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Poland:

Spot the
counter-revolutionary

IT WAS NOT a pretty sight: thousands of militant Polish workers
giving enthuslastic applavse to Margarel Thatcher in Gdansk. How
could they be so wrong?

OF course, the television coverage was selective. It did not high-
light the leaflets distributed by left wing Solldarnose aclivists oppos
ing the Thatcher visit and Lech Walesa for inviting her. It did not
headline the Solidarnosc steering commiltlee statement depouncing
the sacking of GCHQ) trade unionists. And It downplayed the extent
to which Polish militants were simply using the Thatcher visit as a
pretext for their own mobilisation, especislly since the Lenin
shipyard Taces closure, But the applanse was definitely there, and
represents a real proliem.

We must remember that Solidarnoese exlsts — despite brutal repres-
sion — hecawse in Poland the official trade unfons are simply organs
of mapagement and state control over the workers. More than forty
years of a stalinlst pollce state pumpling oul ‘communist’ propagan-
da and obligatory bureaucratic “marxism’, together with vicious
repression of independent political currents, have totally disorien-
tafted many sections of Polish workers.

Their experience of life in the ‘socialist camp’ — of queues,
shortages and bureaucratic privilege and corruption upheld by tanks
and baton charges — Is oot ooc which cogenders teader affection,
Polish workers® well-founded mistrust of all official pronouncements
and ther lack of independent information leaves them vulnerahle to
the paolitics of the crude popuolist right like Thatcher. The confusion
is componnded by the role of the catholic chorch, which has been
carcfully nurtured by the Polish burceoeracy as a nseful diversion
from class stroggle.

There is no basis for the British left to look scornfully on the Polish
events. The soft line on stallnfsm which led to the timid refusal of
many would-be socialists to support the Solidarnose stroggles in
1980-81, or mobilise to oppose General Jarvzelski's military crack-
down, ereated the bizarre and baffting spectacle of Tony Benn and
Arthur Scargill opposing sirikers while Thaicher and Reagan
shooted hypocritical support: how showld we expect Polish workers
to understand that?

If any of these same timid socialists now claim they were right all
along, and that the welcome for Thatcher is ‘proof” that Solidarnosc
Is nothing but & counter-revolutionary church conspiracy, they
should ssk themselves the difMicull question: why did Jaruzelski in-
vite her to Poland in the first place? Why is it Jaruzelski who most
vocally praises Thatcher's ‘free market® approach, and his industry
minister who praises her hard llne against the miners” strike?

The Tact s that desplte its nationalised economy, lar from having
developed as a ‘sodialist’' state, Poland is reaping the bitter harvest
of decades of burenncratic misrule, The Warsaw bureancracy, ke
those In most of castern Furope, I8 composed of ‘communists’ who
have never led or supported a revolution, ruling countries where the
waorking class has never (as it did in the 1917 Russian Revolution)
held power in its own hands.

The expropriation of the old cast Furopean capialists In the years
after 1944 was carrled out from shove by a powerful, bureaucratlsed
state machine, under the watchful eves and guns of Stslin's Red
Army. Though the direct subordination Lo the Kremlin has gradual-
I¥ been relaxed, and certain rivalries and differentiations have oc-
curred, ihe political base of the huresucracy in cach country remains
the suppression of any independent movement of the working class;
this means steadfast epposition to any genulne workers® control.

Instead, the bureaucracy jtself has been managing the creaking
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and increasingly inefficient economies, following the traditional
stalinist conceplion of seeking to build *socialism’ in a single country.
Theresult has been nota defence but an undermining of the preteace
of a planned economy: the east Eurepean counfries have plunged
ever deeper into debt with imperfalist bankers, offering ever-greater
concessions Lo encourage major capitalist firms to set up new busi-
nesses there — with profits gusranteed by the ‘workers® siate’,
Though the bureaucrals understand that their power and privilege
rest on their control of a natlonalised economy, and would he
eliminated were capitalism to be restored, they are incapable of run-
ning the system efficiently or democratically.

At the same fime the predominant Forcdgn policy of the Kremlin
and major communist parties, secking a ‘peaceful coexistence” with
capitalism — and therefore opposing or restricting revolutionary
struggles — has helped Keep the stalinist states isolated, compounding
the crisis.

While the working cluss hasheen held back, capitalist inroadsand
‘markei’ mechanisms are belng encouraged, creating precisely the
kind of confusion that led to Thatcher's reception In Gdansk, and
stoking up new crises for the future.

A ‘socialist’ system that creates the usion that individual aod
political rights and freedoms, economic dynamism and enhanced
living standards are to be found oaly by the import of capitalist ideas
and methods does nothing but miscducate s whole generation of
workers.

Even now, behind Gorbachey’s courtship of West (ferman chan-
cellor Kobl, of Thatcher, Heagan and Bush Is the craving fer western
technology to boost the flagping soviel ¢conomy; that's why Gor-
bachey Is also removing the top limit on the size of capitalist Invest-
ments in the USSR, Though few east Kuropesan bureaucracies have
Felt sufMcently confdent to offer anvihing like the liberalization of
Gorbachev's glasnest, similar economic moves are taking place else-
where In eastern Enrope. Even in China, new Mgures show the much
larger than expected growth of private enterprise as s major element
in the economy. Neil Kinnock and the TUC leaders are not the only
ones to have offectively glven up on socialism and embraced the
‘markel” instead!

So the answer to the Polish riddle is much less complicated than it
may first appear: Polish workers hate the Polish statc because it is
not @ genuine workers' state which they control, bul something
qualitatively diTerent; o protesque, bureavcratised deformation — 2
parody —of a workers” state. Many of them see Thatcher as o Ngure
of freedom primarily becanse they see Jaruzelski as an oppressor.

The chief counter-revelutionary force in Poland today is not the
working class — which has shown is strength in struggle after strug-
gle , and must be the driving force for any socialist perspective - but
the state bureavcracy, which keeps the working class in chains and
cruelly miseducates il.

The solution — in Poland and other stalinist-ruled states — must he
a class struggle solution, building on the workers" instinctive and
healthy opposition to burcaucratic power and privilege. This means
developing a new leadership in the Solidaraosc corrent based on »
clear, internationulist and proletarian programme for the revoln-
tionary overthrow of the bureancracles and the establishment of
genuine working class power as a foundation for workers' manage-
ment of the cconomy and solidarity with revolutionary struggles. In-
terestingly, i is on the kind of forces ignored by the western press —
the left of Solidarnose, including the Polish Socialist Party, that such
a new leadership can begin to be built.
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Last chance for Viraj
Mendis

VIRAI MENDIS has become a
symbol in the fight aganst the
immigration laws. That is why
the Home Office wants (o
deport him. For the last two
years Viraj has been in
sanciuary in the Charch of As-
cengion in Hulme, Manchester
to avoid being deported 1o Sni
Lanka. The Viraj Mcodis
Defence Campaign has be-
come the best known anti-
deportation campaign in the
couniry. But the Home Office
(backed by sections of the
press) are determined o go
ahead with the deporation
despite widespead fears for his
safety in Sri Lanka.

All legal procedures o keep
WViraj Mendis in the country have
oow been exhansted. The Home
Office has made it clear that as
goon as the House of Lords tums
down & petition for an appeal the
police will be ordered 1o arrest and
deport him. Thiscould heppen any
day now. All effors should there-
fore be made to build up the max-
imum pressure throwgh letters to
thie press and petitions and delega-
tions to the Home Cffice.

IT the Home OMice succeed in
deporting Vir) Mendis it willbe a
sethack for all other anti-deporia-
tion campoigns. 10 will make
sanctuary more difficult as a fast
resort to avoid deportation. With
the new immigration law, so-
called *overstayers’ will no longer
be able to appeal on compas-
sionate grounds for the might to

Political Asylum
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stay in the country, Tt will be a
criminal offence to he an
‘overstayer . Such people wall
have no alfemative but to seek
BNCTUALY,

With the deporiation of around
50 people every week from Britain
trade uniongare increasingly heing
fomeed v take up the issue. The Na-
tiomal and Local Government Of-
ficers Association (MALGO) has
orgenised successiul campaigns to
protect its members from deporta-
tion. The Manchester bmanch of
MNALGD (with 9,000 members)
have decided to organise a nation-
al labour movement confercnes on
immigration and npabonality in
early 1984, Such a conlerence can
become an important step forwand
in involving the the whole labour
movemeril in the defence of Black
people againet mcist and sexisl im-
migmtion and nationality laws,

The campalgn for Viraj
Mendis' right to stay is the number
one priodty at the moment, But a
Iabour movement conference on
mmmigrilion and nabtionality can
become a step forwand for all anti-
deportation campaigns,

Finn Jensen

Contact: Viraj Mendis
Defence Campaign, North
Hulme Centre, Jackson Cres-
cent, Halme, Manchester

MI15 SAL, B061-214 3168.

Rena Woed, NALGO
Manchester Branch Office,
Ist floor, Elliot House, 3
Jacksons Row, Mancheste
M2 5NJ. o061-834 6564
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Women's support groups: key to P&0O battle

Linking up the
struggles

THE CONTINUING P&D
geafarers strike was the Lopic
of the major speaker al the
second Solidarily Network
conferenge in Leeds last
month. Becky Sawbridge from
Dover gove the 120-strong
conference a moving account
of the dispute and the nesd for
CONNNUINE SUppo.

Az with the miners and othees,
somie of the striking sealarers huve
Tost theirhomes because they have
refused to give np or be boupght off.
The media and the official trade
union leaderships are silent alwoud
the P& O strike hoping we will just
forget that it is still poing on.

Cither key coninbutions to the
conference came from postal
workers, sirking nurscs, and o
Bradford councillor. The comman
theme throughout the day was the
lack af zny will by the made onion
urd Lahour party leaderships fora
fight.

In Bradford, whers working
cliss people (ece massive cuts, in-
creased schonl meal charges, and
lisss ol basic services — and coun
il workers face the rack — the Dis
triet Labour Party strategy is tocall
2 ‘mock election” — in the wand
they [o=t in the real élection!

Afternoon workshops, on the
WHS, local povemment, GUTHQ,
women's stgeles and buildimg
suppart groups, ook [orward the
themes from the moming snd
produced positive suggrestions for
building support for strugples lo-
cally and keeping the national
link-up gmwing,

The Solidarity MNelwork iiself
was launched in autumn 1987 (ul-
luwing a request from the
Silentnight strikers whio were sold
ot by the leadership of the Pumi-
ture Trades Union (FTAT), and
left irnlated in their fight for umion
conditions and rates of pay. They
had already made their own Links
with miners, printworkers; the
Hangers strikers, Women Against
Pit Closures and many other dis-
]'.‘L!ll:.'l.

The lecling after the wave of
disputes in 1986-7 was that & net-
work should be kept going to help
organise support for funire strikes.

The Solidarity Netwoik does
not intend to substiute itsell for
Mass sCuon or o become an alter-
native Ly highting the [mustmating
trade union burcaucracy, Il s 4
support streciures for workers and
for communities in stmggle, help-
ing them link wp, spreading infor-
mation, and giving advice on
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GCHQ - TUC bottles out

thinygs strikers have leamed doring
their disputes — snch as informa-
tion om benefits, the law, and o
ganising demoanstrations, mllies
e lobbies,

The Metwork is also attempting
ter link up with the Labour left, who
often regard wade union struggles
as secondary to the crisis within
the Labour party. It has jomtly or-
ganized rallies and meetings: with
the Chesterficld movement.

The Metwork is not a talking
shop: it consists of activiste who
have been stikers themselves or
involved in support groups or
cormmiTy organisations {such as
tepanis’ SIOUPS OT TIOTRCIY Cam-
paigns), It produces a regular bul-
Jetin giving information about cur-
rent strugples, and 15 an open,
democratic and accountable or-
ganisation that does not push any
onc organisation's political line.

A new steering committes was
elected at the conference, and will
meet regularly {all meelings are
open); an editorial group was also
elected Lo smupervise the production
of the bulletin.

The next year will provide us
with plenty of opportunities for ac-
tion. Local anthonties — whether
Tory or Labour — are now making
cuts that hit the poorest and mosat
vulnerable, and ihere i 0 nesed 1o
link campaigns in aneas like Brad-
ford, Brent and Hackney, where
people are organising o fight lor
joha and services:

The Tornes are planming even
more anti-union measures, while
privatisation of local govemment
deparmments will decimate jobs
and services. Bosses are culting
their workforce, -speeding wp
production lines and elosing fac-
tories (Austin Rover, British
Asfospace ).

There are battles in the NHS:
hattles by council tenants against
compulsory transfer o private
tandlords, and the perconial fght
of workers against victimisations
of militants, Women face even
more pressure io choose belween
lowr paid, low status part time jobs
orstaying at home on poverty level
benefits caning for children or
handicapped, sick or elderly refs-
lives.

The Solidanty Network cannot
promise to win on all of these is-
sucal but it can begin to support
these who are fighting, and make
the links between the campaigns.

For affiliatton, capier of the
bulletin or more details of focal
comiacts, write fo the Secretary,
Andrea Camplell, 6, Cherisey
House, Arnold Circus, Lovidin E2.

Andrea Campbell

RECENT developments
around the Gght 1o delend the
jobs of trade union members at
GCHO) contrast the umidity of
the TUC leadership and the
willingness of union members
to take action,

Thowzands of trade union mem-
hers ook sirike action on Novem-
ber Tth, by no means all of them
civil servants, and demonstrations
and rallies ook place in many
miajor towns, often organised inde-
pendently of the TUC,

For itz pant, the TUC called on
union members to do no more on
‘GOCHC Dray’ than tumm up in their
hresks (o the mllies. Many TUC
unions circulated nothing more
than this appeal, though the civil
service umions halloted their mem-
hers and NALGO local govern-
ment conference voled for & one-
day strike.

Ever zince the ban on union
membership was announced in
January 1984 (tobe enforced from
March) the TUC and civil zervice
pnion leaderships have avoided
the sgale of fight needed to force
the govemment to back down,
despite fine specches about
democratic rights, They have
prefermed to become enmeshed in

appeals Lo British and Evropean
courts and the International
Labour Organisation,

In choosing to make their main
focuscounterinpgthe
government's arpuments in
courtroems rather than mobilising
for action, the TUC and CCSLT
{Council of Civil Service Unions)
have conceded large parts of the
Tories" argument,

They have guoted Tory state-
ments on how indusinal aotion by
civil servants never disrupted
opermations at GOCHO as ‘proof” of
how anneccessary the han iz and
heve argued that there 15 no con-
tredictinn hetween T member-
ship and ‘defence of the national
interest”, that trade unionists are g5
patriotic as the ruling class (or
MOTe S0

Desgpite winning the suppoit of
all opposition parties o & commil-
ment to restore rade union nghts
at GCHC), all of this has (predice-
ahly) not prevented the govem-
ment moving ahead with its
policy, sacking union members; or
nnion membership dwindling to a
small hard core.

If union membership means
anything. then nltimately it means
taking industnal action, and if such
action is o achieve unylhing it has

Ly he effective and hit the
employers. The nght to onion
memebership without the nght to
take effective action is ooly holf a
right.

Similarly, aceeplance of a com-
moa nalional interest concedes the
argument 1o the Tones, I there in
such A comunon interest then il
mekes sense for the ‘clected
govemment of the day” o decide
what it is at any onc time, Of
course, challenging the idea nf
such 2 common inferest also
means questioning the need for
spy-centres like GCH() Chelten-
ham and arguing for altemative
employment.

TUC and CCSU pussylooting
has considerably weakened the
fight to defend trade mion nghts,
butit doesn't mean the Bght is lost.
The response 1o cven the Limited
call on November Tth shows the
possihilities. Union sctivists have
to step up suppont for the furher
actions called by the CCSU and
TUC, but also demznd they go
beyond ther present policy 1o call-
ing all-out action, the only way to
stop the Torkes taking away more
and nrove of our demouratic dghts.

Pere Firmin

AUSTIN Rover's 23.000
hourly paid workers have
“voted by atwo to one majorty
to accepl a two-year deal
recently offered by manage-
ment and promoted by a
right wing.

The negotialions and the
~agreement ot the end of them
were extraordinury, The JNC
were taken toa residential
cmmmmmmdnjm

Whﬁhm&&ﬁﬁnﬁ
At the end utﬂwmwm
..awnpm:rufﬁb the offer was i

Management put £3500 behind the -

Strange line-up in Austin Rover
pay sell-out

Longhridge delegation, who are
strongly 1n:|'[umm=1h3| Adums.

More surprising still was the
spectacle of the deal bﬂﬁg ap-
posed hy the mgular night wing,
inchiding every represeninlive
fromn Cowley, among them lvor
Braggins, convenor of the
C;mi:y :ma'hl}- plani, 'F'b;“ i# A
Secretary Ron Todd on the
TGWU executive.

In selling the deal to the mem-
‘bership, both the management
and those (including the Morning
Star) who supported it cxag-
gerated the size of the offer by in-
h-ﬁn; the nlﬂli dﬁrwm in

only thing nf 2ake in this pay

and £8.50 the wext: it falls far
short of the unipns” claim, suh-
mitted three months ago, for an
caghtpcrmm[ilﬁ}prw:mkm—
crease in a one- deal,

The wording on the ballot
paper held ont no possibility of
further m:gjﬂ:lalmnslfﬂmdicr
were rejected, saying that: "The,
only altemative is to take in-
Mﬂuﬂm-ﬁﬁuwﬁmﬂ
the deal is not accepted there will
h:nnhmnlﬁmhﬂﬁﬁr#ﬂ'n
action”.

However wages were pot the

review. Amuﬁﬁwnn&m
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Gillespie looks smug — befora the Govan resuit

.

Govan by-election:

a warning to Kinnock

AS THE Labour party in Scot-
lar] hegins o take stock of the
party’s by-election defeat in
Govan, all the signe are that the
result has ooly served 1o
deepen the divisions over party
stralegy which bave been
developed since last year's
general election,

him Sillar’s victory, which the
Seoltish National Party hes hailed
a3 a “sea-chunge’ n Scottish
Palitics, was Indesd impressive, if
radly predictable, achievement for
the pationalists. Overmaming a
labour mapority of 19,0600, Sillars
increazed the SMP's share of the
vote 10 forty-eigh! pet cenl.
Labour's vole slomped from
24000 at the general clection to
just over 11,000

The SNP mounted a high
profile campaign, flowding the
congtitency with activists. They
emphasized opposition o the Poll

Tax and mpport for a cumpaign of

non-payment, while polinng scom
un the ineffectoal conduct of
Labour's *feebls Gfty” MPs,

By contrast, Labour's cam-
paign generated little enthusiasm.
The candidate, Bob Gillespie's
stance on the poll tax - personal
non-payment, combined with a
refusal fo call on others o do
likewise — epitomised the bmidiry
and imcoherence of Labowr s ol f-
cial position.

In response o the defeat, the
party leader has called for an en-
quiry into why Lahour Tost, Scot
tish arganiser, limmy Allison has
already ventured to suggest that
the Guovan electorate enquiry isun-
likely to jdentify the real factors
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which underlay Labour's spec-
tacular defeat. The problem iz cer-
tuinly mot thar Govan's over-
whelmingly working class
eleciurate failed to ondersiand the
party's policies. Rather it is those
policies themselves — not least of
refusing to oiganise any serious
remsiance 1o the pall 1ax — which
have been tested and found want-
Ing,

Two months age, the Scomish
Labour party held a recall con-
ference to decide the pary’s at-
titude to the poll lax. The con-
ference was organised —
presumably by someone with a
stnmg =ns of irony — in Govan
towm hall, Attheconfemnce, in the
fece of strong vpposition from the
lelt, the party leadership: reaf-
firmed the stratepy of the *dented
shield”. Surrcnder Lo the Tories
now; bope for a Labour govern-
ment sooner or later,

Ii is lirtle exagremtion to say
that the Crovan by-clection was
lost two mooths sgo in Govan
town hall, and the explanations
which concenirie on the personal
calibre of the candidates or (he
techiieal details of the campaign
simiply obescure 2= basic fact of
Scottish political tife. Ax the
prospect of a Kinnock led Labour
government in Westminsier
recedes into political make-
helieve, and in the absence of &
serions fight, the SNI svision — of
an dependent Scotland within
the EEC — will conlinue to gain
ground. In thiz respect, the Govan
by-election should stand hoth ax &
challenge and a waming to the
Scottish left,

fan Gault

Thatcher’s Britain

No right to

speak -

or stay

silent!

WITH THE anouncement of
a media ban on the expression
of republican views and the
removal of the historic mght Lo
silence, it is clear that the
Thatcher govemment has be-
come one of the most repres-
sive this century,

Coming in the wuke ‘of other
developments in fecent yoars — the
tonal ervmion of trade union rights,
the ban on the *promotion” of los-
hian and goy sexnality, shoot-to
kill policien and the frame-up of
black and Irish prisioners (causing
Amneaty Intemational o amack
British justice fires times in the
past year) thers iy an urgent pesd
for a broad political wovement in
defence of democmtic nghts.

The right to-silence ik un ancient
right thun can be dated back to the
abolition of the Star Chamber in
1641, Under the star chamber,
the Eurnpean inguisitorial jodicial
systems, the sccused were forced
through the use of torture 1o lo-
criminate themselves, The
development of rules preventlng
those accused from heing com-
pellied 1o appear as wilnesses in
theit own cases, and baring the
prosecution from ¢oiumenting &d-
versely oo the exercise of this night
— hecame basw elements of any
syslem in which there 1s 4
presumption of iinovence and the
oUs 18 on the prosecution to prove
guilt,

Althiough the curment proposafs
do not appear to alfect tha
defendant’= ght not be a3 witness
in conrt, the abolition of the pre-
trial rght to silence is in many
wiys more dangerous. It iz while
incustody — often denied aceess 1o
lvwyers, questioned for fengthy
periody, denied eleep, isalated and
vunerable —that prisoners are most
exposed to pressure o make con-
fessions. The government hag
responded to the concem over the
Totienham Tlree, Guildford Four,
and the Birmingham Six cases —all
heavily based on false
‘confessions’ under such cir-

cunistances — by raying! 'the best
way o ensure there {5 no denizl of
Imstice 15 1o make such practices
official and legal’,

The medis han has similarly
been implemented through the
whally undempcratic structures of
the British siate. Selfcensorship
was already widespread in the
media, with dovens of program-
mes on breland altered og
withdrawn since the early 19705
The ban ksl is being described
by TV mid rueio newsreuders a5
applying 1o ‘Morhemn sk or
gunirations linked 1o remmartsm ' in
fact the han ls & broad political
sweep aimed 8t ¢lonping dowi on
the gruwih of any public debate on
the government’'s hundling of the
Irish jzae.

Within weeks, these banned in
cluded the late Mirtam fames of
the Labour Conumities on Ireland,
Bernadetie McAliskey, 5 madin
programme about Lhe Guildfoed
Four, [eatuning Erol Smalley (oue
of their relatives) and Sinn Fein
councilor Dodie MeGuiness on
the closure of @ Derry matemity
onlt, Suppression of poblic sup-
port for the IRA is thus o very
small part of the ban s aim.

Thiz will make officiala double
standard in electoral politics — i
which different nghts are aceonded
o volers, representatives sl par-
ties accunding to whether they sup-
pam o uppose the povermment on
koy issues. Today it is Treland,
Tomormow it may be extend to
thowe advocaung defiasnce of the
Poll Tax, Section 28, or trade
wnid lawe.

The current attacks on civil
liberties will most certumly not be
the last: it is well known that far
ther measures on the cards includs
enabling convectlons for TRA
membership to be obiained solely
o the word of an RUC officer: and
the introduction of an oath against
violence for electoral candidates,

The widespread oppasition to
the measures is very positive,
Despite its apparent strsngth, the
government is laking & big risk.
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This is the lirst lime such repres-
sve migasures have boen talen in
the absence of cross-party or
public consensus. Operating out-
side of such a consensus poses real
dangers for wider British povern-
menl on ‘law and order’ and
Ireland.

But thers is gl a porsibility
that measures will succeed Al
ready, despile the ofAvial Labour
opposition to the measures, *civil
libertarians” such as Kevin Me-
Mamarz have reaponded hy
proporing altemalive Tepressive
measures instead. The framework
for the discussion is already
moving to the right.

The broadest possible cam-
paign must be huilt in defence of
hamc democratic nghts: to defend
milence in the courts and (o break
the rilence in the media, Evary op-
poriunity i challenge and high-
light the measures muat he taken.
Intemational carmpaigns are essen-
tial as they were in response o in-
temment, Bloody Sunday and the
hunger sirikes,

Broadcasters must be en-
couraged 1o challenge the ban.
Banned videos and republican
speakers must be offersd a plat-
form everywhers, A campaign
st be waged in the labourmove-
ment against its leadership’s ser-
vility po the British ‘rule of law’ -
whether in Belfesl, Govan,
Tottenham, Wincheater or Gibml-
ter, Irish self-determination and
the [rght 1o get Brtain oot of
Irefand has to become a central
plank of the socialist agenda — or
the British working class will be
paying a bigger and bigger price in
the years tooome.

Piers Mostyn
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Home Secretary Douglas Hurd: using ga and thumbscrews

Palestine ‘parliament’ adopts

AFTER three months of dis-
cusgions and consultanons,
and a further eight weeks of
vacillations, the 19th Palestine
MNational Council finally took
place in Algiers,

The unilateral declammbon of an
independent Palestinian state, and
the final political declaration ex-
plicitly recognizing the state of s
racl were widely known even
before the inaugural session
started.

