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ONCE AGAIN tragedy has befallen the Kurdish people. After the
poison gas attack at Halabjah in 1988, they are the victims of a new
onslaught, a new genocidal massacre by Saddam.

But the Kurds are not just the victims of Saddam’s regime. They
are the victims of an unholy alliance against them, an alliance
which wants to stop them gaining the one thing which would
guarantee their safety — self-determination, their own state.

The alliance ranges from George Bush, Turkish president Ozal, to
Syria’s Assad and Saddam himself. All the powers in the region
are against the Kurds, whose 30 million population stretches over
five countries, establishing their own state.

Kurds!

The ‘safe heavens’ are no substitute for self-determination. They
are not safe, nor are they havens. If they are permanently estab-
lished they hold out a miserable future, a future in despairing,
hopeless refugee camps, like the Palestinians.

Western aid, the pathetic parcels dropped from planes to the
starving Kurds, is in marked contrast the huge and concerted

military effort which won the Gulf war. Those who fought Saddam
find the Kurds an embarrassment and a threat.

In a few weeks the Kurds will probably disappear from the head-
lines. But they must not be forgotten, as they were after Halabjah.
ARTICLE: see page 2
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By Geoff Ryan

The appalling fate of the
people of Kurdistan is a
~direct, and predictable, out-
come of the US attack on
Iraq. Now the Kurds face an

awful dilemma — either they

stay in the ‘safe havens’
‘which would become Pales-
tinian-style refugee camps,
or to face the danger of
being massacred by
Saddam’s forces.

‘Saddam’s promiseof limited
‘autonomy’ for theKurdsisab-

solutely worthless. It is a stunt
aimed at ending the limited al-
lied occupation of the north,
and rapidly ending UN sanc-
tions against the Ba’'ath
regime. -

Saddam has promised it
before — in 1970,and again In
'1975. But it meant nothing but
permanent war against the
Kurdish people.

The Kurds have every nght
to feel betrayed by the West.
Bush did call on the Iraqi
people to rise up against Sad-
dam. With the regime
weakened at the end of the
war, both the Kurds and the
rebels in the south took their
opportunity. It is clear now
that Saddam kept back most of
his elite Republican Guard
away from the Kuwait front.
They were to be keptin reserve
to crush internal rebellion.

It is also clear that the rebels
in the south were not just
Shi’ahs - many Sunni Muslims
joined the revolt to bring down
the Saddam regime. But Bush
and the reactionary regimes
which border Iraq did not
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Blg brother In Baghdad

- turn the Kurds into a refugee

people. The fate of the Pales-

. tinians is eloquent testimony to

. whatthis will mean. The Kurds

will be easier to repress, to hem

~__ in and demoralise, if they are

Rebolllng against Saddam: Kurd!sh guerillas

want Saddam brought down
by a popular rebellion. Most of
all they did not want an inde-
pendent Kurdistan established
through popular revoit.

The 25 million Kurds are

split between five countries -
Iran, Irag, Turkey, Syria and
the Soviet Union. Each one of
these states has a record of
repression against the Kurds.

~ And for the US, and inde-

pendent Kurdistan brought
about by nationalist revolution

would have destabilised the

whole region.

The performance of Turkey'

and the West towards the
refugees has been a shameful
episode. Turkey has kept
hundreds of thousands on
freezing cold mountains,
starving and freezing, with

=T - = =7
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~ between the paltry

immense
“mobilisation of resources for

hundreds dying, because the
Ozal regime fears the conse-
quences of enlarging its own
Kurdish population. No one
could fail to see the contrast
‘Western
aid effort for the Kurds and the
and efficient

the war. |

'And no one could fail to see
the hypocrisy of the US allow-
ing Saddam’s helicopter gun-
ships to rain death on the flee-
ing Kurds.

Hypocrisy has not been con-
fined to the West. The USSR
and China have been more
vociferously opposed to giving
any aid to the Kurds than have
some western states. Insisting
on the necessity ‘not to inter-
fere in the internal affairs of
other states’, they are both
defending their rights to
repress their own national
minorities.

What should socialists say
about the ‘safe havens’? What
proposals should socialists put
forward to defend the Kurds?
Of course socialists should

support humanitarian aid to

the Kurds, whether it comes
from the United States or
anyone else. Indeed we should
demand it - in much greater
quantities than it is being sup-
plied. But the ‘safe havens’ are
a different issue. They can turn
into a trap for the Kurds. There
are two dangers which arise
from them.

First, if they remain a per-

-manent ‘solution’” they will

_ corralled into camps.

Second, the US commitment
to this solution is skin deep.
Bush'’s intervention was deter-
mined by the pressure of

_ public opinion. The United

States can abandon defence of

the ‘havens’ at any time, leav-
ing the Kurds to Saddam’s.

mercies.

The only solution which will
defend the Kurds is self-deter-
mination — the right to their
own state. And the only thing
which will gain it is the revolu-
tionary national struggle of the
Kurdish people. Insofar as
demands are put on Western
governments, they should be
on the need for massive
humanitarian aid, and the need
to give the Kurdish people the
means to defend themselves -
arms.

The debate on the left about
the ‘safe havens’ has parallels

with the dispute in 1969 over

All Iraq is

Thefate of the Kurds has rightly

grief internationally. But the

mously — from the effects of the
war and from Saddam’s repres-

sion.
Following the crushmg of the

thousands have fled into the mar-
shes which lie ‘between lran and
Iraq. Their fate is said to be worse
than that of the Kurds. All over the
country people are falling victim to
Saddam'’s torture and death squads.

The whole country faces famine
and epidemics. Cholera has already
broken out. UN under general
secretary Finn Martti reported last
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become a matter of concern and -

whole of Iraq is suffering enor-

- of epidemics will drastically in- |
rebellion in the south, hundreds of

-machine ruthlessly scours the

PR

the sending of British troops'to
Ireland. The anti-imperialist

left opposed sending troops.

British troops were sent be-
cause of Loyalist pogroms
against Nationalist areas. The
pogroms real. At that time the .
nationalist communities lack-
ed the military means to
defend themselves adequately.
And the troopsid provide a
buffer for a while.

But many socialists pointed
out that despite the short-term
breathing space, the imposi-
tion of imperialist troops
would mean, in the end, they
would be turned against the
nationalist community. Over
time, the consequences would
be a bitter war. So it has turned

be.

It is a shame to see some
people who took the right line
on the Gulf war, people who
understood that although Sad-
dam was an oppressive dic-
tator, imperialism would serve
no progressive purpose in at-
tacking his regime, have
deserted this logic over the
Kurds.

suffering

month that Iraq had been thrown
back to ‘a pre-industrial age’. The
bombing, he said, had seriously af-
fected food supplies, agnculture,
water, electricity, hygiene and
health.

The heat of the summer has not
yet come. When it does the danger

crease. While Saddam’s military

country crushing rebellion, Western
sanctions are continuing to subject
the ordinary people to destitution.

Opposition to Saddam’s regime,
as before the war, cannot justify sup-
port for sanctions. the people of lraq
as a whole need aid, thh or without
Saddam.




- Rushing for t
| British politics today is dominated by a
| paradox. The Tories may have got rid of

Thatcher, but not the causes of their un-

popularity. Banana skins abound. The

economy is in deep trouble. Tory attacks
on education and local government
remain deeply unpopular. And the real

| effects of NHS Trusts - mass sackings of
health workers - are beginning to become

apparent. |
Such a situation should
lead to a certain Labour

- general election victory. But

the polls remain volatile -
one moment showing a
Labour lead, one moment a
Tory lead. For the average

~ voter it is extremely difficult

to discover the policy dit-
ferences between Tories and

| Labour. -

The rush to occupy the -

‘centre’ ground of politics—a

centre which has been
shifted drastically to the
right by the years of
Thatcherism - has
obliterated major differences
between the main parties.
‘Nowhere is this more true

than on economic policy.

Both Kinnock and Major are

converts to the old SDP watchword of the ‘social
market’. The social market means simply that
the market rules everything (and any talk of
social ownership is dispensed with), while its
adherents have a ‘conscience’.

No pledges

Labour is making absolutely no pledges -

about improvements in the lot of working
‘people under a Labour government. With the
sole exception of a national minimum wage,

“any other reforms will have to await the (l-

‘lusory) hopes of a major economic recovery.
' The change that Kinnockism has wrought on

 the Labour Party is drastic. While the Labour

left is still relatively strong compared with its
counterparts in countries like France and Ger-
many, there is no use pretending: it is much,
much weaker than it was, and many socialists

" no longer see any point in activity through the

party. o
How has this change been brought about?
Electoral defeats, in 1983 and 1987 have played

Editorial -

arole. Those defeats made it easier to argue the

party had to moveright. But election defeats do

not automatically shift parties rightward. The
explanation is more profound than that.

The basic reason is the successive defeats of
working class struggle in the 1980s, most cru-
cially the defeats of the miners strike, the dock-
ers and the print workers. During the 1980s
trade unionism declined from 48 per cent to 35

per cent of the workforce. These defeats were
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compounded by the successive Tory victories

against the local government left.

The Kinnockite operation in the Labour Party
has been centrally underpinned by the grip of
the ‘new realist’ right wing in the trade unions.
This grip is tightening with what seems likely
to be an important victory by the aptly-named
George Wright in the TGWU general secretary

“election. Time and again, it has been the right-

dominated union block vote which was the
foundation stone of Kinnock’s domination in
the party.. But on that foundation was built a
dramatic reversal of left domination in the con-
stituencies. |

“Strengthening left

organisations in the unions is
an obvious task”

What should socialists do now? One thing
that is certain is that the smug certainties of

Kinnockism are heading to a crash. The next

[ Economy - plunging into o

nosedive

o

election' will either produce defeat, and
Kinnock’s replacement, or the most right-wing

Labour government ever. A Kinnock govern-

ment would have nothing to offer the working
class; there is most unlikely to be a ‘honeymoon
period’ of mass good-will towards such a
government. Either way there will be new ruc-

‘tions in the party. It is too early to write off a

new surge of the Labour left for a whole period.
British politics are heading for profound
| transformations. The impor-

tant thing is that socialists

prepare for this new period.

What are the priorities?
Strengthening left organisa-

tion in the unions is an ob-

vious task, including crucially

beginning to organise against

the trade unions laws. |

In the. coming period un-

employment will go over

three million. Mass un-
employment will again be

used to discipline workers

and to force down wages. The

left has to begin to re-raise
demands for a 35-hour week
with no loss of pay, and for
work-sharing. But overall
socialists have to work
towards the preparation of a
coherent nation-wide
- | - socialist opposition.
Socialist Outlook supporters have been active
in building the Socialist Movement (5M). Link-
ing together socialists inside and outside the

Labour Party the SM, especially its ‘sectoral’

structures like Labour Party Socialists, Women
for Socialism and the Socialist Movement Trade

Union Committee can play a vital role in or- -

ganising such an opposition.

The new-style Socialist Outlook will fight to
build the Socialist Movement. More than that
we will fight to win new forces to the politics of
Marxism. We reject the fainthearted pessimism
of those who who think that 1980s Thatcherism

and its ghastly Kinnockite mirror-image shows

'us our future indefinitely.

The events in eastern Europe have shown us
how quickly things can change. British politics
will change drastically, that is certain. The ques-
tion is whether the left will be ready for these
changes. Socialist Qutlook will fight to help en-
sure that it will. | <

m sorry’MljS B.
Were replaciv
You wirth Thfg

g—
o~

, UTLOOK
he centre ground

CBI director John Banham got

| himself into trouble with his Tory

friends last week by pointing out
that the economy is stili plummet-

ing. In reply, confident noises
have been made all round ,inline

with chancellor Norman Lamont’s
budget statement that the
economy ‘would begin to turn the
corner’ in the second half of the
year. t |
Upward blips in the general
decline are not impossible. But the
overall situation is that Britain's
secular economic decline, inter-
rupted by the mid-80s boom years,
has resumed with a vengeance.
The best estimates put the rate of
decline of economic output at four

‘per cent a year— roughly equal to the

pre-1990 growth rate in Germany,
although Germany's growth may
decline because of the costs of
reunification.

Last year something like 25,000
businesses went bust—a 35 per cent

increase over 1989. And last month's

record increase in unemployment to
an official rate of over 2 million show
the scale of the recession

What has happened to the con-
fidence of the mid-1980s Thatcher
years? The British economy boomed
in those years because the US
economy did. ‘Reagonomics’ meant

- the vast pumping of state deficit

finance into arms production,
financed by massive borrowing from
Germany and, above all, Japan.

The result was a speculative
‘boom which boosted world trade but

did nothing to solve the basic
problems of either the British or US
economies. Britain's industrial base
was not restored; industrial produc-
tivity in the US took a back seat to the
epoch of the junk bond dealers.

Like all speculative booms, the
result was crash — in this case the
November 1987 stock market crash.
Once that had happened, the US and
especially Britain were faced with the
danger of resurgent ‘stagfiation’ -
falling output plus raging inflation.

The consequence has been the
adoption of high interest rates and a
sharply deflationary strategy. For

Britain the only way to avoid pushing:

down wages to crush inflation would

have been allow-
ing the value of
the pound to falll.
This .is now ex-
cluded by mem-
bership of the
European Ex-
change Rate
Mechanism. |
The conse-
quences of the
recession for the
working class are
stark. Unemploy-
ment will rise
sharply exerting
further downward pressure on
wages. Employers will fight hard in
1991/92 to prevent wage settlements
being nearly as high as they were in

‘No. 1

-1989/90. We are back to the same
cycle of decline as existed in the
early 1980s.
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Tube workers

prepare strike
action!

