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“Do not scoff at American power. Do not scoff

at- American reach”.

These solemn words from

President. Carter’s chief security advisor Zbigniew
Brezezinski in the wake of last week’s catastrophic
imperialist military debacle should not be seen as

mere bluster.

While the US warmongers
can be expected to bluff and
swagger in a bid to restore their

shattered prestige, the blow that-

has been struck against US
military credibility is one which
could still drive the Carter
administration to the most des-
perate retaliatory measures.

The rescué ‘raid itself was
clearly a wild and desperate
gamble, and one that has shown
beyond doubt that the lives of
the 53 US hostages are only of
incidental interest to. Carter in
his struggle to reassert US§
political and military domina-
tion over Iran and the Gulf
region in the wake of the Shah’s
overthrow, -

Indeed the first reaction: of
military experts was to viciously

-attack Carter for aborting the
apparently futile rescue bid. He
should have allowed .the adven-

ture. to run.its course, they
argue: that way he would
certainly- havé been let off the
hook—either by the rescue of
the . hostages or by them being
killed in ‘the raid on the
“embassy!

" No doubt in the course of
time the full details of one of
the most disastrous limited
operations ever staged will
emerge.

It is- obvious for instance
“that Carter’s evasive account
was carefully framed to avoid
reference 'to the ground forces
within Iran itself that must have
been lined up to assist the hand-
ful of marines in their assault on
the embassy.

But his speech did pinpoint
at least one of the reasons that
drove him to give the go-ahead
for ithe mad mission: the grow-
ing crisis of the Iranian central

government under President
Bani-Sadr.

The early days of last week
had seen the eruption of full-
scale civil war in Kurdistan, in
which national liberation
fighters have come under a
barbaric hail of fite from Iranian
artillery and helicopter gun-
ships.

At the same time nght wing
moves, personally led by Bani-
Sadr, aimed at brutally crushing
the power of the ‘Marxist”
Fedayeen guerrilla forces amd
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Carter

their power bases in the univer-
sities were proving ineffective.

Bani-Sadr’s  inability  to
impose  central
authority on the Iranian masses
and national minorities has
meant also that, despite his
declared intention to resolve
the hostages issue, he has been
as impotent to ihfluence the
students as Jimmy Carter.

With his hopes of a 'negotia-
ted settlement in tatters; his
economic sanctions ineffective;
his European “allies” in dl‘Sarray

government -

and refusing to act for another
month; and with the prospect of
further sanctions driving Iran
into the open arms of the Soviet
bureaucracy and the European
Stalinist states, Carter clearly

deduced that the situation was

worsening all the time. -~

Meanwhile in the US itself
a racist media campaign has
been preparing the ground for
an imperialist onslaught on Iran,
while Carter in election year
needs above all to divert voters’
attention from  runaway
inflation, slump, and growing
unemp]oyment

So the mlssmn~reputed1y
planned months ago and prac-
tised up to 30 times in desert
areas of the USA—was given the
go-ahead, and the chapter of
accidents began.

Having gambled and lost,
Carter is now in a far worse
plight than ever before. The
hostages are now dispersed so
widely they cannot be rescued.

The anti-imperialist senti-
ment and self-confidence of the
Iranian masses has risen to a
new peak; and new anti-imper-
ialist pressures have surfaced,
with demonstrations in Bahrain
and denunciations of the raid by
the reactionary Kuwaiti regime.

It is now plain that any more
extensive imperialist' offensive
would trigger an upheaval of
struggles throughout the Gulf
_region.

Carter has therefore exposed
to the world the limited options
he now has available. The most
powerful imperialist nation is
over a barrel:

*Any attempt to lay mines
around the main Iranian oil
port of Abadan would risk

| Stalinism,
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*Moves for a naval blockade
of the Gulf could create-a con-
frontation with the Soviet task
,force lurking close behind the
‘Us warships. And it could
antagonise other Gulf states,
possibly halting up to 40% of
Westem oil supplies.

A US military invasion of
lran is virtufily out of the

' question. Under present arrange-

ments it would take the US
army a week to put even a single
division of troops into Iran.

Iranian leaders have already
talked of invoking Soviet aid
against an invasion: the USSR
has 14 divisions on the Northern
borders, which could be in Iran
within hours.

Even without the danger of
Soviet involvement
knows that any invasion move
would bring a long, bloody, and
unwinnable war against a united
anti-imperialist movement.

*Recognising this situation a
secret Pentagon report has
argued for the use of tactical
nuclear weapons which would
enable Carter, in the words of
one general, to “turn Iran into
a parking lot”.

But the hopes of limiting
such an action or avoiding
confrentation with the entire
Arab world would be minimal.

Carter’s desperate weakness
however is by no means a guar-
antee that he will not indulge in
another military adventure:
indeed the army pressure for
punitive action to Yestore pres-
tige must- have risen dramatic-
ally.

The task of opposing a

' MAY DAY
‘GREETINGS

The Socialist Press Editorial Board ‘sends
May Day greetings. to the international trade
union and labour movement, and to the
- oppressed in every oc\:untry in thejr struggle
against imperialist explontatlon and against

US fighters prepdre for action
“hitting ships headed for Iraq.

Cdrter

 Reconstruct the Fourth Intemationa:l! ,
Forward to the world socialist revolution!

renewed imperialist offensive
against Iran is one that falls to
the international working_class.

In the US and every imper-
ialist country the demand must
go up loud and clear: Hands off
Iran! Not one man, not one
penny to the war effort! No to
any sanctions against Iran!

In the US these events in
election year point to the unan-
imity between the two capitalist
parties in supporting Carter’s
imperialist policies: a Labour
party must be built, based on
the wunions,. to defend the
independent interests of the US
working class.

Revolutionaries 'must fight
within such a.party for a . full
programme of demands, for. the
overthrow of US capltahsm and
the 'establishment of a workers’
government.

In Britain, and throughout

‘the EEC, capitalist governments

continue to back the US offen-
sive: the labour movement must
mobilisie in mass action to
defeat the war moves, force a
withdrawal from the antx-com-

munist NATO alliance and the

EEC, and fight for the over-
throw of capitalism * and a
Socialist United States of
Europe.

And in Iran and the Guif
states, the workers movement
and oppressed nationalities,
while uniting to repel any
imperialist ~ offensive = must
mobilise in revolutionary
struggle to topple pro-capitalist
Islamic and semi-feudal regimes,
and replace them with workers
and peasants’ governments com-
mitted to the struggle for a
planned socialist economy.

5 -




_urbs

" offensive  but-

" when he

=INTERNATIONAL = S
Brazil strikes sh ake
libe

. The month-long strike b§
over 100,000 metalworkers
in the Sao Bernardo and
Santo Andre industrial sub-
of Sao Paulo has
reduced the
regime’s strategy for ‘liberal-
isation’ (abertura) to tatters,
reinforced the growing
confidence and' strength of
the Brazilian  industrial
proletariat and forced the
military to revert to its
“hard line”. ) '

The strike. began  late in
March in demand of a 15% wage
rise against the employers’ ofter
of 5% —inflation -for the first
quarter of 1980 was running at

70

The cmployers—the  most
important ot which are the
automobile multinationals VW,
General Motors, Ford and Fiat,
refused to make an ofter above
the limits imposed “by the

regime,

These  are  transparently
designed to make the working
class pay for Brazil’s deepening
¢conomic  crisis  which  has
resulted in 90% inflation over
the tast twelve months, one of
the highest levels of indebted-
ness in the world and unemploy-
ment of over 20%.

This strike by the- metal-

" workers follows those ot 1978

and 1979 as a dircet challenge
not simply to the economic
also to the
political attack on the organisa-
tions of the working class.

In 1979 the-mctalworkers’
strike was declared illegal but
nothing was done to arrest.Luis

. Inacio ‘da Silva (Lula), the union

leader.
A week ago Lula Jlon\y with
80 other tmublu makers”

The rally held by “the

Communist Party in
London to celebrate the
anniversary of the Portu-
guese revolution turned into
a bitter rout of CP General

Secretary Gordon
McLennan.
The Portuguese  Stalinist

leader Alvaro Cunhal was lauded
by the almost cntirely CP
audience as representing the
‘true” communist line—while
McLennan was shouted down
tried to defend the
British CP’s line of opposing the
invasion of Afghanistan!

Cunhal centred his contri-
bution on the same lines as the
Portuguese  military President

Eanes in his recent presidential

address. "

The survival and Consolida-
tion of Portuguese democracy is
now at stake, he declared, with
the moves of - the right wing
around their presidential candi-
date General Antonio Soares
Carneiro.

Cunhal said the’CP is all for
democratic government and for
parliamentary elections.

The real thing is to reduce
the right wing party to- a
minimum and increase’ the
number of CP MPs.

He opposed Portuguese
entry into the EEC on- the

grounds that it would ruin ‘our’

industry.
Eanes takes essentlally the
same line in warning the right

. wing generals about not des- -

troying ‘the gains made in April.
Cunhal of course did not
deal with the role of the CP

\

Figueiredo

was

e

arrested, tfood supplies for the -
assembly

strikers  intercepted,
places deénied to them and a
tull-scale  military - operation
launched to break the stoppage.

The union léaders have been
charged under article 36 of the
national  security law, with
“incitement  to  collective  dis-
obedience of the taw™. '

1hc pcmlty can be up to 12
years' imprisonment.

The arrests were Jppar«,ntly
carried out without President
Figuciredo’s  knowledge, and
reflect  the growm; indepen-
dence and impati¢nee of the
“hardliners’” in the armed forces
as well as that of imperialist

capital with the rcglmc ’s po]lcy
of “liberalisation”. /
Figueiredo had no chou.e
but to acquiesce in the action
which will, no doubt, herald a
renewed offensive against the
workers.
Strengthened
“ However, Lula’s arrest has
strengthened the resolve to con-
tinue the. strike which, in ‘any
case, had been supported to the
degree that it had proved
unnecessary to post picket lines.
Every effort will be made to
relieve Lula of his union post
and replace him with a stooge

Lula addressing Sao Paolo mass meeting

Red faces at
Stalinist rally

which has-since April 1974 held

_back the devclopments of the

revolutionary  struggle  and
tought all the time to confine it
within the bounds of so-called
“democracy”
organising demonstrations in

detence  of the Provisional
Government of General
Goncalves.

The political divisions with
his hosts in the London mect-
ing. came over the question of
Afghanistan,

Cunhal of coursc tried
politely to paper over the cracks
—saying ~ that differences are
quite acceptable.

Attacked

The audience, however, was
in no mood tfor compromise.

They attacked McLennan for
refusing to attend the Paris
conference called by, ‘non-Euro’
partiés to discuss Afghanistan.

Yet the divisions are far

" more¢ apparent than real.

Cunhal’s politics both in
Portugal and internationally
reflect a firm adherence to the

“foreign policy requirements of

the Kremlin bureaucracy.

Moscow’s strategy of “peace-
ful coexistence’” with capitalism
in Europe-was perfectly imple-
mented by Cunhal’s efforts to
stem ihe tide of revolution in
Portugal.

And its bureaucratic/military
moves to defend the borders of
the SoMet ©nion through the
invasion of Afghanistan finds an
equally obedient response from
Cunhal . and other ‘‘pro-Mos-
cow” CP leaders. )

to the extent of

McLennan and the British
CP leadership, however, along
with their Italian and Spanish
co-thinkers, have taken the line
of “peaceful coexistence” with
capitalism one step further—in
consolidating a much closer
relationship with their “own”
national bourgeoisie.

Split loyalties

This leaves them equally det-
ermined to head off and betray
the independent struggles of the
working class.

But it does mean that in
instances where their ‘“‘own”
capitalist class. emerges in con-
flict with the Kremlin bureau-
cracy, the CP leaders’ loyalties

(and even parties) are severely

split.

In the case of Afghanistan

therefore, the French ‘Euro-
communist” CP has swung in
support of the Soviet invasion
despite a major anti-communist
witch-hunt, while the Italian
and Britisht CPs have lined up
with
denouncing the invasion.
Neither pro-Moscow nor
Eurocommunist parties offer
any independent lead to the
working class internationally:
such .a lead, can only come
through  the !
Trotskyist parties which set out
consistently to defend the inde-
pendent interests of the working
class . in the revolutionary
struggle for power.
/

amongst

(‘pelego’) as has occurred in
several other unions in the last
weeks.

Since “Brazilian labour laws
were directly modelled on those
of Mussolini and have remained
almost totally unaltered for over
40 years this will prove no
problem —on paper.

However, Lula personified a
challenge to the ‘pelegos’ that
has broad' backing amongst
workers and taken an organisa-
tional form in ‘the ‘Oposicao
Sindical’ (trade union opposi-
tion), a rank and file movement
centred in Sao Bernardo.

This movement is strongest
the car and metal

workers but it is beginning to
expand, one factor in this being
the militancy of workers, who
are fired once they have worked
three years in the plant and
become as a result eligible for
the top wage rates.

Dock strike

A further indication of the
spread of militancy was last
week’s victory of the strike by
workers in the docks of Santos.

Politically, the Oposicao Sin-
dical is manifestly social demo-
cratic and syndicalist.

It has increasingly drawn

support from the liberal church
hierarchy and is establishing
links with the Brazilian Labour
Party, although in the fluid and:
confused political climate result-
ing from the weakening of the
dictatorship allegiances are con-:
stantly in flux. )
What, above all else, is clear
is that the vanguard of . the

Brazilian proletanat has through;., '

four massive strikes in successive
years broken a decade of retreat
and quiescence.

It is growing in militancy but
lacks political leadership - and
remains vulnerable to the forces
of the  dictatorship which it
must destroy.

- imperialist

their own. capitalists in_

struggle  for .

