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triking French lorry drivers, whilst
dismantling their road-blocks, vowed
that next time their organisation had to
be improved to beat the riot police. While
they were being fed by local populations the
unions were tciling them to go back to work.
As the union leaders. who did not represent
many of these men. were trying to end their
fight. the riot policc were smashing win-
dows, pulling lorry drivers {from their cabs,
spraying them with CS gas and even beating
up women Supporters.

Why did the French government order 1n
tanks and the riot police when it was appar-
ently merely a matter of adjusting anew law?
The French government faces a very hostile
working class and having been drawn nto
the dispute they could not afford to back
down. Had other sections of workers gone on

s
the offensive at the same time then the
government’s very life would have been at
stake.

The lorry drivers showed that the struggle
of the working class has returned to the
streets of Europe. The general strikes of
1991 in Spain and Italy were not isolated
incidents of the workers' movement, on the
contrary there are increasing mobilisations
of workers in all the major centres on the
continent. '

Our headline in the Socialist Voice of
December 1991 said that *Socialism Lives™.
Even the conservative French papers lik-
ened the Lorry drivers strike to “Paris 687
By that they mean the revolutionary move-
ment of May to June in 1968, when 10
million workers and students came out Onio
the streets. For once we agreed with the
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Collyhurst People Should Decide

Bob Mullane is a resident on the Manchester estate

Andy Shannon’s candidature in the lo-
cal elections as Independant Labour has
highlighted the severe problems of the
Collvhurst-Harpurhey area, Issues such
as housing repairs and the condition of the
estate have come to the fore. Even though
there was a tenants association, nothing was
being done. Now the local tenants know
there is a strang voice, action can be taken
about housing problems like lcaking sinks
and rubbish which would have taken wecks,
months or even years to solve. Now becausc
of the involvement of the Jocal Independcent
Labour. the council is acting a lot quicker.
The tenants have a lot of confidence in the
pecople within Independent Labour.

We are so powerful that the tenants asso-
ctation group have asked for us to join their
mectings. When we did attend one, they
questioned why we were taking all the “glory™
from them, as they had been working for the
last eight years with some success in resolv-
ing some complaints. They have been upset
by tenants congratulating Andy Shannon,
who is seen as having resolved some prob-
lems very quickly.

The councils answer to the problems of
lifter has to been to demand that tenants

clean up the estate, despite the cut-backs on
refuse collection, and only allocating a im-
itcd number of bin linees. If binmen give out
more bags than pcople are supposed to have
then someone clsc goes without.

The council has no answer to the problems
of refuse, instead it 1ssues notices to quit on
some tenants. Tenanis have said they do not
want familics evicted with small children,
they would prefer to help the people with
eviction nouces and help clecan up the place.

We know there are probiecms., but we think
that serving eviction notices 1s not the answer
- tenants should not fight cach other. We as
tenants can overcome our problems only by
discussing with each other and organising
tenants meetings. If we had public meetings
on the estate i1 would ensure that decisions
about our lives are not made by a minonty.

The housing manager keeps going on
about budgets. But problems that are left
today will cost more money in the future,

We want the tenants of Collyhurst to
decide on the issues which affect them. It
isnot what the councilliors and officials tell
us we can have, it is what people of
Coliyhurst want that should count. That's

Andy Shannon Writes...

real democracy.
Reader’s
Letter

2 Socialist Voice

THE IRRESPONSIBLE, mind- over- matter policies of Manchester City Council
runs true to form; they don't mind and you don't matter. Once again they have shown
their inability to cope with the financial crisis by taking the simple way out.

In 1987. the council campaigned to stop the take-over of their housing stock by private
speculators. Their battle cry was. “a home for life, protecting jobs and services”. Today, the
council lecader and his subordinate councillors are preparing to sell off 22.000 homes, cut
services and lose 7.500 jobs. This treachery violates the Right to Secure Tenure and their
'home for life’ battle cry.

The council appeases the government and attacks those who trusted and voted them into
power. The tenants of this city arc the right{ul landlords. the council are the administrators.
They have no tfight without consulting the tenants to make deals with the government or
private tandlords.

In 1985.Graham Stringer's open government policy was a welcome change. tt got rid of the
mystery that shrowded counctl policy. it supported the Socialist policy of peoples rights. Now
it chooses 1o bury its head in the sand: it has failed to uphold those nghts.

The council's actions must be challenged, people must fight now for what is their right.
They must organise public meetings and demand consultation. There are groups
already preparing for consultation, trade unions must support the people, their fight is
our fight. It is true to say that Jesus was born in a stable, could it have been that
Bethlehem Council had sold off all the houses?




The Market Comes To
Further Education

NICK MARSH

A HUGE sector of education in Britain
that rarely gets in the national media,
Further Education, is about to undergo
massive changes. These changes have been
brought about by a government which, by its
every word and deed, has sought 10 destroy a
system of education which, whilst imperfect,
has begun to address many of the Inequalities
1n our soclety.

Further Education is
being privatised. The
Education Reform Act of
1988 which caused so
much devastation in our
schools and separated
polytechnics from Local
Education Authorities began the process of
privatisation. The Further and Higher Edu-
cation Act 1992 compiletes it. On the Ist
April 1993 all Further Education and Sixth

Form Colleges will become independent -

corporations. There will no longer be any
Imk with Local Education Authorities. The
new corporations will be run by ‘governing
bodies’ made up in the main of unelected
‘industrialists’. Their principals will become,
ineffect, chiefexecutives. Their funding will
come from an unelected Further Education
Funding Council. The level or funding they
receive will be based on how many students
they can atiract. It is common knowledge
that this council will set the level of funding
at about 90% of what is needed 1o force the
new corporation to be more competitive and
entrepreneurial.

All exasting staff will transfer on the 1s
Aprd 1993 to the newly incorporated col-
leges on their present terms and conditions
with no loss or continuity of employment.
This sounds fairly reasonable in the post
Thatcherite employment jungle but we need
10 step behind the gioss and look at the
reality.

First of all this massive change is 10 be
accomplished with very little extra money.
The government set aside £26 million for the
transivon period (30th September 1992 to
ist April 1993). Given that there are over 500
colteges 1n the sector £26M would not have
gone very far. However, the FEFC has
informed colleges that the real figure avail-
able 1s only £15M, because they have set
aside or spent £11 million employing con-
sultants such as Touche, Ross and Coopers,
Lybrand, Deloitte to tell us what we knew
already - that colleges need payroll systems,

Nick Marsh is a further education lecturer in Manchester

"It Is expected that
a quarter of all
colleges will go

to the wall

by the year 2000"

cash accounting and better management G
information systems. A large college in :
Manchester will receive about £26,000 to
cover this transition period - not even enough
to pay for a payroll system.
Because the funding council controls the R s ;
purse strings they will decide which col- © i i
leges survive. Itisexpected thata quarterof i
colleges will got to the ::; e -
The scenario is very i i
simple. If the funding %
council pulls the plug
onacollege, it willcease
to exist. What we are i
probably going to see |
are mergers and "rationalisation” with the °
consequent loss of jobs and courses. The .

costs. This has already happened in poly- |
technics.
Althoughstaff transfer tothe new colleges @\ ;.
on their existing terms and conditions, col- - 5.
lective agreements do not transfer with them |
unless such agreements are part of their per-
sonal contracts. In fact the Act makes no =iy v
mention of collective bargaining the infer- & 5 e
ence being that individuals negotiate their © 5 o
own terms and conditions. There is nothing & '
to stop the new governing bodies from sack- 5
ing everyone on the 2nd April 1993 and re- - [
employing them (or those they want) on Gy
new, and significantly worse, terms and : 5,
conditions. Again. the experience in the | 7
polytechnics is that new contracis have been @i
introduced whichare significantly worse than
those previously in place. Equally, senior
staff in polytechnics have awarded them-
selves massive wage increasces and various -
other perks the old, old story - the bosses get
fat at the expensc of the workers and the
customers (the students) can go to hell.
However 1t’s not all doom and gloom. A
fight 1s beginning, it's not being helped to i L
any great extent by the national leaderships = % Powon Datob
of the various unions involved. but there are @ 7% 210
activists on the ground who are prepared to : ;.
take on the new bosses. Links are being i
made between unions. The traditional :
“superiority” of the lecturers’ union, .
NATFHE, is being called into question not >
least by it's own members. There is a
realisation that we are all in this together ;.
- we can only win if we stick together; the -
bosses can’t beat us if we are united. :

o)

o July/Aug1992 3



VICTIMISED STUDENTS

Alan Rote reports on Manchester Polytechnic’s treatment of students on a social work course

Manchester
Polytechnic’s new
Diploma in Social =
Work course, at its
Department of Ap-
plied Community
Studies, has come
under flerce attack
for denying stu-
dents basic rights
and for inadequate
and inconsistent
training of Social
Workers and Pro-
bation Officers.
Oppressive and
discriminatory ac-
tions by the poly-
technic towards the
students  have
heightened thecon-
troversy around
the already prob-
lematic course.

