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he turmoil on the currency
and stock markets of the
world is the result of the
uncontroilable crisis of
capitalism and its world market
which has continued to wrack-the
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capitalist powers - USA, Ger-
many and Japan are in a dizzy
economic spin while each na-
tional capitalism seeks to escape
at the expense of the other.

All theather capitalist powers

major capitalist economies over the
past two years.

The measures which govern-
ments try to meet their budget
deficits and currency problemsare
escalating rapidly. All the major
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in Europe complain about high
German interest rates but Ger-
man capitalism keeps its inter-
est rates high because of fear of
inflation out of the grave prob-

lems in the East. |
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE)
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THE VOICE SAYS .

The Bosses’ Men

The Trade Union Congress as some-
thing taken by itself it would not rank
acomment. Butinrelation to the needs
of the working class and their organisa-
tions, it must bring some sharp conclu-

sions. In view of what faces working

people and above all the poorest and
most suffering scctions of our socicty,
we say that the complacent windbags
who led the Congress are the most dan-
gerous people for the working class of
Britain.

The financial world was In turmoil,
governments in panic, the capitalist
world going to a repetition of the 1929
collapse and here we had leaders going
through their prepared ritual, heads
stuffed with self interest, prejudice, busi-
ness economics and the thought ot ad-
vertising sprees. There was little evi-
dence of the working class which made
it all possible for them.

There was something greatly symbolic
in the miners delegation walking out
while the chairman of the CBI occupied
a place on the platform. What was lett ot
the historic traditions of a great Labour
struggle walked out that day, while the
representative of Capital lectured the
delegates on what they must do.

These are dangerous men because they
have their hands on the workers organi-
sations and the workers need organisa-
tion as the capitalist world goes into
chaos. For Norman Willis, TUC general
secretary it was “the best congress I've
seen”. Bill Morris, TGWU general secre-
tary, who was supported by the Broad
Left, welcomed the CBl's speech. There
was no card vote for the first ime in 25
years.

Willis also probablv thought Labour’s
election campaign was the best he had
seen. As withthat campaign, so with the
TUC conference, the working class never
got a look in. We said in a recent
pamphlet; “Why Labour Lost”, the elec-
tion was the quietest on record, the TUC
leadership have done everything they
can to help the Labour leaders. Willis
and co are speechless when 1t comes to
the problems facing the working class.
Even though we wrote on the poverty
and problems facing the working class
In August now 1t is worse.

The Government intends to abolish
the last remnants of wages control.

“Now, for the first time in a century, the
South East is set fto become what pre-war
governments called a distressed area. Its

ratson d’etre has disappeared in what is al-
most a cultural as well as economic implo-
sion. Talk of accumulating capital has been
replaced by talk of negative equity, with a
million people, nearly all in the South-east,
owning homes worth less than the value of
their mortgages.” The Independent On
Sunday, 23 August.

Unemployment has reached over 25%
in Lambeth and elsewhere, according to
the Unemployed Unit in Brixton.

While blows on the working class are
falling more often and harder than be-
fore the TUC can find agreement with
the CBI. Labour leaders such as Tony
Blair direct theirattack towards the youth
not the bosses. He is now talking to the
police about how they are going to deal
with crime and youth. For him it has
nothing to do with the CBIl otfensive on
jobs, the attack on training or the near
impossibility of living on benefits. No
for him, “...we have a standard of living our
grandparents never dreamtof” as reported
in the Guardian 12th September. He 1s
going to meet the “breakdown of law” by
encouraging the police, not by helping to
organise the working class youth. Atthe
same time the lowest paid are on 63p an
hour and in the last 12 years only six
firms out of 17,000 have been taken to
court in the North-West for paying less
than the legal minimum.

This is one of the reasons why there
was such little debate after Labour lost
from either the TUC or the Labour
leadership. None of the leaders wanted
a discussion which lead to them being
tied down in the slightest way to the
working class, no matter how slight that
wouid have been. They want to kecp
going in the same direction without
hindrance from workers. While racist
killings continue, which are being
organised against in cities such as
Manchester and London, Tony Blair
wants to get closer to the police, while
the bosscs empty millions of workers
onto the streets and supportlower wagces,
Willis wants to clutch the CBI.

[t is precisely the TUC and the Labour
leaders who are responsible for the
betrayal of workers, but those around
the broad left should not be allowed to
slink away. They are supposed to
control the Transport Union, but Bill
Morris, who they supported, has gone
along with supporting the CBI speech.
Whom we ask has ended up controlling
whom?




All Britain Conference to Unite
Struggles in Public Services
and Communities

ver two months ago the North
West Anti-Poll TaxForumsent

outa letter calling on anti-poll
tax groups, activists, council workers
etc to discuss organising a conference
that would seek to unite the struggles
for hospitals, education, council serv-
ices, public transport and in the com-
munities againstthe Tory government’s
continuing onslaught.

There has been a wide discussion and
everyone we have talked with thinks
that such a conference should be called.

Last year the North West Anti-Poll Tax
Forum organised a conference with the
Trafalgar Square Defence Campaign,
anti-poll tax groups, trade union
branches and others. Atthat conterence
many groups were developing fromanti-
poil tax groups into community struggie
groups withoutforgetting the fight which
remained over the poll tax.

The Crisis in London Campaign held
conterences and public meetings in 1991
and 1992, attended by teachers, students,
busand underground workers, pension-
ers, hospital workers, anti-poll tax and
safety campaigners, council workers,
immigrant workers and many others, all
demanding the public services that Lon-
doners need. Crisis in London drew up
and agreed the beginnings of a plan for
the kind of public services necessary.

We want to continue that work and to
widen it, to discuss and plan on the
widest possible basis how to fight the
government’s attacks. We are therefore
calling a conference to be held either in
January or February. Allare welcometo
organise and decide its agenda

In the replies and discussions we have
had there are already many points of
agreement. The struggle against the poil
tax is not over yet. Infact in some areas
it has entered its worst phase. Soon
people will be faced with paying not
only the poli tax but the council tax as
well. Many of the poorest people have
been or are going to be sent to jail.

The Tory government plansto destroy
all public services, and Labour councils
arcimplementing Tory demands for cuts.
Tory and Labour councils have chosen
their road - impose the poli tax and slash
services despite any suffering. What is
the difference between the two?

We cannot say the poll tax was totally
defeated when its greatest thrust is still
continuing - the break up of the council
services, the attack on councl] unions
and the decline of living conditions on
the estates.

The problems facing youth are con-

nected with these questions ag well, the

explosions on the estates, the suicdes,

the drugs, come from the fact that the
Labour councilsdo not wantto fight for .

the poor or the working class. Many

council workers feel trapped by their

situation.
The new leaders of the Labour Party,

as with Kinnock, hateall those who strug- |

gle. They continue to drive out and

CONFERENCE
6th&7th

FEBRUARY
MANCHESTER

Organising meetings in
- November (London) and

- January (Manchester}
| CONTACT:
Brian Pattrick,
FEB CONFERENCE COMM.,
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M30 7FX. 061 707 1584 f
Ed Hall,
FEB CONFERENCE COMM,
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' DELEGATES MIN. £5 PER
ORGANISATION

" READERS LETTER

expel Labour Party members for the |

“crimes” of daring to oppose the poli tax
or the cuts in council services.

We want to unite ail those forces com-
ing into battle against the Tories, the
Labour councils and many of the leaders
of local and national trade unions. Al-
ready the Tories aresignallinga renewed
offensive on council jobs and services.

Communiticsand public service work-
ers have to unite. Services are not only
being reduced but destroyed. Let us

bring together all those fights now tak- |

ing place over housing, unemployment,
the poll tax, schools, hospitals, social
services, transport etc.

We know one thingat least, only those
who struggle will be capable of defend-
ing what we have - by transforming it
into what we need. To do that we need
to get the money from somewhere, It
must come not from the working class

estates but from the rich and from the

state.