. oligarchy  and

Hold your fire’

-warns US

The US State -Depart-
ment, mindful of the
dangers of precipitate action

_in El Salvador, has once

again warned the local oli-
garchy not to engage in
independent terrorist action
that threatens the xmperlal
ist strategy of “pacifica-
tion™. ?

Ambassador Robert White,
embarrassed by the publicity
gained by the assassination of
Archbishop Romero -and the
continuing frictions in the
apparatus (‘hawks’
and ‘doves’) over how to retain
control of this tiny devastated

country, recently openly
accused the  San  Salvador
Chamber of Commerce of

funding and organising right
wing terror squads.

It was a risky move but
clearly necessary if the veil of
‘reformism’ was to have any
credibility in masking expanding
US intervention.

The move

Washington that in order. to
hold EI' Salvador within the
imperialist orbit it is necessary
to ditch the ‘14 families’ of the
deepen  the
alliance between the military

and the sector of the bourgeois- .
* je that is directly linked with

multinational capital.
This was certainly the

appears to .
 confirm the decision taken in

gained‘ by the
capitalists as they

impression
affronted

trooped out of the meeting with -

White:

“Next the USA will ]ust send
in the marines to kill anyone in
a 3-piece suit”, remarked one.

Another was shghtly more
perspicacious:

“Like many others, 1 pald to
have my workers propagandised
against the lies of the left, and
gave money I suspected Would
go for guns.

And yes, I think a few of us
paid to have evil men killed. The
USA .can rightly blame us for
X and Y but not for the whole
alphabet.”

,Such touching candour does,
of course, contain an element of
truth, but the imperialists are
not in the business of shoulder-
ing moral responsibilities.

The interest of revolution-
aries in this lies only in assessing
the shift in class forces and the

strategy of capital, which has -

staughtered 2,000 Salvadoreans
.in’ the first three months of the
year,

White’s action has not put
paid to the other tactics under
way to eradicate the left.

The growingd link between
the Salvadorean and Guate-
malan armies in elaborating a
coordinated strategy for inter-
vention was confirmed last week
when a Guatemalan transport
plane crashed on an ‘internal’

~ flight and’ several members of

envoy-

the Salvadorean general staff

- were found amongst the dead.

. Equally, the Honduran role
in thls ‘Holy Alliance of Powers’
has become clearer, with the
confession of twenty
‘Somocista’ guerrillas captured
in Nicaragua that they had been
trained by the Hondurans as
part of an extensive plan to

establish  right-wing  terror
groups in ‘trouble spots’.
In El Salvador itself the

killings continue—another 26
peasants were. killed in the
‘agrarian reform’ last week—and
the apparent lull in events after
the general strike that followed

Romero’s assassination is clearly |

one that precedes the storm.
The leftist guerrillas, partic-

ularly the FPL, have resumed

operations in the countryside,

executing several well-known
members of * the right-wing
ORDEN, and launching a

successful attack on an army
unit which apparently shook the
US Embassy because it involved
the wuse  of ' heavy ~ callibre
weapons and evidenced military
skills of which
previously thought incapable.
This, - however, is not the
declaration of 0 pen war—for the
left still lacks the capacity for
an all-out military challenge to
the army and will continue to
do so until it receives aid from
Nicaragua, Cuba-: and the
workers states which have so far
failed in this elementary inter-

" national task.

they were -
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In the face of mounting
world economic recession
and soaring prices, the dyn-
amics of the class struggle
throw more and more layers
of the Indian masses into
open struggle. T

This has ' been shown by
darge scale demonstrations of

the blind, the seizure of land by
the Harijans in Bihar, and the

national. struggle of the
Assamese. -
As Gandhi steadily takes

steps to enforce rigid political

“control and stability over the
. subcontinent, the {ndian work-

has expressed its
through  countless
struggles overjthe past year.

ing - class

Counter attack

" Workers in jute, oil, ship-
building, textiles and banks,
alongside civil servants and the
landless masseés ~ continue to
farce the bourgeoisie to prepare
its counter-attack.

The escalation and polarisa<”
. tion of -the class struggle takes -
. place under new conditions and

on a higher plane with the

bourgeoisie led by its traditional

party—the Congress (1).

And it is the outcome of the
January indian "elections that
glaringly highlights the acute
crisis of proletarian  leadership
that confronts the iftlian labour
movement.

In the context of economic,
political and civil chaos the
Congress (1) and the Stalinist
CPM emerged decisively,

“The Janata Party, during its_

nule "~ ‘had" proved -’ totally
incapable of arriving at a united,
cohesive strategy either to hold
back the forward movement of
the working class, which had
ousted. Gandhi and her regime,
or to solve the basic problems of
the crisis-ridden economy.

" In the face of an organised
working class, a starving peasan-
try and profit stricken-industria-
lists, the Janata Party was driven

itself to attempt emergency

measUres—mtroducmg preven-
tive detention and a newly
drawn Industrial Relations Bill.
It was such measures that
conditions  under
which a reorganised Congress
Party could consolidate itself as
the leading politicdi representa-

_ tive of the ryling cla3s..

/
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The main workers party, the
CPM, extended its overall base
in three traditional, strongholds
—West Bengal,

- Tripuia.

Its strength in these states

no doubt reflects that the work- -

ing class and peasantry voted for

the CPM on a massive scale, .

especially in  West Bengal
enabling it to pose as the main
opposition party today.
However, the central thrust
of the politics of the CPM
remain those. of a ‘’people’s
democratic front'’, ;

Kerala and -

Gandhi

The broadest possible amal-
gamation of capitalist and
Stalinist parties is enthusiastic-
ally sought and incorporated
within a popular front,

Since its inception, the CPM
has faithfully pursued this
strategy, forming electoral blocs

"against the forces of authorit-
arianism’’

Its recent alllance with the
big landlord capitalist party the
Lok Dal led by Charan Singh is

‘a noteworthy demonstration of

the CPM’'s willingness to ally
with the most -viciously reac-

Algerian minority fig

The northern area of
Algeria—the Kabyle- part 'of

the Berber region—was
reported last week to be in a
state of open rebellion

against the central govern-
ment.

- Correspondents of foreign
newspapers have'been forbidden
to .visit the region and the
government party (FLN) news-
paper, El Mujadid, has only
made brief mention of “agita-
tion, used by forelgners to de-
stabilise the regime”.

But several reports speak of
agitation in the towns of Tizi-

. Quzou and Azazga by students,

workers and peasants from the
neighbouring countryside’
involving demonstrations,

o factory occupations, barricades

in the streets, assaults on FLN
offices, official buildings and
hotels and, the burning of public
buses and pohce vehicles.

. The university students of
lel—Ouzou, who appear to have
led the protests so far, are com-
plaining. about' “‘cultural repres<

- ston; farced Arabisation and

crass ignorance of rights of the

Berber culture and lan uage.”
Berber students have aiso

demonstrated in Algiers itself.
ThlS agltatlon ‘on national

government,

rights

rights must be deeply disturb-
ing to the bureaucratic military
regime of the new President
Chadli.

Berber. people from Kabyle
played a major role in the
nationalist = struggle  against
French imperialism and have

provided many leading fnembers *

of the FLN.

Despite this and the heavy
economic spending by the
regime in Kabyle, the FLN
facmg " its. first
major polmcal test since the
death of General Boumedienne,
appears to have 10st mass
support in a key area of the
country,

Repression

Chadli’s only means of res-’
. ponse to mass opposition so far

is  bloody represmon—several
deaths of demonstrators in Tizi-
Ouzou and Azazga 'have been
reported—and an -attdmpt to
label the agitation ‘forejgn-
inspired”.

As in Tehran the government

“

forced students out of the /uni-/
versity at bayonet point.

" While there can be no doubt-
ing the mass hostility to the
central government, it is less
easy to explain why. Berber
nationalism should have
surfaced at this point.

Indeed the term Berber is
misleading, since it embraces
several subcultures who share
little other than the fact that
their spoken dialect is derived
from the same root.

The most important group in’

number and influence ate the
Kabyles—~some 3 million strong
—in an Algerian population of

17 million—-who live in the
mountainous  areas East of
Algiers. |

The second largest are the
Shawiyas—around 1 mllhon,
there are also other groupings,
ge‘nerally little .invoived in
national politics. }

. The Kabyles—many of
whom have emigrated to France
in search of employment—are in
general ‘more Westernised - and
cosmopolitan in outlook than
the other Berber groupings, but
do not appear to suffer from
economic or political discrmin-
atién at the'hands of the central
government.

. Bengal,

tionary bourgeois forces.

The extent of its class collab-
oration was exposed particularly
sharply in Uttar Pradesh, where
the Lok Dal stood 78 candidates
and the CPM one candidate in
an electoral bloc that accrued
benefit solely for the Lok Dal.

This took pilace in a context
whe in its forward movement
the working class is actively
searching for a political alterna-
tive to represent its independent
class interests.

It is significant ‘that when
Gandhi moved in. to dissolve
oppasitional - state assemblies
before the by-elections in order
to secure a majority in the
Rajha Sabha that the Stalinist
states were left reassured and
intact.

Administration

For the time being, Gandhi
is content to leave the admin-
istration of capitalism in West
Kerala and Tripiura in
the hands of the Left Demo-
cratic Front which has been
responsible for managing the
capitalist state economies in a
comparatively stable fashion.

She is not yet ready to deal
with the significant base that
the CPM—for all its betrayals—
has cultivated.

Indeed under the present cir-
cumstances, the CPM serves to
act as a stabilising force in the
face  of . ‘a ' militant, ; class
conscious labour movement.

As such it poses no threat to,
the ruling class.

However, as Gandhi
proceeds to confront the tasks
of resolving the crisis of bour-
geois democracy in India, it is
inevitable that she will combine
her populism with increasingly
repressive measures against>the
undefeated working class.

Already she has astutely
dissolved the nine assemblies
led by totally discredited right
wing parties in order to central-
ise " her authority and assert
direct control. over -the weaker
states. .

She is being forced to aban-
don the skeleton farce of Indian
democracy {which remains the—
pride of the imperialist bour-

ts for

Trotskyists however give full
and' unconditional support to
the demand for national rights
and the rights of all -peoples
to self-determination.

At the same time they muit
point out that the problems of
oppressed minorities cannot be
resolved in the imperialist epoch
even by full political indepen-
dence.

They can only be resolved
by social revolution—one of the

-political conditions of which is

an alliance in struggle with the
working class within  the
oppressor nations, and the con-
struction of a Marxist leader-
ship based firfmly on the
Trotskyist strategy of perman-
ent revolution,
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SES UP AGAINST
LEADERS

Charan Singh

geoisie and the Indian Stalinists)
and is preparing the necessary
groundwork upon which to con-
front the working class and
peasantry..

The CPM, balancing itself
between the organised move-
ment of the working class and
the assaults of the Congress (1)
will no doubt repeat their per-
formance during vyears of
Gandhi’s Emergency and
continue to seek and further
support other brougeois parties
within the decrepit framework
of parliamentarianism.

Trotskyists have consistently
argued ‘that parliamentary °
democracy is only desirable for
the  neo-colonial bourgeoisie in
so far as it guarantees stability
and serves in their ever more
desperate search for profit-

Unlike -the Stalinists of the
CPM, who periodically despair
with the ¢ry that ‘‘democracy is

in: peril’” we refuse to SOW. any
illusions of bourgeois

.democracy but point to the

crucial need for“workers to for-
mulate demands. that express

their own independent class
interests,
Fabric
It is not Gandhi‘s anti~

democratic moves alone that are
the enemy of the working class
but the entire fabric of capitalist
class relations of production.
The crucial task that faces
workers and militants is to build
a united front of the indepen-
dent organisation of the
working class and the peasants

to withstand the capitalist
onslaught.’ ’
One of the most vital

demands to arise from such a
united front should be to mobil-
ise to force the Stalinists to
break their criminal counter-
revolutionary links with - the
parties of the bourgeoisie!

It is only the Indian working
class which can smash through
the barriers of the caste system,
national and ethnic oppression
and religious superstition that
have fettered the peasantry and
the rural oppressed.

It is the historical task of
Indian workers to lead the peas-
antry in-an alliance that will end
the - domination of finance
capital- and will build in its place
a society where human need—
not capitalist profitability deter-
mines the planning of
production.

AV
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For years large tins label-
led  “herring” have been
exported to capitalist
Europe, where they ‘are
opened and their real
contents—best Soviet caviar -
—repacked and sold at astro-
nomical prices.

The difference between the -
herring price received by the
Soviet gtate and the caviar price
realised on' the world market
has been shared between the
capitalist dealers and the Soviet
officials they were in league
with and deposited in a Swiss
bank account,

Cracked

Last week the Soviet police
finally cracked the racket and
arrested 200 officials for what is
being called ong of the worst
economic crimes in the history
of the USSR.

in fact, of course, the caviar
racket is simply a particularly
dramatic sample of the kind of
crime which goes on all the time
and which the Soviet system of
bureaucratic ' planning without
any democratic workers control '
encourages,

The “‘greatest .economic
crimes” of Soviet history are
not those committed against the
regulations of the ‘ruling
Stalinist bureaucracies; they are
those committed by the bureau-
cracy itself against the masses of
workers and peasants, millions
of whom have died for the
Stalinist travesty of the planned
economy.

;
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Indeed, as far as the planned
socialist economy is concerned,
the Stalinist ~ rulers
always insist in their propaganda
that what they are selling to the
working class is authentic caviar.

In fact it is worse than
herring!
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The policeman whose
truncheon blow to the head
killed Blair Peach already
knows he is to get away scot
free: but the Friends of
Blair Peach who have fought
to expose the murder face
possible legal action at the
hands of the Director! of
Public Prosecutions!

The DPP  is considering
whether  to take court action

The Stalinist dominated

Corby Trades Council set

out on April 26 to prevent
any confrontation with the
fascists.

After  militant  speeches
earlier in the week about keep-
ing the fascists off the streets of
‘our town’ they transformed
this on the day into a sterile
round of speeches and liberal
sloganising.