The diploma tis
being phased in as a
replacement for the
Certificate of Quali-
fication in Social Work(CQSW) following
the ritual abuse scandals in the Orkneys,
Rochdale and Cleveland, and is intended to
give newly qualified Social Workers more
practical experience on placements than the
CQSW. To this end, 50% of the time spent
training on the new diploma is spent on
placement, with the availability of good qual-
ity placements at a pemium..

Placements

Last year, the final year of the CQSW atthe
polytechnic, there were 45 Social Work stu-
dents. In joint staff-student meetings this
year lecturers/tutors have admitted that there
are only around 40 decent placements avail-
- able for students on the course, and yet finan-
cial pressures have forced the polytechnic to
take on 85 students for the new diploma.

Many students on placement are receiving
poor training as a result, often being used as
cleaners, caretakers or cooks, and with many
receiving no experience in any kind of case-
work or counselling, despite the fact that
such experience is crucial both to the stu-
dents future competency as a Social Worker

4 Socialist Voice

and to their chances of passing coursework
assignments based upon their ‘practice’.
The policy of taking on more students than
they can adequately train in order to gain
more money for the department has meant
that some students are almost bound to fail,
not through their own inadequacies, but be-
cause they aren’t receiving the necessary
training to pass. Also, the lecturers them-
selves have indicated thatthe diploma’s ‘core
competencies’, which all students are re-
quired to pass, are not worth the paper they
are written on as they are vague and therefore
impossible to assess with any consistency.
Mass student meetings have slammed the
polytechnic for not only giving insufficient

support (o students,
but aiso for causing
them to fail. Course
tutors have met
placement tutors be-
hind the backs of stu-
dents, deciding on
extra work for stu-
dents withoutany ne-
gotiation or agree-
ment. Students have
beendenied the nght
to have a fellow stu-
dent representative
in with them in meet-
ings with their tutors
or placement (utors.
Cases have emerged
of students believing
that they were doing
well on their place-
ments only to be told
two weeks before the
end that they would
be failed, giving
them no time to im-
prove their standard
of work to passievel.

Discrimination

Despite great play made early on in the
course around issues of ‘power, oppression
and discrimination’, placement tutors reports
are being accepted as valid, even when they
highlight obvious discriminatory practices
and opinions directed at the studenis by prac-
tice placement tutors themselves. In one in-
stance a black person was denied access (o
work with the black community, despite re-
peated requests for this, and was further
denied access to black agencies and support
groups despite this having been negotiated in
the student’s ‘pre-placement agreement’.
Moreover, because of the support the
student received on placement from the
only other black worker there, support
which the placement tutor objected to as she
was critical of the student’s work, she
banned the student from having any contac:
with other members of staff regarding the
student’s caseload, with the specific =2
expressed intention of blocking conas
between the only two black workers. .

In another case a deaf student had to w ¥




SLAM POLYTECHNIC

He exposes the sham that education is becoming and looks at the students fight-back

with blind clients, who show little facial = mx TN g O TR ey =tthe polytechnic has deliberately taken on
cxpression and arc thercfore difficult to lip- 2050} Gl W R wmi B T8 o R “‘more students than it can train, in order to
read. and a stroke paticent, It is beyond belief @&y 4 receive more grant as a result. Having ob-
lo seriously expect deaf students to be able to iy 87 Lained the moncy bascd on the numbers of
lip-read and communicate effectively with 2a & “bumson scats™, they are deliberately trying
stroke paticnts. As a result of such practices <37 3 110 get rid of students as they know they
this student was considered o be unable to haven't the number of good placements to
pass the placement. even though it was the | - Y adequately train them. This is bemng done in
placement which was at fault. When this ; o two ways. Frstly through natural wastage, as
student went 1o discuss this with the head of S 3 S r?f students realise that their poor level of train-
the department, he was told that no further <=0 & 35 ’ L B ing will not allow them to pass, and they drop
discussion could take place until he had paid R ut of their own accord. Secondly, through
back the money {or the "minicom” and other & accepting anything and everything that place-
deaf aids provided to deaf siudents by the . 2 ments, good or bad, say about the students.
Polytechnic. The students receive maoney to 4 % Lecturers, some of whom have never been
pay for these from the Local Education Au- 40 §] Social Workers and most of whom have not
thority, but they are extremely slow atcough- ¥ been ‘in the field” for 10-15 years, are back-

ing up the money. As aresult this student had : o 7 1ng to the hilt ‘fail’ recommendations from
t0 go into debt mercly so that his head of % ¥ 3 Y i TA e M placements, even where it is the placement
department would talk to him about his | | that has fatled the student and not the student

course!! e the ptacement. Inthis way even outrageously

As far as most students are concerned. - ~ discriminatory and prejudiced practices by
therefore, it is becoming increasingly appar- poor placements and untrained and unguali-
ent that some students are being deliberately fied placement tutors are overlooked in the

set up to fail. has delfber az‘ely_ __taken_'onf}j interests of cutting down student numbers.
Eai more sfudé’nts than itean Euri
allure o mn T urious
...... z‘ram inorder to- receive
For students who are recommended (o fail more grant 8'.'3”8 fG’SUa{f” The students, needless to say, are abso-
or do another placement, their rights to fair R T <. lutely furious. There is unanimous support
Lreatment are also being ignored. The “prac- for victimised students in the mass meetings,
tice panel sub-commitiee” which interviews panel meeting. as each student knows that next year they
students with a fail or borderline pass/fail In the panel meeting itself, which had  could be given a hopeless placement and be

recommendation from their placement, is already been primed by reading the biased  left tosink or swim with no support from the
extremely partial and inquisitorial in its ap-  and negative reports on the student and inter- — course tutors or polytechnic machinery. The
proach. The panel ismade up of course tutors  viewing the course and placement tutors first.  students know that they cannot afford to
and practice placement tutors. all of whom  the student faced a barrage of hostile and allow themselves (o be picked off one by one,
arc extremely loath to criticise each others aggressive questioning based upon the place-  and that unity in the face of a common threat
work. The neutrality and objectivity of such  ment report which was itself highly contra-  is paramount.
asetup has been called into question. As one dictory and replete with falschoods and sub- In the event of students being failed over
student putit: “ltsrather like having Heinrich  tle ncgative innuendo. In this meeting the  the summer, students are talking of taking
Himmlersitting on the jury at the warcrimes  student was not allowed o bring up the point ~ action when they return in October. Legal
trials.” by point rebutial of the report which he had — action for unfair and discriminatory prac-
[none case a “neutral observer’, draftedin -~ preparcd together with his chosen student tices is being considered, as are boycolts of
by the polytechnic to interview the student.  representative as there was “notenoughtime™,  the most appalling lecturers, boycolts on
course tutor and placement tutor prior o and the student representative was denied the handing massignments, contacting the press/
overseeing the panel proceedings, wasbarred — right to speak except as a “prompt™ to the media. conducting pickets, protests, and if
from the panel meeting by the chairperson student. Indeed. when the studentrepresenta-  nonc of the above get the necessary response,
who was one of the course tutors. Not only  tive tried to speak, he was told that “We qre  strikes and occupations.
that, but the placement and course tutors.  here 10 hear what X has to say. The fact that ~ The ball is firmly in the Polytechnics
although around to give “evidence’ before You are speaking in his siead will be duly ~ court, and they must know that if they
the panel, refused 1o be interviewed by the  noted”, implying that the student was inca-  continue to treat these mature students
ncutral observer as they had “prior commit-  pable of speaking for himsclf, which was like naughty school-kids, then they are in
ments”, indeed this was given as the excuse  grossly untrue. for a rude awakening. N
tor not allowing the neutral observer into the It has become increasingly apparent that
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More for the bank:,- means less for the starving
1he Third World

“A CHILD dies every hour in just one
country, the Philippines, to pay the banks
that make the profits”.

