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In an unprecedented

judgement, going far
beyond even the Industrial

 Relations Act of the Heath

government, the Court of

Appeal has thrown dowr -
the gauntlet not only to the

steel unions but to the
_whole labour movement.
" Headed by notorious anti-

union judge Lord Denning, the .

Court instructed leaders of the

‘Iron and Steel Trades Confed--

eration to:
*Cancel their mstructron to

17,000 ISTC members in private °

steel firms to strike from 27

January in support of their

brothers and slsters employed
by BSC.

*Call off theu: picketing of

pnvate sector steelworks, and

. *Call off their attempts to.

 prevent the movement of strike-
breaking supplies of steel in and
out of the country.

Should the ISTC Executive
'fail. to comply with these ulti-

ledr st the: men«s*@en
‘Secretary Bill Sirs,
President and Vice President
face immmediate jail for
contempt of court.

Pickets who refuse to adhere
to the court’s ruling also face
possible arrest. The prospect

opened up for every striker by
'the ‘judgement is to be confined

o picketing their own plant,
'Wh]le all'around employérs and
scabs work to smash their
action.

The grounds for tlus attack |
on the most fundamental demo-

cratic rights? According to
Denning and his two fellow
judges, the ISTC decision to call
out the private sector as part of
its bid to halt the movement
and supply of steel and thus win

its demands was not part of a

s matums,_jthe judgement. makes it . .

plus its B
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trade dlS ute

“It is plamly arguable in the |
present case that the objective
of this proposed strike in the

private sector was to coerce the

government to change its policy -

—and that is not a trade dispute
at all.”

There_ is “not a shred of a
dispute in the private sector”,

'stressed Denning, and the

effects of the proposed strike on

: :0:0‘.: : :o'o'o’.vf
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..................
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Denm‘ug

“the country

“Would be so disastrous that
it seems to me it is only right

that this court should grant the

injunctions requested”.

Overturned

This judgement, which over-

turns the House of Lords ruling
only last month on the
MacShane case (involving solid-

‘arity blacking

‘Employment  Bill,
- focusses its - main attack on

- on strike.

action by the
NUJ) has sweeping implications.

If accepted, it will with one
- swift, extra-Parliamentary move
abolish the legal right to take

solidarity action in support of

other sectlons of workers in
-struggle.

In this, the Court of Appeal
has raced far ahead of the Tory
government’s anti-union

“secondary” picketing by those
| Indeed MPs were
on Monday prevented from dis-

~ cussing the Denning judgement!

Welsh TUC leader Wright (left) with ISTC leader lel Sirs at the Cardsz Rally on Monday
No sign of them fzghtmg for general strike to defend trade union rights. '

~ment
- threat over the head of every
" trade union militant. -
~Let there be no doubt if
| | is obeyed, and the
_picketing called off, the steel
strike is doomed to defeat by its

‘this ruling

- private

And by explicitly ruling it
illegal to spread strike action

. w1th the ob]ectrve of forcing the

government to change its policy,

"~ the Court also clearly rules out
the possibility  of spreading

strike action in the public
services and pnvate industry to
stop spending' cuts in health,
education and social services.

Above all, by taking the

dramatic step of spelling out the
threat of jail for union officials
that defy the ruling, the judge-
effectlvely hangs that

leaders. |
Scab shipments

Scab shipments of steel from
- employers—busily
increasing output at home—and

from -overseas suppliers will

enable industry to ride out a
prolonged strike in BSC and
inflict a major blow on steel
workers and the whole working

~class.

ISTC leaders raprdly retreat-
from their initial defiant
speeches in the early days of the
dispute, have ominously insisted
that they do not wrsh to break

the law.

They Say that the Dennmg

Jjudgement has only been

" which

“industries
‘workers in a massive one-day
General Strike

Labour
W|tch hunt

rebuffed
Page 5

South African struggles. . . .... .67

ﬂouted for two days whlle an

ISTC Executive meeting is

hurriedly convened to call off

the private sector strike.
Yet these bureaucrats are

under mounting pressure from
the rank ,and file, not only

within the ISTC itself, but

" across the whole labour move-

ment.
Sunday aud Monday- saw
solid - support by the ISTC

- members callted out in the

private - steel = firms—including
many who until - the weekend

were supposedly preparing to

defy the strike call.
And on Monday well over

100,000 Welsh workers in coal -

mining, transport and other

“joined the

closure plans—a General Strike

that is itself plainly illegal under.

the Court of Appeal ruling.

Erupt

‘A . protracted strike along

similar lines has been called
from March. 10 by the Welsh
TUC if BSC does not retreat. .
Bill Sirs was quite right to
declare in Cardiff that if he were

jailed for continuing the private
sector strike ‘‘the trade union

movement would erupt”.
The ISTC
tomorrow to decide whether or

not to defy the courts. They

have been urged to do so by
Yorkshire NUM leader Arthur
Scargill and by Sheffield ‘left’
MP Martin Flannery.

~ Such a stand is vital. But the
steelworkers must not be left to
fight the Tory government and
its anti-union courts alone.

This challenge to the labour

movement - demands that the
TUC call a General Strike with
the clear political objective of
bringing down this reactionary
government,

The Welsh TUC has already -

tabled a call fora General Strike
to hold back the steel closures

for two years: how much more

steel-

against BSC’s

leaders meet

-ousting of the
- Callaghan-Healey leadership that
paved the way for the Tories

urgent it is now to mobilise the

full strength of the working

.class to defend the most basic

trade union rights against this

government of bankers, specula-
tors and employers, and its
~ apparatus of courts, pohce and

armed forces'

G“eneral strike

We call on workers through--

out the trade union movement
to move resolutions to the TUC

- demanding that a General Strike

be called to defeat the Denning
ruling and uphold the right to
strike, pledging support for such
a stnke and insisting
demand the removal of the Tory
Government. =

At the same time such resol-

utions should call for the setting

up in each area of councils of
action, to draw delegates from
every "local labour . movement
body —union branches, stewards
committees, tttenants, associa-

tions, Labour Parties and other

pohtrcal organisations—to - lead
and extend general strike action

independently of the TUC
leaders. -

Such councils of action
would need to oversee mass
picketing, the distribution of
necessary supplies, the provision
of essential services and the
defence of picket lines against

attacks by scabs and 'state__

forces.
This . fight  to develop ‘the

- steel strike into a general strike

must be ' combined w1th a

renewed struggle in the unions

and the Labour Party for the
right-wing

and now stands opposed to their

‘removal by working class action.

What is needed is not a repe-

tition of the treacherous Wilson

~and Ca.llaghan governments, but
~ a . workers’ government, pre-

pared to implement - socialist
policies in the mterests of the
working class.
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- =INTERNATIONAL.
Iran's left
immediate

Islamic

Khomeini’s
Republic’ has now secured
its first—and probably last—
president. But

Abdhassan Beni-Sadr’s sub-
stantial victory does not

tee a new period of |

stability for Iran.

The political conflicts and
accumulating tensions ~ within

Iran played a determining role
throughout the election cam-
‘paign, and have in no way been-'

abolished by the result.

‘Perhaps the most striking :
feature of the election was the -

absence of any candidate from
the Islamic Republican Party,

. which is the political wing of

Khomeini’s base.

The IRP had been forced to

with draw its original candidate,
because of his

This ludicrous pretext was

put forward to conceal the
massive crisis at present wrack-

ing the IRP.
~ Incriminating
The' ‘Islamic ~ students’.

occupying the US embassy have
passed on to -Ali Tehrani (a

mullah from Mashad) certain

- decuments incriminating the
| pnnclpal leaders of the IRP.

‘The party s leader, Ayatollah
Behechti, is now in dlsgrace' and
no other candidate could be put

- forward to replace the thorough_
- going reactionary Farsi.

In the end, Behechtt and the

‘bulk of the Isla:mtc ckrgy called

for support to Hassan Habibi,

" member of the -Revolutionary
Council and close to- Khometm

from his days in exile.

Revelations from the US .
embassy files had already forced

Mogh__adam, ‘leader of the
Radical Party, to go under-
ground, and drove former prime
minister Bazargan to wrthdraw

~ his candidacy.

When Admiral 'Madam (one

of the favourite runners) issued.

a bold challenge that anyone
holding
should release it or stand con-
demned as a ‘traitor to the
revolution and to Islam’, he

‘met an unexpected reply on the

very next day.
Assisted

The worthy Admiral -impris-

oned under the Shah and more

- recently head of the navy and

governor-general of Khuzistan,

‘where he brutally suppressed
.the struggles of the Arabs for
- national rights—was shown: to
have assisted in the ‘escape of
-at least one prominent suppor-

ter of the Shah!

" But the most dectsrve move
against any of the presidential
candidates came from Khomerm

- himself. |
In a statement. carefully cal-

culated to give the impression of
a casual, throw-away remark,
the Ay atollah announced that
candtdates

endorsed the referendum vote
in favour of the constitution of
the ‘Islamic Republic’ could not
. be considered eligible to stand.
- The intention of this was to

SUppo sedly _'
smidenly-drs»

 covered Afghan parentage.

- more

- strategy
* socialist perspective within the
- existing structures of power,
.and have never supported the

| Khomeini. -

mformatlon on him

who had not.

K homeinz’ | -
bar Masoud Rajaui, leader of the

Mujaheddin. Along with the
Feddayin,  the  Mujaheddin
represent the organised left-wing
amongst the forces

Khomeini to power.

More closely identified Wlth .
‘the - Islamic clergy than the

Feddayin,  they have followed
cautiously the same
of fighting for a

reactionary  constitution of

- Khomeini’s state.
| “Their orgamsed -and armed |
strength is a. sig nificant factor,
_and to date theu caution has
. both spared them most of the
- attacks
Feddayin, and left them in a

directed against - the

position  to bargarn - with

Agreement

The occupation of the us

embassy was probably carried
out by their forces, after tacit
agreement had been wrung. from
Khomeini.

As a presidential candidate,

‘Rajav1 would certainly have

attracted votes from the most
militant anti-imperialists
amongst the oppressed classes,
and revealed the growth of

support for soctialism amongst

Iranian workers and youth, It
was precisely to avoid that
dangerous exposure that
Khom eini moved.

This blatantly bureaucratic
manoeuvre provoked an immed-
iate response in Kurdistan.

| Sheik Husseini (leader of the
Kurdish Sunni Moslems) and

Ghassemlov  (secretary-general
of the Kurdish Democratic
Party of Iran) had previously
supported the Mujaheddin’s can-
didate, and now promptly called
for a boycott of the election in

Kurdistan—a boycott that was

extremely successful.

With all the arrogance

‘of  a military conqueror,

- Tory governor Soames is

Beni-Sadr

‘party winning an

imposing . an  imperialist

solution on the struggles of

Zimbabwe.
" His latest efforts have been

~directed to ensuring that on the

one hand Mugabe participates
in the elections (essential if they

“are to have any credibility) but
on the other that he participates
‘under the worst possible con-

ditions (essential to prevent his
outright

majority in parliament next
month).
Campaign materials from

&% Mugabe’s ZANU wing of the
5 Patriotic Front have been seized
on ‘S.oames orders because ‘they

which
ousted the Shah and brought

o Iraman state

Soames

further political |
- or withdraw from the elections. -

In the face of

wondered what ground he could
hope to gain from his ‘conces-

sion’ of the previous week to

the Sunni sect. -

The ' vast majority . of
Moslems. across the globe are
Sunnis, but in Iran they form a
minority of less than 7% to the
nationally dominant Shiite sect,
and are_mostly confined to the
peoples of the oppressed nations
within . the borders of the

In giving the green light for
Sunm Islam to be recognised
as the official religion in. areas

. "where Sunnis are in a majonty -.
- (while Shiite Islam remains the
state relig
 hoping to divert the struggle
for national rights, in which
religious conflict plays a real

ion), Khomeini - was

but distinctly secondary part.
~ The concession has little
chance of paying dividends but
exposes once again the weakness
of the regime
opposition.

But the struggles of the
national minorities form only
one of the major problems with
which Beni-Sadr will now have
to grapple as an executive presi-
dent with ill-defined powers.

His own record gives a fair
gulde as to how he will attempt
to move, but little indication of
his abrhty to succeed in his
chosen direction.

. Trusted aide

~ Like Habibi, Beni-Sadr was a
trusted aide of Khomeini’s in

exile before the triumphant

return to Tehran. He emerged
into greater prominence after

the final collapse of Bazargan’s
- government.

His recent slip from full

grace with Khomeini came when
- he announced a readiness to

discuss the occupation of the
US embassy at the United
Nations without first consulting

-

incite racial

hostility’.

violence and |

At the same time, tactics to

delay Mugabe’s return to

- Zimbabwe _were developed in

order to force him to accept
compromises

For all his fervent denials,

" Mugabe has clearly complied

with the imperialists’ demands
for the release of political
opponents detained in Mozam-
bique at a time when thous-
ands of black militants are still
being held by the Soames-

Smith-Muzorewa adminstration .

under
laws.

But this is only-one short
step further along Mugabe’s
road of political compromise

the extended martial

such
~solidarity, Khomeini must have

,ag,amst '

the Ayatollah;

Beni-Sadr was immediately

sacked as Foreign Minister, but
stayed on in his other crucral-

post as Finance Minister.

His politics are supposed to -

represent a blend of Marxism
and Islam. In practice they are

more undeistandable as a left, |

‘socialist® variety of bourgeors
nationalism, in which Islam
forms an msrgmf icant element.
It was Beni-Sadr who was
largely responsible for the
nationalisation of the banks and

the insurance companies and he

~ has declared his firm intention

to establish a state mondpoly of
foreign trade. "

In recent statements he has
called for a diversification of the

. economy to reduce the massive

dependence on oil revenues, and

~ has placed particular emphasrs

on agricultural production.
‘Successive

production, while they inevit-

‘ably caused massive social dis-

locatlon in the rural areas.
Peasants: dispossessed of

~ land, together with unemployed

and seasonally employed agri-
cultural labourers drifted to the

cities to swell the pool of unem-
ployed workers. :

As the mass
against the Shah developed, this
exodus from the country also
grew and
population of the cities ‘has

increased srgmflcantly over the
last two years. | =

Burden

The _ inevitable result has
been a fall in agrrcultural .
hugely
. increased burden'on the already
| rnadequate social resources of

production - and.

the cities (housing, water, sani-

~ tation, health care, etc). .
~ These festering conditions

have already led to demonstra-

tions by unemployed workers
| demanding
‘action from "the government.

(mostly - youth)

To preserve any stability,
Beni-Sadr must deal with this
potential source of mass oppos-
ition. At present his solution
seems to be a call for a return to
the land. ~

But Beni-Sadr’s emphasrs on
agriculture is also dictated by

another fear. His over-riding aim

is to create an Iran politically

and economlca]ly mdependent |
. of both ‘super-powers’ (i.e. the

imperialist US, and the bureau-
cratlcally degenerated workers’
state of the Soviet Union.

