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JONATHAN AITKEN, at the Michael Portillo (Employment Clarke to offer new tax cuts in the
centre of the latest sleaze Secretary), a key player in moves hopes of buying another Tory
: : T : to destroy the welfare state. election victory.
allegations, is a millionaire. They divide the responsibilities This is government by
re tives a life of fuxury, between them. Aitken, with millionaires, for millionaires - at

including stays atthe Chancellor Kenneth Clarke, holds  the expense of tens of millions of

£1,000-a-night Ritz Hotel in Paris,  gqn spending on social security, ~ working people. It's worse than

for wplch‘ he assures us he paid health and education; Lilley cuts sleazy. It’s capitalism.

the bill himself. _ back on pensions, sick pay and To fight capitalism, we need an
He Is a member of John Major's  penefits for claimants; and alternative.

cabinet, where he sits with other  pgijjiq devises ways to throw the That's why Socialist Outlook

millionaires, who also live lives of 2 g million unemployed off the supporters are campaigning in

luxury. : : register and press-gang them into  defence of the welfare state, and

But Mr Aitken is also Chief low-paid and part-time jobs. fighting in the Labour Party and in
Secretary lo the Treasury, and They all have a common the unions against Tony Blair’s
with co-thinkers Peter Lilley nurpose: to cut welfare state retreat from Clause Four.

(Social Security Secretary) and provision far enough to enable Join us.
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‘SOCIAL
JUSTICE’

Labour’s new

poverty plan -
page 4.
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Tories put boot into jobless millions -

-

1.

-

by Harry Sloan

THE NEW Tory plans to
scrap unemployment benefit
and income support, and
bring in a ‘Jobseekers Al-
owance’ are a body blow to
millions of today’s and to-
morrow’s unemployed

The present 12-month enti-
tlement to unemployment bene-
fit is to be slashed to six months,
while pressure will be stepped
up to press-gang the unem-
ployed into low-paid jobs.

The government itself pre-

dicts that as a result of the new

policies 90,000 will lose all
benefits and entitlements in the
first year, while another
150,000 will find their benefits
cut back and subject to new
means-testing.

Young workers

Hardest hit will be young
workers aged 18-24, who are
made redundant. They will no
longer be entitled to unemploy-
ment benefit, no matter how
long they have been working
and paying National Insurance
contributions. Instead they will
receive only a much lower,
means-tested benefit.

Women made redundant who
have working partners will lose
six months of non means-tested
benefit.

The automatic entitlement to
£28 per week unemployment
benefit for adult dependents is
also to be scrapped, forcing
workers made redundant to sub-
mit immediately to means test-
ing.

But benefit cuts are only a
part of the brutal Tory package,
which is designed to make life
misery for'those on the dole.

The reduced amounts paid
out under the Jobseeckers Allow-
ance will be conditional on the
claimant signing a ‘contract’
with their dole office, which
tightens even further the re-

virement on them to be ‘ac-
tively seeking work’.

This new policy runs along-

side Employment Secretary

Portillo’s decision to ‘crack

down’ on the unemployed by
doubling to 135,000 the target
for claimants to have their bene-

fits stopped for allegedly not

seeking work.

Dole staff will be given dra-
conian new powers to vet the
dress, appearance and behav-
iour of claimants.

Low pay

Social Security Secretary Pe-
ter Lilley made it quite clear that
the objective is to force more
unwilling claimants into low-
paid and part-time work:

“The new rules will make it
crystal clear. Those who. pay
taxes and National Insurance
should not have to subsidise
people who make no attempt to
get a job.”

Lilley and his Thatcherite
soul-mate Portillo have both
identified themselves with calls
for a US-style ‘workfare’ sys-
tem in which the jobless are
forced to do menial work for
their benefits. |

The Jobseekers Allowance

‘contract’ could form the plat-
form for introduction of a work-
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Grim prospects for tomorrow’s young workers as full time jobs disappear
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nder Portillo even Jobcentre and dole staff face the axe

fare system.

In the meantime Lilley is pro-
moting the concept of a ‘Backto
Work Bonus’ scheme under
which the unemployed would
work part time for little or no
actual wages, but build up
‘credits’ to be cashed in when
eventually they find a job.

Lilley claims that up to
£1,000 could be stored up 1n a
lump sum bonus, though how
long it would take.a part-timer
on poverty pay to earn this much
1s not revealed.

Bribe

Perhaps the claimant could
then invest the cash in bribing a
Tory MP to ask a question 1n
parliament.

With so few full-time jobs

-~

available, it is unlikely that
many claimants would volun-
tarily enter a scheme that offers
absolutely nothing today, and
only the specious promise of a
big pay-out some time in the
indefinite future.

Dumped

Stranded in the midst of this
onslaught are 500,000 unem-
ployed who are aged over 50,
with little or no hope of finding

work, and countless individuals
dumped through redundancies

onto the scrap heap.

The recent launch of the Wel-
fare State Network as a cam-
paign to link all those fighting
the Tory offensive against
health and welfare rights offers
an opportunity to reach out to

HEAIEE
another
nasty idea

The Back to Work Bonus
is the latest of a series
of schemes thought up to
harass the unemployed.

Since 1989, when the
Tories tightened up the
‘actively seeking work’
rules, they have intro-
duced:

B Compuisory Johplan
workshops after one year
I ED

B Compulsory Restart
after two years unem-
ployed.

M A range of pilot
workfare schemes

‘Training for Work’,

designed to compel job-
less youth into miser-
ahle and fraudulent
‘training’ schemes on
ain of losing benefits.

those hit hardest by the Jobseek-
ers Allowance. |

Civil service unions, whose
members have been called upon
to act.as Lilley’s stormtroopers,
and who themselves now face
the loss of another 3,000 jobs
from Job Centres and dole of-
fices, must take the lead in or-
ganising resistance, backed by
other unions and the wider la-
bour movement.

A fightback could reach out
to organise and mobilise sup-
port from the unemployed.

o far the Tories have felt
able to attack the unemployed
with impunity. It’s time to turn
the tide. | |

for health & welfare
Get the bulletin
of the Welfare
State Network!

Affiliation is just £25 for
unions and Labour Par-
ties, £10 for pensioners
and unemployed groups.
Individiual sub’s are £5
waged, £3 unwaged.

Send your cheque to Wel-
fare State Network, c/o
Southwark Trade Union
Support unit, 42 Braganza
Street, London SE 17.



IN T[-IEORY nobody should be that
shocked or surprised by the latest

revelations of Tory sleaze.

The party of big business wouid, after -

all, be expected to refiect the values of big
business — the grasping corruption, the

ruthless profit-seeking and the secretive
decision-making networks that are an in- |

~ tegral part of the ‘free market’ system.
Business chiefs who funnel money into
the Tory Party will obviously expect a
few favours inreturn.

As long as this is the case, then it 1s
inevitable that every so often evidence of
this nether-world will rise to the surface,
like methane bubbling from a swamp.

But the disasters that have rocked John
Major’s cabinet in the past two weeks
may have inflicted more fundamental
damage on the credibility of the Tories.
~~ As we go to press, two junior nunisters

have resigned; a vice chair of the Tory
Party has resigned from a lobbying com-
pany and is under pressure to step down
from her party post; a heavy cloud of
unanswered questions and improper con-

duct hangs over the head of the Chief
Secretary tothe Treasury; and Home Sec- |

retary Michael Howard has been quizzed
over his links with Han'ods owner Mo-
hamed Al-Fayed. |

'Perhaps in these post-Dallas days itis .

the tendency for politics to grow closer to

- soap-opera which grabs the public’s an-
ger and raises indignation. The Tories

appear almost like Hollywood stereo-
types. -

Ordinary people have been given a
horrifying glimpse into the jet-set life-

style of MPs quietly pocketing lavish

consultancy fees, with millionaire minis-
- ters routinely scoffing £200 dinners and
allegedly ‘forgetting’ how they paid bills
for£1l OOO-a-mght hotel rooms (breakfast
extm') -

Equally reminiscent of soap-opera 1S
the outbreak of bitter feuds within the

Symptoms
sleazy syst
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Tory establishment.
The latest round of revelatlons broke

only because Mohamed Al-Fayed, a frus-

Tea at the Rllz? Ma;ar shares a cuppa with sleaze row mimster Nell Hammon

trated Tory, resented the fact that his
£250,000 donation to John Major’s elec-

ticn funds and his generous hand-outs of

hospitality to what he thought were key

results he had paid for.

- players among MPs failed to produce the

enabling him to do so has been the extent

to which sections of the Tory press have

now turned against Major, and have will- -

ingly taken up this fresh evidence of his

incorfipetence and the rottenness of his

| govemment.

Hush site
This was why the heat was brought to

‘bear on Tory vice-chair Angela Rumbold

for her key role in a lobbying firm which
helped persuade Transport Secretary
Brian Mawhinney to site a new Channel
Tunnel rail-link station on an obscure

‘area of Kent marshland rather than the

favouared site in East L.ondon. |
Each time a minister bites the dust it
Creates new polmcal after-shocks for Ma-
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age.

~tions: out of perspective.
While Al-Fayed has vowed to wreak.- .
his revenge, the most significant factor

jor: Jonathan Aitken is a Thatcherite right
winger, as are Neil Hamilton and Rum-
bold. The in-fighting within the party and
challenges to Major’s authority further
weaken his ablhty to control Dress Cover-

Despite the political repercussions, we
should not get the latest ‘sleaze’ allega-

In relative terms the consultancy fees,

‘hotel bills, bribes and sweeteners that

have preoccupied the press since the

“cash for questions TOW ﬁrst erupted are
‘peanuts. i

The Ebosfleet statlon project will
bnng not just.a few grand, but tens of
millions for developers Blue Circle. And

“for fifteen years British business as a

whole has cashed in handsomely on its

~ investment in the Tory Party, with most

of the rewards openly carried out through
the front door rather than the back.

Top-paid bosses have shared out tax
cuts of £20 billion; Lloyds ‘names’ have

- been generously bailed ou to the tune of

billions; companies have exploited the
barrage of draconian anti-union laws;

others are celebrating the deregulation of

~ the labour market and the scrapping of

_ ak Ia e ‘
flght |nt0 unions

wages councils, allowing them to force
pay levels even lower; and City specula-
tors have creamed off billions in profits
from privatisation.

Tories are going through a rough
patch: but they have remained dedicated
to the class they represent. For all John
Major’s rhetoric about ‘one nation’ and a
‘classless society’, they know they are in
office to line the pockets of the rich.

" Breaking jinks
But what of Labour? While Major

keeps faith with his class, Labour’s lead-

ership is in the midst of a turn away from
any serious link to Party’s historic base

in the organised working class. |
- While class war Tories shamelessly
feather their nests and plan more vicious

attacks on the unemployed and the entire
welfare state, Labour fosters illusions

‘that ‘consensus’ and ‘social justice’ can

be obtained under capitalism.
TUC and union leaders follow suit,
abandoning any effort to co-ordinate re-

sistance, and instead tamely inviting -

Tory ministers to their conferences.
Labour’s policy pronouncements now

not only accept the free market of capi-

talism, but set out to prolong it. Tony
Blair wants to scrap Clause: Four, which
is the last vestige of a commitment to

work through parllament for a different "

type of society.
Working class people are outraged and

angry not just at the latest symptoms of

Tory sleaze, but at the way they are

abused, cxploxted and repmsed by asys-
tem of crisis that benefits a.wealthy_few
Smug, grinning sound-bites from Tony

Blair echo none of their anger and frus-

tration,
That’s why the ﬁght to defend Clause

Four, and for a bold programme of social-
ist policies to go to the root of a sleazy,

~ brutal system, must be waged throughout

the labour movement.

Defend Clause
Four, Defend
Socialism

Campaign launch rally

Saturday November 12, Ipm
St Aloysius Hall, Phoenix Rd., NW1

near Euston Station (Evershoit st. exit)
Affiliations: minimum £10; send 1o NUM, 2
- Huddersfield Rd., Bamnsley, Yorks.

TONY Blair’s attack on
Clause Four must be tought

by all trade unionists.

Behind the leadership’s me-
dia-friendly sound hites lies
an attempt to get the rank and
file of the 1abour movement to
accept capitalism as perma-
nent and unalterable.

Clause Four stands in the
way of Blair’s desire to con-
vince the bosses that “capital-
ism is safe in our hands”.

He sees it as an impedi-
ment to getting his friends in
high places to understand that
Labour is a pro-capitalist party.

The Labour leadership is try-

| mg to build a broad front

v‘éxﬂx«'wwﬁqéi‘ é‘és&‘"

against socialism — mvolvmg
everyone who has a stake i in
the present system.

In this context Clause Four
is an important symbol, and

~ the fight to defend it is key

test of sirength for the left in
the labour movement.

