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Serious business for the left

FEW LABOUR activists will have bothered to hide
their Ernn and guffuws as they watched the “silly
season” split in the ranks of the spr. But the sight of
David Owen stepping suicidally out into the snow (*1
may be some time’) should not distract us from the Tact
that this vear’s Labour will offer
little to smile about.

The prospecis of a truly massive purge of the hard
lelt have receded as the hard left forces have been
reduced in size and influcnee in the pre- and post-
clection realignment: however there will be some grim
battles fought as left and right draw their opposite
conclusions from the June election debacle.

To the delight of the solt left, the union bureaucracy
and the right wing press, Captain Kinnock will luunch
his starship *“Compromisc’ from Brighton on the sc-
cond leg of his ten year mission — to explore strange
new paolicies, and boldly go where not even Gaitskell
boldly went.

O course few of the policy-makers admit o being
right wing; cvery move to ditch socialist policics is
trendily dressed up as ‘new thinking” in wordy articles
in the Guardian and Marxivm Today.

NUPE chiel Tom Sawver urges Lahour to turn dway
from his own low-paid members and focus instead on
the ‘home-owning. credit-card-carrying majority’
Michael Meacher is trving to out-do Norman Willis in
devising schemas [or a “new image” for the unions as a
‘Access’, the RAC, and a firm of wnpaid
management consultants. Bryan Gould Moats the idea
of dropping Clause 4. In every case the “new’ ideas of
the so-called ‘leli” wind up compromising with or
embracing Thatcherism’s ruthless forus on the Indi-
vidual at the expense of the majority,

Leading the pack of ‘rethinkers” las been the La-
buour Coordinating Committee, once seen as left wing,
but now suggesting a wholesale abandonment of soacial-
ist policies on council house sales, privatisation, rena-
tionalisation, share fssues, tax cuts and Tory plans
hive alf schools and council estates from local suthority
conirol.

Not to be outdone, Tom Sawyer's union, together
with the new-stvle trendy GMB and the Tewu, have
gone [urther again and drawn up a payv deal [or one

Party conflerence

Lo bt IiH."l W

millinn local authority manual workers which npreTs
wide the door for at least 100,000 redundancies and
the abolition of preminm pavments for overtime and
weckend working: these wnions have surrendered to
competitive tendering without the slightest attempt at
resistance. bhefore the Tories even gel round to legislat-
Ling it}

Small Neil  Kinnock approaches  the
Brighton conference with confidence, and with block

wimder
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votes on the key issues already in the bag.

But none of this means that the struggle is over.

Though reduced in numbers, there 1s 5131l an active.
commitied hard left which rejects the Kinnock line,
and which has become even more determined o fight
om alter the clection catastrophe. Though the hard left
van expect to win few battles this year, its actions and
policics are not by any means irrclevant. Indeed the
speed of the pell-mell dash to the right by the erstwhile
‘lelt’ 1o6 and Fribune group of MPs has caused
something of a crisis within the 10C itself, Four
prominent LCCers, Ken Livingstone, George Gallo-
way, Joan Buddock and Peter Hain have broken ranks
and joioed with three leaders of Labour Lell Liaison to
co-sign a 105-point platform appealing [or a new unity
of the left, This platform makes a welcome change from
the defeatist common coin of the LCC: it ceatres un
opposing coalitivnism; defenee of socialist policies:
defence of black scetions. and opposition o further
witch hunt expulsions.

I'here are some curious omissions from this new
unity appeal: though the document rejects ‘business
unionism’. il fails, cven in the midst of renewed
miners’ struggles, to call clearly for class struggle
methods in the unions: there 15 nn specific call for
nationalisation or renationalisation: there 13 no refe-
rence 1o the local government crisis and the fight
against cuts: and the whele document is angled to-
wards action by a future Labouy government rather
than any kind of fight now.

It remains to be seen in practice whether these are
chance omissions or whether they really reflect the
limitations of the unity on offcr: it is already clear,
however, that the majority of LOC forces are bitterly
opposed 1o this new platform and firmly wedded 1o
Kinnock's approach. The processes of division and
realignment are by oo means complete within the
labour movement.

In this respect then, the actions and words of the
hard left can be decisive in maximising the opportuni-
ties to build a real fighting unity against the Tory
offensive and against the rightward-moving forces of
the Labour and TUC bureaucracy.

For our pari. Socialis Outloak will continue to press
for the broadest democratic unity of forces prepared to
light in practice for action and solidarity on the key
class struggle issues of the dav, With Captain Kin-
nock’s erew now reinforced by the soft-left *Clingons’
um the starboard® bow, real unity of a-mobilised Ieft in
the Labour Party and in the trade unions 15 a crucial
element of the fightback for socialist policies.
*Starboatd: ‘on the right looking forward’ (Oxford
Idetionary): ie om the Telt looking back.
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Outlook for Socialism

| *OUTLOOK FORSOCIALTSM ™ 15 & weekend aof
debate and discossion in London on 14415
November, It will provide an opportunity for
socialists bo examine and diseuss questions like:
® Whal are the main tasks for socialists inside

the trade unions and workplaces? |
® What should socialisis be doing both inside |
and outside the Labour Party? |
® What can and should socialists do Lo dsss) [
and widen the strugeles of the autonomous [
movements of the oppressed? |

® What must we do to help build a united
resistance to atlacks on civil berties?

® What arc the best ways to aid anti-imperialist |
and national liberation struggles? -
® What should be the attitude of socialists to
Gorbachev and “glasnost’ in the Soviet Union?

Speakers will include Ernest Mandel, Tarig |
Ali, Jeremy Corbyn and others from the
international socialist movement.

Registration for the whole weekend is £10.00
{waged), £8.00 (students) and £5.00 (UB40 and
OAPs). If registering before 23 October, £2.00
can be deducted from all registration categories. |

Registration forms and further details can be
abtaloed from ‘Outlook for Socialism’, PO Box
703, London SW2 5TUN.
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prrafale b thie Gaill was the
artark on the USS Stk which
balledd 30 Amaerican sadors. by
the leadr sirforee! For this

Even mnme ]

artark, the Liandns got ms
i the hlame

L'he basee tarts of te Guli
shipiauiy war are simple anrd
sghtforwarnd. The i lor rar
strikes agamst sluppioe o the
Lrull were starmed by the
lrseeyds s o weapon agaifist

a0

Tranman il exports. Whereas
Irani nil nan g0 vaa the
weerland pipebne. all Iranian
Oif-hud o by osea L we

b b enarnine who aains hy
thi* shipping war, we have
srart with rhe hasic facr thatr
withoar Gult shipping there
would be no Iranian ol
exprbls and s a croel bluw
i the Trantan economy

Women revolutionary
guards march in Tehran

ooy Bas béen wredkhed Ly
ihe wars ma Trag lesder
X

for o eewsefive. Ty stoking ups

debarmn Tlussem e desperate

the sitarion in rhe Gl ke

valvulates that pressare will he

Fronidt wp Lo Eram to come
rhe negatiating Luble

Lhe corthiot in rhe Gull

N o TP I TR )
inpariant poleical moemns —
rhe clashis m Mecon berween
Lranan shi'res angd Saul:

sutin prigrims and police, and
the aftermuth ol the Trangarr
acatind b the Uniced Stares:

['be Mecon waidens
sttvngthened the belief among
the Araly staees winch have
linanced Trag s war eflort that
Lran was propanng atlacks
and subwersion againar them

Ler thee Urinted Srares
revelulions a the Irangare
Riaines luave pur pressure on
rhre Reagnn aduunistranion w
show that 10’5 gul sull on
Lesm, Aocs miot have any buck

wide npen fiorrecrinene g Ly
wenuine unkons

ITammond needs Tur
prorecom beespse his role on
Gehall of the emplovers in
Britain &= far from lnished.
Even now rhe £,

lighting m recmnrin
nun-eledirical jobs ranging
froni the Aberdern ol
miclustey e London’s
Annklanads gl rilway.

Dréapare big setbeck ul the
 Hemmaond koows lis is
Uil the dominanr maood
amaong wost union leadors,
The “Willis plan” for a
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with “reevarists’, and ren hodd
I s 54 the

eyt o rellag and iy

Al fWTE TR TS 10

Kuwart rankers was pompsed
at by the F\I.".'I!-_IL.'III

Al eriirst
rallnr=rrEely

ppportimine ta di
ull rhose chimms o auce

I s el atb shommeg up
Mnerica’s potweet aned
Amemica s wileress o (he

e

Wikl o Frame o and
Brain? Al Tharchel
rithaged 1o sencl ine sweepers
I v the Amierlic s, Ly

then Uil o ustdern dnd-sem e
TS W
hateher alwaye Godsa
Tifficuls 1 refiase & sl
Erenin Rh’-ﬁ-.z].

Cibarse an Franee ks

LWy

e bt partly ssa
s France
tradiranally pro-lrige

attiruce, parly nut of & wish
(U deepen Franoe s simmaoring
wad ol thie diplsmeiss witk
lran

Phers mnnw a huege

wrziaeeliv ol western harleshns
i e Gabl Probatdy the vs
harer tclear weapons un the
wskauir ship Crnaduaranal,

U'he scencis beinge qer for s
pilstery clash wile Lrapy; and
has notkims Loda
wirh kreping the Cialfapen Lo
shippimg. which could onfy b
re

L Rt (ST

prbiieved By purting po
anp bring do st o tanhes

31
Socialisrs have nin reason 1a
sapport either Tran or Irag.
Luth resctiomars 1yrannics, 19
U waar. Bul they have eveory
reasony oy dema har

R ragan, Thatcher and Chirac
stugr thieir irnperiulist
intervention i thee Gl

PHIL HEARSE

e SRV Le e union
mvernenr lonks heavily 1o
EETEL -twpit scherice foy
mdividual memhbers: cheap
hndidays, msuraner, and credar
cards — and seeks
subEnTG Capessive
promatiom vicdeos, media

Larmnpaigns and PRowirk for

fighting thi emplovers.

The prerequisite for the
miw approgeh is o avmd 2l
canflicl vo anvehing. T
thit only explanation for why
even proposals lor the 100
wormen "= cleparloent were
toplaced hyva bland stnemenl

FER TS

Erom Norman Willis, vagucly
=ndursing the g of women
Lecbining more ihvalved in
LI 1arov CMentT,

S commieied is Wiklis o
this new approach thar he
Few b hus Amcncan opposite
muwmber, AFL-CT0 chief Tane
Kirkland, o addreys the
congress: e could of counrse
1ell delegates how exactly the
Willis mndel of “Bisiness
unionigm’ has helped
American unions o slomp o
omly 18 per cent of the
working populalion. Is this
theway ol the fulure?

_
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Sacialist Ontlook wants vour letters! 11 you feel moved to write — and we hope vou will —

please try and keep to o maximum of 300 words. Send w: PO Box 703,
London SW23LIN.

Zionism revisited

Prear Comrades,

Thave Landau's letter [ Seoald
Chaffoph XY avimises mv artcly
{Anm-zlonism wl

ant senilisin. — Sacudoe
fiutlapk T1 of vang argumeils
thet Gaey casily shp mto
CONCEESAB0S T0 3nt-Se s
Ly thearole, I asserted thas
A CVErY T, 2T
capitulales o anri-Gemiliso,
anped thar the fight agains
artisep s 15 mseparalily
Lk 1o the Aighl apeaest
snmism.

Diuve asks: ‘wherh I'fT_] ik
Turkie i smying that the
luwieal romchision of zionist
prineiples is o abandon the
fight aguinst-anti-semitism or
whether he is saying the
mionists aolualbydo abways
ahandoen ths semgele. e
means the Larter, he s simply
wrong and this is 5
particalardy pernicions grror.
T be sure, seenons ol the
Fiomist besde rship may fave
plaved & despicable rule i
relation o thi furbl againss
apli-seminam. . But on the
proind zimisls have bern
artively involved insnich
srropufes, aften laving dewn
therr Hees:”

D¥ave writes o “ziauis)
principles’, faionists’, and
‘minmist leadorship’, bae not of

Eilmiaey, AINNEM 15 o el
and st be nnderstood @S
sich, To i o aboat the
Fretiets of individual 7inmists s
i s the point

Un thid crueal peine. it
seend toome that Dave iz
cenfused, Tie states: “there is,
wltiviarely, a defcarise lagicin
the ziomist posilion. . Clearly
wie shoulid stand up aud fight
fr our rights thieeglour the
worrld, " e then e adds'the
picker that rhe establishmen
of & sconre sancluary does
SOPIT A wise precaufion’

Ulsis plave right e the
bancls af Fiomisme Most
giomist idenlogues Bebieve Hhat
anri-semitism is cndemin

among non-jews. Accordingly,

siomism Lelieves rthar when
fared wit anti-semitism, [Cws
sherled pot waste rme fpghrime
thiz [newrahle) racier, Tt
should simply emgrate 10 frhe

e e ]

pewdsh homeland ™. Lo vt
warrehk, thie probdens will b
“arlved Dy segresalion,
rxacehy s the racians
revomnnend, Whilst tedicidua!
sty nray fighs
AanL-seminsm, zomisa e
raediogy clearly does oot
Finmiam’s resparie T
Anti-sematism g one of
capinlation, Moreover, the
ratianelisanom of e
eolanization of Palestine at the
expense ul s Aral
inhabitants has creaed an
slvalogy and socry whiclels
raciar v the wor. AnTl-riua
s rriss (oF support — ar
any level — “the jewish
hormedand” (the ‘seclry
st lgary” Phave Lplks aburady
11 b mrvsnbtion (o
ann-scmitsa T he fate wl

Building a class struggle

Diear comradns,
L.. une ratilErions oo Secodic
Outlonk, Althoupl 1 don’t agree
with rveryehung woaf, rhe
general 1one is hith readalbile
and mlurimaisie

I was partiealarly inlereseed
by puints raised inoarticlis
wiatlen by John Listey znd
il Tlearse, Anie Somers and
Perer Smuills concenmraring on
the mdusirial =sues faging the
British working elass and the
trade wrsions, e particalar

I enevsrely agres with
curmraces Taster anu Hearss in
e picer Prepormy thie
liphthark’ when they argoe
thar the lels maust boald inoa Ler
e serous Grshion inside the
trade union arganisationg—
pot least hocanss al thear
wlluenee wirhin the Labou
Party

Tt has been frustranng o see
the drilt towards the nghe ol
umens ke NUTPE witioual
there being a sastaioed aad -
girlinated eppostticn from
whale secaons ol the lefr

The 5r_|-i_:'||||‘:|.‘| “hard lelt’
inside the T.abmar Fary
appenrs tohave oored such
developmenes, bt i such
plerme g ure erions b

jews il
terseparable from the ight.
sloguside all pestecated
ol ps and progoessve

piraplis, agains FarEm dod
fasisn.

['livrese anoiher olear
illvsrrarion nf Lave’s
o fusban, Whilsr ApTenip
thot there is aee racial
SOOIy AL EsT Thy
world's L pillinm jows, Lave
takes jmsue wirh me {ur
Gl o meridion thas “the
colomial |J,r_-;;-p]1_' dernnt hive o
wmperialist oinetand, Phie
absenve of gy homeluod i3,
alier &l precisely why they
are there! Ul iperialis
peweers lur whorm they ure
ellecively @ coloniul prossy ars
counTries with wloch mnst

Taraelis hiye ao historical

movement in the unions

rebatlding the loft they must
o pricringe the building of &
lelt cureent wirhin the
struciures pf the umons,

Such z lele curiert mist
whictever Pu:..sihh: he e
whilsr as the same ome
allmwing lur frafrmal critkcism
upd chebate withing, Teadencis
wirh npposing wswpoins
wortild still L afforded
appirtanitics ro raise e
publicly without demandmeg
thiae cnber groups lollow soit.

Secorndly, the vrganised lel
in the uninns musi he based at
Llgstage LR e ACTIVISS
parher rhan hanelfuls ol
incividual waion members
whase privnily bs' peddling thei
viersion ol left \{\'i'.'lg pl_‘lf]L‘i.c’"_‘ al
rhe exclugion of bailding
constiuchive Tefi opposiion,

Lhibrdly, ‘where the Lefl is
cruagised 1tomust be propared
v challenge the rmghe, dic

pppaminists, amd e careeTiss

arevery Teael ol eacly umni’s
arrnctire; at branch,
divisinmal, district, reginmal
anid naricpal levels, This will
reuire patient work Furowill
prove to be the bese defenee
against aitempls 1 witrhhunt
incdivindal soeivists on the lofe

IR i AR R b} ‘Y‘h:]l'\l":\ L=l |

Chace aeiin, Pave 3
plaving dmo sionism’s Hards
The abwowve torally ignres the
el of rhe ZhiTist Jualshaw
witlin rhese connteics o bong
alarr the Lepach amne. Anal
anvway, A prws do o
CORSLILMLC A T — i POIAT
whicl borh Thave aod T agred
— whiy shepeld v have a
“hormilurd" "

I am jowesh ot Lo oot
religious. A5 @ niarxsl I
comaiiler Jipdalsin peanrinmry
Ty miind, mavkism il
punidaisn are cpiire
conpatible. Tlowever, Trlo
not Believe, becanse Thave
rejeet el judinsin, thar T Rave
refeteid [ewish history or
jevesstculture
Juohn Turkie

lir "hrmgnr the wnni meo
dhizrepane’

Finally a lexible approddh
prinsr b addupied rowards
adhereis (0 COPONMYIITLIE
and staliust rendencies.

