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| Foot.

In a foolhardy and
fraudulent move, Michael
Foot last week attemp-
ted to protect Dennis
Healey from the strong
challenge mounted by
Tony Benn and from the

hostility of Labour’s
rank and file.
L.ike a ganic-stricken

mountaineer in a hare-
brained rescue bid, he lashed
himself to the falling body
of Dennis Healey.

But the upshot of this-
_gamble could be that a

defeat for Healey as Deputy
l.eader brings loot, too,
crashing from his unstable
position as Party leader.
Indeed the whole
‘““challenge” thrown down
by Foot 1s a transparent

| fraud.

Could win

On the one hand Foot
knows full well that Benn
could win against Healey,
and by doing so tilt the
whole  political balance
within the Labour Party and
the trade union movement.

On the other hand he
also knows that for Benn to
run against Foot would be
simply a propaganda exer-
cise, conducted without the
slightest prospect of victory,
and thus guaranteed to leave
the present right wing
domination of the Party
intact.

Of course on a certain
level Foot’s argument is

- valid. In challenging the

record of thee Shadow
Cabinet, which has mounted
no serious fight to imple-
ment Party  Conference
policies, Benn is in reality
challenging not simply
Healey but also Party leader

The fact that the one-
time “left”-talking Foot has
become little other than a
tattered dummy on the knee
of Healey and the right wing
is plain for all to see. Any
attempt . to  distinguish
between them is pointless.

Foot’s illjudged efforts
to shield Healey from Benn’s
attack simply confirm this
view.

Sharpest form

But it is Benn’s campaign
for the Deputy Leadership

‘which has brought out this

link in its sharpest, most
unmistakeable form. Even
while proclaiming his con-
tinued support for Ioot,
Benn has succeeded —per-
haps more than he ever
wanted to  succeed!—in
exposing him as an agent of
the right wing.

It 1s doubtful indeed
whether loot’s last-ditch
manoeuvre will shake any of
the potential support for
Benn.

Within the trade unions,
opinion is already largely
polarised betwecn right and
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left wing candidates—with
nonentity John  Silkin’s
candidacy serving only to
increasc Healey’s chances.

It is on the outcome of
the manoeuvres of right wing
union bureaucrats -in the
big unions, and not at all on
the swaying of rank and file
support, . that the political
future of both Healey and
Foot now hangs.

Conferences vital

.Healey - can  already
count. on 2 million trade
union votes—nearly half of

-them from the AUEW. Benn

on the other hand can so far
reckon on only around one
million votes, having secured
support  from ASTMS,
ASLEYF " SOGAT,  TASS,
I'TAT and the Bakers Union
and support from the NUPE
leadership in a ballot of their
members.

This is why the two big
unton conferences in the
next few weeks are vital. It
would be a major reverse for

the right wing were Benn to

secure the backing of the
GMWU (in conference this
week): but there must be a
real chance of Benn’s rank
and file supporters over-
turning the union's lxecu-
tive to secure support at the
TGWU conference on- June
22-26.

Were they to do so, Benn
could then hope to win the
backing of the NUM and

definitively squash Silkin’s
red herring candidacy.

As the pro-Hecaley lobby
(embracing the  whole of
Labour’s right wing and the
Tory press) are reinforced in
their anti-Benn campaign by
former and fake ‘lefts’ such
as - I'oot, Ncil Kinnock and
TGWU deputy leader Alex
Kitson, the issues at stake
in this deputy leadership
contest become clearer than

- €VCI.

In extending our critical
support to Benn, and cam-
paigning for CLPs, MPs and
trade unions to be mandated
to support his campaign we
are not defending his inade-
quate and confused policies:
we are lending our support
to the struggle by Labour’s
rank and file to cleanse the
Party’s leadership of lackeys
of the IMIF, NATO and the
) S

In striking a blow against
the Healey/l'oot leadership,
the election of Benn would
underline the growing
demand for party democracy
accountability and a genuine
alternative to the right wing
politics of the last l.abour
government.

And in the fight- to oust
Healey a new Jcadership can
and must be built in the left
wing of the labour move-
ment, cquipped to ofter a
worked out alternative o
the politics of class collab-
oralion and piccemeal
reform.

[VIC
HUNGER

The June 13 demon-
stration in support of the
H Block hunger strikers
is an important focus for
the growing move
towards solidarity with
the Irish struggle.

It has taken the trauma
of the deaths of four brave
republican prisoners  on
hunger strike in Long Kesh:
it has taken years of patient
political work by a handful
of anti-imperialists in the
teeth of a barrage of imper-
1alist propaganda, but at long
last there are signs that
important sections of the
British labour movement are
beginning to respond to the
struggle of their Irish
brothers and sisters.

Bobby Sands’ election as
MP in Fermanagh/S. Tyrone
—with more votes cast for

him than Margaret Thatcher

got 'inﬁ"nl Tory Finchley—

coupled with the sacrifice of
his death, and the colossal
turn-out on his funeral In
Belfast appear finally to have
touched an apparently ossi-
fied nerve in the British
working class.

Whether or not they
agree with the politics and
tactics of the IRA, more and
more workers are recognising
that Sands, his fellow hunger
strikers, - and other
republican prisoners are 10l
—as the press depicts them—
simply isolated ‘“‘criminals™,
but prisoners of war, with
huge popular support
captured in the course of
their struggle against an
occupying army.

The explosion of anger of
black youth agamst contin-
ual state harrassment in Brix-
ton also brought home to

Demonstrate
Saturday 13 June

SUPPORT THE IRISH PRISONERS’
FIVE DEMANDS!

STOP THE DEATHS!

Assemble 1.30 p.m. at Finsbury Park
| March to Hyde Park

Called by the H Block/Armagh
Committee
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Militant united action
by black workers in the
South African motor
industry has won a major
victory against the capit-
alists and their strike-
breaking weapons of
mass victimisations. |

LLast week, management
at Firestone Tyre factory in
Port Elizabeth were forced
to reinstate immediately
some of the 160 workers
they had sacked in February
after a strike, and to promise
to take back the rest. |

This victory was won by
substantial blacking and

mass strike action Dby
workers at Fords, General

‘Motors and Firestone itself.

| Break'thro’ugh

it is a major break-
through for the whole
workers’ movement in the
face of a class enemy that
uses the vicious weapons of
mass unemployment and
police terror against workers
fichting for their needs and
interests.

This forced retreat for
the capitalists came at the
same time as their apartheid
state was using 1its army (o
try to crush a mobilisation
of black youth in Johannes-
burg.

Workers at Fords and GM

had taken blacking action in

April against Firestone tyres,

in response to-a call by the

160 victimised workers for

support in their struggle for

reinstatement.

This solidarity action. was
extended into a strike by

From back page

TASS said the
analysts is  based on
“Marxist-Leninist positions™.
Neues Deutschland says the
Forum was the only political

group which had correctly
assessed the present situation
in Poland.

The Czech press has said
that the Forum represented
the ‘healthy
Polish CP, and according to
the Mommg Star ,went-on to

attack certain pubhc figures
advocating

in Poland for
“Trotskyite principles’”.

Polish strikers

- determined

Forum’s

core” of the

T

Bl Landrovers in action against _Soiwei'g) blacks

about 2 000 workers at these
plants on May 20. Then on
May 21 they were joined in
united strike action by the
1500-strong . workforce at
Firestone..
In the face of umted and
class action

which was crippling. profits

~and threatening to escalate

through wider sections of

‘the black workiny class, Fire- -
stone bosses. were forced to_
back down.

The task facmg workers |
must now be to make sure

~ Even previously
reserved an leade.-
ship has w.ighed in with a
defence of the Forum.

- Solidarity has declared
that the statements were a
permit. for Soviet interven-
tion and likened the way the
situation was assessed to that
in Hungary in 1956 and
Czechoslovakia in 1968.

"~ The real reason for these
attacks on the Polish work-

ing class is the continuing

development of their anti-

- bureaucratic struggle, which

reinstate

- deputy premier

- ted.

that management is forced
to stick to its agreement to
every victimised
worker.

The Firestone struggle.

has shown the way forward
to united

class action in
defence of any group of

~workers under attack. [t is a
fighting example of class

solidarity - to . workers in

South - Africa and inter- .

‘nationally .
Every moblhsatlon of
“black . workers
| Afnca is confronted with the

da

cannot be stopped by the
bureaucracy or their church
allies.

This week the Roman
Catholic church called on

Solidarity not to engage in

any more strikes for 30 days
as a mark of respect for the
-dead Polish Primate.

But the Solidarity leader-
ship voted by 22-13 to go
ahead with a two hour warn-
ing strike in four northern

provinces over the fact that

the police who beat up trade

union leaders in Bydgoszcz

have still not been brought
to justice.

This strike will take place |

just as the two month mora-

~torium on -strikes ends. It

was decided to have a warn-
ing strike instead of a general

~ strike but the .pressure is on

for more extended action.

'Exhausted

A Central Committee
meeting of the Party has
now been convened to
discuss the warning strike
and the next moves and
Rakovsky
has said that the ability of
the government to compro-
mise has now been e\haus-

Meanwhile four members

| of  the anti-communist Con-

federation of [Independent
Poland have been releascd

~has.

in - South _

~ political

rising trend of victimisation
by capitalists and their apar-
theid state. Every group of

workers in struggle needs to
be able to draw on the sup-
port . and strength of their
- class brothers and sisters— -
in South Africa, Britain and

in other countries.

The Firestone struggle
shown the strongest
forms of independent class

action for building support
and solidarity. It has shown

the weapons that are already
in the hands of workers.

from jail pending thelr tnal
on June 15.
Even the release of these

reactionaries 1s a'blow to the -
because - it -

bureaucracy
challenges their right to
imprison people snnply for
their political views and not
for actions against the
workers’ state. |

‘Workers’ court
If they have carried out

" such acts, then they should

be brought before an inde-
pendent workers’ court.

The fact that there are
now no unions outside of

Solidarity and the collapse -
official

of the so<alled
unions has been underlined
by the fact that it is Lech
Walesa and a Solidarity dele-
gation that is representing
Poland at the annual 1LO
conference in Geneva.

For years leaders of the
official unions have - been
attending, representing no-
one but themselves.

Walesa has shown his
weakness in his
statements at the confer-
ence.

Although he has said it 1s

not the workers® struggles

that have created the econ-

OMIiC. CTISIS 1N Polmd he has
Snegested the s.f St;hd iraty,
may L lamt we
because ot the n CTISIN

. from

- fellow BL workers,

-action,

~demands
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L strike!

t - the present  time,
there are crucial struggles
being fought in South Africa

.that can be greatly strength-

ened by supporting action
labour ._

the Bntlsh

movement.

500 strikmg workers at .

RowntreeMacKintosh’s sub-

sidiary Wilson-Rowntree in
East London are fighting for
- reinstatement and recogni-

tion of their union.

And at
owned subsidiary in Cape
Town workers are resisting
the attempts of BL manage-
ment to crush their strike for

decent wages and against

victimisation. :
- 2,500 BL workers struck

.on-May 14 to reject a miser-
able wage offer. They were

all  sacked for refusing to
obey a return-to-work com-
mand from management on
May 20.

Reinstatement

The workers are demand-
ing an adequate wage and
reinstatement of all strikers.
A solidarity campaign in

support of the BL struggle

has been launched Dby
unions, workers’ community
organisations and  youth
orgamsattons in Cape Town. -

In Britain, the Leyland
Action Commlttee and the

5/293 TGWU Branch at

Cowley Assembly plant sent
messages of support to their

pledged to fight for the
maximum possible solidarity
inctuding: blacking
and strlke action.

This fight has been taken
turther in the calls for action
in a leaflet given out at the
Cowley plants and at. an

LAC public meeting In
Oxford on June 2.
Since . then, Oxford

" Trades Council has taken up

a 5/293 resolution to organ-
isc a public meeting with
speakers from BL and organ-
1sations
Britain for solidarity .

At a Bl Combine Com-

‘mittee meeting on June S, an
from  the

- amendmmt
Cowley TGWU Qhop; o
Stewards Committee  was
carried, calling for all

BL’s wholly-

- with

and

campaigning  in

| dem ocratically -

possible blackmg action in

support of the South African
workers.
Convenors are d:rected to

" investigate all links between .
~ their plant ;and the South
African plants

what blacking action can be
taken against, supplies and to

report back, to the next.
_ Combine Commltt:ee meet-

.1ng

Clear lead

The cﬂ.mpalgn bemg

taken up in'BL gives a clear

and solid lead to solidarity
action in S$upport of other

- struggles. In particular the
- same fight must be takenup
Rowntree-MacK intosh
‘workers and in their unions,

- for action in support .of~

Wilson-Rowntree workers in
South Africa..

In October 1980 workers
at the Wilson-Rowntree fac-

‘tory in East. London were

reprimanded for fixing a
machine. It was said they
had done fitters’ work.

In February 1981 three
workers were  asked to
perform the same type of

work. They refused, know-

ing from the previous inci-
dent that unless they got
written permission from the

foreman they could be
sacked
. They also asked to be

ald for ‘doing the fitters’
work (the rate for the job).
The foreman refused to
give them written authoris-
ation so they downed tools
and were instantly dismissed.

(They were not even sacked
_proper.

through the
procedure). -

Committee

‘Within weeks, workers
from other departments
protested by downing tools
until such . time as these
three workers were rein-
stated. They also
sacked. .
- . The workers’ commlttee

909 of those that have
joined the South African
Allied -  Workers - ~Union

(SAAWU), *negotlated ‘with

management but to no avall.

. missed..

has been -able

~of labour.

to assess

- apartheid state,

‘holding back

were

elected by ~

‘Management only recog- |
nises the unrepresentative.

registered Sweet Workers
Union which has apartheid
“built into its constitution.

Conseguently  manage-

. ment is afraid of SAAWU

because it truly represents
the workers interests. .
After fruitless negotia-

tions the rest of the workers:

downed tools and were dis-
Management has

now sacked 500 striking
workers. |

. - Pool of labour :

" Thousands of _'peopl'e are

unemployed in the Eastern
Cape and Wilson-Rowntrees
to draw
replacements. from tlus pool'
of the

"All but 'One

' 'workers committee members

are in jail where they have:

- been on hunger strike.