However differences belwesn
the main factions of the Palestine
Liberation Organisation {PLO)
still prevailed until the Last minute

Moscow line

over how and whether 10 Inclonde
recopnition of lsmel wathout com
promising the legitimate rights of
the Palestinian people,

Unlike the old sterile debale in
the 1970s over the concept of
‘governmen! 1n exile' versus
‘provisional government’, the
FLO leaders could pot afford the
time o bicker for ever against the
background of the rmvifadah, the
historic upnming in the occuopied
termitones which hes entcred its
&leventh month.

The mass struggle, having
resisted the mighty iron fist of the
#tomnist stale, has developed a
powerful and united leadership—a
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leadership groonded in new forms
of resistance: vl disobedicnee, a
self-help network, and sinkes.
This the PLO factions could not ig-
o,

Apart from internal Palestinian
commiderations, there was also a
wider, even global dimension to
the dehates, ar the Soviet Union
played s leading role in giving sup-
port to the pragmatism of PLO
leader Yassir Armfat. Moscow
pressure pulled into line its direct
allies — the Democratic Froar and
the Palestine Communiat Pany —
and neutralised the only pole of
opposition — the Popular Pront,

With an eye on the new regime

in Washington, Gorhachew is plan-
ning an initiative on the Middle
East, and desperately needs for
mulations that are acceptshle to
the USA. Despite some cliff-
hangers in the most difficult =es-
signs, Soviel diplomats worked
tirclessly in the corridors and final-
ly achieved the flexibility they
needed from the PLO before they
hegin to anfold their sew game-
plan.

Fur Lhe fnrifadah, the declams-
tiott of independence was a major
boost in as much as it strengthens
the authority of the united leader-
ship of the uptising. However, the
recognition of the state of Lsrael
ven only be a serious sethack,

In fact, far from *electrifying
the world’, as the US media mug
gested, the declaration i notanun
precedented gesture. Arafal has,
for many years now, jumped at
every opportunily (o meel
whatever conditions US im-
perialism has impared before
‘talking’ to the PLO. In spooch
efter speech he has proposed
direct, explicit, de facto recogii-
tion of the zionist state, But to im-
pose this position, as he did in Al-
giers, on all the other PLO
factions, was no mean feat,

It is here that Soviet diplomacy
tilted the balance. Georpge
Habazh's Popular Front and sone
sections al Fatah battled
throughout, but in vain. They
conld not walk out for fear of jeap-
ariising the onity of the intifadah
Nor did they offer a credible
simategicaltemative.

Arafat's victory at the Palesiine
MNational Council is &n impornant
gstep fur Gorbachev's plans for
peace in the Middle East. But
while guestions on the Arab side
are moving towards some resoli-
tion, the Ismeli election guagmire
renaing still to be seltfed

The worst possible scenaro for
Gorbachev would be the formation
of & rightist coalition who will look
to extreme solutions — expelling
the Palestinains en masse from the
West Bank,

This waould increase the
likelihood of a fourth Arab-Izmeli
war, and throw Soviet plans into
disrray.

Jack Goldberg

Join the Labour Move-
ment Campaign for Pales-
fine

Details: BM Box LMCP,
London, WCIN 3XX
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Soviet Union
Glasnost under
threat

THE struggle over perestroika
~ mestroctunng the cconomy
and the stare — i3 hotting up in
the Soviet Union. While Gor-
bachevis showing growing im-
patience with (he speed of the
unplementing the perssiroiks
re[oms in the economy, thers
is increasing evidence thal the
‘Moscow Spring” of glasnost
may be short-lived.

Buring Gorbachev's Black Sea
sumner loliday, bis leading critic
in the Polithurn, Yigor Ligachey,
prilized the opporunity o make a
detailed speech in the city of
frorky which almost amounted (o
a  counter-manifestn to
Gorbachev's programme of
reforms,

While hacking the penetal
programme of economic
perestioika, Ligachev wamed of
the dangers of too much
marketisation, 100 mMany conces-
sions to imperialism and too mauch
fresdom for non-party, informal,
palitical asseciations like the
Sewialist Clubs. It was 5 declars-
tion which was e to get a good
reception in lower levels ol the
burcaucracy, which see themsel-
veg as threatened by Gorbachey,

Gorhachev's response was
swift. Following a melodranatic
visit to Siberia, where many
people complained ahout the slow
neas of the reforms, Gorbachey
summoned a gpecial Central Com-
mittee plenum which removed
Ligachev ax politburo number 2,
and shunted him into the sgnicul-
fure mini=try.

Three pew (rorbachev crones
were brought onto the politburo,
and a decision laken to end the
function of regional Commumist
organisalions as economic
manggers — a surl of paralle] state
appuratus. This latter decizion will
threaten the role of thousands of
lower party officials. Finally,
President Gromyko was asked to
revign ‘for health reasons’, Lo be
replaced by Mikhail Gorbachev
himsell

Gorbachey's coup against the
Ligacheviles was varnied out in &
manner totally al varanes with the
methods espoused by the official
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glasnost propaganda.
There was no debste on
Gorbachev's meport, and,
apurt ftom Gromyko’s
pathetic speech asking to
be mwlieved of his dutes,
there were np other
speakers, The whole meel-
bnp wag over mn less than 2
hionrs.

The CC plenum
revealed that progress on
perestrolka elormsis pain-
fully siow because tens of
thousands of lower level
burcaucrals nabionwide,
who are expected to put It
mloe effect, are extremely
reluctant to change their
old privileged ways,

Second, the CC pleaum
showed Gorbachey’'s
penchant for scerlng per-
sonal power ina mther vol
gar and open way. which
has nothing whatever to do
with glaznost ! But there are
other straws ln the wind in-
dicating that glasnost may
be under threat.

Thers were persistent mmomrs
over the sumumer that the polithuro
had taken a decision to clamp
dowi on aon-party organisatons
and events. In Auvpust a
demonsirition in Pushkin Squars
commemorating the nvasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1968 was bro-
tilly broken up by an aray of
security forces, weluding a new
riot squad nol seen in public
before,

The party leadership has had oo
choie bul 1o accept the leptimate
continued funclioning of the
‘popular front” in Estonia, which
Inelndes thie Extonian pury leader-
ship. The front has held
demonsirations for Bstonian self
determination which have
muobilised vver & million peopls
a huge percentage of the adult Bs-
tonian popolation.

But an attempt in November 1o
emizlate the Estoniun example in
Byelorussin was crushed by the
violent dispersal of demonsira-
tinns in Mingk. Unofficial clubs m
Byelorussia, including the
sncialist clubs, reported that they
were no longer able (o book public

hallz which had previously been
used for mectings.

On the domestic level therefore
Gorbachevism seems to be in-a
period of uneasy equilibrinm, with
few real advances in the cconcmy
wisehcing their way thoough, ernew
nitintives in freedom or opeless
being apparent. But it should not
be thought that by sidelining
Ligachev, Gorbachev hias inflicted
# finad defeat on cither the man or
the very large fomces that he repre
sonts.

Intermnationally however Gar-
hachey hos undoubedly scomed a
erjor new successs with the Oc-
tober visit of Federal German
Chancellor Helront Kohl o Mos
cow, Koll teok an entournge of
K with him, many of them top
German bosinessmen, hongnly
eyeing the 240 million-strong
Soviet market, Dorens of new
trade and aid deals were done.

Thatcher, i evident mgue @
this suecess, has launched 8 "don’t
pay for perestroika’ crusade,
probahly in cahools with the
Linited Stales, avmed al discoorag:
irtg precisely those economic links

Do great minds still think alike? The old Politburo

being built by Koll's Moscow
viml,

Moscow's policy i Afphonis-
tan has: however, come under
renewsd pressure as the US and
Pakistan have lncreased theis
nuibirary aid o the Mojahedin goer-
rilkas, kg advantage of the
Sowviet withdrawal, The Soviels
have eplied by halting their troop
withdrawal and supplying the Af
ghan govemment with long-rangs
missiles,

There iz no doubt that the USSR
15 prepared to see the present Af-
ghan govemment replaced, but
wants o polical sojution which
prevents @ hand e anti-Soviel
group coming to power. Thus the
Soviel Union wants desperately 1o
bolster the Afghsn government’s
forces to prevent 3 complete roul
when the military pull -cut is com-
plete.

Sill, it seems only the mest
catastrophic turp of cvenls woold
reverss Gorhachev’s determima-
tion to complete the Red Ammy's
withdrawal by the cnd of pext
Fehruary.

hil Hearse
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Nurses’ pay battle

Tories put the
boot In

Another ‘winter of discontent’ seems a real possibllity in
the NH5. Has the government miscalculated?
HARRY SLOAN argues that the Tories may be
deliberately stoking up the conflict in order to attack the

Mational Health Service.

At first sight, the Tory strategy is crazy.
Healih Secretary Kenneth Clarke has
embarked what seems on another un-
winnable confrontation with the nurses.
By inflaming new levels of militancy
among previonsly inactive and poorly-
unignised sections of the workforce,
who enjoy massive public support, he
appears to be on a hiding to nothing.

Shont of an unexpecied about-tum by the
gnvernment — pulting much more money onto
the table to funsd a fair and proper implementa-
tion of the mgrading of nurses’ pay - or an
shrupt and massive betrayal by the health
onions, which have again been propelled by
their rank and file into action, the disputs over
grading seems sel lo run and mun.

Ax thir issue of Sociglizt Outlook goes 1o
press, union militancy, {work-to-grading ac-
tion, somehmes coupled with overtime bans,
and token oreven all out strike action) is spread-
ing through every region of the NHS. The no-
stnke Royal College of Mursing, which has op-
posed any form of collective action tochallenge
contested gradings, 15 losing members in large
tumbers to TUIC-alflinted uniens,

Management, who in many cases were un
happy at being obliped by rigid cash limits to
Limit the numbers of nurses they could afford to
pul onto higher grades, are becoming increas-
ingly cheesed off as Clarke deliberately winds
wp the nurses and forbids any local concessions.
Indeed the threat of disciplinary action does not
orly apply to militant porees butl alse o
manugers wWho step out of line.

Mesnwhile ministers have begn to step up
the media propaganda offensive against the
health unions, exploiting events such as the
temperrary closure of the intensive care unit at
Birmingham Children’s Hospital and patients
slesping on Noors at Leavesden Hospital. Some

atafl have already heen suspended for working |

strictly to the grades imposed on them by
menagement: others have defied management
threats and [oroed limited concessions, Others
have taken the individual course of resipning in
disgust. The scene sesms set for a “winter of
discontent” created by deliberate povernment

However a closer look at the way Clarke has
provoked the current cscalating dispute with
tens of thonsands of nurses suggests thers may
be a degree of method in his madness. The

Tores would not be too
anhappy to be able to tum
the tables for the firs time
on the nurses, who have
been able 1o enlist poblic
sympathy Lo force
repeated concessions and
embarriss ministers. into
holding back on their real
plans. They may have
decided this istheirchance
to use the media lo aitack
"mudlitant” nurse setion,

We nvost remember that
the Tory govemment is
not simply looking
towards short-term questions: i sul] holds 2
long-term ambition to “relorm’ the National
Health Service and massively privatise the
provison of health care,

Thatcher knows well encongh that re attempt
such 2 project al pressol would be politeally
unaceeptable. It would antagonis oot only the
public at large, but also big sections of the Tory
electoral base, who are also dependent on the
NHS.

The top-level ‘review’ of the NHS, promised
by Thatcher at the beginning of the year (aller
the povemment had been pressurised into con-
ceding additional funding for hospital ser-
vices), has still not appeared, and no date has
vet been named for publication of its findings.

PHOTO: John ArthunReflax

It seems certain that the cabinet now want
first lo do some preparatory work on ' softening
up’ public opinion to weaken support for the
MNHES and credte conditions where brutally reac-
bomary ‘radical’ proposals conld ger a heanng,
We have alrendy seen this proceduns apprlied to
educalion policies, before the government
moved in for the kill with Kenneth Baker's
‘reform” proposals.

The straw in the wind demonstrating that the

| Torles are still determined 1o press home their

attack on the NHS was Cladee's dogged Gght
1o imposs swingeing new charges for eye lesis
and tor dental check-ups, despite Tory back-
bench opposition. The amounts of money in-
volved (£150m & year) are puny compared to
the £20 billion WHS budyget; the motive is nat
ecomomic bul to register a political declaration
of intent,

Significantly the row over the new charges
was followed by MNigel Lawson’s kite-flying
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Nurses —now facing threals of injunctions

XSRS 00 NeW mieans-lesting for pensomers.
The rame philosophy of “targeting’ i= alrcady
meking itreldf felt in discussions on the futore of
some NHS semvices.

Waiting in the wings, and apparently being
strongly promoted by Health Minister David
Mellor, are far-reaching plans to ditch NHS
responsibility for much long-term care of the
clderly, mentally ill and mentally handicapped,

These plans have been drawn up by
Thatcher's chief advisor on NHS mateers,
Samsbory chief Sir Roy Griffiths az a strategy
for ‘communily care’ services — especially
thise o the elderly. Griffiths proposes thar all
such services should be removed from the
MHS, and run by local govemment, levying
charges under a system ol means-testing,
Rigorous central govemment control would
also ensun: that oll such community care ser-
vices wenes put oul to competitive tender.

The msult could be hundreds of thousands
more elderly people being forced to plunder
their life-savings or sell their hovses in order o
finance their own care. Yet this policy has ac-
tzally been welcomed, bailed -as “bold” and
“madical’, hy academics and naive elements in
local government: # lobby gronping called
*Griffiths now!™ has been formed headed by
Labour boromghs Though NALGO has recent-
Iy published a heavy criigue of the Griffiths
Report, other health unions have been slow off
the mark and reloctant bo reject it ootrighe.

The Tories have not et announced an offi-
cial povernment response to Graffiths: bul his
plan offers them a series of adventages. It
simultanesusty enables the NHS 1o shed the
burden of providing costly free care to tens of
thousands of cldesly patients; lands increased,
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Clarke’s lactics have revived militancy

but under-funded, responsibilities into the lap of
local govermment which can carmy the can for
the inevitable foul-ups; puts a prasping govern-
ment hand into the assets and savings accounts
of the elderly; and offers the prospect of juicy
profits for a host of unscropulous private firms
and individual providers of "community care’,

It is in this context that we should see Ken-
neth Clarke"s tactics. He has swatched shroptly
from the role of kindly uncle giving an "extra’
(hut fudicrously inadequate) £138m 1o Gnance
the nursss” pay deal, (o the vicious, hanl-line
employer sticking the boot into the NHS unions.
Pethaps he secs this entirely avoidable dispute
as the way to swing public opinion against
‘preedy” murses, who are now the most power-
fully-organised sotion of healthworkers
ohstructing future Tory schemes for the NHS.

The anzwer from the unions must be to reeog-
nize the senoumess of the Rght, and Rtrmgth:n
the action. There are already signs that this is
happening, with the spread of resistance at rank
and file level. Mationul nfficials must stepup the
fight, wrging weaker mections into action
alongsmide those already on sirike or working to
grade, and pledmng stnke action where neces-
sary to hit back sgainsl individual or collective
victimisations of nurses by management. If they
do not Gght now, they risk loaing members and
handing initiative back to the scab leaders of the
RCH.

The stakes are high. Another victory by the
nurses would mpresent an important setback for
the govemment, who have ndden roughshod
over most other seotions of the trade union
movement, A defeat forthe health unions wouald
line up the MHS for the kind of ‘radical review’
that the Thatcher cabinet has threatened.

But as well as Gghting on clinical grading, the
vnions {and the Labour Party, which has also
largely accepted the Griffiths Report) must
sonnd the alarm and (ight for the rejection of this
far-reaching attack on the MHS, and all systems
based on the intmduction of new means-testing
and charges,
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Poll Tax

Sink the Tory
flagship!

*North and South of the border, inside and outside Farliament, nationally
and locally, our campaigning efforts have already been successful.”

Su said the Labour Party's conference
document on the poll tax. Despite the
frantic attempts to find scapegoats, it is
clear that the Govan electorate have
given the lie to this absurd claim.

Whilst councils in Scotiand are busy sending
ot £50 fines to poll tax registration relusemks,
local muthorities in England and Wales are now
sciting wp their registration and collection sys-
tems, What has been an abstract debate for many
iz now beginning to have a practical expresson.

Already we are seewmng that many Labour
authorities are refusing 1o go even as far as the
Labour Party official position. In Brighton, for
instance, the Lahour group refusced to discuss
whether to use its discretion to write off debts
which mighl arise in eighteen months time, on
the grounds that this migl be illegal.

Given that such write-offs wer: vone of the
mainstays of the Walworth Road-approved na-
tional strategy, one wonders what sort of op-
position will be [orthcoming through the official
party machine. The Local Government Informa-
tion Unit has besn ordered to stop producing
campaigning malenal

Drespite this defeatism the campaigm W stop
the poll rax is far from over, The Conferenve in
Newcastle on December 1) called by the
Socialist Conference marks nnl the end bul a
new beginning to the campaigm. We must use il
A% an opportunily to discuss a new way forward,
learning from the Scoltish experience, bringing
the campuign south of the border,

Detailed discussions will need to take place
about the tactics 1o build ‘& mass campaign o
sink the Tory Magship, This means toming fothe
labour movement, and building collective ac
tion to defeat the tax. Building the demonstra-
tion called for April by the TUC into a real mass
evenl, and planning local mitiatives for around
the same ime {when collection starts in Scol-
land dnd registration in England and Wales)
must be a key component of such a sirategy.

Al each stage of the battle it is necessary 10
operite al 3 npmber of different levels. Councils
should be urged not to comply with the tax, as
Lambeth council have recently agreed: not to
buy the computer hardware needed to collect the
tax; und to refuse to appoint stalf 1o deal with
the poll tax or to order other staff 10 hand over
information collected in the course of their ex-
isting duties in such officers.

Despite the independent obligations of

Finance Dirsctors enshrined in the law there i=
|

ne reason why councils showll encourage im-
plementation. Precisely whal powers Finance
Directors have must be lested out. At a mini-
mum councils must protect staff taking action
themselves,

Trade unionists should fghi for the boyeot
ol poats io do wiods on the pell rax, and a policy
of refusing to-do additional werk comnected with
the tax. The poll tax reaches into every comer
of council sctivity. Il 15 not just finance depan-
ments which will be affected.

From houvsing officers handing over rent ac-
count details, to mbbish collectors being asked

“Already we are
seeing that many
Labour authorities are
refusing to go even as
far as the Labour Party
official position...”

tosnoop o who is living with who, or librardans
being asked to hand over their moonts, council
workers need 1o be organised io ensure they are
not unwittingly coopersting.

Tt is quite possible o convinee either council
housing officers or workers in social seourity of-
fices, for example, that it 8 not in their interests
1o take on additional work — pot only becanse
they are likely 1 be opposcd to the fax, but be
cause they cannol cope with their existing

| workload. As lor mies of foers whose councils

will be proposing in redeploy to poll tax units,
arguing that they would be more useful o all
copcamed working, [or :.-Anrn:p!c, as houzing
benefit officers, snunds pretty convincing,

Whether it 15 college administrators or
private industry personnel officers. many other
workers will find themaclves being asked 1o
provide inflormation and help enforce the tax -
they can and should be won to boycor the work,
on civil biberty grounds if noothes.

Hut it ia vital that both these approsches are
combined with building a mass community-
hased campaign, Trade pnionists and council-
lows are muoch more likely to stand Grm i1 they
know that the community stands belund them,
and s itsell taking action,

On registration, it is necessary to find
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mechemiamd thal will allow maximum par-
ticipabion and politicisation — throngh the or-
ganisalion of ‘relum to =ender” days for ex-
ample. Through mass buming of forms, or the
collective guerying wl the guestiond heing
asked, we should use non-registration activity
Lev orgunise on estales and in specific com-
munilies, building up close networks: able to
suppoit each other. Evenil sl the end of the day
councils gel the informaolion they nesd, the
obstruction and civil disobedience, if properdy
hundled, can be un imporiant mohiliser, Jaying
the grownd work for non-payment.

‘Reckless adventurism”, ‘pluying with other
people’s lives' have been the phrases used by
the Labour leadership to atlack the dea of non-
paymentl. Despite this, some MPs and others
have been encourping the building of Com-
nittess of TG pledped not to pay Lhe poll tax.
In some hands thiz has been an allempt o
mdetrack other strategics now, and to lunif non-
payment ilself Lo a few martyrs: but as pan of
an overall strategy of defance mch Conmit-
lees can play & part. We must reject Kinnock's
view of mon-pavment; bul we can only do so il
we are able to build avollective approach which
does not leave individualy Tsolated.

The MNewcastle Conference cannol in itself
call intp being a national coordination ol poll
tax campaigns. But it must set itsell the target
of providing a framework for discussion with
other groups topull ingether such coordination.

In that way we cian pmperly pace the cam-
peign, Timing will be of the utmost importance.
We necd 1o use the issuing of poll tax demands
in Seotlnd. and the ron-payment which resulis
— whether from deliberate non-payment or in-
ahility to pay, te build the non-registration and
nopn-implementalion campaigns south of the
haorder,

Getting campaigns of[ the ground south of
the horder — where many local gmups exist in
rame only — must be used Lo give a shot in the
arm Lo the Scottish campaigns.

A speceszful conference In Newcastle will
give the movement the boost it needs in order
to combat the poll tax, vne of Thaicher's most
vicious attacks on the working class,

Crreg Tucker.

FHOTO, Wayne Edginton

¢ Lt~ !
o '.FL € -

-

Soclalism (s already off Labour's -[:anemnce agenda

W o)

Chesterfield
Keeping socialism
on the agenda

It i5 Thatcher's stated aim to remove
socialism from the map. All potential
oulposts of resistance have come under
attack: lecal government, strong
unions, progressive social policies.
Unemployment, privatisation and
redistribution of wealth from poor 1o deh by a
strengthiened state have heen accompanied by o
strong ideclogical offensive reasserting (he
values of the market, the family, patmiotism and
wndividualizm, The socialist kel has been mar-
ginalised, especially within the Labour Pariy.
But there is =till & strong socialist ourrent —
inthe panty, the unions, in NUMEeToNs ¢am padgns
and amongat sechiona of the intellipentsia, The
value of the Socialist Confercnce movensal is
that 1 draws all these different components
together, muluplying thewr strength woa way
which the Labwur lelt on its own conld not do.
Suce the June national conference of 20000
people in Chesterfield there has been a flower-
ing of local scuvity and orpanisation. Regeonal
conferences in South London and Mewcastle at-
tracted 200 people, and ope in Taunton pulled
in 104, Lurge organising mestings have been
held tn Scotland, Wales and the Morth West to
plan activities, and regional conferences are
platned for hoth the East and West Midlands
and in East Anglis.
The Socialist Conference has also begun 1o

take & lead on the key Lssues fucing the lahour |

miovement, It haz called the nativnal conlerence
againsl the Poll Tax in Mewcastle on December
1, and has been mstumental in establishing
many loval campaigns and actions aganst the
Poll Tax. It has also linked up with the
Solidarity Netwok to build support fnrworkers
in struggle, and 15 discussing & major con-
ference next anmmn on developing the left in
the trade unions,

AL least three other major conferences are
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schieduled over the next six monthe. An inter-
nutional conference on Gorbachev and the
BEuropeon left in April will debute the palicy is-
sues aiaed by the impact of Gorbachevism on
both east und west Europe, A conlerence op
democratic rights iz also belng urganised 1o
brmg together those in the biack and Irish com-
munities with civil libertarfans, trade unipnists
and lesbiang and gay activists: the aim is to dis-
ctigs a charer on democratic rghts A luriber
greenand soecialist conference is also planned.

At the same lime as taking the lnitistive on
these campaigning issues, the Socialist con-
ference 15 al=o linking up with the Campaign
group of Labour MPs, with its 'Cempaign [or
Socialism’ specifically gearsd to providing a
left alternative to the official Labour policy
rEVIEw.

There will be a series of public meetings
around the country stressing key socialisl
policies such as public ownership and
umlateralism. Unlike the official policy revisw,
these will be aimed ar involving trade miionists,
wimnen and black organisations in a real discus-
slon.

On tap of this there are plans for a series of
Socialist Conference pamphleta to combat the
ntfivial pew realist dnvel in the glossy 'Wal-
waorth Rowd productions,

The hand left in the Labour Parly has been
o the defensive for the past {ew years as Kin-
nick has succeeded in driving the party to the
ripht. The Socialist Conference provides a valu-
able vpportunity to link the best forces of the
labour left — the Campalpn group, Black Sec-
Liony, Lobour Briefing and independent forces
— tor thuse socialists outside the parmy who e
active in their unions, campaigns and struggles,
Arsuch, it conld play a key role in projecting a
serions socialist altermative into the 199,

Davy fones
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Whose block vote is it
anyway?

“We are nol going to get rid of the
block vote and leave ourselves at the
mercy of the constituencies’, said
one unoamed ‘senior member of
Labowur's shadow cabinet”, gquoted
in The Independent recently,

In thiz simple and honest stolement, he
{ndds on it was & he) surnmed up the very
complex consitutional problem facing
Labour's leaders. They desperately want
to mespond Lo media pressure by doing
away with the influence not only of the left
in the party's policy making procedures,
but with the trade unions' key role too, So
far they have managed to marginalise the
left, only with the relisble sssistance of
trade union top brass delivering the re-
guired votes at conference, Party managers
know that they can’t remove those votes
without leaving more: space for the much
less peliable — as they arc presently or-
ganised - constitvency Labour Party
(CLP) votes.

