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UNITE AGAINST THE POLL TAX

Chaos, bill burning, strikes against the Tax
and against the cuts have hit the councils
since the historic march in London. The
numbers not paying range from 20% to 50%,
and where the first payments have been made
people may not be able to find the subsequent
instalments. Council workers don’t want
to implement or collect the tax and some
are striking against it. Communities are
suffering and, up and down the couatry,
campaigns, many successful, are opposing
the cuts in jobs and services.

The great anti-poll tax rally showed the
ever growing hatred for Thatcher and the
Governmentis being channelled into the anti-
poll tax struggle and the slogan of Can’t Pay
Won't Pay is a mass slogan. The demaonstra-
tion brought many sectors together the over-
whelming number were young people, but
families and individual workers were alsc oa
the demonstration.

None of the official leaders of the e
1nion or labour movement had organised for
the event, there were no trade union branches
cgpresented on the march. For instance the
‘Yorkshire miners had a placard but thers was
no branch banner from the miners. Even at
shop steward level there was little organised
involvement.

The march was one of the largest mobilisa-
tions against the Tory Government and such
a large mobilisation was possible becau:.: of
all the movements that had taken piace in ine
world since May 1989, The central factor is
that by mobilisatons dictators and govern-
ments can be brought down; so far the anti-
poll tax struggle is the greatest weapon in this
process in Britain.

It was not the ant-Poll Tax speakers who
stole the show but the speaker from Rumania.
This, together with the crowd’s targeis of
shops reserved for the rich and the South
Advican, Embassy revealed deep connecuoa
with the political revolution and the black
revolution.

Many people are now asking when the next
mobilisation will be. We say it shouid be
decided by the ant-Poll tax groups and be
linked with the council workers and it shouid
be soon.

The anti-Poll Tax conference called by the
Federation in Liverpool on the 23rd June
should be attended by as many council work-
ers as possible and a programme thrashed out
that will defend the communities, services
and jobs.

The movement proves that a new leader-
ship must be developed in the working class
that will link all sections together and seek o
bring Thatcher down.

We think that this is a Government in deep
economic crisis which continually produces
social and political problems that are now
threatening 1o explode into a challenge to its
ruie, as did the anti-Poll Tax rally. Even one
of the Tory stalwarts, Heseltine, stated that
Britain needs a Poll Tax based on the ability
to pay and one that does not hit the youth and
the old people. Although this statement
quickly faded from the British med:a it re-
veals the deep crisis that sooner or later will
desroy the Thatcher Government. Within
the European context it is possible that the
Government which has the biggest political
and economic crisis is Thatcher’s(see the
articles on the Batish economy). It could be
brought down within months and certainly
within two years. Only the leadership of the

Labour and trade union movement is saving
it

Many council workers know that the
struggle to defend servicesisalso the struggle
against privatisation. The Poll Tax, by reduc-
ing the amount of money for services is
accelerating the drive towards privatisation.

But privatisation does nos work - for those
that depend on professionai and efficient
services. The steel and coal industries are
being hacked to death and thousands of
workers and their familics are thrown onto
the dole and driven into poverty. Education
in the past ten years has seen the families of
children forced to pay, not orly for school
meals, but for equipment 25 well - educaton
for those that pay. Now teachers are being
sacked because of government cutbacks.

What is needed, and is now possible, is
mass action and mass mobilisation, that in-
volves all sections in the struggle against the
Poll Tax.

We cannot wait for a Labour Government.
We need a froat of struggle, which links all
the campaigns, now! Itis within this procees
that a new leadership will emerge that can
replace all the Labour and Trade Union lead-
ers who are opposed to mobilisation and the
struggle for socialism
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UNITY IN THE
ANTI - POLL TAX
FIGHT IN
LONDON

ED BARBOUR

In Lambeth at present there are three
movements against the Poll Tax; Lambeth
Againstthe Poll Tax, Community Resistence
Against the Poll Tax and the Federation of
Anti- Poll Tax Unions. '

All three have recently been working to-
gether on events and are organising a joint
conference on 14th July. The groupsrecently
collaborated on a bill burning event which
was a great success despite the fact that
Lambeth Council’s chaos and confusion has
resulted in few bills being dispatched. About
200 hundred people tumed up and listened to
speeches from supportive locai councillors,
local activists and swrikers from Greenwich
fighting the direct effects of the tax while
registration forms, bills and payment books
were burnt. Itis events like these which serve
to build a truly collective movement with a
real feeling of sotidarity being forged amongst
NoN-Payers.

A survey in the Independent on Sunday,
3rd June, revealed that in the boroughs of
Greenwichand Tower Hamiets non-payment
is higher than 50%. Hackney has collected
only 25% of what it expected and Southwark
£1.5 million of the £5.2 million due.

Qutside London levelsof non-paymenthave
also been high; in Rotherham 40%, Oldham
32%, Rochdale 30%, Gateshead 27% and
South Tyneside 33%.

In Sutton only 14% have not paid but this
has cost the borough £240,000 in two months,
The Poll Tax rates are calculated on 95%
collection. In the best of cases council’s are
achieving 85% collection.

The losses are to be offset in cuts in jobs and
services.

If non-paymentremains high council work-
ers will lose their jobs and communities their
services. If council workers resist attacks all
workers will suffer the burden of higher Poll
Taxes.

But it doesn’t have to be like this. The
answer is to unite the two movements to
destroy the Poll Tax. If councils are caught
between the two blades of the shears; the
communities refusing to pay and the coun-
cil workers refusing to accept job losses
with both fighting the cuts in services the
hated tax can be defeated. Thatchers flag-
ship can be scuttled.

YOUNG PEOPLE FACING
THE BRUNT OF
THATCHER’S ATTACKS

STEPH GREEN

The Tories policies are aimed at decimat-
ing local government. Atihe same time their
policies affecting young people in particular
are equally devastating.

Youth Training is geared to undermining
young peoples real educational choices and
to developing a tame and flexible new
workforce for business.

Young people are being hit particularly
hard by the Poll Tax and the reduction in local
services. The people with least access to
resources and a voice in their communities
are facing a disproportionate cut in their serv-
ices.

Poll Tax and Local Management of Schools
is having severe effects on education services
in general.

The Youth Service - although a relatively
small part of education - is being hit espe-
cially hard across the country.

Youth workers are opposing the Poll Tax
cuts in Wigan as yet again the unemployed
and young people will be amongst the hardest
hit from the devastaticn of Poll Tax capping.

The Government wants another £10 mil-
lion cuts from Wigan. The Labour Council
has offered to make a £6.6 million cut but in
fact is reported as planning to make a £10
million cut in order to have some money in
hand for next year!

There has been no opposition from the
local authority to the cuts the Government is
demanding. The education budgetisto be cut
by by about 10%. Part of the education
budget is the Youth Service, which is threat-
ened with a massive budget cut of at least
22%.