Management 1s workmg

with the Ciskei Security
Police to  break  the
SAAWU’s strength.

SAAWU has called a boy- |
cott of all Wilson-Rowntree
products.

This boycott is ‘being
supported in Cape Town by
workers, students and many

| commur_uty organisations, as
‘well as in other urban areas.
~ Back in the UK the,

- majority )
‘RowntreeMacKintosh are L

of workers i

members of the - TGWU
| -GMWU and USDAW. o
" These unions are in

 collaboration with Rowntree .
-Mackintosh through a Joint
: _Negotlatmg Council (INC).

Tt is believed that on May. - |
18 the National Officers of
these three unions had secret

-talks with' Rowntrees chair-
- man on the: sﬂuatlon in
- South Africa.

~ The shop stewards’ dele-
gates on this JNC had no . |
- knowledge of this until now.
- Confirmation of these secret

talks is being sought. Only
a Rowntree workers strike in
the UK will win this one.

- Speeches

The union of the South
African workers has already
appealed in February to the
TUC for support. But
workers in Britain who saw
this reported on TV have
heard nothing from TUC

 leaders as to what they are
- doing to mobilise action.

These leaders are happy .

to ‘make rousing speeches
‘against apartheid in general

but act to block class action
in support of specific

- struggles by black workers

against capitalists and their
They are
the same leaders who are
struggles in
Britain around jobs, wages,

-social services and demo-

cratic rights.

*The TGWU 5/60 Branch
representing  the  entire
membership in BL’s Body
Plant, meeting on Sunday

~ passed a resolution of solid-
- qrity and callmg for blacking
action,
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Diirergence of style
.and policy are already

beginning to -show up
within the ranks of
Mitterand’s ‘government
of all tendencies’ within
the Parti Socialiste.

While it is still too early
for public disagreements to
have been voiced among
ministers, and while they

will try to keep quiet about

possible discords before the
elections, there is no doubt
that Mitterand’s attempt to
build a government out of all
the different types of ‘social-

ist> is not going to last too

long. |

The first reason is that
the legislative elections will
give a clearer picture of the
mood of the people, and
therefore allow Mitterand
and his Prime Minister
Mauroy to lean more strong-
ly in one direction or
another. |

But the second reason is
that the range of views and
styles which they have tried
to accommodate within the
government is simply too
broad, and cannot lead to
the development of a coher-
ent approach—and if there is
one thing the French elector-
ate loathes above all els¢ it
is incoherence.

Divisions

In this week’s develop-
ments, we begin to see the
divisions opening up
between the energetic
reforming zeal of the feft’
of the party, as shown by
the package of social
measures announced on
Thursday, and the openly
right wing militarism shown
by the new defence minister
Charles Hernu in his oppos-
ition to the spread of the
campaign for soldiers’ rights.

The socital measures
enacted by the Conseil des
Ministres includes a 10% rise

Mitterand

in the value of the statutory
minimum wage (SMIC) to
take effect from 1 June.
After taking account of
the 3.3% increase in prices
over the last three months,
this will leave the lowest
paid some 6. % better off.

Socialist Press
‘pamphlet on
Southern Africa

Price 60p (including postage) from
WSL. BM Box 5277, London WCIN 3XX
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Such a major lift in the

SMIC is certain to trigger a
wave of wage demands to
maintain differentials, and
the bosses are already
expressing concern about

" this ‘knock on’ effect.

The government is main-
taining a cautious approach
to this aspect of the wages
question, and has not yet
promised any further review
of the SMIC, but has remin-
ded the country of its ‘long

By the time this issue
of Socialist Press 1s on
sale voting will be almost
over in the Irish elections

on Thursday June 11.

Twelve candidates are
standing on a platform

~ designed to make the ques-

tion of the British imperial-
ist presence in the North the
main issue in the clection.

The 1{our Long Kesh
hunger strikers, four other
Long Kesh prisoners of war,
and © Mairead. P'arrell trom
Armagh women’s gaol are all
standing as candidates with
the backing” of a campaign
mounted by the National
H Block/Armagh Commit-
tee.

In addition H Block
campaigner Vincent Doherty
is standing against Prime
Minister on behalt of the
Pceoples  Demo-
Cracy group. |

Paddy Healy of the Trot-
skyist League for a Workers

Irish w
to the

Free State and the British
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term’ intention to bring

about some degree of catch-

ing up between the bottom
and the middle of the
national wage scales.

Firms will be partly com-
pensated for the extra cost
of the SMIC increase by a
reduction in the level of
social security contribution
required of them in the case
of the lower paid workers.

Other measures included
in the social package are an

orker
polls

Republic and also a promin-
ent member of the National

H Block Committee is stand-

ing as a ‘Trade Unionist

against H Block’ candidate -

in Dublin North East.
And Scan Kelicher, son
of veteran republican leader

- Tom Kellcher, is standing on

behalf of the H Block action
group in Cork South West.

The lrish - preferential
vote system, together with
multi-seat  constituencies,
offers Irish  workers the
opportunity to vote both for
H Block and other candi-
dates. . -

While it is not clear 1f
they can repeat the success
of Bobby Sands, they are
nevertheless hikely to attract
a substantial vote.

The H Block Committee
has issued criteria by which

to judge other candidates -

all of which revolve solely
around the prisoncers and the
hinks between the bourgeois

———rRe e

Mitterand wobble

Our French Correspondent Ernie Stubbins loo:lgs at

the run up to the Nziti_Onal Assembly elections

increase of 20% in the
minimum pension, to 1700
francs per month and 25%
increases in a range of family
allowances, allowances to
the handicapped, and rent
allowances.

The last case will come as
a disappointment to many
low paid workers who were
expecting increases of up to
$50%.

Further announcements

go

repression in the North.
But there are other issues
which will also be weighed in
the minds of working class
voters in Ireland —not least
the immediate question of
jobs and living standards.
With the Irish Labour

Party standing for the first

time in ages for election
without any prior commit-

‘ment to a coalition with the

right wing opposition party
I'ine Gael, it is likely that
many trade unionists will

lend their electoral support

to the party sponsored by
their untons.

Such support needs to be
followed through by a sus-
tained  fight against ' the
politics of coalition and class
collaboration. |

in any eventi, no maticr
how ‘radical’ the verbal
stance of Haughey’s Fianna
Fail or Blaney’s Independent
f*ianna Fail on the national
question it must be clear
that such parties of the bour-
geoisie offer no independent
way forward to the working
class or those fighting for the
removal of British troops
from the North and a united
Irish workers’ republic.

ing organisation,

- direction,

“but in

~are pfomised for June 10

(expected to include a
scheme to create 40,000
new public sector jobs and
for June 17 (on reducing the
cost of credit to small and
medium sized firms, and an
index . linked savings
measure).

Weekly meetings

This programme  of
announcements makes clever
use of the system of weekly
meetings of ministers each
followed by press confer-
ences, which is the way

‘things are usually done in
France, in the run up to the

legislative elections. |
At the%ame time the new
ministers of housing and
education have been making
public statements “about
their own plans and
programmes for improved
conditions.

But as quickly as they
try to peddle the image of

the Parti Socialiste as a

forward looking and reform-
defence
Hernu drives
the. opposite

minister
furiously . In

In a televised interview

on Tuesday he stated that it
was ‘inconceivable’ - that
there should exist soldiers’
committees in the French
army, and that they would
have to be dissolved where
ever they were found.

‘Inconceivable’ or not,
these committees exist, and
not just in the French army
several European
armies.

In fact the committees
have gone out of their way
to avoid embarrassing the
left parties in their campaign
against Giscard.

They actually cancelled
their planned European Con-
oress, which was due to have
taken place in Paris between
the two rounds of the Presi-
dential election. -

The Parti Socialiste’s pro-
gramme declares itself in
dpposition to what it calls
‘anarchic® soldiers® commit-
tees, by which it means
organisations created by the

soldiers themselves to repres-

ent their interests.

But it was in support of a
series of democratic reforms
of the present system of
‘Regimental Committees’
which include a minority of
representatives ~ from  the
ranks, and who are in any
case selected by the com-
manders.

The PS  programme
promised a system of unit
committees to be elected by
secret baiot; Hernu seems 1o
be in no hurry to implement
this promise.

[t is unlikely that the
soldiers’ movement will let
the PS -off this particular
hook. Already there are
fierce arguments  raging
about the right of officers

and commanders to censor

electoral literature sent to

~ the barracks and living quar-

ters of the soldiers.
Troubled conscience
It is -certain that this

issue will continue-to trouble
the conscience of the PS

‘up to the last day of the
election campaign and into

the life of the
Assembly. |

- Hernu also announced
the resumption of the series
of nuclear weapons tests on
the pacific atoll of Mururoa,

- next

. -~ campaign.
Army committees

suspended since 25 May.
The decisions involved in
the suspension and resump-
tion are likely to remain
shrouded in secrecy for some
time yet. | -
There has certainly been
opposition from  several
pacific states, notably New
Zealand, to the carrying out
of previous series of tests,
and the suggestion has been
widely circulated that the
most recent series of tests

- have involved a neutron
bomb prototype. |
Qbviously any public

admission of the existence
of a neutron bomb testing
programme would  have
important electoral conse-
quences, and the ~whole
matter is being dealt with
cautiously. '

It was only after a private
discussion with Mitterand
himself that Hernu felt able
to announce the resumption
of the test series. ‘

- Tendencies

For Mitterand, balancing
the conflicting tendencies

“within the PS continues to

be a major headache, as the
controversy over the -
appointment - of  Regis
Debray ‘to his Secretariat
shows. - ' o

However, this is nothing
compared to the problems
he is likely to encounter in
the course of the election

In ‘next week’s Socialist -
Press we hope to have full
details of the electoral pact
concluded between the PS
and the French Communist
Party, designed to switch
votes in the second round to

the most successful left
candidate from the first
round.

At the time of writing
it seems that Mitterand has
succeeded in concluding
such a pact without extend-
ing any promise of govern-
ment positions to Commun-
ist Party members but it is

highly unlikely that this can

lead to a stable formation
of government.

Almost  certainly there
has been some secret deal

~arranged with Marchais to

the effect that the PCF will
have some form of recog-
nition of its contribution to
the vote, but that the extent
of this will depend on how
far the election result shows
a swimg to the left in the
country as a whole.

Break from past
All this wheeling and

 dealing is of course part of

the fabric of French political
life. It should not blind us to
the need for a serious break
with the kind of political

"the French

tradition which has held
back the French working
class since the war.

The demand now must
continue to be for a joint
government of the PS and
) Communist
Party but without the bour-
geois ‘left radicals’ of the
MRG. Workers must demand
that such a government of
their mass parties govern
directly in the interests of
the working class and peas-
ants. |

Without this fundamental
realignment it 1s only a

‘matter of time until Mitter-

and’s balancing skill fails him
and leaves the country to fail
back into the hands of the
right wing.
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Heseltine vilified by cuts demonstrators

Don Conéannon must
be seriously looking over
his shoulders these days.

His reactionary visit to
Bobby Sands’ death bed to
declare his support for Tory
repression  in Ireland far
from expressing the mood of
the Labour Party now looks
more like the bitter rantings
of a petty bureaucrat who
sees he has lost control.

Symptomatic of this are
the moves in Leicester in
both local unions and the
Labour Party. Ireland has
In the past month, become
the sharp edge of discussion.

Signature
First, following South
constituency MP Jim
Marshall’s signing of the

early day motion regretting
Sands’ death the General
Management Committee
issued a press statement
supporting Marshall’s action
and the campaign for
political status and also held
a minute’s silence for Sands.
Then, during the selec-
tion meetings for a candidate
to replace Social Democrat
Tom Bradley in East con-
stituency, City Council
Labour Group leader Pete
Soulsby declared himself, at
an SEA meeting, in favour of
political status and troops
out and called for an end to
bipartisanship. |

Fighting

The local Tory rag,
Leicester  Mercury —owned
by the Daily Mail-was hys-
terical with rage. But worse
was to come. Last week,
against the wishes of qll its
officers, the local Trades
Council re-affirmed its sup-
port not only for political
status, but also for troops
out, Irish self determination
and the scrapping of the
Prevention of Terrorism
Act,

All this against a back-
ground of open witch-hunt-
ing in which Paul Hoare,
Trades Council President —
with typical impartiality —
advised delegates that since
no union nationally suppor-
ted such policies no delegate
should really be able to vote

in favour of the four
demands. When delegates
from NUPE, AUEW,

UCATT, APEX and TASS
proceeded to lambast this

Craven covering up for army

repression in Ireland, and to
win the vote, the officers
responded in truly “repres
entative’ fashion.

“Concern”

The Leicester Mercury
was allowed to print a state-
ment from Brian Prangle,
Trades Council Secretary |
expressing concern at this

democratic vote and urging
unions to carefully investi-

© campaign to
branches and Labour Party

Thousands more jobs
and vital public services
provided by local author-
ities throughout the
country face the axe as a
result of the latest To
spending cuts. |

Environment Secretary
Michael Heseltine has
announced that £450 million
In government grants are to
be withheld from English
councils unless they submit
new cuts in their spending
by the end of this month.

This means in reality a
cut of £900 million in the
budget of local government.
And in case councils try to
dodge the necessity for
actual cutbacks by imposing
supplementary . rate
demands,  Heseltine is
planning to force through
new legislation to give him
dictatorial power to limit
rate rises. .

In Scotland seven local
councils already face an
ultimatum: either ~ they
impose swingeing Tory cuts
or face a loss of £63 million
in grants.

£53 million of this is to
come from just one council—
Lothian, Scotland’s second
largest regional council-
where Labour has a majority
of one. |

Lothian council leader
Phyllis Heriot has said that
to make cuts of this huge

........

Oxford c'am;az'gnerx |
mount vigil  for dead

“hunger strikers.
- gate how their delegates had

voted., Such statements are
an obvious cue for right wWing
Inspired witch-hunts of Irish
militants and the left on
Ireland .