Bt the pressure s mounting: Hardly o
week poes by without another leading Labour
‘thinker’ {in the New Statesmuan mould}) or
*doer” (MPs and trade union leaders) rushing to
pin their =ail to the mast of constitutional
reform, Most recently Robin Cook, Neil Kin-
nock, Bryan Gould, Michael Meacher, John
Edmonds, Gavin Laird as well a5 Ron Todd and
Tony Benn have all come sut in favour of chan-
gesin principle, thongh with different formula-
tions up for discussion. The media have already
been at it for months, with political commen-
tators surely caucusing to produce a remardab
Iy comsistent shopping list for Heir required
Labour Party sell-outs on unlateralizn and the
trade nnions,

Since October's Labour Pany Confercnce
the debate has gained momentum. With the
leadership of the Transport and Gencral
Workers Union {TGWLU ) looking like il might
have mind of ils own by tpposing Kinnock on
some questions, a attempt o weaken the mwade
wnion link is now being billed as o prereguisite
for Lahour's electahility, strengthening the
Teader's authanty over conference. Although
histoncally, of course, supporting the leader at
conference has genemlly been what the trude
unions have been best at.

The pardy’s constilution gives the trade
uniong their present voting strength of over
ninety per cenl al conference. It has sprvived
virtually intoct sinceits adoption at the first full
Labour Party conference in 1918, The deal,
drawn up hy leading Fahian Sidney Webh,
fobbed off the sncialiste with the never-ro-be-
implemented Clawse Pour and gave the much
maore conservalive trade oniona the control-
ling votes.

PHOTO: Wayne Edginton
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John Edmonds: In favour of smaller block vore

Az more unions have alfiliated (o the Labour
Pasty over the years, their shure of the voles on
its policy making bodies, and particularly con-
{erence, has increased correspondingly.

By 1933 the trade unions and affiliated or
ganisationg held between them over g2 percent
of conference votes; by 1945 84 per cent, rising
to 84 per cent by 1956, The present strengih of
the hlock vole 15 now around 91 per cenr of all
the voles cast al conference, Thiz block voie is
calenlated on the bazis of the affiliation fee paid
by the nnions — it is “boaght’, ratherthan related
to the acroal number of affiliated members in
each nnion.

The trade unions also effectively elect 20 of
the 29 National Execuotive Comminee (NEC)
places, and have a 40 per cent share of the elec-
wral college Ior the election of the pary’s
leader and deputy Teader. Between 60 and 70

| percent of the party s mlls are paid by the trade

(TGN
5o the unions” affiliations bring two impor-
tanl retums for Labour's leaders, They meet

| much of the party’s unning eostz and they also

make sure thet decizinns raken at confercnce
twhich is still, ln theory, the party’s sovereign
body), are effectively in the hands of lour or
[ive univn genersl secretanes:

Trade wnion delegations to Labour Party
coniferences are top heavy and largely un-
demowratic. Most are compozed of a combina-
tion of unelected and therefore largely wnac-
countable paid full-ime officials, and elected
{"luy "} execulive committes members and
usually reginnal and sometimes minority repre
sentatives ton, However, these “lay’ individoals
may, in some unions {like the GMB general
union) themselves in fact be full-time paid of-

Mcers of the umion who have stond for
these pomlions against lay memboers,
Delegations to Labour Party Confersnues
mnst follow their own unlonconferences’
policies which are never, of course, total.
Iy controllable, and some imporiant vic-
lones have been won here which have
then been camed through inio Labour
Party policy moking, They may not al-
ways be strictly observed, but when
they're blatantly breached, the membe:-
ship may have some come-back. But, &l
the same time onion general secretanies
can also usually hold sway on controver-
sial decisions (which might be defined as
those they haven't managed to stitch up
beforehand), fulfilling their role of con-
triling and containing their members'
views and activities rather than tepre-
renting them,

It goes without saying that despite all
this there have been occasions when the
block yole has been cast to the left's ad-
vantage — notably this year in this
nilateralism debate. Bul in the vast majonty of
cases it is use simply to put abrake oo anything
l=fi of the leadership — or even just & bit adven-
turous or unknown. Even if the unions don’l
follow the Labour leader’s line every time,
they e prefemed by pany fixers as much more
refiable parmers for coxy deals, as against leav-
ing decision-making to delegates and votes
among the ordinary members of the trade
unions and the Labour Party

The cument arangements ure clesrly un-
democratic. This lias led o a situation where
not only are trade wnion members ellfectively
disenfranchised and prevented from having any
real influence over Labour Party policy becanze
of the way their vole is cast, but al the zame
stroke, party members are carved oul loo. CLPs
are basically irelevant to natlonal Labour Party
policy-makang, and they know it

The case for allowing consliluencies o loke
a fairer proportion of votes at conference has
been raised in the past by the left in the pary
(prominently bn recenl years by the Campaign
for Labour Party Democracy) and lrom dme o
time the mome progressive union leadershop
hive been pushed into responding to these
demands. So far though, most inttintives in that
direction have met what 133 commoi fate in the
Labour Party. They have been swallowed up in
a swimp of burearcratic mismanagement and
manocuvnng.

The issue was first ralsed in recent years al
the 1979 conference. Consultation followed
with decimion in principle by the NEC in 1983,
tn redress some of the balance in favour of
CLPs. This was followed by more consaltation
from which finally emerged the *Kitson
Proposals’. Underthe outline drawn up by Alex
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Kitzon, then depuly
general secretary of the
TGWL! and an NEC mem-
ber, CLPs would have had
about a 20 per cent shiare of
the conference vore,
Despite receiving wide
support from the con-
stimencies as & usefol (if
limited) frst step forwand,
hiz report was shelved snd
never wenl lo conlerence.

A subsequentintialive, o
‘Balance of Voies Work-
ing Party’ set up from the
1986 Labour Paty Con-
forence, mel an even worse
fate. It was wound up after
nnly one sbortive mesting.

Despite organised left
pressare from within the
consimencies toestablish a
fairer system, it's not
surprising that progress has been slow in com-
ing
But clearly the new interest in reform ex-
pressed by the people who really count ander
the present system {thal is, those who have the
voites already) Has got little to do with *justice’
or democracy.,

The rght have got their own, diffcrent,
reasonz for their sudden copcermn wath oon-
ference voting. Whatever proposels (if any ) are
brought forward under their recently an-
nounced enguimies nto the extension of one-
member-one-vote and the reduction of the
Block vote, the are unlikely to resalt in handing
over decision making power to the mnk and
file

Because at the heart of what they're up to s
this parallel concem with one-member-one-
vote, Initial proposals which wenr throngh this
yeur' party conference add up to a charter- not
for members' fghts — but for total control by
the leadership over a passive, iIf massive, mem-
bemhip. Kinnock and more explicitly, dight-
wing GMB Ieader John Edmeonils, wint Lo lrude
off & reduced block vole {varioosly, 40, 50 o
&0 per cent), if individual membership can be
ingreased from the present 300, (0K} or =0 to their
{unlikely} one million target, At the same time
they'd like direct access through compulenssd
reconds tn those members. Member whoss par-
ticipetion in the party will, they hope, wither to
just GiHing in ballot forms (on as many oppor-
tunities, presnmably, az the party can afford),
rather than participating in building the pany
end policy-making.

That way conference can be kept aafe, be-
canse il ilisTelt wath any role at all, it will still
be min from the top down. Such a move would
alzo have two other advantages. Fus, it will
enswer recent media criticisms ( the evermedia-
sepsitive party managers don't seem to have
twigged yer that thers will always be more!)
Secondly, it will leave wide open the pasty’s
options for fumre deals with the SLD/SDP
{who have always paradsd the block-voting
system and more generally the trade nnion link
s their sticking prant ). Failing this (the *mass’
membershiphlock vote trde of 1), moves wall
be made anyway to reduce the role of con

PHOTO: Wayne Edginton
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ference fo s media event — and proposals are al-
meady bemg consdered by the Conference
Procedures Committes,

S0 it's no great coineidence thar at the same
time ther are pow renewed calls recently from
the New Statesman, and Ben Pimilott's navseat
ingly mis-named *Samizdat® project, for nniry
{deals) vnder the banner of “non-Tory
citizenship’. And a founder member of the
SDF, wrting in the press recently, explicitly
cited trade uninmism, unilateralism and Clanse
Four as Lthe ohstacles in such a pact.

With & conference which ir potentially even
mare tame than under the present system, reck-
on the party fixers, “wapopular’ policies like
nnilateralism and Clanse Four will be all the
easier to ditch,

So the moves are aimed not just at the pary's
top strochures. They go throngh policy. dght to
itz roots, Under attack is the Lok — which, al-
thovgh it may be imperfect, obused and
mizused under the present system — ties the
Labour Party to the working class. Thisis a fun-
damental (eature of the Brtish Labour Parly
which sets it apart from purely bourgeois par-
Lies.

It is the hink too, that the left should be
vigilanl in defending. Removing the <lass
based structures of the pamy will make it all the
easier lo memove what class-hased polities it
Lz,

Such a defence nesd nul miply a rejecton of
any meves to morease CLPs voling strengths
in the party structores, There are a number of
poamihle forumlations onder discuszion on the
left already, incloding & S0/50 split, an electaral
college-lype division, and ‘proportional repre-
sentatlon” of minonty positons in casting of
bl votes.

All these options deservé serious anention,
and the lefl more than anyone, should he dis-
cuzsuie the allemab ves and prepaning to come
up with sorue specifics, [tmust be ready (o cam-
padon hard for them too.

But it can’t stop thers,

Regular readers of Socialisr Quilonk wall
know thal recent discussion in these pages his
highlighted the need for socialists io tackle the

| block vole problem — and that of union
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democracy and politicz — more fundamentally
That ig, from the boltom up. Because ar the
same time as we will be arguing for more votes
for CLFs and defending the party” link with the
unions against the righl’s aftacks, we must be
conscions of te nrpent need Lo democmatise the
block vote.

It's an easy demand 1o raise, but it needs
sume detniled atiention Lo &ddress it serously.

To the right wing, it mean simply the ‘nights’
of menibers not 1o attend mestings (yes, cally,
this is polnt one of pan generul secrelary Lamy
Whitty's “member’s charter’), and (o be asked
to [ill in o form every so often. The press is al-
reacly demanding that “Mr Kinnock should in-
dicate that he doesnotintend Lo pay the slightest
attention to fulare conference docisions. ..
reached as a result of hlnck votes being cast
without sdegunte prorconsultation” {ic ballot-
1),

But with & vision of a more genninely
socialist Labour Movement, the goestion of
union demoeracy must be appmached from the
starting point of the necd te build a partdcipatory
and genuinely representative movement, with
1tz sights setcleardy o the interests of the work-
ing class

Tlas, of cowrse, raises many Afficull ques-
tionz: Like liow can membership pamicipation
he incrcancd? What realistic measures can he
taken tn enahle membera o make sure their
voces are heand, their decisions count and car-
ried oul? How can the interests of minorities
best be safeguarded, promoted evenT How do
you fight the fendency fors buresucmtic layer
to develop, and at all levels of vrganisation?

A= with all dilficull guestions. there are oo
easy answers But the expenence in some
unions {of building shop stewards” committees,
of the growing pressures repreésentation of
regional and minonty interests) should be oar
starting pont, and are u=stul building block= for
developing our strategies.

And of course an organised left at all levels
of the movement wall be an ahsolute premeg-
uisite for building and developing that
democracy.

Jane Welly
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The soft
left’s
dilemma

BEN JONES measures up the political elbow-room
available for soft left critics of Kinnock's Labour
leadership, and finds barely enough space to swing a

cal.

Tn their different ways, the Ron Todd’s
speech at the Tribune rally in Blackpool,
Tribune's own ‘Hard Laboor® con-
fFerence, and Peter Hain's call for a new
soft left organisation all highlighi 5
growing disquiet on the soft left with the
Kinnock-Hattersley leadership.

Unflortunately, these crilicisms ars ragsed in
the context of support for the existing leader-
ship: yet the soft lef are up against the problem
that it is impossible tn meke any criticisms nf
the leadership without the Walworth Road
whispering machine lahelling you an unaceep-
tahle oppositiondst,

The media dwelt extenmively on Todd's
defence of unilateral nuclear disarmament and
common ownership, and highliglted his mther
weak crticisms of the policy review, tegether
with hir quotable views on people with “sharp
snits and conlless telephones, clipboarls and
scientific samples'.

What the media studiously ignoned
were Todd s efforts to distance himself
from the hard left He was seathing
about ‘the noatalgics who look back Lo
a misty past’, and lzaned over back-
wards to soft pedal his attack on the
Aims and Valuezs document, allowing
that *it"s not easy 1o define sovialism in
o small pamphlet’,

What happened to Todd illustrates 5
the dilemma of the sofi left. All his sup-
port for Kinnock counted for nothing; §
MPs quened op to voice theirattacks on g
tiirm 1o any relevimion canera of reporier
prepared to listen. Labelled a ;
‘dinos=anr’, and with his speech wriler e
hounded out of Blackpool, Todd 5
received what the NUM's Billy £
Etherington called ‘the Anhur Scangll
treatment’

The leadership's atitude to Todd
proved beyond doubt that for this leadership
there iz no such thing as a loyal critic: you are
either a Kinnockite or an opponent.

The Tribune *Hard Labour’ conference oe-
curred in the wake of Todd's speech, and was
airmed at those who f2el “tom organisadonally
berween the purty s right and the sectarian lefl”.
Well: publicised at Labour conference, graced
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and exrensively trmled
in the press the week o
beforehand, it was
hilled as a major event
wilh up o 500 people expected.

This was when Peter Hain launched his ap-
peal fur a pew soft left organisation, slamming
the Tribune group of MPs as Kinnock's
*payroll vote’, However, like Todd, Hain was
careful also to attack the hard leil, sccusing the
Campalpn Group of offenng Tittle more than
‘clopans’ and "aftacks on the leadership’,

There is even a precedent for the kind of
realignment Hain was advocanng: in Suotland,
parts ol the Labour Coordinating Commiltee
{LCC) have brolen nway over the isaue of -
payment of poll tax to form Scorrrh Labour Ac-
tion.

However the 1ribune conference proved n

HOTO:

Heffer: holding back new realism

| flop. Only 150 mmed up on the lirst day, show-
ing any soft left momentum from the Todd
speech biad been losh among those present there
was little enthusiasm for the Hain proposals,
The exlent of Hain's isnlation surprised even
those such ar Labouwr Brieftng who had commect-
ly argued that there was hude space for
manouevre betwesn the Kinnock leadership

Roy Hatiersley: the choice Is for him, or against

and thosc on the hard el such as the Campaign
Group, Campaign 39 and the Socialist Con-
femnce.

Hain’s hope of soft left realipnment bas
failed. Ther 15 gomg (o be no eguivalent in
England of Scoltish Labour Action.

Imwically the LCC has a more coherem
stralegy than Hain: they have né intention of
breaking or even lnoseming their Lies to Kin-
nock. Instead they wsed Todd's speech as 2
prefext to Jaunch their attack on Labour’s links
with the unions, and advecating forher wiatsr-
ing down of membership participation in the
CLPs through Introducing one member ope
viote,

A the Tribune conference Labowr Brisfing
argued that any realipnment must be aceom-
panied by adecision to oppoese all further witch
hunts. On tus basis. Briefing welcomed the
move nway from Kinnock, and advocated joint
campaigas in defence of unilareralism and com-
minn cwnership.

Kevin Davey of the Socialist Society
adopted a similar theme, encouraging wider
participation in the Chesterfield process from
which the sofi left have excloded themselves
rather than been excluded.

Seeraiine Ouilook shares the view put by
Brigfing dand Kevin Davey; bul we would new
gofurther. Inscleartha there will be no sepons
realignments on the soft left for the foresceable
fulume.

In vur view thers is no way vou can defend
unilaterahism and common ownership withouw
breaking from Kinnock: individuals whn try
will simply be atracked as oppositionists. While
the Sociallst Conference may yel be ahleio wel-
come a few refugees from the rolt lely, its most
impartant task will be working alongside those
fighring hack against the Thatcher offensive.

Fortunately the Benn-Heffes campaign and
the Socialist Conlerence movemeant have kept
socialism on the Labour party agends Soceelis!
Cutlookwill continue covenng the debates that
develop.
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Labours’ disappearing

youth

This year's Labour Party conference made constitutional changes which alter the party's youth structures
beyond recognition. DAVID SHEPHERD asks: whatever happened to the Labour Party Young Socialists?

‘Let’s bomb Russia," quipped Kenny
Everett during the only national youth
event of the 1983 general election cam-
paign: a reactionary jamboree or-
ganised by the Young Conservatives. In
that election more young penple, in the
18 -24 agegroop, voted Tory or Alliance
than voted Labour — an historic low-
point in Labour's electoral forfunes
amongst young pepple, After 1983 the
iask of reversing the disastrovsly low
youth vote for Labour was seen as a
priority by the party leadership.

By 1986 Meil Kinnock had been seenin a
pop video with Tracy Ullman (remember her?)
and Red Wadge was tourdng the country, taking
poppy, populist pro-Labour propuagenda to the
natisn s youtl, Labour had started 1o *lislen’ tn
young peaple — or, at least to Hose who wers
listening to Billy Bragp and Paul Weller.

But, alongside the agitpop and PR, inotber
priwess was ininated by the pasty leadership in
1986 a ‘consultatimn’ of all scotions of the
party on the subpect of the party’s youth or
BONIRRETON,

Was there & Sonnecilion betwieen the parry's
poor glecioml pcrfnmla,un:e ATOnEsL young
penple wnd s youth stmictuees? The conven-
tiomal wisdom amongst the Kinnockites was
that, yes.an organisational restrictuslng was a
prerequisite to reganing the youth vote. And ar
the hizart of the organisational problem (as of a0
many prihlems according to the world-view of
the zoff lefl) wos the supposedly pemicious role

of the Militant tendency — the leading force in
the LPYS since 1970

In the words of Tom Sawyer, NUPE deputy
general secretary and chair of the pariy ration-
al executive’s youth commiitee, *The prescot
siyle end approach of the Y5, allied 1o com-
placency in the party as a whole, has mean) that
we have fumed oll lerge numbers of young
people.” Generously, Sawyerpointed out in this
1986 Charrnst article, “The hlame forthe party’s
wnability to caplurs the youth vote cannol be
placed solely with the YS." (Emphiasis added )
i The implication, of conrse, i¢ that il can lake
ot of the blame?) 5o what was the problem
with the LPYS? Here 15 Sawyer agai, *We all
know that the LPYS is dominated by the
Miliant iendency.” Case proven.

It is barely credible that thess psople
believed, inall honesty, that the activities of the
LPYS (T(WM-swrong in 1983, according (o
generous estimates, and without a single purty
political broadeast, television interview areven
major newspaper article to tacredit } influenced
negatively the voling intentions of hundreds of
thousands of young voiers. Surely the generl
presentation of Labour's policies by the pary
leadership during the campaim had more of an
effect? Mevertheless, such was the “common
sensg’ upon which rthe “consultstion” was
based,

In 1987 thers was an improvement in
Labour's youth vote: a marginal increase
amongst young menand an | | pereent increase
atncnpsl young women. According to Sawyer's
logic this increwse should propedy be atteibuted

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK no 11 December 1988/ lanuary 1989

to the LPYS! Op perhaps il wis due 1o the fact
that yuung people were aware of the ungaing
reotgarisation of Labonr’s yooth structumes? 4
serous analyms of voting trends reveals, of
course, & much more complicated web of
canses and effecis. But what of the results of the
‘conswtation’?

Conveniently enough, given the general
wilch-hunting policy ol the Kinnuck leader-
slip, bushing the Militantin the LPYS eme rged
a5 a key way of winning back the youth vote.
Conveniently also, given the leadership's at-
lemprs fo creale s more centralised, top-down
party, national executive control of the parly’s
youth eampaigming emerged as o key way of
making the party more ‘mlevent’ 1o young
people.

Labour's 1987 conference endorsed the ax
tehlishment of 2 National Youth Campaigns
Committee (NYCC) and provision for the set-
ling up of reglonal youth campaigns comumi-
lees. Membership of the commiltes wasiocom-
prise represeniatives of the LPYS, the Mational
Orpanisation of Labour Students (NOLS),
vouth tende wiien representatives, Red Wedge
and the chair of the national executive’s youth
commitles.

To all mlents ind purposes this commilles
was 1o bevome the leadership of the party’s
youth campaipning work, under the direct s
pervision of the party’s national executive,
From being the party youth organisation, the
LPYS was reduced to the status ol a participant
i the NYCL,

Any doubt as to whether the reorganiration
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waus mn attempt 1o sinash e
LPYS was shattersd by
nther agreed proposals and
actionss, All regional LPYS
youth committecs were
abolished! the LPYS age-
limit was redoced from 26
to “23vd Wrthday® (that s,
22); the LPYS paper
Socialist Yourh was effec-
tively abolished and it was
decided that the youth ep-
resentative on the nationil
execotive would be elected
not hy LPYS conference
but by a “wider franchise’
whose exact dimensgions
were left deliberately
Vg

Anannual “broad” youth
cvonference would be con
vened, involving the
grivaps repressnted on the
MY CC, at which the youth
represenlative would be
clested by ‘elecloral
college’. A review al LPYS
miles was commissioned,
with the aim of bnnging
proposals for constitutional
chinge, in line with the new
structures, tothe 1988 parry
confercnce.

Soon afterwards the
198 LI"Y Sconference was
cancelled by the national
executive: for the first lime
for many years no LPYS
conference tonk place.

Such an assault on the
party s youth arganiration
i not without histnncal
precedent. ln 1936 a right
wing l.ahour {eadership
moved agamst the left wing Labour League of
Youth, closing down the Natonal Youth Ad-
visory Committee and the youth paper New Na-
tipn and reducing the age-limit to 21, Again in
[ 245 the League of ¥ outh was digbanded, with
the abolition of all national and regional stoc-
tures, Predictably enough, Labour’s youth
movements have tended to come in for attack
m times of right wing ascendancy within the
party —and have bounced back when the leftas
a whole has been on the offensive.

PHOTO: Wayne Edginton

This year's pardy conference brought the
coment chapter of the chequersd history of
Lahour’s youth movements to a close, Con-
stitutional changes which destroy the LPYS as
the national youth wing of Labour were carried
on the leadership’s recommendation.

The administration of the LPYS itself is oo
longer the job of the LPY S national commiltes,
whise function isnow to “advise’ the nationel
execculive on such matters. Standing orders
governing the proceedings of LPYS national
conference are now subject 1o approval by the
natinnal executive.

Even the nzle which allpwed the LPY S to or-
genise ‘summer schools, ralliey and politcal
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Appealing to youth? Bryan Gould, the new face of the party

therr (atlure in huild the
LPYS intoy anything like
the mass movement i had
the polential o become
{especially In the early
1980=). Such views are
completely misplaced
Consider the Lahour Party
Wil $ orpranisition

Eor many years the
women’ s confercnos was o
pillar of the lefl, pusing
socialist policy positions
on & range of meses. [Lwas
nob Mdrtant-led — and yed 1t
was nol spared the Kin-
nockite sleanrolier in the
form of & reorganization
desimed w muarginalise e
left and reimpose central
conteol, Tt is clear thar the
party leadership would
have moved, similarly,
pgaingt any Lo of (=0
leadership in the LI'YS -
snd the doty of ail pon-
cipled socinlistz should
have been unconditional
defenee of the LPYS
poainst buresncratic infer-
lerence

There is another parallel
with the experlence ul the
WOoMen' s organisaiion,
Sectiona.of the left, includ
g Miliranr, Sovialist Ac-
tron and  Secialise O
gamaer, took. the view that
il was appropnale (n par-
ticipate ln the “consuli-
ation’ process wiich bed to
the destruction of the
LPYS as Labour's youth
inowement, st as Sociafi o
Acton argued, amongsl

activities’ has been med! (One wonders just | others, for participation in the ‘review’ of the

what is the LPYS now allowed to organise?)
The quomm for LPYS branch mestings has
besn raised from five to six for branches with
less than 25 members and to eight per cent for
larger brmnches; the minimum number of mem-
bers required to set up a branch has been
doubled from five 1o ton and a nomber of other
mle changes in relation to branch functioning
have the effect of putting branches very much
ol thee memcy of constileency Labour parties and
repional officials.

The role of the NYCC amnd the “pational
youth conflerence” have heen codified mn the
new rules, ltisclear that this *broad” confercnee
14 1o have nia policy-making function: its tole is
L “prganize workshops, debates, discussions,
exhibirions, meetings and events of a polincal,
culiral and sporting nature"_ The view isclear-
Iy that youth in Kinnock™s new model Labour
Party are to be seen and not heard — especially
on qucsticdis of polcy.

There are somé on the left who have argued
that the Miltrant leadership of the LPYS have
brouglit all of this upon themselves becanse of
their undoubted secianan propagandism and

wiomien's organisation. Thiz was wrong, It was
afso unprincipled. From heginming 1o end the
‘consullalion” was an exeroise in witch bt
mng: parficipation by the left gave it legtomacy
which it did not deserve. So what of the [ulure
for Lahour’s youth?

Dresgpite the dilficulties which they will face;
young socialisls should continue to paricipate
actively in the new youth stractures of the party
— ul every level. The demand fora real youth
miwvement —with it own shruchires, campaigns
and policy-making proceedures. — remains
valid, and will be taken up increasingly in the
futnre, especially when the left regains the in
itative in the party, Meanwhile the task of
regaining the youth vole for Labour 15-far tno
impormant to be lefi to the desd hund of the party
lemlership. Il involyves developing and fghting
lor =ocialist policies which really address the
predicament of young people in Thatcher’s
Britain — and it must be done in the teeth of op-
position from & party leadership which has
shown itself to be more intent on silendcing crit-
cal youthful voices than winining youth hack to
Laboar,
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Union of
Communication
Workers

Tuffin
holds back
the tears
but fails to
stem the
tide

By a happy coincidence the Union of
Communication Workers' (UCW) rules
revision conference took place only a
couple of weeks affer one boat of in-
dusirial action, in the middle of a half-
baked campaign {against crown office
closures) and a series of one-day strikes
by clerical and counter staff.