Wigan Council threatened to make a cut of
between 25% to 100% in the Youth Service.
The workers think this was a softening up
ploy to prepare for a 25% cut, something
along the lines, “we won't cut off your head
we're only going to take an arm.”  Already
the service is run on a shoe string and now
many things will have to go with these cuts.

Part time workers are to lose 1,000 ses-
sions. There are over 200 employed by the
authority and they already have poor condi-
tions at work and the lowestrates of pay in the
North West. They are not paid for their own
training, for transport costs or for attending
meetings. Two full time and three part ime
posts have already bcgn lost. Buildings and

Youth service vehicles are to be cut back, in
the case of transport by 50%. There will be
less money for training and less money (©
employ creche workers.

The Youth Services work is mainly with
unemployed young people, particularly young
women, and concentrated in the areas of most
need - the council estates. The service is
geared to; helping young people in crisis
situations such as homelessness or young
women being battered by men that they live
with, providing information about rights and
benefits to young people, supporting young
people in taking an active part in their com-
munities and fighting for opportunites and
facilities both individually and collectively.

The young people who use the Youth serv-
ice are the people already affected most by
the Governments continued attacks on rights
and living standards. These same young
people - partcularly the young women - are
going to be hit hardest of all by the cuts o
local services, not just the cuis to the Youth
Service, while being expected to pay massive
Poll Tax bills into the bargain.

The fightagainst the Poll Tax is being taken
up by groups of onemployed young people
utilising the resources of the Youth Service.
In one young womens “Out Reach” baseona
housing estate a poster saying “No Poll Tax
Here” was displayed in a window. A local
councillor threatened to sack the Youth
Worker in charge if the poster was not taken
down. Clearly some councillors would like
to see the back of services that challenge the
way they govern the borough.

The Community and Youth Workers Un-
ion is opposing the cuts and attempting to
build joint union action against them. They
have already held successful meetings for
youth workers, creche workers, clerical staff,
caretakers and other support staff,

The details of these proposed cuts are
important and Socialist Voice thinks that
people who use the council services, the anti-
Poll Tax unions and council workers should
seek out the facts about the cuts. All councils,
whether controlled by a Labour or a Tory
administration, are keeping the figures under
wraps. Area by area we should build up a
picture of the extent of the cuts in order to
mobilise acampaign to stop them and defend
our services.

All unions should support those who are
fighting. Unite against the Poll Tax.



MERSEY TURBULANCE
AS LEFT ARE WITCH-HUNTED

At the Liverpool Council Meeting that
set the Poll Tax, seventeen Labour Coun-
cillors broke the whip, thereby keeping to
District Labour Party Policy, and voted to
oppose the Poll Tax. Fifteen of them were
later suspended by the NEC and now
cannot even attend the ward meetings in
the areas that elected them.

Recently, when the Right broke the whipin
Liverpool no action was taken against them
and, on the Wirral, one Labour Councillor
has consistently broke the whip and voted
with the Toriesand Liberalsand no action has
been taken against him.

These suspensions, as well as enabling the
Rightto gain control of the Labour Group and
hence Council policy, which the NEC and
Right knew they must do, also seem to be a
prelude to the expulsions of some of the coun-
cillors. Ifthe 15 had not been suspended, with
the support of 2 small centre-left group which
includes Keva Coombes (ex-Leader) and
Keith Hackett (ex-Chair of Finace and Strat-
egy), the Broad Left would have been in a
very slight majority. Subsequently, the
Centre-Left lost their positions as they were
seen as having been too close and supportive
of the Broad Left in the preceding months.

The unions now fear large cuts in jobs and
services and council tenants, for the first time
in seven years - since the Militant led council
took control - could well face renirises. Also,
the new leadership is now looking to stop the
previous ‘support’ for the Merseyside Fed-

JOSEPH McBANE

Liverpool Council Leaders refuse to mobilise awg

eration of Anti-Poll Tax Unions which had
received free use of school halls, rent free use
of a city centre office and support for a major
concertin Liverpool. Harry Rimmer, the new
Leader, commented “f am sure we would
want to continue 1o help genuine protest” - so
long as they refrain from organising we
understand.

While Rimmer leads the Right in attacks on
Job and services, threatens rent rises and tries

o

t Thatcher as workers did in 19845

to halt mass organised opposition to the Poll
Tax, well known local activists, such as
Richard Knights and Tommy Carroll, both in
Terry Field’s Broadgreen Constituency both
face possible expulsion from the Party - fol-
lowing intervention from the NEC in Lon-
don.

‘Overthe Water’ in Wallasey, the possibil-
ity of other expulsions from the Labour Party
are not unforeseen. As part of the NEC's
“Inquiry” into the de-selection of Frank Fields
in Birkenhead, they are now also investigat-
ing Socialist Organiser. Top of their list is
Lol Duffy, who, last election, with the sup-
portofamajorcampaign lostto Lynda Chalker
by only 276 votes despite a major media
campaign against him. With a similarly well
organised campaign nexttime round he should
be odds on to win the seat - something, it
appears, that the Labour Party NEC would
dislike even more than the Tories.



PRIVATISATION -
THE GRIM REALITY

PETER WINDELER Reports on the privatisation of Stockport's
refuse collection service

The Spanish multi-national Focsa, with effect from Lst
July, has been given the contract to empty the dustbins
by Stockport Council resulting in the redundancy of 200

The men in question hope to be taken on, albeit under
worse working conditions, by Focsa. All the men are
members of NUPE and over the years have built up a
reputation as one of the most efficient refuse collection
departments in the country. Focsa says it will only be
taking on 150 of the 200 redundant staff.

Socialist Voice spoke to some of the workers invoived. One ex-
plained that to keep the contract in-house the Council had asked the
men 10 take a £40 per week cut in wages and to reduce manning.
Under this arrangement, whenever a crew member was ill, there
would be no cover, the men would just have to cope. A mass vole
of the men called for a tender to be submitted at the same rates of pay
and conditions as the present contract, but a tender was submitted at
lower rates - behind the men’s backs. This tender would have in-
volved the sacking of all men over 50.

The men were angry that very little had been heard from their
union and nothing at all from the Councils’ Labour Group - the
Labour group leader, Ann Coffey, called for ‘counseiling’ for
the men who would now face a bleak future,

One of their weaknesses, the men explained, was that there had
been no solidarity when it came to putting up opposition to the pri-
vatisation scheme. The union had notdeveloped a campaign, stating
that there was nothing that could be done as tendering for council
services was now law.

Recently, in Blackpool, where Focsa has the council contract,
they locked out the workforce for five weeks and had to bus scabs
in from Preston. The company aiso have the contract to collect the
refuse in Brighton. Focsa has an and-union policy, they say, with
more than a smirk; “We have nothing against unions... but we don’t
recognise them!". From what little information the men have
received so far it looks like the company will not provide sick pay
and there will no longer be a bonus scheme. The company has
already issued a statement saying they will not be taking onany men
over fifty.

