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After Blackpool
Left at the crossroads

EVEN BEFOREF this year’s Lahour conference vields ity
crop of decisions, many on the left of the party are as-
king themselves ‘what next™!

()ne thing is clear: a fresh turn to the struggles going
on in the workers' movement is the key toany long-term
fighthack against the right wing. And lightback there
must be.

There has been little mystery or suspense aboul the
result of the leader and deputy leader vlections. While
some on the lefl may be dismaved at the size of the right
wing majority — predictably bloated by block votes —
they should instead draw some comfort from the facl
that at least this year there /uus heen a political challenge.

Only the Benn-Hetfer campaign has stood out against
the Kinnock drive to impose a new right wing package
of policies and reduce the party itsell to a apathetic
docility. It was a key campaign. But there is no room for
sell-congratulation. Tt is now vital to gn bevond simply
*campaigning for socialism’, loan active involvement in
mass action it new forces are to be enlisted in the fight
against Kinnockite new realism.

Recent NEC proposals that Labour party organisa-
tions should meel less often and make less demands on
members to become active spell oul the Kind of passive
electoral fodder Kinnock would like as a rank and file.

This is no accident: nor is it simply a device to create
the hest conditions to force through right wing policies
(though the savage new package of rule changes
designed to focus ever-more power with Walworth Road
certainly do head in this direction),

Breaking down the collective functioning of the
Labour Party fits in with the very essence of the ‘new
realism' which represents above all a regression Lo in-
dividualism, abandoning any collective, class solutions
or mass action. This shifl in locus reflects a total collapse
in front of the Thatcherite ideological offensive, the car-
dinal beliel’ of which is that ‘there is no such thing as
society, just individuals and their families’,

Such a view can only flourish in a Lahour party con-
trolled by politicians and union leaders who are com-
pletely out of touch with the realities confronting the
working class: indeed Bryan Gould now echoes the Com-
munist Party in querving whether there still is such a
thing as the working class!

In the reality of Thatcher's Britain, where millions
face unemployment, tens of millions live in poverty,
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fucing low pay, speed-up in the workplaces, a huge hous-
ing crisis and attacks on the welfare stale, the stark class
divisions are all too obvious, and collective, class action
the only sericus answer,

Militant trade vnion struggles — most recently the
postal workers and seafarers — repeatedly confirm the
latent possibilities for a fighthack, while showing the
need 1o combat bureaucratic union leaders who regard
the class struggle as an embarrassment,

For a Labour Party genuinely seeking voles, there is
no shortage of popular issues around which working
class electoral support could and should be rebuilt, Yet
almost every issue has been missed by Labour's smug,
well-heeled leaders, or (as with the poll tax) undermined
by their timid refusal to confront the Torics and the law.

These same issues — social security cuts, the new ET
schemes, the Housing Bill. the Education Bill. cuts and
privatisation in local government, and attacks on the
NHS —pow confronl Labour's lefl wing, emerging intact
but somewhat hedraggled trom Blackpouol. The left's
own record of involvement on many of these issues has
been Far from ideal. To change such old habits will be
hard: it is casier Lo debate than Lo do,

Y et there is no way in which the lelt can drag itself up
by its own hootstraps — or even defend itself against a
new witch hunt through endless internal party activity
and policy debates. (Generalised propaganda for
socialism — good in itself —is not ¢enoogh either, whether
this be the piecemeal abstentionist propaganda of the
Socialist Workers Party, or the big rally propaganda of
the Socialist Conference.

Crusading words must be turned into action on the
streets and the fight for a new leadership to replace the
present bureaucrats, The left must hit the campaign
trail, linking up with strikes and struggles outside as well
as inside the Lahour Party, or face even bleaker limes
ahead.

A limited start has been made: the Chesterflield move-
ment has called a December 10 conference on fighting
the pull tax, which could help mobilise labour movement
campaigns for non- registration, non-collection and non-
pavment. Bul there is much ground still to be covered.

Building a real fighthack — long overdue — against the
Thatcher onslaught offers the only real antidote to posi-
Blackpool depression and galloping Gouldite
bureaucracy.
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Will they
legalise
Solidarnosc?

THE CRiSIS ol Polund’s
stalinist remime of (encral
laruzelski has now been
murked by 4 ‘Capitulation” of
stme stgnilicance — the. agmee-
mient to include Lach Wales,
former leader of the Solidar-
nose union lederstlion, in
niegotaims.

Cowen e absolute retusal e
contemplite anvibing of the kind
it i e lemaline, this Tas e
b seet as acsiy bl e chiromic in-
srafnlity of the regeme; faced as 1t
15 |7 ECOmiE Crisis anmd recurrent
waves of working class silitancy,

Serikes in the proletorian bas-
tons of Gdansk, Silesia and
Szgzecin, inthe mnes, ports. stecl-
mills and shipyvards, umong others,
were characterised by mulitant oc-
L'LI_-IU'II_'IT]‘; :.l.'lL h_'\- Hnaow glirll:'riﬂ”lrl
of viounger mlicn ] wirkers,

The Wiilesa leadership retams
considerable prestige — hence His
invidveapnent in these talks. Yer
thirugh e prestige and symbolic
sigmificance undoubtediv remain
comsiteruble, his alility o coarry
forward the deep hosulity of the
Fohish workers towards the
hureaueracy, expressed, for ox
armiple, in thie recent plebiscito on
the cconomy. 1s guostionable,

Phowgh the majority of the
Walesa team recomended absten-
tion. and some sapport, the resull
wias a resounding ejecnon of
Januzelski's demand for a Palish
vorsion of perestroika, with whigh
propartion of ‘no’ votes

Genernl Kisecae s mdicition
(hat the pim ol he Bureaudracy s
to I OTpora e oppdsidion lead=rs
inro offtens] mesituons
armnmis warning ol the poigntial
Of Wilesa "y sirateg y

Wilesa's lewdendup has heen
characterised by a sindlegy of
reconcilation with the Jaruzelski

L N E ]

woweErmmgnd. FFar Froa building on
the waves ol worest which have
furced 1he hureawcracy inio
neantiatian. Walesa' s response
s to call for an end 1o the strikes,
withuul laving paingd anv con-
Lrele COnoessioms

Mot surprisingly, the response
froum aome of those lavers in
vilved in the acnon was hostale,
though many strikers vored 1o call
uff thelr dciion m responsy,
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Though Walesa claimed 10
have *raised the dssue” of the un-
hanning of Solidamosc, 111y sore-
v not through the politics ofrermedl
and recomnciliation thut this will be
foroed from the regime. s wiards
“Poland diogs it el sirjkes. |

\

Ialﬂ mnvln:lngLInuughT-.

extmngushed the simkes: amd [ wall
extinguish any others that happen

wosnlid seem miare appropriate for
the repressmialives of the
bureduemaey |han (o those ol ihe

independent workers” movament.

Mois-glear that the

Tt i B O ) A -
ilerkes — T (he guestiong
for the Palish workers s
ow to bgnite iv-Here th
polltics of zlasnost being
introdeccod from the
SER vould play an 1m
poriant Tul

While [orees on the
Polish mdependen lefr

rerrinn sniall

mn :"|".JII-
sigem ol fhe space Tor
public dehate could allin
grops suech as the Palish
Sociahst Party: o beodime
L]
1hie ¢ther skle of the oo,
the welt — comfidence and
militancy of thé Polish
workima clasy could have
IMIPartant Feporeudsions
o their neizhbours inthe
Warsaw Puct
Redent
Yugaslnvin il
doemonrsiTaiions i

Crechslovakig and e Sovie

i osipnifkeant factor

e EH SIS -HeSS (]

sivikes 10

Limtom tncheste the paolerntial forthe
growih of palitical opposition i
the sstalimist stales ol zasiern
Fumpe

FPuerick Baker

EVERY major long-running
imdustnal dispute — such as the
seafarers’ and Vickers strikes
has nnderfined the need for a
nemwork of activisis bullding
sealickariny,

And in the year since the first
steps were made a1 a oenference
imLeeds Trades Club to establish
precisely auch a Solidarity Net-
work, the Hmited orpanisation
that exists so far of ex-Silentmight
strikers, printworkers and support
groups hais been able o do some
uscful work, panticularly In sup-
port of the seafarers.

Thie task has ot only imvalved
raising cash and producing
publicity, but also arguing politi-
cally that the lessons of previous
struggles show the need (o break
the isolation of these strikes,

The Siecring Committes has
atser been able to convince wider
circles of the peed {or the Net-
wiork, especially throughis invol-
vement in the summer Chester
field conlerence,

MNow the Socialist Conlerenee
15 spunsoring this vear's Novem-
ber 5 conference of the Solidanty
Network e Leesds; this, gives o

magor apporinity © oild sup-
ot mre widsly

The conference will speid the
morning discussing the smte of
strike support wirk, followed by
workshops on support work in
different spheres including NHS
strugeles and enginesring. There
will be time for reports from the
wimrkshops and discussion on any
consitutional changes and chun-
zesin the working of the neowork.
The Steenng Commuttes will pul
proposals for improving the
MNerwork s bi-moathily bullern.

‘Ihe August 13 plnning meel-
ing was attengdgd by repre-
sentatives of the Vickers dinkers,
who were keen 1o be involved-m
the conference and smd 1hat the
Network was Just what was
necded forsinkers.

While sectnan political cor-
rents like the Socialist Workers
Parly and Militant generally ap
proach sirupples of the working
class simply a5 ways.of Lryipg o
win suppartees and make a few
general propaganda points,
Socialisr Ouelook sapporters,
some of whom mre strongly in-
volved mn the Network, have a dhi-
lerem aitituge,

Building a Network of Union Solidarity‘

Tousthere is a continuity inthe

striggles of the Working class, in l
which each major confrontatlon |
brings our all the problems of the |
cluss In facing up 1o the govem- !

nient.

By bringing thosz workers |
such as miners, printworkers,
Women Agmins) PuClosures. and
Silenimzht strikers into mvolye-
mont in presenl siuggles we an
constantly bringing in the lessony
of ther hattles,

Fighting 10 breuk the isolation
of sectiony in stroggle and 1w
develop working class leaders
ahie to understantd spd Combst the
hobd of buresperntic union offi-
citls is gssential work lor
socialists, Ondy in thas wiy can we
g bevond simple denoncialion of
betrayals to build the kind of
fightimg allernulivee we necd m the
(TLTERTTES

Anthony Jehingon

Detalls:

Saturday November 5, 9.00 -
4.3, Leeds Trades Cloby Saville
Moumt. LEEDS. Credentials;
£2.00, £1.00, Smkers free,
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The Accord has brought no letup In repression

xa|aH ,-"'BJD{!.W .-.nmpw

IRELAND: Thatcher
dmits “It’s war”

THIS NOVEMBER seex the
third anniversary of the signing
ol the Anglo-Insh Aveond. For
Brtsin the main expecmtion
wiis that the Agreament would
gnsure the decline. il not out-
right deleal ol the repablican
mHTvVEnent.

I s afso hoped that o woutd
mitkisle o process wherehy the
Uivivsmisis wionlil apmer (o somy
rmiieiiral power sharing wilth von:
tema] Frish nnonadiss e
d parhianeat o the north

af Ireland. Fally, it was Doped,
the deal would further silence thae
natsanalist rhetone ol the Thibhin
apyemment

Chnfv i respect to this thivd alim
lras Britaim made any progress. ut
ever that victery has its qualifica-
ione for the Brtish sovornment
gnd ets lowal Labour opposition
whosupported the Apraement Fog
It the Bubhin povermment s hed
e b thie spronstring s of Britain
(hun ever, then it is also the case
thett this colaboration 1= noce ob-
VioLs

Whon the Huushey sovornment
euradited the politicul prisomer
Rusbort Bussell o the Britshvar the
end of August there werd riots in
Beltas, the fimt fime i pwenty
vears there hus been such a
Tesponae o aciions i Thaldlin
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Aw [ar as the: other twa aims of
the Accord dare comcerned, Britemn
Tus e even [ess suceessiul, The
| inanemny st |IIrI'iJ'II‘\.IEE'I'I\'_'I: TETTUHINS,
amk Irshe republicamism s an gven
more ohdurate enemy of British
imyperialmin than itwas thiee years
aen. Mo much is clear from the |ate
hugust TRA amacks and the new
British scarch for a “military
solution”, Ecspondimg to the
search. Margaret Thatcher, in an
interview with tho Dailv Express,

siid the Botish Army s Srufes of

cogagement” for the Norih ol
lreland were the same as those for
the Falklunds War, That was an in-
tereaimg shp-of-the wngoc.

1988

It seomys that the British peime
mimister 1% a1 losl preparcd (o ac
knowledge that what is going onin
Treland 1vmoi & police sction, nota
campaign aginst Cgodinthers” or
*ecriminals’, bt a plain ind simple
war. This, of course, 15 what Irish
republicans have been saving fora
very lnng time

[t is also obviows 1hal the TRA
have the capability and delermina-
non to be imvolved w ihis war for
a further long time. Like all such
strugreles there oo ebbs and Mows,
advanves and serbacks: b
Thatcher's boast that she s £oing
o wipe owl " the IRA s asmuch §
fantasy as her clam st the time of

" xopjaM /sejEruon "7 BUY

the hunger sinkes that “The [RA
has played s last cand”

British policy. mcluding the
Anglo=trish Accond, hbas failed
ever to idTer working class
Catholics any evidence that the
tradithonal British imperialist
leopard has changed 115 spos
Even the minnnal refomns offered
by 1he supporters of the Accord
reformof the jurylesscourts. chan-
ges in the UDE,  relcase of the
lrish political hostages, the Bir-
mingham Six #nd Guildford Four
— have falled to neterialise.

Instead. once more the talk in
Brtish policy circles s whart fu
LHET Tepressive mMEdsures e
necessary. The discussion thi has
takyn plave on the reimroducion
of imemmenl contrey simply on
whether or nor it woubd be eflec-
Tive:

There have heen muany atiempls
lev relvmmm dthe Morth ol Trelumd
state. to make Brifish pressnce
there more accepiable to the
Catholic working: class. There
have heen just as many falures o
do cithir.

And wsually theso fatlures
produce another round of repres-
sion. ‘This will continue o be the
patiern until Britain leaves and
Imsh natonal nghis are, ar bass
secured

Creaffirey Bedl
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Cowley production line: small-scala

of lubour, and victimisa-
lisn of siewsrds - from
Merek Robinson
Langhrulge) ta Alan
ITernett ol Bob Cullen
(Cowlewy — that thes fack
contidence, The coen-
pany. have offcred on-
haneed redundancy pay-
mniks 1F he unions sian
AT NETSCMeNT T 10 TESESE
e it lisses

linder these comdi-
figrs g strong Teud iy
neseclesd 1o bk the resas-
tance. Lininn leaders have
offered nothing of the
Kirmd, There hos not even
bean a4 wmion leaftlet
produced. and only onc
midsy moctng in cach of
the Cowley plants: at the
Asembly plant workers
were not gven alliwed
Vote ol opposing the
closure

ITowgh pressure in1he
Body plant forced a
deciston to oppose
¢losyre. semior steward

.¥ T B
¥BoH /USIpUsAED "o

w L F
S .

Fighting the forgotten
closures

PICKING UP the papers or
walehing the wlevision. you
wonlld not know huge job los-
ses wers romg ahead at Ausun
Hover

There are nosstitements fron
panonsl Lzbour or trade union
caders: the only sctvityis “local
tulks at the threaréned Llanetli and
Cowley plants: Thisis noaceilen
the Cowley convenors. Ivor Brag-
gins i he - Assembly plunt and
Alce Morton in the Body plunt
Frirve -drgueid ayarmst o naliong]
ght. When Ohxlond Trades Coun-
il held o public mectng with
TOGWL deputy leider Bal Momis,
the convesnrs comdemaed this
-l|l]|"~|I.JL"'III|I.‘.F':'.‘F..‘?'IL'I."

Chuite The oppisale apprmisagh is
ngeidel. The clisires are both purt
of the Austin Rover (rroug s 3-
vear plan amd the ERELC apresment
ovel the Britich Aerospace
takenvar, The ERC inpased cer-
tain conditions before agreging to
what was the most scandalous aive

Fagn 4

awiy privatisation of any vel car-
rieel ol by the Tories

The wonditions were that
RAe/Austin Hover dispase per-
mament v of theirexcess capacity,
workeng tooun upper limic of
SOLINI carea vear. Qoly a
specialist company could possibly
survive with this stale of prodic-
tion. All the mwin monufagieeers
turm out over 2 million b viearn

Large-scale production is
mecded 1o finance resedreh, adver
tsing wnd dealer nepworky; but
st il gt s vial g wilse the
fatest technelogy,

Austim Rover is tol dospeialist
prowducer. The replicements lur the
Muestro and Montego will Te pest
normal mass production mndels,
Thir mure exclusive Bover B0 g5
nlready facing sales probloms i
riain [Erger market: 754,

The tact i that the S-year plan
iy jusl asiaee i the miessof ¢ o
ing AustinRover, BAs cannol lose
fronm this-close-down. They hase

operation would rule out latest technology

Cowley:

pleked up Land Rover and valu-
able sites (the Cowley site alone is
worth the parchase price of the
whole AR Group): they may even
b able 1 sell off some suplus
plant 1 Honda

The only losers would be the
Aestin Rover werkforee. The fimal
aleps loswarals Cosadey s elosure in-

vilve the transfer ol models o
Longhriddpe. Muaesiro production
el ot Cowley nexy yedr; 105 ne-
placement the ARS is already
belng built ot Longhnilge. The
Montezo ends in acoumlb pg
wears. and s replacement, Tl
will alsobear Longbridee. Around
000 Cowley workers stnd (o
tose their jobs when these models
finish

Mueanwhile virmally all present
wurk wt Llanclli 1s to be moved o
Swindon ut the ond of next vear,
with the loss of 900 jobs,

A1l by showes thae e Lght such
i naticnul plaa the umions need a
nalonnl response, 115 possible
AEU stewiirds it Swindan have
saifl ihat they will mist hundle work
Frommn LlamefTh anless the workforce
there agree 10011, Lonsbhridee
shewards have sawd they would
lead o matieal carmpagn s ol the
AR baile ab Coowley

However e problem 15 tha
the Austin Rowver workforoe has
been so oppressed by vesrs of dic-
latoridl management dmposin
specd up. fexibibny aml mebhilin

'

Alee Moron complained
imesstby thut redundancy
paxmenls wire woe low.
and Supgestimg o Dght nol agans:
retumbuncy but fors ~lust in, fiest
out” policy.

T'he local wilks dre being
stretched out mul petting novwhers,
while demuralised sections of the
workforco, particularly older
workers with the biggest offers in
redundancy pay, have had a free
nand to preach defeatis i) the ub-
sence of dov alrernative from
unpon lesders.

The enly information availahle
y the workforce has beep coming
frowm thie Feviond Acion Commit
e lealles, which have been the
sithject il hilter aacks from unlon
lzaders of btk plants

I'hese teatlets have sreved forg
buiid-up of the coarmpanen, begin-
ming: with an overnme ban: all
pilants should refuse work frim o
threatensd plant; aml when any
compulsary redundancy takios
place. the plans should be oc-
cupeed, combimed with o natiopal
fight throtghout Aastin-Ruover,

Cithercar workers coulid also be
wion tod fipht by Awstin Rover

workers, They arg all threwened
with “Chiality Circles’, 'team
feadors” and new shofrpatierns: m
Germany the threat
working a5 manoygemiend slep up
the offemsivel A rewly militant
Cowley defending jobs could
again become 2 beacan Tor ca
wirkers” struggles

Antheny Sohmvon

v Sunday
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* Unllke several other cur-
rents on the left [Socialist
Worker, Militart, Sogialist Or-
ganser) we do not think left
wingers should stay in the
Electriclans’ Union (EETPU)
after its axpulsion from the
TUC: nor do we think this is
the right lead to glve to ordl-
nary EETPU members. At a
time when Eric Hammond is
gloating at his success at
grabbing the headlines and in
getting out without losses,
the fewer members that leave
the EETPU, the greater his
authority - and the more
demoralising life will bacome
for any militants trapped and
Isolated inside the EETPU's
gearrymandered network of
branches,

= While it Is not wrong in
principle to ssak to form =a
new TUC-affiliated unlon, un-
like some ultra-left sectarians
{notably the Revolutionary
Communist Party), we do not
belleve that the small

EETPU: the Outlook
view

breakaway Electical and
Plumbing Industries Union
(EPIU) should be built as a
new ‘left’ union. Setting aside
any assessment of the actual
politice of the EPIU |leaders,
the new union will not be
recognised by key employers,
and lacks the numerical or In-
dustrial strength to force
recognition. As such it is not
viable - a gesture rather than
a ganuine trade union. unahle
to attract more than a relative
handful of members.

* This iz why we say that
EETPU membsers who have
not already done so should or-
ganise in their workplaces for
a break 21 bioc, leading the
blggest possible breakaway
fraom Hammond's buglness
union. They should join and
become active in an ap-
propriate TUC-affiliated
manual unlon — preferably one
already organised in the
workplace and recognised by
the employer,

b

Ef;-‘

P. Cavendish/Retlex

Wiilis and H'innock hoping to reopen the door

* We say that TUC unions
should be campaigning In
every Industry to recruit
EETPU mambers to full mem-
bership = and put aside the
pretence that former EETPU
members in ‘holding sections’
will ever, in practlce. be
returned to the EETPU.

* We oppose the readmis-
sion of Hammond's scab
unlon to the TUC - whather by
the front door as a result of a
new TUC capitulation to Ham-
mond, or by the back door
through an EETPU-AEU
merger. The |ssue at stake |s
the defence of trade

Tuc s¢

untonism: only evidence that
the EETPU has renounced its
unlon-busting, buslness-union
strategy could open the doors
for its readmizsion.
= We call on unlons and the
labour movement to follow
through the EETPU's expul
sion by fighting to oust EETPU
delegates from all trade union
and Labour Party bodies, In
cluding Trades Counclls,
GMCs and stewards' commit-
tees as well as any joint meet-
Ings betwsan unlons and
management.
Aok I fsrep

AT THE end of the Iran-Trag
war 1t was the conventional
wisdom that the bellioerenis
could not afford o see thair
mighty armes retum irom the
front and stick thew noses o
their regime s affairs,

bt the case of Irag's Saddam
Hussem, mo sopner had hes most
powerful divisions pushed the
Iranian Revolutionary Godnds
fromy the Faw peninsula than he
hurriedly senl them north to solve
the “Kurdish problem”.

Shorcofannihilating of displac-
ing 4 million Kunls (20% of the
Lragp populaton) Tussemn had
concenitale his wrath on their
leadership, the Kurdizh
Demecratic Partyv. Rather than
engage the peshorerga Kurdish
puerrillas, Huossein directed his
army 1o swiep through the villages
where the KIDP is al 15 strongest,
hoping to terrarise their populaton
and forcing them o fles.

Kurdistan slaughter

Why Hussein is pushing his luck

The KDIF ordens! Lirge scale
gvacudlion, and more than
T Q00 walked into: Terkey.
Then, m hepes of acceleruting this
exiilus, Husseln ordered his
helicopier punships to gasthe Mee-
ing familizs

In & repeul of the has antack on
Halalia Last spring, lnowhich §, 000
Kurds digs, another |000 Kurdish
mien. wiommen and children wers
murdered.

Met by menls -mouthed British
shuffilng or the mome mobust LS
condemuation, the litest gonocide
has created an imlermnational st
wity has Hussein had to take such
n Tisky decision. which could vet
provs costly!

Alteady his ough lime om
Uil Nations reselution 398,
sccking o impose new conditions
om Tran such as the return W Tragi
cortml of the Shatt al Arab water-
way, has hegun o lose him many
allies who cannot understand s
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stubbiimicss in bringing the war o
a closa.

