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Towards a summer of
discontent

JUST WHEN Labour’s leadership thought it was safe to
water down some more policies, telling us that collective ac-
tion and mass struggle went out with flared trousers and hot
pants, along comes another wave of good, old-fashioned work-
ing class militancy.

And no sooner has the TUC formally thrown in the towel
on the Tory anti-union laws— now reaching the level where it
no longer even asks a future Labour government to do more
than make a few partial alterations and legislate individual
rights at work for union members — than the port employers
threaten to wheel out the judges once more and take the big-
gest union in the country to the cleaners should there be a
docks strike.

The class strupgle, which never really went away, has
forced itself back onto the front pages: and each militant stand
adopted by one section of workers is reinforcing the anger and
self confidence of others.

The reason for the rising temperature in the workplaces is
not hard to find: while the dockers face a last-ditch fight to
save the Dock Labour Scheme, tube drivers, bus crews, rail
workers, engineering workers, BBC staff and others — even
C e lecturers — have been anpered into iaking action by the
runaway cost of living, coupled with relentless management
attacks.

The same basic causes could yet transform other normally
placid sections of workers into angry militants prepared to
take action against their employers and in defiance of an in-
creasingly unpopular governmeni,

Thatcher's main selling point had always been the
economic ‘miracle’: but that has now gone horribly wrong.
Infiation is now saoring. Petrol prices alone have gone up 30
pence a gallon (almost 20 percent) in just a l‘ew months.
Figures show that mortgage payers face an inflation rate of
19 percent, thanks to Chancellor Lawson's repeated rises in
interest rates, imposed to compensate for catastrophic
balance of payments figures as the whole economy lurches
inio chaos,

All this has helped kill off the credit boom: Access has al-
ready led the pack of credit card firms by declaring 150
redundancies and predicting tougher times to come, since
workers can no lenger afford to borrow more. Meanwhile
those caught with devastatingly high morigage payments and
looking for a way out now find the housing market paralysed
— as a result of Lawson's successful budget moves to freeze out
first-time buyers. The housing crisis rages on unabated, with
the public sector almost closed down, the market frozen atun-
payable prices, and agony for all concerned.
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When the going gets tough, the employers get tougher:
there has been no let-up in the onslaught on jobs and condi-
fions — not least on the rail and tube services, where staffing
levels have been slashed despite public alarm over safety.

As if to wind up even more, the Tories are also forg-
ing ahead with their wildly unpopular privatisation of water
and electricity, their universally condemned ‘reform’ of the
National Health Service, and the imposition of the Poll Tax.

With Thatcher's government visibly losing its grip on
publi¢ support, even the breathtaking incompetence and
spinelessness of the Kinnock leadership has not been able to
prevent a rise in Labeur's fortunes in the polls.

All of these Factors increase the determination and self-con-
fidence of workers as they weight the odds before opting for
struggle. Thereis a good chance that some of the stronger sec-
tinns will win substantial concessions on pay and conditions if
they stick to the new, more militant line of action, (This could
have the shori-run effect of bringing the whole of London to
a grinding halt — a timely reminder for the “designer left’
around Kinnock and Marxism Today that the working class is
still very much alive and capable of kicking back),

Even the dockers, who face a frontal confrontation with the
government, cannot rule out the chance of victory — if only
they can prevent Ron Todd and other TGWU leaders cring-
ing to the courts, and force them to wield the huge strength of
the union to defend their members.

The lesson being rapidly learned by a new wave of workers
in struggle is that ‘new realism’ can’t pay the rent, and has
never saved a single job. The only realistic way for workers
to challenge hard-faced employers and the povernment is
through the old realism — collective, mass action and trade
union solidarity, tapping the huge reservoir of hostility to the
Thatcher government, and brushing aside those timid Labour
and trade union leaders who would prefer to stand idly by and
waich jobs slashed and wages axed now, in the vague, vain
hopes that this will produce an electoral victory for Labour
in the sweel by and by.

As the workers' movement heads for a summer of discon-
tent, the need for a new, class siruggle leadership in the unions
is sharper than ever. The forces ranged in opposition lo new
realism in the Socialist Conference movement must link op
with those already active in trade union broad lefis and with
the new sections of militants emerging in today's struggles to
ensure that out of these experiences we build a hard left cur-
rent to break the grip of the right wing in the unions. With a
long, hot summer of action on the cards, the conditions are in
our favour.

Pape 1
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The dock strike

DOCEWORKERS ARE
RIGHT 1o see the Tory Bill to
abolish the Mational Dock
Labour Scheme as a fun-
damental attack on their jobs,
wages., and conditions of
employment.

The conditions contained in the
scheme were the fruits of a long
struggle apainst using dockers as
casual labour which resulted in the
the jailing of the Pentonville Five
in July 1972,

The national dock stnke, which
conlinued after their release,
demanding that all ports be in-
cluded in the scheme, culminated
in the Jones/Aldington report,

and the law

dispate was with them. It is clear
that each new extension of the |mw
against trade unionists since 1952
has been intmduced on the hasizof
a precise assesment of the balance
of forces — a judgement on what
the cousts and the govermment can
gl away with.

In any cuseitis very difficull for
a dock strke to be kept within the
law. Even if the pont employvers
fail towin a decision to outlaw the
etrike, that wounld not be the end of
the story. If the unrepistersd pons
continue 1o work, striking dockers
will picket them when their work
15 diverted, and this will be onlaw-
ful secondary picketing, If un-
registered ports join the strike, that
too will b antomatically declared

which offered job guarintess tn§
the dockers in existing Scheme &
ports but at the same time also con- U
firmed that unregistered ports
wonld continue to exist and would =
be greatly extended. =}
Thiz was a sell-ont which split ©

unlawful secondary action.
Several of the non-sheme ports
have already pledged suppori
ginge they know thol the wagss
and condition they enjoy are un-
derpinned by conditions in the

the industry down the middle and &

was bitterly resented by dockers at
the time. The Jones/Aldington
report was accepled by Edward
Heath since it was a formula for a
massive reduction in megistered
dockers. Under its proposals we
have scen areduction in their num-
bers from over 60,000 at the time
to under 10,000 today.

Mow, however, the Tonies pee
the scheme as offering unaccep-
fable guarantees of job securty
end conditions of employment
which are out of step with the con-
ditions they are impoging on the
rest of mdustry, This is in conflict
with their requirements for 1992
and the single Bwrmopean market
They have the nerve to present a
'job for life’ for a docker as oul-
rageons when most of the rulling
clasa{nol to mention TGWLT offi-
cials) have always had this
roCoTity.

The port employers, who have
alwayz hated the scheme both for
its job security and the joint ad-
ministration which challenges
their ‘right’ to hire and fire, have
welcomed the Bill with preat en-
thusiasm and intend to extract the
maximom possible advaniage
from it They have already an-
nounced the ending of the cumrent
national wage bargaining arrange-
ments, which are not a part of the
scheme but cxist as o separale ar-
rangement. The employers have
given ‘assurances’ on job losses
which are nghily seen fo be as
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worthless as the "assurances’
given (o the minerd during their
sinke.

All indications are that the ciar-
rent ballot will produce a majority
for strike action. Registered dock-
crs handle over 70 per cent of
cargn thmugh Brtish ports, much
of which cannot be swilched Lo un-
registered ports, which have not
the capacity or the special
facilities to handle it even if they
were prepared to do so. This is ad-
mitled in o Department of Trade
and Industry cincular o regional
offices which rays that: “sectors
heavily dependent on imports of
raw malerials or components
could face problems quite quickly.
Steel wvehicles, chemicals,
newsprint and textiles conld all be
hHir'

The dockers have hoth Lhe
determination and the industrial
strength to win the strike, but the
problem remains of the leadership
of the TGWTand its attitude to the
courts. Ron Todd's immediate
reaction io a dock strike is that it
must be within the law! He
presumably had the support of the
left majority on his exccotive for
this stand, mince the executive
agreed lo overrule the docks na-
Lional commiliee, who had agreed
to ballot the dockers ditectly in
defence of the scheme.

Todd’s stund is well o the right
al previous leaders [aced with

‘No, lads, don'l ask me o break the law’ — Ron Todd

similar situations, The NGA
defied the law at Wamington until
they were stabbed in the back by
the TUC. Arthur Scargill refused
Lo comply with the law during the
miners” strike, Print onioo chiefs,
Tony Dubbins and Brenda Dean
were at least threatened by the
courts before they complied al
Wapping. Sam MacCluskie defied
the conrts fora period during the
seafprers’ strike, saw his union's
agsets seiped, and talked about
being prepared 1o go 1o prison
before be caved in and complicd
with the law.

Todd"s position, announcing in
sdvance thal there would be no
resistance offered open en
couragement o the courts (o do
their worst. It accepted from the
oulset thal a strike woald be illegal
if it was sgen to challenge a
decision of Parliament! This
wonld repressnt the most far
reaching use of the liw ance the
Tories started legizlaing agains
the unionz in 1982, and would out-
law strike action aganst any
Governmien! decision — for ex-
ample the Baker Bill or the White
FPaper on the NHS.

If the courts are prepared totake
such a step at the present time their
decision would be based on what
resistance they expect, not on
technicalitics such as whether the
TGWII had met the port
employers and insisted that the

scheme ports.

The only viable way Lo defend
the Dock Labour Scheme 12 forthe
TGWL 1o be prepared to defy the
law if necessary, and see the sinke
as against the Government Ron
Todd is worried aboul the funds of
the nnion, bul the funds of the
union are worthless unless they
can be uged to defend the jobe and
conditions ol the membership, and
they can’t be whilst they are
hamatrung by the conrts.

Previous anti-union legislation
was destroyed becanse il was
defied. It was the dockers in 1972
who dealt the fatal blow to the In-
dustrial Relations Act with their
defiance of the National Industrial
Relations Courr,

If these political problems are
tackled a antional dock sinke can
become the comerstone of a light-
back against Thatchersm, at a
time. when the governmenl is
losing its grip on the ecopomy, wid
industry is [aced by a wave of dis-
]:lulfﬂ OVET Wagt I'.'IH.TI'HH gn,‘:!ifm!{"ﬂj
by rising inflation.

Intemational sappport for the
strike will be helped by the [act
that dockers in many partz of the
world are noder attack. Indian
dockers are on strike, Thers wos a
national one-day dock strke in
France in March and there have
been strikes in Holland, Spuin,
Awnsrailia and New Zealand.

A dock strike will of course not
recefve the support of Neil Kin-
nock (despile his talk at the last
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Labour Party conference of the
need towin the supporn of the £400
a week docker!) or the leaders of
the Labour Party, who see a strike
as an electoral liahility and have
already pursuaded the TGWL! to
defay the announcement of the
ballot result until after the Jocal
elections. They do not speak for
the lahour movement on this
however. All the rigns are that the
miovement will respond to a dock
strike as the did (o the miners by
organising a mass SOPpoIt Move-
ment throughout the country.
Alan Thornett

) PHOTO: Carkos G fa/ el oy

70 per cent of cargo is handled b ¥ registered

et
dockers.

THE ITALIAN government i3
trying to oui-Thatcher
Thatcher with its latest deep
culs in the country’s health
gervice.

A government bodget decreeat
the beginning of ‘April incinded
the imposition of ‘hotel’ charges
of ncarly £3 = day for the
*privilege’ of bemg a hospital
patient, People will also have for
the first time Lo pay for X mysand
other testa. For good measure the
prescription charges were jacked
up too, Plans amre underway to
replace regional political ad-
ministratiom of the hospitals with
mtonomous units led by business
managers. ., where have we heard
this befom?

The hoge Htalian. public sector
deficit would give Thatcher and
Lawson apoplectic fits- It is the
time-bomb ticking away at llaly's
50 cailod oconmmac success-story.
The cmployers want the govern-
ment fo fake inugh action — even
if thi= means rome mdoetion in
the ruling parties’ political
patronage through the public sec-
tor. So thoere 18 much alk mn the
raedin and political circles shout
the Thaicher example. Craxi, the
Sovialist Party leader, wani= 1o
impress the middle ground by
sherwinig that b can take the Lough
decisions that the Christian
Democats have shitced for =o
long: His man, Amato, s the
agthor of the infamous April
decree.

Formunately — and 1o most ob-
servers tolal surprise — there was
a magnificent response lo the
April decree from the renk and file

Italy

of the Iabour movemenl. Protest
strikes broke out almost im-
mediately after mass meetings
had been held in many
workplaces lo discuss this atisck
o wordking peopls, Whole cities
ground to a halt in the first week
of April as day after day workers
left their workplaces en masse and
marched down Lo the main
squares. This encouraged people
who had topay the charges on the
firat day tovoice their anger rather
than meekly submit

Police had to be called at some
hospilals ax people slaged
protegts. Health workers made
their solidarity with the palicnts
very clear —they know their jobas
and working conditinns ane next
in the firing line, Medical and
admin =taff have developed
varour sirategics to mollify the
decree’s offect. Paticots have
been asked to'sipn promises fo pay
if the decres in tansformed mioa
proper parinmentary law. Innther
placer they have heen promised
refunds inwriting il the deomee be-
comnes invalid.

Calls were
made fmm the
atarl by the foc-
tory shop
slewards com-
mittess for ans- E
tional general &

sirike. At no Zb

B -
thme had thena- £ ™
tional union E

leaders called 5
for sirike m:-E
tion. Powerless E.L‘-

to stop walk- | JE
outs they
cantiously ap

Mass protests against health

plavided Tocal mitiatives from the
gidelines. Bruno Trentin of the
lazpest trade union federation, the
Communist Party-led CGIL,
joined his fellow trede union
leaders 1o denounce lalk of a
general strike. Instead they called
up a team of experis to conjure up
an alternative package of
measnres fo solve the health
rervice s financinl crisis. They nc-
cepl the govemment's general
framewnodc of making ‘savings’ to
reduce the defictt, but want work-
ing people to pay & slightly
smafler ball for it.

On 'the Aprl 10 there was a
regiomal genoral sirike in Milan,
organised by the more militant
sectors opposed to the national
leaderships' line, and »
demonstration of 50,000, After
this the mnion leaders could no
longer block the momentum
towards coordinated national ac-
tion, snd agreed to a natioaal one
day general strike for May 10,
thinking it better to try and control
the protest than to let regional or
rank and Cile structums stan fo o

Britaln, France, now llaly:
the fight for health services

cuts

ganize nationally.

Already the force of the protest
has catised rifls within the govern-
ment. Donat Caitin, the Christian
Democtal health minisier, has
pleaded it was nothing to do with
him, but waz all down to Amato,
the Treasury minister, The decree
will become invalid after 60 days
if parlinment does not discuss and
pass it as legislation. Parly bosscs
in the five-parly coalition arc al-
ready manocuvring with g view Ll
gAining a percentage point hers or
there in the Jone Enro-elections.
The lag thing they wanl s sus-
tained prolest against an un-
popolar governmenl measire,
Craxi's Socialist Parly is slready
Lrying to distance itself {mom the
decee,

The wave of protest docs show
that the hard |=ft minority, in the
labowur movemeonl still retaine &
cupacity for taking a lead sgninst
the reformist trade union and
Comnmunist Party leaders, despite
the long stnng of defeats over the
lnst ten years, Struppls pays off.
Apart from the disamay in the
govemnment, concessions have
been wou, the government has in-
creased the mumber of categories
exempt from the new charpes —
stch as low-income pensioners,
wimmien with difficult pregnancics
and the chronicaliy ill. The May
10 general strike iz vitsl T the
govemment is to be foroed lodmop
the decree; but the unton
hurcancmts would hike nothing
better — il they are given the
charee — than to call #f off in ex-
changs for some shoddy com-
promise,

Dave Kelloway
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WITH MORE than one
hundred people attending the
Nalgo conference on the issue
in Manchester on 15th April it
is fair to say that a small step
has been taken to make im-
migration cases a trade union
issue.

The conference decided to es-
tablizh a Haison network (o tade
unionizls end others. A bookled
will he produced by the National
Black Membeni Group in Nalgo.
Resolutions will be going to na-
tinnal trade union coiferences o
form policies on immigrntion and
nationality. The conlerence also
decided to mobilise for alobby on
May 15 in Manchester, when
Francis Okanlami’s sppeal will
coming up.

Tt was expected that Labour's
spokesperson on immigration,
Alistair Diarding, would talk about

shout Labour's palicy review on
immigration. Instead he limited
himweelf to criticising the existing
racast and =exist laws, for which
he admitted previous Labour
governments had some mespon-
sibility-

The degrese to which trade
unions are iovolved in immigra-
tion cases varies o lol. Some
unions do nothing, even when a
case affects one or more of their
own mcmbers. Some just give
legal bislp but refuse to campaipn
o siop & deportation or to unite a
farmly.

Nalgo is probably the most ad-
vanced trade inion on immigra-
tion, and mnce 1982 has foupght
several successful campaigns for
itg members, In the advertising for
the April 15 conference Nalgo ar-
gued that trade vnione should *pot
only fight for tade wnion mem-
bers, but for all black people’.

Immigration: urgent cases for treatment

That would be a qualitative step
forward — meaning thal unions
should support all anti-deporta-
tion campaigns, and lead 1o a
palicy of opporing the deporta-
tion of enyone from Britain,
regardless of their stams. Whether
Nalgo will implement such
policies still has 1o be seen.

By 1992 the European Com-
mumity (BEC) will beoome Portress
Birope. An "iron curtain® will en-
the same freatment in all EC
countries. A person who has, for

been refused entry in
Adhens will not be able to pet info
any other EC country. Informa-
tion is already being systematieal-
ly exchanged among EC govem-
ments (o enmre this

1992 and the Sinple Market
Act are an stiack o all workers,
but particularly an attack on mil-
lions of immigrant workers. In the

UISA employers are subject 1o
sanctions for employing “illegal’
Iabour; In 1977 a Labour govemn-
ment sclect committes called for
the same to be introduced in
Brtmn! With the advent of 1992
such a policy could now be onthe
cards for the whale of Burape,

If the trade unions do nol begin
to tackle immigration issues, they
will be cutting their own throats
as well as betraying black
workers. The new laws will en-
sure that milions of mmigrant
workers will be left to the memcy
of the police, the courts, and the
most unscrupulops employers,
creating 8 two-tier workforoe,
where some have no legal rights,
appalling working conditions and
low wages: Such a situation will
vndermine the rights of afl
waorkers, whether members of
trade unions of fol

Finn Jenzen

France at the polls - for sixth

ON JUNE L8, for the sixth imie
in a year, eleciors in France
will be expected 1o vole, this
time for elections to the
European Parliament,

In the Mamh municipal elec-
tions 10 France end the Dverseas
Territorics, the Socialists were
widely credited with having made
considerable pmgress. This was
hardly surprising since they hod
such disastrous resuliz in the las
municipal election=in 1983 —they
could only do better this lime-

The balence of left and nght
e or less retumed the situstion
ter that which existed before 1983,
with local power shared almost
equally between the two blocs,
Heowever many mayors elecled on
the tickel of the PS (Sccialist
Party), the PCF (Communist
Pasty} and RPR (Conservelive
coalition) were ‘dissidents’, either
becanse they didn’t toe the pary
line{as in the-case of the RPR can-
didate, Miche! Nokr in Lyon, who
tansk a firmer stance against elec-
tovrul pacts with Le Pen’s racist Na-
tional Front than did his party’s
hendyuarters) nr becanse they
have becn expelled from their
party — such as the right-wing ex-
PS5 mayor of Marseille, Robert
Vigemreux, or the ex-PCF mayor
of Le Mans, Robert Jarry, who was
clected in the first round with well
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owver the 50 per cenl required.

The shift to the dght in te S
was cvident from the election of
many supporiers of the Prime
Minister, Michel Rocard MNewly-
elected mayors, such as Cathenne
Trautman (Strashourg), Guy
Ravier (Avignon) and fean-Pierre
Suewr {Orleans), are committed 1o
the mixed market and manage-
ment principles and are scomful of
socialist values,

The impression given by the
media that the Commiunist Party
had only marginel support is not
bome out by the facts, The PCF
started off with control of 67 large
towns - the zame number as the
EPR; it finighed with 53 (the same
number as the UDIF confedera-
{iom ).

O the other hand, the varions
parties on the hard lefl achieved
varying degrees nf success. The
‘New Left Mevemenl” {Nouvelle
Gauche, NG) Tell Ter short of
achieving the son of omity en-
visaged af itz founding conference
last December. This movement
encompasses parts of the Jugoin
Commiltees (formed o support
Picme Juguin's Presidential cam-
paign last Summer) as well as the
FGA (Federation pour one
Gauche Altemetive) which had al-
ready dissolved sl in anticipa-
tion of fusion with the NG and the
PSLI (Parti Socialiste Umifie),

which anneunced at ils congress in
mid-December itz intention of
fusing within the coming year In
addition there were a small num-
ber of unaligred militasts and
some members of the Revolotion-
ary Communist League (LCR) as
well as some Communist-
Renvvateuns (MCR).

In total this represented some
2500 of the 8000 militants who or-
ganised with Jogquin for Lhe
Presidential electiona, Officially
the LCR and the MCR did not par-
ticipate in the launch,

Ironically, the disappointing
result obtained by Joguin in the
Presidential elections created the
rmpetus o launch the sew move-
ment, before the mmaining en-
thusiasm disappeared altogether.

The congtimtion of the new
movement was dehated last
Muoyember and the LCR vigorons-
Ly opposed the text. Alain Krivine
of the LCR, explaned: “At first,
Juguin's candidature was an at-
tractive proposilion. 1L enabled
two different coltures to work
together. Unforiunately, the elec-
tion result won little more than the
urual hard left voles, In these oir-
cumsiances, we think il would be
wmng to submerge the revolulion-
ary character of the League inio a
more hetemgenous body when we
do not yel know how it will
evolve:! Howewver, the LCK does

time

net Tole out the possibility of be-
coming part of a new onified or-
ganisation in the futore.

It is perhurps not surprising that
so many disparare elements of the
hard left, s=ome new (such as the
MCR) and sone old (such as the
LCR) and with varying degrees of
organisational control, were wi-
able 1o snstain the momentum for
unity indefimtely.

The faot that they worked
iogether for the Presidential elec-
tions, and in some cazes dorng the
municipal elections too, is an ei-
conraging sign, Mow the priorities
of the LR le for the time being
in building struggles in the work-
ing clags, whers il has been very
active of late, inlervening in the
national nurses strike as well asin
smaller local disputes. A reciuit-
memt drive is also taking place in
the Mord/Pas de Calais region,
where membership cards are
being issued on an experimental
basis.