Focsa will be using all the councils’ trucks, depots and other

equipment, in fact they will be leasing all the refuse trucks off the
council. The men will be retained for nine weeks after the company
has taken over the contract, so in fact the the men will be showing
Focsa how to do the work. What is particularly irritating for the
men is that the council is now falling over themselves 10 be helpful
to Focsa and the fact that the council has handed over the contract
10 an anti-union firm riding rough shod over the interests of the
workers.

The men earn a basic wage now of £98 and Focsa has under-cut
the councils in-house tender by £1.2m so it is obvious that the men
are going 1o be be paid less for more work. Focsa will be running
the contract, which lasts for three years, at a loss (this apparently
led to the sudden departure from the company of the person who
negotiated the contract). The men now work a 39 hour week, the
one’s taken on by Focsa will have to work a 48 hour week and
for that they will be paid £20 less than the council workers get
paid.

Unions should organise ata shop steward level to oppose the pri-
vatisation of council services, which will encompass the majority
of council services il this process is not stopped. They shouid
demand local union leaders fight or step down for ones that wiil.
The natonal unions should be made to support the struggle of
council workers, but this will only be achieved by council workers
beginning their own struggles.

What the case of the Stockport refuse collecters also illusrates
is the need for strong links throughout Europe at a grass roots level
between workers who increasingly find they are employed and
exploited by the same bosses.



“LOOKING TO THE FUTURE”

The present Labour leadership is de-
manding that ne member of the Labour
Party should have anything to do with the
anti-Poll Tax Federation (the organisation
that is leading the non-payment campaign).

Only weeks before they stated that teach-
ers striking to defend their jobs would be
acting illegally, not only under the Tories
but also under a future Labour Govern-
ment.

Through Tony Blair, commenting on La-
bour’s new policy document “Looking to
the Future” they say that there will be no
mass picketing and no secondary picket-
ing under a Labour Government.

A witch hunt is developing against those in
the Labour Party who want w fight the Gov-
emment over the Poll Tax, against the cuts
and against privatisations.

Labour members have the right to decide
how they will fight this government, yet
Kinnock wants to dictate to them. '

Whatreally upsets the Labour leadersis
the mass outrage expressed in the London
demonstration against the Poll Tax. These
{eaders wantto doeverything they can to stop
any repeat of that great demonstration.

Labour’s election policy is based on a
perspective of regularising capitalist Brit-
ain after Thatcher is gone. It seeks toshore
up a decaying system. These ieaders and the
majority of their trade union counterparts
hate the idea of a workers’ solution to the
crisis. That workers discuss and take deci-
sions on their struggles, decide who should
work in a factory by union membership, or
plan how to organise the defence and offense
againstattacks by bosses makes them tremble
with fear.

“Today the Pariy leadership has virtually
turned its back on its basic supporters, ac-
cepting what are, in reality, Tory arguments
about the unions.” ...

“The facts are that this latest document has
been accepted by the overwhelming majority
of the NEC and by the whole Shadow Cabi-
net, but without any real discussion in the
Parrty, certainly without consuliation of the
membership (not even the Parliamentary
Labour Party), although some trade union
leaders appear to have been privately con-
sulted, again however without reference to
their membership.” - Eric Heffer comment-
ing in the Independent, 28th May.

This Labour leadership prepare for attacks
on the whole working class through the attack
on their membership.

What Kinnock is doing should be opposed
by the rank and file and by the unions. No
leader has the right to decide what policy to
follow outside of deep discussion with their
members.

Yet they are preparing for office by in-
structing Labour authorities toimplement
the Poll Tax, by suspending Labour Party
members who oppose them over the Poll
Tax and by demanding ail should obey
Tory Law.

Labour do not intend to re-nationaltse the
Gas industry as promised and promisc re-na-
tionalise the electricity grid but not the 12
arcaelectricity boards. With British Telecom
they plan to increase the share of the shares to
51%, not re-nationalise as previously stated.
In their new policy document they endorse
the permanence of private ownership, dis-
tribution and exchange. They endorse the
dominance of the multi-nationals. They
seek 10 support the ideological offense of
capitalism and they believe that socialism is
finished. The last vestiges of socialist lan-
guage are being stripped by Kinnock and
Co. from the Labour Party manifesto.

The Labour leadership is now stressing
how they can be an aid to industry not, ac-
cording to Gordon Brown, Labour’s industry
spokesman, a burden, “on their backs” - the
Guardian, 23rd May.
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The leadership of the unions have fallen
into line with Labour’s proposal almost with-
out a whimper, they will seek discussion or
how they can implement these proposals
much as Labour council’s have implemente:
the Poll Tax. Roy Grantham, chairman of (h:
TUC’s employment committee, said; “f¢ ..
ridculous to suggest thatanybodywould war..
to go back to the 70's when it was assumec
that before the Government made a decision,
it had to consult the unions, as if by right.”

They are demanding more and mor¢ obedi-
ence to the Kinnock line.

Many sections of workers have recently
experienced the extent w0 which the Labour
and trade union leadershipis prepared to go o
stop struggles; the Ambulance crews, the
council workers and thosc in the Labour
Party [ighting the Poll Tax. '

For workers, on the election of a Labour
Government, it would be a casc of how they
could force Labour leaders to repeal the Poll
Tax, allow unions 0 struggle and in general
improve their lives. [Lis in this way that that
the struggle forreal socialism develops, which
promises not to be a long evolutionary one,
but one that proceeds by revolutnary explo-
sions against those that iry to maintain what
Thatcher has brought in.



THATCHER’S DECLINING

Question: “When the economy is in crisis
how do the Tories try to get out of it 7"

Answer: “Theyiry to make ordinary men,
women and their families pay.”

A cursory glance at the financial press over
the past few weeks will reveal how the gov-
emment intends to cure the Brigsh economy
of its high inflation. “The government needs
a sharp rise in unemployment for its anti-
inflationary strategy to work” - Financial
Times, 10th May, and agsn the same papcr,
two days later, talking aboui inflaton; “The
only obvious cure for this is unemployment...”

To tackle inflation big business has to pay
workers less so that the value of money isnot
under the dual pressure of wages for workers
and profits for the boss. A sober and probably
objective forecast of the likely rates for infla-
tion and unemployment has come from the
Industrial Bank of Japan, in its latest forecast
for the British economy, in which it predicts
inflation of 11% m August and unemploy-
ment rising to 2,000,000 by the middle of
next year from its present level of 1,606,000.
These are of coursc Government unemploy-
ment statistics, which do not reflect the true
level of joblessness.

Aside from inflation the overall economy
is in dire trouble and has been since 1988
when Britain’s economic miracle started to
fall apart, plagued by the unsuspected pace of
demand and a huge current account deficit.
The prospects for the future are for stagfla-
tion and a stubborn balance of payments
deficit for several years to come. Wynne
Godley, of Cambridge University, states that
this will mean that the economy will deflate
over a long time and as the country becomes
a debtor nation we will have to struggle
continually to export more than we import.
The IMF recently stated that Britain will
have theslowest growth of any of the major
industrial countries over the nexttwo years

and its inflation will be the highest.