Ihese same allies are now -
ereasingly keem o mend their rela-
tigmis with Trun: already Sawd
Arahia has upensd diplematic
pridgcs: must imporignt, the
“GroarSaan” wsel(, the USA 15 on
the point ol renewing Links with
Irn

In preparation fora reshiping ol
Lcir Guifpoticiss, VTS inperialists
arc looking: twwands [ran rather
thum Erag gs Lthe nexttheatia tor su-
prempewer Tivalny and LS chiefs
areclivided as to whether thev neod
Wy mamiiin aocostly footheld 1n
Irag

A Bill passed tast week through
bath the Scnate and the ouse of
Repriseniatives called on the LS
prosident Lo enac) ‘military,
coonomic and credil sanciions
againsl Haghdad® (hecause of (s
genvcide apamst the Kurds ) This
would reverse polivies that hive

illocated F22 bidlion dollury. s voar
i launs to lmag

Hirssein has been forced intivhis
prissent lagh rigk éourse! the end
iof (ke war has opened a periot o
political ¢hallenge e his Batath
regims

Ie knowes that the working
chass will he wallmg for ajor im-
provenicnts o reward their B-vear
scrifices, which he can onfy hope
1o deliver i Trag maintains: and
siremgthens 11s position in the
regivmn.

In this context the attack on the
kourds serves severdl objectives: it
puneshes the KIPD for supporting
Irare and weakeny the bargaming
powers of the nalionalists; it keeps
the army busy and (argway from
intcrnal politics: amd 1t warms
Huossein's paymasters — 1S, Saudi
Arabid and the Soviet Union—that
they bad better not keep him oot of
any few arrpngements for the
T o

dack Goldberp
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Bosses’ bid to stamp on postal
workers

IN THE 1987 General Elec-
von. Thacher declared that be-
cause the mail service had the
word ‘Roval” in its name jt
could not be sold off. Instead
the strateey, il seems, is 10 run
the busingss down (o g mini-
mum service and allow the
private secior tw take up the
slack.

Two things have o be done (il
this. stratcgy 15 to be sucesstul
Firstly the Unioh of Communica-
tion Workers (UCW) negds 1o be
driven into the ground. and
sevemilly the menopoly has o be
lilledd, So far the first has been
resisonably succuslul and with the
help of UCW General Scorctary
Alan Tulfim, management have
bheen ahle 1o push lhrough
measiores that Bave cul Costs - wnd
myassively merepsed productivity,

Howeyer over the last twirveidms
there has h=en a arowing tmililan-
oy -and determiination at the base of
the anwu This vear there huve gl-
ready beon 2500 unofficial stop-
piges  the majorsty of which have
resultéd in victory for the poseal
workors mvalved. Formany D0W
members the sell-out over the
shorer working weck agreement
Last wesiar wins the Lt straw. and at
the conference last May, Loffin
anmd the Execulive bl o rough rde

from motions pul by normially con
servative branches,

This determincd mood has oh-
viously wormed miinsgement, Any
threat ty TulTin s threst to their
overal] gtlan, Cleidy, they noeded
tev inflict @ large scale defeat at the

postal workers: (or refusimg o
handie mail from an ofTicethat was
o strike

Both sides were taken aback hy
the strenath of the suppor and the
solidity of the strike. Management
clearly wanfed a drift hack o work

pes—ss s e
A union leader called Tuffin,
Was given to huffin' and puffin’,
At the end of the day,
The boss got his way,
And Tuffin, the bastard, got nuffin!

base of the unon. Ihe argument
over the Difficulr Areas Recruis-
ment Supplement (DRAS) gave
them an opportunity to attempt to
achicie this.

The conference in Mayv had
Thraswri o this proposal and called
for sttike acoon (o defeat it
Tullin's msm comeern over DRAS
hiwever was nel (he agreement 16-
self bt that it had been vmpassed
by mianagemean without consuh-
afion gl negotiation with the
LM s execlive

He had little choice bt s call
for strike sotion in the loge har
martagement would give ham back
nis nght fonegotiate:. Managsment
quickly aoired the oppomunity o
provioke a rational <uike thivugeh
thc wse of casuals and suspending

earlier o, o isalate the morne
revlizant el Tices aned barmmer them.

As 100G (HM) posial workers
downed lettérs and made prepara-
tions for @ long dispule, TulTin
came up with an agreemen) which
gave the bosses fuse what fhisy
wanted. He wan his nepotiation
rights over DRAN —a very minbr
concession from management’s
painl of view  and prompely
wished his hands of the strike by
telling Jocal branches o negotiate
i retar to work on the basis of a
“havk 1o work agreement” rutiticd
by bath sidies,

Ameng other things. the agree
men stated that caswals would be
uset] o wlear the backdog, that
iy iale coniraglors would be
Provgeht in lo move mail, and that

ilan office received work from one
un- sinike. UCW Headguarters
wirnld be contacted for instroc-
Lo on rioving i,

The green hight was miven [or
many local leaderships (o organise
a return o wiork, sned despite o feel-
ing of betrayal many wearkers Tel
they had little chodce but o retum
As mnre workers retumeds the
more militant offices staved out,
determined to gain <omething
from the two week dispure.

Without the national support
though it was lnevitable that they
woulil have o back with [ittle
iy show, Fust davs after the settls
menl wils anmounced, five motions
ul iy cenlidence were passed
apainst TulTing Ax rhe Cavenly start
tivoenmie in e Clear the backioz (in
somme ofTicey [or the first timed,
miany e sih molions cun b
expecied.

Fog the lettm the amsn: thene s
a massive ppperbanily o ekl a
fight apainst the colliborationis
lne of the union leadziship, W
challenge for positienss at focal anmd
nitiondl |evel, o orpanise agams|
casuzl and part toneg labour, W
buitd suppor for offices that i
tukcaction, and toexplamn wrmem-
bors the strategy that Ties betimel
MAMAEE MENL ™ activms

Ted Glenn

THE UNANIMOUS vore of
the Executive of the Transport
and general Workers: Union
(TGWU) 10 suppont the Kin-
nick/Hattersley ticket for the
Labour Tesdership has deht a
blow to the Benn/Heffer cam-
paign and, by swengthening
the mew realists, (0 the libour
moverment as & whote.

A battle betwesn the might amd
the left his been gong oo in the
TGWL since Bon Todd hea
George Wright Tor General
Secretary five veam ago, with bit-
ter disputes at regonel as well as
nationy] level over the appoint-
ment of Regional sedretaries and
complaints over batloting rigging,
This was intensificd 'when the

right lost theirmajority in fanuury
of this year

With the TGWL Exécutive,
hitwever, the terms left and right
ure @ bit mislcading. The new
‘lell” majority. includes the Ron
Todd wing of the union who are
within the political camp of new
realism and have fought for the
unton to support the Kin-
nick/Hareesiey ticket.

The left victory in the clections
therefore was more o victory for
the Todd leadership over the hard
right. who' have an organised
grouping within' tho union’ with
links inte EEPTU bosiness
tmiomism, than a shift o the lefj
NgHinst muinstream new realism.

The most Serivws blow for the
right was the removil in the lasg
elevtoms of Executive Commintee

charrmoa, and beader of the hard-
night, Brian Nicholson, who was
beaten by ‘Steve Riley, a
leftwinger from Fords,

Since hiv deleat Nicholson hus
[omghi i me-establishe the  hard
righl majorisy in the cxecutve
His recent coup: wis 10 estirblish
it Steve Riley was 48pin ameirs
of coninbulions: when' he stood
against hmminthe clecton - o sign
that the right are well comnected,
since (hey would need aceess'to
regionyl financial reconds to-es-
Liblish such 4 thing, The amears
are a echnitality unsing from:the
fact thit Fords do not make check-
off payments for vnion ducs when
an employee is off sick,

When the right wing ragsed this
at the Seplember mesting of the
executive it Tesulted i what ap-

Hard right guns for soft Todd

poars to-have been s damuging
“quid pro quo’. Rop Tidd upheld
Steve Riley™s union canl and his
position on the Executive, on the
basis of past practice; bul then,
after the right wing bl walked
out in protest, the meeting, with
only the “left® In aliendance,
prococded to vote nanimansly
for the KinnpckfHattersley nokel,

There was nevet any possihilly
of the Executive voting for
Benn/Hefter: but many had
thoaght that a vote for. Prescistt
wrs & possibility, Few, however,
expectod 3 unanimious vole Tarthe
“dream toket”. Aseal feft alterme-
tive in the TOWL will have to be
built on a much Bimer basis,

Alan Thornert
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Poll tax:

Scottish
Labour
bottles

out

THE SCOTTISH Labour
Parly has failed to back u Lam-
paign for non-puyvment of the
poll tax. So the campaign In
Scotland moves into a new
phase —while the Lubour party
hits abdrcated s responsibility
to lead the movement,

In his silihress (o the Sootrish
Recall Conference on Seplember
7. Dynald Dewar. Shidow Scol-
tish Secretary. arpued that “3 pamy
whith bolieves it will soon be in
et und Tesponsible for legish-
hon cannot repudiate ofigations
untlerthe Lw'

Lt wrs clear however 1 the vist
majority of participants that
precisely by uming its back on a
strategy which included non-prey-
ment the Labour pary would un-
denming its own clectoral sapport
— no Jeast i the forthcoming
Govan by-zleciion. where the
Scotlish Natismal Party. standing
g non - payiment licket, are like
Iy 10 win significant support

Speaker after speaker arguing
for non-payinent demulished the
arpuments put forward by Dhewar
andd the Exceutive. It was not a
case of uraing those already: In
financial hardship nol 1o pay. the
VaX, since many would nol be able
o dosoanyway. The queston was
rather swhother this would be o
ampdign of collvitive agion led
by the 1abour and trade union
Mmovement, and therefore wath a
mich stronger chance of success
o one which involved ndividual
decisions — and individual penal-
Fhees,

M is mel o question thin non-pay-
MENL — ar non cellection — ol the
ol tan will result in local services
being cut and local peaple sulfer-
INg: ratecapping and other finan-
cial penaliies imposed by the
Tories hyve already led o the
devasiation of local gavErnmen.
Indecd the whole aim of the poll
tax I8 th force local authoritics into
# €lef siick where they cul hack
SerVices rather than allow the tax

/

/i

o reach o level which no one will
he ahle o aflonl wo pay.

Brennis Cangvan, MP for
Kirk West, puinted out aran eve
of conterence milly that it was be-
coinng wmeredsingly clear that the
Excoutive had mo ultemative to
Ao payiment The obstruction in
Parliament had been ned o no
avall. The Stop I Campiien had
notsucceeded in s ohjective, All
that wis being proposed nw wits
tir wait until the unpopularly of
the tax ensured... yes you've
vuessed! . the retum of 4 Labour
EOVETAMCHL;

Neither the fact that such pas-
sivity wonld result in & loss of sup-
poort, northe fact thar millions were
sl fenng: wis stken on board by
the Labouwr leadorship.

But while the speakers arguing
for nom-pavmenl — #nd e osome
cises dilferent forms ol non-ciol-
lection 48 well — won the arze-
menis, they did not wain the voles
Althongh TOGWLU, NCU and &
nurmheT o8 ;i]'l'_li,l”l.'!r HEETTEWI F-LLJ'I-
pirted a form ol non-payment, the
btk of the block vore Fined up
with the Fxpeutive. By a two to
one margin the Fxecutive state-
et was carmed-and the demard
for 4 mon-pavment campaign
thrawm out.

The meod ampngst setivists
following the comlerenue hpweyver
wits o of anger, ol despain, Fol-
livwing the conference, the *Com
miittee of 1LEF individuals plodged
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Fola axed on the poll tax? Demonstrations are not enough!

HI/SlLey Uyor

not o pay the fix wis launchied.
involving MPx Manma Fyfe. Dick
Drouglas and lim Meallion and a
whole swathe of Toca] councilioes
Iradc umionists ool olhers:

It 15 ¢lear that there s mass base
al support, with huridreds of

hiischiolds in Govan displaying
amtl-poff tax posters, The cam-
[rargn in Sootland sl bas a sirong
prssibility of success -bul it s 4
tragedy that the Labour parly is
choosing not o el i,

Theresa Conway

Fight the poll tax -
Fight the witch hunt!

Militant supporters in Scotland have been instrumental in build-
ing the fight against the poll 1ax, arguing correctly for non-
registration, non-collection and non-puyment

But while these dlemands hove gained resanance amongst miAny ac-
tivists, the sectanan manoewvres of Midisane supporters in taking aver
the newly firmed Strathciyde Federation of An-Poll Tas groups has
eroded the possibilily of united campaigning against the poll tax, and
strengthened) the haml of the witch hunters,

James Dunachie, Labour MP {ur Pollock has called in The NEC o
imvestigate Miliran supparter Tomimy Sheridans In Govan, Miliranr
supportees have been removed frinm the by-clection panel 1o mike sure
that » candidate whe suppoerts the leadership will be selected
Meanwhile Mifiram supporters refuse 1o take any initiative 0 oppose
these ilacks, confining themse bves to chanling *You can'texpel usall’

Sudly it lowks as thouzh Miliean has leimed Hide from nine YErs
0l Thatehersme All the mesiakes of the fight-against rale-capping in
Liverpool lnok settohe ropeated. There, oo, Milizant supporters were
il essenoe arguing around the fight slogans, and had o mass base ol sup-
porl — but threw away potential for victory through thelr sectarianism
wihrich aliengsted so muny ollies,

The left in Pollock, through the embryonic Campaign Group gre
pressing the ULF o renounce the Investization and concentrate on
fulifing oppesition 1o the poll tix. This sy by supported by spcialisis
thrighout Scotland, i Wales and in Englund,
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NHS: Nurses on the road again
When is ‘A’ grade not a grade?

EMPTY WORDS, broken
promises, and the devaluation
of the work of dedicated stall:
these are the reasons why
thousands ol nurses across the
country have heen protesting
since August,

Last spring, hulfeied by strikes
in February and March. the
Thutcher gosvernment set

Grievances and appeals are being
clocked up by the hundred. and the
whole set-up |5 a recipe for chaos,

Ui Scptember 22, angry nurs-
g auxiliancs al Normmanshield
Hospita! m Twickenhum stageil o
one-day strike dy o prelude o sis-
padned “work o grading” action in
orotesl a1 heing coliectively

As the Maudsley sorikars
pointed put, none of the regrading
can be farrly dione it extr govern-
menl miney 15 not made available
Igr pay nurses their increases. The
£R03m set aside for this in April 1s
clearly dnsufficient — yer Clarks,
Curric-and Clo. are now Tefreating
from any commaiment to fumod the

!L‘ﬂ.d}' other cstimatos #re even

higher — as mueh as £360m
If this moncy 15 ool provided,
health athonities will e forced
make more culs and bed closures
— CrEahng 4 new auldimn Crisis
£200m 1% the eyuivalent of op o
20,000 heds closed across the
country — four times the number
axed in last sutemn’s

out b win @ breathing
space [ RRVIing it ac-
cepied and would lmpic
ment the Tindings of the
nurses’ Pay Hevicw
Body

I'his inciuded two ele-
ments; & basic pay in-
crease, 1o be followed by
further memeases fromm a
grading exercise I
rewsrd nurses more farly
for the work they actually
i rather than simply for
their paper quabifications.

This reprading was
hourd 10 be complicated;
it involves asscssing he
work of 520,000 nurses
for the first time sinve
JU4%. But despite real
wosknesses o the For-
miula, 1t comlid have been-a
step forward, 71 carried
out honestly, compensat-
ing many overworked
NLrses lor exlrd duties ot
present unpaid

Imstend, the prading
exercise has been a faree.
Management 1n many
health authorities have
tried £y force nursgs
wholesale onto the lowest
possible grades morder o
hoid down thoir wage
hills. Health Sccretary
Kenneth Clarke has
hintod darkly that in the
name of “Taimess' e will
inervene o push back

Now low Jee it Now ti fm/z‘g; th

crigis wave of closumes
that kept the MHS 0 na-
tional headlines
throughout the winter

Murses don't want
their payv ncrease paid
for by cuts: neethar do the
general public, whio con-
sistenily show their sup-
pit tor the NHS and for
nutses who fight 1o
defend IC

However the union
response 15 weak and
divided. While the "new
realist” NUPE 15 adreid
above all of any in-
clusiral actiom amd s
seeking o cormon fron)
with the no-strike Royal
College of Nursing,
COMSE leaders: lack
Tom Sawver™s. ruthless
MNLUPE - bureauwcratic
strike crushing machine
and have allowed then
ratk and tile 4 little more
feeway. Hence it has
beery COHSE members
on the ground whe have
so far made the runming
in local ‘protest stop
paZes.

The radicalisation of
MUrscs around pay 15sucs
50 closely connected o
CULS 1IN SCIVICE SIVes THW
opporienitics for those
on the left who have
misscd previows chances
o gt involved n health
campaiign work, Mow iy

any heulth aurthorites
which he qudges o have
becn oo genemts b gradmg thea
nursing staElf,

Press attentionand Clarke’s
pommenishave focussed solely on
disputes allecting relatively few
wird sisters and top prades: but
thousands of nursing auxibigrcs
whir showlder unpaid exers datly
responsibiliies are being forced
nnto the bortom grade “A',

Fage &

lumpeel into-grade " A
Murses at the

Maudsles
pavchiatric hospital in South Lon-
don heve ulse staged a 12-day
strike over the grading 1ssuc, com-
plaining buoth over the show and in-
adequate mmplementation of the
doal and the fact that the govem-
et has ot yet pledaed o onder-
write the Ful] cowt

full cost of the piy awands, argu-
ing there can be “noblunk chegue

Hegional health chairs huve now
cstimated 1hat they will need an
extra £200m Just o cover costs of
the pay dealt their guess 4 cerfain
o be too fow, sinee 1 will gl
fens of thousands of gradings
which are already contested by the
urtins and subject 10 appeals. Al-

the time W slep up e
light for unionis@icn of nurses,
and arguing the case for industoal
iction wherever necessary o
defeul vuts, clysures and sttemms
o reneere on the pav seitlemenl.

A looming autummm of strugeie
sl see links mude with heaith
urims dred the building of an ac-
live Tighthack in each locility to
defend our NHS:

Harry Sloan
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Labour’ Policy Review: a reader’s guide
The individual road to
socialism?

What have Labour's gurus been cook-
ing up in their ‘Policy Review® think
tanks? THERESA CONWAY wades
through the verbiage lo give vou a
potted version.

Few redders of Socialist Charlook will have
redd the Tabour Party Palicy Review —and we
certainly wouldn't recommend 11 1o cheer vou
g

However 11 s an mportant dlocument;
codifying amk developing the ideslogy which
Kinneck aeel his cohons have sibrced, [will
dominate s year's:Laboar Conference and
iliseussions in the party over the next year,

It proposes W junk muny of the pary s oo
ridical commitrments —and prepares the wronnd
tor ditching e rest by next year, Since 11 s al-
ways CasieT 1o defeat an vnemy when you know
whnl thewr strategy i, we will try o give a roum)
up ol its most central points,

The [irst things that bils vou aboet the docu-
fenl aparl fmam its size and tedious language
are the mueessint references W0 (he nghis of in-
dividuuly, Linguistically this i bilanced by
constanl relerepess w the CANTHTIUNEY, bt
wWeoologically there s no Balance wi all,
Community” s wovery weak amd i17-delined
term wiker thrd term Thateherism; “mdividuwl'
i5 0ot o we are constantdy wild thil Laboar
must be the party of mdividual choice — and
while this should have cortaim linmits; the doep-

menl s fairly vagie as jo what 1iése
shiould be.

We are wold m 1the paper on
Cromsumers” Kights (hat the market 1%
the el clficicne way ol disinbuting
miny goapds and services alikough the
authory o concede that a1 rostricts
choice (i those with resourves, Here, as
clsowhere, the reporn sceks o stéal smme
of the Tores” political cliihes, by
preposmg, {or cxample: thar NHS
patiznts shomld have areater chove' —
over GIs, consaltants and the timeis-
bling of operstions. All this presummes
un NHS able and resourced not only 1w
cope with exisling demand. Butcarmang
'_;'JI',!"'I.'n'.".'Ci.’LP:I.Cﬂ:\ o allow frec choles e
iy panent. Like so many other idessan the
decument, this escompletely detached frimm sy
policy to finance such developivents in the
NS, The Tory solulivn — offering a “clioics
ol WHS uckes or priviate ireatment
¢oherent than this half-habesd
“Wlermalive”

OF Conrrse 31t s troe thial (he pabhe scotal (s
not wally regeptive to social needs. partloular-
Iy of the misl oppressed: i jme ind again the
molutwmes” proposed are lotally bankiupr -
proved sSivice |1|.'E'i'v|_'r_l. can IIrI|_'. develop ps a
resuleof discussion and eocoperdlion botween
argamisations of users and workers  nor

S ruch

mgrre

Kinneck: hailf baked alternatives

thrimgh measues which relate 10 consumers as
individiuals aod lanore workers completgy,

W aliscover, in theseeton on Foonomic
Fguality, thet the problern sbout the benefi sys:
=i dhal it was oot devised o deal with the
W nllevel ulubemplovment — butwe are ol
precives hife about what Tabobr ineids wo de
o ctedle tione jobs. Even the pathetic measures
comtammeid in the, Manitesio for the last CGereral
Election are bhsent, and it is clesr that “full
cmplovinent’ Ty been subtly redelined by ngw
redlests shrnking fron the seale of the problem
o e conlriniel

Peaple 2t Work " propaset that smployyes,
whctner on urierss of not-should have (he right

Just as Nigel Lawson’s boom heads for
bust, Labour s Icaders have abandoned
even the pretence of a radical alterna-
tive.

The authors of the Policy Review seciion
that deals with the cconamy come to the poimt
protty. quickly!

"Economic: suceess 1 the 199047 they
elaim *requines o new approach to the centrl
guestion of how best 1o help the companics,
ihe cntreprensers, the risk-fakers, the
mansgets, the workers ... to meet the challen-
ars of the neat decade’.

So there we have it the working class
vomes fifth in ling, licr entreprenuers and
risk-tukers. The omly people to get & lower
ranking than workers are scientists, ech-
tlogises and trainers. Thess dre the very
people, presumably. who ire going to ave i
mitior fale 1o play in the new high techndlogy,
high investment cconomy which the authors
EnVl‘iﬂgﬂ.

Labinr's plan for the coonomy cOnsiss of
a Medium Term Industrial Strategy made up

ol a policy of *steady expansion, competitive
exchange rates, and low inflation’ tooéther
with "structural measures Hull cnsure a moderm
supply response’.

This, coupled with meisurcs 1o deal with
regiinil imbalances, aml the guestion of the
EEL after 1992, makes up the response of the
much-hemlded policy review 10 the present
crisis —unemployment, i rising balance ol
fradle deficiy, & much rediced industeial huse
and 4 level of manufactunng output which is
vl even s high the 19749 level

Some of you may be thinking 6t this very
moment thit these ncasures sound o bt
familiar, You would be déad rghe This is
meitfiine more than & mish-mash of Keynesian
expunsionism and a5t of supply side pollcics
which although inolfensive, perhaps even
wierthy; are hardly capable af dealing with the
csie. It is g reipe for anather Wilson-siyle
failire i govermment.

For instance the doconént correctly iden
tifies one of Britain's mapor problems as a lack
ofinvestment. Hiwever mstead of commiiting
the next Labour (Jovernmend W matjomdlise the

New realism or old pipedreams?

Throwing in the towel on the economy

banks and finance houses to respiirce o Tull
scale sobialis) mvestment programme, i
mikes vague mferences (o ‘cslablishine a
sound baltance tetween Mminee and mdustry®,
by some wispecilied means.