When a march was finally
organised in, a move by the
Stalinists to defuse the mount-
ing ‘militancy of the 1,000 plus
anti fagcists (many of them local
youth who had gathered at the
Civic Centre) ‘this turned out to
be no more than a circular tour
of the town shopping square.

Militant anti-fascists inter-
vened tc. demand the march
head straight for the area where
the fascists, were assgmbling—

.and were able to win the

support of many of the youth.
For a.brief moment, with
few. police about, it was possible
to make a decisive move
towards breaking up the NF

The Daily Mail was une-
quivocal. ‘We are with you
all the way’ it declared to
President Carter -on behalf
of Mrs. Thatcher.

The Mail was premature, Its
clarion call in support of an
armed raid on the American
Embassy in Tehran came 24
hours before the faid took .
place, and would no doubt be
rubbed out by Mrs Thatcher if
she had the chance,

Warmongering is a popular
sport with newspaper owners.

It fits easily with their belli-
cose and instinctive attacks on
their own workforces, their
hatred for anything foreign and
their paranoia over anything
that might possibly be tinged
with Bolshevism. - '

In the case of Iran, racism
has been the dominant method
of attack since the Shah was
overthrown. :

References to Mad Mullahs,
jokes about Arabs and a wilfull
determination to find = the.
moods and motivations of the
masses incomprehensible has set
the: scene for a campaign to
back a military invasion or any-
thing short of that.

Had the US.marines reached

‘their target; had they massacred

everyone in the place including

t
over the publication .by the
Friends of Blair Peach of a
poster describing the six-strong
.SPG squad as ‘wanted for
murder’, and against the Sunday
Times tor publicising the names

march.
But the dithering of some of
the SWP contingent allowed the

. Stalinist stewards to line up

with' the police to divert the
whole thing back to the Civic
Centre. .

Under pressure, the Stalinists
then agreed to open up the plat-
form to all speakers and take a
vote on what action was
required to ~stop the fascists
marching.

But the same stewards swift-
ly changed : their minds and
made it clear that noone who
wanted to drive the fascists off
the streets would get near the

microphone.” o :
Anti-racists from' Leicester
then' intervened, =~ using a

borrowed loud-hailer, ; to. ‘argue
the case for ‘no platform’, and
wop a resounding vote for
immediate action. . .

Bigwigs.
The Trades Council bigwigs
found themselves alone in the

empty square.
As the anti-fascists moved

the hostages, and had they left
behind a liberal number of their
own dead on the dogrsteps of
the Embassy compm?nd, these
same newspaper owners could
have found it in their hearts to
applaud.

But the US attack foundered
not in the drama-filled streets of
Tehran but in a remote desert
area of eastern Iran.

Even granted

that the

official Carter story is not the’

true one, there is little to stir
the hearts of the most jingois-
tic of imperialistic bigots in
this tale of bungling death.

What wag left for the war
hounds of Fleet Street but the
gnashing of teeth?

Plaintive

The Daily Express wailed
plaintively that the real issue
was that US allies (ie. Mrs
Thatcher) had heard about the
raid on BBC radio.and had not
been taken into Carter’s confid-
ence.

But while the press had been
taking - its cue from the Tory
front bench it now found itself
echgipg the opinions of the
loyal backbenchers. )

The Alliance Comes First,

-

. was theé message in the Financial

Times.
“Whatever

criticism

| Report slams polic
‘at Southall

of the policemen—one of whom

killed Peach.

Meanwhile the independent
report- on last year’s Southall

cvents commissioned by

the

~ Police escort fascists
‘through Corby

off they came into immediate
confrontation with a small
group of fascists parading on the
.opposite side of the road.

There were a number of

" arrests as youth tried to break

through and get at them. The
anti-fascists then went for the
Front assembly area, breaking
through the police lines on the
way. N
Headed-off by police rein-
forcements they returned to the
town to block the route of the
NF mareh. B
The anger of the local youth
was- clear, as they rampaged
through ‘the shopping area.
When the -400 rabid NF
finally did march, under an

escort of 1,500 police, they ..

*,artived chanting: ‘British, Jobs

for British Workers’ and i
for ‘import controls’ to keep
steel in Corby—the very slogans
the Stalinists-themselves used to
knife the fight for steel jobs!
The more than 60 anti-
fascists ~arrested were largely
victims of the frustration caused
by the reactionary
manoeuvrings of the CP.

European Governments have of
the American action, the first
priority must be to maintain the
alliance intact.”

The Guardian (which rejec-
ted ‘“easy smirks at the fiasco
somewhere in the Iranian Bad-
lands”) said:

“In -short order several
lessons flow. That alliance, con-
sultation and loyalty —amid such
evident danger—is a two way
street. That the White House,
wallowing pitifully and alone
needs counsel far more than it
needs simple obedience . . .
Driving Iran pell-mell and need-

lessly into the amms of the.

Soviet Uniop makes no sense.”

In that last sentence lies the
key.

The press knows that there is
a time for criticism and a time
for silence.

It knows that Carter and
Thatcher together provide the
only credible card they see
around to play against the
Soviet Union.

Amidst the growing aggres-,
sion of frustrated imperialism,
and the tub thumping moves in
the direction of military
confrontation, ' the capitalist
press finds its own doubts are
buried beneath the overwhelm-
ing desire to state which side
they are on.

-~

|

i

condemns the council for allow-
ing the National Front to stage
its provocative . meeting in
Southall Town Hall; the courts
for their biased handling of the
cases of those arrested; the DPP;
.the media; the police for their
brutal methods and racist abuse;
and the Coroner’s court hearing
the inquest on Blair Peach.

It ‘called for an official
public inquiry into the Southall
events and in particular into the
SPG, whose . officers are
confirmed to have been found
to possess a wide array of illegal
weapons, including a metal
weighted truncheon, in. their
lockers.

It is plain that the inquiry -

has done much to illuminate
the savage reality of the police
riot in Southall; but it comes as
no surprise that it can offer no
seripus answer to the problems
it reveals.

In reality such violence from
the capitalist state machinery
can be brought to an end not by
inquiries and protest, but by
revolutionary action to bring
down the Tories, drive out
Labour’s right wing leaders,and
install a workers government

which will set about disbanding .

the police and standing army

and é€stablishing in their place .

workers’ militias answerable to
the labour. movement.
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Lobour's independent’

e violence

right wingers

While the long-running
saga over right wing moves
to expel Oxford socialist
Ted Heslin from the Labour
Party drags on into yet
another inquiry, an angry
letter to Labour Weekly
from Northampton shows
the problems a constituency
faces if it wishes to expel

.

~ extreme right wingers.

~ The Northampton South
.CLP refused to reselect two
sitting councillors, who flouted
the discipline of the Labour
Group. ‘

* In a typical display of right
wing contempt for democratic
decisions the two councillors
proceeded to run as indepen-

PHOTO: Derek Speirs, IFL

dents, - producing political
material that attacked the local
Labour leadership.

When the GMC discussed
disciplinary action against them
the ° necessary two-thirds
majority was obtained for their
expulsion.

Overturned

Yet that expulsion decision
was promptly overturned by the
NEC-in whose view it is appar-
ently quite legitimate for right
wing Labour Party members to
run independent election cam-

paigns in defiance of the local -

organisation.

We can be certain that no
such tolerance would have been
shown thad the “independent”

Tory Lord St Oswald
recently invited one' of his
political acquaintances to

~fish his well-stocked lake at
Norstell ‘Priory, near Wake-
field recently. - /

During the European elec-
tion campaign when the noble
lord unsuccessfully made a bid
for Yorkshire West, his rather
unscrupulous past was revealed.

As a foreign journalist he—
like many other sections of the
ruling class and the Daily Mail
—backed the barbarous fascist
Franco in ‘the Spanish Civil
War, -

" Our readers will be delighted
to learn that St Oswald’s
obviously talented and sporting
guest landed a 5% 1b trout.

interested to learn the identity
of this individual—none other

Labour MP for Barnsley and the
Labour government’s torture
chief in Ireland. -

This should aid clarification
on what is meant by “extremist
elements” in the-Labour Party.

They may also be more than '

“Roy's
“catch

than the Rt. Hon. Roy Mason, .

ship.

candidacy been one based om
socialist policies. '

Meanwhile,” as
Agent David Hughes intransi-
gently _defends the " NEC’s
protection of the Northampton
renegades, the local GMC has
voted to uphold its expulsiom
decision, }, and has publicly
challenged™the Party to expldin
why it ha$ been denied its right
under rule to select local candi- *
dates and why members who
run as “independents’” against
the district party should not all
be treated alike. = -

The answer of course is

National

clear: the socidl democrats of

the Labour - leadership = are
neither socialists nor democrats..
Theit policies ate those of
seeking piecemeal ‘yeforms”
within a bankrupt and crisis-
ridden capitalism—and therefore -
lead consistently to them sup-
porting attacks on the working
class. . .
And the internal regime of
the party reflects above all the
need of the Callaghan-Healey

. leadership to preserve its con-

trol 'in defiance of a'leftward’
moving rank and file member-

While the fight must be

takerd 'up within the Labour
Party on policy and on accoun-
tability and party democracy,
a revolutionary socialist leader-
ship must be constructed.
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--. The political crisis facing
the British working class has

. been sharpened by - the
-return of the Thatcher
government and the

/response of the trade union

- and Labour Party leader-

ship. o

\ The final year of the Labour

A . government’'s life was marked

by -a series of tenacious pay

strikes .in  which the |political

thrust became  incfeasingly

‘apparent. The public sector

~strikes, though led to defeat by

the cowardice and perfidy of

the union leaderships, were a

damaging blow to a government

which had only one claim to

govern—that it was capable of
reducing class conflict.

The lorry drivers’ strike took

a : high- form of class struggle.

Picket lines and strike commit-

+-  tees brought the movement of

" supplies under their control, and

, in many cases broke free of the

, chains of the bureaucracy. It

: brought fury to the capitalist

; class and the forces of the state

» to see employers lining up in

|

A e

- front of strike committees and
asking for permission to move
+ . supplies.

These strikes underlined the
..~ truth of the WSL perspectivé/,
which we had to defend against
a variety of political forces. This
was that the working class will
- fight courageously when it sees
its material interests at risk, and
that these struggles can rapidly
“take a high level of struggle.

Yet the effect of these
struggles was to shift the labour
bureaucracy .te the- right. The
Callaghan/Heatey  government
grew increasingly intransigent as
its claim to be better placed to
ram cuts in' living standards
down the throats of the working

. . class grew increasingly hotlow.
REE "The lefts, though vociferous
against the five per cent limit,

- shunned .action which could
threaten the government,

.
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" Steel pickets at Port Talbot on the first day of the st

osans
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'DOWN TH

attack

This week we are publishing the first of two parts of the document on British
Perspectives that was adopted at the Fourth Annual Conference of the Workers "
Socialist League on April 4-6 1980. For reasons of space, some sections have been
slightly abbreviated. The second part, The Crisis of Working Class Leadership, will
appear in next week’s Sgcialist Press.

Callaghan bluntly told them”
they should either challenge his

leadership or
~chose the latter.

shut, up. They

Although the trade union
leadership grew shrill verbally
and issued dark and dire warn-
ings, they, too, were pushed to
the right by the pressure of

events. The TUC

o

Hiry,
g

“omen

rike®

code on

i

picketing gave the ruling class .

almost every concession it
required. Although workers on
picket lines virtually ignored the
code, it gave strength to the
courts and police and under-
mined sélidarity.

The election took place with
the working class angry and con-
fused. It saw no clear path for-

_anti-Toryism. Although

~arguing that the Labour bureau-

ward but was fuelled mainly by
some
workers in this confusion’ did
vote Tory, the reason for the
Thatcher victory was the mass
defection from the Labour
Party of its petty bourgeois
support which found what it
saw as a refreshing ‘radicalism’
in the Thatcher programme.
Thatcher came to power

with a clear mandate from the

ruling class and the middie
classes to smash up the organisa-
tions of the working class.

This truth has become such
common rhetoric among labour
bureaucrats and every shade of
left ‘that its meaning has been
diluted. It is not a phrase but
reality.

It must also be clearly under-

stood that the task of the;

Thatcher government is not a
‘return to the 30s’. The Tory
vision of the 80s needs no such
historical apology.

Its aim is not simply to
remove rights from the working
class but to destroy them in
struggle, and by doing so leave
the working class,in a worse
position than the 30s.

, Those cynics in the Labour
party who argued that the
return of Thatcher was ‘no
different’ from the right wing
Labour government were wrong.

Those' who argued that at
least the working class would
fight Thatcher, were actually

cracy . would fight Thatcher.
They were wrong toQ.

The working class has shown
that it is prepared to fight
whichever government is in
power. The number of days lost
to strikes (which admittedly is
not an adequate guide to the
temperature of the class
struggle) shows that the 29
million working days lost last
year were, proportionately
speaking, evenly divided
between the four months of
Labour rule and the eight
‘months of Tory rule.

The bureaucracy, on the

other hand, has shrunk still -

further from confrontation. Not
only has the TUC continued
to talk to the Tories, and
continued to parade its
Concordat (which it periodically
buries, only to resurrect), but it
has increased its efforts to
isolate the struggles of the
working class which do break
out.

The first three months of
1980 -have shown the massive
strength of the working class
and .a level of betrayal by its
- leadership which constantly out-

_ strips all previous experience.

It is in this sense that there is
a qualitative difference between
the struggles of the class against
the decaying Labour govern-
ment, and the -struggles against
the Tories. .

