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The Crunch of '89

SIXTY YEARS AFTER the iraumas of the Wall Sireet Crash,
a new American president takes office amid growing trepida-
tion. Capitalist leaders’ fears over the colossal US budget
deficit are again rising to crisis levels,

If George Bush does nuthing, confidence could be under-
mingd: but if he takes any firm action to correct the US
economic crisis, this, combined with the already mounting
pressure towards trade war between the USA and the
Furopean Community, could have massive knock-on effects
thronghout the world.

All this could rapidly multiply the problems faced by Chan-
cellor Nigel Lawson as the British consumer credil gravy train
runs out of steam, exposing how hollow has been the much ac-
claimed ‘boom’. After skidding unconvincingly through trade
deficits and rising inflation at the end of 1988, Lawson, still
claiming to be in control, lurched into the New Year with yet
another rise in morigage inlerest rates, again clobbering
many of the recent recruits to Thatcher's ‘property vwning
democracy’.

For many mortgage-paying workers there could be worse
to come, The new rise in bank interest rates and the
widespread expectation of a recessionary pericd beginning
this year is likely to pot many more jobs again under threat.
However dire remain the politics of the TUC and Labour
leaders, there seems no escape from a new sharpening of the
class struggle in 198%, combining batiles in defence of
democratic rights and against reactionary Tory social policies
wilh a new wave of trade union struggles, as workers are
forced either to fight in defence of their jobs and living stand-
ards, or sacrifice them on the altar of capitalist “viability’.

Soaring costs of howsing ron alongside a new, dramatic end
to the period of relatively low general inflation, which will alse
have brutal effecis on millions of vnemployed, low-paid
claimanis, and pensioners, whoe have already been left trail-
ing far behind the living standards of more prosperous sec-
tions of employed workers. The new wave of inflation will
prompi more workers to look not only for larger wage in-
creases this year, but also for policies to protect their stand-
ard of living in more lasting Fashion. While the employers seek
to use inflation to whittle down the real level of wages, the
onion leaders have for too long allowed the problems and con-
cerns of the employers to sel the framework lor pay negotia-
tions, when the starting point shouold be the defence of work-
ing class living standards.

Union conferences and negotiating committees should
adopl the policy of protecting all basic wage increases against
inflation through the light for cost of living clauses in all wage
agreements, énsuring regular increases to keep pace with the
rise in price of goods, housing and services. Many will be look-
ing envivusly towards the Ford workers, whose strike was set-
tled on a deal that now gives them an increase of 2 percent
above the current level of inflation. Though the 2 perceni
figure could have been larger, given the strength of the strike,
the seitlement protects their living siandards at a time when
many are under attack, and points a way Forward.

Alongside pay battles this year will come a new wave of
speed-up, redundancies and closures as the recession and high
interest rates once again begin to force employers to attack
jobs to salfegoard and increase their profits. Few unions olher
than the miners have ever serivusly challenged the notion that
the employer has the ‘right’ to make a firm ‘viable' even at
the expense of the jobs and wages of the workforce and the
destruction of the communities involved, (O conrse cynics find
it fashionable to scolf alter the event at the seibacks suffered
since by lhe NUM: bul the scale of (he job losses in the pits has
completely vindicated the warnings and stand taken by Ar-
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thur Scargill, and remind us of the need for the whole move-
ment to moebilise in defence of jobs,

Instead, some unions have retreated even further since the
miners' strike, and embraced the defeatist politics of ‘new
realism’, according to which it is supposedly in the workers®
own interests for unions to collaborate with employers in
single-union, no-strike deals, redundancies and speed-up in
order to maximise profitability, and make each firm
‘competitive’ — af the expense of its workforce. The exireme
version of this is the ‘husiness unionism’ of the EETPU, which
sees strikebreaking and the destruction of other unions as the
way to secore its relations with the employers.

In reality, every concession made to the employers simply
fuels their appetite for more, convincing them that the unions
are a sofl touch. Each concession also undermines union
sirength elsewhere, since it forces other employers to remain
‘competitive’ by forcing down wages and imposing similar
speed-up on thelr worklorce.

Nine years of Thatcherism bave already left a sorry trail of
devastated, demoralised, dwindling communities wrecked by
previous closures of coal, steel, shipbuilding, textile and en-
gineering plants. The lessons must be learned, and the fight
redoobled to defend existing jobs through a policy of sirike
action and occupations demanding work-sharing without loss
uf pay, uniting in mass action io break out of the straitjacket
of anti-union laws.

As the major employers regroup and restruciure in order
to contend with the coming recession, huge mergers and
takeovers are again on the agenda: the comings and goings vn
the fulure of GEC are simply the latest examples. Labour
leaders have offered nothing but meal y-mouthed, nationalis-
tic protests against a possible ‘foreign’ takeover of the major
‘British" defence firm, and demanding the Monopolies Com-
mission (that old friend of the working class!) step in to see
fair play.

Instead the trade unions in GEC and elsewhere should be
demanding the full opening of the books of the lirms and banks
involved, to reveal their buck-room connections, the scale of
exploitafion that has accumulated GEC's £1.3 billion cash
halance, and the case for expropriating the whole let. Taking
a leaf out of the Tory book in the aftermath of the collapse of
the Barlow Clowes firm of speculators, such expropriation of
major industry should (as with the renationalisation of
privatised indusiries) be witheut compensation.

In short, the worsening of the crisis of capitalism in 1989
cries vut for a socialist response, based nol on Kinnock-style
pipedreams of reforming and patching up the system (which
areincreasingly based oo altempting to work within the anar-
chy of the free market), bul upon defence of the independent
interests of the working class.

It is perhaps ironic that the sharpening of the conflict in the
workplaces, and the renewed Tory offensive on other issges,
including the Poll Tax and the new White Paper on the NHS,
sliould be met by a Labour Party cutting ifs campuigning
work and grass-routs conferences while the dead weight of
top-level Walworth Road bureaucracy is left intact.

Naothing could more clearly underline the key, bitter lesson
of the last ten years: activisis must get organised at local level
to build class struggle resistance (o the employers® offensive
and campaigns in defence of democratic rights, and not wait
for national officials to come up with the goods. Al the same
time, political initiatives such as the Chesterfield movement's
local and national conferences and policy groups, offer a wide
spectrum of socialists a forum to debate openly the kind of
programme aod policies that must be foughi for in (he owr-
ganised labour movement in the struggles to come,
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The last bastions?

THE GOVERNMENT an-
nounced its health service
meview when public concem
about waiting lists, hospital
closures and staff shortages
was al a peak last year.

The: ministerial group as-
sembled (with strong Treasury
representation) for the secret
mevicw quickly focussed ool o
funding - the fundameninl
problem — bul on restruchuring the
sEEvice.

The (leaked) recommendations
of that review are not designed tn
improve heslth services, bur are
about chipping away at the edges
of vne of the great hastions of the
wellare state apd opening upa vast
new ‘markel’ i private capital,

Key amongst the Tories'
proposals (due for publication by
the end of Fannary) are likely tn be:

« pilot projects for an “intermnal
market” in the NHS, This meazns
health authoritics will buy and sefl
services between cach other — or
from the private sector. It iz Likely

to fead o hospitals {particalarly
the prestigions Londin teaching
hospitals) specialising iy more
‘marketable’ services and to
patients having to travel to obtain
treiklment;

* GPs 1o hold budgets for
buying services for their patients.
The scheme is skeichy — but piven
that the likely purpose is to use the
system (o Hmil spending, patients
again age likely suller;

+ hospitals will be able 1o “opt-
out"from logal health autharities -

Johin Hisrris/IFL

42

like schools or bousing cstates.

TUC demo for HHE last March: what now?

Ouly with hospitals there's oo in-
dication that consultation (in
however loaded a way), will be a
condition. Hospiral managers and
top doctons are most likely 1o pue-
sue much optiens lo create “self-
governing’ hospitals where the
potential for profits are highest —
i, in the larger teaching or
specialist hospitals. Patients, local
communilics and healih workers
are unlikely to get a say. The
measures, i adopted, would tum
the clock back Afty years. Local
accountability, and very probably

the full mnge of services cumently
availahle locally {(especially lesa
profitable ones like long-lerm
gerialtic and psychiatrc care),
would d.lS-l.l' e

= ‘teking the politics ool of
liealth care’. This means geiting
rid of Tocal authority reps who car-
rently sit on healith authonlics, and
cufting the size and powers of
tegonnl health authorities, which
the govemment is trying 1o tum
inte business-style boards of
management.

= lux relicf will be made avail-
able 1 elderly people buying
private health insurance. Not
many older people can get it (only
the young and healthy need apply,
of seem Lo want il al the moment,
This measure is chiclly significan
as asipnal of the Govenmment s in-
lention 0 encoumge mor poople
o leke oul private cover and |4
only the beginning of that process,

Althrugh perhaps not as reygres-
sive an had been leared, these
proposalsare a dangerons first sicp
L the direction of fundunentally

Poll Tax campaign at critical stage

THE MOVEMENT against
the poll tax is now at a cringal
stage. In many areas in
England and Wales the cam-
jralgn is continging to develop
and begnning W sink roots o
the local labour movement,
while in Scotand mobilisa-
Hons are continuing,

The 10December conference in
Newcastle organised by the
Socialist Conference, provided a
uselul apportunity for militants to
exchange ideas and expencnces.

The next three monthe are oru-
cial in building a campaign.
However, two vital ingredients are
missng —a united campaign and a
national focus. The call, issued by
both Mewcastle and the Oxfond
conference that proceeded it, for
the TUC and Laboor Party to or
ganise & mass demonstration on
& April needs 1o be followed
thrugh with resolutions al every
level of the labour movement. But
equally impenant, so does the call
for an suthortative national con-
ference of anti-poll tax schvists
which can speak on behalf of the
whale movement.

Buoth vonlerences supporied
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such a call, but with differcnces
aboul it composition and em-
phasis. The Oxford resolution
stresses the involvement of lncal
poll tax gmoops, where as New-
castle underined the need to in-
volve trade unionista.

s faect, 3 movenwent which can
defear the tax muost draw o all
those organising at different
levels, Trade union action, based
on non-couperation with and
abatrection of the tax, will be vital
In thiz context, the conference
called by Lambeth NALGO on
18 Aprl, which secks 10 bring
tngether those Gghting the tax in
that union will be vital. Fighting
Tor conncils not 1o implement the
tnx af overy stage ias furtheressen-
tial sirand of our stratepy, B
ncither of these can be achisved
without building community sup-
port aropnd obstruction of the
register and non-payment. It js
only soch e mass movement which
van give trade unionists and coun-
cillorz the confidence to act,

In thiz conlext, the deleton of
thiz call for “Committess of TKF as
part of a mass non-payment caim-
paign from the resolntion
presented to Mewcastle represents

i significant weakness, Comrades
from the SWI argued that these
vimmittees, and non-payment it-
sell represent a diversion from the
real imsucs. It was not possible for
those who supported the original
drafit to explain how non- payment,
when used collectively, can be a
powerfuol rool for the movenrent
and to differentiate our approach
from those wha bave wsed it to
divert From the fight lor action by
councils and trade unions.

It 15 necessary to remenvber thar
the campaign we have to wage will
be a long term one;, which =il
have to gain aod retain nomentum
over severnl yeurs, So; for ex-
arnple, the fact thal most councils
are currently co-operating with the
tax does not mean that locad cam-
paigos should not continue to
demand that they obetruct i,

It may be possible (o build up a
relutionship of forces which can
comvince them of the peed to do
this, for exanple when il becomes
clearer whal implementaion will
mean 0 terms of locad support for
Laboor. It may be possible to.con-
vinee trade unionists who cumment-
Ty oaly sce the mplications of tie
tax o their own pockets nol 1o co-

operite with passing informalion
to poll tax onits on civil lberies
grounds as well as hecanse of the
cffect on their workloads.

While it remains vital to con-
tinue the debate over non-pay-
ment, the attimde of forces on the
right of the cunpaign i far more
pemicious. The ILI* { Indepenient
Labour Publications) attempied 1o
Play a very destructive role in
Mewcastle, arguing that o pational
demonstration was the only jzsue.
Subsequently  they  have
denopnced the Mewcasile indtio-
tive and with the support of the
Cemnmunis Party, tried 1o block
co-operation between Oxlord and
Mewcastle,

They have iried to impose wn-
democratic struclures — which ef-
fectively deny a wvoice 1o trade
unionists — onto any futare con-
ferepce against the poll tax, snd
huve sought to make the commit-
tee which came out of Oxfiord -
which should be o working body —
into domething more grandiose
and bureacratic. Thelr neain b
thi= is 1o cxelude the hand left, by
g that 1t 1= not possible to
comtain such wide political dis
agreciients in one campaipn and
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undemining the structure of atax-
funded, free-to-users and locally
comprehensive service One min
ister “closely involved’ with the
review has wamed that this will be
the last chance for the WHS to sur-
vive in ils present form under s
Conservative govemment.

Hor on the hesls of the leaked
health review, came Kenneth
Baker's speech to an educabion
conference al Lancaster Univer-
zity which promised an
‘expanaion’ 1n higher education:
but anly on an American model,
with business (as well as sudenrs
themszelves) coming up with the
cash,

Defence of our health service
and free education cléaly démmnd
an immediate campaign by tade
unionists, communily OTganisa-
tions, Labour parties and students:
if thig isnot Forthcoming, Thatchier
could be given another easy mde
lier effortatoroll kack the fmonliers
of the welfare stale

Jire Wells

therefore (0 poslune as the real
lendership of poll Laxactivists,

We must continue 10 argec
ngainst such manocuvres. A
united pational confemnoe agmnst
the pell tax must be organised asa
pricrty mvolving delegates Trom
poll tax groups, trade unions,
Labour Paies, student unions al
s af, and has ample appostinity
to discuss and debate. oul varons
tachics Any aftempt fo exclude
e gection of the movement, o
arpng that one gmup holds the key
tor it all will result imoa failure to get
up an authortative campuign.

The campaign in Scotand has
been severely weakened by politi-
enl disagreements leading 1o a
rnyriad af struciunes with virgually
nn communication ber alone co-or-
dimatinn between them

Az repsimtion drows closer i
England and Wales {cven though
it may be délayed), and the
derriand for payment in Scotland,
quch sectarionizm will only result
in the derailment of the campaign
ared loss of the oppormunity Lo sink
Thatcher’s flagship.

Theresa Conway

Cearlos GuaritaHelax

- .

Mick Gosling (centre) with Dagenham militants opposing any sell-out of the last pay sirike

L

Victimisation at Fords

WITH THE sacking last
November of Mick Gosling,
the chair of the biggest TGWU
branch a1 Fords Dagenham,
Ford management have thrown
down a major challenge to the
trade gnions in their British
plams.

Ginsling was laken m (ronl of
managenient on Friday 18 Novem-
her und sacked on the basis of a
zaries of tramped op charges —
Pz absent from iz job at s meet-
g on Iredand, inciling uncenstin
Linmal stepages and falsifying his
applivation fonn when he started
witk al Fords ten years ago.

These charpes werc were
promptly reluted by the trade
union dejegation who pointed out
that myest of them wers dewnright
lics, Management offered 1o
withdrw the sacking if he signed a
stalement that this was o final
warmnug aganst which there would
b noaprpeal — which meant that he
could be imstantly dismizssed at
manngement’ sdiseretion. He quite
rightly relus=d to sign much a docu-
ment which would have pot him in
an impossible position and creale
an unacceplable precedent. Since
that time he has remained
suspended on pay awsiling the dis-
ciplinary procedure.

Ford, however, ane no mome -
terested in the facts of the marer
thun Michael Edwardes was inter-
ested in the details when he sacked
Derek Robinson in Brinsh Leyland
in Movember 1979, with disastrous
results for the trade union move-
ment . The car employera have a
history of such viclimisalions,
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Hobinson was sacked for wriling
his views in a publicution of the
shop stewards combine conumit-
tee, in order to discipline the shop
stewnards organisation as a whole.

Bob Cullen, TGWL deputy
convenor at Ausin Rover in
Cowley, was racked two years agn
for something which happened
when he was not even there,
Management eventually accepted
thiat this was the case but refused to
reinstate him just the some.

MNow they hiave coldly decided
e make a move against the Fond
wiios following the militaney dis-
played in the strike early last year,

They kuow that the role played
by the militant 11107 branch was
decisive in that strike, They were
the best organised, gave full infor
mation io their membera and were
the only major section of the Ford
trade nnions which campaigned f-
fectively apainst the sell out, The
FTA, which the 1/1107 branch
covers voted against the sell-oot
and for the continualion of the
strike.

Since the stnke the branch has
ciarnpagned against the conditions
accepted in the deal. In particular,
they produced malerial exposing
the dangers in Ford's *guality
circles’ and "group leader’
schemes. With Lhe election of
Steve Riley, the secretary of the
11107 hranch, o the National Ex-
ecutive of the TGWU last year,
they made an impact on e tade
unicns at naticnal level — helping
to push the TGWL 1o the left

The defenve of Mick Gosling
therefore, is 3 malterof the defence
of the trade union movement at

Ford,

Mol surprisingly, Mick Gosling
wieei sacked joal before Chiristmas
1o wrong-fool the unions. Now
management are dragging nut the
procedures o make it evenmore
difficult for the unions o respond
It ir now rwo months since. Mick
Grosling was sacked and his appeal
hiis been adjnumed.

The quicker there is a decision
for the rank and file ro respond to
the hetter. Derek Robmson had
massive support ol the time of hiz
sacking — yet three months later
when AEU leader Terry Dufly pul
the issue io amass meeting te call
lor action was heavaly defeated.

Tt berokes liks berisng three months
before o decision is taken m ths
case as well

Ford managemeént hove dn-
nounced thal the Sierra is be taken
(rmm Dagenliam and moved to
Belgium — leaving Dagenbam as a
one model plant, Mo douhd thiz is
another reprisal for the milinznt ac-
tion last year. The workforms must
know that management cluims of
onfy & *small” job less are mean-
ingless, Chuce the plant is o one
model plant, job loszes ae wl-
timalely inevitahle.

Thisdoes not make it any sasier
to defend Mick Gosling, bl i1
does make |t even mor orgent.

Il Ford workers are gpoing Lo
defend their jobs they are going to
need n strong trade umon move-
menl — and thal means taking on
Fords and defending Mick Gosl-
ing.

Alan Thornett
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Women for Socialism has its first
national conference on

February 25-26

Socialist
feminism:
into the
nineties

NEARLY A DECADE of
Thatcher's attacks, often
specifically aimed al reversing
the gains made by women in
the 1970s. have revealed a
glaring need for a socialist
femimst organisation. Socialist
Feminism into the Nineties,
bringing Logether women from
all parts of the labour move-
ment, [rom campaigns and
{rom the solidarity movement,
will be the first such con-
[erence for nearly ten years.

Mot that Women for Socialism
should substitute itsell Tor the
separate spheres of struggle which
women are engaged in. Like the
socialist feminist eument of the,
1970%, which played an important
mole it co-nrdinating and organis
ing — againg attacks on ahortion
rights and for the dght 1o work —
s0 today, an sulonemons WOMmEn &
movement, with a =ocialist
fmumework, is needed tolink up the
different aspects ol women’s
struggles.

And there is no shortage of hat-
tles, Women have been eapecially
hard hit by the changes in employ-
ment deliberately engineer=d by
this government — (lexible work-
ing practices, pant-lime and low-
paid johs, tempurary work.
Amongs! the unemployed, women
have again been singled out (along
with young peaple), hit hardest by
goch new rules as avalability to
work.

Women are fighting on @ range
of other issues oo, Black women
lighting deportation; women
fighting in defence ol democratic
rphts—the right tocontrol ourown
fedility, to determing our own
sexuality: women fighting trade
union hattles — like the nurses and
the teachers, and disputes like
P&, all showing the conlinuing
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Martin Bhalesbhaft JIFL

capacity of women Lo
defend their hard won posi-
tiors.

At such a time, Lhe Kin-
novk leadership spends
more lime pnderminmng
ared attacking women than
fighting for our rights:
destroying the elfective-
ness of the Labour Party Women's
Conference; not ioviling the
Labowr Party Women's Sections
tathe Policy Heview discussion oo
women, and determined to present
the Labour Py a5 ‘more con
cemed with the family™ than the
Tores, Mor is the trade union
leadership any better. Temified of
Thatcher, they are incapable of
delending women members.,

Waomen for Socialiem, with
ahoul 3K members, was formed
oul of the fiest Chesterdield Con-
ference. 1t is a0 autonomuols or-
ganisution, in line with the
Socialist Conference policy on the
autonomy of oppressed groups.
Like that organisation, il relames
hoth 1o the demands ol the class
strugple and to policy develop-
ment, and wall play an important
role in kesping women'® demands
on the table, If Women for
Socialism is able 1o play a co-0r
dinating. role, linking together the
struggles as they break out. giving
leadership and showing & way for-
ward hy developing policy
demands which relate to the slrupe-
gles, then it will be an imporiant
axpel

Over the last decade radical
fermimist ideas have made the nin-
ning on a number of issues. Many
women, previously active in the
women's movenient, reoriented
their work towards the labour
movement in 197%/R(0), joining the
Benuite left in the Labour Pary
and the unicns, The focus of allen-
tion for many shifted away from
single issuc campaigns lowards

Supporting the conference: Women Against Pit Closures

tryunyg to change policy and prac
tives in the wider labour muove-
ment, and there have been some
SOCCESRCTE,

However, this lefl the way clear
for mdical feminiem Lo lake the
lead on questions like violence
againsi women and the peace
camps, With the decline of the
Labour lefl, especially after the
defeat of the Miners' strike in
[985, women activists in the
Lahour Parly have become iso-
lated, demoralised, sometimes
fighting o delend wins made by
women's commiftees on local
enuncils while the council itsclf
was making cuts in housing,
education, or social services - all
areas where women are vul-
nerable.

On spome guestions, this
dominance of radical feminist
thinking has influenced feminists
in the labour movement too. Thear
analysis of ‘pomography is the
theory and rape is the practice”, led
local Labour sulhorities, on the in-
stipation of their Women's or
Equal Rights committecs, 1o ban
films such as Pasoling's *Salo” us
pomographic. In so doing they (el
inte the pitfull of censarship,
which, since the amival of Section
28, is now seon more clearly as a
trap sef by the mdical nght.

The peace camps oo, expecial-
ly ut Greepham, were strongly in-
Muenced by radical femimism. Ax
CND and the peace movement
declined, partly floundenng on the
rocks of the Communisi Parly™s
endless search for a cross-class

‘popualar fronl’, theirideascameto
dominate complelely, leading 1o
the aftractively mmple, bul wrong
glogan of "Tuke the loys (rom the
hoya', a slogan which evacuates
class {rom the issuc of nuclear
weapons. When the Cruise mis
atles were eventually installed ar
Greenham, this lack of class
anelysis lefl the movement
without & way forwand.

Sometimes radical fominist
ideas have even been deliberately
and cynically marshalled (o angus
for a feminist onestation away
from the labout movement, such
2% the pemicious writings aod
speeches of Bea Campbell, whose
politics exemplily the Corm st
P"arty s popular frontism

Women for Socialism must
learn from rome of these
problems, just as we must make
the socialist femingst curren) this
time more representative — of
bisck women and working class
women, It has made a good start,
anti-impenalism iz o be mm mpor
tant component, building nn some
of the links made by the Sister-
hood & Solidarity conference held
in June 1987. Women against Pit
Clomres a3 well as a number of
Labeur Party Women's Sections
are affiliated,

We should build on these links.
In n simation where neither the
Labour Party nor the trade unions
are doing anything for women,
Women for Socialism has an im-
portant mole to play,

Jare Kelly.
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Viraj Mendis deportation
presages new crackdown

THE GOVERNMENT HAS
sent a clear message to all
those opposing immigration
and oarionality lzaws. The
Home Office will oot com-
promise om a tough implemen.
tution of Lhese laws,

Both the deportation and the
way it wascarmed oul are inlended
o seare fo the black community
and the churches, temples and
mosques, considering giving
sencluary (o those facing deporta-
tion.

The govermment wants 1o teach
gll anti-racists a lesson. That is
why the police smashed their way
into the church, more than a week
after Virsj had lomally applied (o
go to Denmark, when he was atill
awailing & reply from the Danish
authertics, This is also why they
devided to send him hack 1o S
Lanka, despite the fact that the
state of Bremen in West Germany
had agreed to take him, and other
countries were =till considenng
their response,

It iz booomming clear that Im-
migeation officials planned to fol-
low this action with & cwoop on
other Wepal” immigrants, and had
decided that if was necessary togef
fd of Viray fiesl. They have been
building up information for sone-
time about peoaple’s whereabouts
and have apecal syuad of police
officers, whose sole responsthility
is this wordk.

The govemment will pay a
political price for their actions -

Actarn Hinton/He e

support for Vire)'s nght 1o stay in
Brtain s shill siming. Many people
are pulraged af the way the police
broke into the sanctuary and can-
not accepl that the Home Office
could net send him o & third
couniry,

For months, civil war condi-
tions In S Lanka have been scen
on the news. The nght-wing TVP
have killed hundreds, if not
thousands, ol people who they
believe have made concessions Lo
Taimil separatism, Viraj coald well
be o their death list because of his

= 3 i iy
Viraj Mendis: a lesson for all those opposing immigration laws

well-known suppon for Tamil
self-dotcmination.