Most telling vl all, however, 15 the seotion
un sboinl owmcrship. Apart from e concepl
of ‘public intcrest companies” which will be
momitoring on the question of cotsumer al-
fiirs, imvostment and pricing policy. the reat ol
the section is familiar, T corefully avolds
nahionufisation. Perhaps it would be fuirer 1o
siry i almigst Tules oul soke stite ownership and
propuses imstend o vaniely OF measunes such as
minoriy and majority shareholdings, workery”
collectives, share schemes and workers' co-
operatives.

The docunient is a product of the acceplance
by muost of the Labour leadership of &
Thatcherite view. of the ecanomy —an accep-
uimee that is mainiained despite all evidence of
the daily worsening of the crisis: In this sense
it fuils even s own himited terms: it s neither
new nor realistic,

Jean Reilly
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1o e bt represenialves w hier will prartcipate m
foim decision making, This iU savs, will m-
prease motivaton amd - company efficicney.
And ol conrse as stomany workplaces are non-
untomised it bs mecessary, 1t clams, 1o involve
non-union members. The duthers claim tha
these moves will complement coblective har-
cainimg: i ract their effect, 30t their dim,
would be Justthe oppusile — o windermine trade
union strengths cxtending “trade union’-type
recognition and aghts o non-unon menbers

[k the gues| i of l2gistation the document
réiterates Lubisur mtgntion to repeal only par
of the Tony s anti-union laws: It condomns: se-
guestration of assets. use of cx-parte injunc-
tiomy amd protection of scabs from disciplinary
action by unions after they defy o ballocstrike
vole

But it asserts that it will strengthin 1the role
ol AUAS, and enshome in law the “riaht™ 1o W
lsallot before  sirkeas well dsmembarship par-
ticipation in the elecnon of umon executives. I
wilts to ke with, but notthooew owr, the niles
arclned secondary action. by makmg it hander
for compinies [ win court orders banning such
acron by dividing up their fims artificisll

1t 15 true thal there has becn some contentiom
on hese matiers within the policy review group
nsell, dnd that theee are iseres of resolutinns
Wy party conference thes would ymprove the
review. However it s |tkely (il the hisic ap-
proach will be uphehl The most weighty
fesalution torconference, Trom the TGWLU, cer-
tainly doesn't rejeut the current proposals, lis
TR WOITY swems [ be on this question of
worker/ mimagerment forums and 11 propeoses
areatersiress he Tiven [0 SCCnng RN mig-
mition ralher than developing “altemnatives’ to
collective Rargaimmng.

It bs clear tromm this, as well as Neoan the prany
resislutlions o party gorferenie on the question
il retorm of the block vawe, that the el needs
1o gt on the offensive on the gueston of rade
uneon) democracy. On thi ong hand, we canndl
condone o any way propssals for e state (o
mtzrfere on the miemal ranning ol e labour
o gme nt But on the ovher R, of is clear that
there dre maor prohlems abwsue the Tack of in-
vilvoment of irele woion membersinctfocive-
ly determinming policy orelecting officials cither
withim the unigms hemsslvas o1 in relationship
Lex the Dabwor Pay

The sectiom of the Policy Heview which
deals wath imlernational gucstions 1 alleasl
open ahout its failere sodeal with iwhole beray
al key gquestions, Onnuelesr disammament it is
virlually sifent, other than i say that the out-
come of US-Soviet negotistions will have a
priafoumd eff2ct an Labour™s future puelicy.

Lwasking at the number ol resolutions: (o
parly cenference supporting wnilaleralisn, itis
e lear thide the [cadershup 1s vomee| o recogrize
Wit thi< will beome of the piost dit el aspects
of exiatimg policy e overarn, But the backdrop
w here im thes report, which emphosises the
place of defenee in Laboar's frmeigrs podicy and
iy particular upholds the rile ol NATO, which
1 cluims improves frelations East and West')

The ssues which are suppesedly dealt with
Ardepth™in thiy section of the Beview are Aud,
Development amd Debit, Southarn Africa and
the REC. On the firstof these: the keyssegtion
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tatis about develomng trude “which will eroate
joks in Brlan as i anproves lives m Afnd,
Asi amd Latn Aserica From such o neo-
colominlist starfing peint. oo socialist foreign
policy conld conceivably be developed!

O Souhemn Africa, while commedtTy sapplin-
iy sanctins, hothing is sad about the rale of
Rritish capital in supportimg the Botha regime,
et alomz any propesals for labour moverment
action now aguinst sparthenl. On the EEC. the
document makes gxplicit wha has been clear
for soma imer e 15 no longer @ commiment
i withdrawal. Tnstesd we are wold thar *Brigain
cold iy worlubeaw withowt huge damage o our
ceopwmy dmnld reinsd relations with key trading
partaces . § s critical ol the unified market und
other pspects of the Community’s cconomig
peilicy, bt purs ferward no clear alliomalive

1t i5 noticeable that & number of key politi-
cal yuestinns are completely missmyg frim the

feview. Thi question of Batin's sccdpationof
the north of Irelard s absent — although the
Liabour party hus just issued o separate doci-
ment i which it upholds the Umiomis vel.

Chi wennien s rights: whale the commiiment
1o the Wonmen s Ministry is allimmed and some
geslures are made o the direcion af svisting
policy. the contrul ishues of abortion and con-
praception arc omilisad

Cin racism, the document hias little o offer.
other thon to wal e bt suppasedly “non-dis-
crimingry inmmigration controls’!,

While there % a conumimment 1o repeal of
Scction 28, the review szems to draw back o
existing party policy toend all legal diserimmmn-
lgn nginst leshiansand gay ma,

Anil the review offers no solutions 0 daal
with the depith of the ¢conemic vrists ar b al-
evute the suttering imposcd on the working
clags by Tharcher's polivies over the last mnc
YCars

There will be dehute onoa number of these
key questions a1 Lubiour rirty conference. Bul
the abiliy ol theJeft to turn back the tide of new
renltsm will npd be decided on conference floor
Ouir ability 1o haikd mass campaigns, whelher
around defence of the NHS. opposition (o the
Pl Tax: apainst Scction 28, or groursd the
chmure of Cowley will be more ssgnalicant in
determaning the lopg torm relabenshipod for-
s,

I particutar, 1135 vital 1o build the Chester
field movement us o Joree for both discuszion
and action, bringing (negether activists mside
and outside the Labour Pary wiml pose a real
challenze Tor leadership, orpamsationatly and
peliticully, i the party, inthe t'ade unions and
in the simele e caTipaipns

review

SHIBBOLETHS are very importantin
the Labour Party these days, and every
Fabour Party member ought to know
what they are.

The dichonary savs they are the “olil
fashioned und generally abandoned dotirine
or formule of o party ofseci’.

S0 when the New' Staresman's editonal
recently urped Labour™s policy revisionism in
the Policy Review lurther, on 1o new! hzizhis,
‘away [pem Loaboir’s inlernal sguabbles
rowards the congerns of the electorator awiy
{romm wirn shibboleths towards freshihimking
about basic issues., | decided to chevk oul
these shibboleths:

Wit Tirst hrew me was that the supporters
af the Policy Review scemed 1o think this
thiere were s many shibboleths about, 1

“Bring out your
Shibboleths”

JANE WELLS tries to work outwhat is new about Labour's |latest policy

couldn’l find many doctrines or formlas
which had been around long enough to get vl
fashioned.

Take the collective ownership of the medns
of production - ‘Cliyse Four', always more
fudged than fundumiental woparty policy uml
now under repcwed attack from Kinnock s
markst forces socialism.

In 1961 Labour hadd just lost three electinns
in & row, There had been witch hunts of the
left. I'he hierarchy wore ‘re-exarmimng’ some
of the party’s founding primciples, inchiding
links with the iride umions, and were asking
themselves if the working dluss really existed
iy more. There was o Libiral revival ond
there were maves (0 form an electorn] alliance
with them.
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Hammond out -
but TUC right
wing rules

EXPELLING the Eleciricians” union
(EETPL) from the TUC for breach of
the Bridlington Agreemeni is like Kick-
ing PW Botha out of a social club for
poor Bihle manners,

Compared weothe comsoious sinkebroaking
actins ol the BETPLU gt Wapping and its n-
creasing rale 45 o convenient wool of antd-union
emplovers, the fact that Eric Hammond s men
bear rival hureavcrats [y a lew single-umon
deals and “poached” 4 lew members of other
umicns 15 a total rrelevance

By refusing toaddress the patrageous union
busting role now being plaved by the EETIL,
and carrying through their expulsion purcly on
the most burcaucratic nicctics of a widelv-dis
refarded apreement, this vear's TLC Congréss
ensured {hal even with the depariung of the harnd
right s gury there would be oo el political
bresk From coliaboraionist pobitics,

Indead Hamimemd s closest co-thinkers, the
AEL leadershap, remam key viocesan the TLHIC
higrarchy, while plotting their nwn merger with
the EETPL

Mor is there mauch
substance to the
mamstream “left’ alter
nitive, While Ron Todd
vasi the TGWID '
decisivie block vote mn
favour of cxpelling the
EETPU amd later in
lavour ol TLC
withidvawal rom col-
laboration with Norman
Fowler's putrageous
‘Employment Training”’
(ET) scheme, he was at
the same time manoeovring behind the scenes
o debver the umamimous voie of the union’s
left” Exeoutive members in favourof Kinnock:
Hanerstey for Labour's leadership

And as Fowler aimed to cxploit divisions in
the TUC by prismpily putiimg thi &0t in und
closing divwn the Traimdng Commission, on
which sonmie TUC boreauoraes Biked ro sitwith
grmployers and governmenl, i wis Todd hmy
seltwho led the pack aFunion chietsin b buan

The party leadership then mounted an at-
tack on fwo main fronts; Clause Four (they
waanited o delete il rom he conslitution; and
(he umilateratist deflence policy just passed by
the Puarty Conlerence (they pledeged 1o *hght
mmd fight agiin’ to reverse it

They were hampered by atemporarily un-
telinhle Block veia (the TOW L wiis leli-led),
g0 they comnpromised o the first with a todges;
bt wion the sscond. A rew délence policy,
*Poliey for Pesce” was drawn up jointiy by the
NEC, TUC and PLP for ‘conzultation” in the
party and the anions. The right began 1o or-
panise around it thropgh the *Campaign for
DBemocratic Socialism®. Their policy docu
ment was accepted by the 'next parmy con-
ference, and the witch hunt of the left con-
tinued apace.

But there had abready been a good deal of
rovising - of the content of Clause Four
before it ever got onto the party membership
cards.

In 1918, to be exacl.

I svas the first resolution to be debuted at
the hirsi conference of the Eabouwr:Pamy
proper, afler it had sdopted the constitution
that survives almost intaet oduy, T concernid
the rebublding of the sconomy afler the war,
and it proposed 'co-operution m production
and distribution. the sympatletic approach 1
a healthy equality, the widest possible par
hcipation in power, hoth sconomac amd politi-

cal, and the geperal conscionsness of consent
which characterises a troe democracy.’

A lefi-wing delegate (already being
reforred (o by the Fabians at the time vanious
Iv 8% ‘nonentitics, fanatics. cranks or
exlremists’) mose to-object, He pointed out
that the resolution fatled (0 propose the con-
trail of the meins of production by the work-
g Cliss,

Sidney Webb, founder of Fabianism,
rephied o him that singe:there was so much
work todoand stomany resalutions 1o be con-
sidered: *they did s wan repenedly, over
and-over agam, fonng the changes on the old
shibboleths”,

Oid before their time wnd apparenily Diiled
= bt never tried or lested; | reckon these shih-
holeths have just hied o bod pross!

Now, with Kinnock™s tean ol hright young
mien lisEmng W the media maonths belone
Labour Listemed oificially, 1's not surprising
that the seres ol policy dicuments published
since the Tast Labour Party Confarence (Al
and Vialties and above all the Policy Review)
reflect policies for Labour advocaed thers.

Dropothe unions. And unilateralism. Any
vigue notion you might have cntenaimed
ahoul threplemng capitalism. And package il
properly oo Try eallimg i ‘modermising” the
party — that way perhaps nobady will notice
it’s the aldest wick in'the book
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Strange kind of 'left’: Ron Todd

‘Xojay/ejuens o

for new “iolateral’ quango poses at Furepesn
exel ulier the new Single European Act an
REL2IAN

Uhreiten Jeaders whoseemied divided on sofe
ssues were largely agresd moagnenng che
British class strugole. makmg iy mention of
fiohcing the huge job losses in Auson Rover,
and givinge only ekenistic suppart 1 the sink-
ing:- Pacl) sealarers, Bul they wene moest of all
sgrood that Eurs gaanpos offer higgerand (os-
tier free lunches, longer and more luxurious
visis o fellow officials acrosy the EEC: there
wOre o motinns tahled onthe T892 changes
fin dny other issuc on this vear's Congress
nwendp!

The scalof now realism was sconrcty affixed
with the. reicenon of o resolution” from the
¢ vememeers umion ENCLD cthing for a
iy ol ol m. Tmstead o resolulion
from the aermie of new e the GMB, was
camiecd, which called {or -I-."‘,-.'"i:~|iII!~|11 for ensure

fComsmer righis T Fromm prival g corporations

[Zzapite wsuperficial (left” garnidh of resolu
nosts reallimmmmy anlmeralism, demanding @
er. and as usudl call
Ing ool hatche) o anposc sancions ugaimsl
South Atrica. there was o doube thit the hand
iehe and new reabises remaln firmlbyal thehelm
anid by cely for achance 1o menid theirbrdges
with the EETPU

I'wo decisions however do offer campaign
ing openngs for the kel ip the unons!

» Tho opposition fo the E'T progrommc
should be used as a preen light 1o bl Tocal
and regisl canipaigns o cxpose the meal na-
are off these schemes, keep them owl ol
umionised workplacos, and feght w unigoise
thise unemplived workers unlucky enough o
b dratted oo then

o The dedision (o $ponsor 4 national
demonsiman against the Poll Tax must aiso be
follwed up i every dmion and Babour move-
ment bodv ia the fight for 8 semous campogn

Johit Lister

prhissamig-ond D nuclear porw
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Wayne Edgingion

Black agenda
for action

The Blark Apendu, a detailed position
document produced by the Labour
Party Black Sections, is now available,
adroitly timed o coincide with the run-
up to Labour Party conference.
The Black Agenda nims, as the intradicim
mthoes, “to map out a policy frmework which
deals with the veniral ssues of concern o our
gormmitment like joby, policing. immigratioh,
Azaniy (South Afmeal. cducation and the inner
Cibies,”
[t iy diready heen <ubamitted fommally to the
athawur Policy Review. This s sure to plcase
Boy and Neal noend, Nos doubt the document
will e treated with the same sorl of super-
cillows contempt ong expects froam Labour’s
ruling autocrasy.

For thisse with more epen minds, the mam
objretive behind the Black Agendu is o reyive
& fruitful dislogue: 't is not o comprehansive
policy document written in stone. But we hope
it will form the basis for debate amaong anti-
ravists nside and ooetside the Labour Party*

Simply tohave draficd iwis no smaliachieve
ment, The key thing about the Black Apenda is
that it anscs out of a practcal and concrete
meivemenl '-L"Il]'l s T ]I'I_']I:I.ﬂ'\"f o lhl.,'
miainsireem of the lsourmovemnent. It can ondy
assist in promolng debate around the issoc of
black sell-organisaton and black cauguscs,

The hest way 0 review the Auenda’s sec-
teomis would be for people t read 1t themsslves,
sor [ owill just highlight i lew points amnd pose
somme questipns on the ok (he Black Agendyg
plavs in the cureent (memal situation in the
Lahawr Famny.

Inthe early [958k black and anti-raciso ac-
tivist polities tended w0 have theirr main em-
phasis on the most evident aspects of stawe
racism - policing and immitgration contrals as
well as racist attacks and employment - dis-
crimination. A negative span-ofT fooen this lar-
acly healthy approach was the developmaent of
an over- simplified and sometimes demagogic
anti-statism’ amongsta significant layer of ac
LvIsTs.

As w tesull, when Black Scetions first
cmerged, ey were regarded by some as being
tainted not ondy by their involvement with the
racist Labour pammy; but also bw “collzboratmg’
with the chief eriemy — the rsoist state, notidhly
throush local government.

The real world 15 rather more complex than
this, cven for revoluttonaries. Indeed a major
emphasis of Thatcher's third term has been
seeking o ond local government’s redisinbuo-
tive mole, forcing stuggles o defend, cxtend
and democratise stute soctal provision. The par-
ticularly hedvy impact of such anucks on the
hlack working class makes the ultta-left “anti-
state’ approach largely untenable, vindicating
the Block Sections. Most black people canno
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uffordd (o see local
government  theoonly
area of the cconomy
where sieniflcant
shifts In employmani
partorns have token
place —disassembled.

The Blatk Agenda
there fore voncentratis
in lumge frarl upon the
imiplivations ol
Thatcher's pulivies in
thie drimer cilies, where
mnost piack peaple
live: It concentrales
ot hietlding opposi-
Lo oy the next wave
of Ihatcherism.
notably resistance o
the polltax (acolonial
tax literally hrought
home), 4nd calls for
‘community based campalon groups Hnked
with the labour and trade anicn movement and
open te individusls, the churches and treoants’
OTEHTIEH] RS,

O education, the Black Agenda lonks at the
two major strstegic options for black peaple
cultural nationalism or anti-racast coafitsn
building,

In tenlay's situstion, where ‘indcpendent
Black " schiouls are somenmes practically posed
e o solution 10 the racism of the state sector.
the Bluck Agendp refluses to opt for this
segregalionist irap (the other side of the coin
fronm Pewshory svhool ) deliberately seo by the
new righd education lobby around the Froedom
Association. It peants oul That;

* i practice mdependent bluck schools would
be ethrio-religious *they mean Afre-Cunibbean,
Musglim, Hindu, or Sikb schools and not black
in the politicat sense’;

» private findanced or opted-oul religiogs
schieks woulid only cater Lor o Better-off olivg
o and religious schouls hiave 3 namow cur-
neulum which restricts chilbren’s develop-
ment. no@bly girls.

The inegalitarian strafegy of muepenilent
biack sehonls, which wendd leave the majonty
of black children mrappad in onder- resourceid
‘sink” schools is explicitly rejecied iy heing
divisive along ethinic and cliss Tines unsl g% an
inadequate selution bo (he short (alls of the state
educilion system '

Instead the Black Agesda opis defimilively
for the much more ditficult route of Tighling
it prile an anti-racist 2od irans-culium ] model
into the edugation system by self-organised
caucuses of black teachers, parents aud pupéls

On the intemational front, the Agenda Con-
cenirieson the three keyanti-imparialistsirug-
glesarpund which Rlack Scenons have agreed

Marendra Makan]l, chalr of Black Sectlions

lu eomcenirate selidarity activiey — Arania,
fafesiing and Treland. Unfonungwely this sec
fagnit ol ihe dovimient is wisiaker than the resr in
fermrs al progigad proposily.

The sevtion un Azania { South Africa) isim-
hued with ablack comscipesness approsch. and
i= heavily criticidl ol the Aot Apsmtheid Mowvs-
ment. I inkes up the thomy gucston of which
ofgamsdliims 1 suppor., and takes the siance
that “winmadtely o will be for the people of
Azanio o decide which movement is to be their
lagitimate represepigiive 10 government, We
fwst el be bullied, lectured oregoled into sup-
portmg just one group lie the ANC) w this
jurctare;”

Lasthy, where does thiv leave the Tutune for
Black Sections | The imcressed murmmalesaton
of the hard left has alsa seen receding chances
of recopnetion for Black Sectines. In this silu-
tion the proposals finated by TOWU Deputy
Grenerad Secretay Bl Mormis —for seiling up a
Black Socialist Society - have emerped as an
apparcntly anractive “intermediary objective

If granted, such a Black Socialist Soviely
would be & real advances hul as the Avendy
puimls out. it hasn't cvenvet been discussed Iy
the Exccunve of Morris's: own union! The
proposals hove little chance of acceptance by
Labour's leadership unless hacked up by el
pressury from a strong left wing and powertul
Black Scetions,

In many ways 1t 15 the Black Agendi itse]l
which implicitly maps out elements of an aller-
nalive “sirafegic” option [or Black Sections, not
lesst as parl of the Chesterfield process. i
which Black Sevlions are also involved

Bk Secions thomselves now geed tocim-
cantrate Lpolsorme sustyined campaign work
arvunid some ol |he proposads contained in the
Rk Agenda,

Dave Palmer
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It may come av o surprise (o
some people to see the Irish
struggle hracketed with the
struggle in Franec in May 1968,
the Praguc Spring, or any of the
other popular mass student and
vouth uprisings in that vear of
revidutions. And yet the radical
student and youth left, in-
Nuenced by marxism, played a
vilal role in the beginning of the
struggle in Ircland.

Ar that iz theee wis a tiny -
%1% |'|I:'I|IZ.';3'\ 'i'l'.'(}lll-lr':.ll"\.ljll FTIY E-
e The mortbead Trelaml, A small
aroup of young socialists in the
Woung Socialises Albance in Belfist
amd a small growp grownd Famimon
MeCann i the Derry Daboor Pary.
Wi were Infloenced by a Small
frotskvist proufp; the Irish Workers
Ciroarp, based i Loodon, Our polimcal
huvkoround. and cilture was formed
o by maditional Insh nationslism
bt by imternationied struggies: by our
interest m sohilamiiy with the strugele
of black people in the Unaned Staes;
By 1B unti-Vicomant War movement;

by the rremendous exsmple of Che
Cingvara and by the events m Pans
May. What wsx our relevance god im-
pomance to the strugele thal began in
{reland?

In 1968, ds the culmmmation of a
spres of developments. o civil rights
mesyment wis bor [was made up
of dhffenng elements. Some of them
worne simply disyruntied middie class
piThedics or ndtionalisis; lawvers,
doirs, civil servants; who were zg-
sraevesd i the face that they could not
advanee im their professions. It was i
peniuine grievance. Bul they wire im-
mensely hoorecors, mmimensely
coutious - and Immenssy . conservi-
five, Tt that came our tiny leftisg
movenent butl il hwd & tremeandoos
catalytic cffcol
Jwaz to mve gn example of the in-

irehange of ideds: the frsteivil fghts
demonstralion in the north of leetand
ook place o 2 Saturday evering in
Auguost |96% from Cowlisland to Dun-
gannon, in County Tyvrone, Our group
ol voung sociatists i Belfast wont to
that demonstration sirmehit from Hel-
fast where wi hud been bolding o
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ruggle
Undefeate

demomstraton agains! the invasaon ol
Czechoslovakia

When we armived in Coalisfand: wa
hud u fight with the stEwardd of the
murch who med oo force us 1w ake
chovwm our red fliags and the flags of the
Vietnamese Nalional Liberation
Front -which wewers carmylag — De-
cause we hug spent the rest of tha:
Summer protesting and hoiding mest-
mgs-ahout the wirin Viemam. And to
g going o (fe Coalisland-Dungan
non march was Just the same thing as
fighting against the American aggres-
sion in Vietram, Us [ighimg agains
the Sowviet aggpression in Czechos:
lovakia. ey werg adl the same thing:

Even to e hourgeois section of
the CivilTights movement there wis an
imieTnanonsd dirmensien. Quile spon-
lungously oo thal first march when
ey were hlocked by the palive: they
s whise was Lo hegome the anthem
of the civil rights movement: “We
shall overcome™ They had proked the
up from the siruzgle of the black
people in the Unied Siates, even the
T CONServilive seclioms identified
with that.