Union branches

The left must respond by
building the newly establish.
ed local Labour Committee
on Ireland, stepping up the
win union

wards to the four demands,
and by countering the witch-

‘hunters by asking now “who

do they speak for?” The
elected delegates who estab-
lished Trades Council policy
or the embattled right wing

rump in the labour move-

ment who want to bureay-
craticallty defend imperialist
domination in Ireland.

order would mean the loss ot

up to 6,000 jobs in the

region and ‘‘decimate’ vital

SETVICES.

The council has clung in
recent years to the policy of
preserving local services by
raising the rates. This year’s
rate increase was 50%. Now
Heseltine is demanding that
£53 million be handed back
to the ratepayers. |

The continued inability
of Heseltine to impose his
‘strategy of spending cuts on

local authorities has been an

ongoing embarrassment to
the Thatcher government.
His new fangled ‘block
grant> system has fallen flat
on iis face. Indeed many of
the - councils which face
penalties under the latest
cuts in grant are Tory-
controlled county councils

which have tirelessly hacked

at budgets for education and
social services, but baulked
at the full savagery of the

government’s latest cash
limits. | )

Heseltine is in fact
demanding that councils

prune spending this year to
5.6% below the volume of
expenditure three years ago
in 1978/79.

Yet with unemployment
and poverty having rapidly
increased in the last three
years, the numbers in need
of social services have also
increased .

None of this worries

Leeds, Chapel

In

Allerton ward of the

Labour Party at a well-
attended meeting voted
by nearly 2-1 to endorse
a resolution which:
*Opposed Michael I'oot’s
criticisms of Bobby Sands:
*Called for political
status to be granted to all
republican prisoners
sentenced by the Diplock
Courts; o
*Supports those MPs
who have broken and cam-
paigned for a break in the
bi-partisan policy on Ireland:

*Calls for a policy of -

troops out of Ireland.

The motion was selected
as the ward’s resolution to
go torward to the GMC of

m+ﬂ

particular

Heseltine a  millionaire or
the  wealthy . capitalists,
speculators and landowners
who staff the Tory cabinet.

Depressed profits
For them, the only

- guiding light is their mission

—to drive up the depressed
rate of profit of British
industry.

To do this, they reason,
they need to minimise the
tax burden on employers at
local
level -by cutting or holding
down increases in rates.

To do this, they must in
turn slash services to the sick
and the elderly, to youth in
schools and colleges and to
the whole working class
community . '

This is in effect what .

Heseltine’s number two,
Tom King, meant last week
when he complained that
the Tories had been forced
into their attack on the
powers of local councils,

- 1 see a risk not from our
actions, but from a remorse-
less march of circumstance.”

The Tories
made any secret of their

- starting point-private profit.

But the problem faced by
the working class has been
that Labour and trade union
leaders, too, either openly or

- tacitly accept the same start-~

Ing point..

The Wilson/Callaghan

for Labour solid

North FEast Leeds'(‘LP for

submission to the Labour
Party conference.

An alternative motion on
Ireland sponsored by suppor-

ters of  the  Militant
tendency received only 4
votes.

In Leeds as a whole there
Is comparatively strong sup-
port for the ‘H* Block
struggle, |A demonstration
through the city called by
local ‘H’> Block campaigners
attracted 450 people.

This support’ must be
taken into the organised
labour movement, and in
consolidated
within the Labour Party by
the building of a local
branch of the Labour Com-
mittec on Ireland.

as well as national

have never

ed by
support given to the Tories:

sertously
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~ By John Lister

Labour government began
the wholesale offensive on
the public services precisely
because it accepred that the
protits of private industry
had to be preserved and
improved —if necessary at the
expense of the working class.

Elected by workers look-
ing for anti-capitalist
policies, the Labour govern-
ment  instead took  its

instructions from the
bankers of the IMF.

But the same attitude is
also prevalent among Labour

councillors.- While they have

mouthed opposition to the
Tory cuts, Labour councils
have almost without excep-
tion pulled back from pre-
paring any serious confron-

“tation with the government

—-and _ imposed cuts,
generally coupled with hefty
rate¢ and rent increases,
which fall on the shoulders
of their working class sup-
porters, :

And in this stand they

have had the support of
public sector union'bureau-
crats who have stood back
with folded arms as their
members have been made
redundant or “naturally
wasted”. 3

This is why a serious
struggle against the latest
Tory attack on local govern-
ment 1s inseparable from the
fight for a new leadership
within the labour movement

N

-
.

The campaign around

the Irish war is beginning
~to have an impact in the

Coventry labour move-
ment.

The last meeting of
Coventry South West CLP
adopted a resolution which
included a call to break
Labour’s bi-partisan policy,
for the sacking of Concan-
non and for support of the

five demands of the hunger

strikers.

. Encouragement

_This should give great

encouragement to those who

have felt themselves isolated
from labour movement

support in the campaign so
far

course only the first step in
any campaign, and efforts
must be made to find ways
of putting flesh on the
South West CLP policy—
support for the July 4
demonstration in
Concannon’s constituency

~for example.

While it would be correct
to point out that many
people who vote to support
the five demands in labour
movement organisations do
so from a variety of stand-
points, one thing is becom-
ing clearer every day. Many,
many trade unionists and
socialists are heartily sicken-

the sycophantic

by the Labour teadership.
The road is opening daily

Ireland to become 3
discussed  issue

within the Coventry labour
movement.

for

And that road has been

forced open by the deter-

~ prepared

Passing resolutions is of

that will make its starting
point not the problems of
the capitalist class or the
acceptance of Tory dic-
tates, but the defence of the
jobs, living standards and
hard-won rights of the work-
ing class. | |

In several areas strong
“Labour Left”” groupings
emerged in the course of last

winter’s struggles against the

cuts, These groupings must
renew the offensive against -
the right wing in Labour
councils and the unions.

Heseltine and King are
arrogantly talking of the new

- legislation meaning ‘‘the end

of local government as we
know it.” |
Let’s make the fight on
the issue bring the end of
local government as we
know it—and the start of the
struggie for accountable
labour movement represen-
tation! And let’s fight for
mass local action leading to
all out general strike action

to bring down the Tory

government!
*No cuts! No rate/rent
increases! «
*Defend jobs and public
services—for strike action,
no-cover action and occupa-

tions to stop cuts and
closures! »
*Labour councils must

take a stand! Prepare mass

action to bring down the
Tories!'

mination of the H Block
hunger strikers.

Whatever one’s attitude
to the Republican movement
you can’t get away from the
fact that people branded as
“sadistic”, “mindless”
murderers are prepared to
die for their five demands,
that 30,000 people were
to vore Bobby
Sands into Parliament, and
100,000 were prepared to
show where they stood by
attending his funeral.

This is making many
people- rethink their whole
attitude to the Irish struggle.

We should not be sur-
prised that as the case of the
hunger strikers begins to get
a hearing and a response,
that forces fundamentally
opposed to the Irish free-
dom fighters will win tem
porary victories. |

One case in point is
Coventry NALGO, which
has condemned the support

given to the local Ad Hoc

Hunger Strike Action Com-

mittee by the Trades
Council.
Branch officials have

- announced that they are

monitoring the activities of
the Trades Council and the
NALGO delegates on it
might argue for disaffilia-
tion at the December AGM.

It is understood that
similatr moves are to be
expected in other unions
locally.

But if the issues are care-
fully spelt out and a serious
fight is waged, whatever
small defeats are inflicted by

the right wing will do them

no good.

The labour movement in
the city is beginning to dis-
cuss the Irish war.
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Every time a Tory
economic - spokesman
speaks of light at the end
of the tunnel there
appears to be an’other fall
of rock.

Last week in fact there

were two such major land-

slips. Firstly three economic
surveys were published, each
of which underlined the cer-
tainty of continuing mass
unemployment in Britain
over the next few years.

And secondly the pound
plunged abruptly in the
foreign exchange markets,

dropping below the $2 mark .

for the first time in 18
months.

The fall in the value of

the pound has a wide range

of embarrassing implications

for the government—and for
those in the CBI who have
moaned and groaned contin-
- uously that only the artific-

L jally high value of the pound

- -was keeping British industry
- out of world markets.

4 The last six months has
' seen the pound fall by 20%
i against the dollar: in the last
. few days of last week alone
1t fell 6%. Yet thisis greeted
- with no enthusiasm by many
. sections of employers.

They now argue that
 sterling has fallen in value
+ too  fast to give them the
. opportunity to exploit the

- relatively lower prices of
f British  goods in  export
' markets,

It takes time to win new
lorders—and to  turn those
' orders into finished goods.

Others complain that the

' fall has been largely against

 the dollar and not so much
i against European currencies.

i This means that imports of -

{raw materials for industry
have increased in cost, while

the scope for increased sales

bhas been strictly limited.

. Oil and chemical firms. m,
particular have complained
that this imbalance,
rcombined with the falling
jprice of North Sea oil will
| squeeze their profits.

Other bosses are worried
ithat with the fall in oil prices
tand - with the glut of oil
ileading
-tion,_the British balance of
ipayments will lurch into
deficit —further weakening
the pound and forcing a new
round of seige—economy
gneasures.

Indeed there is already
speculation that the scale
and speed of the most recent
grop in the value of sterling
will force the Thatcher
povernment to scrap further
proposed cuts in Minimum
ending Rate-or even
ncregse it again, with
inous repurcussions in

On June 15 Lord
Justice.  Scarman s
‘ scending on Brixton to

art the Tories’ inquiry

to the events of April
| |1 and 12.

Scarman’s task will not
pe to expose the thuggery
na racism of the Metro-
Jolitan police. Nor will he be
pvestigating  youth unem-
poyment in the area, or the
wful housing conditions
hat a high proportion of
nxton people have to
ndure.

L In fact Scarman is not at
l interested in why riots
pook Brixton over that
peekend. His inquiry was set
P by the Tories for their
Wn purposes: to whitewash
e role of the police and to

Long te

to reduced produc-.
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industry . .

Elsewhere other
employers -and workers who
remember previous falls in
the wvalue of sterling—are
looking anxiously towards
the prospect of a new round
of  price
imported goods and raw
materials become more and
more expensive, giving a new
boost to the cost of living.

Why, then, did the pound
fall?

The world bankers
appear to have responded to
a combination of a weaken-
ing in North Sea oil prices

(BNOC is now cuftting its

price by $2 a barrel), a con-
tinued and apparently never-
ending slump in the British
home economy, and the fall
in British interest rates com-
pared to those in Europe and

ﬂ.
w ™.
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Movement

British
plans to launch an “anti-
IRA” march in Oxford-
shire were. thwarted by

the largest
turnout the county has
ever seen.

Fascists from .Rugby,
Peterborough and : other
towns had travelled to
Oxford by train and mini-
bus. But even after. picking

up support from a handful

of local fascists their num-
bers never rose above-40,

Black youth -

"In contrast about 700

antifascists turned out to
‘meet them —including for the

first time in the town large
numbers of black youth.

“A small group of fascists
were chased from the town
centre and did their friends
no favours at all by leading
the group of 60 to 70
chasing them to the pub
where they were getting up
the courage to march.

There, at the Old Gate
~ startled land-
lord —~-who thought he had
some. quiet, nicé strangers in
his  pub-barricaded the
doors -as he saw large
numbers of West Indian

Brixton
Scarman

look for more efficient
means of controlling and
policing multi-racial poor
areas such as Brixton. '

- Anyone who was on the
streets at the time of the
uprising and gives evidence
about the brutality of the
police is bound to be
harassed and persecuted
afterwarde in spite of Scar-
man’s guardntee of “immun-

ity from prosecution”.

So far about 400 people
have been arrested on
charges arising from the riot
—many of these as a result of
house raids
that have taken place in the
area since April 12.

- Houses have been
smashed open, and personal

possessions seized on the
~pretext  of  looking  for
looters.

inflation as

anti-fascist -

~Lambeth

unemploy

the USA.

For Thatcher there 1s

now the agonising dilemma
of whether or not to take.

steps to raise once again the
value of sterling by promot-
ing a new round ot reces-
sion at home: for workers
there 1s only the prospect
on the one hand of more
inflation, and on the other
of more closures, redundan-
cies and speed-up on the
shop floor.

This Hobson’s choice for
workers under capitalism 1s
also illustrated by the latest
forecast of .the National
Institute of Economic and
Scientific Research.

It predicts a drop in out-
put of 2.5% this year, mean-
ing a growth in adult unem-
ployment from the present
22 million to 3 million by

. the end of 1982.

youth approaching. .

But such was the anger
of the anti-fascists that the
pub door was torn off its

Nonc of the black or

~_gay organisations in Brixton
~are likely to give evidence to
‘Scarman, The people who

suffer from the worst police

repression can see through

such cover-ups.
Unfortunately the same

cannot be said of the white

dominated Labour Parties:
council  Labour
Group has alrecady agreed to
submit evidence and is sup-
ported in this by the two
Labour Partics that cover the
area.

-B’chotf

The Trades Council, how-
ever, has agreed to boycott
the  inquiry, despite  the
TUC s decision to partici-
patc.
In response fo the Scar-

NIESR forecasts next to
no increase in output next
year, and points out that
employment has faullen much
further in the current reces-
sion than in the last simtar
downturn in 1975 --but that
productivity has fallen rela-
tively far less.

In other words produc-
tion is being established on a
less labour-intensive basis as
employers ram through new
plans for speed-up and new
technology: and as a result
any future incrcase In out-
put is likely to provide jobs
for relatively far less addi-
tional workers.

The NIESR predicts an
average fall in living stan-
dards of %% during 1981,
and no i1mprovement in
1982,

| In other words whatever
way the Tory government

{or any

By Terry Smith

government com-
mitted to capitalist policies)
sets out to meet the current
crisis, the plight of the
working  class and particu-
tarly - the unemployed —can
only worsen.

