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About Socialist Viewpoint

QUR return to monthly production of Socialfisr Viewpoint is

heralded by thiz bumper 36-page Labour Conference issue,

;:a"h-ﬂinn more contributors and more topics then ever
ore.

Extended coverage of the developing struggle in South
Africa and the various batties facing the labour and trade
union movement at home is coupled with tha start of an infor-
g:thr- historical series on lreland and the British working

85,

In setting the scene for this year's Labour Party Conference
in Bournemouth, we cast a critical eye over the evalving
poficies of thl Kinnock leadership — with a deatiled critiqgue
of the new “draft’" policy for the motor industry which so
clearly Mlustrates the leadership’s long-term commitment to
capitalism.

The developments within the peace movement are covered
by a report on this year's END convention, and a closer look
at the opposition to nuclear tests and dumping in the South
Pacific. Also on the international level, we lock at Reagan's
war effort in Central America. and the looming debt crisis
along with Fiedel Castro’s latest prescriptions for the Latin
American capitalist class.

There is debate, too, with an article by Tony Greenstein of
the Labour Movement Campaign for Palestine arguing against
any backsliding by the laft in the struggle against Zionism.

Squeerad out of this issue by lack of space. but promised

for next month is 8 more detailed look at the devioping strug-
gles in Latin America; and a review of the new volume of the
history of the British Communist Party. There will also be ex-
tended coverage of the fight against racism, plus analysis of
tha Labour Conference — and much, much more!

Socialist Viewpoint 8 8 magazine committed to the fight
for 8 principled, class struggle programme at every level of
tha workers” movement in Britain and internationally. We see
the fight for Trotskyist politics taking shape not through in-
trospective sectarian debates in small groups of would-be
gurus, nor as simply trailing bahind this or that *“Left’" taltking
trade union or Labour Party dignitary — but as a patient fight
for the independent interests of the working class, and for
demands and action which express those interests, in every
arena of the class struggle.

With all too Ettle clarity on offer from the various dogmatic
left groupings in Britain, mhlﬂiﬂﬂ‘lllﬂhpﬂl&“ll‘lﬁ
necessary to combine debate with policy and
Our columns are open for discussion on the izsues raised, W\I
urge thosa with differing assessments to take part in.an ex-
change of views.

For our part, obviously, we hope that the positions we put
forward and discussion on them will pergsuade many readers
1o b;lmm Socialist Viewpoint supporters in the coming
months.
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————— EDITORIAL
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Old hulks survive
Thatcher’s reshutifle

“"BEST-seller for Maggie'' roared the headlines
greeting the appointment of millionaire trash-
fiction author Jeffrey Archer as Vice-Chair of the
Tory Party.

It seemed to make good sense: strengthening the
millionaires’ representation in the Tory leadership,
upstaging the events at the TUC, and underlining the
fact that Tory election success depends above all an
cash, media connections and fiction,

Archer himself has a suitably murky past of failed
business ventures, and a seedy reputation for making
personal profits out of charity fund-raising, which
should endear him to Thatcher's “‘rob the starving''
cabinet gang.

Ringo Starr is reported in the London Standard to
have said on one occasion that Archer could ““bottle my
pee and sell it for £5'": in the coming General Election
that is more or less the task Archer must undertake for
Margaret Thatcher.

Thatcher's "'new look™ cabinet is certainly no best
saller: all the most unpopular old hulks are still there —
Joseph, Lawson, Fowler, Heseltine — with the grisly
figure of Norman Tebbit, his post-Brighton wires and
rivets apparently working loose, elevated to even
greater prominence in the aftermath of the outbreak of
“Parkinson’s disease’’,

It is unlikely that Archer’s slender literary gifts will be
able to build these all-too-unpleasant characters into
anything more attractive than nonentities. He will not
find it much easier with the newly appointed clean-cut
go-getting ‘jobs boys™, Kenneth '“Slasher'” Clarke and
Lord Young, whose job as straight men for the
unemployment statistics will be no laughing matter —
least of all for young people.

Perhaps the grimmest news for the labour movement
is that Leon *'Orgreave’” Brittan has baen found insuffi-
ciently dynamic as a hang-'em flog-"em Home
Secretary, and replaced by the freshly-blooded Douglas
Hurd, hot-foot from the occupied six counties. This can
anly mean that Thatcher, seeing the writing on the wall
for the economy, is preparing a major fall-back option of
a ""law and order’" election.

MNeither the cabinet reshuffle — after months in
which the Tories have trailed embarrassingly in
third place in the opinion polls, lost the Brecon by-
election and staggered from one public relati ins
blunder to the next (not least Brittan's gaffe over
the BBC and Ireland) — nor the essential continui-
ty of hard-line Thatcherism should come as any
great surprise.

It has been all too clear that something new was
neaded to win the next election, whenever that
may be: but that whatever else is changed, That-
cher's basic line will remain intact until she is
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deposed from within, dies. or is ousted from
office

The willingness of the government to soldier
through the storm of abuse over top people’s pay
rises, and publicly to propose the wholesale
demolition of the welfare state as discussed in the
Fowler review, should prove beyond anyone's
doubt that Thatcher will make no retreats or con-
cessions on policy: that is why now she is casting
round for novellists to dress up her politics and a
few reshuffled smoothies to put a new face to the
old lies.

For the millions on the dole or facing cuts in
state benefits and social security, for the
thousands on housing lists, the 700,000 on
hospital waiting lists, the parents without hope
and the youth with no future; for working class
women and for black communities under racist at-
tack, the latest comings and goings and rear-
rangements of Thatcher's squalid gang of
millionaires is little more than an irritating
sideshow.
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Revoluttonary slogans of a moss funeral,

Black masses defy
Botha's emergency

PRESIDENT Botha's July 20 deci-
sion to impose a Etatu of ]
Emergency on 36 key cities and
towns in South Africa was an
unmistakeable sign of
weakness and defeat from the
apartheid regime.

For nine months Botha had exercis:
ed a degres of relative restraint in the
stale repression of a rising tide of
militant black struggle on the streets.
Beatings, shootings and the routine
intimidation meted out by the regime
had only on one occasion lurched out
of control into mass slaughter, on the
March 21 anniversary of the 1960
Sharpeville massacre: and Botha had
on that oceasion felt obliged to go
through the motions of a rigged
“inguiry.

Events since the State of Emergen
oy confirm that Botha's initial reluc-
tance to escalate the conflict arose
not from any moral scruple or liberal
inclination, but from economic and

political calculation.
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By HARRY SLOAN

® The Rand has since dropped to a
historic low against the dollar fore-
ing the country's Heserve Bank
governor, Gerhardus du Kock, into a
lutile cap-in-hand trek around
Western banks in serch of loans a
suspengion of dealings in foreign ex-
change and the siockmarket, and
now 3-month suspension of
repayments on  South  Africa's
paymenis on its £12m loreign debt.

® Four major business organisa-
tions and the giant Angle American
cerporation have publicly called on
Botha to negotiate with black leaders
“including those in jail”, sounding
the alarm over the growing boycoft
by the black population of white:
owned shops and businesses.

® Further evidence of the split bet-
ween Botha and his former allies in
the business community has come in
the announcement that twao big South
Alrican firms are to hold talks in Zam
bia with the banned African National
Congress.

® Opposition white peliticians
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arguing for concessions o the blacks
have highlighted the disastrous flight
of capital from South Alrica and the
departure of increasing numbers of
white {amilies who see the writing on
the wall,
® And, following the decision of the
French government to halt all invest-
ment in South Alrica, and the loom-
ing uncertainty over the profits to be
made amid the riols and distur
bances, the regime is finding itsell
maore isolated than ever on the inter-
national stage. Botha is forced 1o rely”
on backing from Thaicher, Heagan
and West Germany's Helmut Kohl
But that support is taking an ever
lower profile as anti-apartheid cam.
paigns  exploit the dally newsresl
coverage of brutal repression in the
townships. Reagan must face a deci-
sion eoon on whether to risk a veto on
the latest Congress call for sanctions
and face the prospect that his veio
might be overturned.
In exchange for all of these disad
vantages from an openly crisis-torn
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Armed police raid block fownship,

situation, Botha's State of Emergency
has plainly failed, for all its brute
savagery, to quell the militancy of the
black maszes. Thousands have been
anested, over a thousand still held
without charge; clubs, whips, bird-
shot, bullets and teargas have been
used against crowds from 7-year olds
upwards; police and troops have
been given — and used — a blank
cheque for any action, however bar-
baric; yvet still the keynote emerging
from the angry masses on the streets
is the sound which heralds doom for
Botha and his racist cronies: black,
working class revolution.

When youth gather in their hun-
dreds, hemmed in by the guns and
armoured cars of the state, sericusly
discuss the odds of getting killed if
they stage a march, and then decide
to risk the odds and march: that
represents a force that will not be
crushed by any State of Emergency,
any escalation of repression.

And when a regime is forced to jail
and prosecute schoolkids as young as
7 years old in a desperate effort to
break a solid schocl boycoft, that
SﬁE“E out a complete breakdown of
the authority of the state, however
much the regime seeks to compensate
by bravade and brute viclence.

Another indication of the
rebellious spirit that now stalks the
townships is the public display on
mass demonstrations of banners not
only of the illegal African National
Congress but now even of the South
African Communist Parly itseli:
workers and youth are prepared to
risk jail sentences simply to display
these (and banners with their own
revolutionary slogans) — but aleo feal
confident that they stand a good
chance of doing so without arrest or
punishmenl.

Such is the radicalisation of the
masses on the streets thal the existing

black leaderships have found
themselves under pressure, or in
some cases exposed as allies of the
regime.

Most nakedly exposed has been the
reactionary politica of Zulu Chisef
(Gatsha Buthelezi, who has con-
sistently denounced the demonstra-
tions by the United Democratic Front,
attacked the ANC, and mobilised
gangs of lumpen supporters against
trade unionists.

It is no accident that Buthelezi,
representing the aspiring black reac-
tionary bourgeoisie angling for a

place in the system, was singled out
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Tuhy,

recently for special attention by the
Chair of Anglo American Mr gavin
Helly, as the type of black politician
with whom the regime should swiftly
move o negotiate.

While the escalation of struggle
has flushed out Buthelezi, and largely
wiped out the stooge black coun-
cillors in the townships through
whom Botha hoped to enlist the col-
laboration of whole sections of the
black middle class, it has also inten-
sified the pressures on the clergy,
with figures like Bishop Desmeond
Tutu and Dr Alan Boesak unable to
offer any sericus prospect of a
“peaceful road” to black militants

Indeed the restrictions imposed by




the Sate of Emergency have made it
increasingly difficult for even skilful
religious cpponents of class politics
to stay within the law while working to
defuse mass action.

Boesak himself has been arrested:
Tutu's son has been arrestsd, and
Tutu himself repeatedly on the edge
of arrest: they have struggled against
these odds and against the logic of
the situation to repeat their calls for a
“dialogue” between the aparthaid
rulers and the black population. Not
wanling to be lefi oul, Roman
Cathelie bishops intervened to urge
the Chamber of Mines to recpen talks
with the NUM and avert the threaten
ed sirike.

Even when mobilising for the bann-

ed march on Pollsmoor prison
demanding the release of Nelson

Mandels, Boesak, {n the face of clear
threats of stale violence, presented
the demonsiration as simply a moral
protest:

"Restrain yourselves, Wait for that
mement which will come and history
will record and the world and the
Government will know that all
generations have come together in
one expression of our determination
ta be free.”

These clerics have no love of apar-
theid: but they are also opposed to
the kind of social upheaval and
ideclogical release that would be
unleashed by a mass mabilizsation
which pulled down the edifice of
apartheid and liberated the black
masses from the repression and ex-
ploitation they are undergoing.

Clergymen — most notably Boesak
— are also well represented in the
leadership of the mass opposition
currenl, the locse and ramshackls
UDF. Of 16 black and Indian UDF
leaders who went on trial on July 11 in
what the regime intended as a major
show-trial, alf were middle class pro-
fessionals: one a clergyman: one a
prolessor; four union officials, a
handful of lawyers, a teacher and a
doctor.

The very structure of the UDF,
which consists of over 650 organisa-
ticns ranging from trade unions to
sports clubs, militates against a
democratic involvement of the unions

each of which would receive only
the same wvoting rights as a local
church or youth club,

Yet in & sense the formlessness of
the UDF has enabled it to bend rather
more flexibly to the militant demands
of youth and students, though its own
appeals for dialogue and a “national
convention” are far from radical in
anything other than a context of 1otal
repression.

Further adrift from the latest
radicalisation has been the Airican
National Congress. The ANC's con-
cept of a prolonged guerrilla war
which would eventually force the
beleaguered white rulers into a
dislogue and a democcratisation of
South Africa, led it o stand aloaf
from the unionisation of the black
workers and many of the radical new
community movements in  the
townships.

But the historical allegiance of
many older black workers to the ANC'
— which was banned after the great
frame-up trials of 1958-61 — and its
ever-present srmb«u] of defiance in
the form of Melson Mandela has en.
sured that, despite the bankruptcy of
its policy and perspectives, the ANC
remains a central factor in the South
Alrican struggle,

Its June Conference in Zambia saw
the ANC display again the extent to
which its notions run st a tangent to
the needs of South Africa’s black
proletariat.

In the midst of mass strest
mobilisations and community strug-
gles, the new ANC perspective is yat

again the old scenaric of more
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UDF: has bent fo mifitancy of youth and students,

guerilla struggle rather than a turn to
cement links with the black unions
and mobilise working class action
against the apartheid rulers.

This avoidance of the most obvicus
connections, which should be made
throught the development of councils
of action, appears well suited to the
leaders of the black trade unions
who have in general stood back from
involvement in the UDF. and
separated their workplace organising
work from the mass struggles on the
sireets.

The constant ups and downs of the
NUM leadership in their preparation
for the pay s:r:[le show a willingness
to use rather than openly support the
current mass struggle

It is clear that many individuals
and groups of black youth have
developed a revolutionary commit-
ment and a concept of revolulion con-
siderably more advanced than the of-
ticial leaders of the black movemen

But in a climate of savage repres-
sion, in which Marxist literature is
banned and political debate forced
underground, the fask of clarifying
and developing & leadership in-
dependent of Stalinist influences and
reformist conceptions, with & clear
view of the need for the working class
to lead the struggle for democratic
rights and the socialist overthrow of
apartheld, is far from easy.

Meanwhile there is little prospect
that Botha can stem the tide of strug-
gle.The businessmen who today call
on him to discuss with black leaders
will tomorrow bleat as loud as any if

the apartheid system, which
preserves their super-profits by con-
solidating black unemployment,

black poverty and black exploitation,
were fundamentally altered.

The very conditions of low wages
and enforced divisions of the working
class which helped make South
Alrica a favoured outpost for invest-
ment have now become a factor in the
struggle. As the prospects for profits
decline, and the paolitical
lemperature rises, the likelihood is
that the economy will plunge further
into crisis, with growing unemploy
ment adding further pressures
towards revolutionary struggle



—Fighting for solidarity:

SACTU calls for union

By TERRY SMITH

AN urgent call for trade union ac-
tion to isolate Botha's vicious
apartheid regime in South Africa
has been issued by the exiled
South African Congress of Trade
Unions.

In a surprisingly blunt statement
dispatched on July 24, SACTU
leaders cut through much of their
usual banal rhetoric about govern-
ment sanctions, and call on *‘the in-
ternational trade union movement’’
to “'take immediate action™ by:

" = Refusing to handle all maritime,
air or land traffic to or from South
Africa

* Refusing to handle any goods to
or from South Africa

* Refusing to handle all postal and
telegraphic traffic to or from South
Africa

* Mounting massive demonstra-
tiens at all diplomatic missions
reprasantng the white minorty
regime abroad."’

SACTU also predictably urges
trade unionists to urge their govern-
ments to impose “‘immediate, com-
prehensive, mandatory sanctions
against the Pretoria regima’’.

But the call to action is a welcome
break from the general line of
solidarity work so far.

The massive wave of popular sup-
port in Britain for the struggles of
South Africa’s black working class
has not been matched by any ade-
quate initiatives from the Anti Apar-
theid Movement,

Though regular picketing of the
South African Embassy registers a
moral point, the size of such ac-
tivities and the fact that they are
largely confined to London offars lit-
tle as a major focus.

There is an urgent need for a na-
tional demonstration and for increas-
ed information building for trade
union solidarity action.

Anti Apartheid, reflecting the
traditional, Communist  Party-
influenced SACTU line has until now
consistently underplayed the fight
for trade union solidarity action in
Britain and the significance of the
newly emerging, politically indepen-
dent black and non-racial union con-
federations in South Africa.

Until now, AAM campaigning in-
itiatives have focussed wupon
“broad" initiatives, involving largely
middle class suport, aimed at moral
and individual gestures such as
shoppers’ boycotts of South African
goods. Another main strand has

been the "'disinvestment” campaign
aimed at Barclays Bank and other
firms and institutions with major
holdings in South Africa. At govern-
ment level this takes the form of
calls for "'sanctions’” against the

apartheid regime — a campaign
even less rewarding under That-
cher’s government than under
Labour.

It goes without saying that the
arguments trotted out against
“sanctions’’ by the open or covert
supporters of apartheid are
worthless.

The Reagan argument that *‘sanc-
tions” would hurt “the very people
[the blacks] we are suposed to be
helping'’; the Thatcher argument
that trade enables ""democratic’” im-
perialists in London to “‘influence’”
the apartheid rulers; and the
generalised, cynical argument that
black people ‘do not support sanc-
tions'" have all been exposed by re-
cant avents.

The reality is that, irrespective of
sanctions, big capital is already pull-
ing out of South Africa, intensifying
a growing economic crisis and mass
unemployment, while  Reagan
shows no more interest in presary-
ing South African jobs than he has in
the USA.

The Thatcher line flows not from
any attempt to influence Botha but
from the massive scale of British in-
vastment in South Africa and the
role these holdngs play in the British
economy.

And despite the fact that it is a
treasonable offence for any South
African to argue in favour of sanc-
tions, a Sunday Times poll recently
showed 77% of South African
blacks suported such a policy as a
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means of weakening their apartheid
Oppressors.

he problem with calls for “"sanc-
tions'’ is rather that it directs away
from solidarity action in the workers’
movement — the unions and Labour
Party — towards capitalist institu-
tions — multinationals, banks and
governments — which have no in-
tarests in common with the South
African workers. Insofar as they
seek to pressurise Pretoria into
cosmetic ‘‘reforms’’, they wish prin-
cipally to preserve profitable ex-
ploitation of black workers.

In practice, when the crisis and
mass struggle in South Africa began
to hit their profits, these bodies —
sanctions or no — will begin to
withdraw their capital, and invest in
othar more "“stable’” arenas of brutal
exploitation. The call for ''sanc-
tions”, if divorced from working
class methods of organising to en-
force forms of workers® control,
leaves their options wide open.

Of course it is correct and
necessary to unmask the economic
motives which bind Thatcher,
Reagan and Kohl to the Botha
regime: it is necessary to lift the lid
on the links between British firms
and the brutality of apartheid.

But the conclusion from such
agitation must be the need for work-
ing class, trade union action by
transport and distribution workers,
by computer staffs, bank staff, in-
surance and finance unions., com-
munications and other sectors to cut
off the economic arteries of the
apartheid system as now called for
by SACTU.