While strengthening ils profile
in the working class and building
its party base, the LCR = looking
o the European electinnz as an op-
portunity to campaign with
militanis in other parties soch as
Lutte Chuvnere and the NG,
order In present o united front at
the polls,

Dawn de Kock
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ON SUNDAY
April 9, well over
30,000 women
and men filled
the space below
the Washington
Monument to
hear a starry
array of speakers
and enlerainers
supporting abor-
tion rights, 5
before [illing \
Pennsylvania
Avenue and ts
surroundings a8
far as the eve
conld see, nght
up to the Capitol,
where a second
equally starry
cast of speakems<- X
kept its au:Jiem%i (-
ChEﬁrinngFrl.hrEf%‘
bours, i

Ouly around3
100,000 had been
expected — which S
would have still™
toepped the previous
pro-choice march —
bt the nembers o=
tally dwarfed the biggest-ever
anti-abortion demonstration of
TEO00. Tt even topped the 1963
civil rights demonstration of
250000 with which muny were
comparing it for size and — even
miofe — spink

American women awaited the
judgment of the Supreme Courl on
Webster-v-Reproductive Reghts
Services which could vvertum the
historc 1973 court decision that
led to abortion being legalised in
Amernca. It was the inuninence of
this case, heand on Apal 26, that
led in shodion being the main
theme of this demonstrarion called
by the Mational Organisation of
Women and brought so many
hundreds of thousands out that
day. Further loval demonstrations
were held in many parts of
America on the day of the hearlng;
in Mew York thousands of women
Taid coal-hengers on the steps of
the Pederal Court.

Cipe theme at the mlly, heard
again and again from many dif-

Campaigning agalnst the Alten Bill in Britain.

ferent speakers, was that it was
necessary lor the prochoice side
o reclaim Tor itsell the ' pro-life’
lahel. Anti-shortionisls were only
fuor Foetal life—after that, baby, you
were on your own. Campaigners
for choice were the ones fighting
for the overall agenda that woold
mean mal choice for all women.
Typical amongal the speakers was
actress Valerie Harper, whose
main concem is homelessness,
who denounced the anti-abor-
tinnists with blazing anger fior Ltheir
tntally anii-life atitmdes. A num-
ber ol speakers - urged by shouts
fromm the massive crowd — drew at-
tention 1o the missing woman -
Harbara Bush, known Lo be pro-
choice, but silent on the subject
since her hushand became Presi-
dent.

American anli-abortionists
have been Increasingly osing
violent tactics, though their main-
stream supporters pablicly give Lit-
tle suppori Lo these methods.
Doring the period of the
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demonsetra-
tion, three
clinics: were
N fire-bombed.
Equally
problematic
oW i1
'Qperdtion
Rescoe’
w b e n
hnndreds of
anti-abor-
tionists pray,
sing hymna
and -hie dowsm
in [roal of climcs, whilzi othess
surmound women altempting to
enter them and wse disgusting pic-
tures, modeis, dolls and other
methods to try and dissuade them.
The pro-choicens are Gghiing back
neing a varety of tactics from in-
junctions, persuading the police to
ese their powers bo prevent harass-
ment and obstrictinn, etc — tomore
inventive ones, such as the time
when the ‘rescoe’ leaders hid the
tables tumned on them — pro-
choicers sumounded their head-
guarters, thus preventing them
lzaving for live hours!

Anti-abortionists are increas-
ingly using these same tactics n
Batain, too. A Boumemouthclinic
run by BPAS has been *picketed”
by ‘pavement connsellors” at least
once a week and we need (o to
prevent the situntion escalating as
it hasin the States by leaming from
the straggle there,

Over the past few years in the
States the anti-abortionists have
grabbed the headlines and made

the moves. What came over clear
ly from the demonstration was Lhat
women — whether they remem-
bered the days of illegality and
believed & retum to them was im-
possible or they were young
enough to have grown up with
shortion rights - had woken to the
danger that these rights could be
taken away from them.

To mark the march 2 viden had
bezn produced, 3 pro-choice
answer 10 the infamous A Silent
Scream’. For me, the most toudh-
ing moment of ‘Abortion [ur
Survival' ishearing anelderly man
in tears as be reads a lefter his
beloved sister sent him wlien he
was puly 14, orying to explain to
him why she was seeking a (then
illegal) abortion. "And whilst [ am
acared, anpry and sometimes dis
gusted, [ suppose that most of all
I've become some sort of a rebel.
Tam determined to fight back and
Irealise that with this choice Lhave
to accept the risks that go along
with thiz bartle... Lask for your un-
derstanding even though it may
luke =ome time for you fo accepl
the need [or such o struggle on the
part of your special sister and all
women in their struggle.” He was
never in see hip @ster again. She
lost her personal battle, bol her
generation, their daughters and
granddapphrers are in fighting
mood today. She and the
thousands who died with her will
never be forgotten.

Leonora Ligyd

{'Abortion for Survival' in svailable

for hire from NAC. Details 01-
405 480 1)
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Decades of betrayal that led to
the dockers’ last stand

The National Dock Labour Scheme is
under assaull from the Tories, with the
connivance af the employvers. Here BOB
PENNINGTON, who was an official of
the ‘Blue Union® on the docks in
1934.55 looks at the fistory of the
scheme and the soruggles of dockers for
improved conditions.

Right until the last war and the Nation-
al Dock Labour Scheme of 1947,
casualisation had been a
scourge on Britain’s
waterfronts,

Mayhew, the Viclorian
philanthromat, wrote of the
hinng system, saying: “Then
begins the scafiling and
scrambling forth of count-
lesz hands, high in the airto
calch the eye of him whose
voice may pive them
work_. Tolook into the faces
of that hungry crowd is to
zec a xighl that must ever be
remembered .

Tt was not ootil the fimst
world war that entry on the
discks was mgulated bul the
‘frae call” was still the way
the pverwhelming majority
got their jobs. How little im-
provement had been muade to
that degrading end humiliating system can be
seen by the report of the Shaw Conumission in
1920 which argued; 'If men were merely spare
partsin an industrial machine, this callons reck-
oning might be appropriate. But society will not
tolerate much longer the continuance of the
employment of human beings on these lines,
The system of casualisation must, if possible,
be tom up by the roots. 1t is-wrong.”

Cazoalisation had its moots in the fluctoating
aature of deck wiork and in the employers” con-
viction thal it was the only economic way that
demand and supply could be malched, As they
were only trading for profit, they saw no reason
wihey men should not make themeelves available
for hire when, and only when, there were ships
to load and untoad, Becapse the unoons did nod
challenge the profit motive, and saw their func-
tion siniply ar getiing the best deal within the
system, they were unable to'mmmt an elfective
chaltenge to casualisation.

Wartime measures

The amval of the second world war saw a
changed mtuntion. Emest Bevin, former
General Secretary of the Transport and Gonemd
Wotkers Union T TGWLUY, became in 1990 Min-
ister of Laboar in Churchill*s coalifion govem-
ment He, along with the rest of the govemnment,
was setionsly womed that labour shonages

‘The iabour fo

would seridusly affect the docks, For Lhe first
time n over two decades unemployment lad
virtually disappearsd, and the government wr-
genlly needed dockers, When the inlerests of
the bourgoisie were threatened and the inef-
ficienoy of casualisation jeoperdised the waref-
fort, something had o be done. Conseguently,
the dockers and the employers wer registersd,
and the labour lorce was given a guaranteed
wiezkly wigs.

These war-ime measures showed that the

old system was neither necessary, nor was it in-
vielable, However the real question washow to
repluce it. There was an obvious case [or
nationalisation. A single employer would have
heen mn a far better position 1o forecest moom-
ing work and distribule Jshour accordingly
How, asked the advocates of nationalisaton,
could & multipbiesty of firms, made up of ship-
g companies and gtevedoning firms - whoe
never consulled with each other on such mat-
ters — plon anything so complex 45 the overall
aliocation of Isbour?

The post-war Laboor government had no
stomniach for nationalising the docks, nor did it
evei have the smblance of 1 plan for such an
undertaking, But if hed promiscd to end
camalization, and had to come up with a soln-
tion. Under pressure,_ the port einployers reloe-
tantly accepted the principle of a maintenance
payment, but wanted o retain control of hiring
and firing and the admunistmtion of docks and
harbours. The trade unioms were oot ot all in-
clined to give up their say in administering the
register which determined who got hired The
full timye officials particularly enjoyed the post-
tiong that legislation had provided, seeing this
as an extension of therr self-perceived role an
medistors between capital and Tahour.

At the base, anvmg  mnk and file dockers
there was a strong mood of militancy. In March

1945, even before the war had ended, 10,000
London dockers were on stoke. Again in that
September a strikes which started in Birkenhead
spread nationally, lasting six wecks, This was
over a palional pay award and was bittedy op-
posed by the new Labowr govemment, the
Tories, the Liberals, the Commumist party and
of course every "nght thinking” trade union of-
frcaal,

The situation was explosive. A militant
dock labour force wanted reforms thal would
end casualisation per-
manently, would
provide a guarantesd pay
packet and joba, and m-
prove salety. Employers
who psed the ports for
importing or exporting
their goods favoured
measurgs that would
speed up turn-round
times, and cut down on
disputes, They were
therefore sympathetic 1o
measurcs that wonld
provide & siable lahour
force, whilst heing op-
pused 1o nationali=abion.
The nnion bureancracy
did  not  favour
nationalisation either
They wanted o reinin n
system thal gave them
power by government
decres — much preferable in thelreyesio having
to mobilise the membership in struggle — and
which provided them with privileges and perks
The Labour povemment saw its job from the
oulsel as being to reconcile these different in-
tererts. They were anxiows to pet rid of the old
anarchic system that had plagued the docks for
yeam. They even wanted a better deal for the
Iatsour force — as fong as il did not antagomnise
the employers too moch

The 1947 compromise

No single section of the conflicting groups
was alrong enough to impose its own solution,
The climate of opinion in 1947 would not have
toleruled a full-blovwn retum tothe old meéthods.
On the iher hand there was no leadership from
the umons or Labour's left, that was able, o
even wanied in lead s campagn for nationaliss
tion. Thus the 1947 Mational Dock Labous
Scheme was from its incephion & compromiss
It was cenpinly an improvement on the post,
but hardiy represented the dockers” millenium,
Az Lord Devlin said later: "The mizsconception
that the scheme wos a concession granted Lo he
dockers and not the hest means ol snlving the
industry's labour problems has to be
eradicated’,

Neverheless the scheme wis a step forward.
The woesl aspecis of cusualisation had gone



Dockers had won some job
security and & minimum
goaranteed pay packet. The
trade unions had the oght to
contro]l 30 per cent of the
regisier, which meant they
coritld determine the monnt-
ment of halfl the labour force.
The opions were also fepre-
sented on the various boards set
up under the scheme, and on the
disciplinary boards.

OF course the class struggle
conlinued. The labour force
leept in=isting on betler wages
safety improvements and an in-
creased [ail-back puarantee to
provide a decent wage if no
work was available. In the carly
years of the scheme there were
nationitl unofficial dock stnkes
in May-Tune 1948, Aprl 1949,
May-July 1949, April-May
1950, Feboary-Aprl 1951 and
Oclober-November 1954,

These were led by unofficial committes,
often in. alliance with the National Amal-
gamaled Stevedores” and Dockers” Union {in-
varably dubbed the Blue Union after the colour
of their membership cards), whose 7,500 mem
bers were then solely based in London, and al-
ways againsl the official leadership of the
TGWTLL It was a Lime when dockers were in a
favoarable positicn to build on and extend the
gainn of the scheme, but the opportunity was
not tzken. The TGWL, particularly nnder the
altra-right wing leadership of Arthor Deakin
and his shori-lived successor, Tiffen, prefered
to eollaborate with the govermment and the
employers than 1o allow scope for a politically
militant leadership, and so the ndvances that
could have been made did not take place,

The break to the Blue Union

The Blue Union played & mle in the life of
the ducks out of all proportion to ils sire, and
was o constanl thom in Lthe side of the
employeis and TGWLI officialdom. ln 1954
thousazits of dockers in Liverpood, Bitkenhead,
Manchester and Hull, exasperated with the Ar-
thur Deakin and the relusal of the TGWLU
{known on the docks as the *White Union’) 1o
fight the employers, decided 1o yoin the Blue
Union. The Holl dockers senl o message o
Liverpoal which said: “For many years we
dockers in Hull have resented the way that the
TGWL has bandled our dispuates, Time after
time we have reported oor grievances o the
TOWL, oty to be told ‘our hands are (ied”, We
of Hull have decided thet the time has come 1o
do some “vniying - Thus the Blue Union came
o Hull

What Birkenhead dockers’ leader Billy
Johinson was to describe as ‘the bigpest prison
break in history” [ollowed. Around 15000 to
165, (K0} dockers 1n the Northem ports joined the
NASD. In Bikeilenad, out of a labour foree of
ahout 2506, only twi of three stayed wath the
White Union, The appeal of the Blue Union in
the northem ports was that it was hated by hath
the employers and the White Union.

The MASD was a relatively democmitic
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andon. All its officials were clecied every three
years, and thus under the constant pressure of
the members. Repori-backs invariahly went Lo
muass meetings rather than to brunches. The of

fimals had to operate on » mandale from the
membership, wnlike the TOWLU where they
were controlled from above. Although the 1955
recogiition strike failed, the Bloe Union still
relaiied 8 presence in the northem ports. In
Liverpool, the successful strike of 1967 should
be credited to the unofficial committes, whese
chair wag Jimmy Benbow, an old-time Rloe
Union militant.

By the mid 1960s, following the retum of &
Labour government, the employers and the port
users weore exerting snormous pressure (or
change. The age of containersation had
dawned, and the technological revolution was
arriving in dockland. Who better to make sure
it did, than Prime Minister Harold Wilson, who
had boasted of Labour's intention to spply “the
white hieat of the technological evolution” 1o
Brtish industry, He and his Minister of Labour,
Ry Guater, appointed Lord Deviin to report on
the docks, Phase onc of ks report completed
the abolition of crausl labour, in retum for the
introduction of productivity deals and the end
of the picoe work system. Tt also tightened dis
cipline and attacked so-called ‘resirictive
practices’. This =2t the scene for a number of
bitter disputes. The vnrest on the docks was
denounced by Gunier as "commuonist led’ - Wil-
son echoed this when be told a dinner of Lon-
don wine merchants “Everyone here will en-
dorse his (Gunter's) words” — and not
surprisingly they did!

Devlin strikes again

In 1972, under the Tories, Devlin dtage two
was introduced, This accepled containen sation
pa the employers’ terms and laid the basis fora
proliferation of unregisicred ponts and the es-
tablishment of inland container bases, which
would in effect be inland ports doing the job ol
regstered dockers, Dockers began picketing

| the pew pnregistered ports; and a5 5 resull the

TGWL! was fined by Ted Heath's National In-

FFrEFrransinl

dustrial Relations Ciourt over the picketing of
Heaton's Transpon in St Hellens, where
dockers’ work was being done by unregisterel
Labearr,

Liverpool dockers stmck, and the strike
spread. Evenmually five unofficial Lendon
dockers” leaders were arrested and imprisoned
in Pentonville for refusing to stop picketing
Midland Cold Stomage. A wave of stokes then
hit the docks, the print. and other industries;
even the TUC threstened a national one day
stoppage: The government was forced tofind a
face-saving formule in the face of mch mmis-
tance and the dockers were relcascd.

After the Pentonville Five were freed., the
nativnal deck sirke eontinued, demeanding the
extension of the Mational Dock Labour Scheme
toe all pnregistersd ponts. B was 8 moltant sinke
with extensive picketing of the unregistersd
ports. Terry Tumer, a Hull docker, kept a diary
of the 1972 events and he records the condi
tions oo some of the unrepistered whafs;
‘During recent picketing at these places i1 has
been seen that ships work with casual labon
employed for a pittance of a wape, and that
sometimes the crews work the cargoes”. At the
same time, in Tumer's own port of Hull,
employers were insisting (hat there was &8
wurplus of 300 dockers.

Jones sells out

When the Aldington-Jones report appeared
il was & sell-nud. It inlked about making a deter-
miined efford to bring container work into the
docks; but the reality. was that in relum fora
guzrantee that existing dockers in the scheme
ports wonld hiave a *job for life” {provided they
resisted the pressure to toke redundancy), the
unregistered ports would proliferate and the -
dusiry would be split. Tomer commented
‘BPockers see this report a5 a palliative, Some-
thing more substantial is required about
dockers” futures before peace can come’. The
Darly Mirror estimated the proposals would
mean the loss of 2000 jobs by the end of the
yeur.

There was bitter resentment from the dock-
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Jones - co-architect of a sell-out.

ers at the report. Jack Jones called a pation-
al docks delegate conference of the TGWU
to try to get them fo accept the report. There
were thousands of dockers outside Transport
House when the conference ook place, and
great battles with the police. Afteralong bat-
tle Jones swung a majority in his favour.
When thiz was announced there wers riots
ontside und dockers stormed the meeting
room. Jones was physically attscked, for
which dockers were later disciplined by the
anion. The Mational Port Stewards Commit-
tee tried to keep the strike going — bof it was
impossible againal the weight of the TGWU.

The dockers’ fears had been right Al-
dington-Jones reduced registered dockers
{rony 60,000 then 1o 9,000 todoy. 1t was also
the end of the Blue Union, which had played
a militiant ole in these events. One of the
most apt commenis amd about the Blue
Umion carne from Mormis Foley, a former
TGWL! full time official, whe said: “This
anion (the NASD) had done & bot for our in-
dustry. They wete for many years the back
bore of the union movement as {ar as Lon-
don was concerned’. Unfortunately a
culmination of dwindling membership
caused by mdundancies and an ersion of
their negotiating nghts finally foreed the
NASD into amalgamation with the TGWLL

Mow that the chips are down in anew con-
frontation with a hard-hine Tory povem-
ment, todoy’s dockers are once again up
against o crisis of rade union and F!.'I]ilitl:ul
leadership, and facing the need Lo organise
their owm strength toensare they are nof held
back by the likes of Todd and his co-thinkers
among TGWU officials and execulive mem-
bers

There is 00 scope for hall measures, M the
dockers are defeated or sold out this time
around there will be lintle if any chanee o
come back agamn for another iry later on:
dockers have much to defend, and the song
traditions of docks militancy have much o
offer other sections of workers conflronting
toeday s ruthless employers™ offensive.

Fage 8

A new ERA for
education?

The past few years have seen a ferocious
attack on working class educational in-
terests by the Tories, culminating in the
passing of the 1988 Education Reform
Act (ERA). The Labour leadership,
clothed in iis new realist garb has either
been silent on these attacks or bent
under the pressure of the Tory offensive
towards supporting ‘progressive’ no-
tions such as regolur testing! The NUT
leadership has been more interested in
defeating and marginalising the left in
the union than in mobilising teachers in
defence of their interests,

The combination of ERA together with the
defeat of teachers over pay and conditions, the
defeat of feft Labour councils and the deleat of
the Inner London Teachers’ Associalion
(ILTA), which has been the vangoard of lefl
teachers, mark a qualitative defeat for the work-
ing class, and hence the saccessful nstallation
of key elements of the ‘new Tory education’.

Local management of
schools

The keystone of ERA is the introduction of
Local Management of Schools (LMS). More
than the national curmiculum or even nalional
testing  this will change the foce of British
education.

There 18 genume dissatisfaction, both among
teachers and parenls, with the bureavcratic
management of schools by Local Edvucation
Authorities (LEAs), By offering apparently
greater power to schools and to parents and
governors, the Tories hope that they will win
copsent io olher changes. In this context, @t
should be noted that while some genuine
powers are handed over, the overall effect of

ERA is acentralising one. The Act provides the |

Secretary of State with well over 100 new
powers, i_m:lurl'u'lg the power to lay down
detailed programmes of sudy. Moreover, the
pewer which povernors will have under LMS
will be severely constrained by lack of funds
and governing hodies will end up having to-ad-
minaterexpendiiurs cuts andjor sperld nme and
clfort om fund-rising from privale sources
Neveitheless, il is nécesgary for the Jefll (o
develop a policy which allows genuine par-
ticrpation of parenis and students in the manage-
ment of sehools

LMS mignals the end of effective local
authomty control of education. Where education
lias, since 1944 fornmed the major pan of Tocal
authority expenditure, together with housing
and social services, LEAs will now function as
*clearing houses” for the distfibution of funds ta
schools, Oaly 7 percent of the education budget
will be allowed to remvaln under the direct con-
trol of the LEA, and this will have to be spread
very thinly to covera range of “discrehonary”

provisiom, [rom school meals 1o in-service Fain-
ing of teschers (other than that fanded dircoly
by the govemment), support for children with
*special educational needs” and supply coverto
allow “lacility time' for teachers with amon
responaibilities. LEA's will be unable to lay
down policy on such izses as gender and
‘racial” equality { thouph they will be ellowed 1o
provide guidelines) and, other than the distribu-
tion of funds, their anly real function will be the
inspection of schools to ensure that the nativn-
al cumculum is being deliversd.

This will have disastrons effecis on the
power of the unions in the education sector,
which will be forced to negotiale in small,
single workplaces, since national and local
agreements on conditions of service wall be-
come untenable and unenforceable. The elfect
of LMS, taken together with npen enrchment
and the possibility of opting out, 15 likely to be
an ircrease in competition between schools and
between individual teachers. The NUT (and
other unions) will need siraiegies for prevent-
ing this. In particular, the tendency of the NUT
to look increasingly to ‘case work’ is the vp-
posite of the strategy needed — especially when,
as in the case of the Highbury Cuadrant
teachers, it s unwilling to defend militants
within its nwn ranka.

The ERA and women

The vast majodty of people employed in
education are women. The cffects of the ERA
and, panicula.r,, of LMS on them are likely tn
be disastrous. Equal opportunities practices
may well appear to be (znd may objsctively be)
more expensive. Rights to malemnity leave are
Likely 1o be under early attack — indeed, there
are already signs thal it wall not be puaranteed
in all cascs. Part fime, temporary and cusual
supply posts are overwhelmingly held by
wormmen, and these, too, are likely to be increas-
ingly threatened. Dinner supervisors and clean-
ing staff will also be under attack with the in-
troduction of compulsory competitive
tendering: These are issues which the: left must
take up and foree the unions to fight on

Opting out

A with the proposals for re-osganisation of
the MHS, opting out is a staging post on the moad
ta privatisation. The issues raized by LMS will
bex even more acute in schonlz which have opled
ont, which will have tntal control of employ-
ment and conditions of serviee, Under LMS
employment will be in a somewhat ambigrons
position — contracts will be with LEAs, while
hinng and firing will become the responsibility
of the school’s povemors. However, none of
this ambiguity will exist in opted oot schools

| Contracts will be with the school alone, and

governing bodies will be able torefuse to recop-
nise unions, o decide on the terms of their con-
tracts and 5o on, without let or hindrance.
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While most of the schools which have |

decided to opt out so far are those under threat
of ¢losare or thosse in wealthy areas whers
parents aspire o private education, there have
been some voled Lo opt out by parents in inner
city areas { Small Heath school in Bimingham,
lor example), where cuts in education expendi-
ture by the LEA have led parents to helieve that
their children's education will benefit from
being removed from LEA control.

The national curriculum and
national testing

Baker's intentions in the introdoction of
LMS and vpting out have been well thought oot
and, in the absence of major action from the
unmions and the Laboor Party, are quite likely to
be successful. Buot there is a contradiction
within the miroduction of the natlonal cur-
riculum which can, and should, be exploited

Baker's ideas on education are simplistic,
based on his own memories of { private) school-
ing. Althvugh the members of the varions
wiorking parties on the Natonal Cormenlom
and on lesting have been hand-picked by him
for their record of conservalism in education
{Profs Black, Cox, and co), their reports have
aot been in line with his demands. In particular,
the Cox Report on the English curriculum has,
for the most part, been based on the best prac-
tice curment in primary sclools.

