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Afghanistan

Defeat for Stalinism:
victory for reaction

DESPITE the media hype, it was very different from the US  was supported only by the most craven apologists for Muscow.
retreat from Vietnam in 1975, There were no scenes of wild  But some socialists who had opposed the invasion still had
panic: no desperate soldiers escaping by clinging on to the  serious doubts over the effects of a Soviet withdrawal - and
skids of helicopters. The evacuation of the last Soviet batal-  were for various reasons profoundly reluctant to take up the
lions from Afghanistan was a confession of a political rather  demand For troops out.

than military defeat, the fruits of Gorbachev's rethink of It is mow clear that the causes of internationalism, marxism
domestic and foreign policy rather than a rout on the bat-  and communism were s¢f back massively by the Afghan inter-
tlefield. vention, which included use of landmines, napalm, closter

The Soviet troops had never been sent as a full-scale army  bombs and the most modern weapons, leaving up to a million
of pccupation to annex or “assimilate’” Afghanistan to the dead and millions of refugees. It is partly becaose of this that
USSR, The relatively the Soviet forces not only
small number of troops failed to smash the
{only 120,000 to police mujahedin, but actually
650,000 square expanded the puerrillas’
kilometers, compared to base of support by
500,000 US troops to oc- alienating still wider sec-
copy 170,000 square tions of the Afghan
kilometers of South Viet- population. The invasion
nam) showed that the provided easy prist to the
operativn was only ever 7 propaganda mill of the
seen as a limited move to 3 new Reagan adminisira-
support the Kuhul% tion and pave a boost to
regime, : every anti-communist

Nevertheless thE:rS and cold-warrior in Asia,
withdrawal represents a 2 the USA and around the
clear victory fur the for- world.
ces of reaction - the bru- Sacialist  Outlook
tal mujahedin goerrillas, i : favours the withdrawal
some of them foelled by Fundamentalist fervour, bul many uF Soviet troops from Afghanistan, because (he alternatives
maore by the grasping avarice of iraditional bosses, landlords, wounld have been worse: but we do not regard (he withdrawal
mullahs and tribal rulers, and by billions of dollars in overt  as any kind of Vlctﬂr_'g- fur the working class. On the contrary,
and covert aid and arms from the USA, Iran, Saudi Arabis, a muojahedin rvgune- would almuest certainly embark upon a
Pakistan and the cynical Chinese bureaucracy in Beijing. pogrom of progressives, riding to power on a programme of

This right wing victory has been grimly predictable for  religious obscurantism, vpposition to literacy campaigns, in-
years. The seeds of the debacle were sown by the Kremlin  stitutionalised oppression of women, and entrenched puwer to
bureaucracy itself when, under Brezhnev, it set out to solveby  the old ]]t'l][l{'l‘tl'l:d classes,
brute force the complex political problem of preserving a sym- It is the grim prospect of their bloody revenge that is hold-
pathetic regime in Kabul whose repressive and bureaucratic  ing firm the core troops and police cadres around the
methods had made even its formally progressive policies of  beleagured Najibullah regime, who realise they have nothing
literacy campaigns, land reform and women's rights increas-  left to lose in waging a last stand in the towns. Conversely, the
ingly unpopular. likelihood of a mujabedin takeover appears more the result of

The tronps were sent by Moscow bureancrats to preserve  the isolation and collapse of the Kabul regime than any
Kabul bureaucrats. The December 1979 intervention was it-  measure of the strength of the divided and dubiously effective
self an infringement of the Afghan peoples’ right to self-deter-  mujahedin, whose efforts would be insignificant if not for mas-
mination and a setback for the working class internationally.  sive external aid.

Neither the bureaocracy’s aims nor their means were those For socialists there is nothing to celebrate in these events,
of the working class. The ‘Red Army' would have been quite  The outcome, like the nine-vear war that preceded it, is a
as vicious in crushing any left wing, independent revolution-  defeat For the Stalinist bureaucracy which launched the in-
ary movement by Afghan workers or peasants as it wasin ils  vasion: hut the consequences will be suffered for years to come
efforts to crush the mujahedin. There was not a shred of politi- by the Afghan masses, subjected to mujabedin rule.
cal principle involved: afier it became clear that the bomb and The bhitter lesson is that only the sell-organisation of the op-
the bullet were failing, Muscow master-minded a pumber of  pressed, and not the imposition of ‘progressive’ measures by
equally disastrous efforts by the various leaders in Kabul to  brute force from above can pave the way for socialism, This
appease the mujabedin - nol through any appeal to their  holds good not only for Afghanistan but also for anywhere im-
peasant base, but through deals with the most reactionary is-  patient or bureaucratic forces seek to force the pace of change
lamic elements and landlords. without reference to the masses.

The original invasion split even the Stalinist movement and

Wh/ Inaight
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Rushdie
caughtin
tide of
censorship

NO BOOK in recent times has
caosed such literary and polip-
cal uproar as Salman Rushdie's
Satanic Verses,

It has been banned in most of the
islamic world as well &5 "secolar
India and South Afnce In France
and Ttaly, publishers have
‘delayed’ its appearance; butin the
countries where it is available,
despite {or because of) the cam-
paign for it to be banned or
boycotted, its sales are soaring.

Now the Buropean Community
has withdrawn its diplomats from
Iran because of the call from
spiritnal leader Ayatallah
Khomeini and other lranian
leaders for muslims to slay Salman
Rushiie.

For the last couple of months,
almost every weekend inone town
or another in Britain there have
been organised demonstrations
againgt the supposedly
‘hlasphemous’ Satanic Verses, In
Bolton end Bradford the book was
publicly bumed, “to ativact public
attention’, according to one of the
organirers. This served to homify
millions of people in Botain and
non-islammc countries, mecalling
the book-buming of MNax Ger-
Y.

On  February 12 five
demonsirators wers shol dead by
police in Pakistan's capital, Is-
lamabad, when @ huge demonstra-
tum led by mullahs tned (o altack
the Amencan Centre in protest
againyl the planned publication of
Satamic Verses in the LSA. MNm
one of the demonstrators had seen,
never mind read. the book: indesd
ordinary nyoslines are not allowed
o read any book that hos been
declared blasphemous — only
religious scholars have this
privilege,

However, the islomic world is
dividesd on its nesponse. Hashem El
Esxawy, chair of the lslamic
Sociely for the Promotion of
Religious Tolerance, (the or-
ganisation which stured und has
led the compaipn agunst Satami
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Verses in Britmn) insists
thal he is not in favour of
buming or banning the
book, and considers such
actions as un-islamic, He is
also reported to be totally
against the death sentence

being passed against Mr  London demonsirators — helping H‘m cansars of the ultra-right.

Rushdie.
Scholars from the Al Azhar

-miosque in Egypl, viewed as the

world's leading centre of islamic
teaching for the majonty Sunni
muslima, have disputed
Khomeini's ight to order a death

‘sentence, saying the edict con-

travenes islamic law.

The reason for the whole furore
is that muslims believe the book (0
be an insult to their very religion.
Ruoghdie"snovel is named alter (wo
verses which the prophet
Mohammed removed from the
Koran after the capture of Mecca
by his followers, bebeving that the
verses had been inspired by Satan
masquerading as lhe Angel
Gahrniel,

The implication is that
Mohammed may have done thiz 1o
deceive the people ol Mecca,
Worse, it implies thul Mohammed,
nod God may not be the author of
the Komn. For the followers of
other religions and non believers
all this may not make much sense:
bt for Muslime it i9 sn intolerable
insult, becavse Cor them the Ko,
dyllable for syllable, ward for
word, 15 the word of God

Tz loudest ohjection against
Rushdie’s novel is 1o pages 363 4,
which describes the prophet’s
revelalions: as ‘sprogting rules
about every damn thing from how
deeply a believer should sleep 16
which sexual positionz hnd
received divine sanction, 3o tha
they leamed that sodomy and the
missionary posilion were ap
proved, whereas the forbidden
postures incloded all those in
which the women was on top.

I another sequence, prostimtes
in a brothe] are given the panies of
thie prophet’s nine wives. Thepe is
in all a 12-point st of extracts

THE Ui
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Withdraw! Wisset

frotn the novel which the mullahs
find objectivnahle.

But thers is no doubt that the
campaign agamst the book is to
some extent politically inspired. In
India the electiops are due within
one year, and Rajiv Gandhi knows
the importance of 1K million mus-
lim votes. In Pakistan, the
demonairations which brought
deaths and hundreds of injuries
were led by opponents of the new
regime of Benazir Bhutto, *Waa it
A genuine protesi?” she asked, ‘or
wag it mther o protest by those
pEopls who lost the election, or
those people [who benefited from
martial faw]. to try lo destshilise
the process of democracy? The
dymg order always likes 10 give a
few kicks belom il goes to rest'.

A political motive is also a fac
tor in the Iranion stance, nod only
im Khomeini's bid 1o lake the
leademhip of the world s 1 billion
muslims, bub also o the need for
his regime o find o new eatemal
enemy on-which o focus domestc
discontent in the aftennath of the
disastrms war with Iiay.

Atthe =ame tinie there shouldbe
nu dmubt that muslim feelings are
genwnely hurt. Islan has not un-
dergome any reflomation or ex-
pericnced  any  ‘Ape  of
Enlightemrment”. Doibts sbout tee
ongin and teachings-of the Komn
are forhidden. The prophet
Mohammed, however disguived
with fictional names (s in Satanic
verses), s family, and his ongenal
companinons are seen as beyond
reproach.

The problem 15 not restricled 1o
Rushuie's bpok. The waks of one
ol Egypl’'s greatest, Mubel 'rive-
winning novehists, Neguih Makh-
four, ore hanned [h his own
country; and Egypl 15 relatively
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liberal. lordanian writer Fadia =
Fagir, aleo hanned in Bpypt, com-
plained recently in the Times
Literary Supplement against the
‘rising tide of censorship and in-
timidation in alsmost all of the is-
lamic world’. On the oiher side, a
Saudi Aradian group has declared
a jthad (holy war) againet
‘modemism” itself,

Some modernte muslims who
have no time [or mullashs or fun-
damentalists still fezl that
Ropshdie's novel has produced the
appugile. of the effect the outhor
desired, and has served instead 1o
strengthen the hand of the fun-
damentalists among ordinary mus
lims,

The whole affwr hastriggered a
wider debate: who defines what is
islarnic and whet is un-islomic?

The wrma can quickly change.
Not lang ago, when Pakistan dic-
tator Zia ul Hay carried om bar
haric punishments against
hundreds of his countrymen and
women - fof no greater erime than
vonoing palitical opminns or
prolcsting agamnst fa'm now [s
lamic Code — Lhe mullahs ap-
plaudad him or kept quier. Where
were the. protests of the likes of
Hashem El Essowy ngainst Zin's
barbariam or sgaing the beatings
dnd lorture carried oul by lup-
darnentalist Jumpit-e-Islam  Touts
against their opponents?

Only afrer some artizts and
writers fad the courage to make a
film exposing the treaimment of
women in Aa’s lslumie Republic
were there beluted screams by
‘saphisticaled, enlighresed
mrusfines” i this country claiming
that the (now salely dead) Zia had
tonly exploited the nane of islam .
By then the climute had changed,
and any associnlion with Fia's
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dreadio] regpime had become:a
lishility. Yesterday's islam be-
came “un-islamic’ overnight!

Under Zia"s Islamic Code itwas
declared that the evidence of twe
WETEnN, £ven 1n @ Tape cass, would
be 2qual to that of one man. The
religions leaders whe formulated
this code were quite indifferent to
the insult and misery it muost have
canzed millions of muslim woinen
throughnut the wiorld.

Muslim leaders, including the
Izlamic Society for ‘Religious
Tolerance’, who now shed tears
for the hurt causcd by Rushdic’s
book wonld do well to dwell on the
feelings of the Bahais in Irn and
the Ahmadis In Pakistan, who are
constant targets of abuse and
vilification from the mollshs,

The Ahmadiz worship the same
God an other muslims, regard the
Koran as their holy book, say
prayers like other muslims — bt
were, under pressure from
religious leaders, declared non-
misslim by the regime of Zolfigar
Ali Bhutto,

Advocates of ‘religiouns
lolerance” might be loken mome
sefously if they campaigned for
better trentment of these victims of
the mullzhs, and for equal nght=
forwomen, and showed some con-
cem for the phight of non-muskims
(like Pakistani Sindhiz, who were
forced by fear and intimidation to
feave Pakistan, ond long to retum
homi),

Unfortunately the anti-Ruoshdie
mushims have now been joined in
Batain by the *Lam against censor-
ship, but__, " hrigade, and the labhy
for extension of the blasphemy
laws. This danperods and ill-ad-
vised proup of people are nmwit-
tmgly playing into the hands of the
mactionary elements, many of
whom would happily step up such
censorship but equally happily
drive oot Brtain's muslims -
alomg with any other blick people,
anil any representatives of “alien
culture’.

An equally dangemus response
comes from Labour MP Max Mad-
den, who has joined Hashem El
Essawy and others in demanding
that ashort statement from muslim
vritice of the Satonic Verses, ex-
plaiming o those who chooss (o
by or bormow the book why some
muslims find it offensive, be "in-
serted in the book or displayed in
bookshops or librarics'; this they
term “a modest fght to reply”.

Why do they stop sl Safamie
Verser!? What about Darean's The
Crrgin of the Species (s8] hanned
[roem achools in parts of the LIS A)?
What shoot the Commumis

Manifesto, or the holy bouks of all
the main religions — each of which
contiing passages which followers
of ntherreligions find offensive T If
this ludicroos suggestion wers
teken to its conclusion, almost

every book wiuld include at least |

otie "short statement” and book-
shops would need to emcol new
wills to carmy objectiona i hooks
on sale!

Socialists must defend Salman
Bushdie: but by no means all his
wotld-be delenders are socialists
or progressive. Hobed Maxwedl,
for example, in a signed editordal
in the Swnday Mirror (Febmuary
19) urged the Brtich govemment,
ameong ather things, (o tell the
Iranians that *all Iraniong, except
proven enemies of Ayatollah
Ehomeinl, will be sent home.”

With ‘friends® like Rober Max-
well, Salman doesn't need
ENCIMICR,

Ahmad Shuja

Kate Brimaoombe /Hepod

Muslim demonstrators fighting for democracy: London

demonsiration against Bangladesh dictator Ershad during
his February visit to Britain. The banner iranslated inio
English reads 'Who [s 2 blpodsucker? — Ershad’.

READING PRESS reports of
the Sinn Fein Arnd-Fheis (an-
nual conferened) which was
held in Dublin at the end of
January. would have lead you
io believe that delegates were
assembled for the sole purpose
of hearing Gerry Adams tear
strips off the Provisional TR A,
In foct it was a much more
munidane and buriness-like af-

The main debate was around a
resolution in the political policy
section, witich was put by the And
Chombairie (the executive com-
mitlec). The resnlution called on
Sinn Peinio "sdoptin principle the
oeed for on Wl-Frelond anti-im-
peaalist mass movement” and o
*.oactept that such & movement
should be made up of the broadest
range of political snd social {or-
L3

Speaker after speaker sup-
ported the resolution and
reiterated the need for Sinn Feinto
continge to develop:ils political
programme snd Lo work in wnited
frontswith other forces. The only
nole of diskegt came from one or
tworspeakers who expressed fears
that this policy may lead the
republican mavement inlo
popular front alliances with forces
to their dght sach’ as Fianna Fail.

Cn the question of the tmgic
events of the past ysar or'so and
the decision of the leadership of
the IRA to disband and dissm one

Low key Ard-Fheis

of ita active service units, the mes-
sage from the Ard-Fheis was
clear: Both Adnoms and Mec-
Guinness reiterated the suppornt of
Sinn Fein for the military struggle
and for the volunteers who curry
out that strugple, .

They wpoke with regretof ihe
deaths and casualfies among non-
combatants and congmtuiated the
IRA Tor teking responsibility for
such tmgedies and for taking sicps
o Lry Loy prevent them happening
sgnin: They streased that thess
measnres wire not taken in order
tn protect Sinn Fein's electoral
suppor bul on the basie mormal
prounds thid lbllng civilians is
WTTHE,

McGuoinness made the point
that the republican movement was
there to fight oppression not 10 be-
come the now oppressors, Me-
Guinmess also made the point that,
to this day, oeither the Bntish
army nor the British government
have ever accepted responsibility
for the deaths of fourfecn civilians
grmped down by the amy in
Derry on Bloody Sunday, 1972,

The other key issoe of the And-
Fheis was on the guestion of the
declaralion against violence
whicl is now demanded from
aayone standing in focal elections.
Placing all the responsibility for
violence on the British govern-
ment, delegates pdopted & molion
directing the And Chombairle *not
to allow any British-inspired outh
or pledge toprevent Sinn Pein rep-
resenting itz eleciorile in local
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councils’,

Other motions debated af the
Ard-Fheit included = motica op-
posing  the privatization
programme of the British povern-
meent, which was motivated with
an explicit referepce to Harland &
Wolfe. Delegates voled over-
whelmingly in faveur of the mo-
tion desplie the fact, painted out
by some speakers, that the Belfast
shipyard iz-a bastion of loyalism
snd that the jobs and gkillsleld by
Protestant workers there are bield
at the expense of Catholic
workers, In rthe words of the
pmoposer, delogater apresd to
*defend their right= as workers not
their privileges as loyaliste®,

Al in all the conference wasa
non-contentions and low-key al-
{nir. Thin Ard Fheis and the pre-
vious one have simply been n.oon-
solidation and development of the
hisoric decision in 1986 (o dp
the palicy of abstentioninm from
the Pl

In 1986 Sinn Fen agreed the
need 1o develop-a political
programmic (o addrers-the geods
of the working ¢lass on both sides
of the border, In 1989 they are
some way along the road of
developing thil programme. Just
asimporiant, they have sgreed, ot
least in principle, thal the way to
carry out that programme requires
involvement in & united-front and
hrord-based anti-imperialisn
T OVEIE,

Jean Reiily
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WITH OPINION POLLS al-
ready showing 70 percent op-
posed to the government’s
White Paper on the National
Health Service, the first steps
in boilding a massive
fightback have now been
taken,

Health Secretary Kenneth
Clarke will be mefully con-
templating the failure of his lavish
£| million campaign to ‘sell’ the
White Paper proposals to the
public and to health workers. In
many hospitals, staff have been
taken compulsonly off their jobs,
forced to watch a 20 minute party
political video promoting the new
scheme, and handed a glossy sum-
mary of the full document; the
result inmany cases has béen toin-
creass their anger and opposilion,

Yetitisnot only health workers
who have emerged ay predictably
suspicious and hostile to the
prospect of their hospitals “opting
out’ of health authonity control —
and simultaneously shedding any
commilment Lo maintain Urade
union rights, stuffing levels, or the
basic guarantesd pay rcales, pen-
sien and other benefits and work-
ing condilions presently
|ntgnl1'at.l:t| throngh Whitley Coun-
|cils. Even some consultants are
beginning to hit back at aitempis
to rope them onto the Tory

ON APRIL FOOL'S DAY this
yvear all Polytechmics and Col-
leges of Higher Education, 90
institutions in all, become
public limited companies!
Leading up to April, manage-
meni are atflempting to impose
new private-sector style con-
tracts to fit the new status.

The core of the new contract
remover the lecturer’s right o or-
ganise her time outside of teach-
ing. All elements of the job, re-
search and consultancy,
curriculum development, ad-
ministration etc, will have to be
agreed betwesn the lecturer and
her ‘manager’. The new contract
will chanpe the existing 38 weeks
(¥ teachung and 2 administrabion )
to 44 or 46 wecks and the current
A0 hoors attendance (o "at least” 37
hours,

Fage 4

70 percent say

bandwagon for “self-governing'
hospitals.

In London’s Guy's Hospital,
Professor Inn McColl, who has
very much sel the pace as the lead-
ing advocale of the Tory plans,
and publicly boasted that Guy’s
wotld be the first hospital 1o *opt
out’, has come under fire from his
own medical staff, Professor of
prychiatry Jim Watson hit hack al
McColl telling the Health Service
Journal that:

‘It is a matter of substantial em-
barrassment fo us that the profes-
sor of srgery...is talking shoul
Guy's opting ont as though it was
a fait aocompli,

‘He dees not speak for Lhe
majority of medical stafl here'.

There are similar problems
facing the Torics from family doc-
tors: the bigger GP practices and
health centres (with over 11,000
patienits) are being nrged to be
come independent ‘budget-
holders’, accepting rigid cash-
limits, averaping only £60 per
head per year. But a preliminary
poll of 30 percent of the country™s
GPs found a massive eighty per-
cent opposed Lo the While Paper
proposals,

Indeed one of the few vnices
raised in any support of the Tory
White Paper has been that of Mar-
xigm Today, which commussioned
bealth academic Chns Ham from

Hands Off Our Hospitals!

the King's Fund to write a rypical-
ly mealy-mouthed apology for
Clarke:

‘...the programme gecks in
preserve the basic pranciples on
which the NHS was [ounded and
to tackle jts weaknesses through a
reries of incremental and imagina-
tive reforms. ..

"To those on the Left [1], a dis-
criminating response is ap-
propriate. Cutright rejection of the
White Paper would be both wiong
and a missed opportunity...’
(March 1980)

While the Eurccommunists in
their urmchairs debate how to give
critica] support to the White Paper,
health workers dnd others are
heginning to organise the
fightback. 5o far the London
teaching hospitals have been the
focus of most of the eary activity,
An active trade union based cam-
paign is already leafletting Guy's
and staging Tobbies; in nearby St
Thomas's, onions have called a
mass meeting and are strongly
campaigning -against the Tory
plans; and onions are also mobilis-
ing-in Kings Collepge, St Mary's,
University College and Middlesex
Hospitals, while at Charing Cross
Hospital a meeting addressed by
Tony Benn hassetup a ' Hands Off
Charing Cross Hospital” cam-
paign.

A successful 1 50-strong meel-

_Polytechnic plc

For those who balk at this new
‘fractional’ appointments: are
being introduced — term fime
teaching only — on B5% of =alary
and presumably no incroments!

It has escaped no-one that this
new ‘year' could encompuss a
“fourth’ term, This could be used
for short courses, to ‘gencrate
revenue” for the instimtions, In a
situation of government cut backs
in higher education, polys and
other establishments are increas-
ingly being expected to fund them-
selves. But we could alyo see the
development of ‘short’ degrees,
eight lerms over bwn years.

Management strategy varies
from place to place. At Bimin-
gham Polytechnic they have ap-
pointed 2 new Head of Nursing on
the new contract and the NATFHE
{Mulional Azsocialion of Teachers
in Further and Higher Edooation )

branch is halloting its members for
actiom. At Leeds Polyvtechnic the
new goverming body voted only 6
to 4 in favour of implementing the
few lemms and conditions. The
MNATFHE branch there hag a pood
chance of halting the process, Al
North East London Polyrechnic a
half-hearted atiempt by manage-
ment to do likewise has been seen
off by the union. At Kingston
Polytechnic, where Bob Smith,
author of the original paper
adopted by the Employers’ Forum,
i5 Director, management ame ikely
to avoid a head on confrontation
and introdoce the new contracts by
stealth and divide and rule tactics,
Al Portsmouth the manapenent
have put the whole thing off fur a
year in the face of a4 hostile union
TCRPNSE,

The vast majority of lecturers
are completely opposed 1n the

ing on Febmary 15 to launch a
campaign London-wide decided
to mn under the linked slopans of
Hands Off Our Hoaspitals and
Hands (Hf Cur Health Service.

The mecting spreed that under
the common ‘Hands O umbrel-
Ta, local district-based campaigns
are needed Lo “target’ the specific
NHE lacilitics most under threat,
and build the activity at gruss roots
level.

Early indications are that the
Hands Off Qur Hospitals cam-
puign will find a srong echo of
support throughout the workers*
mevement. Unformunately the pre-
dictable abeence from its lawnch of
all but the smallest handlul of the
London Labour Marty hard left
sugpesis that once again ey will
miss the boat, and fail to take up =
highly popular izsue.

Fighting in defence of the NHS
is not only a way for the left to r=-
late to the broad loyers of women
and hlack workers in the NHS
unions, but a real chance to par
Licipale in & campaign thal could
yel give Thatcher a blondy nose,
I1's not too Late 1o join m!