The fight for this kind of practical,
trade union action cements a real
link between British and South
African workers: it can be done, as
blacking of South African shipping in
Southampton and San Francisco
docks has shown.

In the meantime it is vital to step
mth& flow of information to the

pfloor membership of relevant
trade unions, explaining the situa-
tion in South Africa and the nead for
solidarity.

Where possible, local Anti Apar-
theid groups — possibly working
with Trades Councils and Labour
Parties — should publicise the
strikes and struggles involving
South African workers employed by
subsidiaries of British-based or
multinational firms, arguing the case
for direct links and messages of
solidarity.




South Africa and

imperialism . son

g.DF"HTH ﬁhlcahmn]wm t;cn foa
ependent upon Western
imperialism: but is has never been
“I‘?EPI a puppet regime,
ilE enormous mineral and raw
material resources at its disposal
Pretoria has far greater economic
independence than its counterparts
in Tel Aviv, who depend almost en-
tirely upon US handouts to keep the
nﬂlng‘.rmﬂ economy afloat.
This, coupled with the old colonial
ks =1 et bos b sns ol e
ors est a e on-
between the apartheld stote ond
ﬂ'ﬂmm banks, with the lion's share
of business going to British bankers and

British capitalists hald 40% of the £12
billion foreign investment In South
Africa. This represents 7% of tetal
British overseas investment. and means
Britain controls over 50% of all 2.000
foreign-owned tirms. Two British banks,
I‘m:lgl and Stendard Chartered, con-
tral 66% of South Africo’s domestic
banki

Hr]li:g. eapitalism sold “invisible” sar-
vices valued ot £1.3bn to South Africa
last year alone. on top of £1.2bn In ex-
ports which left o trade surplus of
£500m. British exports to South Africa
are double those of any other nation,
and concentrate on the most profitable
manuioctured

In eddition tish -:nmamuju have
indirect Investments oans  and
shareholdings) another £6

billion. Small wonder the Thaicher

t have outpaced even
m— Beagan as sup
of Botha and opponents any

economic sanctions.

But while these investments have in
the past generated stupendous super-
fits. there is every indication that
E?m investors are becoming extrome-
ly wary of turther involvement with o

r they see as a bad risk.
in mid-Rugust re-
nounced control of its South Alrican
subsidiary, National Bank,
it was for purely “commercial”
mw!hlhmu z: Britain wen! up in

price.
Aﬂ;:iﬁndlafm!inuﬂrunlhtnt:bli
calculations are increasing ing
made. What banker mhlr to cut
himsell off from the chances of doing
hwmwiihchtmhh&mlmity
governmen! in South Alrica — and with
other African naotions? Who wants to
lend more money ta o Botha
which is afread

government risk poten-
tial black African MBIIII the
sake of their own 1

economic involvement with the Botha
7

nce the move by Mitterrand's
French ni — the most heavily
inval notion yet to bar lurther in-

t
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which Botha has always used o a
salling t for the apartheid state.
The 'Ihﬁﬁ‘lﬂtm.. o is not

e, ond posing an active
military threat 1o a eircle of “front lins”
Alrican states,

Heagon has dreamed of siting Cruise
missiles in South Africa: Thatcher prior
to the Malvinogs war hoped to enlist
Pretoria’s su in a reactio
South Atlantic alliance Involving Latin
American diclatorships (even Argen-
Hno) to police the strategic shipping
lanes for imperialism.

The onal role ed the
'Snuthlr;ﬂun D-hnug‘l:rm -h:nd in
Erl:iumlw the occupation of Namibia —

ings its own price tag. however, with
milit taking 20% of the
South can budgei.

This cost can enly increase with inter-
nal diserder forcing Botha to deploy in-
creased firepower on the streets. And
the marale of the white conscripts. fac.
ed with a long war while the economy
runs and fomilies fles the
country, cannot bea sustained
indefinitely.

s ey e 1 oot e hccne
a the and
lllmru;:rgkh helped force lsrael out
of Lebanon — and tetally different in
character from the Shah's army which
dissolved so speciocularly in the face of
mass demonstrations in Iran. Botha cor-
rectly emphasises that there ore saveral
more levels of brutality open to him yet,
before the regime has used the forcs at
its disposal.

Humrrr:t the T.mmin of Igut cn:i
lapse in lran and the vanishing hopes
the Smith r:?im in Elmhuiﬂ: the
rocollection of the international isala-
tion which preceded the abrupt -
ture of Botista lrom Cuba and Somoze
from Nicaragua, will not be lost on
South Africa’s rulers.

If the white racists have new cause to

struggle in South ca are exciting in
the extreme.

A socialist revolution in South Africa
would unleash the resources of an ad-
vanced sconomy to aid the
ment of other economies across the con-
tinent. By cutting off the resources for

the reactio in Angola
and Hnmm-, and the rug
out from the remnants of the old regime

could herald im| t steps towards a
Socialist  Uni States of Southarn
Africa.

South Africa’s strong. militant and
organised werking class would offer a
powartul counter-weight to the conser.
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against Kinnock!

"KINNOCK takes on the left”

was the headline of the London
(Evening) Standard’ on
Wednesday September 4.

Although this was particularly
related to the vote at the TUC on
the miners’ motion. it sums up
Kinnock’s whole strategy.

The election defeat of 1983 meant
that Labour was faced with choices —
either go further from the ‘83 slection
manifesto and campaign for socialist
policies, or retrsat to “consensus”
policies as the (supposedly) easy way
to win electoral support. Kinnock
himself has never pretended to
anything else but “regaining the mid-
dle ground” — winning the “moral”
argument while disavowing any
direct struggle against the Tories, Of
course consensus policies themselves
are those acceptable fto the
bourgecisie and the media: they are
not plucked oul of nowhere. It iz a
long hard task to make Labour
respectable as an alternative party of
government, but Kinnock has tackled
it manfully — distancing himself from
the miners’ strike, silence on the
railworkers’ strugale, a refusal to
repeal anti-union laws and reinstate
cuts... he's done it all.

Previous Labour oppositicns have
made radical "left” noises in the safe
knowledge that they were the only
alternatives to the Tories. Kinnock,
with the rise of the Liberal/SDP
Alliance, would have had to put pro-
grammatic flesh on the rhetorical
bone. Instead, and it was never going
to be otherwise, he chose the option
of dropping all semblance of left

By PETE FIRMIN

policies and challenging the Alliance
for the hearts and minds of Guardian
leader writers.

Manceuvred into position by the
"new realists” of the TUC it is hardly
surprising that Kinnock shares their
basic preconceptions; rejection of
the class struggle in all but the
“salest” of situations (GCHQ) and its
logical conclusion: not the reform of
capilalism but its overthrow. For
labour movement bureaucrats, life is
comfortable as they are, and the class
struggle too dangercus. They might
be pushed out of the way by a work-
ing class recognising them for what
they are: one of the most important
upholders of capitalist society.

From rejection of the class strug-
gle, while maintaining a belief in
some “social justice” and pseudo-
equality, follows the central thrust of
Kinnock's strategy. Throw out those
policies and methods which threaten
the basic “status quo” and intimidate
those who oppose this into submis-
sion, and expulsion if they won't lis
down.

In Parliament Kinnock and his
iront bench have only been willing to
challenge the Tories on issues where
they believe they have a clear moral
and popular advantage, such as
health and social security cuts, local
democracy (though God forbid they
should support any struggle against
cuis) and where they see a fair
chance of breaking the "Wets" from

the “Thatcherites”. The unpopular
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issues (miners, Belgrano, etc.) are
left to principled back-benchers to
raise, often with the open disapproval
of the leadership.

Kinnock's "new" programme, A
New Partnership, A New Britain,
resurrects all the traits of previous

ur governments. Whilst
Socialism does not get a single man-
tion, "Britain's problems”, “partner-
ship not confrontation”, "a new sense
of common purpose”, “putting Bri-
tain back to work” and "benefitting
all our people” are recurring themes.
Four million unemployed, low wa ges,
deteriorating health and social ser.
vices, elc., are not seen as an intrin-
sic part of capitalism but as a result of
ill-will on the part of the Tories. A
refusal o recognise that the
monetarists’ programme is not fuelled
by malice but by an understanding of
the fundamental problems of British
capitalism means that class itself, Jet
alone class struggle, is denied and all
that is needed is the good will of the
reformists 1o reverse  Britain's
decline.

The drive to bring down wages, in-
crease productivity, break the
strength of the unions and reduce tha
amount spent on social services is
essential to the restructuring of the
economy in order to make it more
profitable, with high unemployment a
basic weapon in forcing them down
the throat of the working class. In-
deed, the Callaghan and Wilson
governments recognised the same
problems and were no way backward
in trying to achieve the same. The dif-
ference between them (and Kinnock)
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and Thatcher is not one of ends, but
of means.

Where Thatcher sees confrontation
as the only way to increase exploita-
tion and profitability, Labour's right
hope to achieve the same by co-
operation and consensus. That sec-
tions of British capitalists agree
doesn't prove the ators rights,
it merely shows that E bosses believe
thzzn can achieve the same ends
without conflict they prefer to do se.

The “programme” is \rn?ua in the
extreme, but even so a few home
truths occasionally slip in, such as:

“DOIEHE the 30 years of slow pro-
gress, Britain was still — even e
the present Government came to of-
fice — an unequal society.”

Those without the selective
amnesia of the new realisis should
recall that under the last Labour
government inequality in society ac-
tually widened, and Thatcher's
governments have not been the first
to attempt to control wages, cut jobs

and governmeni spen-
ding. Rash talk about "the per-
sistance in Britain rests
on fundamental differences in power

and status al work and in

may sound radical, but when the pro-
posed answer is co-operation and
"participation” then its emptiness is
exposed. What capitalist is going o
allow participation in decision-
making unless it asists in suppressing

and exploiting the workforce, which

The Witch-hunt

goes on

SINCE the expulsion of the Militant
Editortal Board there have been no
nationally determined witch-hunts,
Imading many on the lsft to believe
that it is no longer a major issue and
that the few cases they hear of are
isolated exceptions without wider
significance.

However, the overall picture is
very diflerent. Not only are there
many ongoing examples of consti-
tuencies expelling, suspending,
refusing to accept new members or
transiers because their politics do not
fit, but important larger bodies have
been swung behind the witch-hunt.

NUPE and the Welsh Labour Party
Conlerences both adopted resolu.
tions that Militant should be expelled,
and an elected Militant supporter was
thrown off the South Wales E.C.
Right-wing CLPs are grasping with
glee the policy that Mililont should
not be sold at Party meetings to expel
those who do, and even for selling it
in shopping centres.

Such expulsions stand because the
NEC sub-committee is dominated by
witch-hunters who are only too keen
to rubber stamp the expulsion of
those they see as trouble-makers. In
other cases attempts are being made
to expel or “discipline” for a wide
variety of reasons, but all of which
have in common that those to be ex-
pelled have upset the vested interests
of those who would nol recognise a
principle if it hit them in the well-fed

gut.

In Sheltisld Atﬁ:rcliLngCLP sp{jrtg
tant supporters have Tl US| .
ed. One of them, Geolf Bright, iz an
elected member of the NUR delego-
tion to ‘85 Party Conference, A whole
branch in Bethnal Green & Stepney
was suspended for publicly criticis-
ing their MP, Peter Shore, and Kin-
nock for their lack of support for the
miners. The Youth Trade Union

Rights Cﬁmf}alqn (YTURC) was
thrown out of Labour Party HQ for
having organised a successful one-
day strike of school students against
the prospect of a life on the dole. Peo-
ple have been disciplined for suppor-
ting the miners in various ways and
challenging those who refused to do
go. A Secialist Viewpoinf su er
in Brent Scuth CLP, Brian Prince,
was threatened with expulsion
because he exposed the fact that hs
branch Chairperson was col-
laborating with the victimisation of
teachers for trade union activity. Ex-
amples abound, many of them not
coming to the altention of the
organised laft,

e right leal strong enough to
carry out such actions because of the
lack of crganised oppesition ta Kin-
nock. Kinnock himself is hﬂdppf to see
it happen as part of intimidating and
isolating those who reject his pro-

ramme, Compare this witch-hunt to
e way Hobert Maxwell is iéted,
regardless of his persistent use of
anti-union laws and sacking of his
worklorce. Conlererice Agenda even
has an advert for his newspapers!
The campaign against this witch-
hunt has to be rebuilt as part of the
challenge to the general rightward
drift. Some on the left are becoming
reluctant to defend Militant becauge
they line up with the right against
Black Sections, women's and lesbian
md]ﬂi?jjr rights, troops oult of Northern
Ire , aie. However, much as we
disagree with (and often find cbnox-
ious) their politics, we have to defend
their right to be members of the Par-
ty, not least because the right certain-
ly do not differentiate between what
they see as the left and do not stop at
attacking Militant. The whole of the
left s under attack, and the whole of
the left must be defended. =
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governments ha 2 do.
But if tinkering with capitalism in a
minor way is Kinnock's programme
many of those who go much
are him. The wish to

see the back of and the
::Iéummzi a Labour government has
W many into accepting
need for "Unity behind Kinnock".
Yet that can only mean "Unity on Kin-
nock’s terms” since every atlempt to
oppose his ditching of policies is met
by the accusation of splitters and
wreckers even when — as with his

-

3

“wrecking”.

We, as much as anybody, want to
see the return of a Labour govern-
ment, but we don't accept that this
means burying all differences. The
unity we will accept is the unity in
struggle against the Tories and
bosses, not the unity of the
graveyard. Every time the left keaps
quiet in the interests of “not rocking
the boat" the right gain ground. They
have never accepted unity with the
left: they merely want the lelt to lie
down in order that they and socialist
policies can be walked on.

The defeal of the miners, the
tailure of ratecapping, and the ballot
result against industrial action by
NUR guards all increase the
credibilit Iz of the new realists
lmunq;th rge sections of the working
class. The fact that these were largely
due to the lack of and
willingness to fight of m leaders
does not detract this. Whilst sec-
ks sy g
gles recognise whers -] i
others become demoralised and
cynical. The line that all we can do
now is make general propaganda
about how nasty the Tories are and
wait for a Labour government gains
greater credence with every defeat.

Yet the acceptance of this by the
ledt not only allows living standards to
be driven down and unem i
up by the Tories now with little op-
position, it makes the likely austerity

rogramme of a Kinnock government
fimm the start, not alter some years
like Miterrand in France) even more
likely.
In fact if Labour poses mo pro-
amme adequate to the crisis it
es less likely thal a Labour
government will be elected. Why
vote for a Labour Party trying to
usurp the mantle of the middle road
when there is a made-to-measure
Alliance to hand? A hung parliament
becomes more likely.

Kinnock may vow that he is against
a coalition government but all the in-
dications are otherwise. Naturally, he
would prefer to be “king of the cas-
tle" without the encumbrance of
ancther party (provided that his in-
ternal opposition, the left, have been
defeated). But Kinnock's praclice
shows that he is quite ha to col-
laborate with Liberals and Tory Wets.
Not only is this the focus of his atten-
tion in parliament, but he gave clear




Discussion on Lesbion and Guy
Rights

Lesbions and gaoy men suffer
systematic discrimination in society
at large and also within the labour
movement.

One aspect of this discrimiation is
highlighted by the fact that eonual
Party Conference has never
discussed the issue. another is the
fact that the Party hos a policy
which is discriminatory (i.e. dilferent
ages of consent for heterosexuals
and gaoy men). This cannot go on
any longer il we are to show to
lesbians and gay men that the Party
has anything to offer them.

We urge support for the Labour
Campaign for Lesbian and Gay
Rights campaign to have the issue
debated at this year's annual
conference.

Positive Action and Black Pecple

It is time that our Party listened to
the legitimate demands of women
and Black people within the Party.
Specilically the Party should allow
Black people within the Party who so
wish to establish Black Sections. as
already exists with women's and
youth sections. We also urge support
for the demands endorsed by the last
three year's women's confersnces:
that national women's conference
elect the women's section of the NEC
and the national women's
committes, that national women's
conference has the right to send five
resclutions to Party Conference. that
there be a rules conlerence for
Labour women, and that there be at
least one woman on every shortlist
for reselection. We also welcome the
further steps made by those
constituencies which have had all-
Black or all-women shortlists when
solecting their parlicmentary
candidates. We believe that these
points represent important steps
towards positive action and
autonomy lor oppressed groups in
soclety and in the Party.

Democracy

Target Labour Government
Labour Party Black Sections
Labour Committes on Ireland
Labour Campaign for Lesbion and
Gay Rights

Labour Briefing

Socialist Action

Socialist Viewpoint

Socialist Organisar

indication after the Couniy Council
elections that he preferred Labour
Groups to make pacts rather than go
into opposition. Almost anything is
better than class struggle: féting the
aristocrats of the Lords in an attempt
to defeat abolition of the Metropolitan
Councils and the GLC was immense-
ly preferable to organising class ac-
tion (something Ken Livingsione
ghared with Kinnock earlier than
many of the Left realised).

If the next parliament is a hung
one, Kinnock and the majority of the
PLP will rush to form at least a pact, if
not a coalition with part or all of the
Alliance, which would ba seen not
only as lifting them into government,
but taking the programme totally out
of the control of that "nuisance” Party
conference. The extremely weak op-
gosition in the Party to the Lib-Lab

act of 1978/9 is not a good prece-
dent, but the left should use ex-
ample not only to show where such a
road leads (to the "Winter of Discon-
tent” and Thaicher's victory) but also

to organise now against the
possibility.
With Kinnock attempting to

strengthen his position in the Party he
has found himself in the position of
the pied piper with a scurrying of feet
behind him. The “regroupment of the
left”, better described as the “Great
Moving Right Show", has drawn sup-
port from many seeking positions in
his “kitchen" cabinet or, preferably,
the real one.

The once-left Labour Co-
ordinating Committee, Ken Liv-
ingstone, Tom Sawyer, Michael
Meacher, and many others now see
their main chance. Rather than stick
out for any principle against the
rightward-moving stream they have
plunged in head first. Kinnock
couldn't have wished for a grealer
realisation of his “dented shield"”
gpeech than Livingstone's sell-out of
the ratecapping struggle at the GLC.

The talk from all these erstwhile
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lefts of forming bridges with Kinnock
to keep him out of the hands of the
right is demonstrable nonsense. Not
only does it ignore the fact that on
most issues there is no differnce bet-
ween Kinnock and the “right” but
that Kinnock leads the right, even if
he occasionally puts up a “frontman”
(like John Evans on reselection at
1984 Conference).

It also conveniently ignores the fact
that all those who claim this are mov-
ing with the right themselves. Tom
Sawyer moved the resclution in sup-
port of the expulsion of Militant at
NUPE Conference and Livingstone,
in his platorm for Party Treasurer
(before his local party mandated him
not to stand) described Kinnock and
Whitty as “'a new parinership that will
form an effective leadership™.

The claim by sections of these
born-again realists still to oppose
witch-hunts and support the demands
of women, lesbians and gays and
black sections become increasingly
less credible. Livingstone's witch-
hunt against John McDonnell for ex-
posing his manceuvrings at the GLC,
and insistance that he had a right to a
gafe parliamentary seat in direct
contradiction to his own avowed
policy of preference for women and
black candidates defies any left-over
thetoric. The number of witch-hunts
in which the LCC are involved in-
creases rapidly, and anyway, how
can you square being an avid sup-
porter of Kinnock, the arch opponent
of democratisation and democracy
for women, blacks, lesbians and gays
and unpopular left wingers?

