever new media presen-

tation the Labour Party tries, whatever new rhetoric it
adopts, it has to explain this fact,

The government is coming apart at the seams, sterling has
collapsed, Maastricht, the Pit Closure Programme, falling
housc prices and increasing unemployment make the next
clection looks a certain victory for Labour. The voting coali-
tion of self interest Thatcher cobbled together with pay o:fs
from privatisation, lure of home ownership, deregulation of
industries, education and the professions is crumbiing into
the abyss of the rccession. Almost incredibly, opinion is
changing, the government is creeping back to confidenceand
the Labour Party is helping them.

Labour Councils

It is an old story that when Labour gets into power it forgets
its socialist promises and abandons workers, but now it can
be argued that the behaviour of Labour Jocal authorities
throughout the eighties is a major reason why Labour could
lose the next election. [t is the long term effects of their policies
which have helped to strip Labour of its ideological base and
fundamentally change the character of the party. Ultimately
it could deprive workers of any chance of real Parliamentary
representation.

In the early eighties a group of 21 Labour authorities
claimed they were determined to fight rate capping and the
cuts. None are left. It was not a simple capitulation. All kinds
of excuses were made. When local authorities accepted the
task of making cuts they convinced themselves and their
supporters as well as rank and file Labour Party members
that they were making them piccemeal, as though cach one
were to be the last. When they identified ‘front line services’
care of children and the elderly, the assumption was these
were to be protected come what may. Instead it meant that
these were the services that were cut last; but cut they were.

Throughout the eighties Labour local autheritics opted for
an accommodation with the government sowing the seeds of
their own destruction. The Tory plan to dismantle ‘the La-
bour fiefdoms of the great metropolitan arcas’ wasalready in
place by 1979. It was canvassed openly at the Conservative
Conference of 1981 and continued throughout the cighties.
After the 1987 clection in her victory speech, Thatcher de-
clared that the most immediate tasks were ta continue reform
of theinnercities and education. From 1979 onwards councils
tryving to work out non racist equal opportunity poiicics were
labetled “loony” and attacked for squandering money, the
Metropolitan authorities were abolished. It was always clear
what the Tories intended to do, but the Labour Councils
had no contingency plans and did not consider making any,
meaning that no matter what claims they made they did not
really see themselves as being a real bulwark against at-
tacks on workers. |

In the first of a two part look at the direction the Labour
Party is moving in, ex-member Audrey Smith describes

The Loyal

Their role was to be the agent of the government. To
give the appearance of vigour and independence they
competed among themselves for government hand outs,
the urban clearance schemes, the money to bid for the
Olvmpics. Why should the people who live in Monsall,
Salford beso ecstatic that they have won a government grant
to clean up the area ? It should have been theirs by right. The
more the authorities compete the more they lose any chance
of independence. The worst thing they have 1s never to ask
themselves the ‘how far?” question.

The Labour Party claimed to be an ideological party.
Labour councillors claim to represent values of social justice,
the Welfare State, protection of minorities, how much further
can they go without saying ‘no’? Will there come a time when
theyrealise that they have closed one hometoomany, putone
non Poll Tax payer too many before the courts, made one too
many home helps redundant? Up to now, no

Dented Shield

They needed a new language in the attempt to justify the
cuts. Pushed into making more and more cuts they
adopted the language of the government. Labour authorities
could claim that there was no money and that non pell tax
payers were the cause of cuts. They add phrases of their own
to the Tory rhetoric the ‘dented shield” policy, claims to make
‘kinder cuts’. This is the language of capitulation, no signs
there of any resistance. The massive transfer of wealth in the
eighties from poor to rich shows that there is money. Non poll
tax payers can have little effect when the government can
spend over £100 million to advertise ‘give away’ privatisa-
tion . -

The result for the Labour Party and its still loyal voters is
confusion, and diminishing hope. If there isnothingthatlocal
authorities will not cut at the command of the Tories, if there
isno pointat which local authorities will say no further’ then
there can be no ideological base no system of core values for
the Labour Party atlocal level. [t cannot make coherent policy
because it has no ideological framework to give direction.
Policy drifts and prestige projects are substituted for ideas,
the bid for the Olympics, drama city of the year.