Harrv Sloan

Hands Off Our Hospltals can
be contacted ¢/o London|
Health Emargency, 335, Erayaf
Inn Rd, London WCL 01-832 |

3020, |

proposalawhich are widely scenas
an attwk both on conditions and
on academic freedom, But st the
local level militancy and the
preparedness to sinke varcs a
great deal. There is no doubt that a
national campaign of opposition
could be built with the right leader
ship. Whether NATFHE is
capahle of doing this 15 another
malier.

NATFHE lcaders are more
likely to rezpond by mmpporing
local strugples as they develop,
These should obvicpsiy be built
and spread to the region and
bevond, and links boilt with other
teachers” unions. in secondary,
further education and wniversity
sectors. I the govemnment get
away with thess plans they wdll
cetainly po fur the universities
nexk,

Jane Kefly
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Berufsverbot
comes to Britain

THE TORIES have introxduced
another major new local
governmen! bill into parlia-
ment. It is an omnibus bill
designed to clear up ‘loose
ends' where the Tories'
squeeze on local government
has not yel been entirely soc-
cessful,

The hill propases  the
‘ringlencing’ of the housing
revenue accounts of local
authonties. Councils will not be
ghle o subsidise local council rents
from their rates or poll fax income,
ot vice versa, This will have
profound effects for temants in
many Labour authortics, which
have 1 some cases used fens of
milhons of pounds of mte income
tokeep rents low in the inner cities.

If this subsidy was to be
removed ovemight it would mean
reats for council tenants in such
authoritics would literally double.
The Tories have promised a tem-
porary new subsidy =0 mach in-
creages can be phiszed in over afew
years, still council tenants will be
clnbhered, Strangely encugh
though, itmeans that local conneils
will suddenly have tens of millions
of pounds sloshing round in dieir
revenue avcounts, which might
mean fewer citts or lower poll tax
levels than would otherwise have
heen et

There"s a nasty sting in the tal
for those. mainly Tory, local
authorties: which subsidise rates
from their reat eeme. This oo
will be made legal, Any mbsidy
will now hiave to go towards coun-
cil housing benefit costs. This sets
awery dangerous precedent, Loeal
government has 1o date only ad
niinistered the housing benefit sy=-
temn. This meamre will mean some
authiosties will be financially sub
sidssing it

The zecond main component nf
the bill concems the politice! ac-
tivity of local government
workers, After many media scare
stores about alleped abuzes (*Jobs
for the buya/pivls’) where council-
lors in one suthorily were
employed in another, this hall wall
put an end 1o this so-called “twin-
imckang’.
cauncils

It 5 irernie thut Labour
which iatrodecsd
progressive egunl opportonty
employment policies to stop. the
'Ol boy” network of appoint-

myerits have been accused of such

abuses,

This section of
the bill represents
e major attack on
democratic rights.
Not only will it
stop councillors
heing employed
hy anolher
suthorty, it also
establishes a new
category of ‘polin- o
cally restricted
posts’ in local E
govemment, Ex-
cluding teachers
{although there are
now rumours thal
secoandary heads
will be included) i
ENCOMPARSSEs (C03
of thousands of
employees who
are on a salary
equivalent of £13 500 per year,

The extent of the political
reslnctions o be mposed wonot
clear, Itis left to the discretion of
the mecrelary of sinle. There have
heen heavy hints that these resimc-
tions copld include holding any of-
fice 0 a political party or even can-
vasming!

The Tones are cstablishing a
new monitonng officer post in

ENT
M TH.iT*‘HE%

Wil neme

each authanty whose job will be to
ensure this provision i3 not
hreached hy the council’s
employees. This measure is
reminiseent of the West German
‘Bemfsverbot” wlich bans tens of
thonsands of state employees from
politics,

Tlie' pesponse ol the Labour
leaderstip and their new mealis al-
Hes bir local govermment will be

Housing has been the mosi heavily atiacked of all local government
sgrvices. Here Gloucaster council tenants protest against Council
plans to sell off 6.000 homes as the new Housing Act begins to bite.

more of the same: pious words of
opposition combined with mthless
implementation of the Tores'
dirty work. For the hard left in
local government il means greater
voncentration on developing trade
wnion resistance, including op-
pusition [rom any base in the coun-
cil chamber itzelf.

Dravy Jones

Pig-sick in Scotland

WITH AN APPROPRIATE
sense of timing, the new politi-
cdl group — the Scottish
Socialist Party, first met on
November 5 o have informal
discossions about the situation
developing in Scottish politics.
They have called o founding
rally for Febuary 25 in {las-
gow Ciry Hall:

Though some leading S5P
members lave recently l=fi the
Lahoor Parry, the spark which ig-
nited the pent-op fustration be-
hind' the fomation of the SSP
cumie [ the bonfie which Sil-
lars 1t mt the Govan By—<cleclion.

Splits are, more olien than nol,
measy affaire based on sccumo-
Fated Frostration sl the politics of
the leadership, mther than a
serious move o choallenge the
le ip.

It wonld not be wholly sccursie
thetigh o defcribe the S5P as a
split From Labour. Certainty, the
intéerim co-ordinators of the S5P —
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Murgarel Stewurt and J D Young
— had previously been in the
Labar Pasty, bul peither they nor
anyone else had conducted a cani-
paign within the Labour Parly as
an SSP caucns to win over fomes
1o their position

Oin the contrary, il wasacase ol
individuale resigning ns in-
dividoals withoul any cohernl
political progmmme on which to
base their “split" other than sup-
poring the idetl of an independent
socialist Scotland. Parties which
first declure themselves in this
manner and only afterwards sel
about the task of articulating a
coheren! prigramme, do not tend
o lad jong.

Wil Kinneck's diabollcal per-
lommance, tere is no dhomage of
Labour Party members who ae
pig-siclk. Ir s howewver, mother
matlerentirely lo mould thise who
may leive in fruktmtion Lo join the
55P, mie s umbed and credible or-
ganisation. The history of the
Labiur Party in Scotlandislitere:d

with_the corpsed of hreakaway
groups, most of them farmore sig-
nificant - at leant numernically -
their launch than the S5P.

This swing betweeil the SNP
and Labour jndicules a conscious
mass opposition to Thatcher inj
Scaotland. It also indicates —
oininously fof the SSP— that the
muin simugple 15 unfolding within
and belween those two parties,
leaving precions little groond for
iy new group to exist on, even
one witich mm;:!rstunidmﬂsrlhi
central contmdiction in Scottish
politics,

It is poszible forthe S5P 1o exist
on the mnrgins for s cersin length
aof rime. but only as a propaganda
group —and then only if they key
into the main debntes, spch :an
those identified with Scottish|
Lahour Action, that are be
to take place inmids the ﬂ!ﬂ"
Party.

Jim Nitlock
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‘In the
interests of
national
security...’

THE SECURITY SERVICES
Bill (S5B) and Official Secrets
Bill (OSB), currently going
through parliament, represent
further entrenchments of the
powers of the state and
erosions of civil liberties.

The [ailure of the ‘hroad anti-
Thatcher alliance’ to creale any
kind of political cosis out of the
passmg of the bills holds many les-
sons in irtseff, Widespread
criticism of 52(1) of the old
Secretr Act, the government's
defeaty over Spycalcher, Ponting
and olther controversies led this al
liznce to-develop illusions that the
new bills may lead to a liberalisa-
tion, albeit against the tide, on the
question of siale security.

In facl the govemment never
had any intention of addressing
this eriticism. The sole fonction of
the new acts will be to make more
efficient the implementstion of
policy dangerously riddled by
debacles in mecenl years, Hence
two of the maim demands raized by
this lobby in the Spycatcher and
Ponting affairs — the need for
*public interest’ and "prior publi-
cation’ defences ngainst prosecu-
tion for disclosing information —

have been onuiited
from the O5E.

A jury was able
to let off Clive =
Ponting <ven
though he was S
technically gmilry, §
because of the
complete arbitran- E -
ness and lack of
credibility of the
old Secrels Act.
Moo there will be
an indefinite and
blanket ban on the
disclosure of an
inform&tion in
specific areas: delence, MIS, inter-
national relabions and national
securnly. Under these terms it 15
Likely that Ponting would not have
got off: Spyeatcler would have
remained banned: and Joho
Stalker would now be mnside with
the Guildiond 4.

The QSR8 real scupe i only
clear when taken with the 55R
{metting out the ambit of M 13} and
r definition of the type of informa-
tion and activity subject in non-
dizclosure. This iz to include
protecting the state from acthons
‘intended to overthmow or under-
mine parliamentary democracy by

political, industrial or violent
means’. Implementation will en-
sure no further beans are spilled on
Peter Wright and M13's infamous
‘hugging and burgling across
London”. Tt dlso conld be nsed to
ensure stlence on actions {includ-
ing illegal ones) laken against el
wing, black, trade union or Irish
organisations.

As with the media han on
republican sympathisers — the aim
15 nol simply o keep "Bntsin’s
encmies al bay. The bill s effect
will be inbimidalory: smothenng
broad public debate, particulady
in e media wnd by public figures.

The weakness of

International Viewpoini,

Subscription rates:

Advert

nternational
EWPOINT

A fortnightly review of news and analysis
published under the auspices of the United
Secretarist of the Fourth International

Subscribe now!

Payment: French Francs preferred. Cheques to PEC, CCP No 2322 42T Parls,
Bank transfers to PEC, BNP Robespierre, Account 23017%90. Important: All
bank or postal transfers must also be notified by letter.
Subscription and correspondence Lo:

2 rue Richard Lenoir, 93108 Montreuil, France

Surface Mail: 1 year 200F F{£18; 6 months 120FF/£9.50
Air Mail: I year 245FF/£21; 6 months 135FF/£13

Labour's opposition s
that 1 has zlways
defended the concept of
‘nalional inferest’ and
‘national securty’ that
the bills are based on
Before 1889 there wasno
legislation againgt spying
or information leaking
Its appearance and wsage
coincided exactly with
the zenith and decline of
British imperalisi
hegemony and (iromcal-
ly) the developing need
to protect iteelf againstits
impenialist dvals - not
those opposed to bour-
geoiy demooracy. Thus
the 1911 Act now being
replaced was passed in
responge 1o apprehension

Page &
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The new laws will make ralds on Journalists and publications
easier and more infermation illegal to obtain or publish.

regarding Gremman activities in the
ruan up to the 1914-18 war.

Thus in defending this natonal
interest Labour's hands were tied
in attempting to argue that the
denial of trade union rights atl
GCH) should net be over-ridden
on grounds of natiopal security,
Simitarly with the new OSH; how
van Labour convineingly argue for
a ‘public interest’ defence in
favour of disclosure thar will
somehow get amound 5 "patdonal
interest’ argument agains: it?
Eitherthe *publicinterest’ and “na-
tomal inferest” are the same o they
are rol. I there is such a gap be-
tween the ‘people’ and the ‘naton’
are not other policies based on na-
tiomal security, NATO member-
ship [or one, also Likely to be ques
tioned?

United action with all who op-
pose the exisling and proposed
restrictions én (meedom of infor-
mation and the lack of account-
ahility of state bodies, must be
sought. Unforunately this is un-
likely tn bite, without greater
clarity owver whal exactly such al-
Tvances are for and against.
Socialists, al least, must be clear
that such nights will never be of-
taisied w0 long &s they are Ged to
the interesis of the capitalist state.
We have much to contribute tothat
discussion.

FPiers Masiyn
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Poland
Round
table or
round and
round the
mulberry
bush?

AFTER MONTHS of hesita-
tion and prevarication, the
‘round-table’ talks between the
Polish regime and the leader-
ship of Solidamosc have got
underway.

Thoogh by no means united on
their ohpectives in these talks, the
leadership of the ruling Molish
United Workers Panty (PZFPR)
have cleardy decided that some
form of compromise i< the ooly vi-
ghle way oul of their long-standing
polidcal and economic ensis.

Solidarnosc, on the other hand,
are if anything less united on their
ohjectives than the PAPR. While
Solidamose leader, Lech Walesa
clearly helieves thal the only way
forwand fies in achieving some sor
of crmeensis between a legalised
independent trade union move-
ment and the gepime, many in the
renk and file remain wnder-
standably dubicus, as witnessed
by the recent miners' strike in Bel-
chatow,

The regime iz clearly now
prepared to legalize Solidamosc,
bat with a number of mpomant
provieas — the general aim of
which are clearly to restrict the
capacity af the union tolaunch any

Wa!esa in the f.le yday a.r I‘EEEI now he describes the 1581
martial law imposition as an 'unforfunate incident”.

kind of action in opposition to the
regime, The condition of any
dialogue was recognition of the
Polish Constimition and the ‘lead-
ing mole’ of the FFPR by the op-
posilion.

The current talks would scem to
be very much a confirmation that
the regime i purruing its strolegy,
outlined by General Kiszozac
snme months ago, of “incorporat-
ing oppesition leaders into official
institutions'. The ‘round-table’
muy represent the beginning of

such o process. Walesa's down

playing of the history of confmn-
tation between the state and the
union, refeming to the 98] im-
posttion of mertial Jaw a2 *unfos-
tunate mcidents”, 15 nol & promis-
g slarl.

Though i would be unwise (o
pre-judge the curment process of
pegotintions oo much bn advance,
the conduct of the Walesa leader-
ship over the last vear has been to
seek consensus — 1o the detriment
af ndependent workers' netion —
an we saw lnst summer. However,
by rio means all of the opposition
in Poland are in agreement wath
Walesa. Young workers, who
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played » leading role in last
summer's  action, have
demonstrated their misgivings
about dropping action in retum for
vague primmises on & number of oc-
CARIONA.

In addition, the independent
Polish Sooalist Party (PPS), a0 or
ganisation comprising a number of
differing strands of anti-staliniar,
rocialist opinion, formed in 1987,
hies besn stepping up s level of ac-
tivity and onganisation over recenl
months, taking par in demonstra-
tions and publishing various jour-
nals. They argue that *mass spck
ings, uncmployment and
increasing exploitation &re the
price paid for participation in
governiment by thal part of the op-
position which i prepared to sub-
scribe Lo the mode] of economic
refomm implied by support for the
“antl-crisis pact”.

If wsed comeetly, the curment
talks could play o s=s=lul role —to
pet Solidamose legalised and
widen the scope for independent
union activity. The problem is thet
Walesa and those that think like
him might concede the latter to
gam the former— which would be
a case of one step forward, two
steps back.

Patrick Baker

The PPS have recently
opened an
international office in
London and have sel
up a support
commitiee. They are
desperalely appealing
for funds and cheques
should be payable for
the time being to
‘Golborne Branch
Labour Party'. Send to
PPS(RD), 92 Ladbroke
Grove, W11,

New
premises
for
Socialist
Outlook
and a
new
appeal!

AFTER MONTHS of search-
ing, fundraising, problems
and more problems, Socialist
Cutlook has at last acquired
new office premises,

We have managed tn buy
three floors comprising seven of-
fices in & relf contained building
in London: This will allow us to
produce our magazine, support
and organise the many cam-
padgris wnd activities that we sre
invokved in, and offer space and
Facilities to some of the cuments
on the left with whotn we work.

We can now do these things
without the continual threar of
lesmes running out, and bave our
oMwn premises as a long-term in-
vesimenl, with our income going
into 8 morigage a5 opposced oA
landiord’s pocket.

But, us readers will know,
even affer the relative slowing
down ol the London propery
b, 1 is still e atremely eapen-
sive: we liave had to scrape
together every peany we could
lay our hands on to pay the tens
of thousands we needed for the
deposil and lawyers' bills: unfor-
tugately rich supporters of
Soctalist Qubloak are few and far
betwean!

We npeed financial suppor
from our readers to help os get
the building into a nsahle state:
refurbished, epaired, with all the
faciiitics nocessary (o make this
areally vseful resource for the far
left; and to help ws with our
morgage payments so that we
can contimuc L0 improve our
joumal and direct our resources
into arganising political activity.

Dig deep!

Speed your conlribulions Lo
Socialist OQutlpok FO Box
705, London SWI19 IHA
icheques made payable to
‘Socialist Outlook ™)

Page 7




Charter 88 Is silent on antl-democratic immigration and nationality laws.

Electoral reformism?

RICHARD JAMES explains his view of why socialists should crtically support the Charter 88 campaign for
democratic rights and electoral reform.

The organisers of Charter 88 expect |

their campaign to have 25,000 paid up
members by Easter — Fast work for a
movement launched in December.,

The Charter has already afteacted a beoid
runge of signatorics from across the political
spectrum including leading figures in the
Socialis Conference; slementsof Labour' s soft
feft and bard Aght and leading Social and
Liberul Democrats. They join & host of
academivs, writers, actors and others in the
puablic eye who have lenl therr suppon to the
Charter’s call for o new democmbic constite-
tional seitlement {see hox i

HBut the Churter has slzo provoked opposi
tion —frenn forces more politically diverse than
those Hurnessed in its suppert. [ts demands are
of course ppposed by Thatcher. Lahour's
deputy leader Roy Hattersley dubbed ir the
‘chanterof despair” in the Guardian. And its al
leged ‘popular front, coalitiondst basii® has
been attacked by Grabam Bash and Bryn Gaf-
liths in Labour Brigfing, newspaper of
Lihewr’s hanl lefi

ﬁiKﬂIII‘I

One thing is clear: this document and ihe
movement it has genemted have provoked a
series of unexpected and interesting fraclums
and allgnments among the non-Thatcherite for-
ces in British politics, I is in the labour move-
mient and within its lell wing where theze (il
ferenees are sharpest and the alignments seem

Ardirew Wiand  Repor|

i

Hattersley: right-wing opponent
of proportional represenialion.

Eirangest.

Championing proportional representatinn
(PR} Is perhups the Charter's most controver-
sial aspect, cerainly within the labour move-
ment. Eric Haimmond, leader of the ulim-right-
wingclectocians’ umon, and Natonal Union of
Minewaorkers leader Arthur Scarpill, though not
signatonies to the Charter, wre buth enthasiastic
proponents of PR. Tony Benn and Roy Hat-
tersley are dic-hard oppoments. What other
political issue sees such o line-up?

Aswith PR, so wath Chaster 88 a5 5 whaole:
the division between those in favour and those
agninst is noka simple lefr versus rght split

One redson for this is that while the hard left
has been united arwnd many guestions of
pelicy, there is by no means agreement on
strategy for sacialiel ransformation. The dif-
ferent strategic conceptions lead 1o different af
titudes to demuoctatic rightsin general and to PR
in particular

Far those whose stralegy is essentially par-
lamentarst and reformist (of however left o
vananl ] PR iz anathema: L i scen as reducing

The Charter 88 demands

"We call...for 8 new constifutional scttlemeant which would:
M Enshrine. by means of 5 bill of rights; such civil libertics as the nght to peaceful assembly, to frecdom of association, to freedom from disciming- |

tion, to freedom from detention without trial, to il by jury, to privacy and to freedom of expression,

(B Suhject executive powers and premogatives, by whomsoever exercised, to the rule of law,
B Eseablizh {recdom of information and open govemment.

(M Create a fair electoral system of proportional representation. Reform the upper house to establish a democtatic, non-heriditary second chamber.
{ M Place the executive under the power of a democratically renewed parliament and all agencies of the state under the mule of law:

[ Ensure the independence of a reflormed judiciary.

B Frovide legal refedies for all abuses of power by the state and the officials of centtal and Tocal govemment,

B Coarantes an equitable disgribution of power between Incal, reglonal and national government,
B Draw up a wnitten constimtion; anchored in the idea of uni versal citizenship, that incorpomtes these reforms.’
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the chances of electing a
majorily Labpur govemn-
menl. For marxists, on the
other hand, socialist strategy
15 not reducible to the elec-
tion of # majority Labowr
government. This 18 without
guestion & crucial task, bat it
isnot a task to which all other
considerations are subor-
dinate,

The Britsh electoral sys-
tem is ntterly and indefensib-
Iy undemocratic. The number
of meatp won by each party
bears very little relation Lo the
votes actually cast. For ten
years we have endured
Thatcher govemments with
iarge Commons majoritics
elected on the basis of a
minerity of the popular vole
{less than forty-three per cent
in 1987). E

Chater 885 demands ong
a bell in popular conscinus-
ness, wherm there is s longing
tor electoral reform, The anti-
Thotcher majorty of the elec-
torate has the entirely
democratic and rcasonahle
desire o see its votes trans-
lated into an anti-Thawcher
miajorty in the Houze of Commuons

L=ft wing opponents of PR justify rsking ten
mere years of Tory rule on the grounds thal the
present electoral system may possibly, at some
point, produce a Laboor majority in the Coni-
mons. This is, lo sy the least, a high sk option

and the left will find itself in danger of being
increasingly marginalised if it continges 1o por-
sue L

Consider how different the last ten years
would have been if there had been a system of
proportional representation in operation i
1979, Who covld argue that an unsizhle
minority govermment or coalition would have
had the political strength orcoherence to inflict
the damage done by Thatcherism with its for
midible Commons majority?

Compare the sitoation in Britain with that in
other west Burnpean coontnes with more
demncrabic electoral systems There 1s no doubi
that one of the reasons why the ansrenoy offen
sive has been most successful in Britain is thai
the political system here was ideally susted io i,

Another reason why Charter 88 has divided
the left is the broader political context in which
il was launched and the political project of some
of its most prominent supportcrs.

The Charier waspresented by its initial spon-
sors in the New Sratesmaa as being ‘above’
party politics. But leader writers and columnisty
in the Gugrdian and elsewhere have been keen
ter link the Charter with a¢all for electoral pacts
or coalitions between Labour and the centre par-
ties In an editendal on 12 December the Guar
dran ealled Tor & 'united front against still more
vears of Thatcher supremacy built oo elecioml
pacts”

Similarly, hard left oppenentx of Chater B8
and PR have argued that a coalitionist political

Andrew Wiard /H
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project i the aulomatic comllary of support for
thess demands.

Wrong, It is perfectly possible to nnite with
very disparate and broad political Tomes in e
campaign {or democratic nghis, mcluding elec-
toral reform, without having agreement on the
charinels throuph which they will be carizd out.

Fuor marxisis, a “uniled Front’ agamst
Thatchernism founded on electoral pacts is a
castle nlt on sand. The Laboar leadership’s
atesdy move to the night would speed up if the
need [or agreement with the cenlre parties was
added o s armoury of weapons o deploy

| ngainst the left, A Labourcentre cealition

would be bound to pursie policies of austerity
and make further attacks on the working clazs

Mo way should sociglisls have any 1llusions
that such a government would make dramatic
improvements in democratic reghts: or even that
it would refrein from furtherattacking them. For
a tuste of whol such a government might menn
in practice, look o the socialist govemment in
France, look at the antics of the socialisis in
Italy's coalition gevernment. Thes are handly
attrctive mole-models

The presaure towanls electom] pacts and
coalitions should be resisted by the Tefi, not as
a mutler of dogmn or ideological “purry”, bat
becanse it will not deliver the poods, We are nol
in the basiness of replacing Thatcherizm with
sub-Thatcherisny. But that should not drive
sociilists away from a campaign for dempomie
righte (hal crodises parly boundanes. It idees
migan, hewever, it whien critically supporting
such o campaimm we mike clear oor onders-
standing of 1ta limtations and our own mde-
pendent view of how in develop the strugele for
demucratic nghls

The limitations of the Charter were discossed

Will Chartar 88 supporters lake up the defence of trade union rights?

by Mike Marqusee in Labowr Briefing no. 73,
He explainsthat ‘on Ireland, racism, leshion and
gay rights, trade union rights, self-government
for Scotland and Wales, the Pl‘l]].c\c, i_umngm{mu
and asylom dghts the Charter is in effect silent’.
These are undonbtedly serions omissions
Nevertheless it would be wrong locondemn the
Charer mmply on the basis of what it does “pot’
zay, More appropriate would be an attitude of
crifical suppor, poinling oul its weaknesses
Annother argument deployed on the left
agamst the Charter 1s that wath s demands for
o hill nf nghis and & wnitten constimfion if sows
lusions” n parbamentary democrucy. Ths
lne of argumrent is altra-left. To rejfect o cam-
patgn for extending democratic nghts, on the
hasis that it sows dinsions in the pacliamentary
syslem, is equivalent o rejecting & struggle for
minee pay on the prounds that it sows illosions
in the wages system! We ars [or the tolal trans-
fommation of the political superdmcture in the
contéal of the transition (o a socialiat society —
bt we do not counterpose ourvision of socialist
democracy to the progress ve refomms which are
the subject of 3 campaign here and now.
More important than criticising the
shortcomings of Charter B8 15 providing a clear
counter- strategy on how to pursoe the campaign
for democratic nghis to that propounded by the
advocates of pacts and coslitions. [Lisessential
tor explain that 2 coalibon government will oot
deliver the goods. Bul we need to do more.
We hiave toexplain that the sirength, level of
organisation and degree of political inde
pendence of the wirking class 15 the bedrock of
all demncratic rightz, Basing oumelves on this
underatanding, we should aim o build a strong
sncialisl pole within the broader eampaign Tor
demuoctatic nights and electoral reform.
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F E A T u R E s
The retreat from Kabul:
Gorbachev cuts his losses

Why were Soviet troops sent into Afghanistan in the first place? Why was it correct to demand their withdrawal?
Why is the USA sponsoring Islamic ‘fundamentalist’ guerrillas while denouncing Khomeini's regime in lran?
What are the implications for other Soviet-backed regimes? What will happen next? JOHN LISTER discusses

some of the issues and offers some answers.