‘byan RMT tube worker

London Underground

(LUL) management are

~preparing to smash effec-
tHive trade unionism on the

Tube, removing workers’
right to strike, paving the

~way for privatisation.

Meanwhile, underground

workers and booking of-
fice staff are preparing for
“acton.

‘Major restructuring of the
industry is being imple-

mented on a planned basis in |

order to force the rail
workers’ union, the RMT, to
defend its weakest members
first. They hope to kill not just
two, but three, bu'ds with one

stone: to impose a no-strike
agreement, to rid themselves

of a score of militants, and to
prepare for pnvatlsatlon

+ This grim reality is being

dressed up in a package of
cuts in staffing,
safety which would result in
the loss of at least 2,000 jobs,
the tearing up of numerous
agreements and the destruc-
tion of collective bargaining.

Split workforce

However, train drivers are
not being attacked in theshort
term, in an attempt to split the
workforce. The leadership of

the train drivers union,

ASLEF, is doing everything to
assist the management —in a
‘vain attempt to safeguard
their right to organise drivers

This is consistent with
ASLEF's history of sec-
tionalism and capitulation to
new realism.

They are not, of course,
giving the membership an
opportumty to express their
view. In addition, the Assis-
tant General Secretary of the
union, has announced that
members respecting RMT
picket lines cannot expect
automatic support. By con-
trast, the TSSA, which or-

~ ganises booking officestaff, is
balloting to take action.

The London Underground .

management is still smarting
from their defeat in 1989. This

is not over the Train
Operators’ pay claim, which
was eventually ineffectual.
Rather, they want to avenge

- the defeat of their attempt to
destroy the ’seniority
principle’.

Had they succeeded, the
majority of agreements

- would have been under-
mined, along with joint

‘negotiating structures. It was

the co-ordinated strike action
on rail and underground that
stopped public transport and
won the strike.

- The RMT is now ballotmg. |
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service and

for strike action. Workers

who take strike action will be

asked to sign a statement on
their return to work. This will
require workers toworkinac-
cordance with current duty

rosters and not to take action

against their contract.
The management correctly

guess that whatever the -

union instruction, half of the
membership will sign under
duress. This is not because
they don’t want to fight or are

anti-union. The nature of the

industry, with hundreds of
booking-on points, gives a
built-in advantage to the
management.

Suspended

- After a second strike, a fur-

ther 25% would sign and the
rest of the workers would be
suspended without pay or
dismissed. At this point the
’refuseniks’ could apply for
their jobs back. The manage-
ment assume that the activists
will not apply - and would
‘reject any thatdid.
Immediate all-out action
would solve many tactical
problems. Given that one-
*lay strikes were successful in
1989,
have decided to commence
the action in this way, despite
arguments to the contrary

Strike Rally-Frtends Meeting

" House, Euston, Wednesday 8

May.

the RMT executive
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NALGO s 500 000 whlte collar staff face [ob losses

NALGO ducks

‘redundancy flght

ThIS week sees the start of a huge
one and a half-million pound
- publicity campaign by NALGO.
But publicity campaigns and the

tanfare about the prosed merger .

with NUPE and COHSE cannot
disguise the fact that many
NALGO members are under
siege.

NALGO's half-million white collar
local governme’nt- workers are

* by Fred Leplat (Islington
NALGO)

threatened with a tide of redundan-

cies. All over the country councils are
demanding jobs losses. Councils af-

fected so far include Haringey (1200),
Lambeth (600), North Tyneside (700),
“Harrow (200), Derbyshire County
(1000), Liverpool (1000), Newcastie

(850) and many others.

D|5|IIU$|on fuels right

wing in

By Martin Anthony
VOTING takes place in May for
the new General Secretary of the
Transport and General Workers
Union (TGWU), to replace Ron
Todd whois retiring nextyear. The
two main contenders are right-
wing George Wright and Todd's
favoured candidate, his deputy Bil

| Morris.

 Moris, who has been nominated
by 1163 branches is supported by the
Broad Left, although his record is
hardly left wing. On crucial struggles
he has adopted the same attitude as
Todd, especially in insisting that
workers must not break the law. But

like Todd he doesn't go all the way

with the extreme right of the union.
~ Most of the regional secretaries,
the power-base of the right, are sup-
porting George Wnght.

‘Wright, presently secretary of
region No. 6 (South Wales) has been
nominated by 1120 branches. He is

farto the right: if he wins, the TGWU

Page 4

will occupy an even more right-wing
position than Bill Jordan's AEU.
Wright is strongly supported by the
popular press, especially the Daily
Mirror, which has run a strong cam-
paign on his behalf.

A clear idea of the way anht

would run theTGWU has been given

in a circular he sent to branch
secretaries. His starting point is the
poor financial position of the union. In

~ an obvious attempt to buy votes, he

promises to increase the secretaries’
commission — the money paid to
branch secretaries for collecting
subs. |

" He calls for the National Union of

Mineworkers to be united with the
scab ‘Union of Democratic Miners,
and brought into the TGWU — but
declares that Arthur Scargill would
not be allowed into membership!

The TGWU under Wright would be
part of the engineers’ (AEU) and

electricians’ (EETPU) axis. This

would not justbe a shift forthe TGWU
but a major shift in the balance of

TGWU elechons

power in the union movement as a
whole It would have major implica-
tions for the Labour party,strengthen-
ing the hold of ‘new realism’ and
Kinnock .

Because of this, the left is (reluc-
tantly) supporting Bill Morris. It wili not

be an easy battle. The Broad Left are

making much of the fact that when
Wright stood against Todd last time
he had more branch nominations but
lost. This time Morris has more
nominations than Wright.
But the battle is different this time.

Media interest is intense. The right

are waging a powerful campaign. And
dissatisfaction with the existing
leadership is widespread.

Monis is part of the leadershlp
which let down the dockers; he is
rightly seen as bemg part of the prob-
lem.

Disillusionment could lead to a big |
vote for Wright — and that would be a

major defeat for the left in the labour
movement as a whole.

\':::‘

After five years of cutbacks among "
manual workers, now NALGO

- workers are under attack. Some of the

worst attacks have come from Labour
councils. |
Last year NALGO's local gover- |
ment membership went down 5000;in
the next eighteen months up to -
50,000 jobs could be at risk.
But NALGO has no answers. Local

branches are being encouraged

simply to negotiate the best redun-
dancy deal. -
Central government fundmg of

~ local govemment has fallen from 60

per cent in 1979 to 33 per cent this
year. Apart from the abolition of the
GLC and Metropolitan counties, the
btggest jobs losses have been in ser-
vices affected by competitive tender-
ing — direct labour, refuse collection,
cleaning, and catering. Butthe poll tax
squeeze on council funding -now
threatens a whole swathe of non-
statutory services. In Haringey, for ex-
ample, there is now no adult educa-
tion or school meals; whole areas of
social services, education and hous-
ing are to go.

There is absolutely no natlonal or
district-wide campaign organised by
NALGO against the redundancies.

The only significant fightback has

been a 3-day city-wide strike in Liver-

~ pool including both NALGO and the

GMB, and some sections are now on
all-out strike. Action is also being

planned in Islington, Lambeth and

Derbyshire.

However, these are |solated ex-
amples. These attacks cannot be
fought on a branch-by-branch basis,
and the members know it. They will
support industrial action which offers
a prospect of winning, not long-drawn

out local action with littie chance of

success. This means a national in-
dustrial action and publicity campaign
involving the whole local government
membership. Merger with NUPE and
COHSE may be an answer for
defending the NALGO apparatus but

it won't, on its own, defend jobs. And

once NALGO starts suffering mass
redundancies there is a danger of de-

“recognition to foliow.
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Left organises agalnst

by Pete Firmin

RECENT WEEKS have seen the
Labour leadership step up the
witch-hunt of the left. This has
more to do with removing any
potential challenge to a future
government than the appease-

‘ment of the popular press.

Though the two most prominent
cases have been the suspension of

13 Labour councillors in Lambeth

and 29 in Liverpool, the witch-hunt

| has spread further with the suspen-

sion of 7 councillors in Bristol and the

1 suspension of Brighton CLP.

In addition, alleged supporters of

Socialist Organiser have been
| suspended in Nottingham East CLP,
Sheffield and Southampton. Sup-

porters Labour Briefing and Socialist

Outlook now look like likely targets
too, with threatenin noises coming

Women for Socmhsm

 Trade union
“conference

from the Labour Coordinating Com-
mittee, the leading proponents of the
witch-hunt.

Though some are justified by their
supposed connection with a left ten-
dency, most suspensions have oc-
‘curred due to refusal to implement
the Poll Tax and carry out cuts.

Local campaigns have been es-

tablished in Lambeth and Brighton

with support from the majority of the

Labour Parties concerned.

‘Aparticular feature of the sntuatuon
in Liverpool has been the standing of

~ 'Real Labour' candidates against

those imposed by Kinnock's
bureaucracy.

However, this has not been linked
to a campaign against the witch-
hunt, and some have expressed
fears that this could lead to
widespread further expulsions.

called -

by Sam Inman

THE LABOUR Party has dis-
covered that women win
votes. With the general elec-
tion looming in the not too dis-
tant future, the debate over
Labour’'s programme for
women will intensify.

All this comes at a time
when the pressure on women
 activists has never been
greater. But with so much hap-
pening politically there is an
- even greater tendency for

- women’'s experience to be mar-
ginalised. This can be seen as
not just a political marginalisa-
tion of ‘women’s issues’, but

also through burning-out with -

overwork, the experience of
- sexism within the labour
movement and many other
reasons.

Despite the rhetoric this
marginalisation is not just con-
fined to the right wing of the
labour movement. It very
much exists throughout the
whole of the left. It is not
surprising then, that Women
for Socialism, the autonomous
socialist feminist network
within the Socialist Movement,
has also been subjected to this
squeezing effect. -

Very often on the left it is
clear that women'’s polltlcal
work and their experience is
underplayed and under-
valued. This was seen most
recently in the anti-war move-
ment where WIS activists
played a pivotal role.

They usually led the way in
challenging the right-wing of
the movement as well as being
the only current to seriously
build a women’s dimension to
the work through Women
Against War in the Gulf
(WAWG).

It is often forgotten that it
was WIS who called the first
action in Britain that launched
the anti-war movement here.
The reason why WI{5 could
respond so quickly was that
they had an extensive inter-
nationalist background that
could be drawn upon.

Whilst building WAWG has
been and still is very valuable
for WIS, the experience has not
been without its problems.

Being in the leadership of

WAWG meant that the inde-
pendent profile of WIS suf-
fered through the strain on
resources. WfS was unable to

capitalise on it's success and

bring more women activists
into its ranks.
Women for Socialism is now

trying to turn this situation

around, build its own profile
and show that socialist
feminism is alive and kicking
in the 1990s. There are several
important initiatives on the
horizon and space for plenty
more.

"Women in the unions” will
be the theme for a national
meeting called by WIS and the
Socialist Movement Trade
Union Committee. The meet-
ing, to be held at the end of

K|nnock s attacks

On a national level the vast
majority of the 'soft left’ have caved
in before the witch-hunt, with figures
such as Phil Kelly, ex-Editor ‘of
Tribune, remaining the exception to
the rule. On the Labour National Ex-
ecutive, Tony Benn and Dennis Skin-
ner remain the only two prepared to
defend party democracy. -

However, opposition is now being
organised in a more united and sys-
tematic way than ever before. Since
the current attacks have hit a much
wider swathe of activists than pre-
vious attacks on the left, such as the
1982 expulsion of the Miltant
Editorial Board, it has been possible

 to assemble a broader response

around issues of party democracy.
A meeting called by Lambeth
Against the Witch-hunt, and End the
Ban (the campaign against the ban
on SO) on Apnl 27 made umportant.

John Harris

November, will
be an excellent
opportunity to
collectivise the

hidden ex-

perience of
women trades
unionists.

Jo Richardson
MP’'s Sex Equality

Bill, likely to be a cornerstone

of Labour’s policy for women,
could well
momentum for a major cam-
paign around the problems
that working women face.
Women for Socialism con-
tinues to play a role in other
Socialist Movement projects in
trying to ensure that these are
geared to the needs of women

activists. WS members have
been involved in the SM

Education Working Group,
Labour Party Socialists and the
Red-Green Network.

WIS also plans to have
public forums around issues
that members feel need discus-

"sion on the left. Domestic

violence, child sexual abuse,
women and health, the ex-
perience of Kurdish women,

‘and the future for socialist

ferrinism are some of the
themes suggested so far.
Socialist feminists now need
more than ever to set their own
political agenda. Women for
Socialism can provide a net-

‘work that allows us to do just

that.

provide the

~John Harr‘ig. o
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Arguing for democracy at GCHO and against It ln tho Labour Party'

progress towards establishing a
unified campaign against the witch-
hunt. :

The meeting, attended by repre-

_ sentatives from more than ten areas,
- agreed to produce a newsletter and

organise resolutions and fringe

“meetings for Labour Party con-
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ference. The high d.egr_ee of co- |
operation achieved at the meeting

indicates that these practical steps
forward will be followed by the estab-
lishment of united campaign to lift the
suspensions and re-establish party
democracy.

)
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School testing -
back to grammar

schools

EDUCATION secretary Ken-
nneth Clarke let the cat out of
the bag when he revealed last
week that that opted-out
secondary schools are going
to have the opportunity to be-
come grammar schools much
more quickly than expected.