The Formgn O30fce in the last
few months has wamed ounsis
and husiness peaple not io go (o
Sn Lanka bedanse of the political
violenve. Thers 15 evidence that at
least two Tanuls, loncibly melumed
from Britain last yewr, have heen
arrested more than once and say
that they were misireated in
prison,

While the Sii Lankan govern-
ment itsell’ is unhikely o move
against Mendis, because of the
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publicity this would get
while they are trying to
clean up their image and
pretead that violenos 1s
ont the ebb, However, the
position of the Hope OF
fice that he, and others
gre nol g danger 15 &
hare-faced — and con-
seinls — he.

In o st misute: al-
tempt Lo stop the depor-
. Lubour MPs’
thed 1o raise the debate

bscription and correspondence to: in the House of Com-
International Viewpoint, 2 rue Richard Lenoir, 93108 Montreuil,| "= Bl Morris,
Deputy General

m Secretary TGWL, went
wﬂlml to Garwick to iry 1o get

Surface Mail: 1 year 200FF/£18; 6 monthy 120FF/£9.50
Air Mail: | year 245FF/£21; 6 months 135FF/E13

his memhbers not 14
prepare (he plane on
which Viraj was loleave.
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Al thix is, of course, teo Little
and oo late, bul il gives a glimpse
of what the: labour muvemen
cruld do if it mobilised against
deportatons,

About 50 peaple get deparied
from Britain every week In-
dustrial action in the abipots wnd
high profile campaigns against Lhe
immigration and nationality laws
could prevent many ol these hap-
pening. Tt is necessary, especially
il the crackdown happens, to
mobilise all of those wha have
been imvolved i Vieag's cam-
paign, all of those angiy at his
deporation, against all ol thess
Cazes,

Manchester NALGO has
devided to organize a nationn con
fergnve. on immigration and
tionality in order o take the
izzue into the labour movemeni

The eonfercpes 18 ofganised
jointly with Franciz and Muoj's
Drefence Campaign and the Black
members group in Manchester
MALGO, Tt will take pluce on
Salorday 15th April with
workshops and plenumz in
Manchester Town Hall and the
Mexhianics Institute: In the cuprent
situalion, it is vital that thiz event
18 serously built and well-at-
tendead.

Finn Jensen
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The Russian ‘threat’ and the
German danger

AN EDITORLAL in The Times
of Janpary 20 wamed the top
people of Brilain about "The
German Danger’. Tanuary 20
1980, not, 23 we might have
thought, 1939, But things get
puriouser, Nt only have we
slipped back 50 years, bul The
Times points the finger at the
agent of the (erman menace.
We follow the finger and find
— the reassuring, silver- haired
figure of the USSR’s Foreign
Minister, Edward Shev-
ardnadze

Shevardnadre, il seems, in al-
biance with 3 certain Mikhail Gor-
bachev, has been plotting to divide
the Western alliance by means of
unilateral cuts in Soviet anned for-
ces. Rupert Murdoch's sleoths
have followsd hiz trarl.

At the United Mations in
December, Gorhachev announced
hix infention nf reducing the =ize
of the Sovier ammy by SN
mien, and removing divisions and
tanks from eestern Europe. Later
in Moscow he spelled out his plans
t & small growp of intermebhonal
comspirators, amongst whom we
can name former French President
Giscard D'Estaing. foinier
Japanese Prime Minister
Makasone, and & certain Henry
Kissinger (uty leads on him?),

There was to be & 14.2 percent
cut in the military budget and a
19.5 percent peduction in spending
on armaments and military
hardware.

The western European conrnec-
tion is im the hands of
Sheverdnadze. In Paris, at the in-
temational conference on chemi-
cal weapons, he stated thar the
Soviet Union would begin
unilaterally Lo destroy its own
chemical arsenal; then in Vienna,
al the Conference on Security and
Co-pperalion in BEurope, he ex-
plained that when the Soviel
divisions feft East Getmany, Huan-
gary and Czechoslovakia they
would dismantle their shor-range
noclear missiles as well as some
nuclear-capable anillery pieces.

What hag all this to do with the
"‘German Danger?” The danger to
which The Times refers is the
danger that public apinionin West
Germany will now mobilise
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‘| quita like that Gorbachey, how sbout you lo1?'- Is

W. Germany's Kohl imperialism's weak link?

apainst plans to replace NATO s
%K obsolete Lance missile launch-
erslocated ln West Germany. Such
8 mobilisation is made morne like-
Ty by the fact that the Soviet Union
15 removing those shorl range
nuclear missiles which are tar-
geted on West Germany.

As the Wall Sreet Journal ex-
plains: “Although (West German)
Chancellor Koll shares some
Amencan views, he dithers:
opinion polls make clear there is
doveishness afoot among his
volers', (3/1/39)

Nor s it only West Germadny:
*Ourmain problem 1s to rationalise
our behaviourin the delence area,’
maans Dutch prime Minister Ruud
Lubbers, while confusion reigns
among the British public, who, ac-
cording to opinion polls, oo longer
consider the Soviet Union a threat.

Ulrgent measures are required.
Reagan's Secretary of State
George Schultz, assisted by
Britain's Genffrey Howe, al-
though onable to engage westerm
public opinion in & full-scale con-
ventional battle in Vienna, was
atill able 10 stage an effective guer-

ritla acton amund the question of
human rights, Schultz ponted 1o
evenls in nearby Crechoslovakia,
where police were smashing up
demonsrabons on Lhe anniversary
af the death of Jan Palach (whao
bumed himzelf o death 1 protest
at the invazion of his country by
Gorbachey's  predecessor
Brezhnev) and at the sitluabion in
Bulgaria and Romania

Schullz especially empliasised
the vontinued pregence of the Ber-
lin wall —a theme taken up by The
Temes, which recommended the
wull as te issue on which the West
Geman government could face
down the peace movemenl.

However these were just inter-
im measures. For one thing,
Shevardnadze has been falking
about removing the wall, zending o
gliver of cunosaly down the spines
of westermn diplomats. More fon-
damentully, the German danger is
supplementad by the Czechos-
toovak, Hungarian, Polish and other
dangers — and too much loose talk
ahoul human rights could have
nasly consequences. Scholiz was
careful o exempt those Eastern

bloc countties which have gone
furthest in accepting the westem
economicmode] from hiscrticism
odl homan rights.

All over Gorbachev’s paich
people want o be able 1o mead,
watch or lislen 1o what they hke,
#ay whal they like and go where
they like. Hut they ask [or more!
They seem to believe that they
deserve the economic where-
withal 1o do all these things, not
understanding that the German
banks have to be paid back fipst,

Muk Frankland from The Ob-
server tepurds on the views of o
Hungarian woder who “would not
agree that he oranyone else should
make sacrifices to help nght the
ccopnmy. “Why?" he asked “Tt's
the povernment, not us, who nids
this mess"."

What if workers [n the wost
hepan tortake a similar line? What
il the German left — supported by
other satanie forces throupghiou
Europe and the USA - should
propose to the peoples of eastém
Europe n pesceful and democmiic
solution to the historie divisions
which are the legacy of historic
crimes? Perhaps they mright even
come up with a progeumme of
mutual ecopomic benefit, and [T
the burden of debi lo West German
hanks from the shoulders of ealern
Burpe.

This is the *German danger’ in
itg full-blown firm — a real threai
o German imperaliem and thus to
imperialism as o whole, Howeves
it1s alan a danger for Gorhachey
Il there were any prospect ol &
meconoilaition belween the Ger
myans and the other peoples of cast
ern Enrope, the jostification forthe
mialntenance of the huge military
establishment of the Warsaw Pact
winld disappear, There would be
no argument in (avour of keeping
the Baltic Sinies or the Ukmine
wilhin the boundanes ol a Russian
dominated Sovier Unioa.

Mo wander both the LIS and
Rritish capitalist governments
have agreed 1o go 10 Moscow in
1991, 1o discuss with Gurbachey
bow they can more sdeguately
contrel us, and ensure Lhil
demands for peace and human
rights do not get ool of hand.

Colin Meade
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Yugoslavia:
who will take
charge?

AS HIS NEW year's resolu-
tion, Yugoslavia's Branko
Mikulic decided to stop
pretending to govern the
country, On December 31,
1988, be and lus povemment
resigned. and Miknlic
denounced Yuogoslavia's frag-
mented political system, which
had made it impossible 1o ar
rive al decisions.

The six republics and 1wo
autenomons regions of the Federa-
tion pay litile aillention to the
central government, while the sys.
tem ol ecconomic ‘self-
managenent” baffles everybody.

Por three weeks, nobody else
could be found to take the plece of
Mikulic, whose ability o win sup-
poit for austerity policies was un-
demiined by revelations that he
vwns no Jess than five lnxurious
houses, including ons in London.

Miw he has been socceeded as
Prime Minister by Anie Markovic,
described by The Greardian oz
“reformist politician with a reputa-
tion of being a successful in-
dusinal manager.”

Meanwhile the cconomic crisis
gets worse. Yugoslavia has s
forcign debt of 23 billion dollars,
inflation of 250 percent, and 20
percent unemployment — in the
pootest regions as high as 60 per-
cent — while il is estimated that
living standurds have fallen by 40

pement:since | 981

The ruling. Yugoslay
hureancracy 's mnswer has
been austerity and the
removal of ohstacles tothe
opemation of marke! for-
ces. In opposition to these
policies, millions of
workers have taken o the
streets. Slogana such as
‘Down with the socialist
hourgenisie” and "Lt the
leaders stand in line for
bread® have been heard,

In Montenegro and
Vijvoding the whole party
and state leaderzhips have
resipned in the face of
hupe protests lasting
whole days and nights, while oue
of the immediate causes of
Mikulic's resignation was the
threat of a general stnke in Croatla
against proposals to redoce social
sty

This workers' opposition,
however, has #o far been kepl
within the political frmmework of
the hureaucracy by Slobodan
Milozevic, the head of the Serbiun
party. who has placed himsell al
fhe head of the movement, and
directed it down & nationalist chan-
nel

In line with Milosevic’s
‘Greater Serbia” policy, many vl
the workers’ mobilisations have
supperted hizs calls for tougher
measures opuind the alleged Al
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banian cxirenists in the Serbin
provinee of Kosovo, wheme Al
banians are in the majonty:

Milosevic is hoping that he will
be camcd tn the (op posiions m
the country's parly ond state by o
Serh nulinnalist working class
There he will [orm o strong
government, centealised around
Sethia, and prove himself to be the
ot whe can get things done by
forcing thrugh tie bursancracy’s
pro-market scononue programnie,
which he has supported, A this
pint the "West' wall Tind that
Milosevic is nnt the demagogue
ey thought, bul o serious man
with whom 1l is prssihle o diobos-
OLTEN

However there are meriouA
vhstacles sirewn  across
Mulosewic's career puth. His Ser-
bian cenlralist programme will
arouse lremendous Tesislance from
the other nalions i Yugostavia,
while the workers” mobilisations
againsl increasing poverty may
oy oart fo e penes wiliell casnst
eusily be stulled back into the bot-
te,

Andther possible agency for the
restoration of law and order is the
ary, an all-Yogoslav instiution
witly 115 own parly organisition.
Avrmy circles have plaved the lead-
g tole m altacks on democmbo
and pationalist aclivisls in
Slovenia, where independent
groups and single issuc meve-
menls have Tlounshed in the fasi
few yewrs.

Serbian party boss Slobodan Milosevic

Despite conmderable siccess in
resisting centralist attacks, the
Slovenian movement does not
seem to Have an all Yugoslav out-
lvok, which may render 1y
dangenusly jaolated as the cnms
conlinmies.

Everyiling depends on the
emergence of a political cumwent
which has the courage to fight for
full desnoe racy, full respect for the
rights of all the natioralities, in-
cluding the son-Slav Albanians, in
the Federation, nnd places the con-
crete needs. ol the population
ghowe the attractionz either of "the
West” or of anb-Westemn romantic
natirnalism

n this front, i seems that
everything remains o be dome.
The collapse of bureaucratic
‘sowialism” has led Yuposlavia's
intellertonls back nio dependence
on the ‘dominentl ideas of the
domimant class’, a belief in the
nuysic: powers of the free market,
and 37 or more varieties of
natienalist and religoos obscarnm-
Lasaon,

A real factor in the Yugoslav
ciisis will be our own readiness 1o
offer solidanty and engage in
seniows discussion of fundamen-
tuls with anyhody in Yugoslavia
who comer out for democracy and
naticnal equality ageinat all the
authontarian solutions (o the pre-
revolutionary crisis of the Yogos-
lav state.

Colin Meade
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Inside NUS

A revival of student
militancy?

Campus militancy was once a
major force on the British
political Jandscape. The mas-
sive student maobilisations of
the affluent late 1960s inspired
many political activists from
all backgrounds, as well as
providing a training ground
for many of the forces of
today’s far lefl.

In the 1980 it is a somewhat dif
ferent story. Students over the last £
few years have been noted l'dih':’l'g
more for their apathy than theirg”
militancy, despite being betier or E
ganised than other sections of youth.

Since the Thatcher government
came tooffce in 1979 there has been
adramatic fall in the value of stuldent
grants — down by & staggering 2% per cent in
real terms, There has also been an erowion in
everything from rutorial standards (o cuts in
housing benefits.

The explanation for smdents’ relalive pas
sivity i to be found in the palitics of the objec
tive situation and the leadership of the Mation-
al Union of Students {NUS), *New realism” has
hlended wath the culture of individual schieve-
ment endemic in higher educational lnstimtons
to form o mass—though sub-conscions — quasi-
Thatcherite view of the woild. For many, the
world outside the texibook s too ugly and
threatening to be confronted.

However the Tory attncks on education have
steadily increased, aited al re-strucluriog the
whinle educational system in meet the needs of
private capital and the new developments in
high technology - af the expense of the “ans’
and other non-technical disciplines,

This restructuring has also led 1o massive
cuts in the funding of polviechuics, huge debis
in universities, and many ¢ost cutling mergers
of colleges.

Resistance from the NS has been mininial.
The ammosphere of spathy and influsnce of the
‘textbook cocoon’ have assisted the NUS
leadership’s policy of "passive protest’. Con-
cretely, this hias meant negoliations with
government hoards on liow best 1o make cuts
without doing too much damage; compaigns of
letter-writing to MPs; und a conscions plan o
ensure the mimimuom involvement of the 125
million members of NLIS.

None of this 1 surprising from an NUS ex.
ecutive dominated by the pro-Kinnock [action
ol tie ‘Democtitic Lelt’' (DL, who have con-
trulled NUIS though the National Crganisation
of Labaur Stodents {(NOLS) — resorting Lo any
means pecsssary o coutain vppesition. Con-
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Until recently, student militancy had ebbed

trary o their verbal commitment to democracy
andibeirliberianan demagogy, the Kinnockites
have fended off challenges from the left by
measures which have nothing o do with
democrucy - siich as mling "oul of order” at
NOLS conferences whole delepations from
colleges controlled by the lefi, The Kinnockile
faction shares a leadership block with sup-
porters of the Conumunist Party, and the idecl-
ogy of Maratsm Today dominates the politics
of the leadership, due 1o the polincal weakness
of the Democatic Left.

The vevelation of the Tory pluns (o stadent
Toens last November upsel the uneasy balance
of the last couple of years, signalling an ex-
plasive escalation of the govemment s attacks
on students. From 1990, all social security and
housing bonefita for students will cease, Gmnts
will be frozen, and mureases o costs will he
cowered by hank Inans, with repayments spread
over a period of yeurs. The price - even of suc-
cess, let alone sxm falbures —will be thousands
of pounds of debt, affecting all students apar
from the very nich. [t will particulady hit work-
ingclass students and those from less pnvileged
sechionsof soclety, egp.':u:iaﬂ}'wmcn andhlack
students, many of whom will simply nol be able
Lo afford to take their places.

The release of the losns White Paper was met
wilh masgsive resisiance pationally. A wave of
activity dreww whale new layers of siudents inluw
struggle and transformied the atmosplieze from
ofie of passivity 10 onc of outrage b smdent
uniens across the country. An estimated 50,000
trok 10 the streets on the doy of action i nud
Movember: every major city sow a sizible stu-
dent demonstration aganst loans. The NLIS
leadership were forced Lo transfomn what they
hiped would be a peacelul and low-key lobby
ol parliament into & mass demonstration which

evenal the last minute aliracted some
30,000 The demand 1o “step up the
aclinn’ echoed with increasing
vigour From the organized left, as all
eyes focussed on the December NUTS
conferenoe.

The December 1988 conference
in Blackpool was, as expected, a
heated affair The violeat clash of
ideas lelt many delegales bemnsed
Most were shicked and confused by
the cimdoct of both the leadership
and the opposition, as ayendless bar
tage of procedurl wranghiss niain-
tamned crsis conditions throughout
the three days, with only the odd
peuse for breath.

The elements of the sitmalion were
two-fold: firstly there was the new
background of smupgle: but in con-
trast came the DL/Comumnnist Party plan 1o
restmicture MUS. These proposals incloded o
few positive axpects lo cover Up more gegalive
ones {mosi notably the complete abolition of
the winler vouference itself, rendenng the NUS
leadership even less accountable, and con-
selidating even further bureancratic contiol ),

The leadership®s attempl to move NUS
righitwards clnshed head-on with the ellects of
the anti-loans stmggles, ereating an almosphere
ol confrontation.

NUS leadership slill managed (o miaintain
control-over the conference: The explostan of
anger reached theatnical levels an a lew oc-
casions, including a number of vocupations of
the platform. Howsver it is Lard (o believe that
the leadership™s dismal politics and perfor
mance —as shown by Ltheir blunders and ris
|eadership over the November 24 desnonstoi
tion, and their hopelessly bankmpt strategy of
‘vhanging the minds of Tory MPs" — was
enciugh to maintain their domination. At such
tirres il is almust impossible for the nght wing
b make paing: but sach crises do not guamples
any autematic ascendancy for the left, which
new must look afresh at the forces and the al-
fances which help maintain the leadership's
grip-

On clogzr exanunation of the factional war-
fare at confercnce, some clearly relared
phentmmens are revealed. One accupation of the
platformy — by the Scottish students, after the
leadership's =oft Tine on opposinon 1o the Poll
Tax had been pagsed — waz gieeted by the
leadership closing down the conference (or Lhe
wegtof the day, Yoo an earlier “women's oc-
cupition of the plarform appeared to be winu-
Iy preeted by the leadership, and ended with 3
statennent aguins “intlidatun” of wonien by
“lefi factions’.
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Later there was a leshian and gay statément
agzinst the *homophobia® of *lelt factions”; and
a deleguie who spoke on behalf of overseas sto-
dents ended his S}pﬁ'ﬁh h],l' 'il'.l!'r'i!-ﬂ.'ing that *left
fuctions will not tell us what to think or do”,
Finally a specizl roand of applause for Presi-
dent Maeve Sherlock frmom the women at the
conference was proposed by 8 Communist
party member on the executive,

All these epismles say something aboul Ue
leadership’s politicel alliances, based on
stonges and patronage, and desigaed 1o project
the pro- Kinnock DLACE block as champions of
the oppressed. This 'big lie” has been used with
igreat effect as.a weapon against the left, show
ing possibly the ¢learest rellection of the oppor-
puntst palitics of Marosm Today - a divect
vounterposition between the struggles of the
appresied and the class struggle.,

This type of pelitical block can enly be bl
on the weakneszs of the left on such guestions,
us seen m Militant's tine that *liberation cam-
paigns area diversion (rom the class stmggle’,
the SWF view that “only working class women
are oppressed’, and the crude Socialist Or-
gariser theory of ‘femocracy” which assens

thal a whole burcancmtic caste of women
defends itself purely by alleging “sexism’
agamst all men who politically oppose them.

This latter is imponant becayre the Socialist
Students in NOLS (S5iN) grouping, dominaled
by Socialist Organiser. hns been the tradition-
al opposition to the Democmbe Left and the
present DLACP block in NUS. This is by virme
of $5iM's past leadership of vamous important
campaigns around welfare ismes, and their ep-
resentation on the NUS executive.

However SSIN has [ailed to coufmnt thekey
political problems in NUS_and their ‘theory™ of
femocracy has avoided or blacked any real
debate with Teministz in NUS, Worss, S5IN
have, tn ovcasion, when il scemed w their ad-
vantuge, regorted to some of the buresbcratic
methods used by the DL/CP

It iz unclear whether SSiN's recent oppor-
tnisl meanderngs oo relatied (o Soctalis
(hrganiser’s 'programmalic review’ . or 2
simple capitulation to clectoralism. Une of the
worsl examiples of this was Lheir allmnce last
year with Lthe pro-zienist Union of Jewish Smu-
dents — the gignificance of which they have ar
tempted o downplay,

S5IMN"s ¢laim v represent the Labaoor lefl in
MNOLS has declining credibility, and ils Tulure
15 as yel unclear: but jts decline certainly merits
dizcusson by socialicts as pant of the geneml
debale on the way forward for the sudent
movement. S5iN will have to stand on- their
political record in such a debate,

Whal is pneeded m NUS jz a formation of
"votigistent socialists” with sulfivient infuence
to bring ahput 8 major sh_akc-up- 1N CO RS-
ness und political perceplion, and to develop the
necessary alliances, consistent with ¢lass strug-
gle politics, and cospsistent with the stnaggles
of the oppressed.

Thisimplies aontemationalist poliveal mt-
ook of the soit that Soclalise O ganiver have &o
chearly lacked,

Socralist Cilook supponers in the colleges
are engaged in o project wath such an aim
arcuand the new left stident bulletin Direciion
4. Whatever the rest of the scademic yeor
brings, 1984 i sure to be a stormy year of
debate and setivity fior all socialist students.

Trevor Wongsam

Fighting Section 28
Not in front
of the
children?

Socialist Outlook has covered the campaign against
Section 28, which prevents local authorities from
‘promoting homosexuality’, and specifically outlaws
teaching that homosexuality is ‘acceptable as a family
relationship’. In this article, JAMIE GOUGH considers
the nature of the prejudice that Section 28 both uses
and promotes, and the implications for constructing a

socialist society.

Section 28 is being vsed to weaken or
prevent local authorities from taking
action to combat discrimination againsi
all leshians and gay men. Bat the excuse
for doing this, and the focus of the at-
tack, has been the issoe of the
‘corruption’ of youth: that the ‘teaching
of homosexuality’ in schools wounld lead
1o school students growing op leshian or
gay. This infringes the right of children
to scientific knowledge ahout their
sexuality, and leads to discrimination
against leshians and gay men working
with children and young people,

The fiwus of the campaign against the Sec-
tion has comectly been to emphasise the infr-
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ingenient of democrutic nghts that it mvolves.
But there have been divisions about how to
argue for these rights, and particularly how (o
reply Lo the "comuption’ angument. Some, in-
cluding this mugazine have uwrgued thal there s
no guestion of ‘cormption’ since leshirn and
gay sexuality is equally walid (o
heternsexuality, Others, notably the Labour
Party leadership, have not argued this, out of
refuctance to challenge the prejudice that les-
hian and gay sexuality is, in some sensc, bad
These forces have fallen back on the argunent
that young people cannot be tanght o be
homosexual since it is genetic, or is egtablished
il o very early age. This argumicnt has even been
geed by some sections of the leshian and gay
movement. In a TV programme made hy the

TR ST e

i

editor of 2 nanonal leshian and gay newspaper
we were informed hy *a psychialrist” that cor-
ruption |s impossible becamie sexual identity is
fixed by the age of four.

From hirth?

This defensive line of argument simply does
not hold water, If people’s seanul desires are
genetically determined, why has there heen
such wi enomous varlation in them between
differsnt historical societies not just in sexual
behovieur (which can be attdbated to cir-
cumstances) bot m evident sexval desires? In
previous gocieties, dnd in much of the wordd
toeday, though there niay be a notion that people
can be sexually stirected mors to one sex than
another, thers iz not the idea that people are ex-
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clasively atrmacted 1o one sex, that this is as-
soctaled with & particular type of personaliry
and = particalar way of life. The idea of s izl
identifies, that individuals bave an inberent
sexupality, includmg afitaction o a particilar
sex, and that other important things follow from
this, 1% 8 modem one.

Sexual identity nrises from circumistances
pecafiar to capitalist and post-capitalist
socielies, People have some possibilities for
living outside of e family, and so0 it becomes

possible to live 3 “leshian life’ ora “gay life’, o |

life which flows from your sexual desires. But
the difference hetween heterosexunl life and
lesbian or gay (" homosexoal') life still remains
crucial, because the helerosexual family
remans the norm, and especially remains the
‘proper’ place lo bring up children. Thos
whereas formerly sexual desires might be
judged good or bad but didn’t bave major con-
sequences, in modem tmes the scx that you
desire tendr 1o define the whele way that you
leed your life, whether you are inside or oulside
the heterosexual family ‘normm ™

Of course, Lhis only happenr partially: many
penple with homesexual desires marry. But for
many people their sexual desires lead to a par-
ticulur way of Life. Sexual desire thus becomes
s myich more imporiant feature of people’s per-
somality, =0 that one can Wik about people
having “sexual identities’.