¥ajjay//eipeny "D

The following is
a speech given
by MICHAEL
FARRELL, a
leader of the
civil rights
movement in
frefand in 1968,
at a rally
organised by
Socialist
Qutlook to
commemerate
the events of
that year.
Farrell, a
journalist and
author of
several books
on lreland is, in
1988, still a
leading figure in
the
anti-imperialist
movement.
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T
“Our |

political
background
and culture
was formed
not by
traditional
Irish
nationalism
but by
international

sfruggfes >

e e
“The

Burntollet
march was
consciously
modelled on
the Selma
Montgomery |
march in
Alabama in

1965”
fren
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Aut the demonstration that really
marked the beginning of the oivil
vights mevement was in Derry on O-
tober th — which was Dalonned off
the streots; was on the wlevision
sorcons: and created a wagve of indig-
natton and anger might throoghou
Tretamd and Britaim o

Sow thar march would not have
heen held without the Young
Socaalists and the Derry Labour Paity,
hecause the march was hanned by the
Stormont government and the Civil
Rights Association — the ambrella
bady bed by the respeciable leadership
—wits prepared woocall v off unnl we
in Belfost-and the Detry Labour party
suid: “we'll go shead without you and
wie'll have the. demomstrabicn’. and
they were forced o cpll it back on
hgain.

Even then when we armived 1n
Detry, tate, from Belfast the leaders
of the demoenstration which had beey
blocked in the streets were tellmg the
protestors to go home. they had made
thoir profests.

T was the Young Socielists who.
believing &l that stage o confronia
tiomut non-vielenes. rushed up to the
police and made elear ihat we would
only leave the sireels ‘when we were
carried off. They proveeded mot Just to
carry us off but to baren us off and
wash us off with waler cannon. And
that had 1the required effect. thia did
efootrify the politreal situation

Anotherelemeant of the mtemalion-
al dimension: the People's
Demecracy (which was the move-
men] with which | became particalar-
fv jdentitied) began wilth students
from Queen’s University, who were
putraged ot the évents in Deery. and
decided to hold § murch 1o the centre
ol Belfast. They wene blocked by the
R10 and the student union l=adership
acceprod this. Bulile mass of the stu-
dents were angry and they decided. in-
stead of going home, 1o mach back to
the University. And they held a mass
demeeTalic meeting

They decided to constitute. them-
selyves an engoing popular asscmbly,
and they ook the tntle: People’s
Demmocracy. They were diregtly ex-
pressing the influence of wha they
had seen on wlovision from the Sor-
bonne, That's whit gave them the idey
b wed wp that type ul sitpgtore. And
that'w also what gave them e
courage 1o goo uul and repeat HTat
demonsiratinn — day aftér day after
day — il they got balonned off te
streets as well,

Chne further esample: in December
[ 368 the then Primie Manister of Noi-
thern Iretand, Capraimn O Neill, intro
duced a paliry packaze of rcforms,
And the leadership of the civil nights
movement decited w call & fruce on
demonsirations. And we (gl tha

{huse reforms wore meamingless and
that 1o stap then wouhd be 1o lose-the
mmamentum and the wnpems of the
whele movement. %0 wo in lhe
People’s Demewracy, of which the
hard core was the Young Soctalist Al-
liance, decided (hat we woulf go
ahead with o march from Belfast
Dermy on New Year's Eve 19649, the
march that became "The Bumtollst
imarch’

Apainthers was 8 clegriniernation:
alMlimension; an mcmutionsl prece
dent tor that. The march was. con-
seiously  modelled  on the
Sclma-Momgomery march In
Alabama w1963 — which wenl nghi
soross The racist staic of Alabanin:
dredged 1o the surface all the racis
séum of the southern states of
Aumerica and forced (he passing of the
Voting Rights Act ol the Lnited
Stares. Wi hoped thet vur demonstra-
tion would have a simikar offeen. Aml
indesd 1t did huve o similer effect, be-
cause il dredeed 1o the surface all the
bigoted, seclarian cum In the Six
Counties: — hut it:didn’t fead 1o the
passing wla Voung Rights Act. T just
led 1o more repression. Bul nonetie-
fess ir had a vemendous: elfeqt i
spreading sofidanty both throughout
Tredand and intermationatly.

Fven within the civil mghis miove
ment we drew a lot of vur lactics and
paratlels from comparing oursclves
with the state of the Black civil rights
mavemncntin America, We compared
the leadership of the Civil Rights As-
socigtion 1o The Southem Chrnstian
Leaderstup Conlerence — the conser
vitive leadership T2d by Luther King
who in relrespect Fwould consider s
more rudieal figure than Ddid then
But we comparsd olrselves with the
Stuclenit MNon-Vinlent Co-ordmating
Commialtee — the voung radival sec-
pon ol the crvil righis movement in
America which pushed the siugale
i when the older conservitive gle
menls were prépared wrein @ hack

There were theorelical considera-
tigms involved too, The leadership of
the €vil Rights Asseciption in the
norh of Iretdnd was an alliznce be
rween the conservahive catholic ele
ments and the Communest Fary,
pperating on the “siages theory” and
helieving that the cocrect tactics and
strategy 1n Norithern Ireland wore o
slowely amd eradually demooratise the
Siv Countics gndl then build a move-
miene wwards wumiled Irefand.

W didn'l believe that that was
possible. partly hecause of what linle
mzrkist and rorskvist heory we hid
aained gut of ur coniections widh the
Insh Workers Croup and panly be-
cause that thermy was confirmed o
practive when we concluded that the
Six County slule was irreformable and
There wis o point 16 this show stagisl

apprarach — but that you hwd o con-
from the reality of the stne head on

Sovthere wias alsocthe same so ol
strupoic goang un hetween the Com
munist Farly Jeadership with the
stagist theory sl the radical lefi as
went on i France with the Conscrva-
rvie infuence of the French Come-

wnisl Party and the radical m{Tu=nce
of the Muy student movement,

Fsabil that juest to restite the beyin-
pings of the movement anil the fact
that socialist intermatioralisim was a
real (hing then. [¢had real isnportance.
It was doe, through pmd threugh, oo
secialist mcrmatiosalism that our
smiall proup of marsist-influcnced
students and vopne (eaple cxisied
and that we sdopted e taotics thal we
did, Andd these metics lod toacondron-
tafon with the state which did prose
whitl bl a2y 1o kesa fairly wbslract
formmla.

They proved n praclice that the
Sia-Clonnty statelel was imelonmabie,
hecause they demonstrated hatonce &
movemeant devetoped which was
capable of chullenging serously the
sEctartan inpusines within the Six
Counfics - then that mevement would
hé resisted by Tonce.

It 15 very inportant i dealing with
thi presenl duy sitdation m the Nurh
vwhere the news abour the place is
domimaled by vielence), to bear tha
hustory in mind. The ongin ol the
vilence was that & completely min-
viplent myvemeant for Civil righis
(mialitind; Bur nom violenl) was
vrushad by vielence when n | 969 tie
i Specials and wmed Joyalil gangs
were sent 1o 1o attack the catholic
ghetioes of Belfast marepnsal lor the
fact that the nationalisis in 13efry had
beaten the RUC oul o theirarea 'The
Sife was using Teprisils ooy and
[wreak the mationalist population at thar
time. Thut 1s what introduced violenee
imtiy the morth of Irekind. That™s what
led by the TREA campuaign.

There were mastakes made on-our
side | rhink oneg of the bigocst mis-
Uakes rrmcde i thie lase 200 véars inthe
north of Ireland was the unpropared-
ness of the lesderstivg ol the left aethe
time — buth vur segment of the lefl of
thie civil mghes mewementand the then
leftist Jedadenship of the républican
mavement — i abetend the natronalise
shetives agaimst Tiis vpe of alack,
We duln’r fhréses [t coming, we
wieren’| rendy o detend them, That
led o dlemand by the people Tor
physical defence which was mel by g
split in the republican movemenl.

Avid becauseit was a leltsy Teader-
ship ol the republican movement
which had pushcd thit movemen| in
the direction of polllical scion and
then faited to grapple with the
probiemo ot physical delence
August 68 — 1t meant that the gther
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wectigni of the repuhlican mowenient
which developed e oo result (the
Mrvisionaisi begin with avery deep
foeted distrosy of potitical sction, and
of left idealogv. Ir hagan with a
marked has wowards militansm —
which was alwavs present inthe Lnsh
republican movement but whach wis
acceimaated by the parucular e
cumsrances i 194,

Wi muved them, aler Az sl 968
bl afier the mirduciign oF miem-
ment in [971L o siulion where the
furpos of the siste —which by that frme
Tl hecinme the Hreitish smte guie
ppenly. — threw everyviinng ol the
naticmahst resistance in the porth of
Ireland. Tortwre, ernment without
trinl. jmlimgs, bedtmgs mopedice =t
o, shootme down m the stroces
evervthing they could think of - snd
murder gangs and death squads,

The mul-19708 wis (he pernad
whiem (e lovalist desth sguods stilked
the simegls of Belfust snd the restol the
norh of Ircland with complete gol-
laboration by the sevurity farces

Thisg leslb g situgtion where (he
resistance movernonl wis vartualby
toreed wndergroumd; (hey were fonged
o the defensive and it was 4 guestion
of fighime for survival. la hal s8i-
ton enlortunately, the type of muss
politics (hal we tried oo create m he
garlicr perirsd ol the sinugele became
impossible o suston. Also. the
broader perspective of polinies which
was ot orestreted simply o the
grgvances ol the malibnalst minoric
or b g united leeband — b which was

forasociallst republic snd fighting for

class demands
ted U NTEInL
forhigps maore could have beén
dong. But it wiis very difficult i this
peredd. 5o the sirugesle wes forcod m
L o Tl o [oscis g Famiticmalisg

hecame impossible

strugele mrinst Bonsh mmpemalism
in the nonbh of Treland, b simoegle
which bad ¢ predomimsntly military
charaller.

Chunging  Garcuamatances and 1w
strne dedres the continuing influence
il what was hy then o tiny l2ft winp
movement gradually rooasserted thee
value of miass politcal action - 6t least
o issnes like repression-and against
the treatmient of the prisoners inthe H
Blocks. Eventually the humper sirikes
m 98] opened p the sigiion ngain
and created ngam o mass movemenl
This time o muss movement con
cenfratedd vmly in e catholc ghe-
e, bl o mass iovement nonelhe-
bess, whieh — while o didn’t win the
mmmmetinte demands of the hunger
siribers — pave Holain s pregiesd
Bl i the noeeh of Tréeland since the
Fall el Srosrreneent i 1972, And that has
briveght ws up 1 the siluation where
W Are Ientay.

Whit is the reconl ol the Tase 20
weeirs o the nosth of Trefand ™ Ie some
witys [ Tve spid thi the [ius higs nar-
rovwed o godd deal — and thae’< true.
Huton the other side there-ars trémen-
dous gains that have been made. W
pegin with g studnon imthe carly sia-
ties and late fifties when | was provke-
ing wp, inwiich this partitioned sec
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tarian staté had been establishod and
had woeally crushed: resistance o i
The nationalst minorty Wiy suping.
upathet, cowed, fourful,
Asaresuliof the strugizle of the layt
20 veary; the mstitation wherehy the
Brtsh were able tp muonian their
conirol ol the north ol Treland Lo 30
yeurs with very linde troeble — the
Storment government — has been
destrovved. And despiteal | their efTorts
over the last Lh vears 1o econstinuie
soumie S0t oF -an instiiion, & local
goverment sttt on i the norih ol
Ireland which wonld sabilise the
situation there  they have fouwnd bt to-
mully impossible o do se 5o that leit
an unstable simaton that the Brash
cyvrmment 5 mod able we control
But probably a greater sain than
that, 15:that the minonty popuistion
which was cowed and broken is oo
longer so, They have ome o their
knoos, A whole sencration of péople
huve egonc throogh prison camps,
shoot-to-kill policies and tortune — and
have come vul the olber el steelad
by that provess. morc detenmined than
cyer to fighl on, aned ikermined o
fight oo wath & wider horein
ecause (he flead that wene fm-
planted in the 1965-71 penwl — the
willer deas of mremmationaliso.
thodgh they were forced below the
surface  were germinating and they
hive begunm (o sprout now,. The
republican movernent hasmoved coll-
stdurably o the lefi, There isa con
scious intornationalism now in the
oshcttoes aof the north of lreland,

“We didn’t
foresee it
coming,we
weren't
ready to
defend
them”

s s
“the

continuing
influence of
what was
then a tiny
left wing
movement
gradually
re-asserted
the value of
mass
political
action™
ity
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No account of
the 20 year
history of the
Civil Rights
movement in
the six counties
would be
complete
without
recording the
massive
participation of
women in the
demonstrations,
the creation of
ne-go areas,
the prisoners’
struggles, and
issues such as
housing, trade
uriions and the
armed struggle
itself.
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Alpnaside (hat yon can’t readiv
spueak shoat | 968 many of th places
where thore swas g Miss Upsuarg
withnut saying thit anyans whuo lived
throagh thut and [eught thriugh that
wirld never forge the expenence of
mass popular struggle. People wern
preparid to saurifice anythimg in thiat
strizgle, Anvbody who his seer thal
happen van never again feel despoir
bocause you will always know th
w hien the aitlinn comes bpain, whisi
there |5 & muss UpSurge agdin, the
penple have (he courage. they fitve
the deterrunitinon, they have within
them the cupacity 10 [ight That wis
arabahly the grestest gain: the |
ing cxperience of sirpegle: The 20
tr people ol & scose of ther own

DHWT,

L

it of that siruggle. no direct
thanks 1 the lesdership (parficularly
tor the male lesdership) at thitl Lme,
came 2 lot of plher developmems. it
ws one of the 1hings (hiat gave ui im
petus to the development ol the

women’s movement, 1 also gave an
impeius to the developmen) vl com
ity politics

Alonaside the hardaned politdised
cailres of the republican rmnvemenl
piaclay, you live a fEmImst movement
il & Commumly. movemerl

Yisu have (he capseily for builing
something broader wgain and widen-
ing the horeoms that were forcibly
nurrowed by (he aperession of the
stare m theanid: 19704

| don’t helieve thal the militan
strugele of the [BA nlone can win this
banle in the norh ol letand, Tihink

v they don’t believe tha

think i van only be won by
sy peebitical struggle —nit only
the north of Ieeland, but by moving the
mass of theworking cliss e siHiLh
of Treland umil e mass of the work-
ing class here In Britain und. of
Ciwrse, i other coumes as well, Tt
Rritain purticularly since i s the |m-
mediate source of the 4garession

W huve an cnomious privilege
2 years hater e gme still here, the

strupale inthe norh ol Ifetand has o
heen deleaed. 1t is (e first tme n the
hiestory of that stule that g struggle |1as
been carvied om Torthis length of tme
and s not been defeated. We have
thi privilcge heing ahle 1o ook
bk 10 learn IToem our mostakes amd
b 1y oy buiifel again

peve that socuabist anler-
mi grart
s
e

pationalism playved an im
i thic bepinningy wl that si
il can ploy i inpartant pan m ks
clusion, because the straggle will only
he conuluded with the support of the
working cluss i Briwin, inooter
countnes in Exropeand m ke Lol
States; A The surme Wme, is and wien
that sirugale s completed vowall be
contributlon, parlcularly, to the
ale of thie working elass i fhes
oty Whio eould deny st .
{or Britsh imperialsn n
would shuke the hegemony of The
Rratish riling s Lo s foumedatinns
s well?

siTHEER

fighting on
two fronts

The interaction hetween the
Civil Rights Strggle and the ac-
tivities of the organised feminist
muovement that exists in Leeland
is the theme of this interview
with SUE PENTEL, member of
People's Democracy (Frish sec-
tien of the Fourth Internation-

aly, Sue is a founder member of

Women against Imperialism,
and an aciivist in the feminist
and trade nnion moverment.

£ Ay the frish W CFER L Loy erent
P featire”

& Trish womnien have alwivs
plaved 4 promioent role i working
class and and-imperbalist sregales.
Individua] names are well known:

Snnia Bamell, Maad Gonne, Hannah
Sheehyv-Skeffinglon, Conslance
Markieweicr. Less well known is the
mmipsertance vl their work 1o the sirug
ple as @ whole In orgamsatinons such
as the Dadies' Land League, In
ghimidhe na hEireann (duughters of
Trind, and Cunzin na mBan

oy were involved msuch work
is the revival of the Gache League.
the organisation of the Painotic
Childron™s Tréan (i propicst against
Qugen Victoria svisinto Inchumd at the
term of the contury s the 1916 rising
and the Civ'il Whar

Bt there were plao women s strag
olis in this period: the strogyle tor the
vore carcied oul by the Inishwomen s
Frunchise League and Inghinedhe no
fE e produged the first -ever Insh

women's papel, Bean mid Akrddnn
This group of wimen siw theic mattle
vry a8 "Froedotn for our Mation aml
the reroeval of all desabaliizes o our
Sex

There have hesn fominists aclive i
Ireland in the pasts whin i rew s e
breadthand seope of the development
nl the women’'s mevemen] that
7 the fate | and which

ilzsplte its weik

eme

5, has had woneas

sive imoad] on dresh sacwely;

{l’.‘ Hs pariafied el a divisiie
fir the woosen smoveen!

A: The shorl anawer is yes s
much mere difficolt to build anlzy in
pw o idterent juridictlons, pasticularty
b stisation where Women @i dnoer

ditsck

SOCIALIST DUTLOOK o @ October 1388

I — e



T the souih, women have been -
lacked economivallydmd socinlly b
cawse of the cuthacks of the Havghey
ddminisiration, ond have been
defemed on lssues ol meprsdociive
w Py e riphe wine - SPLIC amd
ther allees:

In the north, women living i the
occupied six ¢ountcs face a whole
specirum of problems  harrasnent
state vinlenee, ITMPTISCNIMCAL. pOver-
i, herming = witich v the Gt of i

re very difTerent from e problems
il worne m the 26 coninlies,

Al od these problems stem dimece-
Iy fromprotlems exacerbated by par-
titien: the welght of the chorches
noth and southy the backwardness of
tive econoiay: prverty and |sack
docinl it

Dhespte vontanmeg differe
ronts, nciuding reformusts who arce
Lontent 1o work within the Yonfincs of
the pwegd stalelels, Trnsh Temmmiso has

arrimpieel 10 prgamse o 3T coumi
Fewel sime the enrly 1970s, withg
semits ol mlliondl conlerenoes, | nd-
teommial wivity aniiative i the fute 197,
and vatiem el camypring s nght apoto the
prgsenl dday sech oy Armagh ami
Defend the Climics,

So pobitically Irish famnisis have
had no chaice but oo foce up o the
probiem ereated by partition:  the
develnpment of an anti-imparialisl
currenmt shows their abilizy to
Irsnscend these dnd beoin to fight
boild @ 32 .county mevement of
women fighting for thewr Hheration

AR «..n'..'l'-. e fias been

PV sy rolatiomadip e imeen

whirenes) olfavide Hhe |'|_:'.l'|||I (T LU

e aekd fonniaises watkn o Conldld

Wi e W hrrefly?

Al The mvolvement ol womier in
the nitional struagle 15 pant and parce!
of that strugale. Only when feanmniss
nmee becn active and hajlt a relation-
ship with ant| unperalist womean lias
thete been joml setivity and the open
i of debares,

The debites van beosecn as a ven
sl part of the process of dovelop

Tl Perhops the Lemston s
bt uniderstoesd @y o conlwl
whoul prionities: Tor n
republican the prinrity s the
wir ol nutional liberatio
while Ter-u leminsi the
prionity o e sioagale lor
e s i ea i
Iixtorically these dit
erences Have emerged
arasmiel bl Terent canmyg
the: suffrage, the Armagh
women, the Defend the
Clinies campaign: Betore the
campagn around the Ar-

thiagh women and

grehice of 0 32 county
pecialisifieminist corront
|||::I:'-'I-.I\I.|'.I||I.'.|._"_|i_gh|;:'"|'l:ll'\;
hostblity b sonrie seclions of

feminisnt againsn e dded of
armcd spuggls: While ths
still exists among sorme small
e L of “fenumists”. nany
WOrITLE Wetivises of the 19R0s
v i gereral anti- partitoen
perspeelve, dnd are inter-
e i the pefiticul develop-
rients o wonnen thit have
faken plice m Sinn Fom

The amily wiy 13 resolve
these tensions i a productive
Wik Ia Tl B du e s
muovenent whwh openly
delates s fe aeifld o 32
county movement of wonten
It cannot be resalved within
One Graanisation or simpy by
asselting that socialists see
the women's strugele as dn
ntcaral paet of the national strooelc
Lh links botween women's issuc and
the duily strugzle must be made con
iy — dmd pnly b strome wemen ™y
movement cin do this eilechvely

O Hlow dod o aret-fmpariad(s
feercinaiad feen oeme st deyelop?

Y The current developed on g 32
vty scale out of the debate around
the impaance of the Armaeh waomen
political prisonces W Insh femmism

I'he debate wids startedd by u gnoiip
called Women Aginst Tmperiadisng -
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Bernadette McAliskay

EE T Y= Th e

srip lopmded by woman wiit were
bulh [emintsts und active ant-lm-

Prerialisis gl who Tepe cdthc tm

promtiamce i The [eadin WOmen
i suppor of the prisonors, When
Worrmen A gamsl Tmpeliatising started

pry the lare 1970 et of e s

o the Relativies AU I
Were wimeie They mafched.

[racketel they prished the strug gle for-

wird and vel theitoyondems as
WOITLER Medve janimed, as sere the
womar i Armieh sl

Woitien Avtins [mperiilsm

WL UL QPENE L he warmmen s

sesstlon daae St periaiisr

Hy a5 tih A R mIng .|r-l.'|l;

iti-impumilismm mside the

WMD) s Y EN3ersl

T et the camiprign aroumnd the Ar-
veemman bl acoprfoomid efhe
o Doth moasEniem Thir |'|_'|'i.|l.' i

worneny in Swn Femoamd e creatien

o S Fean’s Woornen s Tdepariinent

svmapathy tor die as-in-

WANTIER R

[T t c
mewveTent werg the lona reem resuls

sLrug

£ Mo linsttve gletwite i evmimenm

aiped ettt ey

A The detbsite bies gme be s omd the

quigsbicae o grmed siragofe Ly post

People in
Britain hear of
individual
women who hit
the headlines,
like Bernaagette
McAliskey or
Mairead Farrell.
They are only
the outstanding
examples of a
whole
generation of
women who
have thrown
themselves into
the struggle for
their rights.
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e
“the debate

inside the
women’s
movement
has moved
on from the
false
‘feminism
versus
nationalism’
polemics of
the early

1970s.”
]
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Amendment folund, aaeve Temnnise
afe congoonod with servival sk G-
lng dllzcs. Simge D1y adoption of o
progressive sibbode oo women in
peneral, Sinn Femosahle wecontribute
o thin debete ami FEermnsts witlan
Sinm Fein niseel mioh Feed s dsislaed,

I Infarunately Recause of the cal-
lupses of the orgamscd anti-im
perialist/feminist current in he
wonlen s movemenl during the
funger strikes the debala that started
has not really developed very. fur

Wein Poople’s Demuenivy sese 1his
debite ws esseniiully about the
strtegy for builibing a 32 cownry
movenent and the peeid for thisrmgowe-
mone to b basedl om the warkang class
] dni-imperalisn movenients.

Q7 Whar s othe
mneewent s atritigde to Arnuegh
Mapliaberry fodas

WinRreEn A

Ag There s still g small coment in
the worman's mos oment tdl s hstle
to republicanism. Rl the atrmospliers
R3] [hC WOTmeEn s mHavaemenl hiJ"‘\
changed arvally m the Bl len vears
Most femmists pow wonld be
gengrally supportive ol womnen politi-
cal posoners and congemed about 1s-
spes sich as stnpesdarching When
Mairead Tarrell was ansassarkated Tn
Cabraliar therewasa wave ofindigna-
fon insache ihe womenTs mwrement
The kalling happened durmy [nterma-
ponal -Women' s Wesk in RBellast,
when o laroe number of fenimses
froom &l over dreland went o
Maghuberms o picksr i suppor of
repihlivan wiman in prisin here.

