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WHEN even Kenneth
Clarke says Labour is too
obsessed with cuddling up
to the City things must be

really bad.

The Labour Party leader-
ship seems determined to rip
up ever decent policy in ad-
vance of the election.

Chris Smith’s recent state-
ments are indistinguishable
from the Conservative party
front bench. “It is time to get
away” he says “from the ster-
ile battle lines between public
and private”.

So it looks like private fi-
nance initiatives will be here
to stay under a Labour govern-
ment. The battering of health,
education and housing will con-
tinue.

The media have devoted
much space to the internal ri-
valries of Brown, Mandelson,
Smith and Prescott. Tensions
do exist.

But their differences are all
about personal ambition. Not
politics.

Many supported Blair’s re-
moval of Clause 4 because
they thought it a necessary
price to pay to secure the elec-
tion of a Labour government
in order to defend schools, hos-
pitals and pensions.

The decision to abolish free
universal education shows the
direction of the party. Blair
has no regard for the lives of
working class people.

Socialist Labour
Party launch falis
flat

Editorial: page 3

India: Hindu right
forms new
government

Ivory Coast left
fights French-backed
repression

.

All the talk about commu-
nity and stakeholding is hot
air—the obsession with keep-
ing down tax means continu-
ing Tory austerity. Beveridge’s
Welfare State rests on a pro-
gressive taxation system.

The post-war settlement
was flawed in many ways. It
was necessary to fight to de-
fend welfare provision so that
benefits were index linked and
that services democratically
accountable to users and work-

Liverpool docks:

Women of the

Waterfront speak
page 5

Lahour backs Tory welfare melttdown

~

ers.

But the joint anti-welfare of-
fensive by Labour and Tories
now throws even minimal pro-
vision up in the air.

We are told that final deci-
sions have not been made on
removing child benefit from
16-18 year olds.

This cuts little ice where
constituency and trade union
involvement in real decision

making have been seriously un-

dermined.

The recent Policy Forum in
Manchester contained no genu-
ine debate.

If Blair has his way there
will be no democratic discus-
sion on the manifesto—just a
rubber stamping exercise by
plebiscite.

But there is resistance.

The Welfare State Network
organised a picket of Smith’s
surgery the week of his major
speech and held a fringe meet-
ing at the Policy Forum as part

of its weekend of action in de-
fence of the welfare state.

Single issue campaigns
against cuts and closures in
many parts of the country con-
tinue to grow.

In Scotland and Oxfordshire
action against education cuts
has been particularly buoyant.

Socialist Outlook supporters
are fully committed to playing
their part in all these activi-
ties, linking them to the battle
inside the Labour Party.
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Fighting neo-
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liberalism: Bosnia,
Mexico, Liberia

ahead
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UNISON: far left
debates the way

or Broke
Editorial: page 3

No more ‘Beef War’:
Major goes for Jingo

Manifesto for
Lesbian and gay
equality launches
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POSTAL workers

voted two-to-one in
the ballot for
industrial action
against Royal Mail’s
‘Employee Agenda’.

Despite previous talk of a
series of one-day strikes,
General Secretary Alan
Johnson’s immediate
response was to reduce the
vote to a lever in further
negotiations with
management.

Management answered
with their usual talk of how
strike action would only
endanger jobs. They called
for further talks and raised
the possibility, dismissed by
them earlier, of ensuring
that no postal workers lose
out financially from their
proposals.

Strong support for
action indicates that most
postal workers recognise
that it is not primarily
money which is at stake.
The ‘Employee Agenda’ is
about massive job losses
and destroying the union.

Management wants to
introduce ‘teamworking’
which would require postal
workers to cover all
vacancies and absences for
no extra pay. Each team
would be set a mythical
productivity figure which
could only be achieved by
working flat-out all day,

every day.

Teams would be
expected to deal with any
paper work connected with
the job in their own time. If
all targets were achieved a
monthly bonus would be
paid.

It is this issue that Royal
Mail refuses to budge on.

It took intense pressure
from the union
membership and the rest of
the CWU executive to
force Johnson to break off
previous negotiations and
go to a ballot.

The danger now is that
Johnson will do everything
possible to avoid calling
action, or call the minimum
he thinks he can get away
with, in exchange for minor
concessions from
management.

It will take more than a
ballot alone or even a
series of one-day strikes to
defeat the centre-piece of
managements’ strategy.
Postal workers need to step
up the level of organisation
at both the workplace level
and nationally within the
union to ensure the ballot
victory is built on.

The rest of the labour
movement should be
cementing links now with
CWU branches so they can
provide maximum support
when strike action takes
place.

.......

Greg Tucker, RMT Train Crew
National Secretary

EVERY month sees new parts of British
Rail being given away into private hands.
Whilst Labour continues to fudge on
what it will do in office, rail unions have
proved unwilling to combat the threat
of privatisation directly themselves.
While TSSA plays dead and ASLEF
have settled for acting as an “employ-
ment agency”, an honest broker pro-
viding a service for the new private
companies, the RMT has borne the
brunt of direct attacks on its rights to
organise. But unlike the other unions,
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it has at least tried to find ways to fight
back.

In the latest move, the RMT is pre-
paring for battle over demands by
Train Crew for proper pay and condi-
tions.

Operating companies have had up to
last weekend to respond to demands
for properly booked meal breaks for
Guards and for an | | per cent pay rise
for past productivity, standing separate
from the ordinary annual pay claim.

Progress has been made with some
of the companies over the breaks, pay
is a different matter.

We are demanding of the National
Executive that ballot papers go out ur-

gently and that we open up a campaign
of industrial action.

Our claim is clear - in recent years,
train miles worked and revenue col-
lected by each guard has soared, while
the overall wage bill has actually gone
down. At our recent RMT Train Crew
Conference, delegates from around
the country were forthright - the mem-
bership wants to see action.

Whilst we still demand of any incom-
ing Labour government that they im-
mediately renationalise our industry, it
is clear that we cannot simply wait for
such a change - the time has come to
stand and fight on our own demands.
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Welfare State

Hackney libraries

Eileen Gersh

ANTI-CUTS activists took over Hack-

ney’s Central Library over the Bank Holi-
day weekend. They used itas an organising
centre for a well-supported rally and dem-
onstration protesting against the planned
closure of half Hackney’s libraries.

The protests were organised by the

is London’s poorest borough. Its Labour
council plans to close half its libraries,
claiming that this is the only way to bring
others up to date with new technology.
‘“The Tory government’s cutting of
funds is basically responsible for this deci-
sion”’ explained WSN spokesperson Jean
Lane to a Bank Holiday rally, *‘but the
Labour council should be fighting the Tory
government not imposing its cuts.”

of each issue of Action.

groups); £3 (pensioners groups).
[ enclose (tick as appropriate):

"1 £925 affiliation
1 £3 membership
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Organisation:

nionist election ransom

David Coen

AT LEAST part of the reason why
Jjohn Major last February went along
with David Trimble’s demand for
elections in Northern lreland, apart
that is from depending on him to
keep the Tories in power if they lost
their Westminster majority, was
the need to keep the Ulster Union-
ists onside.

“lan Paisley’s Democratic Union-
ists refused and still are refusing to
talk to Sinn Fein. No Unionists: no
talks.

1882

[Source: Irish Times]

JOINTHE
WELFARE STATE NETWORK!

ﬁ AFFILIATION: £25 unions and Labour Party branches;
£10 pensioners’ and uncmployed groups. Affiliates receive 10 copies

'ﬁ' INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP: £5 (waged): £3 (students, senior
citizens, claimants). Members receive each issue of Action.

# BUNDLES of 25 copies of Action are available: £6 (unions / large

1 £10 affiliation
"1 £6 for 25 Action

donation.