Only the most tenacious
action to defend jobs and
Itving standards and prepare
generalised strike action to
bring down the Tories can
create  conditions for a4
genuine alternative,

And within the labour_

movement there must be a
fight for soctalist policies of
nationalisation of  basic
industries and banks without
compensation under
workers’ management as the

‘essential basis for a workers’

plan to meet the crisis and
establish a crash programme
of public works to create 3
million jobs.

hinges and rocks were hurled
through the windows.

- The fascists fled into the

cellars and upstairs but

icket

“man inquiry, a picket has

been organised to protest at
its arrival and point to the
real purpose behind it.

In order to make the

‘protest as effective and big

as possible ‘a united lcaflet
has been written by 13 left

wing groups and gay organis-

atrons.

The leatlet calls for all
charges arising from the riot
to be dropped and for a
compiete boycott of the
Scarman cover-up

It 1s hoped that some of
the  black  organisations
would. also sign the leatlet
and support the picket.

PICKET SCARMAN
Junce 15,10 am.
|.ambeth Town Hall
Brixton

- several

were
given severe beatings. The
anti-fascists left but two

were arrested betwen the

pub and the centre of town.
One black youth now
faces two charges of carry-

ing offensive weapons and

two of assaulting .police. A
white man faces charges of
actual bodily harm, threat-
ening behaviour and carry-
ing an offensive weapon.

The real

the fascists had fled. Placards
had been stacked in a road

near the pub with British

Movement slogans.

‘The fascists had tried to
cash in on local anti-IRA
feeling in the weeks follow-
ing the burial of an Abing-
don soldier, killed by an IRA

landmine.

‘Red strongheld’ o

But one of the fascists
from Peterborough told a
reporter that they had

chosen Oxford because it

“was a red stronghold”. He
said he had escaped a beat-

‘g in the pub by hiding

upstairs - “because we don'’t
believe in violence”.

The antl-fascmt mobilis-
ation now provides the base
to build a united front
between black youth and the
trade unions in the town.

But it also showed alarm-

caught and

offensive
~weapons were found after

. /.- )
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PeOpleg Ma:chershin London:
What the TUC p‘lans next, see page |1

Ing weaknesses. The demon-

stration was hijacked by the
ANL who provided speaking
equipment for the rally and
who negotiated endlessly
with the police.

A march only took place

when a growing mutiny in

the ranks threatened to
march with or without pes-

‘mission,

These tactics meant that
the main body of the
demonstration never came

National
conference

into  contact with the
fascists. ]
If they had been dealt

with earlier they would not

have taken refuge in a pub,

a landlord would not now be

counting the cost of putting -

his pub back together and
most important of all there

‘need have been no arrests.

If the British Movement
return they will need to be
met by better organised and
better led forces. ~

WE'VE HAD THE MARCH—NOW
LET’S ORGANISE!

Organised by Leicester Unemployed
Workers Union ,
SATURDAY 27 JUNE 10.30-5.00pm
L eicester Polytechnic Students Union

Sessions on Organising the Unemployed
and The Fight for Jobs

Accommodatxon available on the Frlday
' and Saturday night

Social events on both nights

F urther details 52 Wyville Row, Leicester
or phone 0533 857828

=




i

SOCIALIST PRESS, Thursday 11 June 1981
Page 6 . :

The author of this
review started work in
the Cowley Assembly
Plant in May 1959. In
September of the same
year I joined the Com-
munist Party. I began to

ALAN THORNETT reviews, Politics o f the Production Line—an Auto-
biography of an Oxford Carworker, by Arthur Exell. published by
- the ‘History Workshop Journal’, price £1 45. . o

------
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be active in the trade
union movement
became a shop steward.

Soon afterwards I was
discussing with the TGWU
branch secretary Tony Brad-
ley. Since anti<communism
was much stronger in those
days I decided to tel him
that I intended to become
much more active in the
branch and that I was a
member of the Communist
Party.

His reaction took me
completely by surprise. He
said he had no political

prejudice against the Com-

munist Party, but in the vast
majority of strikes which
had taken place in the
tactory, the best known CP

member in the plant, Arthur

Exell, came into work.

Never out

I found this view to be
expressed even more
strongly by the Works Con-
venor Bob Fryer who organ-
ised and led the paint shop
where Arthur Exell worked.

- He said that in successive
strikes in the 1950s (and this
certainly proved to be the
case in the 1960s) they had
never been able to get
Arthur Exell out,

Today, The Politics of

and

the Production Line—-Auto-
biography of an Oxford Car
Worker, published by the
History = Workshop  and
written by Arthur Exell is
being presented by the Com-
munist Party as an authori-
tative account of the CP’s
principled history in the
Oxford car plants.

This makes it important
that. the book is reviewed
and the record put straight.

- Unfortunately much of
the book is of little rele-
vance except to those who
wish to cultivate romantic
notions about factory life or
enjoy earthy accounts of life
on the production line.

This will no doubt make
it standard reading for the
inhabitants of  Ruskin
College and students of the
WEA. But there is a2 more
serious side.

" Radiators

Arthur Exell started
work at the Radiators plant
in North Oxford—-supplying
components for assembly at
Cowley—in November 1929
after coming from South
Wales on the hunger
marches.

He joined
1934,

He gives interesting
accounts of the work of the
CP both in the Radiators
factory and in the town.

He describes the victimis-
ation of CP members for
attempting to- become shop
stewards and a rent strike
organise on the Florence
Park estate (with the help of
students from the ‘colleges—
notably two young students

the CP in

by the names of Dick Cross-

man and Patrick Gordon

b Walker). Arthur Exell and

several CP -organisers were
evicted as a result of the

strike.

Painfully slow

Exell’s

account shows

thow hard it was to organise

la union against employers

'who took their lead from

William Morris, the leading -
employer in Oxford and

fanatically anti-union.

Union recognition in the

Radiators plant was there-
fore pamnfully slow. By'1934

there were only four union
members in the
members of the CP.
In most cases CP
membership came first, since
joining the union could well
mean the sack. Active
Labour Party members did
not join. the union at that
time. -
The outbreak of war
brought changes. The plant
was turned over to war pro-
duction and workers from

traditionally unionised areas

were moved in.

The Essential Works
Order which meant that
workers could not leave their
job  also meant that
employers could not sack
them. It became easier to
organise. \

- Another factor however

was more- significant—that
was CP policy towards the

-war (although Exell appears
to be confused about the
exact period).

From his account the
Oxford CP-well to the right
of national policy —appears
to have given full support for
the war effort right from
1939, which had dramatic
effects in the factories.

Collaboration

When Churchill’s govern-
ment brought in a system of
-Joint  Works Production
Committees (JWPC’s) to
help the war effort the CP
were completely behind it

The Committees were
class collaboration bodies
similar to the more recent
exercises: in  ‘“Workers’
Participation”, but with far
IMore power.

In Radiators, Arthur-
Exell became the Secretary
of the JWPC and set about
making the factory more
efficient, '

From his account he
settled enthusiastically into
his new role. “Absenteeism
was terrible” he explains:

“One of the things we
promised was that we would
see to it that people came to
work”’, o

But this could only be
done effectively, he says, if
the workers were in a union:

“If they weren’t in the
union we had no control

over them.”

The anti-union manage—

plant—all

- explains how

ment was quick to catch on.
After all, they had a fortune

to make out of war
contracts. Suddenly they
wanted everyone into the
union.

Excell explains: . -~

“That - was when Mr
Donol, the works manager,
sent for me and said ‘look,

Il give you full permission,

you've got all the time you
like, get ever woman into the
union. Go and talk to them
and get them in.” |

The result was 100%
trade unionism—but at what

a price! The JWPC was liter-

ally the policeman of the
plant with Arthur Exell
holding the truncheon. He
it worked:

“This one certain girl did
lose a lot of time. So we had
her in front of our commit-
tee, and our committee was
the trade unionists in the
factory and the manage-
ment. We had to talk to her
and told her of the necessity
of doing the work properly
or else she would have to
take the punishment which
the government - [the
Churchill government! AT]
had authorised us to give., -

The punishment first of
all would be suspension, but
the chance of imprisonment
was in the document. I don’t
remember any case where
they were, but it was there
for us to use our judgement
on it.”

Exell retains a reaction-
ary, patronising attitude to
women. But this is worse.
These were women being
conscripted into industry for
the first time and required to
work  under the most
appalling conditions—which
Exell himself describes,

Tirreaten workers

But even using the union
apparatus to threaten
workers with prison did not
satisty the appetite of the
Radiators CP branch in their
support of the imperialist
war effort. Exell explains:

“The Communist Party

factory group then made

another outstanding offer to
the management. We were
prepared to form a shock
brigade, which meant that
the management could call
on anyone of us to do any

- mission  for
~hbrary  of over 500 books

enough-in  the
oftice!

job in the factory, in any
place at any time.

We had big coloured
posters put up in the factory
stating the facts and our
names, The scheme was
used but unfortunately the
management used it to give
us the jobs
wouldn’t do. But we proved
our case.,”

Presumably the case was
proven that the CP. was
totally servile to the manage-
ment. But even that was not
enough for Arthur Exell!

While visiting his parents
in Liverpool Exell attended
a meeting addressed by
Stafford - Cripps. He
explained the activities of

. the JWPC and Cripps was

very impressed.

He awarded the

- Radiators plant an,additional_

confract..

Unfortunately manage-
ment considered it was more
than the factory could cope
with and turned the contract
down,

Bottleneck

But Arthur Exell was
not prepared to settle for
this. A meeting of the JWPC
was called and they sorted
the problem out:

“The trouble was caused

- by a bottleneck. Men lost

‘hours of their time through
waiting at the test for leaks
to be repaired and so I
suggested that a second set
of testing tanks be installed
much nearer to the main
section. |

I am pleased to say that
management acknowledged
my suggestion and must have
told Cripps, for I received
a letter from him thanking
me for my endeavours.”

In 1941 came the
German invasion of the
Soviet Union. If recruitment
to the CP had been slow up
to that point there was now
a dramatic change.

Membership of  the
Radiators CP branch rose
almost over night from 4 to
50. By the end of the war
they had 150.

Management gave per-
a CP branch

to be kept-appropriately
foreman’s

that © others

.............

Exell comments:
“They couldn’t grumble

~at us, because we worked,

really produced, which is
what a foreman likes.”

He goes on:

“The hbrary was fantas-
tic, we didn’t know how to
cope with it, 200-300 people
borrowed books .. . They
were in series: the Little
Lenin library and the Little
Stalin library.” |

They sold hundreds of
copies of Soviet Weekly in
the canteen and 2-300 Daily
Workers a day in the factory.

It seems that not all the
party members were able to
accept this relationship with
the management, but
dissidents got
sympathy from the party.

Exell recalls Pat Mills—

~ who was still in the Oxford

CP in my day-arriving at
the Rads. |
“The most remarkable
fellow in our branch was
Pat Mills, He was a charac-
ter on his own . . . he was
drafted into Radiators. And
he was always laughing at
everything: he said - ‘well,
that’s one thing, they can’t

sack me now—DI’m under the

Essential Works Order’. They
sacked him within a couple
of days! Yes he was sacked.
I think they said he was
being awkward. Maybe he
was [original emphasis] try-
ing to be very awkward
there—you know, it’s very
silly to be awkward: you go
there to do a job. If you can
get away with trying to push
the party line, all right. But
if you were trying to put

~over propaganda and it was

detrimental to the produc-
tion that wasn’t a good
thing,”!!

As soon as the war was
over, all this collaboration
had little impression on the
hard-nosed motor bosses. No

- sooner had the victory cele-

brations died down and the
Essential Works Order been
lifted than they began the

little B
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The last of war production side by side with the first peace-time cars

wholesale sacking of the
militants at the Rads and

including the ‘convenor-—
apparently without
resistance.

Exell explains:

“This meant the firms
came back into their own,
and the first thing they did
was to remove all the trade

union militants within their.

power . , . I wasn’t touched
just then because I had long
service having started in the

20s, so I at once took the

convenor’s job,”
- Two years later in the
January of 1947,. manage-
ment moved again.

“Things went on improv-
ing until the fuel crisis. The
country was still staggering
from the aftermath of the

war, no coal stocks, and

transport still in chaos, and
then this terrific snowstorm:
22 January 1947, that was
the day everything closed
down, right the
throughout
including the factory. On 23
January a car arrived at the
house ~ driven ~ by the
chauffeur from Radiators
asking me to go to the fac-
tory for an interview with
the general manager,

I went there as convenor
and insisted that the chair-
man of the Stewards Com-
mittee should also be there,
as I never believed in inter-
VIEWS On your own,

So Billy Brooks was sent
for—a very sincere Salvation
Army man. We sat and
listened to what was going to
happen.

We. couldn’t argue but-we

wanted to know about the

restarting of the place, and
how we would be informed.

They talked quite freely
and it sounded common
sense —httle did I know that
they were going to use the

- great upheaval to get rid of

me, |
Anyway they said the

men would be sent for,

way
Oxford,

N . '~..?*}::;,~.-
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starting with the boilermen,
electricians, and maintens

ance men, and then start

building up production and
‘we all would return as time
went on.

So back to the dole,
‘where I was able to tetll most

- of the men from Radiators
what was planned. A fort- .

night went by and there was
no change in the weather but
Cowley had sent for a lot of
their men,

L oW a

Soon the maintenance

‘men were sent for, and then

I found they were recalling
men from my own depart-

ment with less service than

I had,

I kept
‘management and there was
lots of correspondence and
lots of excuses, saying that I
would be sent for as soon as
they could fit me in.

I kept going to the AEU
District Committee too, and

reporting to them.

I was told to be patient,

but that wasn’t my idea of
a trade union—the convenor
being outside and all the

- men inside, I said, ‘Look, it’s

about time you had an inter-
view with the management
of Radiators, because I think

they've got no intention of

having me back!’

And they used to pooh-'

poch the idea, the union

people did. But it was true.

They never intended having
me back. When we had the
final, the real, meeting with

the management and Long-

worth, who was the division-
al organiser, they said, ‘Well,
we have come to the conclu-
sion, Mr Longworth, that he

IS 2 communist agitator, and

we don’t want that sort of
thing in the factory,” and
that’s when Longworth. said,
‘And 1 don’t blame you

either’. So that was it. That -
was the final blow. Qut I
went.”