Within  this perspective,
Iran’s oil supplies may represent

‘its source of economic strength

internationally, but dependence

~on oil revenues also makes the
Iranial economy highly vulner-

able to external developments.
For that reason,

Iranian agriculture towards the

stage where Iran is self-sufficient.

in food production.

id to ga

with rmpenaltsm

With Muzorewa frantically
clarmmg that an electoral
victory for Mugabe would bring
a ‘Marxist dictatorship’ to
Zimbabwe, ZANU - (PF)

published its manifesto—a docu--

ment that essentially has little
more in common with socialism
and revolutionary Marxism than

‘left’ manifestos of the British
Labour Party. |
- As one leading white capital-

ist remarked  to his fellow

exploiters, ‘Even if the Patriotic
(PF)—wins the
- elections, as many people fear,
it will not be the end of the
- world’,

Front—ZANU

But for the hundreds of
thousands of blacks who
gathered on Sunday outside

| land-reform_s- -
under the Shah failed to bring
~ about the essential leap in food

movement -

the (unemployed)- -

barrier .

Beni-Sadr
‘sees it as essential to develop

Adm zral M adam

The Islamic Republic’s new

president has no desire to-be

driven of necessity into closer
economic cooperation with the
USSR by an economic boycott

- imposed by the nnperrahst

powers.
In his election campaign,
Beni-Sadr made a point ‘of

supplementing attacks on -US
imperialism with the charge that

Soviet leaders were intent on

. provoking the opposition of the

national minorities in order fo
" reduce the Iranian state to
rubble and so-open the way for

the Red Army to reach the

- “Indian QOcean.

~ This clear srgnal did not pass
unnoticed in Washington. The

US imperialists have sought to
explort the Sovaet mvaston of

delayed the 1mpos1tlon of

sanctions to await the outcome -
of the presidential elections and
assess Beni-Sadr’s intentions and

authonty

Honeyed - .

In the meantime, honeyed '

phrases have dnpped from their
lips about ‘a new and mutually
beneficial relationship® between
Iran and the US. Behind this
sweetness lies the growing hope
that Iran can be pulled back

firmly into the imperialist orbit -
- without the high-risk operation
 of direct military intervention.

For his part, Beni-Sadr has
always regarded the occupation

of the US embassy as an unwel-
come mess to be cleaned up as

soon as posstble
But he is not master of his

- own destiny, let alone of the
- future of Iran,

'His power is circumscribed
by the same driving forces
which  wrecked  Bazargan’s
impotent government and are
now pressing Khomeini with
impious haste towards his final
blessed restmg place.

Muzorewa

Front’

“democratic forces”

‘demonstrated once |
pell-mell rush to support the_;

victorious Mrs Gandhi. 1
= In Haryana state the Chlef, o
‘Minister, - along

'SaliSbury to hear

interests and

- gramme  of

defeats
Gandhl

Desplte a personal mter-. |
vention in the election cam-|
paign by Mrs Gandhi, in{
support of her Congress-
Indua Party, the “Left
> in Kerala state won
a decisive victory, taking{
95 out of 140 seats, agamst
only 17 to Gandhi.

Accordm to Commumst

arty General Secretaty Rajesh-
war Rao “This victory proves
that the so-called Indira wave
does not work where the left is
strong and united and allied
with democratic forces.” =

But the alliance with ‘“demo-
cratic forces” made by the two

Stalinist parties the CP(l) and
the CP(M) was in reality an

-alliance with bourgeois parties,

including the Moslem League,
- These arethesametypeof
that led
Communist Parties to throw
aside even the pretence of a

socialist programme in forming }
Popular Fronts that led to cata-

_strophic defeats for the working

class in Spain in the 1930s and
Chile in 1973
‘While the two CPs, locked in

their - alliance with bourgeo .
| parties, offer Indian workers,no..

political alternative,  the ]
rampant opportumsm of Indian
bourgeois politicians has ‘been
again by the |

- with 37
members of the legisiative
assembly, have broken from the
defeated Janata eoalition md_

between the Iraman :
leaders and .the nerghbourmg-
- USSR. |
The Carter admlnstratron has

gmng her a mmority

Gandhi

ICELAND

‘STALEMATE

ICELANDIC Stahmst Svavar
Gestsson has failed to form a

coalition including his People’s -

Alliance party. The unenviable

task of trying to knock together
a workable government. now

falls on Benedikt Grondal, the
present caretaker prime minister
in the Soc:al Dembcrat cabmet

abe

Mugabe].
fiercely defend his  political

- actions, his return to Zimbabwe

was the arrival of the leader who
they believe will serve their
meet their
demands for an end to oppras-
sion and exploitation. |

" The essential task = of
socialists in .Zimbabwe remains

 the battle to break this mass of .

militant workers and peasants

from their illusions in Mugabe’s

socialist - credentials by an
uncomprising fight for the pro-

Marxism against both the

proven traitors of the oppressed - |
classes of Zimbabwe and those

left forces still wrongly trusted

by the militants of the Patnotlc

Front

revolutionary



o -creed or colour.
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Cartoonist Trog sums up Thatcher’s dual standards in an Observer cartoon

The growmg talk of a

- possible imperialist boycott
_of the Moscow Olympics

raises the whole issue of the

“Olympic ideal” and the

whole attrtude of the capit-
alist class and the Stalinist

bureaucracies to sport.

- The  Workers - Socialist

League . stands opposed to the
" boycott .of the Olympics, as
called for by Carter and
Thatcher (notlceably
_their final decision wuntil

. February, in order to make it

impossible for the USSK and

East European . countries = to
wlthdraw from the money-
. Winter Olympics, to be
held at Lake Placid, USA).

But our opposition to a boy-
cott does not mean we are

- .. pressing for athletes to goto the
";_',1._-Olym igs.
- We do not endorse elther of -

the two positions held, on the
one hand, by the capitalist press
and, on the othet, by the British
Stalinist daily Morning Star. -

- No politics
While the Tory press

thunders the Carter/That¢her

- cold war line, the Morning Star
- pleads for “polltlcs to be kept
out -of sport”, publishing state-
ments from sportmg figures in
Britain and the USA declarmg
- their wish to take paut.
-~ What, then, is the “01ymplc
“ideal™?. De Coubertm founder
of the modern games, descnbed‘
it this way:
- “The most important thing
in the Olympic Games is not to
win, but to take part, The
essential thing

we

This vague, idealist senti-

ment is interpreted by the

Morning Star into the Stalinist

.language of ‘peaceful coexis-

tence’’:

- %At stake is the most unpor-
tant of the Olympic principles—
the promotion of understand-
ing, harmony, peace and friend-
ship among the youth of the
world, mespectrve of sex, race

leaving

3 | is not to have.
- conquered but to have fought

~_fight against

Such a statement sums up

the Stalinist view that exploitess
and exploited can simply

coexist, so long as they come to -
“understand” each other.
"~ From . this standpoint the
racialism and

Second edition of the opposmon documents
‘presented inside the WRP by the present leader-
- ship of the Workers Socialist League =
With a new introduction
Price £2.50 plus 20p postage and package from
- Workers Socialist League, 31 Dartmouth Park Hill
London NWS 1HR

¥

By Tony Richardson

Defzant gesture by Tommze szth and John Carlos in 1968

sexism is srmply a matter of
“understanding”’.
But of course at the same

time the Soviet and Eastern

European bureaucrats lose no
opportunity to exploit the
rivalrty of the Games to rein-
force patriotic sentlment and
national pride.

So, far from it being simply
a question of having “taken

part” in the Games it becomes
increasingly vital to win: so vital’
~ that -huge resources and rigorous

training programmes = are
devoted to it, and individual

athletes resort to drugs as a
means to defeat their competi-

“tors.

Equal pressures are brought:

to bear on athletes from the
capitalist countries, where the

"lust for profit, combined with

national chauvmnsm drives on
the “Olympic spirit™’.

Stabilised

But of course for all the
Stalinist longing for a stabilised

“peaceful coexistence” with
capitalism, the class struggle
continues internationally.

“Political questions  have there-

fore - constantly intruded into
the make-believe “non-politic

| world of sport.

-Again and again the Games
have been exploited by the host
government to boost its national
prestlge

 The clearest example of this

' Wmner

was, of course, the much-quoted
1936 Berlin OIymprcs, where
Hitler used the Games not only
to demonstrate his respect-
ability, but also in an attempt to

assert  the supremacy of the

“m aster_-_race”
Impact

This suffered a blow when
black ‘American Jesse Owens
'won four gold medals: but the
overall impact of the Games was
a success for Hitler, and even

today Nazi groups show Leni
Riefenstahl’s films. h

. More recently, the Olympics
have seen repeated intrusions of
the real world into the “ideal”.

The 1968 Olympic Games in
Mexico ~ were . preceded by
student

huge expense of the Games in
the midst of grinding poverty.
Hundreds of students were
gunned down in the streets.

Not one country boycotted
the Mexico Olympics. The

savage Mexican capitalist regime

was clearly acceptable to all.
The Mexico Games took
place in the midst of a mass
movement among US blacks and
the growing antx-Vletnam war.

‘movement.

-When Tommie Smith, UsS
400 metre hurdle gold medal
rose to the winner’s
rostrum and -the American
anthem started to play, he and

demonstrations in - |
" Mexico City in protest at the

his black team mate J ohn Carlos
bowed their heads and raised

their clenched fists in a “black
power”’ salute.

Smith was vilified in the
capltallst press for bringing

politics into the Olympics—and

never allowed to run for the
USA again. But his symbolic

gesture against US imperialism

was the most powerful political
statement at any Olympic
Games. - |

"In 1972 the = Munich
Olympics saw the massacre of
Israeli athletes and of their PLO
kidnappers in a conflict that
highlighted the role' of ‘US

| unpenahsm in driving the Pales-

tinians from their homelands
and establishing the Zionist
settler state.

Boycott

19‘76 saw a boyoott by many
Afncan

New Zealand after a New
Zealand rugby tour of South
Africa.

And the 1980 Olympics

~ were already threatened with a
~ renewed African boycott in

protest at the British Lions
rugby tour of South Africa.
The Russians had declared

the would not exclude the

British team. And Thatcher,
while asking the Lions not- to
tour South Afnca had refused
to stop them, in order to “keep
politics out of sport”.

So how do we see boycotts

of sporting events?

We are not generally in
favour of the tactic. We do .not
see the actions of sportspeople
as a decisive weapon in the fight
against oppression, which must

- centre on the actions of the
international working class.

. But of course there are times
when the actions of a regime, or
the place or timing of a major
event give the possibility of
developing or assisting workers’

struggles, of propagandising in

opposition to a dictatorship, or
place on sports people an obliga-
tion to dissociate themselves

from particular acts of savagery.
One example of this would

have been if a movement had
developed for a boycott of the
Mex1co QIymplcs.

- Another, even. clearer

example, was the occasion of

the Scottish football team’s visit
to Chile where they were invited

to play in the Santiago stadium

which had been used by the
Pinochet regime as a concentra-
tion camp.

A correct campalgn was

developed, particularly in the
trade unions, aimed at stoppmg‘

the visit.

But two questions arise m
such a boycott campalgn B
 *[t must not give the illusion .
that a boycott can-defeat the
regime: it is. . clearly only a
* propaganda tactic; .
~ *It must not be a boycott v
that can be exploited by reac- =

tionaries for their own ends.

Workers States

It is therefore very unlikely
that the boycott tactic can be:
used in relation to the deformed
and degenerated workers states.

Indeed a tentative campaign

for the. boycott of the Moscow

Olympics at the end of last year
centred on the treatment of
dissidents by the Kremlin
bureaucracy

We were opposed to tlus

f

countries,
demandmg the - exclusron of

campalgn which could obmous-
1y be utilised by all kinds of
anti-communist elements. .

Sure enough, this campaign,
initiated by Ginsberg, Pyiusch
and others, has now dovetailed
into the proposed boycott over
the Afghan invasion.

‘But in opposing the boycott'

call, we are not urging athletes

to go to Moscow at all costs. We

oppose the political concept and
exploitation of the Olympic
.Games, which, like all sport and
recreation are ‘used by capital-
ism as money-making events |
Despite  the  “amateur”
facade of the Olymplcs many of

the competitors are driven into

the struggle not for any abstract
love of sport, -but through

material financial and career

pressures.

- Italian high jumper Sara
Simeoni, for instance, now no.
longer has to. work. Successful -
- Olympic ~athletes are generally .

- homeé and dry financmlly
‘While opposing the boycott

we do not endorse the Olymprc |

Games.
In conclusion it is worth

eddlng a word on the concept of |

competitive sports, which some
socialists
'Wrong.

“higher or dive better is, they

“say, a capitalist concept and an

elevation of the individual.

I disagree with this. Why ere

the Olympics so popular? It is
not simply nationalism. Rather
it is because we can see in the

Olympics the supreme develop— -

"ment of men and women’s
physical capabilities (sometimes

of course artlficrally stimulated

by drugs). .

Just as a socialist society will
take forward and develop the
level of  bourgeois art and
culture, so a socialist society
will build on the athletic and
physical achievements

- lished in sporting events.

The Olympics show what is
physically possrble for the
fittest people in a world where

two-thirds of the_ people are

undernourished. |
When stadiums, pools, other

facilities and liberated leisure

time are available to the peoples

- of the world, as well as enough
food, then sporting achieve-

ments will be raised, along with
the general physrcal level of
mankind.

Such a development will
never occur under unpen?
‘oppression bolstered. up by Ahe
- Stalinist policy of “peaceful
coexistence”: only the world
- socialist revolution and the over-
throw. of capitalism can create
conditions for the advance. of

man’s cultural and physrcal well- .
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| Sn' Keith Jose h, sup-
posedly one of the “brams
of the Thatcher cabinet, last
week came out with the
theory that
immigrants are to blame for
the: decline in British

industry.

By settling and providing a
potential Iabour force in what
Joseph called the ‘‘dynamic
areas”—-the Midlands and the

- South East —Joseph.believes that

they prevented employers there

from attempting ‘to move their

new mvestment into other

regions,
This bizarre new version of

the old racialist line that “the .

immigrants are taking our jobs”
was imthediately refuted by the

‘Commission for Racial Equality,
“which

pointed  out - that

- Immigrant workers tended to
settle in. already-declining. inner
cny areas. '

Defence:
money

no

- object—

| The Tory ob]ectron to
the expense of providing “a

pill for every ill” does not |

extend to the huge expense
of providing a bomb for

every Communist. This is
‘one area of public spending
-they are determmed to
increase.

While
Britain are pruned to the point

- of collapse Defence Secretary

Pym  chose last week

~* announce an extravagant £5, 000 -

million plan to modernise the
British nuclear armoury with a
new- submarine-borne Trident
missile system. |

And £1,000 million has
already been spent on an

nnproved new warhead for the

existing Polaris missiles. This

- warhead, developed under the .
government, . is

believed to contain a package of

bombs, together with decoys,

desrgned to fox radar systems.