MNone of this tells us how and why some
pcople in presenl day society grow up
heterosexual and others homosexual. It merely
shows that this differénce is not a hiological
one; but is socially created, Itis therefore guite
possible that pusitive images policies can result
in mote periple growing up lesbian or gay. This
is eapecially so because the institutions which
shape scxuality - marmiage, the family, gender
roles — are now In crisia. Sexuvaliry is unstable.
The dght wing fear of "coruption” has a real
clement of truth. Biology cannot be osed as a
defence of ‘teaching homosexuality” in
schools. We have to direcily answer the charge
that homesexuality if an inferior sexuality.

Equally valid?

There are three arcas in which lesbians and
gay men arc thought to be inferior. Firstly, our
sexual gcts sre thought of as unnatural.
‘Unnatural’ boils down to ‘can’t creale
children'. This is hardly a major 2ocia! problem
lo the modern world, though not having
children is important o fadividuals.

Secondly, lesbuuns and gay men ane thought
ol as having the weong gender — lésbians as
masculine, gay men as feminine. In modem
times, gince sexunl desire has assumed impor-
tant copsequences,  central pan of being a
‘proper’ woniin is desiring men, and an impor-
tant part of being a 'proper’ man is desiring
women; il you don’t, you're ool properly
feminine of masculine. This gender implication
of sexuality {s hound up with the existence of
sexpal identities. As long as there are sexunl
identities; with one (the heterosexual) con
sidered ‘right’, and ax long as there is a gender
gystem, there will be this association of lesbians
and gay men with deviant gender,

Thirdly, and cruclally, being leshizn or gay
is considered a misfortune “because Vou can't
have children'. Now, of coorse, leshians and
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gay men can and do have children. Bul
present day society this in difficolt. 1 is il
for directly social and economic reasons —miae-
rage, with s evomonmue dependencies and 115
predetemmined division ol lahour, provides a
predictable framewnrk for caring for children.
But a larpe pant of the dilficulty is thal soclety
considers it dangerons for chuldren 1o be ex-
posed to leshian and gay sexuality. Section 28
expresses this proldbition for lesbians and gay
men working [or local authorities: but i applics
cven mofe strongly o leshiang and gay men
being parents. Thus leshians and gay men and
childrenYiving logether usnally experence hos-
tility from neighbours, from schools: and, most
shurply, the courts regard lesbians and gay men
ws unfit parents and often prevent us and our
children living together, It is ironic that while
society tells us that we arc deviants “hecause
you caniol have children', the courts tell us that
we cannol have children ‘hecause you are
deviants'.

The stigma of
‘childlessness’

Tt is therelome frue that lesbians and gay men,
especially ones who are open about our
sexuality, are less likely to live with children
then heterosexuals are. The separation of les-
bians und gay men from children is therefore
not simply a result of our *deviant” sexual iden
tity, but is paer of that identity: our separation
{rom children shows our ‘misfortune’, and 18 2
reason for preventing children prowing wp les-
bian or gay. To a considerable extent, being or
not Being allowed (o be with children s part of
what defines heterosexuals and homesexials.

We have a vicious
circle:...there are
heterosexual, lesbian
and gay identities, and
the latter are
‘bad’...children can
grow up into lesbian
or gay individuals, and
this is ‘bad’...children
must be prevented
from growing up
lesbian or
gay...lesbians and gay
men are prevented
from living with and
being with children

Why do people see childlessness as such a
dizsaster? The relationships that an adolt can
have with a child, dre to some extent inharemnt-
[y different fmom those that she or he can have
with other adults jus by virue of age; this
wintld be so In a socialist sncicty Lo, Baot the

reasons thal people value parenthoosd are also
to a Jarpe degree specific to cluss and cnpitalis
gociches. People want children 1o ook after
them in their old age. Inhentance. not just of
property, but of skill, and increasingly of "Hie-
style” and ‘pemsonality” is important: people
waniio be perpetuated in another person. Final-
ly, bearing and rearing children ir o foem of
creativiry and productivencss. For working
poople, alicpated from our pard work, raising
children is an area of contral. In a sense, all
these histoncally Spchﬂc eaRonE involve
altenatron for the child, since they tend (o con-
atruct relationships between adulls and children
on the bariaz of considerations which are alien
1o the child.

A socialist aocicty wouold enable (hese
alienaling reasons for “having” children o
wither away. Old people would not be
economically dependent on their children: un-
equal wealih and skill woald ot be there to-be
inbented; and creativity within producrion as 2
whale would not reguire compensation through
dictatorial creativity with children. This would
open the possibilily of real chofce a5 to whether
of not to bear and live wilh children. The
withering away of the notion of compulsory
parenttyood would then be par of the withening
awuy of e heterosexoal and homosexual iden-
titics:

But there 15 another feason that
‘childlessness’ is considered a disasier. The
cenini feamre of the institution of the family is
thist children, within certain legal limits, belong
tw their parents, They have, or ore supposed to
have, a different relationship to their biodogical
parents from all other adults, and of course they
fiave no cholce over who these parents are. Ina
socialler society, children would have the nght,
and Lo the greatest extent posable the means; to
choose which adults they live with, There
would not be such pressure on adults 1o Live in
couples when Living with children. Chaldren
would need adults who were commiited 1o
them. But the sharp distinclion between
‘parenis” and ‘non-parents” would be: much
eroded. Thiz would furlher weaken the
heterosexualhomosexual distineton.

The fears poople have aboul “cormiplion’
cannat be side-stepped by saying thal lesbiang
and gay men are bom ot made, Nor iz it simp-
ly a matter of combuling ‘ignorance’, imherited
prejudice, or even ruling class propaganda
These fears anse [mm the conditions under
which people live thew lives: the biologleal
fanuly as the predominant means of child roar-
ing'and the gender system conpected 1o il The
gocial distinctions and real divisions betwees
heterosexuals and homosesuals, between Gt
and “onfit” purents, belwesn purents and no-
parents, are logically nécessary parts of how the
gender and family systems we reprodaced. To
create altermab ves Lo the Gunily and gender sys-
lemy as part of creating socialism will mean
eroding each of these distinctions and the way
iy which they reinforce each other,

Tssues of clhuldhood and parenthood are ex-
plosive. But in defending positive policies in
schenls and combating right-wing ideas aboul
‘eormuption”’ we need to find ways of speaking
about, and enabling ofhers to <peak about, all

thesz issues.
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The centinued vprising on the West
Bank and (Gaza Strip has put forward
the opbjective of full and unconditional
sovereipnty for the Palestinian people
a5 an immediate demand.

However, the Palestinian MNatonsl
Coancil's last mesting beld in December, and
which was considered 1o be the council of the
upricing, adopied resolutions controversial
among Palestinian political organisations and
activiste

Thismeeting addressedimelf 1o two audien-
ces. On the one hand, it appesled to immediate
aspimtions for an independent apd sovercign
stale by adopting the deciuration of o sate of
ndependence.

On the other hand, il addiessed the
American administmtion’s long demanded
gondition for reoognizing the PLO by accepr
ing UN-Resolutions 242" and 338, These
resolutions had abways been rejected by all
Palextinian crgnnisations, myd hod radicalized
political opimion against the Arab regimes who

Palestine National Council:

Backtracking on
programme

accepied them in 1967 and the |
early 1970

The reasonn for rejecting 242
and 338 still clearly spply today,
For they ignore and exclude any

national rights for tie Palestinian people. They!

cull for recognition and scceptance of the Is-
raeli sate, wlile over a million Palestinians
who were expelled from theit homen und
homeland in 1948 have po nght fo retum,
Their satus is recognised only as *relugees’.

Later in & press conference Yansor Arafar,
PLO head, went further in explicitly accepting
thie two-state solution. .

This last PNC meeting is no doubt one of
the most important urming points in the history
ofthe PLO. Tt ch.lﬁ:::mgmal PLO politi-
<ul pluiform of ion of Palestine and
secking & democTatic seculsr stale.

It ends the PLO's continuous previous
rejection of 242 and 338 ar & [mmework for
snlving the Palestinian national problem.

How thix PNCmecting and the PLO present

policy will affect the struggle in the immediate
and long term future is discussed below ln twa
articles,

The first is by Michel Warschawsly, 4 lead-
ing member, of the Revolutionary Communist
Lesge in the Jracli state, an organisation af-
filtated to the Fourth Intemational,

The second s an interviewr with Beshir
Khuiri, member of the Popalir Froot for the
Libemation of Palestine (PFLIT, who was
deported from the West Bank in January 1988
by the Imeli anthoritiss, accasing him of
being a leading figore in the nprsing.

Sana Samer

The following two articles have been
translated by Socialisi Qutlogk and
edited slightly for reasons of space,

A new balance of forces

I'hirteen months of the popular upris-
ing have soccessfully created a new
balance of forces hetween the Israeli
state and the Palestinian national move-
menl. which may eventually lead to 2
break in the pust-1967 log jam.,

Par this to hdppei, the PLD leadership
shoutid target a sel of concrete polineal objec
tives which may be sehieved Lo the medium
term fux o resalt of this new elationship of o
cerl. Mubody inihe scoupied territories
believes thut the popular upnsing on ils own 1
enfficient ty diive ont the lsruehi amy und the
setilers. But mosi people 2o tie mtiladah as
leveruge for permanent pressurs on Esraeli
snciety s, well as on intemational public
erprleeinn, that muy lead 1o negotatinns

The I'LO leadership oulside Palestine were
given two tasks by the leaders of the intifadah:
1o draw up o political agenda for the popila
simaggle; und 1o proserve o any cost te unity
between the different polincal cunents wathin
the PLO, withow wlich the uprsig would mon
intn seriows danger.

Al the meehng in Algicrs, under the com-
bined pressures of the impersalist states, the
Amb bourgenisie and the Soviel Union, e
PNCostaived to keep close toils mandate. The
main pofitical esalubon pocepied the pranciple
of the patition of Pulestine, and throueh ac-
brnnwledping 1IN resolonons 243 and 33k,
['i‘l:':‘r:grq\.‘q_:d the lsracl stare in s pre- 1967 bar-
ders, The PLO further declared s rendiness to
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nogotiale with Israel, through an mtenotion
conference, o voncrete peace [ommufa

Diespite. open differences, especially on the
guesticn of resolutions 242 and 338, the polltl-
ol currents within the PLO kept 1o their word
and mamtmned onity ab all costs, remaining
seated on the leadership bodies.

The el aim of the Algiers FNC was 1o [d
a way 1o gel tirough to Washington, underlined
by the perception that only US impedalism can
ol back Jrrael™s mtrunsigence and push them
1o negotiale withdrawal from the occupied ter-
ritogce s, Washington did not miss this appor-
tunity, and after further clarfication —m par-
ticular on the gosstion of lemomnsm — was ready
o take on board the Alglers msolutions as o
tuming point in order to justity a Ubmo i les
podicy of not dealing with the PLO.

The U5 devigion o reapen nfficial talks - not
negotintions— with the PLO has thrvsn the =
ragli miing clasa inta a panic. The Palestinian
irasses gaw 1t as & resounding viciory. Never-
theless the real intention of the US remains 1o
prize out Turther concessions fom. the FLO
leadership. As soon os Yaszer Arafar
denounced terromsm, the US sdmmstraton
wits {uick b reyuest an ¢nd o every form of
armed strugele. and even demanded the wind
ing up ol the intifadah.

There has been no:sign that the PLO leaders
iptend (0 put a stop io the uprizing, beanng in
il that Arafal relies on il for ammwmlion o
pursue fis manneuvres. The leadership outside

Palestine have himited powers 1o lmpose any-
thing on the popalar niovement inside.

While recogmising the necessity for certan
concesst g 1o ollow negrtialions o lake ploce,
there are meal dangers al every slape of Amfas
diplomuacy. Washington will relentlezsly
sfuceze the PLO for momr concessions, incdud
ing o request for Arafat (0 assen hamsell by
syyuashing his opponents, no matter whal the
cos, even if it were a new civil war within the
Palestinian national nevement,

Currents within the leadership of Eatab and

| ‘the PLO have declared theit readiness toaccept
| the compromdses necessary o setisfy the LIS as

well ds the Arb ourgeois regpmes. The PNC
resolutios leave an imporiant gup between the
urimediate. peed. te el the ocvupation and
achicwve Paléstinian suversipnly on the West
Bank and Gaza, and the achievemnent of full
sell-determinntion for the Polestininn people.

While it is vomect, under the short o
medium term relationship ol fomces, (o sspamis
the immedmte ami from the long term strate e
objeetives, and to accept as transitory the partr-
tinn of Palestine and the prnciple of negotia-
hwons with the zondst povemument, it remaing
dangeronz and pethaps counter prodiuctive lo
concede the long-tem objectives of the simg-
gle of the Palestinian people.

Either the Palestinian leaders want e Tective-
by to confine the outcome of the struggle to the
cstnblishment of o Palestinian stale i the Wey
Bank and Gaza (u which case they must he
ready for o vivil war that would make the zionist
occupation scem like a pionic); or else the

Teadership fully realise that the establishmentof
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u stmie on the West Bank and Gazs can only
resolve part of the Palestinian national guestion.
Tfthis Iatter is the case, they are mistaken inmis-
leading international public opinion, and public
opinion in Tstacl in particular.

To declare, ux the PNC did In Algiers, tha
reanlution 242 was acceptéd jointly with all the
ather 1IN resolotions: dealing with the right of
the Palestinian people to self-determination and
the night to rehom s nil sdeguate. What s

=

e O A N R

needad is a series of concrele proposals making
u bridge between the immediate objectives of
the diplomatic offensive and the long-teom ob-
jectives for the Palestinian people lo uchieve ni-
il self-determination.

Twnmajor tasks remain central, The popular
uprigsing wist be strengthened: the popular
commitiees are the only bodies capable of
resisting u sell-cut. Intemational sulidanty must
play an impontznl le in minirnining the im-

mense predsures piled oulothie PLO by the im-
penalist powers and the Amb bourgecisme,
reeking 8 hreak in the struggle for libembion.
The Revolutienary Communist Leagoe calls
for a concerted el o o pressun = govemments
in imperalist countries to recognise the new
Palestintan state unconditionally, and demand
that lsrael withdmw from the oooopied ter
ftones.
Michel Warschuwsky

The strength of the
intifadah is unity

BESHIR KHAIRT spoke tv Socialist
utfook

What do vens think e last Palestine National
Council (PNC) achieved, and whar are @y
implications for the wprising in the Weat Bank
and (Gaza Stnip?

The last PNC was the council of the in-
tifadah, and ils preparation centred on how o
support it Two main issues were raised. Firsl,
the resolutions conceming the uprising, which
were adopted unanimousty  emphasised the im-
portance of unity, the continuity and escalation
of the miifadah, and the armed struggle, The
second point on the agenda dealt with three is-
sucs: the declaration of independence and the
declaration of & state — both upamimously
passed —while the third point, the political com-
munigoe, snd particularly its relerence o UN
resolutions 242 and 338, was the subject of
muijor dizagresment.

The oppesition achieved 46 voles agains!
and ten sbstentions. The Popular Froat for the
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) was the main
core of the opposition. However, while appos-
ing, it alwo fuised the slogan of national unity.

The PFLP has always believed that if there
were imporiant disagreements it should
withdsyw from the PLO Executve Commitiee,
while-remmmnyg in all other PLO institutions.

By staying inmde the Executive we an sup-
porting national unity, but this in no way means
thiat we are ready to cover op our differcnces,
O the contrary, we see that in this very impeor-
tant perind of our peeple’s struggle it is more
pecessary (o upliold our convictions,

Mo do vou analvee what happened at the PNC
meeting with regard te the paliey of Arafat and
the right wing?

Amfmt's speech in front of the 1N con-
fereneoe in Geneva was colierent with the PNC
meeting. Later ot the press conference he mino-
duced some polnts which [eonsider to ke con-
iradiciory. First, rganding the right of the Is
raeli stole to exist, there waz nothing that
referred to it as such in the PNC msolutions.
Second, the question of termorism as explainsd
by Amfat at the PNC meeting was oorrect and
very different from what he stated al the press
confersnce.

We as a liberation movement donol prciice
terrorisn, And as a people we have been and =il
are victims of torrorisme ©n the other hand the
USA has carned out terromist acls against
wrrld- wide liberation movements, and the im-
perialist stooge in the region, the zionist state,
commils daily terrorist acts against our peaple
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and the Amb peoples, and haz been
engaged in intemational terrorism.

Third,; the form in which mesolu-

tions 242 and 338 were introdueed
by Arafat to the press conference
was different from threat of the PNC, which as-
soctated them with the nght to self-determina-
tion and other UTN resolutions.
The PFLP was very keen that unity should be a
number one guestion, and in facr made a
e prder to marniam i Bul how do
vou explain the ‘umity until viciory' slegan
while the right wing is going its own way? D
vou see a breaking point somewhers, and will
there be a time when this unity iy threatened by
the way the leader ship &5 going politicallv?

We do not understand unity as 8 means for
keeping 0s silent. What we see is a dialectic of
uniry and struggle. There is no strugple withou
ity and we sruggle trough undry,

The strength of the intifadah i9its unity — a
unity that goes beyond mere coordination of the
different political orpanisstions in the stmggle
It is importont now not to shake this intemal
nnity, and we think any cleavage in the exter-
nal mnity wall be reflected in the strugple inside.
The course of the intifadab l= towards con-
tinuity and escalation, and its development 1o
partial and then general insurmection.

In the same context we look towards increas-

ing the invalvemeni of the B50UK0 Palestinians
subjected in 1948, including those living unider
nccupation for 20 or 40 years, those under the
repression of the Amb regimes. or in the
dinspora. We must think not only of short term
objectives but of longer-temm siralegc ones, in
which the muin framework of our struggle is the
institutiona of the FLO.
Can vou fell ur something about the leadership
of the uprising and the character of the change
of consciousness that hay taken pluce, and thé
role of the working vlass?

The lzmeli authonties have worked essen-
tially to ammex the Palestinian economy 1o the
zionist one. The Palestinian workforce o
zivnist faclories, farms and settlements in-
cludes proand | 20,0000 workers: Trom the West
Bank und Gaza Stnp. In addition there are 4(-
&0, 000 workers without penmats. It was clear to
the leadership of the intifadah that to stop ths
large workforce from working an altemative
whould be created — but this was yel 1o be
prepared.

However thers were nther ways of crippling
thee Terneli eoonomy, including the organisatinn
uf the labour fome and several days of geperal

Faeﬂhlan rasistance Io lsraeli attack

sinkes, Today an increasing number of wodcers
refuss o work in seftlements, fanus or fac-
wories. The leadership of the wprising is
popularising the need for cooperatives and a
retum to the land.

The burgeoning home econonyy is the key to
the growing copsacious suppon for creating al-
tematives in dependence on employment in Ts-
racli farmg and factonies, snd helpe with the
hoyeoll of lsmaeh produce. A new consoions-
ness has developed ou this new material basis
of people’s power.

The case of the Undted Mational Leadership

is another striking example. As soonas o leade)
is jpiled or deporied, a doren others spring up
to replace him or-her. A now mogality of the
aprising has alan developed. Wedding
ceremonies and funernls become natjonal oc-
casions; Ltherg is comscious solidarity, a con-
soinus conmmmitment W being a Palestiman, i
the love of the land, snd 2 readiness (o sacnfice.
Esch and every citizen has a mle 1o play in the
intifadah.
Whar 15 the role of the Sovier Union ana otleor
international parties in solving the regronal
problems ™ Wihat abowt the stund of v und
Libya. which despite expectations plaved no
ridle during or after the PNCT.

KReganlless of our political attiude towanls
the superpowers { for us the LIS 15 the bead of
the impenalistcamp, while the USSR js e friend
and afly ) the Malestinian national guestion i o
problem for the Palestmans to solve This
means that our cholee of a1 solutlon is not &
Soviel chivice, nor Amencan indecd, bat our
choice. Mo solution could be imposed on n3
while we still retain our lgadership and inde
pendegics,

A% for the Amb regimes, they either con-
spired against the Palestinian nationsl probiem,
or were silenl or gave madequate support that
did nol measure up Lo the upnsing and the
racrifices of our people. Libya pives some
matennal support, and Irag adopted fanulics of
marlyrs nd wounded, but thiz is not enongh

The Amb Gull states paid billinps of dollars
to suppont Irag's wiar, while they pay only
crambs to the Palestinians. As we are payingin
blocid to defend Asab dignily and land, we have
the right for vil money o be directed inwands
the upnsing,
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Piern Covendish /Rellex

Revolution and
Counter-revolution
in Central America

Tn mid- January, President Bush
reiterated his suppuort to the
right-wing guerrilla movement
of Anpola at a time when the
Cubun troops are withdrawing.
Bush was also involved in the
Irangate scandal, and has al-
ways been a hawk on the gues-
tion of Ceniral America,

Should we expecl any change in
Amercan polley on Cenbial Aanerica
afier Hengan, or any evolption in =
regien that for Tong has locked 1o e
o the heink of being submeiged either
by revalutienary tides or by {loods of
repression |

Fot the millems of poor people
living in the fsthmus, Lfe femaind very
hard wind the futuree very arm. Mo
gonnines lsce fepression, Linfure. of
mtrder in waryleg degrees, Trom ler-
rlying death wuade: To struggls: in
|_|..,.:,-{l. clrcumslances represenls a
miel greater act of courage and Fasth
i in o ovor Cdeminoralic’ CoULISS
Hunger and poverty dotheie deadly
work, oven more: slowly and oo
painfully; there 18 no hnpe of any

pesceinl end To massve injusbees and
ineyualities, These in power wiiild
desiroy everything befors they give i
upy, as Somoza did m Micaragua
Y

In MNicaragua, the revolubiomary
process born on the 19th July 1974 has
been cnippled by naural disasters (the
mnst recent being the dramatic hur
tieanes of October 1988} and hasughl
fn its  knees  hw  the US
*deatabilisition’. This has [ailed
meilitarily 1o overthrow the Sandinists
aovernmeil but has had some success
i destroving the Immle and dépend-
ent economy, nivw in ahsoluls clios:

The econnmic prmblems ol the
wiler countries, kepl afloitl only by
muilllonz of US dollurs, we reflected in
mcreasing political polarisation, In El
Salvador, the “aeceptable’” face of
Chnstian Demoemicy has crumbled,
and hasopened space Gor the only al
temeative: the fascist ARENA pamy,
Ukely 0 win the next elections, wnd
posing a dilemma for George Bush,
However (e Salvadorag resvolution
ary fomees of the FMLN are guite op
tupiatic that viclory is possible, as is
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il ed i the armicle

The army is also in pewer in
Giratemala, though mol se openly,
siwe it can still hide behind a civilian
president: howeyer e cannot dizgnise
the huge problems of o tembly I
povarished population and the
strengih of the tevolutionary move
menl.

Central Amerva mises many is-
sues aboul revalution, evelutisnary
leaderstips, theie protlems and abidiry
o wan in the fuce ol o massive nulitary
and reprossive machinery. sef sguansl
them. It mises fundamental bor often
gnored questions, such s wonen's
lthemation ur the strupgles sand par-
lcipation of ladigenonus peoples,

It affers living examples to apply
and understand revolutionary theory,
shywing the complexily of real hife, in
which politicol weaknesses can cost
thigsands of lives. Above all, it
demonstrates the valoe ol Margist
faith in the nppressed to lake coninl
of their destiny and move owands
sociadism miher than barbanty.

Muria Asrtorga

R
“Ceniral

America
raises many
issues
about
revolution
and revol-
utionary

leaderships™
i
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Pl Conmnadish /Fefinx

FSLN banner: is it really the |

“The

average
Nicaraguan,
by the end
of July,
could barely
afford to
eat, and
while
queues had
all but
disappeared,
begging
began to
reappear on
the streets”

Fage 14

;m:ry of the workers'?

Nicaragua 10 years on

Which way for the
revolution?

Az the Nicaraguan Revolution
reaches the end of its first
decade a seriex of gquestions
about its pature stll remain in
the balance., The revolution
remainy & profoundly con-
tradictory phenomenon which
by its bare facts is able to supp-
Iv evidence for both those who
see it as a socialist revolution
and those who doubt the infen-
tions of the ruling Frente San-
dinista Liberacion Nacional
(FSLN}.

This con be shown at an ecomymic
level by two examples where the
direction of Sandinista policies hes al-
bowed the development of two con-
tradictory class tendencica.

Ini the first case, in February 19388
the FSILN implemented o senes of
economic reforms which have led toa
decline in the living slandands of most
workers and peasanta) Food guaman.
tees that had previously been univer-
sal were withdrawn for all but govermn-
menl wodkers, whilm the prnces of
hasic graing were no Jonger controlled
and deft to the so-called laws of supp-
ly and demand. The past few years had
scen a disappearance of the *popular

| stores” which hiad guacanteed o decent

supply of all basic geodsto everyone

— especially in the poor neighbour-
hoods (barmios ). The long térm closure
of the stores, n addibon (o the more
recent economic changes, have had
the effect of encouraging und
strengthening the petty-bourgeoisie,
the bowrgecisie and the capitulist
market place,

The motive [or this policy was (o
eid the shorages that wers develop-
ing in the supplies of basic grains, and
to legalise what was an enormous
binck niarket. Included in this move
was amore populist change in the cur-
rency mte which, by being introduced
ovemnight, ambushed thousands of
speculators and, becanse there was o
limit szt on the amoont to be ex-
changed, denied the internal sup
porers of the US-hacked anti-govern
ment ‘conta” forces all the funds they
hiad bailt upr in old currency.