In =pile of sending the reponts back for
redrafring, and, in the vases of science and
myaths getting most of whal he wanted, there
remiaing the possibility, particulardy in the case
of Bnglish and particulaly in primary schools,
for progressive teachers to subvert the inten-
tions of the Tores, The problem with this will,
of course, be that the introduction of ratonal
testing is likely to lead 1o “teaching to the rest”,
just &g it did in the days of the 11 plus - some-
thing which progressive teachers must opposc.

This s not te argoe that left teachers should
conlent themselves with trying (o subverl the
peationil curriculom. Monctheless, it is impaor-
tant that every avenue for opposition to ERA
should be used, and this 15 one which must not
he lorgoien,

Racism and religion

The oversll effect of BERA is likely lo be
racist, Under LMS it ix likely that schools with
targe numbers of blsck students will lose fund-
g, which will not be compensated for by the
use of Section 11 [unds. Testing will opete in
racisi {and sexist) ways, with farge nombers of
black children relegated to lower streams carly
on in their education. In spite of this, there s a
large section of the black community who
rgard the infroduction of the national cur-
riculum as being positive, hoping that it will go
some way towards cnsunng eqoality of oppor
tumily for their children. The concemn of these
parents over the institutional rcism of the
education system, necarly 200 years afler the
publication of Bemard Coard's How the West
Incdian child is made educatonally sub-normal
in the British school system, is well-founded
and means that we have to ensure that an anti-
racist perspective is imegrated into opposition
to the Act.

Meanwhile, the clause enfoncing Chnstian
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worship has in-
creased pressure
lowards the ez-
tablishment of
denominational
schools for Mius-
lims mnd other
black groups. This
pressure must be
resisted and nl]
forms of religious
worzhip in schools

While all this
represenls an enor-
mously significant
attack on working
class mights it car-
nes within il the
hasis lor conlinuing
the Aght. Whereas
I years agn, the
majority of ieachers
voled Conserva-
tive, today the at-
tacks on their pay
and conditions of
service and on the
education system
us 1 whole hog seen
the radiculization of
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a large layer of
teachers.  The
nsajority of teachers are dissatisfied with ERA,
and flashpoints are bound to anse as LMS i=in-
troduced in &ll arcas.

Recently the Socialisi Teachers” Alliance
{STA), which is the largest left prouping in the
NIUTT, has hegun to move away from a narrow
view of the task for left teachers as being pure-
Iy 1o do with pay end conditions. 1t has
produced & Charter for Education, which has
been taken into the Chesterfield movement
STA mesmbers facilitated the education
workshop at the Women for Socialism Con
ference and are among those leading the
Women for Socialism day school on Socialist
Feminism and Education to'be held on June 10,
The 3TA is sponsonng a model resolotion for
this year's Labour Party Conference, which is
based on the need for action on education which
i not confined to pay and conditions; and its
resolutions to NUT national conference
spanned a wide range of issues, including
salaries andconditions of service, mcism, cqual
opportupitiea and Local Management of
Schools.

At NUT conference, the STA inflivied a
number of important defeats on the executive,
notably on union democracy and racism (with
the executive accepting the STA msolution
sfler their amendment 1o it was heavily
defeated). The STA effectively set the ag::nd.n
for conference, with its resolutions being the
main ones in virtually every section. The
‘Broad Left’ {which, in the NUT, means the
right) leadership of the union is in disarray, with
sectionsof il opposing General Secretary desig-
nate Doug MeAvoy’'s moves to tum the NUT
into another EETPT], and they were clearly
divided on a number of crocial kssnes at con-

Ference, For example, Manan Darke, who will i

Baker's ideas are based on memaories of private schools.

almost certainly be opposing McAvoy in the
coming union elections from within the ' Broad
Left’, made a speach opposiag the axeculive’s
position on whether NUT members should
apply for jobs in City Technology Colleges:
this proved critical in swinging the delegates
behind the STA resolution.

However, there is still a long way to go. Ex-
actly how to fight LMS effectively will be the
subject of further debate wathin the STA, and
will certainly be discussed a1 a Conditions of
Service Conference to be called by Ealing NUT
in-conjunctiem with other STA-controlled As-
sociations in September.

The resolutions at natiopal conference call-
ing [or action were either namowly defeated or
only namowly won, and General Secretary Fred
Jarvis was ahle to argue, at the end of con-
ference, Lthal such & situation did not provide a
mandate for sction.

The defeat of the excontive on issues of
democracy has led to the union s lirst everelec.
tion for the position of General Secretary, to be
followed later in the year with elections for
Deputy General Secretary. The STA's can-
dhdate in the General Secretary election will be
Bemard Regan, and he will be fighting on a
class sggle platform, paying particularatien-
tion to the needs and nghts of women, black
and jeshian and gay teachers. In the curremt
silualion in the union, it 15 entirel y possible that
he will mn McAvoy moch closer than the
NUT’s leadership would like, and that STA
candidates could he elecied to the posts of
Deputy General Secretary and Vice President,
If this heppens, it will epresent a major move
to the left for the unioun.

Debbie Epsiein
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TR ST R A R T S e
Apartheid’s

murderous role in
Namibia

Evidence of South African atrocities
against Namibian freedom Fghters is
mounting. A decumentary film, show-
ing the bodies of combatants who had
been shot in the head at point blank
range, was screened in the US Senate on
April 18 and is due (o be shown on
American TV at the end of April,

The South African mililary ie hunting out
and executing fighters from the People’s
Liberation Army of Mamibia (PLAN) in the
nornth, while Soath African battalions are lining
up along the Mamibia- Angmla border to calch
any lightem who try to get back into Angola.
Earlier in the month. Sanday Telegraph cor-
respondent Simon O Dwyer-Bussell reported
(Apnl 9, 1989} that he saw 18 dead combatants,
most of whom “had apparently besn shot in the
face al close range with small calibre weapons®.

This information complements what
SWAPO, choreh sources and local civilians
have been siying for the past few weeks con-
ceming the battles in the nothem Namibia and
the breakdown in the United Nations ceasefire,
For weeks now Namibians have insisted that it
was South Alrica who broke the ceasefire and
that South Adrica has been using the fighting in
the north az a cover 1o conduct a “scorched
earth’ policy against civilians {in which
hundreds have been killed or wounded) and o
‘shnot-to-kill" policy egainst PLAN com-
butants and SWAPO aclivists. Bui who lis-
tened?

Al the first news of the outhreak of fighting,
along with Margaret Thatcher's propounce-
ment that ‘a very serous incursion has taken
place___and wecondemnit lotally”, the majority
of the westermn media (particolary the British,
with The Independent taking the prize)
launched inte & scurillous altack against
SWAPC, Without any of the factz at thal time
being known, an® relying on South Afrcan
nuilitary sources, SWAPQ was condemned as
the aggrersor by supposedly sending its com-
batants over the border from Angola on Apnl
1, and thereby bresking the formal ceaselire
which came into effect at 4am that day. The
rows that have hroken ol since have centred
on the interprelations of the Umited Nations
plan for Namibia's independence and itz related
resolutions and documents — UN Security
Council Resolotion 435 - and the supposed
agreements reached at last year's peace talke,
particularly in relation to the ceasefire and
SWAPD's military wing, PLAN.

SWAPD has always argued that Resolution
435 (1978) was a massive compromise. Had
they not gone along with it they would have
beenacensed of trying to hold upthe implemen-
tation of Namibia’s independence, It was, in
fact, a watered down version of the eardier 1976

Resolution 385, which was drafted by the now- |
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defunct Western Contact
Group (Britein, 178,
France, Canads and Wezt
Gemany), topether with
South Africa, outside the
framework of the UN,
Needless to sy ils terms
are very favourable fo
South Africa.

Resolution 435
relegated the UNs 1ole 1o
one of monitoring the clec-
tions, with Sooth Africa’s
colonial Adminisirator
General in Mamibia in ef-
fect orgenising them. The
does not insist that Walvis Bay - the country's
only desp water port and crucial tothe economy
— ir an integrml part of Namibia 1l was annexed
by South Africa in 1977 (using 19%h century
British colonial treaties! ), together wath severl
off-shore islands, South Almcas says it will
negoliale the foture of Walvis Bay and the iz-
lands with a ‘frendly’ govemment.

SWAPO has not even been party to any of
the peace nepotiations mnce Jaly/August 19821
Since then, the Svuth Africans, backed by
Reagan, Thatcherand co, have consistently ar-
gued thet they wonld not sit at the negotiating
table with SWAPQ. They potaway with dictar-
ing the conditions of the peace talks. SWAPO s
abrence [ast year at the peace talksbetween An-
gola, Coba and South Afriva over the futurs of
Mamibia and the issue of Cuban troops in An-
gola was a scandal

Namibia's independence process was set (o
begin on Aprl 1. Mo sooner had the formal
ceagefire come into effect than the South
Africans accused SWAPO of breaking it by
moving PLAN combatants over the. border
from Angola. The Sooth Africans then re-
yuesled that the LIN Secretary General s special
mepresentative in Mamibia, Marti Ahtizasn,
sanclion the use of South African police umils
Lo reamd up the PLAN fighters.

By a stroke of lnck, Marparet Thatcher was
on hand 1o rwist Abtisaari’s arm inlo going
along with this (and to denounce SWAPO 16
the world's press). Local Sooth Afrcan police
sumounded and attacked a PLAN wnit at around
Ilam at Okshenge in northern Numibia
Eyewitness accounts of the incident all repon
thar the South African foroes opened fire fir
The UN inguiry into the presence of PLAN in
the north later stated thal the combatants had
‘no hostile intent’. Six local Sowth African
Defence Force (SADF) battalions, incluoding
the notorious South West Afnca Testitory
Force™s (SWATFE) 101 Battalion, were let out
of bases 1o assist the police units. What then fol
lowed was over ten days of some of the worst
fighting in Namibin's war of independence.

While the SADF, its notorious Koevoer

ohn LisbanborgMNCCT

Apartheld’s gunmen pafrol Namibia
independence plan | counterinsurgency unit and its local SWATE

battalions went on the rampage, they were
elevated by much of the media into a freedom-
loving peacekeeping force, obviously protect-
ing Namibia from maurading bands of
SWAPQ fighters. The smcar campai g ugaingt
SWAPO got into Tull rwing, full of meist and
patronising insulls, msinuating thst SWAPO,
reprerenting black people, were incompetent
andoould not understund or were misrepresent-
ing whiat had beeit wrlten down in the moimds
of UN documents and resolubions conceriing
Namibian independence, SWAPO's President,
Sam Nujoma, came under persoul uttuck as the
westem press led 1o fabe] him a “tribal leader’
in an attempt to dismiss what the libemtion
muovement and the masses of hlack Namibians
have been strugpling for over the decades of
colomial rule. In contrast, the South African,
British end LIS govemments were pontraved as
beyond reproach and obviously telling the
truth.

In retrospect, it appears that Scuth Africa’s
deliberate bresch of the ceasefire and iy sub-
requent afiacks on SWAPO were well planned
and well timed. They were well dmed 10 crin-
cide with Thatcher’s ‘onexpected’ visil to
MNamibia’s capital Windhoek on Apnl 1
Thatcher and Pretonia were in this together,
days if not weeks i advaoce (Preloma knew
long before anyone clse that Thatcher would be
going to Windhozk). Whal is more, the
presence of PLAN fighters inside Mamihia
before Aprl | waz cenainly nol news 1o (he
South Altcans— they have been fighting a hosh
war against PLAN for the last 23 years.

But whv woild Soulh Afrca, in collusion
with Tharcher, trylo sabotage the PeArE prodess

| before it had got off the ground? The whole ex-

ercize was designed to give the South Africans
intemational credibility in theirrole in Mamibia
and to isolate SWAPO. It was a chance to 1est
how Tar they could manipulate the TN
peacekeeping forces, and to gel everyone nsed
to South Africa dictating the terms of the inde-
pendence elections, It was alsn a chance to
seore alew military points against SWAPD and
totry to demorelise and intimidate people inthe
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lead wp to the elections,

South Africa’s illegal occupation of
Mamatia is the central issue in all this, pot the
location of SWAPQ s fiphters, And the key to
stopping lurther bloodshed is the immediate
withdrawal and disbandmenl of afl South
African military and police forees (including
Koevoet and SWATF).

There was never any vonfusion oo
SWAPD s part about the provisions For PLAN
combutants in the vanouns LN docunveats and
respfutions. Nowhere does 1t state that FLAN
should not be m MNomibia ol the owissl on
Aprit | When Resolulion 435 was adopled it
was envisaged sl at the tinie of the Tommal
vepsefive PLAN fghters would be be confined
L base s lnNamibia ynder the supervizion of the
UN Transition Aszistance Group (LTNTAG),
South African complaints against this
procedure were never resalved by the UN, who
up until the last minute fudged the issue, despite
requests from SWAPQ o clanfy the situation.
Pretoria and Tharcher, to deflect scrotiny of
these documents, anneuneed that SWAPO had
hroken the Geneva Protocol (Augnst 5, 1988),
which according to them, stated that all PFLAN
forces should be north of the 16th parallel (in
Angola) before the: peace process could start
This document does nol say anything of the
kind, It refers to PLAN fomesm Angola{nolin
Numibia). In any case, this was still a secret
document on Apnl |

It is true that the beauty of such hureaucmatic
document= 1= that they are often vagoe and their
nieandngean he manipulated, but the main point
hiere (2 not the interpretation of documents bt
that SWAP(Q was ngain not party n the limt
place 1o the lalest peace pegotiations, which
stafted in May 1938 in London. To add insolt
toingury, Soath Afnca, Angola and Cuba met
pear Windhock (inside Namihia!) and drafted
the Moumt Etjo Declamtion (Aprnl 9) which
made provisions for the withdrawal of PLAN

forces from therr own countty — without the
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.. -S.umh Africa is keen to isolate SWAPO: ve, February rall

liberation movement being present.

UN Capitulation

Once & UM peacckeeping force arrives ina
colonial country like Namibia thers is a feeling
among many in the west that everything is
going to be all right, This is oflen hased on the
assumpiion that the LN is a neutral body whoss
interests are divorced from those of im-
perializm, that it iz able (and willing) to impose
its will om the comflictmg sides in & war and thet
everyone invelved will be persuaded 1o abide
by the mles and play cricket, In £act, looking at
other eolonial and neo-colonial situations, for
cxample the Congo and Lehanon, the LTN"& his-
tonc mle is previsely o come dewn on the side
of ils paymasters, the imperialist countries,
when the crunch comes:

And the UN role in Mamibia in the past few
weeks is a plardng example of thie. Ahtispan’s
sanctioning of the nse of the South African
military (the colonial power!) to *police’ the
liberation movement was a terrible betrayal of
the people the LN is supposed to be protecting.
It was also in contmvention of Resolution 435!
Az SWAPO Secrstary for Information and
Publicity, Hidipe Hamutenya, said in London
recently, “the same people are killing us,
whether under South African or UN flags’.

On top of this, UNTAG has been shown up
to be wholly incompetent through its lack of
prepamtion in deploying its peacekeeping for-
ces. But the source of this leads back again to
the major powers. The permanent members of
the TTH Secunty Council (Britain, US, France,
China and USSR} reduced the size of the
UNTAG force down to 4,650 They were
wamed by African stares and the Mon-Aligned
Movement that this would be a problem. Even
the nriginal number of 7,500 is not engugh and
was hesed on caleulations made in the late
1970¢. Since then Soulh Africa’s military
presence in Namibia has damatically escalated
not only m the number ::T:.'unm."l‘i‘pl! b-r.‘l.ug senl

y I Katutura.

in yenar after year, but also in the formation of
the SWATF and Koevoel as well ar the deplay-
ment of the South African-backed UNTTA han-
dits in the north. Due to LN Security Cowneil
delays only a fraction of the UNTAG force was
staticned in WNamibia by April 1 and only o
handful of them in the northerm war zone.

With South Africa’s Administrator General,
Lowis Pienaar, calling the shots over their
‘rght” 1o ‘inlerrogate” PLAMN Rghtzrs and his
proposal that “verificalion operations’ take
placs io find owl how many combatants have
gone over the border and what types of
weapons they are using, SWAPD quite rightly
iistrocted bts fghters o go'back over into An-
gola without reporting to the UNTAG assemb-
ly poants, The whole set-up was a trap, the as-
gembly poinfs have been swarming with the
South African military, and as mentioned ear-
lier, captured combatants are being execoted.
South Africa has also recently admitted to hold-
ing 28 PLAN prisoners under AGY (which
nreans detention wilhoul trial for an indefinite
penod),

The performance of UNTAG gives
Namihians litle hope al this time that there will
be nne hundred percent * free and fair” elections,
What wall happen when people come oat 1o
vole ot UN-monitored election stations? Will
the UN stand idly by and let people be in-
timidated or even murdered for danng to vole
for SWAPQT And who will be checking the
hallnt hoxes to make sure votes are nol rigged
in favour of the small pro-South African par-
ties, such asthe Democratic Tombhalle Allmos
(DTA) who will be taking paat in the elections?

I Pretoria had illosions that escalating its
Lerror campaign against the civilan population
in the porth would break support for SWAPO
then they are mistaken. The north has long been
A SWAPD stronghold and there 15 no indication
that the escalation of the war in the last month
has weakened support for the liberation move-
ment. During the fighting civilians continued
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to sssisl FLAM fighters by hiding them,
by going themselves to check out
whether the UNTAG assembly poinis
were safe for Lhe combatants, Churches
in MNamibia issued wamings to the
fighters that the assembly points were a
irup. The mass organisations of workers
and students, the National Union of
Maniibian Workers (MUNW) and its six
affiliated unions and the Namibia Ma-
tional Students Organisation (NANSO)
have come oul ficmly behind SWAPO.
Together with the Couneil of Chinrches
in Mamibia they orpanized a mass rally _
in commemoration of “our fallcn;_g
meedom fghters’ on April 9.

The South African propaganda =
machine, by focusing on the issuc nl'§
PLAN's presence in Namibia has™
managed to deflect intemational atten-
tion away from other South African
schemes to sabotage ‘free and fair' elec-
lons and future independetice, For example,
South Africa’s poppet government, hefore 1t
resigned in March, recommended sweeping
privatisation of public services including
health, post and telecommunications, water and
transport. The NUNW rightly claimed this plan
waz simed at sabolaging the independence and
launched a campaign in opposition o privatiss-
tion in March. Thousands of workers marched
through the capital Windhock on Apnl | in
protest and have threatened & general strike if
the policy is aof mversed. If cverything is
privatised by the time SWAPO wing the elec-
tions, how much longer will it take o new
govemment to undo the dumage. And how
much easier it will be for pro-South Alrican
capitalists in Mamibia to subotage easentinl ser-
vices il they are under privale ownemship, oo
to mention the demands for (irancial compen
gation they will try to extract from 2 [umee
goverment who will want to renationalise
these fervices.

i izaue of voter registration wall be a major
hurdle: South Alrca is trying lo gel as many
jon-Mamibians ag posmble to register as resi
dents while trying to place obstacles in the path
of exiled Namibians being able to vote. Louis
Picnanr, whois drafting the election procedures
{imugine! the colomial administrator is beimg
given Larte blanch to do this) 1s proposing that
the voting age be 21 — ths excluding masses
of youth who form the base of SWAPO's sup-
port. He proposes that one year 8 residency in
Mamibia I sufficient to vote. Colonel Boies, in
a letier 1o mainly white conseripted South
African soldiers in the ‘91 SWA' brigade sia-
tinned In Namibia, reguests his troops. "to g
ticipate in the election campaign beginning on
Tune 26, Make sure thal you register a5 a volor
and also that you vile. Even if you now live in
the Republic of South Africa, I specifically ask
you fo make arrangements Lo teavel twice to
SWA [coloninl name for Memibia] — et 0
regster, then on Movember 1, 1o vote. Tmyself
will dovso,” Botesclaim=that p:’ﬂp].\‘: will e able
Lo vore il they were bom m Mamibia o if they
have lived there [of one year

The 1IN Specinl Representative has yel to
approve Fienaar's proposals, but on past perfor-
mance he may well goalong with whatever the
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Koevoef thugs in Eengola, northern Namibia.

South Africans have in mind. This would mean
that thouzands of South African soldiers wonld
be ahle to vote — on average over 30,000 con-
soript troops and thousands of regulars have
been deployed in Namihia each year over the
pust deeade, not 1o mention the thovsands of
LINITA tmops thal ane now registering as
Naniibiana! Meanwhile, Mamibians themsel-
ves may be penalised, Wil all the Namihian
youth who have been bom in exile, mostly in
{he SWAPD seitlements, he sble to vote? Nol
if South Africa has its way.

Fienaar is also prevarieating over the repeal
of all recist and oppressive laws saying that
only thuse specifically telated tn voting
procedure need be aholished. South Africa, al-
reidy conceding that SWAPD will win 2
majority, iz hell-bent on rigging the elections to
stop them gaining more than rwo-thirds for the
Constituent Assembly i November. Withom
the two-thirds they will not be able to dictare
the terms of the fulure constbmon.

Mimulbians in general and SWAPO in par-
tioular were never nnder any ilusion that the
heginning nf Namibia's independence process
would on smoothly. They know anly ton well
wlhat Seuth Africs ia capable of. Neventheless,
after years of struggleand saenfice on theirpart
and years of South Alrican aggression, super-
power mangoveringand U dithering, theirin-
dependence is close, Despite the'set-backs of
the last few weeks, the independence processis
still on course

Itisinlhe interests ol the inperialist powers,
particularly Britzim and the 1S that Mamibias
independenie gocs ahead, The US desperately
wants the Cuban forces our of Angola. Brinsh-
based multinationals (=g Bio Tinto L) wanl
tes hiold on to their massive economic involve-
ment i Mamibia Thatcher, i line with her
“diplomacy without sanetions’ palicy wants
argie that Namibia's mdependence i3 proof of
the comeciness of this strategy. She wall use it
tov argue Lhat all sanctions against South Afrca
be dropped and that the apartheid siate be
broaght buck into the intemaisnal capitalist
(ol South Africacan no longer affond s cost
ly cccupution of Wamibia, and sapchons afe
starting Lo bite Pretopa’s mam econonty

The Sowviet Unlon, in line with their mp-

prochment with the west and their need Lo wrals
down their involvement in southem Africaasa
whole, want an end to the war in Angola. This
s dependent on an end tn South African agyres-
sion against Angola and therefore Mamihia®s
independence. 1115 also dependent on stoppmg
all US znd South African military aid (o
LINTTA. What must siot happen is a gsell-ouf of
Mamibia in the interests of peace in Angola and
Soviel diplomacy.