Phie Lo o hifrerfy divided,
pried (i omly thing thiat
apprats e keep e vanous
fretinns togetier is o common
frar ofwhat tiey pereive
be Trovikyisi, Nevertheless
spme elements which don’
apgree with Tromshysm van
pliv @n acnve and even
Leweking role inside aowned et
rsLeeA ey

It 1s the bulb of srade anion
Arrvists ul ronk and file level
whir di nuot adhere 1o any
e us such and who can
have dlusians e lete-gounding
uniun leiwlers ar rhe present
who will be looking for
answers wien tho Tory awacks
un et and rheir membess
tntensifv over the next pericd
They will turm away from
those who nrged them o
Nighren their belly aod swait 2
Lithanr virtory™ but will they
wurn tathe nrgamsed =il for
solurinns?

Sieve Dawe

Bormondsey. London
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I HE
thi are

HA' sirike miarks a pew arag (o
wrthieicd i
South Africa. The black South African
labowr movemnent ha

le tgainsr the

omigly shoulder-

ed thr responsibiaiiey af izt [:]3':- n thr

hiberatinn st
I'be three week long Souh Afriean

niiners | slrike came 21 the livad af 1he biggest

ikt wave in South African hizrney £ The
[ e immhrs TR
more workers than e 2440 000 membership

e MU DL was pree

eecded !'.l:r' the second
COSATU conjgress (10-19 July)  which
[RRIEACNTICA  Iore thn HOLE O OrgEanisen]
wurhers and in wlich the %M played o
leaidipe roje

Chy b other gide sf (e mines dispute
wore  rangod  Anglo-Aenerican, Souds
Adrica’s higgrs corpuraan, o

her st

rniparies (mwstly Hocish-
- — like Cronanbiga

I Cenldficlisy in

South Adrican chamber of mines;

CompEAnivs e r_—'-'|.‘":|F-'\.'.i'.-:-' FITE T

refinting and oexport of eold und eoal

CHpresel

v M oper cenloand 1) pEr ceny

respectively of the volume ol Seorh Alnca's

vxporls.” Bekind clinmbser  of e

st Le siate

The oclatve andepondence ol Sonrh

¢ by business  sedter  lrom the

partheid regin las I_u:..'.'|-|'| vk

E= fhan

pre sl clamed, ' | wirine the s

vet: I weore 1
vabeil, The sole ol

6,000 dre pow oo the Hoe, Such i the

nfers were k at I

and mure thun HY an

LR l:llll 2l Cerrpans I_j"\'-\.l'"

stricean i r puladic exnrersions ol disrasy
leir the reecases of the apirtherd rreue
se, COSATL his

imsasied thar the Big corpara

Since its foondig congs

15 CaATHEO

sirvive withieut the drate Aneln ieritan
private sy qand e South Aftean police

arrac kel T ekt ] T T

I||'."'|.'".' .'|n|-| atter AR I_P i TETRIO

megune ar Klerksdnrp haiewl 78 strike

CLLIEImiLEs et

b CAMENI Y. |
matider, L hese lacrs speak for themselves:
The recent upsuree in trade union aotvy
makes the dovisious ul Lhe enp ECEA
pnrress citreine]

ws aboar the contenr of sopu (K1)

v osigneficant,  hiere are

XS Iy

thiey were cerraunly = definire

A new stageinthe oo
iberation struggle

The recent South African miners” swrike demonseraced (bt the

OO B LR Y 3w 3 (LY} |'Il||-IE'_' I ||'_|'\_-!r|<'d

I rheTiefirs WUET TR [EERTRT

TERATL aEsernlded nn | [ tly,
b b ranion movement

substantialy oo

wich

black working ¢lass is in first place im the liheration movement, A Pt 5 - g

thian il was 3 s
W el P g : ‘ : L ) S R e comoress in 1085

lew weeks Dielore The sorike |__JI;"1_{;[[|. RITE {-"'."I-.lj".-'.'iji'l.-1|ll_}r'| of Soiith wlor .I N che-d NN i

B jursly hall o ol varkerk § e asmeTse

'_'\1:5"-3-” .]-I'ﬂd& L”-]‘:-:'H?‘ |(:{_jh "'.\.T-L | breeled ir:: secno COTITess arlie e vegrarored  as  opart of the
BRIAN HERON argues that the congress recoonised the leadine R . B efichne o]

alnunsr d This IneTrase I

role of the ‘-‘-O:'kir!'._z cliass m the sirucole against the apartheid tie quire  remarkalile
regime, and thar the adoption by GOSATL of the Freedom
“ el Jnidd bieen it ha

Charter should b understaomd within this comext, Tur i the interyeming periocl

Levause the rest ol the organised liberntion
by repression

FASATL fdell lgl pot wscaped. COSATL

hewaar ol |||,|||||'-I dewn  Cand s vieral

contradictory currents in the trade unions have emereed in the
Hrocess pronainene rrade union leaders had been  F

9T A i 1y
SOCLALISECAUTIONIE ne'd  SaptenibetiDctobes 1987
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goided (the nsase importane being Moses
Mawekiza, now  geaeral
COSATU s second largest affiliate, NUNEA,
with 136,000 members).  Sigoificantly,
Mavekise was: arrested for his role m the
Alexasiclra pownship commuttes. ke Unloed
Pewoeratie Frone Hag Bad 43 of it exeranee
ter bearers delalned. Many of the most
important DYV affibates have
effectively  paralvsed and the mass rent
sirikes contimue ar a moch lower level of #n-

geererary o

been

ordinanon

T faer ie 18 the trade upron movement that
hzs had the only subsrantial break-through
apainst the siare of emergency, SARHWLU's
viclory agrinst the South Alvican |ransport
Servicesan June, atter a batter sirike was 2
retnarkable rxample ol the health of the
14 imoaths of stane

movement even alter

TOHCESIND

THE TRADE unirm mrvement s bedrock of
urpanhsatini and relatve social homogenesy
fras forced o ainto Arse place joothe lheranon
mvrment. A peneril retviar by the popular
movement bt a peler resiseance oo the
caae of the CRASATL
the COSATU congress. Lt
piiint @f vicw that the tongress adedressead all

unmnmg set the scene {oy

T thar

Wile
the wam issues ol Lhe [iberaticn strugple:
The answers siven mark a new siage 1o the
ideolopical mammey ol the Soully African
rev]

Moat prominend jo the press coverage of
thee comeress’s dectsians” was the resolauon
saken on sanctiong Goncerm wie capresscd
sbonl zaneriona taking o more prolonged
chatacier than midally covisaged and, m
any case, haviog a largely gnsmetic rule,
AIVIDG W disvuise the contmoed complicely
i meernutional big business with agarnhod
while al the same time ireaening hlack
workers' hard won empliyment righrs.

Many had belwved that the
CRAMpAlgn Wi short
perspective lor the overrthrow of aparthend
which  was embiraccd WJE'&'.IT i 149834/5
lnstead there appeared o be an lncreasing
price o be paid by Bk workers throngh a
long drawn omr process ol terpational
pressure, [ollowed by disineestingnt and sell-
s o Soath African capital. I'norhar regard
COSATU avoded an uncorincal approsch
They noted

SANCTIONS
term

parr of &

“‘Sancnoms wnl disinvesrment have beoome
the major fortm of international pressure
againgl Lhe Serth Adricin racidl regiome.”
Bul they added,
‘aplecrive sanchions packages as o currently
applied will nor he effective against capital o
the swne; they can cause scrious regiomal
unemplovment and they dfton serve the
intereats of the imperialisi stares rather than
the South African working class.’
and rhat
¢ without the participation of the working
clags and s allies in the siruggle; sanctions
by themselves will nnt bring  abow
fundamenial chanpe

“L'he organised wirking class in Suvuth
Africa have mot had control of seoctions
rampaigns.’

#/
FTda
Ll YT
LTI
THrgrias;
THRFST 7
i dds;

Geold mine, Reedepoort, near johannesburg

toTsA vl £

whes mla peandatomy sameriems

clated deriimeds  rfecirding

and  wll o

contrul e anvesiment, busimess v s and

&0 oo But ao mimrssn o dmsimnestienr
“piminented

Phasifivessmenr a2 s et guireen] g B
ilti-nananal  cdnpicice TS THTED i
vathing more afn U Py g i
which  oleen allusss Thes i ANWE N

incrense thea suppoat for the fogime

aipts L T i

iy stttk plag

wrsare that whers 4

companies st gaer LANEAT adig

npmiee al thvie oot ol oet of Sonh

Adrigaesw that hona fide negpidunns can take

plare

Ehis sarne ivaliran alae miakes ¢ loan s liprs

s 3o priariry Hes dor lnrermatioe

toapeartied

W L 35

Ty et (i the 2sdial woalile gl Suuth
Alrici zenoin s the properry of the progsle
South Atieg tor the benetin il —

AT 13l wy Lhe ot

senial e =aadidarir

A% TOr Tl [ TR L3

fhaticirial

vierory sl P s

artipn A
Oheruton:.  hi
EUTRAN) ot

A mpgol srep was taken wlsounn Namibiad

Four Numoligin  nlbess o oars
curremtdvonm ssrtkes despite the hoanbings
Beatings and, ot pecenthy the wliolesali

wiiesrs o dnagn awml s A leadirs The
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ng lor an ncrease i o

miners are g s
vatez Tirinsh based Beand

'_"\-I;II_| an hour wi
il Cinldbiclds are the emplovers
vedr  NLTADSA

Ciorsnlid
wurked  with
rztahlish a

Farly in the
Mampilian  Lrade
Mamihiun mectalwerkers umion. Today the
Sourh Afrran trade union movement is
raking rhe with far N
arech |'|rr.-:]_i:|'_-_|_' Cosa L declated s

Wnnnmsts o

lead wn sinibinn
action i the
Woark

anra

i tor take solidarcity

prEpiue rn
Matomad  Ulmon of
anv of its affillares came uncler

*amihian EFs 3T

it e rmplovers, the intcrm puppeor
adminzsiracion or s Soeth Adncan ma
This [HISAL Filaist
advaperd orgamizanon in South Africa on
i the Namibian

tors,

fakes formally, the

COmATY . appears: 1w be
i leadl more gencrally o
decidesd 0 join the
TIninms;

Srmidarly.
derermimnen] Lo e
Al has
Crrparizarion. of  African Trade
LA

Lit It

explamming it 1% part of

perahst strugples [oughs by the
1] \1”:':'1!':3;_11_“1_

" thie &
workinp class

Plslippines, Angala and many arhor parts of

Snlvacdur,

the world. i striggle againat apartheid
and cxploitadion 15 also a srroggle aganms
imperalism and neo-colonialism

AT reallicined. ps

Al the same o

vppostlion. 0 fointiee cither of the o

inrernarsonal teace amen fedérariondg whilch
CONTEIC the world trade
DTW ST

o sphs FAEE

MOVeTmenT Mozcow  and  the

rApiralisT wesr

Oy other ducsrniong, COSATL taak & real

programimatic Iead. A oresaliunon an the

mgation of domestic workers into 2 new

ate Let “wiarnen workers ex

perience both expli ooas i ke rsT
UL Pressien @ wornen and rhar Black women

in tha bass

ire further discrininated aga
It concludes with the necessity "o
I CSATL
wnrkers 1n

i}

nf rare

encoirage  all focads ward atler

structures  fn dnvnlve women
gronral and domestic workers in partualar

an active uvelvement o Che alTatrs

af, CHASATT

A TIATOT T 3TE[1 WK taken

regarding the unemp Unempl

2 MO runr'.j:u:' al @i estrneted

ERTIEn T

per cenlt
wenong blacke: CI2AATLE hees: el ped
LWL

isroleved wirkers g

th winn has bBeen csrablished  Swher
groaps  of anomploved  have - organisod
themselves, they jare to) be n nhse

st with full speaking cighes in adl cosaTy

SNPGRS

WIS RECORD oL is perha
e British A

¥ EUTTIEISING
W orker

|
il foacrmals like

regiser such d when thes
resals Gl COSATU s decomd
fEir Worder suidd thean thé |

v Do

FONE e
SAE

with the adop
Cilearier

federann

m L

Friedom
el 1y fur the
an,  “the Freedom Chiarter s
i1 warkaors

itz the

Tt wases
R E =

rorhing

prelits 1 e pot a socialise

dorument anrd ifs

sramils v sharp

inher 1967

A F R I @

The umplicaticn is cléar the dee
the zecondd congress, woadoept the Freedom
Charter, was-a step backwareds
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Warger enrirehy misses:

The congress had guest speakers oom the
UDF amd SAYCO, ile recently  organisen
wviuth wifitiare, These speeches were ab-
golurcly explicit an: whar was o requinnd
from rongress. Here arg some remarks from
the SAYCO represeniaiive.

"This dehare rovnlves aronnd the question
whether or not the workers In COSA LU miast
sdope the polincal direction set out in the
Freedom Charter or lolluw what is called the
working class programine, While finel
this debale Uppoiiant wie 2l find 5t very
gueer for the follvwing reasons.

“13 T he wirking rlass charter doss oot vet
It 15 arill'a myveh = w0 what i contains.

W

CRIZE
B sl people discass whether oe pot to
aropr 1t

3y The idea ol the workers' charter has
Ut no urigin bdny known demncrate smic-
tare. All indications: show thao e 18 the result
af @ vory secref raucus not accountable o
any democramic structure both undergronnd
and abwowve board.”
The speaker from SAYEO proclaimed
“The guidelines lor the palitical direcrion of
coEat L were Jal chown firmly by the delegs-
tion that et with the ane last year, which
rheviegh the COsATL general secrotary. onm-
rade Jay Naiduo acknewledged the leader
ship of the aNCGon the present phase of sur
revulutioiary devefopment.”

Ahmrr hall of the SAY00 speakers’s speech
was rmade up nf praise for the South Alrican
Clommunisr Parey, breaking at lmes o
astenishing’ named attacks on some of s
relatively nhsrore enemics oo the lelt

“The workers of South Africa do nar neced
B du (ulreadly) have a polincal parre of
their gwn anid thar consistenty and correctly
srandds for the national dernocratic righis and
sociahist mghits ol our people,’

o priges for guesaing which!

AT senr & relemetisage o the conpress,
romgrarafanng CORATU on it rele bul mik-
ing it very plam that it would be a greal ermor
v adopt any sort of soctalist programime.
Uhere could e go doubit abour the message,
RIS T Ly

The ‘problem” that had given immediate
rise 1o these sterm sirictored from the South
African Communist Party and s vardous

lies was the resolution adopted at tie feun-
ding conference of NUSMSA on 33 May, Liks
thee NUN, o Rad submired i vesolunion m
the COsATL enngreas. This reanhrion ! alan
cufled for the adaprion of the Frecdom
Charter; “the Freedom Charter 1s also a gond
fuumdanion stone on which we start building
cur working olass programene.’ The dil-
[erence in approach o the NUM s resofutiun
wils L Qne TMparTant respectd
“the prganised working clags can only take
the lrad in the strogple #ir has a clear gro
gramme and ains which clarily exactly whin
in wanted Dy the working class and whar 15
meant by thelr demands.”

NUMEA decided that oll union structures
should disruss the proposed content af this
workers” palitical programme. Nt contan

10 with ceneral statcmenrs abous socialism,

T F

]

NUNMSA wied v encover the peed for e
muvemnenl te disoass and propare i workers'
Charter around which the workers’ goals in
the revniuminn could be focussed and whick
wontld  sateguard the  workers' muovemment
frovm neher social forces on the programasasc
and weslogical level, Tris perhaps nor sue-
prisitiy Ul gihven the barrage of opposition
which we have indicated, the second largest
affiliare ro COSATU could nut lind 2 seconder
for 1tz resalutive in the congress

The first consequenee of the atmosphicrs
producerd by these develnpments was oh-
vinus before the cangress mer For aome, the
adoptionr of the: Freedom Charter gave an
ideologica] edge to the basis for the trade
vinion mowvement's alliances. ™

‘Thus linkages crealed dho ot take the Jorm
ol the relaticnship between Uity Movemen,
and COSATU or NUM for rhar maerer; b
they are linkages broween hasic organs of
mass aotiviam whicrh are indizpensihle for
aur stiuggle 25 we move tooan alternative
society. Membersol the' Llnity Movement or
AzapD or any other ahsoure crganisalion ae
nont hanned from participatingin the smag-
gles of our people.’

Euarliey I the “same  inremaew,  Clyril
tamaphosz, the head of the NN, said,

At a palitical level the Freedom Chartor has
been adopted as o guwiding docuimnent and i
there & an organisation which = viglently
oppused] 1o the principles of the Freedom
Clyarter our mombers wonld fnd i verey dil*

ficulr tm regeard thar as & progreasiveg
orgdnisarion with which they conid gerinmn
alhance.’