The need for a break with
syndicalism has become even
more acute. The struggle for

political leadership of . the
working class has become even
sharper ) )

The opportunities are
greater; the penalties for failure
more severe
International , Economic
Crisis

All present evidence points

Q: John Sturrock. Report

to @ worsening economic situa-

tion for world. capitalism.
Within a whole period of very
slow growth of production, a
new sharp downturn, expected
to be at least as severe as in
1974-75, has begun and is likely.
to be particularly acute in’
Britain. :

Virtually all the indicators of
capitalist profits show a
continued downward trend. As
world inflation once again
accelerates, pushed on by
further escalations in the oii
price, there are continued signs
of the precarious instability of
the world currency and
exchange system—evidenced by
intense fluctuations in the price
of precious metals (reflecting
waves of defensive and pessimis-
tic speculation), and in sharpen-
ing inter-capitalist rivalries (the
upward auction of interest rates,
competitive devaluations and
mounting pressure for trade war
measures).

While we avoid a perspective
of imminent, inevitable catas-
trophe, and struggle towards an
understanding of capitalism’s
still considerable armoury of
defensive measures, we must
recognise that the overall
economic situation of the capi-
talist system—the problem of
producing and realising surplus
value under stable conditions—
has been acute for a decade and
continues to worsen. And in
these circumstances we cannot
rule  out sudden economic
downturns much more severe
than we have seen up to now,
monetary crises, waves of pro-
tectionism and so on.

The round of price increases
imposed by OPEC over the last
12 months has become a major
component of the economic
crisis Qonfronting the capitalist




world—and increasingly pene-
trating to the economies of the
‘deformed  and degenerated
workers states.

As the dollar has fallen in

velue against. other major capi-.

talist currencies—in particular
the Deutsch Mark and the Yen—
50 the purchasing -power of the

vast pool of 3800 billion dollars.

held outside the USA has fallen.

To ‘protect themselves
against the  anti-imperialist
mood and mounting demands of

- the workers and peasants in
their own countries, the rulers
of the oi}-producing, states need
to prevent their oil. revenues
falling too far in real terms.

And the lranian revolution
proved to be the trigger to the
development in 1979 of a new

. aggressive pricing  policy
amonst the oil producers which
has restricted supplies to the
worjd market and raised average
prices to 26 per barrel.

. Every forecaster is now

agreed that this will have a

dramatic impact on. the -ailing
world economy—dnvmg up
inflation, unemployment, "and
balance of payments deficits.
The 24-nation Organisation
for Economic Development and

Cooperation (OECD) predicts

an overall growth in gross
national product of its member

countries at no more than 0.3%

in 1980—as against an original
forecast of 1%, and a growth

last year of 3%.

Within this average increase,
Britain and the US are expected
to actually decline by 1.25%
and 2% respectively. This
decline in growth, put crudely
means the destruction of
existing - forces of production,
and a further rise in already high

_levels of unempioyment {up
from 17 million to 20 million in
the OECD countries alone).
Elsewhere, too, the picture s

one of stagnation or insignifi-

cant growth—at a time when
human needs -continue to
increase.

Yet far from steering clear of

such a slump, capitalist leaders
are forced to head relentlessly in

that direction in their efforts to

cut out the least profitable
sectors of industry, to hold
down the price of oil through
cutting back demand, and
attempt, through - monetary
policies, to curtail runaway
inflation.

The impact of the oil crisis is
feit everywhere: from the
powerful - Japanese economy—

driven  from huge balance of

payments surpluses into deficit .

by the oil price rise and the
rising value of the yen—to the
strong West German economy—
revising downwards its forecasts
for growth in the light of pros-
pects for oil supplies and prices:
from the crisis-ridden US
economy —facing the traumas of
Carter’s ‘‘energy programme” in
a do-or-die attempt t6 cut back
on its huge oil import bill, to
the chronically sick British
economy—in which manufactur-

ing industry is still forced to pay

world market prices even for
North Sea oil, while the inflated
value of sterling drives export
prices sky high.

Underdeveloped Economies

But if last year's oil price
rises have causeti havoc in the
advanced capitalist countries,
the last 12 months have brought
a 'staggering $33 billion dollar

_increase in the oil bills of the

underdeveloped economies.

i This increase amounts to
more than 12% of their total
export revenue, and .as such
signals a renewed round of
increasingly savage attacks by
puppet governments and mili-
tary _dictatorships. upon the
already super-exptoited workers

and peasants of the semi-colo-

nial countries,

Yet the generalised slump in
the world capitalist economy
and the already desperate state
of the economy in many of the
underdeveloped
whose combined foreign debts
already exceed $400 miltion and
will increase by a further $55
million in 1980—greate the very
real danger for imperialism that
even the most brutal onslaught
on the oppressed masses will fail
to extract sufficient increased
exploitation. ’

There remains the haunting
possibility of one or more
underdeveioped countries
defaulting on thier debts to the
imperialist * bankers—a move

“that could precipitate a catas-
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trophic chain reaction of fore-
closures and financial collapses
in the advanced capitalist coun-

tries themselves,

Such a prospect is particular-;
ly- worrying at a point of time
when the political hold of
imperialism over the underdevel-
oped economies and oil states is
increasingly coming into
question.

The confrontation between
1JS and the Khomeini

the

countries—

regime over the-hostages -issue,
for instance, led into a series of

reciprocal reprisals in which a

whole series of fundamental
principles of capitalist relations
have been thrown overboard.

The Carter regime “froze”
ti.e. stole) billions of dollars of
franian government assets
lodged with US banks; the
Iranians responded by refusing
to make regular repayments on
a 9500 million loan—only to be
declared in default on the loan
at.the instigation of leading US
banks.

As writs fly over the legality

of the US procedures (in parti-,

cular the freezing of Iranian
money in US banks in Europe),
there is the possibility that lran
will. repudiate its $15 bitlion
international debts, and refuse
to accept US dollars in payment
for oil supplies, as well as
slashing back production to a
subsistence level; such moves
threaten to prompt simultane-
ously .a- new round in the
monetary crisis, a new crisis-of
confidence in ‘major banks, and
a new shortage,of oil on the
worid market.

But no less damaging to the
confidence of the imperialists is

.the fact that a $500 billion

Iranian loan-has actually falien
into default— the first time a
government has  fallen' into
default since World War 2.

With underdeveloped coun- .

tries all over the world facing
monumental debts ~and
impossible conditions at home,
the temptation for them to
simply withhold payment and
default must be growing. And,
as one Midland Bank official
told Newsweek: ‘‘Quite honest-
ly, if a country cannot repay,
what can you do? You can’t
\‘orce it to pay what it hasn’t
got.”

As the workmgs of finance

capital divide the capitalist
world more - sharply into
creditor and debtor nations, the
problems for the imperialists in
reclaiming bad debts and pre.

srving the system of credit
become greater month by
month.

At the same time the cuts

already imposed in. the living
standards of the masses of the

world, the cuts -in government

spending programmes, and the
deliberate policies of recession
imposed in a whole series of
countries have helped to throw

the world market into stag-
nation. .
Monopoly manufacturers

with ‘investment in plant and
technology designed to cater for
an expanding world -market are
thus forced to compete with
each other under conditions
where their combined produc-
tive capacity exceeds the market
available,

Such a crisis of overproduc
tion which hits profits and is a
baslc phenomenon of the crisis,
leads to an intensification of
national rivalries as giant firms
fight to retain their own
markets and to capture those of
their competitors, and must
eventually bring the rationalisa-
tion of industry, as the least
competitive is driven to the wall
—as can be seen-to be the case in
the car industry with the mortal
crisis of Chrysler and British
Leyland.

Falling Value of Currency

‘The continued rise
price of oil both reflects’ and
intensifies the slide in the value
of paper currencies in relation
to commaodities in general.

At the same time, capitalist
governments continue to engage
in (albeit heavily trimmed)
spending programmes, or (effec-

in the -

tively the same thing) in. “tax
cuts” designed to stimulate
private industry.
- ls Britgin,
cuts’ hge in’

of a redisth

the Tory. ‘tax

jon of the tax

‘.burden from richer to poorer

through incresges  in < VAT,
heaith charges, 2tc., as part of
an overall package of deflation-
ary and recessionary policies
including public service cuts.
But- ewen the slashing of
public ‘services and rationalisa-
tion of industry, and

involve large sums of govern-
ment spending if a major explos-
jon of working class opposition
is to be avoided.

Another sphere of inflation-
ary government spending which

is now firmly on the increase is-

armaments - and “defende’”
spending in the imperialist coun-
tries. Hundreds ¢f millions more
pounds are -fo be gllocated to

" pew weaponry and  military

activity in the next period, act-
ing as a further drain on the rate
of profit in productive industry.
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The NATO agreement has

committed its members to 3% -

growth per annum on defence
spending in real terms. In
Britain this constitutes a massive

- burden on the economy.

Mearwhile, supposedly in a
bid to stop inflation by limiting
the growth of credit, interest
rates have been raised—in
Britain to a staggering 17%, and
in the USA ta 15%%. Such rates
of interest act as a major
deterrent to industrial invest-
ment and intensify the siump,
while_at the same time adding
massively to the owerheads of
industry and helping to drive

up prices of finished commod-

ities.

As the cost of living races
out of control and social
services are destroyed, workers
are driven to struggle in order to
maintain their living standards.

Far from being the cause of
inflation—which is a product of
the anarchic capitalist world
economy—wage increases are a

belated and generally inade-
quate response to inflation, a
response  which, like other

refarmist attempts to confront
the crisis of capitalism, in fact
merely: perpatuates and intensi-
fies the ‘probién.

In fighting eonsistently “for
the defence of living standards
through the policy of a sliding
scale of wages, we do so not as
a self-sufficient slogan, but as

part of a programme which .

counterposgs the interests of the
working class to those of the
capitalists and their anarchic
system.

In reality the only defence

"of workers’ living standards lies

in the overthrow of capitalism,
expropriation of private
industry and the establishment
of.a planned, socialist economy.

Falling Rate of Profit

But the superficial
ment af prices, of currencies
and of mterest Yates are not the

tqun the form.

the |
boosting of mass unemployment °

move-

s
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root of the crisis: merely forms
taken “by it. At the base of these,
developments is the tendency. of
the rate of profit to fall. - -~
And " the falling rate of >
profit, in turn is, the expression '
of the fundamental comradm-
tion - of t.-.apltahsm—that the.
profits of “the: minority class’
who own the means of produc-
tion are derived solely from
their exploitation of the toiling

_ masses who are forced to:sell

‘working class

. interests—his

their labour power ‘in order to
live. ’
Productlon under capltahsm

_ only: takes place in pursuit of

profit. Yet to offer the capital-
ist class even a temporary res-
pite in the decline of proﬁtab-
ility, .a frontal onslaught is.t
necessary on .the living stan-
derds, working conditions and
basic rights established by the
in -decades. of:
struggle. y

In - Britain, ~for mstance
where for some firms profits in-
money terms continue to risé,
the rate gf profit, in terms of‘ :
return on’investment, continues
to' remain ‘pathetically low, with

every prospect of fallmg still R

further. One forecast anticipates -

.a staggering 30% drop'in indus-

trial and commercial profnts m
1980. : . ;

Protectionism

Desperate _sections of the
capitalist class and chauvinist ..
elements in the movement seize' -
upon such developments és
“proof” of the need to impose a
national policy -of import
gontrols to protect  home
markets and thids export. the
crisis and resuitant unemplov-
ment to other countries.

Now, with even the. Brmsh
CBI having taken up ' this
demand, and with US steel
producers and other employers.
forcmg such measures_.op the
Carter administration, ‘Phatcher .
seems prepared to toy with the
idea of ‘selective. import
controls”’. )

But of course the drive to
protectionism carries with it
{even in imperialist t' terms) the
danger of developing into.full- .
scale inter-imperialist trade war,
in" which world 'trade -would
slump stilt fu ther, and national
rivalries could devolop out of
hand, from economlc confron-
tation “to outﬂght military
clashes, : o

. C

ism,
in

in opposing ' protecti
revolutionaries argue not
favour of the old capitalist.ideal .
of ‘“free trade’’ but first and

foremost against any notion.of a

common “national interest’

between the working cla’ss and

its employers.

The main enemy is not a
foreign” employer, however
cheap his imports may be: the
main enemy is the capitalist at
home, who exploits the work-
force, - and -who takes ‘the
decision to protect’ his own
prcrfnts—-through

speed-up, wage cuts, radundan~
cies or closures
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It is particularly |m;?ortant
hat. this concept of “'the

atidnal mterest and every ten-
Hency towards ‘national chayvin-

to

ire _from. a rising tide of
ruggles by the masses of the
olonial and semi-colonial world
struggle for national libera-
ion and an end to exploitation.
1979 has seen such struggles
B a new peak under the
otesque  misleadership  of
Khomeini in iran, under the
petty bourgeois FSLN in Nicara-

atriotic Front - leadership in

imbabwe. Lo
But ‘elsewhere, in, Central

Latin - Amerlca in Asia,

fnca and “the Mlddle East,

ere exwt struggles, “or the
jotential  for struggles, which
ould mfhct equal setbacks on

perialism, against which the

perialists v(vnll ‘be tempted to
rike  ‘back' to. preserve ' the
abili f . their
xploitatiol

Indeed- it is in this polmcal
pntext. that we must under-
land the renewed anti-Sovigt
old : War moves - by the
penallsts—m the waké of the
fghan invasion.