It is then that at local level the party’s main function and
reason for existenceis to service the state. [t obeys the bidding
of the government and fills the committee places the
governerships of schools still available, the bids to become
].Ps. Ultimately there islittie reason for the existence of alocal
party focusing on local needs and it no longer has the means
to do 1t

Put simply if the local Labour parties continue to do what
the government allows them to do then they will do nothing
except act as agents for the government. They will become
like the partics of the United States acting at state level. The
main characteristic will be that there will be no unifying
ideology, groups will come together on single issues, indi-
viduals will see the parties as the distributors of patronage
and a means of a career structure.
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how Labour councils went from taking on
the Tories to doing their dirty work.

Opposition

The party will draw its political life from the candidate,
often moribund between elections. The comradeship
that sense of shared values from John ‘¢ Groats to Lands
End will go.

Expulstons in the eighties have hastened this process, the
influx of members from the struggles of the Poll Tax the
Miners” Strike have gone. The Kinnock ‘reforms’ did nothing
to encourage them. All over the country for example during
the Miners Strike  wards reported increased attendance.
When these members realised that the party was not about
struggle they left disillusioned. Couple that with the expul-
sions of Militant when many other socialists just walked and
what does it leave.?

It leaves a party which has attracted a new membership
small i number but one which believes the rhetoric of
‘justification’. The new membership comes to the party from
outside the culture and experience of the Labour movement.
It imports into the party and imposes upon it, its own expe-
rience. The understanding of historic struggles is replaced
more by the culture of the Civic Society then the experience
of struggle, attracted by the promise of office not by the need
to fight. It is the experiences of the petite bourgeouise
impored into the party and then imposed upon it that pushes
out socialist ideology.

Image

The concentration upon the politics of the capital. parlia
mentary office and the leadership of Neil Kinnock as
the mover and shaker of a new image Labour Party has
obscured what is happening to the real party the ordinary
membership. Thisisa party whoserootsare witheringaway.
The oppoertunities of leadership have been avoided at all
levels. The posturing, the acceptance of attacks on workers
while claiming a socialist agenda have produced this funda-
mental change in the party. The membership now see their
task as offering a manifesto which avoids the worst excesses
of the last thirtcen years but which is detached from the
Labour Movement's historic base. The socialists still left in
the party are squeezed between the constant reorganisations
the search for a big idea and the disintegration of the organi-
sation. Total membership 1s now so low that it cannot per-
form its traditional tasks of canvassing, educating and
organising.

The painful conclusion is that looked at objectively so-
cialists from any of the different left groupings can more
easily make common cause with some of the proposals of
traditional opponents than with the new thinking within
the Labour Party. |

The next issue will look at the Labour Party and
the future, the prospect of a fifth election defeat
and the long term prophecies that the Labour
Party will disintegrate.

PUBLIC SERVICE SPECIAL

~ KIDNAPPING PATIENTS

INAUGUST 1992 National Medical Enterprises Inc of America
was taken to court by eight US insurance companies. It was
charged with, “massive, systematic fraud in the running of its 70-
sirong, nation-wide chain of psychiatrichospitals. Thesuitalleges
hundreds of millions of dollars in fraudulent claims...Lawyers for
theinsurance companies said NME had undertaken a ‘co-ordinated
national scheme to admit thousands of patients to psvchiatric
hospitals, without regard to psychiatric need, in order to bill insur-
ance companies vast sums’...the suit, which includes charges under
the Racketeerinfluenced and Corrupt Organisations Act, was based
on ‘sworn testimony, NME’s own documents and other reliable
evidence”.” Lloyds List 6th August 1992

The scandal concerning NME started in 1991 over its uncthical
methods of getting patients into its psychiatric hospitals,
including the payment of ‘bounties’, and over-billing insurers and
public authorities.