Inthe pastien ycarsno issue. other than war
1self, has so dominated the work of the lead-
ing aid agencies, as much as the “third world
debt cnises’. In country after country, the
problems faced by the people, are profoundly
influenced by the economic crises. Whether
their government is imposing harsh austerity
measures n an attempt to keep up the debt
payments, or limiting debt payments, and
facing the united hostility of the creditors, the
results are very simtlar. Children are dying
(half a million a year according to UNICEF),
tropical rainforests are laid waste (fifty acres
a second according to Friends of the Earth),
and charities like Oxfam and the World De-
velopment Movement
are forced to fund
basic services that are
not covered by gov-
ermment provision,

Sohow did the Third
World's massive debt
bappen? Back in the
19707s when the oil
rich countries vastly increased the price of
o1l, they deposited their new found wealth in
western banks.  The banks in turn, were
desperate to re-1nvest 1t. They reckoned that
the best way to loan it safely was to Third
World countries. Companies may fold and
disappear, but countrics would always be
there to safeguard the investment. So scores
of people. were sent around the world offer-
ing enormous loans. often 1o despots and
military governments who had ro intention
of spending the money to help the poor. In
fact on many occasions corrupt politicians in
concert with the banks actuaily redeposited
large amounts of this money in their own
names, with the very same banks who had
loaned the money in the first place. President
Marcosin the Philippines was a classic exam-
ple. He deposited billions around the world
by taking this ioan money for himself - and
there were many others. But still the banks
carried on, because, for them, it was good
business. The money was loaned to these
countries at variable interest rates. As those

6 Socialist Voice

"Over half the children in
Ghana are malnourished-over
half the country's foreign
exchange is spent paying
off loans”

ralcs have gone up and the countries incomes
have failed to keep pace, sothey had to spend
a larger and larger proportion of their na-
tional income on repaying debt.

To pay back the interest on the loans the
poorest countries 1n the world grow cash
crops on land that could be growing food for
their own people. That’s why Sudan was
sull exporting food whilst its own people
faced starvation. That’s why 400,000 chil-
dren are estimated to die in Brazil every year
from hunger related diseases when Brazil is
one of the biggest exporters of food in the
world. According to Oxfam, well over half
the children in Ghana are malnourished while
over half that country’s forcign exchange is
spent in paying loans. This has meant cutsin
health care, education, and even water sup-
plics. And perhaps the
most stuanning fact of
all: Whilst all those
children grow hungry
in Ghana, half their
farming land is not
growing food for the
malnourished. but 1n-
- stead it 1s used to grow
cocoa to make western chocolate bars!

Forty per cent of the food growing land in
sencgal 1s growing peanuts for western mar-
garine. In Columbia, where malnutrition is
common, fertile land s used to grow cut
flowers for the rich in the west. During the
great drought in the Schel, the production of
peanuts for export increased whilst tens of
thousands starved. The World Health Or-
ganisation estimates that 15 million chil-
dren, under five years of age, die each year
from preventable causcs. While the direct
causcs are many, onc clearly stands out:
“Third world debt’. Richard Jolly, Deputy
Director of UNICEF estimates that at least
5,000 died in 1989 as a result of ‘third
world debt”. Indirect deaths (gdue to lack of
funds) include:- |

» 3 million from measles, tetanus, diph-
theria, polio, whooping cough and tubercu-
los1s. Vaccination against these costs 6p per
child

« 4 miilion from pneumontia, a cure for

which costs 2.5p per child
|

Within The Banking,
Insurance and Finance Unior
an attempt is being made to

develop a campaign in support
of a complete write-off of ali
Third World debt owed to Britis!
banks.

There is a struggle within the
union to adopt a radical policy
which would not find favour witt
the banks.

The banks themselves
continue to rake in vast profits
from the poorer nations.

« 4 million from diarrhoca. a cure fc
which costs 7p per dose

But the countries they live in can’t affor
cven those meagre costs, OECD figure
show that the debt burdened nations ar
reimbursing their loans at $3 billion a week
Even more astonishing, they have sustaine
this rate of payment for a decade. Since th:
debt crises erupted in 1982, Latin Americ.
has sent an average of $4 billion northward
cvery one of those 108 months. Even dirt
poor sub-Saharan Africa i1s somehow scrap
ing together a billion dollars a month in loar
recpayments. And each year the debt grow:
because that vast sum doesn’t even cover the
amount of interest owed.

The Crises 1s Killing our Environment

Third world Debt and environmental S
struction are mdissolubly wedded.

The first wave of loans in the 70°s, whzz-
didn’t disappear nto the black hole of 2
eign bank accounts, were used to finzr::
monumental projecis that turned into 20 -
logical disasters. Huge damns were b__.
which apart from displacing hundreds :
thousands of pcople, flooded vast fores:=:
areas, caused infertility and soil salinisai:.
destroyed wildlife and spread water borm=
diseases - without even supplying the proc -
1sed output of electricity., Other loans Z-
nanced internal colonisation schemes - s
asthose of Brazil and Indonesia - which ==



Support the campaign to write-off the debts

Debt Means Death

John Hall, a Bifu member and
a supporter of the campaign,
told us that he wants other Bifu
members and the public to
realise the hypocrisy of the
banks and the true cost, In
human terms, of insisting that
third world debt is repaid.
Here is his explanation to his
fellow union members of the
issues involved.
The probiem is one that has
to be addressed by the whole
labour movement.

thousands of involuntary settlers into pris-
tine forests.

Iil-conceived industrialisation based on
obsolete technology brought little develop-
ment but pollution. Foreign money fertilised
“green revolution-style” agriculture, which
required heavy dosesof chemicals and wiped
out local seed strains in favour of imported
varieties.

Those loans which were so irresponsibly
lent and spentare now due. and nature is once
again paying the price. Resources are “mined”
more than they are managed. Smaliholders
are expelied from their land (to make way for
export crops) and then try (o cultivate easily
eroded hillsides or forest soils. At the same
time countries are running themselves rag-
ged on the export treadmill, the World Bank
and the IMF exhorting them to make deep
cuts in public expenditure. Environmental
protection budgets are slashed. with the con-
sequence that no one is paid to watch or put
out forest fires, stop poachers, or curb the
drug economy. Coca production has already
devastated over 700,000 hectares of Ama-
zonian rain forest. and processing the coca
into cocaine dumps into rivers thousands of
gallons of sulphuric acid, ether. kerosenc,
acetone and ammonia. Debt’s most serious
ecological consequence is the massive de-
forestation it has encouraged. Forests are
felled to provide for furniture, window frames,

chopsticks, and even throw away shuttering
on construction projects. Sometimes they
are simply burnt-down and turmned into pas-
ture for cattle whose meat will end up in
western fast-food restaurants.

Levels of debt correlate aimost pertectly
with the extent and the speed of forest de-
struction, the higher the debt, the better the
prospects for the chain-saws and the bulldoz-
ers. Deforestation in the debtor countries
accounts for roughly one fifth of all green-
house gas emissions and thus contributes to
global warming. As the forests are laid to
waste to pay back loans. so does bio-diver-
sity; the myriad lifeforms which are the bases
of our future foods and medicines are wiped
out. We cannot slice the planet in half:
Environment destruction is one debt boo-
merang that will sooner
or later strike us all.

The question 1S:
What is the West do-
ing to alleviate the
crises they cause?