These are just some of the points which
scem to have a wide agreement. The
conference which we can organise will
discuss many questions ard there are

already proposals on what it could de- |

cide.

We need to build a united and power-
ful movement able to challenge the gov-
ernment’s twin intentions of disman-
tling public services, and forcing ordi-
nary people to pay for the government’s
own financial crisis.

Let us come together to discuss how
we are going to unite our struggles in
England, Wales and Scotland. |

EDear Comrades,

| Iwouldlike the following discussed
lat the 20th September organising
meeting in Manchester and anywhere
-else possible. - o

. We cannot allow the Tory govern-
ment to close evervthmg in its' path.

The latest example is the announce—j
ment that the last coal mine in Lanca-
shire is about to close with'thelose of
more than 300 jobs. The unions cannot
lead a fight so we will have to.Weneed:

fromScotland to London. Say next June
2) A national committee to be set up
in the North-West. (Manchester)? -

i

sct up in London, Wales and Scotland.
4)We need the support fromall work-
'ing class organisations, students, un-
employed and all working class people
throughout Britain.
- 5) Meetings could be held along the
route to focus attention on the many
‘miseries inflicted on those without
work and to put thecase fora fightback
agamst attacks on the disadvantaged.
6) We demand full employment by
‘all those who say they represent the
. working class. We demand theright to
work and live. We need to give some
kind of organised expression to the
‘anger and struggles taking place
throughout Britain.
~ Please support our National March
‘for Jobs. Brian Patrick

E__MORE LETTERS ON PAGE 6
Sept/Oct 1992 3

1) A national people’s march for jobs §

3) Other working committees to be



CON TAX

MARTIN RALPH

' he September issue of *“London
I Fight The PollTax!” carriesa very
useful article on the Council Tax
chags. Itis a timely warning against those
who hope that the worse efTects of the Poll
Tax will go away next April.
: Already Department of Environment offi-
cials are wamning that 1.5 million appeals
will be made against the valuation of houses.
The Council Tax evaluations are based on
April 1991 esumates by Estaie Agents. There
18, of course, no guarantee that these Estate
Agents will amve at the correct figure and
many people will protest out of the feeling of
injustice that they are paying tax based on
admittedly false evaluations - house prices
everywhere are lower now than in 1991.

“Ministers have been told that the ex-
pected workload of the Valuation and Com-
munity charge tribunals could require the
employmeni of a further 150 tribunal staff.”
(London Fight The Poll Tax)

Appeals against the valuation can start on
April 1 1993 and will stop on November 30
1993, If you need 1o appeal the first thing is
to serve a written notice, under section 16(1)
of the Local Government Act 1992 on the
councilchallenging the valuation, if the coun-
cil refuses then an appeal can be lodged.

“There are a number of differences be-
rween the enforcement procedures for Coun-
cil Tax and Poll tax - all of them nastier.”
(LGTPT)

Forexample: the council can force a debtor
to sell their house (section 11), Bailiffs may
be exempted from statutory maximum costs,
in other words charging what they {ike in
Lheir atiempts at forcing their vicums 1o pay
up, councillorscxpenses cannow be grabbed
by the council if they owe Council Tax
money and the income of a deblor can, atany
time (not just the period covered by the debt)
can be taken 1nto accounlL,

A different problem with the evaluations is
that 1in some arcas house prices were much
lower in 1991 than thought and therefore
more {all inio the lower bands than expected
- creating the problem that less money than
pltanncd for will be raised. Mcaning, of
course, the Council Tax will be increased to
take account of this problem.

Workers living in London and the Home
Counties face some of the biggest nses. Es-
umates already indicate that South-easiern
households will pay on average £780 against
£480 1n the North. The majority of the
milhion house owners who have defaulted of
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their mortgage repayments live in this area
and the Council Tax will just add to their
WOITY.

Rents will be increased because of this tax
and many landlords will use the ¢cxcuse 10
make some addition money.

Because of the resistance to the Poll Tax
the government has been {orced 10 attack 1n
ancw way. Whilc a non-payment campaign
may develop we, as well as the government,
have Lo lcam from past mistakes. We have (o
go beyond the emphasis on 1ndividual non-
payment. The government has develop cer-
tain powers 1o allow 1t o hone its attack on
individuals.

Meanwhile the Poll Tax attack continues.
The councils maintain their terror tactics
against non and part payers. As time goes on
they will devise new ways and ask the Tories
fornew powersto force money out of people.

Nearly four million magistrates’ sum-
monses for non or part-payment were made
against people in England and Wales. Li-
ability orders were made against 2.6 million.
According to the London Evening Standard
the, “costs of seizing the unpaid debt soared
to £670 million this year, 13 per cent higher
than last.

“Council offictals have warned that the
outsianding debis could bring years of finan-
cial chaos and put council tax bills up by
between 10 and 20 per cent” .

As the Voice has said before until an alter-
native method of financing local authority
services 1s developed which forces the gov-
ernmentand the rich e pay then there will be
no way out.

The Government standsonone platform as
far as council service goes - they want Lo
remove them altogether. The financial crisis
of Sierling i1s going 1o directly hit tocal au-
thority finances.

But the crisis is so great that the govern-
ment will seck 1o take even more from local
scrvices than i1t had planned. We all face a
{uture where services can be shut down over
night.

The Council Tax will be used by the
government to achieve its ends, to main-
tain services, to recover Poll Tax money,
the costs of implementation, the costs of
phasing out the Poll Tax and to pay the
estate agents, the tax will have to beraised
dramatically - but people will not be able
to afford such amounts

Many will not, or willnot be able, to pay.
The son of Poll Tax is growing up fast.l

Here

l Poor still subsidise the rich-

0 you thought that we’d not only

wonabattle butthe whole warand
we could relax now that Thatcher’s out
and the government have announced
the abolition of the Poll Tax.

After alengthy gestation and a rushed
and guillotined passage through Parlia-
ment its offspring, the “Council” (Con)
Taxisdue to be thrust squalling upon us
for AprilFool’s Day. Already our money
1s being spent to welcome it with mas-
sive new computer software and jobs
for and payments to estate agents to
conduct mass valuations from rushed
external inspection.

Let’s look at this misbegotten hybrid.
Ostensibly a property tax (like therates)
it bears a strong resemblance to its
unlamented parent the Poll Tax. Itisnot
based on ability to pay, despite charita-
bly exempting some of the very poorest,
Bilis are to be based on capital value of
property, and number, status and in-
come of residents. Single person house-
holds get a discount of 25%, and unoc-
cupied properties and second homes
50%, thus giving additional benefit to
second home owners. The tax, like the
Poll Tax, is to be calculated on a daily
basis so, despite disclaimers, a per-
sonal register will still be necessary.

REGISTERS

Ajuthorities may demand of “any per
on appearing .. to bea resident, owner
or managing agent of a particular dwelling”
to supply any information in his/her
possession or control “for the purpose of
identifying the personwho, in respect of any
period specified in the request, is or will be
the relevant person in relation fo the dwell-
ing”. The demand may be served on a
named person or by description. Inother
words, anyone may be asked for infor-
maton about others

Billing authorities may require infor-
mation from any other authority, in-
cluding electoral registration and hous-
ing authorities. Worse still, “no duty of
confidentiality shall prevent the Secretary of
State disclosing relevant information to an
authority”.

So information given for one pur-
pose (and social security is mentioned
specifically in the Act) may be used for
Council Tax purposes.

k—i__.—.—_



Comes the Council Tax

More ‘reforms’ and reorganisation on the way-Local services slashed again-Ballot box sham!

PROPERTY TAX?

PrOperties are to be put into one of
eight bands Households are to be
taxed according to the band in which the
property falls - assessed as if it were in
good repair and sold freehold. Normal
extensions add to the value for Con Tax
purposes, adaptations for disabled per-
sons do not! How can an assessor driv-
ing by tell whether a ground floor exten-
sion is for a loo or for disabled access?
Nation-wide making valuations are up
for tender - who can do it the most
cheaply?