Sarneare temprcd by rhede Tiets o cludm that
s 1 has hecome donvinated by the line
nf the SACE 2nd its supporrers. At this stape
yuch a claim wouold be false. Theo acruasl
mectianies of the decision making reveal no
‘vpup’ falthough the ‘charuss” were ob:
winusly very well prepared . and organised).
There were no vast lavers of support (or e
FarT as such. Rarher, a srrong ok was con-
structed  between  the anel the
largest delegation at the congress, the Nus
he dim of this allfaoce was not the
atircaligahle rake-over of COSATY bue rather
the isolaton of the 'workers” charter’ pas-
thon, This they effecrively achieved. NUMSA
will now have roatmuggle hard for legilimacy
m’ the wider miovement for thear position
Further evidence that the SACP did not ger

‘rharnars

evervilung its own way s nod bared o find
Mast explicit is the rejection of the vpen ap-
peal wade by a guest speakor for COSATU 1w
take “its nghrful place’ 10 the Uk

“We ure that the workers as a sector shonli
bnld topether with other sectors such as
pesidlents,
United  Dheangvratic

‘_-"U'i.l[l:i. WOLILETl, elc., @ =GNy

Fromt  which  masr
bevore the first phase of building nauoenal
undty againat apartheid apd  imperialism
Thiz request shoald be a conscious decision
nf CORATID which nsgre Thart
workers take their riphtivl Ieading posinem of
the mational politics '

Y rh
(sic)

CcosaATL ovimeshy felr ot had already Luken ais
rightful positidn. "COSSTO mus remadn do-
dependent and oot aflilizare’ o any palineal

nrganisatien within the democratc soiouesle
in Spuch Adrica at the preseni e
was e final vlause of the resplunan which
adapted the Freedom Charter.)

There are many reasons why e pressure

{1 s

ol the SATP and the chartlsts should be par-
ticularly fefr ar this time. The genoral
downriom and the concomuant coliapse of
the ‘wvictory in the shorl term’ perspective
has allowed conditbans for the 2aiiP 6 define
the debare 1inits ewn mnee tradinonal remms:
BOTH® EXGLIST  spraking and,  nnw,
wiriksaner sectors have fractmed 2way from
the Matanal Party consensus and detend a
negotiared setflerment. Under Slabers, the
afmkiimers et the ARG I Theca n Julv,
{Buch mectings areinevicable ina prolonged
strugile nf rhesort thar the ANC 1= invelved
wirh and there was noching publistied alow

the Lhwa meeting which wonld sinclbeate L
the AaniT hodged ftom s pasition {ur
rovalutinnary matiemnlis af
aparthield regime rulher than a negon

e rthiprs

setrlemant. )

Inevitably, hiwever. in the conrest af the
mvesterl wirh
thie
winrld s press: [r sesmed impormant (o somoe
Souch African leaders o detatch any sacialis
that

deswntarn, this mesting was

slrateric sdpnificancs, aod nol juse by

ubjecuvey lomn demoriie ey 8nd
such dn spprozch spened e door e an
allianes wirh seernrs of the white ruling oiass
ity Spurh Afriea, Inothis light 10 appearced
doubily tei the South

Alrican teade uniun mivwemient, pow decupy

impurian prevetil
ing cencre stage 1o the libersuen seugyle;
embracing openly a
hluding diemseracie  and
soctalist demands uod raising he guesti
whirh rlzss:s 1o rule?

Léss amporiant b tie SACT dffensive ane
the warions arreinpts (none af which has

reanaitionul type pro-

gl tineh

sirmnflcant sapport ) o eslab 2 wiprkiors®

SOTIALIST OUTLOOK nod  Seplombé i c-aber 1987




lelt of the 3A0P. Up to now this
and

purty i the
kas been scommpantest Oy
sametimes deeply svdrarian arrindet towials
the mass muvement, including the rrade
pmipns. Nevirtheless the SAUP has reacted
least il

sltimarnsr

vialently o these efforss, not e

PHIRAT cumuress itaell

o tbsad rhe reee r Izunch-

fris) b e R
ed soocalled sodialisl workers pary s a
pincley conplomesarion of white intellectuid

-z holos of the (name ) boeed who have

eI | Ty ar

theiy

.,-|._. rerord ol |\-'|'|1'r|r:-:J vl
disfimguished by ome  thing,
sipe st net-Sovietisin and they haold in

alempt Lhe mational appression of black
praple wh haye spilled. g much blueed

TIEHiLs
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| he rrade e
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wveiene e . pobirical

ttivns {which see g hi ) Arrein-

H R LSy

evitalaly 1nEufficient woadilress (he probilein

pulitical power. From th

ol view, the rrade unionos ez
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i anrssicde analyses, perspor
grammes, Losbuukl beo rlear
evidence o e congress: hawever

[ire-
fromn the

that tie
al struggle over the dowsre ol the
South Alrican
thian the revalonon iksell

Which brings oy Back e the currenn s
ol strikes. In May uned Jupe of this vear, 55
different campanies Leed udoustsl actinn of
sopne sort throughout South Africa, A na-

rovolution = e e over

tenal dispuce between the meal indusery
ancl NUMSA wings  HBehind
thian, these strikey 317 geneTanng a huge
Support-relave ol

watlts in the

arrikn support machine
every kind @re springing up o service the
sicikes; A oW perspeclive o the armcd
izplared  {if

evien  béen

giing  Leyond  the
actinns b

strigglit
popilar] miliary
hinted ar, "t conselidare and extend workersy

definee to prowet the [ives and property ul

thiousands ol vur leaders who oday  Tace
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brutal acceck Trom viudantes and other ann-
democranic forees
Thie stk wave |

a new phase of (e
dtpiggle m South Adrica. As this phase un-

tolds, all e unspswered guoestians will Le
o The warkers themsaelves
reapen the discassion  an
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rather flowing directly {rom  their ox-
The meeds ol L steg
gripping Soadi - Aliea will raise niw prge
bBlems ol workers' self-cletonoe as srawe fo
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"workers’
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Time of
destiny

CHARLIE VAN GELDEREN
reviews a new bool on South
Africa:

Murray, So
e af destiney,
F50n

SOTH AFRICA and apartheid have been
T

mierenitbently, lor the pase gwo de-
arbess, Whienevier e dupmand fesenemnnt of
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in the Capham pmwibos, thishook pee
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5] Adrica oo eot

psites. [0 beglos by puttisg
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whie b et of thy

Henul context. expl

wiorlel goo an Sarh Adnea
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The imwe-melauonshipoof the Seach Adrcan

cranay wath arernarional capitalism s
rravnmial e uidersrandine the corront sima-
riom

Clak;. b TIHE

=1 thar e Wepohlic nf Someh Adri-

milexinal gant with the mest

i

wlviniesd sedpamiv in the while Zontinent,
with the oldest and Tareest bizck nanonalist

| y, aned atharel o frarth pene-
raron urkanized Black peolerariag, s U Iill'lzf-
cim South Advics where majonry rule

OV T AN

CRLTHTY
b lished? Souily African hi-
stary shosws that the black peaple there huve
At heen lwking in combarivity and orga-
ateed, s well as sporadic, revole Yer, m
superiicial ohservars, e stare seems (o be in
vulncrable: Trom (e birth of e ANC . m
VLR, tivenagh the rise and full of the 1CU i
this 102 the defianie vampatgns of the
100w throuph Sharpeville and Sowetn; the
nunoriy-ruled srarn his coicrged deated but

s mot heen esti

apparently, irremovable

As Martin Murray lays hare thie dynamics
nf thee current sicaatdon, this dlusion — for il-
pives place w e reality of 2
within jpeasuradde nme,

busiio ot is

vondlict i wihich
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Black township

the farces: of liberamon will emerge viero-
s

smd un
weaith, cnm-

South Alrive'Setenomiv puwer 1870
twi faetors — rhe vast mmeral
parehic anly 1o the Sovier [Tniom, which has
providesd the primitive scoumlason forthe
developiment of ninnalaciering tnddsiry and
the mndernsanon ot agroalnirg and the res-
rrer of cheap black labour which hay assured
the vast super-profits o diract cupiltul nvest
et Aparthend, the altinaie e
Lthe: “colour bar” which precednd v, was ro b
the gnarantar for the pecperoation of this
svarermn ol cheap lubonr,

St rerrirorial sesrewios
aparthed
pamad Purty ceglme. Lis corac) stofeis rhn
1015 patvés' land act, ariginared by rhe
‘Tihoral” Cieneral Sr

oeciy ol

15 basic Lo

Phes, ol gourse. aptedales e Na-

rts, whicdy ser asede 12

percentol ragmented fand areas for thiv
per cent majority of the popularion, Ieaving
the remaining 87 por eenr for the eeelusive

i) k-

use ol the white mminoer Lhas st owas

corme the bedrock onowhicle Yo oe

2 & L4

ception of ‘grand apartheid” was o be buili
These land fragments are nosy designarard 3s
the sn-called "homelands" for the blacks.

Murray describes liow conditios i Uisse
‘homefands™ have stoadily detevioraned, Las
ahle o support thomsacives throngh fsrming
aclvitics, the peuple huve been compelled o
seek work elsewhere and, prinopalle,
towng The resultng hlack urbamsanon
perhaps rhe mosl IMpoTTant socik economic
phenomencn in South. Al durmg the
post- 1948 eea.” Today, ‘urban black resi-
dents accouwnt for appresamazcly 30 poraeng
at the total merropalitan popalagon of Soarh
Alrca

Il author sums up rhe basit whech has
sristained the aparthoid: regrme
wen as follows: the wadening ot the domestir

LI
1%

MCCCEILEE A

economit base cavsed by rapid incdusicializa-
te wed the allendant cxpandion of feglomas
corerciil networks: sccond, rhe deepenimg

of wrternal econele structores by corple-
menting the periphoral agra-minsral extracr-

&5 1T

T growtd pol

pve seciorsow il fanioeens

e

£

| [ e dg

wanulacturing. and  comomeree — thorehy

hringing fourh Adroica’s veonimie strocmers

Fone il

mare in hne
rhi g

sl ikl ol

ath the metropoli

alist warrld eeonoiny; aod, tued, the

doraltal

(AT T
cieeratalisalion,

Az Karl Marz nored aver TO0 vears age.
thi growth of indusaral capicalisem provioces

a2

vie thirer
The currenl explosive silualion o
th-Alnca i1 iving proet of this

the budustrial yrede-

in the new wiave of unrest,
pelitical and economic
demands are intertwined’

Uhe formation of the blark rrede uniong i
thie ks ingrodient ino the grovad ol black
working class militaney Tlus matusation

flipor malitaney was pasalleled Ty rhe
movement in

development ol o hupe mnEss
e twnships and inothe sch
1 1& agamesr this coomomic and  politcal

harkgroand thar Mactin Muoarray dissecis the

rear struggles. He also pries oo graphie

goserpron of the nae ro polincal peowor pf the
afrikancr Natnnal Patry in 190 and the

(518

mminggs of ‘wrand apurthend” which wis

desiened o conizobidaie winle mule aad afo
karer donnnation warhin the white minn

¥
Bul Suuth Alrica’s rapad economne growt
{from 9481770 srennd only o JTapan) was
vndermiming the very foundanosns of apar-
theid. Lhe lust-expanding  industrics g
rise uaan insatable densand for ibwsar, “This,
rovnhined - wirh the poverty o the

huome
lands’ was driving workersanto the orban
ghertims despite nesrricnive legssdauen, Sch

s developod within the roling National

Parvv. A worlipee” faction smereed with 2
eeformast strategy, advoeasmg marko-
arienten conmamie growels, the relaxanion of

rewervation and the provision of joh-

Traminge lar wane-eamets,

The
soentunder |B Forster s leadership Gime (o
the tore under the premiesship of PW Bocha
‘represented s pobitical programme thar
aimned nol ooly 1o restructore the dominant
s forees hor also o forge new loomes
i feminmesation relied npan
murket torces dhap o oomalised Tadical dis
poalion v sconre houraenis rale
These eeonomiic and polincal factors gave

“roeal straregy’ doctnine whach,  na-

(TTS

il BRI R

iy by the maependent black tade unions
It risle  wmion Labni
relorms’ only Jegitimiscd existing sor
Trade umion rights “were areair
throngh shop-floor bacdes, Villegal™ stokes,

Wiehahn anl

1
|

Lurgs
and soorth’ 11 was the prowth and) vipa-
wised strvne il of e Crache wakibns, (sl
with the soceessful liberaton sirugeles of the
Portugness colomics-rn the north which gave
s T The mov-

fresh tmpetis and cohesie
mcntaf revolt in South Alrica after Sowero in
1876
winch Jed tan inlletonary spirl ol surogig
Lo prives, strply erepsed reols, elecirin-

Cronncieding with an economic ¢risis

itw il gasprices 2 SR, in the aiw wave
and eoomann demands

af anrcar, paline:

were mTermwaned

The vvenrs Murray anaivses huve breg
chroniclet elsewhere, but never as concisel
The difterence
strugele and previous rev-
Aller Sharpevalle, & stant

e b

25 in shis voluoe b=

fwien the cderent
alrs is nnderined
af emervency suceesslully jnoodueed & de-
carde ol guiescence by banning organisarions
(ANC, PAC) and arreating o few charisndai
ledders

Todav thar itz norothe case. As Mastin
Murray pus 31, “soral violence has ecome
sit rourinised and eodemde i the rownships
that ir appenrs o hiive evibeed mo e “nor-
mal” state of allsirs’. Hecoonclodes char oo
the profoured ;-xp{::i-l‘l‘lrl' i pirched aned bl
dv canfrontanioms hetwesn wcreasingly pola-
mscd aptaeoviisss seems 10 have conyinred
grow g numbers oo both-sides. thar 2 milir-
ary test nf srrengih and will 33 herh an ana-
vobdable and lncvirabile outcome of the conti-
muntE pulitical nnresy”

SOCALST OUTLOOK ao 3 SaptambarDiiake: '9ET




After the miners’ strike

SOCTIALISTS who were united in their
golidarity behind the hervic sirike of the
Mack miners in South Africa will now be
debating the vuteomie of the dispute.

Tt would be casy but mistaken (o write
off the strike in the couland gold felds as
simply 2 defeat.

Defeat it certainly was. The minersare
hack down the mines. 30,000 of them
have becn sacked with no sther means of
livelibond to fall back on, although ee-
purts suggest that some are hring
rehired. They did niot get the 30 per cent
agrose Lhe board wage increase they de-
manded,

The chamber of mines, headed by the
Anglo-American colossus, was prepared
to mike some concessions — an im-
proved package on holidays and death
benefits. With the death of more than 60
black workers in the Welkom mining dis-
aster the day after the relurn Lo work,
this larter concession may brming some
sinall  compensation Lo the surviving
relarives. Bul the abrupl wav in which
the strike came (o an cnd by decision pf
the SUM leaders and without. it seems,
reference back to the rank and hle has
uot helped to consolidate the sirengths
that the strike had shown,

The NUM, only five years old, suc-
ceeded I bringing out pver 300,000 mi-
ners, and keeping them out for 21 days,
despite the brutal intimidation of the
state and the thugs mobilised by the
mine-ovners. This was the higgest strike
in South Africa’s history. hithing at the
very beart of the ccomomy, lts size and
durability shook the bosses. As Jay Nai-
diw, general secretary ol Lhe COSATU
union federation put it: * The strilee has
transformed the [ace of labour relations
in South Africa’.

Why then did the strike fail? And how
should we undesstand the sudden deei-
ston of the leadership ta eall it off2 The
dispussion wall g0 on over this, and
further information will help us assess
the siteation that faced Cyril Ramaplosa
and ‘the XUM leaders. However somo
[actors arc already clear.

The employers had this time prepared
for a real battle. Alter years of cushion-
ing themselves in the belief that the hlack
wurkers in the company-controlled eom-
pounds conld not be unionised, they rec-
ogmised a change in the strength and
mood of Lhe NUM, They stock-piled
unprocessed gold are nnderground to he
used when productinn was cut. - They
were ready for potential losses of £100m
or more, secured by the bumper profits
from Lhe risang gold price {in much the
same  way a5 British Coal and  the
Thatcher government were preparcd to
lose billions to confront the NUN),

The Sputh African ¥uM had oo finan-

cial reserves, Siriking miners got no
strike pay. The Reserve Bank had taken
sleps to block any forcign financial aid 1o
the strikers. Also hanging over their
heads was the threat of the sack, and the
knuwledyge that Lhere were tens of thou-
sands of poverty-stricken uncm ploved in
Lezotho, Botswana and the “homelands’,
among them many ex-miners with the
necessary ikills, ready to take their jobs.

Despite its growth, and its ability to
pull ont 100,000 miners over and above
its signed-up membership, the SUM has
vily organised about hall the mine work-
fovee. Tt has great difficulry inorganizing
the Gold Ficlds and Anglovasl mines,
Bul even Anglo-American managed (o
produce between 10-40 per cent of their
normal output during the scrike.

WY |FEEAN N PlaBRg

1t was alse elear that a prolonged strike
in this key industry was boond 1o pro-
duce state intervention. Gald salgs con-
tribute ‘half of South Africa’s forcign
cxchange esrnings. The Botha govern-
menl would not have permitied the
strike (o threaten this. The miners knew
that: and the chamber of mines were
banking on it, which was why they =4
stubbornly resisted the wage demand.

However one problem in the conduct
nf the strike was the NUM leadership’s in-
sistence — a3 shown both 1 their public
statements (possibly  tactical) and jn
their actinns — that it was simply =
wagces issue. If the NUm leaders really
went mto the strike thinking that a con-
frontation wilth the state could be
avoided, aud therefore making no prepa-
rations for il 1n their sirategy, this wis'a
big problem [rom the cutsel.

(M course it was corrcet for the NUM to
use every possible loophole and avenue
to establish the basiz for a legal sirike.
But it appears that the NUM leaders’

abrupt decision Lo call off the strike drose
from the threat of state intervention, fol-
lowing the injunction ordering the
stvikers 1o leave the occupied dormilory
buildings.