According to the Economist 22 February 1992: “In August 1991
Texas joined Virginia in specifically banning the payment of fees for
the delivery of patients [to hospitals]. Undaunted National Medical
Enterprises - by 1991 one of the country’s largest hospital-manage-
ment companies - continued to fili Texas television screens with

- glossy commercials. But, as the Houston Chronicle reported in a

detailed investigation, the reality behind the pretty commercials
was anvthing but attractive.

Not only were bounties allegedly being offered to police, proba-
tion officers and school counsellors who recommended patients,
but international brokers were bringing in Canadian patients and
other company representatives reportedly infiltrated Alcoholics
Anonymous groups to solicit recruits. The Chronicle series at-
tracted widespread attention.

Whenthefirstdamaging disclosures appeared NMEresponded
with a series of full page advertisements protesting its innocence.
But additional newspaper revelations (including a series by the
Daillas Morning News) and hearings by the state Senate’s interim
committee on health and human services brought more horror
stories to light.

At a public meeting at Rice University in Houston a police chief
testified how a 22-year old woman accompanying her four-yearold
daughter, had been wrestled to the ground, put in a straight jacket,
and treated at an NME hospital. He said he and his officers
frequently reczive calls for help from people wrongly detained at
the hospital” |

NME was sucd by the state of Texas .. for medical fraud and abuse,
kickbacks, illegally recruiting patients and falsely billing a state compen-
sation fund for crime victims...”. InJune 1992 NME settled this dispute,
paying $9 miilion.

These exposures and the court actions have forced NME to close
many of its psychiatric hospitals in America and it is also under
investigation forits activitiesin other areas. However, the problems
NMEis having in America has not stopped it in other countries and
it has recently been extending its activities in Australia, Spain and
Malaysia anag also in Britain.

Its subsidiary, Westminster Health Care is one of the two biggest
care home operators in Britain. In November 1991 it owned 23
homes with 1,415 beds. At jeast two health authorities, Plvmouth
and Cornwall, have alrecady transferred NHS nursing homes to
Westminster Health and West Berkshire Distnict Health Authority
is planning to do the same. _

Westminster Health Care do not as yet run any psychiatric
hospitals in this country but, with the Tories privatisation plans
expanding at such a pace, how long will it be before it an other
companies like it start adopting the similar methods here? W

INFORMATION FOR THIS PIECE WAS FROM "PRIVATISATION NEWS
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Energy Privatisation

ecilParkinsonwas brought back

into government to privatise the

energy industry after he re-
signed over the Sarah Keays scandal.
He promised the Conservative Party
conference that he would bring real
competition into the industry. That
promise was forgotten when he found
no onc would
touch the nuclear
industry. The costs
of decommission-
ing nuclear plants
were unknownand el
likely to be enor-
mous. He had to
leave the twelve
regional electricity
suppliers and two generating compa-
nies, National Power and Powergen.

Nuclear

The government forced the industry
to take around 20% of electricity from

nuclear power stations. Nuclear power

is subsidised by £1.2billiona year, which
is why Arthur Scargill can say, if coal
were subsidised in the same way, Brit-
ish Coal could give coal away with a
present of £10 a ton.

The electric boards must by law, use
the cheapest fuel (exceptfor 20% nucle-
ar tuel). They have only two suppliers,
Powergen and National Power. Their
contract with British Coal runs out in
April.

What the electric boards have doneis
to go into the power producing indus-
try themselves, buying shares in the
construction of Gas fired power sta-
tions.

The law restricts the profits they can
make from selling electricity, but therc
1s no restriction on the profits from pro-
ducing their own power. This explains
the ‘dash for gas’.

The industry watchdog Littlejohn in
his report says that gas is cheaper than
coal. British Coal in a powerful counter
attack say that the figures are rigged.
Coal fired power stationshave had their
cost written off, and for the next fifteen
to twenty years can produce the cheap-
est electricity.,

Gas reserves are claimed to be limit-
ed and will run out before coal,so itis
folly to close pits and effectively lose
the reserves they have.