People will be notified only of the band
into which their property has been put.
Try selling a house at an estate agent’s
valuation just think of the grounds for
appeals.

PROPERTY VALUES

But, because of the varying property
values in different places, some lo-

calities will do better than others. Those
in inner city areas, with high property
values, will pay much more. It is esti-
mated that 80% of Camden properties
fall into the top three bands, and will be
taxed accordingly, yet Camden is the
twelfth most deprived Borough In the
country.

Once the top limit is reached (£350,000)
there is no further increase, so those
living in millionaires’ row pay no more.

UNIFORM BUSINESS RATE

o add insult to injury, the Unitorm

Business Rate is to remain un-
changed. What this means basically 1s
that, again, deprived inner cities are to
continue subsidising affluent suburbs.
[nner city areas will have to continue to
provide services to businesses in their
arca, but much of what they coliect in
rates goes out to areas with more people
on the poll tax register but fewer busi-
NEsses.
" Before the introduction of the Poll Tax
Camden got much of its revenue from
Business Rates; since then it, like Lon-
don as a whole, has lost. This had to be
made up from the Poll Tax (Council Tax
in future) - anotherreason for differing
rates.

In 1991-92 Camden’s contribution to
the pool was £214m. of which we got
back £46m. In other words there was a
net outflow of £168m, or £1270.95 per
head, the third highest in the country
after the City of London and Westmun-
ster.

Other losers include deprived Bor-
oughs like Hackney, Brent, Newham,
whereas Wandsworth gained £27m,
Bexley £28m, and Bromley a whacking
£40m.

STANDARD SPENDING
ASSESSMENT

he Government will continue to set
Standard Spending Assessments -

how muchitconsidersa Local Authority
should spend on services. This govern-
ment is intent on cutting social provision
and privatising services

These assessments have beendiscrimi-
natory between authorities. Revenue
Support Grantisbased onthe55A, as are
governmentestimates of prospective Poll
or Council Tax levels (estimates of
overage Poll Tax have been consistently
low). If Camden had been funded on the
same basis as Westminster Camden'’s
Poll Tax would have been halved. On
average nationally last year Conserva-
tive Councils have had an increase in
their SSAs of 5.64%; Labour Councils
30.92%

Even with che cuts made, Camden is
spending £5.3 million above the SSA,
and further cuts are to come.

GEARING

ecause of the percentage of funds
provided by central government,
through grants or allocation of the Uni-
form Business Rate, this means that if a
Local Authority wants to spend moreon
a particular scrvice, or toial, than the
SSA, the amount it must add to the
Contax, as to the Poll Tax, is dispropor-
tionately high. An increase of 1% ex-
penditure could lead to a tax increase of
4-7%. The government will, of course,
cap any Local Authority the expenditure
of which it considers excessive.
Sothe cuts will continue, and be in-
creased. The Poll and the Council Tax
to follow, are designed to achieve this.

DEMOCRACY?

And in line with true democratic pro
cedure, not only can local Council-
lors who have not paid their Counal Tax
have their allowances taken as if attach-
able earnings, they will be barred from
voting on finance measures; only those
who support and pay will have a vote.
People have dropped off the electoral
register for fear of the Poll Tax; now
only those Councillors who go along
with governmentpolicy willbe allowed
to vote on it. What price the ballot box
now?

CAMPAIGN

C amden Stop the Poll Tax Campaign
is opposed to any tax with a Poll
Tax element. Any tax must be based on
ability to pay.

We didn’t pay the Poll Tax. We're not
paying the Council Tax.

We forced the government to back down
before. Don’tgive in now - continue the
resistance and finish the job.

# POLL TAX AMNESTY

# FREE ALL POLL TAX
PRISONERS

#% DON'T PAY THE
COUNCIL TAX

# DON'T CO-OPERATE

Sept/Oct 1392 5‘




ILetters

Here We Go Again

From Norman Laws who is /3
and has just been sent to prison for second time for
non-payment of the Poll Tax.

Here we go again, 2nd round, two months (WILFULL). This time I am
experiencing police cells. They are avast improvement on that bleak, feudal
monstrosity at Durham. Hygiene, food and general attitudes are more
civilized in all respects. I hope Durham prison remains full and overflowing.
There are still plenty of niggles, like visiting arrangements: one little cubicle
with a perspex partition and only two visitorsata time, once every three days.
Washing (dirty linen), food, papers, etc can be exchanged with visitors after

checking by police.

I am going to try getting some newspaper cuttings photocopied by my next
visitor from the unemploved centre, Newcastle. That might start an argu-
ment! [ want copies; these were poison’ letters and editorials from local gutter
press, one of which I replied to and dared him to print - he did, conscience, no
doubt. I can send copies in all my outgoing mail. Outgoing letters now stand
at 23, incoming 23. This is good in all ways; keeps me from running up the
wall.

What I wanted to write about was Kay Richardson of Whitby. She isthe lady
who originally told the magistrate: “I earn nothing, I own nothing, I can’t pay, 1
won’t pay.” When the Magistraie said he was sorry she adopted that attitude
and that she should not take it that far she replied, “I will take it to prison, that
is how far ] will take it.” She has just been to court this last week and the Esk
Valley (Scarborough) Council have been given their third liability order
against her. The Yorkshire Post then states she now owes the Council “about
£500.” They mean for1990/91, 1991 /92 and £38 of instalments for the current
year.

This, of course, must be codswallop, as the two previous years must now be
null and void as per the six month rule. All she can be legally charged for is
the £38 for 92/93. Her husband has been unemployed for the last 6 months,
she has never been in any waged job and her husband has broken hisarmand
is on sick pay, so she went to town on the Bench again.

“Ywould just like to say this is the pile of correspondence we recieved { approximately
18 letters) from Scarborough Council in connection with the£37.71 Poll Tax owing.”

“I'm sure most people today would agree what a waste of tax payers money
(including my husbands who incidentally pays his poll tax.) Laugh if you may but |
stand by my principle from day one. 1 won’t pay and the fact 1s I can’t pay.” The
magistrate’s reply to that was, “Well you know you'll get the bailiffs.” 1 then
raised my voice, | said, “I've had bailiffs. There's no way they can set foot over my
doorstep.” No response, just £17 costs!

Atmy committal hearing, after saying I was not prepared to pay under any
circumstances, the Clerk started onabouta means testinquiry. Heasked what
[ had as capital in banks. I answered: “That is my business, ! should not have to
tell you, this is out of order.” He made no reply again.

When linquired what provisions could be made for my invalid wife who s
house bound the Bench replied, “ Your wife is your responsibility, it is no concern
of the court.” Treplied, “Wecalled Maggie Thatcher the WICKED WIT CHOFTHE
WEST. ] leave it to this court to surmise what I think of you. I waited for screams, but
no, (ashamed of what she had said perhaps?)” ~

Keep the pot boiling, more conferences, more information - But wait for
me!

Norman Laws (Since writing this letter, Norman has been transfered to

Durham}
i
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Send your letters, stories and articles to: ISL PO Box
g Eccles SO Salford M30 7FX

Rock Bottom

Carol writes about a day in the
life of a Sefton court dealing
with Poll Tax cases.

We’ve touched rock bottom here today
over the Poll Tax. The Bootle court is
doing a blitz on fine defaulters - obviously
the council knew what to expect - the
afternoon session went similar to the morn-
ing’s.

All those appearing in court were default-
ers. During the moming baich some got 60
day suspended seniences. I was against peo-
ple appearing from the start, The first one
got sent down, then another two others were
scnt down after a hard fight. I sent one
woman, who was going 1o pay, out to the
bank to get cash because the counctl are not
accepting cheques where there wasnoprevi-
ous payment. I sussed right away the poten-
tial victims that 18 those with no job, no
money and no hopes. Another got sent down
in the aftermoon....