When these coun-
tries got into desperate
trouble and could not
repay their colossal debts to western banks
and governments, in came the Intemational
Monetary Fund, the IMF. This is the sys-
tem's police force, dominated by America
and other rich countries like Britain, which
makes sure everyone plays by the right rules
- theirs! They go into a country and tell them
that they must cut public spending and 1n-
crease exports, whatever the cost (o the 1n-
habitants. The few rich people in the country
must be allowed to get richer so there can be
a “trickicdown”, but subsidies for the poor
must be cut and so must spending on health
care and education. This has led to a new
term in the third world, “the IMF riot”. These
riots occur when people, already hungry” are
told that food subsidies are being reduced.
The IMF also demands increased production
of cash crops to raise more money and stimu-
late “growth".

Instead of writing the debt off, they have
made provisions for it. Making provisions
means that they have assumed in their ac-
counts that the money will never be repaid,

"Countries are running
themselves ragged-the World
Bank and IMF are exhorting
them to make deep cuts in
public expenditure”

This allows them to claim a tax deduction
while at the same time continuing 10 claim
money from the borrower. It allows the
banks to have their cake and eat 1t.

The difference between a provision and a
write off is that with a provision. the debt 1s
still current as far as the person who owes 1t
is concemed. In this case the debtors are
starving third world countries. And the banks.
and other creditors, are still actively extract-
ing as much as possible in interest payments
from them.

Provisions have not helped the third world
who still owe just as much as they did before
the provisions were made. But they have
helped the banks and their shareholders by
enabling them to claim back hundreds of
millions of pounds in tax rebates. What has
happened is that the
British tax-payerhas
paid the banks, but
the banks have not
let the third world
see one penny of it.
The banks effec-
tively take back eve-
rything the British
tax-payer sends in foreign aid, and in
charity, to help starving people in poor
countries, a

S
STOP PRESS

The National Commitee of
the Banking, Insurance and
Finance Union, have just
voted to support the

campaign

SEND YOUR SUPPORT

The campaign needs letters
of support. if readers send
them to us, we will pass them
onto the Campaign.

I
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SOUTH AFRICA

Interview

What is the situation facing Black people
in South Africa?

“Life 1s intolerable for Blacks. People who
livein Soweto and work in Johannesburg are
threatened with being hacked to death every
time they get on a train to work., Families
cannot go outside their homes after 6pm.
They are being massacred by Inkatha. or
accused of being an Inkatha spy,

“The conditions for Black workers have
declined over the last three years and it is
worse than it has been for a long time, even
though much of Apartheid hasbeen abolished.
They face the brunt of the recession and
suffer ever worsening conditions.

“Most people living outside South Africa
do not realise how much white people hate
the Blacks. White people think of them as
sub-human. As far as they are concerncd
they are still Kaffirs or bastards™,

What did the ANC get out of the recent
negotiations?

“Most people do not realise the depth of
the crisis that besieged the National Party,
They were praving that the ANC would
agree to negotiations. If the ANC had held
out a bit fonger and had not dived into the
negotiations we could have brought down
the South African government and we could
have got onc-person, one-vote.

“The truest thing [ will say here is that the
south African govermment merely wants to
swap a monopoly of power for a vefo of
power, It has absolutely no intention of giv-
Ing up power. A famous statement made by
a promineni Afrikaner businessman indi-
cated their line: “We Afrikaners must find a
secret way of sharing power without losing
control”. That was and 1s the agenda. The
whole 1dea behind negotiations was (o con
the world that they had changed, while re-
taining the power, and the ANC fellright into
tl.  Consequently, the ANC has made no
progrcss

“The National Party is not g0ing 1Q nego-
t1ate a\&gk power. all the stajements about the
scraping of Apartheid being irreversibic are
complete nonsense, That has been proven by

the stalemate in Codesa (the title given to the
negotiations)”

What lead up to the negotiations?

8 Socialist Voice

ONE PERSON

Socialist Voice interviewed Shigeza a long standing member of the African National Congres

““The important

thing to under-
stand is why the
National Party
jumped towards
negotiations. The
National Party
wasunderiremen-
dous pressure so
it was forced to
take the action it
took.

“What made De
Klerk jump? It
was a variety of
things. Primarily
it was the eco-
nomic situation in
South Africa.
Apartheid had be-
come a fetter on
capitalism. The
country from
1950 ull 1970
achteved massive
economic growth
but from 1975 to
1985 it experi-
enced economic
decline. This was
a political prob-
lem.,

“There was a

For a World Campaign A

The International Secretariat of the Interr

| IN THE early morning of Wednesday 1

|| June forty two people, including children a

women, were massacred in Boipatong, a biz

|| ghetto near Johannesburg by members of 1

|| Zulu tribe Inkatha. The assassins were trai
ported by police cars.

Three days later, three more people were kil
by the security forces accompanying President
Klerk, who cynically visited the area where 1

_ killings had occurred.
~ These facts made Mandela and the ANC bre
oft negotlatlons with the white government.
- - This fact demonstrates with absolute clarity i
: Aparthetd has not been destroyed in South Afri
- This also demonstrates that the negotiations ma
tained the life of the racist regime and cost the liv
of hundreds of black people and shows that 1
hopes of Mandela were completely false.

The white government has no intention of p
mitting an end to their dictatorial and fascist regin
they would oniy allow socme members of other rac

DOWN WITH THE RACIST GOVERNMENT ¢

FOR A GOVE

massive flight of

capital in 198s5.

Countries would not maintain loans for po-
ltical reasons rather than economic reasons.
The South African economy had massive
debt repayments.  Tts total debt was £22
billion.

“So, economically, the country was head-
ing for disaster. The whole system faced
collapse. That started the dismantling of
Apartheid.

“Inside the country mass actiondeveloped
which forced P. W. Botha to unban the un-
1ons. Infive years the unions grew massively
and were very militant. They played a very
significant role in P. W. Botha being forced
to restgn and F. W de Klerk taking over.

Also 1n 1988 at Cuito Cuanavale (where
Cuban, Angolan and SWAPQO fighters
trapped thousands of South African troops
and forced the retreat of the SA army from
Angola) they lost a battle that changed the
balance of forcesin the region. They realised

they had 1o make some kind of agreemer
unless they were going to take a hiding. Tha
battlc was crucial. Up to that point the:
thought of themselves as invincible, the de
feat destroyed that myth and was instrumen
tal in forcing Botha's resignation.

“After Cuito Cuanavale they could no
impose order from above but the popula
masses could not seiz¢ power from below
This unstable equilbrium was broken by the
unbanning of the ANC, the PAC(Pan Afri
can Congress) and the SACP(South Africai
Communist Party) in February 1990,

“The unbanning began the dual strategy o
the National Party of negotiations with anc
repression of the ANC and COSATU (Con.
gress of South African Trade Unions). They
wanted to impose a social contract or
COSATU involving restraining the struggle
around immediate economic objectives in
exchange for productivity/wages deals. Un-



" ONE VOTE

ainst South African Apartheid

onal Workers’ League issued this statement on Ist July

into the government. Only mass mobilisations against
the odious crimes and injustices of Apartheid can break
them.

To develop the mass movement it is necessary to
endimmediately and definitively the negotiations. This
government cannot be negotiated with, it can only be
destroyed by the unity of all the black organisations.
The generalstrike called for 3rd August by the ANC and

COSATU should be supported by all the organisations. :_
Only a genuine black government, a government

ofthe vast majority of the people, which has the r_esp':ect
of the people, can solve the problems of South Alfrica.
The International Workers League (Fourth Inter-

national) calls on all the workers organisations to fully

support a campaign of solidarity for the black majority
of South Africa and to increase the mobilisations in all
the world to end Apartheid once and for all.

The IWL (Fi) calls especially to the Trotskyist
organisations of the world to start a campaign to
defend the right of the South African black people
to govern their own land.

DE KLERK DOWN WITH SOUTH AFRICAN APARTHEID
MENT OF THE MAJORITY

old  people
travelaround in
groups, organ-
ising  night
watches. de-
fence groups
for those trav-
elling on trains
elc.

This is the
goal of most
South Africans.
They believe
that if they get
universal suf-
frage they will
get an ANC
government
and that the
ANC govern-
ment will de-
liver on thesc
things™,

How can
these demands
be achieved?

“The only
way that you
can getone-per-
SOn one-vote,
the only way

fortunately, the COSATU leadership fell into
this trap. Similarly, the National Party was
very relieved when the ANC agreed 1o talks ™.