Greed

At stake is the commitment
to fight for a compietely differ-
ent type of society — not run
by the greed of bosses, but
hased on an equitable
shareout of the fruits of indus-
try.

That’s why Tony’s friends in
the City despise it so.

And it is why trades unionist
must take a stand. Getting rid
of the Clause is an attempt o

v v k E D é-#mﬂ‘&#&'ﬂ%’ﬁ

demobilise opposition to capl-
talism and to the bosses oﬂen-
sive.

Blair’s new conshtutlon
aims to hreak Labour from its

-working class base. This
~would be a hackward step for
~ all workers.

The removal et lhe Clause

- would be a victory for the rich
“and for all the “new realists”
- who have given up the fight

against the Tories.

Pressure must be put on
every trade union leadership,
especially on those with a big
membership in the pubiic sec-
tor, to oppose the change in
constitution and to back the
campaignh in defence of Clause
Four.
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HOME NEWS

Moving
backwards
from
Beveridge

By Aidan Day

JOHN SMITH'’s brainchild,
Labour’s much-vaunted ad-
visory body, the Commis-
sion on Social Justice, caves
in to the Tories on every is-
sue that counts.

Its recommendations mean
more means-testing, less bene-

fits for workers and the unem-

ployed cuts in pensions and
cuts in student grants.

‘While Tory ministers are liv-
ing it up in Paris hotels and
bosses are getting million pound
pay offs, the Labour Party’s ad-
visors are lecturing us on “re-
sponsible” wage rises and the
need to decrease welfare expen-
diture.

This is a report that concedes

ank Fteld opens gate as
Labour stampedes to market

would “think the unthinkable”.
The problem is that the Tories
have been thinking the content
of this report for two decades.
No wonder the bosses’ Institute
of Directors has welcomed it.
Far from being a “New

all the ground we fought®™ Beveridge” this is a tame justi-

Thatcher for in the eighties.

Affordable

Most importantly it ties lev-
els of welfare to what the bosses
deem “affordable”. When this is
combined with more means
testing it has an unavoidable re-
sult — the burden of the capital-
1st crisis is for the working class
to carry.

It makes no challenge to the
basic inequalities of class soci-
ety and accepts that the market
is the ultimate arbiter of what is

- affordable. This makes cuts in-

evitable. |
Someone is going to have to
pay for the crisis — and its go-
ing to be us.
When John Smith launched
this commission he said it

fication for all the shifts in wel-
fare that the Tories have sought
to implement.

This is particularly true when

‘it comes to tax on benefit. It is

proposed now only for the “bet-
ter off”’. But by advocating it the
authors make possible a mas-
sive extension at a later date.

Costs

This must be what they have
in mind for, as the Child Poverty
Action Group point out, the pre-
sent administration costs make
it barely worthwhile.

The Tory attacks have
proved beyond doubt that “tar-
geting” means cuts.

The Tories have struggled
long and hard to stop people

Bam Gomunity Conference
A WORKING CONFERENCE FOR PUBLIC
SECTOR SERVICE PROVIDERS AND USERS

UNITE & ACT

IN DEFENCE OF PUBLIC

SECTOR JOBS & SERVICES!

Sat 19 November 10.30 - 4.30 Union Club,
723 Pershore Road, Selly Park Birmingham.

Entry £5/£1/50p. Details (0121) 451 2559.

.........

No justice in Commission’s feeble plan for Labour

thinking of benefit asa
right. This is what is
behind the vocabulary
of targeting. The report
accepts the vocabu-
lary, accepts the strat-
egy, and accepts the
result.

This1s why the com-
mission is a step back-

wards from Beveridge. Fartunately nurses ha ve been more wmmg than Labour to defend NHS

It surrenders the most
significant things he fought for,

not least of all a collective re-

sponsibility to the elderly.

Pensions

It backs breaking the link be-
tween pensions and earnings.
Workers are to be asked to pay
higher contributions to pay for
an increase. It says nothing
about ending VAT on fuel and
even proposes to extend the re-
tirement age of women to 65.

The private sector will be-
come more involved, and the
basic pension will be steadily
devalued in favour of means
testing. In other words, we’ve
got to look after ourselves.

So much for social responsi-
bility.

Instead of appealing to deep
feelings of concern and gener-
osity to the old the commission
advocates individual insurance
to pay for care. As Jack Jones
the campaigner for penstoners
said “millions of pensioners
were looking to the report.
There will be disappointment.”

Pipe Dreams

Although there are a great
number of fine phrases about

By Bob Whitehead

Unite to defend the public

sector!

That’s the message of the
Birmingham Community Con-
ference on 19 November,
which has attracted wide-
spread sponsorship from
trade unions, Labour Parties
and health and community
groups.

It will consider a statement
demanding an increase in
public spending and set up a
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the “aim” of full employment,
“redistributing joblessness” and
making nursery provision a
“high priority” this 1s all to be
permitted only in the context of
creating and developing a “dy-
namic market economy”’.

As the market shows less and
less ability to provide for even
the most basic of needs there is
iittle chance of any of these
wishes coming true. Without an
economic alternative they be-
come mere pipe dreams.

If you look at the authors this
iS NO surprise.

It’s the product of bosses Sir

‘Gordon Borrie and Christopher

Haskins, SDP splitter Bernard
Williams and the Liberal Demo-
crat Steven Webb. Why should
the Labour Party get these peo-
ple to make its policy?

Intimidation

There 1s no mention of bring-
ing back into public ownership
the privatised industries, repeal-
ing anti-union laws or cutting
military expenditure.

There are no proposals for
job creation.

Instead the report supports
wage cuts to pay for the crists:

local campaigning body to
call for a public demonstra-
tion.

The Tories are set on sav-
aging the welfare state in the
Autumn budget no matter how
low their popuiarity sinks.

Benefits, jobs and services
are all in the firing line.

They can only get away
with it because of the lack of
resistance from the labour
movement.

It is vital to coordinate the
various campaigns and unite
them with the iabour move-

“unemployment and inflation
can be kept down only if the
average increase in earnings is
no higher than the average in-
crease in productivity”: in other
words, work harder for less
money.

While doing no more than
“considering” a wealth tax it ex-
plicitly advocates making social
security harder to claim. This 1s
Portillo-style intimidation —
frighten claimants off to save
money.

It airs the figure of £3.50 for
a minimum wage — signifi-
cantly less than Labour’s pre-
sent £4.10. But simultaneously
it wamns “clearly a minimum
wage which is set too high will
produce job losses”: another
concession to the Tories.

As well as laying the basis for
further inroads into welfare pro-
vision it backs a graduate tax

and the ending of grants in fa-
vour of loans.

When average student over-
drafts are hitting arecord £2,500
Borrie declares that “the burden
of expansion in higher educa-
tion will have to be borne by...
full time university students liv-
ing away from home”.

Birmingham defends
public services

ment on a local basis — o
unite the providers and users
of services in dynamic cam-
paigns of rallies, demonstra-
tions and industrial action.

This is what we’re trying to
do in Birmingham.

if we can turn the declara-
tions of support achieved s¢
far into active support then
we’ll have gone a long way o
building a part of a national
campaign to put anend to
these incessant attacks, and
maybe the government as
well.
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Right to Strike

By Greg Tucker,
SMTUC Secretary

THE FIRST year of the Tory
government saw the highest
number of strikes for 50

years. This year had the least.

Vicious anti-union legisla-
tion has made it almost impos-
sible to hold a legal stnnke —
while “new realism” has made
the union leaders unwilling to
even try.

The Fight for the Right to
Strike Conference on 26 No-
vember wants to turn this situ-
ation around. Despite all the
restrictions it is still possible to
fight to defend the interests of
working people. At least five
groups of workers have con-
fronted anti-union laws in the
past year. |

B College lecturers —

walked out in spite of a legal

judgement forcing NATFHE to
give a completely accurate (and
therefore impossible) list of all
balloted members before going
on strike. |

M Postal workers -— massive
walkouts in Liverpool, Milton
Keynes and all over London and

the south-east in a battle against -

casualisation and excessive
part-time overtime.

M Firefighters — new con-
tracts withdrawn 1in Merseyside
after spontaneous “emergency
only” industrial action and a
mass demonstggtion of 10,000
FBU members.

M Local government workers
— Sefton UNISON action
against privatisation leads to a
withdrawal of council plans de-
spite two branch officers being
taken to court.

B Signalworkers strike —
despite legal restrictions ham-

pering the broadening of the dis-

Fight for the
Right to Strike

CONFERENCE

Saturday 26 November

10am - 5 pm The Union Club

/23 Pershore Rd Birmingham

SPEAKERS:

KEN CAMERON c.. scrsu
DOREEN CAMERON ¢... navruc
BOB CROWE A.. . scc ruT

Jointly organised by the Socialist Movement Trade Un-
ion Gommittee, Socialist Campaign Group Supporters’
Network, Fublic Sector Alliance, Trade Union News and
the Birmingham, Oxford and Lambeth Trades Councils.
o £20 sponsoring organisations » £8 delegates e £5 indl-
viduals e £3 unwaged e Send cheques payabie fo ‘Right to
Strike Conference’ to PO Box 6498, London N1 1QW.
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pute it becomes the longest in
the history of the union and wins
a partial victory.

Our movement ts far from |

dead. |

With Tony Blair’s back
turned on working class strug-
gle, and Tory talk of banning
strikes in “essential services”
it’s ttme to get organised.

The Socialist Movement
Trade Union Committee has
joined forces with Lambeth and

Birmingham Trades Councils to

organise the Fight for the Right
to Strike Conference. It will
provide a unique opportunity to

~discuss a strategy to unshackle

the unions from Tory laws.

Barriers
In plenary debate and work-

- shop discussion the conference

will discuss how to overcome
the present barriers to action and
how to build solidarity action
despite the anti-union laws.

We will be debating what sort
of legal alternatives we want —
and how we get a future Labour
government to give us them, as
well as how we block future
Tory plans to impose further re-
strictions on our rights.

The conference 1s not just a
talking shop. It aims to build a
network of supporters taking up
our demands and organising
solidarity across our movement.

We urge all trade unions to
promote and support this con-
ference.
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time on post

By a postal worker

TIME IS running out on Post

Office privatisation. After
three months of talking, the
cabinet is still divided.

The consultation period has
shown widespread support for
the public sector option. It has
united all major opposition par-
ties and a handful of Tory back-
benchers.

Do the Tories risk the
partial privatisation op-
tion, and face down all
opposition with a wa-
tered down version of
their proposals, or do
they retain the Post Of-
fice in the public sector?

With pressure on the
Tories mounting over
sleaze 1n government the
last thing they want 1s a
bloody nose over this.

However it would not
be the first tme that the
Tories have pursued an
unpopular policy in the
name of dogma: Heselt-

Lacking stamp of authority

privatisation

The campaign will be won
or lost by a successful mobili-
sation of all those in opposi-
tion in the first few weeks of
any announcement.

It can give postal workers the
confidence to use all options
available — including strike ac-
tion. |

This kind of campaign 1s a

million miles from the minds of

leaders of the UCW postal
workers union.

““““““

ine’s Tory party confer- o
ence speech appealed to that. It is likely that a major na-
There is also significant sup-  tional demonstration would be

port for privatisation from sec-
tions of big business and of
course the Post Office board
themselves.

An announcement of privati-
sation by the government
should be met by an immediate
response. |

The campaign against priva-
tisation has so far been concen-
trated on encouraging letter
writing and lobbying MPs.
There should be a massive dem-
onstration against privatisation.

Throughout the summer
there has been an impressive
number of local activities. A na-
tional focus 1s now needed. As
the demonstrations in support of
the miners in October 1992
showed, hundreds of thousands
can be brought onto the streets.

- But we also need to draw the
lessons of that campaign. When
the mass demonstrations
stopped, the Tory revolt crum-
bled.

Set the unions free!

TONY BENN has
presented a Bill to
Parliament which would
give an incoming Lahour
Secretary of State the
power to remove any laws
or regulations which
impose unfair restriction

oh trade unions.

As Benn says:

“The wording of the Bill
follows exactly the wording
of the present De-requlation
Bill which confers similar

~ powers on ministers to re-
move hurdens on husiness.”

Benn is sending the text

of his proposal to all union
general secretaries, seeking
their support in winning en-
dorsement for it at next
year’s TUC and Labour Party
conferences, and a commit-
ment that the next Labour
government would introduce
such tegislation.

- This will scarcely delight
Tony Blair or his supporters
in the union bureaucracy,
who have gone out of their
way to disavow any intention
of repealing the Tory anti-un- -
ion laws, and would dearly -
love to keep their distance
from the issue.