The overall gioom is reflected in a recent
survey by the Confederation of British Indus-
try, the CBI, which noted that the confidence
of businessmen was declining, worried by
what they see as rising pay demands, high
interest rates and the effects of the uniform
business rate (the Compeznizs’ Poll Tax).
Property companies and house builders
are going bust on an almost daily basis
leaving half finished office blocks through-
out the Jand.

With the trade deficit for the first quarter of
the year at £5.6 bn, up 25%, i government
appears to be losing time with the General
Election in the next two years. A possible
saviour for the Tories is perceived as entry
mto the European Exchange Rate Mecha-
nism (ERM). This could bring down infla-
tioninthe shortterm but would create aneven
bigger slump in the UK as it would be unable
to compele in the world market with an ex-
change rate which was fixed and unable 10
fall.

A certain slump in industry could be said to
be already here. Ravenscraig, the steel works
in Strathelyde, istoclose in 1991 with the loss
of 770 jobs and a knock on effect of 5000 job
loses. Tony Brennan, the shop stewards
convener said in the Guardian on the 17th
May: “By comvnon consent we've broken
every record in the steel industry and they
treat us like this.”

Ravenscraigmakesaprofitand has smashed
production targets for the last three years.
Brymbo steelworks in Wrexham is to close
with the loss of 1,100 jobs. Erymbo has been
making a profit for two years.

But in both cases the making of profitisnot
the decisive factor, the question is, could a
bigger profit be made elsewhere? In this case
by concentrating production,

10,000 miners jobs are threatened because
of the lack of investment in the coalfields. At
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the same time deep water ports are being
developed to allow a possible 15 million
tonnes of foreign coal a year for key power
stations in the East Midlands and Yorkshire
area.

British Telecom, as part of reconstruction,
is to shed 5,000 management jobs with a
further possible 5,000 staff jobs. The Guard-
ian on the 11th May stated: “The manage-
ment cut at BT, higher than earlier estimaies,
is part of a restructuring of the company, but
the city is expecting 30,000 jobs, 12% of the
workforce to be shed by BT over the next three
years." last year BT made large profits.

Imperial Tobacco is 0 close two plants
with the loss of 1,200 jobs. Staffing at Impe-
rial Tobacco has been halved in the last five
years. Two factories are 10 close in Glasgow
and Ipswich.

We are witnessing the chronic decline of
British capitalism as part of the overall world
economic crisis. Growth in industrial pro-
duction in the 13 largest capitalist countries
has fallen on average from 5% to 1.3% in the
last year. Some countries are faring worse
than others, for example Japan, whose indus-
trial production fell from 10.1% to 0.2% in
the same period, Sweden: 9.0% to 0% and the
USA:4.1% to 0.1%. To add to this inflation
has increased t0 6.5% {rom 5.7% on average
and interest rates are being forced higher
worldwide by the effects of German re-unifi-
cation. This latter event, like the rising infla-
tion, is the result of the pressure of the masses,
east and west, and militates against any pos-
sibility of a period of stability for the capital-
ists. All of this adds up to a continuing crisis
for Thatcher and a golden opportunity for
workers to throw her out of office.



WHICH SIDE

SUE GWYER

The great movement of the Argentine
people for a decent life without the worry
of hunger, misery and dictatorships ex-
pressed itself without reservation in the
100,000 plus May Day raily outside the
government house in Plaza De Mayo,
Buenos Aires.

It was a rally of the “NO’s” against the
policies of the Menem Government. liwasa
rally in opposition to Argentina treading the
same path as “Thatcher’s liberal democracy
in Britain” - as Menem likes to call it.

The people who marched in the streets and
filled May Square to overflowing came to
show their anger at the Government’s priva-

tisation plans, the inflation, the sackings and
lay-offs, the amnesty to the Generals and the
surrender of the Malvinas.

The mobilisation was not just another
commemorative May Day rally but a di-
rect political confrontation to the Peronist
Government’s policies and rule.

Just three weeks earlier there had been a
demonstration in the very same place, called
by the spokesmen of the right, in support of
Menem's economic plans.

At that ime Menem said that the 60,000
who came to his rally showed that the major-
ity of the population were on his side of the
street and supported his plans. This rally was
made up of bankers and businessmen, of
speculators and entrepreneurs - of all those
who voted to the right of Peronism in the last
election. They now rush to his support be-

cause they all fear what may come after
him.

May Day was a clear demonstration of
thestrength of the movement in epposition
to Menem’s plans. It showed beyond all
doubt that the majority of the Argentine
population are uniting on the opposite side
of the street to Menem.

In the wake of the demonstration the key
representatives of world capitalism, stalinist
bureaucracy, the church and the monarchy
have visited or announced their intention 1o
visit Argentina. There are many countries in
South America which are in revolutionary
situations but at this point Bush - US Presi-
dent, Yang Shankung - Chinese Premier and
butcher of Tiananmen, Robert Runcie - head
of the protestant church and the richest woman
in the world, the British Queen, who owns a




ARE YOU ON?

Zamora and Vicente

great deal of iand in Argentina.

The photograph shows the unmistakeable
authority of the MAS in the rally, which was
called by the United Left; the electoral coali-
tion of the MAS the Communist Party and
other small left forces such as IDEPO, Demo-
cratic Popular Left. The United Leftbrought
50% of the people to the demonstration, the
MAS 30% of that number.

The May Day rally proved that the MAS
and the United Left was beginning to appear
as the alternative leadership to wide layers of
the masses in Argentina. Half of the demon-
strators were rank and file Peronists, disaf-
fected Radicals, specifically youth, Intransi-
gent Party members and independents, Itwas
in this sense a historic leap for the MAS, the
International Workers League and for
Trotskyism. It was made possible by the
worldwide upsurge, especially the events in
Eastermn Europe.

Today on a world scale there are clearly
two pavements, two sides of the street and
an increasing polarisation of the classes to
these two sides. The MAS and increasingly
the Argentine masses are with the Eastern
European workers against stalinist bureau-
cratic repression. They are for socialism with
democracy. They are with the black South
African freedom fighters and the Palestine

Intifada against apartheid and
zionistoppression. They are with
the heroic Nicaraguan working
class and the rank and file san-
danista fighters against Cham-
orro and US imperialism. They
are with the Panamanian work-
ers and against the Yankee inva-
sion force. They are with the
British working class against
Thatcher and her hated Poll Tax.
The day after the May Day
rally in Buenos Aires many
workers thanked the MAS com-
rades for organising the event
and challenging the Menem
Government. The central plank
of the MAS programme, which
Socialist Voice has carried in
previous issues, is the demand
for the Constituent Assembly and
for workers’ control. This pro-
gramme is now being taken up
by the Argentine masses as the
only way out of the crisis.
Workers are turning towards

- the MAS and Zamora, the MAS’ parliamen-

tary deputy, the only force providing solu-
tions 1o the situation facing them.