O leneeatsomal Womicn'™s Day o
sell, a large mecung of fomness
Miellas s Queen’s Universiy unanl
mikiisdy gbserved @ minule’s silence
Eor Mairsad. whe was alse i staden

o (hugen’s when shc was killed: s
public statement 0f ONIrAEC Was
signed Is hundreds af feminists o
Diatelin the follewing wock.

€ Flovie ol Yepmmisrs vedaie 0 the
wire ool el opeend dibwraetion !
Az Asiide trern reformists and thoda
w i dre seCLArian InWarcs
repubianism, the right of the lrish
people 1o take up arms woeuld be
generally accepted by fomimist dc
tivists. Many of these women would
eopgnize e peed to fizht azains
partition and e reumily Ireland
There sre differences on the ypeal
actions that take place and the sirie gy
that is poeessary e defenl im-
puriabism. But for mony waomen the
nesessity for the wrmed strugale was
Ulustraled dunmg the hunger stnkes
and thus (he debate msiide the
wirnen s aswement ol the edrly
[tHss bras el o fronne the Talss
leminism versas natinnalizm’
polemics oF the garly 19740,

The discussinmn oW 15 MMUCH Mot
aberat the role of women’s guestion
insidle fhe geasral anti-imperialise
atragple: how womon should or-
panises the imporzance of building sn
aigtonnnious, mdependent women's
mwvenent: and the need for feminists
to bulld pregressive alliances.

Thes debate, vital for krish
feininmts. i really only beginning, In-
teresting ]y, it is nor only wosen who
are discussing these guostiens. bul
these debates have also opened up in-
side other milieis such 4= Sinn Fein.
the antj-umpernialan movement as i

wehiale. thie rade untons whore there i

a strong group of fomumsts: and fooa
sl exrent thie Irish languaee rageee-
mehl.

it Fri
Eiirapedh or Lalin

0 Wihar sorr of mesvermens
baiile cominared 1

iy i
Amwrriogh moweds

Az Because of the huge objective
obstac ot that Insh Fomnosm faces —
the Chorch, the coonemy, partitio,
the sirogsle agwnst Brinsh iroops —
there 35w diredt comparison with
[ermnisman Latin Americi,

Irish Feminesm has much in com-
it itk somad] and scanered proups
i Feminasts throveghout Ladin
Armmeriva, avershuclowed s ey are m
Mty cases by massive social strup-
ales invelving women, Yer despite
this the existence of Insh f2minsm s
irselt due v the srrength and weioheof
the formnism movenmcnt in the ad
vanced caplzalist countrics. Thore can
be ni “medel” for the development of
[rishfemuniant womust look arother
CXPOTICTCEs a% & wiEy ol under-
sbmdIng our own problems.

There are no cusy answers. Insh
[eminists face d umgue combingion
il problsmmes, sorne o the remniscent
al those of thinl world wornen, @x-
dperbated By the ongoming British
militiry prosenci; vel 0 4 country
winch is m the eartland of Europs!

(ur sirafesy must therotore e
ksl o the realities of the sittation
o Ireband, We ginmot afford toosit
around and wair fora mass explosion
] lemmist consclousness as
developed o Eerope:r nor can we
simply expect that the fact of
women’s imvolvement 1o the amed
strupple will frselfbrng automatic ac-
ceptance of the need. for women's
likeratlon. Chmly an lndopondent
moviemen! ol sk women looking at
their cown congems will be able to
develop their own model of develop-
ment, based on a 32 county G0t im-
peralist perspective:
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How to build a
movement for
withdrawal

In its capability to mobilise mas-
ses, in ils success in raising
political consciousness within its
own constituency, in its ability to
confuse and harass British im-
perialism, the Irish resistance
has recorded many gains. But
the twenty vear struggle in
Britain tu ‘make Ireland an
issue” has. by and large, been a
negalive experience, recording
no mass mobilisation, and very
limited success in consciousness
raising on the Irishissue. leaving
a Hritish political establishment
which, despite opinion polls in
favour of withdrawal, is unwor-
ried and untroubled by such
scnfiments.

Such a judizementis not un example
ol the dreaded “new redlism” of Brinsh
socialisar, it is an apdating of an old
realism, Thie Rnglish wiorkes™ wile
Koard Marx i TRTOL " celatzon o he
Irsh worker, teels hinseli a miermbear
of the rullng nation', and few would
deny that a simllar sense of supec
riority. as well ds an apathy as 1oowhat
happens 1o the "backward™ lrish.
remains o charsctensie of British
polinecil gnd social culiume,

With the exceplion of the Brtish
Labour Purty Tfor o few shor) wieks in
the sumuner af P20, no major British
pelitical party has ever supparted dn
conditimal frish self-determina
fiom, Toliey this inclodes not jost the
imapor paries bug smaller and more su
perficially radical ones like the
Ciregns, and the Welsh and Scottish
nationalists.

Both historically and contem
porarily, even those which. on paper.
huve suppored waconditional Irish
self-determmation, such the Com
munist Party in FR20-210, or the
Socialist Workers Parly 1ouday, doso
with an obvious lack of enthusiasm or
low privritssation in lerms of day-to-
day political sctevity,

The failure 10 builit any vemblance
of amass withdrawal smuwvement in the
last pwenty yoars socs history repedl-
ing itsell. Which makes |he obvious

and most important pount of all: that
this i= due to the enormpus difficultics
that have o be faced in trving 1o 5w im
gogins) & tide of chauvimst ideology
and culture

MNevertheless, il wis not mevitible
that tlangs would twrm oot s disig-
pointingly as they have

A mstant sogyshot of (he current
sliggre oof the wilhdrawal smsvernenl
cerainiy doci pot show a ot w be
proud of. The memberstup of the
Troops Uot Movoment (TOM)
rénalng small, the last three conféren
dos of the Lwbour Commitiee on
Irctand (LCT have spen i fall imoatien-
duncie: and ds we mo e the “Year of
Action' those forces which o achve
1 Trelaricd gres o some wiays, miore
ifiwreled thun they have been for lve or
18, §EHTh,

This i s ohviously iHosirmed
Iy arpuments ahowt the "Year , with
the TOM and the lnsh in Brigan
Representation group (1BREG)
withdrawing from the the organising
committee for i, gocusing the LCT
{cadership of undemoerane prachives —
among other ressens — and with jus-
tification

The obwious ot s that Tweney
years onn there s sl nor o unifed
muovement For Boitish withdrawal
There 1 no lrish equivalean ol ke odd
Vicmam Sohdanty Campaian, or the
CxDof today. There s 0ot even an
cmbhiyvo of opc. And thar faildre can-
not be simply ladd at the door ol 'ob-
ective difficulties”,

There have boen a whole series of
false assumptions. Look at the ex-
amples of the Irish Solidavioy. Cam-
paren of the carly 1970s and 1t suc
eessor the carly TOM,

T'he model for cach was the anti
Vigtnam movement in the USA and
thie bedief that Trelumibwould galvanse
Jarge s nsns of Fresh socicly as the
Nctnam Wiar did in the Usited States
Tt i o samplistie pasallel

Perhaps if the Bntish army had
beenaconscriptone and perhaps if the
body count of British soldicrs
Ireland had been much greater, such &

cumpasgn could ave built, Bt those

circumstances weie not and are nol
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likely to provail, desplte recent LRA
succosses, Thenofore it was and is
wrong Lo adopl o simieey buséd on
bundching 0 movement on o "Brong the
Bovs Home " semtiment, alihough siuch
Wosendiment could b w contmibulon
faceor:

The early ‘solidanty” movement
ity s rather L ohsessed at tines
wth prarading the purity ofiss stogans,
I'hé earlicst oncof the Insh Solidarity
Campaign - “Victory o the IRAS
dpain copying the Vicmam niode] of
"Wictory 1o the Viectcong' was used
ondy e priove hivw “resolulionary’
those advancing 11 were.

The “Troops Gl Mow ' suciessor
wits also based on the Vietnem model,
amud was specifically advanced ot the
time o tie aeowilha projected Tong
the Boys Himme' sentirment. And ver,
tow uften “Trodegs (hut Mow ™ wis
erectod as a barricr te the buiiding of a
mevement. Anyvong who did not apree
with it. evon to the extent of muldly
quallfving it or adding to ftcould find
herhimself denvuneed

Many of those on the Lir el cspe-
Cially vsed “Troops Oun Now' nol igs 4
euide 10 bpiiding & movement bul 5
a stick with wingh wy hem those who
i rat dggree wath it Which is ned 1
st thae demand in kel was wrong,
esprciaily when i wias linked (o Trish
selt-determnation.

Ceriainly, those movements, or

carmnpaigns o freland which did sue-
Fave dburing the 19705 and were hased
an alternative stogans - such as
pacifist campaigns for withdrgwal o
the “Bater Life for Al camiphign
achievedeven l25s than TOM i terms
of building a movemem or mobilising
public opimon. For, while Betjer Lale
Far All snmeted all sons of paper <up-
port. receiving 45 it did the supportof
thi THIC, i was hewyily bascd on the
political
denminator, which is never likely 1o

Ill'rki‘ﬁl (SRR
stimuliate the aetive Snthisism neces-
sary 1o build a movemenl.

I'hc deusth of Biwer Life For All
coineided with the birth of the Liabour
Committee on Ireland. The LCI's
maoal imporant achicvemenis in the
éarty and mid 19508 wene those wliach

A twenty year
balance sheet of
the current
struggle for
frefand's
liberatiorn is
positive. The
same cannot be
said of its
‘support
movement' within
Britain.
GEOFFREY
BELL examines
the history of Irish
soligarity and
outlines a
strategy for
building a
movement for
withdrawal which
avoids the ultra
left and sectarian
errors of the past.

]
“Unfortunately,

over the last
couple of
years, the LCI
leadership
has neglected
its
grass-roots

wﬂr Ll
Rt
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|
“It should

never be
forgotten
that in
building a
withdrawal
movement
we are
taking on
the material,
political,
and
strategic
interests of
British

imﬁeriaﬁsm .

B
“there are
parts of the
labour
movement
which
remain

virgin
territory for
Irish work™
e
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were based o supporn from withm the
raik andd Tite of the party

i 1982 an LCT resolution was
passed at the parly conference: the
first tand. as yeb, Jast) e this had
happened o n Insh eselution op-
posed by the party leadership since
P90, This sl was in some ways
mere siegmficnn than the conent of
the mesotution: o civil oghls vne in-
cluding the dermand for the end ol the
Diplock courts — which was thg
specific issue the pary leadeeship op-
el

The victory at the 984 conference
was due o gress-rouls campalgnmy of
the LE| hiat alsa o growth of the [
within the party — the Hennitc move-
imens — dpd the ellZEl of the 1981
hunmor stribcs of repablican prsoners
and the mass mahilisation and the
electpral support v produced in
lrefand. All this helped to Build o van-
setonsmess alout freland withm e
rank and file of the party which (he
LE and Libvar Woamen lor Trefand
[LWI hitve beesl ghile o utilise singe.

The twi nest speciicular succes-
it hive heett winmng (he regional
comlerenees of Greater Lomdon Labow
Pairty 1o withdeawil and (he nalanal
labour Womoen s eonference to
withdrawal and gppesition 1o the
Aqgeln-lrish Avcord, Such succesécs
lurced the: leadorship of the Labour
Iarty tosdopl o more radical approach
1 thie morth of Frelaml than e practised
when m govermmeril.

Unfortunlely, vver the last couplc
of wears, the LU |leadership has
neglected Tis grass [oats Work, cordn-
Iv m wrms ol challenging the party
leadership vn breeland. o faveur ol
ncgotinfing with sedtions 6 thal
leadership, albait more jonns sed-
lions

Whint has beenca reoent: posttive
development is the willingnass of the
LT sl e TOM (o work qogerher an
specific ventores, There has been 4
third wing trthis purtesshops the brish
i Rt Kepresentution Group, an
sryaigation formed uiihe tme of the
hunger strikes, which compaipns for
ihe rights of the Insh in Beaain wnd
which calls for Briirsh sithdrawal
froan Ireland

The birth wmld provwth of the 1BRG
i szomifreant. Tor i1 there s one 0
aradient o the withdrawal pvemen|
which has ned Been breatsd with the
seriousncss il s deserved 11 is the
Frish in Browin: Cnly ihe Ann-lnem
ment Loague (8L i the sarly 19704
prade pry sustaiied attempt o nyvalve
the Trigh o Bravdin. ad it 18 notewsn
thy that the higgest demonstaation
over the last 20 yowrs was onc callid
b the AL, built throwgh tours of
hulldine sitesin Lendon.

For this (here are hseorical proco
dents. There have becn mmamy msys-

ments and Gunpaipns convemed with
Ireband i this epuntry since the Irist
firsi wirie 1o Britgin m sigmifican
numbers-atter the Fammine: hut those
whitch have boen by Gir the ioesg suce
vesztnl - the campaign ariund thecall
fir the' release of ihy Feniun prisoners
in the 1870s, the losh Home Rile
Confzderstion ol Great Brisam/Trish
Nattonil Lengue in the Jate 1A708
carly FBB0s, the Trisk Self-Determinms-
tion League (1050 of 1919-3] —were
basedl either overwhelmingly or on-
tizely on the Irish community in
Britain. Fach mobilised anything up
jin TEMY, TR working ¢liess Irash am-
T rants,

It wiuld be sillv to driw o exact
Tastomical paratieland sy i1 1s possible
ter buidd replicn of the ISDL wday, b
hoth history pnd commem sense sug-
gests it a powerlul, uantitatively im
pressive movemen! an British
withdraswal i to built dn Britan then
the Irich in Rrkan wall be & maor
component of it Thas is 4l the mon
obwvious geven the prowih of Insh um-
migration intn Beitain in the list e
vours, anid a projected further growih
of 500, 000 by 1he 2nd of the century

Whill ¢hse gan be said about the fu-
turre shipe of such & miceemen? The
sigpesses Hiat have been wehieved
within the [abenr Pamy underhine (e
cxslenice ol widespread sympathy
g the rank and [T Ter British
wittulrawal from Irelund, That hus vet
(obe ulitised 1ooas full potéennal

Al ihere are other puris of the
labrwr rovemenl which remain i
gin teptnny tor Insh woek, For ex
armple; the annond conlerenie of the
Assncranon of Cinemutegraphic
Felevision and AlHed Techniciams,
(AL recenily plssedu Troops Dt
Sow resolution, Althoaelimdividisiis
within that emon have done work on
the Trsh vesue e possmez of this
resclutiom with unekpected and was
nut really worked for

There have heen auccesses inuther
fmportantly m the Na-
trinal Union of Minoworkers, the Na-
tional Ulnieae of Ratlwasmen and the
Nitiooad Llpon of Stedenss, and m
inther sections of the Labour Purly; the
example o the woimen's conférenue
Has ilresdy beencited and to that van
b wdted Black Sections wluch have
ilways e the past BeTn verh sym-
'|'\:|I|‘|I.'I'||.'.

Toiall of these can by added
socrisl prgamasations outside the
Lubisr Party. The SWI and the
Rovolutionary Comimunist Party
(RACPY have principled posttions on
Eredunek, and the RO aiso has & record
il sl v ity Wile many Irish adlivists
are, quite righily, errtical of whi they
st ain the sectarianism of (heye or-
gynrsalions, gf would be mmswienmg
seciarianism with sectariamsm mw
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write Ao of | ol tey and exclode
them from ¢ wilkidrawal movement.

Whiat all this srguesas, that as well
as sectivmy ol e Irisheommumly. the
other great nuscle of o strong
withidrawul movemant of the Toone
will be Tocated within the labour and
socialist movement, As lar as the
Labowr Party 15 congernsd it s
prabiahly possiblo teoge furder fan
that and suggest thal 10 will be the et
wing of th Labour Party which will
He the most frutlud Lor Irish waork.

Recontly. for example; ithis been
the 'Hepnite" wing ol the party which
has boen the most ecoptive o the
issuc of Irglomd. That can be von-
tragtod with the mudt sefar jeft/Kin-
nockite Laboyr Co-Ciedinating Com-
mities wlicl (ecently substantially
overiuried s previous position ol
wallimg Herwathdrawal

Any worthwhile mass withdoowal
o ermEnt must always seeh to-bulid
hevond ts traditional recruiting
grunds of the insh und the e lt. There
has heen some succsss o mvlving
the leadership of the Young Linerals
Muore aptention showld be paiad o the
Welah and Scotiish nationalfists: the
Ciresns and vanows seitions ol the
hlack and women s ywements, but
there s mo materal eviclence tor sus
gestthatany of these, enlber s2paraic
Iy o combined huve (he peiential thir
th Irtsh commmunaty and laboermove-
et have for hailifme a withdrawal
MovETeTl,

Accordingty, 11 e safe 1o spg-
zeat that the apajonty of o fuure
withdrawil mevsrmentand ity leadoer-
ship, will come Trom thessaress: For
it should never be lforgotten that m
burhibmyge wowitlidrawal movement we
fre Uiking on the maerial. pelineal
pmel wimetegic mierests of Briesh om-
purritbvern and sts establishment

Phis I why the vist mapirits ol
thissz within that cstablishmenl. in-
clcling ts members and servimis
willim the Labout Pamy leadership
wind the [abeur urcaue ey, willnever
pivé such ameventent thi e olilay

Sl that, =0 retwrn 1o the question
of “nbjective difticuitics’, s why the
miwvernant bas boen s dithicult
hizild: Bur it abso whi socinliskyneed
ey take such a rask a good depl moree

seriondaly than miost Bave done syver
1Tie AL TWETLY yours

Both Geofirey Bell and
Michael Farrell are
contributors to an

important new book on

Ireland Twenty years on,

published this October

by Brandon at £4.95.



* Soviet Union *x

GORBACHEV’S

GAMBLE

What attitude should marxists take to the radical changes taking place in the
Soviet Union? PHIL HEARSE offers some answers.

The emergence of a reforming wing of the Soviet
bureaucracy, personilied by Mikhail Gorbachey is one
af the major events in world history since World War
Two,

The stabes invalved in the process which has been unleashed
are enormous - for the Russian workers, for the Soviet
bureaucracy and for world politics. i fallows that the lefi has a
responaiblliy o iry o come w grips with what Is going on, study
events and esehew simplistic amd partial explanations.

While norengaging inunreason- g
ing condemnation. we also have o
avold cheap "Corbymuma”, which
18 sweeping sections of the left

It is universally recosnised that
the Crorhuchey projec) — perestrnky
anid glusniost - is 4 Tesponse 1o the
arowing crizsis of Soviel society:
more precisely Lo the ceonpmic,
politicel and cultural stagnation
which his heen more and mre ob-
vious throughout the late 19705 and
early 19805, What 15 the basiccause
ool this crisis?

Th ceonomic crisis 15 4 Crists ol
the system of Mwireaucratic cential
Mlannine, compounded by g
budsetury ensis of the s mag
mitude. Eeonomie growth rites have
boeen declining, and the waste and
inefficiency which this lumbering
system gives rise to have hecomie grippling. While the system
evolved under Stalin and Khruschev hos gouranteed guantitative
growih i heavy industry and the production of raw materiulds (in
which the Soviet Union s especially nich) it hus been unable 10
produce the innovative dynamism to maintain high growth rates
and reguluriyto upgrade the gualiy of production. Trotsky in
The Revolution Betrayed pointed out thal burgaucratic rule in
evitably privduces economic inefficiency and inerta, and in-
evitably poor guality of production.

The Soviet crisis has bren intensified by twi Tuctors, First,
the United States has sel out to deliberatcly financially erippple
the Soviets through the arms race. The Soviet Union has devoted
a much higher percentage ol its GLOP w defence thun does the
UiSA
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Second, the massive state subsidies on hasic goods anid ser-
vices — housing, runspore, foml and so on — have also created a
huyge financial and budgerary burden: The later was directly the
product of the reforms of rthe Khruschev era. which auned at
securing dt least the grudgimg seguicseenee of core sectors of the
Soviet working class, through i combination of politicil repres-
sion and provision of cheap basic necessities

Of course. the fact that the basics of life were provided cheap
ly did not make the burcancrate regime after Khruschey ~pro-
worker” — far from it These con-
cessions made to the working
class on the cconomic front were
arecognition of the enormous so-
cial weight of the Soviet working
class, and were parl of o strategy
designed W sccure the continued
rule of the burgauctacy, by wrying
10 avoid major oulbursts ol work-
ing cluss discontent, Nonetheless,
the living standirds of the Sovier
workers remained far behind
Lose in the west.

Garbachev and the ruling
wing -of the political elite have
now decided woamake a break with
the system as it evolved under
Khruschey and Brezhnev, al-
though they are divided on the
speed and extent ol the reforms.
Their basic proposals are:
= Toatiempt a re-engagement of the Soviel economy wilh the
world capitalist ceonomy, i an attempt to develop trude, and Lo
obtaun advanced rechnology @nd economic assistance, on much
better erms, This involves myving to obtain a new world-wide
political arrangement with the capitalist west, 8 drastic shill in
foreign policy.

*  Perestroika — ceonomie restructuring, This enviseges the
utilisation of market relations much more widely; the ending of
job security and cheup basic goods for the working class; an at-
temipl Lo dssess the ellivieney of enterprisies through *profit and
loss™ accounting: the establishment of o private sector of small
and medium-sized businesses: the removal of asection of the ud-
mintsrative bureuucracy, although not of the polineal
bureaueraey. Overall these proposals are simed ot shaking up
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economic lethargy and the worst excesses of administrative in-
efficiency.

» Glasnost - the introduction of a limited political liberalisation,
inside the party and outside, allowing more communicition in
snciety at large, and a degree — although strictly limited — of
public political debate and argument. This also includes elections
for some posts inside the party and state upparatus, and a imited
term of office for sume state officials,

Where Gorbachevs projout hus not creared just mindless en-
thusizsm on the left, it has often gencruted perplexity. Is not
Gorbuchey s economic policy basically about the virtues of the
miarket? And is not his foreign policy about mare compromises
with the imperialists? But then again. aren’t his democratic
reforms essentially progressive? How does all this fit together?

Before answering these questions, we should ponder exactly
why Gorbachev and the team around him have introduced this
particular combination of policies m the way they have. In our
view the cxplanation is essennally the following,

First, Gorbachev's international policy, aimed ai creanng u
new regime of international peaceful co-existence is premised
on the idea that the only way o reverse the relationship of for-
ces with imperialism on the political, mililary and economic
fronts, is world-wide compromise — a niew modus vivend! with
imperialism. From the viewpoint of the bureaucruscy this is quite
lirical: the only alternative would be to link themselves to broad
currents in the inermational working class on the
basis of anti-capitaliststrogele. But after decades
ol stalinism there is not the basis of support and
enthusizsm [or the Soviet Union m the westermn
working cluss; neither is the Sovier bureancracy
— which itself rests on containing the power vl
the Soviet working class — prepared 1o tie irs fate
to that of class strugele inrernationally, for ob-
vious reasons.

Second, the introduction of perestroika and
plasnost in one move, Tinking one to the other, s
very significant. In other East European

“World-wide
peaceful class.
co-existence is
certainly not
socialist
internationalism. ..
in some ways it is

tothose of the internunonal working class, itmay insome instan-
ces collide with those of imperiahsm. For example, it 1s far from
certain that the Soviet Union is propared o give up all its military
ourposts and interests warldwide without very considerable con-
cessions, Wherens they are quute capable of selling out the strug-
gl in Angola or Nlcaragus, therne is no guatantes that they will
dor so,

A far as the cconomic reform s concerned, revelutionary
socialists should note two things, First, of course Guorbachev?s
advisors do ldentify real and wrgent problems — the ensis of
bureaucratically centralised planning, But thetr solutions are not
pro-working class, soctalist solutions, The sovialistanswer is the
democratisation of the planning process, the unleashing of the
crealive power of the masses, popular sovergignty over hasic
ceonomic decisions — if vou Hke, 4 national regime of workers’
comirol.