In effect, the government plans
the gradual return to grammar
and secondary modern schools.

The new testing of seven-year
olds (Standard Assessment
Tasks or SATS) fits in with this
plan. The five week testing period
which seven year-olds (now
called Year 2 pupils) will have to
undergo is desighed to start
streaming children, in prepara-
tion for an 11 plus-style selection.

The five week period of SATS
means children repeating work

No. 1

they have already done and more
work for indreasingly hard-
pressed teachers. At the Easter
NUT conference a huge majority
voted to boycott SATS.

But NUT General Secretary
Doug MacAvoy madeit quite clear

that, for the seond year running,

he will ignore conference

decisions. The resistance to

SATS has been left to sporadic
boycotting at local level.

The government has taken ad-
vantage of MacAvoy’s sabotage
to announce that it is going back
on its pledge to restore teachers’
negotiating rights.

Kenneth Clarke claims that this
will give teachers a ‘professional’
status like doctors and judges.

Teachers forced to administer yet

another government change
which adds to their work-loads
are unlikely to be takenin.
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South Africa

ANC shows o

new

belligerency

By Charlie Van Gelderen
THE AFRICAN National Con-

gress has given the De Klerk

government an ultimatum.

It has called for its resignation
and for it to cede to a 'neutral’
interim government. This is to
prepare for multi-party negotia-
tions for a new post-apartheid
constitution.

It has come on top of a

demand for the sacking of Mini-
ster of Defence Magnus Malan,
and Minister for Law and Order
Adriaan Viok.

However the ANC leadership
softened the impact. They
denied that their demand was the

"Cholera -

e

immediate resignation of  the
government. Instead they
wanted recognition of the neces-
sity of Sbch a government to

safeguard the transition to
democracy. The government

then rejected both an interim
government and a constituent
assembly. |

| Why has the ANC leadership-
- changed its tactics? Why has it

gone from calling for the sacking
of defence and security mini-
sters, to demanding the resigna-
tion of the government? The

answer is not only the repressive

role of the state, but also the

intemal politics of the ANC - a

the price

~of imperialism

THERE COULD be no
greater indictment of im-
perialism and the debt crisis

than the outbreak of cholera

inLatin America.

The epidemic is already the
worst this century - a ghastly
throwback to a time when
drugs were scarce and ineffec-
tive.

More than 1000 people have
died of the disease in Peru
since February. Another
150,000 are affected by the
disease. It is not confined to the
towns but has reached the far-
thest-flung villages. It has
spread from Peru to Ecuador,
Colombia, Chile and Brazil. Ex-
perts think that 3 million people
will contract the disease in
Brazil in the next few years.

No. 1

May 1,1991

‘The disease  has
hospitalised 140,000 people in
Peru, in addition to those who |
have died. Peruvian health
minister Carlos Vidal says he
expects there to be 10,000
fatalities and that there are
300,000 carriers of the dis-
ease.

Cholera is exclusivelya dis-
ease of the poor. In areas with
proper sewage and clean water
it is almost impossible for the
disease to spread. @

World Health Organisation
experts say it will take 15 years
to eliminate the disease. With
proper sanitation and nutrition
it could be eliminated in
months. The tens of thousands
who will die are victims of im-
perialism and the debt crisis it

‘has inflicted on the continent.
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situation of which the govem-

ment is aware. |
There has been growing dis-

satisfaction in the ANC at what is

- seen as the pliable positions of
- the Mandela leadership. This

has been manifested in the
power struggle between the
pragmatics’ and ’radicals’. The
‘pragmatics’ are led by the ANC's
international Relations chief,

~ Thabo Mbeki, and the 'radicals’
by the head of military staff, Chris

Hani. -
The struggle between the two

~ leaders is over who will succeed
Mandela as Vice President when -

he, as expected, succeeds
Tambo as President at the
ANC’s June conference.

But this conceals real differen-
ces between the 'Robben
Islanders’, the exiled leadership,

and internal members. There is

also tension over SACP\ ANC
relations. Dual membership,
regarded as advantageous to
the communists by ANC mem-
bers, is being questioned.

Distrusi

Thereis distrust of the leader-

ship among ANC members and
a growing belief that they must
be challenged. One West Rand
activist was quoted in Vrye
Weekblad

‘They think that a few grey-
heads can take decisions (like in
the 1950s) and the rest must fol-
low. It is high time that the ANC
leadership recognises that
negotiations are about the
aspirations, the emotions and
the dreams of people.

The way in which negotiations

are being conducted now ex-
cludes us. We have shed our
blood for democratic institutions
and we are not going to be
silenced now.’

This reflects the views of a
large section of ANC members
and supporters in the townships.

Suspicion arises because a

.~ deadline, 9 May, was originally

set for the resignation of the two
ministers and govemment action

to halt the township killings.

This was despite the ANC
December conference decision
that the deadline should be 30
April. "'The goalposts are being
constantly pushed back because

International News ____
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the leadership is afraid of the
reaction of the people on 30
April. The new deadline has
nothing to do with the people. It
is the NEC’s deadline. As far as

we are concerned 30 April

stands. After that we will see
mass actions like those of the
early 1980s.’

Plans for mass actions were

-discussed at a closed session of
- about 200 members including

Alan Boesak and Bantu
Holomisa. : |

It wamed leaders to prepare
to go abroad after 30 April. It was
thought necessary to make
emergency plans because it was
expected that the govemment
might declare a state of emer-
gency, with thousands arrested.

Actions contemplated are
prison hunger-strikes, consumer
boycofts and stay-aways.

Lawson Mohlomi, Publicity

Secretary of the ANC Youth

League in Heideberg, expects
that the white right-wing may use
the situation to launch arace-war
and 'we will have to consider

~going over to the armed struggle

once again'’.
According to him, many youth
cadre are already going abroad.

Pragmatic

In order to contain this fervour
Mandela, believed to favour the
pragmatics’, has supported the
interim govemment. This new
position was adopted at a meet-
ing between the ANC and the
Pan Atrican Congress (PAC) in
Harare in mid-April. The an-
nouncement came from the PAC
General Secretary Benny
Alexander and was reluctantly

confirmed by the ANC’s General

Secretary Alfred Nzo.
This will strengthen the

“radicals’ in their fight for leader-

ship. It also underines the point
that rank-and-file pressure can
keep the leadership in line.

One side-effect of the growing
disillusion with the ANC leader-
ship is that the PAC has become
a serious force. Only two years
ago, the PAC was almost written
off in South African politics. The
new strength of the PAC forced
the ANC to agree to such a joint
meeting. It was the first since the
PAC-ANC spiit in the 1940s.

rld
rder

Kohl Defeat

GERMANY'S Christian Democrats suffered a major |
defeat last week when they lost the state elections in -
Rhineland Palatinate. Chancellor Kohl's party got |

| 38.7 of the vote against 44.8 per cent for the Social

Democrats (SPD). The Christian Democrats now

~control only one of the 10 state parliaments in what
| used to be West Germany.

The Greens got back into the state parfiament, |

| crossing the S per cent cut-off barier to get 6.9 per

cent. The defeat is due to growing disillusionment
with the economic effects of reunification. Kohl is

~unpopular in the east because of the growing un-

employment and austerity; and in the west because

| of taxes to pay for unification. |

Pavlovian reaction
THE CRISIS in the Soviet Union has taken a new

| twist with the events surrounding last week’s Central

committee. With the collapse of perestroika Gor-

| bachev is caught in a vise between the hard-line

Stalinist Soyuz group and the supporters of Boris
Yeltsin. Gorbachev has taken two main initiatives:
the economic rescue-package announced by prime
minister Pavlov, and the new union treaty proposals |
agreed with Yeltsin. | |

Paviov's ‘rescue package’ is a major move
towards growing authoritarianism. It would ban
stnkes and political rallies ‘during working hours'.
Goodbye perestoika, and now goodbye glasnosf as
well. | .

‘Cut benefits” - IMF

| THE INTERNATIONAL Monetary Fund has turmed
its well known skills at imposing austerity on the third

world to Britain. Last week it urged Britain to cut
unemployment benefit to curb wage increases. ~
Stating that Britain faced the worst recession of

| any major country, the IMF solution is aimed at using
- { the fear of total impoverishment as a discipline on
workers - when official unemployment has shot past o

two million. | o
An absolute majority of Europeans below the
poverty line now live in Britain, according to the EC.

Bulgaria, Hungary go for
- privatisation -

BULGARIAN PREMIER Dimiter Popov has an-
nounced that Bulgaria will have a new privatisation |
and property law by the autumn. Bulgaria has suf- {
tered worse than any other country from the coliapse
of the communist trading bloc; much of its economy
depended on subsidised trade with the Soviet Union
which is being withdrawn. It is owed billions of dollars
by Iraq, which it will not get back.

The country is ruled by an alliance of the ‘Socialist’
Party - the old CP - and the Union of Democratic
Forces, which includes 19 groups from the extreme
right to semi-anarchists,

- Meanwhile Japanese co'mpany Suzuki is to open '

a plant in Hungary to produce 60,000 cars a year.
General Motors and Ford already plan Hungarian
operations. GM is also pushing to open a plant in
Poland (see page 13). -

Hungary has passed a law to give huge compen-
sation in state bonds and land to those who had their
property confiscated by the former communist
regime. Hungary’s extremely successful co-opera-
tive famming sector is being dismantled and the land
given back to peasant smallholdings.

Palestinians - no deal

AS COULD HAVE been predicted, shuttle diplomacy
by US Secretary of State James Baker has come up
with nothing for the Palestinians. Doing something
for' the Palestinians was a US promise during the
Gulf war. But Baker has found the Israefi government
unwilling to make the slightest concession, especially
on the issue on new settlements and land seizures
by Israelis on the West Bank

A special meeting of PLO leaders in Tunis, called
to review the outcome of the Gulf war, rejected
proposals to oppose the US diplomatic initiative.




Midni

Last year, ALAN
THORNETT won a trip
to the USSR in a raffle

- to raise funds for the

new Socialist Move-
ment paper socialist.
He went in April, on

~ the eve of the massive

price rises. This is his
When our plane arrived in

Leningrad the pilotapologised
for the pot-holed runways and

the time it took to reach the

| dilapidated terminal.

But this was nothing com-

pared to the scene as we drove
through the suburbs. We knew

there would be queues, but:
- they were enormous. The
whole population seemed in-

volved in a quest to buy some-
thing from empty shops.

Our guide told us that the

- next day the price of all food,

manufactured goods and
transport would be raised by
an average 500 per cent, and
the rouble devalued by 500 per

- cent. It is hard to imagine the

impact.
Price rises

In many cases these were the

 first price rises since 1928, for

transport since 1939. Next day
the shops would be closed and
then the following day, 3
April, the new prices would
apply. There was an air of im-
pending catastrophe.

Our hotel was in the old
working class Vyborg district,
close the famous Putilov fac-
tory, (now the Kirov works),
the centre of the revolutionary

- convulsions of 1905 and 1917.

Now the people had nothing
in this most run down part of
the city.

People were inadequately
clothed in the freezing weather

~and lived in broken down

blocks of flats. They were sur-

rounded by a desolate en-
vironment which had been-

deteriorating for decades. I

had seen such conditions in_
- Govan in Glasgow in the

1960s. |
Public transport was exten-

| sive and frequent but falling

apart on unrepaired roads

broken up by winter. The

water in Leningrad comes out

of the tap a dirty brown colour
and is unfit to drink.

. Despair

This all left a feeling of
despair and anger at what
Stalinism had done to the
visions of 1917. We were look-

ing at a bureaucratised com-

mand economy which had lost
its ability.to command, and a

people who had lost all con-

fidence the ‘socialist’ system.
The enormity of the price in-

creases hit us the following

day when we saw the official
exchange raterise from 10 to 48
roubles to the pound. Our

Gorbachev: running out of ideas as well as food

guide told us that her wage
was KR120 a month. The
average wage is R230 and the
wage for a surgeon R300 a per
month, equivalent to just £6!

- To offset the impact of the
price rises the government
gave everyone a ‘token’ wage
increase of R60 a month.

The following day the shops
had more in them and the
queues were shorter. But the
new prices were staggering
when set against the wage
levels. A pair of shoes cost

- R200 and a woollen jumper be-
tween R200 and R300, against

an average monthly wage of
R230. A metro ticket had risen
from 5 kopecs to 15: even the
world-famous transport sys-
tem is becoming relatively ex-
pensive.

Food

The rent for a flat is about
three per cent of wages and
electricity and telephone
equally cheap. But this is little

.
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consolation if
clothes and
manufactured
goods are
beyond your
means, and
food is difficult
to get and of
very poor
quality.

Foreign travel
is theoretically
possible but in

sible if your

converts into
£6.

Even though
many people
have more
than one job
our impression

price  rises
must lead to a
social ex-
plosion. It was
no surprise to
learn, after
returning to
‘Britain, that
mass strikes had broken out.
Our tour started with the
famous Peter and Paul
fortress. We were shocked
when we realised that even the
tour itineraries were changing.
We were told about the
Fortress not as the place where
the Provisional Government
were taken after their arrest by
revolutionary workers in 1917,
but as the burial place of Peter
the Great, who we were told is
now very popular with the
Russian people! We dis-
-covered that many people are

supporting attempts to find

the remains of Tsar Nicholas I
and bring him to his ‘rightful
place’ in the Peter and Paul!
At the Winter Palace, it was
Peter the Great all over again.
You would not have known
that the palace had been the

seat of the Provisional Govern-

ment and had been stormed in
the October revolution.
In fact most revolutionary

practiceimpos-

month’s wage

was that the

R
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sights are now off the tourist

itinerary altogether. We left the
tour and made our own way to
the Smolny Institute — the
headquarters of the Bolsheviks
and the seat of the revolution-

ary soviet government before it

moved to Moscow. Lenin’s

room in the building, which

our guide book, told us still
had 250,000 visitors a year, was
closed to the public. We had to
find the Tauride Palace, the

seat of the Petrograd Soviet

and venue for the 2nd congress

of the comintern in 1919, and
the Leningrad Duma building
ourselves.