In the development towards a workers’
revolution and socialism in Argentina the
MAS have built the largest Trotskyist party
the world has seen. They are firmly on and
are building the workers and popular masses
side of the street in Argentina and, through
the International Workers’ League,ona world
scale. They are faced with the question of
taking power in the second biggest country in
South America and face the direct military
agression of the pillar of imperialism. The
US have recently deployed green berets to
Argentine soil and are discussing with Britain
over joint military bases in the Malvinas and
the South Atlantic. They have naval fleets in
the Caribean and are preparing agression on
Cuba. They have an invasion force in Pan-
ama, and troops throughout Central America.

They fear a continental revolutionary up-
surge and know that there are revolutionary
parties with mass influence to lead revolu-
tions to success in the South Cone. South
America and Eastern Europe are the axis of
the world socialist revolution today. The
counter revolutionary front of the capitalists,
the bureaucrats, the church and the monarchy
know it and are uniting to try and stop an
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explosion.

The left in Britain must unite in their
efforts to lend all the support possible to
these revolutionary movementsand to help
in the building of genuine workers’ demo-
cratic and revolutionary parties like the
MAS in South America. We must show
which side we are on.

WORKERS’
VIDEO




SUPPORT THE JUST STRUGGLE OF THE
LITHUANIAN PEOPLE FOR THEIR

STATEMENT OF THE
INTERNATIONAL WORKERS’
LEAGUE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
APRIL 19th 1990

The Soviet Bureaucracy, with Gorbachev
atits head, is committing a new crime against
the rights of an oppressed nationality and
against international solidarity among work-
ers. Yesterday night, the supply of oiland gas
from the Soviet Union 1o the Republic of
Lithuania was stopped. This is the first step
in an economic blockade which wants to
paralyse the economy and the life of Lithu-
ania, in an attempt to break the strong deter-
mination of the people of that republic, which
_on 11th March declared its independence.
~ Confronted with the evidence that the mili-

tary provocations it staged during the last
month (sending of troops, persccution of
Lithuanian citizens and military occupation
of the government and Communist Party
~ buildings), and the ultimatum given by Gor-
bachev could not deviate Lithuania from its
decision to be an independent nation, it de-
cided to take a new and very serious siep.

Nobody who calls themselves a socialist, a
revolutionary, a democrat or a supporter of
the sclf-determination of all nations can be
ndifferent to this aggression! This economic
alockade is as criminal and repugnant as the
one American imperialism imposed on Cuba
thirty yearsago! We must unite our efforts as
we did then, to make this attempt to surrender
a peeple by starvation fail!

The action of the Kremlin bureaucracy is to
be repudiated for three main reasons.

Firstly, because ittreads on the right to self-
determination of a small nation which fifty
years ago was annexed to the USSR through
a military occupation, and which today is
fighting for its independence.

Secondly, becanse once again the prin-
cipleson which the Soviet Union was founded
are being violated. Lenin said once and again
that the nationalities had the right to their self-
determination and stated quite clearly what
‘hatright consists of: “by self-determination
~f the nationalities we understand the sepa-
-ation of their state from the collectivity of
another nasion. We understand the forma-

INDEPENDENGE

tion of an independent national state.” So-
viet Russia recognised the independence of
Finland, Poland, Lithuania itself and other
oppressed nations on the basis of the respect
to this right.

Thirdly, because it violates the Constitu-
tion of the USSR, which consecrates the right
of each one of the republics to leave the
Union. Adding insult to injury, the bureau-
crats headed by Gorbachev have just passed
a law which, under the pretence of regulating
that right, make it impossible to use it.

The aggression of the oppressing bureauc-
racy against the Lithuanian people wants to
find a justification in inconsistent and reac-
tionary arguments. Thus, it denies the Lithu-
anians the right to their independence on the
pretext that capitalist constitutions do not
recognise the right 1o secession. They use the
national oppression exerted by the capitalists
as a justilication for the national oppression
of the bureaucrats!

They also say that both, from the political
and thz military point of vicw it is important
to maintain the unity of the soviet republics.
This cannot be denied. But this unity will
only be such if it is based on the free will of
the people. Any atternpt to maintain it by
force is a criminal attempt againsi that very
unity, since the force that is exerted against
the people will make any idea of union hate-
ful to them and will make their future integra-
tion in a free federation more difficult, -

The perpetuation of oppression will only
poison the relations among the oppressed
nations and the Russian people, through the
accumulation of ill feelings.

The aggression of the Moscow bureaucrats
against Lithuania is also being used as a
waming 10 the restof the oppressed nationali-
tics, from the neighbouring Estonia and Lat-
via 1o the republics of the Caucas’sand Central
Asia. The bureaucracy is mortally afraid of
the struggle of the nationalities and above all
it fears that it may be united to the struggle of
the Russian workers to recover workers’
democracy and wipe out all privileges.

Atthe head of the mobilisation of the Lithu-
anian people there is a nationalist leadership
which wants to take the country along the
false path of capitalist restoration. This is
what makes the criminal attitude of the Sovict
bureaucracy even more serious. On denying
the Lithuanian masses their national right, it
is throwing them into the arms of these na-
tionalist leaders who want to pass as the
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crusaders of their independence!

The TWL-FI is categorically in favour of
Lithuanian independence and the complete
respect for the will of the Lithuanian people.

It denounces and repudiates the military
measures and the economic blockade that
want to prevent the national self-determina-
tion of the Lithuanian people, threaten it with
great sufferings, disrupt the fraternal nnity of
the peoples of the Soviet Union and defame
the name of socialism in falsely involving it
in a cowardly aggression against a small
nation without armed forces.

11 calls the workers and the peoples of the
whole world, and especially the Russian
masses, the defenders of socialism and those
who fight for the right to national self-deter-
mination to repudiate Gorbachev and his
bureaucratic caste’s measures and to back the
Lithuanian right to independence.

It demands that all governments who say
they respect theright to national self-determi-
nation to immediately recognise the Lithu-
anian Republic and its authorities elected last
February.

LONG LIVE INDEPENDENT
LITHUANIA!

SOVIET TROOPS OUT OF
LITHUANIAN TERRITORY!

FOR THE IMMEDIATE
LIFTING OF THE ECONOMIC
BLOCKADE!

FOR A FREE AND
VOLUNTARY FEDERATION OF
ALL COUNTRIES WHERE THE

CAPITALISTS AND THE
LANDOWNERS HAVE BEEN



BUREAUCRACY ON ITS KNEES
WEST GETS WORRIED

The Sovict burcaucracy arose from Stalin’s
policy of “socialism in one country”. This
policy purported that it was not necessary for
revolutions to overthrow capitatism elsewhere
and meant that the Kremlin developed a cosy
relationship with the imperialist nations
behind the backs of the international working
class.