Leonid Brezhnev's decision in 1979 (o
send troops to prop up the weak pro-
Moscow regime in Kabul was a gamble
which brought serious setbacks to the
Soviet bureaucracy.

Hostility to the intepvention poisoned the
ground for Soviet diplomatic initialives inmuch
of the *Third World', especially the muslim
Elafes.

Though the treops were seeking to preserve
an existing pro-Moscow mgime in a country
that had besn for decades in the Soviel ‘sphers
of influence’, their intervention gave the US
warmongers a golden opportunity to step up
their cold war propagands, backed
by an economic boycoolt Reagan
quoted the *evil empire” as o pretex!
for his massive military build-up and
the new Thalcher governmen! was
also able to cash in on the interven
tion &% B FESETVE Weapon in its angn-
ments for mtng Cruse and Pershing
missiles in Enrope. a

In both Washington and London -
touching new concern was dis-
covered for the 'self-determination
ol the Afghan people’ — whohad pre-

vinusly been completely ignored, Courtesy of Uncle Sam: Mu}ahedfn arms sprer_- in Paknstan

and whose nationalities had been crudely
carved up by the arhitrary imposition of borders
by British imperialists,

Reagan, still smarting from the 115 humilis-
tion at the hands of Khomeini's fundamen-
taligm in Iran, lost no time in starting to fonnel
aid to the fundamentalist mujahedin, soon
making them the best-financed guerrillasin his-
tory. The effectivencss of their guerrilla warfare
is open to considerable doubt, and their impact
for many years was much ygreater on naive
western jonmalists than on the Soviet forces.

The intervention alsn brought the USSR the
huge domestic cost of what proved 1o be not a
limited and straightforward policing action but
a prolonged and unwinnable guerrilla war,
taxing the morale of Soviel tmops, breaking the
myth of their invincibility, and offering the
Moscow leaders no plausible easy escape.
While an escalation of Soviet involvement
could have struck heavier blows at the
mujahedin, in the absence of popular suppont
for the regime in Kabul, this could enly have
been at the expense of virtusl genocide. Es-
timates of Sovief losses are unreliahle: however
the ligure of 15,000 Soviet dead is not apparent-
ly contested — with many more injuries.

However there was never any indication that
the Soviet Lroops were sent in to ‘sovietise’, an-
nexe or “asmimilate’ Afghanistan to the USSR,
Arguments of Soviel ‘expansionism’, whether
mised by pro-Stalinist supporters or by op-
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ponents of the invazion, were always wide of
the mark. Brezhmey went in to support & client
megime in trouble, not as part of a global strategy
forexpansion to “warm water ports’, The lroops
made no effort to impose collectivisation or
other measures on the areas they controlled: on
the contrary, the Kamal regime installed by
Moscow made & continual series of overtures
and concessions to the islamic forces, culminat-
ing in the new constitution at the end of 1988,
Those like the British Socialist Workers
Party who argped then and now that Moscow's
line was “imperialist’, and who now argue thit
socialists should ‘welcome' the Soviet “defeat’

show how far they have strayed from a class
anslysis In u major anticle, Soctalis Worker
declared that-

‘Defeal in South East Asia was o blow which
US imperialism took a decade even to begin to
recaver from. Despite its victory in the Gulf the
Pentagon has not yet fully ersed the memory.

‘Gorbachey faces a similar nightmare, The
repercussions of this defeat will echo way
beyond the borders of Afghanistan,

*All socialists should welcome it

“The United States decision to supply surface
to mir missiles to the mujahedin was an mpor-
tant factor in Russia’s defeat.

‘Inside Afghanistan the cycle of misery
wrought by yet another attempt at imperialist
sibjection can only continue.’ (Febnuary 4,
1989)

Tio gee the US supply of Stinpger missiles as
an agency for the type of change welcomed by
socialists is a leat of "marxist” analysis reserved
for those who share the SWF s hizame view of
the Soviet Union as a state capitalist regime,
gualitatively indistinguishabls from the USA.
Pew class conscious workers will share the
SWIs glee at the mujahedin vietory, which
they claim “will encourage the opponents of
Russian rule everywhers',

Swrprisingly, however, the 1972 invasion
was supporied not only by those who routinely
hacked the Moscow bureaucracy, but also by
some elements from the western ultra left and

Trotskyist movement, some of whom
grotesquely (and From the safety of Tong dis-
tance) ‘hailed the Red Ammy’, argoing wath
typical while petty bourgenis armgance that the
[orcea of 'progress’, (the Soviel artillery end in-
fantry, napalm and helicopter gunshipa), would
help “civilize’ or even bring a form of socialism
to the "backward " Afghans.

Bur many socialists who had eppored the in-
vasion still had serious doubts over the effects
of a Soviet withdrawal - and were for vanous
reasons profoandly reluctint to Iske up the
demand for troops oul.

The most credible argument for this point of
view was that the Soviel invasion
had sabstantially chunged the staius
quoin 1979 and that in the altermath
of 8 Soviet withdrawal the progres-
> mive forces— largely prouped amund
= the divided Communist Party

(PDPA) — wounld be the victims of &
blondbath. Unfortunately for tlus
poinl of view, the Soviel presence
W could only be maintained through
M the continoation of massive
slaughter and destruction, forcing
millions of Alghans from their
homes.

A less helpful line of opposition
ta calling for “troops out® resied spon the fact
that Theicher and Reagen were of conrse using
the Afghanislan events for their own cynical
propagands. However if rocialists follow this
togic, they wind up gagged on any 1ssuc where
4 mass popular movement clashes with a
Stalinist bureaucracy - as [or inslance in Poland
(where the cold warnors tted o hi-juck the
Solidamosc srggle, and many soclalists pot
cold feet), It was never the case that by calling
for troops out of Afghanistan socialists gave
any support to the eactionary mujahedin.

Others, perhaps enterizining illusions that
the Afghan intervention might have presaged a
more active line of Soviet military support for
revolutionary struggles elsewhere, argued
(drawin g opposite conclusions from the British
SWP) that a defeat forthe Red Army could trig-
ger the equivalent of the American ‘Vietnam
syndrome’, and thos set back the cause of
revolution. Such an analysis sests, in essence
upon a crude view of the world as simply twao
coonterposed ‘camps’ - with imperialism on the
one hand, and the working class (including the
Soviel bureaveracy) on the other.

Mot enly does thiz eliminate any inde-
pendence of the working class from their
bureavcratic misleaders, but it fails ahysmally
to grasp the reality of Stalinist foreign policy.
Since Khnuschev's one-off adventure with
Coba in the 1960s; Soviel leaders, heginning
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;‘ghﬂng for reacrmary fdaofag}h}r and institutions — mujahedin gusrrilia,

with Brezhnev, have made it patently clearthat
they would mor challenge impedalism militar-
Iy-in its traditional ‘spheres of Inflocnce’, and
that whilz lhey may sapport friendly govern-
ments {3z in Afghanistan iself), they would
ruise not A finger in military action tn sepport
mmsurgent revolutionades in Central Americs,
Southem Africa or Asia.

Gorbachev's decision 1o cuotl his Tosses and
withdmw from Afghanistan, and his apparent
willingness to do deals with impenalism un
uther "regional conflicts” are not a0 much new
developments in Soviet policy, bul the global
equivilent of ‘new realism ', attempling Lo sinke
comipromises with hard-line capitalist leatlers at
the cxpens of the strugeles of the oppressed.

Alrealy the westem mediz are speculating
freely as to which other strupgle will be the next
1o be zacrificed by Moscow on the altar of
‘regoncillation’. Sowiel pressure has been
browght 10 bear on Angola’s MPLA regime 1o
negotiat a settlement involving the withdrawal
nf Cuban troops, whio have been helping bo repe!
imperialist-hacked UNITA goermillas, Mozam-
bigue already receives more westem than
Sewvier aid in combatting Seuth -African-spon
sored Rename mercenanes. Mosow has even
tried to force the exiled Afmcan Matimial Con-
gress into opening talks with the apartheid
reginie in Sonth Afnca

Linder these conditions, continusd Soviel
support for Micamapna is placed in doubt. M
cow has made plain it has no intesstin suppor-
ing puerrilla movements i Hi Salvador, or radi-
cal movements elsewhere in Latit Amenca
which might interfere with its new commencial
apreements with capitalist povernmeits, -
cludmg Brazil, Argenting and Umnguay

Simitarly in Asia, Moscow is more interested
in links with the bourgeois governments than
with the workers” strugzles in the Philippines
and Indoncsia. All this cynial horse-timding
with Lapedalism is as much a key componen
ol Gothichevism shroad as plasnost and
persstroika are al home.

‘e other mrn argument mused by the op-
poneats of o Soviel withdrawal is thar the im-
peuding mujabiedin victony will endanger the
defence ol il USSR itsell, by establishing a
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new, reacticnuy, pro-imperialist or islamic
regime ot its. southem flank, which may in-
Mame the Soviet muoslim republics,

Sowialists cannol argue for o defence of the
USSR which depends vpon the permanent
military subjection of neighbouring peoples,

In fact the best defence of the USSR against
ruch o threat eésis on the vastly superior living
standards, education and eulture enjoyed by the
peoples of the southem Soviet republics,
together with prompt mieamres to reverse the
traditisnal attitades of Great Russian
chauvinism, and thus defuge the national ten-
sions which miglit otherwise be exploited by the
islamic reactionanes

For Afghamston, the fulure Tooks bleak. [t
seemns that the Kabul regime may hang on

* longer than the westem media hod predicted:

but eince it has completely losl any seninuz con-
trol over the vast bulk of the countryside, its
dayz musl be numbered. Then the mival
mujahedin factions will gquickly fall out over
ivigion of e spoils: led to reactionary ideol-
ogy and archaic instilutions (the mildest of
which isrestering the monanchy), and cormupted
by years of easy cash, arms sales and dope deal-
g, nong of thent has anything progressive 1o
ulfer the peasantry or the timy working class,

Lis the absence of acentral state machinery or
a predominant military power among the
mujaliedin factions, and with the predictable in-
difference of the Impenalists (who don't care
wha mles Afghamistan, on whatever hasie, as
beng as it represents & sethack for Moscow], the
most likely scenario appears to he a
‘Lebanisation’ of Afghanistan into zones of in-
fluence around the vanous gucrnilla gmoupings.

Theugh thers appears to be little or no senpe
in the foregeenble future for a healthy socialise
current W smerge i Afghandstan to challenge
the reactionary rule of the goemilias, the work-
lng class movement in Brtain, the USA and
other bnperialist countmies should at least take
up the demand for a Halt to afl funher supplies
of arms and cash 10 the mujahedin, and expose
the eomphoity of self-sivied 'demoomtc’ m-
penahiem in the restomation of [ 3th century-
slyle feudal ond dslamic repression on the
women and men of Afphanistan,

Ten years of
crisis

Diecember 17, 1979 Massive Sovist invasion
using forces from Saviet muslim republice.
Babmk Karmal and a new Parcham cabinet
flown info Afghanistan in Soviet planes. State
apparatus, pueged to desth by Amin, feeters on:
point of collapse,

February 1980 Troops from Muslim
tral.

1980 Land refomis annulled.

April 1984 Radio Kabul claimse major vic-
torics in military oftensive ‘mujshedin
involving over 500 Soviet unk:mﬂmd
I.ttl-npt:nrﬁnl.

1985 Gorhaches stralegy to “Afghanics’ the
war beging, with uulumn sssembly of tribal
chiefs, mullahy nnd ather *personalitics’,
November 1985 Earmal presents *len thescs®
incloding a new systems of locul clectiony
designed to dexw In non-members of FDPA,
including mnllnhs

1986 Regime boasts it has buil 100 mosgques
in six years, Religious teaching meintrdured
into schools. US aid o nmhhdh Teaches
$470m.

March 1986 US decision to supply mujahedin
with portable anti-nireraft missiles.

May 1986 Najibullah, head of polltical police,
takes helm from Kamial as [:n.ll:rt:lﬁd'
Decemhber 1984 Najibullal appeals from
Moscow for government of national dnity -
cluding mujuhedin leaders.

1987 US nid for mujahedin hits $F600m.
Janewry 1987 Calmination of Soviet-Alghon
ofiensve. Revolufionary Council announces
six-month enewable unilateral ceaselire and a
peneral amnesty.

Febroary 1987 Geneva talks under acgis of
United Nations, L
November 1987 New assembly of notables
adopts & new constifution restoring idamic
miles of mhcritance, and changng the official
designation of the siate, climinating the tenn
*democmtic’, A new agmrinn Inw maics mak-
imum permitted size of land-holding, and
abolishcs restrictions on big landlords.
February 8, 1988 Gorbachey annonnees
swifter than expecied schedule Tor withdrawal
of troops,

April 14, 1988 Geneva socond sipned by
povemnmenty of Alghamstan, USSR, Pakistan
and the USA.

October 1988 Leftist {action opposed (o talks
and dealw with mujahedin expelled from
FIPA.

December 1988 PRPA, in néw bid for deal
with mujshedin, snnounces change of names
and Mnmmtdmmw—mﬂnim

New policy include incentives for
Ednl: mdpl.mmnnm
ebrunry 1989 The Jast convoys af Soviet

troops pull out from Kabul snd cross the bor-

der, Tntensified Feuding ‘hﬂmn mﬂ!ﬂnﬂn
Factions,
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No Soviet
deals with
imperialism

Among the assessments of the
Afghan events from the Trotskyist
movementis this staterment, issued
on March 21, 1988, by the United
Secretariat of the Fourth
International

On February 8, Mikhail Gorbachev an-
nounced that Soviet troops would
withdraw from Afghanistan in the ten
months following May 15, 1988,

The fact that the withdrmawal of these troops
was decided on when ‘the causes that led to their
presence in the country” — to repeat the phrase
used by Leonid Brezhnev in the wake of the
Soviet intervention — have not dirappeared but
are more operative than ever, is in iteell & strk-
ing recogmition of failure, More than eight years
after the start of the intervention, the balance
sheet is termbly negarive:

M The USSR iz bogged down in #n invasion,
which has led to slaughter and enormous
destruction.

B li2 infervention has mn up against despgo-
ing hostility from the grest majority of the Af-
ghan popualation,

B The Afghan reactionary forces have been
able to increase their infloence enormoosly in
the name of 4 strupgle against the invader.

B The ‘progressive’ repime in Kabul is even
more unpopular end moes fragle than it was on
the cve of the Soviel inlervention.

B The intervention in Afghanistan by US im-
penalism and its regional perners — mcludmg
in panticular Pakistan and Saudi Arahia,
through their aid to the “Mujahadin® —is greater
than sver.

B US mmpenalism and its Buropean allies
have gained considerable political advantage
remm the vast revulsion of world public oplinion,

incloding in the workers' movement, against |

the Soviet war in Afghanistan,

W In the USSE itself, this “dirty war® hasen
gendered ‘moral pangrene’ in the ranks of the
army and decpgoing discontent in the popula-
tion. This i3 especially true in the ‘Muslim’
republics, where anti-communist Tslamic
propagands has enjoyed a vigonr uncqualled

for several decades.

Why we called for
withdrawal

The Fourth Intemational comectly judged
that the massive intervention of Soviet tmoops,
a= it unfoldsd, was not only contrary to the nght
of self-determination of the penple of Alghanis-
tan but also 1o the real interests of the struggle
of the expioited and oppressed throughow the
regiom and to those of the Soviet workers' state.
The prolongation of this intervention could
only aggravale the harm that it did to these in-
terests. This s why the Foarth Intemational
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Gorbachev: looking for new deals
called for the withdrawal of Soviel troops from
Afpliaistan,

The withdrawal decision announced by Mik-
hail Gorbachevy will be executed when the
damape that it mims to limit has long since
ETOWTL L0 SnOAmOWs proportinns.

In his Febroary 8 statement, Gorbachev
clearly refused to link the withdmwal of Soviet
troops o an rgreement with Washington and Is-
lamabad on the formation of a new Afphian
government, as is being demanded by the Pakes-
Lani divialorship.

“Ihis ix & purely intemal Afghan problent
Only the Afghans can settle jt, even if they
belong to different, or even opposing campa.
When it is suggested that the Sovict Union must
take parl in negntialions gver this and still more
with third states, we answer clearly: Spare uy

| this;ilisnotourprobleny, oryours.” That is what

Mikhail Gorbachey has said.

Thisattitode is in tolal contradiclion with the
crude nterference nepresenied by the interven-
tion of Soviet troops in Kabol in December
1979, st as it stands in contmdiction o the
very pumerous occasions throughoul the s
tory of the Soviet bureavcracy when il has
negotisted the fate of governments i other
countnes with impenalism and forced its allles
lircanfomm Lo the results of these pegotiations.

The coming months and years will make it
possible to verify whether the principle
declared hy Gorhachey is more than a purely
cincumstantial argument, especially since undeg
Gurbachev Mpscow today (s advocaling a
worldwids course of ‘meconciliation” for the
Middle East, Svuth Afmca, Kampuchea and
Central Amenca! We will oppode any altenp
by the Kremlin to pressure the peaples of tese
conntres and mglns o accepling so-callcd
reepneilistion with their worst enemics

The TISSR s duty is to provide aid, sithout
strings, o thé peoples struggling agadoat b
penalismeand resction. Unly the leaderships sof
these stroggles live the aghl o negotinte con
promises with the impenalisis and theiy
parmers. In this respect, since Moscow initial
Iy made ending US and Pakistauu ad 1o the
Mujahadin a condition for the willdrswal ol its
troops from Afghanistan, [t rapidly Tound ftself

confronted with & new condi-
tion from Washington — the en-
ding of Soviet aid to the Kabu]
government following the
withdrawal of Soviet troops.
Thiz sort of trading between
Moscow and Washington, over
the heads of their respective al-
lizs, 1n the last pnalysiscan only
harm the more advanced
revolutionary strugyles. To gel
what it wants in Alghenisian
for example, Moscow might be
led 1o muke comcessions at the
expenss of Niceragua, which is
less important for itz own
secunty. This is why, rejecting
such deals in principle, we call
for a withdrawal of Soviet
troops from Afghanistan
without negotiatinons: between
Moscow and Washington. The
USSR must wilhdraw its forces
from Afghanistan without
delay, and continue to provide aid for the Af-
ghan progressive forces siogpling againgt the
fendal-tribal and lslamic rearhonanes, who are
supported by imperidlist and reactionary Muos
lim states. It should conform to the an-
nouncement by Moscow on March 17 that its
troops will withdraw, even if no agreement is
reached with Pakistan and the United States,
Moscow is continming, however, to CEPIESS its
desire for such an accord and o pursie that end.

Washington raises the
stakes

Even before being implemented, the Sovict
decision has already sown deepgoing disarmy
in the enemy camp. This is true at an intems-
tonal level, The most mactionary currents in
the imperialist countries are disgusted by the
perspective of lomng what has been one ol their
main anli-Soviel arguments in recent years,
Some have gone as [ar as 0 denowice. the
decision for a8 Soviet withdrwal, calling 1t
*Machiavellien’! Far from making it easier for
Maoscow Lo withdraw its troope, the 115 is up-
ping the ante.

The same thing is happening on the gronsd,
After having concealed their differcnces and
rivalrics behind & fachde of wnity ageinst the
Soviet invader, the various conponsnts of the
Islamic Alllance based in Peshawar, on Palkgs-
taund territory, are clashing more and more mpen-
ly. Recently, the strongest of these foces, hut
s the most reactionary — Hekmatyar' s Hezh-
i-Islurmie — hax luken the leadership of the Al-
liance.. As the Soviztl troops withdraw, the
Moujaladin organesations will luse their surn of
“fieedom fiphters’, as Reagan calls them, and
appear as they are — proloundly cormupt reac-
Honry organisalions represenling contending,
itreconcilable anbitions for power.

If, however, e goveminenl proves in-
capable of swrviving the Soviet withdmwal, its
fFall would anyway be a lesser evil than the
Soviel Union getting bogged down indelinie
Iy i Afghanistan. lnoany event, i the bong run,
the withdrawal will benefit the development of
s mass evolitinnary movement in Alghanistan
and its neighbounng countrics
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Women of the world
unite!

The first international women's day took place on March 18, 1911
as a celebration of the uprising of the Prussian workers,

At the Second Intérnafional Conference of Working Women in
1310, Clara Zetkin, a leader of the German workers' and women's
movement, declarad that it should be an annual celsbration. In
1913 the date was changed to March 8 — the date of an important
strike by women textile workers in New York.

Inthe USSR in 1917, women determined to celebrale March 8
(February 23 on the old calendar) as usual and called strikes and
demonstrations, providing the spark that led to the February
Revolution and thence the first successiul workers’ revolution in
October.

Three quarters of a century later, women around the world still
struggle against exploitation as workers and peasants, and against
their special oppression as women. This supplement for
International Women's Day 1989 focusses on women's role in the
working class movement and mass struggles in Europe.

History tells that scocialist women have frequently played a key
role in women's struggles, and that women have always been in

the vanguard of revolutionary action. As we celebrate Intermnational % |
Women's Day 1989, and contemplate the struggles to come, this g1

is valuable food for thought.

Women Against Pit CIsures

Cultural revolution in the

coalfields

Euro-communists like Bea Campbell have attacked the tactics of the 1984 miners’
strike, and attempted to use the success of the Women Against Pit Closures
movement as an argument against ‘macho’ class struggle politics. Five years afler
the great strike began, VALERIE COULTAS argues that on the contrary, the women’s
mobilisation built on the traditional class consciousness of the mining communities
to produce a stronger socialist consciousness - from which all women can learn.

‘The strike has been the quick-
est social and political education
we could have gone through...
Now we have hecome political
animals'(Betty Heathfield,
1984),

This article {ooks at the political
chamcter of the Wonen Against Pit
Closures movemenl. Five yeass after
the beginning af the strike on
March 6, 1984, this movement con
tinues nexist and, although its active
membership has diminished, stll
campaigns  on behalf of the miners
zacked by the NCR during the strike,
and in support of other causes melud-
ing better education for working class
women, for 8 non-noclear energy

policy and nuclear disarmament.

I an asticle in New Statepmin ar
the very end of the szike (March 8,
1985) Bea Campbell, in a vimlent at
tack on the Morning Star wing of the
Communist Party (CP) and the *altra
left’, claimed Women Apainst Pit
Closures as a political reflection of her
own Burcommunist ideclogy. The
movement, she argued, was the
province of the realisbic. non-violent
left as opposed to the ‘macho
militancy” which * encrusts the myths
nf the hiard left”. She counterposed the
secess of Greenham and Women
Against Pit Closures, both assumed to
he equalconverts In ‘non-violence', 1o
the ‘tendency of the lefl to eguate
“muscular militancy” and violence
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with political strength’, In short, e
claimed the violenl toctics ol the
MNLM leadership were responsble for
the defeat of the miners, and that
Women Apaingt Pit Closures was not

part of this but reflected of the mor: |

sophisticated politics of the women's
minvement.