Inially, these refomms were very
popular becanse of the short temm ef
fect on the speculators, but this umed
ot tio be a side issue compared 1o whiat
followed. The freeing up of pnces did
encourage the peasants to grow marme,
the slustages in supply were over-
come; but only at the price of a col-
lapse inthe incomes of urban workers
and many of the poarers peasantry, who
have nosurplus o sell, and los pround
o the genemal inflationary effects
which the refomm halted only tem-

pormarily. The averape Nicampuan, by
the end of Toly, conld barely afford (o
eat, and while quenes had all but dis-
appeared, begging began o reappear
on the stréets as o resull. At the sume
tirme, during the ninth anniversary
celebrations, Danlel Onega an-
nounced thatl the myolutine: was now
sociallst in charcter.

The second example occurved at
the beginning of hely 1988, The FSLN
decided o natiomalise the San An-
tonic Sugar Miocessing Complex; not
only the plant itsell but a muilway line
and thousands of hectares of Tand, -
cluding vintually *he whole town of
San Antnnio which wos the propery
of the [amily that owned the plant
This was the largest private enterpnse
in the whole conntry, and its Lad was
part owned by the technicians who mn
the plant.

The company was knowm for its
liheral patron-client relationships
with its workers in terms of work con-
ditions, food guamniees, wiges and
housing. There was fierce debate
amongst the workers at the plant abwout
whetheror not the nationalisation was
a good idea. The Frente explained thal
despite help from MIDINRA (the
deportment responsible for ngrionl-
ture) the complex hud failed 1o come
up o expected production levels and
that it felt a creeping decapitalisation
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was in progress, Suce the plant was
the largest private company in
Micaragus its nationalization was a
real waming to the bourgeoisie, but
orie that was not based on the social
struggles of the oppressed.

How we read these apparcntly con-
tradictory events depends on our over-
all analysis of the regime. One might
sugpest that the Frenie's long temm
commitment to the mixed sconomy
produced both the price reform and the
nalionalisation. The price reform be-
caiize the dominant bloc in the Frente
was not prepaned toses the elimination
of the mixed economy wid wanled io
support markel conditions in the
agricaltural sector; the nalionalisation
because it is not unosoal for anti-im-
pemlist pelty-bourgeois epimes 1o
carry oul wholesale nationalisations in
vanous seclors o guamnies the over-
all repreduction of the mixed
sconomy. This analvsis would put the
Frente clearly in the historical tradi-
tion of the "thind way’, the revolution
in the hneage of Mexico rather than
Cuba,

Another view is that the
natonalisation is another caleulared
step in the expropriation ol the bour-
geoisie and the socialisation of the
economy, Price reforms in themselves
dor not indicare the anti-working <lass
namee of the regime itself given the
ecomonue difficulties that it is facing,
The Frente have decided to ex-
proprizale the part of the economy they
feel ahle to run na period of war, leay-
ing the pelty-hourgeois sector lo ac-
cumunlate and stimulale the economy
in the style of the Bolshevik MNew
Econmnic Policy after the Russian
Revalution,

It 14 nol possible to reduce the gues-
tion to-one of economics, Nationalisa-
tiom 18 no more indicative of 8 sootalist
state of govemmen! than the introduc-
tivm of martket mechanisms is an in-
dication of a leadership of bouwrgenis
or petty-bourgeois intent. In the early
transitional penod of a socialist
regime the economic guestiol is con-
cial hut not delerminate: the guestion
of wha holds political power and how
18 koy-

The FSLN argues that the will of
the popular majorty in Nicaragua is
represented through the Nalional As-
sembly and that the revolulion is o
pluralist revolation. Somie defend this
analveiz by claimmg thal Mwcargua s
a pluralist socialist democracy in its
early rlages, All parties have equal ac-
ceas to the media and have the nght io
argue for their pont of view. This 1g-
nores the Tact that in Micaragua ons
party has a monopoly of contrul of the
state and the amed forces which un-
derpin it The police fomce 15 an ex-
plicitly Sandinista pohice force and the
army is explicitly a Sandinista ammy.

A regime of sacrifice: young women under arms to fight the contras

In every area of the state machinery
and in every mass organisation the
Frente has a monopoly of power. The
Mational Assembly is simply a Con-
stitutional Assembly which the
revolutionares crealed becuuse of
their expected overwhelming
dominance within it, and because of
the political space this would pve
them n natonal and jntermnational
pulitics.

This situaiion does nol indicate that
the wodang class and s allics hold
powerin Micaragua; it does indicate is
thal perhaps the FSLN hold power on
theirbehall. The overthrow of Somoza
wis a raprd alTair and the workers and
peasanls had liltle experience of =eIf
organisation, They were thrown lnto a
aifuation where they had immense
responsibilities with little practical ex-
pevence, This problem implied amas-
sive cuftural revolotion in order that
the oppressed could begin to run their
owm lives. Part of this process was the
literacy campaign. Yel just as the
prixcess was gaining hold, the revolu-
tion was faced by a maszsive counter-
reviolutionary war which has lasted for
the last seven years and has effective-
Iy drained the resources and the
revolutionary ¢lan of the people. This
should not be underestimated.

Ecunomic hardship and war have
acted to demobilize the oppressed and
to centralise power and resotnces into
the machinery of the FSLN, Many of
the lncel Sandinista Defence Commit-
tees (C13Ss) whilst fonctoning are at-
tended mainly by Frente mulitants;
many workers and peasants are oc-
cupied by keeping their heads above
water hecause of the price mcreases.
The everyday stmiggle to survive in
Nicaraguamakes it difficult for the op-
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pressed o take pard and construct a
revolutionary democmcy when fac-
lory-based proletarians arc con
spicuous by their sbsence and the
huilding blocks of the revolution are
peasants, artisans, wodeers in small
shops, street sellers and Agriculfural
profelanans.

The wodcer peasant alliance as the
basis of socialist democracy does not
cxist as an urban-niral axis but as o
rural-moral axis. outside the wrban
centres. of power. Whers thers are
proletarians they do nol hold power;
but, on occagion, they participale inil.
This problem is reflected al a mass
political level where there 15 now a
tendency 1o distinguish between the
Frente and the revolnfion. An opinion
poll conducted by Envea, o magazine r
supportive of the revolution, found |
that while over 80% in Managua sup-
por the revolution, 67% did not sup-
port any party with 30% suppoiting
the Frente and 3% supporting all four-
leen oppusilion parbies put together,
While this is by no means o serions
problem for the FSLM per se, it docs
pose real prablems for the formation
of a mass parlicipslory socialist
democracy.

At both economic and political
levels there are significant problems
lor the revolution, the resolubion of
which will d2pend io & great degree on
the character of the leadership and its
relarinnship fo the revolotionary bloo
on which the seizure of power was
bazed, Either the revolotion remains
in 4 lengthy tranmtion perdod or the
revolulionary dynamic has been lost
and a populist preject is about roenter
8 petiod of aevere crizis either via a
reabsorplion into the world capitalist
system or & qualitative break to the

“The
economic
question is
crucial but
not
determinate;
the key
question is
who holds
political
power and
ﬂQW'”

“Where
there are
proletarians
they do not
hold power;
but on
occasion,
they
participate
init.”

Page 15

Bl -l e Lo e s e e _ = oo _—




“The FSLN
will have to
depend on
the self
organisation
and mass
mobilisation
of the most
oppressed
and those in
whose
historic
interesis a
planned and
socialised
economy

and society

lell The evidenve available over the

last vear suggests that cither of these
scenaros are an arguable porsibilily.

The Sandinista [eadership is in no
serise d colerent revelutionary marx-
ist leadership (Thers are Marxists,
Christians, mdical social democrals
anil radical pationalist= in the FSLN
and who iz dominant is notat all clear).
The overthrow of the old Somoza dic-
tatorship in 1979 was nol a definitive
socialist revolution, but an anti-oligar-
cliic revolation led by the anited [ronl
of forces within the FSLN amtached to
miass prganisstions. The project of the
Frente has besn to hold that bloc
together while opposing the counter-
revolutionary war.

This blnc dtrelf has contradictony
tendencies within il {from landless
peasant, unemployed wotker, street
seller and market vendor 1o so-called
‘patriotic bourgeoisic’ which the
FSLN has ingisted iz a part of ils
project) which at the overthmow cither
supported the FSLN or sccepled its
leadership against Somoza, It is these
contradicions within the FSLN and
the anti-ohgarchic bloc, combined
wilh the contradictory fendencies in
the econnmy, alongside the clec-
toralist nature of popular power in
Micaragus {which has witnessed a
aubgtantial demobilisation in recent
year) that supyest a further break is
requiresd to assire the socialist charme-
ter af ihe revolution,

With the defeal of the contms al-
meesl certaln, the counter-revolulion
will become an Intemal affair bucked
by the Central Intclligence Agency
and the Dlnited States state deparn-
ment. The FSLM wall have to depend
on the self organisation and mass
mobilisation of the most oppressed
and thoze in whose histonc inferess a
planned and socialised economy and
society will operate. This will imply 3
tansfer of power from the Frente 1o
the workers, poor peasaniry and other
oppreased layers via organs of
zocialist democracy of the Lype most
appropriate to the Micareguun Situg-
ton.

1t i5 thiz nexl step [orward which
will be the gualitalive break required
apd could induce a mapture i the anti-
uligarclibeal revolotionary bloc which
mizy be reflected inside the Frente San-
dinista itself. While not recognisimg
the lutter point, OrlandoNunez, ajead-
ing revolutionary socialist in the
FELM, vullines such an approach in
his book "Democracia y Revolucion
en lag americas’, The stralegy s 0
develop a Popular Assembly of Mass
Orpanisations alongside the National
Assembly. There is no discussion of
how these two struclures would
nperite together hul any new assemb:
Iy of such a kind would be a step for

Flers Cavendiah Refiex

b=

23 o
"y

ward to the develapment ol & neal
rowdalist democracy, It has also been
micted that the CDNSs may become n-
struments for discussing more than
purely local prollems — they may stan
by comnmder fasues of woniversal impor-
tance. These lwo developments
wonld, i time, negrate the role of the
hourgenisie as a political and
economic foroe aml redoce the birpor
tance of the Mational Assembly whils
instituling organs of ¢lass mle. This
wruld change Lhe physiology of the
Micaraguan Revolulion and lmply a
definitive and yuoalitative growing
over of the anti-impenalist, ant-
oligarclue revolution into 4 permanenl
revolution of a socialist characler,

Itizin asmrategy of thia type that the
hope of the revolunon lies, The ablliry
of the FSLN in muobilise the workers
and peazants in times of orisis hus beg)
reaffimed duning the evenis Lhat led
up o the hurmcane and the reconstne-
tion project thal has [ollowed it; bat
fusther mobilizsatons and yualitative
advances can only be assured if the
mass base of the FSLN do not suffes
further hardship al the hands of the
Frente's economic policy.

The FSLN can ne longer allow the
the free market and so-called Liberated
prices 1o do any more damage 0 the
poor and oppressed. They must
eliminate these scedbeds of capitalism
before they eliminate the political
power and arganisational will of the
oppressed. This woald imply, at a
minimum, re-introducing food
guaruntees for the poor, climinating
the g landowmers that =il exisl and
tuming their land over to the landless
for the production ol hasie grains: s
wonld coumter supply problems if it
ware gombincd wilh an dceelertion of
the programme of shilting cotton
production over to basic grain prisduc
tion in the Pacific Coastal aress The
massive ivestment gived o e col-
ton bowrgeoisie could then linance e

Sandinista soldiers: the army has been reconstructed

i

development of basie copsmption
goods ndusines (and soine caplal
guuds indusiries] to encodiage
proletananisation aid the prodiction
of wage moods o eschunge with the
poasantry.

Twn things are clesr. The nevale-
ton ol 197 clearly deprived the our
geoiaie. andd 18 alles of political
power. Secondly while the FSLN
claim thal it is the people who hold
prvwer i Micaragun, 11s an fuct the
FSLM and us armed wing which hold
the mins nf the stale mochine ond
prdicy moking processes, which have
ineluded incorposting the " patrotic
bourgeolsie’ and other foes liostile
to i sociallst project into e vl
tionary bioc. It istrue that Nicaregoan
socicty went throngh an excephinnal
revolutionary crisis which threw
together forees and developed o
beadership of ncredible breadil and
depth in opposition to the dictarorship.

These fores wer cohmentenough
under e leadership of the FSLN to
destroy the oliparchy and o lave
some alternative anti imperialist
vision of n just society of prodicers,
bt this did ot and does oot aply
thiat the pevolobionary 2ocii=] alior-
natrve had or has begemony within the
revolitionary bloe,

It s this contradictory polifical
realty that is reflected theougtont the
cconomy, politics and sociery in
MNicarmgua inday and leads to the cone
clusion that the intemational and ns-
nonal balance of forces alongmde the
counter-revalutionory war ond the
prfitically mixed nature ol the Frate
Tendemshup has produced in Nicarmged
an extended perod of what Trotsky
believed would be an excentinial ot
cumEEnee — p workers' aud fumers’
govemunent wlech Bas stll (o nake
the definitive hreak pywards the
socialist mvolution

Will MacMahon
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11th May 1988 and its

consequences

A very
Guatemalan
coup

The capitalisi world only talks
aboul events that suit its
ideological purpuses or make
monpey. The ongoing massacres
of poor peasants or military
coups that matter in the political
destiny of the oppressed are not
worth reporting.

Despite its failure, the anempted
coup of the 11th May in Guateniala
was significant as il markéd o tuming
point in the policy of the Christian
Democrtic government of President
Cerezo, the failure of its counter-in-
surpency project and the culmination
of deep divisions inside the ruling
clazs and the army. Since then,
maobilizations of the popular move
mient and repression have béen on the
increase:

Last to eat, first to die

Guatenyala, the country of heautifil
Maya ruins and colourful Indian dres-
ges, is ofie of the ward to live in. It
ranks only third in Latin America for
the quality of life, Between 40 and
55% (depending on the cstimales) of
its populatiom are ‘extremely poar’
and up 1o B6% live below the poverly
line. It has the worst infant monality
rate and the worst literacy rate of
Central Amerca, one of the poorest
health records and the most unequal
land digtribition of Lann Amenca,
Life expectancy is very low, in par-
ticular among the Indians whe repre-
sent some 3 o 7% of the population.
Orver 60% of the 2 million adults avarl-
shle for work arc completely on-
employed. In this intensely ravist
socicty, pure-blood Indians are com-
pared to plants aund animals whilst the
ladinos, the mixed-blood people,
dominate sociery. There are 22 Indian
communities all over the country, and
all speak a different idiom. This can
miake communication difficult, a=
Rigoberta Menchii reported in her per-

sonal testimony, ‘L. Rigoberia
Menchi’. She explained that hunger
and poverty are another form of kill-
ing in paralle] to direct repression,

Guatemala hasa strong agro-export
sector (hased on coffee, coftton and
sugar) to the detriment of production
for local consumption and in which
wages are extremely low, a fairly
strong industry — both controlled by a
limited number of families.

£% of Guatemalans contrml %% of
the land. Cotton production, the miost
leheeur intensive, crashed recently due
to falling wold poces. The private
zector did not invest much in the last
few yeais with the recession in the in-
dostral countries and the fear of polio-
cal instability in the region. Instead,
the profits made have been sent abroad
or lavishly spent by the tiny ruling
class. Poces of staple {ood, however,
keep on increasmg: maize ad beans
trebled in 1985 alone.

Guatemala Ltd

Three interwined groups control
the country and miake huge profits
The oligarchy, the Guatemalan
ladinos elite which started in the last
century when coffes became a major
produce, has since moved onto in-
dustry and oiher agro-expors. They
generate three-guarters of the
countty's foreign exchiange.

The armed forces have always
played a much more important mle in
Guatemala than el=ewhere in Central
Americy, becavse they did not keep to
the subordinate role of defending the
interesis of the mling class bul have
developed their cconomic base, with
snme generals becoming millionaires.
The Bank of the Ammy is the Tth
larpest in the country. The specific na-
ture of the military in the country has
prompted someauthors to pame it
‘Garrizon State’ or “Garngon
Guoatemnala’,
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Fiem Covendish Felex

Decislve elements in the ‘garrison siate’

The LS multnetionads and banks
are often linked (o the traditional
families and the srmy. In 1085 there
ware 483 branches vrsubsidiary of 1S
truistiatbonals including M0 of the top
SO0TTS companies. They far onrwelgh
the national industnisl copital,

Iinsurgency and
counter-insurgency

Iiscontent and revolis are patursl
given the pross inequalitics of the
gitualion, Repression has reached un-
belicvable heights in Guatemala, until

thie eardy B0'r when mejor biows were |

inflicted ro the guermnila organisalions.
The Guatemmalan guemnilas are, with
Uer 20 year history, the nldest ingur-
geil movement on the continent. The
varous organisations (ERP, ORPA,
FAR and PGT) regrouped in the
Guatemalan Nanonal Revolulionary
Ulnity (LTRNG) in February T2 and,
despite thewr defeal a0 the massive
army counter-offensive of 198 |83,
have reemerged as a vigomous palin
cal and military force to be moluded
imany solution to the memal criss
The ceunter-lnsnrgency project
with desipned in |982 0 ‘defleal
atrategicaly’ the URNG by military
means, by ntemational isolation aad
by social measires to lessen the exist
ing contradictions, Part of the
messares consisted in mibiansing the
villages by foscing all men to enrol
il patmls, Numerous villages wers
destroyed with their inhabitants reset-
tleil in mode] villuges nrixed wath In-
dians ol diflerent communitiss Lo
dedtroy the vollective sense of
zolidanty and force them lo learn
Spanish, the only comimoen language.

“the wors
infant
mortality
rate, the
worst
literacy
rate, one of
the poorest
health
records
and the
most
unequal
land
distribution
of Latin
America...”




“in
September
1988 a new
organisation
of women
was formed:
the
Coordinating
Commitiee
of
Guatemalan
Widows.
Known as
CONAVIGUA,
it adopted
the
following
slogan ‘for
the dignity
and unity of
women, we
are present
in the
struggle of
the people’.”

Never a threat to the
system

In January 1986, for the first time
after 32 yrars of unbroken military
mule, the civilian president, Vinicio
Cerezo, took office. The result was
praized by the US Administration as
the “final step in the reestablishment of
democracy’. It was of course part of
their strategy to isclate the
‘totalitarian’ Nicaragua, Rigoberta
Menchid said: “Vinicio Cerczo has
kept a space for himself with the
military. becanse he has never been,
and never will be, a threat to the sys-
tem. That is why he is the President,”
Cerezo came to power with a very
watered down programme that still in-
cluded a policy of “active neutrality”
in the regional conflict and o stance
againal the military overthmow of the
Sandinista govemment as advocated
by Washington. His efforts won him
support from the intemational com-
miunily after years of isolation because
of the appalling human nightls record
of Guateniala. Cerezo had dropped all
idea of agrarian reform and wanted to
restructure the economy vsing Inter
national Monetary Fund schemes.

These measures required snme
politcal opening and led to conlronla-
tion between different groops of the
nligarchy and the military at the time
ol the 1987 Peace Plan initiated by
President Arias of Costa Rica in an at-
tempt to brang peace to the whole
regioi

Peace and power

The Esquipulas agreements [vrced
the Guatemalan presidenl 1o open
space for o dislogoee wath its opposi-
tion, as was requested by Micaragnato
the delight of the US strutegists, This
was lotally rejected by the oligarclhy
which wanted to eradicate the revolu
tonury movemenlThe gmoup of the
*Officers of the Mountain’ appeared as
& major pressure group within the
wrmy which forced a unilateral break
of the talks, Then came a number of
defeats in Cerezn’s attempls Lo win'in-
temational recogrmition. Asaresull, the
US aid approved for Guatemala was
redisced and the ‘neutrality” ended,

The bad and the ugly

In 1976 when the US government
out military aid to the counltry, some
officers were trained in Taiwan army
polibical centre and othersin Amencan
centres. lsrael became the major sup-
pliers of militiry amms and eguipment,
This resulted in 2 very different con-
ceptions in counter-inrITgenCy.

One sector of the amiy is led by the
Defence Mimister Gramajo who calls
for respect of the institutional proces-
seq. It is supported by the members of
the oligarchy involved in exportation,

commercialisation ndostry and
financing;

The uviher faction led by the *Of
Fieers of the Moantaln® 15 opposed to
dialpgue with the URNG, to the
agrarian refom, o the retum of the In-
tematinnal Red Crosz, (o the presence
of the Soviet and Cuban press cor-
respondents (who have had 1o leave
gince), and wanin the dismissal of
Gmmajo and the mamtaining of the
civil self -defence patrol. They are sup-
ported by the agro-exporters mvolved
in coffes and cattle production. For
them, the govemment should be total-
ly smbordinated to the military and
they show Little concem for the poten-
tial loss of international aid and

Labowr and Popular Action - formed
at theend of | 987 as a response to the
governmenl's policies on electricity,
salanes, prices, human tights viola-
tons, the nght to organise and the
rehm of the Jand to the peasants) he-
caure of the threal of general sinks,
He sign#d the union'a demands, hence
acknowledging their legitimacy aml
opening political space for their par-
ticipation, The nligarchy reacted
strongly against it in particular given
the rmT'iliCE] nature of the agreement
which included the legalisation of the
CUC {(Commiltee {or Peasant Unity)
conmidersd a “violent faction on the
fringes of the law'. The government
waz also obliged to create conditions

The Guatemalan Nativaal Revolutivnary Unity (URNG) was
formed on Febuary 8 1982 by the Guerilla Army of the Poor
(EGP), the Revolutionary Armed Forces (FAR), the Organisation
of the People in Arms (ORPA), and the directorate of the
Guntemaian Workers Party (PGT). The unity process was con-
solidated in May 1985 with the formation of the general command
dmﬂﬁ@ﬁmmuﬂmmmﬂmmmn

legitimacy that this could entadl. They
helieve that “waris war’ and ame gain-
ing ground, They are behind the 11th
My attempted coup.

At the end of 1987 the army
lauiched a campaign which was to be
‘the final battle sgainst the
tnsurgency”, 6,000 troops were seqt
into the Qmiché depantment. The ex-
pedition ended without even an offi-
cial report. According to the LURNG,
{he armmy suflemed some ¥ casualiics
in 60 daya of confrontution. At the
same ime, vanous plids or rumours of
coups in the capital prompled several
moves of trmoops anound the country
and large military operationshad to he
suspended becanse of fears of uprizsing
against the govemmenl The guernilas
were able 1o strike at the army and ex-
tend it operation to nearly half the
country, The intensification of the
armed conflict failed to meet the
army's objective, With itz demand for
n poditical dialogue, the UBRNG took
the initiative. Defence Minister
ramajo tned to justify thishy stating:
“The radicalz within the ammy sy that
lialogue constitules a political defeat.
Tuo my mind, rather, the dialogue is a
ratificarion of the military victary over
the LURNG. Dialogue is a euphemism
we use in speak of surmender”.

Agreements and
disagreements

There was nosurrender however. In
April, President Cerezo signed an
sgreement wilh the UASE (Uniy of

for the repatriation of mfugees living
in Mexico and to support the demand
of the GAM | Mutual Suppon Group)
to form a commission shout the disap
pearad,

Then came the visil of the RUOG
(United Representation of Lthe
Goatemalan Opposition). Omiginally
the government wanted to use the visil
for its owin aims and publicise it wide-
ly. When it was accepied by the
RLUOG members, it then iried to
prevent it, 2of the 4 delegales wers ar-
regted and released the day ol their ar-
rival. The visit backfired on Cerezo. Ui
was one of the main reasons for the
L‘GI,.IP.

The coup failéd. Cerein and
Gramajo are gtill in control, For the
moment. Since the coup, the death
sguads have grown. AL the end of
August, wore than hall 'a million
Goatemalans went on stike as the
government bas nol honoured its
promises, The aims of the Cermen
government have all failed and Cerea
is loming mare and more crediblity,
The URNG iz gening stronger, The
main problem remains the anny. as it
his been formany years in what some
have called Garnson Gvaternala - The
Guatemalans still talk aboul 'the
coup’ becanse it sipnalled the end of
the Christian Democrat advenmire and
i new stage for the revolulionary
nrovenent,

Maria Astorga

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK no 12 February 15889



El Salvador Y™’

The end ~.°N

In 1989 eves should be furned (o
El Salvador. In the view of the
FMLN armed liberation front,
after nine years of civil war, ‘the
end is at last in sight”, This view
is an opfimistic one, but not un-
realistic. The FMLN paint three
scenarios for 1989: a neguotiated
political settlement to the war, &
popular insurrection, or an es-
calation of the war.