P oy

called as an end in itself, with
the tried, tested and failed meth-
ods of parliamentary procedure
— petitioning and lobbying To-
ries — the next part of the cam-
paign.
~ Any announcement that the
Post Office will be privatised
needs to be arallying point of all
those UCW members who want
to fight.
Pressure needs to be applied

by UCW branches on the lead-

ership of the union to carry out
conference policy of building
massive opposition — including
giving consideration to strike
action.

-—
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HOME NEWS

By Terry Smith

200 000 people in the North
West have signed a petition,

and October 28 saw a dem-

onstration in Liverpool op-

posing the closure of the

city’s Blood Transfusion
Centre, which serves Mer-
seyside and North Wales.

The Centre, whose work

would be moved to Manchester,

IS one of five to be axed out of a
total of 15, under new plans .

published in September by the
National Blood Authority.
‘Other centres facing the chop
are Lancaster, Oxford,
Brentwood and Plymouth, as
the NBA seeks to cut £10-£12m

from a Blood Service budget of

£135m, slashing at least ten
percent of the 4000 workforce.

Slower deliveries

Though the NBA boasts that
its new network would deliver

blood supplies to any hospital
within 2 hours, this would be a
‘worsening of performance:
most centres already do better.

The plans arise from a
£600,000 review of the biood

service by management con-

donors kebabed
2,

sultants brought in by the NBA’s
controversial chief executive

: John Adey.

Adey, until he took the reins
at the NBA, was Chairman of

Baxter’s Healthcare, the monop-

oly supplier of blood bags to the
NHS!

Health unions warn that the
closure, linked with plans to run

- the entire network of blood do-
- nors from just three Zonal head-
- quarters in Leeds, Bristol and

North London, will break up
skilled and dedicated teams,

- leave panels of donors unable to
~ give blood, jeopardise the treat-
- ment of patients with blood dis-

orders, and risk a total
dislocation of blood supplies.
Though blood is given free by

donors, under the new NHS

market system hospitals are
charged for each unit of bicod
they consume.

European market

NBA chiefs have been sound-
ing out internal management
views on possibly extending
this to selling British blood

products on the European mar-

ket.
The NBA closure package is

~ theoretically open for consult-

ation until November 11: but
Adey has declared that it would
‘take an earthquake to change
his mind.

Healthworkers and cam-
paigners in all the threatened
localities are doing their best to
create one.

Local government pay deal

Old wine in

By Fred Leplat

Islington UNISON
‘A’ branch

UNIONS representing one
and a half million council
workers accepted a pay of-
fer on 14 October which
differs little from the pre-
vious ‘final’ offer. It has
been slightly repackaged
to marginally benefit the
low paid.

Under a two year deal,
workers will get 1.5 per cent
and £100 backdated to July
this year and 1.4 per cent and
£100 from June 1995. The
old offer was 1.7 per cent and
£75 this year, and 1.4 per
cent and £75 next year.

For a council worker on
£15,000 a year this will mean
£6 more a week. Inflation and
tax rises make this a cut in
real terms.

Worst of.ail itis a two year
deal which does not bind the

~ employers to increase pay

with inflation. According to

UNISON, the employees ac-

cepted that the unions could
re-open negotiations. o+
At a time of mounting dis-
satisfaction over pay at Jag-
uar and on the rail, and when
pay settlements are around

new bottles

four per cent local govern-
ment union leaders could
have organised a fight for a
substantially improved offer.
However the UNISON local

- government service group ex-

ecutive trampled union de-
mocracy and settled without
organising industrial action.

A special delegate confer-
ence had been organised to
follow a ‘consultation exer-
cise’ of the membership in
August.

Yet when this ‘consult-
ation’ produced a small ma-
jority for rejection of the
‘final’ offer, the special dele-
gate conference was
promptly cancelied!

Activists in UNISON ur-

- gently need to build a left in

the union to defend democ-
racy and win policies to de-
fend pay, jobs and
conditions. The CFDU confer-
ence on 3 December is a step
towards that. |

m Campaign for a Fighting

‘Democratic Union launch
-conference Saturday
December 3. 10am - 4pm

Swathmore Centre,

4 Woodhouse Square
Leeds.

£5 delegates, £3 visitors. -
Details (0181) 464 333 ex-
tension 3273.

.....

Shefﬁeld
steeled @
against cuts

® 85,000 people have so far

signed the petition copposing
plans to close one of SHEF-
FIELD's two busy Accident &
Emergency units, as the Tories’
hospital closure programme

- grinds on across the country.

All parties
say ‘no
closure’

@® In north London, 50,000
copies of a 12-page Hands Off
Our Hospitals tabloid newspa-
per have been distributed by

- campaigners fighting the clo-

sure of EDGWARE Hospital
by Barnet Health Authority.
The paper has been funded

through advertisements from

local unions, community
groups, political parties and
small businesses.

Hundreds joined a lively .

demonstration on October 29
demanding the health authority

- drop the closure plan, which has

been opposed by MPs and

- councillors from all three main

THE FINANCIAL and po-
litical scandal surrounding
the building of the giant
Health Care International
private hospital in Clyde-
bank refuses to die down.

As widely predicted, the
£180 million hospital’s opening
was almost immediately fol-
lowed by a cash crisis and the
threat of bankruptcy: the short-
fall this year is £15m.

Now there 1s even talk of the
government stepping in to bail
out the bankers by buying it for
the NHS.

The hospital was built —

the teeth of huge public opp031-
tion and warnings that it would

be a white elephant — with gov-

ernment subsidies totalling

£30m.
In addition there was a £4m

loan from the job creation
 quango Scottish Enterprise.

It now turns out this loan was
unsecured, and that the final
£1m was paid even after offi-
cials knew HCI was 1n financial
trouble. In the event the hospital

Will Tories bail out
private hospital?

has employed only 400 of the
promised 1,800 new jobs.
Touting

Also contrary to early prom-
ises that the hospital intended to
fly in private patients from
abroad, HCI has been trying to
solve its problems by touting

for contracts to treat NHS pa-
tients — the latest being a £1m

contract to treat waiting list

cases from the West Midlands!

Now, amid international de-
bate over the rescheduling of its
huge debts, and appeals from
HCI for exemption from its
£1m VAT bill, 1t appears that
Scottish Tories are pressing for
a study of how much it would

cost to buy up the hospital and

convert it for NHS use.
Estimates suggest a bill as
high as £40m: but who would

get the contracts? And who
would foot the bill?

- With red faces bobbing in
the clear blue water, the ma-
noeuvres will continue behind
the scenes.

parties in all three boroughs -
fected.

Central Mld
hits back

@ Over 80 people turned out
to a public meeting on October
25 to boost the campaign in de-
fence of Central Middlesex
Hospital.

The hospital 1s threatened
under plans drawn up by the

- Brent & Harrow health author-

ity, which would oblige pa-
tients from the deprived
Harlesden Willesden and
Wembley areas to choose be-
tween long and awkward jour-
neys to St Mary’s Hospital,
Paddmgton orNoﬂ:hwwk Park
in Harrow.

Islington
qgueues
lengthened

@ Cash has already run out
for non-emergency treatment at
London’s Whittington Hospi-
tal. The Trust has closed the
doors on local waiting list pa-
tients five months before the
end of the financial year as a
result of spending cuts imposed
by the Camden & Ishngton
health authority. .

Non-urgent cases will now

join the Whittington’s 3,000

waiting list until new money
becomes available next April.

Butin the meantime the pres-
sure on the Whittington will in-
tensify with the planned
January closure of casualty
Bart’s Hospital

Replacing
Labour’s

invisible man
@ LABOUR’s new Shadow
Health Secretary, Margaret

Beckett, has promised to take a
higher profile than her inglori-

- ous predecessor David

Blunkett. That should be easy.
Blunkett made little secret of
his contempt for the post and

the issue. He toock nine months

to come out with any clear op-
position to the massive hospital
closure programme in London.
Now all frustrated Labour:
activists need s a fighting pol-
icy to defend the NHS, in place
of the insipid evasions of
Blunkett’s half-baked consult-

ation document.
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RAISING THE BANNER OF SOCIALISM

Part one of a series by JOHN LISTER

JUST AS the capital-
ist market system
reaches a global im-
passe, condemning
billions to grinding
poverty and exploi-
fation, 'l'ony Blair's
right wing Labour
leadership has set
out to jettison the
Party’s historic com-
mitment to an alter-
native.

The fight to uphold
Clause 4 and for a
socialist perspective
and policy in Britain
is part of a fight for
an internationalist
perspective on the
overthrow of a sys-
tem that long ago
outlived its useful-

[ JHELOUDER the celebra-
tions of imperialist lead-
ers, the deeper the crisis
blighting the lives of billions of
working people around the

world.

Even as it congratulates itself for
outliving the miserable stalinist
caricature of ‘socialism’, the capi-
talist system continues to demon-
strate its total failure to satisfy the
most elementary needs of the ma-
jority of humankind.

And as it does so, the market
system continues relentlessly to
underline the political bankruptcy
of all political formations which
depend upon it and act to imple-
ment it — whether they be British

Tories, US Democrats, Spanish So-
cialists, Polish Communists or
ANC nationalists.

Exporting poverty

[ JHE MARKET system
brings daily misery to bil-
lions of people. Poverty,
hunger, disease, homelessness

are rampant. Absolute poverty is

at record levels.

53 per cent of the world’s popu-
lation live in the poorest coun-
tries, with an average income of
just $330 per person, sharing only
4.4 per cent of the world’s income.

The gap between these poor
countries and the advanced

———

“economies is growing. The richest

countries with 16 per cent of the
world’s population have average

incomes 59 times higher, with 78 .

per cent of the total income.

The wealth of Africa, with dou-
ble the populatlon of the USA, and
despite its huge natural resources,
is litle more than that of Belgium.
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again, there have been éngry
demonstrations against food and

fuel price increases and currency

devaluations ordered by the IMF.
Though privatisation has gone

slowly in Africa, with less than a

fifth of state firms sold off (and
almost none of them the economi-

Refugees fight for entry stamp into Jordan

ion

t
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ic migro

The problems of poverty are
worsened by interventions of the
IMF, whose patent formulae for
establishing capitalist market
economies — privatising state en-
terprises, cutting state spending,
freeing up prices and stripping out
subsidies — have brought abject
misery to millions. Time and

. 0
o .

Growth of econom

cally vital ones such as airlines,

mining, telecoms or electricity)

lasting damage is being done by
the western prompted reforms. In
Zimbabwe, the imposition of
charges at health clinics has been
followed by a tripling of numbers
of women dying in childbirth.

In Zambia, the end of price con-
trols have brought ruin to peasant
maize farmers, while the textile
industry, stripped of government
protection, has collapsed.

In Ghana, the price of western
intervention has been the sale ata
knockdown price of half the gov-
emnment stake in Ashanti Gold-
fields — leaving Lonrho as the
largest shareholder. The $1.4-$1.7
billion expected for the shares
wonld increase the capitalisation
of Ghana’s stockmarket by more
than ten times. But still there are
fearb that if the World Bank pulled

A WORLD IN CRISIS

stability in the east: Abkhazid_n riots quelled by troops
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Much of Africa remains on the
sidelines of the world economy.
The total of foreign direct invest-
ment in the continent for 1993 was
just £1.6 billion, less than three per
cent of global flows of investment.
The latest World Bank study does
not even measure this investment
or bother to assess its rate of re-
turmn. China, not Africa, is the larg-
est recipient of World Bank
project funding.

By contrast, the IMF early in 1994
agreed a new £1.5 billion package
to prop up the Yeltsin regime in
Russia, and to reinforce a $4 bil-
lion standby loan which is keep-
ing capitalist wolves from the door
who are demanding repayments
onthe old USSR’s $80 billion for-
eign debt.

With the main imperialist pow-
ers struggling to resolve their own
domestic economic problems,
and seeking maximum strategic
advantage from the collapse of
stalinist rule in the east, there will
be less chance than ever that Af-
rica or south Asia can attract the
capital they need to construct vi-
able capitalist economies.

For most imperialists there is
simply not enough to gain in Af-
rica for them to invest capital. The
law of uneven and combined de-
velopment, under which newly-
emerging capitalist enterprises are
forced immediately to compete in
a world market with the largest
and most technically advanced
and experienced multinationals,
makes it all but impossible for Af-
rica, Latin America or much of Asia
ever to achieve more than de-
pendent status.