There is Httle doubt that 1o have chal-
lenged that injunction would have led Lo
the wse of the army. It is not possible
from this distasice to judge the situation
preciscly: thore may be factors we are not
aware of. However, reparts hére did not
shiow the siritke fragmenting ar the point
when the injunction was issued. and the
army had not yet been called in,

Yet the Num loaders called off the
sirike withoul explunation. accepting
withoul any improvement an employers’
offer which they had only u few days he-
fore ridiculed and seen overwhelmingly
rejected by a vote of the membesship,
513 members who had salidly backed
the union were given no s8v on the re-
turn ko work — in breach of the Nin's
own constilulion,

Obvigusly it is not easy 1o dely Lhe
armed power af the South African stale.
But only recently the rail workers in an
even longer dispute did sn: thev so-
stained heavy  losses, bul made real
gaing, ITitis really impossible 1o dely the
state then it is impossible at the present
time to win such” major strikes in such
sensitive sectors of the Suulh African coo-
TUCHTLY .

One crucial Giclor was, as in the Brit-
isli miners” strike, breaking the isolition
of the striking miners, and thus hamgp-
cring the state’s ghility to interveneo, The
strike must have had a radicalising cffect
among black trade unionists, COSATU
leaders kept saving they were iu favour
of spreading the strike, But the Num
teaders did not put this to the test by ask-
ing for supporting action. Instead
anoiher section of workerss —  postal
workers — cilled off (heir dispule while
the miners were still out,

There ds no doubt that there will be
more struggles by tho South African mi-
ners. The end of the strike has oot bro-
ken the NUM, But there can be hltle
doabt that the abrupt ending of the dis-
pute, Teaving 30,000 wictimised and
many gquestions unanswered is a long
way short 6f an orderly relurn Lo work,
The miners did not go into thiz battle as a
dress rehearsal for later events; Lthey
wenl in to win. Socialists have a respon-
aibility to examine and explain why they
didn’t.

In South Africa it is illegal to build upo
strike [unds, Bumt for fulure struggles,
clandestine: methods of doing this must
be found, The internatipnal solidarity
movement must direet its atlention to
shoring up the NUst and other COSATU
unions financially.
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Following the huge vote by

Miners’ agenda
- foraction

miners in favour of indusoral
aoton avainst BC s new “code
of ormduct, H GREENAWAY
from Y orkshire NUM looks al
the problems of orgamising the
rank and N,

T LU AYET conferenie al the SN Tuly
peicied o

dd thres prrbesdd badlins, Al
fereniee decided o take
eidldl thew Lallots separacely, cach wis

the resull ol uspeets of the meneralised at-
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S HLE
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workers sl taus centrel of pre

racter of the comlb

view of the condiniogs of the code, 0was on the workloee ol by becn v, This lesel it control had [ster b
not surprismg thar the ourcome of the  brought our — andd o omore genecalisnd] 1 i walli the kol
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seill a

takenabiavk by the sae,
wes ADDUt
winul chance of mndustrigl aclon
bably wn cvertime ban, wking place. T
the Boanl il et back down this wall be a
vital strugigle

The sccond batlon s for ochss riad ae-
oy agamst the so-called Whesler plan
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comcessmris,  tere e
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will
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coal producmy week, changes o othe
health and salery legsslurion mnd claw-

AEATIA
taiwared,
threar al this Being undermaned by

Lokt and by e threat of the 1GWL 1

bk ‘laonuos incentive” Schemes, These
schemes rewdrnd a few workers at the
point of coul production while making it
impissible for the majoeiy of mine-
wiirkers o achiove productinn targels.
Uhe thivd balles, the mose dilficuli o
win, 18 demanding achion for the 350
sacked angd vienmised mners 3ol not
reinstated . ™o date has been Gxed for
this ballot, and it seems likely thar the
wmi-Kinnackite and Staluis) majoriy
ot the NUM exenuiive will delay the vore
indefinicely. The saoked] and victiemised

Wiles 1o ormanise the new Nuargam
Walcs 13 Cinly
dnaceel resjiooe. O the XEM can o
the plams lora wixc-thay weock, withi:
hour day
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Niron plan’, e plan draws up by din
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Civil servants pay
ampaign lost

THE CFsA pav dispite has now ended. The
result uf the national balls v cseatare the
dispute o 21l out indelinite stribic acmon was
last by a margin of aearly 501 Only 13 per
cenr of the anivn's wenibors supported s
arrike call ancd only 50 per cent bothered o
vore, A iltfrar of this size presenls serigus
prubilems-for the lell within CPSA and i is
I ATART L and why 1
moctrred.

CPsA i dominared by three political fiwe-
tions: First i3 the Broad Lelt (BL) — which 13
domisated by Meditant but also conraims all
the wther majnr groupings on the hard left

analvee ow

tchuding Brefing supporters

Srecond, the mational moderiate sooup; #
right wing prouping with members i the
ronservative |rade umionists ) the S
(The group recéives regular suppor {rom
luminarics such  as Hernaed
Waoodrow Wyare, 1L bs Ied by veteran Sauti-
communist’ Kute Losinska

Finally, Browd Taefr "84 (BL "84). wgmroup-
i:ng of Comuaunist F"arr}' and sult-lef abaor
Party members which split leomn the Broad
Leli in 1984 in the wake ol the 5 month long
D1is% Mewcastle centeal office dispue

Toevin ard

There ixno such thing 23 an indepeden’
in CPsA- Virdwally all rommitlees ut cveiy
level contain owly members ol e shove
groups. The individual workplace hallonng
system wineh has been w place simee 1981
means that there feog svery migh fevel ol
politicisation nmeng rank and file membors

Ir 15 central o any. onderstanding of the
litics wl the uninn thar

sometimes hizzrm
this pulnr #s urderstood,

[he pay campisign originated
sperial couference i Novomber 1386, As o
result ol the shifmng halance ul lumes on the
flacr ol conference the clabn was the ane piz
lorwaiel by the L. The stzategy was devised
v w1 "B Fhe right wang, who ronoroled
L SNFE at the thne, wore Tefr vo carmy ol
The first guestion is therefore why the cans-
paign was not srrangled ae bird

The anawer 18 twolold, Fiest, (here was a

with o

genulne mond among the memberahip that
‘enuugh enough’. This aood
fiswever existed o previnns years and hos

wis (£
pot heen suficient. The second anil mnre
iniportant resson i3 thar the right wing had a
projece toend walleorive bargaining and 1o
mive 4o @ sertbed pay system, Tnoorder (oo
this. they had o smush any beliel in the
puwer of industriul wetion by erving 10 oue,
saberaging it, and thus “proving” dsal it dnes
not work, Unloriunately for them, industiial
‘artian i CPSA, as Inany other union, has a
dvnamic vl lts wn! Once stared. the ac

sts ok conteob and délivered the best
the nnion’s history,  Maoage-

riw

STEVE FRENCH unalvses the
problems tor the left in the
CPSA.

ment’s own figures pul e ininal sirikes ol
85 per cent aolid.

e indrial action, howeser, also led o vwo
very smpurtant mistakes, The strilegy was
ane which invalred every reglon of the coun
try Gaking one week's girtke i rotanon [
lasted six weeks and covered the peod in
the Tun up o thre CPSA cenlerence In early
May. Al the fime achivisls webe primarily
concerncd with delivering sancessful acuon
i their own region. As a2 result the wuon
Lreamie parcelled up — regons became
jzalated lrum wach orher. This wias cimm-
prunded by (he ight wing NIC who were
giving 1w nannmal leadership, anrl by the
press whn gave no natiouul coverage. Trowas
therefore the role ol the Teoad Tk which
wai offectively runiming the campaign o tie
ground, to give it A natonid dimension I
didn’t. Ll was the Birst moistake,

The secenel misrake was i alihaegh =1l

the gefoess were aware (ol seleciive acnon
would nor meve e Vories and was merel
designed o buald eonfidence for an all o
comfrontation, the members were not The
tessonsal the 22 week long pay steike 1 L
were 1e0f Famidtiar w womeerhesship the ma
il ischiool ar dhe oo
Ausin iowas the pole of the Broad Lebt o
hammer those liessats hnme and

jurivy of whom werd

iy desiouy

any illuesivn io the power of selective aclivn
the gay clat This tosk was

niegieoied;

Towin s

Tr wrnild be an eversiplificanon o make
a Hanker condemaaten of rhe Broad Lelt
leadership tar thegenviatakes: There were ge-

nuane fpeisncal problems inoongausing @
carmpaten ol this siee. Howeser, o shuomld be
recorded Ui (héer
Br:

ol e seriom

T one sl
d Left teafler dunng the [est s wocks
This should Le s nll_-’lil'l‘r the
mipesive Tovel of avtivivy acpund the  three
o Jobn Macreadie elecied
as:general sucoetary of the unien
answer prathably lies

WAR

rampargne o b

It Walsam! s
elicl thar the problems Gf the ailon, #@nd
(hgs rhe problems canpalEn;

contld be solved by laking contral of the

ol the gy

Iraderihip. Ehe latter task was therefore
F:'i'-.'r'rj the rmigur |_||E-||i|1 Fuoenrs, however,

proved that this was mistaken. The watersh
ed e the ispore rame duning the CPSA con-
fervmice i Nay, Against o Lbichoroaod of

massively  suecessful  Cselecoive actom.  Lhe
Baoad Tuft a model resoiution
calling: for esealation to all oun apdeloite

sk armion. Fhe miction was supposicd by

subrmiptzed

the fpht wing who clearly believed that a
balloe on all sor acteon would e loss and
would thus end the campaign

The motica was dofezied. The sl el I
1 and cheir palivical allies i the leadeship
ol Lhe ST (the miaddle
willt wiem rhe campmpn was heing jointdy

T[E:.ll:'hJ.gL'[]lt'I: LTV
runh |'_1'|-,i_:.:1{:i5|:;._: on uncertainry which extseed
in Csa, argoine i Cthe
rghr
mrare coeslide see-ti |I]-.'31I‘|E’ selective activn In

(T Was ok
antgd what wos. rocpared inscead was

realiy they had fo intentiun ol ever’ sappne-
g abl ot acnnn. Like the steategy of the
sofi-lefi in docal govermanent they were bank-
g oon a Labowr victary mo hail them oul.

The trony was that after Iosing i postiinn
at the conference rhe Browd Lelt then won
contrel of the dniom gainlgg g EHR majorey
wn Lhe exerutive, wmd was lefr roccarme o
the aafe-left serolegy,

rlrfrar of the. @
strike strateny the campaien began spiailing

From che puat of

downwireds Virmally noiing happesed for
aanonth The Broad Lely %090 was prevenied
from raking ollice by righi-wing maneooyr-
e untl 3 June
defeat of Lubour in the general electioiecans-
el prtgsnes demoralizanen
pichership which was exapaerated hecaus
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The pnpncciate cHoer was to deal e Killer
lafuw 1 Ay i‘ll'l]‘ll' thut the civibaervicy iy
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(RIS
sustiedd by the farrs. The hallor wie ot
posed 1 awaEy which merslv ool che leader-
ship off the hiok. [rowas senoushecampsangi-
ot fow) 3t was howeser already tog e
siich a ballor to be wort,

Pl size of the deleal presenis problemns
Biorh she Tories and the 1i;.'-‘;]'|:' wing within
Lpsas will offenaive
ronild be o the f regiom
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fl pAav bargaining.  Lhe
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Washington
behind closed doors

Investigations into the background of ‘Conwagate’ by the
American civil liberties organisation, the Christic
Institute, has revealed much more startling inlormation
than ever came oul at the Congressional hearings on arms
sales to [ran. Their investigation has revealed the
existence of a “secret team’ of counter-insurgency fdirn
tricks’ specialists, which goes back o operationy against
Cuba in the carly 1960

This team has worked with the @A in Cuba, in
Viemam and now helps support the Nicargouan conoras.
The same people, the invesuganon shows. carry out the
dirty work of US imperialism wherever it s challenged
Here JEFF MACKLER & lcading supporter of the US
Trotskyist paper Sociafist Action, relates the story of the
secret team. While the autline of the Chrsiie Institute
imvestigation and its associtaled lawsun has appeared in
the Guardian newspaper, this is the first tie the whole

story has been told i this countey

F hli

MNorth, Poindexter, Shultz and McFarlane testify
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Al THE opening ol the Conurugate
hearines, the makn gaestian (o be poss
‘guardians’ of

Taw and order was did P

el by the ormgreasiona

rexident
Reepan Kiow that the wpogavernmens
ufficials v s Naoonal  Secuney

Cintinetl | K&0 ) were lunnelbing moeney
ro the Nicarnpooan comtras?  Dhe

answer o Lhis guostion soon bocame

[RLELSFEA TN S whep virtually CYETY  WITHORIR

-

P infnrmannn m implicace the

preaident, who continued o deny lis

i FETTIETT.

Uhie Arnerivan bl was far shead

ol e Congressional invesng
Matonal palizt
it rhe hearing

than 66 per.cent ol the polilic belieyed

¥

n- before ¢

ipen

DAL TIRre

el HWeagan was Iving

that Press

Reagan was compelled 1o0shift o
mgher ground. Admitnng his mnmare
knvowiedpe  off e cuntro srme
shiprmems. hedasseried that the Bolaod
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b shipmeens, w
application i the
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lv prohiboring
limited 1m it

|::I|.'.'”i.‘_"¢.':|l.'_' PLET A HE LTl A W [ ] of the
Lirieel 5
Vhe MNational  Seeuciey Coandcll,

Reagan argued, was merely his per-

gonal advisnmy boal not & formad
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from the Uy al ban and

L TENILE
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ltkened to-the foundine kthers™ of the
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L¥aniel Sheehian. genersd counsel o
tie "Clhastie Tnstlluwe — & |'|||:'|||-'-
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Cluban Amencans

LLUTEES )

aliil o
Ml ubive mentoncd e
divecrls e iy She

i as defen-

danrs i rhe Clirstice stiuee fawsm

ol

§ b with werckimedireee-
v with CPresldient Keapan®s “Eev s
i the e gal lapdini ol the don

LTl WHE | NICA TAMLG
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[he order by the Claagains Fidel
Castru, “lerminale with extreme pro-
judice’, was mrrsued by the 'shooter
team” between 1960 and 1963, Thring
il

veral  aszass
termpls .|3.-1.1.il‘.-'\.'. Castro werd carried

this pe

AT

Ciontra Lasey were established by
the 1A in the Fecambeay mountains
pf Coba m Julv 1960 These bases
wern-supplied with incendiare brmbs
and wther explosives lor use agains
Cuba’s major arban contres, Betwesn
January 1961 and Apnl 15961, 1he luw
Itration srrategy of

profile gaerrilla-ind
‘Operution 40" wus Lransmured nraa
plan foroa fall-acale invasion of Cuba
ar the Bay of Pigs.
The invasivn vl April 1961 used the
“Ctperation MY and
Cuban  cotinter-

e reenirles

persante] ol
thousands of

trained
Fennedy

FCy IO nATY
under  Eisenhower  and
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thiee daye af thelr landing i Cuha,
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arnussd Clulan  popidasion that in

cluded an arined milina of 250,000

wirkers and studenits.

By June 1961 Robert Kennedy
ed the o tartererd  rennains  of
Crperation €07 and remanarcd the old

LA TT]

I -prrlile puernlla ‘raids’ m
Chpeeation H° wus rendmed “Opera-
rom Mongoose aod wis contnued by
the. Kenmedv
MNivember 1963, The Sy saor ol

aflrmimistrntion unl
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{'}:.. Wi
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rbel T30A ament | e
ety was | homas Clines
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img partnershpowith Malia Liestenanr
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srammie, code-named MW wave” was
Fiul down and Shackley and Cliges
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Ollie North in Laos
[ 1984, 3 mulli-service proup ko

e the Milisary Assistanee Co

mand,
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smmanded by CCGeneral Johin K
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1
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bidia, and Thailand.

arrving ander Siogliab in 1968 in
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Oliver Morth, the same Norh who,
tenitil his resignation a lew muonths apo,
serverd as President Reagan’s chief
armaniser of s miliaee ad 1o (e
cinlras

The depury -alr-wing commander
for the proap was rhen aic force T
Crlanel Richard Secord, later pro
moted to the rank ol major general
Secord resipned from the alr orce
same P yeaes:later when one of lus

subordinares was aboue 1o be mduered
[or emugghng arims 1o Libva

I'le assassination programme was
T Shackley
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i and Thatland.
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“the dntrastractore of YVictnam

giter a Uz reosp o witlileawal, Th

cluded  the assassindlion L some
LISl TITETS,

was fimdarced

Ly

P
Sharklew g ¢
Pas aplom meaey. The apium ac

s apain sine Van

cuaunts - wens administered by o us
navy afficial in Saseen our of thie Us

CMUce of Naval Dpemtlons: hie i

Sandinista rapid deployment unit

prosecuting the war against the
contras

i

i

i




frr the Vietnam *phosmix praglcn

was Richord Armtlage
In 1973, Shackirw, O
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pes and Ar-

L LB RN PrOpardarions lor thewr
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and uncomventicno
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wirliere G-
OTATMINE. inchndrd
sippppling large cquannnes of money
fringy the opinm fund our of Vietnam:
The money wis taken o Austiahia by
Secord el Chnes and  secredy
ilepositar] in the Nugen-Hand Hauk
and nrher accounts aceessilbile only
Shacklev, Clises and Second