Bearing i mind how solid the action over
the Difficull Recmitment Ares Supplement
(DDEAS] had been — the national stoke spread
around the conntry horizeatally through branch
mction, with ondy the reirospective sndoniement

i T I i : | ol
uf e LICW 2 executive —and given the infense | atart bt itin Fikely tobe only.a maker of weeks

anger felt against peneral secretary Adan Tuf-
fin, he got of T pretty Tightly

The anticipated public hanging did o ke
plece, but Tuffin did lose voles on preventing
bi-gnnoal efections o branch and executive
level. and seeking to cut the amount of money
refunded 1o bravches from the UCW's nation-
al office,

Atthe close of the conference camie two very
significant speeches. Les Hewitt annomnced
that talks with the Post Office over DRAS had
broken down - apparently irreversibly. Tuffin,
hiterally choking back the tears, angrily com-
plained about the * Thatchensm” of the Post Of
fice Board, and congratulated him==1l and the
executive for their previous moderstion. He
then announced that he, and they, were
prepared o lead the next fight!

This will lake place sooner rather than later,
Both the govermnment and the Post Ciffice want
to impose wpitial pay seltlements, becanse
while in Glasgow there are five hundred people
on the witting list for casual and temporary johs
ax postal workers, virtually every office in the
south =ast has vacancy levels of berween ten
and fifteen per cent for full-rime jobs,

Although the Post (ffice management was
as surpnised a5 everyone else by how guickly
the last strike spread, il is already provoking
workers by limiting overtime for Christmas

HOTO: Wayna Edginton
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working — wedittenally the roucheest subject in
the industry, It 15 not possible to predict when
ity the nexl emption wall be or how it will

oo ol

Thie tole of hranch organisation proved cm
cial in the strdke, The national leadership found
itzelf reacting ro inetiatives fiorn branches and
districts, and fatled o build o tead the sinke 1-
self, Credit must go to excellent local leader-
ships, parboularly n Cardiff and Liverpooal,
Larys brunches such as Manchester sehiich have
their own olTice premizes were able o lend
prictical buppor tosmaller branche s i ootly-
ing areas, despite the vacillabion of tocal feader-
ships oo the eventuw] deal

Thene 1s a besson in this: the cxsting district

cowncl siructore of the TOW was inareas like |

South Wales supplemented by organization
which develnped to midrror that of thié Post
(MTice"sowm letter termitones;

Huwsver the role of the broad left in e
sirike was barsly perceptible. The UTCW broad
lefl, asis o ollen the case, 15 almost complete-
Iy duminated by soppores of Milizme o
mch sothat they wsed their numbers to prevent
the election of Sockalist Workers Pary sup-
porers onto the broad defi's national steering
committes, Nevertheless thie broid left is the
owly proup in the union which Is capable of or-
paniging members on a natiopal level on a
perspective of class siruggle

It goes without saying that all left wingersin
the UCW shonld join the broad lefr. That is one
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Alan Tuffin (left) with right wing Engineers’ leader Bili Jordan

way of overcoming its prezent palitical
problems, itz lack of national profile snd itz low
level ol wetvity. Tt s centalnly nowlwse near
representing anational altemative tathe present
ang hundred per cent Kinnockite executive
cotneils yet thot 18 what, if more effective, a
hroad lefi should aim o be.

IT the hroad left is (o break out of its sala-
tian it will hove to find a way of tuming Lo the
developments on the ground which we have al-
reamly referred o, This wonid offer the pos
sibility ol prowading a lead toten= of thousands,
rattier than pockets apnd handfols of postal
wiorkers. However if part performance 15 any-
thing to go by, the prospects are not encoukig-
g,

The failings of the broad el so far showld
nol leave uk ko pessimistic about the firure, In
an industry where muny thousands of wokers
were slill in pnmary school when Thatcher wag,
elected, the runk and file is, though unevenly in
places; aggressive and confident after i« first
expericnce of an undefeated national strike.

Recent elections in branches heve seen lefr
wingers elected or re-elecled with their
authoriry enhanced. The Tuffin leadership
knows that after the debacle on the shorter
wotking week and the shoddy DRAS sehle-
ment. they will have Lo give a good sccount of
themselves in the next fight — unless they wunt
to nsk Anding themsclves out in the cold
delivenng letters again!

Rilly Carron
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An action
charter for
education

The ‘Education Charter’, produced by
the Socialist Teachers Alliance,
provides a detailed framework for an al-
ternative policy on education. The STA
wants o develop a discussion in par-
ticular with Black Sections, who have al-
ready produced their ‘Black Agenda’
The charter outlines a comprehensive
response to the current onslaught on
schooling and deals with issoes such as

the aims and defence of education and |

the curriculum. Since every aspect of
teachers” work is being changed sys-
tematically by the Tories, it is essential
to have a plan that develops alternative
policies while defending good existing
provision,

‘Standards and excecllence’ have heen
watchwords of ight wing 1denlogues who have
scught to make them solely their concem. In the
id- 1970 5, Rhodes Boyron, then headteacher
of an ILEA =chool, wrole that a national cur-
rrculum and parental choics were the only ways

were proposals wmed al breaking the hold of
Labour controlled education authornties.

Ray Honeyford, ex-headteacher of a Brad-
ford sehool, backed by right-wing theorists like
Eoger Scruton, have gone further, They started
to elaborate the dea that anti-racists and multi
cthnic education has prevented schools from
being shle to tmnsmit ‘national values' and
‘Englishness’

The Tory sitacks, abeited by the massmedi,
on Brent, Dewsbury, Beadford and Harringey
have had the poal of re-writing the political
agenda for education. Schools are to promote a
‘pational identity’. The needs and demands of
black people are no longer to play a part. One
of the newly inreried wims of history leaching
is Lo develop a ‘shared sense ol Bniish
hertags’.

The most fuvourable context for developing
support for socialist educational policics is ac-
tion in delence of the real concems of working
class parents, school students and teachers. The
charter has a clear position on the defence of
positive action, a broad curticulum, unsireamed
teaching, opting out and cuts in spending and
services. We have already seen how the media
has been vsed to atlack anti-racist and anti-
sexist prictice in schoals like Islington's High-
hury Quadrant, where holding an assembly o
celehrate Melson Mandela®s birthdey has be-
come and excuse for the Inner London Educs
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' | existence in many ;_"?_
of making schools more sccountable. These |

rien Aothority
(ILEA) and the
Department of
Education and
Science |DES) (o
have full inspec-
tiom af the school.
The press has
stirred up hatred
for anti-racist
teaching and the
teacher who or-
ganized the as-
sembly has sal-
fered extreme
abusze,

Belief in the
imporiance af the
curriculum  is
another
funadamental part
of the charter. Ir i=
based on good
practice already in =

Adam Hiﬁnn.‘ﬂaﬂu:

8]

primary schools L A
and pome secon-
dery achonls that
concentrate on actvity hased enguiry, It views
the whole community, nol just white in-
dustnalistz sz a mesnurce. The charer em-
pharses the importance of an intematinnaliat
cumiculum, developing positive policies tha
challenge racism, scxism and hetermsexism.

It iz in the organisation of schools that we are
going o see somie of the neajor effects of the
Taory plans for educanon, In Wandswanh, the
council has already expressed their intention tn
dismantle the unified education kyatem in the
borough. They would like 1o dee grammaor
schools for middle class areas and secondary
modem set-ups for the working olass aeas,
They are also in favour of an Aunerican type
system where children advance a year or more
when they pass their testr. Soon we coald have
eleven year olds, stifl i their il year of
schonling hecause their reading was pot gond
envugh. The chatter ealls for support for &
single umified systern of fully comprehensive
schenls, under local democratic control. I alao
asks [or 8 commitment o resourcing, o order
toincrease educational opportunities avallable
to working-class stodents,

Education must not be seen as the sole con
cem of teachers, but of many other workers, w-

; cluding those in educstion. The chaster should

Tories wani schools to promote a {while) ‘national identity”

be adopted by trade union branches and rades
ot

It can be a real too! for campaigning to em-
phasize the new powers of goveming bodies.
They ton shonld be urged to adopl the charler
Activists who are delegated ro be governoes by
their ward shonld radse this, Inoorder (o seta real
altiemative agenda we shall nesd & sustained
eampaign to have these propusals sdopled by
as many labour niovement bodies as possilile.
This would open wp adebate on the issues and
hegin to offer an altemative education policy
within the Labour Party, going beyond shadow
piinister Juck Straw’s hollow words ahout
standards.

The Tory anacks would have besn hlunted
were It not for the failure of the national Labour
Farty to defend what has already been
developed in education and to arficnlate an al-
temative programme, The most we have heard
fromy Jack Straw is that he, like Baker, is in
[avour of paticnsl testing and ‘exccllence’
That is why it 1= viral that the left put forward
an aktemative: the chater can lay the basis for
that task,

For further details and copies of the charter
contact: Mamin Allen, STA Convenor, 28
Greenhill Pask, London NW 0.

Eleanor Schooling and Bonnfe Held
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Mexico Cily has a shortage of milfions of homeas

Mexico in turmoil

As the political and economic crisis unfolds in Latin
America, eyes have been turned to the sharpened situation
In Mexico, one of the mosl industrialised, and one of the 'blg
three’ in terms of debls to western banks.

The crisis ofthe ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party {PR1)
has been intensified following the recent generai election, In
which the PRI resorted to blatant ballot-rigging to deteat a
breakaway bourgeois candidate,

The radicalisalion has also opened the door for rapid growth
of the Mexican Revolutionary Workers Party (PRT), which is
now one of the largest organisations of the trotskyist Fourth
International. Te find out the PRT's analysis of the situation,
THERESA CONWAY from Secialist Outlook spoke to a lead-
ing PRT member, HEATHER DASHNER.

Can you say something gbeur ihe
ECERONET ST i e countyv?

Oiver the fast six yearswhat nsed ro
b chrwsme unemployment and under

employment, chamctenstic of an un-
derdeveloped country, has increased
ennrmously hecanse of the policies
the government has introduced to try
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and deal with the econontic criss
Wapges, which muce accounted Tor 42
per cent of Gross Malional pmduc
have been cul back toonly 27 percent,
and there has begn an enarmous con-
centration and centralisation of capl
tal. People who were already living on
whal would he conmdered poverty
fevel i a developed comtry are now
ai the level of serions malouintion.

In Mexico, one of the most -
dizztrialised countries in the sub-gon-
tment, govenmument lnvesiment in
health and education has gone down
to 17th and 25th place in Latin
America. This is bevause of the
government s ‘modemisation polcy,
whicl aims 1o fader massive foreign
private |nvestment and (o open
Mezico to the world market,
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“The
minimum
wage in
Mexico City
is 8000
pesos per
day which is
about £2.”
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Cardenas, the renegade presidential candidate, echoed mass sentiments

lmperialism and the leading fac
tion of the government party, the FRL
think we should be able to overcome
the crisiz and pay the debt, by prodoc-
ing poods for the world marcer rather
than for conmamption at home: this is
the genermlired policy of imperalism
all over Latin America. Minimum
wages have gone down enomously
over last Wb years and the average
family 0 the cites (which has 5.3
members ) hastolive on the eguivalent
of £12 per woek. The minonum wage
i Mexico City 15 B{IMK) pesos per day
which s about £2. The mal wage haz
dropped by 30 per cemt — a brutal
change overa period of 10 years,

In terms of housing, there 13 A
shorlage of several million homes n
Mexico ity with a population of 18
million, There are ennrmisus sections
pf the city, which we call land in-
vaginns — places which huve been
teken over by the homeless, on which
they huild shanty towns. The lirst
fight is to rensadn on such Tand -
whether il Is govemment or private,
Then there 2 the fight Tot serviees —
first water, then electinuity and rads,
then schools, markers. wansport and
R 4N

All of this hag been going on fo
many years sinve e nedcoltoeal
crsiz of 1965 which meadt an enor
nrens magration o the eifies Ir hazae-
celtetuted after 1985, when the
carthguike stmick centrul downtown
Mexicn Clry. There were 400,00
people on the street from ane day 1o
the nexl One third of kosptal bed

capacily was destroyed, and 250
sehools.

What was dlready an enormous
housing shortags was increased by
that cnms The Lntemational Year of
the Homeless decised by the United
Matinnsin 1986 provided some fund-
inig Lo replace some of the homea. The
movement that arose in Mexico City
had to fight hard for this fundimg and
maintaln its independence from the
state. This movement changed the
urban political spectmm, becanse it
fralerzd the creation of organisatons
whers none had existed before.

There has been a crists m the
countryside since 1965, but it has in-
creased hevause of the modemisation
progeamme and cuts o sabsidies;
puaranieed prices for agriculiural
products fell way below prodoction
costs, That has meant thal peasants
have twaved to production crops and
there iz a deficit in com and beans
wliich we have toimpaort; altheogh the
country i perfectly capable ol
producing them,

Tn the revent period there has been
guile o vonfllet over raising the
guuranlee prices for basic graing. The
products are priced by decree below
even what the PRI-dominated peasant
organisatinns consider they should

be.

The ouly epegory where govern-
mient spending hias been increased is
i populatien control, where they
have heen ahle W kesp pronmised made
to I6F i 1975, and lower the bih

rate [rom 3.5 1o 2 per cent year. Bet
ween 1970 and 1952, 1.3 milllon
winnen were sterlised, ainly in the
urban areas. There has also been some
evidenve of stedllzation in the mml
e but news of this has been sup-
pressed. The goal 1s to lower the birth
rate to 1 percent by the year 2000, This
will require spending a Int of money
parsuading younger women not Lo
lave children or to get themselves
aterihired

Excepl [or that, health spending ix
in easie. I you go to hospital in
Mezicn Cily you had bener take a
relative with you, because the nurse
will say | don'L have any cotton waol,
go Lo the comer and buy seme: Fdon’t
have a ayninge, | can’l give this man
an inpection - There isa basie list of
medicimes that the public health sys-
temt has — and it's gelting shorer wd
shorter.

Can vou say semething abiow the
emplovment sitwation? What
percentaye of e wrfian popelanon is
nnderemploved, aod what pereenlage
unempinyed?

We have a papulation of 80 mil-
Ton. Acvonlding o goverwent slulis-
tics, approginately 15 million of
those are i what we call the infnnnal
sector. Owver half the population is
under 14, 20 there ame less than 40hmal-
Lion penple who are in the fabour
market, Mare than hall the population
lives in the cities. Twelve milhon
people list themselves as hiwsewnves
in the censusand many nlthose woihd
be a part of the |5 millien. Ten mik
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lion of those 1o the informal sector are
women. In the 1970k several smdics
estimated unemployment and under-
employment as bemg (rom 40-60 per
cent — 118 a struciural thing,

Can vou gav something akour the
political system that operales in
Mexica?

The Mexican system is based on a
semi-corporatist, semi-palice contml
of the masz orgam=ations. In the
1930%, after the revolubon of 19 K-
1917, the state was consclidated
through the populist nationolist palicy
of President Larzaro Cardenas who
bazically formed the atnte as il is
today. He divided the working cluss
nrgenisalions [rom the peasant or-
ganisalions und incorporated both of
them and the anny info a mass pamy
whose pillars were those three sectors,

Thie PRI has becn in power for 60
years —since it was founded in 1924:
il s all-pervasive in the state instite-
tens and controls all ageas of social
and pelitical life. However the PRI
has been bazed not only on populist
and police control but also on conces-
siong, The population has been in-
creasingly. disaffecled fmom i, both
becanse of the PR s octopus-hike ex-
istence which hes smothered all sonts
of democratic openings, but also be-
cause wver e last ten years ithasbeen
almost completély incapable of
EEving any economic concessions.

Although it considers the Mexican
economy & mixed econpmy, based an
the 2ocial ole of the state and on
private capital, it is very definitely o
walchdoy for private capital which it
has lostered for over 50 years. The
new policy means de pationalizing
enormioues numbers of very importan!
productive industries. This is being
demanded by the strengthened hour-
genisie, which had very little polirical
role over the last 40} or 50 years bat
has inereasingly acquired one,

The Mexican capitalist ¢lass now
feels sufficiently stromg and suffi-
ciently related to American im-
penabist interests to start to make ils
own independent expressions as
class, Until now, the weight of the PRI
burcapcracy and of the state has al-
ways been stronger than ol any sec-
f1ion of the bourgemisie.

Now the bosses amre also clamour-
Ing for a re vamping of the union
structures. This is very difficult for the
PRI because the unions, nlong with
the peasant organisations, are the two
mijor levers for their mass control
over the population.

The bourgenisie wanis. unions
whuch are geared (0 "modemisation’,
organised oo increase. production
rather than defend workers. L order
to make such changes the government
need In attack one of their own sup-

porters, The PRI pnion bureaucracy is
not going to st back and allow them
Jost o do this — they would sacrifice
their financial privileges and their
power, The oil workers' union leader
iz one of the few people in the country
whe can defy the president.

This conflict of interest creates an
inanluble problem for hoth the
government - and the union leaders.
They can't go back to the patemalist
siatc because the cconomic crizis and
the forcign debt preclude that: bt
neither can they go forward to the
modemised state without a total and
complete defzat und revamping of the
PRI unmion buresucmcy — jeopardising
the Party s dommation of the masses.

S0 they are in ggantic crisis; and
this has been best exemplified by
Cugulitemoc Cardenas (son of the
former President) leaving the PRI in
Seplember bast year after making an
unsuceesstul bid for its presidency -
and unning as a breakaway candidate
under the banner of a small satellite
bourpeols party, Basically his project
and outlook i3 to retumn to the old PRI
tradition. He i= not yet moving hack
towards the PRI but aims to revive the
policies of the *Mexican revolution”,
arguing lor s retuen to e kind of state
his [ather fashioned.

Frimm the bourgeoisie’s economic
point of view thal is exiremely dif-
ficalt. Bot Cardenas has also come out
against the anti-democratic behaviour
of the PRI. Thiz echoes and gives
voice to sentiments among the mas-
sz, who have wdentified with this man
and came out inthe elections, crealing
a suowhall effect in favour of his can
didacy,

Thizis s very complicated and con-
tradictory process. Many millions of
people whovoted for Cardenas. voted
for him breaking with the PRI and
that represents a siep forward in their
conciousness They are supporting an
altemative to the PRI which mcludes
championing a higher minimum
wage, a higher puarantesd price for
agricultural products, some sorl of
change of policy on the forcign debt,
and all sorns of questions of basic
democratic ights.

However this bourgenis
democratic populist policy and
programme hes alsp attracted
socialists, as well ay an impeorant part
of the university youth which would
nomially be an important beeeding
ground for socialists, and in that sense
in that part of the movement from my
point of view it is a step backwards in
CONCIMISNess:

It has alen attracied sectors that
wemne previously independent from
bourgeais politics, who now identify
themselves with Cardenas’ project,
from differing points of view, and
with diffenng emphams. We are (alk-
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ing here uhiit one of the major sec-
rors which rose oul of the 1986 year
of the homeless, and other sectors in
the provinces of urban and peasant
movenieits, as well as trade union
people who were orlginally socialists
but now consider that unity of the
mass movement has to begin with
unity nnder Cardenas’s progranme
and banner.

So-as Deay this isa very contradic-
tory movement. However, we would
say thatin geperal ithes been positive,
im that it has meant the defeat of the
PRI in the ballor bomes for the first
time in &) year. The PRI has always
practised fraud, bol it never had in
practice [raud in order 1o win the
presidental election. | precticed fraed
before in order to soure a bigper
majority, or in order to lower the nuwm-
ber of absentions, or in order to
legitimise teelf — but not in onder Lo
say that it had won the presidency.

Thisz iz a major defear — and it has
accentated the intemal crizis in the
PRI to an unprecedented extent. So
deep is the orisia that we think the PRI
could actually fall apant. There s
annther democratizing curmrent wathin
the PRI of people who were onginal-
Ly with Cardenas butl didn'l leave the
I'EL

Thete is enommous conflivt be-
tween the olworkers” union and the
president. The union has acoused the
governor of the state of Mexico of
frand when he was the director of
PEMEX, the =slate oil company. So we
ses members of the PRI aliscking a
PRI governor: this is unheard of in
Mezico!

Can vou say something ahowl the
perspectives and priorities of the PRT
fizelf?

We recognised Cardenas’™ win at
Lhe polls and came oul in immediate
defence of 11 Az soonoas 1 bocame
¢lear. Many of his supporters said “we
can 't be sure, we don’tknow, we have
to be responsible’, but we sald very
clearly that the man has won at the
porlls and the PRI s not allowing him
to take charge of the admindstration.
Mivw the movement has more or leas
been unified round that question,

But the PRI has implemented the
fraud, hlatantly insisting that they
wiii! they iave fixed the votes by use
of the computer, dand invented votesin
more than 25000} polling stations
mainly in the countryside where there
were no oppostion ballor watchers.

The muovement dgainst the [rud
was quite strong for a couple of
niciths but has now begun to decline.
Thi= i5 not only becanse of the natural
tiredness of the povement, buf nain-
ly because the PRI has held fimi and
imprsed its pyhrie vitory. Though
Cardenas’s supporters consider the

“The PRI
has always
practised
fraud, but it
never had to
practice
fraud in
order to win
the
presidental
election.”

“The PRI
has been in
power for 60
years —
since it was
founded in
1928: it is
all-pervasive
in the state
institutions
and controls
all areas of
social and
olitical life.”
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15 million Mexicans depend upaon the ‘Informal’ seclor
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new PRI *president” Salings 1o be g
usurper; and Cardenss has asmuch on
severnl occasions, the fight o stop
Salinas taking nffice on Dec |5t has
nol been as strong 85 il coold have
heen.

When Cardenas made thecall fora
new party, the PDR (Party of the
Democratic Revolation) he made no
reference to the uswpation. I spite of
that the mass movement has heen
enomioisly revitalised. There is huge
potential for united acton around
democratic, economic and sectoral
demands as well as the question of the
LISUTHAL o).

Crur policy is to continue the st
gle against the usurpation becanse we
consider that this is a busic question
around which the Mexican marses
have made major steps forward, and
to leave it out iz wnacceplahle.
However we are also trying to unily

e T B
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the mass movements that alreudy
exiel, especially in the urban and
peasant movement.

It ysmore difficult in the unions, but
we ity 10 do work there, as much a5
our forces will allow, wodking for
uniry arvund the question of salaries.
Al the end of each month the mini-
mum wijgre iy reviewed becanse of in-
flation, and we are trying to make the
struggle for the minimum wage coin-
cide with the strupgle [or the contract
wage as the reviews on this are duc
tovward the end of this year. This of
course wolld be combined with the
light for denocmey in the unions. We
think it is guite possible o have 5
unified movément.

The same is true 1n the peasant
muovement, aronnd guaranieed prices,
il it seems possible 1o nvolve Lhe
forces who support Cardenas in such
a project. The urban movement can

also be wnified around all soris of
demands; for public services: for ex-
ample

Lfwe unify these organisalions that
are independent from the PRI we can
also aliract the organisations that arc
breaking from the PRI we can star a
whole dynwmic. We think that there is
a change in the entire period: the 'R
hng never been in thiz sort of situation
before,

Char perspective is to sirengthen the
sz mowement (o prevent Candenss
leading workers down a neo-car-
poratist path. We have also proposcd
the creation of a political fronl with
Cardenas and his new pary around
demncratic demagals, mcluding the
fall of the usurper. 11 we can extend
this 1o reising of salaries and the inde.-
pendent nrganization of the unions we
ure in favour of deing this

While we are in fuwvour of wodkdng
onaunified basis with these foroes we
consider it absolutely necessary 1o
maintain an independent political
focus, This is where the majority of
=ocialist forces in Mexco roday dn
oot agree: they have been so alirdcicd
to the Cardenas project they are now
discusaing diszolving themselves into
his new party, Therelomr we have.lo
swim against the current, proposing
an onenfation ol umity noentation lir
the mass movement and united polit-
cal action, bot kesping a very clear
soaalist and revolulionary profile of
LU T

Within the mass mavement this has
been well understnod. Many wther
socialists suid that we would he
pushed 1o one side when we refused
to withdraw sur commade Rosaro
Ibirra as candidate for President; they
gald we wonld be seen as divisive,
When it cnme to defending the Car
denas viciory which Rosurio and we
did, we found that this waes wrong,

People wers guile able to under-
stand that we did not sgree with Car-
denas but that we were demociatic
lighters, I can pive you an example
where five days after the electioms
there was o demonstzation where one
of our commdes was 4 speaker. Thers
wiore forces there who iad sieverheard
os before, and our speaker said "we are
not Cerdengstas, we e sociahsts’
She explained what our programime
was, and why we were fighting for
democracy: she was the most ap-
planded,

Normal people who are mking np
pelitical action for the frst time are in-
teresied in wiial we have o say. Ir is
the cx-socialists whn are the most
critical of us. We think there is not
only & historical need 1o mainkain an
ndependent socialist profile, but ahig
opporanity to do this and build the
FET.
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Chile

A difficult
struggle
ahead

After General Pinochet's brutal
military cooup ended the
‘Popular Unity’ government of
Kalvadoer Allende in September
1973, over 2000 refugees were
welcomed into Britain and a
serions solidarity campaign was
created. Political discussion
took place among a wide layer
of activists,

Before and after the coup, debate
about Chile brought up alotof the key
questions of revolutionary tuctics and
stralegy — how in build polibical al-
Liances; the nature of the state and the
role of the ammy (especially after Al-
lende brought military chiels into his
government ) and how to prepare the
masses for the bourpeoisie’s vinlent
reaction It =eemed to ory stallise many
of the debates going in Burope al the
time between reformists and
revolulionanes.