------------------------------------

Send to: WSN ¢/o Camden People’s Centre, 183 Queen’s
Crescent, London NWS5 4DS.

Cheques payable to “Welfare State Network.”

From one election to the next...

Ken Loach, Melvin Bragg, Ruth Ren-
dell and other celebrities supported the
occupation. Libraries and their union,
UNISON, added to support from users,
teachers and local branches of the TGWU
and MSF unions.

The WSN is keeping library closures in
the public eye. Activists are preparing a
lobby of the Council with street stalls.

Welfare State Network (WSN). Hackney -~ Support for the libraries is helping to build

up a wider campaign against other govern-
ment attacks like benefits, pensions, edu-
cation, health and housing.

Campaigners ended the occupation
with a rally and march.

e The WSN is launching a campaign
to defend Hackney’s services. Come
to the Unity Club in Dalston Lane at
7.30pm on Saturday June 10.

1 £5 membership
] £5 for 25 Action

Total enclosed: &
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The method was not one ap-
proved by Trimble and the election
results show why — the UUP,
though still the largest party, lost
ground to Paisley’s DUP.

Any chance the British could
have used the UUP to force Paisley
to the talks on June 10 has also gone
out the window. Their only success
in outflanking the DUP and frag-
menting the Unionist bloc is the
winning of two seats each by the
Progressive Unionist Party and the
Ulster Democratic Party, linked to
the UVF and the UDA respectively.

Both are willing to join the talks,

Forum
sloctions
1808

Manifesto campaign
Network defends for equality launched

Peter Purton, LCLGR

THE ‘Manifesto for Lesbian and Gay
Equality’’ published by the Labour Cam-
paign for Lesbian and Gay Rights
(LCLGR) and launched at a press confer-
ence by UNISON general secretary Rod-
ney Bickerstaffe, is a comprehensive
statement of the changes a Labour govern-
ment needs to introduce if discrimination
against lesbians and gay men in all areas of
life is to be outlawed.

The goal is seen as winnable. Every

single demand in the Manifesto has been
carried by a Labour Party conference - five
times since 1985 - and the vote in favour
in 1994 was 97.6 per cent. Wide backing
exists already - for example, from UNI-
SON and the NUS LGB Conference. The
document is providing the framework for
detailed discussion with Alan Michael
MP, the home office shadow minister with
the lesbian and gay minister.

The Manifesto is also a campaigning
document. LCLGR has no illusion that
Labour in office will rush to overturm a
century of legal oppression in the face of
tabloid homophobia. A couple of days be-
fore the launch, Labour MPs were given a
free vote on ending the ban on homosexu-
als in the armed forces. Eight voted
against and most were away. Tony Blair,
who did speak out on the age of consent
issue in 1994, stated that he was against the
ban - but first the armed forces chiefs had
to be convinced! No wonder LCLGR rec-
ognises it has an uphill struggle to win
backing in the lesbian and gay communi-
ties, where the great majority which hates
the Tories is understandably doubtful of
Labour’s commitment.

Everyone can play their part in making
Labour MPs conscious that they must not
betray these conference commitments to
absolutely basic principles of equality.
LCLGR wants the Manifesto discussed
everywhere in the labour movement. It is
especially keen to explain why the issues
which MPs find “‘difficult”, like fertility
rights for lesbians, artificial insemination
and fostering and adoption rights, are es-
sential to winning equality.

Speakers can be provided. Every CLP
has been sent a copy of the Manifesto.

This is a rare campaign where all wings

of Labour have worked together, in
LCLGR, in pursuit of a principled goal.
Ultimate success depends, however, on
winning active support from all sections of
the labour movement in the run-up to the

election.

* Contact LCLGR at PO Box 306, Lon-
don N35. Copies of the Manifesto available
at 30p each plus postage from the same
address.
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LCLGR has no illusion that Labour in office will rush to overturn a century of legal oppression

though ironically neither is pre-
pared to give up any arms prior to
a deal.

Sinn Fein increased its vote by 55
per cent since the 1992 election,
mostly at the expense of the SDLP,
giving it its highest vote ever.

The purpose of the vote was to
force Sinn Fein to publicly acknow-
ledge its acceptance of an internal
settlement.

in a number of recent speeches,
including an interview with the finan-
cial Times, Gerry Adams has shown
his desire to be flexible. lrish unity
is, in his opinion, a long way off.

An IRA cease-fire is not likely in
the near future. More likely, Sinn
Fein will turn up at the talks on june
10 and demand admittance on the
basis of their mandate. They have
accepted, in advance, that British
withdrawal and Irish self-determi-
nation will not be on the agenda.

With general elections in the off-
ing on both sides of the Irish Sea in
the next year or so, the talks look
likely to drag on without any serious
outcome.

The main hope of the British,
David Trimble, has taken a ham-
mering from the DUP. He is under
no pressure from the Labour Party
about less sympathetic treatment
under a Blair Government. He
knows that the Tories in opposition

will be less restrained about defence
of the Union.

Despite all the choreography
about de-commissioning, the main
obstacle to British success in re-
making the partition settlement of
1921 is not the Republicans but the
Unionists.

Socialists maintain that the six-
county statelet is not reformable.
What the “peace” process is dem-

onstrating once again is that the
British ruling class are incapable of
reforming the British state.

Itis incapable of making the most
minimal concessions in return for
an agreement which would actually
strengthen its position in Ireland by
strengthening partition.

Surely a lesson for reformists
everywhere.

Exeter tangle

Pete Firmin

IN THE rush to keep the parliamentary
party free of anyone who might be re-
motely critical of a Blair government, the
Labour Party has got itself in a twist over
several candidate selections.

The number of cases where there has
been abuse of election procedures has
risen, leaving the NEC to sort out the mess
it has created. In the process any regard for
the constitution has been ignored, as when
they declared that Tory defector Alan
Howarth is eligible for selection despite
not having been a member for two years
as required by rule.

The left has to defend the right of con-
stituency parties to select the candidate of

their choice with no ballot-rigging and no
interference from the national party.
Within that the left should obviously fight
for the candidates they want.

Sections of the left have abandoned this
position over the selection by Exeter CLP
of John Lloyd, a man who has been ‘eco-
nomical with the truth’ about his past when
he gave evidence for the prosecution lead-
ing to the hanging of a member of the
African Resistance Movement in South
Africa. The NEC instructed Exeter CLP to
select another candidate, then deselected
him. The Left needs to be clear - Exeter
CLP should have the right to select the
candidate of its choice, even if Lloyd
should be rejected as an unacceptable
choice.
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A summer of chauvinism

The latest attempt to re-forge the Tory little Eng-
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land alliance around the politics of *Allo *Allo is a |

mark of deep desperation.

But Major’s gush of anti-Europe beef bile
is about more than saving his own moth-
eaten hide.

The terminal crisis of British Conserva-
tism 1s itself intimately linked to the failure
of the European bourgeoisie to overcome
their long-term political and economic cri-
S1S.

The never-ending uncertainty over
monetary and political union arises out of
the combined crises of the traditional par-
ties of big capital, the impasse of social
democracy and the continuing capacity of
the working class to resist the austerity
offensive.

[t takes a different form in every coun-
try, but the overall pattern is clear.

To a greater or lesser extent, Europe has
relied on the US for the most part of a
century. Its money was crucial in over-
coming the wave of social revolution that
began in 1916, went on to conquer state
power in Russia and threatened capitalism
all over Europe for nearly a decade.

After the Second World War the Dawes
and Young support systems were re-lived
in the Marshall Plan’s huge subsidy pack-
age.

It was the only way of getting western
European capitalism on its feet again—
battered empires in Asia, bourgeoisies dis-
credited by fascism and a resurgent Soviet
Union, all forced the USA to intervene to
prop up the system.