This was one of o seried of adicles
at the time aimed al discrediting the
politice of class struggle in the labour
movement and bending 1o the fide of
Mew Healism, the ides thal resisling
Thatchensm g imposathie and thit
sinke action 15 ‘economizoc’. Five
years on from that strike this geneml
idea hes hecome even more Common
al leadership and cven rank and file
levels of the labour movement, The
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lokin Smitth /1

;"

an_en did much more than I'I'l;lll'E tea:

.

their shills helped kesp the strike alive.

“...at high
poinis in the
class
struggle
women have
made their

presence
felt.
‘Working

class’ is not

synonymous
with ‘male

Fage 14

real political charecter of the Women
Against Pit Closuses movement and
the lessops of the 1984/85 miners’
strile both provide a dch source for
refuting these defeatist arpuments,

Real reasons for the
defeat

The 1984 mincrs’ sirke was was
the lonpest all-oul strike by a nationa
union i the history of the Brtish
|abour movement. It involved a bitter
clash between the mining com-
munities and the conservative govern-
ment over the [uture of coal pits and
miners’ jobs, Despite the handship, the
battles with the police, the ammests and
sackings, the vicious media campaign
ol vilification and the sequestration of
funds; the miners continued to resist
The final blow came not from the
Tories, but fmom within the labour
movement, when the TUC mefused 1o
nim paper resolutions info achve sup-
port. In a similar way to 1926, the
leadems of the labour movement left
the miners to fight alone: bul this time
ronnd the TUC did not even begin 1o
support them.

Political Character of
WAPC

Four factors are imporiant in under:
standing the polidcal character of the
Women Against Pit Closures move
ment a8 it emerged o 1984, Fira, the
strucrural position of women in mini-
ng communities is one where & tradi-
tional domestic division of labour 1%
forced upon them. Vic Allen in The

| Meheanecy of Brinsh Miming nrpues

thal miners families ame crucial to the
orgamgaton of miining as an industry.
The servicing role women play is in-
tegral to survival given the harsh na-
ture of the job and the shift gystem
which dictates the rontne of family
life. Mining has status within the com-
munity but servicing miners has Litle
statues because women's domestic
labaur, although vital, emaing un-

paid, In many wress miners’ wives
[ & regerve army of labour in cot-
ton, textiles, catening and cledeal work
but their primary role is as miner’
wives;, The inferdor status of women
flows from thismateral reality.

But women who grow up in ming-
ng communities are alao aware of the
dangers of mining and of the interests
of miners ag part of the working clrsa.
Thiz does not lead them to have a
romantic notion of the job their hus
bands do. They take & very proctical
attitude. *No one m therr rdght minds
would gentence them to a Life in the
dark, bul what are the altematives? For
a working man being on the dole is no
nearer @& way to touch the Sun’. (]
Miller, ¥ou Can't Kill the Spirit,
1986),

Sccondly, while class conscious-
ness 15 part of a long historical adi-
tion in mining this does not necessan-
ly exclude women. In contrasl to
Campbell’s Buroconumunist vicw that
feminizm exists nubade the ‘rradition-
ally evolved class understanding’,
wonten have been active agents in the
creation of working class history, In
1926, miners’ wives were involved in
public mllies, demonstrations as well
as organizing food porcels and fund-
raising sctiviies. The Miners” Federa-
von approached the Labour Parry
wormen's organisation to limise with
miners’ families, The 1926 Laboor
Women's Conference supponed the
call for the nationalisation of coal. In
1972 and 1974 women again or-
ganiged the distribotion of food par-
celg. Byven before the sirike started in
1451 Betty Heathficld helped form a
Chesterfield Women's Action Group
that campaigned in the mining com-
munity Tor Tony Benn as deputly
leader of the Labour Party, Whale iLis
tie that -vorking class organisationy
have rurely fully represented working
class women, at high ponts m the
clasa srupgple women have made their
presence [elt. “Working class’ is not
synonymous with ‘male’.

Thirdly, miners’ wives in 1934
were obviously influenced by the
wider changes in a women's role in
sociely since the second world war
and, in particalar, the increasing in val-
vement of women in the labourmove-
meit. As Cynthia Cockbum (in the
pamphlet Women, Irade unions and
paolitical parties) explaing that a third
of all rade unionisis Wday wre women,
and this has infloenced women's
voting hehavioar. At the |987 general
election an equal number of men and
wennen voted Labour, and in the 18-
24 age group more women voied
Lahour than men, The mingrs” wives
zaw themselves as pant of @ much
wider working class womens' move-
ment commiticd 1o schieving broad
social change. Lomiine Bowler from

Bold recognised the wider unpact of
the "P-'l:H_'L'ImIS movemenl n !l.ll.‘ COl-
soinusness of miners’ wives lUs be-
canze of the womena' movement that
we've gol organised. Women are
much more militant apd informed.
Some ol our wonen wosld cull them-
selves feminists, some wouldn'r.
Many of our meetings are explicitly
women only; after all the men have
their mestings.”

Finally, it would he completely im-
possible to covisage the binh and
growth of Women Against Pnt
Closares movemenl without the ac-
tive mupport of the contral Teaders of
the Metonal Union of Minewnrdkers
(NUM) executive af 2 nalional wnd
regional level. It was women who
took the initiatve in 1984, and they
had to strugple to be loken seriousiy
by rank and file miners md leaders
alike, but the conversion of the left of
the union was goick and clear
Evidence of women's support for Ar-
thur Scargill’'s leadership mole was
also manifest during the sinke. In
spesch after speech women refuted
the media unage of Seargill and the
miners as vivlent thugs. and in 21l the
wrilten malerial Aghur Scargill is
given praiseas aleader who was faith-
Tul 1o his class,

Omn lop of this women themselves
were arresied and imprisoned, ex-
periencing the class bias of the British
legel system at first hand. Anne
Scargill™s arrest and Brenda
Greepwood s prison experience,
whene she was strip searched while on
remanid and locked up for 22 out of 24
hours, make it lacd o sick to the view
that confroptations with the police
were confined tomen. In T, women
became centrally involved in the
strike procigely hecause il was an ge-
tive gtrike involving Lhe rank and file,
and giving working class men and
women more control over how the
strike was mun than many previous
strikes had done. Miners® wives, on-
like Bes Campbetl, understond hoth
the couse of violence — the machn ag-
gression of Maggie Thatcher'shoys in
blue —and the need for self-defence on
{he picket lines,

It can be seen therefore thal fur
from Women Against Pit Closumes
being a movement that challenped the
class struggle politics of the NUTM, it
developed as 8 movement inde-
pendent but complementary io it. The
public speaking and [undraising ac-
tivitizs of Woman Against Pit
Clspures were linked to women's ac-
tive involvement in the mnke The
wornen saw the left in tie union and
the arre sted and imprissied miners as
theit allies. They did not see thewr
movement ax the carmot 1o the NUM s
stick. Rather than lrying to fir the
minefs” wAves expensnce Wlo 3 naf-
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row 'Euro-feminist” {*bash the
MNUM®) framewodk, there ame a mom-
ber of genuine lessons to be leamnt.

Greenham

The ottempd by Bea Campbell to
conflate the Greenham Peace cump
wilh tlee Women Against Fit Closures
movement iz dishonest in the extreme.
They both involved women in a fighi
with the Tory government; but one
waz & tradifional civil disobedicnce
protest and the other was part of a
sirike. As Jean Stead cutlines in Mever
the Same Again, it was really impos-
sible to apply the non-viokent tactics of
the Greenham women to miners pick-
et lines. On the few occazions when
miners and their wives did try this, as
for example at Port Talbot, these
demonstratirns ended in dizsaster. The
police weore far less restrained in their
handling of pickets than they were of
Greenbam women. Miners and their
wives were in general opposcd (o
deliberately geling amested orfuming
the other cheek.

But this did not prevent miners and
the Women Against Pit Closures
meovement giving political suppord to
the aims of the Greenhom women —the
temaval of nuclear weapons and
hases, a nof-noclear cnergy policy,
and omiideral disammament. Neither
did it mean that they mfused to visi
the camp and show solidarity with the
Greenham struggle. Jean Stead recalls
that il wad rather some of the Green-
ham women wha had difficulty with
supporting the NUM al first because
of their lack of commitment to Green-
ham type lectics. Bul evenlimlly the
active solidanity shown for the anti-
nucleat fight and the case for coal
rather than naclenr power as the main
soure of @ pIDEIERRIvE EneTEy pobicy
won the women over.

Democracy of WAPC

Women Agnindt Pil Closures wiis
nrd & highly sfroctued movement and
it was influcnced by browd feminist
princlples of self-organisation, Berry
| eathficld cxplamed why thiswas the
cide, “Some women find the Lahouor
Party very off puting. IU's prganised
from the top, Women frowm the mining
communitis didn’t want hierorcliy.
they didn 't wan! meeting procedires
Wirpen are often termified of the idea
of delegates, protocol, They don’
know why It's nocesrary. They were
politicised durmg the dispute b they
are mok ik p itical achiyiam”.

Lawal gioups could send repte-
soniatives o the stecring commitles
and the regular national confensnoes
thronghout the strike, Meelings were
practical, geared to winning the sinke
and concemed with isaies and arcas
that women lelt confident abont. The
need to gel involved in fond-musng,
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providing Tood, public speaking and
picketing produced & pew political
sell-comfidencs among many wonen
who had nol previousiy enjoyed the
opportunity 1o display these skill=and
talents. The collective support women
gave euch ulher i this sination mir
rored the process of consclowsness-
raismg that other women had ex-
percnced W the early L9700, et il
cumbimed with a mwch deeper class
cons fugshess and realization of what
thiy particular Tory govemment was
alsot

It was this growing self-conhdence
thal mude Wamen Apgainsgt Pt
Closures adamant thet ths moyement
would be contrmlled and led by wiork-
ing class women and not faken over by
mitkille class “do-goodeds’ 23 sonie
women folt had happensd with the
sompkitchensin 1926, Thisimphed no
lhostilfy to support from nutside the
i o ties it simply an un-
derstanding that mithers” wives were
best placed 1o lead the stiggle

Socialism and
domestic roles

Lispany sensesthe 198485 mumers’
anke =il be wsessed, confrary fo
Camphell’s Lurospeak, not as the
stmiggie il *.\-l_si—._'.j socinliam ofT the
ngenda bl the smiggle that helped w
preserve socialism ns o living reality
m Thatcher's Britasn, shivwny the
wuthdup cligs [n struggle as pmigres-
sive: uid aophisticaled an als uanddar
stunding of different forms of oppres-
Ao Bea Canpbell pgain armpgantly
airesses (hal e culmiral Tevolalion in
o winmen 2 polecame from notade te
coal felds, (rom the solidanty ac-
twists, Apmn this underesfimates the
prilincal comsciousness of the whole
wiking classand the achve mie ol
working ©luss women within those
SeHMITILTLIE s

What actually huppensd in the min
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ing communities: during thal year-
Inng baltle wis a very sharp changs in
material eality. With the shift sytem
nul of npembion, and with wimen ac-
tively invnlved in picketing, the
domestie division of labour began to
change, poriiculardy in households
whem wnmen were very active, Belty
Heathfeld, spesking al the 1984

Wemmen's TUC explained that ar fiest |

wimnen had been tawnted by nuiners to
g hack to the kitchen sink. “But now
i1 has created 8 lenlastic under-
stuniling betwen men and women.
.. The women s getivity is 0 means of
awnkening and uniting the whole
labwor movement at the: grassronts’
In Blidworth Alan Radford and Fip
Humiher, hushaids of Pauling and
Dareen, really ook their domesta
labour seriously, They became
hougeproud, shared o hoover and
learned to kuow thelr vhilden mech
betler. As Pauline =xplulned; 1 also
found that ad coald ook after the
ks as well os muwm could. If sonie
ine had suggested that o me before
Lhe stnke Fwould huve beenyuite lium
I lact §oreabised it was good for
them. good for Aban and geod forme.
kbany men =aid they hadn’t knaovwn
their childron belore the sirike, that
they were always al wirk and then
wlien they were home they were Lo
thred to bother, Swddenty ail these men
fad 2 Lot te doowith their kids (L
Beaton, Shifning Hormzons), She goes
et to e xplain how the chiliren o Blid-
wiorth also identified with e strike
behig called the “stnke contre kids'
and becoming politically invalved by
defending a1 sehonl whul their fathers
lyadl done
The new. relatinnship: betwoen
women and men wag hased on 2
malzrial change m the soclal and
segarmie rele of women did men in
the sirtke. The mising of funds, the
strike centres and food halls were all

‘Women
Against Pit
Closures
were
adamant
that this
movement
would be
controlled
and led by
working
class
women and
not taken
over by
middle
class ‘do-
qooders’...”
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“The miner’s
wife’s
private skills
as
housewife,
carer,
budget
keeper,
manager
became
publicly
valued

Iy

“Socialist
feminists
have
gained a
new
inspiration
from the
example of
miners’
wives

I
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crcial o community survival, The
miner' s wile came ko her own be-
cause her private skills 23 housewife,
carer, budget-keeper, manager be-
came publicly valued by the com-
mumnity atlarge. It was this that created
the ‘cultural revoluotion® in the coal-
ficlds during that year. Having cstab-
hehed the social chamscter of theircon-
tributiom to the strike women moved
guickly into 2 more peneral political
mole and gained a wider understanding
of the relationship belween the
miners’ case and that of other groups
within the working class.

This new refationship was based on
a stmggle which the women led be-
cause they were conscious that a
change of attitude was neccessary if
the men were to take on childcare and
domestic labour, and thus cnable
wamen Lo participate in the strike. The
miners did not automatically come to
this understanding and many wonmen
still shouldered the burden of domes-
tic tasks. But a shared political under-
standing of what they were up against
and the belief that they had the power
to change the world arpund them was
central to the development af con-
scionsness around these issues. To
walk into & srke centre duning the
high poimts of the strike was toosge a
ghimpse of socialism, Mining aeds
have always shown a strong sénse of
commumity, bul the openness o new
ideas was a prodoct of a stronger
sociulisl consciousness developing in
direct opposition o the valoe system
promoted by the Tory government, a
value systeni constantly defemed toby
the Lubour leaders, The communities
under seige produced their own ideol
ogy 1o sustain their redstance. Be-
cause women played such a central

| rofe in this resistance, runk and file
| miners [nevitably adopted a more

progressive aftitade to women.

Attitude to NUM

Unformaoately the July 1985 NUM
conference nammowly deleated the
proposal o allow Women Against Pil
Closures to affiliate to the NUM. As
minerswent hack to work, ofd mutimes
again became established and women
were no lunger uble Lo play the same
role: But it was the traditional male
hard left around Arthur Scargill that
fought hardest for Women Againal Fit
Closures {0 have associate member-
ship stats. By this time zome of the
Eurocommunist had drawm a negative
balance sheet of the strike and were
willing to compromise even on
rewarding the women 's movement for
the contribution it had made to the
struggle

‘Thiz exposes the hollowness of Bea
Campbell’s elaim that it is the
‘democratic left’ whichchampionsthe
cause of women and the hard lefi

Scargill: backed by women's
sSupport groups.

which has ‘failed to leam from the
wimien 8 movement's soccesses’, Tt
must have been obvions to all that the
Scargill leadership of the NUM had
moved a long way from the times
when they defended a Page 3 pin-up
in the pages of the Yorkshire Miner,
and thal the Women Against Pit
Conmires Movement had a real impact
o A luyer of the NUM executive. Al
the 1984 Labour Party conference, the
MUM spoke m favour of the demands
of the Labour Party 'Women s Action
Committee and voled [or the
proposals coming from the Black Seo-
tixis.

Without the strike, and above all the
politics of class stuggle which Bea
Campbell abhors, there would never
have been this change in conscious-
ness in mining communities, The
MNLUM would never have been moved
even to dehate associate membership
slatua for miner's wives, And the
strike would never have got off the
ground il the NUM lcaders hod ac-
cepted the ‘advice’ of Bea Camphbell
e have a ballot in April 1984,

Lasting gains

To win this stoke the Todes spent
£106.5 million a week on oil bnpons,
buming 00,000 tonnes of ol a weck,
to keep power stations minning, In
1985 thers were 172,363 miners: by
1987 there were only 114,974, Seven
miners had been killed during the
strike, four of them on picket fines
200 miners had been mprsomed and
11000 miners and their wives had
been arrested. The defeat was a
catastrophe for the mining com
munities, for the labourmovement and
for the socialist movement in Britain.

But even out of & defeat the work-
g class movement can still make
giins wnd leamn lessons, The pelitical
breakihrough that working class
wimmen made will not be totally lost
because the strike was Jost. Futare
strupples of mining communities will
draw on this example o strengthen
their fight against the employers.
Miners wives have established
Women's Centres at Castleford and
Shiresbrook to encourape working

class women (o gain acoess o educs-
tion. Women Agsinst Pit Closurzs
continues 1o exist apd Tequires con-
tinued support for its battle towin jos-
tive for Lthe miners imprsoned and
sucked by the NCR. This movement
needs [Inancial backing precizsly be-
cause 1l [miled to win associste mem

bership from the NUM, and has no
permanaent source of funds, The left i
the NUM should not pive op the fight
for the women's movement to have
the status il deserves.

The arguments made in defence of
codl durng the strike stll stand: that
the NCB prodoces the lowest cost
decp mined coal in Eorope; that it
recieves the lowest subsidies in com-
parison to other Europenn mines; that
nuclear power, gas and ol age adl mos
expensive fommes of encrgy than coal,
These arguments have been sopple-
mented since the strike by others, not
least that Combined Heat and Power
Stations provide the most cfficienmt
heating systems because they convent
heat that is nomally wasted in power
statinn cooling towers into hot water
for central heating: systems and that
this would norease coal prodoctinn
by 20} million tonnes; and that, with
new lechnology, coal can be used ar e
direct soumce of energy. The govem-
ment made a political decizion (o cul
funding rothe codl industey omake il
seeqmn as if the NCB was not viahle.
Mow it will try to fam it out 1o privite
industry to make it-another Thatclier
SHICeSs SOTY

The gains of the strike are not con
fined to the mining comminnitics
however. Socialist feminists have
gained a new wispiration from the ex-
ample of miners’ wives, wlo liave
proved once apamn that woking class
wornen will play a leading role in the
strugule for sodialism and feminism.
The Women for Socmlism movement
developing out of Chesterfield s par-
tially a product of thal experience.

The 198485 muners" amke showed
Thatcher that working classpeople are
aware of their class interests and are
capible of mashalling compelling ar-
puments against the entire monelanst
philosophy of ber government, o
philosophy which iz now being =en
(o fuil as inllation mies nse and work-
ing cluss living standards begin 1o
decline woross the hoard. Socislists
have a responsibllily 1o conlinue 1o
potit the finger of blunme al the mis
named "democraic lefl” and the
labowir leadership as centrally mespon-
sible for this deleat for failing (o
mohilise the rest of the class hehind
the miners and ther wives who putup
the most magnificent Gght. Five years
alier the sirike hegan, miners and
miners’ wives, we salute yoo!
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WOMEN IN THE NUR |~
'VoTES FoRWOMEN
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The War Paper for Women

The National Union of Railwaymen: the name itself
speaks volumes. Women have very liltle place on the
workiorce of the union. Women do work on the railways
but, not surprisingly, mainly In the ‘traditional’ jobs of
cleaning and catering. Change Is coming, but slowly,

'l"lh WIIL. Theird Besimm), Be. B FRILAY, JULT 3 13

Frim i, Wesdly "1™

BRAVO, N.UR.!

reports TONI MATTHEWS.

The NUR was bormin 1913 from
a merger of three of the main
unions of railway workers. The
oldest and largest of these
unions was the Amalgamated
Seciety of Railway Servants,
formed in 1872, Women were
not allowed to join the union
until 1915. It was, of coarse
women's recruitment into the
railways during the First World
War that forced this issue.
Before the war under 5,000
women worked in the industry,
maostly in clerical jobs. Unions
and management collaborated
io keep women out of the
mainsirean of railway employ-
ment on the grounds that it was
‘unsuitable”.

It was the employers who broke this
‘pact’ &t the slart of the war and began
to employ women as porlers, lickel
collectors, carriage and wagon
cleaners epd sgnalwomen. By the end
of the war 35,000 women had been
recriited.

LIp to this time women m the -
dustry wem ‘organised” mn the Ruwl-
way Wemen's Guid of the NUR
where they raised funds for orphans
and Its othier welfare services. It wasy
the Guild which was instrumental in
esishlishing Women's Sections in the
Labour Party. The massive influx of

women inte the workforce cansed &
big divide i the union. The right wing
was opposed o women becomng
members, insisting that women ' s
employment was of & tempomary ua

ture, The left argued that it was neces-
sary not only to recruit women but to
demand equal pay for equal work in
order to prolect men’s jobs al the end
of the war.

Women, in {act, moeived only 3
shillings 8 week war bonus payments
while the men received 5 shillings—
since the employers argued that
women's labour was only three-fifths
as productive as men's. Preaumably,
women in signal boxes only pulled
three-filths of the levers!

But despile wiormen s enlrance into
the ‘mainstream” of the industry and
il the union during the First World
War, women are stll 4 minority in
every sense of the word in 1989, Al
though memberstup of the NUR is
now af an all-nme fow, due 1o massive
ritionalisation and redondancies,
fewer than 6,500, outof a membership
of 125 (MH), are women,

There are twn main measons why
there are &0 few women in the anion.
One is the prevalence of a traditional
view that the majonty of iobs in the in-
dustry shoold be done by men. In 1983
there were 56 fenale puards and six
drivers, Sippalwonen are few and far
berween and there are less than a hand-
ful of wonien on the Permanent Way
and In Slgaal and Teleconununica-
tions, The vast majonty of women are
in gleamng and calering; and since the
ending of the ¢losed shop agreement
these are the least organised and have
o wery heavy fumover of stafl

Yet the jobs women do involve
Inngs hours, shift and night work and
very ofien heavy, dirty waork. Todoy,
a signalman in a power box has much

&
“A bevy nf Lady Helpers" al & 1924 branch eveni,
according o the NUR''s history boak.
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Suffrageite paper welcomes NUR
decision to admit women,

less physical work o do than a car-
riage cleaner.

The NUR has started to look at the
recruitment of women members. L
has been {orced 10 do this becumse the
catenng section {Travellers Fare) has
been privatised and unfess member-
ship iz maintained the union wall lnse
negotiating rights. Yer the pay and
conditions are probably the worst In
the industry and the nnion refuses o
tackle this very problem which lies at
the heart of the high nunover of saff
and hence the copstant problem of
non-members. The pay deal fast year,
qust hefore the manogement buy-out,
resulied in some employees being
worse off, The complete lack of a fight
agaimsl privatisstion of Travellers
Fare, which hasalan led to the worsen-
ing of conditions, reinforced the
cynicism that staff have lowands the
union,

Change 13 coming slowly,
however, hocause in the last decade
women have started to organise. They
have met infomzally at Dismict Coun-
cily ard grades conferences. Resolu-
liong on all {zsues affecling women
have stanted to appear on the agenda
of the nnion's conlersnces wd the
union as 8 whole has been forced 1o
dehate malemity leave provisions,
ghoriion, and the right for women to
be organised as women in the union,

“In 1989,
fewer than
6,500, out of
a
membership
of 125,000,
are women.”
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There are
no women
on the
National
Executive
Committee,
no full time
officers, and
only a few
women
branch
secretaries”

“Women
NUR
members
will continue
to fight for
rights that
many other
unions take
for granted.”
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years {or child care purposes
1

It is & long up-hill strag-
gle. A National Women's
Advisory Committes has
finally besn estshlished,
comprised of one delegate
from each Distrct Counci
Thirteen out of the 26 Dis-
trict Councils have
responded to date, and far
fewer have esrablished
tocal Women's Advisory
Commillees. The wnion
bureaucrecy reamed fo
think that the esiah-
tishment of the Women's ©
Advisory Committes §
wotld dampen down the &
protests [Tom women
members. But although in :
its infancy, the commities g
members wanl o get out, ‘-‘t
meet and organise women, o

The leadership is doing its HUF? leader J:rnm}f Knapp casts vmes for women members — but none are
on the TUC delegation.

hest to make the Commit-
tec nothing bul a talking
shap.