In the long-term, the Soviet Union, the
socialist countrcs and labour and socialist
movements troughoo the world should cam-
paigil hard to assist SWAPO to win more than
atwo-thirds majority inthe elections, Any pres-
sure on them to make concesiions to Soulh
Africa will not only set back Mamibia’s rask of
reconstnicting the country butwill seviousty af-
feet the direction of the long-term siruggle
against white supremacist rule nside Soulh
Africa A SWADPD victory and wdependence
i Mamihia will be s massive victory for the op-
pressed, not only m Momibia, bt throophoot
the region and inside South Afriea

Ros Young

Campaign for 'free & fair
elections and a SWAPO
victory.

For information on how your trade union,
Labour Party, community group, elo can sup
port SWAPO wnie (o the:

Namibia Emergeney Campaign (jointly or
garised by the Namibia Support Commiltes
and the Anti-Apartheid Movement), oio 13
Mandels Street, London NW1, 0]-387 7966
or (1-267 194172
The NEC is orguniging the Tollowing ac-
tivities, Get delegated from your union,
Labouar Party, etc:

Saturday 13 May

- Mational Mobilising Conference, Conweay
Hall, Red Lion Square, London W)
{pearest ube Holbom}, 11-Spm.

Sunday 14 May

- Activists Meeting, University of London
Union, Malet Street, London WCL (nearest
tube Goodge Street), 10.30-3 Hipm.
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Revolution from above?

Wakening the
Soviet masses

There has been something to
delight almost everyone in the
exciting surge of evenis in the
Soviet Union since Mikhail Gor-
bachey took over as party leader
in 1985,

For thuse who belisve Soviet
workers' problems wonld be solved if
they only had 4 paiamentary system
ke Lhase in the west, there have been
the first purinmentary elections since
1917,

For capitalist ideolognes com-
mitted fo the values nf the free marat,
thete are the proposals for perestroika,
the restrociuring of the Sovict
cconemy on markel principles,
together with the proepect of substan-
tial openings for omside investment
and massvely increased westem and
Japancee trade with the LISSHE.

For the White House, Margare
Thotcher and the NATO oold warmors
there have been Gorbachev s dramatic
militioy concessions and wulatesal
treop reductions, with the prospect of
e Lo come, as well a5 g sharp num
towagds a concihationist foreign
policy —bnding i1l for the struggling
regimes of Micaragua, Angnla and
Mozambique, but offering an olive

branch o the mcigt regime in South
Africa and capitalist governments in
South America,

But by far the most historically sip-
nificant and desp-going change has
been the policy of glasnes, the lifting
of the chill climate of fear and repres-
sion established 10 decades of dic-
taterial control by the Kremlin
hureaucracy since (he rise to powerof
Jorel Stalin in the mid 1920s. While
Gorhachey end his co-thinkers see this
as n meens of strengthening their hand
aguinsl stubborm elements of the
bureaucratic old guard, they have
taken steps which have allowed the
Soviel working class back into polili-
¢l life: it is a huge gamble for them to
take,

Already, almpst every political
issue — from the desirubility or other-
wise of a multi-party state, to the ex-
i=tence in the USSR of a massive layer
ol chronic poor, the exlent of
buregaucratic prvileges, and even
criticism of the armed fonces — has
been opened up for debate, at first in
relatively exclosive academic and in-
telleciual vircles, but now increaring-
ly by sectinns of workers in and out-
gide the Commuonist Party. It seems
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that the only fipures exempt from
criticism ure Lenin and Gorbachewv
hinrsedl

In January, the party Ceniral Com
mittee decreed a blanket rehabilitation
of all the "hundreds of thousands' of
thiose enjustly executed or imprizsoned
under Stalin, Leon Trotsky, co-leader
of the October Revolution and firsd
leader of the Red Amiy, remaing the
cnly prominent victim of Stalin's ter-
ror not yel to have been rehabilitated.
Much of the parry bureaucrcy, in-
cluding Gurbachev, still use Trorsky
as & convenient demon-figure
whenever they wish to oppose certain
tines of policy. However there have
been larpe meetings calling for his
rehabiliation asa leader of the Revolu-
tion exeented on Stalin's orders. Ar-
rangements {or the publication of
Trotsky's major works in the Soviet
uiiion arc already in hond.

The lifting of political 1ahonos, the
relaxation of censorship and mestnc-
tions on meetings, and the explicit
repodiation of o many pastcrimes of
the bureaucracy would in themselves
have had deamatic enough effect: but
of top af this has come the gencral
election for the Congress of Peaple’s

The recent
alactions fo the
Congress of
Peoples’
Deputies in the
USSR helped
highlight the
extent of the
changes that
have taken
place. Here
JOHN LISTER
draws a
balance sheet
of four years
since Mikhail
Gorbachev
took the helm
at the Kremilin.
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“Now that
Soviet
workers and
intellectuals
have
scented
fresh air,
begun to
think for
themselves
and to learn
the real
facts of
history, it is
hard to see
how they
can again be
beaten
down”
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Depulies, opening wp unprece-
dented opportunities for unoffi-
cial Communizt Party and non-
party candidates {provided only
they obtained endorsement as
candidates from at least half of
a2 selection meeting of at least
SO0 people). The resultant con-
test, despite efforts of a section
of the bureancracy to rig the
glates in the traditional way,
produced a far from tmditional
response — with packed,
animated election meetings and
debates, and the marvellous
spectacle of old goard machine
bureaucrats, who had manipu-
lated themselves into onop-
posed candidacies, finding
themsclves ousted by volers
crossing their names ofl the bal-
Tot

These changes are far more fun-
damental to the political development
of one of the world's most powerlul,
muosl educated, but ontil now most
repressed working classes than any of
the other economic or political chan-
pes carried out under Gorbachey. Now
that Soviet workers and intellectual=
biave scented fresh air, begun 1o think
for themselves and to leam the real
Tacts of history, it is hard to see how
they can again be beaten down, The
salutary example of Pojand s Solidar-
nose — legalised apain after ‘seven
years of mepression failed to destroy it
— should underline the scale of rme-
versible political development that is
now beginning 1o take ploce in the
Soviet Union.

Anathema to old
guard

Each of these democrtic develop-
menis has been anathema to the old
guard of Brezhnevite bureaucrats,
who reach instinctively for their re-
volvers as soon as they hear the word
dirsent. And in the case of the resur
gent struggles of nationalist move-
ments within the USSR with their dif
ferent demands — among them the
Armenians the Baltic states, the Geor-
gians, and the Ukrainians - Gor-
bachey faces a real dilemma. On the
one hand, a resorl to traditional
methods of police and military repres
sion to contain mass demyands for na-
tional ights (as recently with the tanks
and poison gas used apainst
demonstralors in Georgia) could
destroy mmportant clements ol glas
nest, strengthening precisely the
worst, most conservative fayers of the
burcaucracy in the purty and armed
forees, Worse, it could further stoke up
the anger and [(rustration in these
republics, creating an even shamper
conlroniation with Moscow, and lend-
g strength to the momre extreme
pationalist elements who could press

the demand for scpuration from the
Federation. On the other hand if Gor-
bachev is seen to allow sech mowve-
ments to-get out of hand, he could face
serioud opposilion at Politburo and
Central Committes level and pay a
heavy political price for opening a
Pandora’s box of complex demands
and emotional snerpy which the
central stole machinery could find im-
possible to contain.

Gorbachev has faced bureancmtic
opposilion b many aspects of his
relomms, bul the browd consensus of
acceptance around plasnost 13 much
miore tentous when it comes to con-
fronting the Stalinisgt wradition of Great
Russian chagvinism, especially
towards the non-Slav and pon-Rus-
sian nationalities. Even in the newly-
emerging left currents supporting
glasnost and perestmika — many of
which are focussed in Moscow — there
are visible hints of national amogance
towards such movemenits. This repre-
sents o political weakness of the left,
sincé in many cases the nationalist
maovements have drawm in the suppornt
of a large proportion of the working
class, and have focussed on lepitimate
prievances on langoape and other is-
sues where they suffer oppression
ftom the ceniralised Moscow
bureavcracy. Even if they were calling
for separation, the task before nyarxists
15 to take the side of the oppressed
against the bursavcracy, and, if neces-
=ary, tn wage and win the prgument
apainst separatiam. The general line
defended by marxizts on the natipnal
question should be (o stand wncondi-
tionally belind the struggle of the op
pressed Soviet nabonalibes for their
rght o national sell-determination —
up Lo amd, il necessary, including the
right to independence. However this
does aot commit markists in advance
to uncritical suppomnt for any given
nialionalisd movemsnl, ils programme
of itk demands: in geneml we ars in

favour of the free association of
socialist repoblics, and in favour of
political revolution against the Great
Russian chauvinicts within the LSSR
rather than its break-up. We are
socialiats, oot nationalists, bul as
sowinlists we gre champions of the op-
pressed against the oppressors,

Strands of policy

How are marxisis to assess the dif-
ferent srands of Gorbachey’s policy?
Are we obliged (o accepl or mject
thent all as a job lot, or is it more ap
propriate to distinpuish those aspects
which we can suppon from those
which we oppose? The meality s that
Gorbachev's strategy embodies
profound contradictions becansc ir is
an aftempt to escape from a contradic-
tory situation through a process of
reloms and within the present global
halance of class forces — warhour
making 8 revolutionary break from the
pasL

Gorbachev has emerged as the
leaier of o refomist wing of a niling
hureaucracy whise history and m-
plantation in Soviel snciety muns hack
i the days of Stalm and the exier-
mination in the late 1920 and 19305
of the old Bolzsheviks. This
hureaocracy has become even larger,
even maore solidly entrenched in
Soviet society than it was in the mid
1930s when the exiled Leon Trowsky
— ns & result of & detailed economie,
political snd social analysis of the
USSR — argued that only & wirking
class polrtrcal revedutian could sweep
it awiy and allow the workers onoe
more to take control of what had be-
come under Stalin a hortibly
degenerated fonm of the workers' siate
estahlished in the October revolotion:
‘Mo devil ever yel voluntanly cut off
his dawn The Soviet
buresucracy will not give up its posi-
tions without .a fight. The develop
ment leads obviously to the road of
revolution,' (Revelution Betraved,
1936)

A very different approach 15 repre-
sented by Mikhail Gorbachev today.
Though recognizing the need for
decp-going changes in the economy
and in society -as a whole,
Gorhachev's atarting point 74 1o
reshape rather than aholish the
burm=sucracy, and o renegntisie 0 pew

claws.

form of accomodation with capitalem
o b global scale mther than o strug
gle for a socialist solution.
international
dimension is vital
The internationn] dinjension 1o the
problem of bureaucracy in the USSR
has always been vital. 1t was the mi
fial isolaron of the October Revolu-
tion, with the fatdure of post-war
revolutionary stugiles el=swliere in
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Eorope, but eapecially in Germany in
1918-23, which determined many of
the early developments and limited the
options of the Bolshevik leaders: "At
all events, under all conceivable cir-
cumnstances, if the German revolulion
does not come, we are doomed’,
(Lenin, March 1919) When the Ger-
man revolulion did not come, the wm-
pcnﬂljst powers were ashle o focns
huge military resoonces on waging
protracied and damaging warm of in-
tervention in their effors to unseat the
Bolsheviks — eventually leaving the
cconomy  devastated, agncullure in
chaps, and the Communist Party
cedres lemibly over-streiched in the
tazks of mnming a war-tomm economy.
It weas from thas early isolation and dis-
location that the burcancracy first
gained its foothold ax the ad-
ministrators and policemen regnlating
queues and shortages, the technical
managers of enterprises, and the ar-
hitrators hetween the inlerests and
demands of peasants and workers.

In this context of deprivation, set-
hacks and [(atigue, Stalin emerged as
the focus of political conservatism,
resting on the political dilution of the
Communist Party, the nationalism of
the peasantry and the narmow horizons
of the career administrators, and ad-
yncaling an shandonment of any am-
hition towards extending the revolo-
tion, while looking instead to pet on
with the task of building °socialism in
one country”,

This policy was soon transformed
in the 19305 into a line of secking al-
liances with ‘democratic’ sections of
the imperalist bourgeoisic: and by
193% this hed collapred into the
notorinus Stalin-Hitler pact. All this
meant oulrighl opposilion Lo
proletanian revolulion which might
jeopardise the diplomatic and military
deals struck by the Kremlin, It served
terentrench the DSSR in a state of per-
manent isclation, and thus pérmanent
econoimic backwardness, cut off from
the more advanced technologies of the
capilalist countries, This isolalion was
barely hroken in the post-war period
with the extension of Soviet control
over much of Eastemn Europe: even
Stalin*s wholesale looting of in-
dustrial plant from East Germany and
Czechoslovakin did lTittle tn compern-
sate for the fearfully primitive state of
Soviet technology. To this day one of
the most modem Soiet brick works —
the Bulove plant near Moscow — has
only just been ‘modemised’ to the
level of westem plants in the 1920,

Soclalism on the back
burner

Gorbacheyv's modem-day reaponze
to these decades of faillure of building
“aocialism in vne coundry” s nol Lo
shondon the constrctling. and  s=if-

cfeating
nationalism of
the formula. In-
stead socialism
as & global ohjec-
tive is no longer
even given token
mention, while
Gorbuchev and
hiz' co-thinkers
seck waya ko in-
treduce the laws
of the muarket
into the Sowviet
economy, and (o
open il up for ex-
termal copitalist
investmenl

Gorbachev's
foreign policy
reflects precisely m dih
this conserva- L i

DR Gnrbac;hev pa.fh:f cﬂnﬂnu.‘ry ora break from tha past?

revolulionary history, » continuity
rather than any break from Stalinism,
fom Khruschev's talk of ‘peaceful
cocxistence” and Brezhneys efforis at
‘detente’; such policies have always
heen seen by Stalin and his successors
as counterposed to support for inde-
pendent revolutionary struggles.
Gorbachey' s recent grovelling visit to
Brntam, exchanging complimentz with
Thatcher and invitolions wath the
Creeen, is part and parcel of a well-
wom Kremlin strategy of seeking col-
laboration and alliances with capitalist
governments, irrespective of the needs
and stmggles of the working class. In
this respect it is no coincidence that
‘Bomcommunist® parties of westem
Europe, themselves having long ago
ahandoned any clars mtruggle or
socialist. objectives, have embraced
the "Gorbymania® so widely promoted
in the medsa.

Indeed Gorbachev's key foreign
policy advisor Dr Georgy
Shakhnazarov now talks openly of a
gradual coming together of the com.
munist and social democratic parties:
"The great split which began during
the firal world war and which was ex-
aoerbated by Stalin will be very com
phizated to overcome. Stalin’s slogan
was that the social democrats had
belraved us, He saw everything as
tre: wherl_.-' and great tragedy came
from that. Now, as Mr Gorhachev has
said, we must meet each other.” (The
Gluwrrdian, April B, 198%9)

0Of course, #f was not Stalin but
Lemm who took the lead in denounc-
tng the betrayal of the social
demuocrats after the apcial democmibic
parties of Europe had cach sided with
their ‘rwn’ national capitalists af the
atart of the first world war, Lenin led
the minority split in the Second Intes-
national, and after the October revolu-
tren and formaton of the Third {Com
muist) Intemational, went so farasto
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drafi the famous 2 Theses, designed
specifically o exelude parties from af-
filiation if they had not previoushy
broken svstematically from the
politics of social democracy. As we
know from hilter experience, the fact
that Gorbachev and his team scc a
convergence between communism
and social democraey does not indi-
cale any leftward shift of the socialist
parties: it confirms the continued,
class collaborationist line of the
Kremlin idealogists, and their shared
acceplance with the social democrans
of the continoed indefinite existence
of capitalism as the framework for fu-
lure policies and developments.

Global class
collaboration

The global line of class collahora-
tion predictably finds its sharpest ex-
pression in areas of sharpest class con-
Mict. Gorbachey has taken an even less
supportive line than Brezhnew
towanls the Nicampuan revolution,
withholding all but the meost lokenis-
tic assistance ‘and thus jeopardising
the very foture of the Sandinista
regime whose economy has heen
ravaged by an ecommmic blnckade,
LiS-backed coniru sahotage rnd by
last year's hurnicane. Desperate San-
dinista leaders are now forced to
plunder emply curmacy reserves Lo
buy vil from Venezuela Soviet pres-
rure ig also clearly opposed o oany 5
calation of the revalutionary struggles
in El Salvador or any other ceniral
American country, which would upeet
the USA. instead Moscow has been
couning the major capitalist powers ol
South America, busily signing trade
and other deals with Brazil. Uropuay
and Argentina, with scant regard to the
struggles of the workers' movement in
these counlnes.

There is unmisiakeable evidence of
the same type of policy shiftin another

“it is no
coincidence
that ‘Euro’
communist’
parties of
weslern
Europe,
themselves
having long
ago
abandoned
any class
struggle or
socialist
objectives,
have
embraced
the
‘Gorbymania’
so widely
promoted in
the media.’
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“...pressures
for
concessions
to the
apartheid
regime have
clearly been
applied by
Moscow to
the
Namibian
SWAPO
liberation
forces.”

Gorba-
chev’s
internal
efforts at
reform are
undermined
by his
foreign
olicy.”
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global *hot spot’ - Southem Africa
Not only have Moscow envoys been
imvolved in seeret diplomacy with the
apartheid regime, but Soviet pressure
isheing publicly applied to the Alfrican
MNational Congress to soft-pedal their
traditional line of armed strugpls. The
head of the Soviet Foreign Ministry's
Africa depariment mecently insisted
that South Africa should not be talked
to ‘using the language of threats and
banging one’s fist on the lable’, “We
don’t emphasise the necd to enhance
the armed stggle’ (The Guardian,
March 18, 19899, Such a line will cer-
lainly have gone down well with Mar-
garet Thatcher in Gorhachev's recent
Downing Street talks — but leaves the
black masses of South Afnca high snd
dry in their stroggle against racist op-
pression. Similar pressurés forconces-
siome to the apartheid egime have
clearly been applied by Moscow tathe
Namibian SWAPO liberation forces,
Mozambigue now receives more aid
from western countries than the
USSR, while Angola’s recent default
on payments to Moscow for military
support seems 4 factor in meoreased
Soviet efforts to force the MPLA
regime (o pegotiate a ‘compromise”
with imperialist-backed UNITA guer
rillas.

In the far east, the Communist Party
nf the Philippines can expect no Soviel
moral or material suppor] as they bat-
le on agains continued repression
metedd oul by the armed fomes. Instead
Moscow is offering tobuild power sta-
tions for Aquino. In south east Asia
Soviel pressure is almest cerfainly a
factor in the Vietnumese decision to
withdraw its troops from Kampuoches,
leaving the unformnate (nhabitants to
the none-too-tender mercies of Pol
Pot’s Khmer Rouge forces massed
with imperalist protection just over
the border in Thailand. And while the
continued Soviet occupation of Af-
ghanistan was politically and malitan-
ly indefensible, the urge to defuse
global conflict with impenalism was
clearly one of the fectors in the
withdrawal of Soviet troope,

Meanwhile i the middle cast,
Soviet pressure on the vanous factions
of the Palestine Liberation Crganisa-
tiom has played a key mle n bolster-
g the position of Yasser Amfat, who
has with Kremlin support now abar-
doned the PLOs long-standing op-
position to LN mesolutions 242 and
338, accepted the legality of the
zionist state of Israel, and dropped the
demand for the right of eium of over
1 million Palestinians expelled in
1948, Arafat now looks instead to
srmie form of Palestinian ‘mini-state”
as a solution. Sowviel efforts have also
heen focnssed on opening diplomatic
relatinns with the feudal Saudi
Ambian regime

L E M E N 71

Itir fairto say that even if they were
tor result in mocialist revolution, none
of this list of struggles and causes put
at risk by the new Soviet policy could
in itself represent the key break in the
wsolalion of the USSR, Bot, as we have
seen, the line is equally craven in rela-
tion to workers' struggles in the ad-
vanced countries of weslem Burope.
The fact is that Moscow's systematic
apposition 1o revolulionary solulions,
and consistent pursuit of class col-

laborationist T

politics on a global
scale servem to
entrench ils isola-
tien, and to act
back or restnict the
options of thoss in
struggle, Ruled oul
by Gorbachev's
stance would be
any ‘Cuban road’
for third world
revolutionaries,
since Castro was
from the carly day=
of the revolotion
able to lean wpon
economic  and
mililary aid from
the USSR az a
counterweight to
the US blockade,
Since the 1sola-
tion of the USSR is
in itsell purd of the
materal bunas upon
which the
bureaueriey has al-
ways resbed,
Guorhachev's inter-
nal efforts at reform are simultaneous-
Iy nndermined by his foreign policy.
Gorbachey himsell linked his forsign
polley to his domestic economic
policy when he told West German
Chancellor Kohl last October that
Moscow had Grmly decided 1o set oul
‘along the roud of active economic in-
teraction with the sorld oulside’.

Worsening economic
crisis

The harsh fact is that, despile four
yenrs of brave-zonnding
‘revolutionary” rhetoric, the Sowviet
econsmic crisis i still getting worse
rather than better. Last antumn’s es
trmates of & 36 hillion mouble (ofhoal-
Iy | rouble = £1) budget deficil proved
wildly over-optimistic: current figures
smppest it s at least 160 billion, and
possibly higher. A Jusnuary 1989
goveriment report showed that while
the sconomy grew by 4.4 percent last
year (faster than before), exports fell
by twn pereent and imports ose by 6.5
percent, halving the trade surplus. A
staggering W billion roubles’ worth of
food hes been mmported in the last
thrze years as farms fail in produce

(A
Castro’s 'Cuban road’ - now blocked

eafficient to feed the populatium,
while factories could not torn out
enough consumer poods to satisfy
workers,

Coptinuing heavy defence spend-
ing, the costz of the Amenian
earthiyuake, and the loss of |6 Wilion
roubles & year in laxes a8 & reall of
Guorbachev’s restriction on alechol
sales all coninbuted (o the burgecning
deficit, which in lum is emilting in the
problem ol inflalion. Soviet

off.
econmnists admit o wn infaben Tate
of 5 to7 percent a year, bul it could be
ag high as 10 pervent — while the state
bank pays out only 3 percent interest
on workers' savings mccounis.
Economists estimate the real value nf
the rouble at amsund Hp compared (o
it afficial £1 exchange rote.
Meanwhile the main symptom of this
orisis s nol nang prces but'a grow
mg shorage of copsumer goods 38 oo
many toubles chase oo few com-
modities: mismanagemenl and n-
compelence have ensured that in Lhe
world's leading petato- producing na-
tion # mere 25 pervent of polalnes
produced ever complete the joumey
from fieldto domiestickitchen: the res)
are left to roL
Gorbachey's key econonuc ad

visor, Abcl Apenbepyan, in o recent
mierview with Mewswesk magazine
admilted that "The most pressing
problem is the pap between purchas
ing capacity and the supply of goods.
Out of 2 growps of prodocts oday,
W percent of them are in shor sapp-
Iy, Twn oirthres years ago there were
some shorages — good meat, good
foorwear, some. uther things. Bul
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refrigerators, TV sets, washmp deter-
genl, cosmetics were all available.
Mayhe the sssorfmenis wers nol very
large, maybe they weren’t the best
quality, but when you came to 3 stoge
you wonld see such prodocts, Mow the
shops are just emply. Anything pul an
the counter 18 purchased at once. It's
not becanse prodsciion his decreased,
but herause the amount of money that
people have hasincreased sharply, and
demand has increased’. (March 13,
1985

Agenbegyan spells out a senes of
policiestoreduce the budget deficitin-
cluding a propressive income rax,
prodduction of howsing for sale, and in-
creasing production of cars, videos,
and sudiv equipment throogh joint
ventures with foreign firms, But he
aleo advocaies @ sharp ihcrease n
prices, especially of agncultural
produce: ' We need to reduce food sub-
siches and let prices rse in order to
make aprniceliuml products profitable.
Pricezs pn mest, dairy products and
bread may have (o dodhle. We are
ready to do thal, with compensation
for the people so their stapdard of
living does not decline,,,” However
the real prospect that rising prices
would quickly redoce the living stand-
ardsof wirkers and provoke majorun-
rest hazalresdy hrought one postpone-
mient of the deregulation of prices.
Agricultmml prices ‘are now to be
revizsed in 1990, with retail prices
deregulated in 1992,

Incompetent
bureaucracy

Howeyer the problems of supply
are oo neaner solution now than they
were in 985 The sume incompetent,
digtrated bursaucracy that has failed
forover he!f acentury is 1l in charge

uf the mun resources.
The 3 percent of farm
land in pmvale owner
ship produces no less
than 30 percent of the
USSR's food sopply:
this 15 why Gorhachev
{(himsell a flormer
Central Commilles
member lor agrculture)
in March admirted that
most state and collective
farms were bankmpr
ning years ago, and
called for a new policy
of encoumging peasants
po take 50-year leases on
land which they would
be able to fam on their
owil as ‘mastets of the
land’, reaping increased
prices for their prisisce.