14
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“British deep mined coal is
undoubtedly the cheapest in
the world but you mistake the
difference between price and
cost. Your cost may be cheaper
but we buy at the cheapest
price. That is why we buy im-
ported coal because we are
charged less. | want a British
Coal industry but you must
fearn to be competitive”.
Harris, Chairman of
Midland Electric

BEHIND THE NEWS
Is a new feature where we |00k at

the background to current events

Soctalist Voice

Subsidy

The National Union of Minework-
ers’ argue that British deep mined coal
is the cheapest in the world.

[t is produced at an average of £35 a
ton, compared with the German price
of £66. Germany effectively pays £100 a
ton for its coal, while Australia subsi-
dises its coal witha £100 a ton ‘research
subsidy’.

There has been
no talk, even with
therenewed threat
of war with Iraq,
about the price of
oii. This shows
that the govern-
ment are deter-
mined there will
not be a full debate. The pit closure
review is merely a way of dissipating
protest. Imperialistnationshavealways
fought to control the supply of oil, mak-
ing most of the producing countries
volatile. It is only the world recession
which has kept oil plentiful and cheap
ataround $20abarrel. If the Shetland oil
accident causes people to demand the
same marine safety laws as the USA
passed after the Exxon Valdes disaster,
then the price of oil will go up, as will
the price of all fuels.

Politics of Coal

Sentiment has taken an about turn
since 1985. Workers now realise that
when Arthur Scargill said 20,000 jobs
would be lost, it was an underestimate.
There is also a realisation that when
coal is subsidised and dumped in an-
other country, it is ameans of using one
sct of workers to attack another. There
is no competition. You buy the electric-
ity from the regional board at the price
they set and everyone has to subsidise
nuclear fuel, even the miners. ICI in
Cheshire, which uses as much fuel as
the city of Liverpool, cannot buy clec-
tricity from Fiddler’s Ferry a coal fired
station across the Mersey although it
wants to. There is no real tuel policy.
Whatwe haveisapolicy based onusing
dumped coal and a grab now attitude
which will not secure future supplics.
Oil prices quadrupled in the 1970’s,
but it seems it is more important to
leave Britain’s fuel supply at the
mercy of world politics than to recog-
nise Britain’s workers. |
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Working Life is a new series where workers talk about the experiences that méde them fight'

A Docker's Story

Peter Kerrigan is still remembered as the pyjama clad George in Alan Bleasdale's
'Boys From The Black Stuff'. But many know him better as a life long militant fighter on
Liverpool docks. In the first of a two part feature, Peter talks about his early working
life and the struggles that lead him towards Trotskyism.

This piece is taken from an interview by Bill Hunter which forms part his iorth coming
book on the history of the docker's struggie.

I then went to work on

IN BOOTLE on Mersey-

side where I grew up, it the railway as a fireman.

seemed that you became a One day I was going to pick

docker, a seafarer or a ship ] upsomecoalwagons witha

repairer. My old man was a lightengine. The driversaid
coal heaver on the docks, he “What colour’s the signal
filled the bunkers of ships Peter?” 1 said “Green”. It
going to sea. Butmy first job ' TTT wasred. Welandedinapile
was with British Enka artifi- ;\;_‘-'_ﬂ:‘ . %m of coal. I found out I was
cial silk works in Aintree. I ;@,_'; k% z 3 colour blind and found my-
worked with sulphuricacid, it % ;5 xw@ - 5 ‘“tv *“’z* s self sacked again.
would put holes in your shirt, %t A: :% 1 Haes e Then I went to work on
make your teeth bad and turn 6’ “\z‘%q o the docks. In those days you
silver coins black in vour 3 \& a?%%%\ . had to pay a pound and four
s RN o
pocket. Wedidn'tthinkabout .g::"ﬁ sgﬁiﬁ "”;1 pence for vour tally, which
what it was doing to our guts. -1":3:':‘ W;‘ 7 '_ ? made you eligible for hinng,.
[ joined the Chemical g ) . ¥ ‘ T A | iy ‘ Without a tally you couldn’t
Workers” Union. Coming to - peaiiiis work. [ didn’thave a pound
: AWK s MEeMorial meeting

work one night, I found a and four pence, neither did

picket line of striking spinners. Although I wasn’ta spinner
[joined the picket. The spinners went back to work without
petting anything. Later that night the chargehand told me
Nobby Clarke, the little wig wearing personnel manager,
wanted to see me the next morning. So at the end ot my shitt,
[ went home, had a black pudding and bacon butty and then
cveled back to Aintree. Nobby Clarke gave me my cards
and told me I was sacked fortaking partin the strike. I took

the cards off him with one hand and took his wig off with

the other and ran off.
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myv dad, so he couldn't give it me. Thad to get it somehow.