Opposed

Only 50 Labourites opposed
Callaghan’s eager support for
the modernisation of these
weapons, which are intended
solely for use against the world’s
working class and the deformed

and degenerated workers’ states.

social services in

 budgets.

It is a well-known fact that

textile and clothing industries .

in the North would long ago
have collapsed if they had not
been able to draw in low-wage

- immigrant labour and thus keep
- 1ates of pay down.

‘Whole sections of industry
dependent upon manual labour
have

exploitation of immigrant

workers—who total no more
than 6% of the total labour

force.

- And Sir Kerths supposed
“dynamrc areas—the South
East and West Midlands—have
undergone bigger percentage
increases in unemployment-—m

which, of course immigrant
_workers and youth are foremost

victims.
It would be wrong however
to dismiss Joseph’s ludicrous

argument as no more than a
“brainstorm  from
widely regarded as somewhat

unstable.

.
‘.‘
-

Cuts in the NHS are to

be increased dramatically
this year. Social - Services

secretary, Patrick Jenkin,

- launched the first barrage in

support of major cuts in the

health service with a major

speech in Parliament on

‘those ‘abusing’ the NHS.

He said that the NHS could
not afford “a pill for every ill”
and that the full charge of drugs

should be charged to those who

were deemed to have made
unnecessary demands.

" Folksy:

Thls folksy approach was a
cover for the fact that the
health cuts already seen are
mild
round.

During the current year the
NHS has been hit, not just by
the overt limits on spendmg, but
by the totally fictitious inflation
allowance

By edict,

year. In fact, according to the
government’s » own NHS
inflation index, prices of drugs
and equipment rose by 22%
over an eleven month period.
Next year on top of a

growth in spending of a half of
one percent (which is a big cut

Polaris submarine in Portsmouth

relied upon the super

a Minister

compared to the next.

built into the

. inflation in the
NHS was Just eight per cent last

Behind hrs statement is, on

the one hand the frantic cam-
paign by Tory and other bour-
- geois ideologists to cover over
the most obvious expressions of -
~the anarchy of the capitalist

system.

Unemployment in  the

regions is rising as a result of
the wholesale rationalisation of
a bankrupt and crisis-ridden
British capitalism, which now
in place of .the promise of
increasing wealth and social
progress offers workers only the
destruction of existing produc-
tive forces,
basic nghts

But on the other hand, as
the Tories spearhead the drive
by British employers to carnry
through these attacks in order

to. raise profits, they need to

seek any means at their disposal

~to divide and weaken the

working class.

Joseph’s move to blame

- immigrant workers for the long- - | L '.

- Jenkm
compared to the numoers of

- people needing the NHS) the

government is likely to set the
inflation rate arbitrarily at
around 13%.

Since all cosmetic cuts have

now been made, 1980/81 is

likely to be the biggest year for |

hospital closures and the turning
away of patients since the NHS
was introduced. | |

Doctors cannot be looked to

for any form of defence. The
BMA followed Jenkin’s speech

with an immediate call for the

introduction of charges for

drugs -an
servwes

and a vanety of other

Dentists
- They ‘want to see the GP

- system become more like the

dentists’ system, where in many

places it is vu'tually impossible -

to get any treatment on the
NHS and where it can be found
it is restricted to the most basic

- treatment only.

In fact while the NHS is in
‘crisis’ the ability of the drug

companies to make - massive

profits from the NHS has.

remained undiminished. -
In almost all health budgets
the biggest overspendings are to

be found in hospital drug bills

and a large proportion of that
is due to the notorious expense
of brand name drugs, which in
many cases are indistinguishable
from the basic chenucals avail-
able.

favourable,

social services and

~Yet in almost every case the

term chronic crisis of - British

industry, together with the Tory ;’

moves to introduce reactionary
new racialist legislation, are a
conscious attempt to Whlp up
racial divisions’ in the workers’
movement.

Common fight'

But as mass struggles develop
the conditions for such racist
propaganda are made less
as workers—black
and white alike—find themselves
side by side in the common
battle against the employers and
the Tory government.

The fight against racrahsm is
thus connected at each point
with the fight for a new, revolu-
tionary.
working class, capable of mobil-
ising - its full strength in the
struggle to bring down the

Thatcher-Joseph gang and estab-
~lish a workers government.

. response of the AHAs and
"RHAS is to seek to balance their

books through cutting back: on

-staff and closing hosprtals and

other services.

~ In the face of these attacks’
the claim by Stan Orme, shadow
minister, that the next Labour

government would abolish ail
charges in the NHS is hypocrisy.

Even Jenkin was able to .

point out that it was Labour

- which actually mtroduced the

charge of prescriptions.
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leadership in the

O'r}m:e 'r'eﬁpjiieti: that. :th'ris'-' was

would ' return to “first prin-

- ciples”-whatever they are.

The immediate agltatronal
demands that must be raised in
the NHS are for all budgets to
be restored to pre-cut positions

- and then protected fully against

real mflatrorr the abolition of
the appo
bodies and their replacement by
elected committee of NHS
workers and consumers; and for

| GANG

On the front of the Daily
Mail the bourgeoisie’s night-

| mare of Workers Socialist
League pohcses are presen-

ted in an unmtelltglble

stream of trivia.

“Self confessed Trotskyrst
union . agitator and anarchist’’
says the introductory paragraph.
“’Heslin and his colleagues stand
for anarchy and revolution of

the far left’”’ the artlcle repeats .

mysteriously.

Trotskyism and . anarchy?
Revolution of the far left?
Clearly what Disraeli said about
flattery (‘Lay it on with a

trowel”’) the Daily Mail believes

about calumny

. Incoherent

it is not enough to do a

witch-hunt, It is also essential to
present the politics of Trotsky-
ism as incoherently as possibie,
The WSL‘'s ‘policies’ are

chucked down presumabiy in
the order that they strike dread
into Daily Mail readers. o

. "“They want nationalisation

“aged, the

of the banks and industry with-
out compensation. They want
nationalisation of land, the
soizure  of private homes and

Parliament, the monarchy and

the House of Lords.

“The WSL wants the Church
disestablished, atheism encour-
y - Armed Forces
abolished and the arrest of all

~ those in prominent positions.

“Capital punishment woulid

be brought back for political

crimes, newspapers opposed to

‘Marxism would be closed down

and TV would be censored.”
Well it certainly looks like

:curtalns for the Daily Ma:l at

any ratel

Al this is a good deal pithier
than the lengthy articles
published by Socialist Press

explaining WSL policies; and it
certainly packs a great deal mto |

a short “manifesto’.
. It is to page 20 and 21
readers have to turn to find that

¥

the Daily Mail actually stands

opposed to.witch-hunts.
In a double page spread by

Lynda Lee-Potter on Yolande

i

inted management

Andrew Wiard, Report

»
»

~ PHOTO

‘unfortunate’ and that Labour

personal assets, the abolition of

Joseph | |

..........

- x Orme |
full stafﬁng with increased -

wages fully protected against . -

inflation.

All hospital closures must be

met * with. occupations linked -
with supporting strike action
from the local labour movement
in the event of Tory attacks.

McShane {(who was jailed for
two years in 1977 for aiding and
abetting her mother in a suicide
attempt) the Mail makes the
point that police film, taken
secretly, was handed over to TV

- for a documentary on the case.

The interview was timed to
coincide with McShane’s book
on the case and she convinced
LeePotter of her innocence.

But the .point that really

comes across: is that the Mail is

opposed to ’‘trial by television’’. }
Much better stlck to- trral byl

newspaper.

FIND OUT WHAT THE
WSL REALLY
STANDS FOR!
WSL Manifesto

Price 15p including
postage, from WSL

31 Dartmouth Park Hill

London NW5 1HR




o upset the

| mthm the Oxford

repeated
the'l’GWU thei?nanyattempted

'Stamists

\
:fa

told Heslin that if he didn’t
‘recognise him he- shouldn’* be

- Kitson who huriv:! abuse at the
- lobby,- refusing o say which
way he would vote (he had
~voted in favour of expulsion
- on the organisation committee):
- “Youre. not telling me

. The Labour Party

National Executive dashed
the hopes of the witch-

lmnters msnde and outside
-the Labour Party last week

by refusing to act against

fl‘rotskyxsts.

By 14-12 ‘the NEC rejected

‘publication of the witch-hunting

Underhill report ‘on the Militant

tendency and by’ 15-8 rejected
the expulsion of Ted Heslin, a
~-former member of the executwe
-.of the Oxford Clty Labour
* Party, and- a supporter ‘of the

pohcnes of this pa
- The votes werc a bltter blow

: 'to all ¢rypto-Tories within the
~Labour Party and to the open

Tories and the press It has
‘gentleman’s agree-
ment> by which  the Labour

- Party limits its opposmon to the
capitalists. o

In particular they have come

.asa bltter blow to Underhlll and

_his cronies and to right wingers
ity Labour

- Party who have devoted years of

effort to fighting Trotskyism by
eve ‘bureaucratic means at

thelr disposal.
‘Wafer thin

" Heslin was expelled by the
wafer thin majority of 37 votes

to 35 by the Qxford City GC

- for distributing ‘propaganda’ of
the WSL. '

The attack was led by John

- Power (who once spent a-few

misguided years in the Socialist

Labour League) and the Rev.
Tony Williamson.

It is com tied in with

attacks om WSL

mside

The mové agamst Heslm

came after he had moved a
- “resolution from his union
. branch . calling: for a_po
“ challenge . to the Callaghan-!
}iealey leaders]up B |

political

A defence campalgn ‘was
'_estab(hshed with the support of
several wards. - It was also

* committed to ﬁght the ban on

membership of o other

-Socialist Press supporters, Peter

McIntyre . (NUJ) and Ken
Williamson (ASTMS). |

The  defence  campaign

- 'mounted a- lobby of the NEC
- meeting. Some suppeorters of the
 Socialist Campaign for a Labour
'- Vlctory (SCLV) also lobbied the

~ meeting..
 The leaflet  supporting
Heslin’s rights to be in the

Labour Party ended:

~“The lefts during the course
| of the.last governmeni confined
- ‘themselves to verbal protests
and launched no challe e to

; ,Callaghan and Healey o

ut

The lobb brought pre
clashes -with the

~ dictible:
‘more arrogant members of
the NEC. |
. Callaghan , was® ushered
through' with - his bodyguard
while Foot charged at the lobby
- and was almost knocked over by
tht' raphers. .
- Atkinson, on ‘being asked if

he was a membet of the NEC,

ﬂ\ere

- ; ) \

- Abuse |
The sharpest clash came with

which way to vote’’ he snared.

-——-—. -

ratic, - antiTrotskyist
“of . Power ‘and the &
on f0xford Trades

of trying i1
~in. the Labour Party and said

that the NEC should ensure that
the forthcoming Party inquiry -

" endorse the expaulsion 'rom the

‘Underhill Repo
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“The lefts say
against WItch-lmnts against
socialists. They must clearly
reject all attempts to use the

they stand

rt to hound the
Militant group.

But the sharpest point is that
where a member of the Labour
Party is on the point of being
expelied.

“Ted Heslin® must be
defended. His expulsion must be
rejected,

“The lefts must today decide
if they
with those who
socialists’’,

In contrast the SCLV leaﬂet
simply accused the right wingers
to “create disruption”

~did “not go beyond the limits

- originally lald down”. -

But weak though the SCLV

loaﬂet was, at least a handful of

;}ﬂ 1“-Mt$thf 'S-n ln . 1911“1. LN =

stand with those who
fight -for the working class or
eXpel‘

‘(:arter gets
- Pentagon
call-up plan

rn-MMImmuﬂmm-w

. A PLAN for the ible reintroduction of military -
1 conscriplion is on President (arler's desk, White .
' Hpm.ﬂdab said last night, .
Art Amer.ca may e bout to aeng wme 100000 mer, and
P18 capital ships S0 protect on sitpplies ui 1he Pers wn Guif w.th
¥ aix fghter squadtons atal :) ned at Baes in trieadly 8dates.
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supporters of the SCLV . did
lobby the NEC in the struggle
against witch-hunting.

The Militant group however
although under the biggest
attack, took a decision to stay

away from the lobby so as not
to embarrass fnends on the .

NEC.

The witch-hunts against

Militant are not over and cannot
~be. defended by retreats and
s _accomodatlons

Oxford City right wingers
were indignant at the outcome.
Oxford agent Bryan Keen said

plaintively:

“We have no choice but to

have him back..Until we know

why they have done it we do
not know where we stand”’,.

Not all the witch-huntess are

so fatalistic. Some will fight on
to keep the sharp political edge
of Trotskyism out of their cosy
world. They must be defeated.

Kitson

i
.’

- expuision of

Tensions

increased last week by the

-decision of the National

'Executive Committee not to
~allow a witch-hunt agamst
Trotskyists.

The meeting . took plaee

"under a barrage of calls from:

Tones inside and outside the

party for an mvast;gatnon into-
the Militant Tendency, who
though they have done littie

to earn the title, have been

identified as Trotskyists.

Indeed in  previous anti-
Trotskyist  witch-hunts partic-
ularly the expulsions from the
YS in 1962 leading supporters
of Militant kave proved them-
selves ready to line up with the
right wing in speaking and
voting for expulsion. -

Cojncidence |

In fact, oy a coincidence of
timing, the NEC was faced not

-~ only with a decision on whether
. to publish the Underhili report,

but a clear indication of where

- such a decision would point.

On the agenda was the
Ted Heslin, a
former executive member of the
Oxford City Labour Party and a
supporter of the policies of this
paper. | |

. The meeting was seen there-
fore by the right wing in the

Labour Party as a litmus test of

Sthe pliability of the lefts.

But they had miscalculated.

The political crisis which grips,
the Labour

‘Party at this
‘mament grips the lefts most
acutely. |

Faced with a major upheaval
of struggle against the Tories, in

which there are few reformist
- solutions' whi
~ credibility, they have to appear
- to wage a fight on behalf of the

which carry any

militants who support them.
Hence the recent parade of

‘left’” MPs—mainly from steel-
- producing
strident anti-Tory speeches at

~ areas—making

steelworkers’ demonstratlons

- and mass meetings.

-

Parliament

Liaslt week’s lob-byo f the NEC

. inside . the
Labour Party were sharply

t

 militants

the porgpectwe of Gemral
Strike action to bring: down the
government, "but to a ‘mass
protest campaign, aimed essen-
tially at persuading the Tories
to change their minds,

Oppose action
This is why none of the

‘lefts’ have fought for a repudia-.

tion of Callaghans early state-
ment that the Labour Party
would oppose industrial action
designed to defeat or bring
down: the Tory government,
brefemng to wait five years
until the next General Election.

There has been no call by

"Benn or the other ‘lefts’ for

the removal of the discredited
Callaghan-Healey right wing
leadership.

But though the 1efts’ shrink
from a serious pohtlcal battle
against the right wing, they
cannot afford, in a period where
are looking to them
for a lead, to be seen to line up
with the rlght wing in a witch-
hunt of socialists.