Now, the burcaucracy, with Gorbachev at
the helm isonitsknees and the Westis getting
worricd about the consequences of the move-
ment which caused this. On May 24th the
International Institute of Strategic Studics
said that the Sovict Union was “sliding into
chaos™ and that this is creating an unstable
climate in Europe.

Despite being the doyen of the Western
media the feelings of ordinary Soviets to the
current regime could be seen on May Day in
Moscow when hostile crowds forced Gor-
bachev to leave Lenin’s mausoleum over-
looking the parade. Loyal trade unionists
demanded that a national referendum be held
onthe plan toswitch toamarketeconomy. At
the same tme nationalists in the crowd
demanded independence for republics wish-
ing to secede.

Moscow now has very little influence on
what goes on throughout the Soviet Union.
This extends from individual republics, o
regions, cities, enterprises and workers or-
ganisations. In Azerbaijan railway workers
have continued the blockade on neighbour-
ing Armenia despite a law prohibiting any
strike action on the railways and other essen-
tial services. The autonomous republic of
Komi has never put into effect restrictions on
cooperative businesses whilst other regions
are refusing Lo register any cooperatives at
all.

Furthermore, and despite the legislation
which sought to outlaw strikes in a range of
key industries, the average number of work-
ers on strike each day this year has reached
130,000 compared with 100,000 last year.
Andminers in the Donetsk coal basin are now
threatening to call a general strike in protest
atmeasures to implement massive price rises
on a host of basic products. Theriscs are part
of the attempt tocreate a market for goods and
services in the Soviet Union. This means that
on July Ist the price of bread will triple.

The bureaucracy is ham strung, as Nikolai
Ryzhrov told the Supreme Soviet; the gov-
ernment is bankrupt and has had to spend an
extra Rbs3bn (£3bn) on importing an addi-

uonal 27m tonnes of grain in the past 4
months, and now has no available money for
further imports. Just recently Japan has
stopped exports of steel piping to the Soviet
Union as it was not getting paid.

They have no alternative but to try 10 re-
duce workers standards of living even further
and 1o attack the democratic nghls of the

nationalities but every time they do, it only
intensifics and the unites the opposition to its
rule. The bureaucracy is becoming more and
more isolated day by day and its hold on
power is becoming increasingly fragile. The
overthrow of Soviet burcaucracy would be
the biggest victory for the world socialist
movement since the Russian rev oluuon

USSR: CHALLENGE TO
STATE UNIONS

The first Soviet congress of inde-
pendent trade unions has voted to
form a council to unite the country’s
unofficial workers” groups in a chal-
lenge to the state labour movement.

“The aimis to unite all forces and to
guaraniee therig hts of working people
in this difficult situation” said a
spokesman in Novokuznetsk, the
western Siberian city in which the
meeting was held.

The congress expressed support
for thebreakaway republicofLithu-
ania and agreed to form an organisa-
tion to defend the rights of rural work-

ers. A resolution condemning the
Soviet leadership for taking the econ-
omy to the brink of collapse was also
approved.

(Reuterreport from Moscow - FT 3/
5/90).

The conference was undecided
whether or not to proceed with the
formation of a new party. A delegate
to the conference who was the chair-
man of the political club of Gorky
won loud applause for saying “the
Communist Party cannot be consid-
ered the party of the working class.”

International

The latest issue contains
articles on Nicaragua, Pan-
ama and Poland.

it is mainly devoted how-
ever to the historic explasicn
of stalinism and its conse-
quences for the workers of
the world.

NOW OUT




INTIFADA REIGNITED BREAKS
ISRAELI BORDERS

The Intifada has replied with such ve-
rocity to the genocidialkilling of seven Pal-
estinians that it has
moved inside Israel
and created up-
surges of support
throughout the
Middle East.

These killings are
no accident, even the
place was symbolic.
Known as the “slave
market” in Rishnon
Lezion, it scrves as a
place to hire day la-
bourers from the oc-
cupied terroritories.
The whole event is a
microcosm of zion-
ism.

It comes from the
¢xpansionist policy of
the zionist state,
which would prefer
to see every Palestin-
1an dead rather than
seek any negotiated
policy. In this proc-
ess they are supported
to the hilt by the American and Western Gov-
ermments.

The recemt increase in immigranis of
150,000 from the Soviet Union has been en-
couraged by the Americans and they are now
in the process of arranging loans of $400 mil-
lion for the cost of setding the newcomers.
Another aspectof America’s “peace process”
is the Star’s Wars programme. The US has
given [srael technology and S150 million
since 1988 in order to develop the Hetz anti-
missile missile. These weapons are part of
the arsenal for mass destruction, they are for
destroying retaliatory action after the use of
nuclear weapons.

That a 21 year old, Ami Popper, takes his
brother’s army uniform and his M-16 assault
rifle and kills innocent people which the
[sraeli state needs for the building sites and
factories is part of the crazed situation in
Israel.

The British media had, as usual, very se-
lected reporting of the events surrounding the
cold blooded murder.

Statements made by other Palestinians who
were near indicated that many Israeli cars
passed the dead and injured without stopping.
One driver stopped to say; “only seven?”.
(Middle East Intemational, 25th May)

An angry mother in Gaza protests the arrest of her son

MARTIN RALPH

The initial media coverage was not in fact
one of horror but one even extended to out-
right glee. Only sometime later did itchange,
butthe popular reaction to the actitself has

FACTS OF

GENOCIDE

159 children under the age of
16 were killed by gunfire,
beating or tear gas in the first
two years of the Palestinian
uprising. Between 50,000 to
63,000 children have been
treated for injuries inciuding
6,500 wounded.
In total 830 Palestinians have
been killed by the Israeli army
since the Intifada began.

shown a profound changeistaking placein
Israel and throughout the Middle East.

- o Inside the Jewish com-
munity hospitals reported
hundreds of volunteers
offering blood donations.
Peace groups responded
swiftly and rapid protests
such as the hundreds who
picketed Shamir’s home
and other central locations
in Israeli cities were wide-
spread. Butthis was notall.

Immediately, as we saw
on Briush TV, Palestinian
workers went on  strike.
Convoys of cars returned 10
the West Bank and Gaza
Strip, spontaneous demon-
strations broke out against
every visible Israeli military
presence, in the fighting
seven more were killed and
500 wounded. Palestinian
leaders called fora three day
strike and a seven day boy-
cott of work in Israel.

Israei’s Arabpopulation
joined the protests by de-
claring a strike on 21 May and three days
of violence broke out in Israel itseif with
stone throwing, tyre burning and petrol
bombs being hurled, even in some bedouin
communities in the South. The most violent
incidents were in Nazareth, Israel’s biggest
Arab town, where a local bank was burmed
and the tax office was stoned but the protests
occured aiso in Haifa, Tayyiba and other
towns.