The arrangement was tempered by the
recession of the late sixties and early sev-
enties—the end of Bretton Woods in the
1970s and the hike in o1l prices marked a
changing strategy. The USA became less
able to dole out the dollars.

This put the European ruling classes in
a bind.

Ever since they have struggled to find a
solution. The European Community—
now the European Union—was an attempt
to find a new way forward.

But Euro-capital has always faced spe-
cial problems in relation both to the USA,
and Japan and the far East. And this rela-
tive weakness is not primanly caused by
national division.

Because of the social settlement after
the war European capitalism was obliged
to shape its patterns of accumulation
around a developed system of welfare.

Parties based on the orgamsed working
class developed a mass politics of wel-
farism and trade unions were able to win a
position of influence in the corporate state.

This explains in part why US produc-
tivity has been generally higher than
Europe.

On top of these advantages, the States’

EDITORIAL

main military competitor—the USSR—
was not a capitalist country. And the only
other capitalist country capable of pre-
senting a challenge to Uncle Sam was
divided into Western Germany and the
GDR.

Maastricht is the latest development in
the attempt to overcome these innate
weaknesses of Euro-capital. To achieve
the level of profitability they desire will
require a complete re-working of the post-
war order.

The convergence criteria aims to limit
overall total debt to sixty per cent of GDP.
It means a massive onslaught on jobs and
conditions, increasing unemployment,
cracking down on immigrant communi-
ties and moving power increasingly to
unelected bankers.

The bitter fruits of the proposals are
already being gathered. Long-term unem-
ployment is at record levels throughout
the Union—at least twenty million.

Yet despite the bourgeoisie’s willing-
ness to sign up to crippling cuts in state
spending, they have not been able to per-
suade their populations that ““it hurts
therefore it works™’.

Profound political crises are gripping
every country that tries to qualify for
monetary union—from Sweden Austria,
from France to Italy.

[t1s a bit of a problem for the bourgeoi-
sie—parties that lead the way in imple-
menting Maastricht get booted out of
office at the first opportunity.

The parties thg} represent the interests
of big capital, like the British Conserva-
tives, have traditionally relied upon the
support of sections of the petit bourgeoi-
sie—small shopkeepers, farmers and
small workplaces.

But this sector is getting a hammering
in the new Europe—small enterprises are
being driven out of business quicker than
you can say Barclays Bank start-up loan.

This is due to the concentration of Euro-
pean capital and 1ts penetration into retail
and agniculture.

Such a break down at the base of the big
parties of capitalism
provides the condi-
tions for a new rise of .
the far right all over
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Blair's response has been predictably pathetic

chauvinism will re-unite the reactionary
alliance at the core of the Tory party and
tap into the deep-seated chauvinism of
British culture.

Blair’s response has been predictably
pathetic, swinging in behind the Tories
with a completely politically impoverished
argument over National Unity.

------
.....

annoyance of the soft-left intellectuals he
18 trying to court at the moment.

And a sack-load of spin does not make
up for the fact that behind the rhetoric there
1s a massive void of policy. Just what is a
Labour government going to do about
health cuts? About unemployment? About
beef for that matter?

It 1s clear to most
activists in the la-

A campaign in the labour movement against Maastricht is bour movement that
long overdue. We need to add our voice to the debate

Blair’s radicalism
does not extend

Europe.

The ndiculous war
footing of the cabinet is Major’s Little
England version of the same. He is trying
to cash 1n quick, hoping that a summer of

For all the cappuccino drunk in [s-
lington. Blair has not been willing to pub-
licly break from the Little Englandism of
his Conservative colleagues—much to the

Dockers launch network

Glenn Voris

THE NATIONAL Dockers’ Sup-
port Conference was attended by
135 delegates. They represented
support groups, Trades Councils
and union branches from around
the country.

A number of workshops dis-
cussed practical support, employ-
ment law and contracts, anti-trade
union laws, womens support
groups and developing national
and international solidarity.

7he delegates condemned the
TGWU leadership for not raising
money, let alone making the dis-
pute officiai. Donations are slowly
arying up so it is necessary to get
more iabour movement support.
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much further than
re-labelling the doors on the corridors of
pOWer.

Hoping to benefit from the Tory crisis
over European direction by turning the
Labour Party into the champion of integra-
tion only makes his unwillingness to break
from the nonsense of the Tory beef war
even more hypocritical.

It is not as if Blair is the first to tread
this path. Throughout the eighties social

democratic parties came to office in
Europe with similar aspirations.

It worked for a while—when the Ger-
man balance of trade deficit was able to
fund some reforms. But when the
Deutchmarks stopped flowing the crisis
hit quickly. The parties went into decline
in France, Italy, Germany and Spain.

Biair will not even get the short period
of honeymoon. It will be straight into
austerity, accompanied by a rightwing
social agenda.

Anv attempt to move to a single cur-
rency would mean £12,000 million in
cuts.

A campaign in the zhour movement

against Maastricht is long overdue. We
need to add our voice to the debate.

Increasingly the itmplication of Maas-
tricht are becoming generally apparent as
European governments continue to try to
force through cuts.

The attacks on welfare and the rise of
the far right are all products of the same
process. Those who defend Maastricht, or
try to work within its framework—such as
large sections of the British intelligent-
sia—will find their line completely dis-
credited.

Blair’s strategy will flounder almost
immediately—people simply will not ac-
cept the destruction of the welfare state for
the sake of monetary union.

This is why the new Alternatives to
Maastricht initiative sponsored by over
fifty Labour MPs is so important.

The platform rejects both Maastricht’s
sado-monetarist framework and the jingo-
ism of the right.

The left has to fight for an alternative to
the bosses’ Europe, one based on full em-
ployment and democratic control rather
than isolation and nationalism.

This canonly be achieved by linking the
battles inside the labour movement to the
struggles of those at the sharp end of the
Euro-offensive.

The left has to work toward an alterna-
tive that shows a way out of capitalist
decline and crisis. The Alternatives to
Maastricht conference helps make this
possible.

* For more information send dona-
tions and support to : A Peoples Europe
c/o Alan Simpson MP, House of
Commons, London SWIA QAA.
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Solidarity with the fight against Neo-liberal war on workers and peasants

The West’s new Crusades

World Bank is having a devastating effect on the peo-
ples of the so-called third world. At the alter of com-
petitiveness whole populations are being condemned

to misery, with structural re-adjustment programmes
forcing massive attacks on living standards. But the at-
tacks have not been accepted without a fight. The Zapa-
tista National Liberation Army has been able to sustain
a fight against the Mexican state backed up by US impe-
rialism with huge success.

War has been used by some liberal commentators to

portray the West in a benevolent light, gradually help-
ing tottering democracies to their feet. Decades of sup-

port for some of the most murderous and brutal
torture regimes the planet has ever known contradicts
this claim. But increasingly it has been primarily
through economic means that the West has sought to
shape the economies and politics of the world to suit its
own interests. The last decades’ neo-liberal offensive

spear-headed by th

ather than opening up a period of peace, the new
world order has seen the big powers even more
willing to indulge in military adventures. Con-
flicts in Rwnada, the break-up of Yugoslavia,the massa-
cres of Chechenya, the civil war in Algeria and the Gulf
war all re-inforce the ideologies of racism and reaction.
Although the era of imperialism’s long-term direct mili-
tary subordination of its dominions is past, hew eco-
nomic relations of control remain in place. The general
withdrawal from occupation since the Second World

Zapatistas
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worldwide

fight

The Zapatista National
Liberation Army (EZLN) is the
first left-wing guerrilla army to
emerge since the collapse of
Berlin Wall. It is something
new in the struggle of the
masses throughout the Latin
American continent and
beyond. ALAN THORNETT
recently attended a two
thousand-strong conference
held last week in solidarity
with their struggle.