Only measures running directly
counter to the capitalist free mar-
ket can hope to rectify this imbal-
ance: expropriating domestic and
international capital and offering
a cancellation of past debts; tech-
nical aid; educational pro-
grammes and a sustained

. l

eepening in

trade with more advanced econo-
“mies. |
To fight for this, marxist parties
based on the working class and
with a programme developing
Trotsky’s theory of permanent
revolution are needed to lead the
| combined stru ggle for genuine in-
dependence from imperialist
domination and for socialism,
which will link working class and
peasant struggles, and reject the
blind alleys of collaboration with
national or international capital
which have led many nationalist
movements astray.,

Crisis in the East
HE ATTEMPTS to ex-
tend the market system
into the ex-Soviet Union
and Eastern Europe have so far
led to a shocking increase of
misery. There has been an hort-
rific 40 per cent drop in indus-
trial production in Russia,
where nine per cent of enter-
prises are technically bankrupt,
and economic and financial
chaos throughout the ex-Soviet
republics. |

Yet the western bankers hail Po-
land’s deal to repay most of its £13
billion unpaid bank debts as a
success. Only Russia remains in
default. Reactionary regimes
seeking to roll back and privatise

‘the nationalised economies in the
ex-Stalinist states face not only

shortage of capital for investment.

Imperialism simply does not
have the resources needed to
construct new capitalist econo-
“mies on the ruins and wastelands
of decades of bureaucratic mis-

management.

There will be encouraging
words from the bankers, a few
selected projects will be favour-
bly regarded but, as the Poles
have found, [hlb “will fall far short

political obstacles at home, but a
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league. Overall, the lack of seri-
ousness attached to investment in
Eastern Europe was symbolised
by last year’s ludicrous scandal of

Jacques Attali and his marble- |

lined investment Bank. He spent
more on its headquarters than it
lent to its target countries.

Levels of direct investment from
the west have been growing, but
are still little more than a flea-bite
in comparison with the tasks in-
volved.

As the old system collapses into
crisis and criminality, with whole-
sale theft and graft by the manage-

- rial layers of the new bureaucracy,

the backlash of stalinist and con-
servative elements begins to link
up with extreme nationalist and
chauvinist forces. This is produc-
ing a growing political stalemate.

In more and more ex-stalinist
states the old - often renamed -
stalinist parties are moving back
into positions of power, not to
defend nationalised property or
the social gains of the masses, but
seeking themselves to oversee the
transition to a new market system,
and to grab in the process a share
of the pickings, property to be pri-
vatised and the profits to be made.

Pieces of China for

sale

HE CHINESE bureauc-
racy gives a good exam-
ple of the readiness of
stalinism to do far-reaching

deals with capitalism.

The Chinese economy, which in
1989 was little larger in GNP than
that of Spain, is growing rapidly.
But it is jealously watched by bu-
reaucrats unwilling to share more
of the surplus than they have to in
procuring western technology
and capital, and intent upon es-
tablishing a new market system
under their control.

With only 62 per cent of Chinese
homes connected to electricity

supplies, vast new deals are on

offer to western power station
manufacturers, but future poten-
tial profits are restrictedto a 12 per
cent return on capital. Big capital
investments in China are still un-
likely as long as bankers and in-
dustrialists remain nervous about
the political succession to Deng
Xiaoping, and anxious at the lack
of any infrastructure of legislation
to protect their capital.

It is clear that with a vast state
bureaucracy seeking to exert its
influence to maximise its own
control over developments, the
prospects of unfettered profitable
investment and exploitation in
China are not great for westem
capital.

The November 1993 Plenary of
the CCP decided to take another
step towards a “socialist market
economic system” by setting up a
new sytem of ‘modern enter-
prises’ as a staging post to privati-

‘sation. Some of these enterprises -

will be fully private, some limited
corporations, and others will re-
tain state shareholding.

Already some of the most effi-
cient and profitable enterprises
have been sold oftf — leaving the
least attractive in state hands. The
CCP carefully distances itself from
the consequences of privatisation,
declaring blandly that “Enter-
prises should, in accordance with
the demands of the market econ-

-omy, perfect and tighten up their

internal management, and rigor-
« 'sly enforce labour discipline.”

The imposition of market disci-

plines on enterprises also involves

an attack on housing, health care
and pension funds previously
funded by the firm.

Thus even the enterprises that
remain in state hands are impos-

ing capitalist-style redundancies
and speed-up, overriding the
power of workers councils and

trade unions. Chinese urban un-
employment is officially acknow-
ledged to be four million, with a
massive 130 million rural unem-
ployed.

With the advent even of a “so--

cialist” market in China comes the
widening of class divisions and
the spread of actual poverty. A

| recent trade union survey sug-

gests up to seven million families

~could be living in poverty with

less than 50 yuan per month to live
on: by contrast a lucky one million
families have hit the big time, de-
scribed by the Beijing Daily as the
“one million yuan households”.
The entrepreneurial top three per
cent of the Chinese population
owns savings of 293 billion yuan,
compared with the 274 billion

shared between 800 mﬁhon Chi- |
{ Yeltsin’s failed reform programme

nese peasants.
The bureaucracy has intervened

‘to impose the traditional price

controls to combat growing infla-
tion ,in order to preventan explo-
sion of mass anger.

......
A
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Political revolution

HE EVENTS in the ex-
USSR, Eastern Eufope
and China serve to un-
derline the basic tenets of the
Trotskyist struggle for political
revolution.
The 1980s, which began with the
frontal challenge of Solidamosc to

the power of Poland’s Stalinist bu-

reaucracy, saw Stalinist regimes
increasingly face a stark choice.
Even as they clung on to political

power through increasingly des-
perate repressive measures, they
| were confronted with the stagna-
tion and crisis of their economies,

lagging ever further behind the

technical advances in the West,

yet forced to seek loans and cred-
its from Western banks.

More and more regimes saw
what at first had been passive
working class resistance develop-
ing into the downright hostility of
the masses.

Hoping to avert a showdown
and retain control, sections of the
Soviet bureaucracy attempted a
risky programme of structural re-
form (Glasnost and Perestroika),
which triggered a wholesale shift
in bureaucratic policy throughout
Eastern Europe. '

The introduction of elements of
marketisation only resulted in the

profound dislocation of the cen-

tralised ‘command economy’.

However, the limited democratic

openings that the reforms entailed
lifted the lid on the pent up anger
of the workers, which, in turn, fur-

ther propelled the disintegration
of the state. '

It became increasingly clear that
the post-glasnost Soviet Union
could not pose the military threat
of intervention that had terrorised
the working classes of Eastern

Europe: the prison doors had |

been left open, and the masses
took advantage to rid themselves
of hated bureaucrats: a clear ex-
ample was the events in East Ger-
many which led to the fall of the
Berlin Wall.

Without a revolutionary class
party representing its interests, the
proletariat was — not for the first
time in history -- cynically used as
a battering ram against a discred-
ited regime by alien political and
class forces which subsequently
turmed against it. Facing mass un-
employment, the workers in East
Germany will have plenty of time
to count the cost.

From then on, Gorbachev and

turmed into a headlong, counter-
revolutionary rush towards restor-
ing capitalism, a process aped by

the other bureaucracies and

newly elected governments of

.....

Trotskyist ideas are confirmed: jom-packed London Sociafist Outlook meefing

Eastern Europe. But the crisis has
by no means been resolved.

On the contrary, Russia, and
much of the ex-Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe face an economic
and social catastrophe. Bureau-
cratic rule and the old command
economy are in a state of disinte-
gration, while at the same time it
has proved impossible to restore a
viable capitalist system in the
short or medium term.

Thus, Trotsky’s analysis of the
counterrevolutionary character of
the bureaucracy is confirmed, in-
cluding his prediction that, in the
absence of political revolution, at-
tempts by the bureaucracy to re-
store capitalism will only result in
its own descent into criminality
and the misery of the masses.

Despite the electoral advances
made by some extreme national-
ist, xenophobic and populist lead-
ers, such as Zhirinovsky in the
Russian Federation, a more funda-
mental trend is descemable. Jo-
day, disillusioned with market
reforms, the masses are turming
back to the revamped communist
parties which are now increas-
ingly led by managerial sectors
who have some (temporary) inter-
est in the maintenance of social

property. At best this may provide

some breathing space for the con-
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struction of real democratic social-

ist altematives.
But there must be no illusions:
the old ‘Communist’ parties, the

state apparatus developed by sta-

linist parties in Eastemn Europe
and the degenerated workers’
state apparatus in the Soviet Un-
ion, have proven themselves nei-
ther able nor willing to defend
either nationalised property orthe
historic gains of the working dass
after the post-war expropriation
of capital.

In Poland we have seen an old,
discredited Communist Party re-
tum to implement a restorationist

programme; in China we see a
nithless stalinist regime using its

continued monopoly of political

power to enforce the re-imposi-

tion of capitalist property rela-

tions.
revolution, for socialist democ-

racy, for workefs’ control of indus-
try and a workers plan of

pendent trade unions, for defence

of nationalised property against { now employed by a manufactur-

| ing finm, and one in six inthe USA,
| compared with one in three in

privatisation and profiteers, and
for working class politics inde-
pendent of the old bureaucracy

and the new nationalists and pro- | .7 . .
imperialists remains the key to the | f:::sl:eas' n:: flongsiae 8 big o

future: all other roads lead horri-
bly and inexorably back to the
dark days of exploitation and — as
the proliferation of inter-ethnic
conflicts show — barbarism.

The Detroit spinners
HE CENTRAL players in
the capitalist market
have key strategic struc-

tural problems still unresolved.

The March G7 summit in Detroit

showed the varying attitude of

the governments of the seven
richest countries to the growing |

tide of unemployment created

by their policies at home.
Of 35 million officially deemed

“unemployed in the ‘west’, 20 mil-

lion are in Europe, causing social
tensions and potential problems
for governments.

But while Bill Clinton and the
British Tories press ruthlessly
ahead with free market deregula-
tion aimed at slashing wages and

welfare spending to reduce over- |
“heads for employers, Japanese
capitalism remains wedded to the

Keynesian policies which every-
where else died with the post-war
boom.

Cushioned by their vast trade
surplus and competitive advan-

tage in world markets arising from

high rates of investment, Japanese
ministers are still pumping extra
cash into infrastructure schemes

‘i’to boost the econom. They can

wam the G7 against “imprudent
dismissals which ignore the feel-
ings of employees”, and stress the
need for redundant workers to be
offaednewm.

.......

Austartty: Trotskylst youth ad Belglan youth movement agoinst raclsm

Bosiofl bad pb?
| {NDERLYING the global
rise in unemployment
is the rapid decline of

-employment in manufacturing

industry, and of manufacturing
as a percentage of the GDP of
the advanced economies.

Of the advanced economies,
only in Japan is the manufacturing
workforce now larger (by 20 per
cent) than it was in 1970. In Brit-
been dramatic, to just 45 per cent
of the numbers employed in 1970.
This demise has been accompa-

The fight for socialist political | Mi€d DY @ worsening in the bal-

ance of payments, as consumer
goods have been imported in

| ever larger quantities, while Brit-

production, for democratic, inde- | ish firms have ever less variety of

goods to export.
Just one British worker in five is

Gemany and Japan. But this de-

manufacturing
productivity. In the USA, 90 per
cent of the 1970 workforce pro-
duced almost double the 1970
output in 1992,

Many of these industrial jobs
have been switched to plants in
lower-paid developing countries,
often by subsidiaries of the same
multinational irms. 40 per cent of
the output of British firms is now
produced abroad.

Other onetime bedrock manu-
facturing industries have been
eclipsed by competition from
abroad: in Britain, textiles, motor-
cydles, cars, shipbuilding, much
electronics.and now even coal
mining have been largely wiped
lions more jobs have been elimi-
nated by technological advances,
decimating the skilled workforce

{ in print and other industries.

Organise the

unemployed

e scourge of unem-

through normmal trade unionism.
It requires both strong organisa-
tion and a high level of con-
sciousness about the nature of
the capitalist market economy
to stage strikes and occupations
against an employer threatening

redundancies, demanding the
.| opening of the books and a pol-
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“jobs, the rise of the service sector |

‘the 35 hour week is also important

~icy of work sharing with
no loss of pay.

Without such policies and fight- ‘
ing leadership, or even serious na-
tionwide campaigns for a 35 hour
week, workers can be persuaded
to accept a seemingly large lump I
sum of redundancy money, rather
than risk an uncertain outcome to |
a half- hearted fight. H

The policy of work sharing and

for organising the unemployed
alongside the unions. This is
anathema to the British union bu-
reaucracy, who rejected any at-
tempt at organising the
unemployed in the early 1980s,
threatening sanctions against
Trades Councils which persisted
in doing it. The consequences of
this failure of the British unions
are painfully clear for all to see. |

In Europe, however, campaigns |
are growing again for the 35 hour
week, and we should promote
these while also attacking the
TUC’s abandonment of the unem-
ployed. Local campaigns should |
be mounted aimed at mobilising
and organising part-timers, casual

unions, where historically power-
ful industrial shop stewards move-
ments and industrial unions such
as the NUM have driven forward
the wages struggle. The loss of
these vanguard forces has yet to
be compensated by the emer-
gence of new combative elements
in the organisation of workers in
the service sector.