Having been sacked after

years of collaboration with

the management, Exell even

chasing  the
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)posed a strike
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in his
fence!

 “l remember there was a
uple of party members
#0 did get around, you
oW, and try to organise a

-

fike. But [ couldn’t see a

fike doing any good when

® union was against me.”
Arthur Exell’s account of
E war period is very inter-
fing for what it shows of
long history of class
aboration of the Qxford
Y, but it shows an incred-
Ignorance on Exell’s part

; the official CP line or of

gal was going on in the
id as a whole.
 He never attempts to deal
political tcrms with the
. And none of the major
itld  events—like  the
pscow - Trials or the 1939
ler-Stalin pact feature in
| description of the pre-
I period, At the end of
war the CP’s initial sup-
for Churchill’s national

ernment goes by without

pention. -

During the war it is all
 long story of “keep your
je to the grindstone.”

'Yet Exell must have
pwn that elsewhere in the
ntry  workers  were
King for wages and con-
ons and that the CP was
Ing to fight against
itant resistance in order
persuade workers to back
| imperialist war effort.

N

~ Continuity

}

Surprisingly in May 1947

T1s Motors.

owned the Radiators
t and management used
b to- grant him continuity
service from when he
ed at Rads. |

This, he explains, gave
more  redundancy
ey when he finally took
ntary redundancy in

ur Exell\ got a start in

rris, now Lord Nuffield,
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He justifies selling his
Jjob by saying “I am always
appreciative of anything the
working class can get from
their employers.”” Principles
we can assume, don't come
into it,

To say that his account
of the 28 years in the Morris
plant is highly selective
would give it credibiilty it
doesn’t deserve. -

He actually managed to
reduce those 28 years to
four pages of his 76 page
book and  unbelievably
doesn’t even mention Bob
Fryer who has been the

TGWU convenor and domin- -

ant personality of the plant
since 1959 (with a break
from June 1974 to Decem-
ber 1979). |

Distortion

Exell -even fails to
mention the major AUEW
convenors outside his CP/
Broad Left “‘everyday tale
of country folk™.

To achieve this distortion
he  concentrates almost

exclusively on the period of

the 1950s—where he was at
least active in the shop
stewards’ movement
although he managed to
separate this from any kind
of militant role within the
plant. |

He was active on—or at
least attended meetings of —
the early AUEW-dominated

Joint Shop Stewards Com-

mittee (the AUEW were by
far the majority union at
that time) and was a right

wing body which had failed

to organise the still largely
non-union plant,
Under

was also active in the early
combine committee set up
throughout the Nuffield
factories and later broadened
to other car combines.

He still attended when I
began to go to the meetings

pressure from the

- Midlands CP branches Exell ~dards),

in the early 1960s.
In 1956  (he wrongly

dates it as 1953) he took

part in an official strike
against selective redundancy

‘which was led by stewards

from the minority TGWU.

The TGWU, under the
local leadership of people

like Bob Fryer and Tony
Bradley were fighting to

‘bring a new, more militant,

brand of trade unionism into
the plant. |
Management responded
by sacking the TGWU con-
venor kFrank Horsman. The
AUEW opposed the strike

but Exell claims to have sup-
ported it as an individual. .
The strike was a ‘catalyst

for the development of the
TGWU, who were soon to
become the majority union.
- Significantly, Arthur
Exell never mentions a strike
he ever led, which is not
surprising, since as far as |
have been able to establish
he never led anything in
Cowley. |

Immediately after the
1956 strike a meeting was
called to begin a unionisa-
tion drive in the plant.

It was spearheaded by
the paintshop where Bob
Fryer was the TGWU shop

steward. Exell was an AUEW

steward in the same shop.

A series of strikes dram-
atically improved pay-—and
100% trade union member-
shin was achieved along with
the first £20 wage packet.

Arthur Exell was one of
the few in the paint shop

. who consistently refused to

support those strikes. He
played no role in the struggle
to unionise the rest of the

plant (which was organised

late by motor industry stan-
which proceeded
under very bitter conditions,
up to its final achievement
in 1966.

‘This culminated in the
period of
“Cowley Noose Trial” —used

the ' infamous

by the Tories as the basis of

- OVeT

their 1966 election cam-

paign. - |
The successful unionisa-

tion struggle resulted in a
~very militant period in the

plant during the second half
of the 1960s. There were
1,000 strikes in the
plant between 1965 and

1970.
Irrelevance

-Arthur Exell was not
involved In a single one of
them. During that whole
turbulent period he was an
irrelevance on the plant,
rarely attending = stewards

meetings even in his own.

section, -

But perhaps the clearest
indication of what Arthur
Exell really saw as the
“politics of the production
line” is contained in the

“penultimate paragraph of his

book.
I was gratified, when I

left, he says: ‘“to see a fine,

strong trade union move-
ment had been left behind
me.”

He is speaking of 1975.

" This was one year after the

back of a very militant shop
floor movement had been
broken in the events follow-
ing my victimisation as
Deputy Convenor of the
TGWU and the strike result-
ing from it in April/May
1974 . |

Although I was success-
fully defended, Jack Jones,
then General Secretary of
the TGWU moved in and
removed Bob Fryer from
office. |

“*Clean-up”

Reg Parsons became the
convenor and the ultra right
were putin control,

- Jack Jones was acting in
line with the commitment
the TGWU had made with
the Labour government to
“ckean up” the union and

“the move.

control the militant plants.
Bl. placed massive financial
resources at the disposal of
local management to back

For 3% vyears they
pursued their openly pro-
claimed policy of “‘smashing
Trotskyism” and  driving
those who had organised the
plant and built the union out

of the union .and out of the

industry. .
To achieve this they
systematically smashed up

everything which had been
built. -
They broke up the giant

'5/55 TGWU branch of which

I was chairman and the JSSC
of which I was chairman.
Victimisation ,

They  organised the

victimisation of militants—

driving many of them to

despair and then to redun-

dancy.
Throughout this period
the right wing were selecting

CP members for appointed
full time trade union
positions in the plant know-
ing that they could be relied

upon to uncompromisingly.

fight the militants and sup-

port the management.

Voted out

Although - Parsons was

.voted out in 1977 and the

old leadership re-elected,
damage was done to the

structure of the shopfloor
movement which has still by |

no means been repaired,

- Arthur Exell reflects the
CP in that period. CP mem-
bers were the most loyal
supporters of the right wing
in every single move they
made, ‘ -

~When I was sentenced
by the TGWU to expulsion
from the union and there-
by faced the prospect of
being sacked from the plant
as a non-unionist, and Bob
Fryer sentenced to be

Bob Fryer: hus fight receives no mention

IS 2]

T I

BZackleg rides towards his. fellows after breaking through Cowley p)’ckets‘ in 1956

banned from all office for
life, the CP were the only
stewards to vote against a
motion from the TGWU
stewards committee to resist
these victimisations to the
full. |

Arthur Exell’s book is
not so much an ‘*‘autobio-
graphy of an Oxford car-
worker’ as a cover up of the
CP in Cowley. '

Ironically the publishing
of Exell’s book coincides
with the ending of the role
of the CP in the Cowley |
Assembly Plant—at least for
the forseeable future.

All five of their active
members have now followed
Exell’s lead and taken volun-

~ tary redundancy.

Veteran

Ron Jones, Exell’s fellow

‘veteran in the paint shop

went 2 years ago. Two more
left = the factory for the
greener pastures of Ruskin
College. And fhe remaining
two—Mick Soanes and Tony
Gallagher—both very leading
CP members in the area--
went VR last week.

Ironically enough,
Gallagher had until that time
been prominent on the com-
mittee organising the Peoples
March for Jobs!

Those of us whom
Arthur Exell did not have
time to mention (or maybe
he could not bring himself
to pronounce our names)
are still there. And unlike
Exell and his ilk, if we can
survive a few problems ( like
the current management
offensive; the collapse of the
car markets; the rundown of
BL and periodic attacks
from. trade. union bureau-
crats) we will be there for

‘a long time yet.

........

..................
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fortunes, as manifested

. _«oPage 8

Socialist Press
interviews Cathy
Robertson (20) and
Lorraine Mooney of
the Lee Jeans occupa-

tion stewards com- |

mittee.

How long have you worked
at the factory? |
Lorraine: Four years. It was
my third job. =

Cathy: 3% years. It was my
first job. Being my first,
it took me long enough to
learn the skill of it and I
want to keep it.

What were the wages and
conditions like? -
Lorraine: The basic wage
was £49-—-anything else you
had to get by bonus:

Cathy: Before they made us
redundant they offered us
74%—-which would have
given us a basic of £55. As it
was the first since 1979 we
weren’t too happy about
that. We rejected it three
times.

‘What

prepare?
We  had planned a one-day
strike every single week till
they’d give in. They wanted
us to work and were giving
us loads of overtime, of
course we now know why.

action did you

heard about the closure?

Cathy: When it came to our
break at 3 pm we were
told there was a meeting we
should all be at, at 4 o’clock
in the canteen. We usually
finish at 4.30 and we were

told management were
refusing to pay the half
hour.

When it came to 4

o'clock our district officer
of the NUTGW, . John
Howard, came in and told
us: | o

“I’'ve got a bit of bad
news for you”’.

Then in comes the com-
pany head man from Ireland
Robert Charters. He says we
would like to wish you a
happy New Year—but we'’re
sorry lassies it’s not going to
be a very good one for you.

The company’s had a
25% cut in orders, then
there’s the problem with
exports because of the
strong pound, plus all the
government grants are up in
Greenock so we’re closing

D

In a ‘desperate effort
to recoup their declining

In recent opinion polls

and poorly attended
demonstrations  against
unemployment, the

Scottish National Party
at their conference in
Aberdeen have launched

to the
venturism,
By voting for a policy
f *civil disobedience” as a
ean of protest against high
els of unemployment in
cotland, the Nationalists
obviously straining to
dge back into the public
n.
' The British ruling class
| no doubt quaking in
their shoes at the prospect of
pccupations of the previous-
mtended Scottish Assem-
building in Edinburgh

politics of

What happened when you

.....
RS

......
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Lorraine Mooney (left) and Cath ¥ Robertson

this place down and moving

- the work from Greenock.

Lorraine: That’s why they’d
given us so much bloody
overtime so we’'d get all the

stock completed before the
closure and they could clear

the factory!

| 'What happened then?

Cathy: Well the union
official went back in after
‘we’d heard the good news—
and put every kind of pro-
position to the management.
He begged them: he said
wed all go on a shorter
week, even a one<day week
and take the other four off
the dole—but the company
wouldn’t listen.

No, it’s got to be closed’

was all they’d say.
Management said they
wanted ten minutes alone
without the union.
Instead they took two

and job centres throughout
the country.

This new turn is not
entirely unexpected
considering the collapse of
electoral support for the
SNP from 35% in 1977 to
175% in 1979 and lower
still since then.,

Dismayed at their failure

to profit from working class
‘hatred of the Tories and

divisions within the Labour
ranks, they are now seeking
to regain a popular base with
the tactics of “non-violent
direct action”. |
Most of the credit for
this new stance must go to
the leftist 79 Group which
has found a tribune in arch
opportunist and petty dema-
gogue James Sillars.
- Having broken with the
Labour Party, Sillars tried
unsuccesstully to build him-
self a power base through
the ill fated Socialist Labour
Party, on the demise of

ERETSNUIREEN

hours—they hadn’t realised

that after their ten minutes

were up we decided to barri-
cade them in!

We then all got into
groups and blocked every
emergency exit to the
factory. -

They’d left the keys lying
around while they were talk-
ing, including the one front
door key. So somebody
jumped out the window with
it, drove down and got a
duplicate cut and replaced
the original. It staggered

them when we could get in

and out with keys

Earlier on in the after-

noon we had discussed an

occupation if it came to

closure—we sorted ourselves

into three shifts. The first
shift would work from 8 at

night to 8 in the morning

and so on. You see we knew
we’d have to be in there 24

which he switched allegiance
to the SNP.

There, together with
George  Reid, Stephen
Maxwell and Margo

Macdonald (now his wife)
Sillars has sought to give the
SNP a more leftist orienta-
tion.

The success he has had in
this springs largely from the
disenchantment within the

ranks of the Party with the

old guard leadership of
Gordon Wilson, exuding
middle class respectability,
and Donald Stewart, spout-
ing Presbyterian morality.
Sillar’s success in challen-
ging the established leader-
ship is proven by his elec-
tion to the post of executive
vice-chairman where he will
play a key role in the formu-
lation of policy and tactics.

The fact that the policies

of the group he represents
are a vacuous hotch-potch of
decentralisation, social distri-

hours.
Everyone agreed and we

) got a solid vote.

-

Did the union official
suggest any of this?

Did he heck!
Why did you get such a

united response on occupa-
tion? | |

Lorraine: There’s no';thing,

else in Greenock to turn to—
unemployment is 16%.

We all felt we’d got a job
here, so what do we want to
sell it for?

The days of selling jobs.

are over!
Cathy: There’s no way me

‘and my kid sister can lose

our jobs there., My father’s
unemployed, he’s sick as

butivism and a complete
failure to tackle the central
problem of the power of the
multinationals within the
context of the Scottish econ-

omy will not hinder Sillars

and his ilk from exploiting
any available opening to
establish a populist party,
nor from exerting a dis-
orientating influence upon
the Scottish working class.
Whatever the weaknesses
in the policies of the SNP, it
would be misleading to
suggest that they will be

‘unable to build a base of
- popular

support - in
present political
economic climate,

and

In so far as they do so,

it will be by default of the
established trade union and
Labour Party leadership in

Scotland and their refusal to

mount a meaningful
campaign against the policies
of the Thatcher government.

Speakers at the SNP

the

well, paying £4 every time
he needs his tablets.

My mother works, but
she only gets £18 a week and

~the rent alone is £13.80. If

we lost our jobs we'd get
damn all, |
Most of the women’s

husbands in the factory are

unemployed. They back
them all the way —they want
the women to get in and
fight. . .
There’s no way we’d take
money for our jobs.