The Mational Union of Rail
waymen must be the only majnr union
that refused to oppose the Alton Bill,
The National Executive Conumltres
lelt sbortion was an issue thal should
be left 1o ‘individual comacience’ and
the 1988 Annual General Mecting e
dnrred this position. British Rail at the
bepmnimg of the 19807 was (vroed ta
take equal opportunities policies o
board after an investigation by lhe
Equal Oppaunitics Commission. Yet
the NUR has barely paid Tip service to
the pathetic attermipts of BR to acknow-
ledge that womei should be reonilied
in all jrbein the industry.

Conditinns at wods, bad Tor st of
the stafl, wre appalling if you're femnle
and especially if you wre pregnant o
re responsible for child care. Toilet
facilities ure very often liternlly Vic
toran — dinty and unhygtenic when
they exist. Lack of toilets is tne of the
reasons why women are nol tecnfed
to do permanent way work. Saniary
towels, et are only just appeanng i
=ome places; other ploces are Tucky Ul
they see ‘soap, clean wwesla and lwl
water, Urinary infections smong
WO e nol Uncommon. Semm)
harassment is hordly acknowledged
womien dioing ‘men’s wod" get wlial
they deserve

Hntish Ralhas reeently intrpduced
a ‘mehim o work” scheme olfering
stiff (men and women) the
nurity to teke off a maximum of tlise
The

W

schieme wall only. apply 1o hose
employess “with & skill.. o ooiupa-
tiopal gualification... which wil
remun valuable to BR or uow joh
which reguuess a Tevel of gkill and ex-
pertise which BR considers [t woulid
he difficult 1o replace without o Long
penod of tradning’

Other than managers and en-
guzers, this scheme would coly wpply
to drvers, and then only if BR decided
that there was a shortage bn this area

But most women cannot afford Lo
take three years off without pay. The
NUR played virtually no part in draw-
ing up these prposils, Yet here was
&n ppportuaity [or the union to figh
for something voncrete for womien
There are a munber of options thar
could and should be taken up: child
care favilities both af work and &t

framed the employver ol Taetting the cast
of child-nunding). lob dinfne ani
pan-lmme “.||Ihl.]||._q: shivild also be con-
sideredl Hevein biss o prosblens: Brtish
Raail i arions fo replace sone full-
tume ohs with part-trme wokers. The
umion %, quile nghtly, oppesed tothis
Bui inless the union begaiy i tike 4
board the needs of nyenilers whio hive
respomsibilny for child came (or olhbier
dependanta) en women will toke
these jobs, The MUK must st argu-
ing [orall kisd ol flexible workuye ar
rangements {including woiking
‘norminl” fiowes— what 13 kimowsn as.a
domestic e on the wdustey) 1o
risthle wiwien tn Py Tull r|'||r~.“| iis=
woosrk (e

Wiamen an the METE (roe e gsual
(il the

CrEmimic il s y r\-i vy Nl pusle an

the union. But the union has very It

tle to-offer them. Tt is stuck in s old
traditionalist way of operating. There
are no women on the Mationa] Fxeen

tive Comumittes, no [l tine ol ficers,
and only a few wonmen branch
secrefanes. Women can see that the
it does very lirtle to further the in

terests of women st wo,

Az afacks vome fast and Tunous
from the enyployers in the lead up o
privatizsarion both in Loaden
Transport and British Ruil, matcmiry
leave, abortion dghts and 20 op conld
well be seen as o luxury. Weomen
mettibers will continue o Aght fo
rights that muny other undous 1aks for
grantgd. Thereis a long way logo as
can be-showm by this linle jtem which
mcenly uppeared o the 75th An-
niversary edilion of the NUR's
Tranapert Review:

“Lceanmmally the NUR i= stousrd
ol being hehund the times, even sexist,
beciuse of the lnclusion i ite ftle of
Railwaymen, Thets i4 a seralglufor-
wird exgianation for s

“When the ime cane e decidion
i tille fop the the leaders
al the metping orennction decided
they wombd svesd Using ony
the new title whic h wos included o e
tithe ot the existing il unions, Tles

pew |l mio,

word m

wis one fo avord sny suspicion thal
oue union wos ahrothing others

A sprpestion wos that the
new urien shrold be called the*Na-
tional Duion of Ballway Workers
This wits mejected because one of the

rmuede

unrans Wyolved in tie merger was the
Genernl Railway Workers nion
"Finding a litle acceptable 1o all
paries and saleguarding the merger
WAS Fofil i more ampodant 8l the
tmme, than dicurming the wrath of the
Few hundred women then ur member-

-ihl:'l."
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French nurses, sick of seeming 'sweet and devoled’, walked out in their thousands.

‘NEITHER MAIDS, NOR NUNS,
NOR IDIOTS’

In late 1988, France was shaken by a series of massive public sector strikes. To the
fore were health workers, and among them nurses took the lead. ANNE MARIE
GRANGER interviewed a number of nurses who had been active in the strike (which
won many of its demands) including members of the strikers’ national co-ordinating
commiltee. The following extracts from her article (in the French marxist journal
Cahiers du Feminism) show how they felt about their public ‘image’ — as women and
nurses —and how they started to fight it.

“We wuanl recognition” Nadia
maintains, ‘When they say
‘nurses’ people immediately
think of putting on bandages or
washing patieats. They Forget
our three years study, and the
knowledge we have to have...
When (prime minister) Rocard
talked on TY about ‘under-
qualified’ johs and put us ¢n the
same level as prison officers -
well that really stuck in my
throat! We're nol just ‘patient
minders’; oor gualifications
should be recognised.”

In makiing that demand the nurses
are challenging the whole social
image of their job, “The whole image
of the devoted nune, Always ready 1o
zacrifice, thalt™s an image inherited
from the past when nurses were from
rebiplons orders, and practised their
r'u_'uu[nﬂ_il;l“ as o ‘calling” ' replisd
Vulerie: “At mraining =school”, she said
"they prepared s (or this approach of
‘spcrifice” - popeating emlfessly that
hecuuse we had an occopatinn we

lovedd, we would bave to give all our
time to 1t — not work tooset hoars,

Workers like any
others...

That is just what the nurses don’t
wanlany more, "Smff “vocation” and
“dedication”, we are nurses!” said the
hadye of the strike co-ordinabion.

"I in the wame of these shstrae-
noms like ‘calling’ and *vocation’ that
nurses mre always exploited and
under-paid says Nadia, “Because we
help sulfenng people they insist on the
title ‘voocation'; they sy 10 us “your
eward 15 tn save lives'. Well, we
agree, bul saving livesdocsn't give us
anything 10 eut! Using the excuase thal
we dooa fsocial” pob, pay is considered
unim portant,

‘It*s true that we di the job with the
aim of helping people, bul it’s neces-
qury [0 be realisic: We are like other
people, we also work for financial
reasons — by Live, We don’t want the
auranl being “salnts”, We wanbour jobs
i be comsidersd as lmportant as othes
Jobs whach nvolve tmining. We wanl
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10 he on the same level -az other
people,’

frene, for he par, talked sboul the
mzlarge inthe profession, "There is the
tdea that we are nol real workers.
That's without doubt becanse we are
wnmen nurses. We inherir two
problems: being women and being
nuerses:

All the traditional banalities about
‘typical women's jobs’ reach their
apex when it comes o nursing. A typl
cal example was the ideas expressed
by male nurses 10 a letter to Le Monde
(25 October 198K). 'I's & woman's
profession because qualities of sym-
pathetic undemstanding ame cssental ]
‘women have mome dexterity’; or
apain ' sick person is in a dependent
aituntion, he expects a cerain mmount
of mothering. Male nurses are there 1o
enable them Lo get past that stage.’

In short, sccording to these
gentlemen (who are in general fech-
nicians, the beiler 1o express ther
*skills') the job of nursing is only an

extension of the *‘matermal [ ion” of

wonen!

We are like
other
people, we
also work
for financial

reasons —

to live.. "
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A lead to E urope: the Manchester nurses’' sirike which triggered the Brilish protest.

*And when it's not the image of
‘mother’ it's the Bip-side — the image
of the ‘ramndy nurse' says Valene,
‘naked under her white coat and who
slegps with all the doctors and interns.
Whichever way it is, nun or whore,

| you're never Tecognized as someone

“...we speak
of a double
work-day for
working
women, but
women on
strike faced

atriple

work-day!”
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qualified like technicians. Penple
think 'femimnine intuition” 17 enoagh
for thas job.” (ld cliches die hard!

But the nurees” movement saried
o give thid old idenlngical clapirap a
goaud belting. Under the slogan of
‘neither maids. nor mins, nor fools’
they demanded the right to dignity and
equality. They wanted an 2nd to being
doclle orderlies, there to simply
bandage wounds; they demanded the
right to think Tt's just as much therr
place as women in a very hisrarchical
umiverse (35 per ¢ent of doctors are
men ) that they are questioning.

In Febmary 1988 on the other side
ol the Channel, British nurses, often
called *angels’ took atrike ackon on a
massive scale, to gain recognition of
their truining and responsibilities.
“Why not do the same over here ton?”
aaid many French nurses.. The result
was the massive March 25 demonatra:
tion, and then the brth of o national
co-nrdination of nurses, That was the
emergence of a movement which
gradually overtumed the miles of the
political game.

A large par of the sirength of the
movement of the nurses and other
medical persnnnel came from the feel-
ing that the stmggle really helonged to
them; the method of organisation
which they adopled (local, regional
and then national co-ordinations,
based on general assemblics in each
hospital, with mandated delegales)
showed the desire to puard and main-
tain their contiol of the stroggle, and
lnvelve the maximum number of
people. This was all Llight years away
from the “days of action” called by the
undon leaderships, without! any con-
sultation with the “hase”

Acbage’ composed, let s nol lorgel,

of B0 or M) percenl wimmen. This ex-
plains some of the specific features of
the streggle. Entering into struggle is
never Lhe same thing for A woman as
[ora man, not hecanze of any biologi-
cel reasong, but becanse i e main for
women ftsnever possible to complete-
ly separate their wording lives from
their ‘private’ lives, Even during
strikes they continue to “carry the
weight of the home on their backs® as
Clande put it. “The nurses’ strike was
work at an emergency cover level; but
it was also the Kids in the hoose in the
evening, the housework and the ron

lng — even if the ‘hushands’ did a bit
more for & while, even if the
housewnrk was left to one side, even
if froeen food and sandwiches con-
stituted our datly Tare’.

Irene emphasised: ‘the women who
mobilised had to gasnme muliuple
tusky: we speak of 3 double wode-day
for working women, bul women on
strike Faced a tiple work-day!

Everyone talked of the constant
tension between their work st the
hnspitals, the general asseniblies and
demonstrations, and their fomily
responsibilities: howeverintersing it
all was, it was still & burden,

‘Forunately,' noter Clande *most
of the men at home lent 5 hand, other-
wise il wonld not have been bearable”
But Sylvic has reservations — “they un-
dersinund, more or less.” She says they
dccepted it well at the beginning, bt
after a month of the strike began to
find it a it ton much,...

However, Lhere are Ihose who
regret *not being able lodo all that they
could to support the strike becanse of
the children’. And there were those
who disentangied themselves from
family commitments to immerse
themselves in the mavement. bul
found that part of themselves felt guil-

Like Marie-Francoise: 'l neglected
my daughter dunng the stnke: T didn 't
think any more abhout her homew sk |
pushed her aside when [oould; she g

insomniz, # terible sore thmat, evey
bois ..." Or Like Irene: ‘1 felr emnp
mmusly guilty, not towards my hus
band, but towards my kids, Imagine
what it's like for a four year-old whao
12 eloge 1o hig mother Lo hove her sud
denly removed and mepliced. .. with
the telly!”

The hurdens of these probleme ex-
plain the sttention given froms the st
to the collective omganisation of the
struggle. In many places they ired tn
rotale and collectivies responsibililies
wis thal oo ope had alf the borden, They
tried to hold meetings al 2pm 1o max-
imize the nnmber of women wlis
could come. They even tried to adopt
formz of stmgele which mean tha
they could brng their children — for
example when they sccupied the of-
fice of the director of the hospital ul
Agen!

A breath of fresh air

Itis possibleio give lots of differ=n|
examples. All the women we inter-
viewed sud thal duning the weeks of
the sinke they did things wluch they
didn’t helicve they were capable af,
These ure expedences they won't for-
gel, long-term gains for the move-
ment.

They talked as well aboul how the
dtrugple had changed dungs [or them
al a personal level; that 'total
disconnection’ with theirnomal daily
myatine — like ‘a breath of fresh air’ —
the discovery of solidarity among
women, the pleasnre of belng
together: 'dunng the mmugple there
wat a dilferenl atmaosphere, even be
reeen maany of the girts whin though
they didn't lave much in common’, [
was told,

There were also the changes which
the expericnice provoked belween
couples — there were alot ol collective
dircusgions on thal subject.
Everybody had the same conclusion
wy one way or another: ‘things can
never be the same as they were
before”, With o qualification from
Marie-Francoise: ' Arthe hozpiial ves!
But at home — well, I'm notso-some '

The strugele of the nurses was
nothing less than the cxpression of a
resurpence ol women's struggles, Tts
imporance goes way heyond the
hospitals; it has relevence for all
women. because it directly confronted
the problems faced hy all wordking
women, ezpecially those in the puhlic
sector, Oiher women's stmpples are
likely oo Leaming the lessons of
the mursss" sdmpgles is at the same
time (0 prepare [or futie appor
tunities: The votcome will be decisive
for the construction of a4 women's
mevemeni.

W leave the last word to lsabelle:
"Ourstrupele 1z histone fon e profes
st Perhapaalso for all women, ..
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El Salvador:

FMLN
calls

electoral
bluff

In the last week of January the El Sal-
vador liberation forces of the FMLLN
made an offer which has sparked debate
across the whole couniry.

While refosing to participale in the March
elections bocanze of the inevitable fraopd, the
FMLHN have suggested an aliemative: 1o hold
the election on September 15, Bl Salvador Na-
tional Diay, and for the FMLN lo take part in
thess elections

To make way Tor this to happen the FMLN
has offercd tn accept the result and W campaign
as a part of the Democratic Convergence. 1t has
pledged to respect present mayors if they do not
aid the plans of the army, and to decres a four
day truce and withdrawal from towns and
viliny places so that the election can
gn shead.

In return they are demanding an im-
medinte ceszation of all assasinations,
abdictions and the general repression
againsl popular activity. They want the
armiy and paramilitaries to be confined
to-harmecks for the election day and
play no tole in the elections.

They are demanding the integration
of the Democratic Convérgence info
the Central Blectoral Council and the
formation ol & hmad based Monitoring
Council to muintain order on election
day and coordination of the ntema-
rional oheervers. Tn addition they wani
the establishment of an elecioml code
which woold represent 2 concensus
amang all the parties, and the ex-
clumion ol the US govermment from the
electoral process.

The FMLN communigue srgued
that thisis 'A last effort to avoid the
social explosion (which the FMLN
claims will be 3 product of 2 fmudulent
clection} by providing the elections
with a higher purpose 50 that they con-
tribute i a lasting peace.”

Thie offer has heen made at a time
when US policy lowards El Satvador
seemd 1o be clianging, President Bush
does nof seem so peraonally obsessed
with Central Ansericn as Reagan. Muore
imporiant is that the US budgel deficit
haz to be reduced by the terms of the
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El Salvador: mothers in the capital pray for the return of ‘disappeared’ relatives.

Gram-Rudmen Amendment withowt, for the
moment, mising laxes. Bl Salvador is the US"s
most cosdily intervention after Vietnam and
MNorth Korea

The Bush administration laces problems
with regard to the whole of Latin Amenca. In
the lasl perind the land mass io the south of the
LIS has seen the development of a populist rak-
cal altemative tn the ufing PRI government
party in Mexico, the failore of the US to remove
Memega in Panama and the election of a sell-
procimmed Marxist member of the Workers'
Party to the mayorship of Latin Amenca’s hig-
gesl city, Sao Pauln, in Brazl,

The Bush sdmanistration, althoogh having
apponted 8 noted conservative Lo oversee the

‘Come out and vofe'— the National Guard
help the regime with some canvassing.

Tegion, appears to have been leaning on the
hawks in the Ei Salvadoran amuy aid in the far-
right AREMNA party 1o come Lo 8 more concil-
liatory pessition with the FMLMN,

They hope lo outmanouevre the guerillas
and rebuild s centre right coalition which would
be able lo restrain the public excesses of the the
death squad wing of ARENA while maintain-
ing the legitimacy of the present political and
coonomic Amcture.

The FMLMN oifer haz allowed them to appear
a3 the party of peace and democraey and it has
ondoubledly won the majonity to support thas
position. The response of the amuy, government
and the LIS has been confused and divided.
While in the frst instance, under pressure [rom
the US, the ammy end the Chnstian
Demuocrats had swid there was some-
thing of value in the proposals, both
have since come o the position that the
March elections must go ahead, The
generals have now openly stated that
they are prepared o godt alone withou
the IS if necessary and have
threalened a coup if the elections are
cancefled. For its part the FMLHN has
kepl the ofler open wihilst claiming
that 1ts rejection will lead to an inten-
stficaton of the civil war.

It in clear that the FMLN have mads
gaina from this political nffenzive
agamnst the government and ARENA
Recent npinion polls sugpgest that 36%
will not vedle i e March eledlions,
miaking it increasingly difficulr for the
LIS 1o hold up the electoral process as
an indication of the legitimacy of the
present political system, Thus the
situation has become more polarised
arcond the ARENA “solotion’ to the
problem (total war to climinate the
revolutionares) and the FMLN sofu-
Hon — govermment by the popular
- majority, It is only & matter of Gme
before o final test of strength 1akes
place in El Salvador, the question is

= whether the frandulent elections of

March 9 prove to be the catalyst of
what may be the final offensive againgd
the oligarchy and the amny,

Will MarMahon
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The Philippines:

Plem Covwmndish Heflex

3 1 = ’ 'L..ﬂ |
Hoping for democracy: Aquine supporiers rally in Ja

et

uary 1986,

3 years after the
‘February Revolution’

3 YEARS AGO a combination of a popular uprising and
amilitary coup overthrew the Marcos dictalorship in the
Philippines. The event became known as the February
revolution and brought Corazon Aquino to power. Since
then five military coups from factions of the Armed For-
ces of the Philippines (AFP) have failed.

The govemment has declared total war against the communist led
New Penp!r:'.q Army (NPAY, hut has not been able to wan the wor, The
Mational Democratic Front (NDF), which inchides the SNIPA and the Comn
munigt Party of the Philippines (CPP), may be about to declare the for-
miation of & Provizinnal Revoluionary Govemnmenl. Ar in 1917, the
‘February” revolution could lead ro-an *October’ revobution.

In Febmary 1986 the Philippines became hot newsin the intermation-
al media when millions of people demonstrated, demanding the resigne-
tion of Marcoz. He had called for presidential elections in Fehmary 1986
i the hope that a divided oppos ton would give him an easy victory. Bat
with the support of the Catholic church, the opposition agreed 1o unite
aroumil Aquinn (wath the Nabional Democmatic Fronl and many legal leli
mass orgnnisations cilling ford boyoolt). Conceon Aguineg declared her
vivtory ot enly in the ballot box bur also of the *parliament of the sueet’
Millions of people demonztrated in support of her victory, to pet rid of
Murcos, Marces clamed fie had won the election.

Inside the Anned Forces of the Philippines (AFP the "Refom the
AFP Movement’ (RAM) had been preparing for a coup for a long time:
hul 1l wits the mass movement that triggersd the coup. The US gave their
support 1o Marcos until the last minule, wnd then shiflled ovemight to sup-
port Aquino: They wanted to make sure that the Muncos dictatorship was
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replaced with an acceptable bourgems government and not with
‘narchy’. Both Marcoz and the AFP were of course the croamees of
Asnerican impenialism. But since the Vietnam war and the Nicarguan
revolulion the Amencan govermment had feamed that the best tactic s
uot glways o suppon an Amencan puppet to tie bitter end.

That is how the *February” mvalution became a ueigue combinatinn
of o pnpular uprizing and 4 military coup, o contradiction thas shaped
Philippines polities in the following months. A broad coalition govern-
ment wax eslabliched, partly to give concessions to the mass movement
that had emerged against Murcos. From February to May 1986 gew nights
were de [acto given in the worke s without chunges in the old Marcos
lawes, sonme of the imsttotons from the Marcos era were removed, and 3
lent ol expectations were created amoung the massez, A land relom was
prowmed by the govemmient,

After May 1986 the nght-wing hmapht thess reforma to an end. Tlhe
MmNl progeess ve minsters were sscked, alopg with the neo-Tascist fomer
Defence Minister Jua Ponce Ennle, whi eptesents the extreme night
that ‘wants 0 suppress the mass movement with old Mamos-style
methods

But the 'S and the I'n;lil'lr':ﬁ:l,.' of the AFP 1h1’;||b'rh1 thal the A
governmen! cowld ensute bourgenis stability better thian o mlitary dic-
tatorship. Aquino liad pepular suppon as the G game-head of the * Febeoy
revolution’ and asthe widow of the famons opposition leader, whe was
susasminated in 1983 when be retmed Tom exike

M Aquinn had ne problem winning local and national elecrions,
and with no elections coming up befiome 1992 ahe should be sale in power.
But she only keeps power at the merey of thie amiy. Though she has
defeated five compw From factpone ol the militnry, ahe il s made b
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concessions to the army chiefs. In doing o she has become more and
more unpopular among the millions of workers, peasanis and students
who bronght her to power, The military is essentially unchanged since
the Marcos e, The AFP 1= sl divided by factionalism, but “a military
takenver by any one of the military—civilian fections is a distinct
possibility”, according o Ang Bayan (CPP paper, April 1988),

Economic crisis and poverty

The Philipino economy is in & big crisis, "From 1987 to 1992, the
government expects new loans amounting to $11.5 billion 1o be able to
attain in 1992 the GNP level in 1982, This, on top of the $28 billion
foreign debt. on which the government paid $2.9 billion in 1987. Debt
payments were equivalent to 8.7 percent of the GNP and half of expont
camings in 1987, In 1988 debt service ;
payments were estimated o hit $3.03
billion, including $2.1 billion in inter-
eal payments — over three times the
projected bodget deficit. (Ang Bayan
Vol XX, no. 2

President Aguino presented her
government s hudget for 1989 to Con.
gresson July 25, 1988, Cutof the 228.9
hillion pesos (511 billion) bodget
42.2% was allocated to pay of the
country’ s extemal and internal debt (up
from 30% of the 1958 budget). The
1989 budget hos a 22.9 billion pesos
deficit of which 40% will have to come
from further foreign bormowing. Expen-
diture on defence 15 to rse from 9.7 bil-
lion pesos in 1988 to 21.2 hillion in
1989, (Kasama, no 31, p 4).

A confidential World Bank report
has admitted: “There are more poor
people in the Philippines today that at §
any time in recent history, In both a
relative and sbaolute sense, the sima. =5
tion has worsened during the past three
decades.” Acconding tothe World Bank
*ghoul 30 million Filipinos out of thew
country’s 56 million popalation live in £
phsolute poverty, in the sense of having ™
an income that does not enable them Lo
serve basic needs.’ The Philippines has
the highest level of poverty and the
lowest colore consumphion per capila
of ull the ASEAN countries. The World
Bank recommends the doubling of social services spending. (Ibid., p ).

With a foreign debi of 330 billion and with gross domestic product
and exports bath declining 0.5% annuvally and investments declining
13.5% annually hetween 1980-87 the Aquino povernment apposed the
workers' campaign to raise the minimum wage from 70 pesos (£2) per
day 1o 80 pesos (£2.30). Thousands of children die from lack of nulritiom.
With only 2 very limited land reform being discussed in Congress, mass
unemployment and starvation are to continue for millions of people.

/R

avmnafis

contemplates her options.