A range of New Management
Techniques, like short term and
individual contracts (now even
‘nil hours’ contracts offering no
guaranteed wage week to week),
and the abolition of most previous
employment protection not only
worsens conditions, but makes
the fightback more difficult. De-
spite some important victories the
pace of victimisations continues
to increase, with a consequent
loss of activists. |

The problem is compounded by
the relative strengthening of the
grip of full-time union officials, as
lay and unofficial structures have
weakened and collapsed. This
helps reinforce the grip of new
realism and the defeatist right
wing, and lay the groundwork for

future retreats and betrayals.
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Conveyor belt onds

longside the decline of
manufacturing has

ome a relative expan-

sion of jobs in the service sector,
ranging from retail and catering,
through to finance, computing
and design. However the service
sector is also suffering a squeeze

on jobs. |

Privatisation in Britain and else-
where of what were state-owned
utilities and services has triggered
a new wave of job cuts and sub-
contracting, slashing jobs and I
working conditions for millions
more workers.

The break-up of the historic cen-
tres of proletarian power, the big
factories and centres of manufac-
turing, has struck a major blow at
trade union strength. And while
drastically reducing the numbers
of traditionally ‘male’, full-time

has created growing numbers of
parttime, casual, often low-paid
work to an increasingly unorgan-
ised workforce - many of them
women. !
The British trade union move-
ment has been especially hard hit

| by this international phenome-

to just 38 per cent of the work-

non. Traditionally strongly organ-
ised, it has suffered a combined
rise in unemployment and a rapid
drop in union membership, down I

force, having lost four and a half

million members since 1979.
Even this understates the guali-

tative weakening of most British l
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Tensions in world economy
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The debt mountain

ne of the reasons in-

vestment remains at a

low level is that free
market liberalism has largely
failed to resolve the world fiscal
crisis and clear up the huge state
budget deficits - which include
not only the crippling Third
World debt but also the gigantic
trillion-dollar US deficit and

growing debts in Europe.
The long wave of stagnation and
recession simultaneously in-

creased the social security costs of .

growing unemployment while it
reduced government revenues
through loss of taxes. Further cuts
in state spending — on capital pro-
jects and services — cut outgoings,
but also increase unemployment
and deepen the recession, so fur-
ther undermining tax receipts.

In the USA, even the Reagan
‘boom’, pump-primed by colossal
military spending, widened the
deficit and forced up interest rates
as the government was forced to
borrow on the money markets to
bridge the gap.

In Britain, the deficit has grown
to such an extent as to threaten the
bankruptcy of the state; only
North Sea oil has prevented a cri-
sis occuring earlier. |

The problem has been exacer-
bated by the historic British bour-
geois tradition of investing
abroad. 60 per cent of British capi-
tal investment goes abroad —more
easily since Thatcher's deregula-
tion of the City . Forty five per cent

| Costing us the earth
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of British manufacturing activity
takes place overseas.

GATTastrophe
ANFARES in January
greeted the GATT agree-
ments ‘liberalising’ world
trade to the overwhelming dis-
advantage of the working class
and peasantry in the underde-

veloped economies.

They will be the prime victims as
fledgling domestic manufacturing
industries, agriculture and extrac-
tion industries are exposed to the |
bitter blast of global competition
with multinationals, and raw ma-
terial prices continue their down-
ward spiral.

As the GATT director general ad-
mitted, “It is wrong to say that
liberalisation is going to make the
| poor rich as a result of the oppor-

tunity offered to them”.

In fact the USA, Japan and the
European Union will continue to
monopolise 80 per cent of world
trade, leaving the poorest 20 per
cent of the world’s population to
share less than one per cent. Poor
countries are even asked to elimi-
nate subsidies and protectionist
measures, and to grow food for
domestic consumption rather
than try to export cash crops on
the world market.

Indeed even the limited ‘expan-
sion’ which has taken place in the
OECD countries as key econo-
mies begin to clamber from out-
right recession, has taken place on
the back of huge hidden subsidies
from the oil-producing countnes —

where prices of £13 a barrel offer
littte more in real terms than the
pitiful return before the oil shock
brought 70 per cent increases in
1973.

It is clear from the realities of
world trade today that despite

Ii

deals to trade technology be-
tween South Korea and China,
and whatever growth might take
place in Brazil, in India or else-
where, there is no possibility of
new industrial powers- emerging
to challenge the global domina-
tion of the present imperialist
power blocs.

There is no new g(')ld?n age of
capitalist expansion: simply more
of the old misery until the working
class organises to take power in its
hands and smash the market sys-
tem.

HORT SIGHTED and re-

actionary regimes in the

OPEC states are pump-
ing out irreplaceable assets at
such a giveaway price that alter-
native energy Or conservation
measures are not considered
economic, while bland govern-
mental phrases about the envi-
ronment have done little to limit

the output of greenhouse gases.

Indeed it is not only the ad-
vanced economies but also those
struggling to catch up with them
which are polluting the atmos-
phere to alarming proportions.
China and Brazil between them
pumped almost a million tonnes
of greenhouse gases into the air in
1987, while Japan, with a GNP
four times as large as both com-
bined, produced 220 tonnes.

The tide of pollution is even
more serious when the leaks and
discharges of radioactive and
other poisonous waste products
into the atmosphere, soil, rivers

N orle yaml T AR o MM T T o gt s it
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and seas are taken into account.
The production of non-degrad-
able plastic waste, consuming
ever larger acreage in dangerous
landfill dumps, is sowing seeds of
disaster for future generations.

It is clear that as long as the
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The workd is driven towards crisis by costcutting and the lust for profit

Economist have called for global
a policies to control fish stocks.
But such policies are ultimately
| only enforcible through a
| planned food policy, which in
| turn demands an end to the com-
petition of the free market, so that

world is driven by cost-cutting | ﬁShing crews, like farm workers,

and the lust for profit these outra-
geous and short-sighted policies
will continue to put the lives and
health of millions at risk.

The environmental issue is
above all one of planning, ac-
countability and control: even in
non-capitalist economies the dis-
astrous legacy of environmental
vandalism of the stalinist bureauc-
racies in the USSR and eastern
Europe remains an unresolved
problem.

Even while it fails to feed, house
or educate hundreds of millions,
the plundering market system is
also taking a terrible toll of the
earth’s natural resources. Not only
fossil fuels, but forests and fish
stocks are falling prey to the unfet-
tered drive for profits - even the
free-market fetishists of the

are guaranteed a decent standard
of living without having to strip
bare the natural assets of the
oceans.

Building bloc¢s
ATIONAL PLANNING
and the market system
are in constant contra-

diction with each other. So we

find that behind the facade of
growing cooperation displayed
at the G7 summits, the basic
| thrust of the market is increas-
ingly dividing the advanced
economies into three main trad-
ing blocs, headed by the USA,

Japan and the European Union.

Each bloc, and sometimes each
major partner within each bloc, is
primarily intent upon maximising
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its share of markets and preferen-
tial deals in the developing and
underdeveloped countries. Each
is seeking its own inroads into
Eastern Europe.

The North American Free Trade
Agreement cements a US-led alli-

ance of USA, Canada and Mexico.

In exchange for lessening the
pressure on Mexico to repay its
$100 billion foreign debt, and
erecting protective barriers to
ward off competition for Mexican
timms from Europe and Japan, the
deal allows US and Canadian mo-
nopolies privileged access to the
Mexican market.

Under the guise of NAFTA, the
USA is seeking to prise open re-
stricted markets in Asia and
around the Pacific Rim countries.
previously seen as the preserve of
Japan.

The Japanese remain the domi-

nant voice of the increasingly

powerful bloc of Asian countries
where Japanese capital has
played a key role in developing
modem industries — notably South
Korea, Singapore, Taiwan and
Malaysia. Japan is currently fun-
nelling additional investment into
Indonesia and southern China.
The most vexed of relations arise
in the European Union, where the
attempts to forge a common trad-
ing bloc wielding political clout
comparable to its economic
strength run repeatedly into the
conflicting national interests of
substantial national bourgeoisies.
Nonetheless, the fear of intense
competition from NAFTA, to-
gether with the storm clouds from
the dynamic Pacific-rim econo-
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mies dominated by Japan, rein-

force the dynamic towards Euro-
pean integration. The capitalist
project for Europe was frozen half
way between a simple free-tade
zone (which the British Euro-
sceptics want to retain) and a real
tederal state (which they totally
reject). |

The Single European Act and the

Maastricht treaty were attempts to

move forward beyond this unten-
able situation with the creation of,
amongst other things, a common

currency. The creation of a politi-

cal and military authority was
scheduled for later.

The more far-sighted European
bourgeoisies have aimed at eco-
nomic rationalisation on a Euro-
pean-wide scale. They pressed for
a European Monetary System
(EMS) and a Europe wide curb on
government spending to rein in

ist. crisis

Karl Marx: his tradition provides an alternative 1o the capital

costly welfare states. Both North
America and Japan have compara-
tively minimal social welfare pro-
grammes and larger, more
efficient industries. |

Though the ERM collapsed, the
same programme is now being in-
troduced through the back door,
designed to bring the different
states into line and further their
integration, making the EU com-
petitive with the other major
blocs. |

The ERM crisis and the sub-
sequent attempts to defend the
pound wiped out huge exchange

‘reserves in Britain (at least £15
billion), with similar losses in

France, Italy and the Spanish state.
This exposes the weakness of na-
tional banks in the face of the
floating capital of international
speculators and bankers, of which
$900 billion is exchanged daily

[ ]

(three times the combihed ex-
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change reserves of all the G7
countries).

It also brought into sharp focus
the huge budget deficits building
up in many European countries,
making an onslaught on welfare
spending inevitable if the EU
countries are to meet the new

Maastricht limit of three per cent
of GDP.

The result of the Maastricht proc-

ess is already making itself felt in
the growth of mass unemploy-
ment, privatisations, speed- up,
new managment techniques,
massive cuts in the social wage
(even legaly imposed limits to the
levels of welfare spending), all of
which compound the effects of
the recession, and erosion of
democratic rights.

‘This is why it is a major betrayal
of working people everywhere
that the Labour Party and union
leaders fully support the creation
of the EU, using the pathetie fig-

leaf of the unenforcable Social
Chapter as their justification.

Across the continent, the picture
Is the same. Workers’ parties,
whether social democratic or re-
vamped communist parties, have
been roped in to support the capi-
talist strategy. -

This class collaboration has led
to a further step away from any
concept of socialism and open
embrace for the capitalist market
— a ‘Euro new realism, which has
failed miserably to provide any
alternative to the capitalist crisis..
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theory+practice

looks in-depth at key is-
sues of socialist analysis
and strategy. Each issue
examines a subject of im-
portance to socialists in
greater depth and at
greater length than is pos-
sible in Socialist Outlook .

Badk issues

available

1 The challenge of les-
bian and gay liberation.
4 No Historic Compro-
mise with Imperialism.
5 Can Marxism Survive?
6 Revolution & Counter-
Revolution In Nicaragua.
/ Asian War on the Hovi-
zon?
Send 50p each copy to
Socialist Outiook, PO Box
1109, London, N4 2UU.

Half-price bundles

Many Socialist Outlook
readers will be interested
in carrying forward the
discussions reflected in
theory+practice by taking
copies to seil.

Bundles in multiples of
10 carry a 50 per cent dis-
count.
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Pulp Fiction directed

by Quentin Tarantino

Reviewed by

Steve Smith

VISCERAL and searing, but
hip and hilarious, the bril-
liance of Quentin Taran-
tino’s work can't be denied.

1t has transformed him from

- an unknown pop cultural
train spotter into the
world’s most talked about
film director.

His second film Pulp Fiction

~ has just opened to a
chorus of critical hype.
This will soon be
multiplied by the re-
lease of Oliver Stone’s

Natural Born Killers, -

which Tarantino

scripted. His Reservoir

Dogs debut is still run-

ning after the censors
refused to release it on

video.

Pulp Fiction is set in
the director’s favourite
world of the LA under-
class. It telis two jum-
bled-up stories of three
characters and their iife
of criminality.

- Samuel L. Jackson and John
Travolta play two hired killers
. working for a domineering
gangster godfather. Through

the course of a number of as-
sassinations they come to dif-
fering conclusions about their
lives and the worid.

In the second plot line Bruce
Willis is a boxer hired by the
godfather to take a dive. in-
stead he double crosses his
boss to pull off a betting coup
~of his own. His evasion of retri-

bution gives the film its dra-
matic conclusion.
Tarantino had a lot of expec-
tations to fulfil with Pulp Fic-
tion. Many (including me)
shared the view that his Reser-
voir Dogs was the finest film to
be made since the heyday of
- Scorsese and Coppola more
“than a decade ago.

He has not let us down. It's
a fine film. But there are seri-
ous limitations to his aesthetic
vision which could spell

~ SOCIALIST GUTLOOK No.71, 3 November 1994, Page 11 |
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trouble for him when he tries
to broaden his horizons be-
yond cops and robbers.