If the alignment of Livingstone with
the right on fundamental issues was
not clear, then his support for one
member one vote on reselection cer-
tainly pins him down. If Kinnock is to
succeed in his programme of class
collaboration then he needs to ensure
that "his" MPs can carry it out without
fear of being brought to account for
their actions. One member one vote
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ended in defeat (with the axception of
verpool) it opensd the eyes of
many, both in the Party and out, to
the emptiness of the rhetoric of many

paying the political levy have no say *«"’r';;stmagf based totally on the will-

in selection, but also that an MP is ac-
countable to one meeting every five
years, with General Commitiees im-
potent in the meantime: in efect ac-
countable to no one,

The loss of this major democratic
right of resslection (regardless of the
small effect it has had so far) would
be likely to be followed by an atiempt
to reverse the election of Leader by
the electoral college, although the
right see no need to attack on this yet,
given the marked reluctance of any
left MP to challenge Kinnock. Ha has
already It out how he sees
Labour's election dprnn?:mma being
drawn up: it should only contain what
he wishes

However, the Left is still strong but
divided. The support given to the
miners, the struggle against ratecap-
ping and the ongoing battle for tEa
rights of women, ghc ; leshians and
gays all indicate the strengths and
weaknesses of the lefl. Where miners
have joined the Labour Party they
have been involved in attempting to
replace those who failed to give them
full supporl; women, blacks, leshians
and gays have no interest in suppor-
ling those who insist on treating them
as second class members; and while
the Left still has fo prove itself in
backing their struggles consistently
and seriously, many are realising that
they are natural I]E.ﬂ ¥

Although the ratecapping fight has

ingness of councillors to vote time
and again to defer a rate. While the
defeat has led to demoralisalion in
some areas, it has made many even
more determined to win next time.

Those who scld out could net have
done so more openly and blatantly
and have made themsalves a clear
target for deselection. Furthermore,
the situation opens massive ocppor-
tunities for the Left to put forward a
sericus strategy for the struggle fak-
ing it out of the Council chambers
and putting the working class,
organisad through unions and com-
mumnity groups, al the centre, and
drwing those willing to fight into the
labour movement.

With the regroupment of the right
gathering pace earlier this year, par-
ticularly with the defection of ﬂw-
ingstone, tendencies on the left
began o recognise a need to work
together on practical issues il they
were to maintain and extend their in-
fluence against his tide. Laobour
Herald first publicly raised the issus,
but solely in terms of Labour Herald
being the “vehicle” for such regroup-
ment, which would mean other
tendencies and campaigns defying
their independence and without ever
proposing any organisational steps.
A case of wanting to appear to say the
right things without actually meanin
it. In response to this, Labour Brief-
ing put out fts own call, and invited
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nearly all tendencies and campaigns
to an initial meeting. Of the tenden-
cies only Labour Herald and Militant
have ignored this, reflecting their
loctn:inn! view that they have no in-
tention of building a strong left apart
from building their own tendency.
of this Hrst mum has
developed the Labour Co-
ordination and agreed an
various ceniral issues (see here
in Socialist Viewpoint) and a fringe
meeting and a bulletin — pruhn]:ﬂr
daily — at Labour Party Conference.
Progress has been slow and
sometimes fraught, but these have
been important small steps. If the ma-
jority of the hard left are seen to be
working closely together at Con-
ference it will have the effect of both
worrying the right, who rely on the
divisions of the left, and impress and
encourage those on the lalt who fesl
isolated.
However, if the LLC is to be seen as
a serious force, then it has to go
beyond this minimal existence with a
few represeniatives meeting reguar-
ly. It needs to begin to organise the
left in & real sense of building a work-
ing organisalion which intervenes,
whemrmunt exists, in the strug-
glas against the bosses and their
government and within the labour
movement against those who sell cut.
No one tendency on the Left is at pre-
sent strong enough to claim
dominance or command the respect
of the Left in general Yet working
ether, without burying important
i urunm.!hel.lﬂmlﬂdhaqinia
draw in those on the Left who tum
away in despair al the myriad of dif-
ferent tendencies, and mount a
serious challenge to the present
rightward drift, Although it would be
premature to attempt it yel, our
model has to be the Mational Lefi
Wing Movement of the 19208 which

l:;l-u.nﬂqad a significant minority of the
a

If the left can work seriously
logether now, it gives us the oppor-
tunity to build a large opposition to
the social democratic policies of the
leadership, both in terms of fighting
them now and if Kinneck organises a
re-run  of the Wilson/ ghan
governments. [t is not enough to starl
organising againsl such a sell-out
when it happens; such opposition will
not readily spring out of nowhere, it
has to be built for now, pointing out
the preparations ijm:ﬁn making.

Through working logether at Con-
ference thiz year, the Laft can begin
lo organise itz major lask for 'B6,
mounting a challenge for the lsader-
ship election. Kinnock {and Hatterse-
ly) cannot be separated from their
policies, and a campaign must be
organised firstly to put pressure on
one of the reluctant MPs to challengs
Kinnock, and to take that challenge
into every union and Labour Party
body possible. The laft working
together could make that a serious
challenge; if unlikely to win, then at
the very least organising those forces
willing to fight back.




A stockpile of Bl Moestros,

Hard Labour
for BL.?

THIS pamphlet ought to be sub-
titled "Planning the Unplan-
nable”. It presents the problem
as simply lack of sales by the
motor industry in Britain. and
tries to offer solutions which
make no real changes.

This should be no surprise, con-
sidering the pamphlel is written by
Patrick Gray, a right wing academic
from Oxford Labour Party, who had a
brief sojourn in manual weork at
British Leyland's Cowley Body Plant
It iz warmly welcomed by Neil Kin-
nock, and undoubtedly reflects the
thinking of Labour's ocurrent
ieadership.

Gray outlines the well-known
decline of the industry. In the early
1970= motor maufacturing
represented 1% of industrial cutput
in Britain: today it accounts for only
4%. But the whele thinking of the
document begins from an acceptance
of the current situation and trying to
make minor adjustments.

Ford and other multinationals, he
points out, are importing many more
cars: yet he is also at pains to praise
these tirms — in case they might im-
agine a Labour government would be
hostile to them!

Gray predictably sees the answer
as imposing some kind of “contral”
on the market while leaving these
multinationals and the capitalist
system Intact. The most obvious line
ig for import controls.

An cbvious dilficulty here is thal
the very nature of the world's motor
industry is that the big firms need to

“Labour and the Motor
Industry”

(Jobs and Ind ;
Campaign co tative
document).

Published by the Labour
Party, £1.75.

Heviewed by an Austin Rover
Shop Steward

export In order to get the benefit of
large scale production. If this does
not occur, the industry will die. There
is so much overproduction of molor
vehicles (in market terms) in Europe
that any firm which does not export
on a massive scale must go to the
wall.

(Gray cannot confront this con-
tradiction. So his document calls both
for import contrels in Britain, and for
an increase in exports of “British"
cars! As Il other capitalist countries
are going to accept this in order to
allow the British (capitalist) car in-
dustry to survive at the expense of
that in West Germany, France, ltaly
or elsewhere!

This is clearly no solution, even in
capitalist terms: so the pamphlet
hedges its bets and retreats even from
a pledge of import controls,
speculating on what might happen "[i
temporary controls on motor industry
imports do become necessary.”

So right wing is this pamphlet that
it even complains about South
Alfrican “unfair trading’ as providing

an "unjustified cbstacle to the expan-
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sion of Britain's exports” (though the
South African police gave been some
of the most loyal consumers of BL
land-rovers and other vehicles).

In fact there can be no solution
within the capitalisl framework for the
criziz of overproduction, other than
an attempt to salvage one capitalist
company by driving others to the
wall,

Import controls are a nationalist
solution. They mean siding with your
“own" capitalist class against the
"foreign” capitalists of Japan, France
or ltaly. They mean demanding that
workers in another country be put out
of work.

This ts not an abstract question. It
has to be drawn out to its logical con-
clusion, because it cannot "“save” the
workers who embrace the policy. In
fact the only real way to drive your
“foreign” competitors out of business
is by cheapening the commodity you
produce. Behind the nationalistic,
flag-waving facade of import controls
lie the vicious speed-up, job loss and
wage ocutting of management
rationalization.

Gray's pamphlet makes the point
that a good quality family saloon car
sells for only £3,000 in Japan. This
highlights the real “trade barrier":
the level of exploitation of Japanese
car workers.

Yet the document draws the logical
conclusion; that “we"” oo need the
lapanese “highly efficient production
gystems”.

"It is a matter of fully utilising
human ekills in management, in
supervision, and on the shop floor.”

Of course all actual production
takes place “on the shop floor”. ltisa
neat political trick — not unlike ad-
miring the “productivity” of the
slaves who built the pyramids — to
describe the incredible workload
shouldered by Japanese workers as
“utilising human skills".

The reason is that Patrick Gray and
the Labour leaders have hully ac-
capted what has already happened in
the British motor industry. There has
been a greater use of Japanese
methods of organisation of produc-
tion, and a closer approach to
lapanese levels of exploitation. But
Patrick Gray no longer has to work in
a car factory, so it doesn't bother him
that the agreements which gave
workers paid time to prepare for work
and wdsh-ti:ip afterwards have been
scrapped. He doas not care that they
now have to come to work earlier and
go home later; that they get fewer
relief breaks; and that as breakdowns
become less frequent and more effi-
ciently covered the whole workforce
:; driven harder and longer each

ay.

Alongside this speed-up and
greater exploilation have come al-
tacks on union crganisation.
Capitalist companies cannot allow in-
terruptions in production if they are
going lo compete. This is why BL has
seen a series of victimisations from
Derek Robinson and the Longbridge
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8, through to Alan Thornett and now
Bob Cullen at Cowley.

Gray g around the guestion of
industrial relations by saying they are
“outside the scope” of the document:
bt his references to it make it clear
he is proposing giving mare informa-
tion to unions but nof control. He is
certainly not locking at a full restora-
tion of the union rights crushed in BL
gince 1978, which must include the
reinstalement of the  above-
mentioned workers victimised under
the Tory government.

This is not surprising. The pam-
phist is & propaganda lext, and not
designed to deal with the real pro-
blems faced by car workers. (sray
continuously praises the record of
previous Labour governments. He ig-
nores the fact that it was Labour who
first unleashed Michael Edwardes
and lan MacGregor on the British
workers' movemeant]

The super-exploitation of BL
workers and the weakness of their
trade unions dates from then. Will we
see more such appointments under a
Kinnock government?

Gray's pamphlet is so right wing —
and so much angled lowards a
businessman's audience — thal it
doesn't make a single even vaguely
radical proposal. At most i
guarantess o give BL some more
money for investment.

It gays that BL has been weakened
by hiving-off Jaguar: but it makes no
call to renationalise Jags. Inslead it
proposes to keep the “"Golden Share”
in order to maintain influence: yet
aven the Tories are not proposing o
get rid of this!

Is this the luture Labour envissages
for all the companies privatised by
the Tories? Are they alF‘tu remain in
private hands?

Mo maiter how many glib words are
uttered about "planning”, un? a
radical policy of naticnalisation of the
whale motor industry, its suppliers
and distributors, would offer any real
chance to plan its operation. This
would also imply a nationalisation of
the banks an
to whom vast interest payments are
still being made.

Cantrol of the nationalised in-
dustries must be in the hands of the
workers, as part of a planned socialist
economy: on the basis of this kind of
example alliances and links can be
made with car workers and their
struggles in other countries. Instead
of a nationalistic alliance with
“British” employers, cutting the
throats of more workers at home and
abroad, there must be working class
action aganist every section of the
capitalist class — beginning with our
“own' exploiters at home.

That means rejecting the Labour
|eadership’s approach as spelled out
in Gray's pamphiet, and adopting in-
glead socialist policies for the car in:
dustry and every sector of indusiry in
Britain.

————

financial institutions, |

Unfairly sacked:
but Tribunal “no”

to reinstatement

BOB Cullen, who was sacked
from the Austin Rover Group
Cowley Assembly Plant in
November last year, had been
“unfairly dimissed”. That was the
decision following a five day
hearing at the Reading Industrial
Tribunal. By a unanimous deci-
sion, however, the Tribunal refus-
ed to give an order for reinstate-
ment or even a recommendation
to that effect. They made this
decision on the basis that they
regarded Bob Cullen 35%
responsible for his own dismissal
on the grounds that, although in-
nocent of all allegations against
him, he had failed to identify to
management who the guilty party
actually was.

This must rank as one of the most
outragecus decisions taken by a
Tribunal since the system was set up.
It is oulrageous even within the terms
of Tribunals, which are so heavily
loaded in favour of the employer that
only 5% find in favour of the
complainants.

Bob Cullen’s innocence had never
been difficult to prove. He had been
accused of damaging the windscreen
wiper arm on a car driven by a
foreman who was entering the plant
through a picket line cn Sunday Oec-
tober 28, 1984. Nothing was said to
him at the time, but four weeks later
he was taken in front of management
without warning and sacked for
“groes industrial misconduct”.

Even the management side of the
cass vindicated Bob Cullen. It
emerged that the foreman conce
had not known Beb Cullen at the time
and was not at first able to identify
him. He later made the identification
after the name had been suggested to
him by a manager on the basis of his

description.

He had told the manager that the
person involved was balding with a
beard. The manager said "That must
be Bob Cullen.” After that manage-
ment clung to that identification,
gsince Bob Cullen was in any case

Socialist Viewpoint, Mo. 7. Seplember 1585, Poge 13

By BILL PETERS

targetted by them as a militant shop
steward, who had led a number of
strikes over recent years.

The whole thing descended into
farce as it emerged that Bob Cullen
was in fact on a different gate of the
plant that morning — gate 10 — and
had not at any time been on gate 16
where the incident occurred; that it
was early moming and therefore
dark; that it was raining at the time;
that the foreman concerned had only
one eye and that the person that did
touch the wiper arm also had a
balding head and a beard.

It also emerged that there had been
a serious abuse of the procedure
agreement. After doing nothing for a
month the whole procedure was forc-
ed through in three days. The trade
union side had no time to prepare a
case before the sacking tock place.
All decisions were predetermined
from above and no witnesses in Bob
Cullen's favour were allowed.

After the conclusion of the
management case againsi Bob
Cullen, the Chair of the Tribunal
called the two sides together and
presented them with what he called
“an interim ju ent”. He said that
on evidence y submitted he
would find that Bob Cullen had in
fact been unfairly dismissed and
would recommend reinstatement, but
would not at this stage make a
reinstatement order. On the basis of
this he asked the two sides to try 10
reach an out of court settlement,

ARG offered £8,000 but would noi
consider reinstatement. Bob Cullen
rejected it, since he wanted reinstate-
ment and not a cash setflement and
the only chance of this was a
reinstaternent order issued by the

Tribunal.

When the Tribunal recpened for
the Trade Union side to put their case
it became even mre clear that Bob
Cullen was simply being framed by
management. Witnesses wWere
brought to show that Bob Cullen had



Bab Cullen (with placard) on the picket line

never been on Gate 16 that morning.
This even included the works security
guard who was on gate 16 at the time
of the incident and made a
categorical staltement that Bob
Cullen was not there.

Two witnesses went to the stand fo
say that they had witnessed the ineci-
dent and that the person concerned
was Peter Williams, another TGWU
shop steward.

ivor Braggins, the TGWU senior
shop steward, went on to the witness
stand to say that he had in fact told
management who the guilty party was
during the domestic discipline pro-
cedure and that management had

af Cowley.

chosen to ignore it. He said that he
had told Mr Farrants, the Industrial
Helations Manager, thal the person
who had interfered with the wiper
arm was Pete Williams.

Pate Williams himself then went on
to the witness stand to confirm that he
in fact was the one who had in-
terfered with the arm, although he
had not broken it as was claimed.

Farranis was then called back to
the witness box and asked if he had in
fact been given the name of Peter
Williams during the domestic pro-
cedure. He confirmed thal he had
been given the name but claimed that
he had chosen not to pass it onto
higher management.

In the summing up the council for
ARG conceded the whole case. He
said that management now recognis-
ed that they had sacked the wrong
man. They fell, however, that Mr
Cullen had contributed to his own
sacking by not himseli naming Mr
Williams during the procedure. On
this basis they were urging the
Tribunal — in the event of a finding
of unfair dismissal — to look towards
a cash settlement and not a reinstate-
ment order.

Although the Chair had been in a
position half way through the case to
make an “interim judgement” he was
not in a position at the end of the case
to make a verdict, He announced that
it would be a "deferred judgement”.

Five weeks later the decision of the
Tribunal was announced. In finding
for unfair dismissal they heavily
criticised management. The decision
said that a part ofthe disciplinary pro-
cedure had been a "farce” and that
top managers had acted as “judge
and jury”.

But the finding itself was exactly
along the lines of that appealed for by
ARG in their summing up. Bob
Cullen, they declared, was partly
responsible (they chose to call it
35%) for his own sacking for failing
to name the guilty party, and
therefore they hng decided to make it
a financial settlementi and not a
reinstatement order.

Eob Cullen is now taking legal ad-
vice on the possibility of an appeal
against the finding.

NALGO strike against racism

and Council complicity

OVER the past year the London
Beorough of Islington has shown itself
to be anything but a model emplover,
despile itz “soclalist” rhetoric. Last
year it was involved against ite staff in
a 16 week strike in Children’s Day
Centres.

This year the Council leadership
deftly manoeuvred itself cut of the
fight against ratecapping

Nevertheless it could have been
reasonably believed that when it
came to confronting racist practices
amongst its OWTl workforce,
something that would not have even
cost money, the Council would have
lived up to its manifeste com-
mitments”, or at least supported its
own stalf when they stood up to
raciem. Unfortunately this has not
been the case, and NALGDO members
in Islinglon are now starting the
fourth week of sirike action for the
moet bagic principles.

There had been a long standing
problem of racial harassment of black
stafl by white workers in the Rent Ac
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counts Section of the Housing
Department. When the council finally
geot around to taking disciplinary ac-
tion, three of those accused were
found guilty. Vi Howell was caution-
ed, and Steve Henney and Rene
Pledger cautioned and reprimanded.
After this hall-hearted response the
racists went on the offensive and a
number of union officials and
witnesses involved in the case suf-
fered harassment cutside work.

In May a NALGO meeting in the
Housing Department agreed to write
to the leader of the Council and the
Chair of Personnel protesting at the
Council's failure o maintain its Equal
Opportunities Employment Policy
and demanding that the racists on
that section be split up and not
employed dealing with the public.

In the case of Vi Howells, a super
visor, who in the opinion of the union
had merely colluded with, rather
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than had been Iinvolved in, the
harassment, NALGO merely called
for her to recognise that she had
acted in contravention of the Equal
D]::ertuni!y Employment Policy and
undertake not to repeat this. This she
refused fo do.

After 3 monthe of negotiations with
the Council, a meeting representing
all the neighbourhood oifice workers
voted on Euqust 1 by a massive ma-
jority not to open the new decentralis-
ed neighbourhood housing offices for
so long as any of the proven racists
were in jobs giving them conlact with
the public. Subsequent to this
management withdrew their threat to
take disciplinary action against
workers refusing to work with those
proven racists and agreed to isolate
Henney and Pledger but still refused
lo do this in the case of Vi Howell.