Gorbachev’'s propusals are far from that, They arc i relorm
uf bureaucratic planning, which introduces some medsures. 1o
vod its over-centralisaton, but above all introduces short &nd
medium-termeausterity for the working class. The implicit deal
{5 thar then ecomomic rationalisation will create better ceonomic
conditions for the workers at some point 1 the furore. Right now
workers have o accept austenty. There i a good deal of con-
scious hvpocrisy in the Gorbachevites crusade against the
‘bureaucrats’. Lower rank administrators may have o change
jobs and be downgraded: but the bursaueratic
political elite will be untouckied. The people who
suffer the real sacrifices will he the working

ITowever much weteject perestroika ds areal
solution o the problems of bureaucratic plan-
ning, we should also note however itis not in any
way whatsoever a restoration of capitalism, or
going in the direction of restonng capitalism,
Even the most extreme Gorbachevite economic
theorists are talking abouot a murketisation of
economic telations within the framework of the

countries economic reforms have been tricd the direct opposite” plan: that is 1o say, within the framework of a
without simultanepusly making concessions o state-owned, planned. economy cven il it has a

the working class, the intelligentsia and the tech-

nocrats on the fromt of democtatic reforms, Gorbachey hopes 1o
consolidate a social bloc which identifies his whole projeel with
democratisation and supports it for that reason — despile Lhe
ecomomic sacrifices which the working class is called wpon 1o
make. In addirion, Gorbichev’s advisors have commectly iden-
tified the crucial linkage between economic efficiency. tech-
nological dyoamism and the free Tow of information, Tt 1s 1im-
possible to have much scientific and techmical dynamism in a
country where most scienlists are profibited access to
photocopiers lor security reasons.

What, then should be the attitude of revolulionary socialists
to the Gorhachey reformy, o peresmonka and glasnost?

First, we should not go along with the basic thrust of Soviat
foreign policy, even if it does put the cold war factions of the US
government on the defensive, and show them much more ob-
vinusly as the aggressors. It may be that there are aspects of the
new Sgviet forcign policy which lead (o outcomes we can sup-
port — the INF.deal for example. and perhaps other arms reduc-
tion deals.

Yer world-wide peaceful co-caistence 15 certainly not
socialist intermationalism, championing of the oppressed or the
miemational working class: In some ways itis the direct opposite
_ an even mote narrow following of the state interests of the
Soviet burcauctacy,

However, precisely because the new policy is hased on a
rigorous definition of Soviet bureaucratic interests, as opposed
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smallish and subordinate privite sector within i,
It is ludicrots o suggest , as dosome extreme stalinists, that Gor-
bachev is faking the ‘capitalist road”. Ir is mie. however. thal
perestroika will deepen existing inequalines between workers
and bureaucrats and among workers themselves.

*Glasnost” — political lberalisanon — should not simply be
rejected by secialists as a ‘fraud’. It is true that a real
dempcratisarion, which gives savergien power 1o the popular
masses, s nol what Gorbichey has in mind. Nonetheless polin-
cal lberalisation and more official telerance. however wir-
cumseribed, will give the masses the opporiunity W overcome
the long-term de-politicisation created by long decades of
Stalinism,

Socialises always give critical support 1o democratic reforms
whichallow the working class, the popular masses und the politi-
cal left more space w formulate and articulate their demands.
The obyvious paraltelis politeal liberalisatton under authontarian
capitalist regimes, which is never simply rejected by soclalists.
We support more democratie rights — but with one prowviso: we
thik the democratisution process should go all the way.

Crorhachey's proposals for perestroika and glasnoest have
opened up the mosl important political forment in the Soviet
Unien since 1956, This hay laken several forms,

e The reawakemng of the aruggle of oppressed nationalitics,
especially thut of the Armenian minority in Aserbaijan and in the
Baltic states,
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* The beginning of 4 political polarisation imside the working
class ovier the guestion of the economic reforms,

= A struggle inside the party and the bureancracy aver the remp
and cxtent of the reforms — including the Polithure and the
Secretariat.

s The emergence of independent political clubs, including a
lederation of socialist clubs which held it first conference last
Movember with 6 people sttending.

There 1 no doubt that a substantial section of the working
class sees the perestroika reforms us 4 threat 1o their interests,
and they are right about thar. On the other hand, 11 scems that
there dre sections of industria] workers who are enthused by the
Gorbachey priject. For example, many workers, including I:'l:lJ‘I}(
members, supporied Boris Yeltsin when he was sacked as Mos-
cow party chief forattacking bureavcratic privileges,

Alter the 19th conlerence, 4 demonstration of more than

Omn the other hand., Boris Yeltsin, who advocated an attack
on bureaucratic privilege as such — {ur which he was sacked —
represents a reform current within the he bureaucracy which
seems radical compared with Gorbachey — and certainly com-
pared with Ligachev. The Yeltsin people seem to have links with
some in the socialist clubs

The soeialist clubs themselves are a quite remarkable polii-
cal development The political onentation of key (igures hke
Boris Kagarlitsky can be seen from the demonstration they held
in Pushkin Syuare on the eve of the 19th Congress, Called by the
*Organising Comrmattee for o Popular Fronr'd!) the rally was held
under red flags — and poriraits of Mikhail Gorbaches! Tt
demanded ‘All power to the Soviers” — bur democratically
clected, real Soviers. And it demanded that perestroika be
speeded up,

These contradictory positions reveal much about the presant

[OEL000 people was held in
Kaliningrad 1o supporr glas-
nost and peresiroika. This was
niot simply an “oflfeial’
demmmstration, althoogh party
members participated. So did
supporters of the sacialist clubs
and thousands ol ordinary
workers,

It would perhaps be cotrect
to-say that there is a batle
poang oo for the hearts and
minds of the waorking ¢lass,
with the Gorbachvites appeal-
ing 1o the possibility of long-
term democrdlisabion and o
‘henter life', while conserva-
live opponeuts appeal o the
workers' justilied sense of
their reul, shorl term, muterial
interests,

The mational guestion 1s &n
exnplostve: sue in the Soviel
[Imion begause stalinism: oo
under foot s0  many
nationdlities and national
rrhls, Anyv political iheralisg
tion is almost certiin to throw |

viewpoint of the clubs. They
are for socialist democracy and
renewal, and are utilising the
opportumtics provided by glas-
nost o advance their demands.
They see the Ligachey people
as their biggest enemies in the
short-term, and they are
prohably righr about that, £
damong people like thase in e
socialist clubs that the nuclens
wf a real democraric socialist
apposition can be buili.

Will the Gorhachev project
spcceed? Partly this depends on
what happens internationally.
Gorbachev has placed 4 lot on
the mmpenalists doing o ‘good’
deal und heing prepared o
come op with the technology,
trade and bunk loans. If they
disn"t he will be in some
trouble. Bur in any case, Gor-
bachev has placed an awlul ol
on his ovan thetonc being true —
and 11 almost cenainly 1sn'e
Foonomic reforms, involyving
| limnited marketisation, have

up new pational demands and mey ements: in certgin inslances —
lur example the Ukraine — national demiands could be an ympar-
tunt axiy of palineal revolution.

IMowever the basic programumatic position of revelutionary
socialisty wy national demands should be support For the right of
national self-determination, but not decessarily for national
separation. Separation should be a vrghi if the majonty want g,
hut 15 nol necessarly & pohiey which sociahsis advocate: In
gepcral our position should be for warional righess within a
seeialist federation — a real unmon of Soviet republics!

The disputes inside the burcaueratic chiwe are difficult 1o read
precisely becuuse we hiave solittle to goon in rerms of hard facts.
The statements of the protagnonists are often coded and am-
biguous, Nontheless, it is clear that a hig majority of the
burcaucratic palitical elite staunchly supports relorm —although
many burcauerats at lower level, who risk losing their jobs and
privileges, probably do net. But Gorbuchey's “number twao’,
Ligachev, who chairs the meetings of the Politburo. is clearly un-
happy about too much democracy and too much economic
reform. While not exactly ' Brechnevite®, Ligachey certainly rep-
resents g laction which could challenge Gorbachew ifhe was seen
tor be failing.
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been tried in ather Eastern Luropean countries, without notable
suceess, Gorbachey is going for simultaneous restructuring and
large economic growth, and it is doubiful if he will get both.
Those workers whe support Gorbachey will be very disap-
pointed if they make ceonomic sacrifices and relatively linle
comes their way in terms of demoeracy and higher living stand
arids. But Gorbachey has a more immediate problem wilh s
working class. He won a cheap victory at the 19th mnft'
because the Ligachey people rolled with the punches — 3 m” be
thelr rime. 1 this lan-
But lower diwn the apparatus, there are thousands yyele 166
burcsucrats who want to disrupt reform, and there ane »
of party members who want 1o do the same, Gorbasolidanty are
really tomoehbilise the workers in an active fight to defill sce Peru in
servalives if he is to push his reforms through, Thereed intoanother
To call on the workers to Impose peresiroika
AEAINSt Comserviitive hurcaucrats could lead to a stet)agles oon-
ol working class ferment which would ourflank L:’f.’: azncrl!_dm::‘
develop inta a struggle for real democtacy. Gor' ‘ers. have been on
ing a tightrope between the conscrvative sel|
::!.;TLJHLT.JL\ and the working class. T won't takeal Angust 1988,
all off

th.L
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The

Case
For Leon
Trotsky

IN SPITE of the slow progress of glas-
nost and perestroika in the Soviet
Union, much light has been shed on
some of the murkicst corners of Soviel
history. The monstrous crimes of Stalin
are no longer ‘counter-revolulionary
purhage® purveyed by the Trotskyists,
but on the contrary verifiable facts.
One uller-another the musdered victms of
Stalin’s show wials in the 1930s are bemng
rehablitiated — Bukharin, Zinoviev, Kameney,
Rakovsky, Pyatakov and others whose numes
hetame world famous as leaders ol the October
revolunion. 1t 15 now officially recogmised that
{hese Bolsheviks were not guilty of the hamous
crimes for which they wer: convicied and ex
ecuted on Stalin's unders
Hut one name 1y stll, wolfiemlly, beyond the
pitle — Leon Trowsky, fopnder ol the Red Army,
first Soviel Foreige Comimissar and the prm-
cipil opponent of Stakin unn] murdered i R0
Fromea togiealpoant of view, of course. this just
docs not make sense. The cimnecting link in the
three muajor Moscow trials was Leon Trotsky
AT the mecused claimad in their abject Torved
confessions W be carmying outtheir treachery in
wrsoeiton with and under direct orders frim
Lot Trosky and his son, Leon Sedov.
Pyiotokov tobd the court of his seorel Might
i g mieet Trotsky  a claim which was -
Tehately disproved by the Nopwogian paper
s, which reporied thar no civil alriinet
nded at Osio mrpor m the month of
USwar 935 In fact no aircrafl o all used
Foreign fn hetween Seprember 1925 amd May
governmi
vioushy.as confesscd” to huvang received
new Soyieiens from Trotwky, all of them
port — the |Mhich had autlined his plans and
tion deals. dirzctives. Rakovsky confessod
v o 1926 Trotsky had qwold faom that
et wotle; ; i :
3l I for the Brtsh inielhgence ser
socialisl e =

international We., . qrck. Trotsky was the
— A0 eVeN MilNGay) yrils, the spider whia spun
Soviel bureaticyet ol ploits andl inirigues: the

However, ik leasders oniral, Lesin’s com:
rigarons defin

to the
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THElEs-11-2 TR,
were imply
Trotsky s
willing tools
all plofting to
deastroy the
revalution
which  hul
beco  thirr
lives™ work
Why then
hus Trogsky not been rehabilitated” Why 1=t
thut despite the de-Stafinisafion campaign
which was hegun teniatively hy Khrischev and
ts mow béng carmzd through much more

“the party could only
be saved from
bureaucratic
degeneration and
preserved as a
revolutionary factor by
a vigorous democracy
within the party.”

thirroughily by Gaorbachey . Stalln™s most con-
sistend opponent, Leon Trofsky, remains a
political partah e the eyes ol the Soviet
hurciocrscy 7

Trotsky s opposition to Sgalin was on 4
yualitatively higher plane than that of most of
the avcmsed who Inem vome o tme: opposed
aspects of Salin's policies, Protsky attacked
fhe verv hasis of Stalin’s domination — the
rowing bursaucratisation of the pary and state
T e,

I 1923 he winte s scrics of anicles m Prav-
dix, later published as The New Coyrse, In these
e called o the rank and file of the party 1o rely
on their own understanding and coursge. The
voung should cease (o reganl the quthority. of
the Old Guard as absolute: the parly coubil only

e saved from burcencrdbe degerrraiion and
preserved as a revolutionary {atler by @
vigorows demoeracy within the party, 11 was
time to free the pany foom the lyrinny of the

machine: to replace the “mummified
Peregucrats’ with fresh elements: amd most im-
prartant of all o emaove from their pisls those
who, at the first word of ¢nticisen, wislded thei
whips. It was mperative furibe New Course o
begin by making cyvervone feel thit Inim oo
on nobody will terronse thie party

Fromm thal dote-on, waatil Dis death, Trotsky
contirued weassal o pmdy Slin bucthe whole
hurenucTalic nuriired
stalimismre Amd this is the ergimal sin for which
the raling hureanéracy in the Soviet Unionwill

mavhine which

Freach ir berrdd vy Towizive

But s Ernest Mande] has painizd ol it was
Tristsky, Sedov and the el Opposition whio by
thesr Fighi ngainst Sialingsm ‘saved the honour
ol commumistn.., wssured (s continwicy
Thanks to them, no one o say 1hat com-
mnnism leads ineviably w Sthmsan, Becase
Stukin's Merees] gnd mwost irrecondilable adver-
spry. the one b considersd lus mumber one
cnemy wars The dommumist Teon Tootsky (fn-
fermariondt Viewpaoinr o 143)

That is why we must continee the tight to
¢ lemrad] the vactims ol 1he Muosenw Trials of the
crimmam] cheirges, and First of all Leon Trotsky.
A Muandel putsats Sthis bl s s essentially
aboul the past. truth. honoar and justics. .. the
frght s over the crucial principles for
straighiening ont the present situation of the
USSE wml the wirdd workers movement, the
principles indispensable for the cmancipstion
of eheworkers”

Charlie van CGeldren
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A Report from Peru by
HUGO BELANCO
The social crisis has intensified in Pern
in recent weeks, Inflation will hit 400 %
by the end of the year. There has been a
two-day general strike against the
government.,

Presiden! Garcia has spoken about the need
for towgher repressive measures, and the lawyer
defending (he second-in-command of the
Senders Lurminoso (Shimme Path’y guermilias
has heen assassinated.

Initially the Ciarcia governmeni did have
some success inholding down inflation which
had heen spiralling oot of control m the last
months of the previous Belaunde government.
But it could not maingain thi< control, and now
its record is as bad as any. with inflation
rocketting upwards.

With this [all in living stsndurds it is ool
surprising that the peneral stnike, calied on
July 19-20bv many tradc union federations,
wis i siecess. July 191s aspecial date in the
cafendar of the Peruvian people because i1
wis om July 19 1977 that messive illemal
strikes put an end o the Bermuodes malitary
dictatorship and opered (e present penid
of relative democracy.

That heroic strike Kicked our a govern-
ment which had wanted o stay ar the helm
fior another ten years. It fed (o the constituent
assombly, free clections, the end of special
military powers and curfew laws. and the
returm of political exiles like mysalt.

Sothere was aconscious reference to this
inspinng memory i the date chosen for this
wieur s gemeral stmke. Ivwas called by the
CGTP (Confederation of Peruvian
Workers ) the main tride union confedersnon.
and the ANP (1he People’™s Nationa] Assemb-
Ivk: The Tatter bomizs together ma coordinamig
bady the main pessan) orgamisation (he CCP
(Peasunt Conferderation ol Perul SUTTTEP (the
united teachers” trade uniong, CTTE{ public see-
tor workersl; FER (the bank workers); FEP
(students); the streel vendors' association (his
% am ever-growing Yeclor in | country where
uremployed penple receive no stale henelis)
the pusar barrio or neighbourbood associnions
(also ncreasing e numbery; and negeleled
regivns of the countey suffering from Peru's
super-centrilism.

Other forves could not avord falling in with
the strike, such as the CTP (the trade union von-
federation linked to APRA, the populist pany
now in poversmeant) and the private owner bus
drivers who are partof the public tran SO SYS
tem. Their pro-govemment leaderships lefr it
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Peru

General strike, repression and death

squads

apen o members o decide whether togo along
with the strike

The Iwo-day stoppage was 4 spccess
throughoul Peru o spite of a huge government
and fght wing campaign and despite govern-
menl financial mdscements to those whi hroke
the strike.

Each year the Presuden) gives a sort of stalc
of the union” spesch on July 28, which is Na-
tiomal Independence Duy in Peru - the bigoest
natonai holidav.

There were great expectations this year, be-
causc last year President garcin dropped @
polincal bombshell with his decres nationatis-
i thie hunks. s measure which shook the whale
counicy,

The mest mmportsant capitalists broke with
thi government and the far right revitalised it
self under the leadership of the Tamous writer

| MarioVarpas Llosa. These sectors managed (o

Garcia: privatisation amd rapranlonl

developsuch acampalgn againstthe decree thae
the povernment was “forced " to back down: the
substance of the natonalisation has been towl-
v purted and the major consequence has only
peen the resurgence of the far right

So this yoar both the capitalists and the far
right organised an imense campaign in the
weeks running oy o the kevnote address wam-
ing the governmen! against any "nasry’
AUIPrises.

The country's business leaders listened to
this: year's 1elevised spaech In the CONFIEP
tequivatent of CR1 offices. They all streamed
out afterwards beaming approval, and the far
riaht also applauded

I'he main point of the speech had been to
offer more legislation against “subversion’. N
only would taking part in lerronst aces be
purished, bul alse being b member of o
“subversive” organisation. The police practice
of planting arms in the homes: of accused per-

sons will now by condoned by the Liw as 'prool”
against the sccused

Garcia’s speech wenl on o look at the
Peruvian Institute of Social Security (1PS5)—a
state body financed by the contributions of
working people, which is supposed o provide
finanve lor medical treatment and retirement.
Riddled by cormuption, it is in crisis. The
remedy advanced by Garcia is not the reor
ganisalion of a proper taxation and benefit sys.
Lean, but the progressive privatisation of this
SEryice!

Privatisation will alse be extended 1o more
puhlicly-owned industries and seovices thal
have been bankrupred Iy APRA cormuption
similar to that in the PS5, The bosses certain-
Iy had something to be jubilan aboot,

Afow weeks ago, the second mast frmporan
Teadrof the Sendero Lumingso. Osman Maoroge,
was gapiured, He has to face five separate char-

yes, One onc of these he was found in-

novent He s still in prison, but the innocent
verdict on even one charge was oo much

for the ulirg-nght, which cricd “scandal’ i

the mass medin socusing the mbunal of

cowardive, and claiming there was

“immuaity” for the semderivtas
g The President jomed m the nghl wing
& choros, and his highlighting of mepressive
& measures in his speeih wis in parl @ product
of this.

Morote's lawwver wis Manuel Febres, a
distinpuished professional: he was assas-
& sinated jusi hours belore the Presidentizl
F speech. A few hours after he left home. his

SAIETUON

‘ﬁﬁ # body was found in a guiet street; there wers

sy of torture.

It appears the far right and sectors of
APRA arc already beginning to tin to death
sguad methods used in Central America. It

iv probuble that this group Is made up of
policemen operating {llepally hut with offical
pruteiion,

The death squads’ communigue stated that
“for each mayor, soldicr or policeman assas-
sinated, i leader of Sendero Luminoso or of the
proups:. that protect or support them will be
killed,” We know only too well that this lan-
pwage from the Bar nght means the whole Ief
wing movement iE threatened.

1T ihe conmiry and internatienalsolidanty are
nat moknlised in me; then we will 2e2 Pern in
fse reot 1o elistamt future converiad into another
Argenting under the generals:

Yerat the same time workers' strugiles con-
finue: the miners ate marching on Lima
demanding wage increases and an end fo
repression, while bank workers have been on
strikesince Aupust 1.

Awugust [958,
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A permanent point
of controversy

The theory of Permanent Revolution is
much mere than just a theory. i is a
bedrock of the marxist programme and
strategy for revalulion in most of Lhe
underdeveloped countries today. N
began as Trotsky's attempt to develop
beyand the carly writings of Marx and
Engels, and come o terms with Lhe
changes brought about by the rise of
imperialism. A few of the keyv ideas
clashed with traditional ‘orthodox
marxism’, and were only conflirmed in
the heat of the Russian Revolution of
1917,

The theory remasnei] highly comirover-
sial, as Trotsky continued 1o develop it in
the light of experiences of the Chinese
revilufionary struggles of the 19205 and
P930k. Tven oday it remains a tlashpoint
of polincal conflict between trotskyism
angd stalinizt currents 1o the living revolu-
tiomary struggles of Centrnd America,
Africa and Asix

Tronsky s theory was based oo the *law
of commined and uneven development”,
Orihedoy markism held that all countnes
wiuld underge the same pattérn of
development as the advanced on2s,
Trotsky challenged this moion,

Feomarmically “hackward ' countrics, he
argued, were not only unegual, but
developing in @ combined way wlongside
miare advanced coonomies, This meant
they could appropriate, or have mposed
o them, sdvanced formes of technology
and economic production witliout the in-
termediate stages of development which
thie first capitalist countries had gone
through. Backwandness and the most ad-
vanced productive wechrmology would be com-
bined m a vanety ol new spcial formalions.
Early twenteth contury Crarist Bussin was o
classic cose. Huge faciories and advanced in-
dustry mmposed by Furopean finance capizal
{under whose control they remained | coexisted
with & feudal stale apparatus and agriculiure

He then went on to assess whiat this “com-
bined and unéven' development meant for the
prospeets for revolution,

A impenalism spread, it pulled country
after couniry mto the world capizalist market -
countries which had not undergone the type oF
bourgeois revolulions that had swept away old
feaudal regimes amd opened the door 10
capitalist developrnent as had happened in
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Bratan, Holland amd France. Trolshy recop-
masedd it evenat the underdeveloped countries
weme 1 have bourgeois revolutions it was im-
possitile for them tooenter the market as cqual
competitars.. Their small, weak pationil
capitalistolasses were toally subordinate vo the
hankers. politicians and mlitary forces of the
impersiist powers. Thev could menely struggle
for a shighiy larger shoe of the caks, and this
oily throwgh allianees with their pessint mas-
scas and the nsing working classes. The
‘Backwarl’ vouninies were developing
Lamitalisl ecomarmes, bul the lasks o the bowr-
geos revolution still bl o be carmisd our.

‘hr‘s wase::ife ea r

was expressed by the very

designation of the revolution as

‘permanent’, that is an

uninterrupted one, a revolution

passing over directly from the
bourgeois stage into the socialist.
To express the same idea Lenin

later used the excellent
expression of the bourgeois

revolution growing over into the

socialist.”