Indeed it is precisely in such
conditions that the ‘lefts’ most
need to project a ‘radical’ image
—and the Militant group is the
ideal means of sustammg such

- an image.

Like all good left covers they
combine fiery socialist rhetoric
with a complete absence of
teeth and obedient cheermg m
‘the right places.. -

They seek, not to test out
and expose fake_lefts, but to

Trotskyism as a

Page 5>
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build them up and apologlm'-f

for them.

. To. have openod up the uny
for a witch-hunt against the
Militant would have boon to
threaten the ‘lefts’ own' cheer-

leaders
pames.

in . the eonstttusncy

| To have allowed the expul-f
sion of Ted Heslin would have
been to weaken defence of the
Militant. That is the reason for =
the decision by 158 to reject
the proposal of the Organijsation

Committee that Heslin - be
expelled. |
The closer vote

against publication of the

- Underhill report was a reflection
- of the fact that the right had

concentrated’ its major efforts

on this ilsue, and also the fact
that so much of the report has

now leaked to the press-already,

with the remainder certain to be

 published soon. |
Even in rejecting the call for‘_ '~

Heslin’s expulsion the lefts

stressed that they do not base
themselves on

political force, but on a liberal
policy of rejecting attacks on all
soctions of the party-loft and
right, ~

- Argument

Neil Kinnock said in a TV
interview after the meeting that
Trotskyists had to be defeated -

‘by political argument .
"~ The nd\t wing, rocognmng

that in a serious political argu-

ment the 'I'rotskvlsu can win
the best elemaerits in the Labour

Party, cherish no such illusions,
‘and simply demand roprmion

‘The vote is of major signif-
icance. Supporters of Socialist

. Press now have an opportunity
and a duty to demonstrate the’
. .dead end ‘of reformist politics
to those in the Labour Party
who gonumoly think that it can

lead to socialism.
Our supporters mnot mful-

trating’. the Labour Party;- they
- are  canrying out- an honest

‘struggle,
- politically deceive the working

" against thoss who

class and for a revolutnonan/
socialist mpoctwo,.

~ In the coming moni:hé it mll.
not be just the right mng that.

1412

defence of
Iogltlmate \

- “Take it up through the union™. Benn contented himself with - member. “I told ou, you | | | rogrots . last week’s - NEC
. Joan ~Maynard said she ¢elling Heslin h:d had read his shouldn’t have worn )t{hat hZ ». But as reformists, committed : d""’“’“‘ but also those poseurs .
| would vote ' the expul- 10“01’, and passed through | sald her colleague as they above all to parlnamentary { of. the hft that hm no ‘real ,. Y
. | sion and Emiyn Williams also  One party worker was indig-  climbed the stairs,. =~~~ « .Ppolitics, the ‘lefts’ always link ~ intention of leading a struggle §§ . .
. ledged hlmself agamst the nant at the thought. that she L o . their demagogic calls for ‘united e e against the ﬁd‘t whg aud for R
N - could be mistaken for an NEC KlanCk socialism. | o AR o g

wrtch-hunt

action’ against the Tories not to
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‘olved political |
following - Soweto will be
.'. opened up and fought out.

- leaders.
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By.‘ Refx Hughes -

In the commg period,

- the underlymg combat-
‘ivity of ‘an undefeated
South  African black

‘'working
-daily

class, facmg

The. stage is being set for

"the further development of

attacks -on its
already  pitiful
~standards, stands set to
“burst through the post- |
‘Soweto lull

living .

v‘:"- ALY

struggle, in which the unres-

‘The perspective of a re-

| .emergmg movement of mass

struggle .in South Africa

~opens up new  possibilities

for, and deepens the

‘urgency of, the building of a

revolutlonary leadershtp in
the proletanat -

-.Spontaneo us

| Soweto was’ essentlally a :
spontaneous E
“. ‘ment in which workers: in .
‘.o - struggle forged a fighting
. unity and. level of pohtlcalif’-ﬁ, |
-+ independence. |
. decisively Outﬂanked the
- - -reformist stralght-jacket of

mass move-

“their’  petty bourgeons'
.-natlonahst. ‘and Stalmlst

‘But the workmg class
was unable to spontaneous-

ly build the political organ-
perspective

isations - and
through which to defend
and extend those political
gains. |

Neither was black con-
smousness -able to ' offer

workers - such a way
forward. -
It ~was under these

~circumstances = that  the
leadership of ~ the Soweto
‘movement was appropriated
by the
professionals and capitalists
~known as the ‘Soweto 10°.

clique of black

~The erosion of, the work-

ing class independence and
unity-that had been built in
struggle was exploited by.

the state to launch a repres-
sive assault on the black
consciousness organ1sat10ns

. But this was i no way
carried through to a defeat
. of the working class.

"~ Stalemate |
In this situation  of
political stalemate, with the
working class ,lackmg the

leadership and programme .
to move forward towards

victory, and the state unable
to secure a defeat, reform-
ists were given optlmum
scope.

capitalist masters and their

proletarian supporters, they
- were able to promote petty

bourgeois interests’ while

consolidating their position

in the working class.
| Combmmg vicious state
repression with a strictly
controlled programme of
limited reforms aimed at
coopting sections of the
black petty bourgeoisie and
a layer of skilled black
workers, the ruling class has
sought toexploit the crisis of
leadership facing workers.
Fearing above all else the
unleashing of the combatlv-

stalemate. -

‘into action
extending range of demands

Zlg-zagglng between their

.\\

1ty of an undefeated work-
ing class, the State has been

forced to temper the full
use of its repressive might
against specific struggles.

i Increasmgly, the liberals
and their black petty bour-
geois underlings have..come

to the fore as key agents in

state efforts to render the
working class vulnerable to
a decisive blow.

‘Significance

As the w"o.rking“'class now

stands poised to move into
open strugglie once more,
specific; apparently local-
ised struggles may assume a
crucial national significance.

The process of re-emer-
gence of mass struggle is

~marked by the fact that

struggles may rapidly gener-
alise and escalate from an
initial - focus,. drawing
broader layers of workers
around an

and issues. =

The struggle at present
unfolding in the Port Eliza-
beth area illustrates this
pProcess, |

‘The uneven and combin=
ed nature of capitalist devel-
opment in South. Africa has
produced the  apartheid

capitalist state—characteris-
ed by developed capitalist

relations of  production,
together with the denial of
even minimal bourgeois
democratic rights to the

mass of the working class
the black workers :

Wide range

Subject to the attacks of
a - particularly repressive
capit_alist state in -crisis,
black workers may come
out In struggle on a wide
range of immediate issues.

Essentially, ° however,

R

R
b

s
s
G

such spontaneous: struggles

are the struggles of workers
in an mdustnahsed capitalist
economy.

- Beneath the
issue¢ which provokes an

~eruption, there are always

demands relating to the day-
to-day material needs of
workers—jobs, housing,
wages, prices, control over

decisions affecting their
daily lives. - |
In the Port Elizabeth

ared, as in all areas of the
country, workers have been
made the target of govern-
ment resettlement plans—
arising from the Bantustan

policy of rationalising black -

---------
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labour dormitories ‘‘out-
side” *white South Africa”.
Facing removal

outside Port Elizabeth, to

“an area over 50 km away,

workers have turned to a
black consciousness
organisation,
PEBCO,
struggle.

| Demolition

The immediate issue has
been the threatened demoli-
tion of Walmer—underlying

- grievances have been around
_ low wages
and high prices, focussing

unemployment,
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from
Walmer—a black ghetto just

com-'_

as a_ vehicle for

SCIVE as

COSsts.

Seekmg to steer the

‘developing -mood of oppos-
ition, but fearful of provok-j |
ing a mass response, the
‘state: was unable to simply

launch a. repressive ' attack

‘on PEBCO.

Its leader, 'Thozam‘lle
Botha was, however, given
an . ultimatum by  his
employers—Ford - Motors—to

. stop ‘his political agitation.
~When he refused he was

dismissed.
News of his dismissal was
followed by immediate

strike action by about 700’
workers, demandmg hlS re-
mstatement -

Given the real threat of

repression and the massive =

dangers facing any black
striker in South Africa, such

a show of sohdarlty was .

clearly indicative of a major
build-up of combativity.

This ‘was - to grow and
- develop polltlcally as more
~and more grievances -and
- demands came to the fore.

Such developments were set
to bring workers up against
the. political failures of their

Strike committee

'With the extension - of

demands and the building of
a  strike
Ford

around Wthh broader layers
of workers would move into

open struggle.

At the same t1me the

strikers were able to draw |
~-strength . from thé militant
mass ‘mood of worllie.rs in

the area. -
Throughont the strike,
independent = workers’

.. control of the negotiating
~committee was a crucial

committee, the -
strlke promlsed to
: focal point,

- flict with their un’ion leader-'

~ -striking

- Federation of South African’

 the strike until it hay

~ing grievances which were
-'begmnmg to surface. s

&

: unreglstered

union, and
_.turned to it when theinitial
strike broke out. |

own union apd PEBCO "had to help achieve a settle--'

lead ershlps ‘ment.” -

‘tinued to show no. urecog- |
- nition of, or way forward in =~

‘which handles labour issues
with a great deal of 2 0d~

Thozamzle Botha (rzght foreground) wzth Ford warkers durmg mass mem
. very often on transport

issue—it -was . through ‘the
breaking of that control
that the strength of the
strike was undermined,- o
- Very early in the struggle'f
workers had come into con-

ship on this issue. . - T
About half o _-~-.;.the¢
workers are
members of the United .
Auto Workers Union, an .”
‘black trade;
union, affiliated to the new

Trade Unions (FOSATU). - -

.

Far from members

Ford have glven negotla- |
lmmedlately' |

Fred Sauls, the cen‘tral‘,
FOSATU - leader “involved -
revealed how far it is from .
the combative mood -of the "
workers: . - BN S

“We knew nothmg about
ppened. -
But at least -half of the.
strikers were union
members and we obviously

After the mterventwn of
the union, the workers were
all remstated four days
after commg out .

The union, however, con---f

the struggle around underly-

“By ' negotiating,” 'Said '.
Sauls, “Ford shows that itis -
an enli ghtened company . -

will”, |

Unlike thelr : umom,
leadets, Ford workers were ..
cIearly not satisfied with
such ) enhghtenment and

........

: e T .
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g m New Brzghton townsh zp

ngdwﬂl
Increasmgly
therr strength and drawing
support from the general
commumty militancy build-
ing up around the Walmer
'removals workers followed
rtherr re-instatement  with
new demands. They walked
out on three more occasions
fmally forcing plant closure.
- A growing suspicion and
T'hostrhty was directed at a
union leadership which

seemed to be putting ifs

' special . relationship with
'management before any
'str‘uggle -around workers
grievances.

Ignoring the persrstent
appeals of e€mployers and

' the union to leave negotia-

\tions -up to them, the

? strikers demanded that thezr_

-strike committee be

. A mﬂitant

~ '-"fj{ff‘ist cntrorsms of
black
: fmoblllsatron developmg

aware of

/

control of direct negotla-‘

tlons with employers.
. . The attitude of the union
leadershlp moved'
. initial surprise at the strikes
- to a barely concealed hos-

-tility to the strikers and .
their refusal to hand over -

all negotratlons to union
leaders

Sacked

- The “enlightenment and
goodwill” of Ford were a
little! thin,; and -all the
“gtrikers were dismissed. In a
splendid display - of unity,
workers rejected the Ford
‘offer  of
employment and demanded
remstatement en vlne,

.. In_ such situctions of
Tdevel_bpi‘ng conflict, workers
inevitably turn to those
- organisations and leader-

ships in . which they see .

avenues for pursutng their
struggle o
PEBCO presented - itself
- pré crsely such a way.
Basmg themselves on the

;{'

ot

froin

individual re-

strike
- motion,

South African state forces
growing Walmer opposition

movement o oombuung
rheterie with”

reform 1sm
consclousness

had been refusing to place
in the union leadership.
This was further cemen-

ted “by the general move

towards PEBCO through the
area, as it came to take up
the day-to—day issues affect-
ing workers—in the work-
place and community. =
The strike
~affiliated to PEBCO.
Increasingly, the control by

the strikers over negotia-

tions came to be eroded.

Undermine

The PEBCO

political - repression  nor
union:  reformism = had
achieved —undermine the
level . of  political and
organisational independence

forged by the striking
workers e
PEBCO .. appropriated

control  over negotiations,

drawing in reformist re-
inforcements |
South African Council of
Churches,
and even the US consul.

A process which threat-

ened the strength of the
had been set in

| Meanwhile however the
real basis of that strength—

the determination and com-

bativity of strikers and
workers in the area—was
reflected in growing levels
of militancy and mobrhsa-
tion. .
A meeting of 3,000
workers held by PEBCO
unanimously resolved to call
a one-day general strike in
Port Elizabeth--to . protest
against the removals and in
support of the’ Ford
workers. Plans . were also

‘approved for a week-long

consumer boycott of all
“white businesses™.

- Working cldss support for
a consumer boycott was
clearly the expression of an

ff?é{f'divemon ar}

_ 1deologues B
- inside PEBCO won from the
strikers -a trust which they"

committee

| leadership
began to do what neither

from  the

the Soweto 10,

it turned to

‘overwhelming solidarity and
- resolve to fight—at-the same

“time] it posed, a potentral
ity danger to the -
,class

levels of " working

i‘ 'Abstentlon

‘As the example of the
recent Monis - and Fathis
dispute in South Africa

indicates, a consumer boy- .
cott can easily be reduced

to abstention by the work-
ing class, orchestrated by

the petty bourgeoisie.

- The boycott of M&F,
launehed in solidarity wrth
victimised workers demand-
ing remstatement was

‘eagerly .adopted by black
“workers seeking to aid the

strikers.

_ But it was equally eager-
ly appropriated by black
businessmen who used it to

- foster their - credentials as

allies of black workers, and
at the sameetrmF
the ' illusion that workers’
interests could. be served by
black capitalists.
" The - boycott
little more than the refusal

of some black businessmen .

to deal with M&F.

Although the experlence_ |

of workers at -the hands of
the apartheid capitalist state
breeds a racial identity and
solidarity, the race of the
capltallst makes no differ-
ence to the fact of explor-

~ tation.

in the event the M&F

‘stnke .was partrally won—

conditional wupon workers
not fighting for wage claims
for a year.

Faced with the escalatron
of struggle and the threat-
ening political developments

generated by a broader and

broader mobilisation, the

state stepped up-its efforts

to isolate, ' contain and

defuse the 31tuat10n

B Pattem

In SO domg, in a pattern
which will be repeated in
struggles throughout South
Africa in the coming period,
increased
repression - only = after
reformist leaders had eroded

promote |

" became

-meeting to
planned one. day general

the level of political inde-
pendence _and. orgamsatto:n S
RS _f’protest strike. - g
. There can be no doubt .
that this apparent about-
turn by PEBCO at the first
signs of developing confron-

fosged by workers

“Ford, n:o doubt m con
other o

sultatlon Cwith
en_rployers and the govern-
ment,
agreed to
strikers with no Ioss of
benefits.