You cannot sell your job

in Greenock-nor anywhere
—not if they offered wus
thousands instead of the £60
they have offered in redun-
dancy money for four years.
Lorraine: In the ninth week
of the occupation they
offered an extra £100.

We said stuff it—next

- time you come to talk to us

you talk jobs and don’t
mention your money. -

esperate SNP demagogu
to adventurist tactics .o

Conference could 'correctly

lambast the STUC for their.

refusal to organise a
challenge on the question of
unemployment, g

- The cancellation of the
planned march against vouth
unemployment and the
betrayal of the workers in

dispute at Ayrshire Marine

Construction at Hunterston
are glaring examples of this
r_efusal to fight.

Retreats

Alongside this we have

witnessed Labour controlled R

councils, with.a few honour-
able exceptions, implemen-
ting the Tory cuts without
even a blush of shame. The
further  these retreats
proceed, the more they will
give heart to the Nationalists
now seeking a way into the
urban working class of the
Central Lowlands, |

phenomenon of the
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What are you getting paid
now from the union?
Cathy: £5 a week strike pay
—that’s. generous of them
isn’t it, considering we all
pay out 48p ‘a week union
dues? ~
What’s the other support
like? |
Lorraine: Brilliant —right
from the start. The first
night we were in the factory
for 32 hours. We had
fantastic support. =
The men came straight
away from the shipyards—
the stewards—and organised
to get us beds in.
Cathy: Beds and food came
from everywhere—the boys

~jumped to it and ordered

fish suppers.
240 fish suppers had to
come over the factory roof

and in the back door—there
wasn’t enough left in the
canteen to feed us all.

Now we’ve got it organ-

Exploiting a genuine
sentiment among Scottish
people for a greater measure
of devolution of power, they
seek to fajsely equate this
with the struggle for national
independence in = “Zim-
babwe, India and Ireland”.

The
Scotland is not of the same
order as in the independence
struggles of these countries
cited, and those who make

this equation are harbouring

a disastrous illusion. *

Certainly socialists must
take cognisance of and
grapple with the
“new
nationalism” - which have
emerged in the advanced
capitalist states in the seven-
ties, but that can only be
done in conjunction with an

unrelenting exposure of the

dead end politics of the
populist nationalist move-
ments, such as the SNP.

sentiment in

ised.

Lorraine: Yes the fruit and

veg shop sends in stuff every
day for free. He was the
factory’s daily delivery —the
company told him he’d.
never get a contract again
for helping us. -
He said he didn’t care
—these girls were showing
everyone up in Greenock
for the magnificent fight.
The shipyard workers
have each put a £1 a week

levy for us—the miners as

well have a weekly levy.

The Scottish TUC have
promised to back us-to the
hilt, ' |
- The day it was supposed
to close on 30 April we had
a meeting outside the
management’s office—it was
great—-with  the  miners,
dockers, workers from all
over (Greenock—they all
came to picket in case they
put us out.

STILL AVAILABLE

Workers Socialist
League pamphlet .

- APOLICY FOR
BL WORKERS

Price 45p including
~ postage from
WSL, BM Box
5277, London
WCIN 3XX
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What is it like in the occu-
pation? ~

Lorraine:
fantastic entertainment—
local bands come up to play

discos, even adult puppet

shows.

Cathy: We've worked out

some great songs. You know

the one ‘Shut up your face’,

well we sing:

‘What do you think we’d
~do—Hey!

What did they expect—Hey!

Go down to the Broo?-Hey!

Will we bloody heck!-Hey!

We will occupy -y

That is why we cry —y

Don’t shut up-a da place”.

But apart from the sing-
ing and the shows jt's
finished our social life!
You’re allowed a night off if
you ask, but only a special
night-we’re all expected to
do our shift.

Women with families get
what time off they need for

Great—there’s

the shopping or washing.

We’ve all a rota of duties,
chores from cleaning floors
to oiling machines.

You get on a certain
thing for two weeks and
then on to another—the
place has never been so well
kept.
'~ We've got an absolute

rule about no drink on the -

premises and we have really
strict security with full
searches going in and out to
check nothing has been
taken.

- All we’ve to to bargain
with is a million pounds of
unfinished and finished
garments and machines—
some brand new as well as a
new laundry six months old.

We've got the entire
Sweden spring collection—so
god only knows what they’re
wearing, but it ain’t Lee
Jeans. |

The feeling in the place—
well I can’t explain it’s

the beginning they’ve not
done much. We all know

- now they’re not as good as

they’re made out to be.

[t took six weeks to get it
official and they said we had
to have a vote from the Irish
workers first.

Cathy: We had a battle to
get Ellen Monaghan, the
convenor, to speak at our
annual  conference. The
General Secretary turned up
18 weeks after we occupied.

He said he was just

passing by!
- We told him we wanted
more than him just passing
by. He got quite a knocking
—we told him it was money
from our jobs that was keep-
ing him where he was.

None of the union
leaders thought we’d stick it,
they’ve got a real fight now
they’ll have to listen.

They also say we’ve got
to keep politics out of it.
What they mean is other
people’s politics, not their
own!

But everything we do,
every move we make is
political. ;

The factories are being
closed because of ‘politics.
The officials in the union
wouldn’t agree to organise
blacking, they just didn’t
want us to.

don’t take their word on
anything; we knew they had
no proof.

When we occupied we
got hold of some important
company files but we
-couldn’t get the accounts.
They were desperate to get
the files back but they
wouldn’t hand the books
over. |

- So we couldn’t
they weren’t bankrupt. We
know they’re just using up
government grants. When the
grant 1s up in Londonderry
they’ll just dump the Irish
workers too.’

VF has had free rent for
five years in Greenock!
Lorraine: We keep trying to
tell the Irish workers that
it’s the same fight—that
we're both up against a
company that doesn’t give
two fingers for us, our jobs
or our families.

Cathy: We want them to

black, but the women in
Derry are so afraid .that the
management will lay them
off. They say they can’t
afford to be sacked —it’s
difficult to give them the
encouragement that they’ve
got rights and should stick

prove

to them, stand up and fight
for them.

All- we want to do is
worksharing with them but
they won’t have any of it.

Isn’t that understandable?
They can’t afford to take a
cut in wages, '
Lorraine: Well we can’t
afford to lose our jobs. Ellen
Monaghan has tried to show
it’s one and the same battle.

Is there much chance of a
court order?

Cathy: We don’t know, the
company has said it will
leave the factory open till
August but we don’t know
what’ll happen then.

Is there a chance of getting
strike action from the other
NUTGW members nationally
if you’re touched?

Cathy: 1 don’t think so.
They’ll just not 1get  the
encouragement from the
leaders and they’re not going
to do it on their own,
Lorrcinie: We’re not going to
be imoved from that factory.
Cathy: No we don’t care if

~they send in the police—

we'lll not move—we’ll all
chain ourselves to the

machines.

- company’s

- others’

fantastic—just like another
home-—one big family.
- Of course you’ve got a
wee bit of coming and going
and have to put up with
eachother. We get on each-
nerves-—-but we’re
closer than we’ve ever been.
An unmarried girl came
back from maternity leave
and brings her kid up with
her fur = -tit: and every-

body t -5 a wee shot at
looking afic- it. |
And  su..2  beautiful

jumpers have been knitted!
Cathy: There’s been some
bad moments ‘like on the
second or third day the
management stuffed all the
heating pipes with paper.

It caused parafin to run
down the walls—if anyone
had lit a cigarette we would
have all gone up in smoke.

What’s been the help from
your own union officials?
Lorraine: Well right from

sell the stock and the

| So we told them we’d
organise it ourselves.

We went to the dockers’
unions, to the ports all over
the country, London, Liver-
pool, Grangemouth,

We got a great response
from the dockers. They’ve
given us a 100% blacking.

The dock::s could see
that VF would not be
worried about us sitting in
because -hough they could
plant

they could leave that 2

while,

But they don’t like their
products not getting into
Britain to sell, so no profits
can be made over here.

It’s profits they’re
worried about. ~
What about the attempts
you made to open the
books?

Cathy: Well their excuse for
closing us down was that
they’re bankrupt—but we

Ellen

55 Cambridge Road. [
Greenock.

“An anti-S

It is not every first

which great and sudden

gence column

novelist who can boast a
former CIA director
amongst admirers on the
book cover.

‘But then Robert Moss,
founder member of NAFF
and author of 2a highly
authoritative weekly intelli-
in the Daily
Telegraph

different,
- the same.
divided into
those

_violence is done to men; and

a large number of ‘“tense
psychological’ moments in
which good old Americans
confront their destinies.

~But if the package is
the pararoia is
The world is
two parts—
(diminishing) areas

1S no ordinary
author, |

His Telegraph
presents the world through
the eyes of Western intelli-
gence sources with whom his
contacts ar¢ many and good.

But the weekly spine
chilling stories of nefarious

column

- deeds by dastardly Cubans

and scheming Bulgars lacks
mass appeal. .

So Moss has turned for
collaboration on a more
popular -venture to Armand
de Borchgrave, chief foreign
correspondent of Newsweek
and a political soul mate.

Their novel, Spike. is
formula written. There are
paragraphs of perfunctory
S€X €very ten pages in which
men do things to women;
baffling ‘action’ passages in

lovingly protected by the
CIA/FBI-and that (growing)
CXpanse  where  nothing
moves except through the
machinery of the KGB.

KGB plot

It follows from this that

“every setback for US imper-

lalism since the war has been
2 KGB plot and every wet
liberal, anti-war student or
radical journalist a fool or
(more likely) a knave

It is journalists who are
the main targets for Moss
and Borchgrave in Spike.

It is the story of a young
radical reporter, Bob
Hockney, = who writes
America out of the Vietnam
war almost single handedly
and then—horrified at find.-

ing he has been a KGB dupe
—$€ts out to blow the lid off
American liberalism

To put it another way —
the book cover puts it —The
Story So Explosive it Can
Only Be Told ag Fiction!

Dastardly

Richard Helms, former
director of the CIA, puts it
still another way . According
to Helms it poses the ques-
tions ‘Can the Soviets des-
troy the West without firing
a shot?’ ~

With  a message  so
dastardly as this there is
little scope for character.
The figures who flit aCross
the pages of their book are
so flat and uninteresting
that cardboard is an inade-
quate description: cardboard
has more dimensions.

Nevertheless Moss and
Borchgrave piagiarise liber-
ally from life. Their fictional
trattors are made to serve
not just as symbols but to
suggest living people.

One of the most despised
characters is 2 man called

Phil Kreps—a CIA agent who

tairy

blows the whistle on US

itself

This leads to

PETER
reviews
published in
by Futura,

‘The  Spike’,

paperback

McINTYRE

involvement in the Chilean
coup. He has Cuban connec-
tions.

He is a ringer for the
CIA’s real whistle blower
Philip Agee, right down to
the Cuban connection and
the Amsterdam refuge.

Why such a crude smear?
It stems no doubt from a

problems. Originally the plot
has two KGB agents discuss
a secret plan to persuade 3
CIA agent to denounce US

intelligence —a move
supposed to have unique
benefits for anti-American
feeling. Later the rea] life
Agee is mentioned as one of
many CIA whistle-blowers—

kind of desperation.

History has not been

kind to Moss and Borch-
grave, It has not unfolded 3
picture they want. Some-
one must be responsible_ and
writing their book has made
it so. The whole ghastly mess

can be blamed on someone’s
plot.

Neat trick

But such an approach has

problems, since it would be
possible for
attract legal attention. The
dynamic duo have therefore
adopted a neat trick Agee
actually appears as a one line
reference in the book. And if
Agee appears as
then Kreps cannot be repres-
enting him.

the book to

himself,

as if they were two-a-penny.

Look-alikes

Ot'her well known look-

alikes are a radical American
actress (Fonda?) who joins a
Red Brigade
(Patty
Carter weak President who
is clearly modelled on Carter

type group
Hurst?) and a post-

himself (to say nothing of a

beer-swilling  aide closely
modelled on Carter’s
brother).

The - central character,

reporter Hockney, is about
as credible as J R. Ewing. A
brief appearance as a college
radical sets him up for a
s¢oop story, which in turn
sets him up as a Vietnam

Teporter.

The world’s press is just
waiting for wet-behind-the
€ars campus radicals to turn
into superstars.

There he reports a
massacre at ‘Can Lai’ (which
never  took place) and
becomes the scourge of
Conservative America.

His counter conversion
by a discredited CJA chief
and his help in unmasking
the whole of liberal America
as KGB agents must have
seemed the culmination of a

hfe-work to Moss and Borch-

grave.

‘Their story could be the
bar- room fantasy of two

frustrated right wing journai- -

ists. But even De Borch-
grave  and  Moss cannot
believe their own conspiracy
theories. -

That is what makes the
publication * so pernicious.

Moss ahd Borchgrave are not

innocents and they do not
believe their own propagan-
da. Spike is a “production
of malice and duplicity . It is
redeemed- only by its own
unreadability. As for this

review? Well, probably the
Cubans did it!

5277, London WCIN

STILL AVAILABLE
Socialist Youth League

THEIR CRISIS-QUR

5277, London WCIN

The miners and the ship-
yard workers won’t let the
police or any of them
through.

We can’t let them chuck
us out. Everybody’s watch-
ing us to see if we’re going to
win. We’re not going to give
up this fight. |

- We owe it to the people,
to our kids to everyone
who’s supporting us. We also
owe it to Ellen Monaghan.
Without her there’d Have
never been such a fight. She
lost 5 pounds in weight in
the first month of the occu-
pation. We all adore her for
what she has done.

She’ll never live it down.
She’s been a shop steward
for ten years and has fqught
the company all the way for
everything that’s going.

She’ll never listen to the
problems, she
doesn’t want to hear—it’s
us and our rights she cares
about,

She’s not thinking of
herself, she’s got her two
children working at the
factory. She says she’d
happily be a housewife but
there’s no way she’lll give |
up fighting until those jobs
are saved for the kids of the
future.