All those who did not appear (about 11)
were issucd with a warrant of Commitment
forthwith; that is they will be sent straight to
prison.

To make it much worse I’'m totally banned
from the Courtand my colleague had o fight
in court all day alone. Normally in Contempt
Cases one is allowed to apologise o the
Benchof the Day, but I was notallowed todo
that! With hindsight I would have moderated
my proiest last ume.

At the time of writing another person
has been sent to prison, two paid and one

is trying fo get the money.
Carol Larwood




TIVILE

Laid to Waste

In thirteen years our major industries
have been laid to waste, over three million
are thrown onto the scrapheap, our edu-
cation, health services etc are cut, cut,and
cut again. And all this is brought about by
ministers who proclaim, as their pred-
ecessors did, their belief in Britain.

In ten years between 1980 and 1990 our
influence in the world and authority grew
less and less whilst they were in power. The
rightening thing is they are back in again.
They have promised more of the same. That,
of course, will mean thousands of small
businesses going to the wall as before and
many more workers joining the shipbuilders,
miners, builders, engineers, fishermen and
steelworkers in the ever lengthening dole
queues paid with the benefits of ourbestever
boon - North Sea Oil which came at the right
ame and fell into the wrong hands.

Four general electuions we have had and
failed to get the message across in the face of
half truths, untruths and damn lies. Wellit's
up to us - all of us - aill who have seen our
standard of life attacked year after year. All
who have seen our workplaces closed, our
homes repossessed, our social services re-
duced and our hopes for the future dashed so
often. All of us are losers in one way or
another and now we must give our old coun-
try a fresh start, It will not be easy - a long
road io recovery lies ahead but we have been
along hard roads before on behalf of the
working class. This one will be the road
that we workers mast lay down for our
grandchildren and the working class of
the new century - they have a right to
expect it and we must do our best for them
and not allow the government to divide

and conquer. B8cb Mullan
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Manchester Rail Dispute

BR launch attack on union activists-A Voice Interview

RITISH RAIL at Manchester,

Piccadilly Station, inan attempt

to break union organisation,
sacked four of the Guard’s union offi-
cials on Thursday 20th August. Now
guards who are being made to break
book jobs (agreed working practices)
and the workers now have no union
officials to turn to in the event of a
dispute.

Socialist Voice spoke to Paul Walker
the Secretary of the Guards Committee
of the Rail, Maritime and Transport Un-
ion at Piccadilly, Manchester -and one of
the guards sacked along with the three
other union officials.

SV: Please tell us exactly what hap-
pened - how did you and your brothers
get sacked?

PW: ] have to explain that the dispute
arose because management were break-
ing national and local agreements over
making men who were training to be
drivers act as guards. There are three
grades of guard and one of the grades
provides for men to train as drivers;
allowing them eventually get a better
paid job within the industry. Under an
agreement management are abie to call
on those guards training to become driv-
ers to work as guards in an emergency
such asa failure of a guard to turn up for
work.

But management for some time were
using trainee drivers continually as
guards - not just in emergencies or to-
tally unforeseen circumstances. What
we term pre-rostering. Whereas the
agreement provides for guards to be of-
fered the option of extra werk and over-
time to fill in.

The men asked that management stop

pre-rostering and they agrded to stop it

by the Wednesday before the dispute
and abide by agreements. But on
Wednesday the agreements continued
to be broken and so the men decided to
act.

Therefore at 2.00 pm on the day of the
dispute all the guards in Piccadilly, at
the time, about 50 to 60, satinand did not
work the trains.

At 5.20 pm management then sacked
myself and the three other union offi-
cials and immediately all the guards
walked out.

Since then the national union has in-
structed the other guards to.go back to
work pending a ballot which took place
on 26th August and the result of the

ballot will be knownon 2nd August.

The ballot initially is for industrial ac-
tion in Manchester but with the optionto
make it a national dispute should the
need arise.

SV: It seems that the sackings were
deliberately engineered to start the de-
unionisation of the railways?

PW: Precisely! Don’t forget that in
Manchester the new Metro-Link tram
systemis completely non-unionised and
the pay and conditions are horrendous -
this is what British Rail want for the
railways in order that it can be sold off to
the private sector. ["ve spoken to a few
workers on the Metro and they all want
to leave because of the poor pay. Their
contracts are such that they do not know
when they are likely to be able to go
home. Some one may be about to finish
a shift but if a driver is needed then they
can be made to work another shift!

Finally as proof that the dispute was
deliberately engineered management
have now agreed not to break the agree-
ments concerning trainee driversbutare
refusing to reinstate us - the union offi-
cials. Also the sacking was done in a
very public manner in front of not just
the other guards but also many passen-
gers. Since our sacking Guards have
been taken to one side by management
for one-on-one counselling in private
offices and they are being told not to
haveanything to do withusand to “keep
their noses clean”.

SV: What lessons have you learned
from the dispute?

PW: The principal lesson is that Tory
anti-unionlaws have leftordinary work-
ers with next to no rights. [ think the
TUC should have opposed all anti-un-
ion legislation and not just relied upon
the re-election of a Labour government
to put everything right. All the sacked
men have had meetings with the unions
solicitors and they say that what they are
up against is horrific. The solicitors ex-
pect British Rail to try to prevent indus-
trial action with injunctions.

People do not realise that basic
freedoms such as the right to withdraw
labour have been lost. Legally there is
very little difference for workers than if
they were slaves. The bosses have been
allowed to slip through draconian laws
through the back door. People just do
not realise how few rights they have
and it does not just effect the unions it
effect everyone. ||

"IC CADILLY GUARDS HARDSHIP FUND, C/O MIKE HARRISON, 9
CHELFORD AVENUE, GORTON, MANCHESTER
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In 1943 something like 60% of Yugoslavia
was controiled by these committees. They
had driven the Nazi occupation out. The
resistance fighters had grown to an army of
300,000. It united the masses into a formida-
bie mass force of resistance. They defeated
nine Nazis battalions and fought off eight
offensives freeing whole arcas of Yugosia-
via and placing them under the control of the
partisans.

In November 1943 the Y. C. P.

partisan organisations in the army, toremove
the red star from their caps and not to solve
the question of power by revolutionary means,
io provisionally recognise the Monarchy and
come to an agreement with Drazha
Mihailovich, the very Chetnik leader who
had order the brutal killing of parusans, in
order 10 solve the problem of power by par-
l[ilamentary means.

they saw as.the central power. They could
not implement Stalin’s policy without them
losing control of the revolutionary aspira-
tions of the masses.

In 1945 the last two remaining bourgeois
ministers resigned from the Yugoslav gov-
emment. With agrarian refonmn ail land over
45 hectares was confiscated and placed un-
der state control. With 82% of industry

nationalised and the mwroduction
of agricuttural reform thousands

and Tito was forced to go much
{urther than it had planned. The
Committee for Liberation banned
the retarn of the Monarchy and the
exiled governmentand proclaimed
a new government.  Yugoslavia
was transformed into a federai state
which proclaimec it was based on
national equality and the pcople’s
COMITHILESS.

These commitiees, however,
were controlled in a pyramid for-
mation by the Y. C. P. Early n
1944 all property and enterprises
owned by German and Yugosiav
collaborators wereconfiscated, the
owners of which had been killed
or fled the country, and placed
under state contrel. This repre-
sented 82% of the enlire industry
of the country.