Human rights violations

*Even when Mrs. Aquino disuantled the Constilntion of Marcos, she
did not repeal many of the repressive laws, including the Labour Codde.
These are Marcos laws, stll with us now. And she has gone on to issue
ber own new pronouncements which amount to-g virtual declaration of
war against labour,

*Take, for example, her speech Lo businessmen on October 20, 1987
when she ordered the military outright to dismantle all existing pickets
and barncades on company premises, Mo less than 30 strikes were dis-
mantled within a few days, .. We zay this i= an undeclared state of martial
law with a libeml (acade. In this US-backed counter-insurgency strategy
of 'low intenisity conflict” the workers are in the first line of fire.” (Crspin
Beltran, chairman of the KMU snion federation, in ntermattomnal Labeur
Report, Summer 1988],
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Whatever next? Aguino after the election

Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU, May 15t Movement) is now the leading
trude union federation in the Philippines with some 700,000 members. In
Avgust and October 1987, the KMU was the driving force behind two
strikex of unprecedented size over gasoline price rises and wape increases.
Crnspmn Beltran or *Ka Bel® became chalmman of the KMU in December
1986 after the murder of his predecessor Rolando Olalia. Almost a mil-
lion people went to Rolanda’s funeral, As with many other murders of
leaders of trade unions and tmass movements Rolando®s munderers were
never prosciied.

Crispin Beltran is also the chairperson of the Philippine Labour Ad-
vizgory Consultative Committee { LACC), which is a council of four of the
five main groupings of Philippine unions representing 50 percent of or-
ganised workers. Bul when President Aguino last year spole at the Inter-
mational Laboor Organisation (ILCH conference in Geneva she brooght
with her the representatives of the
Trade Unioa Congress of the Philip-
pines (TUCP), which was set up by
the Marcos dictatorship,

Most of the killings in the Philip-
pines are done by the *vigilantes® and
the ‘citizens’ ammy” (formerly the
ICHDF and currently the Citizens®
Amed Fore Geographical Unil or
GADPGL, They are armed civilians
co-operating with the army Lo fght
communism, and specifically the
Mew People's Army. The death
sqguads, linked to the army and the
police, suppress any popular opposi-
tion to the govemment. Even homan
rights activists and lawyers are mur-
dered by the vigilantes and the death
squads.

President Ayuino inilially gove
the government's full support to the
vigtlanies, calling them ‘concrete
manifestations of People’s Power’,
Thougl official sanction has been
withdrawn, and the military ordered
to disband such groups, they continue
to operate throoghout the country,

Agcording to homan rghts or-
ganizations in 1987 alone thers were
29 massacres, in which 149 people
were killed; 158 cases of forced
evacuation, affecting nearly 14.000
families; and 54 cases of destruction
of property, including the buming of
514 houses. 7,444 people were detained, most of them later released.
There were 602 cases of torture and 263 persons killed either by
‘salvaging’ {murder by death syuads) or during military operations or
while in detention. (Kasama no 29).

Low Intensity Conllict and the US bases

A lotis ol stake [or the US in the Philippines. With a population aboul
the same size as Britain, the Philippines is a resource for exploitation by
American multinationals, The country’s strategic position became more
important for American imperalism after its defeal in Vietnam, The two
main American bases in the Philippines, Clarke Air Base and Subic Bay
Maval Base, are the largest Amenican military installations ootside the
mainland USA_All thisis threatened should 4 government unsympathetic
to the US come to power in the Philippines.

“Today, Washington is sccking to increase the fighting capability of
the army by greatly increasing the number of American advisors and
agents in the country, by improving the training of officers and soldiers,
by strengthening heavy amis in particular (helicopters, tanks, antillery...)
and by injecting new money into the counter-insumrectionary effort...
Today the Philippines are a living example of the theory of ‘Low Inten-
gity Conflict’. We must nol underestimate the seriousmess nflh:_munlcr—
insurrectionary policics presently being implemented in the archipelago.®
{*The Philippines: First lessons of Lhe revolution” International Marsist
Review, Vol 2, No 4).
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The twomain Anierican bases in the Philippnes employ some 68 000
baseworkers. The Anti-Basea Coalition, campaigning to get rid of both
hazes, has growang support wmong the population. One of the Coalition's
demands is thal no nuclear weapons should be allowed in the conntry. In
February a leaked docoment revealed that President Reagan had
anthorised the deployment of 467 poclear weapens in eight countrics
withoul informing the countries comcemed. (f these, 227 are 1o he
deployed in the Philippines. (Kasama no 28).

The Philippine Senate introduced a
bill on April 25, 19588 to ban nuclear—car
rying warships and aircrafl enlenng
Philippines temitory. For months the US
govemnments and the Aquino government
negotiated on A new base apreement. The
recond Nive-yearly review of the Military
Bases Agreement (MBA} was completed
on October 17, 1988, lncreasing the com-
ponent of US compensation paid for the
bases from S180 million per annum to
£962 million to cover the final two years
of the MBA. But noclear-armed vessels
are still allowed to visit the Philippines.

The Communist Party of
the Philippines

The leading force in the National
Democratic Front (NDF) iz the Com-
munisl Farty (CPP). The CPP have around
A5.000 members and 20-25,000 soldicrs
in the New People’™s Amy (NPA). ILis
leading mass organisations with around 2
million peaple and the NDF has set up
Incal and regional altemnative govemment
bodies in areas whers 11 million peaple
are living. According to documents seized E = . 1_;‘
by the Philippines army during raids in E_ P
Manila the Communist Parly has or- é e
panisations in 823 towns and the popola- €
tion of villages where govermment woops E :
seldom venlure is said o have dsen lo g
771,004 (South, November 1988). The & =
political situation m the country cannnt e
understond without an understanding of
the CPP,

The CPP emerped in 1968 as a split
from the old Philippines Communist Party PEF. It based itself on the new
radical youth from 1968-72, particularly the student mebilizations, The
Cultural Revuolution in China and helped provide political guidelines for
the new CPP. In 1972 President Marcos enflonced marial law and the CPP
launched the armed stropgle. The martial law nearly destroyed the purty
in 1975-77. But the CPP recovered in 1977-80 as the leading opposition
force to the Marcos dictatorship.

In 2 way ot was Marcos’ martial law that umified the coontry and the
opposition. The Philippines, a country of over 7, UX) islands, has strug-
gled for o national identity during its nearly 400 years as a colony, flest
of Spain, then of the US. Under Spain it became a predominantly Cathelic
country {though the muoslim Bangsa Moro people form a large minority
in the southem islands),

In 1889 the Philippines was the first Asian country to Lberate itself
from colonislism, Though the Philippino elite capimbated to the U3 in-
mediately afterwards, armed resistance againg the new colonisers con-
tinued for nearty 11 years. The CPP began to develop a national (as op-
posed to purely regional) polivy for the first fime, But it alzo began to
break its political links to Ching, when Beijing came out in support of LFS
tmoops in the Philippines {to pppose ‘Russian influence '),

Marcos claimed that martial law wax to suppress the growing
nationaligt movement calling for constitutional reform and s an instru-
ment ey modenuse the country: to baild s nation srate founded on modem
capitalism, In reality it led to concentration of political and economic
poweer in the hands of Marmos and his cronies. The worsening economic
crisis and harsh repression led (o an inceease in Uie popular resistance

o
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both legal and iflegal.

The CPP's links with the Chinese Communist Party were funher
weakened when the Beijing and Manila povemments aormialised their
relations in 1975, Chinese aid to the CPF/NPA ceased, although the CPP
was a Maoist party. (The CPP still today claims adherence to Marism-
Leninism-ManZedong Thought), In 1975-76 the CPP sbandoned the no-
tinn of lghting from small-scale guemilla strongholds (almost 8 “foce”
conceplion) in lavour of policy of mobilising the peasantls in ames.

Batiling on regard.l’ess guermas of ma st Peup.'e s Arm_r

Howeverin 1978 the regional leadership of the CPPin Manila broks
the parry’s discipline und participated in elections. The nationsl leader
ship was in favour of a boyeoll. The election in Manils was o Duilune for
the CPP, and the regional leadership was replaced

The 1986 Febmary Revolution came as a total surprise for the CPP
It had never seen such a mass mobilisation, The CPP (especially in
Manila) was running behind the mass mobilization all the tme, not least
in the cull for a gencral strike.

The CPP called for a boyeott of the elections berween Marcos and
Aquino, bul thiz lefi them panly lsolated from the mass movement that
developed around Aguine’s clection campaign. In May 1986 the CPP
made a self-criticism of the boyeott line. Whether the boycolt Tine was
wrong and what revolutionaries should have done in such o smtion have
been widely debated inmide the CPP {and the Fowth Intemational; see In-
temational Marxist Review Winter 1987),

Ii seems that the CPP has decided that it has to fight in all arenas, in-
cluoding the electoral arena. As 2 leading foree in the NDF wnd leading
the NEPA it is not possible for the CFP 1o be a legal party taking part in
clections. A legal left progressive party does exisl. This is the People’s
Farty (PnB) which was officially founded in August 1986 by, smong
others, Jore Mana Joma' Slson, who some ¢lam 15 the fvrmer leader ol
the CPP. "Joma' descrbes (io [erermanona| Viewpoint, Dec. 1986} the
People’s Parry as neither a rival nor s replacement of the CPP, but a pary
with its own political and orgunisational integnity. (Rolapdo Olalla - the
former chair of the KM tede union federation — was, uniil lds assas
sination, also the chair of the People’s Party. The: present chair of the
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KMLI, Crispin Beltran, is the vice-president of the Parido
ng Bayan (the People's Parry) and the president of the
progressive front BAYAN). The People’s Party did nol get
many votes in the pabonal elections, although it dud win
gome reats in local elections.

The New People’s Army and the
National Democratic Front

The New People's Army will celehmle its 20th an-
piversary on March 29 this year, From its original 60
fighters with @ automatic dffes it has grown to 25,000 fall-
time anid part-time guerllas, with 10,500 antomatic rifles.
‘By the end of August 1987, the NPA had equalled the fre-
guency and intensity of military actions launched doring
the final year of Marcos role. In the months of July and
August 1987, more than 600 NPA-inifialed tactical offen-
sives were carried out all over the archipelago — an average
of 10 offensives a day.” (Ralite ng Malayaang Filipinas,
Free Philippines News Service, published by the NDF, Vol
L number 51 4

The MPA is not only operating i the counlryside bt & --. A
right in the capital Manila. The Alex Boncayao Brigade -g’ ,
{nlsn known as the sparrows) is permanently placed in the 558
Mumila-Rizal area, attacking both the ammy and Amencan 'E;E‘
mililary personnel, 5

The Mational Democratic Front (NDF) was Iurmulljrc.j <=
gstahlished on April 24, 1973 on a 10-point propramme. £
This has developed expanded to the prsemt 15 point
programme which seeks to establish a sovereign,
democratic, self-reliant and non-sgligned Philippines. The

Never too young to fight: 2 woman NPA guerrilla visifed

NDF was formed hy 4 organisations: the CP, the NDA. by her baby dauglm'erqu a jungle training camp.

Christians for National Liberation (CNL) and Patriotic Youth (KM). At public criticism of the *socialist countnies”, and supports “peaceful coex-
present the NDF consists of 14 underpround revolutionary mass organisa- istence” even at the same time as il lights arms in hand against Amedean

B imperialism and the "US-Aquinn govemmént .
‘Now we stand al the threshold of establishing the Provisional
Revolutionary Government. NDF structurss or people’s conncils have Solidarity with the Philippine revolution
been set up in about 23% of the 45,000 villages and urban sub-dizmets;
in around B0 of the 1540 municipalities; in all of aur 60 cities; in 63 aul President Aguing with the active support of the Amed Forces and

of 73 provinces.’ (Free Philippines News Service, vol Luo 5. Intheareas  the US lins declared total war against ‘communism’. The repression
where it 12 possible, the land has been redistributed, cooperatives have  jaainstthe mass movements is as hard as in El Salvador end Sooth Africa.
becn estahlished and an alternative education and health system  Tnremmational solidarity is therefore an urgent Lask,
promited. Finn Jensen
Oné of the 14 organisations in the NDF iz the Conhillers People’s
Democratic Front { CPDF), which is an alliance of vanous ethoic groups
EVLI‘;;:,J::;E:::_I:]:Er?;r:;::;T;::;ﬁ:ﬂ;li;;ﬁ:;f:;:ﬁﬁ;:t to in the I"'.I:.jJ.lI_-.pj.u.es and that should be recognised in the solidanty
by known as Igarots). More than 50% of the people suffer from malnutr- WUrk... But 5uhlda.n'r}' should Include all the left organisations and mass
ton, In 1981 the New P("I:IPJ.EIS J‘!LFH'.I}" h:gan Wgﬂﬂi.'ﬂ'jﬂg the CPOF, which |:|1'_I'.';i'?.1u53|30]13 JJ'l.ﬂ'I.E Ph.rllppm:s. There E.T:: alznn .ll'lltl.'l{ FIF_]'H'I'FCHJ‘H or-
now claims mass support in about hall of the one thousand villages in the ganlsations D‘llESld{I" the NDF (such As the Mew Peop _lc 5 _-ﬁ.lhnr_.cr,_whm_-h
Cordilla The Cordilla People's Alliance was established in 1984 and now | the largest multl- sectoral federation of Pprogressive organisations in
has over 120 members organisations and an individeal membership of the II'|I.J.|JPPJJ|¢$'. afso larps united I:n_mn_nns that are =¢t up amund
| 25000, In carly 1988 the CPDF establishied a de facto functioning revolo- specific demands: and the BISIG, which i3 3 legal sociahist organisa-
tionary government al a regivnal level, thoL} ) : )

The NIOF alen supports the legitimate pursuit by organisations of the Trade wions should develop dLE“"" Links with the hMI_'I i the
Rangsa Moo people of their independence. It cooperates with the Moo Pjh.dirl;'f.nf-‘?- The E‘M-[I'T ]_-'“”:f"'ﬂrkcﬁ PR 1'“* heen """F]":'m’g rela
National Liberation Front (MNLF) in the Mindanao region. In early 1088 | Hons withihe HnT.r-h HNLUM. NL'PI:E and NALGD z:nn.-:leiegatmm o the
the MNLF gave the Aquino government a deadline o grant full antonomy F""']'F'F'f"f‘ in | 988, “-'_'“-1 l]"? T_G“" ":' W1I]. f’f“d ane this year, KM r“'-'f-_“
to the 13 Muslim -dominated provinces in Mindanao before resuming it Tf"“"'m“i".'“ also visil Hmiﬂ"_‘ COHSE. FThT'. N'ALG“.' NUPE,
war for 8 separate Morg state. MMLE said it would ask the Organization SOGAT 82 and TGWL have signed letters 1o President Aquina aboat

of the Islumic Conference (OIC) (o support recogmiiom of independence the continuing hnman nghts abuses agmnst trade unionists in the Philip-
hy the United Nations. pines. All six unionz are affiliated tn the Philippne Suppon Grrow,
The NDF also has relations with organisations in at least 25 countries. | Linke to th:.‘ mass organisations can ITIEI._IJ:E" fh.n.wgh the Philtippines
For example pn April 12, 1988 the NDIF and the EMLN of El Salvador -"'“F‘l‘-!*:'r:I Gml;P s mational office, 11 Goodwin EstrreLLn!Jrinr: Pra 3HU.I'
stgmed & jrint sccord in which it was agreed (o ‘conduc) jomn| activilizs IEI'_UL"‘TE 3317 Tl:": PG “J_w produces a newsletior called ham.-.nm *
to generate solidanty for the struggle that our people are carrving oul which gives a lot of relevant information shout the development in the

Likewize, we call on piher iberation movements to onite and Ggh 1S5 |"1|:||.:}~pmi:i ?uld o ﬁg].l'ﬂﬂm.}l work in Brtan, Phil; i
interventionism ' In 1984 the NDF formally established an internatinnal The National Demecratic Front and the Free ppines News Ser
office in the Netheriands. vice can be contacied on: P00 Box 19195, 3501 DD Utecht, The

Metherlands, Tel, 030-3 104 3].

The CTP, the NPA and the NDF arc the dominant force in the oppost-

The CPP has vanons deprees of contact with Communist Parties and ket )
other worker's parties in East and West, including Albania, North Korea, KMU (the trade union federation) can be "—'““_‘“‘-'m'd af: Intermation-
the French Communist Party, the Belgian Labour Parry and the Auztralian ul Depastment. 3rd Floor Topson Bldg, 510, M. Eamshaw Street, Sam-
Commuonist Farty ( Sowth, November |988). The CPP docs nol make any | padoe, Manila, The Philippines.
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Hitler (left] rode to power over a workers movement divide

i A L
s s

d by the seciarian line f the Communist Party; Franeco (right)

took advaniage of the weakness of the popular front and Stalinist murder of revolutionaries.

Not so popular front

The Demoerats’ new strategy document, |

‘Our Different Vision® (2 sort of SLD
' Aims and Values®), got at least onerave
review recently.

*Far more impressive in its intellecnial reach
and gense of Lhe future than anything that the old
Allinnce or the Labour Parly managed o
produce, .Yt has 3 purchase on the real
warld," ... n resl leel for that new waorld, a sense
of what it uight be’.

Mo, not sn excerpt from an SLLI press
release. Mot & sympathetic (Fuardian review,
cither, Thir was Communist Pary (CPGB)
member znd editor of Maraism Today, Martin
Tacques, writing in the Sundiey Trmes.

His: article went on, under the heading
‘Dremncrats’ vizgion puts left in touch with the
real wirld', 1o promote the SLD 'vision” and to
recnmmend to readers an extension of the ‘cross
party” debate promoted by Samizdal and
Uharter 88 in response lo the challenge of
Thaichersm, Jacques” ‘coniclusion” i that the
fesult of all this could be a rerun of the 1945
Lahour revival — or not; enyway. ‘something
very different could emerge...The left iz in 4
state of depresaum, but these could yet fum oul
tabe cxciting times’.

Typically inconclusive. Bur, of course,
thire's a lot more to this than meets the eye. He-
hind all the talk about talks, lies the mor
developed political project frequently put for
ward in the pages of Marxism Today: an elec
toral pact, or governmental coalition of the
centre-left, anti- Thatchenite pargics.

Sor all thas talk s out Lo be not 30 vision-
ary, or even very new, after all. The labou
movement has s2en this belore, somelimes Ui
different guises and in different forms m par-
ticular histoncal and politcal simations. What
it bolls drwn 1o ks what the Comnonist Party
ured to call the pogular fron
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Dirty deals and capitalist
coalitions

From 1935, under the direction of the Conm-
miunist International, donunated by Stalin, com-
munist parties across Europe abandoned their
nltra-sectarian policies of the ‘Third Penod'
{which had divided the powerful German
workers” movement and this opened the door
for Hitler) and switched to an equally disasirous
policy of popular fronts, Faced with the rise of
fuscizm, the Stulinist parties openly advocated,
and actualiy joincd in padizmentary coalitions
riot only with reformist (sl democratic) par-
ties but also with 'democratic’ bourgeois par-
Les,

The results were devastating, Sn wide were
the CP nets thrown, and so rght wing the resull-
ing sttempts at polifical alliances, that they were
froquently denonnced from the 1eft by melommist
leaders, mcloding the Brirish Labour Party
Worae, the policy of the popular front when ap-
plied in practice led the Spanish Stalingsts to
support not the workers but the hourgenls
republic in 1936-20 a5 it supprezsed the sing-

gles of workers and peasanis — and the CF itself
helped camry out and orgamse the systemanc
staughter of Spanish revolulionanes, This un-
holy alliance against the key forces in resisting
Franco's fascist offensive was hased on “unity’
in defence of bourgenis prnvate propery: il
served only to politically (and physically) dis-
amm the worksrs” movement and mnfome
Franco's grp on his predominantly peasant
base, and paved the way [or final defearin 1939

ln Franece, the politics of the Popular Froot
helped defuse a pre-revolutionary situation
1936, and alzo led 1o the defeat of the working
class after two years of intense strugyle as well
g the demise of the popular front government
itself, The popular front pobey began not from
anry taistaken assessment of the specific situs-
tion in westermn Burope, but from & cynical ap-
praisal of the diplomatic interests of the Soviet
hureascracy, szck_mg alhances with the so-
called ‘demociatic’ imperialist govemments,
und riding roughshod over Lhe interests of the
winking clnss,

1t alan fed off the self-seeking interests ol a
developing bureancratic layer leading the e for-
mist rod Stalmist parties and trade unions; they
controlled the apparsius from the top and haid
no desire to see the full force of independent
wuorking class unleashed. They knew that if the
working class wen allowed b0 feel therr owm
strength they might just bool oul thewr pwn
{mis)leaders as well a5 the capitalists,

The same politics of Muoscow-sponsored
class eollaboration domunated the wartime line
of the communist parties in the allied powers,
whn became forempst champions of the
capitalist war-effort, breaking strikes and sup:
portingg afitl union lews. The: mmediate post-
war penod saw an equally pemmicious revival of
popular frontism, with CF ministers conniving
al the imperialist measiures of coalition gover-
ments in Jtaly and France, pnnl capitalist mle
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had heen re-siahilised and the cold war saw
them kicked out, The same bankmpt politics
were central 1o the parliamentarist British Road
ie Seculizm in 1951 and its varous revised edi-
tions ever since, and other CPs have followed
the pattermn of gradually throwing overboard
their histone links to class struggle politics,
leniniam, marxism and even the pretence of &
revolulinnary programme.

The prefemed path of many communist and
reformist pariies over the years has besn to hope
for & short cul to power and respeciability, (o
tum directly to deals with sections of the bour-
geoisie in the popular front. This means yoo lie
down, roll over and hope the bosses tickle your
tummy. They might of course, stamp on you in-
stead. Mor: often than not, they do. The most
brutal reminders of this in the post-war period
brooght the mass slanghter of communist party
members in Indonesia in 1964, and the murder
or torture of thovwsands of socialists and com-
munists after General Pinochet’s coup in Chile
in 1973

All this is not to-argue that evolutionaries
can afford to ignore the fight for fighting allian-
ces with non-revolutionary forces, and posture,
pure, from the sidelines, simply dencuncing the
reflormist or Stalinist leaderships. Many would-
be marxists undoubtedly make that mistake,
sulfening the inevitable fate of all sectarians - as
waorkers' struggles and self confidence prow,
they become increasingly imitating and ir-
relevant.

The prmblem ol how minonty (and often very
small) grotps of revolutionary marxists should
refate 1o and influence the majorty in the
worker's movement {often led by reformists or
stalinists), remains. In advancing workers'
struggles and huilding alternative left currents,
what should the relationship of marxists be o
an often open rank and file but vsually hostile
leaderships in the fight to overthrow
capitalism7

The answer: a revolutionary
approach

Thereisan alternative course, outlined by the
early Congresses of the Communist Intema-
tional and in Leon Trmotsky’s wmibings — and
fought for by more progressve sections of the
marxist lefi: the unrted front.

The theory ix land oul step by step simply and
effectively by Troisky in his capacity as a
central leader of the Comintern when he as-
sessed the political sitoation of France in 1922,
in the amticle On the United Frons, He argues for
the establichment of a clear, class-based party
{in opposition to the reformists and centrists)
and for joint struggles to draw in those workers
still organised by the reformist parties.

He zavs:

“The task of the Communist Party iz to lead
the proletanan revolution. In order to summon
the proletanat for the direct conguest of power
and 1o achieve it the Communist Party must
hase itself on the overwheliming majonty of the
working class. So long as it does not hald this
majority, the party must fight Lo win iL

“The party can achieve this only by remain-
ing an shsolutely independeént organisation
with a clear programme and stnct intemad dis-
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cipline..."

Where revolutionary cuments are not really
parties but relatively small curments without real
mass influence, the problem of united fromt
wowk 18 not poscd in the same way, Where the
marzists are a big enovgh force to command
significant attention, or even make a difference,

[rotsky speaks to the Fourth Congress
of the Cemmunist international.

the united front tactic becomes absolutely cru-
cial, argues Trotsky.

‘If the party embraces one third or one half
of the proletarian vanguard, then the remaining
half or two thirds arc organised by the refor-
mists or centrists. It is perfectly obvious,
however, that even those workers who still sup-
port the relormists and the centrists are vitally
inlerested in maintaining the highest matedal
standards of living and the greatest possible
freedom for stroggle. We must consequently so
devise our tactic as to prevent the Communist
Party, which will on the momow embrace the
entire three-thirds of the working class, from
tuming into - and all the more so, from actual-
ly being - an organizational obstacle in the way
of the current struggle of the pmoletaniat,

‘5ull more, the party must assume the initia-
tive in secoring unity in these currenl struggles,
Only in this way will the party dtaw closer io
those rwo thirds who do not as yet follow s
leadership. who donot as yet trust the party be-
cause they do not understand it",

Trotsky's conception is not one where com-
munists move politically rghtwands to menge
with reformists and the ‘democratic
bourgesisie’, but of lactics which mobilize the
reformist-led workers, and (hus lead them
through their experiences of struggle towards
the marxist prmgramme.