Under these circumstances
NALGO had no option but to call
strike action and, on August 5, of the
469 called out 450, many of them new
starters, came out and have held




hl

golid.

Still the Couneil have refused to
give ground on this basic issue
despite the support given to NALGO
by Islington North and South CLPs,
and a group of left wing councillors
who are demanding a recall Counell
meeting to rverse this policy.

Indeed the only aﬁ?es Islington
seems o have are the Communist
Party of Great Britain: one Stalinisi
hard-liner and ex-NALGO secretary
Bob Ford drew up a document attack-
ing the strike and advised members to
cross plcketl lines. Another, Seamus
Mulready, an estate officer at Cally
Meighbourhood office, is scabbing.

MATSA (the GMBATU white col-
lar section) is playing a scandalous
role, having publicly attacked the
NALGO action and defended Vi
Howell who is one of their mambers.
(MATSA is the right wing union in

Islington Council).

O August 19 the Women's, Police
and Race Relations Units joined the
strike, feeling that they had to strike
to retain any credibility while the
Council was busy rubbishing its anti-
racist manifesto,

S0 where now? NAGLO is
balloting ite members for a borough-
wide strike, the results of which will
be known at the end of next week. If
all NALGO members respond with
the courage and determination of
their comrades in Housing, etc,, lal-
ington will be in the same position as
i}:gfézshoﬂlimd SDP Council was in

In May 1982 Labour swept 51 of the
52 seats in Islington after the SDP had
confronted the unions. In London
Labour Briefing this victory was hail-
ed as "Foriress [slington”. Now the
“lefts" who took power are acting in

the same fashion as their
predecessors; and ex-revolutionaries
such as Alan Clinton (now acting
leader) are defending racists, and at-
tacking the strike as SWP-inspired
{which is nonsense).

This is the most significant strike
yet against racism and it has won
wide suppori. The strikers require
moral and financial support: contact
lalingion NALGO on 01-226-8230:
135 Upper Street, London NI.

*In 1982 the Council's manilssic on
Race Relations stated that:

“Labour would treat very sericusly any
grisvance against 8 Councll employee
connected with racial dierimination
Ractsm will be considered 'gross miscon-
duet’ which could lead fo dismissal. In im-
Elemanhng thess proposals, the Trads

nions would be fully consulted as to the
exact procedure to be [ollowed."”

Teachers press on with
class wartare . e s

THE beginning of & new schoal

marks the renewal of action

NUT members in pursuit of their
1885 pay claim of 12% flat-rated.

Bction by NUT members first
began in January. The NUM strike
was still going on and for the secend
time in that 12 month struggle
teachers too were in dispute,

NUT action continued with selec-
tives strikes, an end to lunchtime
supervision and refusal to cover for
absent colleagues after the first day
of absence.

Teachers became increasingly
angry al the responses made by the
employers and the governmeni. The
promise of “jam tomorrow” was seen
as inadegquate. Keith Joseph's offer of
£1.25 billion in return for a contract
agreement, with the additional threat
of the availability of this money being
conditional on acceptance by Oec-
tober, was rejected.

It is important for all public sector
workers to note that the intransigence
by teachers has proved that the first
offer made by the emplovers is nof
the final offer.

The relaunch of NUT action this
month promises to some extent the
escalation called for by Easter Con-
ference. Since them a number of
weaknesses in the NUT's siralegy
have become apparent even to the
leadership. The “sweet-heart” deals
that the NUT entered into with Local
Education Authorities who were
prepared to say they supporied. the
claim have been acknowledged as
failing to have any effect in negotia-
tions on the Burnham Commities.
These deals meant that NUT members
in some areas were forced into a

reduction of action after the Con-
ference call for escalation.

Helusal to cover for absent col-
leagues haz had a wvariable effect
partly due to the number of excep-
tions laid down by the NUT, partly
due to the lack of support by other
teacher unions who have continued
to cover and partly due to the role of
the Heads and Depuly Heads in
NAHT (National Association of Head
Teachers) and SHA (Senior Heads

- —
Keith Joseph: offar with sfrings
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who have consistently
undermin action by themselves
taking classes refused by NUT
members.

The NUT is now calling upon its
members lo do nothing but teach; all
extra-curricular activities are o stop.
High schools are being balloted at
the begining of term on "no day, no
cover”, which means that classes will
not be covered even on the first day
of absence. There are to be no excep-
tions to this rule except for absences
due to union business. (Considering
the lack of action by certain teacher
organisations the delinition of union
is NUT or NAS/UWT). Also all
members in the country are to be
balloted for Y day strikes to take
place on an area basis but which will
include all members in England and
Wales. This will be the first time that
all members have been involved in
sirike action since the campaign
began. Strikes will once again affect
all Lecal Education Authorities.

The employers are beginning to
get worried by this further increased
disruption in schools. They have
responded with an “improved offer)’
(nol yet revealed at the time of
writing) which includes career struc-
ture and separate lunchiime supervi-
sion arrangements.

Nicky Harrison, lesader of the
employers, stated at the time of an-
nouncing this latest development that
they "need to end the dispute”. With
continued action the employers will
be forced into further concessions,
This can only give hope to all public
gector workers and strengthen
teachers’ resolve to carry oul this
dispute to a successful conclusion.

Association



NUR ballot defeat
signals new dangers

THE result of the ballot of guards over
industrial action against driver-only
operation (DOCO) was a massive and
completely unexpected setback for
railworkers and lor the whole fight for
jobs. The guards have traditionally
been one of the more militant sections
of NUR.

The immediate issue in the ballot
was the British Rail Board's (ERE)

plans to introduce O on trains
with the eventual abolition of the
grade of guard and the loss of all

11,500 guards' jobs. But the BRB said
clearly that they saw the dispute as
being not just over DOO, but as a
means o emash the NUR's policy of
general opposition to the BRB's plans
for railworkers.

These include:

® “Flaxible rostering” — having
ghifis .f varying lengths instead of the
sei B-hour shifts — was introduced in
1982 afer the defeat of the two-week
ASLEF strike against it. So far
drivers’ and guards’ shifts vary only
between 7 and 9 hours, but the BRB
want to increase flexibility of shifts to
between 4 and 12 hours, and to in-
troduce “split shifts” (4 hours on, 4
hours off, 4 hours on) which would
ma :IH.E'?' 'ﬁ'ﬂfk!nq l‘i:'rlJ s even monre
ungocial
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® "Open Stations” — g
all plattorm and ticket ba
smaller stations.

® | 000 redundancies proposed out
of 8,000 jobs of S&T stafi (those
responsible  for maintenance of
signalling equipment).

® Further closure of workshops —
the proposed closure of Swindon
workshops next March, the rundown
of Glasgow workshops and reduc-
tions in octher works would mean
around 5,000 redundancies over the
next two years on top of the 14,000
workshop jobs lost in the last 5 years.
These closures arise from the con-
fracting out of building and
malintenance of locomotives, coaches
and wagons, which was previously all
done by BR workshops.

In the longer term, the main threats
are:

® Privatisation of particular lines
which can be hived off from the rest
of the rail netwerk, e.qg. the Southend
lines out of London Fenchurch St and
the London Victoria to Gatwick
ﬂIpTF!'SE‘.
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malnienance work and other
peripheral parts of the rail industry.

® Driverless trains — the trains on
the Victoria line of the London
Underground and on the Tyne &
Wear Metro could already be run
without drivers, and the BRE are in
vestigating this.

Since 1983 the NUR's positicns
to which the leadership has kept —
has been "no talke with the BRB o
productivity”. Following the ballot
result this policy ig ruined, and the
recall conference is likely to reverse
It.

Two factors at work within the
railways undoubtedly contributed to
the defeat.

Firstly, the high level of turnover of
railworkers — even now — and the
large number of railworkers nearing
retiring age means that even large
job losses on the “traffic” side
(drivers, guards and platform staff)
do not necessarily mean redundan-
cies. The BRB, in all the leaflets and
personal letters from managers that
were put out, made a lot of the argu
ment that early retirement could ac-
count for all the jobe lost; although
they may now use their victory to try
to get rid of militants and those with
bad disciplinary records.

I

ir own fight would hove been easier
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As readers will know, the tradi-
ticnal steps taken by bosses culting
jobs are “natural wastage” first,
lollowed by early retirements, volun-
tary redundancies, and finally com.
pulsory redundancies. It is difficult to
fight natural wastage and early
retirements, and if those are conced-
ed it becomes more difficult to fight
redundancies. The railways are
peculiar in that the wages, hours and
conditions are so dreadful that until
very recently many have given up
jobe on the railways for any other jobs
they could find; consequently there
are gtill many new people being taken
on despite thousands of jobs lost
overall.

The offer of early retirements might
also have persuaded older guards to
vote “no” for fear of losing pension
rights, ete,, and in the hope of get-
ting generous pay-offs to retire,

econdly, many guards — aven
those who voted "yes™ — saw DOO as
unstoppable. The threat of DOO Has
been hanging over us for at least nine
years, has already been in-
troduced on some lines of the Londan
Underground, on the Tyne and Wear
Metro, and in 1983 on the Bedford to
St Pancras ("Bedpan™) line. In addi:
tion, management have for the last 20
years used modernisation — such as
new  signalling methods, and
automatic sliding-door traing — to
reduce the responsibilities of quards.
To all this the NUR have acquiesced,
the result being widespread fatalism
about DOO.
presumbaly voted “no” — were argu-
ing that the union should just
negotiate the best terms of defsat
possible. And many who voted “yes”
did so out of loyalty to the union and
hostility to management rather than
out of any real conviction that a strike
would stop DOO.

A further problem was the attitude
of many drivers. On the positive side
was the wonderful solidarity shown
by drivers "put on the spot” hr
management. Drivers refused to wor
freight trains converted to DOO at
Margam and Llanwern in South
Wales and at Immingham in South
Humberside, and drivers at King's
Cross refused to attend DOO training
schools; all being sent home with loss
of pay for doing so. And the co.
operation of NUR and ASLEF at
leadership level through the Rail
Union Federation is in marked con-
trast to the rivalry and hostility that
has traditionally existed batween the
two unions,

But on the negative side, there is
still considerable hostility at local
level — largely a result of the 1982
ASLEF strike against flexible roster-
ing, when the NUR conceded flextble
rostering, and failed to support the
drivers. Sid Weighell — then
General Secretary of the NUR —
openly opposed the ASLEF strike.
For many drivers — including some
of the most militamt of ASLEF
members — the bitter reaction to
overtures from guards was "you were
all quite happy to report for work and

Some guards — who'

ASLEF feoder Ruy Buckton: impraved
links of feadershio Jevel are marred by
memories of NUR scabbing in 1982,

get paid for doing nothing in the 15982
sirike — why should we ct your
picket lines now?" To add to this,
drivers have been offered a bribe of
£1.32 per shift by the BRB for accep-
ting DOO.

The course of events during this
summer, and in particular the sack-
ing of over 200 guards on strike,
showed how wrong was the decision
of this year's NUH Annual Con-
ference to accept the Tory laws on
ballotting before strikes. This deci-
slon was pushed through Knapp
using the justification of the bungled
London tube strike sarlier this year.

A ballot of gquards was called
(initially for August 29 but then
brought forward by a weak). When
guards started taking strike action
against the aﬂemﬁ:ta to Impose DOO
en selected freight trains — starting
with rds at Margam depct in
South Wales on lu[}.r]i% — it became
clear that the ballot was a hindrance
to spreading strike action from depol
to depot and region to region.

Alter these guards at Margam, and
others at Llanwern and Glasgow,
were sacked there was immediale
I-day unofficial strike action on parts
of the Southern Region, and occa-
sional 1-day sirikes elsewhere,

But man& %:inda depols were
walting for the ballot rather than try-
ing to get unofficial strike action off
the ground.

Without the ballot, it might hava
been possible for unofficial actien 1o

me widespread after the sack.
ings, and for the union to call oificial
national strike action on that basis, As
it was, the effect of the sackings and
the lack of response to them served to
intimidate many guards into voting
“no’’.

The BRB had used the “get back to
work or you're sacked” threal suc-
cessfully to end the 982 ASLEF
strike, and had now carried out the
game threat against striking guards.
They were undoubtecdly going o use
the same threat In the event of a na-
Honal guards’ strike.

Further intimidation by the BRB
was the threat of a lock out: sending
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home without pay all rallworkers in
the event of a quards’ strike, The BRB
were obviously willing to sit cut a
long strike, and the government
through mobilising private lorry and
coach firms — to cutflank a strike,

The general fear of unemployment
and of being sacked that now extends
through most of the working class,
and the failure of the union move-
ment — with the exception of the
miners — to fight for jobs affected the
ballet. In this atmosphere, manage-
ment's intimidation was probably the
cruclal factor.

This intimdiation could have been
answered if rapid and widespread or
naticnal action had besn taken in
delence of those guards sacked. But
the union leadership, having tied
their hands by the ballot, refused to
organise official action and did liitle
o encourage unofficial action.

Given that, a crucial failure of the
NUR leadership was that no strateqgy
for a sirike wfs advanced. Inbxiaed.
the posals for an overtime ban, a
wcrf]tg rule, and selective strike ac-
tion that the union leadership was go-
ing to call if the ballot had been won,
showed their own lack of confidence
in all-out sirike action. Whal was
needed was a serious drive to link up
our dispute with driver-only opera-
tion on the Londen Underground and
the threat of removal of conductors
from buses in order to try to extend
strike action to other areas of public
transport.

Despite the defeat in the ballot, we
can't give up and let management do
as they like. The sacked gquards still
have to be lought tor. We will have 1o
fight over the details of implementing
DOOQ, for the best conditions and job
protection for guards alfectsd and
guards tranglerred to other jobs. A
key task of militants now s to main-
tain the strength of trades unionism in
their depots and to build reqular links
betwesn depols, 80 as to be able to
take effective industrial action when
NEecessary,

If the ballots of workshop workers
and S&T (signals and telegraph)
workers vote lor action, they will
need the support of all railworkers.



TUC backs miners’ call:

Scargill gets
9 8 e 5 3§ 1 p—

ARTHUR Scargill got it right
this year. His decision to reject
pre-TUC overtures and present
a principled resolution to the
TU Congress over the plight of
the NU&T:m& the sacked and
imprisoned miners resulted in a

major victory for the left.

Although the resclution didn't call
for ammesty for the imprisoned
miners it was a comprehensive list of
demands:

® A complete review of all cases of
miners jailed as a result of the
dispute.

® The reinstatement of miners sack-
ed as a result of the dispute,

® The reimbursement of the NUM
and all other unions with all monies
conliscated as a result of fines, se-
questration and receivership

® The ending of all pit closures
other than by exhaustion.

The adoption of the resclution
overturned the recommendation of
the General Council — reached by a
16-24 majority — that it should be
rejected.

It creates a dramatically new situa-
tion in the campaign to defend the
sacked and victimised miners and
demonstrates once again the impact
the strike had on the trade union and
labour movement. It shows the
authority the NUM still carries as a
result of it 6 months after the end of
the strike.

The influence of the NUM resulted
in conflict within many of the delega-
tions, where the right wing were op-
posing the resolution. Scargill's
speech evoked memories of the
strike, which are still strong in the
working class. The ASTMS delega-
tion, for example, forced a lasi-
minute switch in favour of the resolu-
tion, despite the opposition of Clive
Jenkins.

The way this resolution was carried
shows again that last year's decizion
by the NUM leaders to compromise
on their demands with the TUC
General Council at the height of the
strike was a serious mistake. Much
more could have been won if the
NUM had gone in and fought it out.

Arthur Scargill’s attutide this year
is what it should have been then: "we
will either win or see clearly where
everyone stands!” He put it this way
in the Morning Star on the first day of
Congress:

"When the TUC makes its decision,

the world will be walching, the wider
labour movement will be watching,
the public at large will be watching,
and, perhaps most importantly of all,
632 men and their wives and children
will be walching to see whether the

labour movement stands by the'
modern day equals of the Tolpuddle
martyrs.”

The TUC decision, which was
reached on a card vote of 4,649,000
to 4,585,000, a majority of 64,000 in
favour, focuses all aliention on the
Labour Party Conlerence next
month.

Despite the fact that Neil Kinnock
has said he would not carry out such
a decision, a victory for the same
resolution there would be a further
major boost to the campaign. The
campaign to forca Kj.unocﬁ to put it in
the manifestc and to carry it out
would come later, As we go to press it
seams likely that the NUM can win
such a motion at Bournemouth.

The TUC decision puts major new
responsibilities onto the miners
themselves, the support movement
and the labour movement as a whole.

The campaign must be stepped u
by the NUM. i weakness of the TU
intervention was that it was not ac-
companied by an adequate campaign
on the resolution prior to the Con-

ress, and there was no lobby of the

C outside the doors of the Con-
gress while the issue was being
debated. A massive lobby of miners
and suporters would have increased
support for the reslution and advanc-
ed the campaign.

Nothing should be left to chance
with the Labour Conference. There
must be a massive lobby organised
nationally by the NUM.

This is another very good reason
why the support groups and the
women's support groups must be kept
going and revitalised where they
have been wound down.

The recent Sheffield conference of
Women Against Pit Closures, for all
its problems of establishing a funec-
toning democratic structure, showed
that the movement is still there and
can be mobilised on the issues facing
the movement.

The response to the Conference of
supporl groups called by a number of
groups for October 12 alsc shows that
the support groups are still there if
they can establish a means of co-
ordinating the campaign.

Arthur Scargill spelled out the
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importance of the Support Groups
very well in the Morning Star when
talking about the campaigning to de-
fend the victimised miners.

"The organisations to carry that
message forward are already in
place; the support groups around the
country (and abroad) and the
women's organisations."”

If the TUC decision is to boost the
campaign for the viclimised and im-
prisoned miners this must mean a
new attitude to the two cases which
are by far the most important in this
— Dean Hancock and Russell
Shankland. They were convicted of
murder following the death of a taxi
driver in South Wales and are now
serving life sentences.

No date has been published vet for
the special conference of the NUM
called to discuss the campaign to de-
fend the victimised miners. It is
understood o be early October. That
Conference has a responsibility to
build on the TUC decisions, and
begin to take some direct action on
the issue.

There should be a one day NUM
strike on that day. And there must be
a full scale official mobilisation by
the NUM and support groups for a
mass picket of the court on the day of
the appeals by Shankland and
Hancock.




Women Against Pit Closures:

Fighting for
our futures

By JENNY FISHER

QUESTION: If you had to
decide the structure of a work-

more democratic body to make
the decisions: 468 women from
around the country, or 17
women from specific areas?

That was the guestion which was
discussed for most of the morning
session of the Women Against Pit
Closures national conference in
Shetfield on A 17. The answer?
The |7-women National Committes
said 17: many of the 468 women said
468: in practice, 17 won the day.

Coming as delegates to the first na-
tional Conference of Women Against
Pit Closures to be called since the
refurn to work, many women ex-
pected to have a say in how the
organisation was lo structured
from now on. Some had received
written proposals from the National
Committes, had discussed and sub-
mitted amendments, and expected to
be part of a vote on the issues.