This ‘secret team’ alsy smoggled
thousands ul tons of weapons, moni-

I'lds  propacalion

tons o explosives ont of Vietnam
it a scoret-arms “cache” in Thailand:

ltarsom i

{eT in
Waashingran, T, from the “Clperstion
; White
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Secret tcam mowves to lran

saluox was hherared by the Vet
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wf the so-rafled privare “secrod team’
In 1976 Richard

rran

Serord  was
rred to Lrie Lo serve as assist

it
I the

1w of the clefene

secretary ol delence i IIIiIT!_'t T
Sl Fasrern div
secarity assistanes admanistrarion: In
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Huidl also headed a special onn of an
“unternational brigads' operiting [rom
hiz ranch, Thiz groop organisecd & plol
to carry out i terrortst bombing of the
US embassy in San Jose, Costa Fica
lactuded was i [I_II_'JI e assassinste the
new LS ambassador to Closta Kica
Lewis Tambs, The idea was o blame
thie assassioaion on che Sandinsea
govermenl, thus providing a plais:
bl pretexr for a USHinvasion

Hull's “International Brgade” alsn
operated & progrimme o ship large
guantitles of cocainge from Colombia
1o Hiill's ranch, Aspeeially lenethen-
el -arrsrnn was contracred for this par-
poae under the supeoasian of Rafacl
Cluintero,

With the help of Cuban-Amencan
drug-traffickers Telipe Vidal  and
Rene Clorbn, the coraine — up 1o om
ton per week — was then shipped ra
Miami, New Clrleans, and Memphis
where it was sold. Pan ol the profits
were diveried back (o Hull, whu wsed
the maney for the purchase of arme for
the cnnteas, The cocame was provided
m [ull by Pably Escobar and Jorge
Cichoa, Colombia’™s two largest oo-
Caine expurters.
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arplanes ded by the contms Gy lerty
weapons o [lopangn &ir Force
Basc i Tl Salvador back 1o Flull's
ranch in Costa Rira
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it erpanisdatito e Matiomnal

Thermeeraeee Force (N0, in @

Ha A ]
assassinare rval eonrra leader Eden
Pastury, The 14 ahjected o Pastora’s
refusit] e imregrate his Closta Wican
hased Akl forees with Miwsm-based
Cuban mercenarics and Oalem's ox-
Somopra gpenerals:

The ateetnpts o murder Pastora
ik place on 3

I Miaw, 1984, at an
AROE press conforence In 1o Penca,
aiv  the  Nicaraguan:Cests  Hica

horder, called by Pasiora oo denon

thie ©TA. The awdck was prganised by
Jebn Huoll aud Codta Kican-based
contras. The  weapons and C-4 ex-
]1|(13&;1.'r;-: WETE |_|||‘|-.'I|'||"l'| h'\}' Poeew,
Hull, and the 'secret team’

I'he actunl assassination  attempr
wiy  exeruied by Amac  Galil, a
noeoripus risht-wing rerroriar who had

lieen  previoasly  emploved  bv o che

secrel palice ol Chilean  diciator
Angustn Pinacher, Galit was. pail
£330 000 o carry oat the Passora
ARRASSINATIOnN

He recerved the potent ©4 ex
oty frome John Hull ot his mech
Parrioms of the explosive were smugel-
rel oy Hull wirh the direer assastance of
formmer CIA agents Theodore Shackiev
and Pomas Clines. Ao involved i
the smnugeling ol e CO-4 explosive
WETT Rchard Seror anrl
‘busmessman” Alhert Hakim

While Pastora was scrimasly mjured
i this effore, 3 number of joumaliats
— includingr une American wWere
killedl . Soores of others wers maimed
and nrherwiseaeriaialy wounded , in-
cludimg  Amercan ARC  cameraman
Fony Avirgan who is, along with
Pranied Sheehon, the priome imitator of
the Tawsmie againeg the “secret b,

Hresident  Heagan, Winte House
chict of sraff Fowin Moese, s dipee-
Tar Willzam Casey, Roheorr
McFarlane, Jobn Poinrexter, and T
Cool Chver Narrh eonracied the *seceer
ream’ o arrange for the illegal sale of
weapons (o Iran, As o the pasr, the
des] mcluded  manipulation of che
price ol these weapons o order woar-
range fora prafit oo be used Wi
chasr weapons for the conrras; When
thelr secret Arrangoments Were &c-
ridenrally revesled by 2 member of the
[ranian gowvernment, a chain of pvonts

legan o unfeld which expused an

aspect ol hunctonme of the US pulipe

class which b= not olten-seen

(Fon wiver anlormation o Lhe
lawsuat wrre oo the Chresoe Tasomge
1524 Worth Camrnd Srreer,  NW
Washingron DG, 20002, Tel. (20EF)

978 1lbh]

This tz-an-edired vervsion of an wre
pearcd 1o Sacalng 4

1987

e which first
fram (LISY Yol

| Pormops of this article sie buasend nn
material tuken foom oon wlfidoen fled B

anzel Sheenan of the Chrsne Lt o
e LUHGO, i soma inse

e far

mulativms Bave heen taken dhirectly fron
the affidavit

Althoogie the: Chrsie Tnsotues’s allega-
tions. have not yer been ceitiod dnow 1Y
court of law ; the charges presentel are doun
sradtirol \’\'I.rll (LI LA
on this sulyject as well as the conclusiog ol
the Wooedd Uit mand b Bericned Royssel|

ex pulilinhed findings

War Crimes Trnhunal
2 The Uhnate [nsomuee  affidav seane
that the Kennecly Treriboces were noe bipefed
i the existence of the “shoover team”, T
soancrrkd Mumstmous sganoes, inchiedinge
a 1% January |97 134
tele by Jack Andeesin (p

ro LORRda e -

| elimcrpssis | e
Kennedy Eribiers? nwalvement i
guthonsimg the assassination 1oam uyjimns
Ficlel Clasim.

i Lho IJ.“!U”: assert: thar Frosidonr [y
Clrtar o] C]1A [N
YWEETE TETIDTINE of thiz conrract Lhiz srons

vetour Blanshield Tyrner

liwhely undikels
fr shouhi be remembered that Case
pdeibained Bilclhasd - Helrms g bls gm

bassador 20 Tehran, 1lelms — 4

len 2214 disector dureing - fhe

Ford and Xixon sdministranons

eud o Shackbes "5 g lons

Ldirter awreEsfver ares Ol |;| pieciigl

Hinwee, dhmecior of NATN, 0 ozet up

Feheran the Councel of Ceucrals

et i, Cren Howsie sosehi

veoupon Teberan which bad

CRRIEHANE b

sl thrrasa ks Of 1w vipke T s

a1yl
Tn acdwmn,  under the Carne el

tindstranog, the UK mrtwemi and the

CA peovides] Bdwrie T Aubuizson and

ran desil sipaads with o the in
i sl -t finger the
Source, Allan Nairm, &

1954

avania in the world today.
Racant issuas have Included
articles on the last Paleatinian

fimancial erisis and the recent

Ermest Mandel, Livie Maitan,

FREE SAMPLE COPY

79 Distribution (X}, 2 rue Richard
Lanaoir, 83108, Montreull, France.

Europe to the Philippinas, /Y is indispensable reading for
anyone wanting to keep up with

Hational Congrasas, the South African
Communist Parly and trade-union
movement, Islamic fundamentalism
and women In Turkey, the world

alactions In Western Europe and
India. Plus regular news of the Fourth
International. Contributors Include

Jaquelina Helnen and Alain Krivine,

For a free sampla copy and details
of subscriptlon prices, write now to

Wie B unigua
fortnightly magazine
of news and analysis
of tha international
class struggle. From
South Africa te Central
America, Eastern

rnational

BOCRITAET CHITLCDK na J 5«|'|I4|'||'.‘|ﬁll-\.r:l|’|||||u.'. FEF




Ashford remand cenfre
deportation block

1 Rallng

Carlod Duarils

Why Sharon Atkin was right!

Just belore the election, Sharvon Atkin s speech vver the o, By savs RICHARD
at a black section meenng i Birmingham, i HATCHER. ik peaple are might o call the
which she denounced the “racis) Labug Labour Parpy racist s not o quesnion ol
Party’ caused a furore  hven many oo the led) owviert Facts i Labouar's ranks. bur i

of the party thought that the term ‘racist” was iverall pracnee of the parn
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mlas Guar-indKel ws

Immigration detention ship ‘Eorl Willlam’ at Harwith. Left, Simon Tesfogergish, EPLF fighter stapped on
his way to Balgium and right Omid Ashobi, an Iranian christian. Would a Labour governmant grant
tham asylum?
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The Attlee government: setting the racist agenda
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Bt after Smethwick be wrote i bis Diarres: "Ever since the
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bissi'amie & Dhotch a it the Turies over nidmuriion Yon-
trols serth Moswell calling the LGids, Teowould Beowr
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"Wilson capitulated to popular pressure
and switched to !il.'lppur!.'iug immig‘raliun
control’

The 1974-79 Labour Guvernment

&4 rricn i wETY o rhe 1N At the socogd Wy adson
avermment made o maves ma ahallsh I bwewarns by making o
number of minor concessions in enrey proccdures, ot spoeeeted
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As we have soid, singe tie mad-sixnes Tabour had pursiiced

a rwo-pronged  strategy, in which stowes conrmeal of black -
migration, the prevondirion of good 'race ielations”, wasaream-
punied liv a harrery of medsures o achieve them: the race refa-
el the drhan programass; seonan [, e Coamrmission
r Harial Eoguality and the CRCs, They reacheod thear HprLEe
undar the 1974-79 Labowr eovernment: the 1976 race velations
ace, the 1977 enhancid urban programme, the 1979 cehiie
groups ll There w noc ihe space. here o descmbe these
measures e detsl ar t0 asess their shorcomings: the pancity ol
fnance, the lack of teerh, the failuse 10 laapet blick people el

tivelv, rthe teadency to marginafise “ethnie’ provision. 1L is oo

accwlent thar the Tones were able toovore far all these measures.

But we tan draw 3 halanee-shect of the ellectiveness of this
strialegy to cradicate racism simply by askog iC by the end of che
1470 pacial diserimindton kad significaly diminished? The
angwer 15 o, and we hayve two autharranye sources or it The
firar is surveys such as that condoceed by the Policy Studies

it eliscripunaion o

Tnsrirure in POHE, wlhich conele |
timaed te have a powerful impace an rhe Hves of Black people

aund that there Was'no evidence of anv real fmprovenient in rhe
ceanaine stiuation of black people since strmlur studie: a decade
carlier. ™ The samie picture 2oreflecied o e Banovimede Trust
i, Fljl‘ll'il!l‘:f.'.' i FREY aul 18986

reports Diferene 1ol
The secand murhoritalive source 151he Views of Black p
themselves. domonstrared mast graphcally i the nos of 1980
and 1981,
To complete the rec
other issue needs to be mentoned: thar of the polics

rel of the tasr [oEb WO CEI L, i
Mranng thas

peniod they combined ihie persstent harassmment of bSlack people
with milivagistlc operntions against anli-racists {culmnaging i
when sonwe 351 wery arrested and Blalr Peach
oudated wdeological offensive
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Semarheall 4 197

waz killed) and 2 atroel i

cnminalizing bBlack youth. All this rnok place under a Tahos
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MNeil Kinnock working on another

Labour under Thatcher

DURING THE fiese werm of che
Labsour leadership sdopeed] i more explicatly anri-ramal <tdnce in
I L9EH) (he SEC ciren
i whitch drirw

Phatcher EOVETIIeng, L

three mumn pulice degos teed A Ay e

rote tecatl 1Py — Lediwr dn

highly crneal halance-sheer ot the T Labour govern
weent ? By Hanorsley hrecame shadow hoee SELTCLrY, made 3
golferriioiam fmr having stipported the 19688 compmunwealch tm:
migrantsart, and launched a strong offensveagaing the Lo

nacsonadity  hiil

ZOVETATMCNT 'S T a rione

ality wet” when Labuur retiorned m pvsr

promi

alel BETESTH S  ETHI
The second isdoee that the Laboor Budershipo ook i was
the riots of 1988 gl 1981 Ohnothos dssue they were less prepared

af vacism, chgosing instead toesab-

CUplrs

i stcknowiedee £
simie e specific appression of black voutli in a mure general,
arigl veaditignally Tabinas, coingue of Do city deprivation.

The thapel tssue was thar of pasiive arnon peluies, mamly
in emptoyment, hotsing and educanon. Blere the lead was
raken by a number of Labour councilts, most norahly the GLO. A
programmic drawing on these anirenves was  incladed in
Labaur's programme in 1882, and tormed rthe basig of the pea-
posaks in the 983 clernon mamiesre. They included & seni
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VETTE
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repeal the 1091 and 1907 uies

from MILITANCY
to MARXISM
by ALAN THORNETT

a personal and political account
of organising car workers

i This, the first of three books planned by
ALAN THORNETT on trade union
organisation and political work in the Cowley
car plants, is a unique account of such work
from someone directly involved,

Price: £9.95 plus 75p post &
packing.

Order from: Left View Books, BM
Box 3956, London WCIN 3XX. |
SPECIAL OFFER TO NEW |
SUBSCRIBERS: new subscribers to '
Socialist Outlook can get a copy of from
Militancy to Marxism at the specially '
discounted rate of £6.95. See

subscription form on back cover.
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Many people inside the Labour Party aceepl thal support lor ante-sexist and ant-racise policies decply hure

Labour’s electoral chances. Here JANE WELLS argues that leftwing ann-sexist and anu-racist policies were

not the undamental reason tor Labour™s deteat, ancd that aowould be tacbcally and morally disasirous Tor
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. Local
government:
the crunch

[ieais DoraniRedlax

Meil Kinnock — wouldnt you like to dent his shield?

In the March/Apri 1ssue of
International (2 prodecessor ol
Suctalit Outlook), DAVY JONES

reviewed eight years of local

government under the Lores.and

asked the question, “Is there a

[utire tor town hall socialism?

Now, he savs, the answer is almost

certainly — "not for much longer

Southwark council leader;, Anne Matthews, and Lambath
council leader Linda Bellos, demonstrate tha banafits of
a united Labour campaign — against hameless peopls
with this squat-proof dear

LUHATCIIFR:. SANE o

ar on electiemn (and e next, which dhey anaoeipate)  in local anthority spendine.
nig

t thar one of her few regrees of the  they plan a qualisat

Sociilhy, th

elv greater seves o measures will break up workine ol;

fiest eirht vears was her Gilure 1o ade wiacks on ksl gowernment then the communities in the inner cides ug: splin -

I with" Labour councils and cral sgucezi. ing up council housing ésiaes, riisny
liica] wovernment spenibing. The Tories Economically. these actacks will lead  rents imothe ianer cilies, wiakening the
e tiew comamItted 1o far reachim i to & majoer redistribnstion of wealth from local oovernment trade unions, and

grarme [0 TAC e Gl 1lis |3aer 1P the rictr, Tromn the workine dlrastwcallv ._"|_';|:'._"i_]'_|-:_:{ sy ECes 10 | Tvse rssl

e,
The Torics aim 10 deepen the divi-
tiorary poll fax, and the conpnuing cuts: sjons in the

government and remove any possibiliey clasy oo the capitalisss — notably throngh

our nuthoritics Implementing pro-  the extension of privarisation, the reac-

o omeastres. i this term of alfice wirking class ideologicatly
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and eeooonneally. winoning supgson for

individuabstie wotmons: of “Treedom’ and
‘chotee’ aod Tannang opposiion oo cgual
Mheir  crowning
tcal goal 15 o torce the rolanvely
popular Labour logal authorities o tho-
ronghly discredit themselves i the eyes
of the wnrking class by Being the aeeney

cpporiuntly  puolicies

e

tor carrying ihraugh his Darrage of
reACTronary L Aok s,

Unformunatehy: 1t seemy thar many of
the loval Labour leaders are andy too wil-
e o obfiee. The emld of an era s
boginning the era when local Labour
councils: woere seen as being ditferent
[rom the old stvle Labour or Tory coun-
cils; commmiteed In varving degrees (o
progressive policies, espansion ol ser-
viges,  amd enual  apporiunities;  the
crnbicva ol & polinial aliernative w the
L'isries fbourism.

Ay 1 r_r;l(iil:-nml

however inadeguate frome a Marxist
viewpoint. 1f the next round of the Tory
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vital
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Iy survived the past cight Tory
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These
mreasures fave now been afl b stoppued
by the govermment
cils are now paving the price n mone
witvs than one. Firse, they face the
dealz witl the
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Sevomd. and just as importantly. they
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beared the apparently empiy threats of

©CUEs in past
have alwavs
snmehow muddled (hroneh duete ereal
pve avtonntancy. Thev are simply not
Belicved any mitre

The nuese publicised case ol an oomes
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Camden. In one whirlwind month the
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ment wn | July of its efitire toling Ta

tiuge jubs losses and servi
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Bour oo (oo oot in j.'-'-p andd sor:
the implementation of a vacancy
feeere: termination of afl temiporary con-
tracts,  compulsory
statt, and the sacking of thoss commitce

WICES L

redeployment  of

chairs comemitted o a “nn s’ policy,
e 31 July! The inenedmey and scope of

thiese attacks has al lewas the

alerzed

workloree, cormrmmenily grogps and scr-
wice nsery in Camden thar this' dme the
council isn't erving wall.