S0 what has changed in El Sal-
vador? How can you tell when a vol-
cano is about to erupt? Tt is important
to understand the degree of social in-
justice, poverty and oppression that
are the roots of the present civil war.
The human rights abuses, the total ab-
sence of national soversimty and the
large scale cconomic crisisthen follow
from the govermnment's insistence on
continuing the war,

The FMLN has been referred Lo by
US observers as having the larpest
guersilla army ever in Latin Amerdca.
They are vastly more powerfnl than
the Nicamguan or Cuban insurgents
on the eve of their revelutions,
However they have to be. They are
fighting an amy that has been rebuilt
from top te bottom with massive train
ing and aid from the US. At $2million
aday, LIS aid is equivalent to 105% of
the Salvadoran budget. Bl Salvador
has reached the record dependence of
South Vietnam dodng the height of
the Yietnam war.

The Salvadoran ammy simply can-
not handle any more hardware or add.
They cannol expand the number of
combatants ss much as they wish even
by pulling youth out of cinema quencs,
Their methods of forced recruitment
pmoduce an unmeliable, discontented
and demoralized amy. The FMLN
will rely on s level of disintegration
and defection from the armed forces to
carry through an insumection.

Even against this highly trained
army, the FMLN constantly takes the
initiative, Their list of military actions
is impressive. They can take almost
any lown temporanly and make
regular attacks on fortified army bar-
racks including recently in San Sal-

vaido.

Everyone
recognises that
the FMLN can-
not be defeated in
the near foture,
not this century,
Nor, however,
can they defeat
the armed foroes
and a possible US
interventicn on &
purely military
level, If the
people choose 1o nse up against a US
puppet staie they have an extremely
capable army to lead them.

The mass movement han grown sig-
nificantly over the last thiee years
Militant trade unions have been built
through strikes and  demonstratons.
These wnions fommed the Natlonal
Unity of Salvadormn Wodcers (NTS)
which has further sparked the
development of other mass organisu
tions. The UNTS has become some-
thing more than a trade vnion or-
panisation, and includes peasants, the
oniversities. homan nghts groups.
women's and youth groups.

The UNTS tokes a differsnt ap-
proach frem the trade union move:
ment in the late 1970°s. People are
facing varies problems thal have a
common link, falling living standards,
fewer jobs, rising prices, higher taxes
and a reduction in welfare, health and
education provigion. All of thess can
be indentified with the government’s
special economic package which
demanded austerity as o nulitary re-
guirement to fight the FMLN,

Salvadorans are being asked 1o
make these sacnfices fora war they do
not support. They want peace, and
they have been won to the demamls of
the FMLN and the “political” wing, the
Revolutionary Democratic Front
(FOR), the UNTS and the catholic
church for a negotiated political setile-
ment to the conflict. Human and civil
right are massively abused with
government complicity, The people
are becoming increasingly aware thal
the war is being carried oul under in
strustions from Washington, as wellas

Joe Fish Tefiex
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Salvadoran workers lsunch UNTS

noting the high levels of US infer
ference at other levels, notably within
the trade union movement itself,

The UNTS has brought togethes
the lssues ol national sovereignty,
hurmsan and civil dghts, Uving stand-
ards and peace: These are all issues
connecied to the war and to
Washington, so the solution is a na-
tional political one. The UNTS works
to pase o commen rolution and way of
fighting. Unity, self orpanisation, col-
lective resources for the use of all, na-
tionil soversignty and democmcy.

Top of the list is a negonated politi-
eal zeitlement to the war. By this they
do not mean a deal negofiated be-
tween the FMLN/FDR and the
government, but anativnal debate and
agreement which involves all the
mass organisations. This process has
already begun as the Cathalic church,
tlie universines and the UINTS have
el 1o forums and eonferences Lo put
forward their analysis of the country
and potential solutionz for disonzsion.

This creates a very powerful sinia-
tinn. These forume are nol soviels, or
forms of dual power, for they have no
power. However these forms of mass
organisation have enormous poten-
tial, for they exist in the midst of a
revolurionary civil war, despite every
attempt by the govemment and US to
demobilize them.

The anti-insurgency programme of
the U8 has failed most cleardy i irs at-
tempt io produce a stable and respect-
sble government. The Christian
PDemocmtic party, the POHC has failed
in itz mission. Its leader President
Mapoleon Duarte is dying of political

|

“Militant
trade
unions
have been
built
through
Strikes and
demos”
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cancer ai well as of the real thing, The
party has been exposed as commapl and
liaz broken down into factions squab-
bling aboul who iz to take over from
Duarie. Their base has: gone over
cither to UINTS or to the far rght
ARENA party, breeding ground of the
death squads,

The ruling class does not know how
to deal with the economic, political
and military crisis. A prowing faction
within the ARENA party is in favour
af the total war solution, They figure
that killing 50- 100,000 people in one
gowould stop the mass movenent and
revolutionary potential [n its tracks. At
present the death squads have been
told to keep the death toll totens rather
than hundreds per month, The fgures
for 1987 werc a dozen dead bodies
dumped per month, increasing four-
fold for 1988,

With the collupse of the political
centre, the 1S has had to improve rela-
tions with AREMA, and with itz new
leader Christiani who has replaced the
nolorious d' Avhisson, It ls trying 1o
paint ARENA as a reasonable paty
vommitted to buman dghts. But this
does not remove the mality of the
polarisation taking place.

The state seems incapeble of meet-
ing the demand for s negotiated sci-
tlement. Meanwhile it is propped up
by massive financial subsidies from
the US. While much of this goes in
comuption, it is much harder for the
7S to maintain this aid (recond in size
only to that give to Ismel) if the
government is oo openly fascisL

Lt this context the presidential elec-
tione in March are quite important.
They will be fradulent and only a
minogty will participate, bui they
might be decisive in decidmg the
balance of forces within the bour-
peoisic and influencing their sub-
sequent strategy, ARENA arelikely to
win, although probably not with an
oulright majority. so 1t might have 1o
go o & second round,

Tt is very interesting that the FDR
hiave decided tn participate and stand
candidates s part of the pewly estab-
lished Democratic Convergence
{C1). This has resulted n an open but
apparently friendly split berween the
two revolutiomary fronts FMLN and
FDR. The FMLN will aot call for a
vute for CD, but for abstention. Boik
fronts stress the tactical namre of the
disagreement because they agree that
the clections wre (radulent and that
power cannol come form winaing
votea through them,

Guillermno Ungo of the Socialist in-
termnational affiliated MNR is stunding
for president, and Reni Ruldan of the
Social Democratic party, which is not
part of the FDR, is standing for vice-
president.

CD} say they arc not competing [or
yotes, bui in order 1o put foreard their
politics, in porticular 3 negotiated
political seltiement to the conflict. IT
they hold a balunce of votes between
the two parties, they will not recom-
mend that their supporers votes for
either of the other purties.

The intemational context is critcal,
The most difficull issne is that a
popular insurrection and military vie-
tory hy the FMLN would undoubted-
Iy be met by an invasion of US troops,
The FMLN/FDFR. is very aware of this
and is preparing the ground to make it
as difficult as possible for any US in-
tervention.

The US policy is lo confain the
situation, given that its plans to defeal
the FMLN and sect up a pliant
demncracy have miserably falled.
There is no reason 1o believe that the
Bush administration will differ from
Reugan's. The US is particularly cager
to get the intermational oade uniom
movement o aid it in it stlempts (o
set up parallel unions in Bl Salvadorin
order to nndermine the miss moment
The CIA continues this work with
Biitish trade unions; but the TUC it
self has taken a stand in favour of
promoting the LUINTS, which isa boost
for the Salvadoran labour movement,

Latin American govemmenis take
the Salvadoran revolutionary situation
sedously and are probably more aware
than the US government of the effect
of a 1S invasion on the whole sub-
continent. Argnably they would prefer
a leme revolution to a violent counter-
revolution imposed by the US. This is
alzo the view of the Socialist Intema-
tionak.

Guillermo Ungo of the FDR iz also
the vice president of the Socialist In-
ternational and was invited 1o speak Lo
the European parlizment in Movem-
ber, asure gsign of the differences that
the Buropean camialists have with the
LIS counter-insurgency approach.

What arc the essential features of
the Salvadoran revalution? Firstly the
size of the US intervenlion prior to an
insurrection means that the
revolutionaries face a task far more
difficult both militarily and poligcally
than that faced by MNicarapua or Cuba.
Given this the revolutionanes have
aclieved a great deal, something naot
to be underestimated,

The project of the evohtionumes
his been to win hegemony. They have
gone a long way lowards this wath
their demand for o negotiated political
solution. A large social political
movement hias developed which iz
much broader than the FMLN fighters.
If the movemenl continues fo grow
and the povermnment refuses to recog-
nise it repressing it mstead, the condi-
tions will be =i for an nsutecion,

one of the FMLN"s seenanos.

But what would o negotiated polis-
cal solution mean’ Could it bea Lan-
caster House Lype solution? Quile pos-
sibly, hut the best way to look al is is
as o framework for o political battle
that could go vanous ways, nof as 4
solution in itscl L However, this is not
hesw if i presented by the FMLN,

It i= a steatepy that i3 undoshtedly
working in the revolutionaries’
favour, whatever the risks involved
with it are. Most impoertantly il is a
policy that allows or anticipates muss
participaiion in the process of decid-
ing the future of the country, in 7 way
furmore advanced Lthan any bourgeois
election process.

The problem is that it is posed as a
solution within itsell. It i difficult to
see from here if people are being
misled into belisving that peace could
be achieved through compromiscs on
both mides. Allematively the unlold-
ing of the strugple will teach people
the need to replace the entire stage
strochures, and replace then with =
new onc hased on new valnes and a
different social und ¢conomic order.

Trotsky put forward an jdes o his
wrilings on Britain, that the people
will try everything clse hefore revolo-
tion. This could be a giant practical
lesson that the bourgeois stale cannot
in any of its various forme meel e
demands of the people. The choice
facing the people would then be the
FMLH slogan “revolution or death”,

[n Brtamn our slaring point mest be
solidarity: suppon for the right of the
Salvadoran people to self-deteming-
tion, support for the tade nnions and
the mass movements in their just
strugples. The way 1o do this is
through the Bl Salvador Solidarnty
Campaign (ELSSOC.

Get your trade union, trades coun-
eil, Labour Parly or whiatever 1o af-
fillate locally, regonally and national:
Iy to BLSSOUC, IF you camnot do it
yoursell, gel somecne you know 1o
tuke a regular active role in solidarity
work through their loeal branch of the
campaign, The starting pomi isaifilia
tion and donations,

ELSS0C 15 vastly under e sourced
becanse people have lost mierest over
the eight years of the civil war Now,
when El Salvador is neaeer popularin-
surrection than any other coantry in
the world, the campaipn will be un-
ahle to meet the new demands being
put on it unless the left gives il more
sopport. The rewards are not only
giving concrete support but being in
the best position to leam from the un-
[plding revolutionary process and is
strength and weaknesses,

Crareth Maostyn
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Riding a Tiger
into a blind

alley

In our fast issue (S.0. 11), in Tigers the Indian Army
Cannot Tame', Finn Jensen argued that as ‘the
leading force — politically and military — in the fight for
a liberated Tamil Eelam’, the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) should be supported by socialists
internationally, irespective of differences over their
tactics. M. MANICKAM and LAL SILVA take issue

with him below.

Jensen's analysis contains inaccuracies |

and fails to deal with the ethnic conflict
in Sri Lanka and the role of different
political and military groups from a
class perspective. His article
reproduces uncritically the selective
‘facts” and interpretations which the
LTTE use, and so Jensen unwiltingly
abandons a marxist approach.

Tamils and the Tamil nation

Tamils make up-about 215 per cenl of the
population of Sri Lanks. But there are sig-
nificant caste, class, political and ecomomic dif-
ferenoes between the Tamils in the northem and
eastern provinces of Sn Lanka. and the Tamil
plantation workers who live mainly in the
Central and Uva pmvinces. Jensen lumps them
together.

And by stating that “A plantation cconomy
was inticduced in S0 Lanka which forced
hundreds of thousands of Tamil labourers to
migrale to the Sin halese sonth’, Jensen givesthe
impression that a significant proportion of these
Tamil plantation workers came {rom the north
and east of 51 Lanka, or Ceylon, as it was then
called. This was not the case. All the plantation
workers came from South India and they were
reparded as low caste "untouchables” by Ceylon
Tamils, who were nsed as middle management
and u& sypervisory personnel by the British
plantation Raj. In 1948 when the first post-in-
dependence government formed by the conser-
vative United Mational Party (UNP) dis-
enfrunchised the Tamil plantation workers; the
overwhelming majorty of Ceylon Tamil MPs
voted in favour of that drconian acl. Themars-
ist and lberal MPs (mainly Sinhalese) voled
and cumpaipned against it. Furthermors, up
until 1963, Ceylon Taml polincians regularly
formed coalition governmenis wilh the LINP.

This scvounts not only for the traditional an-
tagomism between the plantation Tamils and
Ceylon Tamils, but also for the total lack of sup-
pont emongst plantation Tamils for the demanid
for o separate Tamil stale, dedpite the super-ex-
ploitation they have sutfered for many decades.

These are not just historical issues. Even
today, the LTTE has no programme for the tea
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plantation workers,

Iy faited to support
their struggles. In
fact any attempt (o
campaign on the
specific demands of
the  plantation
workers has been
oppoased by the
LTTE =& & diver-
sion. Nol murprising-
ly in Lthe recent
presidential elec-
tiong held last
Ueceniber, the vast
majority of the plan-
tetion workers voted
for the LTNP candidate.

For the very same reazsnn it 18 methodalog-
cally incorrect — if we still accept Lenin’s
method — to lump together these two sepoaruts
and distinet communities as one nation, Quite
apart from cultaral, caste, and clags differences
between these two geoups, they live in different
geographical areas and have diflerent ‘sational’
aspirations. For Jensen ‘nation” (s an shistorcal
concepl: he speaks of ‘two pations” unified hy
the Brtish, therehy using the termn “nation” in-
terchangeably with the term ‘kingdom”, (Troni-
cally, immediately prior to the British conguest,
the m-called Sinhala Kingdom in Kandy was
ruled by Tamil kings and its official language
was Tamil,}

In ouropinion, the develoginent of the Tamil
nalivn in Sn Lanka is o post-rmpenialist and
post-capitalist phenomenon, with its rovtsin the
inability of Lhe post-independence 5o Lankan
ruling class to fulfill basic tasks of rhe
democratic revolution. 1t is theoretically and
politcally incorrect to refer to pre-capitalisi

political formations as “natiops’. Jensen falls:

into this trap.

The development of o Tamil ‘nation’ was by
o means a foregone conclusion. In fact there
was a far preater degree of class solidanfy
across 3n Lanka as 3 whole — bath in the ruling
¢lark a5 well a3 in the working class - than on o
linguistic or ethnic basis, in the Drst deeade after

Sri Lanka unlon demo against 1965 UNP government

independence. The Sinhals and Tamil bous-
geoisie ganged op against the Tamil plantation
warkers in 1948 preciaely becavae theses
workers had voted [or mamicl and working
class mepresenialives o parliament that year. iT
it were nol lor the Ceylon Tamil mepre-
senlatives, the firgt povemment of Sr Lanka
wiontld have been a coalition of working class
and ethnic minonty representatives Jed by the
Trotskyist LSSP (literally transiated, the "Equal
Society Party ).
Tamil resistance

Jengen’s potted history of Tamil resistance
[eaves nut nne very tmportant fearure of almost
all Tamil political formations ncluding the
LTTE. That is their consistent subordination of
the interests of the Tamil peaple to bourgenis
andfor inperalist interests,

Jennen states that in 1976 the Tamil Umited
Liberution Fronl {TULF) calfed for the “restora-
o wnd reconstitution of the free, soversign,
gecilar, socialist { 1) state of Tamil Eelam’ and
that “the 1977 general election gave 3 majority
in Parlizment Lo the nght-wing United Motion-
al Parly, with the TULF as the leading opposi-
tion party,” What has been omitted here is that
despite their rhetoric, the TULF was an oppor-
tuiist bourgeois formation and that in 1977 the
TULF made a secret pact with the UNP. In
retum for certain concessions and posable of-
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fers of ministerial jobs, the TULFR delivered a
substantial portion of the Tamil vote outside the
norh and east o the UNP. Jensen' s article also
fails to mention the fact that many of the lead-
ing cadres of the LTTE its=1l were the sirong.
army men of the TULE.

When UNP repression compelled Tamil
youths o take up arms, the leaderships of most
armed groups switched their allegiance from
the Sri Lankan bourgeoisie to other ruling clas-
ses — including the ndian hourgeoisie. These
leaderships consciously and deliberately
prevented the development of solidarity he-
pween Tamil masses in the north and east and
the oppressed Sinhala workers and peasants, or
the super-explnited Tamil plantation workers.
They would seck the assistance of plantation
youth only as foot soldiers in their ‘Eelam’
suicide squads,

Prettifying the LTTE

Marx often said that if appearance and realiry
were the same there woold be no need for
zeience. We need o look further, beyond the
rthetorie and hehind the superficial appearance
af LTTE s class character { where Jensen peems
to stop), to the reality of their politics,

The LTTE (with, 1o a lesser extenl, the stu-
dent organisation EROS), more than any other
Eelam group, have treated not just the Sd
Lanksn ruling classes and the Sinhala
dominated ammy, but alse ondinary Sinhala
workers and peasants, #5 their enemies. They
have carmed out innumerable attacks — mas-
sucres —of Sinhalacivilions, Small children too,
have died at their hands. Just like the Sinhala
soldisgs who indiscriminately attacked Tamil
villagers, LTTE cadres have repeatedly allack-
ed Sinhala civiliang. Before the armival of the Lo
dian peace keeping force in 19R7, this policy of
the LTTE strenpthered the hand of the govern-
ment and Jinkala chauvinists, It also subsian-
tially weakened the efforts of progressive for-

_ces in the Sinliala south that supporied the right
of self-determination of the Tamil nation and
npposed the militarist and chauvinist policies of
the povemmeil.

Whilst every subjugated nation has a right to
dstermine the tactics and strategy it should
adopt in the struggle to froe its=if, those within
that nation must adopt stralegies 1o unify
workers and afl the oppressed forces against the
ruling class. Socialists have an additional
responmibility; Lo assist workers 1o develop n
socialist conscinusness, It 15 nol enough mere-
ly to tail-end bourgeois and peity-bourgenis
currents in the nationalist movement, Through
their programme and their schons, sncialists
must consistently seek to hreak the bourgeois
and petty-housgens stranglehold.

This the LTTE will not do. Tt is the most
tight-wing of all the Eclam groups. Instead of
promaoting political debate and dialogue with
other Tamil liberation groups it has altempted
to anniliate them — particalasly those who mise
the awkward izsues of caste, class and women's
oppression. Since it 15 backed by powerful
bourgenis interests, il undoubtedly haz the fire-
prwer o nulgun its democratic and left-wing
opponents. Berween 1983 and 1987, an es-
timated 3,000 Ezlam militants have died. 1,500
were killed by the Sri Lankan amny or police.
Another 1,000 were militants of other groups
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killed by the LTTE. (A further 260 or so were
LTTE members who took cyenide pills when
captured by the army, and the remainder were
militants killed by their own nrganisalions.)
Organisations such as the Eelam People’s
Liberation Front [EPRLF), which aims tocom-

bat casle pppression and has set up grassoots |

committees of the maises, have been the chief
targets for LTTE liguidation campaigns. Like
the Sri Lankan government, which set up spe-
cial detention camps {the most nolorious being
at Boosa, near Galle), the LTTE alzo st up their
v version of Boosa. After abomb wasthrown
at Kitin, an L'TTE militant, all these detmnees
were summarnly executed,

And in Janpary of thiz year, Adnamalai, the
JalTna leader of the Trotskcyist NSSE, was shol
and killed by LTTE forces,

In the Tamil community itsell — both nation-
ally and intemationally — the LTTE driws ils
support langely (rom the upperlayers of society.
Internatiomally their main Ainancial sopport has
come from the late Chief Mimster of Tamil
Madu — MG, Ramachendrn and the American
Tamil Association. Many Tamil socialists are
suspicious of the amount of Amencan Tamil
momey going to the LTTE. One of LTTE » most
vociferous supporters (at present cumpaigning
for them in Britain), is M. Satyendm, the former
Chair of Union Carbide in §n Lanka. He waza
vicions anti-working class record co-operating
with the St Lankan govemment in 1978 Lo
smash o number of workens' strugples, He is
one pmongst many in the LTTE pack. The
LTTE claim to be advancing the cluss straggle,
even in the notth and east, is, o say the least,
absurd,

Relations with the Indian
ruling class

The Indians, sz Jensen correctly states; cer-
tainly trained and armed the LTTE better than
other groups. In particular the Indians made
sure that left wing groups such us the EFRLF
were nol well ammed.

The Indiwns had constant conzultations with
LTTE leaders. They were the enly group con-
sulred by the Indian government immediately
before signing the Indian-5ri Lankan accord,
To all the others it was presented as a (ait ac-
compli.

The LTTE did not always oppose the peace
accord Initially they accepted it and tried to put
pressure on the Indian govemment Lo imple-
ment it in a manner that would allow the LTTE
1o dominate the Provincial Councils. In fact to
date, the LTTE haz not called for the withdrawal
of the Indian peace keeping forme from Se
Lanku

The Revolutionary Marxist Parly of 5o
Lanku accurately characierized (he accord as
hogse-trading between the Indian and Sri
Lankan bourgesisies, over the heads of the
Tamil and 511 Lankan masses. The LTTE is a
part of this robber gang and is in no way a
revolutionary force. Tisyuame] with the Indians
is not uhout transierming social and economic
power to the masses. For their part, the Indians
weant to ensore thal e US and ofher westem in-
terests do pot extablish military bases in 5o
Lankw

Jensen seems 1o have lgnored the fact that the

LTTE itself wants to do'a diplomatic deal with
the Indizns. And the Indiann do oot wanf fo
climinale the LTTE at the dsk of weakening
their hargaining power with the Sinhala bour-
genisie; so they are smuogly usmg all the polit-
cal groups to achieve their ends, To this extend
Jensen is right — the Indians want to 'lame" the
Tigers — bul not eliminste them. Contrary to
LTTE propagands, the lndian peace keeping
fome has succeeded in limiting the effeclive-
nesaof the LTTE, largely becanse many people
in the nonth and cast have become war weary.

The LTTE'S blind alley

The LTTE policy of alienating all other sec:
tions of the oppressed masses in S Lanka has
driven them more and more into the arms of the
Indian and other bourgeoisien. They have
fought tooth and nail against any Tomm of
demncratic grassroots organisation of the mas-
ges, npposed moves tochallenge class und caste
oppression, and sought to maintain their grip by
sheer armed might and the physical elimination
of all other political currents. They have
alienated not only Sinhala toilers and plankation
workers, bt alsn a substantial section of the
Tamil masses oo In the recent Provincial
Counci] elections a majorty of Tamils in the
eastern province defied LTTE threats and their
call to boyoott the elections. The LTTE are not
‘the leading political and military force” i the
fight for Tamil Eelam, as Jensen clums.

The Leninst thesis

Often petty -bourgeois nationalists will brn-
dizh Lenin's thesis on the national questicn but
emphasise one aspeet of his thesis and happily
abandon anocther. They draw our attention 1o
Lenin’s insistence that =socialists should recog-
nise the fght of oppressed nations 1o decide
their wwn destiny: the right of self determing-
tion, incloding the right o secede from the op-
pressor nation.

However. in the very sume thesis, Lenin also
emphasised that on no condilion should
workers” organizations be divided on national
or ethnic lines. Furthermmaore the whole Uuust of
Lenin's onentation was (o assist workers of the
oppressed nafon, whose socialist conscious-
ness had been blocked by national oppre ssion.

By intervening in the struggle for full
dempoeracy, socialisis enable these workers in
overcome this obstacle and create conditions
for a unificd struggle to overthrow capitalist
rule, This involves = dual fight — against
chaovinist consciousness of the wodkers and
tailers in the oppressor nation, and for o class
programme &nd aguinst bourgeois and petty-
hourgecis curmenis within the oppredsed nation,
Socialisis must implement this appronch i il
totality and struggle against pelly-bourgeocis
charlatans seeking ro steal some of theirclothes
to serve their own class necds,

The LTTE, like many other petty-hourgeois
nationalists, have been guick to adopt those
aspects of Lenin’s thesis on the national gues-
tion that suit theirclass interests, whilst discard-
ing and suppressing those that don't. Viewed
from this standpoint it looks like the Tigers
have taken Jensen for a nide,

M. Manickam and Lal §ilvd
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Getting to grips with
Thatcherism

Is ‘Thatcherism’ a completely new political phenomenan, or just a handy smokescreen to mask the
capitulation of sections of the Labour, frade union and Communist Party leadsrships? Or is the truth

somewhere between the two?

In the last issue of Socialist Outlook Phil Hearse in a controversial article suggested Thatcherism
represented a decisive move towards a ‘strong state', and embodied elements of ‘semi-bonapartism’.
Here, JOHN LISTER, opposing the notion of ‘semi-bonapartism', widens the debate by looking in
more depth at the origins of Thatcherism and its dependence upon the weakness of leadership in the

labour movement.

Future articles continuing this debate will also include a political assessment of the ‘Charter 88’

campaign around democratic rights.

THATCIERISM has in the past few years become the
measuring stick for political ideology and method not
only in western Eurvpe, Australia and New Zealand but
also — especially since 'Thatcher's Polish visit — in the
Stalinist states as well.