What are the demands?

“The objective of the vast majority of the
people i South Africa is 10 achieve one-
PEIson onc vote 1 a unitary state.

“The poimary demands which Blacks want
1$ 1o tmprove their quality of lifc. Pcople are
becoming disillusioned with politics in gen-
eral and they are forming “Civic Societies”
in the townships where they discuss local
1ssues. The people in the Civics say there is
not enough energy in the old ideas. it is no
200d trying to obtain the unobtainable if you
neglect the obtainable. |

“What the Civics are concerned about js
employment, health, education - no matter
what the government is. They are helping

i

you can achieve Socialism in South Africa. is
by a revolution and by understanding the
pressures which forced the NP to negotiate in
the first place. My personnel belief is that
you cannot reform capitalism. You have got
to scrap it.  The history from the 1970s is
evidence of that.

“The whole concept of reform. social con-
tract or social partnership has failed miser-
ably. The unions have to push mass action.
Which they are beginning to do.

“The trade union movement in South Af-
rica 1s new but is split. There is the populist
movement and the workerist movement. The
populistmovement. which supported the idea
of a social contract was gaining ground over
the last few years. In COSATU they had the
control and occupied prominent posi trons.

“The unions have seen that fail and are now
going back o mass action,
_They must totally crush the National Party

SOUTH AFRICA

interview

If 1$ DOt gOINg 10 negotiate iself ont of power

The Blacks are not interested in minorit:
rights they want one-person one-vote. Th
police force and the army will not allow the
gOvErnment Lo negotiate power away. They
would not allow one-person one-vote. The
police force and the army is not willing
concede power to the ANC. The only way
for the ANC isto take it from them. [am no;
sure 1t 1s capable of doing that. There will be
blood in South Africa.

“When the negotiations Stop, the real war
begins. There will be an increase in strikes
and an increase in repression. The situation
will getalot worse. If the National Party had
agreed to one-person one-vote we would
have seen a coup d’état and a return to old
style Apartheid. You are dealin g with fanat-
ICS.

“If we are to have democracy in South
Africa the police force and the army must be
broken.

Up to six weeks ago the question was
Socialism or social contract and the SACP
and the ANC were sure the way forward was
the social contract,

“What blew the negotiations apart was
Boipatong.

“We are back to 1989 and unstable
uncquilbrium. The ANC and COSATU are
pulling out of negotiations. But in some
ways they have become superfluous. New
workers organisations are growing and de-
veloping, which will fight whatever govem-
mentisinpower-evenan ANC government.

“Even a constituent Assembly is not uni-
versal suffrage. I do not think it is a big
demand now. people would see it as just
another next step and they have had a lot of
those™.

What can workers in other countries do?

“In order to support the South African
struggle we should be speaking 1o the shop
stewards, to the Civics, to the comrades in
the townships - 1o the activists. There are a
lot of people disillusioned with the leader-
shipinthe SACP, inthe ANC and in the trade
union movement. The question is how do we
talk to them?“M 10N i veloping

_Mass getion 1s developing
again and it will manifest itself in strikes,
Things are moving very rapidly, there have
Deen more strikes gver the past three months
than in the past fwg yearsin South Africa and
a general strike is planned for 3rd Augpst”,
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ON THE very day of the third
anniversary of the famous elections
when “the first anti-Communistgov-
ernmentof Poland” came to power,
the government of Premier
Olszewski fell. He had been Po-
land’s third premier since those
clections. His place was taken, on
Walesa’s special request, by
Waldemar Pawlak, a member of
the PSL, the peasants party which,
together withanother organisation
- the SRI - was the organisation
that had led large numbers of peas-
ants struggles until the peasants
became fed up with their treacher-
ous leadership and created the new
self-defence organisations.

For many weeks it had been quite clear that
the old government had little life left: They
could not establish a budget; there were
constant strikes and protests; coalitions came
about and fell apart before one could charac-
terise them: a never ending murmur of anger
came from the citizens expressed by what-
ever means they could; the scandal of what
was known as the Parys Case when the
Minister of Defence. Parys, accused mem-
bers of the presidency of trying to “obtain the
backing of some officers of the armed forces
inorder to cut short the young Polishdemoc-
racy”, all this created a climate of absolute
instability. But the “*drop that overflowed the
cup” was what happened on the day known
ever since as the “Day of the Folders™.

It is true that ever since the “campaign of
de-communisation” started there has been a
lot of talk about the opening of the “secrel
folders” which. it was said, contained the
names of all those who had beenagents of the
UB and the SB (secret police of the Stalinist
regime). Butnotmany gavea second thought
to it because. on the one hand evervbody
new that in those last years there had been
a lot of * cleaning” of the files. and on the
other hand it was well known that the secret
police in the last years of the deposed regime
had been very corrupt and that they often
presented lists of co-Operators who never

e N - .—I:nl‘fﬂ;{-o

existed, in order to collect money meant to
pay the informers.

The origins of what happened on the night
between the 4th and 5th of June ar¢ con-
nected to the day when Parys publicly an-
nounced that people close to the president
had been getting in touch with officers in the
army in order to obtain their assistance in
overturning the government. Walesa’s first
reaction was to call for the minister to be
sacked. This the prime minister refused to do
and instead complained that the president
was interfering in the cabinet. Asa result of
this there is a prolonged war of who is com-
petent to do what. Finally the minister lost his
job, but did not give up political life as
several ‘Committees forthe Defence of Parys’
appeared.

It is in the midst of this kind of atmosphere
that some brown paper envelopes marked
«sonfidential” were given to the MPs . They
contained the names of the supposed col-
1aborators of the UB and the SB who. at the
time, occupied post of high responsibility 1n
public life. At the same time another set of
envelopes was handed to members of the
government and to the president and there
was a rumour that there was another list that
included 900 of the most prominent mem-
bers of Solidarity who had collaborated with
the Stalinist regime. It soon became known
that among those accused there were such
names as Walesa and Moczulski, the leader
of the KPN (Right Nationalist), and many
other famous “anti-Communists”. The only
names missing were of those closest 10 the

prime minister.

Gazeta Wyboracza reported: “[f was
enough to look at the faces of the MPs to
know who had found his own name on the
list. | can see two people belonging 1o tradi-
tionally opposed clubs, both of whom had
enthusiastically voted in favour of the de-
communisation. Now both of them have
found their names on the list. *What do you
mean to do?", asks one of them,and the other
answers: ‘Idon’ tknow It salla madhouse!’
The parliament session began in pandemo-
nium. It lasted for 16 hours. It ended when
the government was dissolved by 273 votes
against 119 with 33 abstentions. Among the
abstentions was Solidarity -which later €x-
plained: “what has happened here Is an
insult (o the dignity of the president, of the
government and of the parliament. But It
would not be wise to overthrow one govern-
ment when the is no other that can take it
place.” The alternative appeared a few hours
later in the form of a note to the parliament

The note said: “I request that Waldema
Pawliak should be named the new prinm
minister.” Signed, Lech Walesa. Thi
request was voted with 261 votes in favour
149 against with 7 abstentions. Those wh
voted in favour were: UD (Mazowiecki’
Party), SLD (the ailiance of former Stalins
parties), KPN (Right Nationalists), P
(Pawlak’s party), SP (Social Democrats ¢
Solidarity origin). Among those who vote
against was Solidanty, which immediatel
started a campaign saying that: “The age)
Walesa has imposed on us a Communi
government”. On the same day parliame:
voted in favour of the budget of the outgoir
government.

As the days went by and the inaccuraci
of the folders became evident. Walesa had
face a double trial when he had to expla
how he could have appeared on such a |
and receive a storm of abuse when he visit
the fourth congress of Solidarity. Butconts
dictorily he came out of it better than anyo
else.

The man in the street saw him *‘as t
only person who did not lose his heac
This improved imageisnot destinedtol
long. It can be best expressed in the wor
of a bus driver who said: “He’s a cle
son of a bitch. If we don’t kick him out,
will never go”.