In his agressive mternatlonal
lance. Carter’s most enthusiastic
ppporter has turned out to be
reactionary “Thatcher
pvernment: the Tories have led
e strugdle to- win acceptance
US missiles in Europe; they -
gerly- took 'up the call for a
yoott of the Olympics and

-system of

ons against the Soviet Union:
hd they have. placed British
perialism firmly at the centre
the drive against revolution-

and national liberation
uggles. - =,

It is in this context that we
st insist that, in Britain' and
ernatnonally only the’ most
solute internationalist struggle
lay ‘the basis ‘to resist war
Dwes and.to mobilise the work-
ain enemy: \the bourgeoisie
home: . -
| lo this context the role of
itish. revolutuonanes must be
gamined - particular -.in
atiorf to thenr struggte for the
eat of their own |mper|al1st
in lretand.
in many respects, therefore,
political - and economic
-of the crisis of imperial-.
overlap and pose related
ks .arid  problems for the
ing class, -
The  coming period offers
pitalists and workers alike
y the prospect .of chronic
tability, "..the ' reversal of
an progress in the destruc-
and - stagation of the
pductive forces, the shackling
science and technology to
profi-seeking and military
, and the ever-present
ility that ‘the . runaway
will- be . finally tipped
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Imperialist

m-is eballenged at atime when -~
; ialism is increasingly under -

a/ and under the treacherous .

r political and economic gaic:

g class in_ opposition. to the *

“'free enterpnse

over ‘the brmk—by some new
Bnd unexpected sequence of

events—into absolute - chaos,
collapse or.world war, -
v AS it s, the ‘seope’ of the

* decfine that can be predicted for

the future is moderated chiefly
by the e?(tent of the slump that
is already,upon us.

or the working class the
only way forward is through
principled struggle against every
aspect of the capitalist offen-
sive, and the construction of an
internationat} revolutionary
ieadership capable of mobilising
independent class action.
Britain

in Britain all of.the elements
of this ‘internatiofial - crisis are
present. Ther‘e are endless—wvell-
founded——complamts frog the
employers that their profits are
at a rock-bottpm level.

The . everconfidence and
conservatispy of a-once world-
dominant Britishi capitalist class,
that has recognised all too
slowly the extent to which it

“has been v6nped ‘out of world

markets by its ‘more modern
competitors, has produced an
antiauated industrial economy
which is unable to generate
the resources needed for the
wholesale rationalisation and

. reconstruction- that it needs to

make itself “viable”,

Despite the abrupt fall in -

Jiving standards inflicted on the
British working class in recent
years the.profitability of whole
sections of basic .industry has
fallen so tow that, for the capit-

. alist class, only the most drastic

surgery can provjde the answer—

" hence the,brutal closure plans

for ‘the shipyards, for BL and
for the steel industry.

Yet even this !‘solution’”
comes up against the problem of
decreased production which
means that plant is forced to
operate at low levels of profit-
ability. .

Indeed, the Thatcher govern-
ment is’ attemptqng to embark
on this course of action at a.
point ‘where the world economy
teeters on the brink of a histaric
slump, and where pressures
towards protectionism inter-
nationally threaten a *further
cutback. in trade, 1t is the
hardest possible point at which
to' seek, through . ruthless
pruning, to  produce an
expansion in profits from manu-
facturing industry.

Despite , these  problems
Thatcher has firmly set her face.
against ' the Callaghan strategy
for British capitalism, which
rested on government measures

to prop up whole sectors of

industry—at the expense of the
profitability of other sectors
that would have survived in any
event,

Instead, under the banner 8
and ’non-
intervention’’, the Tory.govern-
ment has cut back government
aid, and  lifted ' protectjve

*. measures: it has lifted exchange

controls, allowed the pound to
ride  high ‘in the

foreign .

.. centralisation
accumulation ~ of

‘ment

"the

I

excharige markets at the
expense of British exports,
boosFed interest rates to an all-
time' record, and left flrms o

. -sink o¢ swim,

At the same tlme however
the hiking up of interest rates,
by effectively diverting wealth

from industrial to finance
capital, has the effect of inten-
sifying the drive towards ration-
alisation of industry through the
wiping out of unprofitable
sections and further developing
the process of monopolisation
and mergers. =

This tendency towards the
rather than the
.capital has
sharpened visibly in Britain
since the return of the Jory

. government—tg the point where

the total ‘valub’ of announced
mergers for the first two months
of 1980 is already greater than
the annual totals for 1975—78.
Such steps clearly prepare the
way for trade war in a shrinking
world market and- for major
class battles at home.

This policy runs alongside
direct governniént cutbacks in
the social services, civil service
and nationalised ‘industries,
enforged by rigid cash limits.

The Tresults can be seen
already in mounting unemploy-
and 'in the organised
appeals from the CBiI to
Thatcher not to cut back any
more HBn government assistance
to private firms, many of which
face a prospect of stagnation
or cotlapse in the next period.

The problems for both the
weakest sections of capitalists
and the working class are
worsened by the unleashing of

. inflation, spurred on by a series

of - deliberate government
decisions—raising VAT, petrol
and nationalised industry prices,
health charges, etc.

While the major monopolies
ride out a wave of inflation by
simply raising prices, small firms
often lack the leeway to do this,
and the working class, of course,
if its living standards are not to
be destroyed, 'is forced to
struggle for wage increases to
keep pace with-inflation.

But every one of the Tory
policies benefits the bankers,
Though not, of course, entirely
separate from industrial capital,
the;banks stand to gain from the
Tory tax cuts, from the rising
interest rates, from the high
value of the pound and from the
increased~ borrowing that is
forced on crisisvidden firms;
banks draw profits—in interest—
from the most bankrupt; com-
panies and nationalised
industries, from the NHS and
local authorities. .

As inflation gathers pace,
bank profits are sustained by
larger volume of money
changing hands; as smaler firms
go to the wall it is bankers who

benefit from the final
_stripping opérations.

And as the Tories sell off
- profifable sgctors of nationalis-.
_®d;industry it is, of course, the
‘ bankerls wha stand ‘by ready to
seize the opportumty more
directly tg exploit new sections
of workers,

While the manufacturing
base of British industry is liquid-
ated under Tory policy, and
traditional sectors of the indus-
trial capitalist class are forced
into damaging confrontations
with the working class in a bid
to drive up the rate of profit,
the bankers wait with hand out-
stretched—either to pick up
thejr share of the winnings or to
shift their' invedtments to more

asset-

profitable industry in the EEC '

or elsewhere,

‘The Working Class
strategy s’

The . Thatcher
therefore one which benefits
above all the finance capitalist
and which is designed to force
through a rationalisation of
manufacturing industry, What
are the implications for the
working class?

Already the December
unemployment figures show a

100,000 growth in the numbers’

out of work. The Tory budget
of June 1979 laid plans for
300,000 more unemployed over
the next 12 months,

Meanwhile recorded fémale
unemployment has increased by
62% over the last four years —
from 254000 to 412 ,000,

, These flgures do not, of course,

-, sector
through speed-up and increased

include the - vast numbers of
married women who- have been
driven back into the home by
cut-backs in staffing and lack of
nursery provision and who now
constitute an “invisible” army
‘of unemployed

The Tory hopes are that
such a  huge shake-out of
workers from weaker sections of
capital gnd from the public
will not only force

exploitation amongst . those
remainiag, byt begin to act as
a means of holding down wages.

To do this, workers on the
dole have to be press-ganged
into a desperate hunt for work.
The Tories seem intent on doing
this by hoiding down (effective-
ly cutting) benefits at a time of
20% inflation, and by stepping
up the pressure on the
unemployed to take low-paid,
unorganised jobs.

At the same time moves are
in “hand to cut the benefits
payable. to strikers’ families.
Thus a pincer movement—pre-
paring an army of potential
scabs, and attacking would-be

- strikers—s being lined up to

smash working class action on
pay. or jaobs,

Alongside unemployment,
workers face a continued: fall |n

7 services

.ensure that

the standard of public services,
with the ongoing crisis in the
NHS, ecutbacks in education,
and the whole range of social
under pressure from
tocal authority cuts.

Rate and rent increases will
come on top of a lengthening
of council housing queues as
housing programmes grind to a
hait.

Under such conditions of
stress, racial divisions will be
dehberately widened by new
Tory immigration . faws, which
pave the way.for a new "spate of
propagdnda designed to exploit
the frustration and anger within
the working class at the ngatenal
problems they face, and at the
absegnce of any polmcal direc-
tion from their trade union or
Labour leaders.

Though some victories have
been achieved, few workers will
obtain a pay settiement that will
maintain their living standards
at last year's level.

In short, the capitalist crisis
and. the Tory response to it
1980 means an
actual reverse of social progress
for the British working class—a
reverse which can only be halted
by resolute class action to bring
down the Thatcher government
and oppose the Labour and
trade union traitors,

Tory Offensive

Recognising that their pro-
gramme must lead to confron-
tation with the working class,
the Tories have moved in from
their first days in office with a
package of measures designed to
strengthen the forces of the
state and the employers, and to

divide and weaken the working -

class.

Within hours of their assum-
ing office, huge pay increases
were awarded to the police and
the armed forces—increases
which had been worked out
under the Callaghan government
but witheld in order to avoid
further antagonising trade
unionists.

Thatcher’s pledge to 'devote
more resources to “‘law and
order” and to defence has been
carried out, and Whitelaw’s
steadfast refusal to concede an
enquiry into the murder of Blair
Peach or Jimmy Kelly have rein-
forced the view' of absqlute
Tory . backing for the most
brutal police repression,

This is, of course, interlinked

- with the new anti-union laws

put forward in Prior’s Employ-
ment Bill, which aim at destroy-
ing the power of the closed
shop, and restricting the right to
picket.

It is significant that the third
strand of the anti-union laws—
the pressure -for: postal - ballots
within the unions, which further
open up trade union decisions
for the intervention of the
media, and force workers to
vote as individuals rather than as
part of a class action—has been
acmally weloomed by right-wing
union leaders in the NUM,

P

-

AUEW and elsewhere.

Of course, the NUJ’s legal
victory in the McShane “black-
ing” case and the sharpened
struggles around the steel strike,
{with the tegal moves of the
private steel employers pressing

‘Lord Denning to. jump the gun

and invent his own anti-union
legislation) have forced the
Tories ' to . prepare extensive

amendments to tighten up their
own Bill. )

At the same time, the rising
tide of working class militancy
and the fact that workers’
attention has now been focussed
on the prospect of new laws to
limit the right to strike, creates
very unfavourable conditions to
enforce such legislation.

This is plainly why the
Thatchef cabinet bhas been
forced to weather the vicious
criticism from the CBl and
other right-wing elements, and
has refused to be rushed into
putting stringent new laws
through Parliament to deal with
the steel strike. ~

The most likely development
in the coming period will be
growing rank and file anger at
the danger to their hard-won,
rights continuing to conflict
with a stubborn refusal of the
TUC to launch any serious fight
to prevent its passage.

Instead advanced - action
around the Tory anti-union laws
is likely to be combined with
action on other issues—cuts,
jobs, pay, etc—awwhile the main
resistance to them will very
likely (as with Heath’s Industrial -
Relations Act) emerge only in
resistance to the .implementa- |
tion of its provisions in practice.

Yet we do hot look to any
simple repetition of the events
of the early 1970s as a solution
to the Tory attacks. We must of
course stand. in the forefront of
the fight for action to stop this
legislation, while making clear
our conviction that, like the
Industrial Relations Act, it can
be effectively killed only by the
defeat of the Tory government
itself.

Other Tory attacks on the
working class also aim to divide
and weaken it. The Yatest Immi-
gration Bill, whose effect on
actual immigration will be negli-
gible, has a double impact.

in pandering to the most
extreme racialist - -eldments
drawn around the Tory Party
from the National Front durlng
the 1979 -eléction campaign on
the basis of Thatcher’s racist
statements, it will heip fuel a
new wave of racialist propa-
ganda and thus heip divide the
working class.

- And in establishing beyond
doubt a “'second class citizen’’
category for immigrant women
it creates conditions -for
increased deportation of immi-
grants and, in the future, for the
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Young women muarch against
immigrant register .and other
vestrictions and discriminatory
measures demanded by the
-racialists. :

The factor working against
this Tory strategy is the growing
militancy and combativity of
the working class, which breaks

down racial barriers in united
str\yggle‘
1 . L
Needless to say, as with

nearly every other Tory attack,
the groundwork for the new
Immigration Bill has been laid
by years of Labour betrayals, in
which Tory immigration laws
have been effectively
strengthened by the Wilson and
Catlaghan governments.

In the field of women’s
rights the Tories’ bid to
eliminate even the inadequate
abortion rights embodied in the
1967 Act amounts to a major
offensive against working
women. Combined with Prior’s
attacks on maternity rights and
women's rights at work, it can
be seen as part of a determined
Tory. move to reverse the gains
made by women in the last ten
years, and to force them back
into the confines of the home
and the menial tasks of child-
care and domestic labour.

It is impossible to ascribe
one particular conscious motive

for this Tory offensive: in part,

they act from the need to elim-
inate thousands of workers from
the payroll of an economy in
recession: in part, from the fact
that the withdrawai of social
services and health care from
the elderly, the cutbacks in
education and youth facilities,
the axing of nurseries and child

care, require—in the Tories’ view .

—that women in the home

“Sale of the Century’’ man Heseltine

Corrie

undertake these burdens that
are properly the responsibility
of the state. And of course
there is also the desire on the
Tories—shared by the right wing
of the Labour Party—to wage an
ideological offensive to bolster
up the old constrictive values of
the bourgeois family unit. The
oppression of women in the
home plays a crucial role in
isolating them from the class
struggle and transforming them
into the victims of the individ-
valistic, conservative and even
religious propaganda poured out
by the media.

The Tory strategy of appeal-
ing to the individual worker and
family unit to act against the
interests of the working class as
a whale can also be seen in the
use of postal ballots to defuse
class consiousness -~ and
militancy, the propaganda

surrounding Howe’s package of
“tax cuts”, and the develop-

. ment of government policy on

housing and private medicine.
The axing of council house
building and Heseltine’s "“sale of

.the century’’ of existing council

property at knockdown prices
are designed long-term to effec-
tively abolish the role of the
state sector in housing. They
represent therefore a major
attack on the working class as a
whole, .