Leon Trotsky, Introduction to Permanent

Revolution

Bourgeois revolution is @ progess of throw-
ing off feudal restrictions which mvolves the
key tsks of patonal liberation, democracy and
sgrarian relomm, In pructice this mesns wanifed
national markel, with national sovercigniy over
imperialist controlied industnies: & nationa! as-
sembly elecied by universal sullrage, allowing
political pluralism with the nght W form imle-
pendent parties and frades umions; wnd the
breaking up of the huge cstates of the hig land
pwnerd, distributing land by the pessaniny, and
enalling the unfettered capitalist development
of agriculjure,

Whilz the bourgoois revalution cleans the
way for cupituhist developmens, ir also creates
impertant opemings for the working class W oe-
ganige itsell 1o press is own Independent

demaids. But the question renmained — who
should carey owt these tasks and toowhat cnd?
Some. like the Russian Mensheviks, argucd
that it the revolution was o be 1 hourgceis one
men namrally the bourgeoisie should lead 1
I'he workers should at best play 4 supporting
rule until such me n the indefmite futime when
capitalism bad cxpanded the ranks of the work-
myr clasy and created conditions for the next
staee’ m the revolotion — the Nghl lor
suctafism, The Rolshevaks, and alongside them
Trotsky, maintaimed that the inahility of the ma-
trpmul bowrgemsie o free el from im-

| perabism and Cransm maide this ampossihle

Instead, the workers would have 1o ally
themselves with the peasantry o make
this hourpecis revolution. In o couniry
like  Russia the peasants had the most m
gain by throwing off the chains of
feodalism. But the guestion-about who
would lead this bourgeois revolution
rematned unanswerad:

I'he Bolsheviks led by Lenin stll ar
aued right up to April 1917 that the pur
poseof suchabourgenis) revolution was
to break free of mpenalist dominaton
and to hemld the unmestrained develop-
ment of capitalism. especially in the field
of apricuhure. They weren't sure which
class - the workers or the pegsants -woold
play the leading role and have the
govermmentil majority. Therelore, they
lcfttheir governmental slogan deliberute-
Iy wingue o s Question.

Trotsky's novel idea was as follows,

First, Trotsky recognised that unfet
tered capitalist development could only
come about If the economically tack
ward countries had -access o world
markets as cqual competitors. But, as
stated earlier. the advent of imporialism had
closed the age of market capitalism on a world
scale and made thes impossible. The imperiadist
powers wore locked in a struggle for coonomic
territory which onded 1o the camage of wo
waorld wars: Thev would not allow 4 non-im
perialist country to assume an imperiulist tole
The capitilism that had been vialently impased
o the rest of the worlld wis 10 be 4 subondinae
one. Limits on this fundamenta] condition for
the bourgeots revolution, then, in the develop
ing couniries: hid nlrepcdy been sél

Second. he argued that the working class
would have to play. the leading ol in the
wirker-peasant alliunce and the revelutionany
EOVETTITICTL
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I'rotsky's conclusions
were based on the view that
the cormimg of capitalism had
brought with it the firal
dorminution of the town over
the countryside, The
peasantry was incupahle of
pursuing an ndependent
political course, unless 1o
take human development
Buckwards. Socictics in
which cvenis on the land
dominated sovial Life wers
thing ol the past, The working
class world have w take the
leadership ol the worker-
preisant allancehecauss ol s
decisive social drd political
weight. regardiess of jis size
comparegd to the peasantry

Bul alter agreeing with
Lenin that enly such a gaovernment would
genuinely carry through the bourgois revole-
ticen, he tonk acrocia step further

I'hevery act of implementing the sk ol the
ouraenis revolaticen would Inally: undenmine
the bourpeoisie itseif. Mol omby woukd sm-
perialismy be affected, but also the national
bourgeoisie would be threatened oo, especial-
Iy if their land holdings were broken up and dis-
tributed to the peasants. T'he hoursecisiz

would thon be forced to resist its own _
“The permanent revolution, in the

sense which Marx attached to this
concept, means a revolution
which makes no compromise with
any single form of class rule,

revalution with all is power, { To thisday.
there 1 nol 4 bourgcoid reeime in the
white of thi: Therd World that heads a
viuniry where ]l three major tasks of the
bowrgenis revolulion — democrEcy, 0@-
tievnal Tibermtwn anid Land rolom — have
beem gemminely carmigd our, )

I 1he working wliss wiene to pursuc its
Chass inerests 10 wolld Bdve to omibark on
the course ol soctalist revoelution by
hriuking thi scunomil power of the bowr-
oepisie. Thecompletion of the ks ol 1he
Fowrgeeis revalution would (Berefore
tuke pluce simuolioeousty with the begin
e ol the sowralist resvalotion. Thene
wollld e o pop helween frae] “siages’
mstead the revolution, by e soceessful,
had
TpErimaneiil

we s aenfreeken, uminlerropicel ong,
i the senst of CpoTmARCD)
sEESIGN, ald culminating inoorevolutiom-
urvoweiREr povertment, the
il the proletario

Larsinm

Trotsky also therefome rejected the im-
plied motion in the Bolshesib sty thal
a1 somic point the new revoluiinary
sovermmeent wouklaither hve 1 prve up
3 power or repeess The workimge cluss
The bourgeoisie would opyuse ey s
measures benelictal tothe working chiss which
are achievable onder capitalism - an cight hour
working day, WLEEE T, TPCCOonm [0 orpun s
Whien the worker responded with sifikes, (-
cupations and ovén expropriations, what should
a ]'l_"‘\.'l.'llllr||'|:‘|,'{r!,-' wiorkers und poasanis” poveErn-
mient g’ Shiwlib | remain faithful (0 “mardist
orthodoxy™ on the need for capitalism frst,
socialism Jater” Or should it promaote Ll sup-
port such working class scnon and make in-
rodds inte bonrgeois coonoamic power ox-
Propriating the laciories, lmposing b stidie
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manopaly on foreign e snd seising conrol
il the financial institutions?

Posed in thid wiy (he answer 1s obvious. But
such measures are nothing loss than the stem of
the socialist revalution. Carmying out the bour-
gools rovolution. successiully i this contest
means carrving out & socialist revolunon gnd
VICT VOES

There was another mportant dimension 1o

which does not stop at the

democratic stage, which goes
over to socialist measures and to
war against reaction from without;
that is, a revolution whose every
successive stage is rooted in the
preceding one, and which can end
only in the complete liquidation of

class society.”

Leon Trotsky, Introduction to Permanent

Revolution

the successtul sociabist, permanent revololon
wihilch | rosky idengified

He insistel that revolutions and counter
revolutions are not conyinined within naticnol
boundaries, The class siruggle. be argued, can
have far-réachimg elMectsnghl across the workd,
thus reinforeing the need for revoluliomimies o
vrgimise on an intermational scale and tight to
robilise solidaniy with strigeles in countrics
other than their owmn,

Individual countries con make mporan
steps along the rood tie g Classless society - in-

deed, 1o survive, any revaolo
tinn must march forwand. Rl
it is highly unlikely, 1o say the
least, that any single country

§ cven onc as highly developed
as the United Stares — hias
entuipgh tesources to bring
aboul o il ownoa classless
society. Alter all the im
peralist counirics. are 500 ad
vanced precisely hecuuse of
their relatmon w0 amd domims-
tier oof the werld marked

The conguiest of proletanm
power e any single couniry
must be seen s the stan of o
resvolution 1o thit country. The
dbsence of o favourable intec-
national climate cano be wseit
a5 an excuse for delaving
PEORIESS I MRANY Areds - rEik-
Ireg the diving standards of the working class and
[easantry (if one exists), taking measures to
combat racial snd sexual oppression. and so on.
The Micaraguan revelution clearly shows the
tremendous problems Taced by o small under-
developed country faced with the might of im-
perialism. Interpational solidarly can help
provide a crocial breathing spage [or such a
revolution. But m the end the only guaranies of
survival 1S an extension of the revolution
i other countries:

The theory of Permanent Revolution i
clearly based on analysis ol the ohjective
forces that shape revolutionary strugeles
but there &5 no puarantee thal any given
evolution will evolve “patarally” along
the path of Permanent Bevolution. Withim
amy given struggle there will be ither
political currents with very differem
arrms, micics and methods. i their in
Muende predominates. revolutionary op
perlunitics can be misscd: oF mass strug
gles led seriously astray. as has happened
soofen simee World War Two

All of this points o one fundamental
conclusion above all ethers for revolo
tomary siralegy m Chackwarnd ' countries;
The neecessiiny for the complete politiced in-
dependence of the working chiss and 1y
parties. Many different alliimees wath all
surie b fiarvess will he possibile and neces-
sary for the revelution W succeesd - hut (he
temptation for g werking: class revolo-
oty par y i subsame jsell o s inde-
pendent identity infe o national,anti-im-
perialist mass moveomeont must be
resisted.

Insiead, the fight must be 1o build a
political leadership which will combat the
vrivs-class wlliances and “stages” theariss
proposed by stalmst and reformist currents,
and struggle for o strategy and 8 lacticad
plogrammie Based apomn the theory, of Per-
mnent Revolution. In every such movement
thome s an ongoing struggle w o decide whather
ihe leadership will be bowrgenis or proletarian,
[t is on the outeome of this struggle that the fu
ture sueeess of the rovalution depends.

Richard Rozanxki
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by LEONORA LLOYD

On May 29, 1968, women machinists at
Fords Dagenham plant held a ome-day
token stoppage, in support of their claim
for upgrading. They wanted to match
those men who did the same job (sewing
car-seal covers) at night, and other men
using similar skills,

i June 6 they come oul o strike aoain, this
time uniil July 1. Rose Boland, a strike leaders
card of these actions: *1 think the Ford womer
have dehinitely shaken the womon - vl
couniry,” She was right.

Barhara Castle was made Mmister (or the
newly-created Department of Employment and
Prisbuctivity in Aprl the same yedr and from
pere she issoed hor famous mvitdnon w the
aitike Jeaders 1o have 1ea with hor! More
seripusly she sel up a working palty with her
ilepartmicnt and represeniatives from the T
and TUC, to consider the introduction of ol
pay for winmen

However the women ut Fords were
ciaiming eqgual pay, but upgrading Lo ke ac-
count of their taditonally vnderestimated
skills. Ty was a common gnevance, and still 15
that no allivwanze was make for the “natersl’
skills ol wimen, like “nimble (ingers’, whercas
mitde skills sueh as “strenath’ wers specifically
rewerded in gradiog exe

The 187 women machinists at Fords wene
representad by the Naonal Union of Vehicle
Builiders; fatér to be dhsoched 1nto the
Transpore Union, Their strike comnciied
with the NUVE s armual mecting anil the
sirikers organised coachiloads of womei
frismn Dagenham and wiher Ford faciones o
invade the conlerence. where there was not
o woman delegie!

The Trade Union Congress that vear
passed a resolution calling for “urgent
progress warnls equal pay ', and this was
amended ds 4 resull of the strike 10 inclode
a commitmen! o take industrial action 1o
obstain it: Four Labour MPs sponsoredansw
Equal Pay Bill and Joyee Butler launched
an Ani-Diserimination Bill wy end all forms ol
disgrimingiion against women,

O July | the Fard strike was valled off, The
wimen had won a partial viciory, gertmng Y29
of the men’s rate, an mmprovment of 7%,
together with a phased ggreement T the iniro-
duction ol egual pay. [ Thiswas [nallyvacheived
only i 1987, after furlher sinke acuonl,

Conferences, lobbigs of imde union ¢un-
ferences and of Parliamen! and many mectings
during the strike fed 1o the formunsen of the Na-
il Jolng Avhon Camnpasgn Commuttes (o
Wonnen's Equal Righis: This <pappy name was

this

L =
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for equal pay

An otherwise perhaps forgotten anniversary iscelebrated - ', ;

sheriened 1 the equally
impassibic scronvm
MIACCWER

The CHmMPHIED
witholt demourdlic
mechanisms, worked
through the selting wp of
et groupy — Hury-

LEVETL MOt (ickly 25

teblished — and ¢or
pumding secretancs m
paomly areas. Chiis Nor
wodd MPoand Audrey
Piunt. of the TUC, ware
“Joent Chairimen” (s121 00
the committee and Fred
Rlake. Ntional
Necretary of the NUVH.
WRCAMe e seerelany
That November, s @
ezl of pressure From
WIACCWER, the TUC
organiscd a special
women' s confersnce. 10
discuss Cl.|l'ii| S l
thingh the campaign had
0 [ve-psim prosramme,
1 haid pgresd o concentrate on egual pay, and
m My the neat vear it orgenised another by
Ol Parliament and d demonstration. TTis was st-
tended by 1) women from w1l gwver Britain

ancl spreakers included Chive Jenkins, tack

conference passed

Ford women: 20 years tuwln equal payl

g ——————q
“In 1969 every trade union

resolutions supporting the
principle of equal pay and it

was the main topic at the

Joncs, Audroy Wise and Bose Boland

In 1969 cvery trade umon conrersnce Pid}bi.'-ll
reselutions supporling (he principle of equal
pay aml it was the main topue at the Trudes
Linion Cengress,

The women's hberation mevement an
Prratair was infloenced by three magior factors
the example and writings ol the movemanl m
the Linited States: the aeneral politicisation of
o6k and the struggles of wonmen workers:

NIACCWER was a key component of this
last factor. which wasmuch less impartant in
the UsAC It was able i waim allifimaon frem a

XaoH /B ILEND )

nurntier of unions including the TGWLL and
many at local fovel, Dhmmg iis brief existence i
pave support tooseveral sirikes involvipg
wormen. Includioe the Brammon thermomater
Strike. which wis eeogrophically wmolated.
Bt [romn s waoman s point of vicw 10 wis
an cxtremely unsatisfactory organisation
Headed by 1w men, it lad no democratic
structure and tefesed o arganiss croches
s meetings: It was led by membersol the
Communist Parly and their sympathisers
who were able W politically dominate Lhe
cx-Ford sirikersion the commitice, The
busic Tack of democracy led m the emld it
destrucim.
Tevallintents and purposes NJACCWTR

Trades Union Congress.” e w exist atier Octaber, just as the
Wimen's Liheration Movement wis get-

fimg wieler way. But 1t had 1w lasting
results, B enswrad that the subjoct of equal pay
woulll never dgain he off the agemdn wmd that
feanslatony, however mnadeguale, would be
pessed

[1 also Ienuaht anto sotivilty many wolmen
who wers Wy become myvolved with the
wormen s movement, umd although some. ol
them trew negative lkessuns from the campaign
ame] wers hivarile o the orgamised labowr move-
et s s re sl it meant that in Britain the links
between women n the ltbour movement aned i
the women's movement were stronger [han
anywhere elso.
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The British
Road to
| Capitalism

THE BRITISH ROAD to Socialism has gone through several Iﬁiﬂﬂ_ rhier (et i
. transformations singe the original 1951 version of the CP's Cunplugyfy s f.".’i.f,‘:f'mlriéf””“
programme dropped onto the mat at King Street in an envelope Aty s

toak =

from Stalin. The most drastic revision was the ‘Eurocommunist’

version produced in 1977. Now the Communist party is revising

its programme once again, and a new draft appeared in the
Septemberissue of Marxism Today. PHIL HEARSE looks at its

content.

This new programume is significant not
so much in that it presents very right
wing ideas abowt socialist strategy = that
is hardly something new tor the CP—but
in that it presents a serics of ideas about
ahjectives — the kind of society we
should be fighting (or = which are not in
any recognisahle way socialist at all.
Indesl this Corrent draft abandess many col-
fectivist, let alore socmlist, wms and values:
Of course. Mr Martin Jacques and his co-
thinkers are not s stupid s 1o pat up a gp
saying “we o Tonger believe dnsociabism’
Their sales pitch has abways been that they arc
adapling socializm o mealem comditions.
They argue that capitalism s changine. the
working class 15 being recomposced. the
economy 15 bemg restructired — al therefore
the ol soviul-demecratic post-war conensos
is aselesy - we need a new way lorward, Ths
line «f argument always catches nphl-wing so-
cial dermowrats and Mornine hrar stalimsts on
the hip, Because ol s deserprive leval it's e
There are massive changes o capitalisan and
the wiveking cliass in the Thatcher ero: the gues-
fion 15, what conclusions should we dras from
these changes, Dobey Jead 1o an abandormen
nl elass politicy and collectivist salutions? Tha
ol course 15 where evalutionany socialists dif-
fer From Marise Doday
Thie now draft puls forward i serics of iner-
linkisl irguments which s b to 3 packaze for
accepting E‘ﬁ!‘li[ﬂ.ll‘-‘lri Fach onc of theoe Argu-
ments as enther factually wrong. or a
misinterprenstion of developments.
Schemaneully, they are as lellows
* Coonomic and soceal restrin lirme nicins that
the fraditional demarcation lings — eapocrally
the division ol sociery nto two miwally hos-
lite basic classes - are being eroded. The we-
yuisitiom of skills snd education means 1hal
many penpleare now in 4 ‘contrathictory class
locations” and are hoth exploiters and ex-
Ploited. "Working cluss versus bourgnisie’
models are old-fashione:],
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* Ihus ‘cluss cannot straighifor-
wirdly provide the collective in-
terist for maoddern socializm®
Sovialism is thiss ned the objective
miercsts of the working closs ox
preesseh i the political level, 1t has
0 be constructed through the
forging uf allinnces berween iy-
parate groups, whose interests are contradic
tary. The:economic stroggle of the working
class is just one among many such interesly,

* 'his is especially so since there is o such
thing a5 *pure class”, “Everyone comes v their
sense of glass throngh their sense of gendee, eth-
micily, as well as regional or religious
atrachmenes

Soctalists should counterpose to Thatcher s
rinleTnisa|jon programme their own moder
nisation programme, This involves recognising
it mest of the coonomy will remain in private
hamals, but reguimres democratic regulation and
ceritrod

® [nrermatinalism. Britain’s intemational mole
15 crucial for socialism: The laboor movernent
slould support integration 0 the Common
Market and ‘Europeanisation” in gencral -
through & fight to democratise the Common
Market

When the chips are down, it 5 evident that
whiat Marvism Today is proposing i dn lter-
pative capikalist modermisation e thut of
Matcher - one which attempts 1o be more
demuocrane, and goes along with the captalisy
“European option” i miermational affairy, Un
derlying these argumenis g g series of guite
crueial srguments which are quite widespread
oy the left.

First. there is an smplical assumprion (hat
Thatcherism 12 basically successful aml has
overcome the crisis of Rrtish capitalism ovi
dentin the |960s and 197005 Marvism Today iy
sturmy-eyed wboot Thateher - justat a time when
the economy 15 going mio a nose-dive.

Aecond, while it°s irue that there 15 a major
redrganisition of the working class - a decline

VBEDr iy
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| of maditional welustry, the rise of high rech and

service Indusires - thisdocs not a1 allmean thai
the working class wya collective subjsct or his-
torical actor s heing chiminated.

Third, it is just untrue that “everybody”
cirmes to theirsense of ¢lyss through their sense
ul gender. ethinicily, or telizious faith. This is
Justn waproved and dogmatic assertion. Mo
it Today sets-up 2 lalse dichotomy betwesn
chass om the one hanel, aml sea and mee on the
other, by confining ‘cliss sirugele” to the -
spthere of production” aml the “workplace” -
selt. Iromically, the idea that class strugele 15
confined i the “workplace” and the *eeonomic
strugple i6a typically ecomnmsi nofion, one
denpumced by Lenin in a pamphler written 86
years aga! The now dratt alen takes it for
granted tha the only progressive altemative 1o
A stakinisr, kelally nationalised, buresoeriiical-
Iy planned serge coonomy is a democratically
rezulated and comirdled capiralis economy

The new drafi ol the British Boad, then, con-
tmuas the unhappy story of the official CP'
race 1o the right, The cmphasis is on secoring
midividual rights in o democratic capitalist
siciety, aind a rejectomn of collectivism as a
thing of the past. This reaches bis apogée in the
nowion of the ‘enabling stuic” (an echo of Neil
Kinnook s favoured formula) toreplace today s
(SPPITEsVE STHle.

Thi¢ departuré hens lrom traditional Marxist
tdeas eouldn't be more redical. No wonder the
authisrs hawve reeeived enthusiastie hacking in
theirendegvours from Brvan Goulil Bul the un-
derlymy assumptions are identical W thase of
Davil Owen, And when we find a propesal for
‘vonsumer choice in the health service” the in-
spiralivom seems more right wina seill.
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Intellectuals in the days of
Glasnost

The Thinking Reed: Intel-
fectuals and the Soviet
State from 1917 o the
Present

Boris Kagarlitsky, Trans-
lated by Brian Pearce,
Verso, 1988, £17.95,
hardback.

Reviewed by JANE
KELLY

This book is a faseinating
discussion hy one of the
leading radical intellectuals

in the Soviet Union, of the
history of the relationship
between intelleciuals and
the state from 1917 to the
present day.

11 15 = powerful and vibramt
bowik, whach charts the situstiog
after 14917, the rizc of Sialin pnd
the imposition ul Soviet Sodialm
Beulism, the parnai “thiuw ™ under
Khruschey, amld the disillosion-
ment w e 1970 It ends with
an urgent plen o the present<lay
mieNectusls 1o take up the chal-
lenge offercd by glasnost; 1o
miive o from exposurc of the
harrors of Stalin 1o developa
positive way forward to

sovilism. Bubitulso contims
sorne ol fhe comtradictions of the
ceonemic and peliticsl refomm
miaverment which pave hirth
Withiout glisndest this book s
omlikely wrhave been wrimen: but
the effoets of peresinakis — spreed-
upr, haphier prices; aitacks on the
historie gmns of the workmg
clss of cheap housing etc.—are
not mentioncd. Indeed Kagar-
frs by wses the bwo worids as
though they were synommimes.
amd here wie reuch the otlier
problem with the book.
Adongside the nstory of the
relationship of Sovict miellec-
terals o the stiute goes o theoreti-
cal discussion on the role of micl-

New publications
reviewed

Reviewed by NICK
ROBIN

In 1982, the US warned the
Micronesian people of the
Marshall Islands not to cat
food from the northern
part of their atoll. Tt was
nol a timely warning,

It had been 28 yéars sinve the
USA - uninyited —hind ex-
ploded @ bomb 1300 times more
powirful than these they'd
droppied on Hirgshinmia or
MNapasaki on Bikini. also in
Micronesia,

In that tima: ‘as Jane Dibblm
recotnts T Day of aa Steng
{VMiraao, £6.95), the
Migmonesian people had realised
theinselves that things weren'|
guile dght ks they hegan dving
of unkpown cancerous discases
and giving barth 1o ermibly

miutited bahies.
Dhibblins book — much of it
i the words of the islanders

Ihemselvies — explores the social
sid political realities of the
US’s nuglesr testing in the
Pacificin an account both
analytical aod humanisiic. High-
Iy recommended.

Bookend

The bombings continue ithe.
Pugific; Kwajelein, another is-
land. i ihe LS basge whate ‘star
witrs s dreameed up, and 18
host piow to the mapot testing of
ST matwatives , . . [ shiduld,
therefore, gei o menbon in
Rexhuping the US Left. edied
by Mike Davis and Michiael
Sprinkler {Vierso, £9.95) but il
doesn't

This pamts 0a wesakness in
this otherwise pratseworihy
volume of cssavs from the LIS
Far left — the insularity of ils con-
cemmns (the ppening essay on
building solidaniy with the
Central American revolution
heing the exception),

Reshaping the UN Left 1= 1he
third annual collection of a very
uselul series called “The Year
Left’ and 1akes as its subjoct
whal the Amernican left like o
eall 'movement boilding .

Thie buak s eclectic, offenng
[2 pamicipant-ohserver porspes.
tivios o key strugeledand
developments of the revitilised
LIS leli, but nome the worse for
thiat. 11 at time the essays seem o
Tiethe bocal wm thieir purvicew, this
av allows us 10 52 the detnil of
some ol the many real strugeles
which are the well-kept secret of
the Reagan.

Bosides, many are stimmulal-
ing accounts, full of thoughs-

provoking and ofien novel idess
of organising which could be cx
perimented with here. Perhups
nexl year’s volumie will bend
the stick the other way and m-
Clude ideas 0 an overall
socialist perspective for the
Pukakis years.

Ancther book which goes
close-upiom bunlifing coalitions
18 Rarcivcol Reconds: (limy vears
of lestion and oy fisiar,
eddited by Bob Cant and Susan
Hemmings (Routledges, L7 595).
This claims w be the first his-
tory book by lesbians aml gay
micn, and liakes o distingtly lzfi-
ist editorial line.

Contribuions ane Yaried, hul
all concerned in ongoway OF
another with the paliticnl move-
nent of leshians and gay mem
and the ways in which the
dialectic of s=if-organisation and
nrass struggle has worked in
pracuce.