Today the situation after the

referendum requires the same som of
serious discussion, allthough the
themes of the debate have shifled with
the changed cireumsiances. The
Chilean people are confronted with
the probleny of how to dismantle a die-
taforship that bas been incontrol of ai-
fairs since it crushed the mass move-
menl.in 1973,

The guestion ol power is not posed
in the immediate way it was in 1970-
73, Pinochet’s regime was shaken hy
its October defeat bul is oot on the
verge of collapse. Though intemal
differences inside the military and
bourgeaizie have got worse, we
should net mistake the eventual
removil of Minochet for the end of the
repinie,

Looking at the aciual figures —
which are more or lesz free of frand -
the 43 per cenl in favour ol Pinnchel
represents @ significant social hase of
the traditional muddle clazses, better-
of f farmems, backward rural layem, the
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boargeaisic and the military.
Economic prowlh on
Thatchente lines bas benefitted
thiz base.

O the uther side, the Con-
vergence for a ‘No' vole s
made up of many partics. In the
electionz in 15 months time it
will not be eary for them In
agree on 3 common front or
candidates. Pinochet’s strength
has slways parily been the
result of the weakness and
division among his opponents.,
The referendum came ufter the
regime had — through a mixiure
of repression and legal conoes
stk bo Lhe more moderate po-
ties — ndden put the pprum in
the movement belween 1983
andl the failed July-September
14946 general stnkes,

The Converpence s
dominated politically by the
Christian Democrata, who sup-
ported the 1973 coup and the
fuscist 1980} constitution, All
maper [aetions of the Socialist
Pasty (S are doing their best o
develup a moderate coalirion with the
Chnistian Democrats (CDY: The rising
star of the 5P, Ricardo Lagos 1z a son
of Felipe Gonzalez fipure and is
modersie enough to be acceplable to
the T, He says Allende was ton
‘extreme’.

The 115 Srate Department is very
actvely involved with the CD and all
moderate forces: The O are muore
concerngd with preventing the
menhiligation against the tégime tum-
g into any sort of mdical social
muhilization than i precipitanng the
dowmfall of the regime, C1D presdent,
Gabriel Valdes, doss not mince
words:

“The rational way out cannot be
other than an ugreement with the
military so that they fulfil their
responsibilities and show political
will o wpen up the trangitional
process.” (ASPL, No. |86 Aop. 1986)

The Convergence have heen
engaged in exploraiory discussions
through thard parties with ‘moderare’
sectom of the amy,

What about the left of the move:
ment? Both the: Communist Pary
(CP) and the MIR (Intemational
Revolotionary Movement -
Castronst) are outside the Conver-
gence. The CD have in any ocase
rejected political agreements with
these foroes,

Thie CP, MIR and the Almeya fac-
tion of the SP are in an altemative
Eromt, the Popular Democratic Move-
ment (MDF), Over the past years
these pa,nics have been nven by mter-
nal debate. The CP and MIR only
decided to support the campaign (or
the ‘Mo’ vole in the (inal mn-up to the

What are the
main political
groupings and
options
currently on
offer to Chilean
workers after
the recaent
referendum
defeat for
General
Pinochet's 15
year-old
dictatorship?
DAVE
KELLAWAY
has besn
talking fo a
Chilean
comrade and
offers a
summary.
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“Pinochet’s
regime was
shaken by
its October
defeat, but
is not on the
verge of
collapse.

L

“One of the
remarkable
sights... has
been the |

way working
people, after
the
referendum,
were going
up to
members of
the
repressive
forces and
shaking
hands.
Memories
seem so
short...”
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reflerendum in the [ace of the ohvious
enthusiasm of the masses for strking
any sort of blow against the dictator-
ship.

During the Allende govemment
the CT" was politically to the right of
the 5P and other left forces. Follow-
ing the trauma of the coup, the blondy
repression against ite militants, and
then the Micaraguan expenence, it
made a shift to more hard line posi-
tinns, translorming ils armed cadmes
into a sort of armed liberation front —
the Manuel Bodrgoez Patriotic Pront
— in December 1983, The Fronl has
been able to carry out limited armed
actions against the repressive forces.
Since the referendum, two of its
militants have been reponed killed
while homhing electrical installations
(Guardran T.11.2%) lis most spec-
tacular action was the abortive assas-
simation of Pinochet in 1986, This ae-
tion provoked further debate inside
the TP and an overwhelming majority
of its cadres i the Front {parmiculardy
the youth) split from the pary,

The debate was basically over how
tn participate in any of the limited
openings [or mass work, the correct
policy for political alliances, and the
tale of armed struggle. The official
Commumist Party leadership around
Corvalan has drawn back from its
‘prople’s rebellion’ line and is talking
ngain of dislogue with the military,

Although the CT has regained a
good part of ils cadres i the Front,
there is still a large grouping inde-
pendent of i, and the Front acts
autonomounsly from the party. A
wimilar debate has developed inside
the MIR, which also lad to a split last
year. Pascal Allende’s cumrent, which
favoured a ling of armed stroggle and
working with the Pront, expelled a
current eround MNelson Guittersz,
which wanted an approach hased
miere on using all the semi-legal open-
mgs and ‘moderating’ their political
line.

There is another armed strupgle
grouping called MAFU-LAUTARO,
which is much smaller but engages in
Robin Hood-fype appropriaiion aond
distnbution. The immediate social
base of all theses more mdical sectors
of the movement is to a greal extent
among the youth, unemployed and the
shantytown dwellers, The traditional
P base in the trade unions has been
devastated by unemployment and
Tepression,

Oine of the remuarkable sights com-
menied on by Chilean revolulionanes
has been the way working people afler
the referendum were going up o
membems of the repressive forces and
shaking hands. Memuvries seem so
short, But 3 whole generation of
militants were lost and many of the
young people most involved in the
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referendum mobilisations do not
remember the Allende years.

A pacifist ideology 15 being en-
couraged by the Church, the CD, the
5P and the media, "Marxist® paries
are still illegal, and it is difficult for
new activists to find out about altema-
tive ideas, The regime has tolemied
the public activity of personalitics
identified with the banned CF so they
are imvolved in discussions with Con-
vergence parties; bul the regme in-
vokes the CFs illegalily s soon as it
irnes io organise senously,

Reponts from Chile sugpest that
after all the referendom excitement
thers is a relatively passive atmos
phere, Pinochet iz firmly sticking to
the schedule laid down in the con-
sititution — under which he stavs in
charge wntil presidential and conpress
elections in 15 months time,
Meanwhile he is reorganizing the
military to consolidate his power,

Pinochet will remain head of the
armed forces, and the military will ap-
point 40 per cent of the congress.
Rumours are rife that his wife might
stand for president!

O the other hand the Convergence
is puralyped in discussiony about ac-
ceptable candidates, and for e mo-
ment is respecting the timetahle. Por
the 11.5. State Department the silus-
rion is promising - the tmansition can
be calmly organised while Pinochet
could be conveniently dumped if
there wers to he an ppsurge of the
MASSES.

For the left in Chile il is nol casy.
All the practical problems of organis-
ing under continuing repression
remain. The left has to relate Lo the
masses” desire for democracy while
challenging the CD's nght 1o lead
such 2 movement. While not clearly
challenging the CO and modente s
tors, the Communist Party, in & com-
munique since the referendum. does
differentiate itself from the Conver-
gence:

“The esemy is the dictatorship and
not other sectors of the oppositiocn,
We propose unity to all other sectors,
Orer call for a programme of meetings
and marches to support the demand
for Pinochet's resipnation made by
the Llnited Command of Shantytown
residents... such a [presidentiol can-
didate] wounld have to emerge from
the popular majorily and nol from
group of parties.”

{om New Worker Nov 8EL

Despite such cnlicism, eveniual
CF support {or 2 moderate CB can-
ditlate cannot be ruled oul. Corvalan,
CP general secretary, is on mecord as
being in {avour of dialogue and a
‘consensus govemment” thal they
would support from the outside (see
Internatienal Viewpoini, 103)

Anuther approach isto fight for a

Front in the npeoming clections based
on independent working class pantics
—which in practice wonuld mean aggu-
ing against a CD presidential can-
didate in favour of an 51" refonmiar

Ohbyiously within such a defensive
onited front the left could raise
slogans (as the MIR ciomently does)
for eveking the 1980 Constttion,
for a-freely elected Condituent As-
sembly. for freeing all political
prisoners and the retom of exiles, (o
dismantling the secret police and of
course anti-agsterity demands,
Steengthening and broadening the for
ces amound the MDP and febuilding
the CUT{ Chilean THC) iz also nupuor-
tant, If at the end of the day the coly
opposition candidate were 3 Christian
Dremocmnil, then the tactical problems
for the left would be mor compli-
eated,

It is not clear how the revolulion-
ary forces supporting the armed strog-
gle fronts would intervene in such
processes, An extreme position of
refusing any pamicipation i any
‘reformist” allinnee or “fronts for
democracy” could allow the CL and
SP all the space they need in the mass
miswvement o lead 1 into o dead end,

The dilermma for the Chilean lefl is
how 1o mainlzin & clear revolutionary
option (including an armed
capability) opposed Lo @ smaoth Lpan-
sidon and yet not isalate onesell [nom
the masses. The experiences of hoth
Spuin alter Franco, and the Philip-
pince after Marcos show ir is all too
easy for revolutionary curents 1o on
derestimate imperalism’s oom For
manoenvee: (declanng the socalled
impuossihilily ol “peaceful
transitions ') and Lo far] Lo understand
the masses” curmenl CONSCGHISNERS.

In the Chilean struggle moday,
sulidanty 15 atill important. Repres-
sion has to be dencunced — 3 people
have already been killed In
demonsteations sice the reterendum
Mot all the political prisonems have
besn released. Bight thousand people
have besn sacked from government
workschiemes as a pumshment for a
‘No® vole.

The Chile Solidanty Campaign
recently sent an all-women delegation
composed of L Kuddock, M. Prosser
and others tn moet popular organssi-
tiong i Chile. Such initialives need
our supporl, particularly when the
mass media npow tend o menlion
Pinechet as an avuncular type who
has brooght un economic hopm and
urganises democralic vites!

We should be Irying to develop,
within a general solidanty effort, whal
supporl we can [or groups in Chile
whirhuve a vlewr, socialist perspective
agamst the diclatorship.
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Castro speaking in Havana

Cuban Revolution - 30
years on

Castro’s
unique
opportunity

The evolution of the Cuohan
revolution cannol be properly
understond unless it is seen in a
world context. Whatever our
verdict on ihe personal qualities
of Fidel Castro and his team,
their scope for action was
defined by many factors ouiside
iheir own borders and out of
their direct control,

Simply to Inok at the palicies or
political orgins of the Castro leader-
ship in isvlation from the specilic con-
ditions which shaped their options
and their actions is as fukile a3 trying
to analyee the defeal of the British
1984 maners” sinke withou examin-

ing the mle of the Tory and TUC
leaders, or discussing the problems of
the Nicaraguan revalution withoulex-
amining the mole of US impenalism
and the Kremlin leaders,

Mobody would dispute that incom-
parizon with equivalent leaderships of
post war revolutionary strugeles, the
Castro team was quite extraordinary
inits ienacity and itz attempts toassen
its independence not only from the
LIS A, bt alzo (in the cady days) from
Moscow. Where olther leaders
buckled under and abandoned revolu-
tionary of #ven radical policies rather
than break their allimces with sec-
tinngz of the capitalizt class, Casmo was
[rom the star prepared 1o split from
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former bowrgeois allies who wouold
not stay the pace.

However this is not to say Cayiro's
policies were those of revolutionary
markism: his oncompromising line
towards the lugely impotent national
bourgenisie was not matched by any
coherent development of working
classorgans of power, Capitalism was
overturied from above in Cuba rather
than by workers” mass action: the
Cuhan workers have ill never held
state power directly in their hands.

It was 18 months from the Rebel
Ammy’s sizure of power in January
1959 to the sweeping measures of
nationalisation which fnally broke
Cuoba's links with imperalism, ex-
proprated most remaining Cuban
capital, and established & deformed
workers” slale. Duning this time the
thinking of the Fideliztas had
developed from initially guile limited
democrelic reforms to embrace a
wholesale overtumn of the previous
egonomic gystem as the only way to
combat the pressure of US im-
penalizm.

This development was also as-
wigted by Castro's ability to retain and
mohilise the enthusiasm of the Cuban
masses, utilising the anti-imperialist
sentiments of a nation breaking the
yoke of dependence on US capital.
Conversely, had Castro uiilised his
encrgica and talents to arguing for
concessions to impedalism rather
than defiance, he could certainly have
divided if pot totally derailed the
revplulionary movement.

However the undoubted subjective
strepgthe of the Castro leadership
were not enough in themselves: they
were oble lo develop in a uniquely
favourable histone situation which
meant thal spinns were on offer 1o
Castro that had not heen open before
and have mol been open (o liberation
struggles since.

The firel major advantaps was the
extent to which the old Cuban state
muachinery under Balists simply and
abroptly cellapsed i 1958-9. The
armied Lomces and police, iddled with
comuplion, saw the mass desertion of
the scpior officers and conceded
defeat to p Rebel Amy of not more
than 1500 goerrillas {albeit with
widespread popular support, as
evidenced by the week-long penersal
sirike in Havana which hrounght
Caxtro tn power with hardly a shot
fired in the capital ).

The nearest comparison to the
January 1959 situation was the col-
Inpss and mass exodus of the Yogos-
lavian bourgenisic which had thrown
in itz Ioi with the ocoupying Naz for-
ces prior o the victory of Tito's com-
miunisi-led pastisansin 1944.Tn Cuba,
toc the collapse of the old state
machine was followed by the dezer-

January 1989
marks the 30th
anniversary of
the victory of
Fidel Castro's
Hebel Army
over the Cuban
dictatorship of
Fulgencio
Batista. Since
then many
guerrilla and
left wing
political
movements
and have
attempted fo
follow the
so-called
'Cuban Road'.
Here

JOHN LISTER,
author of a
controversial
book 'Cuba:
Radical Face of
Stalinism’,
offers an
analysis of
Castro’s
strangths and
weaknesses
that helps
explain the
failure of
subsequent
revolutions
which tried to
follow the
Cuban example.
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“Gorbachev
is if

anything,

less likely
than
Brezhnev to
risk
promoting
conflict in
Washington's
‘backyard.’”

...the
Cuban
revolution
stands as

an
inspiration

fo many
millions of
workers and
peasanis
around the
world, but
not as a
finished
‘model’ for
loday’s
revolutionary

mn
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tion of the major capitalists,

By 1961 the ahject failore of
Kennedy's Bay of Pigs mvamon at
templ showed the #xtent 1o which the
old reactionanes had smply upped
and left Cuoba to carry on their
nefarious sctivities in Miamn or else-
where.

The second, guite decisive, Macinr
wis the changes taking place in Krem-
lin policy from 1960 onwards. The
Kruschev leadership. beset by an
sconomic. origis at home, was also
wrestling with the problem of how to
counter & new US military build-up
appressively promoted by new sshre-
ratthing president Kennedy, and in-
cluding new Intercontinental Ballistic
Missles (ICEMe) capable of hitting
Soviet targets from US soil.

Khruschev was also facing a new
political competitor to Moscow’s in-
fluence within the onee monolithic
stahinisl movement; Mao Zedong's
Chinese buresucracy hed emerged in
open opposilion, splilting vanous ne-
fional conmunist perties and seeking
a new periphery of contacts for Belj-
ing as levers of diplomatic pressure
against imperalism

For yearr, the Moscow line for
communist partiesin the "thivd werld’
{and especially Latin Amenca) had
heen to tespect the “speheres: of
inflvence’ agreed with imperialism in
the post-war settlement, and seek al-
liances with “progressive’, “anii-
imperialist” sections of capilalists.
‘This line in Cuba had led the CP into
a long-rerm accomodation with Batis-
ta, and vigorons opposilion Lo
Castro’s guermlla movement until the
writing wis cleardy on the well in the
final months of the dictatorship. The
mraoists, on the other hand, while sill
embracing popular frontist politics,
leaned much more towards the lype of
guerrilla racties favoured by Clastro.

The Kremlin leaders therefore had
to jockey betwesn their instincts — of
suspicion towards revolulionary
movemenis not under thewr control -
and their need to swing back their
global mlationship of forces with US
impenalism: they wanted to head off
the Chinese challenge to their
authority in the emerging movement
of libetion strupgles — but without
tipggeging a new sumpe of potentially
embarrassing revelotionary action,

Castro and Guevars were able to
take advantage of this unigue opening
— responding to the escalating 1S
by oot of Cuban sugar and econnmic
blockade by luming to Mozcow and
Beijing for suppert. When Moscow
was slow to respond, Guevara would
persuade Beijing 1o show support
and then retum Lo negotiale more from
Muoscow.

Soviet econmmic ad was followed
by what has eversince remained a free

L
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supply of armaments io Cuby: and this
in lum was [ollowed by the most
remarkable promise of all —
Khruschev's pledge to use Soviet
ammed force, even missiles, to guamn-
tee the defence of the infant revolu-
tionary regime W miles from Florida.
This stands in sharp contrast to sub-
sequent Soviet policy on the moch
muore distant Nicamgna.

Elhruscliev plainly hoped that a
spin-off from this wonld be to site
Soviet infermediate rangs missiles in
Coba - a low-budget response o
Kennedy's ICBM threal. Though in
the 1962 “Coban missiles crisis™ this
option was abandoned, the commit-
ment to Cuba has remained o major
{and expensive) aspect of Kremlin
strategy and forcign policy,

Nn similar mituation has opened op
since 1959, The closest comparison
would be with the huge military sup-
port given by the Soviet buraucmcy
fand Cuba) to the Mengistu regime in
Ethinpia since 1977, However this
support ran no risk of direct 115
fetalialion, and simply served to
protect Mengisiu’s reaclionary
tepime apainst US-backed des-
tabilisation and legitimale natumal
liberation struggles of the Eritrean and
other oppressad peoples.

Ini fact it has been not Cubua — with
its break (rom both impenalist and na-
tinnal capilal, ite military and
cconomic reliance upon Sovier sup-
port and its mbssquent political as
similation into the Kreinlin orbit—that
has heen the model for subsequent
likeraton movements, o much as Al-
geria.

The Ben Bella leadership ol the Al-
gerian anpti-imperialist Mational
Liberation Front {(FLN} s of a dil-
ferent calibre from Cuoba’ s Fidelistas:
bt different, too, was the attitude of
the USSR, which waznot seriously in-
terested in Alperis or repared to offer
substantial support. Though the FLN
A% 4 Mass movemesnl was many [imes
stronger than Castro’s mmshackle
hily 26 Movement, the defeat of
French imperialism was {ollowed nol
by a break from impenalism but a
renegotinbion of terms and the
recnnstmichion of the bowgeois stale
machinery, which we have just
recently seen Ui action agiins militant
workers and youth.

Very diffcrent, ton, was the situa-
tion afler the 1979 Sandinista victory
over dictator Somoza in Nicaragua
elinlike Cuba, which had heen a
major boase ol US invesiment, the
Micaraguaen econamy was weak, and
dominated by national capitalisis,
gubstantial sections of which had
thrown in their lot with the anti-
Somoza srugple — but then xlayed on
as a vocal and stubbom obstacte 1o

Progress;

o Cuba is an dsland: but MNicuragua's
extenzive borders with Honduras aml
Coxia Rica have given Somozi’s old
Nutivnal Guard and other CLA-back-
¢l mercenaries the chance 10 regroup
und mount continoal erozz border
sabotage and terronam;

#Suviel leaderships since 197% have
shown little or no economic or
military commitment (o delend
Micaragun, and used their leverage on
Hawvana to limil Cuba’s involveniem
Gorbachev ie if anything less likely
than Brezhnew to nsk promoling a
conflict in Washington's “back-vard”,
o The Sandinista lemlers themseives,
fior all their voumgeows defiance of
175 pressure have always msisted that
their goal is not 8 workers™ slate of
sncialism, but a mixed economy. i[5
by no means certain that even il tinl
exlernal support were fortheoming
the Sandinistaz wonld opt for the
‘Coban Kood’. Significantly Fidel
Castro hinysell has been among thoze
adviging them not to.

Thirty years on, fherefore. the
Cuban Revolotion stands as an in-
spiraling tomany millions of workers
i peusants around the world, but not
a findshed ‘madel’ for loday's evolo-
thonary struggles. With the partial ex-
veptivn ol Nicaragua, every aftenipt in
export the “lessons’ of the Cuban
strugple have proved a total disaster,
costing die Hves of thousands of gal-
Lant puerrilla Gghiers.

In stressiog the matenal gaimns for
Ciban workers and the superonsy of
the Cuban system io the vicionsly ex
ploitatve vapitalist regimes of Latin
Amernico and elsewhers, we must oot
forpet the salent Lo which thiz is un
derwiitlen by multi-hillion dollar sub
sidies fromm the LISSE,

While welcoming the inter-
nationalism of the Coban military of-
for that is helping to defend Anpola
froan South Afrcan and reactionsry
terronst attack s, we should remember
thal foviet endorsement of this is olso
linked to Coban military involvement
in repressing the Entrean stiuggle for
sell-determination.

Fidel Castro mey provide a
pleasanl contrazl o Genersl
Jaruzelsks and his ik, the grey-faced
bupezucrats who hove led only police-
state regimes in eastemn Eorope. But
for all his schievementz and
popularity, Castro’s murvival iz parly
hecanse he now mpreseats the "ac-
ceptable’, radical lace of Stalinism,

The book Cuba; Radical
Face of Stalinism by John
Lister is still available ar £4.50

including postage, from
Socialist Cutlook,
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Who's next for the treatment? Thatcher has massively Increased police powers

Thatcherism: the
coming of the stron
state

Has the left underestimated the extent to which state power in Britain is being
transformed by Thatcher? PHIL HEARSE argues that it has, and that there is a drift
towards a new form of authoritarianism, with some similarities to what Trotsky
called ‘bonapartism’.

WHILE Mrs Thaicher was in Poland praising free (rade
unions, drastic new restrictions on the right to strike in
Britain were being outlined in a new ‘code of practice’.
While not being legally enforceable, they will be *taken
inty account® by judges when deciding if particalar
strikes are lawful,

These guidehines are far beyom] snything o thwe judicisl ar-
moury of any other advanced capitalist state. The gudelines call
for a 70 per cent “ves’ vote in strike ballots before industrial ac-
tion is undenaken, and cooditions en ballots which put all the
cards in the hands of scabs and management,

In itself this is a drastic and extremely authonranian prece of
legislation for a bourgeois democracy Lo introduce In peacetime.
But it 18 just ooe of an array of violent attacks on democratic fighis
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which are transforming the mode of government and state power
in Britain. In assessing this, it is necessary not just to look at lor-
mal, jundical forms —although these are very important —but the
real social content of various instances of power.

In the |97(k, sections of the lelt — most notably the Workers
Revolunonary Party — argued that Britain already had, or was
about to bhave, a form of dictatorship. These absurd and
catastrophist declarations hive in my view almost numbed the lefi
towhatis, in/the third term of Thatchenism, a real drift to the strong
slale.

Many comrades in the socialist movement are blind 1o the ad-
vent of the strong state becuase they think that provided we don’t
have either full military dictatorship orfascism, tben we must have
an unproblematic *bourgeois democracy . This was not Trotsky's
approach.
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He urpued stroogly that there can be many different combina-
tions of the padismcemary form with dictarorial govermnment, in
which parliament is a *fig leaf’ for executive power. His writings
on ‘honapartusm’ (a3 term derived by analogy with the French
regime of Lows Bopapanie, who seized powerin a coup d'etat i
December 1851 ) reveal this concem with the gradations between
sn-niglh!.fumu:d beurgeois democracy and the drfi (o dictalor-
shi

F;n order to make an assessment of whether Thatcheriam i a
new form of state anthoritarionism, we have Lo assess just exact-
ly what the Thaicherite project 15 aboul, for the cconmny, civil
society and the state.

Thatcherism has gone well beyond the economic
‘monetarism” of the early 1980s to become a buge project of reac-
tionary social enginecnng. This counter-revolulionary strategy in-
volves dismantling the central props of the post- 1945 consensos

ing the metropolitan councils, and attempting o crush all levels
of local government as Institutions dispensing any real power.

Wielding its huge parliamentary majonty when pecessary, the
Thatcher government has swept aside with contempt many of the
arcnag of formal consultation with the trade woion burcaucracy,
and even the ollicial Labour opposition.

Evenmore siriking, however, is the style of government which
Thatcher hay oreanised. Tony Benn's recent diames show that
governments of the 19605 and 19705 continued 1o take voles in
cabinef mestings, This is not the case with Thatcher, who incre as-
ingly even ignores cabinet meetings. She has developed a web of
serni-official commitiees, wncluding some sepior minisiers and
civil servants, through which all power is umigpely concentrned
in ber.