But the National Committee had
different ideas. Have a say: yes; but
no voting. The meeting was to be kept
to a Consullative Conference:
delegates could speak, but then they
would have to rely on the National
Committee to fake cccount of the
views they'd heard expressed and
formulate the proposals. The pro-
posals would be put to a further na-

tional gathering for a vote: bul no’

guarantess on what kind of national
meeting that would be.

The Mational Committee argued
thai any woman from the Women's
Support Groups who wanted {o come
had been able lo aftend as a delegate,
i.e. with speaking rights. Some areas
were underrepresented: if delegates
rofeu’ as well as spoke, it wouldn't be
air.

It was true that some areas were
underrepresented: Scotland, for ex-
ample, had only been able lo bring
22 women, with the cost of travel a
big factor. But for many women, this
was the first national Women Against
Pit Closures meeting they'd heard
about and been invited to come to. If
they didnt have their say now, i
might be their last chance,

Back and forth the debate went all
morning, with the Chair seeming un-
willing 1o clear it all up by attempting
to discover the majority wish of the
meeting and stick to it

The situation was resclved only by
the arrival of the three fraternal
speakers from the NUM: Mick
McGahey, Peter Heathfield and Ar-
thur Scargill. Their speeches tock the
Conference up to the lunchbreak.
The MNational Committee used the
raspite of the lunchbreak to agree on
how to deal with the situation (with a
show of hands being spotted by those
aobserving the huddlel!).

After two guest speakers had
started the afternoon session, the

latiorm announced that as the Con-
erence was so concerned o hear
everyone's opinions, there would be
cne speaker from each areo.

Despite the anger felt by many
delegates, much came oul to show
that the gains women made in the
siriks — in terms of sesing
themselves as political — have
become da:}:h ingrained and
lasting. It would be difficult to judge
which issue women felt strongest
about, but issues taken up were:

®The sacked and im
miners

Women share the outrage of the
whole labour movement at the way in
which miners have been selectively
sacked by the Coal Board and im-
prisoned by the state for taking part,
with their union, in industrial action.
But, as they did during the strike,
women are bearing the brunt of the
effects.

Women at the Conference saw sup-
port for the sacked and imprisoned
miners and their lamilies as a very
maijor issue: and from the reporis
given il was clear thal women are
leading the collecting and campaign-
ing to help this hardship. Liz French
from Keni, whose husband is in jail
summed up the feslings by saying,
“It's not ‘justice’ we want: il's total
amnesty for every sacked and jailed
miner.”

#® The scab union

This issue came up in two ways.
First, there was the question of
whether "scab wives” should be
aliowed to participate in Women
Against Pit Closures. It would have
been easy to disown them, but there

was also the point thal women
shouldnt be judged by their
husbands’ actions. Various
possibiliies were suggested, in-

cluding exploring the differences
between “scab” and "superscab”
wives; and leaving it up to local
groups to decide whether to work
with scab wives.
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The platform was not so keen on
this issue being discussed at all, feel-
ing that it was polentially divisive.
But one delegate pointed out that
she'd had to make up her mind. Her
husband was the only striking miner
in the whole of their village: now the
mﬂ a scab union was bein

i . and she was working wi
“scab wives” on this issue because
where others supported the national
NUM, it was important that they
should all campaign together.

Notts. women appealed to other
women to come down to Notts. and
work with them; stressing how impor-
tant it was to win the battle for one na-
tional NUM.

® "Other” issues

"Your fight is our fighl” was com-
monly seen on placards during the
strike. Women at the Conference
were keen to turn the slogan round
now, aswell. “Your tight is cur fight”
was the sentiment behind the strong
support oxEm-d for  the
railworkers, who were then headin
for confrontation with the Tories. ﬂ
the miners hadn't stopped the Tories
{yet), any i continuation of
that ﬂmlﬁg & by other workers was
going to be fully supported.

The banner on the platiorm
reminded us of women's struggles to
save jobs and services, women
also spoke about the ways in which
the Tories affect our lives: culs in
social security, education and
hospitals, and the need to fight them.

® International Solidarity

Tanya Abramsce brought
%tauﬁnqs from the South African

ongress of Trade Unions (SACTU),
and spoke about the black struggle.
She was given a standing ovation.
The struggle over there was clearly
not so far away: we were all part of
one and the same fight.

® Associate of the
NUM

The Conference was united in feel-
ing put down by the NUM's rejection
af Women Against Pit Closures' re-
quest for associate membership of the
union. Had we been forgotten so
soon? Well, we weren't going to go
away, we'd be back next year.
Women won't be forgotten.

The campaign for affiliation was
given a boost by Mick McGahy, who
said that as the Scottish Area had
voted for associafe membership, the
Scottish Area would have it: national
policy or not, and let anyone take him
up on this if they wanted fo. This
move — once we see it happening —
will provide a basis to argue for other
supportive Areas to siart associate
membership on an Area basis: and
the campaign can use this to gather
momentum fowards 1986 NUM
Conference.

So there was much thal was
positive in the Conference: proof that
women ur-dﬁll urgu.n.mh ising, still cam;

igming, ite the return to wor
of :i: N?JM. ;lt the task of organis-
ing a democratic Women Against Pit
Closures, open and accessible to all
its members, remains.




Union leaders obstruct

fight for NHS

WEST Lambeth District Health
Authority, which in July locked
as though it might have made
an isolated efiant stand
against Government imposed
cuts crumbled under the threat
(not the reality — only the
threat) of Tory-appointed com-
missioners coming in to run the
service.

Two hundred local people listened
while members made rhetorical
speeches and then voted through a
cuts budget which will reverse the
community care initiatives and will
freeze most vacancies in the District,

Sadly the COHSE branches in the
District must take some responsibility
for the cuts. One member said he was
swaye! by a letter from COHSE
slewards saying they would rather
have District Health Authority
members make cuts than have com-
missioners in again (six years ago the
Lambeth Area Health Authority was
disbanded by the Minister for refus-
ing to pass a cuts budget)

This is the argument which had
been put forward by the full-time
CCHSE officlal who obviously
prefers to negotiate on jobs and ser-
vices rather than back the members
in a fight.

The fact that Lambeth actually held
out for so long is unique. The attitude
however of the full time officer is not
and is being repeated in many areas
ol the country when a fight locks

1evitable.
s NHS has

under
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By JANE GOSS

privatisation amongst workers in
many areas.

Despite a sardid attempt by NUPE
to sell out the Barking sirike, the
women are still out on the picket line
lighting for their jobs back. In Cam-
bridge Addenbrookes Hospital
workers have joined the Barking
women In a long and isclated battle
— they have been out now for almast
a year.

In Sunderland, domestics tock ac-
tion against the privatising of the
community clinics and health cen-
tres. They have now been joined by
catering staff and cleaners at the
hospitals.

This kind of action shows that it is
possible to spread strike action, The
members will come out and increas-
ingly they will come out in support of
other sections. One reason is because
privatisation is now so widespread
that most workers are realising that
the inevitable will happen to them if
they don't fight to defend the existing
jobs.

There are of course some areas
where members do not and will not
fight. But there have always been
districts like that and it is not an argu
ment for refusing to link up the battles
against privatisation.

At COHSE conference in June we

watched while the delegate from
Newcastle (representing the striking
cleaners at Royal Victoria Hospital)
agreed to accept a remit on a resolu-
tion calling for a national day of ac
tion in support of the strike. She was
in tears. She had been put under in-
tense pressure by the General
Secrefary to accept the remit or have
the NEC oppose the reselution.

She described in detail how dii-
ficult it had been to get the union to
give any practical support to the
strike; how the members came out ex-
pecting an immediate response from
COHSE and had to fight even to get
enough placards for the picket line.

In Chesterfield, the workers have
been con sirike for four months now
and are still isolated. They have made
links with Barking and Adden-
broockes, but no thanks to NUPE

As well as the longer strikes the list
of one-day actions in all parts of the
country i impressive — it shows
determination to oppose privatisa-
tion. But there is no will on the part of
the union leaderships to take up the
battle and to link all the struggles
together,

nstead, we have the mancuevres
of people like NUPE's Bickerstaffe
and COHSE's Williams, desperately
trying to damp down the membership
who see their jobs rapidly
disappearing.

NUPE's move to the right since this
year's conference has been swift and

F.4

Wil IAMS

COHSE's Willtams
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Demonstration on the Falls Rood.

"Troops Out” delegation to

Ireland

Even the dole oftice
looks like a prison

“l HAVE become more and more
convinced — and the only ques-
tion is to drive this conviction
home to the English working
class — that it can never do
anything decisive here in
England until it separates its
policy with regard to Ireland
most definitely from the policy
of the ruling class. until it not
only makes common cause with
the Irish but actually takes the
intiative in dissolving the Union
established in 1801.”

Karl Marx wrote thse words over a
hundred years ago and while much
has happened since, the sentiment
and anlaysis remain as pertinent to-
day as ever.

We were parl of the Troops Out
Movement ‘85 Delegation to Bellast, a
city divided by Britizh imperialism.

We "see” the war in Ireland con-

tinuously on news programmes and
on TV ncumeulariesnau! we seo it
from a perspactive which iz defined
by the very imperialism which has
crealed the trouble and we zee it from
the comfori of our British living
rooms. Being there made it real, ex-
periencing even for a short time the
repression and the Siate wviclence
which is part of the day to day life of
the Republican community.

Socialint Viewpoint, Mo

By JANE GOSS
and STEVE CLARE

Talking to the men and women of
West Bellast, trade unionists, Sinn
Fein activists, ex POWSs, the families
of people murdered by plastic
bullets, women from Armargh Prison
— the reality is a nightmare but it is a
nightmare which has created tremen-
dous sirength and solidarity and a
movement that will not and cannot be
broken.

Belfast is a city al war. When we ar-
rived our coach driver refused to take
us to the Falls Road, so we had to
walk from the City centre. Within 5
minutes a patrol drove by, two RUC
landrovers, thick metal grills over the
windows and wvivid paint splashes
marking previous encounters with the
local youth. Sandwiched between the
landrovers was a British Army ar-
moured personnel carrier, the head
and shoulders of two soldiers pro-
truding from the lop. Both were wear-
ing helmets with visors and holding
rifles at the ready. Back they came,
the RUC stopping al the rear and
front of the delegation while the
military swung across the road and
disgorged a squad of scldiers who
took up position in doorways and
behind garden walls. Meanwhile the

RUC politely asked us what we were
doing, reinforcing their request by
pointing sub-machine guns al us.
One woman took a photograph and
immediately had her camera taken
from her and the film exposed.

This ever present mililary force was
striking. It was common to walk
round the corner and find soldiers in
position, rifles raised, while the RUC
questioned somebody. Many of them
carried short, wide-barelled riot con-
trol guns slung over their shoulders.
The armoured patrols would pass by
avery few minutes.

This was normality in West Baliast:
the outward display of the British
State desperately trying to initmidate
the Republican minority. Yet what we
were seeing was the policy of
"“Ulsterisation™ or “normalisation” as
the authorities like to call it. The use
of the term would be farcical if it was
not in such a serious setting. The
policy indicales the replacement of
British troops by the RUC as the main
agents of inlernal security in an at-
tempt to hide British responsibility
and reduce British casualties.

However, trying to give the RUC a
“beat bobby" image is not easy. They
still need army protection, and the
guns remain the same. For the people
of West Bellast nothing has changed.
They know who the enemy is and con-

tinue to fight. Every symbeol of British
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occupalion is a targel.

The RUC forls ars massive con-
crete structures surrounded by cor-
ruaged iron fences and barbed wire
with sophisticated video and listening
equipment covering every approach.
Occasionally they come under mor-
tar bomb attack!

Even the dole office locked like a
prison with large chain link fences,
double gates and video surveillance.
These buildings and heavily ar-
moured patrol vehicles are a constant
reminder that the 6 Counties are sub-
ject to an ceccupation by loreign
forces. On every available space in
West Belfast, Republican murals and
IHA and Sinn Fein slogans proclaim
defiance  and reinforce  the
knowledge that the British State will
never win.

Back in the Ardoyne where we
were staying we had a chance o see
what the war meant to the families
who live in this environment. The
night before we arrived there had
been a rict a couple of hundred yards
from where we were biiletted. The
street was full of bricks and the
smouldering remains of a bonfire.

At ten to one in the morming a six
year old had knocked at the door of
Joe and Maria, cur hosts, to ask i
their children were coming out to join
in the attack on the Brits.

Joe had been in Long Kesh for four
years and was only released 4 months
ago. A nightly ritual was to jam a
heavy iron bar up against the front
door to delay the RUC if they chose to
try one of their periodic raids. The
clubs we drank in all had IRA posters
up and held collections every night
for Green Cross, the prisoners’ aid
fund.

The  Ardoyne, like mosi
Republican areas, is a community
under rio%a, living with constant in-
security, but this is reflected not in
withdrawal but in a warmness and
friendliness that was almost tangibls.

Part of the visit included a series of
workshops with Sinn Fein on various
issues including women, plastic
bulleis, POWs and trade unions. The
session on plastic bullets was in-
troudced by the relatives of some of
the victims of the RUC and the British
Army and included a video giving
background information and case
studies.

A plastic bullet weighs aboul 4
ounces, the same az a cricket ball,
and is fired with a muzzle velocity of
about 180 miles per hour. They can
be lethal. Fifteen pecple have now
died, seven of them children, many
of them innocent of any
“misbehavicour”. Nora McCabe, for
example, died in 1981 during the
Hunger Strike. She was on her way o
the local shop when an RUC jeep ap-

roached and a policeman fired at
Ear head from a range of about six
feet,

In May of that year a staggering
16,656 rounds were fired, causing a
number of horrific injuries including
blindness and brain damage.
August 1981 an International Com-
mission of Enquiry travelled to Belfast

o investigate the use of plastic
bullets. One of ils members was
Senior British Research Scientist Dr
Tim Shallice, who wrote in the New
Statesman, ‘the conclusion seemed
inescapable to members of the Com-
mission: the Northern [Ireland
authorities were knowingly allowing
widespread, indiscriminate and il-
legal use of a weapon whose lethal
mntﬁl was well known."” Plastic
ots are still in use and a number
of Police Forces in Britain have
stockpiles for use in this country.

The RUC have received full sup-
port fram the trade unions in the &
counties and this gives some idea of
the politics of the Northern Ireland
Committee (NICTU) of the Irish Con-
gress of Trade Unions (ICTU).
Historically the unions have been
Protestant, although this is less true
foday with the expansion of the
public sector.

Nevertheless, the autonomy of
operation granted to NICTU con-
stitutes a de-facto recognition of par-
tiion which was the price paid by the
ICTU in order that they in turn would
be granted recognition by the Stor-
mont Government in the early 1970s.

Even their economic sirat for
recovery, "The Trade Union Alier-
native”, is entirely a programme for
the British Government to produce
more jobs and improve Northern liv-
ing standards. At no point does i
consider fostering liks with the South,
for fear of being tainted with the
Republican brush.

Like the Workers' Party and the
Communist Party, their role has been
one of collaboration. But perhaps the
biggest problem for people in Britain
to recognise is that trade unions in
the N];:th are ﬂ$ "ryh impartant.

ve very little political impact
:;h:.vl.l and are tnguc& by mucﬁa:ﬂ
the Republican community as largely
irrelevant. After all, you need to have
a job to be a trade unionist, and in
areas like Ballymurphy, Turl Lodge
and the Ardoyne, male unemploy-
men! approaches 80%.

A former Plessey steward said “It's
important to realise that because the
Northern Ireland Committes organ-
ises workers from both Catholic and
Protestant iraditions, that doesnt
mean that they are immune from sec-
tarianism. Quite the opposile. They
don't try to challenge sectarianism,
let alone its rools which lie in the
structures of the state, and ultimately
with the Brilish control of the state.”

However, it is women who par-
ticularly bear the brunt of the war.
Being a mother is never easy. Being a
mother in the war-torn 6 Counties is a
constant heartache and worry.

Listening to Maria describing the
arrest ol her husband, the hassle with
the RUC, the pushing within Sinn
Fein for support, the trekking o the
prison, was amazing. She wasn'l
complaining but rather relating the
everyday occurences for Republican
women in the North. is a
remarkable woman and there are
thousands more like her.

She talked about the constant
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worry of the kids (aged 4, 6 and 10)

ing out, "But you can't keep them
in. I always tell them to come home i
there is trouble. I worry all the time.
They know the Army and RUC shoot
plastic bullets but they never think it
will be them that get hit.”

She talked about the fight she had
at her son's school while her husband
was still in prison and the teachers
said her oldest son was slow (he had
seen his father arrested when he was
only 6). She said that she argued and
fought with them:

; ! Last week he was watching
TV and | turned over to watch some
rubbish. He shouted at me: ‘Mammy!’
he said, 'I'm watching a programme
about South Africa.’ fold me
about !I;pazthldﬂhﬂmd that it krnu
wreng. Il was while people picking
on 0&0: people because they were
black. And now the black people
were fighting back... he's slow? He
had to go to see the school
psychologist who asked him lots of
guestions. One of the questions was
‘What do you want to be when you
grow up? He answered that he
wanted to be a policeman. When we
came out [ asked why he said that. He
replied, ‘Well, I thought it would
confuse them.' "

Women with older soms and
daughters waiched the anguish and
desalation of their children's lives be-
ing wasted in British run jails, often
put there by evidence provided by
the new breed of Supergrasses —
paid perjurors — and sentenced by a
Judge with no Tury.

Tge strength of the women is the
sirength of the whole community.
Maria said that she always knew that
what was going on in the country was
wrong. But she left it up to her hus-
band to fight. Then he got arrested
and was facing imprisonment under
the evidence of Supergrass
Christopher Black who was from Ar-
dry':auduudtudrinkinthnlncal
club,

Maria was so outraged at what had
happened that she staried to fight and
now there is no stopping her. She is
active in the Women's Section of Sinn
Fein and is challenging them on their
attitudes to women organising and
fighting back.

The lives of the women in the North
of Ireland are taken up with the same
fight as are the men's, but the women
also have the traditional burden of
dealing with the emotions involved,
of holding the lamily logether, of be-
ing strong and coping. They don'i
talk about it much and they doml
complain about it. They do it daily,
relentlessly.

Many women are also in prison.
There is now particular emphasis cn
the degradation of the Strip Searches
going on in Armagh Jail and there is-
an active campaign againsi them.
One woman in Armagh has been
strip-searched 200 times. Only re-
mand presoners are strip-searched.
On remand, you go to Court once a
week — strip searched on the way out
and on the way in despite the fact that
the Courl appearance may only be



ten minutes and the prisoner is never
out of sight of the guard.

During trials women are often sear-
ched twice a day. One woman who
was recently released from Armagh
talked aboul how degrading it is and
how angry the women feel. Strip-
searches are just the latest tactic of
the British to continue to harass and
intimidate those who fight against the
system.

Sitting in the Women's Workshop,
listening fo the humiliation described
by a young woman released ater 9
years (only 17 when she went in)
made everyone aware of the im-
mediate need for more people to
realise what is happening in Armagh
and for more inlerest in the "Stop the
Strip-Searches Campaign” over
here.

Irish women, like the Miners’
wives, do nol stand behind the men
gilently supporting them. They stand
beside them, with them and
sometimes in front of them. They give
their lives, their children's lives, their
health, their sanity — they give their
all for the struggle for a United
Ireland.