The attack, however, is being
carried through with propa-
ganda aimed at individual

tenants, designed to persuade
them to secure their own inter-
ests by taking advantage of a

»pargain’’ _offer. The net
financial loss to be carried by
the state in selling off these
houses is regarded by the Tories
in the same way as large sums
paid out in voluntary redundan-
cy—they are an investment for
the future, in which private
tandlords can look forward to
higher rents and eventually to
buying up chunks of prime
council estates,  and private
developers can drive house
prices even higher as the inevit-
able shortages arise.

Private medical schemes—
given a boost in the last year by
deals involving power workers
and other unions—are another
way in which the Taries aim to
press sections of workers and
the middie class to seek an
individual way out of the crisis
facing the NHS, and thus to
reduce the opposition to further
drastic cuts. There has been an
actual increase in  private
medicine as state facilities are
run down. By offering doctors
in particular the hopes of a
profitable excursion into private
practice, the Tories can hope to
remove their influence and pres-
tige - from the struggie against
the destruction of the NHS, a
struggle already muted by the
continual sabotage of public
sector union leaders.

These moves towards utilis-
ing the individual and the family
unit as a bulwark against class
consciousness run hand-in-hand
with an eager series of Tory
press witch-hunts on socialists
and communists that oppose

readiness 10

" Loyalism in

such positions and. fight to
mobilise. resistance within the
labour movement.

ireland

Such witch-hunts have also
extended to attempts to whip
up  violence  against those
workers identified with. the
struggle against British imperial-
ist oppression in freland. The
Tories have so far largely
followed the reactionary Labour
strategy on the Irish war.

The Atkins conference on
the future of the province was a
predictable failure. The Tories
seem likely = to attempt to
impose.some form of devolution
on the - north, banking on the
SDLP confining itself to verbal
protests, and at the same time

to step up attempts to ‘Ulster-

ise” ‘the security forces by
putting a strengthened .RUC
more into the<ront line, while
making some cosmetic with-
drawals of British troops. |
Such steps will do nothing to
resolve the crisis for the British
state whereby .the -growing

polarisation and the increased !

military strength of the repub-
lican movement puts a military
or diplomatic solution out of
the question. -

irish. workers, north and
south, face growing attacks on
their jobs and living standards.
Surveys in the north now
predict 17% unemployment, the
bulk of which is borne by the
Catholic populatiorr.

Tens of thousands of work-
ing class Catholic men {and
virtually all Catholic women)
are outside the ranks of the
trade union movement.

The trade unions are in
many  cases dominated by
Orangeism and fail to provide a
forum where northern Catholics
can fight their double oppres-
sion.

Those not dominated by
Orange forces have adopted the
Stalinist/Official republican line
of the Better Life for All Cam-
paign. .

This is a jumble of utopian
abstractions which - recognises
both the sectarian Orange state
and the right of the British
government to legislate. We
condemn this policy without
reservation.

While Trotskyists -in* the
north must agitate within the
trade unions, we recognise that
in these conditions work outside
the official labour movement
takes on added importance.

In the south workers have

shgwn over and over again their
struggle on

economic demands. The
Haughey government, which
replaced Lynch, has merely

stepped up its attacks on the
working class and savagely
increased taxes. The ~bureau-

.cracy has attempted to channel

the militancy of the Irish
workers into ‘a peaceful cam-
paign on the tax system.

There is no automatic link
between the economic struggle
and the national question.
Protestant workers in the grip of
the north have
proved capable of major
struggles on the economic front.
Such struggles” objectively

1
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point to the common interest of

“all workers against. imperialist
rule in Ireland, but the task of
the Trotskyist party—to organ-
ise the class as a class—cannot
be glibly posed.

At each point where limited
unity between . Catholic and
Protestant workers has been
achieved against their common
class enemy, the Orange leaders
have successfully used the
‘Papist Threat’ to the material
" privileges of Protestant workers
to re-establish the sec;%rian
divide. : R

N ' .
Faced with such a division”

Trotskyists. do . not adopt a
haughty 'even-handed attitude.
We are ndt indifferent to the
double oppression of the
Catholic minority in the north
and we do not hesitate to

support their styuggle, arms: in -

Hand, against the British army.
In Britain, when confronted
by workers (or left groups like
the RCG) who see the Provision-
als as the only legitimate leader-
ship for the anti-imperialist
struggle, we oppose them.
We point out that -the
Provisional movement is a petty
" bourgeois nationalist movement,
which (as is so clearly ittustrated -
by Mugabe in Zimbabwe) never.
bases itself on defence and inde-
pendence of the working class.
We point to the capitulation
by the Provisionals to the Pope's
visit; its failure to even try-to
organise workers as anything
more than individuals within a
guerrilla movement; and its dis-
dainful attitude towards the
British working class.

But for every worker with
such illusions in Britain there
are 99 others who have been
poisoned by the state, the press
and the labour leadership, to
condemning the Provisionals as
“terrorists’ and ‘murderers’.

That is why the majority of
our propaganda and agitation in
Britain must be directed
towards defending uncondition-
ally Republican forces against
imperialism.

Failure tg do so condemns
any movement as objectively
aiding imperialism against that
struggle.

When we take up the
question of Ireland in the trade
unions, and when Sacialist Press
supporters take up the issue in .
the Labour Party, we clearly do
not pose as a precondition that
such bodies adopt a policy of an
Irish Workers Republic before
they can demand the immediate
withdrawal of troops.

We must ensure ~however
that we consistently put
forward this demand in our
press and that when speaking
on Ireland in the organisation of
.the working class we must make
it clear that we do not support
a reunification of Ireland based
on a double exploitation of a

Protestant minority by a
Catholic-dominated Dublin”
government.

In campaigning on Ireland in
the labour- movement it is
essential that révolutionaries
avoid the temiptation to identify
the backwardness of sections of

B

%

" mination’ for

- propaganda

British workers  with ~ _the
coniscious pro-imperialist ;stance
taken ‘by their buregucratic
trade union and Labour leaders.

What is needed is: not
arrogant lectures against
national chauvinism, but patient
and  4gitational
work designed to countef the
censored lies and provocations;

.of the mass media, to expose
- the reality of the Irish.war and

to mobilise workers—in conflict
with _ their reformist and
Stalinist leaders—to oppose the
role of their ‘own’ capitalist
class, . -

In Britain . the struggle
against press censorship, against
the
Terrorism’ Act, and in solidarity.
with the long and bittex struggle
of the republican prisoners of
Long Kesh and Armagh Jail for
the restoration of political
prisoner status are all central
democratic demands ~to - be
raised by our comrades in every
labour movement body.

This is not just a propaganda
campaign. Qur task is to build a
real mass anti-imperialist move-
ment which “will break-: the
stranglehold of ‘the trade union
and Labour Party bureaucrac'«?s.

We also demand self-deter-

so-called ‘Prevention of -

mination for the Irish people as -

a whole. This demand which hés
a transitional ~ revolutionary

- content against both the British
and Irish bourgeoisie, cannot.be’
evaded by ‘defending’ the rights

of the Protéstant workers in the

north. _ .
That would be not to defend

their real interests, but their

reactionary consciousness = and -

their -allegiance to Paisley and
other  extreme ~ reactionary
forces. i .

Not to call for self deter-

mination for the Irish people as

a whole must mean to call in
fact for the right to ‘self deter-
the Protestant
minority (which was created an

artificial majority by imperial-

ism). ;
While stressing the ‘obligati{m:‘

of the British workers’ move-:

ment to assist its Irish brothers
and sisters, we must not shrink
from exposing. the way in'which

the schooling - of -the British
armed forces in urban guerrilla .

warfare and mass repression in
ireland also poses a direct threat

to ‘the British working class,

which now faces one' of the

most battle-hardened and
brutalised armies in all
advanced capitalist countries.
_The. Tory press and . the
Labour bureaucracy, with assis-
tance from the right wing and
state forces, have shown thém-

the.

selves determined to witch-hunt

and ‘even provoke: violeénce

against those who press: the 7
struggle for solidarity with the

Irish people.

The answer -to such witch- '

hunts must be to turn into the

_labour movement in a. deter:

mined fight to broaden the base
of -support for the demahts of
“troops out .now’ and “self-
determination for~ ‘the Irish
people”. oL

Continued next week

S




By Jack Davies

At the very point when

he has become most des-
- pised and hated by British
Leyland workers for  his
"cynical  sell-out of their
- struggle against Edwardes’
_ pay-and-strings kage,
“Moss Evans has fallen back
~ on the support of his most
“'devoted friends—the Stalin-
ists: of - the
Party. ’

The. CP has itself played a
crucial role in the betrayal of
BL workers in-the face of the
bosses’ offensive. Party mem-

"« bers hold senior positions in
‘several BL plants—most notably
the -convenorship of the giant
{ongbridge complex.

. The Stalinist- alliance with
Evans is therefore of far more

P than propaganda importance.

) And it emerged into the
<. open . in the —most brazen
; fashiarn.

The day after Evans’ capntu-
lation = to BL  negotiator
Horrocks the capitalist press was
cock-a-hoop. The. Daily Mail
. headlined, it as a “‘Complete
Surrender”. The Sun waxed
etstatic about “"Mighty Mick”
Edwardes.

The only contrary note was
struck by the Stalinist daily
° Morning Star. As workers cursed
Evans and . the employers

‘laughed all the way to the bank, .
‘the. CP-astoundingly proclaimed -

Evans! deal to be a victory!

Under the headline “Climb-
down by Leyland on sack
threat”, the Stalinist General
Secretary of the _Sheetmetal
Workers union George Guy was
quotEd as saying:

“This is a trade union
victory for the restoration of
trade umon rights of mutual
- ‘agreement.”

Saturday” s Morning ~Star
followed this up by attempting
the ithankless task of explaining
away the fact that the whole
capitalist class was exultant . at
Edwardes’ victory.

Under the headline “They
CAN be stopped!”, the Star
declared:

“How  the

'

In each new period of
. the struggle of the working
. class movement it becomes
necessary to remind the
rising generation of the
sacrifices’ which have been
needed to set up our organ-
. isations and establish our

rights.

It came as a surprise to one
| of our mempbers in his union
ibranch the other week to
discover that
. know why May Day is cele-
“brated as Internat:ona.l Workers
Day. ‘The general opinion was
that it might have something to
.do with fertility rites, Morris
Dancing and the beginning of
Spring, so it seemed a good
idea to explain that its origins
really lie in a particular struggle
to improve workers conditions
and to express solidarity with
those who have suffered - to
maintain them.

In 1884 "an obscure Amer-
ican workers organisation by the
name of the Federation of
Organised Trade and Labour
- Unions issued a call for a legal
eight hour day. and for a general
strike if thns was not obtained

Communist

establishment

obody seemed to~
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Evans (rlght) with CP Ieader Gordon McLennan behmd his shoulder

*hates to admit when its beat.”"!
Describing Michael Edwardes
riding into town as in-a Western

- the article goes on:

“On Thursday night he
slipped out quietly, his posse

frightened off by the firm stand .

of the trade unions.”’

Such an account would be
an amusing piece of fiction if
the ‘subject matter were not so
deadly serious—the collabora-
tion of union leaders in the dis-
mantling of hard-won agree-
ments throughoui BL.

’
within two years.

Many actions were 1n1t1ated
on this call in.the following
period throughout the United
States, and though individual
employers were forced to
concede shorter hours, there
was no general legal change.

When the two-year period
came to an end on 1 May 1886
workers in every ' part of
America were on strike or were
preparmg to do so to obtain
the eight hour day.

Shot dead

In Chicago at least four
workers were shot dead as they
tried to prevent the entry of
scabs into a factory

On the evening of 4 May

" about 3,000 people gathered

in the Haymarket Square in the
centre of town to protest. As
they were dispersing, ‘the police,
suddenly <charged into the
crowd, and a bomb went off
klllmg seven policemen. -

-~ To this day it #.uncertain
who let off the bomb, but the
most likely explanation is that
the explosion was the work of
an agent provocateur or an

EFIR

The Star proclaims that, des-
pite the reports in the capntallst
press,

“Leyland was stopped by
united action—something that
Fleet Street could not bring
itself to admit.”

How did they escape these
“facts’’? The Star claims that
the press ignored the following
“key words” in Evans’ sordid
deal:

“Subject to such resumption
of normal working the Com-
pany unde{takes not to proceed

By John Docherty

attempt’ to pay off a personal
grudge.

However, any careful consid-
eration of the case was imposs-
ible at the time in an atmos-
phere of witch-hunt and
hysteria built up by the press
and exploited by the legal
system. -

After numerous raids and
arrests eight men were found
guilty  of
because they could hdve played

any part in the incident, but.

because they advocated pohcws
which according to the police!
might have led to it.  ~

""Of these one- committed
suicide and four others were

hanged in 1887. With the rope .

around his neck, one of them,
August Spies, declared:

“There will be a time when
our silence will be more power-
ful than the voices you strangle
today.”

Not forgotten

The stepping up of the
struggle for the eight hour day
_ensured that the Haymarket
“martyrs were not forgotten. The
American Federation of Labour,

‘conspiracy’—not

with the action announced in
the Statement to all employees
- of BL Cars dated 16 April 1980,
and to restoré all entitlements.”
But this is no change from
the 16 April statement—which
always declared that the sacking
threat only applied to those
workers who ‘did not resume
normal working by April 23.

The clause quoted by the
Morqmg Star proves only that
the company did not withdraw
this threat they only reworded

AY DA

to which ~most - unions were
affiliated at the time, took up
the call for further action if
there were no concessmns by 1
May 1890.

In 1889 when the Socialist
(Second) International was set
up, oneé of the first motions it
passed called for action in every
country on that day aiming ‘to
réduce the working day by law
to eight hours

Stoppages

Thus on May Day 1890
'there were stoppages -of work

and demonstrations throughout'

Europe and North America on
this demand, and many gains
were reported from France, the

United States and , elsewhere.