The | whlch

inroads

\PEBCO and ‘its reformist.

‘cohorts had made on

-control of the strike now

became crucial.
Despite the.

unchanged the employment

conditions; which had gener-

ated- basic¢ grievance€s in the
first place, workers were

urged by PEBCO negotia- .
tors to accept re-mstate-.

ment.
A matter of a few hours

‘after ‘PEBCQO leader Botha

had convinced Ford workers

to return, he was arrested
by Security Police.

Demanded release

_As news of the arrest
spread, hundreds of workers
congr’egated reaffirmed the
strike call for the following
Mormnday and demanded his
immediate release.

For the first time, police

moved in in force, using

~ teargas to disperse meetings. ;
~ Pushed forward by a

growing tide of militancy to

- which it could give no polit-
ical perspective and leader-

ship which met the workers’

_interests, the PEBCO exec-
“utive used this developing
struggle to.
‘signal a total retreat.

situation of

~ Having first been instru-
mental in ending a strike

which had served as a focal

point, they. now acted to
contain the general mobilis-
ation which ~had Dbeen
developing with it. 0

Even as workers were
endorse the

strike, and to demand the
release  of ‘Botha, the

"+ PEBCO Executive issued a

statement which: called on
Ford workers to abide by

“the settlement and end their
strike;

called off the

‘backed down and
reinstate  ‘all -
~of = political

fact that"
reinstatement - left

'_and usually for
bound to

- implemented.
 increases,
‘Soweto and the Witwater-
‘'sand in the near future are

planned consumer. boycott;

- and called . o‘ff the general g

. ’"South Africa for a crumal
‘phase of “struggle in whrch--.-v .
the . political. -
.underlymg the post-Soweto :

tation will have sown a level
‘confusion
amongst workers in the

arca.

~ Indications are that the -
calls made in the executive
been

statement have

—heeded. - |
- At the same 'time, how-'

ever, there can be no doubt
that moblhsatron is set to
grow.

For in Port El1zabeth as
in all parts of the country,
underlymg _grievances are:

growing. Strike action, at
present relatlvely 1solated
limited
periods, is
develop.

Thousands of workers

have been involved in action

against bus price increases in
Natal—inn a mobilisation
which has been contained,
for the meanwhile, only by
the increasing intervention
of Buthelezi’s Inkatha.

In Soweto, proposed rent
increases have not been

Bus
planned: for

likely to compound grow-

ing combativity and oppos-

THE TRANSITIONAL
PROGRAMME IN
TODAY’S CLASS

STRUGGLE
Founding document of
the Trotskyist Inter-
‘national Liaison
Committee
Published in the

" International Discussion

Bulletin No. 1.
Available, price 75p
mcludmg postage from
"WSL, 31 Dartmouth
Park Hill, London -

NWS 1HR

- sive

- tomorrow.

price

1hon K ‘
.The stage is being set in.

lull will be opened up and

conflict fought out. As they
- move
workers st

into ~that phase,

not merely by. the repres-

of their own
leaders.
Turnmg - to black

consciousness groups, trade
unions, Inkatha, community -

~ organisations; the tradition-
~al nationalist organisations
as vehicles of

struggle
workers will time and again
come up against reformist-

misleadership and betrayals
. —as the militant populist
of today ¢ emerges as the

reformist. collaborator of

It is
Marxists alone who, inter-
vening in day-to-day

‘'struggles. which are bound -

to emerge, turn workers to
the only forces which can
pursue their independent
class interests, their indep-

-.endent strength, organisa-

tions, programme and- party
—a Trotskyrst .party in

South Africa, as a section

of the reconstructed Fourth

' Internat1onal

Nov. 1979
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state . appafatus, -but -
- above all, by the pohtlcal '
? bankruptcy

~ stalemate -

and threatened,, a

rev_olutionary e
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. Rosemary Hardwnck remews “Women in Russia”,
edited by Dorothy Atkinson, Alexander Dalm

career, and raising a family. |
The Russian husband rarely
sees childcare and housework as

A rational way of encourag-
ing. reproduction would be to
prowde communal dining, child-

and Gail Warshofsky and published by Harvester
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Women in Russia is not

_intended as a book for the SNSRI N vy
average reader: it is, rather, g AT

an academic work, heavy
with sociology and statis-
its price alone - §
(£12§0) is enough to put iy

tics, and

most workers off.

However, for those who do " §
it contains @ mass

of very mterestmg information
and a fairly thorough picture

penetrate it,

(given the inadequate data avail-
able) of the

., women,

| o - support for authority and  than undermine the family.. ;
it;'(:‘n w:thm Marxtsm and Stalmf,v,;_,_.- " power”. N R . This essay throws consider- -
. .~ ~Since the provision of able light on the debate within ...
The main theme is an exam- ;. N Tl o
~ ination .of the Soviet claim that communal facilities ~ to ~ the Bolshevik Party about .. "

It also | mcludes background

essays on women in pre-revolu-
‘tionary Russia and on the .
debates on ‘the: woman ques~..'

women in the USSR are com-“""'

' pletely liberated.

——

1t is, of course, no surpnse']_;._..
10 Trotskytsts to fmd that this~
~claim is-a myth

In fact it is
“almost surprssmg that . equal
- opportunities in jobs and educa-
t:on have gone so far:

Economlsts

L It ss mterestmg to fmd out |

for instance, that in 1970 82%
of ecorﬁmssts and planners .
45% of journalists and 40% of

sctentlsts were woman.
Women make up two-thnrds_
of doctors ahd teachers and

thefe are’ also apparently, more -

a!most excluswely onthe s;tua-e-

~tion -, in_ the- RSFSR—i.e..

Russla as- ooposed to the other'--

By Phil F rench
For the first tlme the

.V-\!f

"reomplete military ' writings

and speeches of Leon

! Trotsky during the period
. of the Russian civil war
-(1918-22) will be available

in English.

!wes of Sowet

Sowet states - e
. < Another. valuable area of -
study would:be the position of .~
“women . among the- mmonty
nationaht;es, ‘especially - in the
Is!amic\ eulture

- East, " where. -

rerhams strong.

m these areas..

- The ' contnbutors correctly -f
main

em pha&se - that h

o

Review  of “The ,Miita.ry

But w_ith the rise .to power
of the Stalinist bureaucracy,
these and all other writings and
speeches of Trotsky - were
suppressed. They have not been
available in Russia for over 50
years. |

Now we can see how the

unable to write a hxstory of the

Press at £12.50.

Men and women workers Ieavmg Russzan factory

obstacle to ‘the emancspatnon of
‘women in Russia is their double -
- Burden of work “career and\.
home . o
However their explanatsons,
_- fer ‘this phenomenon are ‘ham-.

pered by thear hberal femmnst

need for. the family, they see jt ;J-
~in terms " of the triumph of .
.mnate conservattsm ahd sexism, -

and a general ‘lack of oomm;t...

meqt “to- women's_ liberation
among the f“' male) pohtlcal

:'ages everyone to work beeausef the one: -hanti thev‘ Red W

~ of the shortage of the ‘labour

The Somet regime

§"  necessitated a social

 available, and -
o ..form of birth control),

care ' and other hitherto
‘domestic’ facilities, together

~ with a generous system of
~.-matermty leave, etc. | -

This would allow women to
have children and go out to

“work without undue -hardship.:

However, the bureaucracy do
not act accord:ng to the needs

of mothers.

The growth of Stalinism
from the late 1920s onwards
policy -
aimed ' at stabilisation and the
imposition of authonty '

. The familv unit was ideal for
' this task, as Trotskv points out

in Revolut:on Betrayed: .
o compelling

e he = most

motive of the present cult of the
family is undoubtedly the need

B -of the bureaucracy for ‘a stable

hierarchy of relations, and. for

~. the disciplining of - youth by
" rheans of 40,000,000 points of

supercede the ‘tasks of the

~ _famlly threatens this stabfllty

‘and authority,

" regime is unable to consider this
- as a policy option.

the .Stalinist

‘Instead, - they encourage a

.["hngh b:rth-rate by - obstructing
the

use of contraception
(although -abortion. is widely
is the sta’ndard

glonfvmg motherhood in thelr

_ideolagy; and by increasing of

"wages for housework”, to pav

his responsibility: a constant -
theme of the book i is the pfeval- s

ent sexism,

Arguments that motherhood |

is the “‘natural” role for women

often go unchallenged in the -

USSR. In this collection, Mollié =

Rosenhan’s study of "Images of.-_;'

Male and Female in Children’s

Readers’ brings .this out partic-

ularly clearly. . B
‘Alfred Mever s ‘Marxism
and the Women 'S Movement“

contains some points:-of more

general interest about the role
the struggle for women’s liber-
ation plays in Marxnst theory: -

Beatrice

sexuality and family life—a

radicals like Kollontai,

‘Riazanov at the other.

The dominance of' radscal"'

| Farmsworth ‘s .

**Bolshevik - Alternatwes and the :
Soviet .Family” argues that the " -
1926 Marriage ' Law, generally

regarded as a radtcal attack on -
the institution of the boutgems: .
family, was in fact the opposite:
an attempt to stabilise, rather. o

.

‘debate -which revealed quite: .
deep-rooted differences between
.at.one .. -
extreme and eonservatwes lnke_}- S

ideas within the Bolshevik Party =

was short-lived; experiments in. "
family faw and communal lwmg"'

were. one. of the earhest wctlms

of bureaucratisation. - Ly
fﬂ the . g

| Svowet _Umon_ Stalmlsm o;,_'::;-

Anvone mterested

. women 1o stay at hom'e Sl - T

0 So the Sowet

"workmg, but on the'other hand

‘ages reproduction :in & more  resolved by
long-term attempt to ease thls";»-
- problem. | 2 o

Russlan married woman who"
,';?'*ends up domg both pursumg a

- land. - |
In July the Left Socialist

The quatity ot the sSavs. |

Indeed by August 1918 the

areas of Russm were held by

anti-Soviet forces

women engmeersfm the USSR = it would be, mterestmg to perspectwe | required in the drive for rapud - their policies to boost the popu- uneven. some are swamped by
- A0 all other countnes know -how far the legal mdepene-.'g Instead of, rootmg tha:r - ,mdustnal wth—85% , f ,la‘tton havethe effectﬁofdrmng S0¢ | -
eombmedl S - dence of women: and the.aboli-  ‘ anglysis in the development of  wortien ‘work outmde the: hnme. “oo WOmen.oug ov.1he isboyr force.,. . - DUL-OI
“The' essays eoncentrate “tion of bnde-pr}ee‘\are entorced.ﬁl :“Stahmsm and the adthﬁntanan;j At the same: tm, itencodr- v This ‘col Nl e

and the_.

spectre of famme stalked the\_.

- Revolutionaries who had been

in alliance with th& Bolsheviks
staged a revolt and assassinated -
the German ambassador Count -

_ ‘Writings and Speeches of Soviet power in Russla hung by .} >
Leon Trotsky™, Vol. 1, The territory of the Soviet [
- . “How » the ~Revolution Republic.  was  completely
ne ﬂedpu%'l’lbi’g:;d by N;g: bncucled by hostile armies. -

i ﬁ‘o c S, P All the vital grain producing .

; i ¢ volume is ¢ v Red Army was really built. | gtltrﬁ%:grga(:}?er to provoke war m
. © resen vo 1 - No wonder the Stalinists are c N B
" first of ﬁve and covers the year Uritsky, a promment 1 K

1918 when the young Soviet ‘Bolshevik leader in Petrograd
 Republic was in griates% danger. Red Army ~was murdered, and Lenin was.

~_ Trotsky, as People’s Com- . Nationalist shot and wounded by Socialist
missar for War frct:!m hgarﬂc(:lh-l918 : Revolutlonanes. ’ R

- was responsible for building up o L |

“the Red Armmy f{rom a few In these writings . and R allied

~detachments of Red Guards,

.- - and “peaceful coexistence with |
-‘191'1?]'15 art:cl'es, speeches, imperialism™. 3 pg::anmt:e ;inlhed to the Sov1et .
" letters,” orders and telegrams lt is true that one e of the ﬁrst - 8 AI i . "

' decrees of the Bolshevik govern- ecisive change occurre

‘numbering only a few thousand,

to a million stroag by the end of

" collected here reveal Trotsky

- military

not only as one of the greatest
- strategists of all time,
but also as a brilliant" Marxlst
able to’ assess with great sensi-
tivity the relations between and

- changing moods of all classes

' ‘and between layers within each

. . . : iy . 3 Army -and the Sov:et governl"f

he white heat of civil But at the same time includirg the loss of the grain which had seized power in the ~ Allied  Imperialism and local

: ;l:rss m t e whie | | - workers in all  belligerent producing areas of the Ukraine South and East but also with  White Guard forces. mer'ith ' his book on
IR countries were urged to struggle and the Baltic states of Estonia, direct imperialist invasion from _The (Czechoslovak ; revolt. the fi %tsi-cml)(n in this mo]r:. .;

o :-' Arsenal to overthrow then own ruling  Latvia and Lithuania. the Allied Powers (Britain and  coincided with an offensive e fight for Kazan is one which

..:i theorettcal arsenal of Marxism, of “peacefully coexxstmg” with - that there was no other way to " L aries elsewhere in Russia. ism. o '
- and these writings themselves the Soviet power in Russia.  preserve Soviet power. The most  dangerous This was followed by British The fight was, duecteq by Y W
‘are a powerful addmon to that They . 'organised  massive - The majority -of the Bolshe- situation was caused by the and French intervention in Trotsky h:mself from h!S ‘-

Trotsky oi)uld not have built
a Red Army without the

- ‘arsenal.

These writings  were ﬁrst

bhshed in Russia in 1923, and

| Trotsky ‘intended them to be
“translated into all languages to

. be used

by proletanan revolu-

- tionaries all over the world .in

~the struggle for communism.

speeches there is no trace of the

‘reactionary nationalist theOries'
of “socialism in one country”

ment after seizing power in
1917 was the decree .on peace,
calling on all governments and
peoples to cease the imperialist

slaughter and negotiate a demo-

cratic peace without annexa-

" tions and indemnities.

classes

“The nnpenahsts of both

warring camps had no ‘intention

'anned ‘intervention with their

. own-forces, as well as organising

support for counter-revolutlon-
ary White Guard armies which’
seized power and set up
reactionary capitalist adminis-
trations in various parts of

. Russm.

‘The first foreign invasion

came from the Cermans.