Among the evidentlosers were the Chris-
tian Nationals, for as people put it “they
meant lo set the woods on fire and all they
did was to get burn:t”,

Inother words they appear not only asevil,
but what is worse, as fools. The parliament
itself did not come out of it any better, and it
was not mainly because its prominent mem-
bers appeared on the lists. but essentially
because it was parliament which had voted
for the “Resolution of Ilustration™. that is to
say the opening of the files. and they did it

“so stupidly, that now it is clear that they are
all there only to collect those big salaries" .

There is a 1ot of woth in what is said: The

resolution was passed by an absolute mMajor-
ity of 186, which means that a lot of MPs

were just absent. There was no second read-

ing, the discussion was very matter of fact

and there was no discussion on how to carry

it out. The above facts confirm what we have

known for quite a while: From the objective

point of view the situation is highly revolu-

4 tionary, for those in power not only cannot do
what they want for fear of the anger of those

from below, they merely trip over each other
and make a miserable spectacle of them-
selves. But below there is no revolutionary
party capable of leading all this anger and
indignation to victory. There is no part yatall
and the Trade Union leaders are openly pro-
capitalist.

The vanguards that crop up now and again
(like *self-defence’) have been so farnothing
but flashes in the midst of the night. I think
that the one who has best put it is the leader
of a factory commission of a steel factory. He
said: “Before things were all w rong, but at
least we knew whon to blame forit. We were
told: We have to kick out the commies, and
we kicked them out. But to-day, for Christ’s
sake will somebody tell me whom I must kick
out? Whom shall I send screaming to the
bloody hospital?” .

On 'ZGth May there were protests

.. orgamsed by “Sohdanty 30" in the
- cuties of Szczecin, Nowa Huta and
- Katowice. A teachers protest gath-

~ered 3,000 furious teachers in War-
- saw on 23rd May. 10,000 took part
 in the railway workers’ demonstra-

tion organised by all the trade un-

~ions of the branch, mcludmg Soli-
.danty On 2nd June several: thou-?',
-~ sand marched: through Lodz, in a.
demonsu'atlon called:by:the OPZZ

hOpe that the future stru gg]es wﬂl be'f_;;;
:more umtarlan In the case of the

1on block) in’ thc c1ty of Lodz mji?,

1whxch over 3,000 took part.

~There has been a great turn in the}f

‘_mmds of the workers who- show

their displeasure in the face of the
different“governments of crisis and
de-employment” and in the face of
the “umbrellas™ - adisparaging term
used by workers referring to ‘So-
cialist’ and trade union leaders who
have sold out to the capitalist
restorationists.™ (From an article by

Bratkowski- in - Magazyn
Antyrzadowy, No. 29/30y .
(In the 2nd Congress of Solidarity

the logo was an umbrellain national

;_ﬁcolours whléh meant that the tradcf_ff:'
As hespoke I eyed him respectfully. The  ur

day he’ discovers whom he must “send

screaming to the hospital” , X will be very

happy not to be on the receiving end of his

boots! .
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BRAZIL

Hunger is beﬁind the pillage
of shops in Rio de Janeiro

PEOPLE HAVE
A RIGHT TO EAT

SINCE APRIL more than 2000 people
have pillaged over thirty supermarkets,
bakeries, butchersand groceries in Rio de
Janeiro. Governor Brizola. fromthe State of
Ri0, sent in the police to severely repress the
people involved, but did nothing to combat
the real reasons for the pillage - their hunger.

The people came from the poorest bor-
oughs of Rio de Janetro such as Jabour,
Senador Camara, Vila Kenedy, Vaz Lobo,
Iraja, Mariopolis and Higienopolis to pillage
the supermarkets, large bakeries and other
food centres. They were joined by others
from the shanty towns such as Coreia,
Mangueira, Faz Quem Quer and Rato
Molhado.

Now, as in September 1983 (whichsaw the
biggest wave of pillaging in the city of Rio),
the country has been through a profound
recession, withahighlevelof unecmployment
and inflation, which are products of the gov-
emment’s economic policy.

The unemployvment figure today is offi-
cially 6.36%, similar to 1983, but with the
population increase 1f means many more
people have no job. At that time, the inflation
had fallen to 13% per month. But foralong
-time now 1t has been rising at 209 a month
.The minimum wage. which was equivalent
toS126tn May 1983 fellto $70 in September
of that year and in April 1992 it dropped to
the appallingly low level of $48.

This is the situation of misery, starvation

wages, unemployment and hunger thatcaused
thousands of people toraid the supermarkets.

The govermnor, Leonel Brizola, as in 1983
“suspects a plot and did not discard the
possibility of a movement orchestrated by
paramilitary groups against the interests of
the city of Rio”. The governor ordered the
fustice and Police Civil's Secretary to take
specral action 1o investigate and jail the
rioters - carctully ordering arrests to be
madc for “invasion of residence™ because
according to the Penal Code, 10 take food in
case of “absolute necessity” is not a crime.

The governor accuses the drug dealers of
being behind the organization of the riots,
However, if today the drug dealers have this
power, 1U's because the state doesn’t help the
poor sectors of society. ignoring their irre-
sponstbihity towards these pecople.

The same argument used by Brizola to
explain the food riots is being used by Collor,
by the Justice Minister and by the Army
Minister. To all of them, the wave of rioting
is just a probiem of “criminality”, and 1o
combat it 220 men from the Military Police
and more than 500 recruits were mobilised.

However, as one of the people that had
raided a supermarket said, “if our gover-
nors can take public money, why I can’t
take a bag of beans from the supermarket
in order to kill my hunger? For me this is
not stealing”.

This piece was written by Guilherme Haeser-a Workers' Party councillor in Rio
de Janeiro and a member of Convergencia Socialista-the Brazillian section of the
International Workers' League.

12 Socialist Voice

Convergencia Socialista
the Brazilian section of our
International put forward

these points in their paper

A Workers'
Alternative
Economic Plan

WE REPUDIATE the repression of
the hungry people, although we don’t
agree with the riot as a method to fight
the hunger, since the food pillaged today
will be eaten tomorrow and the hunger
will still be there. |

Theanswer for the workersis{oorganize |
and mabilize to getrid of this government
responsible for the hunger, the government
of Collor de Mello. Only this way can we
change the economic policy of squeeze,
uncmployment, recessionand the hand over
of the country 10 international capital.

It is up to the organizations claiming to
be representatives of the working ciass,
especially the CUT(trade unions) and the
Warkers' Party, to organize and mobilize
the people to fight forong altemative work-
ers’ programme that puts an end to the
governments hunger plans.

This plan includes the non-paymemt of
the external debt, breaking the agreements
with the IMF and the Paris Club- using this
money in a public work’s programme -

“education, health, housing, etc. - putting an

end to unemployment by a sliding scale of
hours of work and wages, beginning with
the minimum wage declared by the Dicese
(a workers research centre) and monthly
re-adjustments of wages according to in-
flation,

From the non-payment of the ¢xternal
debt, we shall be able to carry out the Jand
reform, encouraging, with resources. the
production of food - so making it cheaper.

Only through the expropriation of the
big monopolies and national and interna-
tional companies, defending the state com-
panies putting them under the control of
workers, and nationalizing the external
commerce. shall weend the pillage in our
country.

However, to combat and soften this
situation of poverty, the government
should already have suspended the pay-
ment of taxes and property rates by the
unemployed, and guaranteed free trans-
port and a basic basket of food in the
Constitution.




ANTI-DEPORTATIONCAMPAIGN

Defend William Weekes' Right to Stay

WILLIAM WEEKES isunderthreatof
deportation from Britain, He was born in
the British Dependent Territory of
Montserrat, West Indies and has lived in
Britain for 14 years, currently in Moss
Side, Manchester.

William came to this country in 1978 in
order to visit his two brothers who have been
settled in Britain fora very long time. He then
married a British citizen and apphed to re-
main here on the basis of mammage.

He was given permission to remain here by
the Home Office for one year until February
1985. The one vear is an initial period given
to husbands to show that the marrage is
going to last for at least that long, William's
marriage, in fact, lasted until 1989 but he did
not realise that he should have sent his pass-
port back to the Home Office in February
1985 to get a permanent stay 1n Britain,

In September 1989 he was arrested by the
police for a driving offence. The police con-
tacted Manchester Airport Immigration De-
partment, who then interviewed him. The
Home Office have now decided to deport
him because his marriage broke up before he
was interviewed. He was issued with a de-
portation notice in July 1990 and has ap-
pealed against the decision. He will be sent
back to Montserrat if the appeal fails.