Donations

messages of suppOrt
should be sent to

and

‘Monaghan,

The Transitional
Programme in
Today’s Class

‘Struggle
The founding pro-
grammatic document

of the Trotskyist

International Liaison

Committee

Available, price 80p
including postage
from WSL BM Box

3IXX

pamphlet

SOLUTION

Price 30p including
post and packing

from SYL, BM Box

3XX
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It is now six weeks
since the 650 workers at
Laurence Scott and Elec-
tromotors, Manchester,
occupied their factory to
prevent its closure.

A mass meeting of all
seven unions on April 24
voted 3-2 to take over the
tactory and since then over
500 have taken part in the
stt-in.

The company, which
manutactures spark-free
electric motors for use In
mines and submarines, was

taken over in QOctober last
year by Mining Supplies of

Doncaster with an assurance

that the Manchester factory
would be kept open.

By ¢early April the unions
were told that closure would
take place on July 10.

Kept secret
[t later transpired that

the decision to close LSE
had been taken as early as

FFebruary 10 as a result of

the NCB’s 30% cut in pur-
chase of mining machinery
but had been kept secret in
order to claim six months of
government subsidies.
Mining Supplies’ owner,
Arthur Snipe, in a
“personal’” letter to each
LSE worker, threatened that
unless hormal working was
resumed by May 5, the
workforce would be
regarded as having broken
their contract of employ-
ment and would receive no
redundancy pay!
Meanwhile Snipe. main-
tained his life-style. at his
estate at Barnby Manor near
Newark, on his salary of
£25 640 (up 33% last year!)
plus € 100,000 made trom
his shareholdings in 1980

out of Mining Supplies’
profits from the NCB and
the Admiralty.

“Losses’.’

Arthur  Snipe’s more
recent communications with
the occupation have dwelt
on the ‘losses’ the tactory
had been making ancé the
flack of orders, but it was
clear from the accounts in

‘the factory that his argu-

ments were inconsistent and
the stewards are sure that
the factory was purposely
run-down prior to closure.

These suspicions would
no doubt be confirmed if the
stewards were to examine
all  of Arthur  Snipe’s
accounts and show how
much protit had been extrac-
ted from the NCB —-the main
purchaser of electric motors
trom LSL.

The workers have rejec-
ted Snipe’s 10-point plan for
keeping -
open, which included a
clause that only ten employ-

ees would be engdg.ed to

keep the factory open

Pledge suppOrt

The workers in the other

‘Laurence Scott factories in
Norwich and Blantyre have
- pledged
‘blacking work . previously

support. and are

destined for Manchester.
The NUM are blacking
Laurence Scott motors, a
member of the ou,updtlon
committee 18 going 1o

Send to: WSL . BM Box 5277, London WCIN 3XX

LSE Manchester

workers s

Barnsley next week to meet

Arthur Scargil and the
Yorks NUM, and a sub-
stantial  cheque has been

recetved from South Wales
miners.

The occupation
organised with
pickets manning the pad-
locked gates and they are
determined to win. They
need donations and messages

is  well

of support.

Plecase send to: JSSC,
c/o George Fryer, 20
Roundcrost, Romilly

Cheshire SK6 4L L.

FACT ORY CLOSURES

i Maeg r ane

Foshee Berdl o L oytant i

'lly campaigus
were lest &

Price 27p including
postage from WSL,

BM Box 5277, London

WCIV 6XX

shifts  of

 NUJ

Banners and pickets outside Headington Hill Hall

Nearly 70 pickets
from Oxford and from
L mdon (mainly NUJ
members)  joined a
protest last Saturday out-

side the offices of Per-.

gamon Press.

Milhionaire “sociahist™
Robert Maxwell was throw-
ing' a luncheon party for
350 guests to celebrate his
successful takeover of the
BPC corporation- -a tukeover
which has already cost
thousands ot print union
jobs '

Marquee

Golden
piano were carted in to the
marquee in the grounds. And
a band appdrently
posed largely of child labour

~waus chauffeured in to lend
a desperate air ot jollity.

Pickets including mem-
bers of the BPC NUJ chapel
shouted slogans demandiny
the reinstatcment ot the 9
members who were
Pereamon  tor

action in
house agrec-

sacked at
taking  strike
pursuit ot a
ment.

They shouted in vain.
only a handful of the selec-

‘ted scabs and bootlickers

even slowed down their
flashy cars long enough to
hear.

‘Leaflets explaining  the

Trial sub (UK).

.........

Six months . .

Europe.
Six moanths. . . . .. .. .

Rest of world:
Six months. . . . ..

3XX.

chairs and a

com--

Write to: Socislist Press, BM ;)
Box $277.. London WCIN :

to be thrust
windows of
moving Rovers., Diana Dors
cruised through in a blue
Rolls Royce. It you can tell
a man by his friends, Robert
Maxwell 1S not a nice guy.

dispute had
through the

Boycott

An ambulance was in
attendance, presumably . In
case any of the guests
suffered from o premature
knife between the shoulder
blades. .

The only success in per-
suading guests to turn back
had taken place betore the
picket “began. Strikers had
secured the agreement of
Oxford’s Lord  Mayor,
veteran . Labourite Henry
Nimmo, to boycott the pro-

. ceedings rather than cross a

picket line,

His rejection of the
invitation caused Maxwell
some damaging publicity:
but Maxwell’s  publicity
machinec has been going
sadly in other respects, too.

Fuelling anger

His latest “press release™
—sent out primarily o
labour movement bodies in a
bid to forestall further sup-
port for the strike has
succeeded only in fuelling
anger against Maxwell and

boosting sympathy for the .

Btrht now to stop Edwm

“received _
papers to whom it has been

strikers—now in their 15th

week of picketing.

Nor has it been better
in the few news-

sent. Apparently it  went
straight into the waste-bin
at the Daily Telegraph while
the Sunday Telegraph

carried a report which rein-

forced the strikers’ case.

Meanwhile a 4-person
delegation from Oxford CLP
headed by chauperson Tom
Richardson s, to  visit
Maxwell in an attempt to
persuade this “‘socialist” to
negotiate with the trade
unionists involved,

“New chapel”.

And a pathetic attempt
to infiltrate a gang of senior
managers nto the NUJ
throug,h the estdbllshment of
a ‘“‘new chapel” of scabs fell
flat on its face last week
amid front page publicity iIn

Pickets,sour

Maxwell junket

the local press. -
But the strikers stil -
urgently need print union_
solidarity —particularly from
the NGA —and financial and
moral support from the
whole labour movement.

Messages and donations
to the Strike Committee,
5 Union Street, Oxford.

*Oxford NUJ branch
voted lust week to write
letters ‘of complaint to
Soviet Weekly NUJ Chapel,
the - Communist Party of
Great Britain and the Morn-
ing Star, protesting at the
fact that Soviet. Prime
Minister Tikhonov held talks
with strike-breaker Maxwell
last month. |
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Edwardes out!
Thatcher out! were the

main slogans of a
militant 3,000 strong
demonstration which
marched through Solihull
last Friday.

They were demonstrating
about BL.’s plans to close the

" Rover SD1 plant in Solihull

and to transfer to Cowley

with a loss of 2,300 jobs.

- The entire manual and

| staff labour force from the
"SD1 joined the demonstra-
- tion. With them were shop

stewards and militants from

- the Land Rover and Range

Rover plant and sections of

workers - - from - other
- industries in Solihull.
The demonstration,

 which ended with a rally

T

The Peoples March

- attracted the support of

literally hundreds of
thousands of workers
who saw it as a lead in
the fight against unem-

ployment.
But it has failed to shift

‘the mood of lethargy and

indifference to unemploy-

- ment which has prevailed in
the TUC as the jobless total
- has “climbéd over the 2‘/&

- million-mark. .

Last week TUC leaders

 decided that they would not

formally wind up the cam-

o paign launched by the
' '-'match.

- But. ﬂ\ey mtend to plac

Within the last fort-

night the fascists have
gone on the offensive
physically and

On Thursday June 4

‘they attacked three Asians

and stabbed one of them
seriously as they were leav-
ing a pub in a predominant-

| ly black area.

This recent assault, con-
ducted by racist skinheads

- shows that organised fascists

are at work in Coventry and

- have chosen it as the target
‘area in the Midlands.

Following the gigantic

and highly successful demon-

stration held in Coventry on

| Saturday May 23 the New

National Front has applied

- to the council to hold a.
demonstration on the same

day as The Specials and

-other bands are due to play
. for "the anti-fascist struggle
- In Coventry . |

The NNF organiser Alan

 Stewart. has declared the.
-march -in the name of “law

m the

outside the offiées of the
Tory controlled council, was
a clear demonstration of the

militant mood of the work-. N

force,
It shows that the con-

- ditions are now .developing

for an allout fight against
BL management over the
current round of closures
which include ndt only the
SD1 but the Wellingborough
foundry and the parts depot
in Cardiff.

Mick Clark, the TGWU

- convenor of the SD1 gave a

ful report to the BL Com-
bine Committee-which met
last Saturday.

He said the,
been built only  five years

ago at a cost of £ 140 million

(which at today’s prices is an
-investment - almost equal to

'the recent Mini Metro invest-

sits on Pe
larch

ities in order to keep out
socialists who migh

The only concrete pro-
posal to emerge from a top-
level discussion last week on
the next steps was the call

for a lobby of parliament by
unemployed and

young
school leavers in the autumn,

Offtcn.al TUC protest is
. therefo:e

- Temaining
stubbornly m the' wel-worn
rut of s:x-monthly protests
to let off steam, interspersed
with systematlc betrayals of

. day-to-day struggles -against
- closures, cuts or* redundan-'

- cles.

and order” and has stated:
‘NNF marches have

always been conducted with

the highest standard of dress

~and behaviour in mind. In
- view of the police decision

to allow. recent highly provo-
cative and offensive demon-
strations (o proceed we
envisage no problems with
our application”,

- The Labour leader of
Coventry City Council has
called for the march to be

banned while the Tories are.

demanding a blanket ban.

No answer.

The history of the anti-

fascist struggle tefls us that
state bans are no answer to
the fascist onslaught. The
fascists are always protected
by the police whenever they
march, unmolested, while it
is the labour movement and
the anti-fascists who are
crippled - and paralysed by
state leglslatlon

It is no accident that
- renewed calls for the amend-

ment of the Public Order

Act occur at a time when

'_when ~the
.production in .- September
this year. This will mean

plant had |

4 t seek to
introduce calls for genuine
- action.

Meanwhde the Tones ;

ment)
He said that the f1rst

stage of the rundown will be
TR7 ceases

compulsory redundancies in

. ~August;

“Lulled”

He said
admit that we supported
Edwardes in the past™. The
problem was that Edwardes
had “lulled most of us” in
1977 and had then won the
ballot for his survival plan.

(He was referring to the
joint meeting of plant direc-
tors and convenors held in
January 1978 at
Edwardes introduced him-
self and his plans for BL and
got a standing ovation led

look on

and youth is channelled into
the most futile succession of

lobbies, petitions  and
marches. .
The fight against unem-

ployment must be pursued

on two fronts.

On  the one hand, the
unemployed must be organ-
ised in unions—the forth-

coming conference in Leices-
ter (June 27—see page J) is
- an important contnbutlon to

this fnght

youth and workers in Britain

-and internationally are at the

forefront of the struggle.

If the NNF were to

march in Coventry without
police protection they would
be physically taken on and
smashed by the united
efforts of the militant black
community and the labour
movement,

The Coventry Committee

Against Racism intends to
organise a counter-demon-
stration wherever the fascists
march on 20 June, at the
same time as ensurmg that

the Specials concert is defen-

ded.

It must be seen as an
attempt to unite black and

white youth behind the anti-

fascist struggle.

It is a real public Oppo;-
tunity for actively exposing
the lies of the fascists and
to show that- they have
nothing to offer . white
youth,

‘The last attack by the

- fascists now urgently points
- to the need for the labour

movement to act.

opposed the -whole pro
dure was then dismissed as B

- taken

“many of - us

which

in . almost open
~amusement and delight as
the frustration of workers

- built

.by Derek Robinson. Bob

from Cowley who
proce-

Fryer

a ‘“lunatic” by . Eddie

McGarry—who has now = JEFEE

voluntary
dancy)

inquiry into the Edwardes
plan and for a further ballot

in BL, which he assessed

that Edwardes would now
lose. |
- Pat Hickey, deputy
TGWU senior steward at the
SD1, made a strong state-
ment to the committee.
He said that support was

‘building up, but eventually
‘the only effective action will
be an- occupation of -the -

plant. “Then we will have to
fight™.

He said that the SDI

e’s

- ing action to ‘defend al jobs

and prevent plant and publlc
sector closures.
In neither figh

‘ - lead be-given from the TUC:
On the other hand the .
fight needs to ‘be pressed
“home for occupations and -
supportmg strzke and black-

a new- feadership must be
“within  the

struggle fo: jObS

"The black community
and all labour movement
bodies are at risk. They are
not dealing with just undisci-

- plined gangs of skinheads.
Defence squads must be

built to crush these attacks
wherever they occur.
Already sections of the

~ labour movement have come

forward with the call to

launch a labour movement
inquiry into the arrests that
- took place on the massive
- demonstration on May 23.

This. should be seen as
the first step towards setting
up. independent organisa-

tions- of the labour move-

ment. But it is in the work-
place, the Labour Party
wards and trade  union
branches that the fight must
be sharply waged against

-racist terror.

*No to police/state bans!

*Organise to drive the

fascists out of Coventry!
*Build black and white

labour

squads!

redun-

Clark called for a public f

't wil a

labour
movement to. press home th-e |

Trade

movement defence

from the Wellingborough
foundry even attended the

~_meeting (having called at the
~previous meeting for higher
‘redundancy payments) and

the senior stewards for the

- 500 workers remaining in

the Canley .
were “‘lucky” because they~

plant said they

would be getting the work

- from- the Cardiff plant after

Ed ward es

- were - calling a Bzrmmgham-
wide mass demonstration on
| Saturday August 1 and were

mmtmg other . factOrz’es to
join in.