Pop Culture

If Tarantino champions any-
thing at all, it is a view that pop
culture has so taken over our
lives that it is impossible to live
outside its influence.

Our most basic interpreta-
tions are formed by it. Marxists
should agree with him here —
we need to engage with pop
culture at every level, soap op-

What am | doing here? Uma Thurman fmds hetself in a world of
misogyny homophobia and racism

eras, blockb.uster films, popu-
lar fiction, sport, pop music:

everything.

This isﬁ,.the‘.cult'ure of the

Die on your feet — or live

“Geronimo: An
American Legend
Directed by Walter Hill

~ By David Thomas

FIRST, an admission. I
love films about the
American west.

The recent spate of films —
Dances with Wolves, Unfor-
given, Wyatt Earp — has been
a pleasure. Unfashionable in
the 1970’s, the “western”
reached its nadir with the fi-
~ nancially disastrous Heaven’s
Gate. Thankfully it has now
been rehabilitated.
- Geronimo is by any stand-

ards a very fine piece of work.
It presents a searing indict-
ment of the genocidal policy
toward native American peo-
ple.

Removed from their land

the. Chiricahua Apache were
forced to live on the San Car-

los reservation. Anyone leav-
ing was hunted down. Tradi-

tional religions were destroyed.
Holy men were seen as par-

ticularly seditious. Their at-
tempts to raise spirits were
often a call for opposition to
the authorities. =

- Those familiar with the ban-
tustan system in South Africa

~ will recognise this description

by Briton Davis, a lieutenant
in the U.S. Army: “San Carlos
won unanimously our designa-
tion of it as ‘Hell’s Forty
Acres’...it was almost continu-
ously dry, hot, dust and gravel
laden. Winds swept the plain,
denuding 1t of every vestige of
vegetation”.

Fighting back

Geronimo fought back. His
actions were reminiscent of
- LaPasionaria’s words
during the Spanish Civil War
— “It is better to die on your
feet than to live on your
- knees”. '
He frequently asks those

Apache who Jomed the U.S.
army as scouts “where is your
heart?” - |
The film is strongest in deal-
ing with the resistance of the

 Apache. Director Walter Hill

skilfully demonstrates that the
violence of the Chiricahua is

not indiscriminate but the re-

sult of years of oppression.

‘Murder

In a particularly moving
scene Geronimo (Wes Studi)
explams that after the murder
of his wife and children by
Mexican troops “I stood

~ hardly. lmomng what to do...I

could not ¢all back my loved

ones, Icoutﬂ not brlng back

" the dead Apaches but I could
rejoice ;n fﬁmge
~ In August 1886 Geronimo

.,?sﬁnally hadid Surrender Many
of his sup
ouslyl. -

portcrs were seri-

The state would only accept

.uncondltlonal surrender.

Geronimo: and his followers
were ex11ed to Flonda and
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masses, however heavily ideo-
logically mediated it may be
through the fiction factories of
capitalism.

It is wrong to disregard its
effects as “false conscious-
ness”. The lack of any substan-
tial contemporary Marxist body
of theory on popular culture is
a result of our current minority
position among the working
ciass.

Drowning

But Tarantino doesn’t just
immerse himseif in popular cul-
ture — he drowns in it. He
doesn’t write about the real
world as it is lived, but as his
own creations experience it
through TVivideo fantasy.

His scenarios are the result
of his cannibalistic appetite for
post-war pop culture — this is
expressed in the form of an
electrically charged pastiche of
the highest order.

Brilliantly funny dialogue
and wonderfully exaggerated
characters are the outcome.

- But because he takes no

stance of his own on it all there
can be no meaning to his lurid

reproductions.

Violence

Tarantino’s films are also
noteworthy because they run

Getbng off ms knees. Gerommo in 1884

gave up their homeland to the
government. The promise of
return within two years was
broken.

The removal of the Apache
to Florida 1s haunting. In a

scene reminiscent of the Holo-
caust the Chiricahua are
crammed on to a train for the
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“Jimmy
Hill’s on telly
again”.
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straight into i) the British moral

~panic about screen violence,

- ing to scream..

and ii) the language-centred
PC obsession of the intelligent-
sia on both sades of the Atlan-
tic.

His films are wolent Of this
there is no doubt. But to sug-
gest that they lead to violence
IS quite another matter.

The ethical centre of Reser-
voir Dogs is very firm. Its vio-
lence is shown to have
appalling consequences.

In Pulp Fictionthings start to
get gratuitous — someone’s
head is blown off just for the
sake of an extended jokey
scene about the difficulties of
cleaning skull tissue off car up-
holstery. This moral atrophy is
a shame.

Taranting’s characters exist
in a sub-culture of misogyny,
homophobia and racism.

His method is to satirise
these prejudices in a highiy in-
telligent manner without
clearly signposting his opposi-
tion. This allows (problemati-
cally) his audience to interpret
the content as they please.

But this doesn’t mean the
opposition is not there: the lan-
guage of the sub-cuiture is
evoked by Tarantino to humili-
ate and expose the contradic-

tions of its users, not as
justification or encouragement.
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journey soutn.
Thus 1s an inspiring and
moving film. I would com-
mend it to everyone.
One caveat: if I have to go
to yet another film with a
score by Ry Cooder I am go-
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Russian workers march

»

ORLD OUTLOOK

THREE MILLION
Russian workers
marched in towns and
cities across the

- country on October 27

to protest at growing
poverty, unemployment

and economic collapse.
The attempt by Presi-

dent Boris Yeltsin and his

government to force

through market-styie re-
forms amid the wreckage

of the old, paralysed sta-
linist command economy,

has brought predictable disas-
ter. ’ -

One Russian enterprise in
five is now bankrupt, with up
to 12 miilion unemployed as
the collapse continues.

Tens of millions of workers
are owed months of unpaid
wages. The latest tally shows
that government enterprises
owed workers a massive 4.2

By K. Govindan

A WAVE of repression has
been unleashed by Indone-
sia’s military and civilian
authorities against those
critical of President Suharto.

Tempo, Editor and DeTik,
three popular news magazines
with a combined circulation of
more than 500,000, had their
permits revoked in June — an
action equivalent to a ban.

The press has always been
subject to state control and cen-
sorship. There are unwritten
guidelines that reports critical of
the President his family and the
military are taboo.

Bolder journalists have tried
to take advantage of a declared
policy of “openness” that toler-
ates some muted discussion of
government. This shift in the
late 1980s was prompted by de-
mands from the growing middle
classes for political breathing
space.

Fragile

The fragility of this arrange-
ment has been underlined by the
swift response to revelations in
Tempo of an arms deal made by
the Suharto protégé BJ Habbie
with the German government.

The demonstrations which
followed were violently dis-
persed by police and special
military units.

Meanwhile the trial of four
key activists of the illegal Indo-
nesian Labour Prosperity Uniton
continues. They are charged
with involvement 1n labour or-
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trillion roubles {about £1 bil-
lion) by October, with the debt
rapidly increasing.

Some workers are still
owed wages from the spring,
while others are being paid in
goods such as carpets or
cloth for lack of hard cash, as
the economy slides downhiil
into chaos.

The October 27 protests

ganisation and orchestrating the -

protests that took place in the
industrial city of Medan in
April.

There have been numerous
stoppages and protests by work-
ers to mark their solidarity with
the detained activists in spite of
the risks they face — ranging
from dismissal to arrest and tor-
ture by the military.

The government 1s now
threatening draccnian controls
on Non-Governmental Organi-
sations.

Focus

These have become a thornin
the government’s side, and a fo-
cus for dissidents who despair
of Suharto’s kept oppositional
parties.

Through their publications,

~seminars and activism the
NGOs have highlighted human

Right on queue: Yeltsin's reforms

’:::.;. ""l
Catel etet s
Peard :5

have faréed up prices

were co-ordinated by the Fed-
eration of Independent Trade
Unions, which claims 59 mil-
lion members among the 66
million Russian workforce.

It coincided with a ‘no con-
fidence’ motion in the Rus-
sian parliament moved by
Communist and nationalist
deputies against Yelisin’s
Prime Minister Viktor Cher-

Indonesia steps
repression

rights, environmental issues,
women’s rights and matters of
social justice.

They have been vocal critics

of the state, and, through their
international contacts, have
provided an important source of
information elsewhere on strug-
gles within Indonesia.
- Under adraft decree an NGO
will be illegal if involved 1n ac-
tivities which threaten “public
security and order” or receive
“foreign assistance without
prior approval of the central
government”.

The decree extends this to
anything which can be deemed
“of a damaging nature to the
state or national interests™.

While small circles of activ-
ists try to develop genuinely al-
ternative political formations
the working class and rural poor
continue the battle for survival.

nomyrdin. The motion won a
hefty majority, but feli short
of the absolute majority

For Russian workers, nei-

' ther a nostalgic turn back to

the ‘good old days’ of ossi-
fied, repressive stalinist rule,
nor the illusory promises of
‘modernisers’ to leap into a
free-market capitalism offers
any solution. | |
~In the unions a fight for
workers’ control of produc-
tion, of planning and of the

- economy as 2 whole offers
the only real alternative to the

reactionary poiicies of Yeltsin
and the equally reactionary
grasping of the oid Commu-
nists seeking to recapture
their lost power and privilege.

'Russian Left

faces the future

by Boris Kagarlitsky

MOSCOW — Despite a great
deal of work the non-commu-
nist left has so far failed to
establish a mass political or-

ganisation. |

This is despite very favourable
conditions. The government’s
neo-liberal policies have impov-
erished millions. There is a mas-
sive rise in anti-capitalist
sentiment.

The Communist Party has -

shown itself incapable of taking
advantage of the disillusionment.

-~ As well as failing to carry through

any serious internal reforms it
has resorted to nationalist rheto-
ric in favour of “national capital”.

The new left has to fill this vac-

uum. |
In response the Federation of

Independent Trade Unions of

Russia (FNPR) has grown quite
radical in words, but lethargic in
its actions. The bureaucratic
leadership has done nothing to
build the Party of Labour despite
its formal support and has stifled
ail initiative.

The complacency in the FNPR

have been opposed by the United

Social Democrats, and by many
of the Party of Labour’s activists

Opposing
Indonesian
repression:
Melbourne
solidarity
with East
Timor as
part of a
recent
Australian
Day of
Action

— the best of whom have had to -

leave their posts in the federa-
tion. |

A big division between leftand
right has also opened up in the
Social Democratic Party of Rus-
sia, which works mostly in the
alternative trade unions. The
right wing under Anatoly Golov is
looking towards a unification
with the “democratic centre”.

A similar process is occurring
in the Socialist Party of Workers.

Not ripe

It now argues that conditions
in Russia have “not yet ripened
for real left politics”, and is stak-
ing its future on sectors of the
state and managerial apparatus
dissatisfied with Yeltsin.

in these circumstances new
attempts to achieve unification
from above can only make mat-
ters worse, since the program-
matic basis for unifying the new
left movement remains unclear.

While the leaders of the tradi-
tional trade unions show nothing

but caution the rapid growth of
the Spring 1994 strike move-
ment shows how much the situ-
ation Is changing.

This is why both the Party of
Labour and the United Social

Democrats are trying to shift

from operating through leader-
ship structures to “solidarity

from below”.

It is on this basis that a new
left movement in Russia has to
be created.

A unification meeting IS now
due to take place on 26 Novem-
ber. The main aim will not be to
establish a joint political organi-
sation — a goal that must be
addressed primarily by the Party
of Labour and the United Social
Democrats — so much as to lay

the foundations for a mass

movement “from below”.

The future cf the left move-
ment in Russia now depends on
worker and trade union activists.
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alestine:
Hamas

- grows as
left falls

by Roland Rance

DURING his recent visit to
Israel, Bill Clinton reaf-

firmed the eternal US sup-

port for Israel. He also
promised to maintain current
levels of US aid military and
economic aid, which has
now reached $3.,000 million
a year.

This is evidence, for any who
needed it, that Isracl remains the

USA’s prime strategic asset in .

the Middle East.

It seems likely that Clinton’s
visit to Damascus, the first by a
US president for 20 years, will
succeed in its aim of bringing
Syria into negotiatons — thus
scoring a much-needed foreign
policy triumph on the eve of

“critical congressional and sen-
ate elections.

Treaties

Following the agreements
with Egypt, Jordan and the
PLO, this wouid fulfil Israel’s

long-standing goal of signing
‘peace’ treaties on its own terms
with the other Middle East re-
gimes.

Israel’s agreement with the
PLO, and the signing of the
Declaration of Principles, have
effectively co-opted the PLO to

' By Aidan Day

One hundred Kurds have
gone on hunger strike in pro-
test at Britain's jailing of
Kurdish Workers Party leader
Kani Yilmaz. A further 89
non-Kurdish inmates at
Rochester, where he is being
held, have gone on hunger
strike in solidarity and ap-
pointed Yilmaz as their

spokespersan.