Recent amicles In two unportant Sovier publications show that
perestroika is bringing In i1s tramn s growing appreciation of the politics
of the *Iron Lady', saecording to the Financial Tines, While an apticle ln
Pravda was comparalively muled, stressing her anccess in furing around
the economy, accelemting its growth and stubilising the British shae of
warld trade, another author, writing inSorsalisicheskaya fndustriva was
positively sulogistic.

The Boush ruling class tumed in desperation to Thuicher, writes Mr
Lev Makarevich, and chose well- ' Innine years she had "Lifted die country
out of itz depressed state”, privatised ailing industeies and sacked wieomn-
petent burcavcrats.” {(FT Docember 61)

Both writers point adminngly tn the growth of share pwnership and
home gwnership in Brtain, and repand the Thatcher reforms 35 a unified
perestroiki-style package Both agree thal Laboor is unlikely to win the
next clection, and hoth age contemproons of the trade unions; of which
Makarevich poinls out: 'Overcoming them proved easy, since the leader-
ship was paralysed by bureaucracy and fear of the seientific technical
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revolulion.'

This approach bs oot only himinating for our understanding of the
politics ol taday’ = Soviet bursauuracy and this implications of perestroika,
but 2lsu s reminder that the Thatchente package of policies has been de-
pendznt for its implementation upon 2 conadn el abionship of class loroes
that has been 2stablished since 1974,

In this sersse it 15 useful to look again at the question of definition of
Hie Thatcher government and its ever-incrmasing powers:

In the December-Junuary issue of Socialist Outfook, Phil Hesrse
sltessed the mintater strengthening of the state machinery and irs use by
the Thatcher govermment, as well as her dominant persnal role in the
cabinet, apd satned of the possibility that the govemment is becoming a
“semi-bonapanist’ combinuion berween parlismentary democracy and
forms of dictatorship.

In posing the question thiz stagcly, Phil’s article bas unleashed a num-
bet of heated responses (see Leflers page), Many feel that the heavy
qualifications needsd in using the term *semi- honapanist’ tocharacterise
Thatcherism are so far-reaclung as 1o question the value of the label ln-
deed the questions arising fron it flow thick and fas:

* Would a *semi-bon apartist’ regune, in the sense that Tk y ralked
of bonaparist dictatorships in the 1930s, really remain subject to regular
clections in which it could be simply voled put of office?

* Hus the Tuory Pary been refashioned behimd the scenes mio the
power-base of o new dictstorial regime !
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« T2 it true that the incipient revolutionary strength of the working
class forces the British bourgepisie to contemplate sicl extraordinary
measures in order to preserve its class mile?

« Are Thatcher s-anti-union and anli-democratic measures — sweep-
g and breathtaking though they e — gualitatively more dmconian than
those prevailing in otlier advinced bourgenia democratic eountries { West
Gemuany, the USA, Japan)?

There are other problems with the nee of the term “semi-
bonapartiem”. By implicitly (through the analogy with actual dictator-
ships) exagperaling the extentio which Thatcher’ s authontanan approach
rests npon extra-parliamentary sapport, it Tuns the serinus nsk of fosler-
ing illumons that a “real’ bourgeois parliamentary povemment could not
act in Ui increasingly savage fashion we have seen since 1979, Yet in
Eact Thatcher is simply taking ndvantage of the British pullamentary sys-
teny, which has always been wide open to the arbitrury abuse of 2 large
majority by # right wing party — provided only that it iz able to maintain
safficient discipline over its MPs.

The same options have never been
npen toa majorty govemment ol the lef,
since the Tull vse of these padiamentary
powers depends upon the connivance of
both the media and the establishment —the
judiciary, polics, military, Lords, monar-
clhiy and the like —which wauld certainly
intesvene [o-disTupl any progressive
migammes from the very nuteel. This is of
course why the notion of a *parliamentary
road to socidlism’, whetlier in the Mar-
viims Trday or Militaner (" Enahling Act”)
verminn, was s prpedroam long before Nel
Kinnock and Co jettisoned the word
‘sincialism” from Labowr's voeabulary.

Acsecond pmblem with the insistence
upnn the ferm *senii honapartism” |5 that
hy overstating what is new about
Thutchersm i ¢an — i the manner of
Marxigm Teday's [txation wilh and
capimlation to the apparenl strength of
Thatcherism — open the door o defeanist
“solimmes

One such selution that has ben raised
— lhough not by anydme writing in
Socialist Outlook — could be the gearch for desperate last-pasp
‘democratic alliances” on the model of the Stalinists” ill-fated 19305
‘Populur Fronts’, wming toappeal todemocrstic’, ants-authontaria els
ments of the middle class and bourgeoisie, precisely thess elements who
have done so litthe to fglit any aspect of Thatcher’s polivies up in now,

This would be patticulady pemnicious if (unlike Phil Hearse's
proponals, bat as with Marxizm Today and itz Tellow tavellersan the
fahour movement) such alliaces are scen as 8 subshimne for working class
perlitical action, or as a step towards coalitionist “anti-Thatcher” elecinrml
fromls.

While ouly & died in the-woal secturian would dsagree with Phil
Hesrse that every democmbc nght must be defended against Tory altack
through campagns involving the widest possible united fronts, the ex-
tent 1o which this can be scen as a front-line response 10 Thatcherism s
limited, not least by the minuscole extens to which more than a handlul
of the middle classes; let alome wet Tones, are prepared to hecome in-
volved in fighting the govermment (excepl perhaps on mre, emolive 1=
enea sucliasClause 28), There is no sign, forinstance, of substantiallayers
of 1he while petty hourgenaisie gelflng angry over the immigration faws,
the agti-union laws, or the laughably anti-democratic Housing Act,
designed by coutiting shstentions as votes for change) o force even mire
council hoyses into private hands.

However wide we may wish 1o throw the campaipgning net, ani
whatever sucoess we have in domg 0, the decisive factor in each of these
major struggles remams the role and the mass orgisations of the work-
ing cluss. And here the issue ol leadership is absolutely central. Indeed,
whit Pravda and Saesiglsticheskaya Induziriya poinl oul bt many
British analyas frgst, 15 that Thatcher's successes to date can only be
preperly understuod in the context of anolysing the nnresolved and ap-
palling crisis of leadership that has confronted the workers’ muovementin
the 19805,

Anchew Moofe /Rafley
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Police powers have Increa
paralysis of labour movement

Before resoring to new definitions and labels o chamcienze
Thatcherism, we muost be cortan that the present situstion has sutgrown
the old terms and explanations, Yel there seems no reazon to alter our his-
tonieal mdersanding of how Thatcherism developed from a glint in the
eyes of uhandful of right wing ideologues and the bar-room daydreams
of the more hrutal employers into the present rampant offensive against
working clwis rights and Living standards,

Insofar as Thatcherisin represents a qualitatively new politival foroe
— personified by and impossd through the decisive personality and
uuthority of Thatcher hersell, mthlessly selecting, purging and remodel]-
ing her eabinet in her own image — it derives not from 3 new dictatonal
grip on the state machinery so much as the conscions adoption of 2 van-
goard ole by the party of the cepitalist class, cnergetically wsing the
powers already npen (o them. And this strength of purpose hus, 2specisl
ly since Kinnock s takeover asleader in 1983, been reinforced by the al-
most total collapse of Labour and trade union oppositiod.

Sacalist Ohutlook has previoosly editvmalised on former Tory cliair
Merman Tebbit's definition of the role of
political leadership — moving from
analysis to define nevessary tasks, nnd
then throuph detennlned aetion Lo mmple-
wment the policy decided and if possthle
convince Lhe electorate or in ony case
chanye the satus quo), We have puinted
ot that Tebhil's approacli - heseechining
Thatcher herself — is much closer to the
‘Leniniss’ noton of the vanguad pele of
the pary than that of the current Laboug
Party leadership. Tebbit’s method i3 the
polar uppasite of the Labour leadershap’s
tirid “ask the MORL pullsters™ view of
hiow policies should he wilosed to avold
offending the existing prejudices ol the
eleclorate — ensunng oo commitmenl o
rilical change.

Thatcher and the strongest elensars
of hier icam grasped the mle of generals
leading the counter-attack of Britsh capi-
tal agminst & workers” movement which
despite—or partially because of - 1he con-
cessions and reforms If had won since the
wur, wat ddled wath a hureaucmiised,
passive, complicent trads union and poliical leadership. Even the mare
militant shop stewards movement and rank snd file Torces lacked any
developed class conscious soelalist leadership capable of withsanding 4
[ull- seale onslaught from the employers, The treditional power-base of
the shop stewards mavement, in mauficmang industry, had abtendy
comte nnder attack dunng the Laboor povemment, and was the [ust 0
suffer the syuecze al ecession under the Tones,

The Thatcher yeas have been marked hy o relentless drive to oxplait
every opportunify opened up for the bosses by this leadership veises
Leaming the lessons from Edwand Heath's balf- hearted efforis af anti-
anion laws and hig inelegant relreuts, culminating in the electonl defeal
of Februury 1974, and wtilising the new police ani-picket syuadsset up
by the Labour govermment tosmash strikes at Grunwick and othey fimms
inthe bate 19705, Thatcher resolved to prepare the ground more thomugh-
ly for cach confrontation. The Toty strategy relied upon the “sulaml
tactics” of pickmg off one sectinil at a time — and ook for granted the
refusal af TUC and Labouwr leaders to fight for uniled mass action.
Thatcher was allowed to pick the best ime to proveke each fight, and
then ahle Lo ulilise the full Torces of the state 1o hold the line, us uniots
were conlmuited one by one.

Tt was thensfone oo accident Ut e Tlraherite priorities were —i0
erder — monetaist policies 1o squesee indlation through mass wiemploy-
ment; anti-union laws o bang home the allack on wuois alrady
woakened by the recession: and wave after wave of privatisation 1o
liherate resources [or tax curs and effect what Thatcher expects to be an
imeversible Bhow agoinst the “comporans)’ slale ssclo

Through monetast discipline i ihe first phase, employers wers
press-gunged imlo imposmg 1assive closures, nedundancies and speed-
up almogt actoss the board in manufaciuring industry. As [rad e seen
during the peried of Labour govemment, trade tnion leaders and sliop
stewapds avcustomed 1o nepotisting oft wages and conditions in nmes of

s = : - o
sed: bul key is political
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relative expansion, had never questioned the
“riglit” of the employes toa profit, and there-
fore te make firms ' viable” incopetalist tetms
at & prive of massive redundapcies and
closnres. Thisinahility tochallenge the logic
of capitalism {transtomed mto an argument
that only through collaboration with
employers at every level to prevent sirikes
could johs be saved} has hecome the bedrock
of today's politics of ‘new realism’ that
dominate both TUC and Labour Party.

The same period hroeght the refaxation
of exchunge contmols, which enabled the big
employers wid e fmence sector o maxi-
mise their profits despite the meoession by
channelling vast sums of NMorth Sea oil
revenues into investment portfolios over-
AEas.

Despite the political weaknesses of the
Inbour movement, ths first phase couldonly _
have succceded under conditions where the g_
trade union leaders refused 1o strengthen und =
link up the eardy strugeles which qu.n:k_l} '5
broke out against a still new and inex- G
perienced Thatcher govermment, TLUIC g
lemders in Febmary 1980 ganged up not 10 5
sujyport but to isolate the marthon 4-month =
nationnl steel minke (squashing calls for
general strike action and potential support
from miners and rail wodkerz) and simul-
tanenusly sold oul the BL carworkers; other
sections oo were held back from struggle
unti| aflter the steelworkers had been forced
buck 1o work with s hollow *victory' on pay
and the certainty of plant clomres to follow.

Criven this kind of scemingly limitless elbow roony by rerrified TUC
leaders, Tory policies successfully tummed the serew on manufaciiog Lo-
dustry, and guickly theew over 2 million additivnal workers onto the dole
quenes. Thizin tum halted the progress of nnionisstion u e private sec-
tow, und abso— alongside cut afiercut in unemployment and social securiry
benelits — began Lo open up what has been a deliberatle and ever widen-
ing gap between the employed and nnemployed working clars.

The lesson for today, however is that it aeed rot have happened. In
[980 it was nob the 'bonapardist’ wse of dictatoral powers which kept
Thacher in office so much as the tmidity and treachery of the wlon
leaers

The Torles next tumed thewr attention to a frontal attack on the trade
nndens themselves, inthe lorm of two major Acts piloted through by Nore
man Tebbit, Once again the TUC showed ftself 10 be all moath and
tronsers: miosoon ax the NGA print workers ran up against the new laws
ind the courts i fighting Eddie Shah's Messenger Group im Warrington,
and the NOA faced threats of sequestration, the TUC collapsed and aban-
doned ifs pledges to pive industrial support.

Hy the time the miners, ton, had been sequestoated, months into ther
strike, the TUC had long shandoned even thie pretence thal it would dely
unjust baws, aml umion chiefs promoling the “new reillsm” could hirdly
congesl their hopes thal Scargill and the NUM wonid be defeated. The
bitter battles of Wopping and the Mational Unien of Seamen s retreat in
front nl the sequestrators in the P&D dspule simply rubbed in the facl
thnd the unionis” bloff had been called. and that vistually 2very national
aneon leader had been shown 1o be spineless, and the TUC itsell moreas-
ingly ay irrelovance.

It txom this new balance of class forces—backeid up and budpenned
hivee By new peaks of pelice thuggery on the proket lines diring and since
the munery” strike — thar Thateler' s authority and aushoriiarianism rest.

By their tacit suppon for the goverunent, or refusal to combat
Thatcher’s offensive vn the MUM, and their insistence opon drowing
falee, defeatsst lessonz of such major ¢lass battles simce 1980, the TUIC
leaders ave alzo played a key role i consalidating her palitical gnp
within imporianl sections of the capitalist class and Tory Party, Even
employers who suffered squeezed profits fromn the salier monetansd
policies huve been placated since she delivered the gonds in the form of
tax cuts and major blows againgt the unions. And even meote hive been
delighted by the shorl-lerm profits benanza opensd up by privatisation.

Stalanc
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Wapping dispute: landmark in Tory anti-union
offensive

= The drive to privatise the major state in

dustries - shoily to reach & new peak with
the sale of vast electrivity and warer indusiry
agsels — began in part from the monetarist
Aquecze on Cloas-making” natdomilised in-
dustries {zteel, shipbuilding, Brtish Air-
wiys, BLcars). I also sternmed From e Tuss
to Uberute vast profits generated in namral
menopolies such a3 Bntish Telecom and
Butish Gas: and it later developed through
¥ mass share yerues as a sophisticated brbe ta
mee prosperous sections of the middle class
. and conployed woring lass.

Though she has been egged on at each
stage {o go further by visioniry prophets of
the ultra-right, If is stifl not proven that
" Thatcher has all along simply been camrying
thrmugh sages of a pre-fomulated overal]
stralegy  One of her former policy advisors,
© Patrick Minford, in s recent essay braids Lhe
early exereimesin council house privatisation
a5 ‘indtially a sideshow” (In Thatcherimm, ed
Roben Skideisky) Mobilislng the shon-
term sell-interest of existing tenants tohreak
up the public sector in housing proved sue
cess(ul In many ways: it won exta Tory
voles; it undermined anolther area of local
govemment; and it boosted the long ferm
profits and prospects of estuls agenis, private
develipers, hinlders and landlords.

Minford then descobes the subsequent
moves [owards mass share jesies in the
privatisatien ol the big nationalised -
dustries as 7 logical "lollow-up' 1o the unex-
peciedly populir success of the housing ‘sale of the century”. OF course
the goal of pnvatization could as eaaly have been carmied oul by scliing
shures primarily 1o big ciry institations. As it is, the whole myth of
“popular copitalism® — where o fow more prosperous share- owaing
workers labour wnder the delusion that they, oo, are capitalists — appenrs
lr have tnken shape empidcally sather thun to & pre planned formola
Huwever the chief long-tem advantage lor the Tomes of dispersing mil-
Liotss oI sharea 1o large mumihers of Lindividuals is that It makes the sk of
reversulp tiese measunes even more daunting for any subsegoent Labour
(ot socialis) govemiient

Thronghont the Thatcher years there has bean i cousistent pattern of
foreing through meastres withoul wedue regard for their sho- e
populanty, in such s way a8 to pull up the ladder behind them, naking i
almiost ipossible for w relormist Labour govemment Lo relum o the old
status quo, Money Freed by culs in social security, the housing hudge:
and pther seclors of state spending has been immedintely redistributed to
the wealthy and tn the employed b tax cuts — forcing Labour o con
tenpiplite [ fncreases o esiore previous levels, Similardy Tory restric-
tions on local govemmenl, incloding ratecapping and s0on the Poll Tax,
have reduced or pestnuied rutes, or thmst e bunden from dceh (o poor,
fming auy Labour relom i contem plate major mereases. Prvatisaton
ol Bntish Aerospace and the plamed «ale of the waler authorilied seem
certaulte be Followed by huge vnce-and-for-all asset-stipping land sales
— s has happened witl desperate hewlih suthonties selling property to
balunce their books.

There are still many Tory projects (o complele, not least the foll ex-
plowation of the current halance of forces to drive sill lower the basic
rales of pay, The sipnificance of the *slave labour' youtl opportuuities,
youtl training, employment training aml ‘Restart’ seliemes (now backed
up by new, brutal cuts in social socitity and the threst that youth relus
ing auch schemes will be demied state beneli) is the averall ohjective uf
lywering wage expectations and actual pay levels, The Tones believe this
will bring in its train the destruction of what remains of trade union o
gamisation, beginning in the lower paid jobe: wnd in addition they are oul
tu dismantle vittually all ol the protective legislition covenng the condi-
tions of youth, wonmen and the lowest-paid, some of which dates back 10
the more enlighiened liberalisn of o few Victonau padismentarians.

The Thatchente drive owenls decontrol and deregulation is also
having a contrudictory effect oo the media, where the proposed prolifers-
Lion of television and radio channels mns counter to moralistic altempts
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Lo mpae censorship of sex and violence, and authontarian movestocen-
sor npews on mady ismes, and Lo stull the BRC and IBA govemning bodies
(wnd tire srecalied broadessting stondards: conncll under Lord Rees-
Mopg ) with hand-picked Thaicherite appointees{the [atestexample being
the head-banging Lord Chalfont installed on the IBA).

We should recogiise here, however, that the Thatcher ideal is one in
which. while the mosl prestigioss and 'offivial” news sounces are care-
fully vetred and censored, fou the most part, as in the USA, most people
read amd see litthe or no securate or senous information. Like broadcast
versions of the gutler press, the deregulated attelite and other tv chan-
nzls winld offer liftle or no *nows’, and that small goota would be
-wmpo_-,u_l bf T.lﬁﬂhj' filma, eoap operas and game shows— ]em.’]'_ng the core
elite of the hourgeois state to monopolise political mivrmation and ex-
pertize, and eaving the Jabour movement even furtber removed from ac-
cess o mass forms of pablicity.

Cithes Thatcherite ymons in the fre include the sweeping "reform’ of
the NHS and education, 1o open them up for pnvatisation along Amencan
line=, and frres home upon the working class a new reality bo which, with
the rapid eresion and eventual disappearance of the collective, ancial
provisions of the welfare state. in Thatcher's famons phrase “there is no
such thing as society, just individuals and families”,

The comman thread through all of these proposals is 1o break down
the collective streugth of the wodking class, break down colleckive institu-
tions. and sapplant in their stead individualism, self-interest, and divide-
and-rule. For every measure which strikes heavy blows and furher
alienates and antagonises the unemployed, the low-paid, the most ex-
ploited sections of the working class, black communities, women and the
more socially aware sections of the middle classes, Thatcher has —in the
absence of any sericus political or industrial opposition — been able to
counterpose 4 consolidation of her clectoral base among the most
prosperots bayers, exploiting and pandering to their greed, their racism,
national chavvinism, and anli-communism.

However the polls indicute that it is not so much the electoral appeal
of Thatcher’s policies as the lack of any credible opposition that has
decisively strengthened the Tory hand

Despite appearances and the popular preoccupation with yuppy
values, therne ix little evidence that Thaicherite politics have made much
more than o skin-deep mpuct on most voters, who are far from sharing
the Prime Mimster's views, Poll information suggesta that on such gues-
tiens as poverty, unemployment, the NHS and education, the Poll Tax
and other tssoes — 2nd also on matters of ‘morility” such a3 abonion and
restrictions om media coverage — the clectorate has remained stubbomly
wncomvinced by the Tory line. Indeed the new White "aper proposals on
the MIIS =eem to represend in Uds respect one of the most dsky projects
fo be attempled

The swne siation spplies i the mdusinal sitwation: though the
empluyers by dint of brute force, appalling levels of class collaboration
{rom many top union leaders and the straitjacket of ant-union laws, have
in some inatances speceeded in raimng levels of exploitation md produc-
tivity. this shoold not be read as workers accepting the employers’ line,
Time and apan disputes erupt over pay or conditions as soon as workers
Feel they have an opportuniry to fight back:

Much 1z made in Maryagnt Today and elsewhere of the changing foce
of the working class in the V8%, and the supposed end of traditicnal
trade unionism,. Apain this is largely an excuse for the Tailure of "desig-
ner left” forees to relate to the actual working class az il has developed.
I zome areas it i5 clear that the treditional manufaclunng industies have
been all but wiped out: the old stewards’ commiitees and union stron-
gholds haye also been hamimmersd down - from the one side by manage-
ment and from the other by their own bureavemtic nnion officials.

But the growth of the service sector - retail, carenng and other jobs

docs not mean that the working ¢lass has disappeared: aimply that
workers who would otlierwize hrve become mannal wordkers in factories
have become unakilled, low paid workers wn shops, warchouses, hotels
of burger bars — often under highly exploitative conditions. The task [or
he uriions, as belore, is o arganize these workers and Lake up theis figlt
Frr udeyuate pay, working conditions, health and safety.

Yt despite the odd tokenistic and trendy plossy leaflel targetted o
lhese often part-time staff. many of whom are women and black workers,
the ahsonce ol a wiave of small and Inrger- scale disputes-in the service
wector suggests thiat the unions are not recruiting and not mobiliemg thesse
Iayers: This should come as little surprise: the same umon bureaucrars
whi huve betrayed and ignored their previous strongest battalions of in-
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dugtrial workem are scircely lkely to become transfomed mpw nto
mindel fighters for the downtrodden and oppres=ed. The bareaucracy lins
never shown much enthusipsm for reemeiting workers whose subscnp-
tions are low, bul who bring with them a host of problems anl possible
confrontations with manogement,

Once again we retumn o the guestion of Teadership a3 central 1o any
serious explanation. Even with firm leadership, victones cannot be
guammnieed: withewtit, ander such adverse circumsiances, defzats i seL-
hacks are cerain.

Under Thatcher's declzive leadership, the Tory Pamy In goverument
haselfected [ar-reaching changes, reversing or prepanng nreverse many
ol the projgressive social reforms carried throuph by successive govem-
ments: hut there is no sign that it has quelled the class stnggle o won
over substantial layers of the working class to Thatchente palinics

Rather than resonting to onprecedented “bonapartis " measures Lo oon-
tin tie working cluss, Thatcher has followed the more established path
of previous suthontardan Tory govemments — soch as that of Stan|ey
Baldwin, which organised massive seabhing eperations and defied the
1926 General Strnke, and followed it up afier the TUC capitulation with
hrutal anti-union laws and savage wage-cutling before the 1%3(s ushered
i the new hormors of the means test.

Indeed “strong povermmient’ was alsothe style of Thatcler's hern
Winston Churchill in the leadershap of the wartime coalition, with its nuth-
less repression of strikes and trade umon nghts: Churchill also led the
post-war Tory opposition into the lobbies to oppose the National Healih
Service Bill, mepresenting a contimiity of that strand of Tory thouwght
which always — long before Thatcher — rejected the welfare state.

It is instroctive to remember that even Churchill's largely uncontested
pereonal prestige o 1945 way not sullicient Lo prevent the working class,
among them retuming soldiers, sweeplng lium out of olfice and deliver-
ing # landzlide victory to a mdical Labour manifesto. Thatchersm has
sunk no deeper mots than Churchill's patriotic wartime bandwagon: if
conld be defeated given the nght combination of cucuwmstances and a
determined Labour leadership,

A measure of the truly wretched polical level of inday s frade pnion
and Labour leadership is that Baldwan’s govemnment had 1o ofpanise a
[ell-scule scabhing operatiom and confromt o General Strike before itcould
establish a balance of forces favonrable for its aftacks on the working
class: Churchill required not only the *patniotc” fervour of the war period
but the total complicily of the Labour, teide union and Commaunist party
leaderships to impose his vicious antl union laws, Yel Thatcli#r has sinve
1974 been allvwed to confront and iflict buge sethacks pna much larger
and stronger trade nidon movement without nndergoing the ondeal of &
General Strike, or any sustained onited fiphtback by the trude union
movernent whateyer.