Mow il 158 quite true that all forms of capitahist rule combine
coercion and consent, and that no ‘perfect’ bourgeois democracy,

— the mized economy and the welfare
state. It also involves downgrading
the role of social democracy and the
trade wmion burcaucracy as pariners
of the government

This counter-revolutionary
scheme has also necessitated a
counter-revolation in democratic
rights and the form of government.
Let ux first just list some of the areas
in which democratic dghis have been
thrown back;
® Trade union legislation has banped
many {oms of e flective strike action,
and the code ol conduct will [urber
weaken the legitimate right to stnke.
The fomal right o belong to a trade
union bas come under attack for the
first time,
o Judioal censorship of the media,
and informal censorship of the media
through government intervention in
the boradcasing authorities, has in-
crepsed drastically.
o The right o demonsiration and
public susembly has been severely
curtailed through new police powers
and public order acis.
e A reactionary, almost leedal, poll
lax is being introduced which wall
drive many poorer people off the
electoral register altogether.
e I'he powers of the police and
Judiciary have been increased in
many fields, mcluding the abolinon
of unanimaous jury verdicts, the rdeht

PHOTO; Carlos GuaritaHaths

Norman Tebbit: architect of anti-union laws

i whach all the formal legal and
potinical rights of the masses general-
Iy ascribad to this form of govemment
has ever aclually existed. But it st
alse be true that when the right 10
strike is restricied, wheo legal nglits
are whitlled away, and when even the
nght to public assembly is severely
circumscribed, you have sometinng
other than just a ‘nommal” bourgeos
democmcy.

The comrades of Secialisi
Newislener bave described il as "semi-
bonaparism” - something between
bomtaprartst dictatonal rule and bour-
geois democracy. | think their charac-
terisation is as good as any. But
whalever lenn we use, we have to ac-
cepl that what 18 being pul in place is
4 state apparams, state powers, and
governmental forms gualitatively
‘stronger’ from g bourgems view-
pount than atl any bme this century,
vubsile of war nime,

Thatcher has always had strong
links with ultra-night wing factions in
the Tory party and oo its edges. Al e
time of ber clection o the Tory
leadership, Thatcher's election cam-
paign was masterminded by an olira-
right ideologue called Roben Moss,
well known for his association with
the Freedom Association. These
people always had a much more nght
wing agenda than the fomminal elec-

to silepce, amd the autematic nght to Tegal epresentation during
interrogation

e Additional openly anti-lesbian and gay legislation, clause 28,
has been introduced for the first time since 1957,

o New legislation mmed it resticting the rights of black peaple,
the 1988 immigration act, has been introduced.

These attacks on democratic rghts are however just pan of the
piciure, What is unique about Thatcherism iz the drive to con-
centrate power in the hands of central government. and within
central povernment in a nny chque of people around Thatcher,
whe iz 1aking on more and more of an all-powerful, bopapartist,
Tile.

The ceniralisation of power 15 of course illustrated by the at-
tempt io destroy whole areas of potential counter-power—abolish-
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tion prgramme of the Tores in 1979
or 1983, .

Recent revelations” aboul the role in the Tory party of bodies
Like the Commuttee for Free Britain and the Tntemanonal Freedom
Federation, and of semi-official Tory bodies like the pro-
privansation pressure groop PULSE 1o local gevernment, make
one thing ahsolutely clear This government is not only to the right
ol Ted Heath in 1970-73, Today power is coocentrated in
govermnment which ideolopically represents the whira-rnight of
Bnbsh politics.

The wira-right in government works logether with 3 whole
web of poliucal organisalions and assomanons which are much
mone senows, arnl more tapped into the cepires of power. than fas-
cist organisarions like the National Froot Dictatorstup in Briran
will oo come through these marginal groups, but through mach
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Big Sister is walching you —and curbing what you watch!
more well-connected groups nside and on the fringes of official
Toryism.

[be Tory ultra-right has strong links with co-thinkers in the
Umiged Stutes. Ao loternational Freedon Federation meeting at
this year's Tory conference billed Lord Young, David Lan of the
Commntiee for a Free Brtain, and Richard Perle, US foreign af-
lairs and arms controd “expent’, dubbed ‘the Ponce of Durkmess”,
Perle, whose sinister visage can be egolarly seen adoming BBC
Two's Mewxnighi programme, is tournng the world warming of the
dangers of Gorbachev.

Many soctalist activists would argue that befon: we can talk
of the imposition of a *strong state” (here hove to be major defeais
mmtlicted on the working class —like the coup d’etat which brought
De Gaulle o power i France in 1938, 1 would make rwo poinis
about this argument

First, we have seen major deteats of the British workang clasy
— W mulners” strike, the ooyl govemmen! rate-capping struggle,
Wupping, and a host of others. These are not world mstonc defeats
like 193310 Geomany, or even of the scale of 1926.in Britain, But
they are major defeats which have ransfonned the relationship of
class forces amd laid the basis for the strong state.

The second peint T would make 15 thal we should not see the
transtormation of government {forms in capitalist society as peces-
sarily wvolving a putsch or a coup. Hitler became the German
chancellor legally in 1933, although be utilised his position at the
apex of the state apparatus to orgamise the Nam coup against par-
liamentary democracy and the workers ' organisations.

In summary, then, [ would say that we have in Thalchenism
the extradordinary concentration of government power which is,
to a certain extent, “above ' the classes, although like every lomn
ol honrgeods tule serving the ultimats interesty of capital”.

But what are the conclusions of this assessment? Do we pot
run the risk of demoralising people by lelling them that we already
have a strong state in place? The current situation of "semi-
bongparisn’ 15 Lar from being a finished dicratorship. dexpite
enormons govermment power. And democratic freedoms are far
trom: having been linally crusted, But they will be, mexombly,
unless the lefi is capable of mounting the boldest possible chal-
lenge to Tory authontananism.
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This means — without sacrilficing the politcal independence of
the workers” movement — bwlding the broadest possible alliances
with democratic public opinion, including in the Liberal
democrats. SDP and the Church, and even Tory 'wels" in defemce
ol democratic nghts. Many secions of e intelhgentsia and mid-
die class can be mobilised around specific questions, especially
the night of free speech in the media,

Second, the lefl has o give thorough ang relentless attenpion
to raising issues involving breaches of demogranic nghts —includ-
ing issues which are *difficult’ ones, like the Oiting up and vicious
settences doled oot W alleged Insh repobhican volunteers.

Thard, the teft has 1o constantly pay attention to and denounce
the actions nf the palineal police (MI5 and the Special branch),
the state’s paramilitary gangster forces (SAS and armed “instant
esponse’ police units) and the ordinary police and judiciary. In
particular it means defence of those sections of the oppressed,
expecially black people, for whom the statle has ghwovy been a
*strong stare”.

Every time a bank robber is shol dead without challenge, a
republican volunteer senl Lo prison [or 25 years, or a lelevision
play is banned — and these things go unchallenged — it brings twe
epoch of a real dictatorship closer.

Foolnotes

I. Sez for example “Bonapartiom and Fascism' in Writings 19345, Pathfinder
1974 edition, page 51,

2. Fuaradpen dth Novenmber 988

1. Preter Gowan has drawn my atiention to the vogue for the writings of Car
Schmitt in ultra-right ciscles in the US and Britain, Schmitt was a leading Nazi
jurist after 1933, but before thal was a right wing critic of Hitler, regarding the
M aris a5 opportunistic. Schmitt argued that the Naia tended towards the “otal
state’ which politicised every sphere of civil society aroim! the Nazi projecL
He put forward the much more Thatcher-like notion of the “shrent state” — the
de-politicization ol every instance of civil socety and the concentration n:ilh
‘right to politics’ in the state apparatun. While ons involves political mobiliza.
tion and the cther demobilization, the effect can end up_b:hag the zume. Oy
Selwnite see . Lokacs The Destruction of Reason: (Merlin),

d_ Az above, prge 53-
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Queving for work in Dublin

Crisis in Dublin

The political and economic crisis facing the Dublin government has deeped considerably. Here, DAVID COEN,
looks at the history of the twenty-six county statelet and its economy, and guestions whether the British strategy
of encouraging stable bourgeois rule, north and south, has any hope of succeeding.

The Economist’'s Ireland survey earlier
this yeir was quite clear; ‘No Cufs
Charlie’ has become ‘Haughey the
Hatchet’. This was a reference to the
prime minister’s about turn on
economic policy in the twenty-six coun-
ties since coming back to power in
March 1987.

In addition, Hanghey's willingness to give
in 1o British demiands oo security and extradi-
fion, rases again Lhe guestion nf whether or not
the bourgenisie in the south is capable of pur-
suing its own political interests independently
of Bntain. This s by nomeans just an acndemic
problem becanss the development of the polill-
eal simeation i the 26 counties has sefous im-
plications for the sbility of the Brtizh to defeat
republivans snd impoze 2 stable bourgeois ule
inthe whale coumtry. Recopmslog s and their
relative weakness Wi e south, Sine Fein have
over the pist few vears begun to tackle that
problem. But the discesgion of the class chamue-
ter of the 26 county statelet and the method of
arsembling the [orees on the bshuwd to bring
about a 32 county socialia republic are &t 3 very
early stape.

Much nof the debate =0 far his centred on
economic questions, often in a very crade way
as if the domunant capitalist nterests in the
south of Ireland could simply be read off from
the different levels of investment, On the basis
ol changnge trade and investnient pattems the
Wadcers" Party denies that the British are any
benger the main peoblem in Ieband such s the
level of U5, tapanese ond West German invesi-
naent. The soathem bourgeoisic are denounced
as historiv failures (or the lack of industrial
development and as heackwand reactionarics:

FPage 28

The Socialist Workers Party ( SWF) polnt o the
recent export of capital from the south as
evidence of the independence of the capitalist
class. For both. the strugele over the "national
question” is o hlind alley away from the strug-
gle for eocialism, thouglythe SWP at least takes
the side of thuse fghting British imperiafism.
The ertorz of both Now, however, Trom an
eonomistic approsch: the dominant capitalist
inierests in Ireland are understood painly by
ihe levels ol investment, whereas for the British
the main problem o Ireloud 194w political one
namely the dangerous instability ol bourgenis
rute north and south. Therefore the argumcnts
ahout whether the level of Brtish investmcnt i
Treland is the reasou fur the continwing British
prescoce are side issues, What 1= crmcial, and

something for which the Brtish have been will- |

MK iWier the pastiwenly years1o piy sneverin-
creasing price. is the level of political stabiliry
— whethier a political solution is possible which
will ensure a stable bourgeois mule in the long
term and nol threaten any of the political,
militury oreconomic nferests of inprerralism in
that region

Mohody can doubt that there 15 an economae
crisis in the south of Ireland. [nemploymentis
approaching 200 per conn; emigration is rsing
Lonwards the levels of the 1950z when the depth
of the crisis began to pat the very existence of
the stute mlo gquestion, and the forergn debt per
head of the population = luglier than that of
Brazil. Ofall the Indlcators of the crisis, the debt
iz 1l st significant, not simply because of
1w mze, but for what it represents lor the mling

| class, and especially for Fanna Fadl, the lares

political party and one which has considerable
electoral support from Insh workers. Put cnade:

ly. the historical basis of Fianna Fail's appeal
to the wiorking class in the 26 counticy was
ecanamic development: the prmmise of stake in-
tervention wereale employment.

In the 1930s following the failure of the de
Valera policy of mndustrialization behind high
tanff walls and the resultant high emigrtim,
the viahility of the *Free State” j1self came into
question, with some penple qnestionlng the
value uf the relative independence won from
Brtain after 1921, The response of Sean
Lewass, de Valera's sueccessor as leader of
Finrunn Fail was to npen np the economy 1o ox-
temul capital and o for @ stmleey of 2xpored
growth. The debt crisis marks the lailere of thit
policy. Mo section of the bourgenizic has an of
temative, 50 the pulitival crsis js particularly
acute.

In 1986, the national debe, s IRE2S hillion,
was the highest as & propontivn of Gross
Lromestc Product (GDFP) in Eurape. The mtio
of debt o GDP was estimated ar 145 per cent
compared with an EEC avernge ol bl percent
Mearly half of the debl was foreion and interes)
jrayments were cating up dround one third of
tax sevenue. The present sitnation 1% npl moch
changed other than the fact thal the debt s 0ot
growing yule as quickly as it did in the period
after 1981, At this level of bomowing Lhe
ferzign hankers become Woreasingly nervous
and the nsual procedire is that no funhar loans
are sancboned until an [nternational Monstary
Pund { IMF) package is inplemented

Though out of govermment since 1982,
Haughey waz blamed for the debt spiral. Befors
thie 1987 election he assured the voters there
was o ‘hetter way® than the massive culs
propozed by the Fie Geelflabour Coalition
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government. No sooner had he become leader
of 3 minonty Fianna Fail govemment than
Hatghey was implementing culs on 8 scale
which miade the opposition gasp. In money
temis (before adjusting for inflation), spending
in 1958 will be three per cent down on 1987, In
what are being desvnbed as the biggest cuts [or
30 years, nurses are being sacked, hospilals
closed, teachers and civil servants pushed into
early relirmment and wapes frozen. Fusther cuts
arc planned in social securily and it appears
now that there will be no need for an IMF
delegation Lo visil Dublin,

Though Haughey is blamed for the
‘extravagance’ of the hormowing and spending
of the sarly 1980s, it is clear that the main tar-
get of the monetanst nght 1= not just the sctions
ol Haughey but the whole policy of public
spending and state intervention into the
economy which had been accepted by all
governing paties at least since the 19440s, That
it was such a comerstons of Flanna Fall policy,
and the speed with which Haughey has about
fumed on the jzzue, is 2 recognitinn both of the
complete fallure of past policy and a mazaive
pofitical problem for Fianna Faill In the sense
that this policy wis accepted in the main by all
sections of the miling class in the south, the deht
crisis is an index of the depth of the political
crisis,

Bt a history of the soccessive failures of ef-
forts at economic development also reveals
something more (undemental abowt the class
structure of the 26 counties and its relationship
to imperalism. Despite the curmenl fashion for
historcal revisionism and the downplaying of
the role of impenalism in the snderdevelop-
ment ol the ecomomy, 11 is clear that the hold of
the pro-imperialist/anti-development elements
in the *Free Siale” was much too strong for the
populist republicanism of any Fianna Fail
goivemnmenl aince 1933, Furthermore, it iz
precisely these elements in apriculture and
finance, politically organised by the Fine Gael
party, which constitute the main hope for
Buritish Initiatives at the moment and which rep-
resent the gretest obstacle to a 32 county
socialist republic. I the debt ensis represents
the hestoricel failure of state intervention to
promote development m the 26 counties, it s
il the failure of more progressive sections of
capital lo ovencome the obstacles placed in the
path of development by o well-entrenched sec-
tog which derived most of its strength from the
relutionship with Britwn and whose free-
market, pon-interventionist stance was just as
vimlent when it mled brnefly after inde-
pendence as it 15 today. In some ways it can
claim to have been vindicated by events, since
the failyre of state intervention fo promote
development lends credence to the free
marketeers nf today.

I sumumary, the debl crisis represents the
faulure of elfort= at economic development, hat
the reazons for this Failere must be sought in the
halance of forces within the capitulist class in
the ' Pres State” following the civil warof [921-
23 The dominant sectorof thatclass, which had
{ed for decades on the relationship with Brtain,

successfully resisted all efforis al development
which threatened their inlerests.

It might he argued that whatever the
relevance of this elass formation up lo sores
sion to the EEC in 1973, the "modemising” im-
pulse froin Eunope wouold be too strong o resist
and Lthal o fundementally chapged scenario now
existed. This is nof correct. A recent article in
the most progredsively onenled hourgenis
paper in the south, The Sunday Tribuse, shows
that GDP per head compared to the EEC
average isabout the sume (63 per cent) as it was
in 1972 or 1961

One of the main advantages of EEC entry ac-
cording to its advocates in Ireland before 1973
whs that hecapse of its naturl advantages in
grassland, Irish agricubllune conld compeie suc-
cessfully agunst others in the EBEC and the
resultant cconomic boom would lead to

ecanomic development in other sectors, par-
licularly agnculture-related. There nndoubited

...the EEC boom
actually reinforced the
dominance within the
economy of those
very forces which
historically had been
the major obstacles to
development: the
large landed interesis
and the banks...”

ly was an economic boom in the 26 counlies
following entry to the EEC in 1973, which
masked the post-oil crisis depression in the
world ccononty after 1974 and there wasa sig-
nilcant ellect on agnculture,

Bue the EEC boyom actually minlomoed the
dominance within the economy of those very
forces which historically had been the major
ohstacles o development: the large janded in-
terests and the banks,

The landed interests becansge the long tenm
effect of EEC subsidies is the very reverse of
that which was used to win small farmers to
vole for EEC entry, namely to protect small
farmers and to rediztribule income: the banks,
because many small farmers, carded away by
the hype during the boom years of the mid-
1970 borpowed heavily from the hanks and
found themselver heing doven off the land
when the boom ran out of steam in the late
1970 At the sume time the govenment became
reliant on bommowing as a way of stoving ofl
harsh decisions on taxation and spending, but
norw that too is no longer and option, The politi-
cal crisia may well lig behind the sconomic but
its effecta on the polidcal map of the whole 15
land are hikely tn be huge.

The problem for the southem bourgeoisie,
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edpesially the wing of it which has dominated
the 16 countics politically, is thal its basis of
support within the working class is croding.
When the previous effons at ndustrialisation
[miled in the 19505, the very existence of the
stale was called into question. I high taniff bar-
ricrscould not grow' pative industry then Fian-
na Fail under Lemass weres pragmatic enough
to make & U-mim and pesitively encourage
foreign investment. The conbract was renewed:
Fianna Fail support m orban aneas was con-
sulidated on the basis of job creation and high
state spending,

MNow, however, the post 1958 stratepy has
run into the sands and neither foreign capital in.
vested nor barrowed can provide the nipetun
for developmment The crisis of the 1950s retoms
wilth renewed force, Though, at the moment, the
hourgeoiric has a massive political majority for
Its austerity policy, a big shake-up in the pulit-
cal situation is Hkely, The beneficianes of thiz
ensa could he the left in Irebamd.

But it 15 the split in the: bourgesisie ssclf
which ix the most striking, Historcally this has
been berween the large landed and banking in-
terests pepresented by Fine Gael and the small
farmers and small towm businesses represented
by Fianna Fail. A combination of the failure of
the Flanna Fuil strategy for cconone develop-
mept with the EEC induced boom in agricul
e, the beselits of which went mainky (o the
targer furmers, has strengthened the landed sec-
tar both within the econumy and politically. An
‘agribusiness’ sector 1s emerging which looks
tothe free market sconomics of the Brtish Coo-
servative Party and to the intensive agricullure
of the American mid west. It is virlently ant
working clazs and, having nothing o ofler
along the lings of the Fianna Fail *development’
pedicy, is likely to rely more and mom on out-
il mepression.

The Fianna Pail wing of the sourthern hour-
geoise shares a comeon history with Slon Fein
ot least until 1926 and & common soeal base:
small farmess, rorad workers and the small town
pelly hourgenisie, whe have relied on the
economc iervention of De Valera, Lemass,
and earlier, Humphrey Guts. It sfiracts more
sipport than all than all the other parties pin
together.

British strategy requines this unstable coali-
tion to hold together and to bring it inte the
mualistrean of pro-imperialist politics. But the
strains ingide this mulli-class paty are such that
it seems likely to fragment us Hooghey's
austeriry propramme begins tohite. This isboth

“Sinn Fein's opportuaity and its weakness: op-

portunity, because ol the possibility of winning
a sipnificant section of the southem working
class away from ite allegiance 1o Fianna Pail;
weikness, because il is only recently that Sinn
Frin have taken seriously the guestion of vr-
ganising in the south. A sociahist leadership
which grasps the oppormunity offered by the
crisis of bourgeois rule in the south, will not
nnly Frustrate British strategy on the island, but
significantly ‘advance the prospect of o 32
coontry soctalist republic.
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China:

Fake figures from fake

socialism

New figures have revealed the surprising extent to which the Chinese stalinist leadership has allowed private
capitalism to grow within the nationalised economy. The following article by ZHANG KAl is edited from the
original published in October Review, journal of the Hong Kong section of the Fourth international.

Under the leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP), for over three
decades China practised fake socialism,
When this met with dismal failure, the
blame was put on secialism and state
vwaership, while a eulogy was sung o
the vitality of capitalism and the private
economy.

The Chiness Mews Agency reponed ‘from a
relighle source® that & leader of the CCF, when
he interviewed the hesd of state of an Afrcan
couniry, stid; ‘from China's experience, 1
would advise you not to practise socialism, or
af least not to practise general socialism.'

Almost at the same time, another CCP
leader, when interviewing this leader of a hlack
gtate, also advised him not to develop a state-
owned economy as China did in the past; in-
stead more private economy should be
developed. (Wen Hied Bao, Chinese CP publi-
cation in Hong Kong, June 6, 1988},

The CCP did not deny or clarify this report.
The two leaders were Deng Xisoping and Zhan
Ziyang.

Since their advice to pther countries is not Lo
prictise socialism, it means China's past prac-
tice was in their view bamcally wrong, and
therefore China should develop a privale
£Conomy.

In fact whiat China practised for 30 years had
nothing incommon with socialism as advanced
by Marx and Engels. In China, after the over-
throw ol capitalism, the dictatorship of the
proletarial, whereby the majority of the people
exercise democratic management of the state,
and the producers directly manage production,
was nol intredoced, On the contrary, there was
bureavcratic dictatorship and severe social in-
justice,

For several years, however, the CCP has al-
lowed the private economy Lo develop in China,
in violation of the prevailing constitution. Last
March, a resolotion was adopled at the First
Session of the Seventh National People’s Con-
gress in revise spme articles of the constitution
— in order officially to protect the legal develop-
ment of Lthe capitalist economy,

But to what extent had the private economy
grown before it was made legal? Probing this
guestion can help predict developments after
legahisation.

Private enterpnses in the whole country,
empioying 3.6 million workers {on avesage 16
waorkers per enterprise); their proportion of the
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total industrial output value of the country was
less than one percent.

In fact the above figures were falze, aiming
to-cover up the real sitaation. Only enterprises
employing more than eight workers were con-
sidered to be part of the private economy: those
with less were desmed 1o be the individual
economy. Yet in ferms of exploitation or
private nwnership of the means of production,
there ir no gualitative difference belween an
enterprise employing over eighl workers and
one employing only six.

Worse, the official fGpures were based un
reports from employers, who were wormed
about official resction, lending to report figuns
far below the real situation,

For example. let us Took w Wenzhon Ciry,
where thie private ccopomy is most developed.
Less than ten private enterprises are registered
with the Industial snd Commercial Bureau,
whereas the deputy director of the local CCP
Policy Research Burcau pointed ouf that in-
dividual and private economy in the city has a
weipht of 41 per cent in the indusirial seclor,
33 percent in the commercial sectar and about
two thirds in communications and transpott.
(Peaple’s Daily June 19, 1988), How can such
economic mclivities be those of jusi lén

enterprises? Yet the figure is the basis for com- |

piling official statistics,

In Juse, a national conference on the smdy
of the private ecopomy was convened in Foz-
liou; about 200 afficizls, theoreticians and rep-
resentative private entreprensurs almost mman-
imonsly agreed that the official sratistics
seriously underestimate the actual dimension of
the private economy-

In Hebei Provines, where the private
economy was not very developed. official
figures show 17,294 private enterprises, Bur
findings by scholars showed thal in just Hand-
ang Region (one of the ten regions of the
Province) there were already 27 (00 enterprises
{based on the same official critena),

The official term of "persons engaged in the
enterprises’ includes both employers and the
exploited workers, thus covering up the
relationship of wage employment. While the
official figure was 3.6 million people engaged
ln the private cconomy, Professor Ge Lin of
Manjing Universily took into account all
workers, whether they were licensed or un-
licensed, employed in enterprises abvove or
below eight persons, and gave the figure of 30

| million by the end of 1987.

The official claim thal private enferprise
constituted less than one percent of industrial
output value is also unbelievable. OF course
there is unevenness in development among dif-
ferent regions; hut examples incloded
Wuchuan in Guangdong Proviece, where the
output value of privale enterprises constmied
4% percent of that in the whole county; in Kap-
ing county it was 35 per cent; 38 per cent in
southern regions of Jiangsu Province; in the
Wenzhou region, the weight was aboul 6 per
cent in industnal ouwrput, 58 per cenl in pas-
senger transport volume and 65 per cent in
freipht transport volume; in Shishi City
Fujian Province the overwhelming fajonty of
niral enterprises are already i private hands.
Shishi City belongs to Jinjiang Counly whers
the cutput value of private enterprises was 61.4
per cent of all output value; in Chuangehon
County it was 67.4 per cenl,

Rural enterprises have alsn developed rapid-
1y in the past few years, According tn Lei Ding,
director of China’s Industmal Economy As-
socintion, up the the end of 1987 there were
15.15 million rural enterprises, employing 79
million workers.

As for the development of individual
enterprises, rocording to an article by Yuan
Zhang, member of Jiangsu Province Flanning
Commilles, by the eind of 1986 there were al-
ready 12,11 million individual enterprizes
employing 13,4 million people — about 14 per
cent of the rofal of workers employed in stuge
und ¢ollective enterprises. His article said that
these figores did not wnclude enterprises: that
operated on a part-time basis, or not formally
or wsually in operation, ‘Therefore the ligures
are much lower than the actual situation.”

Uip to now, the official argument that China
is still pmctising socinlism has been that the
outpul value uf state-pwmed enterprises con
stitutes the majority of the country’s tolal out-
put value.