The industria pictore
is nu brighter. Last Oc-
toher g taa-day session

g

of the Supreme Soviet Selling some of the potatoes thal made it to market.

was iold by Finance Minister Boris
Gostev that & number of unprofitable
businesses were 'on the brink of being
eliminated'. Some 214 (WM} state-
owned busincsses weme mnning up
huge losses, admitted Mr Gostev.
Hanks would soon begin publishing
lists of hankmupt firms, which might be
handed pver lo privale cooperatives,
The state purchase of industrial
production would be slashed from 86
percent in 1988 to only 25 percent in
1989, with the rmamder o be sold on
the open markel. However the stale
planning departments conlinue Lo
decide the allocation of investment
repourcer: 11 i@ nol yet clear how
managers will be able to adjust their
production tomest anborpated levels
of demand — or what wall happen 1o

the Yogoshv crisis.

Registration:

Socialist Conference

Gorbachev and the European Left

3/4 June
5t Cross Bulding, Oxford University Oxford

Plenary sessions on socialism and democracy, the economics of
spcialivm, international relations, and the future of Europe. Also
a large number of workshops, including the national questivn in
Eastern europe, women's emancipation, models of planning and

Speakers include Otio Latsis (deputy editor of Kommunisty, Ev-
geny Ambartsumoy (Soviel economisi), Olga Ivanova (Soviet
feminist), Peter Glotz ((German SPIN, Steffi Engert (German
(ireens), Luciana Castellina (Ttalian Communist Party ), Branko
Horvat (Yuogslay economist), Eroest Mandel, Tony Benn,
Wilodzimierz Brus and many others.

£10 per day, £15 per weekend (unwaped; £5 per day)
For furiber information contact:
rus Fagan, 30 Bridge St, Oxford OX2 OBA Tel D685 723207
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thosz sectors which fail. One clue
camé in the boast from Mr Gostev that
the USSR would zhed a million
surplus jobs in 1988. However he did
prosmise that in 1982 investment in the
consumer sector would grow 2.3
rmes faster than heavy indostry,
Even more musical to the ears of
the westem business community were
anncuncements by Mr Godtev of a fur-
ther relaxation of restrictivns on
foreign firms' investments in the
LISSR. The maximum stake is to be
increased from 49 percent to 80 per
cenl, with rumours that some hoddings
may be 100 percent foreign-owned,
effectively npening up sections of the
Soviet economy to foreign sub
mdianes. Such firmswill only be ot
tracied (o the USSE T they enjoy ac-
cess [0 relativel y cheap labour and are
puatanieed nghts o repatriate profjis:
the resultant potenbal for a further in-
tensification of the cluss struggle =
unntigtakeable. A sign of this was the
eXxperience of Lhe privale cnoperatives
which Gorhachev at first encouragsd
Lo provide vanous ppodeand services,
In ashon pedod of time 77,000 such
coops had sprong up, employing 1.5
million weaekers: but when they began
making large profits, the govenument
was foread (o step in and mnpaese price
controbs and sharply increassd laxes
o Coop evenue —up frema 5 percent
maximum to a flat rate 35 pereent
Gorbachev's problem on the
ecanomic front iz that he iz =eeking (o
achieve a hybnd of & prarket syriem
and & centrally-plonned economy
while kesping most of the central
planning apparaius — the bureagcracy
— intact, and allowing Lnle if any real
decision-making to Tall inlo the con-
tml of the workers at the point of
producton. The planning process has

...firms
will only be
attracted io
the USSR if
they enjoy
access to
relatively
cheap
labour and
are
guaranteed
rights to
repaltriate
profits.”
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“To put
Chinese
factories on
a
‘commercial’
basis could
involve up

to 30 million
redund-
ancies!”

...the
Soviel
working
class has
endured
over sixty
years of
relative
austerity at
the hands of
the same

S PR

for decades been encrusted with the
routinist and incompetent practices of
generations of party careerists; yel lo
replace this with & free market while
the present management stmcturcs
remain unchanged could prodoce
chaos.

Gorbuchey'n team will be further
alarmed al the evidence of shambolic
failure of liberalisation measures car-
ried oot to much western ballyhoo by
the Chinese bureapcracy. Amid
mnaway growth of inflation, the
money supply, consumer spending
and industrial growth, while prodoc-
tion of grain and colton and provision
ol tranzport and power have lagged
behind, the Beijing burcaucrals in
March naveiled & new round of
austeriry measures, including sharpin-
creases in food prices for 200 million
wrban worcers, to follow on waves of
redundancies from the cancellation of
major capital projects. There is a sharp
polarisation of the Chinese masses be-
tween prosperots “haves' and a large
layer of downtrodden "have nots”. In
dustrial prowth rates were halved in
the first two monthis of 1989, hitting
rural industries {which have expanded
since 1978 to employ &0 million
workera). To put Chinese factories on
a ‘commercial” basis could involve up
to 30 million redundancies! So grave
is the crimi= that Beijing last avtomn
had to postpone by 1wo years ifs price
reforms and reimpore centralised con-
trols over the cconomy: the major
growth industry of the bursaucratical-
ly mismanaged mess is cormption.

Far more than in more riirl lesgine
dustmialised China, Soviet Commuanist
Party chiefs are senously reluctant to
be seen as reducing the living stand-
ards of key scctors of industrial
waorkers, who comprise a lange section
of the party’s rank and file: the last
thing they want is to create conditions
for a direct c¢onfrontation with a
Solidamosc-style radicalised, inde-
pendent trade union movemenl

Modernisation — under
workers' control

OF courss marxists are not opposed
to any modemisation or restrocturing
of the Sovie! economy: on the con-
trary, this is cssential if the needs of
the working class are to be met. The
model we would put forward however
is meither the prescnt huresucratic

| centralised planning. nor the free

market with s disregard ol social
need and psefulness and exclumve
focus on cash-Aow and profitability:
we argne for a system of democrane
cemtralised plaaning, based on
workers" control and management of
the production provess, pf the
enterprises and of whole industries
theongh factory councils, and local
and national soviets.

To accepl perestroika in the way it
is propozed means o accept that the
same burcaucracy which redoced the
Suviet economy o its present parlous
stale showld now be trusted to manage
the introduction of a potentially devas-
tating series of changes, continning to
take decisions on behalf of the
workers. The old srgument is being
trotted oot that 4 perod of auslernity is
tecessary for the workers helome
economic growth can previde a
goaranteed right to a job, and adequate
supplies of reasonably priced neces-
sitiesincluding housing and consumer
poods: these arguments are gmmly
familiar to workers in westen Europe,
But the Soviet working class has en-
dured over sixty vears of relative
austerity al the hands of the same
bureaucTacy, whichnow asks formore
comcessions. They liave no meason o
trust the same falled figures: Soviet
workers musi organise 1o take the
powerin their own hands if they are 1o
soive their problemns

Trotsky's classic analysis of the
forces driving towards political
revolution placed great emphasis on
the irsues of the workplace and the
working class. He stressed that: “The
revolutipn wiich the bureancrcy is
preparing against itsell will not be s
chal, like the October revalution of
1937, It bs not a question this time ol
changing the economic foundations ol
society, of replacing certain forms of
property with other foms, .

‘I iz not a question of substituting
one ruling cligue for another, bot of
changing the very methods of ad
ministering Uie economy and guiding
the vculture of the country.
Bureaucratic aptocracy musf give
place to Sovier democmey. A reshings-
tionn of the right of ertcism, and
genuine freedom of elections, are
necesaary conditions for the further
development of the country. This as-

Sparse display on the meat coun

fer.

sumes & mevival of (freedom of
Soviet parties, bepinning with the
party of the Bolsheviks, and a resr
rection of trade unions, The bringing
af democracy into industry means a
radical revision of plans in the inter-
extn ol the wilers. Pree discussion of
economic problems will decrease the
overhead expense of buresucratic
mistakes and 7igrags. Hipensive
playthings — palaces of the Sovicts,
new theatres, show-off subways —wnll
be crowded out in favour of workers”®
dwellings, “Bourgesiz nomms of dis-
tribution” will be confined within the
lirnits of strict necessity, and in step
with the growth of social wealth, will
give way o socialist equality..

‘And finally, foreign policy wall
retum (o the traditions of revolution-
ary internatinnalism.’

(Revoluiion Betraved, pp 288 290

It is in thiz context. the restoration
of the right of cdticiam, the first (rela-
tively) free elections since 1917, and
the opening of a political didogue
reaching increasimgly into layers of
the working cless that Gorbachey’s
contnbution can be seen ey most un-
ambiguons|y positive.

New political
awakening

Like the kiss of Prince Chamming
for Slecping Beauty and her trapsfined
Gourt, Gorbachev's polic y of glasnost,
the retaxation of decades of rigid press
censorship and political repression
has prodoced a rapid transformation
of the [mven and stagnant society of
the Brerhnev years. Pohbicel dehates
and differentiations have opened
publicly within the Communist Pay,
socialial distussion clubs aad cincles
have sprung min Tife, and najiomal
minorities have gained the couraps to
voice and act wn their penl-up
demands for equality and & greater
degres of independence from the
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desdening, centralised hand of Great
Hussian burcavcracy. Most recently,
the general election for the Congress
of People’s Deputies guve 130 million
Soviet voters their first ever chance Lo
participate in auch a process, and
produced a numberof dmmatic npsets,

The speciacle of dozens of career
parfy bureaucrats umbling to embar-
rassing defeal in the election will have
given new confidence to millions of
Soviel workers. A Polithuro member
and some M megonal paty secrelanes
bit the dust, as well as the mayors of
Moscow, Leningmd and Kiev, The
oppartunity [or volers 1o voice their
dizapproval ol unpopular candidates
by crossing vul their nanes on the bal-
Int form produced humilisting defeats
forbureaucrats in Leningrad, Kievand
Tumsk in Sibena, who had all ar-
ranged to run unopposed but still
failed o secure 50 percent of votes
cast. Among the red faced military
Ngures rebuffed by voters (sometimes
their own other ranks) were the com-
manders of Soviet forces in East Ger
many, the Far East and the Moscow
regen, and admimle of the Northem
and Pacific Fleets: also mejected was
the hizad of the Estonian KGR,

Mast publicised of the victonous
nppositional candidates was Bons
Yeltsin's landslide 9-1 win over the
official Communist Party candidate,
the hoss of the prestige il lmoasine
works, Yeltsn, though ousted as pany
buss in Moscow, i=s.shll a member of
thie Central Commiltes; o vole for his
populist depunciations of special
shops and other bureawcratic
privileges is nof a vote against the CF
hut agminst the establishment, not least
the notorious Moscow party *mafia’
with whom Yellsin had clashed while
in charge of the city. However Yelisin
has built his repotation as an opposi-
tional fgurs, and spoken of grouping
together up to 30 percent of the
deputies in the Conpress to vote on a
common line on key irpea: if this hep-
pens, a apbatantial nomber of such op-
positionists shoold secore placesin the
mose influential Supreme Soviet,
which will be given increased powers
under Gorbachey’ s meformi,

Legalise factions and
parties

Yelian's proposal for a politicsl
cancus of deputies is not a long way
different from forming an organised
[action or tendency within the party -
though it 18 probable that on many is
sties his stand would also be supported
by some of the non-paty condidates
who managed to win election 10 the
Congress. This represents 8 senous
challenge to the ban on factions which
was gmposed as a ‘lemporary
measire’ ppder Lenin's leadership
during the tense, nervons sitnation in

1921, and which was then shameless
ly exploited by Stalin to suppress all
forms of dissent, and haz remained in
foree ever dnce, Insimilar fashion the
emergence of the socialist clubs and of
candidacies of non-party members
represent the embryonic stirrings of al-
temabive politics to those of the CP,
which call either for recopnition as
distinct tendencies within the party or
for the right to form alternative, legal
parties, The dval parties to the Bol-
sheviks were originally only repressed
becamse they took the ficld in opposi-
tion to the revolution in the vexed
period of the Civil War - not because
Lenin argued any virtue in a single-
pary stale,

Trotsky, in fighting the Stalinist
depeneration of Lhe reynlution, was al-
ways insistent in his call for the
legaliration of soviel parties as o key
component of any polibical mobilisa-
tion of the working class:

‘Democratization of the soviets is
impossible withoul the legalization af
soviel parties. The workers and
peasants hemselves by their oom free
vote will indicate what paries they
recognise as soviet parties’. (The
Transitional Programme, 1938)

Luteresting confirmation thul the
Soviet working class is not falling
head over hecls Lo vole for pro
capitalist, Testorationisl parties came
in an opinion poll held during the
recent elections. While 46 percent said
they thought these. should be political
pluralism and only len percent againgt,
only 16 percent were in favour of there
heing a bourgeois demiocmbic party Lo
voie for{with 59 percent against), and
only thmee percent zaid they would
vote for sucha party. While 74 percent
thoughit there should be a green party,
only 16 percent said they would voie
for it, and pnly nine percent said they
wonld vole for o secialist party, com-
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Yelisin's proposal of a Congress caucus
could potentially become a Party faction.

H3EMP ATERAM

pared to41 percent who said that they
would still vote Communist. (The
Gutrdian, March 27 19809).

O pertinent question that conld
also be asked would be the extenl of
potential support for a Trotskyist ten-
dency or party in the UIS5R, based on
o revolutionary platform of gennine
soviet power, of free trade onions, of
freedom of soviet parties, of an end to
all hureaucralic pnvileges, and an in-
temationalist foreign policy. It is like-
ly that initial suppom would be small
— not least because so few Soviel
workers or Intellectuals know any
thing but bureaucratic Lies and distor-
tions about Trotsky and the stroggle of
the Left Opposition against Stalin.
However the existing level of support
doesnil define the potential that could
be tapped in the dght coonditions.

The path of Trotskyid revolution 15
by no means the most ohvious, casy
path: Tang Ab in his recent bonk
Revolutivn From Above argues that
there is a strong poputar myvulbsion in
the USSR against militacy spending,
and a leaning not towards revolution-
ary imtermationalism hat incrcased
isulationism. This would not be enfire-
ly surprising, given the extent towhich
domestic problems have multiplied
and the working class have been ex-
eluded from any voice in the vanous
global policies of the Kremling, while
forced to shoulder the economic cosla
af the military effort, and while con-
senpt soldiers and their families have
bome the brunt of the painlul ex-
perience i Afghanistan, Tary AN
comrectly arpues that this shows the
need o pevive a “popular
intemationalism® within the Soviet
working class: bat what he does not
aibrmit ia that this will not happen mpan-
faneously. A committed inter-
nationalist, mamist curment 18 needed
that wall challenge both the present

“...a vote
for Yeltsin’'s
populist
denunci-
ations of
special
shops and
oither
bureau-
crafic
privileges is
not a vote
against the
CP but
against the
establish-
ment, not
least the
notorious
Moscow
party
‘mafia’..."”
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.the
bureaucracy
is a social
layer of
some 15
million men
and women
with a
privileged
lifestyle to
defend, all
of which
depends
upon them
keeping
their hands
on the
levers of
power at
every level
of Soviet
society.”
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The Soviel masses have discoverad new w,
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popular mood and the Gorbachev line
of intenzificd class collahoration, and
gpell our the necesmity to breuk the
isolation of the USSR and the other
bureaucratised workemn” slides.

Such a political tradition already
exists, and has o record of consistent
struggle against Stalinist politics from
the very ootset: that in the tadition of
the Trotskyist Fourth Intermational,
whose cadres were ruthlessly
eliminated by Stalin's mass repres-
sion, hat which has never given up on
the principled defence of the USSR
against impenalism and the perspec-
tive o a cleansing poditical revolution
that would hresk the power of the
bureageracy and restore the power of
the working class. The lifting of
represaion through glasnost means
that buildimg of & distinet political cur-
rent on these lines is now a real pos
=ibility in the LISSR. It is not a makter
of principle that such a current mmst
immediately proclaim itself a fully-
Medged and organirationally dishnct
'party” in epmpetifion with the Com-
munist Party: il is possible to imagine
different tactical ways in which forces
could initally be grouped amuond an
independent political banner, possibly
as a de facto tendency within the CP,
possibly as & wider “socialist club’,
But the seeds of & Trotskyist pamy
must be carefully planted in the ferile
anil of tmday’s histonic debates,

Already the March clection has
radsed the political level of debate in-
side and outside the Communist Party,
while focussing most atiention on the
possibilities of reform schieved within
and thrugh the party machinery itsell.
In this respect the Yelrsin victory — as
an expres=ion of radical corrents
emerging within the CP - actually
helps Gorbachev in his vbgective of
reshaping and restrocturing the pary
maching, using pressure from below
ax @ means o discredit and distodge
some of the more obstuctive and
powedully-placed elements,

Do the elections now mean that the

o 3

ays (o express themselves politically.

Soviet working class can now simply
vole its way to political revolution —
musting the ‘had’ bureancrats one by
oie uniil only the good guys we left?
Certainly Lhis is the illusion thal will
be crepted among some more mefor-
mist-minded clements on the left in
Europe and (more understandably)
among sections of Soviel workers.
However we should rememberihal the
buresucracy is a social layer of some
15 pullton men and women with &
privileged lifestyle to defend, all of
which depends upom them kecping
their hands on the levers of power at
every level of soviel socisty. To im-
dgine that by effecting comparatively
small — if dismatic — changes in a pur-
liamentary election (104-200
‘annfficial’ candidates elected or
‘offivial” candidates mejocted out of
1,500 deputies, while 730 more places
were allocated without public. elec-
tions, 425 of them directy controdled
by the CP hierarchy) Soviet workers
wre really achicving control of the
srate, is the most crass electoral il
lusion.

The most significant aspect of the
election isthat it has helped develop a
pelitical process of awakening of the
Sovict masses, who have discovered
new ways of expressing their hostility
to the burcancracy, and arc unlikely to
be satisfied for long with the prospect
of cccasional parliamentary elections,
Trotsky pointed oot the contrast be-
tween universal roffage and the s
rence of zoviel democracy;

“The burcaucracy replaced the
soviets as class organs with the fiction
of umiversal electomal rights — in the
style of Hitler-Goebbels. 1L 15 neces-
gary lo retum o the soviels nol only
their free democrtic form bot also
thelr class content. Az once the baour
geoisic and kulaks (rch peasants)
were not permitted to enter the soviets,
a0 NOW it iy mecersary to deive the
huregucracy and the new arisfocrdcy
mut of the soviets, In the soviets there
isrom only for representatives of the

workers, rank and file coollective
farmers, peasants and Hed Army per-
sonnel.’ {The Tramsitional
Programme)

Az we have scen before several
times in post-war eastem Enrope, 30
long as one ‘reform’ wing of the
bureaucracy is seen ws oflenng the
solution, and the workers remain at the
passive level of casting occasional in-
dividual votes in mass ballits, the
workers will al best be ofTersd choioes
on which bureavcrat should take of
fice and how far the USSE should
move towards ‘market” solutions. Be-
cause the working ¢lass is a propemy-
less class that must make its revioli-
tions consciously, and defend them
actively, there isno such thing s a real
proletanan ‘revolution fmm above’.
Though Napoleon could successiully
‘expon” the property relutions of the
French bourgepiz revolution through
uwe of bayonels and invasions, the
soTry post-war events in eastom
Europe showed that even the huge his-
tonie step of exproprinling capitalist
property across vast tracts of the con-
tincnt could be carried oul under
Stalin’z control in such a way as
weeken and aliennste rather than
atrepgthen and mobilise the working
cliss. Likewise there is no shortcot to
political revolution: if migst be w real
revolutton, in which Soviet workers
muat mobilize o take power in their
awn hands, wresting it forcibly Tomm
the burcsucracy,

The task before the Soviet workers
is nob to replicate the bankmipl par-
liamentary stmctures of bourgeois
demncracy — seen from decades of ex-
perienie lo be largely irrelevant to the
day 1o day running of the economy
and state machinery. llistoregenerate
and re-assert the long-defunct powers
of the soviels, the workers™ councils
which wers the key In the 1917
revolution and which shoold now
offer o constant challenge to the
deadening, centmlised power of the
bureaucrsey.

ILis through collective class action,
thrugh the fight for workers” conrral
in the factories, through pressing for
the. full opening of the books of the
“brink rupl” enterprises and drawing up
a workers' plan that the fipht for
genmine workers” management of in-
dustry and of the economy a5 a whole
must take shape. The Soviet working
class must Gght az a class 1o win back
the power that was so systemalically
taken from it a3 Stalin consolidated
the power of the bureaucracy.
Socialist discussion clubs and intel-
lectuals have hegun again o
populurige the historic slogan "All
pivwer to the sovietst': the wodcers
must make jt their own, and give it a
concrele sxpression.
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The changing
face of
capitalist
Europe

The European workers’ movement is confronted
with economic depression, growing mass
unemployment, austerity, attacks on social
security and the welfare state, and the erosion of
fundamental democratic rights. These trends are
compounded by the effects of capitalist
rationalisation as the bosses prepare for 1992 and
the single European market. Here, in the first of
two special articles for the Euro-elections, DAVE
PACKER looks atthe political implications of 1992
for the workers' movement in Europe. In the
following article, HARRY SLOAN looks at the kind
of programme the workers' movement needs to
meet the challenge of 1592.