Without exception the star-
10 poind for these essays 15 the
lived experfence of the writers;
this.confers personality on the
writing which makes it both m
mediole aml (usually | easy W
nead.

Conming on) during (he goy

wommunity s health crisis and

the Clause 28 hacklash. i isa
timely book.
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lecrnEls, thear TUnNCTIon in me
party; dnd their class positivm,
This dlesc uasion 15 mone con
tused. I this review concentmids
critivally vn this question, it
shiould not be road 45 4 swoeplng
cemibemnationn ol ihe ook asa
while: which gives many in-
stghiis o dhe privcess of change in
the Soviet Union today. bul as
e example of the poohizms
faced by writers(and others) in
the Soviet [inion, so lonpdenied
material and the right to open dis-
cassion Lo enable then o form a
complete understanding of their
history,

Thenughout the ninetesnth and
inites the Twenticth cenfury the
Russian intelligentsia played a
ventmil role m the struggle fur
Turgenis democratic freedoms,
bul only a small minonly jned
[hie Bolshevib party, Others
aligned themselves o the Men-
shewibks, the Sdcial
Revolutionanes or the Kadets,
The dhivision of the imelligentsia
retwioon contending classes, wis
shurpene] during the Civil War,
when: "ar of the intcliigontsia
acdhered 10 thie Bolsheviks, many
jined the Whites: the majority
tried to find some thind way ', tha
15 0 path that seegred between
bourzeos reaction and
provletanan dictaiorship, Kagar-
litskv argues that the “suppres-
vl T hiourgeois-demuocranc
frecdoms” dealt a heavy blow to
the intellectuwals who had placed
their hopes in a free Rossia The
ltssadutiomn of the Comstiloent s
sgimbly. the tesmo and the infro-
ducnon of censorship wene me-
tarms that the Iefli-wing
intc | lzenesin could nol eacse
intreder gy conditions.” Although
thic author dcccpts that the ohjec-
va comclations of solation,
coonoimic collapse, invasion ot
mesn) hal censorship and atlacks
of demiocratic rights were probab-
Ivinevitable, in order w save the
eevolution. e emphasises that il
wiz tragedy for the intellectualsy,
amd mme which the Bolsheviks
fatled to understand. Tndeed the
imphication is that 1t was this
division between the inel-
ligentsia and the Bolsheviks on
thi ustiven of democracy, alberl
a result of iImpassible circumstan-
ces, thit leil imesomably (ooin-
creased burcaueracy and (o the
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rise oF Stalin. The problem thio
Ihis rawses, Lo which Kagarlitsky
r2tieng i threughioul thi book, {s
(e e wmel function of intellec-
tuals, thew relatiomship to the
werrkinig wluss to the party, aml
especially therr clus § poELton. Hez
argies (hal gontrany to Stalin'c
detinition of the inlelhipentsa as 6
~trulwen” rther thun 2 class which
15 theretore unable wr pliy an mide-
""I'll'.":'" L =R |'|| hife, the
many-millioned inteflig
the Soviet Unssn todday “hias be-
an Independent social
straturm, capahls nipl onlv of {or-
mulating its aims but often ol
grhieving them,' Further he man-
tagns thiat while In the nineieenih
mil garfy thas cenfury The miel-
fipentsia, hinth East and West "was
bonrizeais (or pely-bourgesis) in
the way ir ol it income’, in
|:r:1-cr:r':i circymmstanges (hough for
diftzrent reasons) the mniel-
[1genisin both Edqst and West have
fzen "proletarianised”. The Sovict
ingelligentsiy, feelhng that they
long o the oppressed and ex-
plinted musses, ‘incrcasingly
itaint the right j speak in their
nams ", He thus adopts a position
whereby the smelhigantsin urge both

SO

an milependent stratum and “heing

trmedd intey sirmple prolelarisns
The confusion steris partly, | feel
renm his elesire for the tmiel-
ligentsin to play aleading role in
the changes. Bul this desire
pitc the role plaved by a few,

very courigesus individoals in the
past, gocs against the histony of
the imteliigentsia, East and West
Marxists have moaditionally argueed
[fey bre an intermeodiate pery
hourpedtis aver and can themelone
aligm themselves with either the
working class nr the hourgeoisie
and nsist upon the leading
the weark ing cluss. Indegd Kags
Jitsky himself. as the € o-onbinator
of the Faderation of Sogialis
Clubs. pives anexamyle of the
divided nature of the imelligentsia
when he points o intellectualy
lzading nghl wing clubs with ant
democratic and angi-serming
peelalecs = Pamvar and Rodivia
i Memory and T ymel | — 1y
well as fefl wing clubs

I'he refation ol the mniel-
ligenisia e the working class is
A0t st G pbsimed yuestiion.
Kagarliesky imone or two pas-
sAges aucepty the ventrality of the
working masses in radical Lh.Ju-.rr
hiwever, his pOEINon 48 an inmel
lectial lends hir w ignore Lthe ‘."ru.l
that while both micllcctuals. and
the working class can gain from
glasnost. the nesative effects of
Peresirodka — an attempl Lo resolve
the crisis of I‘u‘u.a.kratlc planning
it the experse of the workers and
ol the privileped bureaucracy
and their hangers-an — will be
primarily felt by the warking
Cliny, Tl"l 1grore thar dif ||;~r|_'|'|.\_g' %
tor fall intes the trap of the
buresucrucy

Subversive stuff

A World Apart
Director Chris Menges
Screenplay by Shawn
Slovo

Reviewed by ERICA
FLEGG

The final (rame ol 4 Workd
Apeart freeres i township
vouih hurling a stone at the
South African police, in
response (o a rear-gas at-
tack on the funeral of a
hlack militant killed in
detention.
The mmage is o potent one, and
beas dbresndy been silk=sireened
onte T-shirts. Ay the titles come
i, the Fastnonabie sudionee ofa
Wost End cinema expressed its
revilsion il the: information that
Ruth First (Molly's motiier,
Diana, in the film) had been as-
sassimared in 19828 then they
burst inte appiause

In these jaded times, such
sponmncous cxpression of feel-
irge i ot easily dchieved, and is
o tribete-to the film's success
tritechmg an dudience’s emotinnal
a5 well as pelitical sensibilites.

The film cloesn™ o it the
politics of the sougzle or the role
plaved by the Adncan Matinnal
Crongrest or the Commurmist
Party, o which Maily's (Shawn
Slovn’ st parents befonged.

Nevertheless, the fiwnskip
youth—a hlack David, on the
sidde ol ‘right " ugainst the Goliath

Ly
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o the Sourth Afmcan state -
stands for the mass <iry thi
i5 the dymimic biackdrop of the
film. This is past of the Tm"s sue-
Cess s H stlemenl dEainst apan
heid: it neither sentimendalses
the struggle nor romuanticises the
individuals involbved moir, bBlack
orwhie

1 Wkl Agsiert hias beien
received i mach erinieal acclim
a5 a pnint debut by Chiris Menpos
(imematographer on The Mivsion
dned Fhe Ki Tl Fiededy ) simad
Shawn Slove (who wrote the
sutiiiograplucal sereenplay )
The gctors ponraving the céntral
i charpeters, | F-year old
Moily vmd her mother Diana
{fonlni Mav and RBurbam Her
shey | are both first mie and <ensi-
tively eas

Jowlhki Muy convinees witho
heing cute as the unhappy, con-
fused danghter of her brilliant,
cormmited Bul emmotionally
reserved mother. Barbarz Her
shiey brings an impressivie force
ter her mole — although w my mind
the churacier ol First renaiom one-
dimensional.

A smyolar tnumph of the film,
however is its African past. The
bwis leeds e outstanding, bt all
the black actors —muostly Zimbab-
wieans without any previous
screen experience — bring tremen
dous encrey, commitment and
huntan warmhi o thi story,

The scene where Elsic (the
mail, played by Linda Myasi,
who 'parents” Muolly) s brough
the mews ol her brother’s fute in
detention (Albee Lesotho) s a
wrenching depiction of grief un-

I S~ |

like any farmiiiar on the European
SLTURHL
The hespitality and '.'1-.'=.'-:';"f.i111'.':'
"-I"|I>»rl le Blodly by Elsres | mmly
whitn Molly il Tast introduced
e by her mother — w the realiiy
ol lewnship life, i memuonible
examiple. As the ofd hiind
i fsther ar the end of the nble
% passed Molly®s hand 10 feel in
recogmiien and areeting, the
Fremanity of Afrcan colture as
ipposed 1o the alienation of span-
%, liseradly, palpable. here
Menges' achlievement is 1o allow
thie bluck potors o make the
sCene, 10what must have been an
unusually creative intorplay be-
Iwien wrtcr, director and cas|

I yim bk the personal theme
ol he story - the experience ol a
daisghter whose dominant but dis-
tanl parent dedicates their lifg
the evalulion bul not to vou - as
heimg Lhe ceniral subject, rather
than jis South African scting,
then this film most invites com-
parizon will Zing, Ken
MoeMullen's powerful study
Protsky " dnughter #nd her
relptionship with her facher
While A Werrdid Apart cannot
vompete with the vistonary scope
of Lina {which nonctheless
fopped un the box office) it
shares with that Alm the ability o
P sOmc guestions that imake
revolutionanes [eel uncomfort
able, while avoiding the vices o
lecturing on the ope hand and
liberalism on the nther,

Fipa never cmerged from the
tragedy of her childhood ami her
serch for hor father’s love; she
commiltted suicide as fosgcasm
vk hold in Nazl Germany
Muolly is alsn shown nnssceess-
lully trylng to claim the plac
wanted o hermsther's Iife: with
what conzequences Tol her ow)
I]L"'n'l;'ll.'li‘.lllr:.’l-l wes ke Tl 1ol
since the film covers.only the
sliny ol 1963, the veur af the
Rivonia arrests

Insm imjerview, Slovo said
that writing the screenplay wa

ike i form of therapy; her
strefigth in the elling of her siory
w b by 71 with fmankness nuked
of any sell-imlulgence.

Coang for i wide appeal seoms
o Fivws been o consgious.oplion
v Slovo’s part —she said that
wirs why she i called her
meother "Dians”. So it is much
leer crealil (amd that of Menges'
dirertion) that the film moves te
audienve without any of the
deviees of a Hollvwood epic or
lear-jerkr,

Tuking the cue, the South
AlTican suhontes banned it after
its first public screening: subver-
sive s1ell, They may have killed
Ruth First, but they remain in
liwe f her and the. struggle she
cspousaed. Slova’s film now emer-
s s one of the hvdr heads
they unleashed.

il
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Reflections on the British monarchy

+

The Enchanted Glass
Tom Naim

Reviewed by MIKE
MACNAIR

In The Eachansed Glass Tom
Nairn has produced a scuth-
ing attack on British monar-
chism, packed with il-
luminating sidelights on the
nature of the British social
and political formation.

He iisisis tlat the Rritish
monarchy i contral 10 the syslem
] ptlli'.i:l} authority aral its
varioys ieeritories. and thal it is
intmmmatedy copnected with
British” ratiopal wlentity, the
patriarchal family. and the polis-
Lal bankrupeey of the Labour and
el union leadzsshps

His bk shauld be reigured
reading for all those socialists
who thank that the monarchy is
AR BTN POCTANE 15ELUC.

But The Encheeted Glass also
conlaing a theeretical hess
which is false arul wholly neaa
tivie in its political implhications

M secs “British
miomarchism’ s an exceptional
annd bavkward wleology s com-
pared with the national-
democralic ideologies of most
states created since the French
Revalution {1789 His explana-
tiom of this backwardness funs as
fiallows.

He denics that the events of
&) L7 14 i3 whal 5 noa
*Brilgin® wore eithor i bowrgeors
revolution (as muryists think) or
steps lowards o liberal
democracy (&5 liberals think )

Love in the Time of
Cholera

Gabriel Garcia Marquez
Jonathan Cape, £11.95

Reviewed by DAVID
GRANT

" A more compassionate Marquez

Fans and Mrst-time readers
alike will not be disap-
pointed with Marguer’s
Latest novel.

Love in-the Trevw: of Cholera
breaks somewhial from
Marquez's mite realism il
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Hather, they crealed
pre-capitalist aniicn
regrme of b speciul type
afate - mediaoval oligir-
chy hased on merchants
Finaniciers anil langdhoreds.
like the Venatian amd
Dutch
Really, Nuim cldims,
Hritain " is simply ihe
pppendage of o London
{itv-state, Tor this Lon
liaey |:||;guIC|.'|_'. cthe
ey plaved o
legitimising rule, like
the Venetian Doge o
Dutch-Stadbaowder.
Muodem “Brtish™ na
tlentily i it
quired an moreasim
medigiyal characier, In
this [romcwirg
republicanism, the anly
peal threat (o e regime.
wis deleatcd and mur-
gimalined, und the work
ing elass IRCOTPOTAICD ds
a sor of mudiasvil fes-
tate of The realm’
thr g h trade uneRIsm
and ‘rval distrhutive
socialisat’ (1 apounsm), Lhe
hourgenisic priper noves SUC
ceeded m kg powel
Muirn explains this survival by
ok ing two eritieisms of Mars
[he firat is that Mary oversgated
the power of industrisl capital:
there was spae, in the world
capitalist sy st for « merchunt-
fimancier oity slate b Lomedon
The second 15 thul Mas was
FyTE rrally premature: e
[rudal ABsoluList amoien regim
survived untl |914-18 and ok
jts revenge (o its fall inthe
shape of fascism up 1o 193443
The Londun aligarchy was stll

wly

B

The French uiecutu I.uui'n xwi

priferable 1o hider. the last child
il fendal whsolutism

Oinly after 1953 wis real bogr-
g domocracy established in
Europe. and thes the London
regine bermne obviousty i sor-
vival und an obstacle to real
capitalist development. The Lesk
of rudicals today: according 1o
Nairn, {5 “medernisabion . the
fight fior & democratic republic
like those in othiet Eurnpean
capilalist couniries.

Naprn'y (hesis thus neatly ann-
cides with somé of the ideas of
the T’ wing of the Com-
munis! Paity, including thei

criticisms of the “undemocratic
Scarpill

Thidre 4re o grest many
criticisms hat could e made ol
Niir s arooment. [ will confine
myself toome.

Wairns argoment begs thic
puestion: just how exeeptiondl iy
the “backward] monarchist ideol-
iy il Britain, the foundation of
the while argument?

Ater all. w the USA the arlen-
ton wiven here 10 the Royals s
fviahad on the st Family”,
idealugies of ‘smul| own' and
‘fromtier” Americh pernsare so-
gial lile: and protsstant fundamen-

[ids bim an areflective mood,
pondering the myth of Bamaintic
Towe, contristing it with e
Lowve that 15 butll cutof the mere
mundane mw material of
everyday life

The vonihesion be armives 4t is
o ambiguoosand surprising
tham you maghl anticipate from
win dullior who regularly evokes
sympathy for his characters by
freating them so pitilessly.

Although the imagery {5 less
fantastic and the novel less reiant
igrom 1his 35 device Mariues
misclies s use of the absurd s
puite w5 good as anything in his
Py LS Wik,

D duvemil Urbing, especicd
phvsician, bourggeis modemiser
and puteon of the arts, dhes garly
i the novel at the sge of cighty-
onc-and a-half while anempting
yin carch a rebellious parrot which
i todged defianly in a tree hurl
img abuse al wny and evarybody,

Maryuier weaves the thread of
the-story bnand out ol the Livis ol
Lirhing andd the other (wo mdin
charauiers 10 the novel, his
witlivw Fermina Diwg und the all-
timic hero and victim of Romantic
[ove. Florenting Anva

Lirhing s demh i g pavotil
pesint 10 the novel whishos
returmed o several times, but

pivesan eatly indication of
Meangues s propesition thid
rragedy 15 Found nut s nauch
the wdvent of death but in 1he
wasted vears that [N up whole
lives searching for love which is
cither non- existent or unreguited
Murguez dises it make this
propeesal in i absiret wiy- S0
ciab conventions ho out of the
hypoctisy and narow -mimited-
fess of hoawracois socicly, and a
pompradir bourgoois moralicy af
sat; are (he vilkains of thispiecc.
1 15 Marguez’s ahility 1o pleee
thie dilemma his characiers face
in an historical and sociil contexs
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talism. the ghost of seventeenth-
century Puritanism, is om the nsc.
ftaly and Germany arc dominated
by Christian paries linked 1o the
catholic church, In Japan the cult
of the Emperor ts beginning w be
revived (even if Hitohito himseslf
1w onot! — Ed) And soon,,,

Mars areucd that after 1848
the hourgeoisie’s fear of 1he
wiorking ¢lasy led 1t 1o retrear
fromm s revolutionary-
democnitic past and to supporn
refclionmary regimes and
ideologics: Lenin added that the
development of imperiahsm reimn-
foreed this wendency, while the
hourpeoisie wis runsfomed by
ihe mse of “finance capital” and
colomal explintaton dllowed the
mmperialist regimes to win the
suppor of sections of the work
ing ¢lass through concessions,

This frachiiong) marxist theory
has the grear sdvantage over
Mt ™s theory of “specific
British backwardness™ of explain-
g nexl onfy the “British' case,
but also the universal charscieris-
livs of impenalist capital.

It also predicts the evideni
fagt, o which Naim seams hlinid.
that the ald republican allisnce of
nutional capital, petty horgeois
and working ¢lass cannol Weday
be reconstucted.

The workers” movement vital-
Iy neceds to become republican, (o
Pecome disloval o Queen and
Ccountry; io pose aiternatives i
the momarchical order

But it neads to deo s mal gy
[l of a movement Lo
‘modemise’ "hackwand” Britain,
bl with the som of creating its
owil class power and i own
socialist international order.

that allows him the space to com-
ment 0 wryly upon their in-
dividual fates and generalise their
experiences to be of relevance to
the fate of whole social classes,
The particularly personal
sense of the approach of death
that pervades this novel may per-
suade some thal Margucz is be-
CUMLNE more compassionale and
less analytical, After all, Floren-
Uing |5 sentenced 10 @ mere half-
century of solitude!

_ Marquez proposes Love and
Cholera are essentially similar
[the symptoms exactly the same),
and his novel is worth reading if
only te find wut i you are likely
1o be wiruck down.

Socialist Outlook wel-
comes readers’ letters
on any topic. preferah-
Iy of not more than
400 words in length,

‘No' to
policy-making by
referendum!

Drear comragles,

For sosmee ol the leadimg
figures currently in
charge of the party, the
CUMTENT policy review
and Lahour Listens cam-
patgns do not go tar
cnough In transforming
Labour mra a party fit
for their prejudices
hvem

[n this, they have
been spurred on by a
recent bit of “private
enterprise’ induiged in
by Seun Hughes, MP
lir Knowsley South.

He ook advantage of
the Parlimnentary vigy-
tho 1 launeh s own
little survey om
Lahour's defence polioy
i his constituency, and
vociterousty claimed
that the verdict reconded
on that cocasomn
amouned o a massive
thumbs-down tor the
noa-nuctear policy on
which we foughr the
1983 and 1987 clections.

In the aftermath of
this rather insignificant
cvent. the press have
reported the Labour
leader to faveur the idea
of senling the party s
defence policy by
means of 4 relerendum
held amongst its catire
membership.

Supcrficially, of
course, this ides has
many attractions and
May cven Wempl s0me
spotions of the Left
which have become in-
creasingly disenchanted
with Labour's policy-
making machimery as i
aperates al the annual
conference.

e of the central ob-
Jections which has al-
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wivs been raized
agdinst the process of
decision-making by
referendum is the power
wiglded by those who
rave charge of formulat-
ing the zll-important
gQuestion.

Here the 1975 EEC
referendum can serve ay
a good example. No
wnly was the question
loadedt im such a way as
o provoke o “yes’ vote
("D you think that this
couniry should sray in
the Eurnpean
Communily™J; if was
alzo precedsd by y
gFovernmenl slalement
which was as manipule-
tive as It was untrue.

Going back even fur-
ther., 1t will be remem-
hered that in France, De
Ciaulle was ulso an ex-
prert manipulator of the
relerendum question
during his leom of office

Bot coime (o think of
It, Is there anv gunrniee
that even & subsiantial
MOty of party fmer-
bers would bother (o
vote? A result hased oo
a bow turnowat would
CausE 3 major
credibility problem;, not
le menton now internal
convulsions.

The policy-muking
techmigques which cur-
rently apply within the
Lahowr party ane far
from perfect. However
le wosld e courting dis-
aster it Labour were (o
saddle itsell with the
sham democracy and
arm-twisting potential
of one-oft members”
referenda.

Letus unitc to defeat
any proposal to that ef
Tect!

Walter Cairns

Lesbhians made
Invisible once more

Dhar Socialis Crtloak,

Having just read Valere
Coultas” article *Brinsh
ferminism ten years on’
i Edetleiek N T Teel T
MUSDWrite 1o take j2gue
with the blatant
nererosexism that the ar-
ticte displays.

Yot dgdin, patromnis:
ng anti-lesbiamism is
paraded in the name of
“soctalist feminism”,
thus playing imto the
bvarnlks ol the largely
classlesy politics of radi
cal femmism,

I define mysell a5
socialist fermimst wnd T
am a leshuin (having
[-I:'I-l”:lr decided that
despite all of the
cvidence 1o the conlrary
the twi are mol muiually
exclasive).

[ soe women’'s ogyres-
5100 as ronted i the
vapitallst order, and
male violence agains
WEOTTECTL 25 & Symptom of
the mmegualities of
power between men and
WOMET {0 owr society,
not the cause of that ins-
quality,

However | complete-
Iy Tzl to see what
makes the demand for
fentility control a vital
"social’ demind and the
extension of that
demand 1o control over

our sexuality —surcly a
logical conclusion of
the alngan *Cr bodics,
our choee” — somehow
narasocial demand,
and therafore of lindle
imporwance. Such o dis-
tinction can only e
based on ignorance and
prejudice,

And for whom were
“socialist feminists”
demandmg coueal pay,
education and nursery
pruvision” Seraight
wiymen only?

Are the mussive
walls of hostihy and
prejudice fuced by leos
bian methers 1o be ig
mared, and the dis-
crintination all leshians
face in 1efms of employ-
ment toy be discounted?
This.is what seems 1
be implied in your ar-
ncle.

Az a secialist, leshian
frminist, | see the
capitalist state as the
enemy but without
losing sight of the dif-
[erent mstitutionaised
puwer relationships
within that capitalist
state,

A1 men benefit from
patriarchiy, and all
siraights benelit from
heterosexism within
captalism; amd fo ge
these groups uf people
to relinguish the power
they have is [ar from
gasy — hut somme people
have ey,

Yours fora
heterosexism-free
socialism,

Rebecca Flaming,
Qxford.

Heffer: point taken

Eric Heffer has written
to us following our ar-
ticle on the Benn-Hel-
fer campaign in
Socialist Ourlook No 9,
pointing out that a
fringe meeting for the
campaign did in fact

take place at the NUR
conference on July 4,
We are pleased this
was the case, and happy
to correct the
misunderstanding that
might have been
created by the article.

At the time of going
to press, the orginal
fringe mecting —
scheduled for June 27 —
had indeed been can-
celled, and no new
meeting had been ar-
ranged.
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FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

RALLY
Saturday 12 November 1988, 7.30pm

Ernest Mandel

Oehan B

S e

Marxist economist

Heather Dashner
Mexican PRT

Nearest Tube: Holbom
facilities

SW19 1HA

! Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London, WC1
Access: wheelchair access to meeting room, no disabled toilet

There will be a creche. Book in advance to PO Box 705, London,

Entrance: £2.00 (waged}, £1.50 (stodent), £1.00 { UB4(/OAF/school student)

Catherine Samary
Paris University Institute of the Soviet
World

Charlic van Gelderen |

Attended founding conference of FI
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