The Bolshevixs were eventu-
ally fciced to accept harsh
terms {or a peace

Trotsky himself was

reluctant to accept the peace:

terms. until persuaded by Lenin

vik Party was inclined to the
Left Communist pohcy ‘of

“sevolutionary war” against the

Germans-—a hopeless perspective
at the time because the old Tsar-
ist Russian army had disinte-
grated and the Red Atmy was

- not yet built.

treaty, i

Red Guard detachment from the Putzlov works

After the peace treaty with
the Germans was signed at
Brest Litovsk, the Bolshevik

government had to deal not

only with White' Guard armies

France) in the North and South
%s well as the Japanese in the
ast.

revolt. of the Czechoslovak
legions against. the Sov1et power .

-in May 1918."

- These former pnsoners of
war from the Austrian army -

- were interned in Siberia under

Tsarist rule, and were released

by the Bolshev1ks on the under-

standing that they would be
sent to France.

The revolt -was ‘undoubtedly

- sparked off by propaganda and

false information supplied by

organised by White Guard forces

in Siberia, and = organised
uprisings by .Social Revolution-

Murmansk and Archangelsk in
the North. -

At the same time the armies
of the Don Cossacks advanced
to overthrow Soviet power in

But in the hour of greatest

danger, the workers and poor

in the Red Army,

‘White Guard forces.

The recapure of the city of
Kazan in September gave a

tremendous boost to the Red

and for the
. ﬁrst time. they took the offen<
~sive and began to drive back the-

~ will educate and inspire all

the South and White Guard

troops backed by Turkish forces |

advanced in Centra.l Asia.

armoured train at the front.

This train was to trayel to:}"
the
civili. war and Trotsky was able
to rally and inspire  the Red

all parts of the front during

Army wherever he went.
Contmued next week

- those who fight for the revolu- -
tionary overthrow of nnpenal-




- which ought ,
authoritative  status in . the
labour movement. | |

references, _
local contemporary material
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It is a great disappoint-
ment that the National

Museum of Labour History

gives such inadequate treat-
ment to such an important
event as the Matchgirls’

strike. K

. Their earlier pamphlet on
the Dublin General Strike led
this reviewer to expect some-

what better from an institution
to inspire to

" There is no shortage of

scholarship in Beer’s pamphlet.

His 46 pages include six of
predominantly to

which would otherwise be little

known. (Curiously however it

omits any mention of Annie
Besant’s autobiography). On the
contrary, the complaint to be
made of Beer’s piece is that its
focus is too fine. -

- New Unionism
~ The pivotal role of the 1888

-strike in the development of the

‘New  Unionism’ and  the re-
awakening of the labour move-
ment is almost entirely omitted.

Without it the whole story is
no more than a stirring tale of
oppression and revolt in a his-

- torical vacuum. .
""" The analysis of the fitful .

- growth of the labour movement,
. in “the nineteenth century 'is

beset ~with difficulties and

. . contradictions. -
- In the second half of the
" century, trade unionism and

‘socialism both took their first
uncertain steps into the world,

.. sometimes together and some- -
- times reeling apart. B

"~ The difficulties of undér4

. standing this growth flow from
" the difficulties of understanding

the economic history of the
19th century, and its last
quarter in particular—the period

of the ‘Great . Depression’.
- The British economy had

reached the limits imposed upon
it by its own empire as a market

“and a source of raw materials.

Outside the Empire it was
challenged  increasingly by
Germany and the USA for the
markets of the world.

- Feared competition

Contrary to the Thatcherite
vision of the dynamic entre-
préneur, the capitalist classes of
the world reacted with fear and
loathing - to the threat of

‘enforced competition. Invest-
ment declined and world trade -

stagnated. o
The = British trade union
movement was not robust

‘enough to stand against this

ebb, but the process was
complex and contradictory.
One effect of the unification

. of the imperial market was a

substantial reduction in food
prices, which offset the stabilis-
ation, in some cases fall, n

- money wages. . |
At the same time, successive

-governments were not ignorant
of the threat to their power
represented by . the relentless
growth of the urban proletariat.
Reforms such as state education
and the extension of the right to
vote were designed to deflect

‘this threat.

In this aim the ruling class

-was only partly successful.

- State education was
eventually - to produce genera-

. tions of articulate labour leaders

against whom new techniques of
absorption would be needed.
- The ‘'manhood suffrage itself

brought inte being demands for
such leaders to act independent-
- ly of the Liberal reformers.

In trying to assess conditions

in a particular area, such as the
" East End of London, we are
~ faced with another range of

problems.

................

~ As Beer makes plain in his
pamphlet, East London suffered
from the first effects of indus-
trialisation and did not recover

fast enough to be hit by the

second. . |

- That is to say, mechanisation
destroyed the silk weaving
industry  before the
Depression even began, and the

area’s second major industry— |
shipbuilding —suffered a disas-
 trous crash in the late 1860s

when the speculative ship-

builders ran against the brick
~ wall of a limit to world trade.

- Thus East London entered
the Great Depression already
depressed, with anything up to
half a million dependent on

public charity for their survival.

. A minimal level of resistance

“persisted —evidenced - by  the

bread riots of 1860-61 and
1867, but a systematic policy of
atomisation, ,
any generalisation of welfare
assistance, served to block major
revolts developing on the City’s
doorstep. - | ”

In early 1888 even Engelé

had to admit that he saw the

‘workers of East London as more

passive, more accepting of
oppression than those in any

other part of the ‘civilised

world’. | .
It is in this context that th

explosive strike of the match- |
girls at the Bryant and May

factory in Bow must be under-
stood. -

Great

directed against

The origins of the socialist
agitation around the Bryant and

May factory can be traced to a

meeting of the Fabian Societ;
in June 1888. > o
- At this meeting Clementina

Black read a paper on ‘Female
Labour’. H.H. Champion after-
wards presented information on

Bryant and May’s dividends and
their exploitation of the work-
force. - |

The meeting resolved to call

for a boycott of the company.

Annie Besant set out to research

the question for her paper, the
~ Link, and travelled to Bow the
‘next day to discuss with the

factory girls.
Annie Besant was a remark-
able personality. Originally a

devout and inspired christian

and the wife of a clergyman,
she was unable to reconcile
herself to the poverty and
misery in which her husband’s
congregation lived. |

' She was to break from the
church and her family on the

occasion of her publishing a

pamphlet rejecting the divinity
of Jesus of Nazareth.
She threw herself into the

work of Bradlaugh’s National

Secular Society, writing regular-

ly for the ‘National Reformer’
extensive

and  conducting
lecture tours.

- The struggle of 1880 for
Bradlaugh’s right to sit in Parli-

. ament as an atheist brought her

- matchboxes.

'''''''

Bryant and May strikers
into contact with Aveling and
others in Marx’s circle. |

However, she was never to
become a Marxist, and under

the baleful influence of Shaw,
| joined the Fabians in 18835.

" Her brand of socialism how-
ever was ill matched to that of
the Fabians. She took a leading
role in the Trafalgar Square
riots of 1886 and 1887, and

organised a defence fund to bail
- out the arrested. |

Her position in the socialist
movement of the time is reflec-
ted in the fact that she was
chosen as one of Linnell’s pall-
bearers after Bloody Sunday of
November 1887. o .

By the time of the match-
girls strike she was already well

known as a regular orator at

dock gate meetings. _ |
- Beer’s pamphlet documents
the problems that Besant found

in the factory and among the -
made the

outworkers who

The wages themselves were
‘wretchedly low, and the women
were regularly fined for a range
of ‘offences’.

More serious even than this

was the widespread necrosis of

the jaw, ‘phossy jaw’, resulting

from regular handling of phos-

phorus. o
A particular irritation to the

workers was that the company

had docked their wages to erect

a statue of Gladstone.

On 23 June, Besant

puiblishec'l her first article expos-

ing the exploitation at the

match factory under the title
‘White Slavery ‘'in London’.
Although Bryant threatened
legal action, a visit by the
Factory = Inspector confirmed
the fact that the illegal fine

~ were taking place. '-

The company began to seek
out which of the women had

given Besant the information for

her article, and three were dis-
missed early in July.
After a further sacking on

July 5 the women walked out.
. The Fabians were forced to take

responsibility for the strike that
their publicity had brought
about.

Defeat '

This was not in fact the first
industrial action at the Bryant
and May factory.

Beer reports the earlier strike
of 1885 over a wage cut and the

phossy jaw problem, which won

no general support K and was
defeated. i - -

- The memory - still .li\’red' of
this strike and also of the great
| demonstration of 1871 against

the match tax. Obviously there

was some tradition of collective

action among the matchgirls, no

doubt buoyed up by.the inter-

mittent bread riots in the
locality. |

“The difference in 1888 was

the active intervention by the

socialists. . . »
Besant took up the task of

organising a strike fund and

giving a lead to the campaign.

Although a large number of
the women went to the country
for the seasonal fruit picking
work, some 800 were left in
London dependent on strike

pay.

donations began to flow in,
- The main factor however
which gave the strike the

strength and determination to

continue was the decision of the

'London Trades Council, led by

John Burns, to give active
support. | S
~An independent investiga-
tion into the factory bore out
all of Besant’s charges, and also

"made clear that the workers

were charged for their working
materials, which Besant had
never understood..

.This was published in full in
The Times, .
tabled parliamentary questions

 WOMAN .

Y

- Asa result of appeals in The
" Link and other papers public

and Bradlaugh

which promised more publicity.
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A review of “The Matchgirls Strike
- 1888” by Reg Beer. National Museum
- of Labour History pamphlet No. 2.

Besant kept up the momen-
tam of the campaign with
rallies, meetings and deputations

“to Parliament. '

By mid-July the pressure on
the company was enough to
force them to meet the strikers
and the Trades Council.

~ Abolish fines

"The company agreed to
abolish the fines and charges for

materials, which was no major
" concession
illegal. It did however mean a

since both were

big increase in real pay. A

canteen would be provided

away from the phosphorus and
some other saftey improve-
ments would be made. -

On this basis the women
returned to work. The ‘phossy

jaw® persisted however, until
the development of the safety

match effectively rendered the -

phosphorus match obsolete.
The matchgirls. however
retained their organisation after

the 'f.etum to. A_WO‘l'k,"_ and the
- following year sent a delegation

. The matchgisls victory trans-
formed the industrial situation

in East London.

‘Tramways

Besant and Tom Mann
became involved in the unionis-

ation “struggle for the London -
Tramways Company, and the

example of the Bryant ‘and

‘May strike was powerful in

winning the men over.

Although there were no |

strikes in this case, the union
won a series of court cases over

' the company, and conditions

improved greatly. |
A much more important
breakthrough followed at the

- Beckton Gas Works, where in
- 1889 Will. Thorne unionised the
unskilled to win an eigh‘t,hou'r,

working day. |
This in turn had a tremen-

dous effect on the dock workers -
‘and led to the great dock strike

of 1889. This wave of unionis-
ation of the unskilled was to

change the face of trade union- |
ism in Britain, breaking the hold -

of the older craft unions and the
labour aristocracy on the TUC.
- It was this change in the

character of the TUC which was

to make the formation of the
Labour Party possible.

By Ernie Stubbins

Women’s paper of the
‘Workers Socialist League.

WORKER

‘Articles on:

*Chile
"‘Textilé
Industry

*Meccano

*NUPE and |
- the cuts

Available from WSL, 31 Dartmouth Park Hill, London NW5
1HR, price 15p including postage. - |
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INDUSTRIAL NEWS

-

.....—-' ,_?_,

orge s work in

‘Stewards and workers at
St. George’s Hospital, Hyde

Park Comer, London,

~ decided last week to move
into occupation to prevent
~ any further rundown of the

hospital, which specialises in

" heart surgery.
St. George’s has been listed

25%

On Thursday 24 January

_the whole manual staff at
 the hea‘tmg ‘and air con-
- ditioning firm of F.H.
Biddles Ltd.,

walked out on indefinite

- strike in support of a 25%_

pay claim.
" This followed protracted

A. management attempt to

'4 ballot - the. workforce ' failed

when, in spite of a recommen-
dation from the shop stewards
workforce -
showed thear contempt for the

" offer by tearing up thelr ballot

S|lp$
The company, wuthout any

offer from the rewew date, 1
January.

An external conference on
Wednesday failed to move the

following mass
‘Roy. Howells,

At - the
meeting Bro,

- . TGWU District Officer again put
the same offer,

When this again resulted in
an overwhelming rejection he
urged a seven-day ‘‘cooling off
period’”’, and
meeting t6 allow the company

~to think about it.

‘When it was pointed out
from the floor that the firm had

“already had three months to
| , the meeting
voted by 86 t0 9 to reject the
~ Official’s advice and strike from
four o‘clock that afternoon,
The other Nuneaton factory
at Tuttie Hill have followed the
main - works and jomed the |
strike.

think about it,

Six issues. .

,__4——"“,

Nuneaton

implemented their

another mass

"~ ation and shedding

'shows the way

for complete closure by June

- 30. The casualty department has

been closed for some time as
the first part of the plan by
Merton, Sutton and Wands-
worth AHA to move the
facilities from St. George’s to

Tooting—which they clatm will -

save £ 12 million.

The stewards have decided

to occupy at this' point to
prevent a . ward closure

~scheduled for next week, and
because the new hospltal in

Tooting is opening on Monday

January 28.

The occupatron at St.

- George’s must be seen as a

rallying ‘point for the fight
against hospital closures in the
London area.

Followmg on from St. Bene-

_dict’s, St. George’s is the second
hosprtal to be occupied against
| closure in the recent period. -
. negotiations -over-a three month - -
- period, during which the same
- 15%% offer was put three times
- 10 mass meetings—and rejected.

-As. the . savage Tory cash
hmrts are translated. into cuts,
the list of closures and

[
. .
- - . . .
B V |
* b
’ u c
.
. .

Tory pohcres nnplemen-

ted by  successive Labour
-and Tory governments made
themselves felt with a ven-

geance last month, as
115,000 more unem ployed
srgned on the dole.

- The  official total-now
1,424,927 —is only 200,000 less
than the record-setting level
established under Callaghan in
1977, and certain to be no more
than a stage in a continual climb
over the next period.

Between now and the
autumn BL is due to shed some

25,000 workers and BSC plans

to axe a further 50,000 jobs.
With every major capitalist
employer .looking to rationalis—
“surplus”

labour, the Tories are also

pledged to end the Labour
government’s phoney job sup-

Get your Socnallst Press .
dellvered each week by post ‘

SUBSCRIPT ION RATES L |

is being

rundowns in tbhe London area is
growmg to frightening pmpor-. |

tions.

Another recent addition is

the casualty department at the

Royal Northern Hospital in

Islington, due for closure on 1
March.

strong. An action committee
| formed in the hos-
pital, and Camden ambulance
NUPE branch has joined other
ambulance branches in pledging

" to continue to bring patients to
the casualty department if 1t is

occupied.
Despite the op

keeping  the casualty open
. during weekdays only..
The main danger facmg these |

- occupatlons is isolation. No
“matter how strong is the local
‘organisation, - St. George’s and

-~ . .
. .. . .
. - . ’ ’ . .
. - - : -
. . . - " . T ’
. . L -
- '. . . ..
. . . .
R -
+ ~ ]

port schemes by September-—.

throwing a further 300,000

- onto the unem ployment regis-

ter.