However acconding to Lei Dong, the propor-
tion of the total output value of siate-owned
enterprises in the national econom y fell from 83
per cent in 1978 to 67 per cent in 1987, The
present trend is that the private economy i
developing to the detriment of the state-ovmed
efitesprises. China is going further away from
socialism, and the factors for developing
socialism are being more and more under-
mined,

Clctober Beview may be contacted at GPO
Box 10144, Hong Kong,
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PHOTOS: Martioe Stead

London rally celebrates fifty years
internationalism

Ernesi Mandel

Among the aulisnce wiers many veterans
ol the movement, some of whom spoke from
the floor, Charlie van Gelderen, an active
supporter of Sacialist Qutlook, was the first
speaker from the platform. Van Gelderen was
preszent al Lthe lounding conference of the
Fourth Intemarional held in Pariz in 1938, at
the home of Alfred Rosner, He regalled the
bravery nf the earliest Uolsk yist militants wlio
frequently had o Ggplit off physical attuck
from both fascists and stalinistz. What was
happening in the Soviet Union today was a
windication ol those commdes,

Cuthenne Samary apoke nn the Gorbachow
phenomena, o theme which ran through
practically all the contmbutions of the
speakers. She underlined the importance of
Thie call made by Ceech dissidents fora
‘popular Helsinki®, and the need n dizcozza
Eurnpe wide charter of basic dempcratic
rights, Such acharter, which should melude

Reviewed by
STEVE ROBERTS

OVER FOUR hundred
people met in London's
Conway Hall on
November 11 to
celebrate the fiftieth
atmversary of the
founding of the Fourth
Intemational.

The meeting was the
largest ever organised
by Socialise Cutlaok.

ag one of its first deanands, the ripht to o pob,
eould unite workers of East and West, against
the effverts of those like Thatcher who sought
to divide Palish weorkers [rom their Brtish
sisters and brothers.

As chairperson Alan Thomen explained
the platiorm of speakers wag selected to
demonxrale the upity of all thmee rectoms of
the world revolution for which the Fourth
Tntemational fights.

Accordingly, the next speaker, Heather
Dashner, a centrz] leader of the Mexican
PRT, spoke op the stugple of Latin Amencan
wonen for basic rights, and the way in which
this had enriched and been inlomied by the
expetience of other women in the Fourth
Intemational.

Two other supporters of Socialist Curlook
who had been active in the movement for a
hall-century then tuck e Boor, Eieen Gersh
explained the conditions under which she had
joined the movement in Bratain m the tharties,
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Charlie van Gelderen

and Alex Acheson, now seventy-nine, spoke
of the lessons he had drawn [om his time in
the movemenL

The last speaker was Emest Mandel, 2
leading spokesperson of the International for
most of the perind of its existence. He
recalled that many had accosed the
Intemationial of being established on the basis
of a conjunciuml sssessment, bul in fact the
Intemational had bazed its=1f on the basis of &
long- term revolutionary strategy. As with the
previons intemationals, the Fourth
Intematicnal was based on a programme and
activitics which expresses the hitorical needs
ul the projestarial.

The rally matked a strengthening of the
presence of the Tntemational i Britain. It alag
atrengthened Socialist Chatlook. A collection
niade at the meeting raised £3200, sucessfully
concluding an appeal for ELCHIITI as down
payment on the joumal’s new editorial offices.
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Tigers the Indian army
cannot tame

Sri Lankan President JR Jayewardene has announced presidential elections this year, a general election (the
firstin 11 years) to take place early next year, regional elections for the northern and eastern provinces, and
his own resignation as President. The 82 year old president (also known as 'JR' or 'the old fox') leaves his
proposed successor, the Prime Minister Ranasinghe Premadasa, a more divided Sr Lanka.

Not only is the Tamil population (25 g

per cent of the total population) con-
tinuing its fight for independence,
but the Sinhalese community is
deeply split, with the JVP (People’s
Liberation Front) launching armed
attacks on the ruling Unifed Nation-
al Party, claiming thai the Sri Lanka
government has suld the island’s
sovereignty (o the 50,000 Indian
iroops now fighting the Tamils,

The presence of the Indian troops in Sn
Lanks and the call for elecfions in the
northern and sastem provinces are & result
of the sccomd mgned between thie Indian
and 51 Lankan governments on July 29,
1987, The accord was foltowed by the 13th
Amendment and the Provincial Council
Act, pussed by the 50 Lankan parliamen:
in August 1987, Bul neither give any real
putononty — let alone independence — {or
the Tamil people. The real power iz given
to a Provincial Governor, sppointed by a Sin
hala President

For the [ast year a war betwesn the 50,000
strong Indian Peacekeeping Force (IPKF) and
the Liberation Tigees of Tamil Eclam (LTTE)
has prevented elections from taking place, The
war has cosl the Indians 500 dead and 1,500
wounded, while the 1.TTE has lost 300 soldiers
end 300K} civilians have died. The war con-
tinues with ns end in sight, thomgh on nioe oc-
casions the TPKF has declared that the back ol
the LTTE had been broken. Citles and towns —
even hospitals — in the pothern and sastem
provinces have been bormbed by Indian planes
Young Tamil men lave been exccured on
sugpicion of support to the LTTE and Tamil
women have been raped by Indian saldiers,

The LTTE has propored a cease-fire since
the armival of of the Indian troops on 10th Oc-
tober, 1987, and on August 9 1988 pmposcd a
referendnm to determine “whether the Tamils
accept e Indo-5n Lanka Accord, whether the
TPKEF should be withdeawn and replaved by an
Intermational Peace Keeping Foree and whether
or ui the LTTE are the repressntatives of the
Tumil peaple’. The LTTE further date that they

are prepared (o accepl the accord if they are |
| the withdrawal of the IPKF a main plank in the

defeated in the referendum. But the proposals

have been rejected by the Indian govemment,
Indin agreed 10 a Nive-day cease-fire in Sep-

tember 1988, This was extended to | (0 days (en-

Tamil guerrilias

ding September 26) after the LTTE propossd a
permenent coase-fire, The LTTE has proposed
high level ralks with India on the provincial
elections in the northem and esstern provinees,
but these did not take place because India
demuanded that the LTTE should hand over all
weapons belore talks conld star, and arrested
LTTE leadess in Madras, who are still in jail.
The day after the cease-fOre ended, India
resumed military operations, killing an LTTE
militant, leaving the LTTE with no choice but
tocontinue the war and boyeott the elections,

The Indian troops had expected n quick sus-
render of the LTTE. Aflier ol India has the
foorth biggest anmy in the world. A muillion
rupess was promised to anyone who couald ger
Velumlar Prabakaran, the leader of the 1LTTE,
dead or alive. Prabakaran has not been caoght
yel, and the LTTE has still not surrendered. The
mazan [or this was admitied by the Com
mander-in-Chief of the Indian Peacckeeping
Force when on 30 Manch 1988 he said that 90%
of the Tamil population are pro- LTTE

The war against the LTTE has also created
growing opposition and brought 300 arrests in
India itself In the Tamil Nadu province in the
south of India the united opposition will make

next general election.
So why lins the Indian govenunent gol itsel§
intiy such a mess? To understand the siluation

| inSn Lanka one has to understand its history,

Two nations in one island.

When the Portuguese first landed on the
island in the beginning of the 16th century,
they found two ancient kingdoms, Tamils
in the norh und eastem provinces and the
Sinhalese in the south. The Portuguess, and
the Dutch who came after them, governed
the Tamil nation as a separate kingdom
without violating 165 termitoral integrity. In
1833 the British imposed a vaified stole
stmcture amalgamating the two nations ir-
respective of ethnic differsnces — laying the
foundation for the natfional conflict.

As elsewhere in the world, the British
changed the economic structure of the
colonics in benefir the interests of the ruling
class in Britain. A plantation economy was
introduced in S0 Lanka, which forced
| hundreds of thousands of Tamil labourers
to migrale to the Sinhaless south of Sn
Lanka, In the 1840= and 1850 & million
Tamils were importéd from Tamil Nady in
the south of India, A Sinhalese nationalism
emerped under the banner of Buddhist revival,
which attacked both the European colemialists
and the Tamils.

For more than 2 cenmry this million im-
ported Tamils lived without any human or
political nghts, in conditions similar to slavery.
With the Citizen Act of 1948 and the Indian
Pakistani Citizen Act of 1949 only about
130,000 ot of more than amillion Tamils were
able to acquire citizenship. Sr Lankan inde-
pendence fom Brtain did not improve the
sitzation for them, The Sinhalese mling class
has over the years done everything possible to
destroy the national ideatity of the Tamils,

Pogroms against the Tamils in 1956, 1958,
1961, 1974, 1977, 1979, 1981, 1983 and since,
have tiken thousands of lives. Sinhalese
colonists moved into Tamil areas in the north
and cast, confiscated Tamil propery and drove
them away from their maditions! homeland.
The natwnal oppression penetrated into the
sphere of langunge, cducation wnd employ
ment.

Tamil resistance

The racial anacks increased Tamil national
sentiments. ln 1961 the (Tamil) Federal Party
launched a civil disobedience campaign
demanding federal antonemy, bul won ouly
empty promises. The situation did not change
when an allionee hetween the pational bows
genis party of Mrs Bandamnaike's Sri Lanka




Freedom Party (SLFP} and the fradi
tional old left LSSP and the Com-
myukist Party came to power in 1970,

Radicalized Sinhalese youth or
ganised in the JVP (People’s
Liberation Front) orgznised a
premalure manmeclion, which was
drowned in blood by the govern-
ment. More than 10,000 TVP sup-
porters were killed and another
13,000 irmprrisoned,

The Tamil youth alao radicalizsed
i those years: but neither the Tamil
Limited Front nor the lelt movement
offered them any conurele political
altemative, So in 1972 the Tamil
Tiger Movement was bom, under
the leadership of Velupillai
Prabakaran. In 1976 the organisa-
tion changed its name to the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam — Belam
being the name for the nonhern and
easterm provinees of Sm Lanka.

Adso in 1976 the renamed Tamil
United Liberation Front (TULF)
cilled for the “restoration and
recomstilution of the [ree, sovercign,
secolar, socialist state of Tamil
Eelam based on the nght to ==l
determination inherenl lo every
nation’, The 1977 general elections
gave a majorty in Pariament to the
rght-wing United Mational Party,
with the TULF as the leading op-
position party.

A new wave of repression was
launched against the Toamils, paricularly
against the LTTE. Large contingenls of irnops
senl in for the “Tiger hunt' brought the Tamil
pating nnder total military occnpation. A new
constitition gave President Javewardene ab-
solute powerand gave the Sinhala language and
Buddhist religion extraordinary stams.

The LTTE

The LTTE secs ltself a5 the political and
military leadership of the Tamil people’s fight
for nalional independence. The leadership of
the LTTE has a marxist polidcal programme
that is very vlose to the strategy of permancnt
revolulion:

“The political objective of our movement is
to advance the national struggle along with the
class struggle, orrather, our fundamental ehjec-
tive is nafional emancipation and soctalist tran-
sitinn of our rocial formation®, “The Liberated
socialist Tamil Eelam would be a revolutionary
ally of the oppressed Sinhatese masses 1o [ght
and destray the bourgenis stale apporaius”
(Liberation Tigers and Tamil Eelam Freedom
Struggle, pp 4142}

Far [mom heing a terrorist organisation devet
ing all its ime to military operations, the LTTE
understands the need for political work among
the Tamil masses. This has of course becoms
extremely difficult with 50000 Indian troops
ocoupying Tamil Eclan.

In order o stop the 511 Lankan govenunent
from being able toexploit divisions berween the
Mushim people in the Eastern province and the
restof the {Hindu) Tamils, an April 1988 agres-
ment between the LTTE and the Muslim United

—

Srf Lankan president Jayewardene with Gandhi in 1986

Liberation Front gusranices the Muslims' rglt
to “secunty, equality and freedom’ and an
agreed share of land and job oppormnities.

Tt was agreed thar in all future land distribo-
Livn, the Muslim people will be entitled to nnl
less than 35% in the Eastern Province, not leas
than 30% m the Mannar district and nen less
than 5% in other areas. The Muslim people will
be entltled to jub opportunitics in the public sec-
tor i proportion to their population in each dis-
toet”

India’s role in Sri Lanka

Afier Jayewsardene came to power in 1977,
Indiz walched with concemn as Sn Lanka's
foreign policy hecame more and mare inde-
pendent from India’s interests in the region. To
{oree Sri Lanka back in line, Indiamade an open
intervention, conducting negotintions for peace
in 5n Lankan capital Colombo, while giving
military raining and arms 1o Tamil militants to
stepup the armed struggle, The ulterior motive
wis o pile military pressure on the Sn Lankan
government and foree the Jayewardene regime
Lir by 1o the regional ambitions of the Indian
Government

Indina goa the Sn Lankan government to sign
an agreement, whicl guamniesd the unity ol the
3 Lankan state under Sinhalese mle, bul gave
zome - limited aotonomy 1o the norhem and
castern provinces. For a year the Indian
Peacekeeping Force was leftro fipht the LTTE,
with the result that the 30000.strong So
Lankan army has not had ope soldier killed
gince the armival of the Indian trocps.

The Indo-5d Lanka accord was rejected by
the LTTE *hecause it fails to meet the mininim
aspiretiona of our people”. 'Thisaccord fails 1o
recopnize the Tamila of BEclam s E;HIJLII and
categorises us only as ethnic in a multisscial s
up... This accord does not identify the tradi-
tional homeland of Tamils and the fght of
unification of all Bela Tamils into one nation.”

International solidarity

The Tamil peaple’s fipht for self determina-
tion and for an independent Tamil Bclam 15 a
just-and propressive fight, which alsn under-
mines the reactionary Sn Lankan and Indian
govemments. All forces 10 Sn Lenka Gghting
for the dght of self-determination for Tanil
Eelam should therefore be supported in thal
fight.

Thig should be done imespective of what one
thinks about theirpelitical programmes and tac-
tics: this 15 especially the cass since the news
blackout on events in the occapied Tamil areas
makes il impossible to assess the actual lactics
ol the Tamil (or Sinhalese) proups involved, or
even ascertain bazic facts. Defending liberation
fighiers agmnst repression does nol commit
marxists lo defend their lactics.

Ther= is no doubt that the LTTE 14 the lead-
ing force - politically and military —in the fight
for a liberated Tamil BEelam. Pan of the intema-
tional solidarity with the Tamil people shonld
therefore be to give the LTTE a platform, so
thewr vince can be heard.

Finn Jensen
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Sectarianism:

The lonely road to
nowhere

DESPITE the best efforts of penerations
of dedicated trotskyist activists to win
forces to their banner, most working
class militants siill know little or
nothing of the politics of trotskyism.

What they do kmow is likely 10 be most in-
fluenced by two faclors: their reaction bo oc-
carional witch hnnting sgainst trotskoyism in the
tabloid press; and whether they are deterred by
their fird impression of & trotsk yist movement
chaoticully and destructively divided into
conntless warring factions and coments.

The taunts of *57 varieties” and the old
Stalinist fibe that ‘whenever there are 3 Trotz in
a reom they are just waiting for the split’ have
mare impact when so few people understand
anything of the political background o the
splits and orgamisational problems that bave
befallen the trotskyist Fourth International
since it was (vunded 50 yoars agn.

The snide jokes also hit harder becasse
despite the constant exlemnal pressures on the
iretskyist movement, many of the most
grievous wounds it has suffered have been -
flicted by its own forces: a key factor in many
cazcs has been the divisive role of sectaran

politics.

Of course il is nol necessary to be left wing
or sectarian in the marxist sense of the term to
suffer damaging splits: the abject confusion of
the former SDP/Liberal Alliance, and the
trench warfare hetween rval Factions from the
oneemonolithic British Commumst Parry show
that. Indeed some splits are the resnlt of heal-
thy nrganisations expelling sectarian forces, or
impatient sectarians finding an excuse to walk
out and form something smaller and more
‘pure’.

However many of the problems faced by
trotskyism are traceable to the conlinuing ten-
dency towards secfarianism — a term which
when properly used is much more than a handy
inmull to throw ot opponcnts. Sectarianism is a
term to descrbe the relationship of a would-be
‘marxist’ organisation to the mass of the work-
ing class.

The first sects were of course the wamng
religious factions within, and then the many
breakaway movements [rom the catholic
church, *Sectarianism’ is stll often nsed in this
way in the media, especially when refernng to

Page 34

r o ASTCS
C

K

vintent clashes between different communities
which reporters classify simply in terms of
relipion —in the six counties of Ircland, for ex-
ample.

The marxizt use of the term focusses oo the
inward-looking, divisive aspect of the sects,
which eut themselves off from rival schools of
thought,

Leon Trotsky, hghting forthe reeonstruction
of the Bolshevik revolutionary tradition,
spelled out in 1935 what for marxists is the
damaging esrence of sectananism; an ndif-
ference to the actual development and siruggles
of the workers' movement, a substitution of
mere slogans and propaganda for active Inter-
vention:

‘It 1= not enough (o creatc 8 correct
programme. I is necessary that the working
class accepl it. But the sectarian, in the nature
of things, comes to a stop upon the first half of
the task. Active intervenlion Into the actual
strugple of the workers' masses is supplanted
for him [sic] by an absiract propaganda for a
marxisl pIOgramme. .,

The sectanan looks upon the life of society
a8 a whole us a great school, with himsell as &
teacher there. In his opinion the working class
should pul aside its less imporrant matters, and
assemble in solid rank around his rostrum: then
the task would be solved.” (Writings 1935-6
plizrm

Trotsky goes on 1o cxamine sume of the
symptoms of sectariamizsm, one of the most
commen of which is to sink into conservative
repetition of fixed, ready-made formulae rather
than developing a living analysis of changing

| reality. He shows that this weakness is in pan

the distorted outcome of the extenal pressurmes
o the irolated, minonty forces of the intema-
tional Left Opposition as they battled for sur-
vival against the rising repressive fide of
Stalinism and against social democratic and
trade union bureancracics:

‘How could an element of secfanianism have
failed w manifest itzelf in an ideslogical move-
ment which stands ireconcilably opposed to all
the dominant organisations in the working
clasz, and which is subjected to monstroas, ab-
solutely anprecedented persecutions all over
the word?”

In part the emerpence of dagmatic, wooden
sectarian politicsis the negative side of dogged
ly independent militants sticking 1o basic prin-
ciples and refusing to bow the knes:

*Relormists and centrists readily seize upon
every occasion lo point a finger af our “sec-
tarianism’’; and myost of the time they have in
mind not our weak but our strong side: our
senous allitode loward theory: our effon to
plumb every political siluation to the. bottom,
and to advance clear-cut slogans; our hostiliry
to “easy” and “comfortable™ decisiony which
deliver from carcs today, bul prepare a
catastrophe on the mormow. Coming [rom op-
poriunists, the accusation of seclananism is
muost often a compliment,”

However sectananism i its vanous [orms
has been o real and persistent problem in the
Fourth Intemational. Among ils symploms:
A wooden 'othodex” dogmatism, expressed
by political currents which have sought o
‘explain’ everything in the post-war penod by
guotations and references to Trotsky s pre-war
analysis. This has ohetructed any serions of 5ys-
tematic development ol the trotskyisi
programme 1o meet a host of new challenges,
The most copspicuous weakness arising from
this lias been the lack of any colierent analysis
or response to the complex role of post-war
Stafinism in Easten Europe and elsewhere: bul
this srame problem has also brought confusion
and divisions on how 1o respond o many of the
petty bourgeois-led revolutionary nationalist
movements that have emerged since Wordld
War IL
sLinked to the damaging impact of dogmatism
has bean the pernicious view that politica dif-
ferences could be 'resolved’ by organisational
splits. This approach helped set the scene for
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Harry D Boer

Marx:’s means learning from the cless struggle: here Trolsky [n 7940 meels

a
with

American troiskyist Harry De Boer, pickel caplain in the massive (rolskyisi-led
Minneapolis Teamster strikes in the mid 1330s.

the traumatic 1953 sprlit which dealt a hammer
biow tothe Fourth International and stuated the
political development and organisational
growth of hoth the resulting rival lactions, The
same politcal method has spasmed a host of
mmilar, smadler-scale splits and ever-smaller
groupings (accounting forsevemal doven of the
‘57 wvarieties’] as sectaran forces chase the
Haly Grail of polineal poriry through nrganiza-
ol moves,

#The 1solation snd persecution of frotskyst
[proes hes always tended to restrict the numbers
invalved, and therelors o foster conservative
miethads of small group pelities tn which tiny
prganisaticns would gof an inflatedidea of their
imporance, and poontise’ their owm narrow
cangems ahave the requirsiments of the work-
tg class

Under these conditions, personad lnks and
uon politiesl factors tended o play an wnheal
thy role_and the significance olindividual leiad-
g members tended to grow out of all propor-
tiois to their political strength, leading to bizarre
‘cull” delisrmations revolving around particular
guru” Hgures — and oceasional splits between
rival ‘gurus’

Though thers {00 comparison betwesn the
relanvely tiny and financiplly squeezed
trotskyist movement and the vast burcaneratic
machinercs created by the social democmtic

and Stalinist pariies, the relalively privileged
position of some full-ime leaders of sectanan
groupings, Wogether with the lack of a sufii-
ciently independent - minded membership, have
given rige to bureanceatic - even despotic apd
violent — internal repimes desipned to epress
any opposition. This ¢an in tum open the door
Lo a total abandonment of political principles.
The most grolesyue example of this was per-
haps the two deendes of political and financial
comption, sexual vialence and personal in-
rimidarion which was evenmally exposed by
the expulsion of Gerry Healy, former general
secretary of the British Workers Revolutionary
Parry, whose politics exhibited all of the most
clarsic symptome of sectadanism.
Howeverother pectanan curments, particular-
ly those coming, like the WRP, from the post-
1953 Intematopal Commuittes tradition, and
based on chansmatic *gum'-style leaders hack-
ed by a dominanl central bureancmiic cligue,
also dizplay serig.s deviabhions from Bolshevik
principles of internal demoeracy.
#The more bizame the politics, odious the
regime, dogmatic and clichéd the thetone and
wild-zyed the followers of any given sect, the
fewer wiorkers it will attract. and the further it
will fall inte the grip of radicalised elements of
the perry bourgeoisic, dnfting away from uny
link to the actual strugples and concerns of the
working class,
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eUccasionally excited 1o new ultimatiztic
slogans by a rise in the tide of class stroggle,
sectarians Mlounish most readily dunng penods
of relative downtum nof the workers' move-
mienl, devising stopans and propaganda which
they befieve to be panuceas, or sceking to sub-
slitule their owm activity (“Building the Party™)
or tiny ‘front’ campaigns, for the mobilisation
of the working cliss.

sllowever some quite large organisations ap-
pear i maintain much more of & connection
with the working class, while retaining a
stoongly- sectaran orentation. In Britain the
Milthani current has comparatively large work-
g class support, but mekes no cfom 8 con-
verl (s programme nio more than a few
propagands demands, and fums s back quite
deliberutely on wmost any serions day-to-day
wutk in all but ne or two selected tiade Wions.

Sumilurly the brilish Sooalist Worcers Party
1= aretulively big sectanan organization, wioch
not oy abstakins from ay Beht o win leading
positions in the wiions, bat also opposes any
seplons fight nthe mnks of the Lobour Pary
thus reducing ltself to the rols of sideline cntics
on the main politcal irruer facing the Brtish
working class

Sectananmsm s not cured by organisationil
nieang - either by growth or by splits and ex-
prlsions: it is not the product of anallness as
such or evil individoals, but the outcome of
eonstant material and ideological pressures on
the fomees of the marxast left

The Bght ngains sectariaism i as old as the
fight for p marmist orgaddsation. Marg and Bn-
gels in the Conimumist Manfeste nsisted that
“The Communizis {,,,) have no interests
reparate and apan from the working class as a
whole, They do o z21 up any s=ctatian prin-
ciples of theirown by which to shape and moald
the protetaran movement,”

Lemin, recopnising the need to combal ultra-
left seclurianism, insisted upon distnbuting o
copy of fis key text Left Wing Compumism: an
Infartile Disorder to every delegate o the
second congress of the new Third { Commun st
Intermational,

Trotsky constantly wamed apainst sectanan
deviations ns the new Fourth lutemational tonk
shape in the 1930s The fight agamnsl sec-
tarianism most continue as part of the fight to
defend and extend the trudilions and
programme of mamism,

Supgporters ol Secialist Outlook believe that
secrarianizm ¢an be combatled anly by
development of a scnious, munded programme
Tor the vlasy struggle, coupled with a constanl
fight to direct the altedtion and energies of
militants and muarkists towards the ceniral
politcal problems and class banles confronting
the organised working class and the masses of
the uppressed. This must run alongside a con-
sistent fight to uphold marxist pnnciples of
democracy and accountability.

By our elforts 1o reverse the pattern of splits
that has chamcterised post-war Britislmaosn
we hope Lo reate A consciously anti-sectarian,
internationalist current within the otherwise
confised cumments of the British hard left.

John Lister
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Nicaraguan wamen mobiiised by Sandr‘nis.'as: what will happen to next year's planned elections?

The worst ever disaster for

1T 18 ONLY now thatl the extent of the
damages caused by Hurricane Joan on
October 22 is being knowno. It is the
worst ever disaster thai hit this couniry
already plagued by fifty years of
military dictatorship, two years ol
revolutionary war, eight years of
foreign aggression, and natural dis-
asters soch as the 1972 earthgquake
which flattened Managu:, and the 1982
flonds.

The front page ol the Micaragoan Nugvo
Frearre dated October 24 had a lrowing pic-
jur= that looked Tke Hirnshima after the homb-
ing. Headline: Here was Blushelds.