The black market is
everywhere. Hotel workers try

- to sell you watches and make

currency deals as they serve
you dinner. Our attempt to

retrace the steps of the

Petrograd masses along the
Nevsky Prospect resulted in us.
being assailed by dozens black-
marketeers selling anything for
hard currency. Our walk was

impossible.

Life was noticeably better in
Moscow - although still very
difficult. Our hotel was 16
kilometres from the centre in

the midst of miles of huge drab
blocks of flats. Our guide told
us that 20 per cent of Moscow
families share a flat with-

another family. And virtually
all young couples start theirlife
together with parents. You
have to be married to even be
considered for a flat.

At the Kremlin where we
wereagain told about the Tsars
and the history of the churches.
Prompted by questions our
guide  explained  that

‘communism’ had failed and-

the country now had to tum
towards capitalism. An old
British CP loyalist in the group,
who was visibly shaken by the
state of things, suggested that

- there were parts of the world
‘where people were worse off —

‘Bangladesh for example’, she
suggested. This did not make

our guide feel any better.
Weskipped the convent tour

 No. 1

&

and went to the Lenin museum

where we were almost embar-
rassed to find ourselves the
only visitors in the huge build-

- Ing. ~

We were given our own
English speaking guide who
had clearly not yet come to
terms with the new situation.
Half way through the one and
a half hour tour he took us to
one side to ask where all the

- tourists had gone. He was mor-
tified when we told him that

the museum had been taken off
the tourist itinerary.

The version of history he
was expounding, however,
was part of the problem rather
than the solution. Trotsky, he
told us with some pride, had
been ‘expelled from the party’
in 1912 in order to establish it
as a ‘pure Bolshevik party’. He
then managed to tell us about
the revolution without men-

tioning Trotsky. Any moves

towards the rehabilitation of
Trotsky had clearly not
reached his tour script — al-

though in the museum there

were some newly displayed

photos with Trotsky included.

This distortion has clearly
done great damage. The con-
stant identification of the
regime with Lenin has done its
work. In the minds of most
people Lenin is as responsible
for the situation as Stalin.

We went from the Lenin

museum to join a two hundred

yard long queue outside Mc-
Donalds in Pushkin Square,
passing the Pizza Hut in what
used to be Gorky Street. That
McDonalds is a smash hit with
people—many makeit their big
night out — is in some ways the
greatest condemnation of what
has taken place in the Soviet
Union.

 Our stay concluded with the
Orthodox Easter weekend and

images of the reemergence of |

religion. A small church near to

- our hote] was inundated with -
people — many of them older

women. We estimated that it

was visited by about 1,000

people an hour on a housing

- estate of 50,000 people.

The position of women was
depressing as well. Women are
in the workforce, but they are
also the ones who join the
queues at the end of the day.
Pornography is back on the
streets in a big way and pros-
titution, at least in the tourist

‘hotels, is extensive.

‘The problem with our
revolution’, our guide told us,
‘is that all the rich were

- eliminated and now we are all

poor’. It was a view shaped by
the distortion of history and
the failure of the command
economy. We left asking ‘how
long can the USSR survive'.

- The answer must be ‘not much

longer'.
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TOWARDS the end of the Guif war, NEAL ASCHERSON, well-known left wing
commentator for the Independent on Sunday, wrote a column (‘Confessions of
a Reluctant Warmonger’) defending the US attack. PAUL CLARKE, a member
of the Socialist Outlook editorial board, wrote to him accusing him of backing
a barbaric imperialist war. The following correspondence ensued.

Ascherson:

“Like all choices about wars, it

 was between evils:”

Dear Mr Clarke

Let me explain my position to you. Like
all choices about wars, it was between
evils: | ,.

1. The evil of war itself, and the slaughter to

which it led.

2. The evil, for the people of Iraq and for thee

populations surrounding Iraq — including the
Iranians, the Palestinians and the Israelis,
among others — of leaving the Saddam Hussein
regime triumphant and with its aggressive
power intact after the occupation of Kuwait.

| thought the second evil was the greater one.
The argument against using force against the
Iragi occupation could rest on one or all of
several points:

1. That no great harm to the region or the
worid would have resulted from leaving Saddam
in possession. Objection: the regional balance
would have been upset so violently that further
war would have been inevitable sooner rather
than later. Such further war would probably have
extended to other Arab countries the treatment
Saddam awarded to the Kuwattis and his own

people. It would have ended in another conflict

with Iran or Israel (a nuclear power devoid of
scruples about using such weapons).

2. That war is always and absolutely wrong. |
respect this view but would make exceptions to
it. The Cubans, for example, did a necessary job
for Angola. |

3. That sanctions would have worked, given
time. It would be comforting to believe that.
However, Iraq has been under an arms embar-
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go since 1985. | have always backed sanctions
against South Africa, but they have not been ef-
fective because Western corporations and
govemments have dodged them. The same has
been blatantly true about Iraq.

4. That to support the war meant supporting
American imperialism. Yes, it did. Supporting
the Red Army’s struggle in 1941-5 meant sup-

“porting Stalinist imperialism, but the effect of

Soviet victory was judged worth its price by
many non- and anti-communists (though fewer
now, | agree). This is the choice between evils,
again. In this case, my own hunch is that Bush's

New World Order is mostly flannel; the period

when the Americans dominated the world is
coming to an end with the end of the Cold War.

5. That disproportionate force was used. This
Is not an argument against the use of force it-
self, but it is true. The fighting should have
stopped when Saddam accepted the Soviet

- compromise and agreed to withdraw. if the truth

about the killing is ever told, we will find out that
most — perhaps 80 per cent — of the casualties
happened during the ‘hundred hours’ of the
ground war.

6. That because the Americans did nothing
about Timor, Pinochet’s Chile (which they large-
ly created), Tibet, etc, they must be opposed on
the rare occasion when they do take action
against an aggressive dictatorship. | do not un-
derstand this argument, except that it underines
that the Americans have a perceived national in-
terest in fighting Saddam, and none in fighting
Indonesia over Timor etc. Did anyone think

otherwise?

7. This is ‘an American war for oil'. As
everyone has said, if Kuwait had exported oran-

- ges, America would have left it to stew. Yet it is

not just about oil - even in American perceptions.

-The war was also meant in Washington to re-

store the kind of stability to the region which
American leaders want for many reasons.

| can’t guarantee that the outcome of the war
will be more peace and justice (though | have a
strong feeling that the feudal oil sheikdoms have
been dealt a mortal blow by it). But you have to
demonstrate to me that the world would have
acquired more peace and justice if Saddam had
not been threatened by a military response. Can
you?

- Yours sincerely
Neal Ascherson
March 4, 1991
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Clarke: “US militarism has been

Dear Mr. Ascherson,
I am not a pacifist, so my objec-
tions to your position are not about
eing always and absolutely
against war. My objection is
precisely on the point with which
you challenge me: the balance of
good and eVil, of peace and justice
— in the Middle East and
worldwide — of this war and its
aftermath.

Let me start by saying that the one
point you really concede — that the
force used by the United States was dis-
proportionate to the objective of
‘liberating’ Kuwait — seems to me a big-
ger point than you admit. Yes, the level
of violence used against Iraqi con-
scripts fleeing the battle (and surely to
Iraqi civilians as well?) was dispropor-
tionate to your objectives and the for-
mal objectives of the US: But was it real-
ly disproportionate to the real
objectives of the United States — to ut-
terly destroy Iraq as a regional power,
to crush Saddam’s army as a regional
threat? ~

Israel |

On this point I think there is anon se-
quitur in your argument. All the
dangers which you cite of leaving Sad-
dam in power, for example a possible
future war with Israel, would have ex-
isted if he had not invaded Kuwait. So
was it right to go to war against Iraq
even if the Kuwaiti invasion had not
taken place? Because if you follow the
logic of those like Fred Halliday (Idon’t
mean to imply you agree with all his ar-
guments) thatif it comes to a choice be-
tween fascism and imperialism, I
choose imperialism’ — then of course
the invasion of Kuwait has nothing to
do with it. It is enough that the US has,
in your words, ‘taken action against an
aggressive dictatorship’ to decide
which side you are on. - |

The violence and destruction visited

on the people and army of Iraq was ex-
actly in line with the kind of ‘Pax
Americana’ Bush wanted to impose on
the Gulf, and the worldwide
demonstration of US power he wanted
to give. This is the nub of the matter. I
never thought this was just a war about
oil (although strong Iraqi leverage over
the Gulf sheikdoms and Saudi Arabia
could have caused the US problems on
that front).

Rather the war was a straight con-

tinuation of the US policy initiated by

Reagan and Weinberger, to use US

military might and the political clout it

gives to bolster its declining world
dominance — especially against its
major economic rivals, Japan and a
German-led Europe. I think the policies
of the ‘80s, especially Star Wars and the
siting of Pershing and Cruise missiles
in Europe were intimately connected
with this objective. Military and politi-
cal leadership of the West through
NATO has been the vital cornerstone of
US post-war power. |

US victory
In this militarist project the Gulf war
was a big, if temporary, victory for the
US. The West was bounced into sup-
port for a US-led war, with a positive
spin-off for US power and influence in

the short term. And what will the con- -
sequences of that be? You must con-

cede that, at the very least, it will en-

courage the United States to continue
its use of militarism, especially against
the ‘third world’. The consequences of
that will be profoundly reactionary.

- I am not an apologist for the Castro
regime in Cuba, but ] am sure that what
the US would put in its place would be
very reactionary. Yet the Gulf war has
made this more likely. Castro is now
certainly in the US gunsights. I suspect
also that the ARENA government in El
Salvador sleep more soundly as a result
of the US war, knowing that it was now
easier for the US to intervene directly

e




trengther

against the FMLN if that becomes
necessary.

Let me put it another way. Why
shouldn’t the logic of the US confront-
ing a dictatorship apply to their in-
. vasion of Panama? There was a rotten,
corrupt regime, which routinely vio-
lated human rights, if ever there was
one. But so far as I know, all left wing
opinion in Latin America, and a very
broad swathe of liberal opinion too,
was against that invasion. Because in-
formed political opinion on that con-
tinent has very good reason to know
what a stepping up of US militarism in
the region means. ‘

Balance

This brings me straight back to the
question you asked me— can I substan-
tiate that the balance of peace and jus-
tice coming out of the Gulf war will be
worse and not better. That can only
mean ‘who does this war strengthen
and what will they do with this new
strength ?" Clearly the decline of US
economic power cannot be overcome
in the Arabian desert. But the US can,
and will, try to replace the Cold War
(intimately tied to its leadership of the
West) with a Western confrontation
against the ‘South’ and especially the
Islamic world. |

The gun turrets of a newly-defined
‘NATO can be swiveled from the east,
southwards. I do not think we can
regard this prospect with' equaninuty.
The terrible consequences of US
militarism — US imperialism — have
been visited in the last two decades on
the people of Nicaragua, of Vietnam, of
Grenada, of Cambodia — you know the
list as well as I do. Why should it be any
different in the future? It is even a fic-
tion to believe that empty waffle about
a new Middle East peace process doing

anything whatever for the Palestinians.

Especially as the war has only
strengthened the hand of Israel, and
Arab governments whose concern for
the Palestinians is ritual rather than
real.

0. The arrogant militarism of the
United States has been strengthened. It
will use that strength for wholly reac-

tionary purposes. That is my balance

sheet. -

What now are the prospects? Yes, the
bi-polar werld of the Cold War is gone,
to be replaced most likely by a trian-
gular struggle between the US, Ger-
many and Japan. That is the new world
order, not Bush’s fantasy. I think we
agree on that. . - -

But if ‘/Americanism’ is remorseless-
ly going under, it will not do so without
a fight. And it has terrifying resources

at its disposal.
Meek

It struck me during the war how
meekly Japan and Germany fell into
line behind the US. Neither felt stron
enough to dissent; neither is stron
enough for, or yet aspires to; leadershi
of the West. But when you have stron
capitalist powers in bitter rivalry with
each other, it has led, in the past at least,
always to military competition. This
will, I think, be the direct consequence
of the decline of the global power of the
USSR and the decline of American
hegemony.

For the moment perhaps Germany
will be obsessed with reunification and
eastern Europe. But in the medium
term the danger of a resurgence of
Japanese and German militarism must
be very strong. That is my second con-
clusion. The Gulf war has made a
revival of global tarism more like-

.

>

If I am only half right about the kind
of world which is emerging, then politi-
cal resistance to the many terrible
things that could happen is better
prepared by left wing and democratic
public opinion keeping its hands clean
of any support for what the partisans of
imperialist militarism have in store for
us. |

Yours sincerely

Paul Clarke S

March 23, 1991

victory, not ours.