The Yugoslavian Stalinists were

of young workers and students
from all over the world were at-
tracted by the revolutionary spirit
and flocked 10 Yugoslavia 1o help
with the industrialisauon.
Agricultural co-operauves
were encouraged and by 1948
2,200,000 agricultural workers
were empioyed on co-operauves
providing food for 10,000,600
people. A system Of taxation was
introduced which favoured the
poorer peasants. All through this
period the Kremliin criticised the
Y. C. P.calling it oppuortunist and
adventurist. But never the less
they continued to provide matenal
10 the country, much more in fact
than they supplied to the other
European Eastern countnes. In
1947 Tito proposed w the Na-
rional Assembly afive yearplan o

forced by circumstances 1o acgopta

policy which contradicted the orders from
the Kremlin. In 1944 the Kremlin advised
the Y. C. P. to dissolve the partisan organisa-
tion in the army, to abolish the poliucal
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Croatian fascists during the war in action:
you can't kill a serb or a Jew, you are an eriemy of

the Croatian siate.”

Socialist Voice
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The Y. C. P. leadership attempied to carry

the essence of this line but were forced 1o

became critical of that policy although they

were very careful never 10 attack Stalin who

A Bész'an funeral.

transform Yugoslavia from a
mainly peasant economy into an industrial
country.

The bureaucracy - the Communist party
bosses, aparatchiks, state planning bureau-
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Prisoners at a Serb detention centre

crats ei¢ - retained power by crushing work-
ing class demacracy but also by preserving
the nationalised property relauons. At this
point Tito became more and more in contlict
with Stalin. In 1948 Stalin withdrew all
support from Yugoslavia and imposed an
economic blockade. Tito faced with isola-
tion could only turn two ways: to the working
class or to imperiaiism. Unable to break with
the ideas of socialism in one country he
allowed increasing connections with the
West. By agreeing 1o implement the policies

of the IMF since 1951, with all its twists and

turns against the oppostitdon of the Yugoslav
working class, Tito laid the basis tor today’s
catastrophe.

As Trotsky stated, such a system is inher-
ently unstable 1n the long run. A centrally
planned economy needs a living feed-back
mechanism to direct what, how much, and
what qualily goods/services are needed. A
replacement for the supply and demand
mechanism of the capitalist market place, is,
and can only be, the most developed and
sustained workers’ control and democracy at
ail levels of socicty. The Stalinist workers’
states were lermed “deformed workers’ states’
because Lhey lacked this essenual eicment.
Thus these bureaucratically coniroiled states
were inherenuy inefficient with bottle necks
in production, producton of shoddy goods,
incfficient distnbuuon and widespread cor-
rupuon. And were unable to solve the re-
gional antagonisms, 1nstcad they fed on them.

Such problems would, Trotsky argued,
either iead to a workers’ revolution to over-
throw the burcaucracy and move owards the
development of true socialism; capitalism
would find a way back in.
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The very birth of Yugoslavia, in stopping
the socialist revolution and a real workers
sotution to the crisis contained the seeds of
the evenis today., Of course imperialism 1s
not an innocent bystander. It sought 1o de-
velop the dependence of Yugoslavia on the
West since 1951, even then it was seeking to

promote the divisions between sections of

the country.
As we said before, when workers ask us
what they should do in these circumstances
“we have in the first place 1o stand on princi-

- ples, on the traditions of Marxism and Inter-

nationalism. We have to say this is not our
war. All sides exhibit national chauvinism
and that is on the increase. Although, what
ever their antagonisms are now they can, in
future, forget their differences and make
alliances with each other against the Croats
and Serbians who are against the war and 1n
order to make alliances against the working
class.

We are not for taking sides with this or that
nationalism. The split inside Yugoslavia is
finding different supporters wnside Europe
and further aficld. Greece and Russia is
continuing to support Scrbia while Germany
and other countries are supportng Croaua.

All this is not surprising as a resurgent
German imperialism drags the weakened
powers of the Common Market on board 1n
its age old policy of divide and rule n the
Batkans.

Nothing can replace this chaos except fur-
ther chaos and a deepening barbarity of all
sides, unicss the working class can lead a
way out.

We stand against the interventon by Impe-
rialism. At the same time we demand that
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Europe opens its borders 10 the refugees and

that the national chauvinism from any gquar- - ..

ter 18 opposcd. It is the working class who
taking the brunt of this fighting as they did in
the war against Hitler and the forces close to
the monarchy.

Today the working class do not have an
authoritative international. Stalinism de-
stroyed the Third International and struck
blows at the intemational consciousness of
the working class. Thereforeitisall the more
necessary to raise proletarian intematonal-
ism. We build for the future,

The great banner of internationalism was
raised long ago for example over 80 years
ago. In 1912, the Intemational Socialist
Congress - the Second International - met at
Basle, Switzeriand. The delegates voted for
a principied intemauonalist socialist resolu-
tion on impenalism war and national con-
flicts calling “upon the workers of ail coun-
iries to oppose the power of capitalist impe-
rialism with the international solidarity of
the proletariatl”

The resolution took a position on the Bal-
kans which we must butld on today - a
principled stand for prolelarian intemauon-
alism in face of the reacuonary chauv:nism,
“ethnic cleansing” and racial pogroms.of the
lime. At thattime “Social-Democracy” was
still an honoured ierm, the Social-Demo-
cratic partics were the major parties of the
working class. The resolution declared quite
bluntly: ““The Social-Democratic parties of
the Balkan peninsular have a difficult task.”
[t wenton: “The Great Powers of Europe by
the systematic frustrationof all reforms. have
contributed to the creation of unbearable
economic, national and political conditions
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in Turkey which necessarily lead to revolt
and war.”

“Against the exploitation of these condi-
Lions 1n the interests of the dynastics and the
bourgeois classes the Sociat-Democratic
partics of the Balkans, with heroic courage,
have raised the demand for a democratic
federation. The Congress calis upon them (o
preserve their admirable atutude; it expects
Social Democracy of the Balkans will do
cverything after the war to prevent the results
of the Balkan War attained at the price of
such terrible sacrifices from being misused
for their own purposcs by dynastics, by mili-
tarism, by the bourgeoisic of the Balkan
stales greedy for expansion. The Congress,
however, calls upon the Socialists of the
Balkans particularly to resist not only the
renewal of ¢old enm ties belween Serbs,
Bulgars, Rumanians and Greeks, but also
every violaoon of the Ealkan peoples now 1n
the oppostte camp, the Turksand the Albani-

ans. It is the duty of the Socialists of the
Balkans, therelore, to fight against every
violation of the rights of peoples and to
proclaim the fraternity of all Balkan peoples,
tncluding the Albanians, the Turks and the
Rumanians, against the unleashed nauonal
chauvinism....

“The Social-Democratic partics of Aus-
tria-Hungary as welt as the Socialists of Iialy
musl pay spectal attenuon o the Albanian
quesuon. The Congress recognises the right
of the Albanian people 1o autonomy; but 1t
protests against Albania, under the pretextof
autonomy, becoming the vicum of Austria-
Hungary and ltahian ambitions for domina-
tion. The Congress sees in this not only a
peril for Albania itself, but, in a shortume, a
menace to the peace between Austnia-Hun-
gary and Htaly. Albania can icad a wuly
independent life only as an auilonomous
memberof a democratic Balkan federation.”

The same problems exist now of national-

1sm used for reacuonary purposes in the
Balkans with the position exacerbated by the
degenerauon of intermatuonal keadership in
the Third mternational and the ravages of
Stalinist burcaucracy.

Are wc 10 have less “heroic courage” than
our forefathers of the Second International
who raised the calt for a democratic federa-
ton. It rcmains the only solution. The Bal-
kans will contnuc as a {¢stering ground of
backwardness and cthmic demagogy poverty
and exploitatton under the domination of the
greal Powers until we have a workers move-
ment 1o achieve a democratic federation.

We are at the beginning of a new move-
mentof workers throughout the world, which
now will re-fcam in biticr experiences old
lessons of class solidarity and inlemational-
1sm. We musi scek to make all connections
with thal movement, but we must, above all
teach theneed for principles and above all the
old lessons of internationalism,
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O nly a few years ago, the Swed

ish economy was being held
up as the model of an accept-
able Socialism, which Gorbachev and
former Stalinist academics declared
should be the goal of the Soviet Union.
The Swedish “model” was also the joy
of Labourreformists with its many years
of prosperity, low unemployment and
high standard of living under a long
period of Labour governments. For a
while even workers in Poland thought
Sweden must be a workers’ state be-
cause workers had jobs, good housing
and welfare benefits.