Only in Britain did the con:
servative trade union leaders
refuse to initiate any action on
May Day itself, but called
instead for demonstrations over
the following weekend

This  rather
practice is no doubt partly
responsible, for the fact that
few British workers now seem-
to know that May Day began in

militant * action and solidarity for legal 8-hr day.

- against

* shame-faced

it!

But why has the CP engaged
in such desperate lies—in each
case a front page lead article—
to cover up for Evans' sell-out?

The fact is that on the
following Monday . BL Senior
Stewards,  including  several
prominent Stalinists, were 'to
meet and decide what position
to take on Evans' sell-out:
whether to recommend a return
to work. or an all-out- fight
against the company.

Not mentioned

The Morning Star significant-
ly does not even mention the
latter possibility. The CP had
no intention of fighting for such
action,

If BL workers had  stayed
out it would have piled pressure
on CP convenors in plants not
on strike, and exposed Evans
still further in the eyes of the
workforce.

By extending the fight in
defence of trade unionism in

" BL they would create con-

ditions
plants.

Yet the CP has consistently
opposed such a perspective, At
the convenors meeting on April
2, Jack Adams, Derek
Robinson’s Stalinist replace-
ment at Longbridge, announced
that he was telling his members

to bring out other

- to comply with Edwardes’ ulti-

matum and clock in on April
8—no matter what any other
plant was doing!

This was music to the ears of
Evans and the TGWU leader-
ship. They wanted to posture as
standing to the left of Duffy
and the extreme right wing
AUEW leadership—while at the
same time avoiding any .real
fight!

Limited

By leaving the decision on
whether or not to take a stand
Edwardes up to
individual._plants, and simply
offering support for those that

- came out on strike, they hoped

that the action would be limited
and peter out.

with those throughoutl the

world who have lost their lives
and livelihoods in the struggle
for the emancipation of their
_class.

Karl Marx — put forwardrcizll

L& -

1 t Party
acks Evans’ betrayal

Keeping Longbridge at work
was vital in creating this hoped-
for demoralisation.

But the plan misfired.
Isolated action at Jaguar and at
the Sherpa Plant at Common
Lane spread to Rover and other
plants, Soon 18,000 were out,
with a mass meeting planned for
the Cowley Assembly plant on
the Monday.

~Most of these strikes broke
out when the company took
steps to enforce the 92 page
document of strings. The only
plant where this document was
enforced without strike action

was Longbridge—where workers’

on the Mini were laid off with-
out pay.

In reality there was a grow-
ing mood for action throughout
BL, which grew enormously
following the sacking threat
made on the Wednesday.

What was the CP response
to this actual “‘unity in action”
in Leyland?

They relegated all news of °
‘the developing strikes to small

reports, without comment, in
the Morning Star.

'And as calls for all-out
action grew in Longbridge,

Adams put the same position as
the right wing leadership in
another vital plant, the Cowley
Body Plant.

Mass meetings

They argued against mass
meetings, and, as militancy
reached its peak on the Wednes-
day and Thursday, they told
sections who wanted to strike
to hold their fire—since Moss
Evans was ‘“‘about to call us al!
out anyway”’.

From that point on leading
Stalinists such as George Guy
began to argue in favour of the
sell-out, since they recognised
that the only alternative was an
all-out battle with BL manage-
ment. )

Like Evans, the Stalinists
realise the company is on the
brink of bankruptcy.

And, like Evans, the reform-
ist politics of the Communist
Party’s British Road to Social-
ism offers only one way out of
such a dilemma—concessions on
the part of the working class to

enable the capitalist class to .

make BL ‘‘viable’” and profit-
able.

This, garnished with a little
‘left’ rhetoric about resisting
closures, and under a barrage of
demands for import controls to
protect BL against foreign com-
petition, was essentially the line
put forward by Derek Robinson
and the Stalinistled Combine
Committee in the ill-fated book-
let that. provided the pretext for
his victimisation,

This same bankrupt strategy
has now led the CP to emerge as
a crucial prop for Moss Evans at
a, point where his betrayal has
been widely recognised by‘shop
floor workers.

Offensive

In the current capitalist
crisis there is no way in which
there can be a ‘‘peaceful coex-
istence!’ between employers and
workforce—as the continued
offensive of BL management
confirms.

The contirura oxistence:
capitalism can be ensure only
at the expense of the working
class.

“This is why Trotskyists
reject the policy and perspec-

“tives of the reformist leaders

and Communist Party, and fight
for a programme  which
mobilises the working class in
the struggle tc defend jobs,
wages and working conditions
and the building of organisa-
tions. that can prepare the
ground for the overthrow of the
Tories and capitalist rule and

vthe taking of power.
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NUR Executive throws
out Weighell’s deal

In a sharp rebuff for
both the employers and
General
Weighell, the national exec-
utive of the National Union
of Railwaymen last week
voted 21-6 to reject a staged
20%;with:strings pay deal.

The = package of strings
amounts to a medium-sizc book
—equivalent to the 92-page
document brought forward by
BL management.

[ts initial provisions include
cuts in manning and cxtensive
changes in existing conditions
in' freight, parcels and admini-
stration. '

Weighell had emerged from
the pay talks having agreed to
all of these proposals and
assurihg -eager journalists that
BR “will get their changes™.

- But . the NUR Executive
rejected both the staging of the
pay increase—16% now  and

With workers by the
thousand
to oppose Tory
policies there is plainly no
lack of militancy in the
organised working class.

Yet the existing trade union
bureaucrats and ‘Labour leaders
—whether right or ’Iefj —have
no perspective to offer those
workers prepared to fight in
defence of jobs, living stan-
dards, social services and demo
cratic rights.

These' can oniy be defended
through policies which start
from the independent interests
of the working class, which, as
an international class, has
nothing to gain and everything
to lose from attempts to restore
the profitability of their “own’’
employing class,

" In a period where the'contra- -

dictions of the ‘anarchic capit-
alist system force the wholesale
closure and destruction of the
productive forces of society,
only a socialist planned,

economy on a world scale offers’

a way forward,

To achieve such a perspec-
tive, a leadership is needed
which, in today’s struggles fights

Please send me more details

of the Workers Socialist -
l.eague. N

Name ...............

Addnss

e 40 @ e s e s s e e a0 5w

"~ Send to WSL: BM Box

5277, London WC1V 6XX.

Secretary  Sid'

SL!

taking to the

another 4% in Junc—and the
strings attached.

Weighell was sent ‘back to
try\again.

This puts added pressure on
‘left’ talking train drivers’ leader
Ray Buckton. of ASLEF, who
had also accepted a deal which
includes a vicious package of
attacks on drivers’ working
conditions.

But, as Weighell was hasty to
point out, the NUR xs mll “a
long way from strike action”

Like their fellow TUC
leaders, Buckton and Weighell
are despemtcly anxious to avoid
“a strike that would bring a
turther  challenge’ to  the
Thatcher government. :

But the cringing collabora-
tion of the union leaders has
repeatedly come up against the
same  obstacle: the militant

determination of their members -
to detend their jobs and living

to advance workers beyond
trade union militancy, protest
‘politics and illusions that capit-
alism can be abolished through
parliament,

The Workers Socialist
League js a Trotskyist move-
ment fighting dbay in and day
out-to build such a principled
leadership in the workmg class
in Britain,

- Internationally, we are
affi!iated to the newly-formed
Trotskyist International Liaison
Committee:, which fights for the
reconstruction of the Fourth
International and the. building

of revolutionary parties in every :

country to lead the struggle
against imperialism and against

" the parasitic Stalinist bureau-
in the deformed and-

cracies
degenerated workers’ states,  «

We invite all readers. of
Socialist Press to seek more
details of the WSL and its work,
and to join us'in the struggle ‘ot
somahsm

standards.

The NUR Executive is just
the latest of a succession of
union bodies that have thrown
out” pay deals negotiated and
recommended by full time
officials. .

Railway workers, like every

other section, face the need to
construct a new, revolutionary

-leadership it they are to defend

themselves against .the Tory

offensive,
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'NUJ pulls out of
ouncil

The NUJ conference, a
report of which 'appeared
last week, took an impor-
tant decnsnon to withdraw
lmmedlately from the Press
Council.

This body is roughly speak-
ing to the newspaper proprie-
tors what the police complaints
committee is to the police.

The Press Council from time
to time admonishes papers for
‘errors’ but consistently upholds
attacks On the working class
(however malicious and untrue).

During the provincial news-
paper strike it upheld a com-
plaint against press officers who
had refused to supply copy to
scabs.

Last year those in the union
who want to keep its allegiance
to the press council won a small
majority for a further year’s
grace.

This
Central

year the London
Branch, representing

Fleet Street Journahsts wanted .
to delay a decision again, but:

were defeated 122-92.

The union is now committed
to reporting. by October on
proposals for alternative bodies
to handle complaints.

) This ~ break
employers’ body

with an
(which

includes as one of its leading

‘officers Ken Morgan, former
General Secretary of the NUJ)
- is an important one but ‘repres-

ents only a halfway house. \
The Union. should establish

a workers complaints procedure
‘which does not. aim to be .

‘impartial’ between the owners
and the workers but which sets
itself the target of clearly
exposing the class role of the
capitalist press.

Central London Branch
officers (who are forever com-
plaining that. the annual con-
“ference -is ‘undemocratic’) have
already warned that they may

PHOTO: Andrew Wiard, Report

Subject to e?ection - NUJ
: \General Secretary Ashton
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. the TUC’s
Tameside Trades Council for *

ignore the decision to withdraw.

from the Press Council (as they |-

have consistently ignored the
decision to refuse to use police

LAST WEEK'S report of the -
NUJ conference - in ,Portrush

contained a serious error, due to

a mistake in transmission from
Ireland as Socialist Press was
going to press.

The resolution calling for the
withdrawal of troops. wat
amended to delete that section,

replacing’ it with a general call

on the union to oppose repres-
sion wherever it was found.

The overali thrust of the
conference remained 2 sezious

blow against those who wanted

its Irish venue to be used \to
support the six county state,
despite this important weaken-
ing of one resolution. ,

In particular the conference.’
closed with a condemnation of
disaffiliation of
organising .a conference on
Ireland.

It “instructed the NEC to .

proceed with the NUY’s confer-
ence on censorship regardless of
the attitude of the TUC. .

press passes) and to séek their -

own representation on the Press :

Council.

., The union also ¥oted for
strike action on May 14, and to
defy any legislation eroding
trade union rights.. It -asserted
that it will accept no restrictions
by law or otherwise on ffree
collective bargaining.

‘A motion for the. electx(m of
officials was passed, but was-
then heavily amended to leave
only three positions—general
secretary, deputy general secre-
tary and editor of the Journalist
open for election—by - postalf
ballot.

. Office holders over the age,
of 55 are to be exempted.

.Abortion . rights were
defended and fights against the
cuts backed.

The uynion also declared
itself opposed to attempts to
use the Olympic Games as anti- -

. Soviet propaganda.

A motion for the NUJ to
affiliate to the Labour Party was
heavily defeated.

As well as expected oppos-
ition from advocates of a ‘non
political’ union the resolution
was opposed by full time
offimal Bob Norris who spoke as

“a life long member of, the’
Labour Party” but said that to.
put it out to ballot would be to
weaken the union’s credibility if
it were lost. .

Not one of the Labour
councillors or would-be coun- \
cillors and MFs present spoke in

favour of the resolution.

DON'T GO INTO
THE FIGHT Bl!!IDFOI.D I

- £9.00 Send your cheque/P.O. to
. £16 00 Socialist Press, BM Box 5277,
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Ghapple Iaunches

new
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That extreme right wing
Electricians’ union leader
Frank Chapple has finally
dispensed with even the last
vestige of union democracy
is clearly demonstrated by
the classic bureaucratic
shutdown of the 2000-
strong Cardiff branch.

Chapple’s latest  dictate
Gtself a flagrant contravention
of union rule 10) follows closely
the suspension of Birmingham
Midland branch (6,000 mem-
bers) earlier this year. R’

Hazard

Of course, the liguidation of
militants into right wing-domin-
ated~ branches and the suppres-
sion of ballot results, particular-
ly when they reject Chapple
nominees, has always been an
occupatlonal hazard for union
activists\in the EETPU. -

Chapple has always been the
first TUC leader to sacrifice his
members” living standards in the
“national interest”.

Phe - Concordat inspired by
Chapple and, Basnett (GMWU)
under the last Labour govern-
ment included:

.

*Limitations on picketing
. 1ights
*Acceptance  of  secret

ballots before strike action
. *Pledges not to strike before
wage deals expire
" *Rejection of the prmclple
of the ‘closed shop’.
At the very sharpest point in
. last year’s Confed engineering
strike! it was Chapple who
_threatened to ballot EETPU
members; effectively sabotaging
_“the struggle and the pay claim.
Again,/in negotiating private
medical cover for electricians
Chapple ‘has gone- farthest in
undermining the NHS.
\

.

’bbjlers oppose an earlier bureaucratic move—in 1977

~

_defend

. In the power industry, with- '

out consultation of the member-
ship, another- ‘American type’
labour deal has been imposed;
the latest deal concedes 19%—
but is designed to hold until
July 1981, i.e. 18 months!

Another Chapple imposition
was the notorious JIB for
contracting ‘sparks’ where wage
levels are cobbled together,
again over the heads of workers.

It is through this Board that
militants are blacklisted, with
full knowledee of union
officials.

Undoubtedly, with the up-
surge of workers prepared to
-their ~interests (steel-

workers, - carworkers etc)

Chapple fears a loosening of the -

shackles in the EETPU and this
struggle has been given voice,
albeit inadequately, in both the
Cardiff and Birmingham
branches.

Hence the witch-hunting. of
the Cardiff branch as ‘‘support-
ing the SWP”. This attack must
be resisted by EEPTU members,
as part of a struggle for a
genuine alternative leddership
within this hard-pressed union.

