Tha pickst lines cutaide Grunwick and the fire stations were
malntained throughout the Xmas and Mew Year pariod. They
demonsirated the desire of the Fire Brigades Unlon militants
and the Grunwick sirikers 1o win thelr struggles. But what
both groups of workers conlront s an Imporiant and powerful
obstacle: the Labou- Govarnmenl and the TUC leaders.

For if s an opan secrat that il the TUC had decided io back tha
FBU, organise solldarity actlons, and campaign against tha
10 per cent norm, the strike could have been approaching &
successful conclusion.

inatead FBU members stand outside thelr fire stalions,
isplated and cold. |1 they are defaated 1t will have bean the
TUC, acfing undar Callaghan's insirections.

GRUNWICK
FBU

OUR

COMPANIO
OF HON

Jack Jones clalmed thal he accepled his high award
[{Companion of Honowr, or Capltalism®s Hireling] nol lor
himsalf bul for the trade union movement as a whole in
recognition of its serrces to the nation. This s somewhal of &
distortion as the award was not offered to Arthur Scarplil, tha
Grunwick sirikers, ortha FBU.

It was offared to Jones as the foremost Labour llsutenant of
Capltal. And there can be litlle doubl Ihat he deserves i,
though In all falmess i should ba shared with Tom Jackson,
Len Mumay, Foy Graniham, and Hugh Scanlon [RIF]. it I8
thanks to them hat ths Labour Governmant hae been able to
sarve British capitallam, a {sct recopnised aven by the anii-
Labour ruling class commenlator, Feregrine Worsthome, He
wrode inlasl Sunday's Talegraph:

‘Labour Includes In ils ranks a significantly higher proportian
of rulers, with an instinct for Governmenl, than does The
Conservalive Parly .... Labour looks now, bolh steady and
asiute, malistic and ruthless ...

Exacily! Standy and asiule in defending capltalism. Ruthless
in dealing with any working clase opposition,

One lessan we have to leam from 1877 is that when a Labour
Gavernmeant Is in power all the political weaknesses of the
labaur movemeni come righl oul Info the open and eripple the
clase struggle.
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Adverilabng 01-X55 BIT1.

The Tenth Year

TEH YEARS AGO tha world was shaken by & swacassion
af startling svents. The Matlonal Libaraiécn Frani In
soutnarn Vietnam laonched fa Hew Yaar milidary
offensive which shattered American morale and
siccoeded in inagiring & mass movameni against tha
war throughout tho world, & few manthe later France
was shakan by & genarsl Birike involving ten mililan
#orkers ocorpykng their lactories. The ensuing political
arigie shook tha antire Gaullist apparates and ‘order’
was restoned anly with tha ald and collaboration of tha
French Communist Pary.

Thres monthe alfar the May asants In Franca, the
Soviat Unlon ard i5a 'Warsaw Past gubordinales invaded
tha Crechogiovak Soctalsl Aepublic 1o destroy the
quua Spring and Dubosk's 'SHcialism with a human
Faca.’

The developmenia of 1863 hruughl on o e palitical
stage a new layer of militanis not baund by the dogmas
of aither social democracy of Sialinism. Coasisting
initially of studants, theair inflvencd Spréad bo newly-
radicalised workars and tha rasult was tha largest
gn:!'#'lh grparianced By Lhe fevolutionary movemanl
simca the Twenties

Vihat has heppered over the lasl 1en years has
revaabsd the sirenging and the weaknesses of tha far
latt, It is & fact 1hat, in general, only tha Trotekyisl
sagment ol Lha revolullonary lell, ar that which retainad
many of the elemants of Trotskyism, has managed 1o
guivive and grow ower Lhe pasd decada. The Maoisi
proups are in arisis, which is due to the precaricues and
wnstabla politlosd siipation which exisis In GChing, Some
have moved 10 explicilly raformial pogitlons: otherg
have broken with thelr past and embarked on farrorisi
Incarsions — arefiaction of pally-Dourgacis impatianse
and despaifl,

The dilemena which has confronied the bulk of the
nan-Trotakylst ket has baan 1ha aititlude it ahould adopt
lowards the mass organisations of the warking class. In
italy, tha ! Manilegio cumenl opedales aa & putiic lel
laction of the Commurist Party. In Portegal, the PRP
(B8R} raferred to the Soclalist Party &8 8 'seclal-lascial’
pay and announced (Me mMmminesce of  armed
insurrection. The |atter organisation has wrually
ggruneamd. and tha formear could well relum to the

This doas not maan that ihe Fourdh infarneisonal or
other curranta not alflibcted with the abowve disessss
should show any -signs of complacancy, Our cenimil
strategic 1ask 18 10 Mind & moad 1o the Mmasess in iRis
period. Partugal markad an important faliore In this
respac]. Washould try and make Spain a guccaas. Il Lha
Franch efections in March rasull in a victory for tha
Socialist Party and tha Sommunist Parly, thatar let] will
face & Serious tasl, The nexd Genaral Elaction m Britain
willl confront the far laft in this country with important
choioes &s wadl