The illusions and lies are being shat-
tered. Sweden was neverasocialist coun-
try. Sweden has more large global cor-
porations than Spain or Italy, including
Electrolux, the world’s largest “white
goods” manufacturer. The economy has
been dominated by big conglomerates.
The country is the sixth in the worid for
the largest number of big enterprises,
with a population of 8.4 million.

A well-organised working class gained
crumbs from the super profits of their
rulers in a welfare state that became the
pride of social democracy. The long
class collaboration of social democratic
reformists ieading the trade unions and
the Socialist party was a big factor in
developing the profits of the Swedish
capitalists. Robert Taylor, of the “Finan-
cial Times”, reviewing a book on the
history of Sweden - which was one of the
poorest countries in Europe one hun-
dred years ago - says that what has to be
recognised is that, “thecountry’s ideologi-
cal superstructure of solidarity in collective
bargaining and egalitarianism insocial policy
provided the necessary pre-conditions for the
achievement of Sweden’s competitive advan-
fage.” Such success, however, was only
possible in the fifties and sixties, built as
it was, on Sweden’s escape from the
slaughter and destruction of the Second
World War.

For the past two years Swedish capi-
talism has been going into difficulties in
the acute competition on the world mar-
ket. Profits have been falling as markets
slumped. The editorial of the Financial
Times on 9th September, gave the fol-
lowing picture of capitalist Sweden’s
problem:

“In the 1970s and 1980s public expendi-
ture took a disproportionately large share of
gross domestic product, while devaluation
failed to solve the problems of declining com-
petitiveness. Subsequent difficulties have
been compounded by the 1980s credit boomn
which caused a property bubble.”

Swedenisnow going throughits worst
crisis since the 1920s. On the Stock Ex-
change, in September, trading was sus-

End

of

Dream

pended in the shares of Svenska Kredit,
a credit insurance group when it halted
payments becauseof lack of liquid funds.
Svenska Kreditisowned by Trygg Hansa
and Skandia, Swedens two biggest com-
panies who each own a 47% stake in
Svenska and whose shares plunged be-
cause of its default. The government has
had to pledge support to Gota Bank, the
country’s fourth largest commercial
bank, whose financial position has rap-
idly deteriorated with estimated losses
of £784 m.

Swedish capitalism faces further de-
cline of its economy and growing politi-
cal instability. Since the elections last
October, it has had a minority conserva-
tive government, dependenton the right
wing populist “New Democrats” who
demagogically oppose some cuts. In
September, the movement of domestic
and foreign capital out of the country
broughtSweden,and other Scandinavian
countries fo the brink of disaster on the
international money markets.

On 8th September, Finland - whose
problems have been added to, because
of a loss of trade with the Soviet Union -
devalued its currency thirteen per cent,
the second devaluation in less than a
year. The devaluation in Finland in-
creased the competitiveness of Finnish
companies as against those of Sweden.
In order to bolster its currency, stop a
flight of capital and defeat the move of
Finland, Sweden was forced to push up
its lending rate by an eight points 0 24%.

A day later it increased the rate again,
this time to an incredible 75% and later
still to 500%. The Swedish government

announced on 9th September, a foreign
borrowing of £22.5bn to support the
Swedish currency. This is three times
what the Tory Government borrowed to
support sterling. That was announced
as a brilliant move, but it has sunk al-
most without trace.

The day before the increase, the Swed-
ish Prime Minister, had declared that
Sweden’'s interest rates were coming
down! Which only showsthatstatements
by ruling politicians and most
economistsin today’s volatile and dan-
gerous situation of world currencies are
“strictly for the birds”. Either they are
“talking up” economic confidencein their
economy among the world’s financial
gamblers or they cannot go further than
superficial or psychological reasons for
the accelerating crisis to the underlying
reasons for the crisis of capitalist pro-
duction..

In Sweden, asin other European coun-
tries, big business raises demands for
more drastic cuts in public expenditure.
The measures already taken hit hardest
at the workers and lower middle class.
Home loans have gone up by 5 points to
22.5%. The “Guardian” reported a cook
from Gothenburg as saying: “Tabsolutely
don't like this at all. People just don't know
what will happen to their interest rates. Eve-
ryone is worried after the talk of these huge
increases.”

Onereason that capital left the country
was because of the lack of confidence in
the present government’s firmness in
cutting into the Welfare State. Sweden’s
big employers demand increasing cuts
in their costs of production. First and
foremost, that means a cut in the costs of
labour and a cut in state expenditure on
the “Welfare State”, so that the big capi-
talist firms can be assisted in their trade
war.

Sweden’s workers are strongly organ-
ised, but with a leadership of Social
Democrats which had many years of
managing the country for capitalism. To
halt the threats from the financial mar-
kets, sections of Swedish capitalism
would like a coalition government with
the Social Democrats playing a leading
part.

Thestability, peace and progressof the
Swedish dream is finished. It does not
take much prescience to see a stormy
period in front of Sweden. The Social
Democrats held their position in the !
pastand began the austerity cuts while
still able to maintain “Welfare State”
conditions, among the highest in the
world. The world economicdepression
and crisis of Swedish capitalism is pos-
ing the complete destruction of those !

conditions. m
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POLAND

The Strike at Tychy & the
Premiers Pearls

It was the Prime Minister herseif who convinced me to travel to

Tychy, though shestill does not knowit. it was her Friday speech,
so full of pearls, that made me wonder what kind of knot ties this

rare necklace.

Pearl 1

She said it would be unjust to yield to the
pressure of the strike for it would leave un-

protected those who earn much less and yet

cannot go on strike.

The Strikers replied:

“We don’tknow whohastold the Prime
Minister all that rubbish. The fabulous
salaries she talked about must include
the Directors salaries. The truth is we
earn between 1,300 and 2,000 zL a month
(96 to 150 dollars). We work 12 to 16
hours a day and we can’t even go to the
toilet most of the time”.

Pearl 2

The Prime Minister said that a strike 1s
justified if the damage it causes is smaller
than the evil it tries to prevent.

The Strikers replied:

“The Prime Minister belongs to the 4th
recent government. Each blamed the
last for whatis happening and then pro-
ceeds to do exactly the same. We can
understand the need for sacrifice for the
sake of a better tomorrow. But, if today
is worse than yesterday and tomorrow
will be worse than today, it means we
cannot wait. Once they have turned us
into dumb beggars it will be too late”.

Pear! 3

The Prime Minister said that in 1980 it
was necessary to strike but now it is possible

to talk.

The Strikers replied:

It is not only possibie to taik, the law
forcesus to talk, but that way we can talk
our heads off. If conversations lead us
nowhere the only way out is to strike.
The director refused to talk to us before
the strike. We have been on strike for 18
days and still nothing. Now they will
not talk because they say the strike is
lilegal.

10 Socialist Voice

Pearl 4

The Prime Minister says that the strike at
Tychy is a rare case because workers wanted
their wages to be related to the price of the car
they produce.

The Strikers replied:
“How many carscould the Prime Min-
ister buy with her monthly salary?”

Pearl 5

This Pearl was not so much stated as
implied. She said that the Tychy question is
a huge misunderstanding, a problem for
Tychy.

The Strikers replied:

“If we did as they told us they’d soon
‘fix’ usone by one while the others would
watch indifferently”. =

Via a Comrade in Poland, we t
worker:

“We appeal to all those organisations
who refuse to be indifferent to our
sufferings.

We have been on strike in the Tychy
FSM SA {CAR FACTORY]} since 22nd
July. 3,800 workers are taking part. On
the 14th August we decided to occupy
the factory. Since the beginning of the
strike strikers have received no more
than 60 dollars, some have received no
money.