What does this mean in practice? Gelling
down to the specifics, Trotsky continues in o
passapge which, though long, spells out the ap-
proach clearly:

“The circumslances make wholly possible
joint action on a whole number of vital issues
between the workers united in these three
respective organizations (Communist, refor-

mist and centrist) and the nnorganised masses
adherning to them.

The Communis=is, as hias been said, must not
oppose such actions but on the contrary must
aleo assume the initiative for them, precisely for
the reason that the preater is the mass drawn into
the movement, the higher its gelf-confidence
rises, all the more self-confident will that mass
movement be, and all the more resolutely will
it be capable of merching forward, however
modest may be the initial slogans of struggles.
And this means thal the growth of the mass
aspects of the movement tends (o radicalise it,
and creates much more favourable conditions
for the sloguns, methods of struggle, and, in
general, the leading role of the Communist
Party’,

Nothing could be further from the miserable
defeatist dovel chumed oat by today's *Com-
munist Party”, Maraxism Today, and its echo in
the 'new realist’ policy reviews and anti-lefi
wilch-hunis of Kinnock's Labour leadership.
Trotsky's bold assertion of class struggle
methods o win support might almost be a
specific blast against the likes of Brian Gould
end today’s TLIC:

“The reformists dread the revolutionary
potential of the mass movement; their beloved
arena 15 the parliamentary mbune, the trade
nnion bureaux, the arbitration boards, the min-
isterial ante chambers,

*On the contrary, we are, apast from all other
congiderations, interested in dmpging the refor-
mists from their asylums |places of refuge, Ed ]
and placing them alongside oursclves, before
the eyes of the struggling masses. With a cor-
rect factic we stand only Lo gein from this, ...

Marxists, argues Trolsky, therefore belong
not in a cringing front with Liberalz and wet
Tories; but in the thick of cvery smugple,
alongside the best sections of the working class:

"Unity of front consequently presupposes
our readiness, within certain limits and on cer-
tain issues, o comelate in practice our aotiods
with those of reformist organisations, to the ex-
tent to which the latter still express today the
will of imponant sections of the embattled
proletanial’,

Al least, if nothing else, the politics of Mar-
atsm Today are conmistent, If you abandon the
class struggle, the popular front is as good a
fromt as any to hide behind, Thoss who want 1o
fight to defend and advance the working class -
and also to fight as marxists for the leadership
of the masa orgamisations - will look to forma-
tions that provide for 'unily in action” and allow
thiem to retain political and organizational inde-
pendence: the united fmonL

JANE WELLS

Further reading

The first five vears of the Communist International,
Leon Trowky, Volume 2, Mooad. {Ch. 8 - “On the
United Front”)

The Strugple Apainst Fascirm in Cermany Trotsky,
Pathfinder. {espenially Ch. 7 and 14)

Theses, Resolutions and Mandfestos of the Fires Four
Congresses of the Third International, Inklinks,
1980, (p395-397, "The United Front Tactic' and
p.400-40% “appendian - Theses on the United
Fromt')
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Chinese and Vietnamese CPs

Stalinists - or national
communists?

The last issue of Socialise Qutlook
published 2 lengthy reply from Phil
Hearse and Dave Packer to my short let-
ter on the question of what constitutes a
Stalinist party. The debate has been
going on in the Troiskyist movement for
decades, and needs to continue becanse
the world keeps changing (Gorbachey,
Egro-Communism, and so on).

In the debate between Dave/Phil and | there
18 a 1ot of common ground: on the roots for the
growth of the bureaucratic power in the Soviet
Ulnios und other workers” siates; on the necd for
political revolutions in thoss countries o estab
lish a socialist democracy: and on the spread of
the Stelinigt inflvence to Commmunst Periics
across the world and therefore the need tohuild
new revolotionary parties. We also agres that
some of these Communist Parties actually lead
successful revolutions in oppesition to the fine
of the Soviet Union, because these paries
wanted to abolish capitalism in their own
country, but that the majority of the Communist
Parties were and still arc opposed to proletanan
revolutions,

The debate started in the last issue of
Socialist Quilonk is on whether one shonld call
Stalinist those Communist Parties which have
actually faken power or which are actually
trying to do so,

Dave and Phil define Stalinizm this way:

“Stalinism, surely, is that group of move-
ments and parties which are subwrdinaled io the
interests of the burcaucracy of a workers state,
or have their origins in such 2 subordination and
today retain the charactenstic
bureaucratic and manipulative
theories and practices of the
Stalinists.”

Apant [rom the possible con-
fusiom it can toise by defining
Stalinism by the ‘theones and
praciicesol Stalimista” (which dica
not clanfly anything unless you
tdefine whal & Stalmist 17} then the
implications of such 3 definition are guite clear:
Comanunist Parties, whether they are pro-
Soviet, pro-China, pro-Vietmam eic, whether
they are actoally trying 1o abolish cepitalism in
their owin country by revolulionery methods or
oo, are all Stalinists.

The main weakness with Dave and Phil’s
definition ix that it puts into the same category
parties that are fightng to achieve a revolulion
{al least in their own country} and panties which
are willing to do almost everything to avod a
proletarian revolution, In other words it calls
‘Stalinist’ revolutionary as well as counter-
revaluticnary paries.

But in Marxism the question of class power
ig the most lmportant of all yuestions. So
whether a pay is a relommist ora revolutionary
party is of great sipnificance. Acvcording 1o
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counter-revolutiona

Drave and Phil a Stalinist party can be
either reformist or revolutonary, if by
revolutionary party you mean & group of
people who are willing lo overthmw
capitalism by destroying the capitalisi
stade and replace it with a proletarian one.

Dave and Phil try to explain that it is
only under exceptional circumstances
that revolutionary Stalinist parties cun be
found. They mention ‘third world’
countries Tike Yugoslavia and Chinn
where all sections of the national bour-

geoisie refused ‘Lo play the role of 212lin may be dead — but his methods live on.

counter-revolutionary ally in the popular front’
—they did not wanl Lo coll abogate with the Com-
munist Parly in modemizing capitalism.

That has been the case in a lot of countries,
without bringing any change n the class col-
laboration of the Communist Partics. But o
important: you cunnot explain the successiul
revolutions (led by communist parties) in
Chinn, Yugoslavia and Vietnam by the refusal

of the narional bourgenisie "to play the role of

counter-revalutionary ally in the popular front’

How can you explain the Viemamese CP's
sacrifices in 40 years of war hy their inability to
involve the national bourgeoiric in a counter-
revolutionary popular fromt? They could huve
established such a popular front i South Viel-
nam when they ook powerin Saigon (it would
have delighted the national and international
bourgenizie), Bul instead they started building
a workers” state in South Vistniam.

Moo won a bitter faction-fight inside the
Chinese TP in 1935 against thise who wanted
o have & counter-revolulionary popalar front.

“Mao won a bitter faction fight inside
the Chinese CP in 1935 against those

who wanted to have a
OO

(Man also continued Tor diplomatic reasons o
pay lip service to the official Stalin line on
popular fronts, but that i= another matter).

What is impoant fo enderstand is that al-
thesngh all Commumnist Parties coming out of the
Comintern { 3rd International ) tradition bec ame
mfluenced by Stalinist theories and practices,
they did not all become counter-revolulinmary
pirties One has to make a comerele analysis ol
each of them in order o judge whether they are
refommist or revolutionary.

That work has already been done on the U1
in the impenalist countries and the workers"
rtatcs, But there are a lew CPs in the 'third
world” conntries (hke El Salvador. the Philip-
pines amnd South Afnca) that need o be spidicd
wm more detad. The conclusions of soch studies
will obviously huve political conscguences for

ular front.”

onr refations with such parties

Drave and Phil argue that those Commumst
Parnes that have led successful revolutions
have appored evolutions elsewhere in the
world, and have become as buresucratic and
manipulative towards Lthe masses az the Soviet
Ulnion if not more, Lagres. Buot that is not anar-
gument for defining all these partics as Stalinise
We need different definitions for different
categories of parties, simply to avold confusion.

Tf we geserve the term Stalinism tothose sub-
ordinate to the interests of the Soviel
bureaucracy, we could call Maoists all these
suhordinate to the Chinzse hurcancracy. Such
definitions will be independent of what the nf-
ficialideology of those parties may be. The CPs
in these two categories will all be comnver-
revolutiongry, hecause they subordinate their
activities 1o the inlerests of a bureaucracy rather
than to the interesis of the world proletanial. We
camcall thase CPswhich have broken linka with
a foreign bureaucracy, but which stll haye a
reformist line, Eumo Cofimuniste.
1 order to distinguish the above
# reformist partics from the revly-
tippary parties (in ‘third world”
countries) which are engaped ma
strugple to take power, one could
call the larter nabional conuiunists,
The natosal communists do not
have a full programme (or the
iberation of the working class in
the warld { purticalary for o palis-
¢l revalubion in the bureauncratized workers’
states). Their progmmme is often national or
repional. Bul despite their limitations in
programme and tactics (some of them have
rather advanced tactics) we should develop
comeadely contacts with such revoluionnres,

Some of them might become counter-
revolutionary parties once they have achicved
powel, s we have: seep i Clane, Yogoslavia
et We can do nur best 10 avoid such a process
by getting wvolved in salidarity werk Loday
with the yevolutinnary ‘struggles in thoss
counbnes: Just 1|{.'!'Inllﬂ(tj|bg Hiese nmtronal ¢ om-
nsunists as petty-heoggeo s nalionalists woll not
bo of wny help and will ooly place os o the
srdebines.

Fian Jensen
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R R R R R
New feminist literature

Reviewed by
Judith Arkwright

FEMINIST LITERATURE
bas profiferated over the last
ten years with publishers like
Virago, Women's Press and
Sheba at the belm. Now
Virago and Women's Press
have established Upstarts
and Livewire respectively,
consisting of literalure aimed
specifically at young women,

Recent publications by and
{or women include:

Non fiction

The BBC seres Cut of the
Dails Howse was accompanied
by a booklet containing @ lot of
interosting soumce material which
is now on sale at £6.95, The
anthor is Angela Holdsworth.

In her book, From mangle ro
mitcroweave, Christina
Haordymenl dlso takes a
historical Iook, this tme at the

changes in the gature of
housework. Published by Polity
Press at £16.50

In Peggy Deery, shonly to be
published by Virago, Nell
MeCafferty looks at one
wenman's hfe in wartime in
Morthem lreland and her very
special contmbotionto the
strupple for Lrish freedom.

Tiex of Binad in enother
political biography, by Gillian
Slovn, published by Michael
Jogeph. Looking through the
eyes of the other daughter from
the one many have seen in the
film Werld Apary, it cxpands the
story of the lamily of Ruth Firai
and Joe Slovao.

Another fascinating read is 4
Weoman, Anne Delbee’s
biography of Camille Claudel,
sculptress and, unforunately for
lher, Rodin's lover. Once you
have read this book you can seo
the film, also just out.

Loversand Comrades is a
book of women's poetry from
Central Amernca, tranalated by
Amanda Hopkinson and

published by Women's Press.
And in a forthooming
publication by Virago, Latin
Amencan wivnen in oxile ralk
about their lives and struggles in
You can't drown rhe fire,

Mary Helen Washington
explones the works and worlds
of Black women wrters in
fnherited Lives aiso published by
Virago al £8. 50,

U a different topic altngether
Faber have just published an
anitholugy of embc writing by
women, with contributions from
Murgaret Atwood, Toni
Mormizon, Edna O'Brien and
others, entitled Dieep down-New
sensial writing by wonien and
edited by Laura Chester;

Fiction

Cat Eye h;f Margaret Arwood
avthor of Edrbie Woman and The
Handmaid s Tale has just been
published by Virago.

A new novel by feminist Pat
Barker entitied The man whe

wasn'§ there and published b
Virago shonld be a good m.}

Her beat selling novel Union
Alreetis just aboul 1o be released
as a film, starring Robert de Niro
and Jane Fonda.

fohn Dollar by Mananne
Wiggins and published by
Secker and Warburg is,
aeceording to the enthor a kind of
‘lemale Lovd of the Flies”

For sci-fi lovers, Women's
I'ress wre about to publish
collection of stenes by Joanna
Buss, The fiidden Side of the
Moon,

CGrerman author Christa Wooll
iz becomung popular over here
and her lateal work, Accident, o
day's news is lo be published by
Vimgo at £5.99, out in Apnl.

Audre Lorde’s latest nowvel is
publiched over here by Sheba at
£4.95 and entitled A burst of
fight.

Soviet author Tatvana
Tolstaya (yea she is related 1o
Tolstoy) iscoming lo Britain for
the launch of her novel 0w
Golden Porch, to be published
by Vimgno in May.

And there are lots, ol more,

A green crop of slogans

Ecology and Socialism
Martin Ryle

(Radlus, £5.95)

The Coming of the
Greens

Jonathan Porrit and
David Winner
(Fontana, £4.95)

Reviewed by
JOHN MULLINGS

The Coming of the Greens 15
ot a religious reference or a
special Hite report on the
sexuality of the Groen Party
bul a mipne of information on
the influence of the green
movement hroughout British
anciety,

Some of thia claimed
influence is mther exagge rated
{such as the inclusion of the
Roval Society for the Pretection
of Birds and the Mational
Trust?); but thig is linked to
another weakness — the
i-politica] nature of the book. Tt
i strrnge, for example, that the
Cirzen Parly s oppasition Lo
MNATO 1z not mentioped n the
book.

In most cases this g the result
of the influence of the Genman
preens, which in fum reflects the
alienation of Gemman youtly from
traditional party politics (which

in Germany has little to do with
radical moveinents of any kind).
Luckily, despite different strands
ol thought in the green
movement, Winner and Porrit
ure nol al all hnstile to open
debate, They are however, quite
hopeleas on the
presenting completely unsermous
enciclogical mbbish in place of
any real analysis.

The picture presented of the
greens is one of a movement
commitied Lo *small is beaotiful,
However they wers chviously

leased by a |-}m't demonstration
ietd hetween CND and Friends
of the Barth against nuclear
power and nuclear weapons oo
the first anniversary of the
Chemubyl disusier m Aprl
1987, This was not so-small: it
mobilised 50,000 people,
Imitiatives such as this are the
zort of thing the left should
propase and mippaort

e main obstacle to more

such joint initiatives is the
opposition antong seme Green
Pary members o organisabion.
Oine wonders how the Green
Party ever got sel up i the testh
af thiz opposition, Whether they
like it ar not, there has 1o be
some nrganisation if any form of
evo-sacialist priject i ever Lo be
camed out and in any way
democratic.

In a book entitled Frology
and Sociaiizm, one wonld expect
tus D s esplanation of the
programme of the Green Pany
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uestion of clags,

and the strands of political
thought on the issue in the
Labour Party, if not a dizcussion
an the idenlngy of marzism and
the socialist g of the green
movernenl.

Instead this book olfers an

rpn.LI.Ln g example of

oganising. Martin Hyle
frequently uses phrases such as
‘anti-capitalist allomative’ and
*parochial and regressive
localism” without really
explaining what he means. This
makes the book extremely
diffcult to read, leaving the
reader exasperated aof the ose of
tevminology.

Otther pspects of the bk are
not much better. Ryle sees
wirkers owning cars, videos and
washing machines ara problem
for thote seeking to win them tn
& brand of radical socialism
wlich must take into account the
preservation of the countryside.

He does not answer which
rlass is golng 1o have to
miplement a radival eco-socialisi
programme, which would have
to include the nationali=ation of
industry and the financial
ingitutions, Only this can make
posmble the re-siructuning of the
economy tn enahle workers to
miake socilly uselul products
(such as kidney machines) and
reopen closed pits o produce
pewer for consumer tse.

The reason for Byle's
shograiising is that he is shack in
the hourgenis demincratic

tradition. He mises issues but
does not develop them,
apparently Tufling to onderstand
that it is the profit metive which
maukes hig companics move into
areas that have not been
developed and destroy the
environment

The closest Ryle gets to o
critigque of the problem of the
state is not where we might
expect it {in the ssctlion on the
sinder) but in refercoces to what
he calls the *formal cconomy”
(for which read “finance capiiul’.
He ends up saying thal people
will be willing to pay more
through laxes to develop
ecological programmes such as
the retro-fitting of coal burning
power stalions Lo cuf weid
cmiszions. So what need is there
for sncialist snlutions if the
bourgems state, thrmough the rule
of law and the govemnment, can
enforce ecology programmes?
Mever mind the class issues, all
that weould be nesded are lugh
enough taxes, and laws (o
combat envitonmental damage,

Eroloay and Socialism iz an
annoying bonk becauss some
parts mise issoes thot showld be
extended — for example on
refl-management - and then
gtops on precisely how and
through what agency socialist
policics are going o be
implemented.
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Political
urban

cowboy
For Queen and Country
Film, starring Denzil
Washington

Reviewed by
Barbara Green

THE FILM tells the story of a
young black man from South
London who has had a
‘mis-spent’ youth and joins
the British Amy. He serves
in the Notth of Treland and
the Falklands.

After eight years service he
leaves becanse he is consistently
refused promodion, The st of
the film concentrates on the
problems he has when he retums
to his mn down council estate.

The film’s message irclear:
the British impenalisl stute s
guite happy to use black and
working class people as cannon
fodder hut deserts them after
they ' ve served their purpose. Not
such o new theme, bt what
nsakes this film stightly different
is thal if trys (o deal wath thisin
the context of urban nnrest, It
brings in a Broadwater Farm
type siteation which all the main
characters are eventually
mvalved .

It iz difficult for me to review
this film because although [ had
assumed that Twould enjoy it,
did not. My complaint is pot
about the meszage, but about the
technigue, The film iz quite long,
itis very shod on dialogue. |
suspect this is because the man
character who is supposed to be
from South London isin fact:an
American selor called Denzel
Washington of Biko and St
Elsewhere fame, and his accent
is appalling. Unfortunately these
things matter, particularly if you
comme from South London —
contrary to the image in the film
nnt everyone fmm these paris
preets each other with guaint
lirtle ditties like “T'm ducking
and diving — lucking and
akiving"!

The director and co-writer,
Martin Stellman says he thinks
the film is an urban westemn,
dwelling on men with violen
pasta trying io hang up their guns
andl setile down and then
renlising that this is not possible
and ending np even more violent.

So if you fancy seeing an
urban westem with politics this
15 Lhee film [or you — olherwise
'y not sure it"s worth the effor,

Serry!
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POWER IN THE
ISTHMUS: Political
History of Modermn
Central America
James Dunkerley,
i\remu 1988

Reviewed by
\Maria Astorga

JAMES DUNKERLEY'S
book is undoubtedly the
milesione that its cover
promises. Tt ¢ould become
|esmntinl reading for anyone
inferesied in the politics of
e region were it not for its

unpopilar price of £29.95
which puts it beyond reach
for the many.

The first part looks at the
whale of Cenlm! America — its
hmmy since the 1821

ence from Spain and
il:H: armuation of a liberal regime
e the present crisis and
intervention of LIS impenalism,

It showes that the ideal of a
united single nalion was never
achioved, as there were no
changes in the digtdbution of
wealth and therefore no struggle
for & nation. A clugter of city
stntes calling themeelves
|republics, in the shadow of
Guatemalan hegemony and an
moreasing subondination fo the
“demands of prodiction for an
intemalional markcet organised
o the logic of cepitalisn’

the fuiure.

e capritalisation of
sgriculture was not paralleled by
nry industrialisation which
wiitld have formied & unified and
larpe proletariat; leading o
“ureven and combined
development” oy Dhnkerley
recognises. Capitalist agriculiure
sturted with coffee in Costa Rica
in the 1830 and wias tn produce
{similar one crop economies in
[a.ll counines, leading them Inter

Unity and diversity

tu be nicknamed hanana
republics.

Esch country has ifs

that explain the
particular formation of the
elites, the role of the military
the emergence of revolutionary
Bt ol SR Tm""

s v
to encapsulate this process. He
alan intrduces the theme of
rupture and continnity, insiating
on two perods of mptores that
influenced the present sitmation:
mﬂ% und 1979-R2. This

peniod saw the of
the Nicaragunn NWT
changes in the govemments of
other countries, the *hnml
offensive’ und defest of the
FMLH in El Salvador, the wave
of repression in Guatemala, that
is reactions by ruling classes and
revolutivnades (o the inpract of
the successful Sandinizmeo.

Thils hook was compleled in
987 and so does ol cover'the
mosl recent developments with
thetr incressingly rapid pace
which might indicate & new
pennd of Tuptune in Centeal
America Nicaragiia is totslly
sufTocated cconomically (the
latest inflation figor ached
36,000%), Bl Salvador is on the
verge of clogtions in which the
potl!n&h:mnn hetwesn l‘h:!lnFl\l[[H
und the extreme-right wing.
ARENA will L'Dl':fi a h'f;s,nd!
Thers ixa mmilar polarisation in
Gustemala betwesn the most
right-wing Taction of the ammy
and the popular movement on
the rise. Even Honduras does not
remain immune to the conflict
having inherited a foreipn army
of uncontmiled mercenanes with
the military defeat of the contras.

The second part of Power in
thie Isthmuy anal cach of the
five countries (Nicaragun, El
Salvador, Goatemala, Hondirms
and Cusin Rica) op 1o 1287, A
short review cannol do justiee (o
the sbundance of matedal and
ideas detailed m the hook.

On Nicarapua for sxumple,
there is a Jong analysis of the

iticel snd economic
lexities of the country
the author to stafe that
'Micaragua I= not 4 worker”
slule since & conzidernble pontion
nfthnmumyrﬂnnhulnh

mlﬁp::::] e pmu:u.l

with a ltng analysis of the
vannus clements of this position.
It makes compuisive roading but
does not .l.l‘.ll!lTI'F to provide sny
charcterisation of the
Micaraguan salc, using the
1 term of Sundinismo.
This position is close fo that of
Carlos Vilas, from whom many
statislics wre taken, but might not
help to clarily the debate among
the lefL n the very valuable
description of the economic
lactors, the role played by Uie
cofitra war 8 somehow
ondercstimated. Thinis
regreltable becaiise the
economic impact of the waris
one of the key elements in
understanding Nicaragoa’s:
present situation and the LIS
PUl-“?!l' To dowmplny it con give
support to those who tend 1o
hlnrm: Samalimints
nt ax the main
c-au:u for this disastrons stale of
affairs,

The same in-depih analysis of
Lhe political compuoncnis and
ewvolotion of the nther countries
provides the readers with s I
wealth of infemiation and a
verve reminiscent of (e mithor's
previous books on El Salvador
(The Long War) and on Balivia
(Rebellion in the Vainx),

Oiven the density of the
information, the myriad ufun::
refemences demonstatin
emdmnr]r mastery ﬂm
subject, the academic bt elepant
siyle, there is no sense of
repetition i the 661 pages that
inciude fascinatling (ootnotes,
F-:m'sr:; i:::d.fﬂhmmr isnnt an
EaEy Im a
ST o e stpores
gifuation io be able to be fully
appreciated. It iz a pnique
political synthesis.

Heavy on Stalinism, light on answers

Perestraika Annual
Ed Abel Aganbegyan
{Futura, £9.99,

346 pages)

Reviewed by FINN
JENSEN

ROBERT MAXWELL has
Liaken e snitiative n
publizshing vearbooks
charting the progress of
pemsirmkiain the Soviel

Tmion. They will be edited

by Professor Al
Aganbegyvan. a close ally of
Soviet President Mikhail
Giorbachey,

The firs Perestrotke Anmgrf
wiis publizhed at the end of TURHR
and conlaimns |2 cesavs by
i alisrs, eootumesls, artdEts,
snCin]ngists, spoits personalitica
agrd clreh leaders Allhemph all
of them fully suppont
Liorbachey s nelomm programime,
the twelve apthogs do il have 8
tuifirm view of events.