EETPU - members should

i ]
i .

/WORKERS SOCIALIST
LEAGUE
Public meeting
.LEICESTER
“New leaders needed to
defeat the Tories’’
Wednesday May 7 at 7.30
Queen Victoria Hotel
Southampton Street
Leicester

PHOTO: John Sturrock, Report

Chapple ,
ignore “Chapple’s. latest union

circular which opposes the TUC
May 14 demonstration, and

instead fight for maximum
strike support, not as a ‘one off’
but as a first step towards a
general strike to bring down the
Tory government.

SAVE OUR NURSERIES
Midlands Region
NURSERIES ACTION

- CONFERENCE
Co-sponsored by Leicester,
Nottingham'and Oxford -
Nursery Campaigns
Saturday May 17
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Portland Building,
Nottingham University
Further details from Save
Our Nurseries Campaign
c/o 135a Mansfield Road,
Nottingham.

»

Nearly 300 parents and
children demonstrated in
Ealing on Saturday against
the Tories’ decision to end
the provision of education -
for the under-5s.

Over 3,000 children will be
affected, the number of nursery
places will be halved (at-pgesent
200 full-time and 1,400 ;part-
time), teachers and ancillary
workers will be made redundant
and classes will be larger.

At the béginning of the year
parents affected formed a group
called the Ealing 3-5 Education
Action Group (E3-5AG) and at
their first public meeting on
March 6 they drew an audience

April 22 a meeting was
called to form a Nursery
Campaign against the pro-
posed  redundancies ~of
nursery nurses, freezing of

| nursery places and closure

of some nurseries.
Speakers included Gill Black-
well, from the Oxford City
Nursery Campaign, Carole
Ralph from the Save Our
Nurseries Campaign in Notting-
ham, Nick Butler from the NUT
and a speaker from the West

The Nightingale Lane
Day Nursery is now in its

seventh week of occupa-

tion, despite some setbacks
in having gas services turned
off a few weeks ago.

Last week the occupiers
scored a point off Wands-
worth Borough Council in of all
places the High Court—not an
arena ‘renowned for sympathetic
hea 1ngs for the working class.

- decision was mamly
round a legal technicality' since
t])e Council’s legal advisors had
failed to carry out the proper
procedure for securing an
eviction. .

The Council has been
ordered by the Judge to return
next Friday with the proper
procedure cairied out.

Iromcally the Nursery occu-
piers were represented by the
Wandsworth Legal Resource

At Leicester on Tuesday‘

of over 700. ‘

At that meeting the group
urged the audience to march to
Ealing Town Hall on March 11°
to join with the NUT in their
half-day strike.

The Campaign needs to, be
strengthened = by the active
involvement of all trade unions
and trades coupcils in the
Borough and the local Labour
Party.

The only councillor to speak
af the rally was Drabwell, an

ex-Tory turned independent:
but where were the Labour
councillors?

The Labour Group has!

verbally pledged to restore the
cuts if and when they regain
control of the council. '

Leicester

Leicestershire Nursery Cam-
paign.
. . In the audience of over 70
were preople representing the
parents action  group, the
women’s sub-committee of the
trades council, teaching and
ancillary staff from both social
service and education nurseries
and branch officers of NALGO.

Also- the NUT Division in

Leicéster had decided that day
to support strike action on
May 14 and would be making
nursery provision a major focus
on the demonstration that
would take place.

Project—which because of cuts
has itself had a number of law
centres closed down.

‘Not fair’

The ‘solicitor = acting on
behalf of Wandsworth accused
the occupiers’ solicitor of ‘not
playing fair’, by failing to
inform him that the legal techni-
cality would be used in court,
and quoting a previous case
prior to the Criminal Trespass
Act.

The Judge however stated
that any solicitor aware of the
law would have knowledge of
this ruling.

Although the occupation has
won ‘this brief, reprieve it is
highly unlikely ‘(hat the Judge
will fail to grant the reposses-
sion order.

In contrast to the nursery
occupation, the campaign to
save the Winstanley Junior
Library which was occupied on
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Round one goes to
‘Wandsworth sit-in
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The Campaign is urging
parents to organise PTA meet-
ings in the week of May 12 in
preparation- for an all-day vigil
outside the Town Hall on May
19.

While petitions and lobbies
are important the parents must
start thinking in terms of what
action to_take if all else fails,

Action must be taken now if
it is not to be too late to stop
the 182 proposed redundancies
of teachers in the borough.

Pressure from the Campaign
needs to be applied to NUT
officials, demanding to know
what they, together with other
public sector unions, intend
doing to  safeguard their
members’ jobs and services.

In contrast the NALGO
representatives were still seeking
consultations with the Council
on the proposed redundancies! :

NALGO, it was said, was not
instructing its members to sup-
port May 14, since they woulq
be “unlikely to come out”!

There ~must be many
NALGO members wishing they
could decide on such questions
instead of having it decided for
them. .

A further meeting was
planned to form the Nursery
Campaign after hearing what
other areas have managed to
do.

the same day ‘was not legally
represented, and has not taken

. up offers of joint demonstra-

tions and events—like gate crash-
ing the Easter Parade at Batter-
sea.

At the High Court on Friday
their campaign (comprising and
led by a few vicars) kept at
more than arm’s length from the
nursery  demonstration and

dressed up as Wombles.

High Court

The nursery occupation is
calling for support on their
demonstration at the High
Court, the Strand, around
12 o’clock on Friday 2 May.

Letters of support and dona-
tions should be sent to:

Nightingale Lane Day
Nursery Occupation, c/o
Nightingale  Lane, London
SW12.

NO BROTHER ,YOU'VE GOT
1T WRONG...TS NoT ACTION,
JT’s MORE A QUESTION OF

“PERMISSION GRANTED"
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1"LL JUST BLAME THE MEMBERSHIP !!/

DON'T WORRY, IT'S ONLY ME... IF I'M
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THIS WAY I'M R
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1T'S MORE A QUESTION .OF
“PERM;SS:ON GRANTED” 7/




On Tuesday afternoon

while Eileen Crosbie, the .

nursery teacher in Notting-
ham was facing a five hour
disciplinary  hearing  for
. refusing to teach an over-
sized class, over - 2,000
teachers staged a half-day
strike, .and well over 500
attended a rally at the

‘Albert Hall " in the City.

~Centre. ,

.The Chairman said at the
outset that he didn‘t want the
meeting ‘‘bogged down” by
.questions concerning action—
which could be asked and
answered at branch meetings!

Reinstatement

After four months the NUT
should be calling the member-
ship out on all-out strike until
Eileen Crosbie is reinstated
along with adequate . nursery
nurses, ‘

* This was underlined when,
only three hours after the ratly,
the decision of Eileen Crosbie’s
hearing was that she was to be
sacked. .

Now. the NUT is changing its
strategy and calling for no-cover

action in primary and secondary

schools if their classes go over a
certainsize.

In reply to a question- on
other teachers being suspended,
Peter Kenlnedy stated that the
rest of the staff in the'school in
.such a situation would be asked
to “retire to the staff room”.

Weakness

The fact that management
are more than ready to cash in
on such a show of weakness was
quickly demonstrated by the
suspension of the headmaster
and the whole staff of Brinsiey
Primary School.

The head was suspended for
refusing to warn staff of disci-
plinary action if they implemen-
ted the no-cover policy for

PHOTO: Chris Davies, Report

NUT leader Jarvis

classes of more than 30. The
staff were suspended for refus-
ing to work without the head-
master,

This is a frontal challenge to
the NUT which must be met by
all-out action if the union is to
maintain even the pretence aof
fighting the cuts*and defending
standards.

The membership are

obviously willing to fight. Over

200 schools voted for action in

support of Eileen Crosbie—but

_ have been called out only one
by one by the NUT’s so-called

PHOTO: John Sturrock, Report

NGA leader Waéé

Jag strikers
thre

" action “over this

SOCIALIST
PRESS

The refusal Jf‘the NUT to
lead this struggle in Nottingham
is an echo of their refusal to
lead a deterthined fight else-
where as in Avon and Stafford,
where the ‘membership is plain-
ly ready to take action.

Resolutions should be passed
in ‘local. branches and sent to
NUT HQ demanding national
Action _ not only on

education.

About 45,000 NGA

- printers have been locked

in a
their

out since Monday
frontal assault on
union rights.

. The printers—in provincial
newspapers, book publishers
and general printing houses—
are nominally locked out for
taking sporadic .and limited
year’s pay
claim.

sacking

As we go to press a sell-
out deal has been drawn up
which could end the strikes
att  Browns Lane and
Radford  Jaguar  plants
which have been the most
solid focus of opposition to
BL management’s new pay
and conditions package.

-Despite management threats
to .sack the strikers, the dispute
has remained solid over the last

weegi‘

" pulled back from their
threat to sack last Wednesday
and extended the deadline to
Monday, hoping that the trade
union bureaucracy could solve
the problem for them.

National Strike

The pr%épect of a nationat
strike in defence of hundreds
who would have to be sacked
was obviously something both
management and, union officials

\
wished to prepare for whether
by reducing the numbers on
strike or by pressuring a return
to work with no concessions
given.

Over the weekend, . talks

were held involving all the stew-

ads who were prepared or able
to turn up to them,

Throughout Saturday and

Sunday they listened to Jaguar

management repeating the same
“offer” as had . been made
previously —an “independent
inquiry” into’ the new grading
system. !

In. the face of management

pressure, - union , officials were
eventually able to get accept-

ance of a statement, the crucial
two paragraphs of which read
as follows: .

“As a result of these dis-
cussions and the progress made,
the trade unions have agreed to
call a meeting on Tuesday April
29 ‘of all the employees in
dispute to report back in an

endeavour to secure a return to.

Eileen/
Crosbie’s sacking but against all -
the cuts and thejr effects on:

PHOTO: Andrew Wiard, Report

ock-
prin

i

' Notts teacher
- victimised

“action’‘ committee,

In fact the British Printing
Industries Federation and the
Newspaper Society are launch-
ing a major challenge to demar-
cation . lines and the unions’
traditional grip on employment.

The dispute has the potential
to. develop quickly into an all-
out attack on the NGA closed
shop.

It is therefore of critical
importance to every print union
and to the whole organised

work.

In the light of the above, the
icompany is prepared not to
activate = dismissal letters for,
those employees in dispute who
do not report for work on Mon-
day/Tuesday April 28/29”.

It is not surprising that there
is no commitment to a direct
recommendation  to-  return,
séeing that management has
budged not one inch from what
was previously offered.

Return

That said, it is clear that the
case for a retyrn to work will be
forcefully. argued at Tuesday’s
mass meeting.

By Monday morning how-
evpr it was clear that the mass
“pback to  work™ movement
which officials were 'predicting
had failed.to materialise.

Those returning and
attempting to go through ‘the
mass picket could probably have
been counted on the fingers of
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FUND-step up fight
Both the monthly‘fung and the speciajl fund continue to

come in at a very slow rate. This is particularly worrying in

the case of the monthly fund as there are'only a few days

to go to the end of thé month.
We cdnnot afford a shortfall on this fund or delays in

“raising the second half of the special fund. With increased

resources being put into helping the Socialist Youth-League
build for its conference in May, we need every penny we

can get.
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NGA militants on the march during last year’s “Times’ dispute
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working class. i
The lock-out is corhpletely.
in line 'with  the employers’
offensive in.steel, in BL and on
the cuts. ;
The NGA has claimed a

minimum basic wage of £75 a,

week with a minimum earnings
level of £80 a week.

In addition the union is
demanding a two-stage reduc-

" tion in hours from 40 to 37% by

April 1981. v

The crucial flexibility clauses
which management are demand-

" ing have already been conceded

by the NGA leadership.

ace

one hand.

This will help those stewards
who. oppose the sefl-out formula
and who will be fighting agia‘}g'st
a return to work at Tuesday’s
mass meeting.

The events throughout the
dispute both at national and
local level have posed centrally
the question of leadership.

The statement drawn up
over the weekend shows once!
more the need for new leaders
and new policies for workers
throughout BL in the struggle’
against the Tory-backed offen-
sive,

*As we go to press, paint
shop workers in BL’s Cowley
Body Plant have walked out on
strike over management’s impos-
ition of-the 92-page document
on working conditions, which
deprives them of their “togging
up” money.

They have not fixed to meet
again. A prolonged ' stoppage
would halt Maxi and Princess
production.
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The model claim on- which
print shops are being allowed to
settle locally includes complete
flexibility between all NGA
-crafts in the print setting and

~between all crafts * in the
machine room: -

In addition, print mach’iﬁes
will be allowed to run by the
union when less than a full crew -
reports for duty or there is an
“unavoidable absence™.

The BPIF and the News-
paper Society are still looking
for other clauses, such as .a
demand that they -would have
the right to fill jobs from
outside the NGA lists if the

_NGA had not done so within a
month.

The employers are now °
demanding that the union take

*As part of the general
offensive 1,300 {PC. journalists
have been sacked following a
one-day strike in support of a-
wage claim. -

The journalists work for
magazines within the group and
for Butterworth and Hamlyn
book publishing subsidjgries. .
]
the issue ,to a secret ballot.

But although the NGA
leadership has stood firm in the
face of the lock out, NGA
members can have no confid-
ence in their leadership.

The union should call an
immediate strike of the whole
of Fleet Street to .bring’ the
employers quickly to = their
knees.

The longer the lock out
lasts the greater -will: be the
incentive for management to
offer full protection to scabs to
return to work in an attempt to
break the NGA closed shop: )

NGA members will have to
struggle to break free of the
bureaucratic hold of the union
leadership to turn the struggle
onto the offensive.

Picket lines ‘must. be made
effective and demand support
from other workers: S,

A national lock-out com-
mittee must be set up to co-
ordinate the struggle and the’
strings must be removed from
the agreement.