One last memory is the August 11
March through Belfast com-
memorating the ending of intern-
ment. It was unlike any other
demonstration that we had ever been
on. It iz ordered, it is disciplined, itis
serious. It is done in active deliance
of the British who attempt to control
Ireland with guns, bullets and
repressive legislation.

The March was led and punctuated
by marching bands of mainly youth,
in paramilitary style band uniforms.
It was watched not only by the
thousands of supporters lining the
route but also by hordes of British
soldiers and RUC, heavily armed and
glowering with hostilily.

Al the rally at the end an army
helicopter hovered  harassingly
overhead effectively drowning out
the speeches. Danny Morrison,
however, had the last “"word”, when
al the end of his speech he held up a
poster proclaiming "Victory to the
IRA". The applause of the crowd left
no doubt that they mean to have their
victory.

The message from the delegaticn
was of solidarity with the fight for a
United Socialist Ireland. The march,
the picket of the forts, the work-shops
and the talks with the local people all
increased our knowledge of the reali-
ty of the oppression in Ireland. As
James Connolly once said, “the cause
of labour is the cause of Ireland, the
cause of Ireland is the cause of
labour.”

Those of us who were there have a
responsibility to ensure that the
struggle for Irish independence is
raised much more in the labour
movement here, that the battle
against imperialism which is al our
doorstep is not swept under the
carpet.

One of the slogans on the march
was "British out of Ireland. Prisoners
oul of Jail. TROOPS OUT NOW!" —
THAT MESSAGE MUST BE HEARD.

|,| -\.q.

VOTE SINN FEIN
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Grappling with
Latin America’s

FIDEL Castro has been taking time
out from the preparations to
reschedule Cuba's $850m debt o
the Western banks — by opening a
campaign to persuade Latin
America’s big borrowers to refuse
to pay their collective debts of over
$360 billion.

Al two special conleremces in
Havana, Castro set out the case from
all angles — including the argument
that the Western economies would
actually benefit from writing off these
colossal debis, since !ge Latin
American countries would have that
much extra money o spend, and thus
stimulate flagging export industries.
Nobody would lose — apart from the
bankers! Anyway, Castro argues, the
dabts are unpayable because of high
Western interest rates.

This latest campaign by Castro is
certainly hypocritical: he has not
iried to adopt such a line in Cuba's
own dealings with the Western banks,
still lass with Cuba’s estimated $10bn
debt to the Soviet Union; and he
knows full well that Soviet economic
backing on anything like the Cuban
gcale would never be available for
other Latin American countries.

It is also a classless policy, aimed
not at mobilising the masses of Latin

® The new populist nt head-
ed by social democratic President Alan
Garcia hos cocked o snook at the
world's bankers. declaring tht Peru will
limit interest payments to 10% of iis ex-
port revenue.

Rejecting IMF monetarism, Garcia has
arqued that Peru will pay its §14 billion
debts — but in its own time and not af the
expense of further recession. A classic ex
ample of bourgecis “anti-imperialism’,
Garcia’s stance is another indication of the
acule economic and social pressures on
the newlyelected regimes of Latin
America, attempting to balance betwean
their natural allies and masters in the
Wastern banks on the one hand, and tha
mass electorate (and vulngrable domestic
capitalist class) 2l home on the other.

Ha has matched his radical ling on the
debt guestion with populist moves against
the perks and privileges of government
and state industry smployees.

But he is already at loggerh=ads with
striking bank workers demanding a 20%
wage increass — 1o maich the current rale
al inflation

America against their bougeois
governments and their various wage-
cutting “austerity” plans, but at per-
suading bourgecis economic experts
and finance ministers that collective
repudiation of foreign loans would be
the best policy. I amounis to a
bizarre attempt al a continental cross-
class front against the imperialisi
bankers.

In this respect, Castro’s line is not
new, but a revised version of his May
Day 1980 appeal to the reactionary
governments and feudal rulers of the
OPEC oil states for a united front with
Iran against the USA:

“This is the time for OPEC to show
what it is made of, to show that it
wasn't created just to raise prices and
amass huge fortunes. This is the trial
of fire for OPEC, the nonaligned
countries and the couniries of the
Third World."

Pradictably, they all failed the test!

In place of Casire’s cross-class
utopia of a “"debtors’ cartel” as a
means to fight imperialist exploita-
tion, the essential starting point must
be the unity and political in-
dependence of the working class in
Latin America.

Pl i
Cock-eved oplimist? Bolivio's new FPresi

dant Por prepares to confront workers
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debt crisis

® Brozils government, siruggling
with an ever-increcsing $103bn debt.
has won o 3-month stay of execution
trom the IMF, but scorned the routine
IMF remedies os a long-term solution.

The Finonce Minister and central
bank president have both resigned.
leaving less orthodox ligures in presi-
dent Joss Sarney’s government to iry
their policies. Real wages have already
been cut by 50% over the past 1 years.
while inflation Is running at 200% and
the economy haos slumped bock into
recession. Even at the height of the re-
cent o] “boom”, the whole of
Brazil's $12 billion trade surplus was
borely enough to meet ioterest
poyments on the foreign debt.

Now the country's Planning Minister,
Joao Sayad. is adamant in rejecting the
monetary restraint and culs in govern-
menl nding customarily demanded
by the . One of his aides declared:

“I'm not going to entertain dismissing
a quarter of the workiorce just for the
sake of macrceconomie stability.”

President Sarney himssli is echoing
the same deflan! nole:

"We connot the debt with
democracy... Brazil's economy must
grow by at least 5 per cent avery ysar.
and this must be the stariing point of
any readjustment programme,”

lsewhers he has insisted that he
would not allow the atic intran-
sigence” of the IMF and others to im-
pose recession on Brazil.

It remains to be seen whether this
stubborn stance will remain Hrm in the
face of pressure from the

bankers. Brazilion workers, who in
gither case lace further speed-up and
ailacks on their living standards from
multinational employers’ Sarney’s
capitalist cabinet. will need 1o
gstablish their own line of struggle
rather than wail for the outcome.




Reagan boosts
war etiort

THE highly publicised problems with
Ronald "Rambo"” RHeagan's nose has
not prevented him poking it even fur-
ther into affairs in Nicaragua.

Even as the official flow of funds to
the “contra” murder squads was be-
ing resumed, the White House admit-
ted that a top US military man, Col-
onel Oliver North, had been con-
stantly advising and liaizsing between
the contra gangs and the President
himseli.

There is no doubt that clandestine
CIA funding of the contras —
bolstered by lavish private donations
from wealthy reactionaries in the
USA — has continued and even in-
creased despile the official ban im-
posad by Congress.

And while the $27m now released
is sup to carry strings which
prevent it being used for purchases of
arms or ammunition, it is clear that
any material supplies to the ruthless
army Scnnsiﬁting of allegedly as man
as 8, ex-Somozistas an
mercenaries) will free the other con-
tra funds for arms.

Reagan now makes no effort to con-
ceal his ambition for the Contras to
oust the elected Sandinista govern-
ment — making a nonsense of the
flimsy initial pretext that contra
iﬁemﬁum were designed to block

eged arms flows from Nicaragua to
the Salvador freedom fighters. As
Secretary of State George Schuliz
crudely summed it up:

"“We consider the problem of Cen-
tral America basicall to be
Nicaragua, as suppo by Cuba
and the Soviet Union."

Now the White House hopes to per-
suade the endlessly qumu and
chauvinist anti-communists in Con-
gress to stump up even more money
next year to enable an increase of the
contra forces to 35,000 strong.

There is no doubt that Reagan can
muster money, men and machinery lo
his reactionary course on the borders
of Nicaragua: bul so far over $80m
million in CIA aid to the contras has
produced only an embarrassing suc-
cession of squalid rape, looting,
brutality and murder, with scarcely a
military victory of any scope or dura-
tion. Even the active involvement of
CIA equipment and agency men has
failed to give the contras anything to
write home to Washington about.

Instead the Sandinistas have been
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able to rally the forces to drive out the
contra armies to the South, and have
inflicted major defeats on the
laughably titled “Micaraguan
Democratic Force” to the North.

The grisly activities of the contras
and the antics of the Reagan ad-
ministration have antagonised even
more capitalist governments in Latin
America.

The original group of four "Con-
tadora” countries seeking a
negotiated peace in Central America
in order to head off any spread of
revolution (Mexico, Panama, Colom-
bia and Venezuela) has been rein-
forced by a "support group” of Peru,
Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay —
sach of which has in recent vears
disposed of US-backed mililary
regimes.

Their obecurely-worded communi-
iué from Colombia at the end of

ugust was interpreted by one of the
foreign ministers involved as a call on
the USA not to invade Nicaragua,

and a plea for a negotiated
settlement.
Reagan, indifferent to the sen-

sibilities of any but the most thick
skulled US redneck, is however firm-
ly set on his trade embargo against

Nicaragua, which by paralysing the
supply of even trivial spare paris for
US-supplied equipment is having a
serious impact on the weak aconomy.
In the medical school at Leon, for in-
stance, a single $100 component for
an ITT telephone switchboard has not §
been replaced — causing havoc in
day-to-day work.
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On a broader scale the Sandinistas
have found new buyers in Latin
America, the Arab countries and in
Europe for Nicaraguan sugar, colfee
and bananas: but with prices low and
vital goods in short supply, life re-
mains difficull.

Ironically it will be Nicaragua's

rivate businesses which will be

Eﬂ.l‘d“‘t hit by the embargo on US
spares and equipment — and they
may even be forced to replace US
machinery with alternatives from
elsewhere.

The present conditions of blockade
and black market are certainly not
the type of "mixed economy” ad-
vocated by the Sandinistas, and are a
far ery from socialist planning.

But every atrocity by the contras
reminds Nicaragua's small popula-
tion of the recent horrors of life under
the Somoza dictatorship and serves to
strengthen the mass determination
not to retreat.

The struggle to carry forward the
Nicaraguan struggle for socialism
must begin with the defence of the
gains achieved so far and the defeat
of the imperialist offensive. Central to
this must be sclidarity action from the
labour movemeni in the USA and
internationally.




No nuclear
dumping in
the Pacific

"IF it is safe. dump it in Tokyo,
test it in Paris. store it in
Washington but keep my

Pacific nuclear free.”
(poster of Nuclear Free &
Independent Pacific Movement)
“"There are only 90,000 peocple
out there; who gives a damn?”
Henry Kissinger (1069) commenting
on Micronesia, W. Pacific.

THERE have been nearly 1,500
nuclear test explosions since the first
one in July 1945, This amounts fo an
average of one nuclear explosion per
week being conducted somewhere in
the world. Despite past attempts to
negotiate a Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty, the USA and the USSR have
continued nuclear testing at a terrify-
ing rate. At the same time other states
have joined the race with others on
the way

The most notorious nuclear test
took place on March 1 1954 when the
US exploded a 15 megaion H Bomb
(code named BRAVO) 1,200 times
more powerful than the Hiroshima
bomb, completely wiping ocut an
island at Bikini and sending a gigan-
tic radicactive cloud over several in-
habited atolls in the Marshall Islands,
which later encircled the sarth itself.

It was BRAVO
Neville Shute to write his nuclear age
parable “On the Beach”. It was
BRAVO thal led Albert Einstein and
Bertrand Russell to launch their
Manifesto of 1955, It was BRAVO that
was described by journalist James
Cameron al the scene: "The noise
was like a gigantic door clanging
shut in the bowels of Hell."

Aside trom the Marshallese of of
Rongelap and Vtirik atolls there were
also the 23 Japanese fishermen
caught in the area in their trawler
“Lucky Dragon” and the 28 US Air
Force weather personnel stationed on
Rongerick Atoll 130 miles away from
Bikini. At the time US officials blam-
ed "wind shifts" for the lethal fallout
of Bravo but in 1982 the former
Rongerick weather unit commander
Gene Curbow told the New York
Times:

“The winds were heading straight
at us for days belore and during the
tests.”

thal prompted

When asked why he had never
mentioned this before, he replisd "a
mixture of patrotism and ig-
norance.” More recently Karl Z.
Morgan, an eminent American health
physicist, testified before the US
Congress that USA Government data
had underestimated radiation risk in
the Marshall Islands by a factor of
between 10 and 100 and that the full
extent of radiation damage to the
people and the ecology of the Pacific
had been coverad up.

The Heagan administration is al
present using legal loopholes to
avoid any responsibility for the health
and well being of the Marshalless
people or for that maiter of any
American paoﬁla altected by radia-
tion {rom nuclear tesling. The $5
billion in lawsuits now pending in US
federal courts would thus become
null and void.

In 1963 the Partial Test Ban Treaty
was signed and put an end to
atomspheric nuclear testing. In a
rush to gel in as many belore the
Treaty as possible, the US conducted
in 1962 a series of 40 nuclear blasts as
pari ol "Operation Dominic” over
Christmas Island and Johnsion Island
in the West Pacific,

Since 1963 nuclear testing has
taken place underground with less
obvious dramatic results to people
directly bul perhaps even greater
long term risks to the whole world. In
the Mevada Test Site, for example,
1,350 square miles of desert some 65
miles North West of Las Vegas, two
large drills dig holes for the
underground tests; one is al work
every day, 24 hours a day. Each test
costs between 36 million and %60
million. In 1984 nuclear iest sile
spending in the USA was at a record
$852 million.

Since the 1963 PTBT the arms race
has centred more on accourate
missiles rather than larger bombs.
The Pacific has now become the
targel of missiles fired from Califor-
nia and tracked from the Kwajalein
Miesile Range in the Marshall
Islands. The tremendous amouni of
money spent on these projects con-
trasts starkly with the sgualer in
which the local people live, the ruin
of their health and ecology and the
racism with which they are treated.
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Greenpeace and French
nuclear testing.

THE first French nuclear testing was
in the Sahara desert but this was stop-
ped in 1962 when Algeria became in-
dependent. General de Gaulle then
turned the Foreign Legion troops to
Tahiti and Polynesia in the South
Pacific and commandeered 100,000
square miles of international waters
for atmospheric tests, contrary to the
1963 PTRHT.

It was in 1972 that Greenpeace first
set sail from New Zeland in the 38 foot
yacht Vega to Mururoa Atell. On Jul
1 the yacht was rammed by Frﬂncg
warships and taken to Mururoa. By
1973 more peace boats set sail and
the Tahitan people also protested
sirongly about the nuclear testing.

Intense international pressure
followed, including demonstrations
in Paris, and the French government
declared that in future they would
test underground at Mururca. In total

4] French nuclear bombs had been’

“tested in the South Pacilic”.
In 1975 the first Conference of the
El'.:‘cim l;fu Pu.ﬂ:i!:.cd i mt tock
ce on Fiji and was nam-
ed the AT(’JH Conference U{qaimt
Testing on Mumrca) but it became
more and more obvious that the pro-
blems were much broader and
greater than just Mururoca.
There have been recurring reports
of ill-health, poisoned fish, gross
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SOUTH PACIFIC
NUCLEAR-FREE ZONE
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Greenpeace have kept up the
pressure for an independent enquiry.
In 198} and in 1982 the Greenpeace
yacht sailed within 12 miles of
Mururoa and was seized.

In 1983 an “independent” enquiry
reported. However they were not
allowed near certain areas of the atoll
or to take samples of the lagoon sedi-
ment. The "best case” scenarios of
perhaps 500 to 1,000 vears without
leakage of radicactivity from the site
was publicised. The worst scenario
that “if fracturing of volcanoes ac-
companied a tesl and followed a ver-
tical release of radicactivity to the
limestone, specific contaminants
would enter the biosphere within five
years" was not publicised! The
French government have since an-
nounced thal they are to continue
their tests in the South Pacific for
another 15 years,

It is in this context that the attack
on the Greenpeace ship “Rainbow
Warrior"” and the killing of one of its
crew must be seen. To complicate the
issue, however, it is entirely possible
that the US and British governments
are worried about French nuclear
testing independently in the South
Pacific — creating pelitical instabil-
ty. As reported in SV3 the people of
the Pacific are becoming more aware
of the nuclear threat and the way in
which they are being used as pawns
by American imperialism. In par-
ticular there is growing support for
the national liberation movements in
the Philippines and in New
Caledonia.

As Barak Sope, leader of the
Republic of Vanuatu (formerly New
Hebrides) told the latest Nuclear Free
Pacific Conference: "It has always
been my stern belief that nuclearism
cannot be separated from col-
onialism, especially in the Pacific. As
long as Tahiti, New Caledonia,
Wallis et Futuma, East Timor and
West Papua are still colonised, the
Pacific cannot become a nuclear free
and independent zone.”

THE Communist Party Executive
are continuing to tighten their grip
on the CP by expelling Morning

Star supporters.

More thon 40 people have so far been
expelled, including the editor and
deputy editor of the Morning Star and
such trade union figures as Ken Gill
and Derek Robinson.

Added to those expelled are those
who haove been more subtly removed
from membership through the device of
“re-registering” a brcm:ﬁ or borough. In
Hockney. for example. 30 members
were removed in this maonner.

This latter manoceuvre has been used
mainly in London, while the main pec-
i(h oxpelled have been those on the

orning Star editorial board or key to
its distribution. Action against these
people is now taking place all over the
country. Lost week. as we to press,
three — Andrew Clarke. [ohn Foster
and Gordon Massie — were expelled in
Scotland. with another, Frank Watters,
suspended in Yorkshire.

The "Eurocommunist” CP Executive is
in the process ol breaking altogether
from the Merning Star. and s to launch
a weekly party paper in the gutumn,
whose name is yet to be decided.

The response from Morning Star sup-
porters has been to lorm the “Com-
munist Cumg;::i Group” of expelled
membears. w will hold a series of
public meetings in the cutumn. They
are telling their supporters to stay in the
CP. but not to adopt a “heads down
policy or compliance with the rules as
interpreted by the Eurocommunist Ex-
ecutive Commities”,

In other words it s betier to lorce your
expulsion than simply to leave. In addi-
tion. a number of London borough com-
mitiees such as Westminster Tower
Homlets have relused to accept re-
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CP Executive
develops purge

r tration.

learly events are coming to the

int where piecemesal octions of the
E:.-Cl.tllﬁ must culminate in an all-out
expulsion or split.

eanwhile. the politics of sach side
remains equally es rotten as belore.
The Eure majority continue with their
pro-ballet “public opinion” campaigns
such as over Garicosh Steslworks in
Scotland. In the NUM they continue ta
pressurise miners towards impotent
cross-class talking shops such as the
"Welsh Congress” as an alternative to
any class s le perspective.

n the other d the Star continues
its uneritical articles on Eastern Europe.
while slavishly endorsing "left” trade
union burecucrats in this mutl:{fﬁn
made no criticiem of the 'S
B illa” strategy. and did not even
challenge the Scottish TUC's Gartcosh
campaign. Meanwhile as the
Bickerstaffe-Sawyer leadershlp of
NUPE - with support from Star sup-
porters — mounts o ing witch-hunt
against the left and attempts to crush
the Barking Hospital sirike and any
kind of indusirial oction. the Star
chooses to highlight an article from
Bickerstaffe to kick off its TUC-weak
coverage.