The Tories’ June budget

allocated funds to cater for a

300,000 increase in unemploy-

- ment. All the signs are that with
‘recession under way and spend-

ing cuts in full swing this figure
is likely to be exceeded before
the end of 1980—while job

‘vacancies continue  to fall in

number as desperate workers
accept even

sooner than rot on the dole.

Scotland

The crisis of caprtalrsm has
actually brought the return of

- 1930s levels of unemployment

in Scotland—where the 8.9%
unemployment leaves over

200,000 on the dole, and in

the North, where the unemploy-

" ment rate is 9%.
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Opposition to the plan ls'

position,
Camden and Islington AHA are
‘determined to go ahead with the
closure and have so far brushed

aside a compromise proposal of

low-paid  jobs

y

the Royal Northern depend
very much on the support of
consultants—not the most

principled and reliable antl-cuts
fighters!
of St.

Workers Mary S

.Hospital, ‘Harrow Road-also

due for complete closure—are
having - problems fighting the

AHA tactics of gradually reduc-

ing manmng levels

Lea‘dershlp

The answer to such isolation

“lies in the hands of the ublle
- sector trade union leaderslup

The recent inactivity of
NUPE—especially the London

Dmsron-—rs nothmg short of-'
‘treacherous. |
Militants in all threatened‘;
| hos itals must begin the fight to
force the trade union lcadershrp
to. prepare a programme  of
" national strike action alongside
the steelworkers to reverse all

public spending cuts.
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Over 400 Ealing teachers

" participated on January 22
" in a half-day strike and mass

meeting to oppose the sale
of Twyford comprehensive
school to the Church of

- England.

~ Ealing’s ATory council has
proposed that the. sale, for

£1.78 million, should take place
by September It provides a

backdoor route to the reintro-

duction of a selective, grammar-
- school se
- ing class area.

The sale—part of a package
of £2.5 mllllon in education

cuts that attack other aspects of
-the school service—has -been
- vociferously opposed by the

majority of parents, teachers

~and school students, local com-
‘munity organisations and the

1,600-strong Ealing NUT.
" No cover

A well-supported policy of_
“no-cover’ action has been in

'force for some time, and the

borough wide strike on January
22 was widely followed.

The local NUSS backed up~
the teachers’ stand, leafleting

number of schools ca]hng for
- support to the strike and the .
‘mass meeting, and nailing the

blame firmly on the Tory

,government s £380 million cuts
'_m éducation spending. o

“Indeed it was NUSS speak

Nell James who offered the only,'

perspectrve for a fight to the

 * meeting.

Never  before has it been
more important for workers to
- take the most determined action
. —through occupations backed
“up by strike action—to defend -
existing jobs and to fight for

united class action to bring
down the Tories and create
conditions for a planned
socialist economy which alone
can provide new jobs, secure
living standards and a develop-

ment of the productive forcesto
meet the needs of the British

and international workmg class

‘Fighting the Cuts’
(Socialist Press Supplement)
available 15p (inc p&p)
from WSL,

31 Dartmouth Park Hill,

London NWS 1HR.

Send your cheque/PO to
Socialist Press, 31 Dartmouth
Puk Hil London NWS IHR[.

an _ international

- His speech followed on a

set-up in a largely work-

~called for NUT re

 Teachers strike to
== stop sd‘°°| sal

| turgrd 15 minutes of waffle

from NUT vice-president Peter
Kennedy, an equally vacant
speech ' from school governor
Mou'a Cyriaux, and a call for a
“publicity campaign”—including -
a deputation to the Archbishop
of _Canterbury!—from local
Labour ‘left’ councillor Hilary

- Benn.

In contrast Neil James
correctly urged that the fight
must be taken up through the
organised labour movement and
linked to stnke acﬁon to. stop
the cuts.

- “Your jobs and our futures

“are a common goal to be

defended”, he stressed.
The demands must include a
restoration of the .cuts, a policy

- of protecting education by link-
“Ing expenditure to inflation as

assessed by elected union com-
mittees; and occupation and
strike action to halt the cuts.

To warm applause he also
cognition of
the NUSS and for motions to
this effect to be moved at the
Umons conference. = :

*2,000 redundancm'
amongst school ancillary staff

-and teachers are threatened by
 Leicestershire. County Council’s
~ decision to axe the educatlon'

budget by £6 million. - B
~ “_ *In Dundee 1500 teachers
staged -8 one-day strike - in

protest -education cuts’

*Teachen in Trafford Man-,'_ .

: .chester aré to undertake a pro-

gramme of selective strikes .to
prevent a cuts paokaga costmg; .

whlch han md 100 taaching -
. jobs., -

YOU SHOUL

F

- JOI US!.

’90 jobs

With workers by the

thousand taking to the
streets to oppose Tory

policies there is plainly no
 lack of militancy in the
- organised working class..

Yet the existing trade union
bureaucrats and Labour leaders
—whether right or ‘left'—have
no perspactive to offer those

workers prepared to fight in |

defence of jobs, living stan-
dards, social services and demo-

- cratic rights.

~ These can only- -be. dofondod
through policies which start

from the independent interests

of the working class, which, as
class, hms
nothing, to gain and everything

- to lose from attempts to restore
the profitability of their “own™

employing clsss.

lnapmodwhoroﬂloeontra- '_

dictions of the anarchic .capital-

ist. system force the wholesale
closure and destruction of the
‘productive forces of society,

only a socislist planned econ-

omy onawoddaedooffusa"

---Plcansend'mcmoudmil' s'
of -the Workers Socislist
~I.m;uo.

j_Nm'-.'-a..’..."...‘.-.-.-

Mdtm..‘.c.-.--.......
s 52 e 00 s e amseerve oo

...................

Send. to: WSL 31 Dart-
mouth Parlt Hill, Lendon
NWb ‘_II'IR_ f B

out t0

iliated

which, in today’s struggles fights
to: advance workers beyond

- trade union militancy, protast
politics and illusions that capit-

alism can be abolished throudi

parliament.
Tho Workers Soelallst

| Loaoue is 2 Troukylst move-

ment fighting day in and day

buﬂd such a principled
Iudonhrp in the workmo clm
in Britain »

" Internationally, we are aff-
to the newly-formed
Trotskyist International Liaison
Committee, which fights for the

 reconstruction of the Fourth -
international and the bmldmg

of revolutionary parties in every
country to lead the struggle
against imperialism and against
the. parssitic Stalinist bureau-

cracies in the deformed and

degenerated workers’ states.,
We invite all readers of

'Soeullst Press to seek more :"

details of the WSL and its work,

and toaomusmthostruwo.‘
_forsocialum

| RED YOUTH = |
'Monthly paper of the

I Socialist Youth League

New ' issue out next

week |
- Articles on NUSS -
Week of Action; Anti-

fascist activity in Leices- |
{ ter; Iran; Afghamstan,

Review of new Clash|
album; steel strike. 1

~Available price 15p

including postage, from |
SYL, 31* Dartmouth

Park Hrll London NWS
1HR. | |
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~ Last Saturday’s confer-
ence of the Stalinist-run

Liaison Committee for. the

Defence of Trade Unions

marked the end of that
organisation as we have

- known it.

- Its afternoon sessron at the
Friends Meeting House was
broken up by the refusal of the
chairman—veteran Communist
Party member Kevin Halpin—to
recognise any form of demo-
cratic procedures or rules of
debate within the conference.

‘Hand picked

Matters came to a head after
the morning session had seen a
parade of hand-picked speakers
- endorse the resolution which,
the chairman, stressed, would be
the only busmess in front of the

conference.

No amendments or alterna-

tive resolutions or . proposals
could be allowed, he 1ns1sted
~ With the steel strike in full

swing and legal action underway

- to destroy u.nion rights, the CP-

““Alan Thornett

Last week $ backda‘ted
‘8.2% interim pay increase
will do little to appease

teachers angry at the endless

delays in their 1979 pay
~claim.

Since the agreement last -

- April to submit their claim to a

comparabiilty = study by the

Clegg Commission, teachers had
been led to believe that a sub-
stantial payment {(around 13%)
would be made this January.

| No amount of double talk
- will convince them that they
- have not been misled and
betrayed | | |

Abo rtive

The seeds of the present
~ situation were sown in the abor-

tive campaign for the 1979

“salaries claim..

-~ Half-hearted efforts by the
leadership of the NUT and the
Scottish teaching union, the EIS

~ led, at that point, to a settle-
sment which secured a mere

Clegg |

- CP in making _
- indefinite General Strike action.

study.

- manual

drafted resolution avoided —not

- surprisingly —the main question

of the hour: the fight for an
indefinite general strike to bring

down the Tory government.
Instead it merely called for

- support for the South Wales day

of action on January 28, for

- more extended action on March

10, and for a one-day strike of
“‘General Strike proportions™ on
the TUC day of action on May
14 —in four months’ time!

But it was clear that the
resolution had been drafted to

take account of the position of

the Socialist Workers Party,
whose supporters turned out to.
constitute a majority of the
conference delegates.

The SWP agreed with the
no call for

Instead a leaflet put out at the
door by their front ‘Rank and

File® organisation called on

delegates to support and press
for a vote on the following non-
pohtlcal resolution.

“This Conference calls on
the LCDTU and the Rank and
File Defend Our Unions Com-
mittee to unite their efforts to

campaign for defiance of the

Employment Bill and other
associated anti-union legislation.
We also call on the two organ-
isations to jointly campaign for
the TUC to call a one day

general stoppage agamst the

anti-union laws, -

Defend Our Unions Committee
to jointly convene a national
delegate conference of bona fide
trade union delegates as soon

dlon needed on
Ieuchers pay

9.2% p.lus f6 a month on

account in anticipation of the
Ciegg findings.

| Members, initially keyed up
- for an increase of 42.5% were
| dnsnllusloned by weak action cul-

minating in capitulation and an
agreement to the comparab:lnty

Since then, members have

- been kept in suspense, tied to an

agreement to accept the findings

| of the Commission.

At first they were promlsed

~an interim report in December,

to be followed by payment of

half of the award in January and

the second half in September.

Now they have received a
mere 8.2%—from which the nine
peagments of £6 will be deduc-
5

April, and no substantial sums
of money will be forthcoming
until after then. -

Instead of a straightforward

claim based on the rise in the

- rate of inflation and the changes

in the salaries scale for non-

Houghton 'Report of 1974, the

" teaching union leaderships have
‘become embroiled in a compli-
‘cated  comparability

study
involving the selection of com-
parators in terms of jobs outside

‘teaching.

Having found the original

- -40 comparators chosen to be
- unsatisfactory, the Commission
" 18 now researching into another
- 30 non-teaching jobs.

This kind of pseudo-scten-
tlflc mumbo-jumbo is” said by

- the union leadeérs to be aimed at

achieving an ‘“‘objective’” assess-
ment of the true value of a

| :teacher's job.
Gomg by the wretched 18%'

_ defiance again |
~ After the lunch break, Alan
Thornett, a delegate from the

The Commtsslonv will not
- publish its findings until at least

workers = since the

after the

“We call on the LCDTU and
Rank and File Defend Our
Unions Committee to organise
this conference in order to plan

a campaign
st the new laws.”

TGWU 5/293 Branch,

attempted to raise a point of

order on the issue of speaking
rights at the conference.

Lost vote

He was obstructed by the
chair, and refused access to the
. microphone. Amid widespread

protests, Halpin put to the vote
a proposal “that we take the
rzrext speaker’’~only to lose by
Desprte this defeat for the
chair, Thornett was still not

allowed access to the - micro-

phone, but was allowed to

- raise the question of whether

the chair intended to allow
time for any  speaker—such as
himself -who was critical of
the resolution. He pointed out
that every speaker 3o far had
fully backed the resolution.
Halpin declared he had no
intention of _hearing such
speakers, and ruled against the
point of order, ing at once
on AUEW Assistant General

: ‘Secret Ken Brett to deliver
“We further call upon thea v 2 |

B adear 25 t h.
" LCDTU and the Rank and File 2 Cloary 25-minute speec

As Brett came to a halt,

"leadmg SWP spokesman John

Deason raised a pomt of order.
In contrast to Thornett he was
inmediately given the micro-

average award gnven by Clegg to
the nurses, many teachers no
doubt now wish that they had
never become entangied in the

comparability study, but had

pursued their claim with more
vigour when they had the
opportunity last April.

Only an award of 30% at
least could bring teachers back
to the standards théy were at
after the Houghton settlement
in 1974, = -

But Keir Bloomer the EIS
chief negotiator, has already let

- slip the figure of 15%.

To mobilise the frustration
of the membership, 18 represen-

tatives from schools in Glasgow

met the week before last and
launched a campaign for a
Special General
Glasgow Local Assaciation.
The motions on the petition
for the SGM call for an immed-
iate interim increase of £20 per
week plus a campaign, including
if necessary, industrial action
for a‘wage claim in April 1980

such as will compensate for the

rise in inflation since April
1979, -

- {Many members are increas-

ingly ooncerned that, as the
Clegg Report is now due in
April, it will prejudice their
annual salary negotiations).

- The representatives see this
SGM as a launching pad for a
one-day stoppage as soon as

- possible Iin protest against. the

contemptuous fashion in which

' teachers have been treated. -
They also regard it as the

beginning of the campaign to
secure an award of at least 20%
in this year’s negotiations.

Only by purposeful action
now will teachers demonstrate

~ to the authorities that they will

not be pushed around on the
questions of wages_ and jobs,

. - .
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of protest and

PHOTO: John Sturro

- phone.
' But Deason was . not

. political

Meeting of

Employment Bln 'g
 becomes law as is practicable, ~ ‘

An old style LCDTU conference '—I 978

interested in pressing for

demanded only that the part of

._ the Rank and File resolution

calling for a joint Rank and File-

LCDTU conference be put to

the vote

Ma_]orlty

Even thls was too much for

Halpin, who ruled -him out of

order, and stated again that only

the platform resolution would
be voted on. -

When Deason called for this
ruling to be put to a vote he was
-strongly  backed by a clear
majority of the conference.

But Halpin was adamant. As
scuffles broke out, he decided
that the conference had got out
of hand, moved to a hasty vote
on. the platform’s resolution,

- and promptly closed the confer-

ence at 3.00 p.m.—just one hour-

- after the lunch break! - |
| The break-up of the confer-
ence was plainly the responsib-

tlity of the Stalinists’ insistence

on bureaucratic suppression of .
any political opposition, under

conditions where the CP’s
influence in the unions has
declined to such an extent that

‘they can no longer as on count- .
- less occasions in the past guaran-
- tee themselves a majority in a

conference of the LCDTU —their

main front organisation.
- But the role of the SWP—
refusing to polmcally challenge

Leyland management,
who have been quoting
ballots at their workforce,
say they will not accept the
result of the ballot on their
5%-with-strings offer. |
~ Despite this. the union
leadership have played further

into their hands than we
reported last week. -

- They have agreed that there -
will be no statement from either
side in the envelope that the
ballot paper goes out in. |

But the company is posting
out the papers, and it is under-
stood that they will put a state-

ment of theirs in a separate
envelope on the same day!