So, I went to a fairground and took onmen at boxing.

After cach fight T pota collectionoutof the crowd. Inall, [ got

about thirty shillings. [ gave ten shillings (Gip)  to my
mother and kept the pound and four pence for my tally.

In 1935 at the age of nineteen, [ became the youngest

coal heaver on Liverpool docks, and joined the Transport

and General Workers” Union.

Continues on the next page
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Working Life: Peter Kerrigan

The War

The terribly hard conditions made terribly hard men.
There was not enough coal heavers to man all three shifts,
sowe had towork around the clock,especially after the start
of the war. We would carry on working until we finished
loading a ship, then we would just go on and start loading
the next one. Sometimes, it would be four or fivedavsbefore
vou could go home to sleep. Instead, vou would iry to slecp
downinthe bunker while your mates worked on. There were
no lights, we had to use candles hungby a bit of wire from the
iron girders in the hatch.

During the warl wasina
Stevedores Battalion in the
Roval Eﬁgineers, working on
bomb disposal during the
blitz. One morning at parade,
the officer called ouf: “All
those men who want to can volunteer to be posted nearer
home”. The Scotsmen thought they would move to Glasgow,
the Geordies to the North East coast, and I thought I would
get sent to Liverpool. The nearest I got was Birmingham.

A year after the war ended, [ was back on the docks
handling cargo. The conditions were just as terrible asbefore.
Even when we were handling verv dirty cargo, we were not
given any overalls. Inthe army we would have been givena
denim suit. A lot of the dockers who had been in the army,
especially those who had been in the dockers battalions,
would discuss things together. During the war we always
said: “When the boys get home they won't stand for this”.
The ex-army lads wercamongst the toremaostagitatorson the
docks. Danny Brandon and others who formed the unofficial
cormmittee in Birkenhead were all ex-army. The ones who
had been in the army, particularly those in the Dockers’
Battahion, used to discuss things together.

Therewere fourto&w different sectionsof workersbanded
together in the Transport and General Workers’ Union and
they were supposed to fight together if need be. We quickly
found that the T&G bureaucracy did not operate that way
and that vou could not act officially. We soon ran into the

bureaucracy. i

Dromore

I had been involved in half day stoppages here anc
there, but the first big strike I was involved in was thi
‘Dromore Strike’. The Dromore was a ship that had beer
blacked in astrike of Canadian seafarers, so it was mannec
by members of another union. The seafarers union wasleac
by Communist Party membersand thestrike was oppased by
right wing union lecaders here and in Canada. This wa:
packed by a big witch hunt against the strikers in the press
The whole of Bristol was out, Glasgow, London and Liver
pool were out. In Glasgow
the Scottish TGWU made th:
strike official. When the shi:
sailed into Bristol, the dock:
ersrefused tounload it, brinz
it round or throw the rope:
off. When it sailed on to Liv-
erpool, Bristol dockers came to Merseyside and we stopped
work.

Constable, the best known of the dockers unofficia
leadersin the 1940’sand 50's, came to Liverpool and spoke tc
us. Later, as a result of the Dromore strike, he and Timothy
Saunders, another leader, were expelled from the TGWU
The bureaucracy thought that by expelling them they would
notbeable to get workand so beremoved from the docks. Buf
the London dockers forced the employers to hire them.