According to Walesa the strike is ille-
gal but the cause of our strike is just. The
main cause is over pay. After 5 weeks of
striking some of us are going hungry.
Our families are left without any means
of survival. The directors of the firm
refuse to negotiate because they want to
starve us into submission. |

That is why we are asking for help.”

The above letter was received by a
Polish paper called “Anti-Governument
Weekly” which our comrade writes for.
She sent us the above as a fax adding
the following:

People remember here that a lot of

BANK POLSKI KASA OPIEK! 5.
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icleved the following appeal from

e |

r factory.

money was collected ‘in the west” when
they were striking against the so called
‘communists’. Now workers feel very
abused when there is no response to
their calls for help now. It is not too
difficult to explain why things are the
way they are, but explanations feed no-
body. _

Tychy is a city in the Silesian Region,
near Katowice. Itslife hingesround a car
factory (small cars), the FSM. This is
about to be sold to the Italian car glant,
Fiat. Workers are against selling the
factory unless the Italians agree to pay
the same rates as they pay in Italy.

Workers earn about 150 dollars a
month, and they work between 12 and
16 hours a day. Conditions are bad, for
example they try to restrict access to the
toilet.

The car workers are part of a strike
wave which has reached the Ievel of the
strikes of 1980. |

We hope the trade unions in the west
will respond to the appeal of the Tychy
workers. Please send your donations to
the following address. n

(ATOWICE NR 5.27031-20018331-

IAJKOWY FSM TYCHY
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enryk Langer is a miner, a technician. He has worked in many mines. He

has never been one of the “passive but faithful”. He was quick to see

things badly done and would denounce them. That is why in the seven-

ties and eighties he had to change jobs often, because the job could not change
him. He joined the first Solidarity hoping that it would change things.

When in 1989 the “communa” fell, he was happy and believed that now all would
beright. Atthe time he was working in the mine called Julian. He had a quarrel with
the director and proved that their was plenty of negligence and misadministration.
They dismissed him with the excuse that he was getting too oid for his job. He started
writing, he wrote to the parliament. From the Chancellors office there came a note
asking that his case should be reconsidered. The director never even reacted to that
s0, as from the 4th September, Langer joined the ranks of the unemployed.

Then we had the elections to the parliament. In a Solidarity bulletin Langer read
that the candidate number 30 for the trade union was W, Szostrowski, the director
of Julian. He went to a mecting and started asking “difficult questions” about the
candidate. After that the chief of Solidarity of his region asked the director to find
Langerajob and asked Langer not to come to any more meetingsas he was “mucking
up” the campaign.

Soon, in spite of his age, Langer received a job in the Rozbark mine. The Sohdarity
fairytale about how a poor miner’s dreams come true did not last long. He received
a contract to sign. It was predated but Langer was too pleased to pay attention to
details. They told him that the contract was necessary for a trial period. Shortly
before the trial period ended he asked the director to extend the contract. The
director refused. It was 6 days before he could retire that he was notified that the
contract had expired and that he could collect his dues for the holidays in cash. He
was denicd the right to take his holidays as this would make him still officially part
of the crew and therefore eligible for his pension. Again Langer appealed to the
regional leadership of Solidarity and explained that if he went to the uncmployment
office no-one would give him a job on the eve of his retirement. He wrote to the
director telling him that such behaviour wasa very perverted method of teaching the
values of democracy in which the “directorial mafia” always gets away with
everything. Langer sued. In the tribunal he learned that his employers did not
present the documentation necessary for his retirement in time. He appealed. In the
letter of appeal he put his foot in it by asking a “difficult” question: “Do those who
governus know how the workers are treated in this country?” There was no answer
to his request.

That is why I appeal to all those who are against such unlawfulness. Do not let
us forsake this man. Let us write letters to the tribunals, to Solidarity, to the

director. It is his turn today but tomorrow it may be any of us. o
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he capitalist press has run many

reports that Russian people are

totally disillusioned with com-

munism and that they date all the evils

of their present situation back to 1917

and the victory of the Bolsheviks in
that year.

Much publicity has been given to the
renaming of towns
and streets, the
most notable exam-
plebeing thechang-
ing of the name of
Leningrad back to
St.Petersburg.
Since August 1991
a number of statues
have Dbeen re-
moved, the most
notable being that
of Dzherzinsky
from outside the
building occupied
by the KGBin Mos-
cow. Also, in Mos-
coOw a number of
statues of Lenin
have been taken
down and turned to scrap.

But, when one travels around Russia
and the Ukraine the statues of Lenin are
still standing from the Karelia region in
the:north to Sochi in the south. Thelocal
television stations are running pro-
grammes about the circumstances of the
birth of Soviet power. One I saw con-
cerned the circumstances under which
Lenin travelled across Germany in 1917
in a sealed train. Another examined
Trotsky’s role as the founder cf the Red
Army.

Battleship Aurora

This new openness was very evident
when we visited the Battleship Aurora
permanently moored in the Moskva
River. It wasthe thunderof blank charges
from the guns ot this cruiser which sig-
nalied the beginning of the 1917 October
Revolution. Disregarding the official
Tourist guide who told that these salvos
heralded the beginning of 70 years of
misery for the Russian people we went
aboard anyway and were met by an
elderly man, obviously an ex-sailor, who
wasonly too pleased toanswerany ques-
tion we asked.

12 Socialist Voice

George Petersen of our
Austrailian Section
recently returned from Russia
He has sent us this report
about what he saw

The first item which came to my atten-
tion was a painting of Lenin addressing
the Petrograd Soviet, with Sverdlov and
Trotsky seated on the platform beside
him. Pointing to a picture of Dybenko
our guide advised us that he was the
representative of the Aurora crew on the
Petrograd Soviet, that he had become an
Admiral of the Soviet Navy and that he
had been murdered by Stalin in 1941.

Despite such atrocities our guide was
obviously proud of the achievements of
the Aurora crew and of the Bolshevik
revolution in which it played such a
distinguished part.

The Lenin Museum

This change from Stalinist brainwash-
ing wasalso evident when we visited the
Lenin Museum in Moscow and a young
English-speaking womanattendantgave
our small party of four a comprchensive
tour lasting about two hours. To my
surprise there wasnoattempt to hide the
roie of Trotsky and the other Bolsheviks
in the Russian revolution.

The notorious painting of Lenin ad-
dressing a crowd from a wooden plat-
form, with Trotsky standing at the foot

Re-writing History

of the platform, is now on full display.

So is a realistic painting of the Second

Congress of the Third International be-

ing addressed by Lenin and containing

pictures of all the Bolshevik leaders in-
cluding those murdered by Stahn.

The museumalso shows original proc-
lamations issued by the first Council of

Peoples” Com-
missars,signed by
the Commissars,
and a photo mon-
tage of Lenin’s
1917  Central
Committee. Our
guide advised us
of the fate of them
all and answered
detailed ques-
tions regarding
their political
stanceson various
incidents of the
revolutionary pe-
riod.

- Averytouching
exhibit containeu
pictures of Lenin

in the [ast year of his life sufering from
the heart condition which eventually
killed him - pictures which had never
been publicly displayed until very re-
cently.

It is clear that the museum displays a
new image of Lenin as a brilliant revolu-
tionary political leader, not as a demi-
god, and that this image obscured by
Stalinist propaganda for 63 vearsis now
available for all to see.

This image is obviously not to the
liking of the rulers of Russia today.
The Moscow City Council is demand-
ing a million roubles in rent from the
Museum, and is demanding that the
museum be self supporting. The staff
are paid 1000 roubles a month, about
$30 American in real terms, and a star-
vation wage. There is areal danger that
the institution will follow the example
of the St.Petersburg Lenin Museum and

close,. i




Russian workers living standards are falling

How Do Workers Live?