Centre Stage — -

Ascherson:

“collaboration between

ocialist

imperialisms may be our dark

I future

Dear Paul Clarke,

Thank you for your letter. It was closely
argued, and | think that events since you

wrote are making some of your points

stronger. |
It is, | admit, the ‘liberal’ centre of the debate
which s disintegrating. The fate of the Kurds and

of the Shia rebellion strengthen those who say

that Bush did not go far or hard enough, who al-
ways argued that the coalitions armies should
go to Baghdad or — at least — that even the 100
hours ground war did not properly achieve the
objective of destroying Saddam’s military
machine. The same fates also, on the other
wing, help the arguments which you would more
easily accept: that any ‘limited’ war to throw Iraq
out of Kuwait was bound to flood over into un-
controllable, unintended and appalling human
consequences. That was one of the reasons for
opposing any war in the first place.

It is now difficult for me to go on using a sort

of utilitarian calculus to justify throwing Saddam -

out of Kuwait by force. The balance of pain has
swung the other way. The war is, in effect, still
going on and has led to more suffering in the

short term than if no attempt had been made to

liberate the Kuwaitis. | say: in the short term. My.
feeling that Saddam, unchallenged, would have
used his military power again remains, and |
don't accept your assumption that Saddam was
as likely to attack Israe! before his occupation of
Kuwait as after it. But that sort of gain:loss cal-
culation is unprovabile.

| have not used the ‘inevitability’ line.
Hobsbawm rather took it, in Marxism Today,
saying in effect that there was no way to avoid
the Gulf war — that America was bound to use

Clarke:

force against such a provocation to her interests

— but at the same time utterly deploring the war

and prophesying that all its consequences
would leave matters worse than before. It's not
that | disagree with Eric Hobsbawm. It's rather
that | feel it was an evasion. My sense was, and
at an instinct level still is, that any invasion of a
small country by alarger and cruelier one should
be resisted, and that it's no good hoping to be
choosy about one’s allies in the resistance.

Perhaps the moral for me, is that it's safer to
stay by instincts than argue by balances of suf-
fering when it comes to war. By the way, what
would your approach to the Kurds be now? You
can of course decline to have an approach. But
should they be assisted? Or is George Bush
right for all the wrong reasons? We may all wish
that another power, not only the Americans,
were in another position to save them physical
ly in their own country. But the wish remains
empty. |

We agree broadly over the New World Disor-
der, and the growing weakness of America.
About the new helplessness of Cuba and Latin
America in general, there’s no doubt. Yet | can-
not see the Gulf expedition as the beginning of
a new Pax Americana; it looks to me like the end
of something. Neither am | easy with your as-
sumption that the traditional context, rivalry be-
tween imperialisms leads to militarism and war,
still survives. it's a question of to what extent it
was ever true. The left has looked too littie into
collaboration between -imperialisms, and that
may be our dark future. = |

Yours sincerely

Neal Ascherson

April 2, 1991

“the poor and the oppressed

Dear Neal Ascherson,

A final thought. Did you ever see
the film ‘FIST" - a not very good
Sylvester Stallone piece loosely

based on the life of Jimmy Hoffa?
- As a rising rank and file Teamsters
union leader in the 1930s, the Stallone
character runs up against the bosses’
goon squads, a very realistic scenario
for the 1930s. How to defeat them? In
desperation he makes a pact with the
local Mafia. In return for their muscle,
he agrees to impose Mob-owned fruit
machines on all Teamster-supplied
premises — and he gets a rake off.

The strike is won — but at a price.
First, the Mob has the union leader in
their pocket. Before he knows it, he's
part of the Mob. And finally he’s assas-
sinated by them. '

Gut instincts may say the only prac-
tical thing is not to be too choosy about
your allies to fight oppression. But
‘victories’” won with the help of
gangsters turn out to be something dif-
ferent to what you expected. It's their
- My instincts are different to yours.
Mine say that the people who brought
us Vietnam, Cambodia, and the rest are
never going to take military action to
defend peace, freedomand justice. And
this is something which the Kurds
today are learning the hard way.

have to rely on themsleves”

This may be a harsh conclusion. It
means that the poor and the oppressed
cannot rely on any ‘power’ to achieve
justice, they have torely on themselves.
If that is impossibly utopian and un-
realistic, then the hope for a world not

ominated by imperialism is as well. It
means the end of all progressive hopes
since the Enlightenment and a descent
into barbarism. I don’t comfort myself
by thinking that a socialist world is in-
evitable. But since it depends on
human consciousness and action, then
it is possible. And has to be fought for.

Yours sincerely, |

Paul Clarke

April 15, 1991
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Life as we

Know

T -

TERESA HAYTER looks at
how the management -
techniques of
‘Japanisation’ are being
deployed in the car
industry.

BY 1992, the bulk of car produc-
tion at Rover's Cowley plant in

‘Oxford will end. Unless a new

model is brought in, the piant

could close altogether.
- Cowley jobs will have declined
| from 10,000 in 1988. Some of
Cowley's work will almost certainly
go to the new Honda-Rover plant
being builtin Swindon on a greenfieid
site.
The plant wil subject to the new

‘Japanese’ management techni-
ques. Honda intends that eventually
2000 workers will produce 100,000
“cars a year - many fewer jobs per car
than at Cowley.

Copied

Whatever the rhetoric, these new
managementtechniques - pioneered
in Japan but copied by increasing
numbers of British and other firms,
aim to cut jobs through speed-up.
The ‘best’ Japanese-copying firms

“require half the number of worker-
hours per car than the European

average. |
The adoption of the new techni-
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‘Lean production’ -
management by stress

ques is at an early stage in Britain.
But Japanisation hit the US earlier. A
much publicised book by the Mas-
sachusetts Technology hails the new
system as ‘Lean Production’.

From the other side, the rank and

- file union publication Labor Notes

calls them ‘Management by Stress’.

Labor Notes has studied a series
of plants where the so-calied team
concept’ has been applied. During
the 1980s the three big US can
manufacturers (Ford, General
Motors and Chrysler) threatened
their workers with closure if they did
not accept it. Most of them did.

As well as the threat of closure,

Us management used a lot of

rhetoric to get acceptance of the
team concept. Workers, they said,
would be given more respect. They
would have a say in their own jobs.

The system would be based on

mutual respect and commitment to
common goals. Workers and
management would eat in the same
canteens, park in the same car park
and even wear the same uniforms.

Union support
The national leadership of the

United Auto Workers (UAW) actively

supported the team concept. But the
workers won over to it so found out
what it was about.

"It meant warkers had to constantly
promote kaizan or ‘constant
improvement’. This means the
workers themselves suggesting how
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Directed by KEN
LOACH, written by
BILL JESSE
Reviewed by Sean
Tunney

- RIFF-RAFF is a state of the

nation address.

Stevie has left Scotland to
find work in the big city. He's
demolishing a hospital to
build luxury flats. He sees
needless death on the job, fol-
lowed by sackings of those or-
ganising to prevent others.

to load more work on to
some jobs so others could
be eliminated. They had to
'improve’ themselves and
their fellow-workers out of
jobs. ~
Each job itself was
minutely scrutinised and
routinised. Each cycle

must be performed exactly 1 ' '

the same way every 60
seconds. the team concept =

turned out to be a vicious
system of industrial dic-
tatorship.

In Britain, Ford and

General Motors are beginning to

transter the lessons the lessons they
have leamt in the USA to their British
plants.

Closure

At the Vauxhall piant in Ellesmere
Port senior stewards were
threatened with closure -and then

taken to General Motors plants in the

US to see what is expected of them.
They decided they had no aiternative
but to negotiate the best team con-
cept deal they could.

Ford workers in Britain have been
subject to changes explucntly called
‘after Japan'.

‘Once Nissan, Toyota and Honda
plants are open in Britain, the pres-
sures on other car plants will inten-

sify. ltthreatens to massively weaken

trade union organisation in the British
car industry.

Meanwhile in his squat he
fights with his Irish com-

panion, Susan. Serious sub-

jects dealt with by a socialist
director. Also, one of the fun-
niest films for years.

Loach achieves this humour
through an improvised style
similar to that of Mike Leigh's,
which lets the comedy emerge
through the characters on
Stevie’s site. This leaves space
for the film to probe the vi-
cious exploitation of the

labourer’s life to full effect,
without sermonising.
Played for laughs

So when health and safety
questions are all dealt with

they are. played for laughs.
Even the loos aren’t decently

kept, forcing them to use the
luxury show-homes to relieve
themselves, exposing them-

selves to the potential buyers.
Riff-Raff makes clear it is

harder to escape from the
brickie’s life ‘than it is for a
one-legged cat to bury a turd

‘on a frozen pond

The precarious life of false
names combined with the
constant threat of the P45 is

- deftly exposed. Despite this,

the film possibly over-roman-
ticises the class camaraderie
that this existence produces.
All the workers take a crack
at each other, but are quick to-
help each other out when
needed. Black workers live in
harmony with the whites, free
from racist attacks.
Inevitably, such subject
matter invites comparisons
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American womors, Japanese methods. doslgnlng for lesan in San Diego

Already at the Nissan plant in

Sunderiand, with the team concept
and the AEU negotiating a single-

union deal, the role of trade unionism
IS almost non-existent. |
Honda has an engine plant in
Swindon employing 500 peopie.
There is no union and Honda seems

intent on keeping them out. The

workforce is extremely young, and
workers’ co-operation is secured
through a combination of sticks and

| cairots.

-CompUIsory

There is compulsory overtime is
production schedules are not met;
jobs for life; and opportunities for
promotion for those who show en-
thusiasm for speed up. Management
and workers wear the same green
hats and white overalls, which makes

it easier, managers say, for former

with Bleasedale. But here Boys

from the Blackstuff's unrelent-

ing air of defeatismis replaced
by a spirit of defiance.
The socialist character in

‘Bleasedale’s series dies within

the first few scenes. In Riff- |

“Raff, the scouser, Larry,

played by Ricky Tomlinson,
provides a continuous witty

.commentary on the site’s class

war.
Accepted

He is accepted as one of the
gang by the rest, if not always
taken senously, since; ‘every
time you open your mouth, it
sounds like a Parliamentary
debate’.

- Indeed, when he starts talk-
ing about the 5,000 houses
built by Liverpool Council,

even heverges on self-parody.

Riff-Raff is a fine film. Its

authentic feel, comes from

being based on Bill Jesse’s real
life as a brickie. All the more |
reason therefore that it is
thankful that Columbia Pic- |
tures didn’t make this gem as
originally planned.

Columbia’s loss saved the
spectacle of Hollywood actors
Dick Van Dyking their way
through the British class
struggle. |

Instead Channel 4 agreed to
finance Loach’s
‘documentary’ style reading
of the script which suits its
gritty realism perfectly. Loach
manages to weave the serious |
and the comic to produce a
socialist parable and a great
film. Go see it.

accountants and salesmen to fill
gaps on the production line.

In Oxford, where we are faced
with the substitution of Honda jobs
for Cowley jobs, we want to spread
the word about what Japanisation
means. The Oxford Motor Industry

- Research Project has held a one-day

meeting on the topic, with convenors
and shop stewards from many car
plants nation-wide. We hope that
many more will follow. Thereis avital
need to build resistance nationally
and intemationally. |

“The proceedings of the research
Project Conference will be available
soon. Write to: Secretary, Publica-
tions, School of Planning, Oxford
Polytechnic, Gipsy lane, Oxford.
Teresa Hayter is the author of Aid as
Imperialism and other works on third
world econom:cs |
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y and Madonna
..Isshea B
feminist orisn’t &
she?

| genius. Warren Beatty, co-star  surrounding controversy is
SARAH PICKETT and in 'Dick Tracy’ and one-time that she’s turned this cultural
SAM INMAN try to lover of Madonna’s, attributes  stereotype on its head. Power-

, her success to her courage, ful and sexually assertive,
answer the question energy and the fact that she Madonna is the ultimate

SeX, morali

.
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LOVEHER orhate her, you  iy6rks damn hard. ‘wannabee’ for literally mil-

can’t ignore Madonna. Madonna’s own theory is lionsof young womenaround

Reputed to be worth that ‘it comes from a rebel-  the world. ' - o e R
around 70 million, she is liousness and a desire to fuck What really gets up the . ‘ . L

- the single most.successful with people’. Whatever the noses of most Madonna-
American businesswoman recipe and however con- bashers though, is her use of
in recent yearS. Singer and | troverSial, lt Certainly works. sex and Sexuality in her art.
songwriter, dancer and Yet when she stormed into  The latest outcry from the
actor, producer and busi- the d;(artfl in 192:33 lWltI.l the n}oral right came W1th th?

"~ ness person, Madonna squeaky disco hit ‘Holiday’  video for ‘Justify my love

3 | ’ T everyone saw her as just  where she is seen in bed with
oozes sex and SUCCESS. another bimbo. another woman.

~ Constantly evolving her The real key to her success This fuelled the debate seen

image she is onestep ahead of 5,4 the reason formuchofthe in the tabloids last year

everyone else, a creative | around Madonna's sexuality -
a debate initiated by her close

friendship with famous les-

bian comedian Sandra

- | S - Bernhard.
casional voyages into ‘sado-

The focus of controversy
Wonderful but amongst feminist and left
L
= | | - | masochist’ imagery. Thevideo _
still a fairy story | i g
. L | | " | her physically chained to a 8

critics is over Madonna’s oc-
bed. And with ‘Hanky Panky’

*

g
o
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| over evil. Not just because of the | sheagain provoked theaccusa-
wiflh | film's sympathy for the Sioux, but | tion of playing up to the .
| Dances Wlfh also because the soldiers are seen | woman-as-victim stereotype. .
. WOIVGS as unfeeling brutes, who get their | | | "
| Starring and directed by It;elc::]s ;::nm etge thought of Gostner Critics cannot see that she is
| EVIN COSTNER. . J g teasing their sensibilities.