He said plans were laid

to try to press the national

officers of the unions into
support for the struggle and
a  lobby
Automotive Committee of

" the TGWU was being organ-
ised for June 18 at Smith

Square in London.

| He went on to support
the call for a public inquiry -
into the Edwardes plan, an

~inquiry which he considered

should be based on the
‘labour movement.

~ Stressing the problem of
getting the support of the

National Officers, one dele-

gate from Leyland Vehicles

‘reminded thé meeting that .

when Edwardes ballotted the
workforce on his ‘‘survival
~plan”. the CSEU had taken
,full page adverts
“national press to advise BL

~workers. to vote in favour
- time when crucial decisions
- will have to be taken inside
the SD1 on direct action to

of the Edwardes proposals!
- Nothing had happened
since then to suggest that
they had changed their

position, he said. .
Qutside of the SD1 the
: ptoblems of . the struggle
 were ~obvious. No ~de-leg_ates~

of the National. «.plan for a. further

 redundancies—which ~ he

in the

it closed down,

All ouf attack

In contrast,.Bob Fryer

from Cowley Assembly again
assured the meeting that no
Rover work would be
touched in Cowley Assembly

whilst workers at Solihull

continued to
closkre. | |

A delegate from Jaguar
Browns Lane reported on

resist - the

“the all-out attack on the
trade union movement atthe |
plant. |

He smd there was a new
1050

assumes will be compn_lsory.

‘Management methods are

fear and intimidation. They

-are saying that if the redun-

dancies  are - not accepted
they will close the whole

lant
- He said resistance is now

developing on the tracks,
where management is impos-

- ing a track speed increase of

25% on the workforce.

The Combine Committee

then decided to call a motor
industry  conference for

Saturday- August 8 in Bir-
generate -

mingham  to
support against the closures.

This is an important
initiative and comes at a

defend the jobs.
- The conference should
recetve the full support of

the. trade union: movement
in the car and component

~ proposal
‘Assembly to organise-a con-
~ference. of BL workers and

shop . stéwards

tion!

industry. o
A further important
decision was also taken by
the Combine Committee.
Delegates voted on a
from -  Cowley

shop stewards on victimis-
ation and the attack on the
movement
within the Corporation.

No date has yet been

fixed but it will provide

an unportant opportunity
to examine in detail the

- victimisations—such as . the
.Longbridge 8 at the begin-
ning of the year—and lay the

basis for strengthening and
revitalising the shop stew-
ards’ movement in the
confrontation.

*BL  workers: lobby

National Committ‘ee ~on
June 18! _
*Full support for the

- demonstra-

anmgham
*Mobilise for the Motor

-Industry .conference on 8
-August!

*Black all movement of
work, machines or material

~ -trom -the affected plants!

THE COMBINE com-
mittee heard speakers from
the South African TUC and
from the - Anti-Apartheid
Movement speaking on the

‘mass sacking of BL workers

in South Africa. .

A resolution was passed
pledging solidarity with the
victimised workforce -and
urging BL convenors to

- check if material was going

to South Africa from their
plant and organising blacking

action where possible.

The issue of lreland.

dominated the Annual

Conference of Trades
Councils held last week-
end in Southport.

In his "opening address
to the conference Len
Murray made a strong attack

on the motion from the
Greater London Association
of Trades Councils which

called for an end to emer-
gency powers legislation, for
a Bill of Rights, the restor-
ation . of special category
status and a commitment

} on withdrawal of British |

troops.

- The motion was inade-
quate as it did not include
a call for troops out now.
But it met opposition from

Murray and the TUC General
Council because it did call”

for special category status.
Murray’s main argument

- was that the resolution, if

passed, would antagonise the

| Northem Ireland Committee
- of the Irish Congress of .
Unions who had
refused to take a position

on political status.
- To. pass the resolution,

- he claimed, would be to. side
“with .._sectanamsm ~ “and.
- would “imperil ‘the lives of

our colleagues™.

Because of Murray’s
intervention and the amount
of interest this generated in
the debate on Ireland, the
motion was brought to the

top of the agenda for the last

day of the conference.
Though the mover of the

motion, Tom Durkin, from

Brent Trades . Council said

that he was not seeking con-

frontation with the TUC, it

‘was obvious that the motmn B

did - challenge bipartisan
policy on Ireland.
The debate itself was

very good with a minority of
speeches against the resolu-
tion and none of the usual
witch-hunting.

Dave Hallsworth from
Tameside Trades Council
attacked the Northern Ire-
land Committee of the ICTU

‘as being unrepresentative of |
the Catholic minority and

spoke of the enormous

support for political status

and  troops out in the six
counties.

Mick Jarmaine of Leices-
ter Trades Council siad that
many trades councils, includ-
ing his own had a pohc in.
favour of political status and

troops out now..

in his reply to the

debate defended the record
of the Northern Ireland
Committee which had been
attacked by several speakers. |
His reply was unconvinc-
ing. He was heckled when he
said:
*“There s a representa-‘
tive of the NIC on the police
authority.  They’re fighting

for - repeal of emergency

powers, they are fighting to.

‘reduce remand periods, they
are making progress.”

The resolution when put
to the vote was passed by a

substantial majority.

- There is no doubt that _.
this is a major blow -to the
TUC, who now will have to
review its bipartisan pohcy
on Ireland.

- The passing of the. resolu-
tlon is the beginning of a
positive debate on Iteland in
the Brltlsh labour move-
ment. -

‘Many of the trades coun-
c1ls and county -associations |
of trades councils represen-
ted at the conference are
now planning to organise
local and regional conferen-
ces On Ireland.

And it will no longer be

possible for the TUC to

- witch-hunt " and di |
‘Mike Walsh of- the Inter- - unt ‘and disaffiliate

‘national Department of the -
TUC

trades councils like Tameside 1

“who ‘oppose TUC policy on

Ireland.
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| A body called the g
] Katowice Forum - has :
| issued a statement which Civil Serpice Minis ¢
- ivil Service 1ster Soc
has provoked a wave of . | o - | s = SRS R A S S |
,‘ ort f the Soviet Leaders of -the nine all-out strike to the member-  collapse of the gains made management, which will 1n Labour Party Parliamentary dispute. »
| SUpport 1rom 1ie SOovIe civil service unions spent ship, though it hds not con- . by civil  service  workers turn provoke walk outs in leadership 18 beginning  to The next week WJJI be~
i and EaSF European nearly the whole of last ducted any campagn for  through Increasing  union offices which are implemen- wake up to the tact that for one of crucial significance
; bureaucracies and strong ) ‘ such a policy  and  was strength over the last ten ting emergency procedures. the last three months civil in testing out the etfects of
{ attacks from  within week ~attempting  to opposed 1o the escalation ot yeurs. | fn DHSS and DE sections  service workers have been  the further intensification,
i. Poland persuade the government  the action a mere (wo wee ks baced with - such CPSA branches must link up taking on the government. and in demonstrating the
E | a tof:’tlr(-)vide some sort of JEO. | prospects the hght‘to umple- with SCPS  branches o ln.dwldpal lefts hke way the union bureaucrats
Che Torum has attacked bait by which they could , , . kbt the @mand _TOT?“ ‘01‘1_1 organise  emergency  pay- Dennis Skinner have spoken - will turn to maintain control
; the present leadership within ; Historic decision strike- action must be para- ments  under  their  own up In the past, but this  over members who will not
Polind - tor losing control sefl out the 1981 pay mount. ) control. week-cnd  saw  an  ofticial put up with the present
_ within the country. [t has B claim. Now in the fourteenth 'lﬂi(ﬂnvcvcr. workers tn the statemcnt from the oppos- impasse any longer.
’- attacked  the leadership of That they Were week Of sustaining o cam- 1SS und the Department Full support 1tion. '
: S ld( ] S d ‘ ¢ k ‘ d . : ]t-\/ »L]‘L : > ‘ l ’ a ¢ .L(- t l ] t t () ' = * pp Y ’ . aAYs W7 . . .
‘é ohdanty and it talks about @ noccesstul is clearly due  paign of  selective  action - 91 PRIP O)t/)meg mus ]rgan | . - The Labour leadership .
{ *u 3 I Y b Cau, ) ) A ' \ S _ = ' ) ¢ ..Ih ") -bys N ' ove ' o ’ ) . P = , . , . ’ _
; :I(:t'iali%tnti!”(?;:f]ct‘t inmPol-u(rigt’i’ more o Thatcher's mtransi- which has hit government i\r;::zr_l:,;]r:y dsei)zi;;;]nctr:?q Vt(]; Obviously this has to be has ]:“SS'Cd ;m e fubhs{:ed arken Sociaily
:; aving th Lt}:‘ Y U] gened than to any desire by revenue, ports, atrports and 0 s LS ‘ done on the basis of full O%p?r-umt){ O f“;‘}" U(Vekf of T)P Workers  Socialist
Mying that he pdrty must @ ke Council tor Civil Service defence establishments, civil At th t - support for the pay cam-  'viole sections of the rank League, BM  Box 5277,
not serve the working class @ Uinions (CSCU) 1o stick  to service workers  are  faced t}t i r}r}lomum | sleems baien. It there is more than and file by its silence on the London WC1N 3XX. Printed
(NS I “ L an '_' = . o : ‘. . . ‘ o . 3 ( wb‘°. X . s
but d”‘“ﬁt L . the 1577 and €10 under- with a histeric decision. L]GZH' F}‘ft L & ,3](,)% I,nkl ftdm_ a minimal level of scabbing P32 battle. by East End Offset Ltd,
The l'orum 1s under the sinnine claim To  back down now aritt,as ‘;rc polscb to 1@ ¢ un or a refusal by those in London E2. Registered as a
‘hairmanshi ‘ . W BT : | | i otfficial action by relusing to | A . .
(‘w‘l\liir'rll?t:irr’l?hllll)lcé;Lcrth;t‘ 'nth::: Having been ‘dented any  would  represent  the most ke cnwrt*encix puymi:nt% work to pay the strike levy Boost gﬁ‘;‘fspag‘?r dat t'tlhed POS:
Political  Burea Gerard B TO0M to  manocuvre, the crushing - blow. "It would =5 . " T " then unofficial action is the The fighi to affiliate the N ';gne articies on;;)
R Aredd, Lo CPSA cxccutive (leading the open the door to massive job ‘only alternative for members . ¢ rignt to afhhatc the necessarily  represent  the
G“bNr,Y""t Cof nine largest union  the (CSCLUY cuts, imposition of new tech- Suspensions striving to bring the dispute CPSA 1o the Labour Party  Jviews of the  Workers
oven o the Katow; '}"3-3%‘ along ‘with the SCPS leader-  nology, wholesale victimisa- This will certainly lead to to a head. could ‘“}’eb been G un Socialist League.
:t:tte? (to ]tLhc dfz:n;:fome”;, ship is sct to recommend an tions and the overnighl new waves of suspensions by There are signs that the CACLNOUS _00“‘ uring the -
Communist Party ((mwmss ‘ '
have  disassociated  them-
selves  tfrom  the bPorum's )
statements,
Condemned | b
- And since even the Polit: o

Mokt itie 2w 4

by British state forces in support of the prisoners, simply prolonging the war,
a.gainstf tIl:Je' (t‘lath()lilc ;I)()pjllz}- t_"Btutdtherc is much more i‘nv:j(jasmg t][l'c* (tlclzltll"toll and need to collect over £200 a week to ensure
tion of Northern Ireland is still to do. ceding watcher’s  war - . ‘
r_ not qualitatively but guun- While 1t 1s tmportant t0  machine, that we d()l‘l‘t fall Sh()rt.. | ‘. .
; titatively - different.  from .1 the “bipartisén” Amidst  today’s  mass Our Specnal Fund still Sh(_)WS httle S1€1 of
E repression here. policy by which Labour and :;“("";f}':’g’t““;']‘& t”:;]‘ ““"]’1’“3'[: ‘moving: only £30 was received during the last
| TUC leaders support the veme AR LI : week and we are still ‘
PR e : - only half way to our
Capitalist rule Tory linc in breland, we must  Active campaign against army ‘ N Y y
go further, and fight within  fecruitment, in concert with target of £2,500 with six weeks to go to the
. : : PN he tight to  pull British
The troops in  the siN the unmons. and the Labour :r(>()p< T)utioflrclund Cl()\"]o date
Coutes e e e R | We urgently need a response from all our
ecting 1 Cathohie - " : Yireod ruler ki
z ority _than the cops in This means stcppmg up Responsibility v uler 1ikins readers and supporters it we are going to
:‘ Brixton ‘“‘protect™  black tjw tight tor the prisoners’ .Thc valour of the hanger *Victory to the hur:é,cr start these two f-‘unds moving and get the
: youth against racism. They five demands, and at the  strikers has brought the Irish strikers! POW status now. monev rolling in.
| are there to preserve  the same  time  demanding - the war to the forefront  of "lmups out ot lrcldnd y 2
' stability ot capitalist rule by immediate  withdrawal ot British politics. Tt s now our NOW ! | | Send us 2 donation t()day
; stemming the resistance of  British troops trom Ireland. responsibility ~ to butld a ’;SC:I dctc;rmmdtmn for Socialist Press Fund
the most oppressed sections We must show that those movement strong enough to the Irish people o Ten
of society, who point to the deaths of SCCUTe the PFISOTNICTS *Don’t  jomn Thatcher’s BM Box 5277, London WCIN QXX
' Brezhney These truths have begun soldiers as a  reason for  demands. army: Join a3 union! - _

stop meceting.,

ical Burcau ot the CP has
condemned the documents,
the Forum has decided to

But none of this has
stopped  the press ot the
other Fast Luropean states
tatching onto 1t i order to

HUNGER STRIKE !

socialists that the repression

now conditions to campaign

prisoners of war are in fact

| ttack the devel t | o |
t attack the developments in _ | After a poor showing in May the June fund
| The Kremlin news agency | FROM FRONT PAGE has now got off to a bad start with only
| > ), | . : £95.23 coming in during the. flrst el ht days
i Cont'd p.‘.,.COl. ] many trade unionists and to sink home and created  punitive actions against Irish of the month. 8 . 5 y

To meet our target of £850 a month we

Don’t let us
fall short!