Europe’s first 'Meeting for
Humanity®and Against
Neo-liberalism’ in Berlin was a
direct response to an appeal
by the Zapatista National
Liberation Army (EZLN) for
such events world wide in
preparation for their
Intercontinental Meeting for
Humanity and Against
Neo-liberalism to be held in
Chiapas from July 27 to
August 3.
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THE INSPIRATION of the event was overwhelmingly the armed uprising by the EZILN

THE INSPIRATION of the event was
overwhelmingly the armed uprising by the
EZLN in January 1991, its impact on poli-
tics both in Mexico and worldwide, and
more recently the Fourth Declaration of the
Laconda Jungle in which Marcos called for
the formation of a new political fcrce—the
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Zapatista National Liberation Front.

The central theme of the event was the
globalisation of the economy and the ad-
vance and effects of neo-liberalism - by
which was meant the unfettered advance
of the market since the collapse of

Stalinism.

The Tragedy of Liberia

The opening and closing plenaries were
each attended by about 1300 people, with
many more attending 40 workshops and
working groups held in over 20 venues
across Berlin. There was also a delegation
from the ESLN.

The opening plenary was addressed by

A BOAT-LOAD of refugees from Monrovia travels back and forth along the coast of West Africa, desperately seeking a port

or country which will give it haven. A young girl flies to Britain from Freetown to have a bullet removed from behind her eye.
The media images surrounding the brutal six-year long civil war in Liberia, and its spill-over into neighbouring Sierra Leone, por-
tray yet another tribal conflict in faraway Africa. But the west is far from innocent. BOB WOODexamines of the roots of the war.

The state of Liberia has its origins in
the settlement by freed slaves from
the United States in the early nine-
teenth century. ~

The existence of freed slaves was
a problem for both southern plant-
ers and northern liberals. Those

who set up the American Colonisa-
tion Society could see no better way
of ridding themselves of this embar-
rassment than shipping the ex-
slaves back to Africa.

The first settlers arrived on the
West African coast in 1822. Their

Views,

AGAINST THE CURRENT
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8 sary, AIC is a U.S. socialist bi-
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Dollinger, Nelson Lichtenstein &
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and Its Historians ® Rene Ara-
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of news analysis, re-
and didalogue. The
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Science e Cecilia Green on Imperialism in the
Caribbean Today e Tim Dayton on the Utopian
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One-year overseas sub: $25
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leaders were often of mixed race,
their views of Africa essentially
those of nineteenth century United
States whites. The indigenous peo-
ple were sometimes referred to as
“heathen savages” and the tribal
people reciprocated by calling the
Americo-Liberians “whites”, a habit
that persisted well into the twenti-
eth century.

Independence was declared in
1847, the settler regime maintain-
ing its cohesion through a single
party, the True Whig Party, and its
dominance through limiting the
franchise through a property quali-
fication, a practice that continued
as long as the True Whig Party
maintained its ascendancy. Trade
and a plantation economy kept the
new state viable but the worldwide
depression in the 1880s led to a
period of instability before the po-
tential for rubber production was
seen by Firestone, who established
their first plantations in 926. Much

of the labour required on the plan-
tations was forced and at one stage
the Liberian government was impli-
cated in the “recruitment” of forced
labour for the Spanish island of Fer-
nando Po, a tre- ~

hational capital through what be-
came known as the Open Door Pol-
icy. Huge deposits of iron ore were
discovered in the north of the coun-
try, near to the border with Guinea,
to supplement

mendous irony } NE the income from
given their ori- M oS ? rubber, and the
gins as freed fé%;f; §GUINEA Liberian rain for-
slaves. Y {s ; est was plun-

From the mid-
forties, Liberia
was ruled by one

thirty years,
President Wil- i
liam Tubman.
Following the de-
feat in the early
fifties of the “pa-
triotic” wing of
the ruling class,
who wanted to
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dered by a new
timber industry.
In the sixties and
seventies, the
| economy grew
steadily at an av-

a?

p | erage of 7 per
¢! cent per annum,
% L but it was growth

without develop-
ment. The min-
.............................. ing A

--------------------------

ety
.....

agricultural busi-

digenous capitalism, Tubman pro-
ceeded to open up Liberia to inter-
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nesses operated
as enclaves within Liberia without

any noticeable links to the local
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Jose Perez, a French rail worker from
Rouen who was an organiser in the recent
strikke movement against public sector cuts
and the results of the Maastricht Treaty.

Olga Juck from the women’s and les-
bian movements in Russia also spoke
alongside Dragmir Oluje of the Serb inde-
pendent metal workers union who have
recently gone on strike demanding the pay-
ment of unpaid wages and Marta Duran, a
journalist from Mexico.

Ramon Rodriguez Pulido representing
an Andalusian farmers union and Marcela
Sosa-Krahl also spoke on the women’s
movement.

The audience at the event came from
across Western Europe—particulary Ger-
many, Spain and France—and a few from
the East.

The most numerous pohitical currents at
the event were anarchists and independent
movementist groups of various kinds—
communges, ecology groups and anti-racist
initiatives. Fourth In-
ternationalists from a
number of countries
also participated.

The event was

of Ken Loach’s Land and Freedom and a
discussion long into the night around the
Spanish revolution.

Despite this diversity of discussion the
event related most strongly to the EZLN
and its strengths—its revolutionary war
against the Mexican Federal Armys; its de-
mands for democracy justice and liberty
for all Mexicans; its opposition to dis-
criminaticn against indigenous peoples; its
fight against poverty and exploitation; its
anti-capitalism and its opposition to impe-
rialism and neo-liberalism, and its interna-
tionalism which has created the wave of
international solidarity of which the event
was a part.

The event reflected the weaknesses of
the EZLN as well—particularly their am-
biguity over the state.

Marcos 1nsists in the Fourth Declara-
tion that the Zapatistas do not struggle for
political power in the sense of the overturn-
ing or winning control of the state.

The event recognised of the role of the working class in
revolutionary change with a wary attitude to their
traditional organisations and forms of organisation

the forum, on internationalism. The Zapa-
tistas are not Marxists and there was little
debate an international with a revolution-
ary programme and strategy to establish
working class power and a socialist soci-
ety.

They call for what they term an Inter-
national of Hope. This would reflect their
themes of justice and liberty and the strug-
gle against neo-liberalism but it would not
be an organisation and would not have a
programme.

It would be an international network or
networks. Its purpose would be the spread-
ing the ideas of such an international and
developing a critique of, and alternatives
to, the relentless march of neo-liberalism.

There was recognition of the role of the
working class in revolutionary change at
the event but a wary attitude—in some
cases a sectarian attitude—to their tradi-
tional organisations and to their traditional
forms of organisation. The opposition to
organisation 1s a
contradiction in
terms since the
EZLN is itself a
highly organised

weakened by the
sparse attendance of
the organised workers movement—trade
unions and left parties. The French strikers
were an exception. Accounts of the strike
were the subject of workshop discussions
on self organisation throughout the week-
end.

Morale was high with a good level of
participatton in all aspects of the event—
despite the problems of multiple venues
across a big city.

The audience was overwhelmingly
young— seventy to eighty per cent—and
at least half were women.

Women were well represented in most
of the forums and in the final plenary well
over 100 lesbian women mounted the plat-
form to cheer, clap and sing as the reporter
from the lesbian working group gave the
report, which included a call for a Euro-
pean women's conference.

There were workshops on a range of
issues grouped around the following
themes: neo-liberalism in all its aspects;
the new and old world orders; the mass
strikes in France; for another Europe; in-
ternationalism; women and feminism;
women, violence and hiberation; Eastern
Europe; the consequences of neo-liberal-
ism in Eastern Europe; socialism, has it
failed; old and new left; migration and
racism in Fortress Europe; work, labour
movement and trade unions; self organisa-
tion; imperialism and militarism; German
coffee barons in Chiapas; education learn-
ing and science; repression, the violation
of the rights of political prisoners; health
care and health for all.