. - | The film is a brave attempt to - e :
eviewed by Kate AReNs  porray the Siour notnthe tradton- | Some male critics had theirs

. al Hollywood way, but as real, good shattered when she simulated

" ' . ' . * ' t
THIS FILM was the child of one  people who fought to preserve their masturbation on stage a
man. He fought the estab- way of life from invasion by the wﬁlmbley laStrYfa;?;e]élﬁgrh
“shment Of Ho" Ood to create Whites. itis a falry tale Story, not a i IE!mS()n W O e B : e %
it. He fought themwimngness of realistic portrayal of lfe in the mig | dian in a blistering attack on ™ S |

. : : nineteenth century in America. such male art critics last year - thesto uld be com-
American financiers 1o put ™, " ie notin s portrayal of | - they just don’tunderstand that . pletel;y different. Inm.
money info It. . therights and wrongs oftheinvasion | women can camp it up too! ages of sexually asser-

He directed it and he stamedinit. ¢ A norica by whites, but that itis a | Madonna herself recognises | tive women can only be
And he won. The film won seven g, apot that invasion presented | the difference between fantasy L 00od. What socialists
Oscars and has received rapturous g0, o white perspective. and reality, consensual and :-3: %eed to do is use the
critical and box office acclaim since Itis not a film about the destruc- | Mon-consensual sex. Ina recent Solitical space open'ed

| s release last year. ~tion of the Sioux way of life from the

| ‘1 The story s told through the diary . . L
. | perspective of the Sioux. This is the
of Lieutenant John Dunbar ., tragedy: even in a film which is

Costner) who is left alone in a : .
S | , trying to present an honest view of
deserted outpost on the American i, the Europeans did in America,

g rog!ier. - mf,;ets agd"i]sbeft:'}e;lhderg the real victims are still not thre ones
)Y SIOUX peopie an roug e who tell the Story.

comes to change his perceptions of Within these limitations however,

botg SiouBang thi’te gglturte. e Dances with Wolves is a wonderful
' " h°°"’ ‘;g t;’ S?CI esb t° "t' ° film. The majestic mountains, the
MS home with the Sioux, DULTEWIM- — 4a0 51910 wildemess, the brutality of
ing to.the ouipast to collect his 0 American army and contrasting-
belongings, he discovers that ok yhe difficult yet harmonious life of

diers have retumed. : :
- : o the Sioux are all captured with al-
; The soldiers are gleeful at the painful intensity. -

F thought of having captured a real Thirteen years after the film was

Channel 4 interview shesaid, ‘1
chained myself. There wasn’t a
man standing there making me
do it. Degradation is when
someone else is making youdo
something against your
wishes.

‘1 may be dressing like a
bimbo but’min charge - of my
fantasies, my career, my life.
Isn’t that what feminism is all
about? In society a woman
who is overtly sexual is to be
feared. What I am saying is, 1
can dress this way, behave this
way - but I'm in charge.’

up by the controversy
to argue that sexual
freedom should exist
for all women not just
those at the top.
Alexandra Kollontai
wrote that there has
never before been a
| time  ‘when  the
| problems of sex have
occupied such a central
. place in the life of
She’s a champion of bour-  gociety.” Eighty years on and
ge()is individualism, in many socialists still don’t ap-
KOllalliltai' Sbse('anse of the Phli asei preciate the social and class
A | as weil as being an examplie 0f  gjonificance of sex and
ive ‘injun” and when he tums outto  ¢o1 v tact aroun of free Siouxgave | | Madonna breaks sexual 5 cjagsic risegfrom ragi—to— m(g)rality.Madonna has helped
be mefely d d.esener from tl:'e.army themselves up'IO white rule. It has taboos. But She Wa‘l'l:'tS to riches. And yes she could even open the debate amongst mil-
are only marginally less satisfied at - taken this long for the struggle of provoke open discussion on  pa qescribed as a feminist, al-  lions of young working class

the prospect of him being hangedas  atjve Americans to gain even this | Sexuality, particulasly With  peit of the bourgeois variety.  people. it's time that revolu-
a"?t']“’[;.". hese soldiersbythe  MUCh recognitionin Hollywood. How O D s to take “the  Thefactremains thatisbe . tionary socialists take it

. ex ".]go ese Soiaiers Dy .e Iong will it be before a Sioux can u ., €r s E; I 0 AID P d cause she’s asexually assertive Seriously tOO0. Brmg back Kol-
looked upon as a triumph of right ‘safe sex not no sex’. -' troversial. If she were a man |
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Why marxists don’

oppose all wars

Opposition to needless
death and suffering is a
driving force behind
-most who turn to
socialism: but why is it
that marxists refuse to
join the pacifist denun-

ciation of all wars?
HARRY SLOAN ex-
plains. |

IT TAKES TWO to tango, and
it takes two sides to make a
war. But though locked in a
mutual, deadly battle, the two
combatants will by no means
always be equal in the eyes of
the working class and the op-
~ pressed. |

War has been correctly
described as nothing more
than the ‘continuation of
politics by other means’; and
just as there are many

types of war.

Unlike pacifists, who
denounce any war regardless
of the specific circumstances,
‘marxists seek to make a con-
crete judgement on each war as
it occurs. Before we decide our
attitude, we want to analyse
‘who is waging it, and on behalf
of which class interests.

Class struggle -

Unlike pacificism, marxism

starts not from moral abstrac-

tions, but from a materialist
analysis which makes it pos-
sible to understand the in-
evitable connection between
wars and the class struggle
within each country. We also
‘know that wars cannot be

‘abolished’ unless capitalism,

which has carved the world

varia-
tions of political struggle, so
there is a whole spectrum of

. agendo

- into'rival states and which per-

petuates exploitation and op-

- pression, is overthrown.

As socialists seeking the
overthrow of capitalism we
recognise the legitimacy of ¢ivil
wars, those waged throughout

history by the oppressed
against their oppressors
(slaves against slave-owners;

serfs against feudal lords;
workers against the capitalist
class). |
. Equally we support wars of
national liberation, in which
oppressed mnations fight
military occupation or colonial
domination by a ‘great’ im-
perialist power. =
Taking sides
Civil wars and wars of na-
tional liberation therefore call
upon socialists to do more than

abstractly decide an approach:
they place a duty upon

‘socialists to take sides with the

oppressed against the oppres-
sor, to lend solidarity, and to
build working class opposition
to the war efforts of our ‘own’
ruling class and other im-
perialist ruling classes.

Hence the obligation on
British socialists to build
solidarity with the Irish strug-
gle for self-determination —
and to fight in Britain for the

immediate withdrawal of

troops from the six counties.

For m?nusts itis the concrete
class analysis of the given war

that decides our line. Whilewe

support the insurgent struggle
of the FMLN liberation forces

- in El Salvador against the US-

backed regime, for example,
we also supported the San-
dinista government in
Nicaragua in its war against
the US{ -ked ‘contra’ guerril-

.

;

las who were fighting to turn
back the gains of the 1979
Revolution and instal a pro-US

regime.
- Not neutral

However there are other
types of war, notably between
rival imperialist powers, or be-

tween two equally reactionary
regimes, in which marxists can

lend support to neither side.
However this does not mean
we adopt a passive, ‘neutral’
policy: rather the task in these
situations is to seek ways for

------
a0 .

...........
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the working class in each war-. s

ring country to exploit the war
crisis in its own interests.

In World War 1, Lenin
showed how six ‘great’ powers
controlled empires that effec-
tively enslaved half a billion
people, and that war was effec-
tively a struggle between these
‘imperialist’ nations over the

spoils. The interests of the

working class could not be

served by supporting any of

the warring capitalist gevern-
ments:

“It is not the business of

Socialists to help the younger

~and stronger robber (Ger-

many) to rob the older and
overgorged robbers. Socialists
must take advantage of the
struggle between the robbers
to overthrow them all.

“To be able to do this, the
Socialists must first of all tell
the people the truth, namely

that this war is in a treble sense

a war between slave-owners to

fortify slavery....” |
(Socialism and War, 1915)

In taking this line of prin-
cipled opposition to the im-
perialist war, arguing that in
each country the ‘lesser evil’
was the military defeat of the

*

International youth summer camp

Join us in Czechoslovakial

govern

This year for the first time in its

eight year history, the Interna-

tional Youth Summer Camp
~organised by the United
Secretariat of the Fourth Inter-
national is to be held in eastern
Europe. |
There will be between 800
and 1000 young people from
~across the whole of Europe
and parts of North America,
Africa, and Australia con-
gregating in northern
Czechoslovakia for what
promises to be the best sum-
mer camp yet.
Lhe camp is anideal place to

| would like more

Age........... verterente s sten e enenernas B

- 1n over

- CeS

information about the Youth summer camp L)
Name .......... reessnrenessannns certrernenan e vaens | '
AAreSS ...t te e esse e

find out more about the Fourth
International and its sections
' 40 countries
worldwide. S

The summer camp provides
a unique opportunity to talk
about all aspects of marxist
and trotskyist politics with
young people from many dif-
ferent countries and with a
wealth of different experien-

-

extended more than ever as for
the first time we have the op-
portunity to talk to people

from all over eastern Europe
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Please retum to: Kate Ahrens PO Box 1109, London, N4 20U
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his year this 0pportimity IS

and the Soviet Union not only
about the events going on now
but to explore some of the
more traditional marxist dis-
cussions with the benefit of a
range of experience previously

inaccessible to western
socialists. - |
There will also be plenty of

opportunity for fun and
relaxation - volleyball courts,
tennis courts, football pitches,
a swimming pool a kilometre
away, and a river just near the
camp are just a few of the
sporting activities available.
There will also be a disco every
night, and a bar (which will
also sell soft drinks!).

There will be a women only

space at the camp where
women can go to relax and talk
about whatever they want to.
On one evening there will be a

women only party. There will |
also be a lesbian and gay space

and party.

v
e
S

ent, and calling in-
stead for the war to be turned
into civil wars for the over-
throw of each imperialist
government, Lenin found
himself in a tiny minority
within the Second (‘socialist’)
International.

‘Bolsheviks

But in October 1917 it was
precisely the Bolsheviks’
stance of internationalist op-
position to the imperialist war
effort that enabled Lenin to
win mass support among the
urban workers and the
peasant-based army, opening
the road for the October
Revolution. Elsewhere, the
pro-war ‘socialist’ parties
played a very different role,
each in their own way assist-
ing the reconstruction and
consolidation of capitalism.

Today’s social democrats
have learned nothing and for-
gotten nothing from their in-
famous forebears, who so
slavishly voted in August 1914
for war credits to assist their

4: N '_’
SR AR

The themes of the
camp will be: !
® Western Europe
and the capitalist
market | ‘
® Eastern Europe: |
economic reform
and self-manage- |
ment
® Women’'s oppres-
sion and feminism
® Imperialism and
the Third World
@ Nationalism and socialism

® Our politics: democracy and

revolution

There will be forums on each
of these topics, one every day,
followed in the afternoon by
workshops exploring different

~aspects of them.
There will also be time to

meet with the delegations
from other countries and talk
with them. |

The cost of the camp, includ-
ing food for the week and
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“‘own’ rulin - clses sa' "

‘foreign’ workers. . -

Labour’s recent dismal dis-
play of ‘bi-partisan’ support
for the imperialist Gulf War
comes from the same party

- whose leaders backed US
slaughter in Korea and Viet-
nam, and who themselvessent

British troops to repress the
Irish national struggle in 1969.
The working class has no in-

terest in fighting to defend any

capitalist government. But far
from avoiding the concept of
war, marxism sets out to win
the war for socialism. @

That’s why we fight to
develop the maximum inter-
national solidarity and or-
ganised  links between
workers, in readiness for the
day when Che Guevara’s
dream of ‘two, three, many
Vietnams’ becomes a pos-

- sibility, with mass uprisings

giving the world’s multi-mil-
lioned oppresged a real chance
of dividing, defeating and
casting off imperialist ruleand
capitalist exploitation.

= ARE EVERY

travel to the campsite will be
just under £200. But, we are
hoping to subsidise those who

have never been to the camp.

If you are under 26 and in-

‘ terested in attending this

year's camp or if you are able
to translate into any European
languages and would be will-
ing to come and help, please
fill in the form. |
Come and ‘join us in
Czechoslovakia and find out

- what the Fourth International

is all about.
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JaneKelly
A temporary
 disablement

IT’S TRUE what disabled people say, you're either
invisible or treated like a child. After a serious
accident in which I broke my back and smashed my
ankle, I spent several months in a wheelchair,
before learning to walk again. In the process I got a
unique insight into the discrimination people with
disabilities suffer, as well as the problems faced by
{ women in wheelchairs.

First there’s the general problem of access - it’s 1mpos-
| sible to use public transport, many public buildings are
inaccessible unless you have at least two strong people
to yank you and the chair up steps, and the pavements
and roads in London are in such a state of disrepair that
getting around under your own steam in well nigh im-
| possible. Apart from such logistical problems, the at-
| titude of other people to you is quite extraordinary.
Having spent five months in a sheltered hospital en-
| vironment going out was a shock. The most common
response is that you're not there - people glance at you,

" | notice you're disabled and look quickly away.

Whether this is because they are frightened of what

| they mightseeon closer inspection, or just embarrassed,

the effect is to make you feel invisible. Given that women
in our society get used to being looked at, this has a
particularly negative effect on a disabled woman. .