He is being deported because, according to
the Home Office, he has been in Bntain
without permission since 1985 and because
his marriage has broken up since then.

The Home Office have ignored the facts

that:- All his friends are in this country and
William considers this to be his home.

He has spent fourteen years in Manches-
ter and has never been back to Montserrat
since then. Therefore, he is being deported to

a country with which he has had no contact

for a considerable time.

His marriage lasted for six years and that
he would have been given the nght to remain
here permanently in 1985 if he had sent his
passport to them.

William is being deported because he is

black. The Home Office would never con-
sider deporting someone white in this way.
Things That You Can Do
Tell people about William’s case and sign

- a pention.

Raise William's's case at meetings of your
union. tenants’ assoctiation, or other poiitical
groups. |

Write to:- The Home Secretary, Kenneth
Clarke c/o 50 Queen Anne’s Gate London
SWIH 9AT (Always quote William's Home
Office reference number W 140499), Please
send a copy of the letter to the campaign.

Write to your MP and to Willlam’s MP:-
Tony Lloyd. ¢/o House of Commons London
SWIA OAA asking support for William,

Come along to William's campaign meet-
ings every Wednesday at 7.30pm at the West
Indian Community Centre, Westwood Street,
Moss Side, Manchester.

Contact the campaign if you want a speaker
at your meeting _

Send a donation to the campaign.

You can contact the campaign to defend William Weekes' right to stay
¢c/o South Manchester Law Centre 584 Stockport Road Longsight Manchester M13 ORQ

KURDS KILLED

On 11 June 1992 contra-guerrillas cut
the road in amountainousstretch of Turk-
ish held Kurdistan, stopping a minibus
returning from home to Kokarsu village
from Hizan after a shopping trip on the
eve of the Kurban Bayram (Sacrifice} holi-
day. The thirteen passengers on board
were all shot dead.

Immediately afterwards, the Turkish au-
thorities and Regional Govemnor's Office -
the contra-guerillas-headquarters - put out a
statement that the PKK(Workers Party of
Kurdistan) were responsible for this opera-

‘tion. Such events typify the latest tactics of

the contra-guerillas who wish to bring a
civilian etlement into the ‘special war in
Kurdistan. Those murdered were all Kurdish
patriots and the Refah Party’s Provincial
Cabinet member who was on board was
sympathetic toour struggle. Press statements,
put out by the regional govemor and the
Turkish press, especially emphasised the
killing of Hikmetullah Diksin 1n an attempt
to tum the Muslim's against our party in the
region. The attack was a deliberate act of
inciternent falling on the eve of Kurban
Bayram.,

A correspondent for Yeni Ulke and Yent
Gundem Haflz Akdemir was murdered by
contra-guerillas in Diyarbakir. Immediately
afterwards the prime minister’s assistant,
Using Inonu stated: “The PXX are behind
this” as a clear indication that the special war
is entering the civilian sphere.

By slaughtering civilians during Newroz
(the New Year Holiday), and publicising it,
they first tested this new tactic. By killing the
people with new methods and blaming it on
the guerillas they hope to give the guernilas
a bad name and break popular support. They
claim thatinnocent civilians have been killed
by the guerillas to undermine the goals of the
‘National Liberation’” war.

SISTER OF THE LONG MARCH

JABUNDLOVU became well known to alarge number of people in Britain as the most
senior of the ‘Sisters of The Long March’, which toured Britain in December 1988 in
support of the sacked BTR-Sarmcol workers. Jabu, a shop steward at the Prestige factory
in Pietermaritzburg, played a key role in training and organising the rest of the sisters. Shortly
after her return to South Africa she was murdered, together with her husband and one of her
daughters, in a fire bomb attack by Inkatha vigilantes on her house in the Imbali township.

Jabu was a remarkabie woman. Triply oppressed, particularly through her work as a trade
unionist, she was an inspiration to many others, in her country and ours. A three-day general
strike took place throughout Natal in response to her savage murder.

The Natal Workers History Project at the University of Natal has written a biography of
Jabu. The book has been produced in close consultation with her union, NUMSA(National
Union of Metalworkers of South Africa), and her family and friends. Allprofits from the sales
from the book will go into a trust fund for Jabu’s remaining children.

The book aims to inspire other women to take up community struggles in South
Africa, and has been produced in both Zulu and English.

On 12 June 1992 a train carrying passen-
gers on the Iran-Elazig line was attacked by
contra-guerillas as it came into a station.
Seven civilians were wounded and a six year
old child killed. The attack was deliberately
carried out by the contra-guerillas to turn
Iran against our war of ‘National Liberation’,
another new tactic of the ‘special war’.

The Turkish republic which has for the last
nine years failed in all its attempts of ‘special
war’ against our people intends to bring
civilians into the conflict by employing these
new strategies. We call upon our people and
the international community to recognise
this and condemn the Turkish republic’s

hideous methods of slaughter.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO:

11 Portlangd Gardens London N4 1HU
Tel: 081-8801759 Fax: 081-802 9963
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SOGIALIST VOICE AGAINSTTHEPOLLTAX

Poll Tax Prosecutions
CHAOS IN LAMBETH

Stoppe

CASES WITHDRAWN

Martin Mitchell, from Lambeth Against the Poll Tax, reports on the latest dose of

chaos from everyone's favourite London Borough

ON JUNE 25th, the Magistrates at Camberwell Green
Court refused to hear any poll tax cases until Lambeth
Council installed a new computer programme for issuing
its bills and summonses. By July 12th the magistrates had
dismissed 11,055 cases.

On 27th June, there was a
procession of people appear-
ing before the magistrates
with a catalogue of com-
plaints against the council -
summonses for the wrong
amount, one women whohad
sent fifteen applications for a rebate and had still yet to
receiveone. The magistrate became more and moreirritated
with Lambeth. By the afternoon, he was urged to say: "Either
hundreds of people are coming in off the street to lie to me, or there
1ssomething wrong with Lambeth Council 's computer programme”.

Two summonses in particular pushed the magistrate over
the brink. A solicitor appeared on behalf of someone living
in Belgium to contest their case. He explained how he had
written letters to Gary Moss, Lambeth’s head of finance, who
as usual, did notreply. The magistrate said that if the council
could show such contempt for professional people, they
were obviously treating the ordinary people of the borough
with utter contempt. At one point, he even ordered Gary
Moss to appear before him by 4pm that afternoon, to explain
himself. By agreeing that the case be adjourned and paying
£300 to the solicitor, Lambeth were allowed to let Moss stay
in his office.

The other case that finally convinced the magistrate that it
was the council and not the people who were doing the lying,
was thatofa Mr. Evans. He wasbilled for £448.97 for the year
1991/92, but the poll tax charge for that year was only
£424.89. The magistrate rctired and examined the summons
for ten minutes. When he returned he did not conceal his
anger when telling the council's representative: "If you have
persuaded me to tssue one liability order wrongly, you have
corrupted my system”. He then ordered that all the Kability
orders issued that day be quashed and gave Lambeth seven
days to send out an apology to the 4,000 people concerned.
He refused the council's appeal to have the cases adjourned,
calling Mr Evan’'s summons “dishonest” and calling the pro-
gramming of the computer "dishonest”. He concluded by
refusing to hear any more cases from the council until it
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Magistrates uncover a major flaw in councils bills
- thousands of cases thrown out of court.
Another tactic revealed in the
fight against the poll tax

Lambeth Against the Poll Tax, Aﬁti-Poll Tax Hot-line 081 671 5318 or ring Martin on 081 674 0406

installed new software and asked others to do the same.

On 2nd July, anti-poll tax campaigners talked to the first
person on the courts list. Her summons claimed one years
poll tax to be over £60! The council, who had turned up in
force witha barrister, decided
the first case was totally in-
defensible and conceded de-
feat immediately. "With the
utmost dignity I can muster”
the barrister asked that the
summonses be withdrawn as
they were not for the correct
amounts and he did not want to waste the courts time.