There was an over-subscribed showing

Yet the Declaration is a call to oust the
present powers and substitute them with
the power of the people. It calls for the
ending of the current system and the exten-
sion of democracy. This cannot be
achieved without dealing with the problem
of state power.

In fact it 1s this state power which cur-
rently surrounds the EZLN in its jungle
strong holds with tens of thousands of
troops and which is pledged to its destruc-
tion.

This ambiguity over the state was
strongly reflected throughout the event in
the forums discussing how to confront
neo-liberalism. The introducers repeatedly
stressed that the fight against neo-liberal-
ism was not a struggle for state power and
that neo-liberalism can be confronted
through raising an understanding of what
it represents and the effects it is having on
the world.

It 1s an idea thasthe anarchist currents
can easily identify with, and in part ac-
counts for their enthusiasm for the project.

This was reflected in the debates, and in

Six days against the neo-liberal nightmare

Lyon 96—Unemployment,
Debt, War: Enough is enough!

Come to the counter-summit from 21, 22 and 23 June
Details: Contact Pierre Rousset on 00 33 148 70 42 33 or
by fax on 00 33 1 48 59 23 28

force militarily con-
fronting the Govern-
ment in Mexico.

These weaknesses may limit the impact
that the movement in support of the Zapa-
tistas can have at the present time but 1t
does not negate its importance as a political
phenomenon in the mid- 1990s.

The left is having to come to terms with
new conditions after the collapse of
Stalinism and the struggle in Mexico ts an
important part of that discussion.

It also links into a mood of recomposi-
tion which is present in the European left
at the present time, although the practical
results of that thinking—organisations
such as the United Left in Spain and the
Scottish Socialist Allitance—were not pre-
sent.

It will not, however, be the last such
initiative in Europe. Already there 1s dis-
cussion about a bigger and better confer-
ence in Madnd or Paris.

The proposal should be welcomed and
efforts should be made to link it more
closely to the workers movement and its
organisations.

economy, and 60 per cent of the
national income continued to be ap-
propriated by only 3 per cent of the
population. Meanwhile, 70 per cent
continued in their traditional way of
life, subsistence farming.

Nevertheless, the nascent work-
ing class in the new industries began
to organise itself, in spite of the im-
mense obstacles placed in its path
by the Tubman regime. In 1963,
20,000 Firestone workers went on
strike and were savagely sup-
pressed by the government.

Of the two trade union federa-
tions, one was led by the President’s
son (who doubled as a personnel
advisor to various foreign compa-
nies) and the other by the Presi-
dent’s former social secretary.
Strikes were illegal unless the dis-
pute had first been heard by a la-
bour court, but-catch 22 - no labour
court was ever established. Hardly
surprising then that three-quarters
of all strikes in 1976 were in non-un-
ionised companies.

In tandem with the open door
policy, Tubman developed very
close links with the US, concluding
a mutual defence pact and allowing
a very powerful Voice of America
transmitter to be installed, capable
of reaching the whole of the African
continent.

When Tubman died in 1971, he
was succeeded by his Vice-Presi-
dent, William Tolbert. Unfortu-
nately for Tolbert, Tubman’s death
released all the pent-up frustrations

of the urban poor and the rural
peasantry. A rising tide of radical-
ism threatened to engulf the Tol-
bert regime. Students returning
from America and Europe, perhaps
inspired by the Cuban revolution
and the campaigns against the war
in Vietnam, began to organise,
forming political groups like the
Movement for Justice in Africa
(MOJA).

After nine years of agitation and
instability, the Tolbert regime suc-
cumbed. The army, traditionally of-

S.K. Doe

ficered by elite Americo-Liberians,
but with a soldiery recruited from
various tribes, particularly the
Krahn, stepped into the breach.

Quite possibly with the assistance of
the CIA, Master Sergeant Samuel
Doe staged a coup in 980, with
overwhelming popular support.
The radicals and left, who were be-
coming better organised as time
went by, were successfully headed
off. At first Doe’s government in-
cluded representatives of the left,
including Togba-Nah Tipoteh, the
leader of MOJA, as Minister of Plan-
ning and Economic Affairs. But
within a couple of years President
Doe had rid himself of those trou-
blesome, principled people as his
regime became increasingly cor-
rupt and dependent on United
States aid. Within a few years, a
pre-coup level of aid of $9 million
had increased to $75, supple-
mented by an increase in military
aid from $1 million to $16 million.

No longer encumbered by his
former allies on the left and amply
funded by the United States, Doe
maintained his rule by corruption
and brutality. Demonstrations at
the University of Liberia were
bloodily suppressed and the presi-
dential election in 1985 was shame-
lessly fixed.

In 1989, funded by expatrlate
Americo-Liberians in the United
States, a former civil servant, Char-
les Taylor launched an armed rebel-
lion and Doe was killed in the
following year. The collapse of the
Liberian state has begun.

In 1990 a multinational
peacekeeping force under the lead-

Roland Rance

AFTER three years of war and six months
of ‘peace’, the future of a unitary, demo-
cratic and multi-ethnic Bosnia seems as
remote as ever.

The establishment and security of such
a state is not Nato's goal in the region; its
main reason for intervention was to pre-
vent the war spreading and engulfing the
whole of south-east Europe.

The motivation is not to ensure justice
and freedom, but to protect markets, con-
tain dissent and oversee privatisation of
the economy.

The Nato army of occupation is imple-
menting the policy of the US and Western
Europe, which can be described as ‘peace
through partition’ - the functional division
of Bosnia between a Greater Serbia and a
Greater Croatia.

Nato’s allies in this process are Croa-
tian president Franjo Tudjman and Serbian
president Siobodan Milosevic.

The victims are not only the people of
Bosnia, but the hundreds of thousands of
refugees from all parts of former Yugosla-
via, still unable to return to their homes;
the democratic forces in the region, facing
growing repression and censorship; and
the working class, divided by new borders
while struggling in a shattered economy.
Despite this, there is growing class asser-
tiveness, with a wave of strikes in Bosnia,
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many of them against the refusal of the
government to pay wages.

War crimes trials have started in The
Hague.

But those on trial are the small fry, who
were ‘only obeying orders’. Nato forces
have repeatedly ignored the opportunity
to arrest the indicted Bosnian Serb lead-
ers, Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Miadic.
This would embarrass the west, since their
trials would be bound to incriminate the
leading war criminal, Milosevic himself. To
prevent this possibility, the US has refused
to hand over intercepts of communica-
tions between Serbia and the Bosnian
serbs prior to the capture of Srebrenica,
widely believed to have been planned by
Milosevic.

These trials are merely a fig-leaf for
western intentions in former Yugoslavia.
Having encouraged the ethnic cleansing
and genocide, having permitted the fall of
Srebrenica and the subsequent massacres,
the imperialists now attempt to portray
themselves as neutral arbiters, motivated
by humanitarian concerns. To have any
meaning, however, such trials must be
conducted in the region, by the victims of
the atrocities themselves.

it would be mistaken to demand that
Nato troops arrest war criminals for trial
in the west. Socialists can make only one
demand of NATO - to get out of the
Balkans at once!

ership of Nigeria and known as
ECOMOG, was despatched to the
Liberian capital, Monrovia. Its pro-
pensity for looting provided little
respite for the beleaguered inhabi-
tants, who quickly dubbed it “Every
car or moving object gone”.