Chher Labour authories in Taorndon,
Manchesier, Okl elsewhers
arnwnd the counery are locked 1o dispure

anl

Corlos CGoori-alReflex

aver hiow woenwect huge lnancs] shore-
talls 1nonexe vear™s bud rics Lia-

nour savernment o bal them our and

als, witl

““caring cuts’’ the new

watchwords of those Labour

vouncils which have
capitulated’

1 MOTE Croative aceounlarey ‘riracles”

Ax leasr ten Labour boroughs
i London tace defons next viar of
£30 million or more (E60m in 1he case ol
Carnler and more than £100c0 10 Man-
hester), The projectey

an -hand

theebeeiins m fusuare
viedrd are completely oncontrollable —

Llinglon, lor cxamyile, fices projected
deficit, Tased on my erowtd
than L1100 for 19090/91 whi
thian its cntive corrent aniual expendi-
Efficieney  exércises,  Creatdve
inkering ar the edeoes of
chelicaes meanmeless. Oinly
huge cuts in jobs and services will bridege
these progected * gaps

As the touncils birpce themselves for
these curs, the government are following

of maorc

T s

uare

1 | 1B are

upwith dther devasialing attacks:

® pevvarsarion of while areas of coun-
il services

® cnding coniract compliance methods
ot local roengils

® oulawing any tarm ol polidcal cam-
pagninig by elecred ennncils.

® cnlouraging tenans to op oul o
council cstates,

idd mmassively i

ol hosise reny

Sina

® DLireaking up the Inney Taondun Edu-
Authoniry,  aml  remmoducinge
sclectzon by the boek door by alliwing

UL LT

Sl.'::'ll'h:!\ Iit l'ill ekl il J_(:\I:?l_l I:‘||-|{ AR ALr-
thority: el rol

‘the Tories aim to break up
Labour’s hase in the inner
cities’

® sotnng uprenre nnaccountable urban
developenen!  corporanons (LDOS)Y o
take awery power dronsclected Toval an
Th ey
® il

uil wiealth from the poca

rmcciics al

finallyv, a moassive redest ribuaonn
i the vich by the
R RINE S el s/ communicy
rewisr this daunsing

prooiaiine O stricturid chanee o local

suveess]ully

poverminesl  would need a mishry,
prilech soesy erreeee] il .1” TILEC E.I'_I.'I:-_"_[I.'_]'_-I:'I:i:
Vory proposals — tenans,
Ty Ir'!-._:ilrl'l‘;.-:['ll'_II_'L-_T_ SCTVICC WSCE=.
o the councll workioree. In-
Labiar councils” response 1
their immediae financial criscs docs
stly the opposite — pirting tonants
Fanisations aratnst other serviee users,
and zsecrion of  counell

against a

vy these

arnel rraceally

sheai) thi

preci

wirkers, voluntary or-

ARLAE LT

L

CHE WT I-Z it

T stedst COlERENT cxplinaion of
the new srateoy of the Labour councils
e frinn Wargarer Hodee, lslington
couretl leader, o paper s the Assdeia-
tion of London Authorites just afier the
electiciy. Previoudly she and other “soft
bl comen] leaders had accepred the
sdemied shoeld” steareey — bistier wostav
office and provent cuts in jobs and ser-

any marhacd

viNEs - 0N ||'.'-1|.‘-|I'|!.._ rEl s

CUEa| I BECOLITR g, '.-.I‘Id SO OILF TEEAT: TO
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32 he Labou

risk confrontation with the LUV ETTITIIC TN
Afier Lahour s clectinn defcat there 1< nn
prelence pf o chmmaitment 10 e vnls]
rither fobis and services are o be ‘difen
elead’ by being ccut! By ahioovane La-
bour counctl, rather thana Tary onc.

s e E'."-Lp].iii.l'.lt'ig that there were three
opricns: defiance, “which has been tried,
failod digcredned’;
which irresponsibly leaves the way open
for the "Lories (o do the cutiing; or “stay-
s i office and using all our resources
and smaminatien’ And to by more pre-
pise, (his batror tneant that “services st
zake precedence over [rade unim e
rests or even jobst
Margaret Hinlve opted for the
peiursc of wotin:

This hine 15w recipe tor complere dis-
aster fnr Labour ie local government, 1t

antl resignation,

SU rpri S5 8\ r]_1 L

15 alrendy leading and will imoreasingl
lead 1 Tabpur coundils implementing
terrihle outs injobs and services, which
it turn will undermine any capaciy lor
anited fowistanes 1o the next round o
Tory ditacks. Having fone the Momes’
dictyweork for theny they will tall victim
1 the Tories' social engineering in the

inmer ciles and henlr owm ric U PO
Larity, and be discarded at the polls,

Lhe Tabeur amd union leaderships
have no grear sympaily for the Hilges!
Blunkers amd other former local goviern-
ment Clefis® However hand they v o
present themeslves a3 “born ATATTT W
realists! they are deeply diserusted by the
labonr lnreaveriey . who will be anly lon
happy (o see them dhseredited and dis-
carded, Fa irn the £
v Jetle moee than wwken l"T_']JLIF“i.!III
tn the Torics can b cxpy el trom the
Vreadvin Donadon ri-

=1 Jowadd TR E L]

union heerarchy
aginnal bBureaucrars are plaving #n ox-
rremely divigive fole — Tawy ollicials
Bremi
theirown obs by curmg ‘mickey ouse
NALGO and NUPL  officids an

Crreerwich puiting orward s ramed ser-

o detend

govising  stowards
|Il|:-:-

1wl MALLT plritsdn e vl i prder L
detend ther owm jribe

WOR 1% b3 qust the “solt lefe’ swhe have
ideston ey colfapred ot overtly reac-
|

wl divisiwee policics Gn
Former “liand lekt” De

siich ds Bernie Crram, Crrabiam Sl

CIME Ty

OOVCTTIrmeTl

e
and Lintk: Beflos have 1l gome down the
thumsne s’ eead. In Harnmgey, Ber
Crrant M, in the
LA RIB e lod the Tobwin :'.'\:_'hl WD I
vilnE wit aries o delenl the La-
pasing vuls in
jubz amil services proposed By the mew

T T (larmpairn

y the

Bisur deontp s Mol 0
counet] ledifer, Stove Ko,
1T

wrL LT propnsn s a huge

I Blanchesied Lirat fiei

cuts package involving 2000 voluntiry
vedundancies. And in Tambeth, Linda
Bellod iniriduced a cuis badget for the
19E7ME fingncial wvear, and has vored
against oo cuts motions in Labour 2roup
iliscussions in next vear's huduel. More
surprising has been the behaviour of
SUIOITCTY Socdafist Aetion Wan-
chester, Lambweth and Tslingron — refis-

i irl

[y uBIA(] Sjuag]

e .-h.
MNewham refuse collectors —
how zecure are thair jobs?

e o vote Tor & “noocuts’ motion in che
Munchester district party deluade on the
council’s financial crisiz, and i e owe
London horoughs characterising -
tinns calling o no cals in jobs and ser-
vices as divisive

Bur there s erowing opposition o the
sunicidal Hoe of the coumel and o b
derships, primarily  from within  the
b within the Labour
groups 1hemschves. Tn Haringey, the
group has been split exactly down the
middle all summicr aver how o respom|
ti 1 he erisis, with 20 councillors suppor
g @ nn eurs stance. In Camden, nine
counciilyrs apposed the drastic measures

LTV, alsn

intrelueed by the coundil, supiporeid
Nataeys resistance, and were sacked
from their group positinns: In Lambatly,
richt councillors opposed the T9RT/UR
CLis |:1'.||y_'€[ and eleven are now o
DIPOSETLE year's ours
[ fage

itteel 1 .

Fideer. existence ol o rmariy
omeeil |_'|[_'l-]_‘||_:|-_|iri|:!'. AOAINET tha coees s
had wn wopormate effecr o somulanns
and suppmorting the key resisianee of the
couneils awn worktorce, wngl b legin
psing apposion within the commun:y
ns i whiole

Within  Lthe unions: it
cipeckilly »atiio, the response has been
GUILE CTICDUTREHTR matnbier ol

saliio branshes, and jom umon ponm-

Jeien]  tevel

W i!]| |

rfiees o Brene, bshnoton and Lambeth

anel the mportant Tawonden Bridge or-
pamisation of shop stewards waking 2
prancipled stance of unity of all thise
fighting the Tory attacks. Locad con-
munity wirkloroo-based
comumittess agatest the cois have been
eslablished inoa namler London
lwipoushs, Tabiur  Hrighng  supporters
bave played n cestral role in batlding
and deading the opposioon m Cansd
Lambwetl, Harmgey, Brent and other
Londun haroughs, both in the wmions
and i the counctl chambwr.

COLUNC

anl

I'he altermative;, in Labour oomteoted
Hiwlue s “kimd s and
which  lias

boroughs, 1w
capindatinn’ s Ylelanee”,
mwever been seriously aitempred Cwoep
fv Liverpool and [smleth e siceeeded
e year for Liverpoot oo extraciing
more movernment cash. Toothe secomnil
year councillors  owere  suecharged
{though they have not yet personally sui-
[ered the financial ctteets e o labou
ricrvement collections) bat jobs and scr-
vites were protevieil just as well, il ot
brtler, than by the ‘ereative accounleds’.

Dellunce ey unrcalisie
dangerously uncertam, bsenl the alterma
{ive g atsolinely corrain to leadd o hoge
vt in services and qubs Deliance
rmwans a scratewy ol maximising, looally
andd matonally, the broadest anited o)
position of ail thode facing Tory ateacks
— connilil workers, lenants, the volunt
Ary secier, CTPmUnity oroaps, and sr-
vire Wsers — into @ campiign dlrass ac-
ton e force (he @overmmienl o bk

sEEST (338

iivn, onosome ar all ot ies propesals,
|i,r|I_! Pip UFATLD ITaTe ||E'f‘|[|':-!|-'.
es ot on mdh
vidual couneillors but on mass nvolve-
ment.

ranblizaton

Such o swacgy e

ertails a umibel campaien vl

i establish the real <oeial

IIr'r‘.J'\- 0 !'J'.-L Liwrriig T I '_'::[1.' aried .|u— l.]l'-
mrandd Ter the connetl to expand jobs anid
servives through a (deficitl budgel
mecl those necds, Tonded by extra son
crarment vesh and/or che cancellation of
the hume debn repavient charges winch
comneils pay cach year. Links can be
miile other groups
similar und reluted strugules againss the

TI Teles
defi

with invalved

espoclally leacheors aml prarents

nding rduvation. Dertands must be
ralsrd forthe defence and extension of

low ! dlesecracy aril gocouniadality with

- A o
i Oy SETN

CRpETIS

angl couninl workeses vl (i

Ll at
CE Seer bOEE

Buibd

ITELerit

i b
wvital for counedl workers ma

he

vecinn brnks with QoI

sepuse the support ey meerd 1o tee

tal aetinn which wibtl andoubeedly

L

prove neccssary 10EteEp the Lo amacks

Paticn |'\i|!'.'.'.'l\.|’;"-l'- A ilETaLe L P
canda o ihe exrent aft the coufcil’s
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financtal crises and the soope ol the Tar
les planned uohcks un Tl HOVETTITT ]
will be needed to persmade  ¢ounc
workers that siuch & responsc 13 needed.
Moy loea] couneils arcovnically miro-
chieing theie fioancial curs plecemeal,
:,-Iﬂ-'_‘i "-'q'l[h grL_‘.-':I HIrEss 1) rslﬁlr f'l'mli!tuu':[,'_
commitment oy “delending jobs andd ser
vices”, while their three vear Tmaicial
(Hans will in fact decimare thern, in order
p lull their stadl inte & lalsc scnse of
security and o neurralise anv cHeC e
Eraess papdsiLite.

Yomach spee the workloroe amuons
will Hawve toearelally selenn (e tacties o
Fospond to the councils’ diacks amd 1o
retnise the umer and strenech of then
']F]Pnﬂi[j{]ﬂ_ Rf_"g’ﬁ]”ﬂl :|.r1ri |'Ii|.|“:l|:|.'|| iili.'
pintives will ke cracial or demomstrating
ihie dlepth of pppasivoan we the lmanel

nthacks. Tt maoy only be @ minoriny in
paech bt ar ciee, bur remdnatly angd
patipnally (linl agegregate of miinoriies
cioule Be o peswerThd e, The ploaned
Latidon contoremni !
aitially proposed by Heelmg aed called
by Tl Bridae and Camicden a0
s u goiul esample of the inioanves
aveded.

Chae thing s abmaliiely clear us we
ey the mext wave o Ty anacks on

uasiins e oors

livl sovernnient the rde ol the local
: unions wil e
delearng thonn [noooost boeeoustis will
sitherr e Toey counctds where the msam
artpetwe |l eveme theough privansatoon ol
local services, or Labour
authariress appdyimg, am o ond. why
inather, thie Tory cois, br s dikely thit
by oy wmardy ol el entnedls
hisse

venowhese | abwanr cteneal ile-

SEAVERTTLITLET L] el in

SOV T

witl actuadly rrspearily oy ele-
LI,
vicdes on defiance. 43 the esperertice ol
[wesrpin] shows, his cannor procecd
sathout the compued support o, and
po-pridimanen waith, the local govern-
T | S TR TIPS

Lr buaster bies s, Diovsees er, thiat ddespine
soune promising sizmé a local level, ni-
nnpally gone of the local government
s lipve anything like a strategy
whiih ciin defesdl abie Tosy alrack. Aswe
pronriged oue abade, s [}|:-JL+_‘5 NLUTE
and reawn officials are teving o detened
ther members jobs o the expense of
Al workees, Bul even NATGO na-
tonally, despite an dcute awarcness of
the potentially disastenus effeers ol Toeal
govertmment  privatisaton on s hall-
illion local wovernment membership,
refuscs to adopr a national policy ol
strike action. Instcad i proposss “pulili
ciey” and fwinning public support” in op-
pasiiion s government policy — tine in
irselt but nota policy capable of winning
anvibiog: If thenew Toev arvack an hoeal

SDCIALISFCII.JTLGC';! no 3 Spp‘l‘emhtnﬂcmbir 1za7

H A 'L L & &gl

woverrmient i o be repelled, opposition
P the line ol the anion leadership has o
bie Bl wp in co-ordinatdon with loeal
stribgrplies and campatyns.

Breaking the resistancc of the pubidia:
sector unions w o cheirr plans woslash
pubihic spending 154 key plank of jhe
Tores” strategy. Organising the faln-

Camden — a test case

Clnmnden’s Lol counell doreed o
pas ks of curs:at the hemnnine of
fuly i mn amtempr o brideea badges
deficit ol C11 millien. Thurt was no
comiitarion with Lobour paries, the
werklree, o the wider sumenunity,
Lhe Libwautiiougs wits clecledionga
prri e s L) CoapintnsenE oo '-|I:’||||I,._=._i|_|

servinrzand jobe and ra fighs for Jacal

demor ey’ TFhe conanel has now
i o ik thie Lotgie ol aba suigaphore

Al

L RERE DR RN E 1l

bk Doboug e izl ull

b sy SO

i, Ak centraers afaame S

rary sl will norhe rerewed

kery have airendy been sacks
resudl € verioe dis been cur, andg
Leibde pvppairs ol e o iy
rovitctl homising have heen severloy
ST

[ b vomeil beadershapy havy
plesmpoed ks pich s ds sl

wprad s Dol cansnToation o s

arranged | Wirh a nhortall o

miflivn aest bvan @l vedr, anr anee

uael e dinkbad viaks, wese el iation
will <|'|-|_‘:I e pamneceercen . e
machiers for dismant T LI el

rEervHos wolenary i

R TR T ST

paers betire asked
", s 20

[N EH TR B
reEfremenT ang

FLGEECES 01 0

Fark

Cilnarary redundatey sehesnee g

[T COnT s
1,
L pEEpETaLion, Witk conapelsae
redundanees likely betore the enid ot
e s

Triw Tivkes, leader ol tie vouncil,
beze= me ses aras sratine pohbicly tha
part wl the bilame for rhis financial
crirls Jies with the cosineil, The s lefr
b vobililed wgelberdn docbunint’s
suraresry and are wnder prossureirom a
coulithen of olid and few right wingers
[thee Lutter urpanized us the Lakour
Clo-ordishiting Cunsities and
advernsing themselves as Caaden
Tribumey,

This groapis enrhusiasticallv calling
| fur tusther culs 2= mserance agaimse the
distibet auditon

Minr Laboge Ariefimg coupcidlors Tave
commarenrly apposed cus in jobannd
services. | hey have been removed frnm
CeaErit e st oo the Basiv il
standing vrders, despie inacion
agaisl those nght wingers who
rigaged inamirahle discussionswarh
the distreir anditer in the spring.
Curnden sata, thé bailding woerkers

AL I 83 M

back in lowval government will theretore
be a central tssue lor the whole labour
movement over the nesl [ew vears. It
will provide & key test Tor all currents on
che lett of their serwisaess abawn buaild-
mgaclass strugole carren i the labour
movenmicnt, Failure m the simueede will
bring "town hall sociabsm' o an emd

trrein LT s ASTAS (representing
wiatkers i Carmden funcio]
reanisitions ) have allvorod
mvrrwhelmingls ol b v nperate wirl
vibs YUPE, heswever, s dpued Rifa
swieelheart deal warh she cogngd teat 3y
Exvery this rars

ol v weller Syrieas o

the leaclorslin w b 1o dogbil warh

O T TS Stawa T i 100w dpposing

thetr hrameh leadershin as il

visspeg et es o the wamaney g

abanl bd bia L Clidaes
Wiarkers in Saloiare

ferrarsg thvas
kg, wad

Cwaracislaslne ) mers;

it o kT, oy
il 3reh
pr

firamt o wory e, e bomeless P EROT

Ari

oz il s 2

wrt emraiivs vlesed e lack el s1all
atherr Sedrivme 1 kenzsireg andd saclal

R &

CETTEErITa

shugedd service, and Brunch Hbrabes
Are thre g i sitle, PP rocidian
fiar e B Wt i
collugrse s hase ads s heen
P omadied so sl ol L pares o8 e

eachgil's Dowstnp stock oed olliet
AEACES;

Fhesaiunrary soetor, provicline
thie fressd

JLt s ey b

dis et el eppressid seoion:

ol the eoimemanaty - e gverahis el
ogrpersedtt o phie e e pildne, Ulmmiden |

Labiner. Hrivipig lias aluidied o [

boromebi-wicde viampaivo-araiess s
aned submeoauent romnsly of oy
Lisuferahip anid riuhl wing goumedlies
lisve received 4 hustide recepidoit when
atteiipty o esplan 1ooworkplane
Ao s sl copmaniey aronpe
their funding. service or ol b duoug 10
iy, and relase o debate with e nio
couneillors vpposed 1o U
abantlosnens ol w manifesto

Reighr wing cotineillors are giing
srvarghe 1o the presssvath alleganons of
Labair Briefing “freemasonry <ie)n the
perwn hatl, and semasing e now
depised chair of the gay anrl leshan
copmities ol gueuc-jumping the
housang L=t Lo the firsr case, officers
the gy e feshian unie werd
threarened with disciplinge acoon
The sevond allegaton underminad
cunnedl policy wiesexual harassment,
Uee vouneitlor concerned having
suffered abuse and threas because ol
her sextaling. Clearly, o witeh liunt is
wrderway, with anti-lesbianizso
feature ol

— 33
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BARBARA GREEN suggcests that the result of the
NEU-spr_}nsi_:r::d Sreview ol women in the Labour PEII[}' 15 ot

withour its dangers.

ikt 15 oaly one ward 1o descrsbo the
rAst rwielve monchs lor
Labour Party divmut, We luive bern
subjected 1o inacho Mokl stealning acngss
our tvosoreens always sccompanbod iy
Clenivs — the waman we shoule afl e
tei b tike. We have
cancelled,  posiponed or
by A lisr wesr's party Fonferenee sy

waoren in the

oar canferences
ust - Irpuilen
g @ promise ol 3 women’s mimismy
Well, Jo
it the

fight {or the interests ol wiomen
Richandson bas been ollowed
shadow calumer, s ruoster lor wenien's
richits — unforignately she b& the ool
wiornan b b cabinet.