After Dromore came the struggle against Regulatior
1305. This was a picce of war time Jegislation under whick
dockers could be arrested for striking. In Liverpool Crosby,
Johnson and Harrison were arrested, in London Constabile,
Saunders and Dickens. They were put on trial at the Old
Bailey. In court Saunders made the best speech, it was a class
spcech. Iremember Harrison saying how he thought it was
a land of hope and glory, but he found out it wasn’t. T&G
officials, including the Liverpool District Secretary, were

the main prosecution witnesses.
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A Docker's Story

The Dock Labour Scheme

The Dock Labour Scheme was a two edged thing. It
gave the benefits of a guaranteed minimum sum if you
didn’t get work, but you had to pay for it with a certain loss
of liberty. The people who ran it were T&G officials and
employers; the people who punished you were also the
people who were supposed to be your representatives.

Under the Dock Labour Scheme you were obliged, it
required, to work two hours overtime of an evening. In 1954
there was a strike against this compulsory overtime. The
National Amalgamated
Stevadores and Dockers (the
‘Blue Union”), made it official,
the T&G dockers leading it
were unofficial. Constable
and others came up to Liver-
pool to gain support for the
strike and the whole of the North; Liverpool, Garston,
Birkenhead, Manchester and Hull responded.

The conditions in London were better and the ‘scousers’
who wentdown to meetings there felt that we should havean
organisation like London all over the country. We began t0
think the ‘Blue Union’ could be that organisation.

In Liverpool and Hull we felt like second class citizens.
For decades getting parity in pay and conditions with Lon-
don was a big question for us. In Liverpool, you only began
to make bonus after vou got an initial amount out. Say you
were working cases of butter. The employer would wantsay,
a hundred tons for a days work out of eight men. It you
managed to get two hundred tons out you would get two
days wages. If you only managed a hundred tons you gotno
bonus. [n London it did not work like that. They got paid so
much per case or so much per hundred right from the start.

[n Liverpool, if you were working on a fridge hatch and
it rained, you would havetoclose the hatchdownand so your
piece work would go by the board. You wouid get stoppage
moncy, but that was only coppers. In London they stili got
their piccework. In Liverpool, we would have to lay and fill

our ownslings. In London they would have a manlaying the

slings.

Conditions _;

In London they at least had some decent toilets. Here,
you wentout into the “avenue’ (the road that went from dock
to dock). The toilets had open ends, so people coming up the
avenue could see you sitting there with your beltaround your
ankles. Atone end of the toilets was a locked annexe for the
bosses to use. There was a drain that ran along the full length
of the toilets, you would sit there with your behind over the
drain. If you had had an argument with a boss, you would
lighta paper and send it floating down the channel to scorch
him. The primitive toilets
were still used during the
dock strike that happend in
1967. |

In London, piece work
rates were double that of Liv-
erpool. If you got sixpence
per carcass in London, you would get threepence in Liver-
pool. When bulk sugar unloading was introduced, the trade
union leaders agreed that we wouldn’t get the London rates
but rates applicable to the district. Instead of using changes
to get us better conditions, they continued to keep us below
London. Some of these differences had been discussed
during the war in the dockers battalion. Also,alotof London
dockers had came to Liverpool during the blitz when their
docks had been closed, and were able to compare conditions.

We wanted to make the ‘Blue Union’ what the T&G was

meant to be. ) |

In next months 'Socialist Voice’
Peter Kerrigan continues his story.
He talks about the rank and file fight
to get decent conditions for dockers
in Liverpool and thoughout the country
in the second part of our new series
'Working Life’

Peter Kerrigan was talking to Bill Hunter.
The full interview forms part of Bill's forthcoming
book on the struggle to organise British dockers.

See next months issue for more details.
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The following article by 'Elizabeth’ is based on a piece written t
her for 'Anti-Government Weekly’, the Polish Workers Party pape

Silesian Miner's

THE STRIKE began in twenty mines in Silesia in the
South-Western area of the country in the middle of Decem-
ber. It came in response to Solidarity’s call for a two hour
stoppage and for other miners’ unions to support them.
The other three main trade unions are the OPZZ, a miners
federation and Solidarity 80,

Allofthem supported the strike butargued thata two hour
strike was not enough. As the hours passed more mines
joined in until alt 64 mine< had joined. The strike involved
both miners and administra-
tors.