The court closed for the day after less than a minute.
Hundreds of people who had turned up for the hearings
cheered, and rushed to shake the hand of the ‘McKenzies'
Friend” who had won the victory.

According to a highly placed poll tax official in Lambeth,
60% of authorities in Britain use software identical to Lam-
beth's whichiscalled "Comcis”. Thisopensup the possibility
of challenges to summonses in courts all over Britain. The
year on year totals produced in the summonses are wrong.

Any payment made towards the poll tax, for whatever year,

is taken off the first years bill. So, more and more people are
being summonsed. If you made some payment for 1991 /92,
butstill have amounts outstanding for 1990/91, you will still
be summonsed for 1991/92, evenif you think you have paid
it all. Again, pavments being made for 1992/93 will be
deducted for any outstanding previous years, and then you
will be summonsed again for 1992/93. To add to the con-
fusion, amounts owing for one year are being added to the
next year and lumped together, hence summonses for £600
for one years tax. As the magistrate at Camberwell says,
these are dishonest summonses.

It looks like there will be no cases brought in Lambeth
for the foreseeable future, but the ¢council ailways has and

always will, continue to seek to use the courts as an in-

timidating method of poll tax collection. Meanwhile chaos
reigns and non-payment continues on a massive scale in
Lambeth. On 18th June £59.4 million was still outstanding.

Justin Philips, the magistrate concerned, said "Maybe
there is someone in this court who can bring this before
parliament" . 1Is there anyone who can help, reading this?
Get in touch with us if you want more details. |

|
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Lambeth Against the Poll Tax know they can rely on our paper
to give their campaign a wider audience in this country and abroad.
In this issue we have also published material from the Kurdish Information Centre,
an anti-deportation campaign and helped a move against third world debt.
If you are involved in a strike, campaign or struggle, let us know the details and we will
do our best to support you.

You can help us to make Socialist Voice better and more effective.
The 40p you pay for our paper doesn't cover the cost of producing it. The difference 1s
made up out of our own pockets and from donations from readers and supporters.

| Here's how you can help:

Pay the solidarity price of £1

Sell a copy to someone else
Make a one off or a regular donation
| Take out a subscription using the form below.
If you read Socialist Voice, if you support what we say, join the ISL.

Name
Address .
Post Code
: Telephone
Humt:neri of issues subscribed for___ Amount Paid £ (£2 [inc P&P] for 4 issues)
| do not wish to subscribe, but send me the next issue | would like back issues [Tick] |

RETURN TO: [SUBSCRIPTION] ISL PO BOX 8 ECCLES SO SALFORD M30 7FX [CHEQUES PAYABLE TO ISL]
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Continued From Page One |

French Workers Struggle For Socialism

French press. They obviously felt that the lorry drivers could detonaie
a general strike of millions of workers, |

Undoubtedly the ability of the lorry drivers to organise nation-
wide, the support they got from the taxi drivers, the farmers and the
public, surprised Mitterand and the French government. One day
Mitterand was a “hero” in Sarajevo trying to find an impenalist
solution to an explosive erisis, the next he was a man on the mmnority
side of a dispute where 60% of the population gave support (0 the
drivers.

This is the face of European democracy and the meaning of
~ Maastricht. The only problem that European governments have with
the way the French government handled the crisis is that they did not
g0 in soon enough. The EC (European common Market) 1s now
demanding that the French government compensate European busi-
ness for the loss of business.

What European governments or labour organisations are protest-
ing about the violence? The answer is none. They are not turning a
blind eye, rather the governments of Europe are trying to build a
European force which can help individual governments repress their
workers. The divisions in Europe are becoming clearer, they are not
fundamentally between countries they are between classes.

That is why the British press moved immediately into action,
instinctively hating the strike action and sensing the need to drive a
wedge between British workers and the French. In the firstday of the
strike they started calling the French men “frogs™ who did not care
about people's lives. Racism poured out of the press including the
“quality” press such as ‘The Observer’ which tried to give a picture
of English lorry drivers racing for home, crashing through the
barricades with the battle shout of “Cry God for England”™. They
managed to find one driver who risked his own life by dnving over
the back roads of the Alps from Italy. This just goes to show the
callous hypocrisy of the press barons, despite their crocodile tears and
artificial concern for protecting lives.

The refusal to accept the new driving laws in France has not
developed because of a callous attitude to deaths on the roads. The
six point system the government wants {0 introduce COvers many
incidents, which. whilst contravening the new law, donot necessarily
cause accidents. The lorry drivers are not against a rational system
but, they want recognition for the problems of their work.

The pressures they face come directly from the economic Crisis in
France and Europe: “The recession has led to a shortage of business
and customers are impz)sz'n g conditions and schedules that require
speed limits to be broken.” ( *The Observer™ 5 July.)

The French government is not interested in penalising businesses
which set such conditions. Like the French farmers who are having
their livelihoods destroyed by the EC and the policies of thewr
government, the French lorry drivers did not have achoice, they were
compelled into struggle. If the government implements the new
system their jobs will be at the whim of the police.
~ This strike comes out of the harsh conditions of Europe and the
drive towards new forms of impenialist domination. Recently the
French government used riot police and tear gas against nurses
occupying a hospital.

Mitterand and the rest tried to fool workers into believing that they
were bringing “democracy” to the East but now it 1s beginning (o be
driven home by the class struggle that, as Lenin said: "It we are not
(0 mock at common sense and history, it is obvious that we cannot
speak of “pure democracy” as long as different classes exist; we can

only speak of class democracy.; !

Of course those like Mitterand and Major like to talk about pure
democracy as if such a thing exists. But they cannot deal with the
strike in a “democratic way”. ‘Either the democracy of big business,
which wants the right {o do with individual workers as it pleases, will
prevail or ‘workers democracy’ which protects the interests of the
majority of the population will make an advance.

Like the dockers in England these workersare faced with extending
their organisation and mobilisation if they wish to win. They have to
organise internationally, they should build links with the French
railway workers, the lorry drivers in other Europcan countries {there
are already rumours that the Danish drivers are in support of thewr
action). They should immediately discuss with the factory workers
and find ways to make a common struggle.

The struggle of Western European workers is scanng all these
“democratic” governments. Capitalism has failed to dismantle all the
gains of the revolution of 1917 in Russia and has yet to build a stable
capitalist government in any of the countries which were workers
states. |

Capitalism does not have much time before the renewed struggles
of the Western workers has an effect on the workers of the East.

“At the end of the thirties, Trotsky drew the conclusion that the
political revolution would need the development of revolutionary
upsurges in the West to give it an impulse.” (Bill Hunter, “Towards
Capitalism or Socialism? The Soviet Union and the Political Revo-
lution’.) |

Trotsky was writing at a time when the Stalinist bureaucracy was
still intact and appeared very strong. Now there is no Stalinist
bureaucracy butthe new governments are weak. One oreatdifference
between 1968 and now is the weakening of the French Communist
Party which was the main party of the industrial working class.

That party tried with all its might to hold back the working class.
For example they never issued a call for a general strike in 1963 even
at the height of the strike wave, with millions in struggle. A strong
impulse of workers'struggles from the West which achieves some
victories would create an explosive situation throughout Europe. It
would have a direct impact on the millions of workers factng poverty
and misery in Russia and Poland etc... and show that the main
question (without denying national rights) is uniting and fighting not
on national lines but on class lines. The only road out for workers
from starvation is the Socialist road. |

The French working class had the power and opportunity to make
mighty advancesin 1945,1n 1954, 1956, in the miners strike of 1963.
But each time these movement were blocked by the Communist Party
and by the reformists..

The explosions of 1989 and 1990 in Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union has blown that great obstacle away.

History is giving the European working class the opportunity topay
its dues 1o the workers who smashed Stalinism in the East and at the
same time show to those workers that only their strength and
organisation can change things. Iiclearly illuminates the road ahead.
Only the class struggle and a workers’ solution both East and West,
only a joint fight against capitalism and bureaucratic leaders can take
us out of the great decline and pose the big question: What type of
Europe - a united capitalist Europe or a workers Europe. a united
Socialist Europe?

That is why we say that Socialism lives in the struggle of the
lorry drivers.
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