EVEN THE strongest European economies are feeling the
cold wind of recession and austerity. Une consequence of this
has been a growing cliss polarisation. Although this process
is uneven, due primarily to the differing tempo of the crisis in
the different Evropean couniries, the polarisation is forcing
the pace of political change on both left and right.

In France we have seen the dramatic rise of Jean-Maric Le Pen's Na
tional Front, a neo-fascist parry. Such a development was unihinkahle ten
years ago, On the left we hiave seen o significant split W the lefi from the
the Comniunist Party (PCF), with Pierre Juguin and the renovatenars, and
maore Tecenlly the emergence of the ‘reconstmictors’. This reveals a
profound crisis within the PCF—one of the reeo mass parties of the French
working class. I followed 5 series of electoral failures, but also, mg-
nificantly, in the wake of the PCE"s miserable sectarian recond in the wave
w of mass strugeles in the winter ol |986/7.

While we in Britain bave been sullering the afiermath of the defeat of
the miners” strike, most of the rest of Europe has seen oorise in the mass
movemenl. Waves of strugples involving women, youth and workers,
which began in Fmnce during the winter of 198687 aganst the Chime
government, continued in Italy, wherns we saw the re-emergence of strike
commiftegs and co-ordinations — the COBAS. West Gemany has seeq
mohilisations {or the 35 hour weel; there has been a generad strike in Por-
tugal; and in the Spanish state nearly eight million workers joined amas-
aive one day geneml stnke last December

After these big class hattles the communist and socialist pariies kave
often gone into crisis, with left wing oppositions emerging. This year's
conferenee of the Halian Communist party (PCT) saw the pmduction of
a connter resolution to the leadership al natiomal conference for the first
time zince the war. A similar development has nccured in the Porfugese
CP

AL the same Ume, vanons |eft oppositions have emerged within the
European sociul dempomatic paries. The Bennite left in Britaln was one
of the first on the scene, reflecting an early end of the *post-wis
consensus’ here, (Also later represented by the rpht wing split of the
SDPY. But it was ollowed by loft currents forming in the West German
SPD. in particular that led by La Foataine (now movi ng back in the
manstream | several currents in the French 5P, within PASOK in Greece

-

In the shadow of éﬁfbachv - Thlal.*'.ler
tries to hold a2 hard NATO lina.

and the PSOE in Spain, where Redonda, General Secretary of the UGT,
and others, broke with the Gonzales governmentand, in conjunetion with
the Workers Commissions, organised for the general strike. In Greeee
and Spain most of these left currents rapidly found themselves outsjde
the official party. Wehave even seen left currents in the Swedish ocialist
party.

Noue of these developments has, 5o far, been so dmmatic as the rise
tand temporary decling) of Bennizm in Britain: However, agz the class
polarisetion deepens. the trend is clear the traditional mass relormist par
tigs, both the CPs and the social democrrey, faced with the collapse of
the post-war political and economic consensus, slide into crisis, spawn
ing varous, often heterogeneous, currents to the lefl and nght. Despite
the programmutic limitations of most of the left coments, they arc a reflec-
tion of and a responze to the real mass movement and mariats can only
weloome Lhem. )

Ouie of the most important political developments of the 1980s-has
been the emergence of papulist Green movements which present them-
selves as an alterative to the traditional workers” partics; condemning
their failure to campaign effectively on ecological issues or to stand firm
against the deployment of new classes of nuclear weapons, In West Ger-
muny, where the Greens are a mignificant political foree, this has resulted
in a partial fasion of green issaes and traditional working class concems
- a fuslon which has shaken up the SPD. but at the same time left the
Gireen party very unstable, The working class has in general remained
ioyal to its traditional parties; This ie partly hecanze i most coantries in
Europe, the Green parnties almost entirely focus on ecology and peace is
sites, bot also because the lefl wings of the traditional parties have begun
Lo teke np these issuesin a more systematic fashion, ke the Bennites in
Britain and the La Fontaine curent 1n West Germany,

The New ‘Europeanism’

e Taclor influencing curmrens political developments i5 the growing
tussle within the bourgewis camp over which system of intemational al-
hiances the European states should adopt. Simply summed up, the United
States, during the early years of the Reagan administration, lsurched a
cold war offensive against the Soviel Union and the Warsaw Pact,
Reagan was trying {(and Buosh still is} to force the west European states
into @ more determined *Atlanticist” posture of political, militry and
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econumic subordination to the United
States, This offensive fallered in the
face of 3 mass peace movement, grow-
ing interimperalist competition and
the coergence of a pew leadership in
the Sovict Linion.

But & mling class opposition 1o
Reagan-Thatchet " Atlanticism” hasalso
emerged in Europe, as the latest rows s
hetween Thatcher and Kohl vividly
confimm. This is not 1o suggest that the
Europensn bourgenisies are on the verge
of breaking with the Attantic alliance or
NATD, mther it iz a radical reformula-
tion or a shilt within that allisnce, The
pan-Europeanism of the nght means a |
closer integration of the Common |
Market nations with the pim of counter-
ing the domination of the U miled States
{and Jupan). This implies much closer
technological, economic and military
links, The result has been the move
towards the Single Enropean Act of
1997, For some forces, this is peroeived
as p step towards European political
union — although not by Thatcher.

This conflict is expressed inthe cur-
rent sharp division over shoit range
nuclear weapons, in which Bush and
Thatcher, thrown onto the defensive by Gorbachey s initiatives, are con-
fronted by onited {ront of the main Eurcpean impetialist govemnments,
led by Chancellor Kohl

Two questions immediately anse: where does Gorbachev stand in
these conflicts, and where should sncialists stand?

As far a5 the Gorbachey leadership is concemed, their stance is deter-
mined not by socialist infemationalism but by bureaucratic caleulation.
In order to give themselves the breathing space for the persstoiks
programme of cconomic reform they o
want intemnational stability. They also
want to get US military and political
pressure off their back. Moreover,
closer technological and trade/credit
links with the capitalist west, particular-
ly with West Germany, are essential in
the development of ar economy,
weighed down by bumascratic mis-
management. Gorbachev's policy is 1o
intervene into the crisis-tom relations
hetween Burope and America and sub-
tly play off rme against the other,

The response of the more ideological
leaders of the Enropean workers” move-
ment has been significant, il contradic-
tory. This is particularely the case with
the communis parties. The new teft for
ces emerging from within the PCF and in the Porfugese CP are pro-glas-
nost, while the majority leaderships are more ‘hard line’ and rectarian in
character. However, in the ultra eurocommunist and pro Gorbuchev
ftalinn PCT. the situstion is more complex, and Cosuta, the main leader
of the left, ling 5 “hard line” stalinist back ground, Thisincoherent responss
within the European CPs reflects a decpening cims of stulinism 3s 2
pelitical force

Gorbachevism has won the greatest applause from the ightward lean-
ing eurocommunist parties, The Malian Communmist Party. after years of
distancing itself from Moscow, iz singing Gorbachey's praises at the top
of its voice. Even the former leaders of the [ar left I Manifesto, who have
gone into the PCl, arc now saying that Gorbachev shows that they
‘underestimated” the Soviet Union.

Gorbachev's *wesipolitic” i= alse having its impact on Buropean so-
cial demuocracy, nof oaly within the West Gemman SPD, but also within
the leadership of the Labour Party and others. Ttis significant that Bena
and Scargill (who at the 1987 Chesterficld Conference led an attempled
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‘The Gorbachev leadership’s
stance is determined not by
socialist internationalism but
by bureaucratic calculation. In
order to give themselves the
breathing space for the
perestroika programme of
economic reform, they want
international stabilit

Germany s Kohi is less than enthusiastic about risking
a nuclear war that would devestate Germany.

standing ovation for the Soviel representatives), appear o be wflnenced
by Gorbachevism.

Gorhachev's approach to European secial democracy is farfrom being
an attempt to rn these parties into ideological fellow-travellers of Mos-
cow. It is rather an attempt to bring them into a new relationship with the
Soviet Union, and create an altemnative pole to “Atlanticism’, which has
been thelr raditional post-war oricntation. Gorbachey mukes an appeal
for expansion of trade with the cast — 4 policy that plays on their desire
to preserve welfare state capitalism in
westemn Burope, together with effective
trade union and civil liberties, wathout
confronting the capitalist system itsell

ATl this is a far cry from traditienal
*Atlanticist” preocupanons of old puard,
cold war, social democeats like Schmidt,
Healey, Craxi and Soares. Reformist pan-
European ideas. in left or nght vadants,
are now impoant trends within Buropean
spciel demiocracy, and they have close
parelléls within right wing eorocom-
muriism, nationalist curments such s the
Scoltish National Party and some Green
partics. From the poimt of view of the
working class, they are as banknupt as the
old ‘Atlanticist’ ideas of the post-war set
tlement,

Orverall, we can predict that the inflnence of Gorbachev's policies on
the left will be a congervative one, given Gorbachev's commitment to'a
* global historic compromise” with imperialism.

1992 and all that

The new brand of right wing reformism in Enropean soctal denocracy,
led by figures such as Jacques Delors (president of the European Com-
mizsion), and SPD theorist Peter Glot, proposes the creation of a'50-
cial Europe’ — the defence and extension of social and political dghts—
which they sy wll come about through the reorganisation of European
industry and an cvonomic uptuen. They argue that the SEA will not only
create more jobs, but existing jobs will be defended from the full force
nf American and Japanese competition. The only way of saving jobs is
the unification of the Eumpean market and a controlled opening up of
trade with the East I

But this capitalist Earope, or ‘Fortress Europe’, i3 also g free-market
Europe. It answers the needs of the bigpest Buropean enterprises to face
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up te competition with America and Japan. Il will lead to an increase in
monopolisation and the exploitation of labour. The smgle market means
deregulation, open marksts, free movemnent of capital and some labonr,

The present disparities in social legislation, wage levels (ie prodoc-
tivity of laboar) in the differsnl couniries of the BC are s mesns of put-
ting pregsure on the workers 1o accept worse conditions or face the con-
sequences: redundancy, andfor o shift in production elswhere. In this
context the use of super-cx-
ploited Immigrant and niigrant
labour will be systematised ao asz
to further undermine wage
lewvels. The creativn of a ponl of
cheap lahour will be 2 crucial
clement nf 1992 Ceniral to our
simuggle aguinst the SEA and af]
ils works st be a fight against
the racist laws now being formu-
bated.

The trade union snd labonr
movement must creale the indmments necessary to fight the multination-
al and Eurgpean companies. The class ctuggle forces in the trade unions
and i the mnss wotkers' parties must coordinate their efforts and present
e political and stratepic altemative to the SEA,

In developing woding class answers 1o 1992 and all that, we should
avoid the “little Englander” concéption of national aularchic planning,
wlich basin the past been associaled with the Labour 1efi, and was im-
phicit in the so-called *Altemative Economic Strategy’ of the late soven-
ties und early eighties. T'o the *Burnpe of the hosses” we should counter-
poze a socialised and planned economy on a real pan-Evropean scale that
wonld include the castern bloc conntries. This poses the task of uniting
the west Enropean working class and its allies with the 3 million people
of eastern Burope including the Soviet Union in a United Socialist States
af Eurgpe based on & new intemational economic cooperation and
division of labour, A Evrope that is socialist, democratic and inter-
nationalist. A Evrepe that supports the struggles of the peoples of the
worlid and cancels the third world detv. A Burope that tinks the struggles
afl the workers cast and west and builds a sociely with political and so-
ctal insfttions bascd on instruments of direst socialist democracy and
self-management

Socialists should spproach 1992 with the slogans:

No tothe Single European Act

For a Europe of the workers and oppressed, Fast and West!
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Britain's TUC: ever}fwh"ére:'Eumpaa warkears are confronted by treacherous leaderships,

“The class stuggle forces in the trade
unions and in the mass workers’ parties
must coordinate their efforts and present
a political and strategic alternative to the

Single Europ

—

The crisis of the mass reformist parties

Inn the Eurnpesn workess’ movement taday we are confronted by hig
parties of the working class, with treacherous leaderships, who
everywhers hamper the struggle agamest developments such as the SEA,
and attacks on workers living standards and organisation. But the work
ing class and its allics have not been able simply to hy-pass the tradition-
al mass organizations.
Despite some deleats, the
mosl combative sections of
the working class con-
tinually push forward, and
test oul pew alternative
leaders from within their
own ranks and organisa-
tions. This is as true =0 the
national level as within in-
dividual workplaces.

Along with the trade
union bureavcracy, the traditional parties, with few exceptions, remain
politically dominant within the workers' movement across Enrope,
Together they constitute the main ohatacles to building mass revolution
ary socialist altematives. On the the other hand l#ft currents, and oc-
E&Siﬂl’!ﬂj}' cenlrial Rp]j[s from these l1a_r|i|:1l PIDVidE' revolutinn ary
socialists with many opporunities (o link up with the broader workers’
movement and avoid left propugandism

One of the key strategic questions for revolutionaries is how 1o wrest
control from the mformist misleaders nnd break their hureavcmtic
stranglehold. This cannot he achioved by simple denunciation, bat most
involve & consistent fight in the mass organisations o force the leader
ships into unity with workers in struggle. Only in this way will the workers
come Lo see the need to bresk with the onreformable party sppamtises,

In the Europe of 1992 and beyond revolutionary socialists will be
forced to nddress themselves to the big political recompositions that are
hegining to unfold at the heirt of the treditiona! organisations as the resalt
of the decpening class polarisations.

The question i= poscd. Iz the marxist left in Britain and Enrope going
tn contest the leadership of the workers” movement where many of the
key political battles will be fought? Arc we going to fum the movement
tor these hattles inside the mass organizations, link up with Telt fonces by
means of the nnited front in action around the demands of the wodiers
and oppressed?

T do otherwize will reduce us, at best 1o syndigcalism, or at worst we
will find ourselves posturing on the sidelines.

e Act”.
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A pure example of capltalist, pan-European planning: climbing (part of) the British grain mountain,

European Elections
No to the bosses’ ‘single market’:

For a United Socialist States of
Europe

THE EUROPEAN ELECTTONS of June 1989 are going to be
mainly centred on the theme of the ‘single market’ of 1992
and the Single European Act. After years of avsterity and in-
creasing unemployment, the unification of western Eorope iy
now presented as & hope of new growth and a big reduction
in unemployment, implying that the economic crisis which
capikalism cannot resolve at a national level can somehow be
evercome on a continent-wide basis.

Yet no amount of reorgenization of capitad can conceal or eliminate
the fundanental conflict of interes berween the classes: capital can only
expani profitably through increasing itz exploitation of the working
class. The consequences of this will be just as grave for workers on &
European level as they have been in each individual country. The single
murkst will mean all-oul competition between the nations, each keeping
its pwn natdonal regulations and noms, lax systems, levels of produe-
tivity and working conditions.

Through this competition is supposed to emerge a thorough reor
ganisation of Eumpean industry and an economic uptuen. Certain
defenders of the *single market® even argue that the shock of abolishing
the fronticrs, eliminating the non-tanfl bamers and free oinculation of
capital should give rise 1o a new sconomic order — onee the laws of the
free markel have finally purged the system of all protectionism and what
they sec ar an overdose of sate intervention. All of this is yuile the op-
posite of & planned expansion of prodoction tn meel social nesds in
Enrope and world-wide: the single market will be a dereolated hear-gar-
den in which the gulf between classes and between ‘haves” and 'have
nots” will widen.

The employers want to get European workers tn agree to the single

Fage 24

markel by arguing that whal s at stake is fiphting competition from
American and Japanese companics. This would be bad cnoogh even if it
were true: but there is pothing to suggest that a "Earnpean capitalism” is
really on the agenda, They are simply trying to create a sort of European
chauvinizm which they will use to justily more redundancies, produc-
tivity apeed-up, wage freezes and other measures,

The perspective of the *bip market’ is certainly one of the answers
through which the major European firms could seek to defend themsel-
ves and squesze ot their nvals — but it is not the only ope. In cenain in-

dustries, for certain products of research programmes, their alternative
solution has been alliances or mergers with Amercan or Japaness com-
panics. The [undumentsl trend in the situation is the increased nles-
natiomalisation of the capitalist economy: the Europe of 1992 is only one
link in the chain of reorganization, The ideological attempt to-develop a
‘Bumpean palriotism” to help sugar the pill of industial restrschunng
should be denounced in the same way as any other chauvinist defence of
‘national” capitalism.

The Single European Act (SEA) 1s completely onentated to mereas-
g profits from capital. In no way is it an attempt to satisfy the main so-
cial necds or 1o attack unemployment and poverty. Todo that, a secralist
solution is required, based on the exproprianion of private capital seross
the continent and the liberation in eastem Europe of the nationalisd
means of production {rom the paralysing prip of Stalinist burcavoracy,
The way forwant for the workers and oppressed has 1o be a revelunion-
ary solution, seeking to mobilise the labour movement throughout the

contineiit. The penally for failure will be to allow the employers further
scope 1o regroup their forces for more concerted attacks on the working
| class,

|
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The workers will carry the
cost of the SEA

The bosses wanl a ‘unified’ Eorope based on
the same methods and recipes that they have been
implementing in esch individual country for the
last fifteen years: They keep telling us that the
profits of ‘leday” will be the jobs of “tomormow” —
just as the restriscturing of the gteel industry, tex-
tile indostry or shipbuilding was supposed o be
followsd by an optum in employment and
economic activity in the regions concemed. There
hasbeen none of this: so now anew refrain appears
— blaming the failores up to now on tanff barrers
and netional dvisions.

OF course the workers will sgain bear the brunt
of the changes. The acceleration of industrial |
restructuring, the mergers, the takeovers — all of
them enommously profitable for bankers, fmance
houses, speculators end swandlers of all sorts —will

the market that remains ntact will lead to increased monopoly control,
while policies of privatisution encourage free market strategies irespec-
tive of rocial needs, especially in transpor, energy, communications and
the media.

The single market will not unify a bomogeneous Europe. There ame al-
ready significant differcnces between countries and regions. The
econormic crisis has widened these inequalities, and the single murket will
increase them. Certain regions will experience comulative growth while
others will sink deeperinto crisis, deindustrialisation and unemployment.
The competition berween differsnt setr of regulations and standurds s
going toincrease the pressure to reduce wages, impose “flexible working'
and warsen conditions,

The Europe of 1992 will still be a Europe of unemployment. While |

certain sectors and companies will in time
benefit from the new markels offered by the
removal ol nin-tan{Tharmers, this will not in
itrelfl increase employment. Whole seclors
are going to be affected by large-scale
restmcturing and rationalisation, which will
have a fall-oor effect on the job markel. Al
ready in the EEC thers are 44 million people
with an income of less than hall the average
income of thelr country, There are more than

1 -
nge, as Japanese firms
bring many more redundancies. Such regulation of rUShH 1o set up shop inside *Foriress Europe’.

: £
Tokyo stock excha

“l said that the social
Europe we wanted was a
job-creating Europe, and

the social programmes we
wanied were those that

0| UOPIOD) A T L O

reduced the inequality of trude. Under cover of protecting these counties
it has increased their economic and polifical dependence. The Slabbex
system which is supposcd to regulate the receipts and expons of thess
couniries has hbeen overtaken by fluctoating demand for raw matedals,
and takes no account of the relationship between prices of exported mw
materials and mponed commodities. The Enropean workers” movemsnt
must lend the fight for the cancellation of Third Wodd debts, for new,
lavourable terms of trade, and a programme of planned economic expan-
sion involving countries of the Morth and South in 4 concered war on
poverty.

In all the Evropean countries belonging 1o NATO and the Atlantic Al-
liance our demand is that they leave and close down all US hases. The
Franco-Geman brigade is the preeurmor of a project of gadual European
military integration. We arc opposed to all
the proposals to strengthen or re-equip the
military forces of Buropean kmperialism,
whose sole function is to buttress capitalist
rale over the working class in the west and
to threalen the bureaucratised workers’
stales n the east. France and Britain must
unilalerslly destroy their nuclear weapons,
withdraw their troop garisons [rim over
seay, and, along with other west European

16 million unsmployed, 40 pervent of whom wo UId enco urage an stales, dishand their vast standing amies,
are young people. None of this will be .
changed by the SEA and its incantations entrepreneurial, A challenge for the

ahonot the single markel

The competition between tax systema, the
need to bring VAT rateg into ling, the al-
temptz of each country to direct capital in-
vestment towards the most financially
profitable countries, will all lead to the inlro-
duection of povernment policies designed to
attack working class incomes while henefi-
ting the capitalists.

European workers are not the oaly enes to
suffer from a umited hosses” Burope. The
search for greater profits in capitalist Europe
dies not end with mtionalisation nf the community "s market: it also im-
plies gradual military inlegration {already there are moves lowards a joinl
Franco-German military brigade) and a greater coberence of the different
natiomal policies towards the Third Werld, coupled with o mome sggres-
sive line from Enmopean multi-netinnalz, From now oo, the Community
conntries will act as a grmoup n negotirtions with Third Woerd countries
on the debt. They will act as 8 gronp in talking to the USA and Jipan
ahout the world madket and monctary policies, which will then be im-
posed pn dependent countries, They will act together in aepotintions of
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATTY and UNCTAD (the
United Natioms Conference on Trade and Development ).

The Lome Convention, a mechanism regulating trade between the
EEC and 63 countries of Africa, the Canbbean and the Pacific, has not
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competitive Europe. That's
the essential disagreement
between us [and Jacques
Delors].” (Lord Young,
interviewed in Newsweek,
April 17, 1989

workers’ movement

The interests of the big financial and in-
dustnal gmuprare increasingly interiwined;
thers are more and mote alliznces, making
confrontations between workers and their
bosses even more complex and difficult. An
incteasing mmber of subsidiares and Tinks
berween European multi-nativnals has al-
ready put many decision-making centres ef-
fectively outside the framewark of any one
nation, confronting the trade union move-
ment with new problem = and danger=,

The introduction of the single market is a challenge thrown down to
the Bumopean workers' movement. The bosses hope it will establish a
kelier relationship of forees for them to impose their wages policies and
divide the working class. We have 10 expose and challenge these
capitahi=t projects.

During thess Buropean elections there will be a Lot of noise about the
problems of the European institutions, the relationship hetween the stales
and the political workings of the Communily. Though convinced of its
ngeds on the economic front, the bourgeoisie is still hesitant 1o set up
Eurupean institutions and nver their relationship to the national states.
The perspective of a single markel does not remove regulatory functions
from naticnal govemments. This is why there are contradiclions -
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cumulating between the scheme of a united Europe and the still irreplace-
able role of social control by the stale machinery in each member cotintry.
The discussion en Enropean mstitutions, on the role of the European par-
liament and European Commission are part of this question. In some
countries this is increasing the crisis of right wing patties

There is also now a big discussion among the members of the
Europenn Free Trade Association (EFTA) on jo ining the European Com-
mumity. Here again the workers' movement has no inferest in the argee
ments botween different partics and sections of the employers. The
workers' movement should start from its own demands and the goal of
improving wages and living standards. Qur apposition 1o the bosses’
Europe i< based on the fact that each of the institutions of the EEC rop-
resents a device of European capital aimed at controlling the working
class and preserving capitalist rle.