Adsir &t last vear s party condorcno the
facls deoded weowomen prgamserl i rhe
|ailioner Parey needed shaking ap, - Did
they propnad a joint compdigt. witde the
iions e for organdse and defend owonmen
PAart Lme wirkers! 1l I|'.|'1_|I [ Insn s
wet uge o batripalgsy with hlack wiamnn's

150l sexis

DrpEAnEATIang 10 npnese
Javes? Dhdd
wiork with Ieish woaicn i oppis:
searchiog? Moo they piopoand rooroview
and

TN ERTATIONG ey ash s o

-\.Ir||'|
the  argarbdatioh comderesoe o

faabmir women, Ehscussion e oevery
wranen s arcnon, trade wmion brasedy wead
CHLP were promdssd. Mot exactls the kind
nl the |j|_jr'=<__-; tlest ol sl the arrenrom

ol women in stroggle yanomighr think —

you'd Le pol, espoeally ooan o
vt Inoen far @a the divelssiomn has hap
pered, i has freserared and demoralised

WO

Women i the Labwour Paciy ol thy
umeie e warth b discuss clanges 1o e-

courage mr Cesde ien waeen 1o ke

aulive i b w8 reanssarnong, e

wie alsn want o cncottade more black
Irizhi
swirmvenanall felebs afs i rugele —
ter be wrpaedsecl g oanimon rh Tk

wimen, maere Ieshiins mure

W TR
Parey Tiavhieve vl see el s actisg

e, HCrERTINE anrd pawertul organisa-
Lo, where we  hasve discussions and
ik FOTES 6L VLD GOWTE LeTTIEE, [iH

Lherae of the NEC

amed  rmilesdurrinaed

i leadershigs.

Thie sty of il stppinimed the rrvivii
wid why as 8 vomplex and sordied one
MU were kecn, = section of the Labour
actiom [ LWAL]
leadership were extremely kevn, ool of

WOmen ' s commlies
conarses thie madtivnil excoadaive oty
thewaght i a gond lea o

Becrionsond XUPE ampd LWALD are e

rerested in Pasbmour Partye con-

rhest tha

(S RT

fergnce Inp sl win s von-

lerence eledl the woenvin 'y |_|'.<r|_-_5- w1y

b B Bt diw I|'|t3 L] e nl::l||“|'.I|| T

certnn Ly unoon |l'i||'|l'|.‘-|‘|-||_|h| the wam-
priiste ol rhe wamen s conferonees wionld
have 1o be alrered; in order to @ive
rhomiaelves more power.

Che proposal from DWAL bs that thie
Lede uniens and socialist speieries have o
Al e cent bloes and wonten from the
CT.Ps have the other 530 per cone 1 the
mirmher of delegates witlin the bloc [ur
the uniens- s

ted Wi the noeikbel of
women members in oeach  wico, then
sone wrpons, ke MUEE COHSE and GMA
would gol prapormomally more than the
ARL, EETPU. and o lorth. This wouold
ke the clecoon of right wang women t
the NEC less Likely

Wlile this e hange shoald be Sppormeed,
i sl i paiaecd — Tnothe way that = gee-
v of the 1WAC leadership believes. As
the mame time ay poitig lorswand s
method ol lncredsing the taede auion
vile, LWl e also proposing oodiecnas:
ihe: b of delegares from the Gl Tt
a'pund thiz rnoche buasie of “rativnalising’
and making the women’s conlerdoce
mnpe Crespectalile’ Phisds o stale e
Barck toseormen i The 000 Patin (FATAlE cife-
Wi shondd avor
ignnee the MEC s role i the review.
slan want oo chiaree e womnen's con
lerence, Rimnouk's

Ladn 1eade unmn leaders

ory

party it 1 guveon
dovs gt daclade hislshy' femuniss having
gy paticy, makime

It remais anclear a0 the me o
writing swhit will kappis ar pary con-
[eremey e thes question. The donsale-
g hal was suppeied o hove aken
phace bos pot happened The nariomal
Jibsatir seninen "8 COTRETI TS J:-Tl-dlla.l'ij |

dlo wiveent o facilitire uEsien and-wiis
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subtanon snd ek recomune ndatinns n
the XEC rancelled
somighady
renrEdrisr e postponed nudonal van

| s was bpivsirse

s e dhocigded 0y

Inrenee ol Ll wormen orgimalily
ghodaded  foe ke May and pow
renrransed  lor Mo viviher, Moo donhr

seibme eoprergnvit exeuse wikl be Till:'L‘ll.'!’hI
up bcencel thar as welll

The net result ol bhaving the review
foreed upon us duae been pegative. The
LIWAL have busied  chemaelves
whoeeling draline
propered oo ralk o them

[eiiglens

gl wirth  anwinn

Matmal and
reiopi| weanen’s committeeys have hard
avtvity  thwarted.
walnei’s ordnsaton that e powerfil

Lty We npeed a

ani rep

satacives We will only achieve
rhiv thrrmgh stropsle amd acton, o
thruwgh constitprinnal games amd ideils
with e unions lesderships

THESEETAL alnse of children, Tike all orher
farms of rape, 13 nor casentially abogn sexsal

i aboue Ui gbiese ol
prower biv i Ldher-Tgae £ Getber g any man
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eapieciathy gisle, i che fandly b ooe ol power-
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‘pormlt fannlics which are nor-abndgive as

desire o1 frostraticen.

lesspinss sitpcthiecs exisr in
well ay woes which are, anel &= long as
fatlier-figurrs have this power the paossibilioy
nf.child sraoal abwse will emain. T'he pri-
Slrme ob powerlssness @ ok peversed by e
mediil estabibishenent and siaal scrviees
when diey fdeal wih® chilel avamal ahuge; m
laey theew eapanmet the probliem.
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e roesncial sercioes b i Hhe weeussed
tather-fimares are mxddle cliss, Lhis b= @
thivar oo thie meth ol e dyslipe Hrsmal

Gamiply. Middle ¢

ahilie poattech e agonts af the st

tai bathier=lag s wee minre
i this

retett sociil sevires e partiieney

SOCTALIST QUTLQCE ~o 2 SepremberiUchobes 19l




lamas Laarsm

Dr_Muriet-tu H_igg: on her way in to Middlesborough town hall

In recent months there has heen a storm of publicity surrounding

the response of doctors and social workers o the sexual abuse ol

children, 1o Glesveland ek wing Labour M Smart Bell has waged —

a witch hunt against social

workers who, despiue all the mitations of

theirapproach, at least have med m interveneand disclose cases ol

childd sesua] atyase.

Dhifferent soctahst journals have developed different approaches
te this question. [ere, DANI AHRENS and JUDITH PATON

itiate o discussion by areuine thar socialisis must concentrate on

CLETILATIES W hi.l.'f;'.l I
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empower children w detend them bath againg

adults ind the arbitrary dikeats of starutory agencies.
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Wall Street
Banguet,

Ministry of
Education

36

1928,

ROGER SPENCER
1
known of the artisks whio
ominated the mural

movement which flourished

0 BN ELA was Lhe best

Mexico between the Lwis workd
WS

That suval painting waz 16
become Mexicn's perudiar
contribunion o the
achievernents of oodern an
wiy the result ol tee pirtiouloe
cultural, social and political
bigtory of Mexico, The
ratarlysmic pvenrs of the
Mexican revalutiin berween
1910 and 1920 were the
imipetos for the el
MV ement

Loy iy ways the Mexican
revolulion was nar ohe b
Ve revalurians — one
spcressiul, one frostraced. (o
the gne hand ir resulted e the
overthrow of the mumshockie
oligarchy ol landowners lead
by Pocfivio Dhiae anc s
replacoment by a modernizing
capitalist state and mling
class.

O the nrher hand., this
rransition of political power
from what 1n one sense wis
ome wing of the ruliong class (o
annther was nul achieved, a3
in oiher Latimn American
comrmiertes, without the
eruption onto the politicz]
stage ol the armed and
wrganised strugele of the mass
of the Mencan pomilarion,
predominanrly the peasanery,
in pursinit of it twn
independent a5pirariomns.

Tin the afrermath ol the
fewnlonon the mwral

s Wiz LR

Qur Bread, 1928, Ministry of Education

g "

Mexican murals

movenenl of Bivera,
Sigquetros, Crrozen aned nthers
was b

provided the radical and

The mural

revnlufnary artsts ol the
tirmes, with: the upportuaaty o
develop lorms of public arr
whiel siought toartionlare the
exprrienees 2nd aspirations of
the masses folliwing the
revolution ton still larpely
illivesate public. Far the few
Flalo 10 gav the chaner
shiovw thar s radicalism was
seill alive, if ot ics policies
at ledst in the art that i
speInsnred.

Rivera was the artistic and
proditical leading gkt of tas
miwement: Lo I he was g
lounding member of e
Mesioan Conmmuniss Parmy

ancl i P25 rogether wirk
arhers tormerd an armses’ tescle
rien, whise manitesto
procuined CArL muEe ao
lnger b the expressian ol
individual sanafartiom.. . by
shouhd hroame a fighring
echacative art forall’

lo faet, 1 the vwenues, rhe
puliticil bureaw ol the
Mexsican Conununist Paroy
contamed a8 majenty of
PAINETS

Tra sovies of cammissions
from varioiss InsnTunans of
thie Brate shrozghout the
iwennes-and thirnes, Rivera
developed his mastery of
murl compasicion commhinimg
e feszims ol his vears of
study ol European paanting
Irvm Renussance lrescoes (4
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Cohismy with an
understanching of Mexican

history, recent, cefonsl ang

e Ciukun 1 fomelier willl

the wedigerows and popuia

arl lurms.

Lo thie muirals he painred
Rayera consorierer] powerfid
and o narratives of the

cvervday life of the mass ol
wirbknrs and preasants, lie
experiences ol e revalution
anad hisaspuations for a
sociialisn Iutwee and. larrerly,
viviel pannramas ot nariomal
sty

Im the thicties he worked oo
pormrmissions o the Dlnited
States, sl farmmnasly omoone
Lroma J b LY Raockeleller
“Man at the drossraads’ which
wits destroved when

Bockeleller discovered that it
contiunted a luge portrait of
Lenin

Roiviera was oxpelled from
rthe Mexican ¢t for his
suppirt uf Trovsky and in facr
1l wizs ad his procnpling thar
Trorsky wag allowed 10 seek
refuge in Mesicn in 957,
hving for rhe first two years in
Foivesra's * Blue House'. Twao
vears later e broks from
Tronsky

Alwavea politically resiless
and undisnphned ailicant,
Rivera finallv ended up hack
in the Ci*with his ersrwhile
volleague and Trotsky’s
worlid-becassassin, Sigqueiros.

Rivera's artisil work was
procdigous, The commissions
[y receivied coniprised not jus
e ar rwo mnrals, bat often
hinndreds of paintines w oa

"




-II!:_Jr.' Ldeling | vanhy
prlsso conceivod asin
wlewiosical and-artisne whole

e gs sslimst impossthle o
it v appreciane the fill

v ot Rivera s art wirhar

Mpa i st n Mexen
iy and elsewhere. Buarnor
everyhody ean alfond such
armistie salaris: |l

[rehse oneg exhEmon of

The burning of Judases, 1924, Ministry of Education
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e work il
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H LU d0

Jowrmevmbo Press are o b
congratilated o pobiishing
mne of the fivst hooks devared
ton Bedvera in English. lnan
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Wachfors's ook provides &
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Welcome re-issues

DAVID GRANT

Ernst Friedrich War Against
War frurneyman. L6593

Ain Briggs Marx in London —
an illusrrated guide fiprneman
£2:09

TWO WELCOME re-
pubdicanioms from fepsepman
should be added 1o everyone’s
ponkshelvey — and not ondy w
support the etfurts of & radical
pulbisher o keep alive winrks
thar would otherwise giv ou ol
it

War dpgenst War first
]1|:||_'p]j5|||_"r‘| in 1924 b thie
amarchist pacilise Ernst
Friedrich 15 a grociling
phorograptie polineal
pommentat’y upon the carmage
af the first world war. 1L 5 alan
dn wlernatienalist call 1o
appnse war lrom an aorvess
whin participated in the many
wrath urgapisationg that
fAourished in Germany 1o the
revolutionary perod lullowing
tgr Bolshevik revilution in
Hissia. Yer more than thes ir
is an analvas ol the system o
capiralist exploltation thar
fruases =pecific #ennon upan
the pevchiolugical conditioning
nf: pepple which resolts in
acceptunce of war in the fon
ol *hopour’, ‘demuocrocy |
Hatleerdmnchertand™ Tig
mnessage 15 as valid iy as
was i the inter-walr perind
when Friedrich wias
inprisoned for “high-treason’,
his bonk alopne with his *Ant
war musenm Jawr heing
suppressed by the nazis

The photographic images
regether with the hiring irony
nf the cummenrary amass
damning evideper sgainst
icise responsibic for war. T
culprits never for one nstine
escape Lhe armising fngel
Frieddoh prines at them, The
depiction of mass slaagheer
budds with an ellect thar is
similal tn-a blm, the Black and
wlile photagraphy pilivig upon
each other like so many ol the
deael and smashed hodies tics
Liave caprured on film.

Thise in (helabouc
movement who {corredtly)
denounce the potential use ol

To die like a hero” frem
Friedrich’s “War ogainst

war’

{mistakenly/hy pocrncally?y
campaign for a massive buld
up ol cenventional weaponry
wolld dinowell o study this

honk. In an-age when miditary
experts talk of ‘surgical sirihes’
and ‘lgw-intensity vperations’
il b8 reminder and & waming
abonr the reality of rwencieth
cemiury mass imueder.