“Rozbark has produced quite a lot of coal and we we:
going to export it, then, in the spring, we were told that w
could not export. Why? We have no proof but evervix 2
knows thatit wasdueto the ordersof the IMF. Only we 32 -
know why. What I mean is this: if the IMF wanted to pro- ;-
us from exporting, they issued an order and the govern -
obeyved. But who got something instead, and what diz <~
get? This we cannot find out.

“Last night the Prime Minister spoke on TV and it becz—
clear that we have to prer:-
ourselves for a long simx-

According to Solidarity, 75% |
of theirl.5 million members
joined the initial stoppage but
in Silesian, which is the most
industrialised part of Poland,
the action was continued.

Duringlast summer Solidar-
ity did not support the strikes

"How can anyone suggest restructuring
when in three years we haven't
had a clear energy policy.
Nobody knows really how much is produced,
or how much is stored.
How can anyone plan anything like this?"

— -

| Each time those big guvs :
. Warsaw speak about mini-
we have to start guessit
what he really means. =
said that 3 vears of advan:
hasbeen wasted. Buttheon:
thing we have advanced ¢
in the last three years is ur

calied by other trade unions
and within Solidarity there
was opposttion to the strike by NET (SIEC) who are opposed
to the Krzaklewski leadership of Solidarity. They were
opposed to ine strike on the basis that this leadership be-
trayed previous strikes. But many workers who belong to
this NET supported the strike while many who belong to the
national leadership did not.

[interviewed some miners from the ROZBARK mine near
Katowice in Silesia:

“I have been working all my life and I have never seen a
strike like this. We belong to four different trade unions but
-cach day we discuss together what should be done next and
there are not many differences. We understand the necessity
for this unity. Let us not talk of ‘my' strike or 'your strike'.
Thisis a strike of all the miners. The government chooses to
negohate only with Solidarity but, as soon as possible, all the
other unions should join the negotiations.

“We are not being given any details about the ‘restructur-
ing’ of the mines. Weare told that 12 mines are supposed to
raise the money needed to close 3 mines. We are not inter-
ested in closing mines. If the government wants to close the
mine iet them pay for it.

“It1s easy to understand that sometimes a moment comes
when a mine has to close. Nobody knows better, when and
if this moment has arrived, than a miner. When you know
this momenthascomejtisalwaysa great tragedy. Like when
somebody in your family dies. The least yvou can do is let the
old man dic with dignity.

“In Yugoslavia thousands die and it is nothing but a
statistic. Well we do not want to be part of their blooming
statistics. Whole families have linked their lives for over
175 years or more with mines and they are not prepared to
sit and wait for their death certificate to be issued in
Warsaw as part of a statistic.

employmentand thisis soms
thing we would gladly wast:

“How can anyone suggest restructuring when in thre
yvears we haven’t had a clear energy policy. Nobody know
really how much is produced, or how much is stored. Hos
can anyone plan anything like this?

“Another absurdity of the government is that everybod
owes money toeverybody else. Nobody can pay and percent
ages are growing, but if we say a word about needin
subsidies for mining they give usa hellof a yell. If accountin
books were to be opened we would probably learn tha
mining brings in more money to the state Treasury than it ha
ever received in subsidies. And it has always been like this

Many countries subsidise their mining. There was a tim
when they all had great hopes in oil. More oil was going t
spell the end of coal mining. Just one Gulf war was enough ¢
prove that this was a dangerous and short-sighted policy.

“Then came big talk about ecology. All of a sudden wizard
discover that coal mines are unhealthy. But let them tell u
where we can get energy from that does not produce ever
more dangerous contamination.

“The government 1s saying this strike is political. Nowa
days all strikes are political. If it suits the government they
tell us to go to the board of directors. But if we arrive at any
agreement with the board of directors they will immediatety
say that they have something to say in the matter and that we
have to think of the whole country.”