Indeed tlie defeatist polivics of the union leaders have now alwo trans-
luted themselves, via ‘new realism” into the tolal collapze of the Lalwowr
Parly as an effective upposition, despite all of the opportundtics that there
have been o combat the evils of the new “lres markel” sconomy,

Though worers continue from time ro e to tebel sgamst pesticular
Tory altacks, the full-seale political retrest that is takang place under the
bapner of Labour's ‘policy review' threatens to change the political
profile of the labour movement for years to come. _

Ax vme cormespaident points owl { Letters page), if we have Kinnock,
who needs bonapatisa? It i ndesd {ronic thal while most workers
remain relatively impervious; the section of sociely most mpressed and
affected by Thatchirite propaganids and values should be the polineal
leadership of the mass working class panty that is supposed (o lead the
oppasition.

Ax anew year of struggle begins with inflation aguin on the inerease,
mortgape-pavers under pressure, the economy unstable and the govem-
ment #ill on the offensive, it is imporfant that discussion on the polifics
ol Thatchenam ir focuased on the element of thesination that we dsclass
stmugyrle cen hope to do something about: the necessity fora new, sociafist
leadership Ggliting at every level for mass aclion by workers 1o defend
democratic rights, the welfare staie, jobs, housing and every other post-
war gam thal 1s niow ander altack.

This means fighting tooth and nadl apainst further concessions 1o
Thalcherism in Labour's policy review, bot alsn spelling ot 5 more
coherent, soctlist response o the economic and soclal orisis of the 1980s-
1990k Instead of wsing “Thatcherism”® as anexcuse for defeatism, e sober
recopnition of the comprehiensive soope of the bosses” offensive must be
a stimulus o develop the Gghiback,
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Can Stalinist
parties make
revolutions?

The discussions now raging on the left over the
political assessment of Mikhail Gorbachev, his
reforms in the Soviet Union, and of the dramatic
developments unfolding in other bureaucratically
deformed workers' states are not the only items of
controversy in the analysis of post-war Stalinism.
in our supplement on the 50th anniversary of the Chou En Lai {right) joins Mao for the Long Mareh to Yenan rrsad,r

Fourth International (November 1988), a special a ticie by Dave Packer included an assessment of the
contradictions involved in the post-war overturns of capitalism under the leadership of Communist Parties.

Pursuing this question, here FINN JENSEN presents a rejoinder, while DAVE PACKER and PHIL HEARSE
develop the debate, which will continue in future issues of Socialist Outlook.

Mao’s break from Stalin’s line

In his article in Socialist Quilook no 10,
Dave Packer deall with an important
guestion. How can we explain that com-
munist parties coming (rom the Stalinist
iradition have been able to lead success-
ful revolotions?

The guestion 1s nil one of only of kistonc -
terest, becanse the answer has consequences for
today! can any of the existing parties from the
Stalinist (or Maoist) tradirion lesd & successful
revolution? 1T some of them might be able todo
it, what should be pur relation to them?

Dave takes w1 his aricle the example of the
Chirnese Conununist Party (CCP)

“In the 19305 Trosky did notl expect Man's
Red Amy 1o come to anything, However,
momeintons conditions — revolubonary war
agninst the Yapanese invasion and the
nationahsl Guemindang amies, huge revolu-
tinnary pressures from the workers und
peasants, eeonomic catastrmphe, the inabiliry of
imiperialisny to intervene al Lhe end of the wiord
war and 50 00 — allowed the Mao leadership 1o
miake a decisive hreak with the bourgeaisie. All
other openings ( some of which were wied) were
progressively closed off 1o it Page 18).

Trotsky s view of the Red Ammy waz much
more nuanced than thal of the Chinese
Trutskyists. In 1931 and 1933 in letters (o the
Chinese Lelt Opposition he advocared sending
comrades intn the Red Ay, in order to get &
precise picture of the nature of these armies and
the lemitory thiey controlled: (See pp 498 and
528 in Leon Hrotkyon China, Pathfinder 'ress,
1976). Unformunately the Chinese Trotkyists
did not follow this advice — and the 1949
revolution camye as & surprize to them and to the
Fourth Intemational

But were Mao and the Bed Armmy forced 1o
make a proletanan evolulion by the ohjective
cirmumstances, or was the 1949 revalution the
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result of o revolutionary leadership that ceon-
scioosly used the ohjcctive sitation to lead &
apcialisl revolution? Dave's amicle is oot clear
on this important issue;

In the 1930s there was a faction figh! inside
the CCP, which Mao won in 1935, The pro
Stalin faction around Wang Ming Inst. Mao did
not make an official break with the line of the
Communist Intemational (which was under
Stalin’z- control), But he did not carry out
Stalin"r line in practice either,

Mao would not let the CCP be subordinated
to the Soviet buresncracy, but wanted (o lead a
proletarian revolotion to victory. In thal sense
Man was 8 mevelulionary, and pot & colnter-
revolutioniry Stalinist. AL the same fime the
CCP was a party with severe burcaucrabc
deformations,

So although the CCP was part of the Com
wiunist International it had a leaderstop that
developed its own Line o opposition to Stalin's
and implemented that line.

| That was aleo the case with the compsunist
parties in Viemam and Yugoslavia and et is

why they were able to lead successful reviolu-
| tions. The Viemaniese Communist Party led &
struggle for 40 yewars, which after 1954
threatened the very existence of North Vielinam
in itz war to liberate South Vietam. Nid a very
typical behaviour for Stalinists!

Tn recognire that & few communist parties
from the Stalinist tradition have been abie tn
break with that tradition dnd lead successl
revolutions should of course not make us jump
to the conclosion that that could be a pattem for
& 1ot of other communis partics.

It iz unlikely tobe the case in the imperialist
cotntries: In the third world countnies we have
to analyze each of the communist parties con-
cretely in onder 1o judge wherther any of them
have the poiennal to lead socialist revolutions.

The Philippine CP could be one of them,
Finn Jensen

The way
tangle on

Finn Jensen's argument that Stalinist
parties cannot lead revolutions because
stalinism is the subordination of4he in-
terests of the world revolution to the
narrow interests of the counter-revolu-
fionary Soviet hureavcracy. Therefore
he argues, where successful socialist
revolutions have occurred, the parties
that led them must have broten with
stalinism.

out of a
Stalinism

Thes hine of argument procesds from a self-
Justifying definition, which isbased on circalar
reasoming, In effect it says: Stalinest parties
ran't lead eevolutions, theréfore where revolu-
teny have pcchirred, the parties that led them
ran't he stalinisr QED.

Comrades who hold this view get themzel-
ves in a tangle because the question is hadly
posed. Il we formulate the question slightly dif-
ferently, Lthen it j5 easier to get at the solution.

IF we uxk oumselves: can stafini s pariies under
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certan comedittons, break with theer local
,l'_uj[.rrg;q(_q.].u' and lead d Jrrugg.!'r witich
resulty in the destruction of focal
capiafism? —then the answer can ouly be
‘yes”, That does not lead us to rethink our
conception of stalinism A= counter-
revolutivaary in an overall sense.

Let us look at things a hit more con-
cretely, In castem Europe, guite obvious
ly stalinism, — ander Stalin no Teas —did
break with the hourgeoisie and destroy
local capitalism. Stalin’s: main inferest
here was to construct a Ang of ‘foendly’
states and it is by no means clear that he
set oiit o destroy capitalism there, In all
probiability he woitld have prefermred a ring
of *Finlands®, capitalist states frendly to
the Suviet Union. In any case, the intransigence
of the local bourgeoisies excluded this option.
In Austria Stalin withdrew his troops and
lhanded power back o the copilalist clazs. El-
sewhere, laced with a choice between hostile
vapitalist clusses taking powerand installing his
own stalinist puppets, he chose the fatter course,
Only Crechoslovakia, and to o lesser extent
Poland, were there mass Communist paics
with large support among the masses,

¥ ol can argue that this military-police actinn
of the stalinist burcaucracy s different to
stalinist parties taking power on their own — ul-
thuagh of course in Crechoslovakia the local
CP did have somethimy to do with coming to
poweritsell— but at least what happened ineast-
em Furope constitutes some evidence for the
fict that stallpiem can in {act break with
capitalism to defend its own gpecific interests,

MNow, if we Iook today 71 a whole number of
regimes, lke the Chinese, Albanian, North
K orean and Victnamese, then we have o ask
the guestion — is 1ma stalinismT Are them
stalinist parties in powet in these counines!

Ernest Mandel, who holds the same theory
as Finn Jensen, is quite consistént when he says
‘no”. According to him, thess are not stalinists
in power, thess ae ‘hurcascratic centrists” who
have a qualititively less mamipulative and
authontadan sitilude to the masses than the
stalinists per se— the soviet burescracy and their
allies. Now we think that this is au uncomion-
ahle theory to bold, but st least it has internal
consistency. For if you wens to asser that these
paries are stalimst today, you wouald be lelt
with the ohviously sell-justfylng and teaden-
tious notion that these parties were originally
stalinist, hroke with stalinism to meke the
revolution, and then retwmed to stalinism when
in power!

Emest Mandel's version is uncomfortable
becanse if leids (o asserting, as he does, that the
Chinese, Albanian and Victnamese are less
anthoritarizn and manipulative towards the
tiasscs — less buremneratic, In our opinion you
wonld be very hiard put to prove thal Kim 11
Sung's Morh Kores, or Enver Hoxha's Al
baniz, or even Deng's China were less
bategueratic, tuthortarian, salinist than
Curhachey s Soviet Linion?

The real problem wath Finn's and Emest
Mandel s position is their msirictive definition
of stalinizm as subordination fo the intereses of
the Sovier bureancrmcy, Why just Soviet? Why
not the bursancracy of any workers state? For
example, our movement hias habituwally
analysed the Indonesian CP, whaose popular
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Vietnamese victory - but was He still a Stalinist?

{rontist opportunism in 1965 led to the higgest
defeat of the world workers' movement since
1933, ar a stalinist pary. Aidit's party was al-
most 5 walking definition of the term, but by
1963 it had, for at least two vears, broken its
Linkswith Moscow and was a pro-Chinese party
with Peling wurmly supporiing s policies.
Haud the PEI therelore broken with Stalinism?
O wag it not, on the conttary, & slalmsl pamy
wlhiich subordinated itself to the mierests of the
{counter-revolutionary) Chinese hureaucracy,
Finn's theory s unable to cope with this ex-
ample. )

What lins led stalinist paries, partics of
stalinist origin if you preler, o break with the
hourgenisie in certain condilivis? Most of the
examples are from the “third world. The
politics of popular [rontisny, however sincerely
held, lave been much more difficult to apply in
many vl tlese countries becanse In many cases
rievsection of the bowr gecisie has been willing
or ahle to play the role of counter revolutton-
ary ally m the popular front. From e Shanghai
massacre onwards, the Guomindang I China
refused Mao's advances, and pesed the Chinese
P dircctly with the question — cepitalation or
retentleas strugele? The same istrue for Yugos
leviawhere the would be bourgeois allies sided
with the MNazi invaders rather than fight
alongside Tilo. You can't make o counter
revolutionary popular front, in traditional
stalinist sytle, with those who reluse it Or
rather, you can ey, youcan pretend it exists, and
be massacred, Like Addit did in Indonssia

Tn vertain cascs these paities, when they
came to power cetablished perfectly stalinist
regimes, thd make s posifive chuice ot a certain
stage in the struggle — agsinst belng massacred
and for the strugple to the finish,

The Greek CP, at the end of the 19407s, ook
up amed gugple agamn in o civil war against
its nutive bouggeoime und US and Brnsh im-
penuliso. It never ceased being a stalinist parly,
and never stopped professing adherence to the
goal of a popular front government. [t was
*‘armed popular frontism ™. Bul if the Greek CF
had won their struggle in the cvil war, would
they not have been propelled elong the road of
establishing their own bureancratic power,
having defeated the Tncal bousgeoisie? And
wonld latter day theori=ts cluim they must have
*hroken” with stalinism in order o doat?

It should be clear that we do not helieve the
idea, put furwarnd in seme guarters, thal paries
like the Chinese scized power “under pressure
from the masscs’ and aguinst their own will
The pressure ol the masses, one way o Lhe

.

AS SAIGON SURRENDERS

Costly Involvement

X5 Yeary

wlhes, was undonhtedly therm, bul not the
decisive thing. A parly can be led (oanore
radical hreak with capitadism e It had -
tended in its orginal progranue and prac
thee: itean't bemade wrdo it agims i own
will!

To develuop a datisfociory explanatory
framewnth il ks betfer to abandon the nar-
o definitton of stalimism as subsording-
tien o the soviet burcaveracy — which [or
crample an ufterly stalinist regimie like the
Albaniun is clearly not. Stalinian 15 =
group of miovements and partics which are
sobordinated to the interosts of the
bureancrecy of a delvmmed workers' state,
or have their origin in such subordination
and today tetain the characteristic
bureaucratic theones and practices of the
stalimists,

This isa much more complex, nuanced and
problematic definition of stallnism than “subar-
dination to the interests of the Sewiel
bureaderacy” — hut much less schematic, and
mueh more in lune with reality. After all, of
Finn, like comrade Emest, wanls foasest ou lis
theory az the cesence of the muller — where
today s there a stalinist party, strictly subo
dinate 1o Moscow, in the sense of the old
Stalintern and Conunlom? Yoo will bardly
find such & party. The links that most stalinist
patties have dirscily with the Soviet Unon arc
either very atlenuated, nop-existent, or heavily
mediated through their links with their own
boargemsie, But we cannot conelade from this
that stalinism s disappearing, although of
course il 1% in massive crizsis. Righl wing
gialimist parties like the French, or lialian, maim-
tain & relstionship with the masses, with the
trade unions and muenicipalities ad ligve a fype
of otganisation and cadre developmient and an
ideoiogical Formation which makes them
characteristically dilTerent from social
democratic or boorgenis paries.

This iz d complex dobate, which mnges over
goctal reality in most parts of the globe, [T isa
shifting reality, aseartern Europe and Cliing are
in the throes of miajor upheaval, and as e
westem CP% themsslves go through orgamsa
tional collapse and political transiveuarion. [
15 theretore a discusnon winch we should con-
tinue. But first off, we wanl (u pose the ques-
tiot - what dilferenve does it miake in practice!

Political line cannot be dedoced diectly
fron theory. B the view thal *lbuwreagemtic
centrist’ parfies have aless bureancmtic attitude
than the stalinisia led (o the notion that we are
oot for political revolotion n Vietnam, The
posthiom of the Fourh Intemational on this
question is unclear ithas never adepied a pogi-
pfos. Lntil 1963, and raavbe later, many forces
in world Trotskyism did not have aposton for
political mevolution i China. But the mait
direcily political issue of disagreement has of
course heen the overal course of the world
revolution sewee 1945, az Dave Packer e%-
plaaned. The understanding of stalinism put for-
ward here enabiles us, we tlunk, to betler grasp
the Inng historical detour of the world revole-
tonary process in the post war period, the
penad of the long impenalist boom and the
heginning of the unrvelling of stalindam.

Forward with the strugple, the dizcugsind
conlinges!

Phil Hearse and Dave Packer
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Unofficial Secrets

Child Sex Abuse: The
Cleveland Case
Beatrix Campbell
Virago Press, £3.95

Reviewed by
VALERIE COULTAS

CHILD SEXTIAL ABUSE 15
a secret and difficolt cnime to
detect. As with other sex
crmes it relies on the
willingness of the victim 1o
testifly to prove a crime hay
been commitied. When the
pempetmator is a close male
relative (a8 is usually the
case ), admithng abuse can
inviolve enormons
psychological and emotional
difficulty for the victim.
Unofficial Secrets tackles

some of thess izmes in the
context of the Cleveland caze

‘Art of the South Afrcan
Townships'

Gavin Younge,
Published by Thames
and Hudson 1988 £6.95

Reviewed by
TRACY DOYLE

SSHARP! is an exclamation
of approval among South
Africa’s urban proletariat.
American m ongin, i is
applicd 1o anything which
puts one over on “whiley”, or
which offers a purchase io
the slippery world of getting
ahead.”

So states Editoer Gaan
'I:'{mrtE': in hiz book ‘A of the
Sonth African Towmships’, in o
chapter where he examines the
relative history and =ignilicance
of musie and aut as 2 focus of
cultural and social life for black
people in South Africa. .

Muslc has ulways been a site
of resistance. After many years
during which hlack musicians
were ignored and marginalised
the music industry discovered
the profit-making pofential of
these same musicians and many
have now achieved a degree ol
popular success. There has not
been a similar bregkthrough for
hlack visual arists: Gallenes
cater for an exclusively white
clientele. A national art
conference held in Stellenhosch
in April 1988, aimed at

where in 1987 165 boysand
pirds were diagnosed by
pacdiatricians al
Middleshorough General
Hospital as having suffered
suspected sexunl abuse. Despite
admitting that Dirs Higgs and
Wymnne (the lwo pasdiaticians
involved) were ol conscious
feminists, Beatrix Camphell
comes down Frmly oo their side.
Using medival evidence and the
concluzions of the Butler-Sloss
enguity in 1988 she argues that
the anal dilation test the doctors
ured a3 a hasis [or their
diagnosis was vindicated,
despite the campaign of
vilification against the doclors
and their diagnoses waged by
the ‘popular’ press.

The police in Cleveland "asa
practonan guand of mascolinity”
were incapable, Campbell
argues, of dealing with the
sexual side of child sexual
abuse. Pholographs raken by the
doctors of the abused children’s
genilalia were dismissed as

addressing ‘special problems”,
had an organising commiltce
which did nol includs one black
person. It i not possible to
examine the development of art
in hlack South Africa withour
looking at the systemalic
altfempls io degrode, isolate and
dehumanize black people. A
rituation of second class
education, brotal state control
and lack of materials forms a
commmon starting point for the
work of arists of widely
differing styles, Much of the
cultural heritage of Afnca was
long since bome away to adorn
the muscums and drawing mooms
of colonial mulers. Younye
provides s detailed analysis of
theze processes as a hackground
tor the | 34 photographs that fum
the basis of this stnning book.
Lin o country such as South
Alrica, the very notion of black
art is pohitical. The South
Alrican government, hos used
the provisions of the Stale of
Emergency to enforce new and
hroader delfimtions of what
oconstitutes a *siuhversive
statement’. Section Chne ol the
Public Safety Act ( 1953) allows
the banning of any piciurs,
photograph, print, engraving,
{ithengraph, pamting or drawing.
The provisions of the acl are so
wide that even the publication of
hlank spaces whers maternal has
been edited oul can be
conmdered subversive, In 1987
Benjamin de Bruyn, appeared in
cour on charges relating to a
number of lartoos on his body,
one of which read *God give me
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irelevant and unsceeptable
evidence, whercas bmises and
scury were secn) as acceptable
evidence of violence. Disheliel
in the doctors’ diagnosis was the
buisis of the mactionary
campaign of the press, the police
and the nght-wing local Labour
MP, Stuart Bell

The book is strong when il
dimcusses the evidence on child
zexual abusge, the breakdown in
refationships between police,
social services and the medieal
profession, and discord between
dnctors and nurses ag the cririz
developed. ILis also sensitive to
the debate about child sex abuse
and the fact that there are no
easy solubions available,
especially when social workers
seem tohave mome power Lo
disturb working class lives than
middic clazs livea.

But what T was looking for
was & chapter that discussed
socialist and radical feminist
strategy of thinking on child =ex
abuse and viclence against
wiomen in much more detail.
How did socialists and feminists
cumpagn in the mineteenth

century and early twentieth
cenfury on these maters? How
had the Domestic Vinlence Act
got on the stolute books in 19767
Shouldn't feminists now be
compaigming for o child sexoal
violence act that calls Tor child
referral cenfres and for society to
place the hlame for child sex
crimnes on the (umally) male
perpetratonsT What mplications
does this debate liave for an
analysis of power relations in the
family?

The commentarist
concluglons are the wealrest
puinl of the book. Camphell
tonches on the problem of the
silence of feminisim in the
Cleveland dehaie only 1o
apolngise for it *Activists [eli
Lo by conflicting allegiances
both to professionals and parents
... she writes. The other {law
that mns through the book is that
‘male semualiny’ is assumed In
be respomaible for child sexual
aburse, Thiz idea deserves
descussion and duesn’t get in.
What abhout the sexuality of men
who don’ fcomimnit child sexual
abhuse?

freedom but the whites take it
awny that's why I am (sic)
ANC, He was ondersd to have
the tartons emoved and was
sontenced wooan efffective 3
years imprisonment

What atso comes out through
the book however is the
pemislence and resilience of
hlack artists. Working with the
miterials o hand means thai
many artists have developed a
style based oin the uze of such
diverse things as serap metal and
corrigated card. Dermick
Nxuwmalo works in felt pen wiile
Tito Zungn haz a particulary
tnigue Tom of arl. His first
drawings, and in fact the greater
sulume of his work, was dope in
ink with a ball-point pen cn
ordinary envelopes which he
sold to his work mates for less
thie the price ol & picture
postcard; thess envelopes were
used fo send letters back to
wives and children in the
countryzide, Geometrical
portmyals of trains, jets and city
buildings, his picturss show no
sigm of human Tife. His world
has an alluring innecence, one
which renders redundant all
social or political izsues, I a

cunious bul surpassingly human
way his glorification ol city life
{vund working-class support
fronm his friends und colleagues
precisely because it provided a
way of coping with life in the
ghetto. For white buyers
liowever his delightfully zony
creations serve to convince tat
lile in the backyard ghettos can’t
be all that bad.

Based on miestings and
dizeussiong with many black
artists and conlaining & large
number of brilliant photogeaphs
tiaken by himsel, Gravin
Younge's book is fascinating
ani heautiful. It comibines an
insipht into the work of 51 utists
with & focus oo the extraordinary
flowesing of black Svulh Alncan
art in the 1980 and an
exantination of the struggles
which have shaped it. He
describes the effonts to establish
1 biack apta educational
programumne and looks at the
ways in which the work of
individuoal anists relates to native
and loreigm influences and the
development of an an of prolest,

Thiz is a book not to be

massed!]
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The Labour Party — A
Marxist Histary

Tony Cliff and Donny
Gluckstein, Bookmarks,
1988. £7.95.

Reviewed by
JANE KELLY

BOURGEOIS history,
pretending Lo be objective, is
genenily written from the
point of view of the ruling
class. A work of Marxist
history, which this purports
to be, should have as ils
starting point the interests of
the working cluss in its
struggle against capilalism,
Unfortunately the Socialist
Wodkers Party's (SWP) version
of the Labour Party is written by
Cliff and Glockstein from the
narrow viewpoint of a relatively
small organisation and in support

of its immediale tactical interests.

It contuins a devastating
critique of Labour's role in
selling out the working clags at
every rrunity, and as soch it
coald play.a mle in educating
anme of the Labouar left who
retain illusions in the parry, But
it does 5o in & very ne-sided
way, underplaying the
contradictory nalure of the
Lubour Party, It alzo ignores the
role of revolutionary marxists in
relation (o this party: ncluding
the Intermnational Socialists,
precursor of the SWP, in the late
19605 As a result its uscfulness
as a pevolutionary secialist view
of the mass pany is completely
undermined.

Tenin s fommulation of the
Labour Party as & 'bourgeois
workers’ party’, appears al the
very beginning of the book as
the theoretical fremewaork for the
argument, but although the
writers accept its contradictory
chamcter in the ahstract, they are
mealy-mouthed about the
histaric gain for the warking
class that the formation of the
Labour Parry represented. It is
p'rl:ﬁcn!.rd as the reaull of defeat:
"Ihe ILP was not the child of
new wnienism, but of ity deéfear’
{Page 12, their italics). The
election of Labour MPs 1o
Parlizment is seen as u substilute
for trade unionism: d Fetreal
from trade unionism—from the
belief that collectve
argani satian could defend itsell
{Page 29, their italics). The party
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iself was ‘s mived blessing. ..un
improvement’ from the openty
bourgeois parties, but *a
millstone’ around the necks of
the minonty of advanced
wartkers {Pape 37). In reality the
formation of the Labour Party, as
wilh the building of other mass
parties in Burope, represenied an
important step in the direction of
class independence by the
wuorking clogs, despite the
betrayals of the leadership. This
was always (he nnderstanding of
Lenin and Trotslky.

Mot of what the authors say
about its cless collsbortionist
history, its early pacis with the
Liberals, its sell-outs of
indusirial action, is true. Itz
pro-imperialist chagvinism and
its elevation of ‘national lnrerest’
over class are procf loo of its
mmu.i;;ﬁlj’ endless capitulation lo
the needs of the uling class. A
strong Labour Pamy in
Pariament was seen openly by
Sidney Webb and others as *a
safeguard againsi "Bolshevism™

fPﬁlgc 71

ut we need only look to the
United States, where no mass
workers” party of mny sort CXIFR,
1o see the real gains in the form
of class independence that the
Labour Party represented and
still represents. Less than 25% of
the adult population voted in the
lust US Prexidential election.
They see no alternntive (o the
harzses. The failure of the U5
working class (o build zn
independent parly nol only
represents a lower level of cluss
conscionsness, bul has a
sipnificant impact on the relation
of clasgs forces in Amecan
socicly.