Im that samssa (ne appearance of Socialist Unliy is a
small and modest siap foraard. |f sugporied by the
Socializgl Workers Famy il could become a raal pare for
attracting forces in favour ol class struggke

Tha |ast ten yaars have also sean {he riga of nes
Autonemious movements — woman’s and gay hberation
bﬂ"’";l thig mast importeni — whisch have forced 1he
Marxig! &l 1o bk &nd formalale ita deds on sexual
poditics, Furihenmaorng what has baan branght oma wilh
a vangeasnce ia the central importanca ol sociafis
democsaoy as the only serious alternative 10 bourgecls
democrasy. The ravalutionary lell has only sacanlly
pegun to ake (hese quastions seriously. One of the
resulis in Britain . was tha lrunching ol Soclaliar
Chalianga :

In the soming year wa will continue our fight for
spcialigt unity, DUl we will in addifeon  atress the
necessity al fighting for democratio rights throughout
the world. We will give axtandad coverage fo political
prisonars throughaut the wardd and try @nd launch
campaigns for some of thom with tha feip of supporiers
Qroupa in ihie Sountry

The basi way ot showing that Jimmy Garlar's 'ooncem
for human righla’ ls ullar ﬂﬁmﬂﬁﬂ-ﬂ? i& 13 pal aur Gwn
idaas into practice. The tenth year will fsst gur
capagities on many fronis, Whather we pass these tesla
degandson 8. Dencuncing the 'belrayals’ of others will
no longer be regardad as a sufflalent sxguse

¢ .. not better,
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The economy in 1978

by CPS

il e Y

much the same’

ACCORDING TO popular
belief, British industry s
beset with restrictive prac-
tices, defended almost to the
last barricade by reealcitrant
trade unions whose members
are, by comparison with
workers in other countries,
lazy and rresponsible. This
i5 the popualar interpretation
of (he fdes that productivity
i British industey I8 too
amall in comparison with
Briiain's competitors.

Were productivity higher,
that 15, wers the lbour cost of
prodistcing goods and services
wer, then the goods and
services  produced would  be
chesper. 5o people would want
b buy more, and this increase
in demand would geénerate
increases in emplovment o
arder 1o produce e highes
aniput. Further, the increase in
demand would make it worth-
whike For capiraliacs ol in
more factories and more
machines, and the higher
profibs would provide the funds
for this incrensed invesiment,
Finally, hkipher inwesiment
wonld generate Further in
creases in producivity, and so
e cvile cominses.

NOTVICIOUS

Thas cvele g clearly a wir-
tuous’ one rather than a
“wicious® one, because b
produsses selfsmstained
growth, Moreover, if the
iocicases in predoctiviey whicl
begin the cycle are orented
townrds the expor-producing
sector, then the cvcle could be
‘expori-led' and therefore
could anticipate Lhe imcrease
imparis coused by the increass
in demand consequent wpon
full empboyment. This wouald
avoid the necessiny for the son
ol “slap-po’ polsies which hayve
characterised the Arirish soomo-
my aince 1945 Lamly, since
productivity prowth would
enatis earnings 1o rise withour
4 oarresponding rise in prices,
everyhody benefits,

Mow o5 gulte true Char
productivity, measored a5
output per head in mano-
facluring indusiry, has grown
mare slowly in the UK than in
othér mgper Buaropesan oodn-
tries, . Ower the peried
1955- 1473 manulaciuring pro-
ductiviry increased: ar an
RverBge annual rate of abaul 5
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Britain's 1978
surplus *will
be bigger than

L T

perooenl i Wkt Oermany,
Francs, Italy, Belgium and rthe
Metherlands, a3 apainst 3.2 per
oeni in the LK. This muy ool
seem a bip diffecenice, but the
curtilative effest aver oearly
K} years is substantial, From
ihe beginning of the period to
the end, manulaciuring outpul
per worker increased by just
over three-gquariers In the LK,
cormpared with nearly one and a
hali times in she other five
calnlries.

Furthermare, becanss ol low
productivity geowth, unit
lnbour costs [growth of money
wapges divided by growsh in
output) have risen much faseer
in the UK, Betwesn 1964 anid
1974 unil labour cosis i mail-
Tacturing industry grew at an
average annual rece ol LT ner
cenb in the USA, 4.7 per cenl in
France, 5.5 per cenl in West
Germany, 3.8 por conl in
Japan, 6.2 percent in [raly, and
T.1 per cent in the UK. And
becanse of low productivity
growih, in the decuds.or 5o 1o
1973, real pasimings per bead in
manufaciuring industry in
cvery comparable couniry
[except the LUSA} grew al al
Le=asr twice the race achieved in
Lthe LK.