I asked them if they thought that Krzaklewski would try
to bring the strike to a halt. Two answers developec
simultaneously: 'Yes' and ' no'. Those who believed he
wouldn’t said:

“That would mean that he has darned fools for advisers
Workers just will not put up with agreements with nothing
to back them up any more. If there was aserious discussion
we might suspend the strike but never call it off.
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El'i':z_a‘béth travelled to Silesea and spéake tc miners
abouit their strike which began just in December

Strike

But there will be no serious conversation unless the
Minister of Economy comes with money in his pocket.
Telling us that this is not the right moment for our strike
does not make sense. This is the best moment for our strike
if we can make their arses freeze off.

“If the government decided to import coal that would mean
total confrontation. It would force us to teach thern a lesson.
The British miners strike was brokenin this way but Suchocka,
the Polish Prime Minister, isno Thatcher. She just can’t do it.
She doesn't have sufficiert support from the people.

“if the worst come to the worst we shall have to start
thinking of something more than just a strike. If they treat us
like cnemies we shall act as such. We have no other way out.
What future can [ offer my children? There are too many
unemployed young people in the streets as it is.”

[ then asked them what they would like to say to readers:

“[n the first place they should read our demands. Wedo not
go on strike because we are lazy. A miners’ strike 1s a lot of
work. You can’t just walk out of a mine. We have to take care
of ventilation and we have to control the level of the water. A
miner can leave his wife alone for a few hours a day but not
a mine.

“At the moment we get full pavment on strike but prob-
_ably we shall have to think of something like a strike fund
soon.”

Finally, I asked: What do you expect us to do? "Wish us
luck and write the truth about us.” N
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ifhangmg in the air bv the party

A Lesson For Workers

JUST OVER a small packing factory, part of alarge glass
producing firm called 'Pasabahge Cam’, was occupied when
the employer attempted to sack some of workers.

Workers decided to occupied a third of the factory and
reduced the production to 10% of full capacity. They imme-
diately set up an occupation committee and made some
small cardboard houses

The committee began to search find supplies of food,
money and fuel, they also looked for support from other
organisations. Four groups visited the Social Democratic
Party, trade unions and other democratic organisations.

The occupation gotsupportand was provided withmorey,
food, fuel and visits. In the first month everything was great,
but after that problems began. The democratic organisations
left the workers alone to. face the employers offensive and

“there was a shortage of money and food. It became d1ff1cult'
_to maintain close relations with other factories. -

- Then security forces surrounided the factory: Their own

jumon did little to help them. The. employer threatened: to.
_close: the factory if they did not give upthe occupation.:
“Meanwhile; they were. suffering from lack of: supphes and’
“there begana discussionron. whether to contlnue The subse-§
rfﬁquent ballot was won by onevote. . .- 3

Meanwhlle the Soc1a1 Democratlc Party had ]ust forrnef‘ a:

“Eventually the emplover gave: them fwe days to gwe u p the;

:_f;occupatlon threatenmg to-use the secunty forces to:break it.
up after that. Three days later the secuntv forces broke m atif-
5j3am and dragged the. workers outside,. SN

Our comrades saw this happen and 'we' thmk that the_
lesson of this dispute is that none of the strikes; occupa-
tions and demands for social rights will be won unless the
working class developsits own independent orgamsatlon
making connections with the other factories as well as
international combines. M
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Monthly Journal of the
International Socialist League
British Section of the
International Workers' League (FI)

Our papér has supported many struggles in this country and abroad. It seeks to give a
Marxist analysis and leadership to the major events developing in the world in order to
help the working class fight for socialism.

In this issue we have published material about the struggle for public services and we are
supporting the All-Britain conference which aims to help and develop the struggles in the
public sector and the communities.

If you are involved in a strike, campaign or struggle, let us know the details and we will
do our best to support you.

£3000 Flghtmg Fund

We raised the £3000 fighting fund by the middle of January which helped
us buy a computer and with our international tasks. Our next fund, which
we want to raise over the next three months, will help extend the computer

facilities in London and Manchester.

If you read Socialist Voice, if you support what we say, join the ISL.
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