The Home Cffice has given in
to pressure from Turkey and
jailed him on the grounds of “na-
~tional security”. This deprives
detainees of rights of appeal and
protest.
~ The reasons behind this are
not hard to see — as well as
being a big buyer of western
arms Turkey is a Key strategic
asset in the middlie east. The
west wants to integrate it into its
plans for the region. Stopping
~dissidents speaking in Britain is

a supportive role in the policing
of the occupied territories.

This reflects the bankruptcy
of the PLO’s strategy, devel-
oped since the early 1970’s, of
attempting to integrate itself
into the existing Middle East
framework, and renouncing any
revolutionary ideas or proposals
which might threaten this
framework.

Secular left

The Palestinian secular left -
the Communist Party, the
Democratic Front and the Popu-
lar Front - failed to develop an
alternative strategy and con-
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tinue to make pragmatic com-
promises with Arafat’s Fatah,
the dominant force in the PLO.
This has ensured that the only
consistent, militant opposition
to the PLO’s compromise with
Zionism and occupation has
been that of the Islamic funda-
mentalists, notably Hamas.
The continuing Hamas at-
tacks in southern Lebanon, in
the occupied territories, and in

the heart of Israel itself, show

that agreements which explic-
itly ignore the central issue of
the conflict — the dispossession
of the Palestinian people and the
carve-up of their land in 1948 —
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part of the deal.
This comes in the same week

~ that Turkey is investigated for

human rights violations.

Human rights

The turopean GCommission of
Human Rights has agreed 1o in-
vestigate how 17 year old Devrin
Berktay was thrown by police off
a fourth floor balcony. In another
case trade union activist Nebata-
hat Akkoc claims her husband
was Killed by security forces and
that she was subjecied to severe
torture at Diyarbakar police sta-
tion.

The Commission is to investi-
gate six cases of indiscriminate
killings, murder, disappearances
and torture.

These are just the tip of the
iceberg.

The Turkish government is
pursuing a brutal policy of death

“and destruction directed at Kurd-

ish areas which includes the
burning of vitiages and the expul-
sion of their inhabitants. The

A deal ihal has gone harﬁbly wrong: PLO’s Yassir Arafat

army has killed 300,000 people
in its drive to eliminate opposi-
tion in the southeast of the coun-
try.

This barbaric war has a par-
ticularly ghastly reality for Kurd-
ish women. The destruction of
villages and forced displacement
effects their lives most painfuily
and enduringly. During military

operations women are stripped

naked and raped in front of family
members and men. Arrested
women and injured women guer-
rillas are tortured, raped and
often murdered.

Kurdish refugees have to live
in insanitary internment camps
with minimal or absent medical
provision. Dozens of children die
every day from preventable dis-
eases.

The war is part of the govern-

ment’s final solution to the Kurd--

ish question —the elimination of
all linguistic and cultural diver-
sity for the sake of a spurious
“national” Turkish homogeneity.

This necessitates crushing all

have no chance of success.

They merely serve to tie the
various regimes together,
against the masses of the region,
in the service of impenalist con-
trol of its resources.

The growth of Hamas resem-
bles that of the PLOitself during
the 1960’s and 70’s. At that

- time, Israel was trying to rein-

force the traditional tribal lead-
ers, and the PLO represented a
radical break with these conser-

- vattve forces.

Through a combination of
confrontations with the Israch
army in the occupied territories,
attacks on civilians inside Israel,
and dramatic ‘terrorist’ acts
around the world, the PLO es-
tablished itself as the authentic
voice of the Palestinian people.

When the supremacy of the
PLO in the occupted territories
had become clear Israel aban-
doned 1ts original allies and be-
gan to sponsor Islamic groups

- against the PLO. These groups

were the forerunners of Hamas,
which was not banned by Israel
unttl long after the outbreak of
the Intifada.

Worse conditions

- Hamas continues to grow
with the realisation that the
agreement 1s worsening the al-
ready appalling conditions of
the Palestinian masses.

opposition. Hence the forced

closure of the pro-Kurdish news-

paper OzgirGtindemand the im-
prisonment and murder of its
staff.

The recent treason charges

. against eight Kurdish members

of pariilament is further example
of the repressive nature of the
regime. The eight are threatened
with the death penalty for the
crime of using the Kurdish lan-
guage in a public meeting and
suggesting that there is such a

. thing as a Kurdish people.

Elections

As was revealed in the March
27 municipal elections, the main
parties have nothing to offer the
Kurds but further repression. A
poster of one of the big bour-
geois parties declared “each vote
for the DYP is a2 bullet against the
PKK”. |

The rise of Turkish national-
ism in reaction to the Kurdish
resistance has allowed the rignt
to maintain its rule despite the

Gaza 1s, in effect, the world’s
largest concentration camp.

Close to one million people
are crowded into a small area,
devoid of natural resources,
with no industry, little agricul-
ture, and virtually no source of
Income. |

Most of the population are
refugees, ethnically cleansed
from their homes to make way
for the establishment of Israel in
1948. They live in sprawling
refugee camps, dependent on
international charity for their

continued existence.

Until April 1993, about
100,000 Gazans - breadwinners
for some three-quarters of the
entire population - were em-
ployed in Israel. Latest figures
indicate that only about 9000
are now permitted to work in
Israel. Over 90% of the popula-
tion is totally destitute.

With the PLO’s betrayal, and
the failure of the secular left, it
is no surprise that Islamic
groups are thriving. Even these,
however, show signs of willing-
ness to compromise with the Is-
raeli authorities in order to
achieve some measure of social

control.
The main victims of such an
agreement would be Palestini-

ans themselves - women, non-

Muslims, secularists and the
left.

packs the dirty war in

extreme fragmentation of bour-
geois politics following the 1980
coup. This explains why the
semi-fascist National Action
Party was able to double its vote
to eight per cent. Ail the right-
wing groupings empioy chau-
vinist anti-Kurd propaganda.
Just when the austerity pro-
gramme of radical restructuring
needs a strong leadership the
rule of the bourgeoisie shows
increasing signs of weakness.
The adopted austerity pro-
gramme méans mass privatisa-

tion, the closure of firms deemed

unprofitable, tax reform, price
rises of up to 100% and a semi-
freeze on salaries. These may

well provoke mass social revolt.

When first mooted Turk-is, the
main trade union federation,
threatened to cali a general
strike.

How long this brutal regime
can hold out depends a great
deal on how much longer the
west is prepared to keep pouring
In the weaponry of repression.

Fighting for faod hand-outs in Jordan: Mid-East settlement has solved no real problems of Pz!estinians
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New campalgns agamst racist detentlon centres

Campsfiel

d campaigners

step up the flght

By Harly Sloan

TWO NEW campaigns
against the Tory govern-
ment’s imprisonment of asy-
lum-seeking refugees have
been set up to run alongside
the fight for closure of the
Campsﬁeld House immigra-

tion prison, near Oxford.

n Portsmouth, the Hasiar Im-
migration Centre Campaign has
been launched, with sponsor-
ship from the local Trades Coun-
cil. 1t is planning a public
meeting for December 8.

“And in Hull, the Trades Coun-
cil-has also played a central role

In the establishment of the new
Asylum Seekers Support Group,
which will cover prisons in Huil,

Lincoln and The Wolds.

The Campsfield campaign it-
self is planning to step up and
reach out for support, with a Day
School and a March to London
to deliver the petition for the clo-

“sure of the centre and an end to

the detention of refugees.

These follow two recent local
demonstrations, the September
30 ‘'Sing Down Campsfield”
“eventand a joint October 29 pro-
-test against Campsfield and the

Cnmmai Justice Bill.

 The Day School, to be hel?‘un

Oxford on Sunday November 13,
will feature Steve Cohen of the
Greater Manchester Immigra-
tion Aid Unit, who has just pub-
lished a pamphlet opposing
immigration controls, and Char-
les Kukwikila of the Zairean refu-
gees Association, COREZAG.
The first anniversary of the

- opening of Campsfield will be
“marked by a November 26 “

year too long’ demonstration.

And four days later, marchers
will set out from Oxford to Lon-

Haﬁn&nd&ivoﬂh De!énlibn Cenire Will be visited by Campsfield marchers

don, holding meetings and so-
cials on the way.

On Saturday December 3, this
will include a noon demonstra-
tion outside the Harmondsworth
Immigration DetennonCentre In
West London, and: an: evening

~social hosted by the. Southall

Monltoﬂng Group:atthe Domin-
ion Centre, Green:Road.

On Sunday: December4 there
will be an 11am: march ‘with
floats and drummiers:from: Put-
ney Bridge along the ngs

Road to a 1pm rally in Whitehall.

B Portsmouth campaign,
contact Chris Richards, 0705-
698435.

B Hull campaign, ring Guy
Chaverton, 0408-898775.

B Campsfield Campaign, ring
0865-724452, 726804, 722357.

B Day School: November
13, 10am-5pm, at East Oxford
Commumty. Centre, Princes St,
oft Cowley Rd.

Paul Clarke Reviews
Channel 4’s October
21 Dispatches on the
BNP and Combat 18.

THE DAY Channel 4’s
programme on the neo-
Natzi terror group
Combat 18 went out, a 17-
yvear old East End white
thug, Nicky Fuller, was
released after six months
in jail for his partin a
horrific attack on an 18-
year old Bangladeshi.

Student Mukhta Ahmed
was one of five Bangladeshis
chased through Bethnal
Green. Cornered alone in a
dead-end, his face was kicked
to a pulp. |

S0 severe were his injuries

that his scalp became de-
tached from his skull.

Disorder

Fuller was bizarrely con-
victed only of violent disor-
der, carrying a maximum
sentence of only 12 moniths.

Only one other member of
the white gang has been
found. Mukhta Ahmed wili
bear horrific scars for the rest

~of his Iite. Others have died in

= e .
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Brownshirts

......

the mounting tide of racist vio-
lence since the beginning of

~ the 1980s.

But as Dispatches showed

“the attitude of the Home Of-

fice towards the organisers
and inspirers of much of this
violence, the British National
Party and their Brownshirt
flankguards Combat {8, is one
of studied inaction.

Dispatches concentrated on
exposing the lie that Combat
18 has been “proscribed” by
BNP leader John Tyndall,
showing film evidence that
Combat 18 activists act as per-
sonal secunty guards for Tyn-
dall himself.

Whatever the relations be-
tween C18 and the BNP, the
BNP itself organises and in-
spires street violence. Deputy

The scum always ﬂoats to the top

fuhrer Richard Edmonds and
former Millwall councillor
Derek Beackon — an old Nazi
who started his career with
Moseley — are just two of the
most prominent with recent
convictions for violence.
Relations between Combat
18 and the BNP leadership
have been strained over the
last two years, but not because
the BNP disowns racist vio-
lence and terror against left-
wingers. |

Attacks

Cembat 18 leader Charlie
“Ginger Pig” Sargeant or-
dered a series of attacks
agamnst BNP leaders thought
to have “grassed up” C18 ac-
tivists under police guestion-

ing.
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Those attacked by C18 in-
cluded Tony Lecomber,
famed “mad bomber” of the
BNP, done in the 1980s for
trying to blow up the Workers
Revolutionary Party in |
Clapham.

Lecomber has other convic-
tions for violence, but all this
is par for the course in the
Nazi underworld; sterling serv-
ice against the blacks and reds

“doesn’t save you from your

comrades!
The BNP recently took the

initiative to smooth over the
differences in the “nationalist
movement’’.

Combat 18 however is a
particular problem because of
its targeting of victims and at-
tacks on homes. This has led
to people having to abandon
their jobs and even move
towns.

Yorkshire

Their terror 1s particularly
widespread in Yorkshire.

Combat 18 also plays a very
special role for the {ascists in

organising football hooligans,

and in the Blood and Honour
Naz1 rock movement.

The key group of football
thugs which acts as C18’s or-
canising centre is the “Chel-
sea Headhunters”.

Dispatches revealed the

Brltaln
tops =0
 list of
shame

}DEP.O-RT_A;T;IONS fram
Britain are running ‘out
of contrel’, warns the
Joint Council-for the

Weltate of Immlgrants
-This yeaf s figure isset
to reach.a record 6,000, far
hlgher than other European
‘countries?; " - g
- The harassment of immi-
grants is: alSu pmdurmg a
growing tt}ll Bt mlsery and
deaths.:
~ Last year Jov Gardner
-was kilfed while being forc-
thly detamed and rore re-
cently anather victim fell
froma wmdew in north
-London

ngerlan

On (}ctober 24 Joseph
Nnalue, thought to be a Ni-
gerian, also tell from a

third floor window, while

- Home Office investigators
visited his home in
Clapham. He leaves a preg-
nant wife and two children.