The politics of the Star are also il-
lustrated by its refusal to report the
Eent NUM call for a lobby of the TUC in
support of the victimised miners. Yet it
carries a column reporting
which union ders are hqchln.F the
Ligison Committese for Defence of Trade
Unions' lobby of the Tory Conference
over mm&l:iymmtl The LCDTU Iohhz
is plainly gned to take the focus o
the TUC and Labour Conferences in
terms of pressing for particular policies
or action.
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Non-Zionist Zionism
and the new left Zionists

THE greatest enemy of
socialism is nationalism. and
the chauvinism that asserts an
identity of interest between the

- ol L

When whole nations are oppress-
ed, with the greatest burden falling
on the working class, this is in itself a
form of class oppression; but on the
other hand there is also the tempta-
tion to bury the class and social
aspects of the struggle in order to
concentrale on national objectives.

Some  socialists, unable to
distinguish hetween differant forms
of nationalism, counterpose
“socialism” in the abstract to giving
concrete support fo national libera-
tion movements.

This is especially true when it
comes 1o Ireland, and to
Palestine/Zionism. In each case the
presence of a setiler working class is
seen as a stumbling block 1o the
scenaric of working class revolution
and the achievement of socialism.
For groups like Militant, the solution
is to put the National Question to one
side, and instead propagandise for
the Tunity” of the seitler
(Loyalist/Israeli Jewish) and na-
tionallly oppressed (Na-
lionalist/Palestinian) working classes.
In the case of Israel, they ignore the
very real material privileges that
underpin the political support that
Israeli Jewish workers give to the
Zionist state.

The Second World War proved
pivotal to the Zionist cause on the
Left. Tribune, which previously had
not been particularly sympathetic to
Zionism, became the most ardent of
the Zionists' cheerleaders under the
stewardship of Foot and Mikarde. In-
deed up till the 1967 War of Expan-
sion. the British Left other than a few

small Trotskyist groups, wu virtually
unanimous in its support for Zionism.

The Holocaust of ‘Eurup-n.n Jewry
was seen as validating the claims for a
lewish state, and was used by the
Zionists, not as a warning againsi the
dangers of racism and fascism re-
oecuring, bul as the justification for
the dispossession and oppression of
another people — the Palestinians.

For 20 years the Zionists' re-writing
of history went unchallenged (lor ex-
ample the myth that nearly 1 million
Palestinians uprooted themselves in
1948 and became refugees as a result
of broadcasts by Arab radio stations.
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TONY GREENSTEIN, a member
of the 5t Committee of
the Labour vement Cam-

paign for Palestine, argues
against a retreat by the left.

The work of Erskine Childers
debunked this particular myth in an
article in the Specfafor in 1961,
which used transeripts of BBEC
monitoring o demonstrate that there
were no such broadecasts).

The Labour Left, oblivious to the
integration of Israel into the US
economy, and western geoc-political
strategy, saw in the Kibbutzim —
those ve examples of racial
exclusivism and exploitation of others
{collectively of course!) — ideal ex-
amples of practical socialism. Only
the occupation of the West
Bank/Gaza started to produce a
change, and even then it was the
Labour HRight in the form of the
Labour Middle East Council (LMEC)
that made the running.

The election of a Likud government
under Begin in 1977 and the invasion
of Lebanon in 1982 broke the logjam
on the left. Slowly it became apparent
that Zionism was inherenily racist.
But although many on the fc[i paid
lip-sarvice lo the Palestinians, few
bothered to develop a coherent
analysis,

The traditional Zionist rallying ery
of "anti-Semitism" lost its effect (ex-
cept that is in the Women's Movement
where the Zionist Feminists used the
language of “personal politics” and
their "oppression” quite effectively to
deflect support for the Palestinjans).
But as the memory of the Lebanon in-
vasion fades, and with a coalition
Labour qmrammnnt in Israel at the
moment, it is hardly surprising that
some on the far lefl are reassessing
their position.

Among these are the current
around Socialisf Organiser who have
bequn moving towards a "2 states”
position as well as abandoning sup-
port for the con of & democratic,
secular stale in Pa . They claim
that anti-Semitism, the legacy of the
Holocaust, and the exislence sup-
posedly of an leraeli Jewish nation,
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justify the existence of the Israeli
state, sanitised and normalised within
pre-67 borders.

This move to a non-Zionist position
has been welcomed by Y Poale
Zion (youth wing of the hr?:ﬂhc
Alignment’s overseas section, an af-
filiate of the Labour Party) in the
Jewish Chronicle (5.7.85), and en-
couraged by the Jewish Socialists
Group, a motley collection of leftist
Jewish academics, who during the
Lebanon invasion performed a balan-
cing act between condemning the in-
vasion and supporting the Israsli
state's right to exist.

In a recent bocklet by ISG member
Steve Cohen (That's Funny, You
Don't Look Anti-Semitic), warmly
reviewed in Socialist Organiser, the
myth of "left” anti-Semitism is used in
order to deflect support from anti-
Zionism and the struggle of the
Palestinians. "Left" anti-Semitism
was the creation of the Jewish
establishment which, faced with the
growth of the Mational Front in the
"10s, sought to redefine anti-Semitism
and so presen! the Jews' enemy as
coming not from the far Right but
from the Left. This conveniently ex-
cused their own inactivity against the
fascists.

Using "personal politics” borrowed
from sections of feminism, the subjec-
tive actions and feelings of in-
dividuals are counterposed to the oh-
jective role of different movements.

say, cannol be in-
lmmnl]y racist because not all
Zionists, individually, are racist and
because they themselves are or were
the wvictims of racism. This lorgets
that racism isn't something inherited,
and that eny group of people given
the right set of circumstances can
become racists.

Two States

It is ironic that a current like
Socialist Orgoniser which helped
form the Labour Movement Cam-
paign for Palestine and which played
a major 8.“1 in achieving tha 1982
Labour Conference resolution call-
ing for the establishment of a
democratic, secular state of
Palestine, should now be retreating
from this,

This is especially relevan! given
the drift to the Right inside the PLO
and the de-factc abandonment by
Fatah of the democratic, secular state
formula. The adoption of this slogan
had represented a major advance for



Polestinians are oppressed as a nationality in the Zionist Siafe.

the Palestinians, signifyng as it did a
rejection of the chauvinism and
bigotry of the landowning and feudal
cl&gﬂes who mirrored the Zionists'
racism.

It is a slogan which LMEC, chaired
by Don Concannon MP, has also
fought against, representing as it
does a challenge to the legitimacy of
the Israeli state.

Now Socialist Organiser argues
that the democratic, secular state

slogan is a long term, maximalist de-
mand, not achievable without revolu-
tion in the Arab Easl too; and that
such a state would have to be a
socialist state,

This is true, but it is inconceivable
that Zionism can be overthrown
without major convulsions in at least
the surrounding states. The question
is whether a Palestinian state on the
West Bank/Gaza would be a step in
the right direction.
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loehn O'Mahony at the “Debating
Socialism"” weekend school describ-
ed the call for 2 states as being part of
a "democratic programme” and
agreed that such a demand would
have been part of just such a pro-
gramme in 192] when Ireland was
partitioned

Yet az Connolly remarked concer-
ning Ireland, partition would mean a
"Carnival of Heaction” both sides of
the border. Thers is no reason io
Erasume any differently with

alestine, Socialists who call for such
a state are in reality calling for an im-
perialist solution to the Palestinian
guestion, a solution which would
mean a bloodbath of the Left and the
Trade Unions and a state dependent
on both JIsrael and the Gulf
economically.

Working Class Unity

It was Lenin who argued for mak-
ing a clear distinction between the
nationalism of the cppressed and op-
pressor instead of conflating the two.
It is often forgotten that the Palesti-
nian working class are not oppressed
merely because they are workers but
because they are Palestinian, paid
less, without any union protection if
they live in the cccupied territories,
and as such migrant labour without
any of the political rights that [sraeli
Jewish workers enjoy.

History shows that when a settler
working class does break from simple
economic militancy, it is all too often
te pursue thoroughly reactionary
political objectives, e.qg. the Ulster
Lovyalist strike in 1974, A strike such
as the British Miners’ strike would be
inconceivable in Israel, becausze it
would challenge the very state itseli
Zionism, like Loyalism, represents an
inter-class alliance.

With the increase in unemploy-
ment in I[srael, there are increasing
demands to sack Arab workers in
order to reduce Jewish unemploy-
ment. The Israeli workers see the
Palestinian workers as their main
enemy, nol their bosses.

The Labour Zionists consciously
created a Jewish working class in
order to dispense with the Palesti-
nians, which is why the call by the
right wing extremist Kahane for the
sacking of Arabs and their expulsion
finds a ready audience — after all he
is merely echoing the 1920s and
1930z demands of the Histadrut —
Israel's major employer and also iis
Trade Union Federation — for
"lewish Labour and Produce”.

Zionism and Anti-Semitism

On this subject the Zionists have
been most sensitive and susceptible.
Accustomed to labelling their op-
ponents as anti-Semitic they have
found the charge that it was the
Zionist movemeni which collaborated
with anti-Semites and Nazis par-
ticularly galling.

Of course this isn't lo say that every
individual Zionist collaborated or was
even aware of what was happening.
But we shouldn't be reticent about
saying that Zionism undermines the




e ——————

fight against anti-Semitism, believing
as it does that anti-Semilism is in-
herent in Gentile (non-Jewish)
society.

According to Jeremy Green (G,
Ben Noah) of ISG writing in Socialist
Organiser, and Steve Cohen, there is
no difference between those who ac-
cuse Zionism of collaborating with
Nazism and the revisionist historians
of the fascist right who pretend that
the Holocaust never ocurred.

The JSG (and apparenily SO
forgel thal Zionism was a small
political current in pre-war European
lewry, reviled nol least by the
workers precisely because il played
in to the hands of the anti-Semites,
and was guoted by them.

Ironically Steve Cohen's own book
cites in ils bibliography Lucy
Dawidowic's War Against the Jaws.
Although it seeks to justify the Nazi
appointed Judenrat (Jewish Councils)
which ran the ghettoes, if one turns to
p- 118, we find that the paper of the
S8, Der Angriff, and the Mazi leader
Heydrich, make very clear distinc-
tions betwesn the Zionists (who
adhered to the ideas of “race” and
“nation”) and what are termed the
“assimilationists’; this is why the only
Jewish political organisations allowed
to operate in Nazi occupied areas
were Zionist ones! Only those who
confuse being Jewish with being a
Zionist can really believe that thoss of
us who point out the extent of Zionist-
Nazi cellaboration — economic deals
betwean Zionist Palestine and Nazi
Germany in defiance of an anti-Nazi
boycott; the hunting down of
resistance leaders in the ghettoes;
and the rounding up of Jews for the
cattle trucks that would take them to
Auschwitz — are the same as those
who deny there was a Holocaus!.

It is precisely because we reject
drawing an equation between being
Jewish and being Zionist that this is
not saying that the Jews were respon-
sible for their own extermination. Mo
one is suggesting thal the Zionisis
were reponsible: they were merely a

quisling, collaborationist movement,

And socialists distinguish between a
movement and the individuals who
comprise that movement,

Although many enuine anti-
fascist Zionisls were shocked by the
Kastner revelations in Israel in the
early '50s, when a major court case
revealed the extent of the collabora-
tion, amongst the leadership of the
Zionist Organisation there was a clear
understanding that the priority was
achieving a Jewish state and
everything else, including saving
Europe’s Jews, was secondary

In Israel today there s a
widespread leeling thal anti-
Semilism in Europe does no harm, as
it will “encourage” Jews to come to
Isreal (see The Red Lights ore
Flashing, by Rabbi Yehuda Amital,
in the Jewish Chronicle, 15.4.83),

For all the bluster by the Zionists
and JSG there has been no serious at-
tempt lo disprove the evidence col-

lected in the book by Lenni Brenner,
Zionism in the Age of the Dictators.

Anti-Semitism

For some, the question of anti-
Semitism is also proving problematic.
Jews in Britain are apparently op-
pressed because of anti-Semitism.
And because the vast majority of Jews
support the Israeli state, to call for its
destruction, and to ban Zionist
societies (as happened al Sunderland
Poly) is itself “anti-Semitic”, It is un-
fortunately evidence that some sec-
tions of the Left talk about oppression
without analysing the nature of that
oppression.

Jewish people in Brilain are not
discriminated against economically
or politically; do not suffer from state
racism, and are not subject to im-
migration controls, police harass-
ment, ete., bacause Jews are “white”
in this society.

Discrimination against Black peo-
ple is very real and directly related to
class. What there is is a legacy of
anti-Semitism ideclogically, which
manifesis itself in a form of perscnal
oppression — feeling different and
sometimes social exclusion. That
some Jews define themselves as op-
pressed does nol necessarily make
them so, especially when it is used —
as was the case in the Women's Move-
ment, in order to bry and justify the
oppression of ancther group.

This isn't to say that rscnal
racism isn't important or t anti-
Semitism won'l recccur or that i jsn'l
part of the ideclogical make-up of

fascist ideclogy: but that yesterday’s
victims of racism can become today’s
oppressors too.

Finally when socialists claim to
have a blueprint for Palestine in
which Israel can exist behind
redrawn borders, they forget the
Zionist nature of the Israeli state. That
Zionism from the beginning was ex-
pansionist; that its state depends sole-
ly on the support for the West and
United States whose interests it pro.
lects. Zionism without expansion is
like capitalism without exploitation.

Little wonder that John O'Mahony
stated that he doubted that Zionism
exisled any more, and that Israel is
just another state. And while some
pursue dreams of a non-Zionist, nor-
malised Israeli state, the reactionary
Kach and Tehiya forces grow by
leaps and bounds. Palls suggest that
the fascist right could contral 19 out
of 120 seats in the next Israeli
Knesset, a position held in 1949 by
Mapam — the "Marxist” Zionist party
which will now be lucky to control 3
seats next lime arocund.

Combine that with the accession of
General Ariel Sharon to the leader-
ship of Likud, and it should be ob-
vious that there isn't going to be even
a bantustan on the West Bank, still
less a Palestinian state.

It is abstract Marxism that ignores
the concrete and specific features of
a society, and drops a principled op-
position to Zionism and embraces in-
stead an illosory “solution” to the
Palestinian problem.

Some leading Ziontsts collaborofed with Hitler's forces: but this doss pol make every
Zionist o fascist
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Januvary 1649: the revolutionary English bourgeoisie executes King Charles [t four months later they crushed the rodical Levallers of

Burford.

British workers and
Ireland: Part I .....

THROUGHOUT history the most
aware and resolute elements of
the British labour movement —
particularly of its revolutionary
wing — have always rallied to
the cause of the Irish people. A
sure litmus test of British work-
ing class consciousness and
ideological independence from
its ruling class has always been
and remains its attitude to
Ireland.

Those workers who clearly
identified their own exploiter
did not slander or assault the
Irish immigrant. Those who
understood the nature of their
own political and military
overlords did not condemn the
Irish rebel.

Socralist Viewpoint, N

England's difficulty was not
only Ireland’s opportunity — it
was also the chance for the
British working class to seek
liberty in alliance with the Irish
people against a common
enemy. nversely, if the
British state tightened its grip in
Ireland then it would be
strengthened at home.

This historical survey hopes
to be a reminder that this is still
the case today.

England’s Bourgeois
Revolution and Ireland.

Rebellion in Ireland acted as cne of
the catalysts of the English Revolution
of the 1Tth Century. Initially,
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however, it was not sympathy with the
insurgents but popular fear that the
King intended unleashing a Catholic
"Papist army” {o massacre his op-
ponents — as the Protestant colonists
had been massacred in Ireland the
previous year — which compelled
many of parliament's supporters to
take up arms in 1642,

Then, with the final defeat of the
rovalist armies in Britain, the trium-
phant bourgeocisie, led by Cromwell
and his generals, were free to root out
the remaining nests of rovalists in
Ireland and at the same time to com-
plete the subjugation of the province.

The perversion of the revolution to
this end became the immediate cause
of the rift between the army Grandees
and the rank and file soldiery —
drawn {rom the small traders, artisans
Their

and farmers. economic




grievances over conditions of service
only aggravated deep dissatisfaction
with the increasing authoritarianism
of the generals and the failure to at-
tain many ol the democratic objec-
tivas of the Revolution. Preparations
lor the Irish expedition in 1649 pro-
vided the spark for mutiny and the
lirst declaration of support for
Ireland by English radicals, under
the leadership of the Levellers, the
most commitied republicans in the
Parliamentarian forces,

A Leveller pamphlet, The English
Soliders Standard...", produced for
circulation in the army, related the
conquest of Ireland to the suppres-
sion of democratic liberties at home.
“"For consider, as things now stand,”
it asked the soldiers:

“to what end you should hazard
your lives against the Irish. Will
you go on still to kill, slay and
murder in order to make [your of-

ficers] as absolute 1 and
muasters over Ireland as you have
made them over England? Or is it

your ambition to reduce the Irish to
the happiness of tithes... excise,
customs and monopolies in trades?
Or to fill their prisons with poer
disabled persons, to fill their
land with swarms of beggars.... to
take down monarchical tyranny
and sel up aristocratic tyranny...
before you go... see those evils
reformed here, that when occasion
shall justly invite you thither. you
may carry a good platiorm in your

hands. such a one as possibly they
will never light against.”
Another pamphlet justified the

Irish rebellion of 1641, posing the
question:

“Whether the English would not
do as the Irish have il the Irish
should dispossess and tyrannise
over them? Whether it be not
England’s duty to repent of the op-
pressions and usurptions over the
Irish nation by their Kings and
forefathers?”

Condeming all imperialism, it ad-
vocated that [reland be a "free state”.

After the execution of a scldier for
his part in the mutiny over arrears of
pay, troops elect a council of
"Agitators” to present their demands,
and one regiment refused to march to
the port of embarkation for Ireland. A
pamphlet stating their grievances
also expressed concern that they
were degenerating into a professional
and mercenary army.

“What have we to do in Ireland.
to fight and murder a people and a
nation. (for indeed [the Grandees]
are set upon cruelty and murdering
poor people which is all they glory
in} which haove done us no
bharm...?

The defeat of the hard-core
Leveller troops at Burford in May
1649 decided the fale of English
Radicalism and Irish Nationalism for
almost one and a half centuries. Not
only was the mutiny ended, but also
all Radical opposition to Cromwell's
regime was eradicated with il, clear-
ing the field for the rule of the

Generals, the ruthless reconguest of
Ireland and the ultimate restoration
of the monarchy. Political crises con-
tinued, culminating in the "Revolu-
Hon" of 1688 which established a new
King counterbalanced by a
landowner-merchant cligarchy in-
terasted in developing capitalism at
home and consclidating the Protes-
tant supremacy in Ireland.

In order to survive, British mercan-
tile and industrial capital had to pro-
tect its conlinuvally expanding
markeis againsi the growth of foreign
capitalism. Backed by armed might,
it had a host of Navigation Laws and
Tarilf barriers to give the English
bourgecisie ihe advanlage over
foreign rivals, including the trade
and manufacturers of the colonies.

Resentiul of these restrictions and
of the raising of taxes for an ad-
ministration over which they had no
control, the manufacturing
bougeoisie, planters, farmers and ar-
tisans of the American colonies rose
against the British governmen! in
1775. Their rebellion and its
philosophy as embodied in the
Declaration of Independence were to
have important repercussions on the
political systems of both Britain and
Ireland.