For a Europe of the workers!

Faced with the bosses' pitacks, the workers’ movement mist opposc
the SEA. Agninst a Furope of united bosses we musi counterpose a

management of the introduction of the single market, It should fst of
all be concemed abaut the reladonship of forces betwesn the wortkers
and the bosses, Tt is through class stroggle — and not through socepling
the Ingic of the SEA and adding reformist social poley demninids — that
the capitalist offensive can be blocked,

The trade onions shonld counterpose their main demands to the SEA,
fight to defend the gains already won in various countries, and fight in
other countries around demands that such benefits are extended to them,
Within such struggles (or partial demanids, socialisis must raise the wider
pempective: the problems of the working class and the oppressed will
never be solved while capitalism remains intact.

Altiempis fo create competition between workers in Europe by impos-
ing different wages and conditions must be fought. Some counlries like
Greece and Portugal, the Spanish state and Ireland suffer wages, condi-
tioms and social benefits that are quite different {from those elsewliers in
the EEC. Their bosses and governments argue (hat this gives them a
‘compamtive advantage’ that could bring great benefits in the single
market. Waorkers must fight this logic and demand an improvemen! in

Ewrope of workers united in a new, active intemationalism and coopera- | social conditions o al least the levels prevailing in other BEC countries

tic, raising their own class démands
in the strugele for socialist solutions
in each country and across the con-
tinent.

It iz urgent for the trade union
movement tnesablish means of voor-
dimation and centralisation of infor-
mation and struggles on a comany-
wide. basis. This medns that
inter-union and natiopal divisions
have to be hroken down and
chauvinist prejudices swepl away.
The lrade union movement must
cfcate the inslruments nooossay [0
link up and unite its forces in the
multi-natienals and Ewmpean com-
panics

Faced with the dangera-of the SEA, the working cluss response miust
be notautapian, reformist ides of some sortof “European’ social dialogue
hetween bosses and unioms {along the lines promoted s snecessfully by
top Eurocral Jacques Delors at last year's TUIC Congress), but to srg-
gle. Thers is no way that the Thaicher government, huving faced down
the stuggles of the British labour movement tn impose its policies for
the past fen years isnow guing (o back-track on all of them simply at the
request of some European tri-partite
talks. The =ame pgocs for any dght
wing govemment, The lalk of some-
how impnaing supenior Buropean so-
mal legislation dcross the continent,
a 'social Eumpe’, was always a con-
fidence tnck: it began only affer the
policy of o *single Fumpe® was al-
rendy decided, and represented the
attemipts by the reformist labour
burcaucracy and politicians to mmend
or add to the SEA through top-Tevel
negotiations in campeted offices in
Brussels (suitahly mmote from the
eyes and influence of the workers),

The whole dislogue has taken place between people who are already
convinced that the *single market’ is a mimele solution to problems of
ecopomic growth, The Enropean employers’ mssoC s, nrgmis-.d i
the CES, are already commitied to the ideal of the single murket: yel in
the nume of deregulation and fibemlizm the employers and the Commis-
cion have already announced that there is no question of enforcing any
liomogeneous social policies onto member states, While the bosses want
to intemationalise their capital as far as possible, they refuse workers the
benefit of the game level of sncial benefits across the "united” Furope.
“Ihis al least makes elear the class cortent of the SEA, singe no malter
huw civilised and social democratic may be their thetoric, «0 long 2x the
employers are firmly in control any social policy concessions will simp-
Iy be & facade to conceal the realiry of capitalist exploitation.

The workers” movement has nothing to gain from any so-called co-

Frenchman”.
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“IDelors] was talking about
‘social gains’.
about the social Europe we
would have, which included
things like co-determination. Now
we’ve lived through that, and
there's no way we would ever go
back to that.”

(...) take the average Frenchman.
You see if he wants to be in the
same country with Italy, Germany,
Greece, Portugal and Britain and
ireland. | suspect at the end of the
day he still considers himself a
Lord Young

— demanding the 40 hour week in
Portugal, for instance, The Tact is that
the employers seek to hnng wages,
working coaditfions and social
benefits into line downwards,
Workers must respond with demands
and sction to foroe them into line wp-
wards, insisting that the advaninges
won il ofe country or vme sector be
matched elsswhere in Burope. This
will be won only through trade union
and wider struggles, not by uny socinl
consensus of appeals 1o the ideals of
a "united” Europe,

The general strike in the Spanish
state showed that it 1= possilde for
workers Lo oppose governmenial
austerity policies and challenge the authority of capitalist govemments
| The nurses’ strikes in Britain and then in France Iast year and the prescnt

struggles of Ttalian health workers show not only that health and other

gocial benefits are under attuck across Europe, but that workers cun fight

back. There have also been struggles of youth against cuts and atacks

on education. and mass action by milworkers (France) and teachers
| {France and Spanish state). The german metalworkem took the lead in
the fight for a 35-hour week. All
these examples found echoes acyoss
Europe and point o the need o or-
ganige jointly and spread struggles
and solidariry intemationally.

A socialist altemative

The Europe we want is ol that of
capitalism, exploitation, imperialist
amhbitions, militarism and repres-
sion. In opposition o this capitafis
Burope we put forward another, dif-
ferent, socialist Burope. The alicma-
tive 1o the madiet coonomy and s
destructive consequences can only
bhe a sciallst, democmtic, fratemal internutionalist Enrope, built on the
expropriation of private capital, on direct democracy and workers'
management.

Only such a Enrope will be able to combat all oppression:

@ The oppression of women, whose ampirations will neverbe fulfilled
hy the EEC or the single markel. A socialist policy would guarantee the
right to pitid work; equal pay for work of equal value: the right to-edoen-
tion and training; full trade union and employment rights for part-time
workers: free contracepiion; the right fo free shortion on demand: in
creased social services, especially childeare and health services; and full
participatinm in political and eivic life. ;

® The oppression of immigrant workers from colomal and semi-
colonial countries, whe are subjected to racist immigiation and
nalionality laws and restrictions on entry and refused equal political

He was talking

on 1992
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rights, and of black
communitie: bem and
bromght up in Burope,
who suffer from
racizm, discrimination
at work, in hoomng
and access to social
services,

® The oppression
of naotions and
nationalities in the
heartiands of Europe —
in the North of Ircland
and Euskadi — and in
enlonies like New
Caledonia,

The Burope we
wanl 18 hased on a
completely differemt
economic sysiem,
slarting from prodioc-
tion for need, not
profit, and Leking inlo
account the orgent
task of protecting and
restonng the already
damaged =nvimnment
and resolving the
probiem of energy
HEMITOER

Uur perspective is
ul u Ewropean socialist
(ederation, o wiorkers
furope. This will be
bom out of the combined forces of the anti-capitalisi siroggles for
soctalist mvolution in the west und the anti-bureaucratic struggle for
political revolution in e sast Perestroika and galsnnst are not micscle
eolutions to free the woikers of eastern Burope fmm the repressive and
wadteful straitjacket of bureauemey. Comevim 15 no more 3 voice for in-
termationalism and solidarily between peoples than is the EEC,
Bursaucrntic unification, like murket unification, is 3 source of inequoality
and nppression

Withour waiting any longer we have (o nrganise the converpence of
stiupples berseen the wodkers” movement in weslem Burmpe and the in
dependent organisions n eastedn Europe, This means building revolu-
tionary socialist corrents and parties in every country, linked through an
inlematicmal movemenl Such a tradition already exists - in the lomes ol
the Trotskvist Foenh Intemational.

A policy for the workers' movement

Whatever the oulcome of the Eurcpean elections, the workiing class
movement needs its own programme of demands wlich begmn from the
defence of gains already won and numedinte needs, butl which reach out
towards the necessary sociallst trunsformution of secety. Only in this
way can we really Dght the implications of the Single Buropean Act and
the bosses' strmtegie reorpantsation, The fiegt demands should be:

® Against all austerity poficies, whether implemenied by parties of
the nght or “lefi’, For workers" enity aguinsl a1l formz of class collabora
tio, ‘co-mnnagement” and European of natismal patnotism. Defend
livang standaeds against inflation through s sliding scale of wages —
monitored hy trade union commitiees — 1o compensate for each mcrease
in prces, inferest rales and taxation

@ Apainst anemplovment: [or trade union and political sction 1o Rght
piani closures und redundancies, incloding Enropesin-wide avtion 1o Tight
ratinnalisainon hy multi-nationals. Against the bosses” calls for sackings;
demind a shorer working week — an innmediale universal policy of a 35
lur weale leading to the wider policy of wodt sharine without loss of
pay. Demand programnies of usefal poblic wordks 10 create new johs at
trade union rates of pay

& Apainsd the capitalist restructering af induseey tade Unions and
other wirkers" organirations must demand the openfag of the books of
the multinationals to expose the extent of hack-room desling, asset strip-

PHOTO: Carlos GuaraTel|ox
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ping and swindles, and lay the basis for altemative plans based on cx-
prhe:ai:!ﬁulim of private capital and expansion of production 1o meet sncial
needs,

® Apainit competition between European workers: for identical con-
dirions al work, in health and mafety, paid holidays and retirement, the
nght 1o free, tax-funded health care, social securify and educntion
throoghout the Community at the most favoumble level,

® Against women's oppression: for the fight to abertion and con-
traception mm demand: for s massive expansion of state funded childear,
heplth and social services; equal pay Lor work of equal value,

® Againg rociom: nepeal all immigration restrictions and | rackst
nanmnality laws; for equal political nghts o luding the nght to vote for
all immigrant wodkers, Delend the black communitics agminst racist
viotence.

& Agamst imperalism and militaeisne: cancel the Third Woeld debt:
immediate unilstemal noclear disnrmament. Dhsband NATO and other im-
penalisi alliances, expel 115 bages, withdrow British French and other
troops {rom overseas: disband the standing amics of western Burope.
Baiish troops out of Irefend! Independence for New Caledonia!

® Againyt destruction of the envirgnment: halt building and close
dowm ull nuclear power stations, Fot national and Borope-wide plans 1o
protéct and restore the environment

O vision of & speialist Burope involves not creeping reforms or even
‘radival” restrvctaring of capitalism, but the revolutionary overthrow of
the existing order. Mo single country can complete a socinlist revolution
in isalation, bul there is no magic panaces o rigger a synchronised pan-
Furopesn movement: the revolution must begin in particular countries
and spread Burope-wide,

The prinnty for the workerz” movetmnent is fo develop links at rank and
lile and official leve| which can open up solldarity arcund key class bat-
tlez. esprecially in fghting the multinabionals and opposition o austeriry
mreasures. Within this the development of & revolutionary marxist leader-
hip in the unions and other mass organisations of the workers” move-
ienl is an wrgent task. Such @ leadership is essential in the fight against
reformist and Sralinist burcascracy and for the perspective of the
European sociallst revolution.

Foreard to the united socialist states of Europe!
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In El Salvador, the murder of Archbishop Romero formed a focus for the developing struggle against the regime.

Marxism and religion

The opium of the people?

With the Salman Rushdie affair still in the news, this month's Back to Basics looks the Marxist view
of religion. Should we still see organised religion of any description as a bulwark of reaction,
conservatism and obscurantism as Marx and Engels did in the nineteenth century? If so so how do
we couple that with defence of freedom of warship?

Religion historically has been one of the
most pawerful means at the disposal of
the ruling ¢lass for the maintenance of
inequality, exploitation and slavish
obedience on the part of sections of the
working class.

The smggle with relipion has two sides
which must be distinguished. On the one hiand
we have the struggle with the church as a spe-
cial organisation, existing for religious
propagania, matenially inlerested in the main-
tenance of popular ignorance and religious
enslavément, On the other hand, we have the
struggle with the widely diffosed and decply 1n-
grained prejudices of the majorty of the work-
ing class and olher seclions of society,

The union between Church and state goes
hack cenmbes. The associalion berween the
chumh und the fendabizestate of landowners, for
example, was very intimate: the autocratic state
wis mustained by the landed interest. The
Church itself was a majorlandlord, owmingmil-
lioms of acres. These two powers were inevitab-
ly compelled 10 join forces against the labour-
ing masses,

Purng the period in which the urhan hour-
genisie Wil in comflict with the fendal nohlity,
the hoorgeoisie fierely attacked the Church,
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since it owned termitories which the bourgemae
wenled for iself,

It is this conflict that explains why the
demand for tie separation of Church and sate
was made by the liberal hourgenisie. However,
it was never fully realised. Everywhers the
struggle of the working class against the
capitalists was growing more infense, and the
bourgenizie saw no reason lo break up the ab-
liance of the Church and siate They thought it
wioild be more advantageaus (o come o ETms
wilh the Church, that is, as Bukhorin and
Preobarzhensky termsed it to “boy its prayers on
behalfl of the strupple with socialism.”

The work which the bourgeoise in ifs ftrug-
glewith the Church had left unfinished was car-
red to a conclusion by the pmlelaran reviplu-

tiod In Ruossia in 1917, One of the first decrecs
of the Soviet state was thal conceming the
sepuration of Church and state. All its landed
eslales were taken away from the Chunch and
handed over to the masses. All the Chuonch's
capital became the property of the working
clasz, The Sovicl state rejected all thoughts of
vring the Church in any way whatever as a
meant for strengthening the proletanan state.

However, its one thing 1o ¢arry through the
reparation of Church and state, Tt is mech more
difficult to combat the religious prejudices al
ready deeply rooted in the consciousness of the
masses. Religious propaganda finds its most
fertile soil where social institutions do not
allow people 1o undersiand the real namre of
sciely,

In capilalist suciety production and the ex
change of gods aré not carmed nut with foll
conscinusness and ina planned way, they hap-
pen s thongh they were the msull of clemen
tal forces, The markel controls the prodocer.
Workers excluded from decision making in
production do not know il loo many or too few
goods are being produced, why prices rise al
one time and fall ar another, why crises agd un
emiployment occur. 8o, having litle coptiol
over such imporant events in their lives, work-

ing people can easily acoept the notion of "the.
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will of God”® as an explana
tiom. Religion also leaches
thiem their station in life.

In organized, conumumnist
soctety, on the other hand, *
production and distribution
no lenger hold any mysteries
for the working class. The ¢
working class collectively
and mdividually participates
in elabarating a general plan
of production and will have
ideas and proposals on the
matter. The lransition from §
socialism o communism,
from the society which
murks the end of capitalism
to the society completely
freed fmom all traces of class
division will bring about the
natural death of all religion
and all superstition. 4

In reality, of course we
would wonld make a big
mistalkce if we thought we
could sit back and watch the
end nf rehigion. In the Soviet
Union, after 1917, the
Church became centeal to the
political stroggle against the
dictatnrship  of  the
proletarial. The Holsheviks
mixde-a point of conlimuimg
the struggle agrinst religious
propaganda. Their methods
were vaned and made use of
debates andd the publication
of liferature. They also
placed 8 g emphasis on
putting out scientilic
knowledpe to ondermine the anthenbicity of
religion. They opened up the shrines to expose
the ‘incorruptible’ mlics, to show up the trck-
ery on which religion was grounded

Huwever, in marked contrast to later, cruder,
Stulinist efforts, the watchword of the Bol
sheviks was sensitivity, To thrust atheism on
the musses, to interfers with religious practices
and to mock the vhject= ol popularbelief would
not assist but hinder the campaign against
refiygion, If the Churmch was persecuted it could
win sympathy umongs the masses. Persecution
witld resiind thent of the days when there was
a link between rehgion and the defence of na-
tional [reedom: it would stengthen the anli-
sepific movement and in general it wonld
miobilize all the mmams of an ideology which
was already beginning to die out,

The well-known phrase ‘religion 1a the
opium of the people” is generdly eckoned (o
be at the heart of the Marxist concept of
refigion, However a closer lonk al the sssue
would reveal Mam's understanding of the dual
charcter of religion

‘Religious distress s at the same time the ex-
pression of real distress and the prolest against
el distress. Religion is the sign of the op-
pressed creature, the heart of o leart less world
just Az it is the spirit of an unspintual situatiom
Itizthe optum of the peaple, " (Toward ihe Crn-
gue. af Hegel's Philosophy of Right, 1844
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e franian revolution: religion used by K homeini
lo smash class mobilisation,

Marx wrote the above pagsage when he was still
a follower of Feuerbach, o neg-Hegelian. Hia
analysis is thersfore without any class
reference. But it none the less prasped the con-
tradictory characler ol the religinus
phenomenin; sometimes a leglimation of ex-
isting sociely and sometimes a protest apainst
it

Engels for hiz pan, tned to explain concrets
social expressions of religions, Chostianity no
longer appearcd as & timeless ezscnce bt 4s i
cultural form undergoing changes in differsnt
hmstoncal penods; fieat as a religion of the
slives, then as the weology of the Roman Em-
pire, then tailored to feudal hierarchy and last-
v adapted o bourgenis society.

Enusls, though, mealised that the conflict be-
rween materialism and religion s not always
identical with the straggle between revalution
and reaction. Forexample in Britain, eightesnth
century materialism defended absolute monar-
chy . while protestant sects used religion in their
struggle against the Stwarts. While remaining
an atheist, & matedahst and an enemy of
religion, Engels, like Marx, understood the ‘dual
character of religious beliel; defending rocial
arder n Lhe ome hand and protesting sgains i
on the ather.

Later on Lenin insisted in Socialism and
refigian that atheism should not be pan of the
Farty's programme because “uniry in the really

revolutionary straggle of the
oppressed class for creation
of a paradise on carth is nore
important to us thin unity of
proletarian opinion on
paradise in heaven’. This
never meant that Marxists
shonld not wage a stmpple
against religion but that
atheism was not a condition
for party membership.

Rosa Luxembourg shared
this eprmon, but developed a
different and looser ap-
proach. Although an atheist
herself, she attacked, not so
much religion, more the
reactionary policy of the
| Church. In an essay wrillen
in 1905, called Cheurch and
sacialism she claimed that
modem soctulists were more

% faithful to the originsl prin-
(8% ciples of Christisnity than
the copservative clergy of
today. Since socialists strug-
gle lor = social order of
freedom and equality, priests
should weleome it When the
clergy suppon the rich who
explain and oppress the poor
they are in open contradic.
tion o Christian teachings,
Lunembourg, predating for
example Tony Benn awd Enic
Heffer tried io rercuc whal
she saw us the social dimen-
zion of the Christian tradi-
tion for the labour move-
nmient, tather than underakes

| philosophical battle in the name of matenalism

Amongst the more recent leaders and
thitikers of the communist movement Gramsc)
showed the greatest interest in relipions izmes.
His ironic criticism of the conservative forms
of religion expecially jesuitical catholicismdid
nol prevent him from seeing the Ultopian
dimension of religions ideas.Religion is the
most gigantic Utopia that history has ever
Enown. It affinns. . that man is.cegual to othes
men....hut it alzn affirms thiz is not of this
world hut of another (the Tiopia).

He also pointed out "that every religion...fs
really & mulliplivity of dilferent and oller con
tradictory religlons, There is acatechism for the
peasanis, & catechiam for the petty hourgeoise
and urban wodkers and acatechism for workers
and for intelleciuals.'

In gereral Mars and Engels felt that the sub-
ersive mle of religion was a thing of the past
witheut any significance in the em of the

»midern class struggle. This was true for a

period but teday new questions are poscd in this
field. The methods of Marxiwn still apply and
will aid our nnderstanding whether al libera-
tion theology or the growth of Islamic fan-
damentalism or the relationship between the
Catholic Church and Solidarmosc in Poland.

Ann Panter and Graham Topley
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Hillsborough: a working class
tragedy waltmg to happen

The emtional reaction to the
events at Hillsboroogh
stadivm on April 15 has
spread beyvond Merseyside
and the football world to the
whole of British society.

However shocking and painful
the images on televizion and in the
press have been, the disasier at
Hillshorough will have come as no
surprise to many football sup-
porters. The immediate canzesofthe 5
tragedy — inadequate and incom- g
petent policing, fans beng crammed %
into cages like animals, huge delays
getting into the ground and bad planning and
conimunication by the foothall club - are
problems which fans epcounter week in, week
out at every major league ground in the
country, Hillshbomough was a working class
tragedy walting to happen,

Socialists need to Took into the undedying
cansea of the disaster and Lo propose ways in
which the working class, through ils own ac-
tivity and organisalion, can provide solutions,

On one level, Hillshorough was typical of
the tenth year of Thatchedsm. In common with
Piper Alpha, the Herald of Free Enterprise,
Kings Cross and the Clapham train crash, the
disaster was a symptom of the unlellensd
operation of market forces. The frantic seanch
for short term profit — whether it washy British
Rail, Pan Am, P&D Perries or foothal] club
owrners —means a lurther decline in already in-
adequate health and safely provisions. This,
combined with culs in the emergency services
and the general deteriomtion in the infrastmc-
ture necessary for a healthy and safe environ-
ment, means that the loss of life from
‘accidents’ and other environmental Ginses
has increased significantly in the lifetims of
the Tory governmeni

Feotball in its present form is a relatively
=T ~,f_1u|:'|..
founded in the eardy yéars of this century, and
the English Poothal| League itsell has only jus
celehrated its centenary. Huge crowads st foot-
hall matches only became common i the
1924k, From then Lo the present day, foothall
croowds lave teen almost entirely working
class in composition. Waorking class fnothall
{ans formed thelr own supporiers dlubs arly
{n the development of the Lengue. These sup-
porters clubs organised travel, sooial and
sporting events, lundraizsing and, in some
carer, slected representation to the oards of
their football clhobs

Over the years, most official suppomers
club have been iransfonned o sppendages
of the foothal cloba themsalves, and hove Toat
any accountabibny 1o or mass invelvement by
the funs, In many cases, they nge jusl a means
for fane to nhizin membemship cands o enable

Most of owr luger clubs were. |
| Thatcher govemment,

them to travel to away matches. In recent
years_however, there has been an explosion of
seli-organised unofficial supporters clobs and
fanzines — known collectively as the ‘Altems-
tive Football Network®. An independent na-
tionel organisation for fans-- the Football Sup-
poriers Association (FSA) has been growing
steadily and now counts its membership in the
thousands.

The existence of foothall as a mass spec-
tator sport and the self-organisation of foothall
fans should be supporied wholcheariedly by
all socialists. In some cases, football provides
the only collective experence which young
working class people have available to them.
The collectivity of the terraces and of rup-
porters organisations represents a gain for the
working class as a whole.

Mredictably, as with all working class social
[rrmatioms under captalism, foothall crowds
are contradictory phenomena. Forms of raling
class (deology — sexism, racism and
nationalimm — are deeply rooted in the mase of
foothall supporters (most of whom are white
and male). Consequently, fascisl groups have
had some limited stccess af recruiting on the
terrpces, although fascist influence (with a few
notable exceptions) has declined recently.

The mling clazs, In the shape of the
cOCONIfges exirems
nationalis sentiment among football fans, and
is al least benevolently. silent on racsm and
sexism. Their views on the collechve ex-
perence and organisation of so many working
cluss people, however, are another muolber.