The second bonk 15 mea
much Behtcr vein, Marr m
Lomddon — an flustrated s
titkes us through the Lrials and
tribulations of thie Marx
family's long povied of exile i
London. With maps and
phivtographs we go fur o lour
ol the pubs Karl and his
comrades met and rank 0,
We meel up with the [alian
Germin und Fronch exibes
whi cane together o furm the
‘Interpational Working Mens
Assoriation’ n LHRE, e for a
Sunday outing to Hampsieard

Marxism analysed

MICHAEL LOWY

Frneit Mande!, Phe plies ol
MNotehioky
W mber

Markism o lastors
for Study and Resspech !

g0

THIS NEW SERIES of
Brochures pulbilishen by the
Amsterdanm: baserd

Internationul [nsanee fo
Kescarch acd Fducatie s
pavgurate] by 4 remarkable
st from Ernest Mlandel
Ropjernng b abstract,
academic and positvisiie view
b Narsiasm as g fpare stience
ncanriected W U sl
muvenent, he sersoout o
apply the meterialis
witerpretation of histoery 10
Marxism iEell i other wonds:
(o siriEate i 0 s gencral
lustorical coniest and
dialeerical relatinn Al Ance
[regration, critigue and

goprreession — with the social

wripnoes of his tinie, with
propren socialism and with the
workors moOveInncHT

Loy 30 glear, previse and
colteremt pages, Mandel
prearmis the gonesis ol
Sarsise, 10s fundamernstal
feamsres, Lhe personial dinerary
of Mary and ngols, amd the
receptiom ul their ideas 1o the

he:place ol Mamasm
istory must b wndarsassd
L lewels: as I.|||" CONSCIVWS
cxpression of the real
mowement for self
emanuipanan of workers in e
capitalisr svsien, Marxisn 0
muclern phenumenan; bal )t s
tles the Heir and exeruior of
rhousamls of vears ul
emancipatmry eflurs by toiling
hrrmanry, the copfinaarion ol
an olil rradition of dreams and
fighis by poor penple, the
exploited and the oppressed

{hve ok the anain
conrritiations of rhis broghure
Fs its critigue of the linesr.
gronomisticand mechunisnc
INTCTTCEr AT Inn= of MarxmEm —
L whioh ir cnunlerposes 4
cruly dialecticul eonceprion of

the conrradictons of hisgprical
vropress. Alung with rhe
spread af the dagialist mod
of productai — particatarty
1 ealonsed] countries. — camo
the ambiguilies of the social
apid eromuinie progress
embodied 1 hoirgeos soriety
“The viulent, dsmapuve
destrucuye and mnuman
impact ol vapiralism un pre
capiialisr societies o the
Ammericas, Asta oo Africs was
fur worsr than its (mpact on
prescapiralist locictics in
western, southern, eentral and

Heath, learn of (he rragedies
that Lefell mozt of Marx and
Jenny Vem Wesiphalen's
childeen, and, ol cowrse, visi
the favmus desh in the Brinsh
museunt gnd the temetary in
Highgate, Tan't expecl any
grest polirical msights oo his
work or an in-deplh analysis of
Vicrarian London! Afror all,
this s a reprint of 3 RBE
pamphlel thas was released w
mark the screcning ol ashor
programme ahoit Marx,
hroadease iy 1HZ. As
Thatcher and Telibit push
ahead o eliminate socinlism
{roen our television scroens and
bonkshelves; a0 is
l,fn.u_rf[{rr.l:a'r: v epredir that they
are keeping thislinde Lok

alive, Nive oncl

T"||..!'|-|w. were 1o FIgviiis
wrirtsty el ron passEendl

herpp FISTE Tt Lo aales 1his, o
e indignant alssl 18 and ti
pruolt againgl | s

shominable crimies

It was proocisely a Tinear
view of pongress which was the
i weakness of secomd
imrermarional Marsism e
nupr-n_i_—:eiuu al apmalism hf.
eprcialisn was moare or less
tnevitalilc . 35 @ result ol
ecpnoiie evalunon, and these
Marsisis paid enly scant
Arrerinon o e decisive
inportance ol poline
imiriacive. Ofen this implied
r:-:lwnpi.:ulu\;l' and even
disparsging of direer action by
the mussns, 3 theme which
rermaener confined o anarcho
syadwalist ¢ircies until 1905
{when the intermational
vurrent represented by
Luxemburg, Lenin and
Proasky emerzed)

This cencise wirk of
Mandel iy pot oply an
exrrprionally valuable
cdurarional tonl — as an
iminarion e Marxism {roo a
commatied and activist
standpoint — buc alsy dan
nriginal contribution thal
enriches and renews the debate
an the place of Murxismn

—-1

38 nuclear weapins and yes wiorlrd castorn Europe. Marand histary
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Cleaner fish

DIANA PATON

Aod Firtrbarrns Closimg Methoon

Crasive lollows four women
frarn varying hackgrounds
rradinnnal workmp dlass,
traditivnnl hourgems, ann self-
miade career woman and a
femamst, over several menths:
While at the start of the novel
they svem rather hand-pickerd
{even meloding a Thatcher
character, romplete with shop-
kerping parentsj, by the end
of the book Fairbairns has
created four real people, all of
whom we are interesied in dnd
rare ahbout

Thise women meet o5 &
women' s sales training Cnorses
faTART, selling. .. women!)-all
..1.]I‘.I'.Ii:]'|.f__'| ar matlerial suceess of
varieas ypes for different
reasons, The guestion
Fairbairns poses witlin the

laogk s whether wamen can
suceerd i aman’s waorld; and
if they can, ar whar cost?

Mone of them finds the
suceess she wiinis, The
feniinian maganne Torcsa
Heale 15 atruggling mnosave
from: hankruptey is taken aver.
Tt 1% transformed ineo ‘the
magurine lor the womman whoe
knows: thul the batile is over
anch sl has won™! New
Atlansa (s o prove 11
slegan by showing a hosr of
token women who have ‘made
it — within the exisiing
sysEiem including, of cotrse,
Thatcher heesell. However,
Closang shows the [allaty of this
idea — even the bourgeois
"femintst/feminine” woman al
whom the magazine |5 aimed
faces greal hostlity at werk.
She vannot prooeed furthe:
thian & certain poinl on the
career ladider.

Fairbalrns argues that
women can anly succeed by
becoming “cleancr-fish’. The
metaphor refers o & mythical

_ 7
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breed of fish which are allowed
safely im and out of sharks”
msaths. o clean the sharks’
teeth . wonien do not act like
thes towasds men, bt oy andd
campeie on cgual eoms, thow
are crished — as happena
Daphne Barckay A wornan
whir *sees oolv two kinds of
peuple: customers and
chHmpetitors’

Fatrhabms' analysis s fine
Aa far 3 1t gees, bur i ignores
the differences m the opions:
open Lo women ol dillerers
classes. All the women in
Clynmg achieve limited success
in business. The prohlems
lecime them are very similar
— hastlity 2nd patronising
attiucles from made colleagues.
These problems are facedl
individually; there iz little
recogmition of the impanance
nf the callective st ugule of
wWOoImen over ssues such as
equal pay, Thar s of
fquesiion does not anse,
because Fawrbairns® characiers
are nor involved 0 sioutations

REVIEWS

where these struoules are likely
L ertur The gussliong of
clags actiom and sal lariey are
rot rrally takes pp
Farrbamns belicves thar
waorietr are &l oa disicdvanioe
bBecanse we hivr a3 man's
wiprld, rather than 2 male
dominated capitalist world
Thyus all
suen as e saone
that Trimnis

WOTHEn 5 - 1nteresls e
Lhe wdea

e i lel

more suecesat

rthow [rarme

L

hourgens tenhtimee
presenred as acceptalile, as
lung as the technigues ar

tauirht by o waivian

Zon Fairbairns' brooks have
heame fiore sxpendive since
she moved from Firaee 1o the
mainstream Mehaen and
L1095 will be probilatse o
many. Sull, | loune Cletieg an
emjnvahle and viery well
written hook. T waoild
recommend 10 as haliday
reacing lor sacializs and
lerninists — such a shamie ihis
h'Jlltlu}'S senim swoh o dstans
Oielory fnow!
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JEAN RILEY

It vl wasT in koo the full
sty of thi Toalprddle
marryrs and their mporiance

n ]

i thie lostore ol (e Br
craelie wiviongam fhen don'
caperr eocfinel our from this
[ibrs Loy Seobs divevusn Bill
Flouglas. As zonieone whn
knows ot miach more than
the bare bones al their story,
Iwas left moexactlv the same
stare ofigparanoe when T lefr
the: cinema.

For mstance Lthe amdience
is teiled lierle of rhe political
context ol the evenrs
surrosficdmy the six lurm
[k s froi Dhorsct, or the
effect thear case had anorhe
infant trade unon movemenr
in Britain 2t the ime; or
iderdd, Ure role the events al
Talpnddle plaved in the
growth ol the non-conformise
and (Charl st matvemenis in

GORDAN MORGAN

THESITEMEY ta vl
Crlaspow s oo has recently

e

seored spme notable succlsses
From “nn mean ciry” and
gangs of the 1930s ard 19640
o U asgoa T niles Letler,
[roan * ret Clyadeside’ 1o
‘wariten fesrival T and
ruropean ity ol culiare 1597
The accotale "ty of
cullure” Was won agaimse
ronpetitin which included
Edinburgh, Scoand's o pital
and tradimonal culroral eenere
a5 well a5 host to vs o
major lestival. Ul pople of
(Hliasgow 9 Tesponse fo thrse
changes nf image 15
brermmaement. (Flaspow s sl
ar the boluon of niast
£ L FOEMERT sealie for muinple
deprivatiom — hung cancer
infant mortality,
anempdoyvment, bousaig and
so dorth. Yet the city cenime
i been wansfornicsl. Billions
are Luing vested in ity
centre liotsing, office blocks
antd wane hars; thearre,
caneeria and opera play oo
packed hisies; a mew operd

hoarae 15 beine boaidl, fowr and
five-star hotels and conlemence
penires are continually bemp
plurened o il

Ton mvany ways Cilasgow is o
rity of twoparts - the city
renrre iy being made G Jur

Tolpuddle muddied

the mineteenth cenniry. A
shitl seipuence al the

bcg ity of e Gl of farem
wirkors | mainly women
b arracked By sildicrs for
stiiashing fam equipinent and
Lurnioy hayricks wod one
Feriel referedce 1o Ned Lacld
were the only chies we were
given thar anvehing vlae was
going on ot the tme:

Cilearlv, it not Douplas's
e educite Lis audlenee
on the historical decalls aof the
perindd. Instead, the film
cincentrales oo the religigs
influcnees v Lovelessand the
nthor ‘marrirs” Al wore
methodisss aparr from one ol
thie =i whi, as 1t happened,
wirsi' U Lrade wniongst eatloe
anel whio wis onlv arecsted
branse he took the place nf
his hrather whenrthe police
carne for them.

Mooz and wloas of

begtherly ve were thi
driving lomees behind these
micn wha o o inlention of
hregking miny laws or using
vindemoe of any kil Tndeo,
whien Lhey were arreasted the
six subantted Lowally and one
peolicetinn was able 1w vhiiin
e Together aoed fead twen
away withonr any resistano

Even the anion which
Georpe Loveless ser up —a
bancls ol the Friendly Society
of Agrieuliural Laboarers —
had quasi-relginis iication
rites which made new
mcilrs seem mnre like
bodding mazong than
putential irade uniomiazs. The
iroay Ul this s that the vig
wrrg actually chirged amid
deporred for “admimsiering
ilegal naths”

Cdnie elewnont of the story
whitch was ronschedd on bur
whicly coulul lave been

A clash of festivals

st ons; lraders, vuppes,
rlimkies and tounsts — the
peripheral himising cstancs ane
[eft ti sragrate wirth decaving
EMALISATLE. TRIARSLVE
unemployment. poverty anrl
Uruge

Hevwever, the
Lrupslormation 14 poormplets:
b is sl sulbeiant il
cidtural idennification berween
the estates s tee cenre. 1y
wiag 0 pdantaan os ol
strengthen the piofeneral for
putirival vespnnse thar
“Muaviest” was brosrn,

Mlas fost started five yoars
agn largely ar the maiigation
hie trades souncil and rhe
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Tabour Party, 11 wrew, oud ol
frissrrarinm thar Mayday was
increasingiy heing
secularised” and made
rrelev At ta e Fonmney
and that therefore 4 polinical
aned eulturdl mtiaeive wits
reguared. 10 drew o the fao
thar comrmumniny and palitical
theatre companics anid folk
and rock gronsps conrmared o
spring up arnuned the cirv. It
als drew an the desire fiir 4
rival f=stival W Edinburgh

Lix spane wanvs Lese
ubyectives have been aclieved,
There sl & policdal tcae
rov Wlavfear, Tesareed thig
wear afrer the WMavday march
with.a special comeer wirh

Dk Glantghan aned somes by

[Tk TTenderson — i
ended a fnrmmighs larer wirh
apecial comeert inoaid of
Nicarasu W in audience of
2000 with Ben Ellon:
Alremmative Cabaret aod
Wildiar Threnghrut the
Festival there were polirieal
eveuts — Inun the celehranon
ol Lhe Glasuow weavers strike,
ter profitical Lheatee, sonys-amd
caliarcr. Alliouph U wire
many non-polincal exonts and
anews als, rhe theme
remained clear.

Maylear audiences wire
Tlt.'til'll'f.' drawn fromn Glaseow
and arranding arcas, vt
thiere wasa distines shortage
of peaple frogn the peripheral
schemes. The cost of travel
ond tivkets to @ ocity centre
VETIEC 150 than the
unemplignd can regulary
witord even wath rancessions
fior Lhe uniwaged. Farmmarely,
iz vear ineee comonnmniry
PVETIES WeTE argantsed n b
e, nnempioved wod
commaaiey centbes U ooaebitel
the iy, Yer bew of thy mrain
fostivatl avts perfirmed
neizhibourhoud locations, u
marahilt cavepion being
Wildeat who pHlevved o
dotlaim irear leasr 17 Tnearioms
corrtesy ol NALG
sponsursting

[ ilasts betweena
“reachiniginnl’ fesiivad amd

SOCALIST SUTLODN na

irveloped mogrear offner wis
the rule il the women who
uppeared Lo bmve play el some
pare i the Landon-Fhng

ETT
{ommittree which wis set up
ty eampaien for the sixand
Jouk atier their wives anid
amilics — sharles of woamen
arainst ut closares and the
LTS Sl U pn

Plie Bl s wvery long —
thres hours  and contams
sutite ey suirks cionetmaie
dievices, but il bs non ool
teclimisand e very boauiful
for foeke e, especially the
stenes =el o Australing In
fact, agiarl [romm U boutalits
sufferod by soune of the
rartyrs, the sis soemed herter
atf living in the sunshine in
Bocany Bay than the poor
sude [eil wp i e knees
mtid hack i Tolpaddle which
thromighont che fitm managed
tir bive wp well oo the facter
heall ol ibs name.

“winrking clasg’ fosrivil was
apparent in mediacomplain
Aabwniet thie lack nf
performanres-hy Scotrish
[Fper, BECBvmphony,
Scuctish Notwoned ©rchestra
atd olleer musal vroups
reaidont in Glasgowwhs
winald have been approached
tih pelay drr i tradiiomnal .
Lestival
Glaspuw s diternatisnml jazs

festival, oo the grher baned,
was firmly in the iiadibonal”
finde. Manv.of Glasgow's
pitks and elubs have remilare
jazr mighrs, and thras aod
inhers extended the range of
fves perlorming. owever, the
only locanons wlicee the lkes
ol Bermy Carrer, Diegy
Lrillespie and Sarah Vauobian
vouold b heard wore
rraditionad theatres with
auhaidiscr] but st expensive
tickerE, agan in el
ertres Clommranity cuvenls

et il a cenrral theme

Celiragow s Besiivals g viry

cogsful — bwing

A e und in belpmy
Lib wleer Colasgow s imagr
Mok muire work 15 need 10
inwoive e communiny,

how tvaer, i they aer o bie s
vehicle For ' oallugal chuope
Ui nmion invobve et ol

spnAO TR ot this tepe of
iniialive 1= easrmrial
e lueve thar dndd
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£10,000 for a monthly SOCIALIST OUTLOOK

SOCIALIST OUTLOOR was linnched in May but will become a monthly in the autumn. We think that a bty To s e thie
very minimum that is needed, given the urgeney of the political situation and the speed of events. Bur ty have a revular mon-
thly, with the range of coverage thal we want and our readers expect, we need money. Wr need money for full time stall. We
need money for typesetting and printing equipmen, We noed money w impeove the qualioe of aur desiun and production, and
the range of coverage.

Ohrr fund drive s being ser at Z10,000 10 be raised by the autumn. Given the strenigth of sur ciisting support, and the
sintennal thar the now magazine has, we think this ficure s exteenwly modest, We are asking all our snpporers. and 411 those

who svrnpathise with aur objectives, w help s achieve our goal.

You can do three things immediately, 11 von

don't alrcady have a sub ro the magazine, then A ; A wETER L W
subscribe. Fven i vou buv the mavasine resalar- e e
i ? Socialist Outlook offers all new subscribers o copy of Alan

; T Thornett’s new book From Militancy te Marxism for £3.00
cegutar one-off sale. It gives us vush uplrone, and offl

lv, a subscripfion is mure uselul 10 us than a

it wirks il cheaper Tor vou.

Second, woncan send us a donatios. There are Su Bs‘ RI BE!

1 Ay mntlhanares oo the leby, bur den 1here

are not many owhoocannor affued o osend us P g
Annual Subscription rate: (10 issues)

* £8.50 for inland subscriptions

* £17.00 for inland multi-reader subscriptions

* £18.00 for overseas airmail subscriptions (US $25.00)

* £54.00 for overseas airmoil multi-render subscriptions (US

$75.00)

sarmething

Third, v can take our & standineg order o our

spetial development fund

PN, ¢ 1o v im0 B i O W R W S 5y S S RS
P s e T e e e ey L
L SR
Subseription to start from jssue number ..o

Yes, | want o copy of From Militency fo Marxism at the specially
discounted rate and enclose a cheque for £15,45 for the book and my
one yedr subsecription. ®
[ | enclosa a cheque for £ tor o onpe year suhscription to
Sacialist Outlook,

Maks all cheques payable ta Socialist Outfoak.
Please return to: Socialist Outleck, PO Box 705, London,
5W2 5UN.

" Byekialler coly appiies fo Inlond sulsiribess;

Please complers thag form and sead i 1o: Soeiatiss Ontlosk: BO Box 705 Tandon SW2 3TN
Wl prowess it and somel om0 wour bank,

Yonir Bunk

Bartk Aelilarss

Yoour Foll Name

Yuur Bank Sermne Code
Your Acoin Numibier
Yooriar Adldriss

Please pay the Ceenperanve Bank PLE,

Chatlook Fund {aceoant pamiber 50338

wivg Hirhe Sntvey, Lot NUOTR (enrtioe rosde (04 W e the acronnn of Socpalan

20 the srmaf

e wiords . . b fra s

i thae | T rbathd ERET add thereafni eveny il il coammsrmanded. by e

Sigreld | Ry . . s Lhase
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