The zionists have long dreaded this e¢xten-
sion of the Palestinian uprising. According1o
Newsweek of 4th June, the exiensicn of the
hostilities into Israel “will make the intifada
appear like child s play by comparison.” So
the unthinkable has happened and its devel-
opment has been prepared by the Israelis.
The last person to be charged with murdering
an Arab shop keeper - Rabbi Moshe Levinger
only got five months, many getaway without
punishment, at least from the authoritics.
Another Rabbi, Zvi Naria, was quoted by the
Middle East International as saying “now is
not the time for words, now is a time 10 shoot
right and left.”

The Palestine Liberatdon Organisation is
calling for a peace keeping force from the
United Nations to go in. But what the Arab
movement is demanding on its banners is that



the Arab nations deal directly with the prob-
lem, they are demanding economic and mili-
tary support from the Arab countries. But for
years the Arab Governments have only agreed
in words. The Intifada wants immediate
assistance.

One account of the uprising inside Jordan,
where the armed forces had (o kill Palestini-
ans to keep control of the situation shows the
general {ecling.

“The attempt of 1000’ s of demonsirators to
advance to the bridge (that connects the East
and West banks of the river Jordan), despite
pleasby the organisersnotto crossanagreed
Sforward limit (about a mile from the border)
and the subsequent use of tear gas by Jorda-
nian security forces, were indicators of the
radical mood. Furthermore the demonstra-
tors songs and chants were unequivically in
Jfavour of the revival of armed struggle and
scathingly critical of Arab states for failure to
counter Israel and financially back the Inti-
fada ‘No to Arab Silence, No 1o Arab Oppres-
sion' chanted the angry crowd.”

- Middle East International.

Many banners proclaimed “The intifada is
Jordan’s front line”.

These demands of the Arab masses are
intcrnational demands, they are demanding
inlernational organisation to aid the Intifada.
It 15 in this struggle that the forces will de-
velop for an international revolutionary front
against zionism and the Imperialist Govern-
ments whose creation zionism is.

* Destroy The Zionist State

* For a Democratic and Secular
State of Palstine

The uprising moves closer to home:
Israeli Arabs battle police in Galilee

CIA INVOLVEMENT IN
INDONESIAN MASSACRE
UNCOVERED

CELIA JONES

The Washington Post of 22nd May con-
firmed that American diplomats and intelli-
gence agents helped the Indonesian army
carry out one of the bloodiest massacres this
century, giving right wing death squads the
names of thousands of Indonesian leftists.

Former staff at the US embassy in Jakarta
were quoted as saying they gave the govern-
mentlists of leading Communists and checked
to see whether they had been killed.

The paper quoted Howard Federspiel, then
Indonesia expert at the State Department’s
Bureau of Intelligence and Research, as
saying: “No one cared so long as they were
Communists, that they were being butch-
ered.”

The CIA estimated in 1968 that the re-
gime killed 250,000 people.

An article in the Guardian, 15th May,
develops the information. The ideaof having
a hit list cane from William Colby, who took
over the CIA East Division in 1962, Author-
ity came from the then ambassador Marshall
Green. Kathy Kadane, a former congres-
sional investigator, has produced numerous
lengthy tape recordings with the Americans
concerned. One person, Robert Marten, a
former political officer at the American
Embassy, is quoted as saying:

“I probably have alot of blood on my hands
but that's not all bad. There's a time when
you have to strike hard at a decisive mo-
ment.”

The hit list contained the names of PKI
(Communist Party) leaders, including those
of provincal cities, regional committee
members and heads of Labour, women’s and
youth groups.

Joseph Lazarsky, CIA Deputy, admitied
passing on names and is quoted as saying:

“They didn’t have enough goon squads 1o
zap them all and some individuals were valu-
ableforinterrogation andwere keptin deten-
tion centres. (But)the PKI infrastructure was

zapped almost immediately. As the army
reported the murders a tick was placed by
their name on the list. In 1966 there was so
many names licked off that a analyst in
Washington concluded the PKI leadership
had been destroyed.”

It would be wrong to think that this method
of dealing with opponents by the CIA has
dissappeared forever or is still not being used
in a number of countries in the world today.
Dictatorships have fallen but they have not
vanished from the planct and neither has this
aspect of American foreign policy.

As Harold Pinter wrote in an interesting
article concerned mainly with Nicaragua in
The Independent on Sunday, 27th May:

“Soin this litlle region of Central America
rearly 300,000 people have been killed in the
name of freedom and democracy over the last
20 years. Now let’ s be quite clear about why
they were killed - they were killed because
they were a nuisance. They were killed be-
cause they believed in a better life for all,
That belief immediately qualified them as
communists. {t's very odd and terribly ironic
that while the communist system in Eastern
Europe has been collapsing and everyone's
been saying that communism is dead, the
Americans remain unconvinced. In Wash-
ingion they still take the view that there are
plenty of communists left in Latin America
and they consider that they don't deserve to
live.”

The working class should be on their guard
against what the Americans and the Britsh
call counter tnsurgency, because if they can
the CIA and friends will attempt to use the
same methods in the East and the West, All
the experience they have gained will be used
in the developing revolutionary situations
throughout the world, inciuding in the ad-
vanced capitalist countries unless the masses
take bold measures to prevent them.




ANC BACKS THE SENDING

Socialist Voice condemns the decision of the ANC leadership to
support the sending of South African Defence Force troops,
including Portuguese mercenaries, to Natal.

We see this action as a betrayal not only
of the workers and black masses of Natal
but of the black masses of the whole of
South Africa and beyond. It provides a life
line for a regime that has been on the run ever
since its military defeat in Angola and its
enforced withdrawal from Namibia and pro-
vides an opening for the extreme right wing
who have been calling for open civil war
against the blacks.

Since 1985 the people of Natal have been

PETER MONEY

a product of the increased isolation and
weakness of the stooge black leaders, like
Buthelezi, whose influence has deteriorated
enormously with the growing confidence
and strength of the black revolution and
enormous gains of recent months. Since
the release of Nelson Mandela and the unban-
ning of the ANC there has been a huge in-
crease in the prestige of all organisations that
have fought against apartheid and a big up-
surge in the struggle of black workers and the

the 21 day and 90 day time limits for
disputes and the section which makes un-
jons responsible for “Wildcat” strikes.
There has also been a gigantic leap for-
ward in the struggle against the Bantus-
tans which has been led by the trade un-
ions.

The South African working class is amongst
the most politically conscience and combat-
ive in the world. “Leaving aside ideological
frills, the average worker and youth militant

Strike fever at a Volkswagon plant - there has been a huge increase in the struggle since Mandela's release of which the war inNatal is a part.

jefending themselvesinan undeclared war
«wainst the Inkatha warlords and the po-
e,

Full scale civil war broke out in March this
searwhenon the 27th Inkatha gangs launched
‘nass attacks on areas around Pieter-
‘naritzburg. One attack on Caluza involved
setween 2,500 and 3,000 armed men.