In the years since, factional war-
fare has continued, loosely based on
tribal allegiances. The role of the

Save £17 with our summenr off

peacekeeping force has not been
benign and there can be little hope
of any rapid end to Liberia’s trou-

‘bles. Years of imperialist exploita-

tion and interference, refracted
through a settler regime, have
taken their toll. In 1979 MOJA pre-

dicted that they would be faced with
“repression, brutality and dema-

goguery”. They were right.
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Roland Rance

TWENTY years ago, Israeli journalist Urn
Avneri used to speculate that Israeli policy
makers had a secret map of their country,
which showed it as an island in the mud-
Atlantc.

Otherwise, he argued, there could be no
explanation for their assumption that the
only foreign powers that mattered were the
USA and western Europe, and their refusal
to accept that Israel was geographically
and politically part of the Middle East.

The recent Israeli election indicates

that, for half of the population, this map 1s
still valid. Indeed, for a fifth of the elector-
ate, the country is apparently not even
located in the twenticth century, but some
three hundred years ago, in the ghettoes of
east Europe and the mellahs of north Af-
rica.
The replacement of Prime Minister Shi-
mon Peres, architect of the ‘peace process’,
by hardline Likud leader Binyamin Netan-
yahu is a setback for this process.

The likely coalition, in which Likud
will be outnumbered by the Jewish funda-
mentalist parties and reliant on the votes of
the even-further right Tsomet, the populist
Gesher, and Natan Sharansky’s Russian
immigrant party - all with their sectional
demands - will restrict any freedom of
action Netanyahu may have had. It looks
like being the most right wing government
in Israel’s history.

The new electoral system, which in-
cludes a vote for Prime Minister as well as
for parties in the Knesset, forced Peres to
appeal to the Palestintan citizens of Israel,
who voted in unprecedented numbers, and
overwhelmingly for Peres. Among Jewish
voters, Netanyahu led Peres by ten per
cent.

In the eyes of many Israeli racists, this
would in any case have invaiidated a nar-
row win for Peres. Although non-Jewish
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Jonathan Joseph

JULY NINTH could be a historic day in US

history. At fong iasta US Labor Party is set

73 come into being.

The founding convention has been or-
ganised by Labor Party Advocates. This
organisaticn was set up in 1991 by Tony
Mazzochi, then secretary-treasurer of the
Oil, Chemicat and Atomic VVorkers union.

Indeed trade union support has been
the strong noint of Labor Party Advocates.

This nouses dw international Long-
sncreman’s Union, the unicn that has s50l-
icdly backed the Liverpooi dockers.

The cabor Party ¢all aiso has the back-
ing of the il anance Yay Ynreers, the
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citizens have the vote, politicians - includ-
ing in the Labour party - have always
sought a majority among the Jews.

In a desperate bid to hold on to the
Jewish vote, Peres simultaneously
faunched the murderous ‘Operation
Grapes of Wrath™ against Lebanon.

This seems to
have done little to
stop the haemor-

The election of Netanyahu is a humili-
ation for PLO leader Yasser Arafat, who
had all-but-publically endorsed Peres. Last
month’s renunciation of the Palestinian
National Charter was supposed to pave the
way for the establishment of a Palestinian
state in the occupied territories.

The election of Netanyahu is a humiliation for PLO leader
Yasser Arafat, who had all-but-publically endorsed Peres
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dissent, while recruiting the PLO to police
the occupied territories and control the
population.

Netanyahu has the same interest,
though expressing greater scepticism than
Peres over the ability and willingness of
the PLO to act as Israel’s agent. If he sticks
by his opposition to
any further ‘conces-
sions’ to the Pales-

rhage of Jewish
voters, while possi-
bly alienating enough Palestinians to en-
sure Netanyahu's narrow victory. Not for
the first time, the internalised racism of
Israeli liberals has brought about their de-

feat.

i e R R Lo

But would the election of Peres have
made any difference? The ‘peace process’,
as Socialist Outlook has conststently main-
tained, is a device for maintaining the oc-
cupation of the West Bank, Gaza and east
Jerusalem and for containing Palestinian
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ice Employees International Union and the
American Federation of Government Em-
ployees.

Striking workers at Staley, Caterpifiar
and Bridgestone-Firestone have sup-
oorted the initiative.

Since the cali for the founding conven-
tion more and more workers have be-
come convinced of the need for a new
party. The Democratic Party is dominated
by the interests of big business. Workers
need their own independent voice.

Theratore 25 wiil 25 national supno L
the cail has also gained the support of
many local union branches, Indeed Mmoo
thar 00 endorsements have Desn re

renved
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the Cleveland convention.

The organisers are conscious that
other groups - such as women'’s organisa-
tions need to be involved. However, many
black workers will be attending.

Many Labor Party advocates cite as
their inspiration Eugene Debs, the Socialist
Party ieader who ran for US President
from jail in 1920.

However, the Labor Party wili initiaily
ve non-electoral. instead 't wili concen-
trate on Diding up TS union pase and
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tinians, we can
expect to see a re-
newal of Palestinian resistance to Israeli
rule. Led by a new generation of young
activists schooled in Israeli prison camps
and torture chambers, and without the re-
straining influence of a discredited PLO,
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The ‘peace process’, as Socialist Outlook has consistently maintained, is a device for maintaining th= occupation of the West Bank, Gaza and east ferusalem and for containing Palestinian dissent

this is likely to be more mulitant than the
earlier Intifada.

Although such a rising would not be
motivated by Islam, the fundamentalist
parties remain the only force capable of
mobiilising and generalising the protest.

Meanwhile, in Israel, the growing influ-
ence of the Jewish fundamentalists is likely
to be seen in further restrictions on
women’s rights, subjection of education to
religious control, bans on the sale of non-
Kosher food, Sabbath observance laws,
and other attacks on democratic rights.

The polarised Israeli electorate has
dealt a double victory to the forces of
religious irrationalism in both Israeli and
Palestimian communities.

Police storm

ARMED police have raided the head-
quarters of the NSSP in Sri Lanka.
The Nava Sama Samaja Party’s
leadership were meeting when
about thirty police armed with auto-
matic rifles, grenades and sub-ma-
chine guns broke in under the
pretext of suspecting illegal activi-
ties.

The NSSP, the section of the
Fourth International in Sri Lanka, is
the principal organisation support-
ing the electricity workers’ strike
which began on May 29. The raid is
clearly linked.

The 14,000 strong workforce are
demanding that the government
gives up its plan to privatise the
electricity board.

The state has moved against the
NSSP earlier this month—with a
violent police attack on the NSSP-
led May Day demonstration.

The electricity chairperson
Chandrika Kumaratunga vowed at
a press briefing that she will resort
to any means “short of killing” to get
the workers back after the four day
black out.

¥riday 21 to Sunday 23 Counter-
Summit to the G7 meeting, Lyon,
France. Detaiis: Cedetim, 2 ter, rue
voiaire, TESTD Ferls, Tl {06 33 1)
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What’s Happening

NSSP Centre

She declared the strike illegal and
ordered the mass arrest of strikers.

Within hours of the threat gun-
men opened fired at the telecom-
munication leader JBP Dissanayaka.
Although he escaped unhurt it was
a clear act of intimidation. Several
members of the NSSP have also
received death threats.

There have been some attempts
by pro-government Sinhala forces
(Sri Lanka’s ethnic majority) to mo-
bilise the population against the
strike on the basis that it is hinder-
ing the war against the Tamils.

Significantly, the Deputy Minis-
ter of Defence Major General Anu-
ruddha Ratwatte as welil as being
the uncle of the President is the
minister for power and energy.

The NSSP is calling for a cam-
paign against state terrorism, war
and privatisation. A picket will be
held on May 5 in Colombeo.