The proposed introdoction of compulsory
[} cands is premisely an atlempl o exer sovial
control over (mock smaller) football crowds
e mbing class regards the loss of more lves
{ncrushes outside and inside prounds as an ac-
ceptable price to pav, The knes-jerk reaction

if Domglas Hord and Colin Moynihan to the
Hillshormugh diragter was to propose all-
reated fnothall grounds—this wying (o destroy
musch of the collective emotion and spirit to be
enjoyed oo the fermacer

Fourthall mrpporiers alsn provide n naoful
scupegoul for the Torics — an “enemy within'

who can be uzed to justify the muost
extreme attacks oncivil liberties, *If
they hehave like animals, they
should be treated like animals.” The
bracketing together of all working
class football fans as ‘hooligans’
who need 1o be locked up in cages
wan directly responsible for the
deaths of the 95 Liverpool sup-
porers.

! The Labour leadership sharcs
with the govemment the view that
i football’s problems can be reduced
to “football hooliganism”. Roy Hat-
tersley provided s graphic illusita-
tion of this bipartisan approsch
when he stated in a recent ‘Newsnight” inter-
view that if he and Dooglas Hurd were to be
locked in a room ovemight they would emerge
wilh an ‘ascceptable’ ID card scheme in the
morming.

The tendency of some on the left to treat
foothall supporiers as an irrelevance, or worse,
as irredeemably reactionary, is simply allow-
ing the Tories, and their allies in the Labour
leadership, to quite literally ‘pet away with
murder’; the murder of football as amass spec-
tator sport, and of football fans in fulure
tragedies such ax Hillsborough.

Instead of ignoring these issues we should
be developing & political programme {or the
trans{ormation of football into what i1 has al-
ways had the potential to become — the
‘Pegple’s Game'. Some of the elements of
such = programme are already being
developed inside the [oothall supporers
movement. Arguments against racism and
sexism are common in football fanzmes. They
also raise demands such as supporters” repre-
sentation on boards, better facilities, opposi-
tion to any form of 112 card scheme, and so o
The FSA has begun io exert some real in
(lense on the football authontics on some of
these questions. Socialisizs need to have an
input into these debuiter where il mattes - in
the suppomters’ orgamsations themselves, as
well as raising them in the Labour Pasty and
trade unions. We should be arguing lor
mpporters’ comimol of football clubs, women-
only sections in every stadiun, nati omalisstion
(ar mumcipalisation) of football prounds,
apeming the facilities of clubs (o Tocel com-
muiily use, malches o be stewarded by siup-
pofers themselves — police oul of football
grounds.

| am xtire that the li=t can be added to. The
imponant point is that sooalists cannnt con-
nnue inabstan on the tmporiant guestions | hat
are mised by football supporters themselves.

Clenn Sutherland
The Fonthall Supponiers Aasociation can be con-

tacted at 5% Clakwood Road, Liverpond .26 1XD
{membership £2)
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Matewan
Film, directed by John
Sayles

Organising miners in
1920s West Virginia

Reviewed by
Bradley Judd

MATEWAN FOLLOWS
union organiser Joe
Keneban into the isolated
dells of the West Virginian
coal region. But, Joe 15 not
alone. The mine owner of
the Stone Mountain Coal
Company has bired the most
ruthless and feared
sirike-breakers available in
the 1920s,

Matewan vividly brings to
the screen the soupggles that
transpired Lo uniomise in this
century, showing the exient 1o
which the bosses must goto
keep control. The
sirike-breakers do not hesitate
to ose any methods, incloding
mierder, to stop the nnion,

Like Misossapps Burnin
and Norma Ras, Matewan I?m
the feel of 4 documentary
drama, but it mome successfully

rirays histonical facl Unlike
;;:’,s.rz'.uippr' Burning, which

transforme J Edgar Hoover's
vicious FBI into pro-civil rights
activists, Marewan sticks close
to the Tacts. And Matewan does
not have the tidy resolved
ending of Nerma Rae, whers
the union election scems to
guarantee victory. The textile
workers at JP Stevens found in
reality that the election was
onlﬂlh: beginning of the story.
atewdn portrays the subtle

manipulation of relations
between the different groups
brought into the strike by the
mine owner. Whites against
Italizn tmmigrants against
blacks brought up from the
soothem states, each group,
with difficulty, sees through
prejudics, to acknowledge
common interest, And. just as
they are coming topether, new
divisions are effectively
exploted

Issues of loyalty anse, with
one unionist’s betrayal and the
falsified charge of rape apainst
Joe Kenehan, The
contemporary case of the
socialist activist Mark Cortis in
the american mid-west mimoes
the false charges agsins Jos
Kenchan.

The church sides against the
miners and the disillunonment

with this betrayal is shown by

PHOTC: Andraw Wi Flapor

Fi Fg.'n‘.f against divisions — refugees from 13 nations ;

march during the British miners’ strike.

the crisin of one youth, who had
been preparing for Lthe pulpit.
He iz forced to break from the
ch-:m.'h and place his faith in the
Ui,

The film does stretch
i.'lruduﬁl‘j" in several arcas. First,
the town mayor = athises
with the LuLin:}-:n, a:ETEiH (1]
remain neutral and coatrol the
excesses of the strike breakers.
Such a local povemment would
be the exception and not the
rule in lebour actions.
Secondly, when the miners are
forced to defend themselves,
und resist the company violence
with weapons, the former
Wobblie, Joe Kenchan,
becomes a pacifist and sits out

of the struggle, continuing (o
argue for a non-violent defence
Here there is & blurming between
ideas prevalent loday, with the
chamcter of an ex-Wobhiie.

M atewuan tries to avoid direct
implications for activiem today,
making Joe Kenchan & mythic
sainly figore, sef in the remote
and distant past. Bui Marewan
inevitably raises issues of
struggle that are relevant today.

Director John Sayles, with
the beautiful photography of
activist Haskell Wexler, E_;\q
created the best film based nn
historicul events to come oot of
Hollywood inoa long Lime.

Hidden gifts

Rain Man

Film, directed by Barry
Levinson, starfing
Dustin Hoffman and
Tom Cruise

Reviewed by
JOHN LISTER

IF, LIKE ME, you dread
‘eamest’ flms overladen
with sound moral intent and
ohsessive desire to focus on
‘awkward' topics, you still
need have no fears in going
to see Rain Man, despite the
fact that its main character,
an Oscar-winning role for
Dustin Hoffman, suffers
from the personality
disorder known as autism,
However Rain Man is not
gimply about a3 particular form
of mental/psychological
handicap: it is shoot chamcter,
Hoffmen plays Raymond
Babhit, the autistic older brother
of car imposter Charliz Babhit

Hoffman as Raymond.

{Tom Cruise). Raymond has
been confined for most of his
life to & menfal instimtion - a
fact known only to his father,
and not to Charlie nntil his
father dies.

Y et while Ruymond is the
one with a diagnosed condition
that makes him unable to form
nomial human relationships,
‘nomial” Charlie is the one at
the =tar of the film who is
completely wrapped up in
himself and uncommunicative,
not least with his girlinend
Suszanna (Valera Golinn).

Ax the siory unfolds,
Raymond reveals his hitherto
hidden gifts of memory and
mathematical skillr: but Charlie
ton reveals o hidden streak of
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affection — both for Susanna
ant for Raymond.

In preparation for the mile,
Hoffman virmually moved in
with two brothers — ope autistic,
one not. His poriryal is based
on painstaking research into
autizmy, which affects shout five
{largely male) children ln every
10,000 births. Though 80
percent of autistic children are
mentally retarded, len percent
have a special talent — for
model-making, drawing or
some other skill, which stands

out in comtras to their condition.

A much smaller category —
only 2{K) or 20 have ever been
recorded — fit the category of
Reymond Babbit, ‘autistic
savants' with near-miraculous
powers in certam fHields, which
may incluode mathematics,
memary, musical skills,
drawing or sculpturs.

Rain Man is not therefore
Inoking at autism in general,
though it does remind vz that so
many people dismissed ag
mentally or physically
*handicapped” do have special
strengths and skills which need
o be apprecialed.

The film does however mise
the more general question of the
treatment of mental illness and
peychological problems: though
it may offer huim secunty and 2
structured, fmalistic life-style,
is a large menial hospital
{depressingly revealed in the
film) the best environment in
which to care for any
individunl?

Before the [ilm cnds comes a
realistic rerminder — when a
smoke alami sends him into a
panic —thet Raymond conld nm
cope with life unsupported, and
that muny relatives, like
Charlie, are nol willing or able
o give up their lives to caring
for & disabled relative. But as
Raymond climbs onto the train
to go back to his familiar “hin’
we should wonder whether
sociely cannol come up with
some more civilised way of
carning for le with such
u!is:ﬂ:llil.ir.'ua-sr.m:| X

Mone of which detrgets from
the film"s entertainment value;
we are showmn how to laugh
with real affection, while we
sympathise with Charlie’s
frustration. Don't miss i!
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Protest and
survive

Deceit and immorality

The book is funny, in the style
uIBm'anfnmh .Pmc:;cmi :n’:*
has & serinus intent. Int
between the jokes are chunks of

Why are dolphins
dying? How are Ihnyd&a}qrmg
the rain forests? Why can’t you
gei maple syrup anymore?
docs asset- g mean for

are the

buy it your local supermarice!.
Lots of people will buy it and
read it

Which is good, for the radical
ecologist movement has stfl
competition at the moment. Read
this: ‘Aﬂer;ﬂﬁ's q;ft;;él of us
Lo fight the e utiomn
nndﬁﬂnvensd‘m'wmﬂ for cur
children and ildren.”

Who said ?Junaﬂm}lm
Porritt? Margaret Thatcher? Nei
Kinnock trying to sound like
Margarcl Thatcher? No, il comes
on the back of a packe! of
Peandouce i

nappics.

Through a miracle of
marketing capitalists are now
selling themselves, the polluters,
as saviours of a future world.

Only Arthur Scargill has
seriously tried to claim ecology
for what it is — a central
warking class issue: the response
of much of the British far left is
to sniff suspiciously around the
ecalogical issue, declamng it to
be too “soft” o men! senious
attention.

No doubt sonie will take this
attitnde to Stark. But that's their
problem, not Ben Elton’s,

Dangerous Liaisons
Stark Film, with Glenn Close,
Ben Elton (Sphere John Malkevich and
Books, £3.50) Michelle Pielffer
Reviewed by Reviewed by Di Paton
‘ELEGANT", "WITTY" and
BEN ELTON'S FIRST novel | ‘cynical” are all words that
is a parody of blockbuster come to mind in describing
thrillers with lond coversin | Dangerows Ligisons.
which dorens of characiers Itisa lltn::rlﬁt':g:;it mt:
cattered roumd globe i ralit rom the
§ fhe ﬂolz.i E:'ai:tgu Dangerenx by
come together 1o defeat a Laclos, and st in the circles of
conspiracy (generally the French aristocracy just before
it or terrorist) and the revolution
e R
& 3 Iub[ ™ widow who never remarried ‘in
sk : ¥ 'Emuﬁ'n ﬂ;_ arder (o be able to have any man
lnll"h:tm 1 wanted’. She sets Visconle
e ecologits | (john Malkevich), the chamning
:lﬁh sach w = playboy, the task of

‘deflowering’ Cecille, the
danghter of an acquaintance of
hers, a virgin straight out of a
convent school, and promised in
marriage to another man. The

rize 15 to sleep with Close
Eem:!f,

Visconte rejects this challenge
as too easy; insizad he will
seduce o married woman known
for her virtue { Michelle Pfeiffer)
while her hushand iz away.

An often ententaining pursual
sequence follows as Malkevich
begins the task of seducing both
women. He naes tnckery,
hlackmail and false declarations
of love, and is eventually
successlul in both caszes, An

unexpected problem arises:
Malkevich falls in love with
Pfeiffer, bot throogh his vanity
rejects her in ogder to claim his
prize. At this point the plot rwists
and meets him with a hard sting
in its tail and he discovers that
Close was manipulating him all
along. I didn't foel that anything
particularly tragic had ocourred,
as the two leadmyg characters arc
too thoroughly nasty forus to
care much about their downfall,

Dangerous Linisons is
strangely ambiguous in ils
treatment of women. At times
Glean Close sounds almost like a
feminist {not bad for the
cighteenth century! ), talkking of
how, as a young woman, she was
marginalised by men talking as if
she wasn't there, or hiding her
from the real world. She leamt to
use her intelligence to discover
what is really going on, and to
wse the information to her
advantage,

Some of the images of
women's sexuality are also
positive — women are certainly
nof presented as agexual, nor is
there a simplistic good/bad
division made. However, the
ovemding way in which sexoal
relations are portrayed is one of
commerce and exploitation. The
audience is invited to share the
‘joke’ &z Visconte ‘ruins’ the
young Cecille by teaching her
sexual tricks that will betray her
expericnce when she marries,
Even worse, there is one scene in
which the charming Visconte
rapes Cecille {although we do

not see the actual rape ), who later
admitz to Glenn Close that,

ite guilt, she enjoyed it 1
md Hﬂ section of the film
quite disturbing to watch: not the
fact of the rape itself, but the way
in which if is treated as mercly
another part of the cynical and
sexy intrigues of the French
aristocracy,

The Flm is lavish in ils period

design and setting — full of
beautiful houses, 1 ful

ﬁuple. {especially John
alkevich) and even more
beautiful sightzenth century ball
OWNE.

Despite often revelling in its
own nasliness, the ove
message of Dangerows Lidisons
seems 10 be that immorality
doesn’L pay — il you mess
around you get hurt — a (amiliar
theme thess days. All the
characters who indulge in
‘sinful” sexual relationships meet
with their comeuppance, and the
only contrast made ia wath the
“good” behaviour of Pieiffer
before she succumbs Lo
Malkevich's chamas.

The possibility of
relationships developing outside
of the moral code which ane not
based on preed and selfishness,
and which do nol end in disaster,
is barely hinted at. Nevertheless,
despile political imitations,
Dangerous Liaisons 18 often very
funny, and is worth seeing forits
wry view of the deceit and
hypocrisy of the mling class of

the time.

Notebooks for Study and Research
Number 10 Botn iUkl Liberation

out now!

The Notebooks for Study and R eyeareh are aponacred by the
International Institute for Research and Education of
Amaterdam. They include three senes:

A “lecture” series: edited transcriptions of classes given &t
the Inatitule

A ‘studies” series: sysiematic smdies of either particularen-
preriences in 2 given country or a particolar theme.

A ‘documents and debales” senes: collections of docu-
mentx, articles and interviews designed to update o con-
trovemal qeestion.

4 | The Place of Marmsm in History by Emest Mande]
(study) (40pp, £2)

% 2 The Chinese Revolution — [; The Second Chinese
Revolution and the Shaping of the Macint Cutlpok by
Prerre Bousset (study ) {32pp, £2)

& 3 The Chinese Revolution — [ : The Maoist Project Tested
in the Struggle for Power by Picere Rousset (smdy)
(48pp, £2.500

& 4 Revolutionary Strafegy Today by Dante] Bensaid (fec-
ture) (3opp. £2)

4 5 Clase Struggle and Techaologioal Change in Japan
Since 1945 by Muto Ichiyo (stdy ) (48pp, £2.50)

Theology

Michael Lowy

% 6 Populiom in Latin America by Adolfo Gilly, Helena
Mirata, Carlos M Vilas and the PR (Arpentina) intro-
duced by Michael L&wy {documents) (40pp, £2)

4 TR Market gnd Plan in Pesleapitalist Sociefies; the Kx-
frerience of the So-Called Secialist Countfries by
Catherine Samary (lecture) {&dpp, £3)

# 9T he Formative Yearsofthe Fourth International {197 3-
1938} by Daniel Bennaid (lecture) (dEpp, £2.500

% 10 Marxism and Liberation Theology by Michael [iwy
sty ) {40pp, £2)

Forthcoming:

# || The Bourgesis Revolutions by Robert Lochhead

Individual orders: PO Box 705 London SW15 1HA

Subscription for 5 sues of NSR (surface £10; 100FF;
pir mail sdd 20%). Please indicate with which issae
subscription hegins (you may inclade back issues).

All payments o P Roossel, Prefemed: French franc pay-
able ina bank located in France, postal giros to CCP Paris
11541 97T, (please avoid Eurochecks).

Mail cheques and orders fo:

MNSE, 2 rue Richard-Leaoir, 93108 Moatreuil, France.
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Gorbachev and Political Revolution

Glastnost has vindicated the cnligue of
Stalinism by the Trotskyist movement in all
but one respect — Trolsky s theory of the
Political Hevolution. Acording to this, as I
understand i, the hureaveracy, having
osurped political power from the working
class, would never willingly concede it
Hence the need {or 8 working class
revolution from below, in a more or less
vielent process.

The recent elections in the Soviet Union
however now clearly hold out the possibiliry
of a relatively pesacelul process of refonn
leading to Tull sncialiat tli:mr_\cmc:,-,

The imponant points to note here are:

® The elections were sponsored hy a wing
uf the hureaucracy led by Gorhachev;

@ The democrtisation process, even if
limited, is irreversible and was iniGated from
within the bureancracy itsell;

® The process of relorm is currently
centred around a leading figure in the CPSUT
— Bons Yeltsin,

All this 1s a far ery [rom the scenano of the
masses slorming the Krembin and shoating
the Stalimsts against its walla. (A fate some
of them may richly deserve, but that is beside
the pnnt. )

With Kruschev and nimw Gorbachew, il is
ilear that the Soviel bureancracy is capable
of a much preater degree of self-reform and
political reform of Soviet society than
seemed possible in the 1930s, when Trotsky
was formulating the theory of political
revolution. Al the very least we can now sce
that the provess of political revolution will be
different and more complex than previously
envisaged by Tredskyists. It involves, az
Tarig Ali says, an element of “revolution
from above’.

I believe this view deserves debate, of the
kind Socialis Outlook so well provides. It
would be tragee if Trotskyism, having done
so much to defend demncracy in the working
class movement, were to be left in a political
backwater because it did not recognise a
democratic revolution when it was taking
place.

When history settles a question oaly
seclanian dogmatists cling to obsolete
thearies, as all goad Trotskyists should know,
Alan Radford
Bristol
e
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Afghanistan

There is romething of & problem with
favounng the Soviet withdrawal from
Afphanistan (30 13), Tt is the not
insubstantial matier of the consequent
slanghter of large sections of the Afphanistan
population by the Mujaledin.

Revolutionary socialists formulate strategy
not through abstract models of development
but day to day reality: the reality of the
retaoval of Soviet Armied Forces is genocidal
slanghter and the enforcing of a viscionsly
reactionary fundamentalist regime, Their
remaining provides elementary physical
delence.

The editorial is quite correct (o assert that
only the ‘self-organisation of the
oppressed...can pave the way for socialism
But this is not immediately useful to those
who are about in be lacerated by the bullets
of the Mujshedin. While the SAF were there
they at least mitigated their worst affects,

KEhomeni's counter-revolution was an
enomous sethack for the revolutionary
mavement: can we favour the preconditions
for the creation of a similar state in
Afphanistan?

The PIPA Stalinists instituted a number of
significant reforms: abolishing bride prices,
exiablishing schools, and various important
Tand reforms. Its replacement by those who
advocats in their refugee camps the stoning
of women adulierers, who are in the pay of
US imperalism and have a political
programme beat lefi behind in the seventh
cenfury, would be disasimous,

It is with unchuracieristic disregard for the
lives of thousands that S0 can countenance
the regime of Hehmalyar 1 Islamic —
financed by reaction and fuclled by religious
backwardness. A political solution and a
Marxist carrent await to be bronght inte
being in Afghanistan,

Whartever the possibililies of either in the
shiort termi, they are hindered hy
abandonment of the couniry to the
Mujahedin. lis rufe will mean mazs murder,
mizery and barbarism, To watch it unfiold
over the next year is a sickening prospect.
Simon Kennedy
Abertawe

Afghanistan 2

Tohn Lister's article and also the editadal
slalement on Afghanistan (SO 13) altempl a
posiion somewhere between a defencist (ie
Marxist) position and the “third camp’
degeneration of the SWP(LTK). As such they
are full of contradictions. We are told that
whilst we should have favoursd a Soviel
tmop withdrawal all along we are alsa told
that now they are wathdrawing this represents
a defeat for the working class!

O course it 18 true, as John states, that the
Sowiel bureancracy had no intention of
sowvielising Afghanistan but was merely
interested in securing the rule of a left
Bonapariist regime within its sphers of
influence. This hine was clearly emphasised

at the time of the intervention in 1979 by the
ousting of the Khalg Faction and the murder
of Amin and the installation in power of the
Parcham Faction (the more conservative of
the two PDPA factions). Despite this, should
the Marxist rerponse hivve been to join in the
imperialist onchestrated chonez and demand
that Soviet troops withdraw — or should it
have been to demand precisely that the Sovier
bureancracy sovietise Afghanistan? That is
demand thai the burcancracy base itself o
the independenl mobilisations of the Alghan
workers and peasants and comnuit itself (o the
expropriation of the miling classes and the
establishment of a workers' state.

In relation io the Soviet invasion of
Finland in 1940, the former position was
maintained by Schachiman whilst the latter
was maintained by Trotsky, If John and oither
comrades claim 1o hold a Trotaoyist position
then the vnus is on them to show why it was
correct Lo appose a Soviel withdrewal from
Finland bul comect to have called for a Soviet
withdrawal from Afehanistun.

It is obvipus that the Sovict bureaneracy
golinlo decper and deeper water throughiout
the 1980} hut this must be seen asa product
ol the nghtist ofentation of the bureavcracy
and the Parcham Faction of the PDPA,
resulting in the dismantling of many of the
gains of the 1978 revolution in order to
pacify the hig landlords and other lomes who
had an inlerest in overthrowing the regime,
This culminaied in the PDPA abandoning
any claim to bea Marxist-Leninist party at
the end of 1938,

By serting themselves against the
establishment of a workers' state the Soviel
hureancracy and the Parcham Faction
demobilised sections of the Afghan masses
and alzo encouraged the Mujahedin in their
counter-revolutionary war. The Afghan orisis
confirms Trotsky ‘s theory of Permanent
Revolution, Namely that in the
underdeveloped and oppressed nations,
national liberition can only be achieved
under the proletarian dictatorship, whilat the
Menshevist-Stalinist, bourgenis-democratic
line leads to defeat.

I is no accident that Sccialist Organiser,
who were the most vociferous on the Marxist
left in favour of a Sovier withdrwal from
Afghanistan at the ime of the infervention,
have today abandoned any pretence at
delending 2 marxist position on the workers”
slales and explicitly defend the position of
Schachiman against those of Trotsky. The
bine of Secialist Or ganiser on Alghanistan is
part of their consiztent capitulation to
imperialist pressure as expressed in their
positions on the Malvinas, Palestine, Ireland
elc.

Whilst the intemational politics of
Socialist Qutiook can in no way be compared
to the social chauvinist cretiniam of Soctalist
Organiser, Afghanistan stands out as the
exception that proves the rule. A failure 1o
comect this WIONE ani'tinn may result in
tolay's txc{:]‘rﬁm hecoming tom omrow s rule.
Patrick Scott
London
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