But there is alol more wrong
with this sccount thana bil of
one-sidedness in its emphasis.
For the one-sidednezs flows
dirzctly from the narrow interests
of the SWP tnday, from its beliel
that i is already the muss
revolutionary party which will
lead the working class to ils
liberation, It believes that it can
play the classic united front role
proposed by Lenin and Trotsky
in many of their wrtings in the
1920k, Posing themselves as the
aliemalive to the mass parry
today, they derie work in the
Labour Party by revolutionary
Warxists in & {ootnote discussing
the tactice of the early
Communist Party as advised by
Lenin. The footnote points oot
that these tactics were baged on a
*purty Lo paty’ united front, with
the Communists numbenng

gome 6000 and the Laboor Pary
still in its infancy:

“Tactics approprate tn parties
miy not be suitable for miniscule
groups..Thers have been
oceasions when the extreme
weakness of the revolutionary
lelt has necessitated different
tactics. Thus Trotskyists in the
19305 and 19His, a3 well as the
Socialist Review Group (the
precutsor of the SWP) used
“entrism” inside the Labour
Party, This did not mvolve a
public declamtion of
revolutionary intent, or
insislence on official recognition
of the right to free criticism and
organisational sutonomy. Such
entrism had to be recognized axa
tactic impozed by great
weakness, A< 2o0n as it had
served the purpess of helping
revolutionarics to stand on their
own [eet, entrism hed to be
abandoned. As a long-term
policy it conld only lead to
absorption by the refommist
milien or the abandonment of
genuine class struggle (which
has always been cutside the
confines of the Labour Pany
orgamsation)’ (Page 108}

Two guestions (al least) arise,
First, is = group like the SWF of
less (han $0K), in & position Lo
impose the classic uniled front
on today’s Labour Parry? OF
cowrse not. Only once s (s
been partially schieved, with the
Anti-Nari League at the end of
the 1970s, For most ol ils
existence e SWF hias been
chamcterised by seclunun
denunciatioms from the sidelines.

Hiis the SWP's sllective
absention fron the atruggles of
the left in the Labour Party put
them in a good position 1o
propose and curry out joint work
with the Labour lefl, as they
arpue in the conclusion?

The experience of the support
groups set up during the miners’
sirike of |984-5 answers that
one: no again. In many arcas,
especially where they were
strong, the Labour left (along
with trade union lefis, women's
groups, other left groups)
initiated and led these suppuort
groups. Constiluency party
room s were lent o miners Lo
work from, rallies were
organised, money and [ood
collected, pickets supported. Tt
took the SWEF months (some say
six) to realise thal the sirike was
going o last a long me
{contradicting their theory of the
downtum) and that the suppont
proaps were [ull of militants and

Marxist History?

activigts, many in the Labour
Party, wheo might be won to
revolutionary politics. Theis o
to these groups was met with
quiet derision — belter lale thon
never!

The second question Lhe hook
ignores is the role played by
revolutionarles in the Labour
Farty, not just in the last decade,
bt since its incepltion. Here thelr
allempl Lo immieiise their
members from the questions
raiged by entrism and the politics
of the Labour left, leads to a
distertion by omission, Apar
from the fontnate quoted sbove,
a short section on the Militant
{again becanse of one of their
own projects), and a couple of
pages on the Socialist League m
the carly 193(s, there is no
reference to the mle {good or
bad} of Trotsk yisis, includlag the
Socialist Review Group in the
1Sk,

Mo significantly the work
of the Socialist Labour League
{SLL) in the 1950 is also
omitled. The ¢capacity of a small,
even "miniscule’ group Lo Jeod
the Labour Left, in such oo way
that the trditional divizion
between the “political” Labouwr
Party and the “industial’ tade
unicis was broken down is
1gnored. A few examples will
sulfice to underline the epormity
of this omission

In the section vn Bevaiisin,
the authors discuss the suppon
given by Tribune o the lell-wing
‘Blue Union” against the TGWL
in 1954, and for the nght of
dockers to join & union of their
choioe: Trbune's stund was
apparently “largely motivaled by
the hatred of the Bevanites for
Arthur Dieakin, whio biad wsed the
massive force of the TGWL o
squash the Labour left® (page
266).

Moativated hy hatred it maght
have been; bul why did Bevan,
who “had ro link with rank and
file workers' struggles” (Page
266} apmes (o support the
breakaway to the “Blee Vnion’
organised by the unollicial
commitless bull by the rank and
file at every dock in Rirkenhead,
Haull, Liverpool and Manchesser?

Why7 Becanse the SLL had
great in[luence: in thess
nnofficial commitices, indeed
they had fused wath the
Bikenhead Porr Workers'
Commitles before the move (o
the “Blue Unien', and were
therelome ahle 1o link together
the dockers and the Bevanites.

Mor was this process simply
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about hoilding the Labour left,
impaortant though this was in the
fipht againat the right. Al the

same Lime the SLL recruited both

from the dockers and the Labour
Party. Moreover, in the split
from the Communist Party after
the 1956 invasion of Hungary by
the Soviet LInion, of al] the
groups which tried 1o recnnl the
dizsidents, the SLL were by far
the most effective, They
recruited intellectuals including
Peter Fryer; workers® leaders like
Bran Behan who sat on the
building trades unieon’s Mational
Executive: the whale of the
Young Communist Leapue
brasich in Liverpool], and
boilding workers and miners too.
They were success(ul because
they had a line; not only on
Stalinizm and the need to buld &
revolulinnary party withio the
Trotskyist framework, but also a
credible palicy on the Labwour
"arty and its relation (o the tade
Uninn.

The SLL continued to work
effectively in the Labour Parny
and trade unions throoghowt the
1950 5, They mobilised and
linked nitivists on the
Aldermaston marches under the
slngan: NG WORK ON
ROCKET BASES, NO WORK
ON H-BOMBS, and called for
imdnstrial action against the
nuclear arms race; they helped
organize the lefl in the 1958
London buswodoers stnke with

their popular weekly Newsletter”.

Although their history in this
period was not wholly positive
(they sold Tribune but had no
influence over it nnd some of
their decisions were opporiunist],
they grew from 405 in 1953 1o
arrund 200 in 195658, To leave
their role out of account all
together is wiong, and
mizeducaies younger and less
weell informed militants. It
suggests that the Jeadership of
the SWT" does nol want an
educated dizcuszion in s
arganisation on the history of
entrism.

Such omizzions make [ora
very pattiad history. This
partiality is mosi obyious o the
section on the nise of Bennism
and the Labour Party in the last
decade.

In their determination to play
dowm the role of the Labowr l=it,
1o minimise the support that
Benn achieved and 1 deckire the
Lahonr left “n its death throes”
s the SWP suggested af the
Chesterfield Conference, the

Philip Gordon /Reflox

around miners’ strike

authors distort history, making a
nonsense of the Uitle of the bopk.
The extent Lo which the SWIs
tactical decisions of the last ten
years colour the books accouwnt
of the period callz inlo guestion
its whole validiny.

Apart from =ome uselul
slatistics lo counter cladms abour
the disagpemrance of the workinp
class (propagated first by the
Bure Comminists and later
adopied hy Kinnock and the
Labour right), much of the Last
chapter, ‘Lebour Under
Thatcher®, is both
methodologically wrong and
lactually imacvursie

Methodologically wrong
hecanse they fail 1o place the
class struggle and the changing
balance of class forces as the
mator force of history &t the
cenlre.of the discusdon, with the
miners” sirike of 19845 as the
watershed of the decade. Instead
such events are intervoven as
oRe AONE Many — no mme noT
legz centrmil than the Wembley
Conystitutional Conference of
1981 or Benn's Depuly
Leadershin campmgn later the
gane voar. Am e resull, the
isclation and decregse in size af
the Labour lelt is not sxplained
by the defeat of the miners'
strike but a3 an inevitable decline
in the face of disillusionment
wilh relormism. This is puee
revolutionary romanticism!

There are factual inaccurdmes
tow. Throughout the section on
Henn's deputy leadership
campaign the hook arpues that
his support was much smaller
than Bevan'=z in the 19505 (the
memhbership al the Labour Party
had ‘shrunk by some
three-guurters’ {Page 352)) and
that ‘Henn's suceesses in the
years 107981 depended entirely
on the goodwill of a whole Tayer
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Women Against Pit Closures: SWP took marhs to wake up to solidarity movement

of union of Geials' (Page 352),
Whether thiz ‘gondwill” was the
resull of some change ol hewt by
the union hureadsemcy, or
hecause of pressure [rom the
rank-and file i3 left onzaid The
foct that dunng the hugh pomt of
the campaign, 18% of thoze
guestioued in o MORE Poll
thought Benn would make the
best leader of the Party showes the
stupidity of the authors” clagm
that hiz populanty was confined
to the Jeft of the Parry.

Statistics are used again In a
partinl wiy toshow how Labgur
Marty membership dec|ined
between 1981 and 1932 Without
the Mgumes for the lae (978 and
1980 this decline can be
misinterpreted, The fact is that
huge numbers joined in the fue
1970 and early 19505 precisely
hecause the left wason the
advanve. The long term decline
reazserz itselfl after Benn's
defeat and even morc shamply
after the defear of the miners.
These set-hacks, including the
defeat of the Labaour left, have
had an impact on the combativiey
of the working ¢liss and on the
relation of class forces

Militants in the Labeour Pay
and the nrembership of the SWEP
deserve hetler thun this. The
Labour Party ¢5 irretnievably
relormist, ol remaaimr “the main
polidval ohstocle” (Page 3493) to
comstuching & revolutionary
consciousness anil leadership
within the working class. Bul
other writers have cliamed this
befire, most notshly Kalph
Miliband in his Parltamentary
Socralize: of 1961, Texpectzd
miore from these wrters, This
book has nothing to say about
how that vbstecle iz 10 he
removed — opan of course from
Jomming the SWE1

: Epilogue
his greatest asset
Is that no one believes him
capable of anything else

arriving

by Himousine

accompanled by his 2nd wife
he salutes a flower pol

oo one bats an eyelid

the 505
must have heen
a crocible of sorts
commentaiing at ball pames
endorsing products
speaking at business lunches
a decade of appliances
a fridgedaire in an antomohile
gramophones In cabinets
live sdvertising
Martians in the Arizona desert
bubblegum cards
and the chance of a new career

the success of Oakland
in his last three years as
Governor
as loglcal as Nevada
Carter jogging to defeat
In Tehran, the smart money
already lodged on a sccond
term
the most powerful man
in the world
sitting behind a desk
partially deaf
his nose eaten by cancer
reading an sutocue

he leaves by helicopter
waving to a lamp post

Steven Taylor
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YOUR MOVE, JUDIT

THE RECENT VICTORY of Judit Polgar of
Hungary in the Duncan Lawrie mixed chess
toumament in Lotidon, over a field imcluding two
grandmasters, has attracied some attention.

TJudit, aged 12, is regarded ax the strongest ever
chess player of her age. At 11 she became the younpes!
intemational mster - her nearest rivals being a 13 year
old {Saeed Saced) and three 14 year olds (Matthew
Sudler, Nigel Short and Bobby Fisher). She also won
the world under-12 championship, so becoming the
first (emale player to win any wodd title, She hos two
chess-playing sisters: Zsofi (13) who also played in the
Londom tommament and defeated grandmaster Heildd
Westereinen, and Zsuzsa { 19) who recently came
eighth equal in the world under-20 championship.

“Why has chess been so overwhelmingly dominated
by men, no woman having ever reached the level of
grandmaster. Is it because women lack the necessary
intelligence? Or because women lack the "pedipus
complex” of which chess is supposedly an expression?
Or, as suggested by grandmaster Bill Hartston, becanse
women lack the necessary streak of lunacy? Now il is
emerging; there is no inherent reason. The Polgar
sigters are not freaks, bul ore part of a growing
incursion into this bastion of male supremacy.

The first strong woman player was Vera Menchik,
whn won the world women's championship when it
wae created in 1927, Her inclusion ina major
tommament in Carlsbad in 1929 caused mmusement;
one player, Becker, sneeringly suggested that anyone
beaten by her should be placed in the *Menchik Club’,
He became the founder member. A nomber of leading

layers joined the Menchik Club in the following years.

er death in an sir mid in 1944 may have set back
women s chess by some considemble time.

The women's championship was only revived in
1950, sind was held by relatively weak P]q."?l:}'! ontil the
victary of Nonz Gaprindashvili in 1962, Treated as a
national celebrity in her native Georgia, she encouraged
interest in chess among Georgian women and girs,
Georgia Became one of the few places (o take women
chess players seriously, but npl]mtnﬂy [or nationrlistic
reasons — Lo defeat women of other nations.

In 1961 Bobby Fisher claimed he was the greatest
player ever, and that he conld beal any wonuan, even
giving her a knight’s odds (a form of handicap which
means starting a knight short). The Soviet Chess
Federation then challenged him o a malch against
Gaprindnshvﬂl'. He declined. Cunously, this received
mwch less publicity than his original claim.

A handiul of leading women players have
sometimes competed (and held their own) in
tournamients with men, women have generally played
scparately, with their own structure of toomanments, and
titles. This may have initially encouraged some women
players, but it seems Lo have become # hindrance, Mow
a number of women, including the Polgars, are
avoiding wimmen's chess, facing the men in open
competition, and sometimes having to fight for the
right tn do so. (The Polgars were banned from .
intemational competitions for a time by the Hunganan
Chess Fedemtion becanse of this),

Press coverage of the Polgars duning their visit fo
London was moestly sympathetic, apart from Dominic
Lawson in the Spectator, who ssid that Zsofi was
*femimine’ but “no genius' of chess, and accused Judit
of having a ‘monstrous competitivensss’, "killer eyes’
and that her favourite English word was 'crushed” (how
would lie have done giving interview in a foreign
laun e at the of 127}
thg'r:i;f all thiz ?Efling'.i' Surely we must have the first
woman grandmaster soon. Beyond that, who knows?
Gary Kasparov may yet receive his come-nppance for
acting 35 a judge on "Miss World'.

Campbell MacGregor
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Marxism and
Individualism

Whilst agreeing with
most of what Theresa
Conway has to say about
the Lahour leadership’s
conference Policy
Review document (5.0,
October 19881, 1 scent
danger in her unyualified
criticism of its"incessant
references to the rights of
individuals',

Mars wiote that the
aim of the communist
revolution was the
creation of a socicty in
which the free
developmeni of each is
the condition {or the free
development of all® and

E

T T K R

where the administration
of people would mive
way lo the administration
of things — both
statements which make
the human individual the
end of emancipatory
politcs.

Furthermore the
marxist critigue of
capitalism ruthlessly
exposes the phoney
nature of the freedom
promised to the
individual who
subordinafes him or
hersalf to the necds of
capital.

The truth of these
insights cai be seen for
example in the sphere of
education, where the free

5

marketstrs allempl (o
limir and control access
to knowledge, whilst
soalist stnve o make it
available ta whoever
wanls 1L

Both the capitalist and
the bureaucratic
ideologies st on
spunous connterposition
of the individual 1o
society - but starting at
opposite ends. Every
poliically active woman
miust be pware how often
references on the left to
the interests of socicty as
a whole concesl an
abusive athitode to the
majonity part of that
whole!

Colin Meade

Socialist Organiser

Mick Woods and Pete
Firmin are in denger of
creating a mythology in
their article on Socialist
Orgamaer (5.0, 10).
They claim that it was
Socialist Organiser's
"Turch to the right” which
led to the split in 1984
and that those who set up
Socialiat Viewpuint
opposed this rightward
drifi. Meither of these
clarms are e,

In fact the political
positions of Sncialist
Organiser in | 984 were
almost identical to those
of Socialist Cullook
today. It was only aller
ihe split that the politics
of Socialist Organiser
changed dramatically on
Ireland. on Palestine and
now on the TIS5R and
Eustem Enmope. The
reagon for thia has been
the increased polincal
infuence and dominanee
of Sean Matgamna, It is
probably true that
Margamna deliberately
and bureancratically
proveked a split among
the piaper’s supporters in
order to gain this
dominance.

Thase who fonmed
Soctalin Viewpoinl were
either npceremomiously
booted mul, or organised
to opposed the lack of
proper discussion and
democpacy. Others were
totally demoralised and
lefr. The classic

buresucratic methods of
Sean Matgamna mean!
the end of an erain
which Socialist
Organiser had attempred
with some success to
apply the methods of the
Transitional Programme
creatively to the class
atruggle of the day. Aflier
bureaucratic ways had
been ured and
swallowed, the path was
open for the creation of a
sect based on the
developing thoughts of
Chairman Matgamna.

The best traditions of
Suvialist Crpaniser were
continued in Socialist
Viewpoint and now in
Socialist Outlook. 1 am
cemtainly not ashamed of
having been & supporier
of Socialist Organiser
and its predecessors from
the start in 1967 o a
principled break in 1984,

The hreak from their
traditions on the part of
today s Socialist
Organiser cen be seen in
their drastic changes of
line, On lreland, for
example, Socialist
Organiser and its
predecessors Worker's
Actirm and Worker's
Fight maintainéd
theoughour the 1970s and
carly 1980« a proud
solidarity with the IRA
when many lefl groups
capituluted 1o bourgeois
prTssure.

On Eastern Europe, we
fought tooth and nail
inside the Intemational

Socialists/Socialist
Wodker's Party for a
*deformist” position
against the majonty
Cliffite *state capitalist”
Line. In fusion with
Worker's Power which
held “state capitalist’
views m 1975, we
embarked on a
programime of education
which heightened
nnderstanding within a
traditional Trotskyist
framework-

Al all imes we
maintained three
prnciples: [or political
revolulion ggainst
Stalinist bureancracy; for
defence of the
natioalized sconomy
against imperialist attack;
where there wag any
conflict berwesn the first
twar, we argued (o
suppart for the
self-activity of the
working class.

This constant
discussion on Stalinism
led Socialist Organiser to
bhe one of the first lefl
groups to suppaon
Solidarmase in Poland
and to call for Sovict
withdrawal from
Afghsnistan. llis
extraordinary thal ata
tirne when many
Trotskyist groups are
criticising their owmn past
softness on Stalini=m
Socialist Crrganiset
should abandon positions
which arc basically
comrect.

Dave Spencer
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Ssctarianism

I &m wiiting becansze of
my enncem over Lhe
sectarian approach of
Socialist Outlook.

The cover of 5.0. 10
carries the heading “A
rocialist response to the
Green challenge”. You
should be presenting a
socialist response Lo the
ecological crisis, rather
thian the green
movement, An article on
this subject should admit
frankiy that marxists
have done very Little on
the issue; call fora
greater commitment from

the lefi, and leam fom
the experience of thaze
whn have already been
involved for many years,
to discover what role
markists should play.

Instead the article
explains that once again
marxists have all the
right answers and those
who have been active in
the green movement for
years have got it wrong. |
wonld not Like to try and
sell that issue of Socialist
Ohatlook to my [Mends in
Gireenpesce and Frends
of the Earth!

Then there is the
article on Socialist

Organiser. What iz the
puint of it — yer anolher
vitminlic aftack by one
miniscule organization
on another? All the
organisations (from the
Communist Paty
lefiwards) have some
serions, cotnmilted
tnilitants. Aftacking
these organizations docs
not help your supporters
to work with people who
hold views dilTerent to
FOUTE,

This i= not 1o sy
pohtcal differences
should be lgnored IF
your publication carmies
an article on, say,

Sncialist Organiser, &
supporter of thal
organisation should be
uble to read it and fesl al
the end of il that their
views have been fairly
presented in a respecful
way and that the basic
differences betwesn you
have heen clarified. It ia
not necessary or helpiul
Lo denoumce it in the way
you hiave done —{alking
about a “lurch to the
right', *decline and
degeneration’, ‘throwing
the movement back tn
Kamtskyiam " et ele.

Britain desperately
needs an

orgatisstion/publication
that can rise ahowve all
Lhis, that does not sien
from the premise thal it
hasall the answers, that
15 open 1o olher ideas,
will dascuss dilfsring
jdeas in o respeciul way.
Only in this way will you
win tver Lhe broadest
possible alliance 1o lackle
the huge problems facing
us. Nobody is going 1o
listen to vou if wou listen
to nobody. It is high
tirne for a chaige!

Rivhard Owens

Bonapartism 1

Phil Hearse's article on
Thatcher's supposad
Beosupartism (3.0,

Mo 11 gave too moch
away in the direction of
the Communist Parly s
document ‘New Times
which he cnticized in an
earhier issne,

Hearse believes that
the Tones are
counier-revalutionary.
This implies thatl Britain
was a workers slale, or at
least in a
pre-revolutionary
situalion, in 1979, Az a
[ormer editor of Socialist
Challenge, Hearse will
aurcly have noticed a
degree of continuily {as
well 25 a break ) between
the palicies of Callaghan
and Thatcher, Even the
poll tax is, in part,
another in the senes of
attacks launched hy
Lahour on local
grverTiment.

In fact Heuse's
conceplion of a
boniapastist povemment
teads him to the idea that
Thatclier is centmally
concemed with the
attacks on democratic
rights, whereas she is
centrally concerned with
restoring the profitability
of British capitalism.
Formnately the residual
strength of the working
class has prevented the
bosses from restoning
their world position
thirugh wage cuts elc.

Thus by counselling
despair almost of the

‘Marxism Today” Lype
rather than opiimizm
about the balance of class
[vmes, Hearse hegins to
seek & broad democratic
alhance with wet Toncs,
ele, The fmits of such
iileas were evident when
BBC journalizts
cancelled a sirke against
the "terrorist’ reporting
ban, in lavour of a joint
approach with
managopent,

Creaff Collier
Hull SWFP

Bonapartism 2

The article “Thatchensm,
the coming of the strong
state” by Phil Hearse
(5.0, 11), whilst pointing
out soame of the
unprecedented excesses
of Thatcheran compared
with any sher British
post-war govemment,
still conlains more
dangers than virmes.

Hearse fulls into the
samic terminolngical trap
az the former Workers
Revolutionary Pary, the
legacy of which is
continued in the pages of
Socialist Newsletter.

The lirst feature to be
grasped in delining
bonapartism (semi or
otherwise) ir, as Trotsky
explained most clearly in
hiz article “Bonapartizm
and fazcizm’ (1934) - the
same article refermed to
by Hearse | that forms of
bonapariism anse when
deep class polarisation
renders parliamentary
mile impotent.
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Assoon as the
wrreconciluble camps
have taken up their
fighting positicns al lhe
poles of capitalist
rowcicty, it wasa't long
before it became clear
that the adding machine
of parlizmentarianism
berst wll importance, It i3
true that the Donmerpue
Grovermmient, like the
Brunening-Schleicher
Giovemaients i their
day. appearat first glance
to povern with the assent
of parliament. But itis s
parliament that has
ahdicated, a parlivnent
that kmows that in case of
resistance the
povermment wiould
dispense with it Thanks
to the relative
equilibriom berween the
wiump of counter
revolution which attacks
and the camp of
revolition which defends
irelf, Thanks to their
temporary mutul
nentralization, the axis of
powers has beein mised
abivve the claszes and
ahove their parliamentary
representarion. [t is
necessary fo seck a head
of the government
vtzide parliament and
‘oust=ide the parties® ..
The government does not
APPCUr 35 an cXoCHive
orgun of the
parlimmentary majoriry,
but as a judge-arhiter
between fwo camps in
stuggle ... a government
of the sabre as the
Jndge adviter of the
nation — that is just what
honapartism 15,

Hearse s contenlion
that the left assumes
brenaparism anscs only
o the massive defeats of
the wodking class s
again Wcorrect. On the
contrary, bonapartism
arises when the
patlismentary sysiem is
unable to contain the
struggle of contending
classes,

Trevor Wangsam

Bonapartism 3

0" The Coming of the
Strong Siets’, Phil Hearse
makes mislakes in fact,
history and analymz A4
complete and
comprehensive eorrection
would require an anlysis
«f bonapartiam, the
theory of the state, the
strocturs and changesin
society and the economy,
the successes of Thalcher
and the failure and
ineptitude of the
vppoaition (why do you
need Honaparne when you
have Kinnock?)

In the first place the
analysis s anglo-centnc.
Many restrictions in
denecratic rights ane alsn
to be found in oiher
sdvanced capitalist
countries: the illegality of
arortion and
liomnosexuality in Ireland,
g well as the press bans
o the republican
merwvemceit: the Federl
Republic of Germany has
the Berufsverbot, banning
radicalz from
employment in the public
services — [mm leachers

to train drivers; m e
LISA there are vicious
anti-union laws and
union busting by hoth
profezsional firms and
near fascist pangs; and
the French TV channcl
ORTF was the
Goverument station for
many vears afier De
Gaulle, although legally
independent.

Any trawl of the
advanced capitalist
countries would ding up
simlar examples, Do
they prove that these
counines are or have
been bonaparti=t? I is
also iportant 1o
remeniber that many
democratic tights have
been won very recenily.
Just to go back 29 vears,
aboation was illegal. 40
was homosexuality.
Women were paid less
than men for domg the
same job and wers
biatantly ad legally
refused equal treaimicnt
in many arcas of lile.
Was that & bonapartist
aysicm 7

“Thatchersm™ 1w a
collection of the trends,
facts and features Lhal
Phil Hearse notes, made
into a coherent theory of
an authoritanan,
anti-demoeratic strong
state beyond
parliamentary
democracy, precisely tn
Justify the strategy of the
Popular Front in the
1980 =, and not 1o
analyss o real
phenomenon in sociely.

Brian Elkington
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