The other, even more devastating response from
| strangers, is to greet you, either smiling or remarking on
something. This has the effect of making you feel like a
child - the only other known recipients of such behaviour
in the South East, where strangers avoid all eye “Contact,
let alone talk to each other!

Does she take sugar”

This is further reinforced by the tone of voice which at
| its worst assumes that someone who has lost the use of
her legs is probably incapable of intellectual activity of
any sort - the ‘does she take sugar ‘syndrome.

But there are other more subtle problems which
women who are in any way incapacitated have to deal
with. TheseI felt most strongly while in hospital in Stoke
Mandeville. About two thirds of the patients in thespinal
injuries centre were young men, mostly injured a carand
motor bike accidents. |

Because most of the care was carried out by women -
nurses, physiotherapists, occupational therapists - a

relationship with (hetero)sexual overtones was set up
between male patients and carers - a relationship which
excluded the women patients.

And because women in our society are expected to

play the role of carer, becoming incapable of caring
because of being in a wheelchair, removes the central
function society prepares us for. This had a disastrous
effect on some women patients, who became very

depressed.

All this was reinforced by a complete lack of positive |

visual images of female paraplegics. Although the hospi-

tal was very well designed, built and equipped, nowhere |

were there any picture of women in wheelchairs. Instead
we were surrounded by paintings of athletic young men
throwing the javelin, playing basketball and other sports
- stereotypes which undermine older men as well as
women.

Iamwalking on two sticks now and people’s reactions
are less extreme, though I still get more strangers talking |
to me than would an able-bodied person. Upright again

people think I have regained my mental capacities, and
| gettreated with exaggerated courtesy, with people rush-
ing to open doors for me although I can do-it myself - to
say nothing of the friend I'm with who could easxly doit
for me.

No longer in a wheelchair the expenence has made me
very sensitive to the logistical and psychological effects
of disabilities nearly all of which could be removed by
greater social awareness and relatively small sums of
money.
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Conversahons W|th a

} Polish Mole

POLAND EXPERIENCED a drop in GNP of 17% in 1990 - the
second highest in Eastern Europe. Under the leadership of
Lech Walesa and the Finance Minister Balcerowicz, it has
become one of the leading advocates of rapid marketisation.
As in East Germany, the resuits have been dramatic -the

- pauperisation of working people.

~ The growth of the far- right has been another striking
development. By contrast, the forces of the left are divided and
dominated by rightist social- democratic currents. o
'PATRICK BAKER of Socialist Outiook spoke to JAN
SYLWESTROWICZ, a leading member of the Polish
revolutionary organisation, The Mole, who have recently
launched Poland’s first revolutionary newspaper Dalej!

(Forward!).

SO: The Polish government has
- portrayed the country as the flagship
for marketisation in Eastern Europe.

This was expressed in the Bal-
cerowicz Plan, which envisaged
rapid privatisation of the economy.

- On 16 Aprit a new Stock Exchange

was launched. But what has
marketisation really meant?

JS: You have to look at the process
from two angles: First, the general aim
of structural reform of the economy, the
privatisation of enterprises. Second, the

atomisation of the working class, the

smashing of its capacnty for self-
defence.

In terms of structural reform, the
government has encountered enor-

mous difficulties. Considerable effort

and funds have been put into the estab-
lishment of the Stock Exchange and the
Ministry for Ownership Reform. But their
success has been very limited -there is
no- one to buy the fims. Stocks have
been sold in five factories so far, bought
by Westem investors. But even this took
much longer than expected.

Western firms have been dis-
couraged from investing in a serious
way by the political instability - the work-
ing class has not yet been crushed. In
addition, the economic infrastructure is
very weak. Westem capital is more in-

terested in speculative trading than
- - buying into production.

But the govermment is on the offen-
sive, preparing for marketisation. Com-
panies are being 'privatised’, but all the
stock is owned by the Treasury - so they
are still state-owned. But they are now

totally controlied by a committee of
- directors -the workers council no longer

has any veto.

An example is the FSO car plant in
Warsaw, prior to a visit by Walesa.
Redundancies were declared and now

General Motors have expressed inter-

est in the company.

SO:When Walesa came to power he
was a popular figure. But now things
seem to have changed. Is there any

sign of a struggle - perhaps through

a wing of Solidarnosc - against
Walesa’s marketisation offensive?

JS: Dillusionment in Walesa is in-

creasing, and there is a growing number-

of strikes. But there is no organised
national force that is leading a counter-
offensive. It is a fragmented struggle,
led by factory committees.

The exception to this is among
farmers. They have been very active,
regularly organising demonstrations.
They have established a strike commit-

tee opposing the Balcerowicz Plan and

supporting state subsidy to agricutture.
Walesa is conscious of this disil-
lusionment. He knows that he hasn't

~ fulfilled his election promises. Thus in-

flation has risen. He has not challenged

the power of the nomenklatura, who are -

gainings a niche inbusiness. This is why
Walesa wanted to cali elections quickly,
before his popularity decreased further.

But these moves were blocked in par-
liament, and the elections were
postponed until autumn.

But the basic problem remains - the
workers have no national organisation

No.1

which can represent their interests. One
response to this  has been the estab-
lishment of horizontal union structures,

- such as in Warsaw and Wroclaw. These
were formed on the basis of opposition
to the Balcerowicz Pilan, to privatisation, -

and the Payroll Tax {a tax on wages).

SO: What has happened totherem-

nants of the Polish Socialist Party
(PPS)7 Haven't they played any role
in the opposition to Walesa?

JS: Since the expulsion of the left

from the PPS, the varous currents of

social democrats have only been active

on a pariamentary level. A group has
recently been formed called Labour
Solidarity. It has two deputies who were
self- management activists in the early

-1980s.

So on paper social democracy has

potential, but it does nothing to orgamse -

at the workplaoe level.

'SO:Whatabout The Mole? What are

its main activities?

We a-_'re very active in the trade unions
- Solidarity and Solidarity '80. In the
Warsaw FSO car plant, for example, our

| comrades lead Solidarity '80. We have

launched an Independent Workers Piat-
form, sponsored by the plant union.
The axis of our propaganda is around
workers control, -linking up privatisation
and unemployment. This has

-resonance, given the experience of the

self- management movement in the
early '80s. |

Another campaign has been around
womens rights, linking up with the
womens movement. The campaign is
focussed on the govemment threat to
outlaw abortion and some forms of con-
traception. This is part of an ideological

campaign to get women ‘back in the
home’.

Finally,.’we have a campaign for the
continuation of the anti- stalinist revolu-

| tion, purging the power of the

nomenklatura. They are now setting up
private companies, and maintain control
of the repressive forces. There has
been no parliamentary inquiry, as else-
where in Eastern Europe, into the past

- activities of the secret police, the ammy.
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" and the axing of 25 medical

Hospital sackings at Guy’s and Bradford
NHS Trusts get down to business

By John Lister
ONLY THE TIMING of the an-
nouncement of 600 job losses

specialities in a 12m cuts pack-

-age by the Board of Guy’s Hospi-

tal Trust came as any real

surprise.

Tory ministers were far from pleased
that these cuts, followed quickly by
another 300 jobs axed in Bradford,

have pushed the NHS back on to the

agenda in the run-up to the local

elections. Worse, this salvo fired by
the ‘flagship’ of opting out hospitals

could seriously damage or even sink

~ the efforts to push through another
-100 or more hospital opt-outs this

summer.

Less than a month after floating free
from any local control or account-
ability as a self-contained business,
Guy'’s 90,000 a year chief executive
Peter Griffiths has moved faster than

~many had expected to apply the

Mark Saimon

traditional profit-seeking methods of

By AR
R

Following a campaign led by the

the private sector as he confronts an’
accumulated 6.8m deficit.
The Guy'’s cuts were announced just

~ the day after the first redundancies

were decided in the newly-privatised
Powergen: but while the electricity
industry represents a licence to print
money, the urgency to cut staff in the
new NHS Trusts is a measure of the
huge financial problems at the centre
of the health service.

Guy’s and Bradford are not alone:
more Trusts will be setting the pace

“in cutbacks, while many directly-

managed hospitals will be following
closely behind as the brutal realities
of the new ‘internal market’ in health
care inflict arbitrary closures.

‘Campaigners against opting out

have always wamned that the Trusts’
much-vaunted ‘flexibility’ on pay and
staffing levels would be used by
management to award themselves
sky-high salaries while attacking the

~pay and conditions of front-line

health workers.
Many campaigners also stressed

that Trust boards, meeting in secret

~ with every item of information

cloaked in commercial confiden-
tiality, would feel free to axe
specialities which they saw.as un-
profitable, without any need to con-
sult or even inform health authorities,
staff or the local community.

These dangers have now been vivid-
ly confirmed, making life more dif-
ficult for managers trying to push
through another wave of opt-outs.
But few campaigners looked in detall
at the financial viabifity of each Trust.
Health Secretary William Wal-
degrave paid city analysts Coopers
and Lybrand a reported 500,000 for
a highly embarrassing report which
he ignored and has refused to
publish: it showed that only a dozen
of the 65 opt-out applucants were vi-
able.

Pressure group London Health
Emergency published a much
cheaper (10) report showing much
the same thing. Most Trust applica-
tions were based on ludicrousty op-
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timistic assump-
tions on levels of
activity, inflation
and increased in-
come from private

beds: even then 31
of the 65 applicants
were expecting a
fotal surplus of just
49m inthe first year,
with many of these expecting as little
as a few thousand pounds.

The government then announced
regulations which forced many
Trusts to pay 50% more interest on
their multi-million pound assets than
they had hoped, bringing immediate

losses of 1m or more to Trusts in

Leeds, Bradford, Sheffield,
Manchester and Epsom as well as
several in London.

With huge unresolved problems in
the new NHS ‘internal market’, and
many health authorities still making
cuts to resolve last year's over-
spends, no Trusts and precious few
directly- managed hospitals have

any financial stability. . ~
The ‘smooth take-off’ has aiready
produced its first crash- landings: the
task of the labour is now to turn this
to advantage by redoubling the cam-
paign against the second wave of
opt-outs, which begins its consult-
ation-stage in May, to be completed

indJuly.

@ New leaflets one explammg |
Trust finances, and Ten Good
Reasons against opting out, along
with a new issue of the tabloid
nhewspaper Health Emergency are
how available (1) from Hands Off
Our NHS, 446, Uxbridge Rd, Lon-
don W12 ONS.

Focus on

A leading member of the
Fourth International’s In-
dian Section, the ICS, has
arrived in Britain for a six
week speaking tour.
Achin Vaniak is a
prominent marxist activist
who, from his base in Delhi,

crisis facing the Indian
workers and peasants. |
- International attention is
turning to the Indian election
campaign which, in this
country of 850 million, is on a
| huge scale with many
regional variations. The
recent terrible violence be-
tween religious communities
will probably be cynically

India

has written extensively on the

West Midlands Anti-Deportation
Campaign (WMADC), Dharmot-
wee Surju has defeated attempts

to deport her under racust immigra-

tion laws.

Dharmotwee came to Britain from
Mauritius in April 1990, believing that
she had a right to join her husband,
who had lived in Britain for more than

Subscribe to International
Marxist Review

International Marxist Review (IMR) iS a unique
journal of Marxist theory, published quarterly by
the Fourth International, with contrlbutors from

more than 40 countries.

Special issues have dealt with subjects ranging
from Gramsci to the significance of Gorbachev.
A subscription costs just 8.50.

To subscribe, write to: IMR, 2 rue Richard
Lenoir, 93108 Montreuil, France. cheques pay-

able to PEC
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But, like so many others, she was
refused leave to enter the country at
Heathrow Airport. Despite support
from Clare Short MP, the Home Office
refused her application to enter the
country and repeatedly attempted to
deport her to Mauritius.

Dharmotwee was one of three
Asian women in Birmingham fighting

Finally, after a vigorous campaign by -

the WMADC, two of these women
have won the right to stay in Britain.

and needs support.

For more information contact:

Muhammad Idrish on 021 551 4518

or Raj Joye on 021 554 9233.

| problem,
Prakesh Chavrimootoo is stilt fighting, |

stirred up by local and nation-
al politicians. But the main
as always, is

economic development and
on this front the workers and
peasants of India stand to
- gain little, whatever the result
of the election.
- Achin Vaniak will be talk-
ing about the struggle of the
- Indian people to audiences
- across Britain, ranging from
academic seminars to trade
union meetings. His tour has
been organised by the Inter-
national Forum on Asia and
the Southall Monitoring
Group. It includes fringe
meetings at the National
‘Union of Students Con-
ference, Trades Councils
meetings, including the Bir-
mingham May Day rally and
meetings with British ‘Asian
commumty organisations.
For details ring 081 843 2333.-

Conference on
South Asia

A highlight of Achin Vaniak’s tour will be a con-

ference on South Asia. It

has been organised on

25/26 May in the University of London Union.
However, widespread interest may mean this venue

will be too small.

Speakers booked include: Tariq Ali (Britain/Pakis-
tan), Karamat Al1 (Pakistan), Amrita Chhachhi
(India), Kumar Jayawardene (Sri Lanka), Naila
Kabir (Britain/Bangladesh), Romilla Thapar
(India), Pierre Rousset (France), A.Sakai (Japan),
Hafiz Mirza (Britain/Pakistan), Swasti Mitter

( Bntam/lndla) Rizalina (Phlhppmes/N etherlands).