The opening chapler, i
"Whio"s Who ol Peresimiks”,

deacribes 16 vuls mdln-:r mich,
hut not ooe o ! [ri{J;l:lJ.HI'Il\-
une ol the twelve contribuiom tn
the volume is a worman; not
surprisingly tee lilserution of
Soviel women 12 pof et oied
i the book as @ special task fog
pemestroika, thaigh there s much
about the liberation of the penple
as a whole, Algoomulled 5 the
issue of gay anid Jeshinn dphls,
while the vexed =2ue of the
pabonal geesnon ol tie
ennflicts between natinnalities
wilhim the USSR 14 mentioned
rly in passiing, with nn
sulutions propoded otlier ian
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S Shooting  m—

Weapon of
War

Mapantsula
A fitm by Oliver Schmitz
and Thomas Mogotiane

Review by David Grant

There 15 something
deliciously sedoctive about
enjoying the fruits of a
secretive, subversive Tabour,

When the resulting product is
both challenging and compelling
lhl: experience is pleasurable

. Such is !h? appenl of
Mmmml:r shot directly nnder
the ever-watchlul, slthough in
this case seemingly not very
alert, eves of the South Alfncan
police stute, The film makers
pretended to the authorities that
they were making an ordinary
gangster movie. In reality, the
film i= a cotique of, and an
altaik, on apartheid.
Refreshingly, its subject matter
is the inter relaticnship between
the black working class and
lumpen Ernlcl.anal highlighting
the use 1 el miale makes
of the 1’1ttﬂ to contain the power
of the former.

The fowcirs hene is most
definately black. And high time
toa! Cry Freedom lell
distinetly Liberal taste in the
miouth. Were we really supposed
to take serionsly the
transformation of Steve Biko
into a latterday Chrst figure,
wanderitg tHuough grdens,
relating the reachings of
{peaceful, what else 11} black
conciousness; sermon-like, 1o an
apen-motthed, white liberal 7
Srill what can we expect from a
film director prepared to kneel
hefore the monarchy?

Dot hem is Panic, & small

time petty cominal frem Sowel.

Through 4 circuitons route,
which ends in his incarcemtion,
he comes into contact with the
tommship ‘comeades’ and the

J..r?

trade yons. A well structured
usze of flash bock Lkes us
through Panic’s joumey towands
understamding . His ianlaled,
marginal and subjective
rebellion 1 contrasted to that of
his paliticised cell mates, They
enjoy a profound solldanty that
empowers them even in the face
of Imprisonment and toriue
The paots may be full, bot they
are also filled with singing and
defiance. One of the ‘comrades’
vbserves that lile n s prison cell
i not thal much diflferent (o life
in the Sowetan townslip
Inideed, it has advantages! "Al
lzagt we don™t have to worry
about being arrested’, he shouts
at a warden,

Mapanrsida shares commion
ground with Pontecorve’s The
Ratile for Algiers the
politicisation and levolc
transformation of the petry
thieffeentrd character: the
refusal to simplify and
sterootype so that even the white
policemanfrorures k= & chameter
with some complexily: the
mmiages of the masses moving
it action as & peliticised lome
rather than & mob. Dirsclor
(Miver Schmitr and lead actor
{abso cimwniter ) Thomas
Migotlane, however, deliver
ther film i a more restramed
less epic mnner. Mapgeatsufais
a major contribotion, through

will never

Reality as fiction — rhe pecple of Sowelo as Ihsmsai vesin Mapamsufa

film, to agserting the centrality
of the hlack working class to the
slruggle against apartheid, It
wrests the imagery of this
stugple away from the news
orgamsations and the
mainstream filn industry whose
tibemal, so called balanced,
ideclugival viewpnoint has, up
untl now, gone unchallenged,
Muapantsula states that there is
another way nf seeing these
same piclures, The film's

militant stance invests images
we are used to sceing with a new
content, mving them a
suhversive, dangenous twist

The Tact that it was filmed in
riich an audacious manner, in the
very heart of the beast, adds
msch to the pleasure of this
cxcellent film which, i the beat
traditions of rrpp-usnmn:tl fiim
making, 5 both wodk of art and
weapon of war.

Don't Panic! Its only Themas Mogotiane as the
Mapanisula {wide boy) of the litle checking his wedge.

‘going back to the Leninist
conception of pabonalities”.

The Anneal does describe and
diseuss many fundamental
changes in different areas of
Soviel snciety. All twelve
author see perestrmika oo a
response to the Brezhnew years,
the “penod of stagnatinn’
Throoghout the book the
criticism nf this period of
political, social, culturs) and
ecoome Sagnation is sevens,
and o the descriptive level is
nearly as harsh as o Trotskyist
critigue.

Hivwever whal is lacking is
any understanding of the rocts of
stagrmtion and Stahnism. Too

often the explanation is rduced
io blaming "bad leaders™ or the
cult of persunality, Note of the
twelve contmbitors mentions the
Fight wiged spainsl Stalinism by
Tretsky and the Left Opposition
i the 1920 and 1930s, thrmagh
Aganbegyun it least has vertainly
rend Trotsky, World politics. tos,
are [meuded very superficially,
arging vaguely that *political
syatems will have 1o leam 1o live
logether 1if mankind is 10
snrvive”, bot offering no andyas
of the eeononc system s wlich
undetlie the political systems, or
the class sugple

The supporiers of peresirotka
will have to challenge its
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opponents insde the TISSE. Cne
of the cssays isentitled Friends
wr Foes? Socigl forces working
Jovand agarnal perestrotka
Tatyana L Zaslavakaya, a
sociologist, opeénly admits that
‘executives of the apparatus are
prhubly the staunchest agente of
the ideology of the stagnation
penod. Conservatives stll
conslilale a majonty in the
Apparatus’

She writes that éven among
the lvw ared omler agencies there
i5 an “influential and dangens
mufia of arganizsed crime’. In
sirder Lo deleal theee fomces 8
‘radical denrocritic revolution” is
nesded;

'Is any revalulionary
tran=formation of society
pirisible wathout conaderahle
rocinl struggleT Cenainly not,

It i= obyions that even the
present G?LHY nioves towards
revolufion are giving nse to
eRtensive social gmgple’,

It 18 wrong tn call perestotka
a ‘revelution’, singe it docs nol
atm to abolish the polibcal
power of the ruling burestiercy
and replace it with a guraliﬁt
socialist democracy, Bot the real
guestion i3 whether Gorhachev's
supporters will be able to contml
the “exlensive social stiuggles’
that are yet tn come?
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What sort of history?

| read Jane Kelly's
review of Chifl and
Gluckstein's book in 50
12 with some
amusement. Il the book
had avoided drawing
poltical conclusions
appropriate to the SWP's
practice, it would have
been criticised instead for
being too abstract. But
the review also mises the
more serous question of
what sort of history
revolulionaries should
wille,

Mo doubt we could all
agree that revolutionaries
should produce history
books that have as their
‘starting point the
interests of the working
clase’. But in fact, the
drift of Kelly's review is
that we should not make
specific sugpestions as to
what should be done.
Yet. T would argue, muost
of the best Marxist
histories do in fact do
this:

Trotsky s “History of
the Russinn Revolotion”
is certainly & general
histary, but iis purpose,
directly polibical, was to
reassett the revolationary
process in a period where
Stalin and social
democracy had almost
obliterated its memory.
E.P. Thompson's “The
Making of the English
Working Class" is not
Just & genersl history, but
has the concrete effect of
furthering his owm
socialist humanist
political position,
Finally, John Foster's
‘Class Struggle and the
Industrial Revolution
deals with the history of
class politics in Oldham
in the first half of the
nineteenth century, But
the methndolngy and
analytical categnries uaed
are clearly drawn from,
and designed 1o
remfnree, Stalingst
polifics,

Should we find this
surprising? [ wounld
suggest not. [t js, after
all, the mling class whe
think it is possible o
write neutral history,
altheit “naturally’ from
their world view, Marxist
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history, on the other
hand, examines the past
in order Lo suggest ways
of changing the present,
Cliff and Gluckstein's
book more than passes
thiz test, even if the
reviewer is tnheppy
aboul the specfic changes
suppested.

Ketth Flett
Tottenhzm.

Thatcher's active
base

The debates which have
opened m the Tnst few
issues of 50 are not
about whether the way
forward 5 Marxzom
Today-style defeatism;
nor are they really about
how one is Lo
chamctense Thatchensm,
They are shont the
halance of class foroes
and the rasks facing those
who claim 1o be
revolutionury marisle.

Phil Hearse s suber
arsesment of Thatcher’ s
progress owards the
strong state (S0 11) was
a refreshing depamure
[rom the tendency of
some mn the leit to focus
on the supposed
weakness nf her
goverument il only the
working class had &
decent leadership’.

The Thatchentes have
always sought to build up
an artive popular base
for their strategy, 2etting
in motion the nouveau
nche, enlemprise-oncnted
clements who have found
reats on the gravy frain
and increasingly populate
the pivotal johs m our
society — the
management levels in
mapufacturing and
service indusimes,
education, health, social
services, and 5o on. The
destniction of the public
sector i3 helping ro build
this profit-secking, ruling
class- supporting cadre.

These people represent
8 mass baze of a sort and
in A real sepse are part of
a mohilisation — againsl
the left conservative,
Liberal and social
demnoratic Morees who
uzed 1o dominare at |eus
in the public ssctor. In

their new pombons of
power they are let loose
on all aspects of working
class intcrests,

With reactionary
idealngy also finding
support in sections of the
traditional working class,
there is significant social
weight behind the atiack
on our basic Aghls. The
Conservative Party has
been tanstormed by
these layers; the
pretensions of social
democracy severely
punctured, and the
alalinisl bureancracies
given much fond for
thought. Whatever it is, it
is not 'business as usoal’.

As Phil mays, this is
nied & lascist mobilisation;
but 1t wouold be wrong in
dimmiss the fascist threat.
There i= a growing
underciazs of the
dispossessed and
despainng: Grinding
poverty and dizillugion
cannol breed 1o po effect
indefimitely. On the
wastelands of g oity
estales, the fuscists can
move with an eaze the
Thatchente yupme
cannat. If we on the
socinlist left do nol seck
and find a road to the
dispossessed, then the
“Ieft” Farcizts will, and
therefore can play a
aseful supplementary
role in the ruling class
offensive.

I'hil is right on the
need todevelop the
widest pussihle support
for democraliv rghts. In
the past we have shied
away from allisnces wilh
non-working class
forces, but we have also
avoided taking
responstbility for fghting
abuses of democratic
rightz ourselves, such as
the Bimuinghsm Six and
Gugldford Four
campaipns, where Chuis
Mullin, Robent Kee and
church leaders have
taken the lead. Shoaldn't
we be making a pronty
aif the Broadwater Farm
Three cuse?

Clearly wie must
vignromsly fight to
defend every inch of
democratic vighils, and
ot enly criterion for
alliances must b

agreement on the issue in
hand - ‘Free the
Guildford Four®,
*Maintain the nghl to
silence”, and so on.

What ig more, on
ismues which arise within
the labour movement we
myist be inlenested
encugh to hove
developed a view in
wdvance of the Labour
right’s imtiatives. We
were lefl unprepared and
wrong-footed over one
PerROn one vole, we are
only now beginning to
tackle the block vote: and
we must orgently discuss
proportional
represeniation.

No doubt some
sectarians will be busily
misinterpreting Mhil’s
formulas as ineipient
‘popular frontizm”’, This
i not how [read his
proposals at all, bt [ do
fesl his views would
liave been less open to
misundersianding if he
lrad Nestied them oot
somewliat. He does of
course emphasise the
*political independence
of the workers”
mavement, Clearly has
use of the tenm
‘semi-bonapartism” has
confused the issus, but
the real point must not be
laat: real steps are being
laken against our
democratic libertics, thus
weakening our ahility to
regisf the genem|
onslaught.

What Phil Failz 1o do is
address the relationship
between Lhe light Lo
defend demmocratic nghts
and the socialest
programme. Such a
programme nesids (o bo
developed urgently if we
are to challenge the
succezzes of the
Thatcherites. Duve
Packer's article in S0 10
on “The Transitional
Programme —a
programme for our
times” should mark the
start of such o pmeess

Let's make T98Y the
year in which we begin
sericusly todevelop a

werkers” ileratiod
plan o sve Hie worhl
Kalth White,
Coverniry

Fighting ‘state
capitalist' theory

There was a t¥ping ermr
in my letter in last
month’s SO {Nao 12).
Instead of reading that a
nurmnber of us fought a3
an opposition for a
‘deformist” posibion in
the International
Socialists/SWP against
Tony CHIT, it should
have read *defencizt’.

Thi= means “defencist’
of the gains of the
Oviober 1917
Revolution. We sawa
basic contradiction in the
IS/5WP's utate
capitalist” view, Whereas
mnarchists and others
who hold a 'state
capitalist” view of the
LISSR deny that the
Russian Revolution was
a workers” revolotion,
the ClifTites do suppont
1917,

The queation then
arises: if the working
class took power in 1917,
when precisely did the
counter-revolution take
place, since the
capitallsts {or
hureancrats, i yousee
thiem as a class) would
need Lo Lake power al
some ohvipus point in
history, The altemalive,
an Trotsky points oul,
would be a gradual
reformist relum from
working cluss power fo
capitalism — & type of
Fabianism in reverse
which 15 contrary to
munrxismmn.

Ohir argument wis
then that "delencism was
the key issue, since the
Russian Revalotion was
a step forward for the
mtemations! working
class, it must be defended
agminst imperialism —
whether you call it a
degensrated workers”
e, "slode comtalist’,
*bureaucmtic collectvist”
of whaitever.

That 13 why the
question of defencism is
a key one Lo pul in
See'talisd Organizer today
Dave Spencer
Coventry
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Not such

PHIL HEARSE
replies to critlcs of
his In Depth article
in Socialist Outlook
No.11.

My article "The Coming
of the Sirong State’
excited a flurry of critical
interest in the pages of
Socialip Quilopk #12. A
large part of John Lister's
article was devated to
rejecting some of its
ideas, and on top of that
there were three critical
letters.

Socialist Worker
Review devoted an
edilorial lo rejecting the
ides of the 'strong state’,
and quoted from my
article — though of course
it failed to actually name
Soctalist OQurlook. It is
impossihle to cover all
the ground mentioned by
the critics. The main
point | want to make is
that we should debate the
substance of the article
and nol delinibions or
labels.

OFE. so I started it |
said that Thatcher’ s style
of mile — the extreme
concentration and
persenalisation of
political power in the
government — had been
called *semi-
Bonapartism” by
Socialist Newsletter and
that seemed as good a
term as any. Clearly it
wasn't, because hundreds
of words were devoted to
refuting the idea that we
had fully-Medged
Bonapartist rule — see
Trevor Wongsam s letter
[or example. Well,
actually T didn't say that
we had Bonapartist rule,
but leave that aside. IF
comrades ohject (o the
label ‘semi-Bonaparti=”,
let’s dump it: the central
core of my argument
remaing intact

What in fact did I say?
First that the repressive
apparatuses of the state
had been considerably
strengthened under
Thatcher, through a
batlery of new
anti-working class laws

and the jettisoning of
‘corporatist” styles of
government which
altemnpled to incorporate
the trade union and
labour bureaucracy.
Second that all this
amounted to a gualitative
*strengthening’ of the
state, despite Thatcher's
anti-state rhetoric. Third,
that these powers of
govermment were the
most extremely
repressive this century
outside of wartime (an
arpument handly refuted
by John Lister saying that
Winston Churchilll also
enjoyed such powers!),
And fourth that the left
had every interest in
building alliances with
democratic public
opinion to defend
democratic dghts.

The most sustained
and serious critigue of
what | sand was John
Lister's article ‘Getting to
grips with Thatcherism '
1 thought it was a pood
article, and agreed with
much of it, reflecting as it
does much of Socialis
Outlook’s thinking. But
the nub of the
disagreement T have with
Jolin seem= o be this: o
what extent has state
repression been a source
of Thatcher's victories
against the working
class? To what extent has
it changed the balance of
class forces? And isn't it
true thal the main
problem has been lack of
militant working class
leadership mather than
stale repreasion T

It goes wilhout saying,
I hope, that the question
of leadership, and the
need for a class struggle
leadership, must be o the
forefront of every
Marxist analysis of
Britain today. But to say,
as do John and Brian
Elkington, *who needs
Bonapartism when
you've gol Kinnock?”
MIssCs oul an important
dimension. The
Thatcherites don't just
have to deal with the
Labour and trade union
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a strong state?

leaders, they have to deal
with the workers and the
oppressed — and their
struggles. State
repression has played =
key role in some central
disputes {1 restrict myself
to industrial dispules
only for space reasons,
although many other
examples could be
given), even gven the
betrayal of the
bureaucratic leaders. The
example of the Seafarers’
strike illustrates this.

The tuming point — the
point al which Seafarers’
leader Mo Cluskic
elfectively capitulated —
was when the High Court
sequesirated the NUS
funds and property. Of
conrEe we opposed the
sell-out by the NUS
leadership, and the lack
of solidarity from the rest
of the nnion bureaicmcy,
But to say that the course
of this dispute was just
determined by the
sell-oul of the leaders —
that'z a joke. The new
anti-onjon laws added a
crucial dimension, a key
pressure on the
leadership, which
hastened their
capitulation and
matenally worsened the
chances of winning the
sirike.

The ‘betrayals of the
leadership” line of
argument holds good for
dorens and dozens of
struggles so long as the
labour movement iz
dominated by the
bureaucracy. The point is
however that
bureaucratic intentions
operating in different
clrcumstances get very
different results,

The TUC betrayed the
miners and the Wapping
printers. Of course. But
didn 't the intervention of
a nationally co-ondinated
police force against the
pickets in the miners
sirike worsen the
relationship of forces
significantly? Wasn't the
fact that Orgreave
couldn’t become another
*Saltley Gate™ an

imporiant element in the
strike? And didn™t
para-military style
policing at Wapping
significantly, even
decisively, prevent the
THNT lormies being
stopped by the mass
pickets?

The deepening
repression by the police
and courts was of course
Just one part of my
argument. Thatcher has
alternpled to centralise
national government
control of local and
regional government; has
intervened to overtum the
post-1945 consensus by
intervening ina whole
range of indostres and
institutions hke education
in a unprecedented way;
and has personalised
power around herself and
a few advisers in a way,
as [ zaid before,
unprecedented oulside of
wartime. None of this is
really challenged by any
ol my critics. Some
comrades don't even like
the term “stroayg stale”
because they think it
implies military
dictatorship or fascism,
But no one can deny that
we have, at least a much
stronger siale, a more
repressive state, 4 more
centralised, determined
and authoritaran
bourgenis leadership team
—and 2 very nght wing
one at that - thian has
existed since 1945,

MNow, there were some
hasty formulations in my
orginal article which
might have suggested that
this all amounted to a
change in the form of
gtate. Britain remains a
bourgeois democracy -
albeit a very repressive
and authontarian one, But
the label doesn't leave
any moom for
complacency, Civil
liberties are under
sustained attack and it is
whistling in the wind to
say, well never mind, we
can still define this as
bourgeois democracy !

Two final points. First,
some critics (particulardy

cdes Elkington, Collisr
and, by inference,
Socialist Worker Review)
suggest that thiz whole
analy=is is a cover for
popular frontism. My
reply is, quite honestly, |
think these comrades
don’t have much ides
about the distinction
between a popular front
and a united front. To
unite with (bourgeois)
democratic public opinion
in defence of particular
democratic demands or
rights has nothing 1o do
with wanting to create a
class collahorationist
coalition govermmert
with the bourgeoisie, Did
these commdes think that
the campaigns against
Clause 28 and the Allon
anti-abortion bill were
dreadful popular frones?
They involved mobilising
democratic public
opinion, middle class
liberals, clerics and the
like: and quite right too.
Predictably Socialist
Warker Review has the
most crass line, finding it
hard to see that the fight
on democratic ights is
part of the class struggle:

Finally, one of the
weikest points in the
debate between the far
lefi and Marxism Today
over the years has been
the denial by some
comrades that there was
anything special about
‘Thatcherism”, Some
even denounced the rem
‘Thatchensm' sz a mealy
mouthed concession to
rodten Marxizm Today
popular frontism!

Thatchetizm is
something very special
indeed for the
bourgeoisie, It isa
decisive attempt to
overtum the welfare state,
mixed-cconomy,
post-1945 consensns, It
has had many successes.
And its methods, Lo quote
the title of Andrew
Gamble’s excellent recent
book, are The Free
Econony and the Strong
State.
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URGENT SOLIDARITY NEEDED!

DEFEND HUGO BLANCO

AN INTERMATIONAL CAMPAIGN |5 uriies
way to defond one of the world’s
beast-known Trotskyists, Hugo Blanco, who
was kdnapped on Fabruary 9 by
Peruvian police during a maoss
demorsitction, and hos not been seen
since.

Blanco wis seizad by moachine
gun-toting cops whike sharng
communal meaol with 200 peasarts at
the haeadqguartars of the Paeruvian
Paosant Confedaration (CCFY In the
Jungle town of Pucalpa, affer leading an
& D00-strong demonstration of small
farmers, Also armested wos CCP genaral
secretary Luls Tuesta de la Tore. Palice
shaved Blonco's head on the spal
bafora leading hilm away,

This sscaiation in the reprasslon came n
the midst of a strike by Pucalpa peasants
demanding the paymen! of debts owad
to them from the sfote, better prices for
thalr produce aond bank leans o
affordabd rofes. 28 peasants have been
kiled In closhes with vicdent poilce, and
over 200 imprisoned In the [ocal
bBeracks. Tha Penuvian Minktry of the
Interor hos anncunced that Blanco &
balng held I Pucalpa prison, and that
he could face serous charges of Inciting
ammed rebaflicn and carmying ms.
Blonco come fo prominence in the lale
19608 08 tha princlpol orgoniser of the
Paruvian pecsants” movement. He
become tha leader of thousands of
Quechis indicins In thelr fight to foke
baack tha kands stolen from them, As a
corsequence of these amed
coccupatiors of tha land he was
sentenced fo 25 years in priscn. While
there he wrote his account of the
peasant movement, entfted Land or
Digath

Two choys aftar his releasa In 1970, Blanco
wns adderssing a raily of 10,000 people,
and he has subsequently been aclive In
all the major struggles of the opprassed
dnd explolted In Peru. He has served s a
deputy fo the Constituent Assemitaly,
glectedona rev-:yuﬂomry plﬂ'f'fc'm (s s

i f ..jn i
Hugo Blanco
s c=urrarthy, obong with Luls Tuesto, o
|eaciing figure of the Paruvion Partido
Unticade Marloteguista (PUM).
The campalgn for ine release of Blanco
ond Tuesta hos been promptly taken up
with public statements. demonstiations
arid cppeal In many countries,
including Mesico, Sweden, Spaln;
France, Belglum, Baly ond Switzerkind,
The sarousness of the charges rolsed
ogainst them underiines the urgency of
mobilEing in theairsuppaor.
Lettars, resolutions, petitions and
telegrams from individucls and
organisations should be sent ot once to
tha Pervian emixssy In Britaln and to
panvian Prasident Alan Garcla:
Paruvian Embassy,
E2, Sloon Streat,
London W1
lelephone 01-235-1917

Alon Garcio
Presiclanie dg a Repubblica,
Palacio de la Goblamo
Floza de Armas
Lirrec
PERJ

José Ramén Garcla

José Ramon Garcia
still missing

IN MEXFC O, the compalgn continues 1o
demand the retum of a leader of the
Trodskylst Revelutlonory Workers” Party

(PHETY, Joz& Romdn Garcia, who
cisoppeared ovel fwo monihs ogo.

PRT leaders hove blamed the police far
this attack, and point fo the foct that

Goroio was a prominent mamber of fhe

Committess to Defend the Vote, aimed

at combxitting preclsely the kind of
glectonal froud which secured the
election of new Mexlcan President
salings, His dlsappearance followsa
numbar of ottaocks on FRT prembes, and
s baen folowed by polica
interrogation of PRT activists
Telagrams of protest at the abduction of
Garcio, ond demonds that the Mexican
state retum him, afive and urhormed,
should be sent io:
Coarics Salinas de Gorflar,
Presidante Corstitucionadl,
Estodos Unicdos Meklcanos,
Polocio Nacional Mexico OUF,
Maxico
ong 1o
Artonio Riva Polacks Loper
Gobermador Constitucional
Estodo de Morelos,
Palacio de Goblerno,
Cuemovaca,
Moralos,
Mexico
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