Hundreds of homes were destroyed and, by
April 9th, it was estimated that there were
40,000 refugees from townships around Dur-
ban, Hammarsdale as well as Pieter-
maritzburg.

Since then the war has spread to new areas
of Natal, particularly the rural areas and in
KwaMakutha and Umlazi there have been a
number of mass protest marches against the
K wazulu police who the people say are worse
than Inkatha. )

The huge increase in violence in Natal is

masses of South Africa. But it is the trade
unions that have made the greatest leap for-
ward in recent months and that has made their
leaders a particular target in the war in Natal.

The trade unions have experienced a big
increase in membership as previously unor-
ganised sectors like the agricultural workers
have joined the struggle. There has beenabig
increase in militancy amongst the publicsector
workers and some of the biggest strikes ever
in that sector, of workers which are amongst
the most strategically significant within the
South African economy, against privatisa-
tion and for wage increases. Significant
successes have been achieved with workers
receiving pay rises and with some privatisa-
tions being pushed back.

The employers have been forced to ac-
cept the scrapping of some of the worst
parts of the Labour&e!ations Act such as

1

inourcountry has perhaps amore profound
grasp of the utility of a socialist future than
many a Marxist scholar”, Joe Slovo of the
SACP. Today the South African working
class is uniting like never before all sections
of the class and the black masses behind its
banner and the South African ruling class is
weaker than it has ever been as sections of
white workers are joining the militant black
trade unions. De Klerk was forced to re-
lease Mandela by the action of the black
masses of South Africa. However, healways
hoped to find in Mandela and the rest of
the ANC leadership people who would
support his plans for a “pacific” solution to
the political crisis in South Africa.
However, it is not the ANC who isreally in
charge in South Africa. New leaderships are
being borne in the heat of the struggle, par-



OF SADF TROOPS TO NATAL

The peopleof Natal are involved in a war.

ticularly within COSATU, for a Black gov-
ernment and for socialism. Mandelia has al-
ready had a hard time selling his “negotia-
tions” plans, particularly to the youth, who
consider that negotiations mean betrayal.
Similarly, he hasbeen having trouble with the
dropping of nationalisation from the pro-
gramme of any future black government with
the trade unions, despite the assistance of the
SACP who, whilst they are calling for open-
ing of the Communist Party to the working
class, are saying that “nationalisation” can be
an “obstacle to socialism”.

The youth and the working class will not
accept sending support troops to Natal.

It is in the hands of these new leaderships
that the fate of the South African revolution
resis.

WITHDRAW THE TROOPS
NOW!

FORWARD TO A BLACK
GOVERNMENT AND A
SOCIALIST SOUTH AFRICA!

Lownship resident defends his home with
homemade weapons

VIVA NAMIBIA TOUR

7.30PM MONDAY 25TH JUNE
MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE

PRINCESS STREET MANCHESTER

Namibia gained political independence on 21st March 1990. But South africa remains
in control of Walvis Bay, the country has been devastated by years of apartheid
occupation and workers still face multi-national employers used to having a free hand to
exploit their workforce.

The two speakers on 25th June represent important aspects of the struggle against Apartheid
and are connected with the major campaigns for a decent living wage in Namibia and for the

return of Walvis Bay.
They are here to build international solidarity at all levels of the trade union movement.

The speakers are:

ROSAI A SHIPIKI, National Namibian Students Organisation.
She was imprisoned for her part in the schools boycott in Walvis Bay and only released in
February this year.

SANDI SIJAKE, Head of the National Union of Namibian Workers Media Unit.

He was imprisoned for fifieen years on Robben Island for his political activities. He will
speak on the struggie against Apartheid, the role of the unions after Independence and their
fight for recognition, Health and Safety and wage increases.

Future events of the tour:

Trade Union day School - London - 30th June
Women's day school - venue to be confirmed - 7th July

“ur further ‘nformation contact Manchester Namibian support Group.

The touritself costa fot of money; donations Lo help towards the {inance picass sead to: NSC,
PO BOX 16, LONDON NWS5 2LW,
15



Young workers
fight
POLL TAX
CUTS

SARAH RASHID

Chair: YTS Shop Stewards Committee, Transgort and General
Waorkers’ Union. Manchester.

Trainees on Manchester City Councils’
vouth scheme are fighting Poll Tax cuts that
will wm the scheme into linie more than
cheap labour. The labour controlled council
have scrapped the £11 per week wop up for
new starters in the workshops. Now, they
wan to close down two of them; Swan St and
Moss Side, and move the trainees across the
city w an aold school in Ardwick. Those
already on the scheme will not even get this
years rise in wp-up. Colleges where YTS
workers get off-the-job training are threat-
ened with closure and some courses will be
scrapped altogether. The city council are
making some of the most disadvantaged
people in Manchester suifer 1o heip them
collect the Tory Poll Tax. Nearly all the
rainees are in the TGWU but the council
haven't even wid the YTS shop stewards
what’s going on.

Dian Gregory, second year mechanic and
YTS convener, said, “Shuiting the work-
shops shows the councils contempt for the
inner ciry youth. And stopping the (op up for
work shop irainees and not others contra-
dicts thetr own Equal Opportunites Policy.”

The shop stewards committee got their
branch (6/159) to support a campaign against
the councils’ plans of cuts (the resolution was
reported in the last Socialist Voice) arg fas

also linked up other campaigns, {ighting to
keep the colleges open and reverse the cuts.

Stewards have spoke at union and cam-
paign meetings and handed out leatlets and
peutions rying to get support from as many
peopie as possible. Lobbies and pickets of
council meetings have shown the scheme
workers’ total opposition o the local authon-
tys’ vicious atiacks.

Sharon Dion summed up the councils
tactics; “They haven't got the boitle w take
on Thatcher, 5o they expect us (0 carry the
can. They have been hawking thetr culs
aroundeachdepartment, When workers ook
them on they have ran off looking for some-
where eise. They thought we would be an
easy target but we are proving themwrong!!!”

The members have had some success in
their demands for: top up for all, a yearly
increase, no workshops or colleges shut and
no courses scrapped. Wythensnawe college
was threatened with closure. A campaign by
lecturers, swaff, smdenes, YTS workers and
local people mobilised hundreds, who told
the education commutiee what they thoughe
of thetr cuts. Faced with such swong
opposition, they turned tail

All over the country councils are making
cuts in jobs and services o halancos tewr

16

budgets because of the Poil Tax. Soca.:-
left wing councils like Manchester are T2s
ing the people they are supposed to repress”

“suffer... Councillors who have voted ago—-.

cuts are being hounded by leaders :i ¢
Labour Doty ani uacarered with vy T
if they vote against the Poll Tax cuts. =<
trainee lobbyling the council meeunz .- -
“It’s no use them saying they ll mexe .
tha ~yss when there's a Labour Gover= = -
we will be long off the schemes oy .. <
are we supposed (o live now.”

As her placard said... Kinnock’s 2

cheap labour.
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