* Write or fax letters of protest to:
The president of Sri Lanka HE Chan-
rika Kumaratunga, Colombo 01, Sri
Lanka. Fax 0094 |1 334822. Send a
copy to the NSSP fax 0094 | 334822,

Saturday 6 Lesbian and Gay Pride
demo, Embankment tube to Hvde
Park, Carnivai Clanham Common.

Friday {9 to Saturday 17 interna-
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This issue’s Feedback

here has been quite a response to last week’s in-

terview with Geoff Martin. As a forum for discus-

sion and debate Socialist Outlook is always keen
to talk to others on the left, even if we do not agree

with all their positions.

We do not think, for example, that Geoff’s decision to
break from the Campaign for a Fighting Democratic Union is
the right one, nor did we support Rodney Bickerstaffe in the
election for General Secretary.

Although Bickerstaffe is certainly one of the better union
leaders, we believe that part of the role of the left in the union
is to promote action in defence of jobs and conditions. Bicker-
staffe does not not share this approach.

Similarly the issue of Labour Party membership is not the
decisive criteria in deciding on a General Secretary.

Socialist Outlook supports the CFDU. It is the best way of
drawing together activists in the broadest possible left organ-
isation in the union.

CFDU is
credible

I READ the interview with Geoff
Martin with some interest. When-
ever I meet UNISON lefts of one
sort or another, they usually pay
credit to the vote gained for me as
the CFDU candidate in the UNI-
SON General Secretary election,
yet Geoff Martin apparently re-
mains unconvinced.

This is despite the fact that the
CFDU has emerged as a credible
force on the left in the union, inter-
vening successfully at the Health
Service Group Conference, bring-
ing lefts together on the Asylum
and Immigration Bill, preparing
interventions at the Annual Dele-
gate Conference and looking to-
wards building the defence of Self
Organisation.

It is simply not true to brand the
CFDU as ex-Nalgo. Throughout
the General Secretary election I
was overwhelmed by active the
support that I received from Shop
Stewards from all former partner
unions. If my membership of Mili-
tant was such an issue for Geoff,
why did he not seek to nominate a
Labour Party member to take on
the right wing in the union?

It is easy to be wise after the
event, as Geoff is now about the
intervention of Peter Hunter, but at
no point prior to Hunter declaring
his candidacy did Geoff refer to
this ‘“‘danger”. The real issue is
Geoff’s support for Rodney Bick-
erstaffe, not his opposition to the
CFDU campaign. Rodney op-
posed UNISON’s policy on the
Minimum Wage being taken to the
TUC, he supports the witch hunt of
left activists in the Liverpool
branch and opposes defiance of the
Tory anti-union laws. If the CFDU
had not raised its banner against
him in the election, it would have
been saying by default that these
things are not important, thus
standing aside from the predomi-
nant mood of left activists.

Roger Bannister

No ghetto

GEOFF Martin is wrong to refer to
the CFDU as being in an “‘ex-
NALGO ghetto”. As a former
member of NUPE I have been im-
pressed by the mix of CFDU sup-
porters in terms of former partner
unions both locally and at national
level, in particular at the national
conferences so far called by the
CFDU.

It is a welcome change for me
to be able to link up with so many
other lefts, to build the campaign
for policies in defence of jobs, pay
and conditioris, against a national
bureaucracy which presided over a
union which took no effective ac-
tion against job losses and pay cuts.

Geoff’s comments about the
Labour Party also seem quaintly
out of date, given that on Mersey-
side groups have now been stand-
ing against Labour candidates for
number of years, occastonally win-
ning elections.

Does Geoff expect me, as a lo-
cal government worker, to vote for
Labour candidates who attack our
jobs and conditions when I could

CFDU campaign motivated by “Bickerstaffe’s failure to give any sort of lead”

vote for a socialist candidate
pledged to oppose those policies.
Meantime the CFDU has a job
to do in building its base and mak-
ing the strongest possible chal-
lenge to UNISON’s nght wing.
The general secretary campaign
was a welcome part of that process.

T Nelson, Netherton

CFDU replies

I read the Geoff Martin interview
with interest and surprise.

His comments on the General
Secretary election are, as they have
always been, a cover for support-
ing the left bureaucracy. Nowhere
has he attempted to explain the rea-
sons for the vote for the right wing
candidate Peter Hunter, which was
due to Bickerstaffe’s failure to give
any sort of lead, enabling Hunter to
try and whip up prejudice.

Incidentally, Hunter 1s now be-
lieved to be a member of the La-
bour Party!

CFDU supporters are used to
the fact that Geoff Martin doesn’t
support CFDU policies such as the

election of union officials, opposi-
tion to barring UNISON members
from standing for elections in the
APF and the fight against the
witchhunt against UNISON mem-
bers in Liverpool, who face expul-
sion for fighting racism and taking
industrial action.

But what surprises me is that
Socialist Outlook 1s completely un-
critical failing to question Geoft
Martin and his rile. After all, Sociat
ist Outlook supportedstandingacan-
didate in the General Secretary
election, for which they were accused
of being ‘“Militant’s poodles” (by
Geoff Martin in Labour Left Brief-
ing).

It is also interesting that no criti-
cism is made of Martin when he
says the CFDU shouldn’t have
supported a candidate who was a
member of an organisation who
supported standing a candidate
against the Labour Party. A recent
article in Socialist Outlook onthe Scot-
tish Socialist Alliance congratulated
those involved and the fact that it was
going to stand 25 candidates in the
general election. Is Sodialist Outlook-
confused or what?

EEDBACI

Socialist Qutlook welcomes readers’ letters.
Post them to ‘Feedback’, PO Box 1109, Lon-

don, N4 2UU.
Letters over 300 words will be edited.

Given that Socialist Outiook mem-
bers are currently active within the
CFDU, indeed, the National Treas-
urer is an Socialist Outlook member,
what are Sodalist Outlook nowsaying
about the CFDU? Do they support
the settingupofanval left organisa-
tion that Geoff Martin is trying to
organise in secret at the moment? Is
there a contradiction as to what the
Socialist Outlook members in the
CFDU are saying and doing, and
what the organisation is saying or not
saying in its paper?

Glenn Kelly National

Secretary CFDU

Hull hath no
fury...

HULL Militant Labour member
Ray Duffill writes ( 101) that the

Huil City Council Labour Group

voted against co-operating with the
workfare scheme Project Work for
fear of ‘“‘election defeat’ in a by-
election in which Militant stood a
candidate.

Readers outside North Hum-
berside might have the idea that the
election result was a close-run
thing between Militant and La-
bour. The reality is that the Militant
candidate came fifth with 66 votes
and the Liberals came second. The
electoral threat to Labour came
from the Liberals not Militant.

Why then did the local Labour
council come out against Work-
fare? The answer is not very dra-
matic but 1s important. Last
summer, following a Hull Trades
Council public meeting on the Job
Seckers Allowance (JSA), local
CPSA members in the Labour
Party fought and won opposition to
JSA in the Hull Labour Party. This
paved the way for the same activ-
ists to win opposition to Project
Work along with the initiatives of
the Trades Council in winning sup-
port for a boycott amongst local
charities.

The significance of this episode
is that activists still need to fight
within local Labour Parties and af-
filiated unions for support on such
issues as Project Work. Militant
comrades face a contradiction.
They have supported the Deputy
Leader of the City Council speak-
ing at Hull Trades Council’s recent
demonstration against Project
Work. However, they now appear
to believe that the Labour Party 1s
a straightforward bourgeois party.

If that’s true, they should have
thought tooth and nail against a
bourgeois party. If that’s true, they
should have fought tooth and nail
against a bourgeois party speaking
on the platform of a left-wing trade
union organisation. The reality is
that the class nature of the Labour
Party has not changed and that all
local campaigns should aim to win
over local Labour Party organisa-
tions.