O the main port of the Atlantic Coast, the
geqtre of Creole culture, only five housss were
lefi standing, It had a populution of aboul
A0,000 and sirvived on fishing and agriculme.
Bt all the fishing boats, all the plantations, all
the crops, the whole infrastructure of the Allan-
lic Coast have gone. The hurncane hlew at 160
miles per hour. Less is kndwm ahout Paerto
Cabezas since thers is nomore inland access 1o
it. The =llting ofmany rivers and destruction of
15,0000 square kilometers of new [orest repre-
zent & major scological disaster.

Heavy ruins and sirong wands hit the rest of
the countey. The per cent of the population has
bveen made homeless, the main sxport crop, cof-
fee. lias been hardest hit, cighty per cept of i
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Nicaragua

lewst. Theee hundred schools, the froit of many
yoars of the lileracy caumpaign, bave been
neined

Never im its history has Nicamgua suffered
somuch, Butwhat 1z less well known is the way
in whicli the country and its government reacted
to the disaster. The Sandinista leaders oo
panised an extremely efficient evacuation of
some 240, (K0 people from the coastal or low-
lying areas to rafer places and shelters equiped
with [ood and medical supphes. Thanks to this,
the death toll was lmited o seventy-aine

people.

Press censorship was brought Lo prevent
the right-wing La Frensag from creatng panic.
The apposition newspaper's coverage of Lhe
hurmicane was minmnad and it attacked the
government for “militarizing’ the dizaster. In-
temutional aid was immediately requested by
the Sandimistaz, stating that Nicaragua will ac-
cept any type of aid, as long as there are no con-
ditions attached.

The LIS government accused the Sandinistas
of incompetence, claiming that they could not
be trusted to administer reliel assistance” aod
thiat they wanted to use the storm as another
platform for propaganda against the contras.
Buar all Labin America countries have heen
called ‘on to come 10 the aid of Nicarmgun,

land was Cuban. The European Community,

Spiain, France. Belmum, Aostna, the cosiserva-
tive West German govemment, all sent m-
mediare relief, despite Washington's pressures
tir hloek il The British government’s response
wak pathetic, £ [0 was firstannounced, then
£250,000, This heeweveris fur the whole region,
and it is unlikely that Nicargua will pet much
if anything, The solidariy campaign and the
nipin charities lapnched an emergency appeal
and some councils like Manchester, Lambeth
and Edinburgh twinned with Blucficlds and
Puerin Cabesos on the Atlantic Coast sol up
their own appeals.

Rec OVETY will be an extremely slow PIOCESS,
i exirmordinary burden as the econumy was in
deep ctisis already following eight vears of
Foreign agiression. Attacks have since been
catried out by the contras and several civilians
kibled,

Deespite the lack of media covernge, it is &5
sential that the extent of the disasler and s
polincal imphoations should be widely known.
What for exumple will happen to the municipal
elections planned for the next year, Micaragna
needs massive aid so that the revolution can sur-
vive. Long-term solidarity ar all levels is the
vnly mEwer,

Hurricane Appeal; Micavdgua Solidarity

| Campaiga, 23 Bevenden Street, London NI
Mexico seiting the example The Gest plane 1o |

Muria Astorga
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Marzaroli: the changing face
of Glasgow

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK no 11 December 1988/ January 1989

Jean Reilly

Crscar Marzaroli, the
photographer, died earlier this
year at the age of 55,
Marzaroli, an Italian brought
up in Glasgow from the age
of two, 15 famous for his
pictures of Scotland. in
particular his photographs of
Glasgow.

His photographs, which
chromicle the changing face of
working class lile n Glasgow
Trom the 1950s onward, range
from wee boys playing (oothall,
through men and wonen
working, shopping and
eacinlizing, to trade anion mallies

and Orange walka One of the
must striking features of hig
wark is that il caplures aspects of
Gladgow and its people which
are uncliggng so much so thal
you often find yourself checking
the dates nn his pictomes tn
confim in which decade they
were taken.

His fast major work “Shades
af Grey: Glasgow 1956-1987" .0
collection of over MK}
photographs with accom panying
text hyWilliam Mcllvanney, was
an outstanding smceess. We
reproduce here a selection of
pictures from thal book as a
tribute to 4 great photographer
who uzed his talent 1o meeond the
life and culture of the Glasgow
working class.

Pege 37




Gotcha!

The Running Mar
Film, starring Amold
Schwarzenegger.

Reviewed by
TRACY DOYLE

BASED on a story by
Stepben King, The Running
Man 15 a chilling vision of the
future, of the decline of
capilalism into barbarism.
Setin the Amerca of 2019, it
Lakes Lo the limit the logic of
consumenst sociely. The cities
team with the poor and
dispossessed, held in place by
state vinlence and the power of
the media: Giant television
SCIeens On every sireel comer ane
used to manipulate the emotions
and stamp oul any rehellion.
Policerman Ben Richands
(Amold Schwarzenegger) is

Giving the kids the facts
about apartheid

Youth Against
Apartheid: the video
Revo Productions,
Available from Debbie
Epstein, Martineau
Centre, 74 Balden
Road, Birmingham
B32 2EH,
=021-449-4428. Hire
£7, purchase £18,

Reviewed by KEVIN &
JOHN LISTER

YOUTH Against Apartheid is
the title of & pew video aimed
atl geiting the facts of the

Soath African siraggle across

to young people.

The yideo has been mude hy
Revo Productions, a collective of
unemployed youth formed in
Bimingham earhier this year,
Their first work ming for some 44
minutes, and to judge ils
effectiveness in its declared aim
of telling the facts in simple
language for a teenage audience,
I persuaded my 13-year old son
Kewvin to give it a “test drive’.
Kevin iz concerned aboul South
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Africa, having done sponsoned a
cyele ride for Mandela, He
appeared o have picked up a lol
of information from it, bt saw
hath strengths and weaknesses in
the video.

‘T know what they are trying
b, I think it was guite good
for kids who don't know that
much shout South Afnce bul
want to find out more.

"I was most interested by the
things I didn’t know before. |
hadn’t realized that South Africa
had invaded Namibia. And
though [knew about Mandela in
juil | didn’t know Steve Biko hod
been murdered in prison,

*Another really interesting
thing the video told me was how
few whites there are. Out of
rwenty five million people in
South Africa, over twenty
million are black, And I didn’t
know schoolz only teach black
kids in Almkaans.

‘T thought the wse of news film
wie gowwl: 11 was al] easy (o
understand. But the video goes
on ion long mn just the same
format, and this pets bonng. |
didn’t watch it to the end, There
was too much talking in the same

tone of voree by the same woman.

“Ome ather problem was thal
the vides showed why we should

call for sanctions against South
Africa but didn’t explain what
=anctions were supposad (o
achieve.

‘Perheps [ just knew too much
ghout South Africa to sran with. 1
think il the video was vsed in
sections; with some chance to
discuss and ask questions
between them it would keep
people’s attention better.”

Youth Against Apartheid: the
Viden comer with an information
bepkier, and tx destgned for
showing at vouth clubs, schools
and colleges.

directed by his superiors to fire
from his helicopler onto a crowd
of food noters, anarmed women
and children, When he refuses he
is overpowered, The subsequent
misscre is pinned on him, & film
of evenigin the cockpit is
doctored to rewrile what
huppend, and he 15 sentenced 104
prison camp.

Joining with a group of
freedom fighters, e takes part in
a break-out. He refuses to
commit himsell to their struggle,
but his plans to retum to his old
hiaunts are thwartedd He finds
himself caprared and forced to
“star’ in o cull {elevision show
‘The Running Man’, together
wilh hiz fellow escapees.

The studio avdience and
viewers bay for blood as
criminals are released info a
sealed-off and desered pard of
the city, to be hunted down and
killed by 'stalkers’ equipped with
a vast armoury of vicicos
WeApOns.

Taking on Richards und his
cohoris proves oo moch for the
stalkers, whose weapons are
tumed against them, and then
televirion transmitters hidden
deep in the gome arca are seized
by the fugitives.

While this film is probably
aimed mosly at science fiction
fans {especially those who
enjoyved The Termenator and
Robocop), 11 han its share of
thrlling moments,

If you have ever felt real anger
and frustration af the *Gotcha!
mentality of those who never
question the “loadsamoney
philosophy, and swallow the
hypocrisy and violence of
Thatcher’s Britain, you'll Iove
watching the smiles being wiped
off their faces as their stalker
heroes are mown down one by
ome.

Judging from the peals of
laughter of the filn audience, this
point was nut lost.on them cither!

Obituary
Craig Rebertson

IT 15 WITH deepest sadpess Lhal we report the death of
Islington Brigfing supporter, Craig Robenson, who committed
suicide on November [2th. Craig was a long ome fighter in all
the battles of the working class and the oppressed aod a fierce
defender of socialist prnciples. Those who knew him will
miss him greatly, including those with whom he bad many
deep differences. Tf we failed to offer him the support be
needed, we remain convinced thai be would not wish us to
falter in the fght against oppression and exploitation,

—
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‘Claiming
spaces from the
whirlwind’

Storms of the Heart; an
Anthology of Black Aris
and Culfure

Edited Kwesi Owusu.
Published by Camden
Press, £12.95,

Reviewed by
THERESA CONWAY

THIS fascinating book is the
first major anthology of
black artists in Britain, It
demonsiraies nol only the
varety amd guality of black
an produced in Britain
teday, but the issues and
passions thal motivate this
arL

In “claiming spaces from the
windwind’, it allows the artists

themselves 1o speak; about
politics, about creativity, aboul
community and about struggle,
It is dwnning ol the mecism that
pervades the British arns
establislunent both historical
and contem poOrAry.

The pieces are eaxily
accessible, though many
explore complex ideas sbout the
relationship between society,
artist and an. They cover a wide
range of artistic forms; from an
exploration of the Mottinghant
Carnival to a criligue of
Othello, from the visual wors of
Sonia Boyee o Gail
Thompson's account of her
musical career and her constant
search for new lanpunges.

A highly recommended
hoaok, either to devour in front
of the fire or ta dip inlo in those
snatched spare ten minues.

PHOTO: Jak Killby

Gail Thempson

We preseat — in no particulir railcand to gel inland
arder — the books which could ﬂal.iun?.[}ﬁ:h-:nk:alerlhm
Illciin‘ you and your conirades fill beards went oul of fazhion [
in the long winter breaks 00ke nd Russia after he went inbo exile?
between meetings. And soon...
Reviewed ; 1
MIKE by class politics 1945-style by Very lleaven, Looking Buck a1 ﬂ{ﬁ;ﬁ"ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬂﬂdlh
RAWLS Britain's most famous utopian the 10605, S. Maitland {ed.), *m,;mu S ROl Fofen t
The Labowr Party: A Marxist soqaliste. Their advocacy of 8 Virago, pbk, £4.95. Enjoyable  oyuior of Midnight's Children
History, T. Cliff and D. green alfernative is elegant, but and scrious acgounts in their and Shane: Chasscssrtstirall
Gluckstein, Bookmarks, pblk, ~ Ureomvincing. own words of what it waslike  Snuice and majestio in scope—
£7.95, Shamelessly described by fior 3 oumber of feminist women  bapned a1l over the place ©
Socialin Worker as he moat Bearing the Cross —Marrin in those long, lost, long-haired Eocauiilt Of sitked iz in
iRt analiath sinok Luther King and the SCLC, D] days. Mohanssiid.
Trotsky's' you know it miist be Garrow, Johnathan Cape,
good. Secialist Outlaok phi, £9.95. An important Oscar Wilde. R. Ellman, A Scrape of Time, Ida Fink
pitinises-a Rull1evicwis the of the important Penguin, pblk, £6.99. The Bt {;!ch HEL, £9.95 A"
next issoe. mavement. A key book lowards  definitive biogmphy of the greal. 15,000 slloctitn s AoHey
““d“‘tmdlnﬂm“"l*m man who “‘ngh.! that we will about life in Poland dunine the
Time Bomb, R. Franey snd G, Dofh American politicswitha  pever have socialism because it atocnnct by an mwu"]ﬂ‘gm
McKee, Bloomshury, phi, breathtaking range of sources.  willinvolve foo many meetings:  Pojgnant, AT i
£499. g e :
Cdiond Fot Tty Fast Food Facts, T; Lobsteln,  1he Free Econamy and the e ol i o
convincing case for the defence ledﬂ Prmpbh Mﬁ Sirong State — The Polities of an undiscoversd mast P o
and in fmportant contribution to Sub-titled *sorvival guide 1o the Thatchigrizm, A. Gamble, e
fighting for their release, good, the bad, and the really Macmillan, pbk, £7.95.
¢ ugly of fast food”. This handy Carcfully argued and Twenty Years On, M. Farrell
Male Order, R, Chapman and 000k will really put you off challenging analysis of the (ed.), Brandon, pbk, £4.95
J. Rutherford, Lawrence and Christmaz m Tlﬂplltl!l current mgi-.m:. Well worth Powerful co 3 o [rony I:I.I.I.M.'.
Wishart, phk, £7.95. A curaie’s poisoned entrails ol capitalizm reading il only to see where you pasticipants in the stormy birth
epg, but one no male comrmde laid 'h:l'l.‘ wm}" research. disagree wilk it. of the civil ngjhts movement in
fil to read. Some And if you dan't think food's the north of Treland, Easy
provocative thoughts on important, try going without it Lenin: the Novel, A. Brien, reading, fascinating account of
Enaicualyiity ' Paladin, phk, £5.99, tse it ront traditicas it eame
: Favourably reviewed in our to bear on these deviopments.
The Pofitics of Hope, T, Arihser Milter, Time Bends: a pages earlier this year. Full of An essential Christras presest
Blackwell and J. Seabrook, Life, S. Morley, Methuen, pbk,  penctrating psychological for you and your friends. (Sec
Faber, , £4.95, Elegiac £5.99, Emdll:'ﬂ hugtaph_y of insights into the life of the great Back o for x Socialis)
rsonal farewell to working leading American playwnght. man, such as did he ose a family O';"IW'“P’&“I offer),
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A forthright
call for
withdrawal

Northern Ireland: the
political economy of
confiict,

Bob Rowthorn and
Naomi Wayne, Polity
Press, 1988.

Reviewed by
JEAN REILLY

NAOMI WAYNE, a London
based trade umon officer, and
Bob Rowthom, a Cambridge
economist, have developed in
this book a coberent and well
argucd case (or British
withdrwal from Ireland, For
that reason alone itis a
welcome contnbution to the
debate and a timaly one,
given that il coincides with
the 20th anmversary of the
beginning of the present
phase of the struggle in the
5i% counties,

The Rmst s=ction of the book
se1s the scene in a history of the
island from the “plantabion” to the
present day. It is a brief but
lhnr-mfh accoun! of the histoncal
and political development of
Ireland and one wiich socialists
and republicans would have no
quarrel with. This is followed by
an ac¢ount of the sectarmanizam
and discrimination, fostered by
British e, which developed in
the six county statelet together
with an scconnt of the rize of the
civil nghts movement and the
varicus British attempts, snch as
power-sharing, 1o deal with the
enFAINE CRAL

The core of the book, and
what makes it significant, is the
analysis of the six county
ccrmomy and ils economic

rospects — and the clear and

orthright way in which the
authors develop this analysis to
come Lo one precise conglusion:
Britain must withdmw from
Ireland,

The authors provide an
sbundance of statistical
informyation on the cffects of
seciarianism oh employment,
wages, housing, emigration and
slandands of living in the north.

In the final sgction of the book
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the authors take on, one by one,
the arguments against withdrawal
and present Ingical and concise
counier-arguments in each case,

On & more caulinus note,
however, it must be said that par
ofthe argument which Rowthom
and Wayne develop on the future
prospects [or 8 32 county Insh
economy, depend on the
maintenance on both sides of the
present border of a low wage,
highly skilled woddorce.

In addition, the brief
deéseription they give of the 26
county economy, for the
purposes of comparison with that
of the six countics, seems a bit
ton genercus and uncritical. They
note favourshly that successive
Droblin governments have been
ahle to attract substantial
investment by foreign based
multinational companies. They
fail to point oul, however, thal
this has meant that the southem
eCOnOmYy is now essentially a
branch-plant econony and that,
overwhelmingly, the profits
made by multinaticnals are
exported and nod used 1o build &
strong manufactunng or
industnal buss in Ireland.

More seriously, they make the
point very stongly that Britain
shiould continee 1o give aid fora
substantisl perind after the
removal of the troops and the
unification of Ireland. They argue
that not only would this be
Britain's moral duty, but that i
worild be ||rn:-i: , together
with puarantee rehgu:-u-‘ and
civil liberties, lc- induce loyalists
ey acyuiescs in the removal of the
border.

To argue this without spelling
ot how unlikely it is that Britain
wioneld give aid withoul any
strings attached is a problem, The
authors explicitly argue that
Britain, and possibly other
tmperalist powers, would be
willing to give aid in order to
guaraniee [or themselves a siable
friendly neighbour in what is a2
strategne region. This may be
true; but il is not the aim of the
anli imperalist movement.

Thia book is an Importat one
and provides anti impenalist with
much wseful factual infommalion
and cogent analysis. It is alzo
extremely readable and therslore
accesaihle o comrades
unfamiliar with the subject.
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The book's sirengith is its call n:!r British withdra w.n!

Poll tax as social
engineering

The Pofl Tax and the
Enterprise Culture
Susanne MacGregor;
Centre for Local
Economlic Strategies,
1988, 66 pages, £3.95.

Reviewed by
FINN JENSEN

I think, in terms of local
authority services,
people should be paying
for what they get. It has
nothing to do with how
rich you are. In this
country, we are too sold
on the idea that the rich
should be made to pay
for other people’s
sarvices.'

THIS STATEMENT from
Nicholas Ridley, the nunister
in charge of the poll tax, sums
up the ideas behind the
enterpnse cultune. The
consensus around the welfare

staie i8 1o be replaced by idea
of serting a market price (or
services like education, street
lighting, housing eic, As
Noman Tebbit, the former
chair of the Tory party,
argues: why should the ach
pay more Lo, for example, o
council’s street cleaning
services, when the rich do oot
pay more {or washing powder
or bread in the Loeal
supernmarket?

Suzanne MacOmegor argues in
her well written and inlormative
Little bk that "t bold &n
enterprise sociely you have Mt
in demolish the.welfare site’,
She correctly expiains the poll
tax as part of an overall sirategy,
not just to undemine Labour's
strongholds in the mner-cities,

bt a radical change in the social
fabric.

The book not only looks o the
rating syatem but alsn al
privatisation. education, housing.
inner city development and social
gervives, as part of that Tory
strategy. In order to carmy out
such sovial engineering
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‘effectively in rapid ime a
stropg, centralised, authdritanan
stale which brooks no opposition
and makes no convessions” iz
required Hence the need to
attack the work lorce i the
public sector in order to open up
for the privatisation of public
services and to widermine the
standard of living for the
working class by weakening the
Lrade unipmn movement.

The book gives the histo
the poll tax but docs not de
with the sttalegy to defear it. It
notes that neither the Labour
Party, or anyone else, has come
up with allematives to the ofd
rating system, which is also
wnjusl and unpopular

‘Proposals for local income
taxation are now recelving more
symphathetic consideration by
those [ooking for an alternative
o the “poll tax." But a local
income g will only be another
way of redistibuting the poverty
within the inner-cines.

ol

Cnly 8 national progressive
tax can take the money from the
really rich {individualz and
compies), This should he
compined with a sharp increase
. government grants to the
regiony without any strings on
how local suthorifies can nee the
mofiey. Such a radical tax refom
still has to be developed and
campaigned for by the lahour
miovement.
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EEC: Maggie right
for wrong reasons?

The Common Market 15
back on the political
agenda — bt once pgain
thiz is no thanks to the
Labour Party.

The reasen is Tather
Mrs Thatcher’s speech at
the College of BEurope in
Bruges, where she set out
her“visien' for future
European cooperalion.
For her, the EEC iz a
common market, and that
15 how it should stay, The
Brussels bureancrats
should keep their noscs
oat of domeslic alfairs
and let cach member dute
retain ite sovercignty.

The problem for many
ol us in the Labour Party
isthat Mrs T, has
undoubtedly focessed
ATteniion on an issue
which can pose prohlems
for the left as well as for
the right.

When the Labour
conference repeatedly
confirmed its policy of
non-parlicipation in the
common market, the main
reason Advanced was that
the Treaty of Rome and
the legirlation izsued
under it would prevent a
Labour goverument from
implementing the
industrial policies which it
deemed necessary for the
regeneration ol the British
eConomy.

Thus the issue also
revolved around the
yuestion ol palional
sovereigmly, bul [rom a
totally difTerent
perspective fmm the
Prime Mimister's free
market idealogy.

Some wonld have us
believe otherwize. We are
tald that Mrs Thatcher is
trying fo prevenl european
socialism from gaining a
foothold in this country.
Statements made recently
by Jaeques Delors, the
EEC President, to the
TUC Congress held out
the prospect of building a
*social Bumnpe” within the
nexl decade.

However M. Delors
miade it lear that he was
speaking in a personal
capacity — and fora very
good reason. The EEC

Commission is a
collegiate body with a
centre-right majority
amoengits |7 members;
they would never allow
their president to issue
such statements on their
behalf.

The Treaty of Rome
has endoubledly been
changed in recent years,
but not to muke it any
more conducive 1o
socialism: on the contrary,
iz ultimate aim of
removing all bamiers to
trade by 1992 makes it a
perfect charter for big
business Lo shift goods
and capital ro suit their
inferesta, nof those of the
peoples of Europe,

The Common
Agmicultural Policy (CAP)
has emerged virtually
unscathed frony all the
changes provoked by the
Single Eumpean Act, and
CAP payments still
command an excessive
percentage of the Lofal
EEC budget. The CAP
also represents a threat to
the environment, by
enconreging the
denaturing of the soil
through excessive use of
pitrate fertilisers: the
paltry EEC directives on
petrol lead or acid rain
can hardly compensate for
the environmental damage
catsed by common
market food policies.

1t 15 wishful thinking to
believe that all these
disadvantages can be
eliminated even within
the lifetime of a Labour
government. To do so
wonld reguine a
convergence of socialist
Euvemments in every
EEC member state, since
the Treatly can only be
amended with the
unanimous consent of all
ils sigmatones.

This is not o deny the
desirbility of European
Cooperalion i certain
areas, such as
environmental maners,
education, and conmimer
protection. Such
cooperalion musl gecure
the full-hearted conzent of
the partivipaling nalions if
itiz to be elfectve,

National soversignty 1s
therefore the bear
mechanism for achicving

ared] and enduring
conscnms among the
peoples of Europe.

The next Labour
govertumenl must
therefore reclam s
soversignly by repealing
or amending Section 2 of
the European
Communities Act, which
gives effect to the Treary
of Rome and EEC
legislation in this country.

Thiz will enable it to
select those areas of EEC
law which are in the
interests of this country.
Such a step would be
perfectly legal, since EEC
law only operates in this
country by the consent of
our parfiament, which
may be withdmen at any
time the latter chooses to
do =0,

Waklter Caims
Labour Common Market
Saleguards Commities

Any answers?

Drear Soctalint Qutlook

Phil Hearse's aracle (S0
Cictober BE) on the Iatest
redrafling of the
Communist Parry's
programme {*Frcing up to
the Puture") iz far oo
complacent, At the
descriptive level, Heame
wriles 'we can agres with
M1'that ‘Capitalisim is
changing, the working
class is being
recomposed, the economy
ig being restructured —
therelome.., the old
POSE-WAD C O SEnAus |8
useless — we need a new
way forwand ’ Fine, But
while M1 atternpts, from
its own yiewpoint, 1o
develop its neo-reflormist
PTOZrRMME, We are
offered up only negative
criicizme which fail Lo
indicate any fresh
thinking vm the changes
which we are confronted
with,

Unformnately, Hearses
ariicle 12 far too boel 1o
offer much of an
altemnative, hut equally
the conclusion could he
drawn that there isn't onc
on uifer!

Of courze, there isn'ta
completed allernative
{unymore than the MT
thesis iz adeqguate ar
complete] but this does

not abaolve Hearse from
indicaling in more
positive terms the
direction in which he
thinks the answer might
lie:

To its credit MT is (on
its own termis) trying to
develop its programume
even if one may disagres
with parts (or all) of it
Comrade Hearse's arficle
fails to spell oul 507
counter-hegemonic
strtegy toellectively
challenge MT s theses
conceming the
conclosions which may be
drawn from new
developments in Jate
capitalisi.

Yours comradely
Chris Madoc

Gorbachey

Dear Editor

Thank you for Phil
Hearse's interesting and
informative article on the
USSR (Gomachey's
Guamble, Socialisr
Chatlpok, no. %, However,
there was one issue he
neglected o discuss: how
will the reform process
affect the relationship
between *communism’
and the Social Democratic
parties in the westem
world, It may be oo carly
to make a judgement, but
there are already sipns
that Moscow may apply
some glarnost (o the
hirtoric breach of the
Second and Third
Intemationals. A more
concihislory attitude
tovwards right wing sncial
democrats — in east
eurppean publications like
World Marxisf Review —
iz becoming increasingly
evident, much o the
consternalion of anumber
of ‘pro-Moscow” purties.
If Gorbachey should
attempt to end the historie
division between Social
Dempmcracy and
‘Communism” then
revolutionary marRiss
may well henelit from the
political differentiation
that such a move would
crenle, We shonld watch,
and where possible, be
involved in facilitating
this process,
Jeft Richards
South Australia
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