'NUS conference - the
bureaucrats’ dream

by Andrew Beiry

The National Union of Stu-
dents (NUS) Conference,
held in Blackpool from 22
to 25 April, was dominated
by  undemocratic
manoeuvring by the Na-
tional Organisation of
Labour Students (NOLS). -
- However, two important
political debates took place.
The conference debated les-
bian and gay rights, and
agreed important policies in
‘opposition to Clause 25 and
Paragraph 16.

In addition, the conference
voted to suspend Standing
Orders in order to debate the
situation in the Middle East
after the Gulf War. Policies
supporting an independent
Kurdistan were overwhelm-
ingly agreed.

But the conference was
dominated by ‘introspection.
Attempts by NOLS, via
various underhand tactics, to
| regionalise the structure of
| NUS were defeated. In addi-
| tion, moves to undermine the

demo.cracy' of the union

NUJ faces both

- WCIYS
This year’s Conference of the Na-

tional Union of Journalists was the

first presided over by its new right
wing General secretary Steve
Turner.

He believes that the union execuhve*

is dominated by a far left conspiracy.

On policy, however, the conference

was a mixed affair for the left, condemn-
ing the Gulf War and the conduct of the
- Western powers in its aftermath, but
rejecting calls for British withdrawal from
Ireland. Supporters of the NUJ Left were
successful in union elections, and won
support for industrial action against
union derecognition. .

One bizarre. incident peﬁwaps sums
up the contradictory nature of the event:
a British Army recruitment stall was es-
_tablished outside the conference hall,

neatly sandwiched between the SWP
and Pergamon Press strikers. Perhaps
they had been encouraged by the ser-
vility of so many joumnalists during the
Gulf confllct”

failed to submit their nomina-

suspension of various rules

- collapse

through the abolition of the
Winter Conference were
deferred.

The Labour Students did,
however, succeed in a proce-
dural move which allowed
their candidates to stand in
elections. This had been in
some doubt, since they had

tions by the appointed date.
This was then followed by the

governing election proce-
dures. Protests at these un-
democratic manoeuvres
were, however, ignored.
What does this mean for
socialist students? With the
of NOLS’s
credibility, and both the
Liberals and the right on the
offensive, there is a serious
danger that NUS could fall
into right-wing hands. The
left needs to go on the offen-
sive. The only response that
can beat back the right is to
organise for a campaigning
NUS that involves rank and
file students, as opposed to
the current domination of the
NUS bureaucracy
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Unshqckle the umonsl

by our correspondent
'DEFIANCE of the law is the only
way to defend hard won gains and
to win new victories’ was the mes-
sage that came out of last week's
‘Unshackle the Unions’ days- -
chool.

200 trades union activists met in
London on 27 April to discuss in detail
the 1990 Employment Acf and how
best to fight back against the anti-

workers,

.....................
..........
..............

union laws. The dayschool was jointly
sponsored by the Socialist Movement
Trade Union Committee, the Haldane
Society of Socialist Lawyers, the
Solidarity Network, Labour Party

Socialists and Trade Union News.

Representatives were present

from some of the most important dis-

putes in recent years including oil-
workers, dockers, postal workers, rail-
journalists, local
govemment workers, and teachers.

‘Solidarity not charity!

AS WE ARE bombarded by
media images of the African
famine, one of the major
causes of this disaster — the
debt burden on the countries
concerned — 15 scarcely men-
tioned. |
Our response to this situation
— and the only one which will
have a long term effect — must
be ‘Solidarity not Charity’.

The Campaign to Cancel the
Debt is organising a major
demonstration in London on
July 13 to ‘greet’ the Group of
Seven (richest nations) sum-
mit taking place the following
week. |

The campaign, which

demands unconditional can-
cellation of the debt,and end to
the structural adjustment
policies of the IMF and the

The victimisation of
protesters from the 1990
‘Battle of Trafalgar’ con-
tinues apace. On 25 March,
nearly one year later, Matt
Lee, a supporter of Socialist
Outlook, was imprisoned
for 30 months on the basis
of three minutes of edited

police video. |

Matt, the chair of the Bir-
mingham Anti-Poll Tax
Federation, is one of more
| than 100 people imprisoned
for their part in defending the
protesters against a police
riot. Thirty remain in custody.
The severity of the sentences

reveals a clear policy of politi-

cal victimisation. Though the
John Major may have con-
ceded defeat overthe Poll Tax,
the state is clearly determined
that those arrested are
punished in exemplary

- fashion.

- Though the movement
against the Poll Tax may now
lose some of it's impetus, the
labour movement needs to en-
sure that those imprisoned are

“not forgotten. Prisoners Sup-

port Groups (PSG) have been
established on a national and
local level to fulfill this role,
and have won support from
Labour councillors and trade

‘World Bankand a just and fair

international economy, invol-
~ves activists from many
solidarity campaigns. A paral-
lel organisation is being set up
in Scotland which is planning
a demonstration in Edinburgh
on the same day.
Following a successful
fringe meeting at NUS con-

ference last week, itis vital that

students are mobilised in the
colleges around this issue. In-
itiatives to build for the
demonstration need to be
planned in as many cities as
possible and support built
through Labour parties and
trade unions.

Organising such a major

event costs a good deal of -

money, particularly as we
want to involve speakers and

Amnesty for poll tax prisoners!
Release Matt Lee!

unionists. Lively demonstra-
tions and pickets have been
organised to keep the issue
alive and in the public eye.
More information on ac-
tivities in support of Poll Tax
prisoners is available from:

Prisoners Support Group, cfo
Room 205, Panther House, 38
Mount Pleasant, London WCI.

Birmingham PSG, c/o 5 Exton
Gardens, Blackpatch, Smeth-
wick, W. Midlands B66 2LT

- Write to Matt Lee: Matthew
James Lee MWI1054, HMP
Wandsworth, Heathfield Rd,
London SW18 3HS

performers of all kinds to
celebrate resistance against
oppression and debt in many
different countries. Rush af-
filiations and donations to the

Campaign.

'For further information
contact:

Cancel the Debt

c/o IFAA, 23 Bevenden St,
London N1 6BT, '

Tel 071 281 8148

or -
- Cancel the Debt (Scet-
land)
c/o Latin America Institute,
60 Oakfield Ave,
Gl'asgow.

Scofttish Solidarity
with the Kurds and
people of Iraq

Procession and Vigil
for those who have died

| and are still dying

Saturday May 14
Assemble 12 noon Kel-
vingrove Park
bandstand.

March to George
Square |

Speakers include
Kurdish community,

| Iragi democratic opposn-

tion. -
Kurdish, Chilean and
Scottish Music
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There were also delegates from the

car industry and various trades coun-
ciis.

~ In opening the dayschool Tony
Benn described how successive
Labour and Tory governments had

activity. The current anti-union laws,
he said, were not just a denial of rights
in the workplace, but a real attack on
basic democratic rights. To illustrate
the seriousness of the attacks he
quoted Mussolini and Hitler who
spoke of the ‘excessive power’ of the
organised labour movement as being

the single biggest obstacle to the or-

dered and well-run society they
favoured. |
John Hindey QC who represented

Arthur Scargill and the NUM in cases

brought to court under the last seven
major Employment Acts brought in by
the Tories spoke at the school. He
called for the establishment of “posi-
tive rights for trades unionists’ based
on the relevant Intemational Labour
Organisation (ILO) laws.

Geoff Revell brought solidarity
greetings from the RMT London
Transport District Council who are
presently balloting for strike action.
He described the plan to privatise
London Underground, smash the
unions and make the workforce pay
the cost of the 100 million deficit run
up by the bosses. He said that when
the anti-union laws are taken as a
whole ‘the aim 1 to make it a crime to
strike’. ’

Campaigning initiatives that came

~used the law to curb trades union

out of the workshops included work- '

ing in the Labour Party and the unions
for repeal of the laws, campaigning for
union democracy, bringing in the in-
temational dimension and fighting for
positive rights for trades unionists.
Solidarity greetings came from
Iranian oilworkers, the Confederation

of South African Trade Unions

(COSATU), Ronnie McDonald from
OILC, Anna Wagstaff from the Per-
gamon 23, Andy Dickson from the
NUT national executive, Cate Murphy
from LPS and Micky Fenn a sacked
Tilbury docker.
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By Tracey Doyle
MAY 2 SEES local govern-

ment elections for more.

than 12000 council seats in

England and Wales. The

results will not only reflect
public reaction to the "close
relative of the poll tax’

proposals, but are likely to

determine the date of the

General Election.

The escalating crisis in local
government combined with
~ further Tory proposals for
privatisation and education
reform mean the stakes are
now higher than ever. Cuts,
capping and poll tax non-pay-
ment are leading to increasing
levels of financial deficit and

delay!
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| include a donation of £

London N4 2UU

Subscrlbe to the new
Socialist Outlook

We hope you like this first fortnightly issue of
Socialist Qutlook. If you do, ensure your future
~copies by filling in the form and returnlng it WlthOUt

Yes! | want to subscnbe to the new Soaallst Out-
‘look. Please send me: 1 years subsnptlon (24 is-

Six months subscription (12 ISSUBS) £7 O Intro-
ductory offer (5 issues): £2.500

I’d like to know more about Socialist Outlook 0

service decimation.

Nurseries, adult educatlon
libraries, youth services and
voluntary sector funding are
just a few of the areas where
some councils now provide no
more than the statutory mini-
mum. |

Plans are on the table for
compulsory opting out of
schools, privatisation of whole

- swathes of support services

such as legal and architects -

Tory manifesto is likely to go
even further and force the
privatisation of bus services,
leisure centres, museums,
libraries and parks.

These attacks follow on the

- even careers advice! The next

heels of local management of
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.........................................
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Please return to Socialist Outlook PO Box 1109

| 1ll off the Poll T

schools and colleges, the an-
nounced take-over by central

-government of Further Educa-
tion and Sixth form colleges,,

the imposition of the national

curriculum, and .compulsory
testing of school pupils. Local
authorities are losing large
areas of responsibility, or
facing abolition, as local
government structure is again
reviewed. |

It is now no exaggeration to
talk of local councils meeting

once a year to award contracts

to private companies - this is

now stated Tory policy! Selling

off assets and removing public
subsidies represents their plan
to keep down the cost of ser-
vices. |

"Hundreds of thousands of

" jobs are on the line. Pay and

conditions are up for grabs.
Society will be increasingly
divided into "haves” and "have

nots’ or rather ‘can pay’ and

’

can’t pay so why should the
state provide?'.

Response

The response of the Labour
leadership? A spirited defence
of local democracy and local
services? A united stand with
the local government trade

unions and services users to
~demand adequate resources
and an end to the sell offs? No

chance! |
Instead Kinnock’s team offer
continuing attacks on council

-workers, new realist hands to

wield the axe on jobs and ser-
vices, and bailiffs sent in to en-
force the Tory poll tax.

Instead of lending support
to non-payers and defence of
services, fighting to kick the

Tories when they’re down and

put forward a real alternative,

Kinnock and his cronies

choose another round of pur-
ges, launching a new witch
hunt in Lambeth as they move
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to make Labour a completely
centralised, non-activist party.
A swing to Labour in the

elections may well represent -
more of an anti-Tory vote than

a positive vote for Kinnock’'s

threadbare alternative. Never-
theless it would serve as a
resounding ‘'no’ in the subter-

ranean referendum taking
place on the Tories’ poll tax al-
ternatives and would raise the

expectations of the worklng .

class.

A boost for Labour on the |

back of the anti-poll tax move-
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ment can only serve to raise
demands for a reversal of the
declinein services and for ajust
and adequately funded system
of local government finance.
Further setbacks for the
Government may herald its

| imminent demise.

- A Labour vote must be com-
bined with a continuing battle
to kill the poll tax now, to
defend non-payers and fight
attacks on local services, and to
oppose new realism and witch
hunts, putting forward a real

‘alternative to Tory policies.

by Sheila Thomas
ed down over specific reference

notorious Paragraph 16 of the
guidelines to the Children Act.

have seen this decision as a
major victory over the Tories.
However, the guidelines, which
will be implemented by local
authorities in October, still contain
the following wording: ‘“The chosen
~way of life of some adults may mean
they would not be able to provide a
suitable environment for the care
and nurture of a child'.
- As happened with Section 28, the
danger in with local authorities prac-

‘demanding equal rights for lesbians
-and gay men in fostering and adop-
tion. In the run-up to the general

Paragraph Ié/CIause 25

- Step up the
pressure!

Last week the government back-

to lesbians and gay men in the

. tencing for consensual sex is back
Many lesbian and gay activists

tacks are mcreasmg The ‘virgin

'Lesbian and Gay Rights (CLGR) has

tising ‘self-censorship’. What is
| needed now is an offensive cam-
| paign aimed at local authorities

- conference will also look at ways of

election the Labour Party will be
under increasing pressure to back -

off from its (paper) commitment to
lesbian and gay rights. .
Meanwhile the attacks continue.
Clause 25 of the Criminal Justice Bill
which threatens many thousands of
gay men with even harsher sen- |

in the Commons next week. Police
harassment and homophobic at-

birth’ scandal in March was
designed to stir up public outrage, at
a time when Licensing Authorities
are being set up to lmplement the
Embryology Act.

The West Midlands Coalition for

called a national conference entitied |

‘Thinking about the future’ on 18
May. There will be information up-
dates on the latest attacks and the

camying the campaign forward into |
an offensive for lesbian and gay_ |
equality.
Further details about both the
conference and the LCLGR AGM |
can be found onpage 15.
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