The Home Office said
they were foliowing un a
tin-off.

Chillingiy. in the after-
math of Joseph s tragic
death, they went on to
claim that

“Immigration staff only
visit a private address after
careful plannmg and re-
search.

frightening extent of the Nazi
network among the football
gangs; peopie who beat the
hell out of one another on a
winter Saturday, but unite

B against Troops Out marches

and foreign fans.,

Arms deals

Another aspect of the
BNP’s dark underworld ex-
posed by the programme is
the activity of a simister char-
acter called Eddie Whicker —
well known to anti-fascist ac-
tivists — in supplying arms to
Loyalist paramilitaries.
Whicker hardly bothers to
deny it, but of course has
never been prosecuted.

Those with an experience
in anti-fascist campaigning
will not have been surprised
by any of the programmes
revelations. Fascist violence,
and C18 in particular, are no
longer a marginal problem

- which the left can ignore.

Terror tactics against the
left, although deeply frighten-
ing for the victims, are small
in scale compared with ra(:1st
violence.

Self-defence of the black
communities, actively sup-
ported by the wider labour
movement, must be matched
by concerted efforts todeal
with the C18 thugs.
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~ Fri4 -
Build the Peace In lreland!
public meeting 7.30pm
Camden Irish Centre, 52
L Camden Square NW1 with
% ~ Tony Benn MP, Liz Curtis,

Gerry O’Hara and Margaret
Caraher £1/£2.

‘ sun9
| Women, Equality and Com-
| ‘munity Jewish Socialists’
Group national dayschool
10am - 5pm Caxton House
129 St John's Way Archway
London N19 Tickets £10/£7
from JSG BM 3725, Lon-
~don, WCIN3XX.

fsat12"v .
INTERNATIONAL Day Of -

* Protest to remember 1991
Santa Cruz massacre in In-
‘donesia 12 noon to 1 pm in-
‘donesian Embassy

1 e M b

Grosvenor Square W1 de-
‘tails CAAT 0171 281 0207

SEMINAR - The life and re-
sistance of Kurdish women
1pm - 5pm SOAS Thorn-
haugh Street WC1H details
0181 347 6095 or 0171 586
5892

LIBERATION! student sup-
porters meeting 10am -
1pm central London

Sunday 13

Conference against racist

immigration controls Called

by Close Down Campsfield
Campaign. 9.30am -
4.15pm East Oxford Com-
munity Centre. (0865)
724452,

LIBERATION! committee

‘'meeting 11am - 5pm Lon-

don

Saturday 19

BIRMINGHAM Community
Conference in defence of
public sector jobs and serv-
ices. 10.30-4.30 The Union

Club, 723 Pershore Rd,

Selly Park. Details 021-
451-2555
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Sat 26

Ireland: the politics of peace
Troops Out Movement con-

ference with Micheal Mac-
- Donnacha, editor An
Phoblacht, Mary Nellis, Sinn

Fein, and Louise Purbrick,
Troops Out Movement.
10am-5.30pm ULU Malet
Street WC1 £12/£6

Noon demonstration at
CAMPSFIELD details 0865
726804

MANCHESTER Martyrs rally |
- Longsight Library Manches-

ter 2pm

Sun 27

After the Irish Ceasefire
What Next? with Mary Nel-
lis, Sinn Fein councillor,
Halkevi Community Centre
92-100 Stoke Newington

‘Road, London N16

Tues 29

Welfare State Network
LOBBY OF PARLIAMENT
meet 1.30pm by lobby gate

MARCH to London, to mark
one year of Campsfield im-
migration prison, starts in
Oxford. |

DECEMBER

Tuesday 1

MARCH to London, to mark
one year of Campsfield im-
migration prison, starts in
Oxford. |

here We

Wednesday 2

MARCH to London, to mark
one year of Campsfield im-
migration prison, in
Slough.

Thursday 3

- MARCH to London,}p mark

one year of Campsfield im-
migration prison, arrives at
Harmondsworth Immigra-

tion Detention Centre and

Southall. -

Friday 4

MARCH to London, to mark
one year of Gampsfield im-
migration prison, arrives
at Westminster.

Sat 10

LIBERATION! committes
11am - 5pm Birmingham

Sun 11

LIBERATION! meeting

11am - 5pm Birmingham

ADVERTS

LIBERATION! - the winter

1994 special anti-racist is-
sue of the new revolution-
ary and internationalist

~youth newspaper is avail-

able, for two first class
stamps, from Liberation!,
PO Box 1109, London N4
2UU.

SOUTH AFRICA - which
road to fre,edom? book by

Neville Alexander. Send
£7.95 cheque payable to
‘Liberation Publishing
Association’ to PO Box
1109, London N4 2UU.

FOLK music cassette by

songwriter Pauline Bradley.

Send £5 cheque payable to
‘Bob Smith Memorial Fund’
to PO Box 1109, London N4
2UU. .

HEAR Ernest Mandel
speak! tape available -
Mandel on fascism —send
£6.00 cheque/PO payable
to ‘Bob Smith Memorial
Fund’ to PO Box 1109, Lon-
don N4 2UU. Coming soon
-‘Malcolm X speaks’,
‘Mandel on the Popular
Front’.

Sylvia .
Bolgar

Sylvia Bolgar, an NUT
activist and for many
years Secretary of Cam-
den Trades Council, has

died aged 70.
After a lifetime of com-
mitment to the workers’

movement, which included
her prominent role in the
local Miners Support

| Group in 1984-5 and the

Camden Stop the Poll Tax
campaign, she will be
greatly missed.

Donations are invited to
the Sylvia Bolgar Fighting
Fund, c/o Camden TUSU.

213 Eversholt St, London
NW1.

and

Facing mass unemployment, ram-

pant employers equipped with sav-
age anti-union laws, and a war on
hard-won education, health and
welfare services, the working
class in Britain faces a real crisis
— an avoidable crisis created by
the historic failure of its official

leadership.

Socialist Outlook exists to fight for a
new type of working class leadership,
based on the politics of class struggle
and revolutionary socialism, to tackle
this crisis.

The capitalist class, driven and politi-
cally united by its own crisis, its require-
ment to maximise profits at the expense
of the workers, has been given deter-
mined, vanguard leadership by a brutal
class-war Tory high command.

The Tory strategy has been to shackle
the unions with legislation, and to frag-
ment and weaken the resistance of the

working class and oppressed, allowing

them to pick off isolated sections one at
a time, using the full powers of the state.

It response, most TUC and Labour
leaders have embraced the defeatist poli-
tics of ‘new realism’, effectively pro-
claiming total surrender on every front,
while ditching any pretence that they of-
fer a socialist alternative. Every retreat

and concession they have made to the

employers and the government has sim-
oly fuelled and encouraged the offensive
against jobs, wages, conditions and un-

ion rights. S
New realism is the latest form taken by
the politics of reformism, seeking no
more than improved conditions within
the framework of capitalist rule. -
Socialist Outlook rejects reformism,

not because we are against fighting for

reforms, but because we know that the
needs of the working class — for full
employment, decent living standards, a

- clean environment, peace and democ-

racy — can never be achieved under capi-
talism. |

Nor, as we argued long before the
collapse of Stalinism, could these de-
mands ever be achieved under the bu-
reaucratically deformed workers states
and degenerated USSR, whose regimes
survived only by repressing their own
working class. |

We are a marxistcurrent, based noton
the brutish totalitarian parodies of state
marxism, nor on the tame, toothless ver-
sion of ‘marxism’ beloved by armchair
academics, but the revolutionary tradi-
tion of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky.

Our socialist alternative is not based
on parliamentary elections or illusions of
peaceful legislative change. We fight to
mobilise and unieash the power of the
working class — the overwhelming ma-
jority of society — to topple the corrupt

and reactionary rule of capital and estab-

lish its own class rule. |

We struggle against fragmentation by

building solidarity, working to link and
unite the various struggles of workers,
the unemployed, of women, of pension-

ers, of the black communities and ethnic
minorities, of lesbians and gay men, of
- students, of youth — and of those fighting
 imperialism in Ireland and throughout
the world. Socialist Outlook is above all
" an internationalist current, in solidarity

with the Trotskyist Fourth International,

which organises co-thinkers in 40 coun-

tries world-wide.

Sectarianism

Unlike some' other groupings on the

British left, we do not believe a mass

revolutionary party can be built simply by

proclaiming ourselves to be one. Too
often this degenerates into sectarian pos-
turing and abstention from the actual
struggle taking shape within the labour

movement, playing into the hands of the -

right wing. |
Nor do we believe that the demands of

" women, black people, lesbians and gays
‘or the national demands of people In

Scotland and Wales should be left to
await the outcome of a socialist revolu-
tion. The oppressed must organise them-
selves and fight now around their own

for socialism. -
~ But propaganda alone, however good,

deménds, whichare apartofthe strugglé

-will not bring socialism. The fight for

policies which can mobilise and politi-
cally educate workers in struggle, must

be taken into the unions, the Labour

Party and every campaign and struggle
in which workers and the oppressed fight

for their rights.
To strengthen this fight we press for

-united front campaigns on key issues

such as fighting racism and fascism —in
which various left currents can work to-
gether for common objectives while re-
maining free to debate their differences.

If you agree with what you see in
Socialist Outlook, and want to join
with us in the struggle for social-
ism, readers’ groups meet in
towns across the country. Contact
us now, get organised, and get ac-
tive!
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By Simon Deville

THE DEMONSTRATION

. called by NUS for Wednes-

- day 9 November could mark
~ an important step forward

- for student activists.

It should be built upon in
every college — not just as an
end in itself but as a means to
building a mass democratic
campaign against student pov-
erly involving wide layers of
students.

Last year the National Union
of Students organised its first
.- national demonstration against

- cuts in grants and student pov-
erly for years. This was a result
- of growing pressure from

- within colleges.

The student left had man-
aged to organise a demonstra-
tion of 10,000 students despite
opposition from the National
Union — members of the Na-
tional Executive even phoned
- and faxed student unions to per-
suade them not to take part.

The union leadership has
heen following a “don’t rock
the boat” policy, in the naive
assumption that demobilising
student militancy and concen-
trating on taking Tory MPs out
for dinner will convince the gov-
ernment not to cut grants or at-
tack student unions.

. The complete failure of this
policy has become hlatantly ob-
vious with the 30 per cent cut
- in grants, further cuts in resour-
cing and increased pressure for
larger intakes of students.

I NUS is to really fight for
the interests of students a com-
. plete break is needed from the

''''''''''

.........

g

10,000 students joined unofficial demonstration in February

strategy of backroom deals
with right wing MPs.

This can only come about
through active campaigning
within colleges.

Activist groups must be
built, together with local mobili-
sations and occupations wher-
ever possible, linking up with.

struggles in other colleges.

‘It is not just education that is

under attack at present hut
many other welfare rights and
provisions. The government is
attempting to resolve the crisis
by rolling back all the gains
made through working class
struggles this century.

By Steve Hall

THE FIRST STEP towards a

new regional liaison com-
mittee uniting trade union,

“labour and campaign activ-

ists was taken last month in

Manchester.
The Build the Fightback

Conference brought together
over 60 leading activists from

nine trades councils, North
‘West NATFHE, the Socialist

Campaign Group Supporters’

Network and organisations as

diverse as Big Issue, NAGSA,
Lancashire WAPC the NW

| Travellers Association, Man-

chester Freedom Network, the
M65 campaign, Liberty and
“the Shut Sellafield campaign.

It called for greater unity
and mutual solidarity at all lev-
els in the fight against the To-
ries and the bosses.

A liaison committee was set

up with one representative

- from each supporting organi-

sation to unite all the various
groups intc a common front
against the Criminal Justice
Act. This law will restrict eve-
ryone’s ability to fight includ-
ing trade unionists, who have

so far done little to oppose this

legislation.

. * .
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Such a bmad. based com-

- mittee will also draw in others

into action.

- Alaw is only a law if it is

enforceable. Organised defi-

-ance will make a complete

mockery of the Tory offensive.
‘The conference also pro-
posed:
e An agreement to pursue

“unity at a local level on the

basis of the experience of the
North West Miners Support
groups.
e Support for those on the
left in the Labour Party and the
Trades Unions who are fight-
ing to defend Clause Four.

e A campaign around

‘homelessness, open-cast
mining and against the privati-

sation of the Post Office, rail,
coal and civil service.
e Support for Trade Union

- News with unions and Trades

Councils | |
o To build for the Right To

Strike Conference in Birming-

ham. To campaign for full em-
ployment by amongst other
things a shorter working week,
an overtime ban, early retire-
ment and decent pensions.
~ The first meeting of the

~ North West Liaison Commit-

tee is at 1.00pm on Sunday

13 November at the Bolton

Sacialist Club.
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