- The ballot pape

timed to arrive at peoples
homes on a Saturday. In this
way it gets the ballot as far
away from work as possible.

Vote ‘yes’

Snmlarly the wordmg of the |

question is such that in order to
oppose the company’s offer you

' have to vote ‘Yes’.

Despite all. this confusion

sown by the union leadershlp,‘

the hkely result is still a rejec-

tion of the company’s offer. -

In order to make sure of
this. and to prepare the next
step the best move would be

- to hold mass meetings on the

discussion. He

' cracy. -
- A full political debate on the
‘way forward iS necessary. A
recall of the abortive LCDTU

'YES' WE
REJECT 5%.

| rs will be
posted on Friday 1 February—

the Stalmlsts and intervening

simply on the apolitical basis of .
‘“‘anity”—indicates that they are
set to step politically and organ-

-isationally into the gap left by

the decline of the CP in the

unions.

for the conference indicated it
is now the SWP as much as the
CP that is primarily peddling the
line of militant protest politics,
in  which  the _
workers to fight is channelled
away from the necessary
political struggle against the
trade union and Labour bureau-

conference, this time on a
democratic and open basis,
could create condrtlons for such
a debate.

An organising oommrttee

- should be set up from- among
Ol'gamsatlons L

the polrtlcal
represented at. Saturday S con- .

ference, together with the inde- -
forces that oppose

pendent

Stalinist methods.
That = committee

organis¢ a recall conference that

~would not be controlled by any
~one movement but would give
- the opportunity to each move- -
the independent
forces to present what they.
~ see as the way forward for the

ment and

working class mn the present
crisis. The WSL would fully and
actively participate in such a
conference.

Friday. ! |
Workers still do not know

what the LCINC proposes to
do if the offer is rejected.

‘These leaders must stop
avoiding uniting with the

steel strikers. Leyland workers

should join steelworkers on all-
out strike.

PUBLIC
MEETINGS

WORKERS SOCIALIST
LEAGUE
Public meeting
OXFORD
Vlctory to the Steel-
Workers! -
Brmg down the Tories!

Speakers include Tee-
side steel worker

Thursday 7 February
OCCR, Princes St
off Cowley Road

-~ 800pm.

As the forces they mobilised

readiness - of

- see that the winning

. should
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 steel

pickets |

‘spread
out —

‘The steel strike in

Scotland is now a month
old and so far over 1,000

ISTC workers out of the

4,500 workforce at Ravens-
" craig have volunteered  for

picketing duties.

- The . picketing has been
extended to manufacturing
industry in the Motherwell and
Glasgow area, much of which
has virtually no steel stocks, and
the picketed plants have trailer-

loads of finished materlal lymg |

blacked in the plant.

Flying pickets have been_
- ranging as far as Edmburgh |
"Dundee and Aberdeen in an
‘attempt to prevent. steel moving

and stop the oil rigs from oper-
atmg
However, _
that the NCCC representing
engineers, boilermakers, etc.,

has taken over the picketing of
Ravenscraig, the . strike commit-’

tee. continues to refuse help in

picketing from other groups of

workers. -
For instance, ISTC pickets

- outside GKN in South Street,
Glasgow,

refused to
workers

Yet these workers correctly

strike is vital to their interests,

claim, but the Scottish ship-

- building, mining and truck man-
facturing industries (all nation-

alised) will be totally decimated.
The strike committee must

combine with delegates from

other sections of workers such -

as water workers, dockers and
shipyard workers to build

councils of action to coordin-
ate the building -of a general

strike to bring down the Tories.

The strike committee has'
‘also made a number of deals

with steel stockholders whereby

{ - the stockholder shuts down for

a month, freeing pickets for
duties elsewhere and leaving two

] ISTC members to make sure the
- stockholder sticks to the agree- .

ment.

at the gates*dunng the day and

rumour has it that the steel in

fact goes out as normatl at night!
One case in point- was the
first of these agreements, made

by steel stockholders Wishaw,

with Tom Brennan, chalrman
of the
Ravenscraig on Wednesday 9

January without any consulta-

tion with the strike committee.
This agreement allowed the

stockholder to remain open for

two days without pickets.

That night 38 lorries laden “
‘with steel left the stockholder

at less than six hours notice!.

SOCIALIST PRESS
PUBLIC MEETING
The Fight for Trotsky-
ism in the Labour Party
Speaker: Ted Heslin
- Socialist Press supporter

Friends Meeting House

Euston Road, London

NW1

Wednesday 6 February
. 7.30 p.m.

- MOTHERWELL
Victory to the Steel
Workers!

Bring down the Tories!

Wednesday 6 February
8.00p |
YMCA Brandon Street
' Motherwell. "

Scottish |
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despite - the fact

allow
s from Albion and
- Yarrow shipyards to join them.

of the steel ~
If the strike is lost not only”

- will shipbuilding have virtually .
no chance of winning their 25%

However, these men are onlyz '

. ' - . -
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outside force to gain control of

Alarmed by the blows

struck at US and world

rmperralrsm by the revolu-

tionary struggles that in
1979 toppled the Shah in -
JIran. and Somoza in Nicar-

agua, Carter and Thatcher

- are ‘exploiting the Afghan
- invasion as a cover for a
- major anti-Soviet build-u

"Arms deals already surrep-
titiously underway long before
the Soviet invasion have been

. brought to the surface and
pressed home amid demagogxc
attacks on Russian * aggressaou .

$33 billion

In particular Carter is

proceedmg full speed . ahead

with the mammoth $33 billion

MX missile system, which will
desecrate thousands of square

2

greesonsrwwosy Vo
o N -4
A P S :
- .
e '

miles of US desert and farm-‘ -

land.
- And the long-projected
. installation of Cruise and

.-Pershmg 2 missiles into NATO
bases in Europe will also go
~ ahead as planned.

- In Britain, the Thatcher

government “has ‘revealed its
advanced plans for refurbishing
~ existing British nuclear weapons
and a £5,000 million scheme for
‘a new fleet of submarmes and

missiles.

Meanurlule the - SALT 2

treaty, stalled by warmongers in
ess last autumn,

the US Congr
has been shelved indefinitely.

Carter’s

introduction of conscription,

and moves to
flagging prestige of the CIA.

“Outside forces™

And he made it clear that
the US ‘military build-up is not
simply in opposition to ‘the

supposed Soviet “threat™ to

Iran: |
“Let our position be absol-

utely clear: an attempt by any

‘State of the Union’.
" message last week also included
- steps to register American youth
preparatory for a possible re-

‘bolster the

- the Persran Gulf regron will be

regarded as an assault on the

~ vital -interests of the United

States. It will be repelled by

the use of any means necessary,
mcludmg military force™. .-
"~ This is a naked threat of

US military intervention against
any revolutionary movement by
the masses or oppressed nation-
alities in the Middle East. -

Intervention

This is a naked threat of

US military intervention against
any revolutionary movement by

the masses or oppressed nation-

alities in the Middle East.
Such an intervention would

~of course have nothing to do \

with preserving ‘‘world peac
but everythmg to  do wrth

preserving US imperialist exploi- |

tation of the masses throughout
the colonial and semi-colonial
countries.

The talk of a possrble Soviet

‘invasion of Iran is, of course a
deliberate deceptron by the

imperialists.
They know all too we]l that
the Kremlin - bureaucracy has

consistently acted not for any 3
motives of world domination,

Wrth the end of the month upon us, the monthly fund is
trailing very badly at £522.15, over £200 short of our

office.

1 monthly target. Last week saw only £60.60 arrive at the .

We really cannot allow thrs situation to contmue Every
penny of our fund target is needed every month in order to

| meet the rapidly rising costs
| Socialist Press. It is essentia

incurred in the production of }
1, therefore, that the fund is

raised in full if we are to avoid building up debts that can

| only cause us major problems in the future.

Rush a donation immediately to:
Socialist Press Monthly Fund
31 Dartmouth Park Hill, London NWS5 IHR

Published by Folrose Ltd for the Workers Soci
Reﬂstered as a newspaper at the Post Office. Sign

alist League 31 Dartmouth Park Hill,
ed articles do not necessarily represent the views

R Carter
and privileges
preservation of a balance of
forces—“peaceful eoexrstence

- with imperialism. |
It . was precisely because
im erlahst acked right wing

.. forces in Afghanistan threatened

to disrupt the balance of forces

-on the borders of the USSR that

the invasion was launched, in a
misguided defensive move.
The Workers Socialist

League has condemned: this
-invasion a

high-handed

bureaucratrc measure  that

Amid a renewed burst of
reactionary propaganda in

‘last week’s Sun, the Third
of Corrie’s anti-

Reading

abortion bill is due before

Parliament on February 8.
‘Opposed by every remotely

- progressive organisation in the
health service and medical pro-
fession, and

containing
prOposals that would make two-

~ thirds of current abortions
illegal and_ subject to prosecu-
tion, the Corrie Bill is an arch-
-Tory attempt to set back the
-struggle for women’s rlghts.

Asony

Aided by reactionary Labour

‘MPs anxious to play a role in
restoring the agony, the suffer-

ing and the mednaeval morality
campaigned for by the Catholic
Church, the Bill seems set to
become law in the near future.

- In a bid to swmlg) last minute
votes a ‘national lobby of Parlr-

th‘rough the

threatens to -drive the Muslim

masses of the Middle East

‘further into the arms of reaction

and which provides the imperial-
ists with a new pretext for antr-
Soviet agitation.

Expropnatron

But recognising that in the |
present situation the withdrawal =
of Soviet troops would create
condrtrons for a pro-imperialist
takeover in Afghanistan, we call
now not for the withdrawal of -

troops, but for policies through
which the Afghan masses can,

. alongside rank and file Red
- Army .men, press. through the
struggle for the expropriation

of land and private property and

: " the establishment of an' inde-

pendent Soviet Afghanistan.

- From the same standpoint -
we condemn the new Cold War:
Soviet

offensive agdinst the
Union, and all those reaction-

aries wrthm the labour bureau-

cracy that have s1ded thh the
imperialists.

A precondition of the work-
ing class making new gains is to
defend those already won.

‘For this reason socialists mus

" must unconditionally defend
‘the nationalised property rela- -

tions of the USSR against all
forms of imperialist attack,

while fighting for the politiCal .

overthrow of the reactionary

Stalinist bureaucracies in the -

deformed and
workers’ states

degenerated

Gorrle All out

ment has been called by the
National Abortion Campaign on
Tuesday February S5, and

backed by the SE Region TUC.
NAC is correctly calling for
section of -
workers to take strike action on
- that day to register opposition
- to the Corrie Bill,

every  possible

But at the same time trade
unions—particularly those in the

‘health service and MPU/ASTMS

—~must commit themselves now
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others had swelled numbers
Bto 2.,000. )

"Some 1500 demon-
strators left Sparkhill Park,
Birmingham, on the second
of Provisional Sinn Fein’s
series of demonstrations in
British cities. At the Bull
Ring local residents and

\ In preparation for future
bans, Birmingham - police
announced that they had
considered banning the march
and large numbers of pohce
were turned out. | ~
. A by-product ‘was the
prevention of physical conflict.
with 100-200 backward youth
and fascists in the town centre
(who later went off to ransack
a CP bookshop -and broke up a
Women’s Liberation meetmg m:
the CP’s Star Club). ~

‘To -advance the struggle the
crucial question remains: will
the issue of Ireland be turned
remorselessly - back to the
labour. movement, to base the
struggle against the British army
on the strength of the working
class? .
Yet apart from repubhcan.
UTOM and left organisations
there were pitifully few labour
movement banners in Birming-
ham on Sunday (Selly Oak Con-
stituency = Labour Party being
one of the exceptions). |

Notably there was not a
single delegation from the
CP-led BL Longbrldge trade
union bodies.

Only a principled struggle
for-a policy of troops out of
Ireland within the labour move-
ment can place the issue in the
forefront, as it deserves.
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to take strike action to defend
any member or doctor prose-

cuted for defying the Corrie

legislation and oontmumg to

-provrde abortions.
And those Labour MPs who

insist on defying Party pohcy of
“¢free abortion on request’” must

be removed by their constituen-

cies and sponsormg trade

" leadershrp
Sakharov -only reluctantly and
‘under considerable pressure.So

y!
" The Kremlin bureaucracy
has exiled Andrei Sakharov,
the most prominent of the

Soviet dissidents, and his

wife Yelena, to the city of
250 rmles east of__

Gorki,
Mosoow S
Sakharov a Nobel PI'IZB- :

winning physicist is not a ‘left’ =
oppositionist. But we have no
- doubts about condemning this

action by the Stalinist bureau- .
cracy, and demanding the
restoration of hls nght to live in
Mosoow o o
It is clear that the Somet_.
moved against -

wary were the bureaucracy that

they held back from their more
usual repressive methods—exile

to Siberia, oonfmemem to a

mental asylum ora sw:ft show o

trial and prison sentence.

B  In view of the fact that he ss._ AT

accused . of “being used as @ v
channel by the special services
" of imperialist powers to spy out"

important state secrets of the

Soviet Union”, the actton taken |

against him is relatwelv minor—

‘though he may be put on trial at

a iater date

Internal problems

But the action of the bureau-

cracy is far from ‘‘incompre-

hensible”’, as said by the French
Commumst Party. Rather
Sakharov is the victim of the
internal problems faced by the .

‘bureaucracy in a situation of

internal economic crisis, crisis in
the tapitalist system, and now a
Cold War offensive by US and

other imperialist powers.

As national consciousness
devel_ops among oppressed
minorities in lran, Kurdistan

' and elsewhere, the Sovnet leader-
. ship also fears a challenge 1o its
- chauvinist

.and bureaucratic
treatment of the many national
minorities within the borders of

the USSR itself,

Sakharov is known as a
defender of the nationa! rights

" of the Crimean Tartars—and the

bureaucracy . clearly feel he
could beoome ‘a focus for
oppesition - on a far broader
scale thran the present d:ssndent

| movement

His most recent moves how-

" ever have played into the hands

of imperialism and of ‘the
bureaucracy. In signing a state-
ment opposing the invasion of
Afghanistan and pointing - out

‘that the Soviet people are

denied the right to express their
opinion on the war, Sakharov

~also put his name to supportmg

the Carter call for a bovoott of

- the Olymics.

By not starting from a

- Trotskyist perspective of build-

ing a revolutionary party for the
political overthrow of the
bureaucracy and defence of the

‘nationalised property relations.

in the USSR, Sakharov has thus .

‘been pushed bv the bureaucracy
into lending support to a pro-

imperialist campaign.
But he is no spy. In defend-

‘ mg,hls_ rights against repression

we fight to create conditions in
which the Soviet working class
can organise and mobilise to
remove ' the parasltlc Kremlm'
bureaucracy. =