Keith Sinclair, Hull
Socialist Outlook

New website

Socialist Outlook is
now online at
HTTP\\www.gn.apc.org
\labournet\so
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UP AGAINST mass unemployment, rampant employers with
savage anti-union laws, and a war on hard-won public services,
the working class in Britain faces a real crisis - an avoidable
crisis created by the historic failure of its official leadership.
Socialist Outlook exists to build a new type of working class
leadership, based on class struggle and revolutionary social-
ism. The capitalist class, driven by its own crisis, and politically
united by its need to maximise profits at the expense of the
workers, has had determined, vanguard leadership by a brutal
Tory high command. The Tory strategy has been to shackle
the unions, and to fragment and weaken the resistance,
allowing them to pick off isolated sections one at a time. In
response, most TUC and Labour leaders have embraced the
defeatist politics of ‘new realism’, effectively total surrender,

while ditching any pretence of being a socialist alternative.

Every retreat encouraged the offensive against jobs, wages,
conditions and union rights.

New realism is the latest form of reformism, seeking only
improved conditions within capitalism. We reject reformism,
not because we are against reforms, but because we know
that full employment, decent living standards, a clean envi-
ronment, peace and democracy, can never be achieved under
capitalism. Nor, as we argued long before the collapse of
Stalinism, could these demands ever be achieved under the
bureaucratically deformed workers states and degenerated
USSR, whose regimes survived only by repressing the working
class. We are a marxist current, based not on the brutish
totalitarian parodies of state marxism, nor on the tame,
toothless version of ‘marxism’ beloved by armchair academ-
ics, but the revolutionary tradition of Marx, Engels, Lenin and

Trotsky.

OUR SOCIALIST alternative is not based on parliamentary
elections or illusions of peaceful legislative change. We fight
to mobilise and unleash the power of the working class to
topple the corrupt and reactionary rule of capital and establish
its own class rule.

We struggle against fragmentation by building solidarity,
to unite the various struggles of workers, the unemployed, of
women, of pensioners, of the black communities, of lesbians
and gay men, of students, of youth - and of those fighting
imperialism in lreland and worldwide.

Sociglist Outlook is above all an internationalist current, in
solidarity with the Trotskyist Fourth International, which
organises in over 40 countries. Unlike some other groups on
the British left, we do not believe a mass revolutionary party
can be built simply by proclaiming ourseives to be one. This
degenerates into sectarian posturing and abstention from
struggles in the labour movement, playing into right wing
hands.

Nor do we believe that the demands of women, black
people, lesbians and gays or the national demands of people
in Scotland, Ireland and Wales should be left to await revolu-
tion. The oppressed must organise themselves and fight now
for their demands, which are a part of the struggle for social-
ism. But propaganda alone, however good, will not bring
socialism. The fight for policies which can mobilise and politi-
cally educate workers in struggle, must be taken into the
unions, the Labour Party and every campaign and struggle in
which workers and the oppressed fight for their rights.

To strengthen this fight we press for united front campaigns
on key issues such as racism and fascism - in which various
left currents can work together for common objectives while
remaining free to debate differences. If you agree with what
you see in Socialist Outiook, and want to join with us in the
struggle for socialism, readers’ groups meet in cities across
the country. Contact us now, get organised, and get active!

r----ﬂ-------ﬁ

I Contact us now! .

| 3 ] want to know more about Socialist Outlook. |

l. 1 1 would like to sell Socialist Outlook. ]

g1 Please send me your introductory pamphlet: I
 ‘Socialism after Stalinism’. | enclose a PO or

I cheque for £1.00 payable to ‘Socialist Outlook |

I Fund’ )
] Please send me details of the Socialist Outlook

I |
- Fourth International Supporters Association.

i | |

L |

| Address )
Post Code Tel !

Post to: Socialist Outlook, PO Box 1109, ‘London N4 2UU.
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Make the Tories pay

THE GOVERNMENT is
frustrated that parents are not
opting for grant maintained
status. SO now they are passing
more legislation to make opt outs
compulsory in certain
circumstances.

The Tory election manifesto is likely to
contain proposals for all schools to become
self governing, an increase in selection and
for compulsory education to end at 4.

Meanwhile the Tories continue to create
a smokescreen, blaming teachers and
Labour local authorities for failing standards
in order to cover for their own inadequate
researching.

The project of the Tory right is to
return to the dark ages of education in

hich those who can afford to pay will
receive the best on offer.

Clarke claimed to be giving council’s an
“extra” £774 million for education. But
many councils were already over their

AN ACT OF political thuggery is about to be carried
out against the people of Tottenham in North Lon-
don. On May 9 the government announced that it is
“minded’’ to transfer control of Langham Secon-
dary School to an education association on the
grounds that it is a failing school.

A final decision is likely in June. If the govern-
ment goes ahead with the decision it will become the
second school in the country, after Hackney Downs,
to be taken over by an education association.

The implications locally are immense.

Control of the school and all its assets will pass
om the governing body to a hit squad of business-
men and academics chosen by the government. At
¢ same time £800,000 will be removed from Har-
ingey Council’s education budget. Cuts will almost
inevitably follow.

The story began in 1994 when the school was
declared to be “failing” following an inspection by
e Office of Standards in Education - OFSTED.

£

Through the Welfare State Network and campaigns like FACE, these attacks can be stopped

allocation to avoid cuts in schools budgets.
The nett result is small.
A survey by the Times Education
Supplement found that more than a quarter

This required the school to draw up and implement
an action plan to improve the school.

Since then everything the government might
have hoped for has occurred. The existing
headteacher was sacked, new management brought
in and action taken to “‘improve’” curriculum deliv-
ery in a way likely to appeal to inspectors.

The government’s decision to take over the
school has nothing to do with improving educational
standards. Follow-up inspections of the school have
noted improvements and the implementation of the
action plan still has a year to run.

Nationally one-hundred-and-forty schools have
been designated as failing, yet none have been taken
over by an education association.

Nor can the government claim a local popular
mandate. Last month, parents from a neighbouring
school voted overwhelmingly against going grant-
maintained. If the education association take over
local people will have no say.

of all education authorities are planning to
cut spending, and a third standing still.

A third of authorities expect to cut

teaching jobs, and almost half expected to

Hands off Langham School

The announcement was an attempt to try to divert
attention from the Westminster scandal. There was
no regard for the interests of the pupils.

The press knew of the decision before the school
and the council were told. Students leaving the
school on May 9 were greeted by the press telling
them their school would soon close—a great boost
for those going away to revise for their exams!

A local campaign has been launched by the
school to stop the hit squad taking over. The local
MP Bernie Grant has given his support. A petition
has been drawn up and a letter-writing campaign to
Gillian Shepherd begun. Large public meetings sup-
porting the campaign have been held.

e Demonstrate against the closure of Lang-
ham School.

o Saturday June 8, Assemble |lam, Bury
Road, Wood Green, N22.

axe other education jobs.

There are now 10,000 fewer teachers
than in 1993, but 14,000 more pupils.

Over a million children are being taught
in classes of more than thirty.

Instead of challenging the Tories Labour
Party policy on education has collapsed. It
is hard to tell the two parties apart.

Shadow spokesperson David Blunkett
says that a Labour government will crack
down on failing schools and sack teachers
who do not come up to scratch.

Two weeks ago he announced that
student grants would be abolished and
replaced with a system of loans. University
vice chancellors are now toying with the
idea of a £300 flat-rate registration fee.

Education is yet another area in which
Labour seems hell-bent on out-doing the
Tories and shredding the safety net of the
welfare state.

Through the Welfare State Network and
campaigns like FACE, these attacks can be
resisted.

e Contact Fight Cuts in Education, c/o St
Giles Middle School, Hayes Lane, Exall,
Coventry CV7 9NS
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