According to Walpole in 1776,
“All Ireland was America mad"”. Led
by the protestan! bourgecisie the
bulk of the Irish people involved in
trade and manufacture identified

their cause with that of the American

Socindial Viewpint, Mo

! war led in 17
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Cromwell: his bourgeots republic recon
quered [raland,

revolutionaries. Invasion fears caus-
ed by the entry of the French into the
to the formation of a
home guard, the Volunteers,
predominantly bourgecis, over-
whelmingly Protestant and increas-
ingly nationalistic. While Britain's
hands were still tied by the American
revoll this armed force was organised
behind demands for free trade and an
independent Irish parliament, gain-
ing by 1782 major concessions on
both I.{asa points.

The rapid development of the
capitalist mode of production had
outgrown the constitutional settle-
ment of 1688 and the majority of the
bourgecisie of both Britain and
Ireland were excluded from govern-
ment. Already galvanised by the
American revolution, bourgeois
parliameniary reformers received
further encouragement from the suc-
cesses of the Irish Volunteers, whom
some of them wished to emulate:

“Was it love of Ireland that made
Lord North anxious to hurry the
Irish bills through Parlioment?”
asked the speaker al one Yorkshire
meeting, "No! It was 64.000

onets planted at his breast.”

ut as the Gordon riots of 1780 and
the widespread unrest and bread
riots of 1783 showed, reform agitation
if taken too far would unleash forces
beyond the  control of the
bourgeocisie. It was for this reason



also that the French Revolution,
greeted with enthusiasm by many
Whig reformers in 1789, increasingly
terrified them as it became apparant
that its main driving force came from
the plebeian radicals and
republicans — the “'Sans-culottes”.

British Republicans and
Ireland.

The ideals of the French Revolution,
especially as articulated and
elaborated by Tom Paine in his
*Rights of Man" published in 1791,

ained thousands of lollowers in bath
grilnin and Ireland. To the horror of
the ruling class, common labourers
and arlisans were organising
politically under an internationalist
banner of Liberty, Equality and
Fraternity which elevated Reason and
the People above Church and King.
Sedition in all its guises was summed
up in one word — Jacobinism.

“Rights of Man" was banned in
1792 and Paine escaped toc France
from the threat of a capital convic-
tion. A number of his disciples in
England, Scotland and Ireland were
arrested, some imprisoned and others
transported, especially as the out-
break of war with France in 1793 had
added suspicion that they were plan-
ning to assist an invasion.

Groups like the United Irishmen
and the Corresponding Societies in
Britain, who had sought reform of
parliament and an extension of the
franchise, were thus prevented from
legal agitation and propaganda. The
Right to resist Tyranny was one of the
central themes of Jacobinism and the

more determined Republican
elements began to reorganise
secretly.

HRepublicans, protestant mer-

chants, professional men, tradesmen,
farmers, artisans and labourers and
their Catholic counterparts, in-
tegrated with the secret Catholic pea-
sant societies, The Defenders, to
build the United Irishmen into a
military orgnaisation by 1796. By the
following year United Irishmen were
also active in Britain.

After meatings with Father Quigley
(later hung for treascnable negotia-
tions with the French) members of the
London Corresponding  Society
founded the United Englishmen (or
Britons) on the model of the United
Irishmen. Under the influence of im-
migrants like Hobert Gray, a
warehouseman from Monaghan and
James Dixon, a Belfast weaver, the
United Enqiiahmen'a organisation
developed in Manchester and the ad-
jacent manufacturing  districts,
Quigley talked about the intention to
“revolutionise” England and
Scotland.

But it was in the fleet that the
Republicans had their most spec-
tacular successes. In the ships at
Nore and Spithead in 1797 lesterin
grievances about conditions erupte
into mutiny. On board some ships the
leadership ws assumed by members
or wmpa&isats of the Corresponding
Societies and the United [rishmen.

: ) - "‘-1. i
.ﬁ,.eg—_-:‘ %, e

(top) Carfoon depicts destruction of feudalism in French Revalution:

{above) A hostile view of the 1798 reballion.

There were about 15,000 Irishmen in
the navy out of a total of 120,000
sailors and marines and there is
evidence that United Irishmen had
enlisted specifically to spread disaf-
fection. Robert Lee from Dublin was
hung for forming a conspiracy at
Plymouth of soldiers and marines
sworn to make England, “like France
and Ameria, a free country”. Some of
the mutineers referred to the fleet as
"The Floating Republic” and discuss-
ed sailing to either France or Ireland.

However the Admiralty and the
government were territied by the
mere fact that Republican literature
was ciculating in the fleet and that
sailors and marines were aware that
they had "Rights" and were practis-
ing democracy by the election of a
committee of delegates to represent
them and to direct the mutiny.

After two months of negotiations
and mounting tension,with even the
Thames being blockaded for a while,
the mutiny collapsed in mid lune.
Twenty nine of the leaders were ex-
scuted, as many imprisoned and a
number brutally flogged. Although a

defeat, it marked the first time in
history when British and Irish
Republicans acted together.

Not only were United Irishmen
agitating in the British fleet but also
United Englishmen were agilating
among the Irish soldiers. Henry
Fellows, executed for his activities at
Maidstone,wrote to a  fellow
rapr“éblican:

itizen. I received your parcel
with the regulations, elc.. and am
obliged to you for sending the
Ulster address. as [ think it will be
productive to our cause, for they
seem to meet the approbation of
the citizens here. particularly the
Irish soldiers...”

He also requested 50 copies of
Paine’s "Agrarian Justice” which ad-
vocated land reform. The seeds of
social, not only political, revelution
were being sown.

An “Address from the United
Britons to United Irishmen" in
January 1798 expressed the commen
interests of the two peoples:

“Though labouring under the
yoke of the same oppression. the
sister countries have been dif-
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Ireland has
alwoys been the object of direct
and open violence, England of

ferently treated.

fraud... One good elfect has
however resul from the mutual
sufferings and mutual commisera-
tion: the prejudice of nations is
done away and the English burn
with the desire to hail the Irish as
freemen and bretheren.”

Another address to the "Brave and
Suffering Nation", from the London
Corresponding Society, condemned
the harsh repression which had
begun particularly against the Irish
peasantry. "... there are few in Bri-
tain who do not suffer with horror ata
recilal of the sufferings of the Irish
pecple...”

which

It included an appeal

echoed the Leveller pamphleais of the

English civil war:

“Soldiers, we have with the
deepest concern learned, that you
have. on some occasions, been in-
duced to viclate that humanit
which has heretofore characterise
British soldiers... lf you massacre
the Irish. will not the Irish in some
measure be justified in retaliating
upon the British... behave with the
manly firmness of British soliders.
not the desperate fury of
freebooters and assassins: such
conduct will endear you to your
relatives and friends by convincing
them that their happiness is dear to
you: it will restore peace and liber-

to Ireland. and consequently to
Britain.”

Faced with arms searches, the tor-
turing of suspects, threats ol
massacre from the Orange Lodges
and treachery in high places the
United Irishmen broke out into a
premature and ill co-ordinated insur-

Sociolist Viewpaini, N

rection. The uprising encapsulated
all the contradiciory elements of Irish
society. An urban-based, Protestant-
inspired organisation prepared a
struggle which resulted in a devout
Catholic peasantry rising under the
banner of a deistical republic!

The social nature of the rebellion
terrified many of the bourgecis
republicans but Anirim rose under
the United Irish leader Henry Me-
Cracken, a wealthy Presbyterian cot-
ton manufacturer, followed by Down,
undar another Protestani, the Lisbhurn
draper Henry Munroe, But as in the
rest ol Ireland, partially mobilised

and inadequately equipped, the
rebels in Ulster were bloodily
defeated.

Before the rising several leaders of
the United Englishmen were arrested
and the expected support from the
English republicans did not
materialise. A French force did ar-
rive in Ireland, but too late. Despite
these serious defeats and growing
disillusionment with the course of the
French Revolution undar
Buonaparte, the Republic spirit lived
on,
Surviving cells of both the United
Englishmen and United Irishmen
began to recrganise and delegates
continued to pass between the two
countries and France.

The United Englishmen clearly
thought in terms of 2 common strug-
gle stating their objectives as "The in-
dependence of Great Britain and
Ireland An equalisation of eivil
political and religious righis.” Iis
manifesto called on Englishmen to be
united and reminded them of the ex-
ample of [reland:

“...see her fertile plains ravaged
—  her  hospitable villages

1,
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The exacufion of Robert Emmel.

lundered and burned — and her
and Generous Soms but-
chered and exiled for no other
crime than the inflexible Love of
Liberty.”

One of the leaders of the United
Englishmen, arrested in 1798 but
released by 1800, was Marcus
Despard, a lormer army Colonel and
the son of an Irish landowner. He was
in contact with United Irish
emissaries in London and there is
evidence that via them a co-
ordinated uprising was planned —
possibly to coincide with a French
invasion.

In 1801 he visited Ireland and in
November of the following year he
was arrested at a meeling in a
Lambeth pub along with soldiers and
labourers, some of them Irish, who
ware accused of plotting a coup to
seize the Tower of London and other
sirategic points. As in the 1778
rebellion the signal for the United
Englishmen to rise throughout the
country was to have been the slopp-
ing of the mail coaches.

Despard and six comrade soldiers
were execuled and the United
organisation collapsed. Undeterred,
preparations continued lor ancther
insurrection by the United Irishmen
under Robert Emmett, but this
dissolved in a premature attempt
which only atiracted the support of a
few Dublin workers. Emmett followed
Despard to the gallows. Thus ended
the first round of Ireland’s struggle
for an independent Republic and the
beginning of a common cause bet-
ween the Irish and English people
through a decade of rapid and pro-
found social and political change.



Republicanism, working
class radicalism, and the
Act of Union.

Riots and disturbances were com-
monplace in eighteenth century Bri-
tain: against high food prices, wage
cuts, conscription and wunpopular
laws and governments. In Ireland
agrarian warfare and secret peasant
paramilitary societies were endemic,

But with the French Revolution the
' threat to the ruling class from such
viclence became potentially lethal.
For the first time since the Revolution
of the 1640s, there was a coherent
ideclogy and set of cbjectives to weld
all the diverse forms of discontent
together and target them againsi the
state and ruling class.

There was also a new factor — the
emergent working class concentrated
in the industrial towns of Britain and
the small master craftsmen in the
manufacturing areas who were
already feeling the impact of in-
dustrial capitalism.

These classes also existed in
Ireland where they provided the
backbone of a republican movement
of which the bourgeoisie formed
much of the initial brains and the
peasantry the muscle. Thus irom its
beginning the overriding character
of Irish and English republicanism
was plebian — a fact which must not
be obscured by the origins of some of
its leadars like Tone or Despard.

Faced with the fourfold spectre of
Jacobinism, social war, French inva-
sion and the loss of their prime col-
ony, it is not surprising that the reac-
tion of the British ruling class was
merciless. Apart from the ruthless
repression of the '98 rebellion, Parlia-
ment enacted a whole battery of laws
which served it, or set a precedent for
future action, against the popular
movements in Britain and Ireland for
the next century.

There were two other conse-
quences of the reaction to the
Republican movement which were to
affect the whole course of the future
struggle: the rise of the Orange
Order, and the passing of the Act of
Union.

The Orange Order originated in
1795 among Protestant linen weavers
in North Armagh who sought foreibly
to expel Catholics from the trade.
Powerful patronage was soon for-
thcoming from gentry in the com-
munity who saw the Orangemen as a
potential military auxillary against
the United Irishmen and Defenders
and as an ideological counterweight
to republican ideas amongst the
Protestants.

Orange lodges were formed and
incorporated into the local militias
which played a part in the suppres-
sion of the rising. But it was not only
in Ireland that the Orange Lodges
combated sedition. In 1812 Lan-
cashire magistrales recruited their
agents and special constables from
fellow members in their campaign
against the Luddites. Henceforth
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Orangeism was to spearhead loyalist
reaction amongst the working class in
both countries.

There was little support for the Act
of Union of 1801. Orange Lodges
either abstained or objected to it
because of the strong opposition to
Union from some powerful Protestant
interests. It was only conceded by the
Irish parliameni after the majority of

were covinced that participation
in the British parliament would be
more lucrative.

The attitude of the majority of pee-
le in Dublin was described by the
ritish minister Casilereagh:

"The lower orders are naturally
indifferent to the question but will
easily be set i;.cmﬂnrn should their
co-operation ome necessary to
the leading opposers of the
measure.”

Once passed, the Union was bound
to become the pivot of all political
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agitation in Ireland, whilsi for Britain
it ensured that Ireland was no longer
merely a colonial and military pro-
blem like any other province in the
empire, but a factor central to the
whole inter-party parliamentary
arena,

For British working class radicals,
it meant that the people of both coun-
tries had a common interest in refor-
ming the same parliment, controlled
by the same corrupt landed oligar-
chy, the “boroughmongers”, who
were responsible for economic
misery and social repression in Bri-
tain and Ireland,

NEXT MONTH:
Between Napoleon and the
First International
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Report from 4th
END Convention

By DAVE SPENCER

THE historical crisis of mankind is
reduced to the crisis of revolu-
tionary leadership. Without this
being solved. a
stated the Transit S
ransitional Programme

in 1938. How much more so does
that catastrophe faoce us nearly 50

later with the invention of the

Bomb and the insanity of the
m the ' I

on continuous oppression
of the workers and peasants of the
world.

Those who argue lor multilateral
nuciear dizarmament can see this month in
Geneva the Non-Prolileration Treaty sign-
ed by 136 countries in 1970 now in tatters
al its review, with the USA, USSH and
othere just ignoring the agreements. The
runcup to the 19-20 November “super-
powers” summil meeting sees both mides
llexing their muscles and consolidating
their positions rather than showing signs of
any peace agreement,

In this context, the END Annual Con-
vention has become very important as the
Internationsal Peace Corderence. The same
deacription applies 1o it as Trotsky applied
to thie pre- 1940 Anti-War Movement — on-
Iy more so:

"It bears witness to the fact that the class
struggle has overflowed the limits of the
traditional organisations ol the
prioletariat.”

The fact is thal the mass parties of the
working class and the Trade Unions,
despite occasionally paying lip service 10
unilaterial nuclsar disarment, have stood
by and allowed the arms race to continue
at f{remendous copt fo the world's
resources. [n general, Peace activists in
Amsterdam listened politely but with some
bewilderment and silence o speakers from

ﬂ

the OHficial Peace Movemants of Rumania,
Yugoslavia and China. and o Social
Democrats from the FRG and Holland,
They did nol ssem o hit a relevanl or
sincare note. .
At the same time there s 8 developing
consensus al END Conventions an certain
basic political principles whick are quite
distinct from - conventional = Stalinist or
Sorial Democratic politics. For example:

® Solidarity with national
liberation struggles.

It wae clear {rom the contributions of
Darlens Keju-lohnson from the Marshall
Islands and Holand Simbulan from the
Philippines that nuclear weapons and US
Imperialism and racism went very much
hand in hand. To get rid of one avil meant
to gel rid of the other. 5 persons from
Hicaradua and South Alrica were also en-
Ihustndifﬂ]l;e:*slmmed by the Conven-
tion, where ce-and the fight against op-
pression were linked.

@ Support for human rights
struggles in Eastern Europe.

There has besn a tremendous increase
in contact and dialogue over the last year
with the Independent Prace Movemesnts in
Eastarn Europe, all of whom insist forostul-
ly upon the link betwesn the struggle for
Worid Peace and the siruggle lor
democratic rights in Esslern Europe,

Most ol the méembers were physically
prevenied {rom attending the Convention
but sént messges by one route or another.
A letter ol greeting o the Convention from
Loch Walesa was read oul; a copy of the
discussion between Jacek Kuron and Ujent
lan Faber (Secretary of the Dulch TKV)
was given o all delegates, as was an in-
teresting  booklst “The Anatomy of a
Reticenue” by the th‘jniuywrﬁhr and
Charter 77 spokesperson Vaclav Havel

- O iy

New!

Perhaps the first attempt
at an objective and
coherent political
analysis of the miners’
strike and its lessons for
the workers' movement.
postage. from Socialist
Viewpoint, BCM Box
3956, London WCIN 3XX.
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Smuggled videos were shown of discus-
gion by Charter 77 spokespersons, in-
cluding lri Hajek, Foreign Minister under
the Dubcek regime, by the Rus-
sians in 1968, and of members of the
Moscow Trust group who still hold weskly
saminars and monthly demonstrationa, in
spite of constant harassment and imprison-
ment. The Convention itsell gave lengthy
ovations ‘to Ferencz Misziwetz, a young
researcher from Budapest University who
spoke on behalf of the Hungarian Dialog
?mup and Vilaly Barbash of the Moscow

rust GMLE::S;P]TD was recently expelled
from tha U ¢

® Learning from the women's
movement.

At the tirst END Convention in Brussels,
(] Commaon women and their sup-
poriers stormed the stage demanding a
voice, Thit year women had their
autonomous meetings and workshops but
also lod mixed workshops and participated
vary fully in the whole Convention on the
platlorm and in discussion. Theré was
almost an egual number of women and
men delegates. The male organisers and
most male participants seem to have taken
the point that there is a link betwsen the
fight against male dominance and the fight
for Peace.

Broadening the Peace
Movement.

The mass West Europsan Pesace
Movements developed to oppose the
deployment of Cruise missiles. In these
countries, like West Germany, Britain and
Italy, where Cruise has already arrived,
there has been a certain demoralisation in
the Movement.

Thmhpeﬁmmjsm was expressed strangely
enough In the opening spesch by the
Duteh TEV Secretary Usent Jan Faber —
whith # nothing else was at loast
refreshingly honest.

In Holland, the government has
ﬁo&'[pc'ﬁ&d ite decision on Cruise until

ovamber | this year. In a way this shows
the success of the Peace Movement, on the
other hand the postponement has taken
away the prolest momenium since
everybody believes the government will
?mﬂ in'to NATO in the end. The Dutch
KV are conocentrating on a national door
to door petition before Navember 1.

The Spanish movement has grown enor-
moisly, putting over | million people on
the strests of Madrid lo protest against
Reagan's visil o Spain. They belleve they
will win the natienal relerendum acgains!
Spain joining NATO,

The French Movement CODENE at cne
time was very small because both the
Communist Party and the Socialist Parly
support French independent nuclear
pndicii] Hm'm;ur it has grown eon
siderably over the lag year campaigning
againsi EUREKA and against nuclear
testing in the Pacific

The West Garman movement is clearly
in & state of confusion after the deployment
of Cratse and the entry of the Greens info
focal and national government.

These national fluctuations are of course
cm.l.nm to. be -expected withoul any
authoritative palitical Isadership. Never
theless the discussion and dialogue help
each qzu-ui:l fo benefit from the ex-
periences of others, be they deleats or suc-
ceszes. From these Conventions as [ aald
sarlier, an encouraging broad consernisus
ir developing. A mass mobilisation in one
country would gain an immediate
response all over Europe. For example,
numerous delegates expressed their ad-
miration lor the British miners’ sirike and
had spontanecusly started collections in
their own areas
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If you thought the only choices on Cuba were to support

Castro or support Ronald R . th .
Budicol Face of St T oo you should read Cuba:

Dissecting the politics and evelution of the Cuban leadership.
this book reasserts the need for a Trotskyist party and pro-

gramme in Cuba. and presents the events firmly in their global
context.
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