USSIANECONOMISTS tell for
eign visitors that 90% of Rus
sians live below the poverty

line. This is not immediately evident to
a casual observer. People appear (o be
adequately dressed, there are some beg-
gars but they operate mainly outside
churches and in the tourist areas.

There are no supermarkets such as
those used by most West European,
American and Australian workers, in-
stead, Russians shop at old fashioned
shops which have small stocks. There
are many street markets selling fresh
fruit and vegetables and a wide variety
of consumer goods - mostly of very poor
quality. Thesc markets are very dear to
Russians; 70 roubles for a kilo of toma-
toes, 130 for cherries, 120 for pork, 135
for cheese. A packet of spaghetti costs 14
roubles, a shirt 1000 or a dress 3000.
However, bread is readily available at 5
to 10 roubles a loaf in the official bread
shops. There are other goods sold in the
official shops such as tinned fruit soap
and toiict paperbutitisdifficult to check
their prices as they sell out as soon they
appcar in the shops.

Most wages are totally inadequate to
meet these costs, for instance a waitress
gets 1000 roubles a month, a teacher, a
doctor or an office worker gets 2000.

The principle of a large kindergarten
gets 3,500, a bus driver gets 4,000 and a
coal miner receives the amazing amount
of 40,000 roubles a month. (One pound
sterling gets approximately 260 roubles.)

The answer to the puzzle of how peo-

_—__—-_-—-._——__-__

ple live is that the working class are still
benefiting from the gains of the October
revolution in social services that were
developed fromnothinginthe early days
of the revolution and are still far in
advance of those in capitalist countries.
With thelow levelsof wages many work-
ers see the benefits of the revolution as
the only advantages they have.
Nobody pays more than a fifth of hisor
her income in rent and most pcople pay
much less, usually around 30 to 40 rou-
bles a month, although the apartments
are small and overcrowded. Heat and
electricity costs no more than 10 roubles
amonth per service. Telephonesare free,
if one 1s lucky enough to have one con-
nected already as to get one connected is
almost impossible. Public transport in
any city costs one rouble for a journey of
any length, and the Moscow Metro is
magnificent. In my experience bus driv-
crs do not bother to collect fare tokens.
Health and hospital facilities are free,
albeitinadequatcand understaffed. Edu-
cation is free, though all university stu-
dentsreceiveabysmally low allowances.
Whilst many people believe that a free
market can put goods on the shelves
they have no illusions what would hap-
pen to their hou sing, power, health, edu-
cationl and other services in a market
economy. It 1s their willingness to fight
to defend these gains that has made
problems for Yeltsin and the other ‘lib-
erals’” (who would be called Tories in
Britain). |
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Economic Crisis
and Leadership

Only Marxism can show the way out of the crisis

(CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE)

The French are caught, like many oth-
ers, in the battle between two giants.
The USA is “allowing” the dollar to be
de-valued and a 10 per cent drop in the
dollar would reduce French exports by
2.2 per cent a year; apply this to all the
countries and it is obvious why the doi-

lar isbeing de-valued. Thebuying power |

of Greek wages has falien by 20% in the
last year and half. The governmentsays
it can no longer afford to maintain the
pensions and public spending of the
past. The Italian Government 1s saying
the same thing. Throughout Europe
privatisationisbeing pushed throughas
fast as the working class allows. In
Sweden 60,000 postal workers have been
sacked because of privatisation.

And for a while workers of the East
thought the pavements of Western Eu-
ropean capitals where paved withdemo-
cratic gold!

The Western European countries are
leapfrogging their neighboursin the eco-
nomic and social crisis. The Sterling
crisis saw the government spend 1/3 of
its gold and Dollar reserves. Everybody
who could was selling Sterling includ-
ing the British banks, they sold sterling
for Marks and made a killing, thatisone
reason why their shares on the stock
market rose dramatically after the de-
valuation.

Theinitial speculation started 6 months
ago and the city of London was part of
that. Blaming the German Bundesbank
or international speculators only serves
tocoverupthedepthot thecrisisand the
factthatitisadirect productof the torces
Thatcherism represented.  Under the
Tories manufacturing industry has bro-
ken up there is little left of it to take
advantage of chea xports,.

Major is now a ridiculous figure, as is

the cabinet, but their great supporters
first in joining the ERM and now 1n de-
valuationare the Labourleadership. The
Tones survived the Thatcher crisis be-
cause the Labour leadership and the
many on the left, including groups like
Militant, refused to call people onto the
: ‘reets and bring Thatcher down by in-
.. mendent class action. This time the

~sition 1s even weaker but the cnisis

er.

The Tories jumped 180 degrees on the
question of devaluation because an in-
terest rate rise of 15% would have cata-
pulted Britain into a rapidly deepening
slump. Such a sharp change carried the
great danger of bringing workers onto

“Workers ask us what
they should do?
in the first place we
have to understand what
is going on.”

the streets of Britain and of preventing
British banks from making super prof-
Its...

Whatever the twists and turns thisis a
full blown capitalist crisis and there are
no rules, Britain as a world force is dead
and every day it declines further into an
economy of the Latin American type and
we could sav of the Eastern European
type. The recent hurricane killed many
people in the region of Florida, this fi-
nancial and economichurricane will take
a terrible toll, especially in the weaker
countries of Europe.

Marxism was dead according to the
European wiscacres who thought they
had Europe sewn up into some kind of
capitalist unity. But now you would
search in vain for any comprehension of
this European wide crisis, some appear
even to deny it. Well it is only from the
“corpse” of Marxism that a real under-
standing can be gained of what is hap-
pening now and what is going to hap-
pen.

The Economic Market of Europe is
cracking in many places. For Marxism

this was inevitable. The grandfathers of

today’s reformists and pacifists always
wanted to live in peace withimperialism
and imagined that impenalism could
solve its problems by unifying.
Kaustky writing in 1915 (as the First
World War was raging) looked for ultra
or super-imperialism. Lenin attacked
his writings time and again. Of course,
Lenin said, imperialism seeks to make
alliances. But, “We ask, is it conceivable
assuming that the capitalist system remains
intact - and this is precisely the assumption

that Kautsky does make - that such alliances
would be more than temporary, that they
would eliminate friction, conflictsand strug-
gle in every possible form?” (Impenalism,
the Highest Stage of Capitalism). Eise-
where, Lenin writes:

“Thereis no doubt that the development 15
going in the direction of a single trust that
will swallow up all enterprises and all states
without exception. But the development in
this direction is proceeding with such stress,
with such a tempo, with such contradictions,
conflicts and convulsions - not only eco-
nomic, but also political, national, etc etc -
that beforeasingleworld trustwill be reached,
before the respective national finance capi-
tals will have formed aworld union of “ultra-
imperialism” imperialism will inevitably
explode, capitalism will turn into its oppo-
site.” (December 1915).

The general strikes that have taken
place in Western Europe, most recently
in Greece and the new levels of struggle
in Poland, which are being likened to the
period of 1980, are signs they cannot
ignore. After the explosions of 1989 and
1990, imperialism had a short time to
find a solution to the transformation of
the Eastern economies. In reality they
proved, as Lenin said, to be parasitic
capitalisms. They went for the pickings,
they went for cheap labour opening up
factories here and there where they
thought a toe hold could be got. But the
waves of discontent, which also finds an
expression in the Ukraine shows that
time is running out for easy pickings.

While the echo of celebrations of the
death of Marxism can still be heard,
reality shows Marxism to be very much
alive. Here are the economic processes
of capitalism - which Marx uncovered -
working behind the backs of men and
women. The chaos on a world scale is as
a result of capitalist world relations. The
workers of Eastern Europe and the
former Soviet Union must look well and
mark wel. Therevolutionary,  inter-
nationalist Marxists must redouble
and re-treble their efforts theoreti-
cally and practically to trumpet the
understanding that chaos, uncertainty,
a sinking into misery and hardship 1s
the only future under capitalist rela-
tions. l |
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