STRONG PRESSURE

S what then are the
prospecis for LATRT First of all
thieee will be SOOI PrEisrd 1o
keep wage increnses as low s

pissible, on the argument that
Britain cannoc afford risss in
witit Jabaur coats bigher than
het comnpestitons, And secondly,
there will be pressure 1o
improve  productivity. by il
greasing the amount of autprl
producaed by each worker,
These twio  phénomena
comprise what is meant by 'the
resiructuring of capial’. Itz a
response by the capitalist class
1o the fact that the rate of profit
is teo low o malsialn
accomulation successTully.
Money thar would be used for
investiment in industry il profits
were. high enough is instend
used for speculative purposes
o is irvested overseas, Har this
slluation-cannol be malalaiad
for ever, since the money s
used uliisately lbag ds 3olrce
the production of goods and

services; for these o expand
then productlvicy has oo
INCTERE.

So capltal must be resruc
aredl, through mergers, take-
overs amd bankrupicies, in
order thar Bravish caplialism be
made more effcient, Which
tdustries then wil do well in
1%787 Food manufacturing,
chembeals, cepecially soap and
detergent, mechanical and
elecarical engineering, especial-
Iy indistrial plant and  soeel-
work, ind electronic coempuders
bave all moge then matched
increass] il peRelralion
with higher sxpori sales in the
last lew yedes, The same can

SMHIALIST UNITY STEERINCG: COMMITTEE
Sumday, 15 Innuary, al ooon

Yenue! please note change — 32379 Lippar Street Londaon NI,
(oearess tabe: Angel or Highbuey and Islingron)

4 warkerns and cuptal
dahks aon oo wnrd

hacdiv be said for meal
manufacioring, vehicles  {ex-
zept tractors) and fexciles,
Indeed, over mapuiaciuriog
inclusiry as a whaole from 1963
o 1976 lmports rose from 17
pr cent Lix 25 per cent of the UK
market, and this will probably
inerease thereby reinforcing the
mecessly [or restructuring,

UNEMPLOYMENT UP

Mow it i troe that =1 Tore
caste sugeest B small rise in
Living standards mesl vear alter
the severs squesze of this year,
Earnings will rise elightly fasier
than prices, but profits are still
oo oW Lo SUpPparL  any
susinined expansion of fmvesd
ment,  Conssquently,  the
grovsth ol national jocome will
not be sufficient % reduc=
upemnpoyment. Decsmber un-
employment  slands al
1428 (0 or 6.0 per cenx of the
workloeee, aid - the  Goveen-
memt subsidy treining prog-
ramms covers ancther 33,000
people. Bul the labour foros 1
growmng by L0 2 month,
and all forecasis sugeesl a
steady imcrease in unemploy-
ouent. Thus seal growih lo the
econimy will be small, and
mare peopde will he withour
obs. Those with jobs will see a
rmall rise in their living
siadards, aod investnsent may
recivver slightly i profics
continne 1o jocrease — but the
basic  piciure is one of
continued reasssion in order (o
continmee the restructuring of
indusiry, Indeed we could say
ol the British eednoomy & was
nnes said of the dying Prince of
‘Wale: 'He'ls not beccer, be L3
much the same’.
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In 1977, the women and the men who had merched out of
George Ward's gates to demand basic trade union rights
made an indelible mark on history,

Whatever (he eventunl outcome of the strike i Grunwick
— now In its 16ih month — the pickels who massed in
support of the predominanily Asimn sirikers showed the
infolerance of the workers movement for the sweatshop
conditions that continee o glorify the flag of free

enierprise.

The leaders of that movement well deserve Fleel Street™s
sicolude us their People of the Year. The Labour
Covernment, which has bowed to the Luw Lords, and
despatched coschlonds of uniformed thugs to Willesden,
The TUC, which dutifully took the 11 July mass picket for o
tour of MW Loadon’s beck sirects, and has obstructed every
attempl to deprive Gronwick of iis essential services,

The Rais of the Year award is reserved for the leaders of
APEX unid (he postal workers” unlon, As 1977 drew to its
miserable close, APEX suspended from union membership
the Grunwick strikers who upset the TUC by fasling on its
doorstep, while the UPW imposed fines of up to £500 on iis
members in the Cricklewood sorting offlce who had refused

1o handle Ward"s mail.

Socialist Challenge hus no  difficolty in selecting  our
People of the Year. They are the Grunwick strikers who
comlinue (o baitle againsi such despicable opposition within
ihe warkers” movement, quite apad from the armay of siate
forces assembled against them.

These are (he commenis of some members of (he Strike
Commities aboui their experience of the siruggle.

JAYAREN DESAl worked as a
dress machinist before she
took a jobad Grrunwick in 1974
She had lefi the Goperal state
m India o live in East Alnica
whient the marvied, and in 1968
the lamaly came o Hrtan.
Grrunwick is her fiest cxpericace
of o sirike. 11 is unlikely to be
her st

'S0 many Asian  peopis sy
that the unioms do nothing Tor
them”, she says. 'Sa they don't
ol or they shop pavimg thelr
dues, Bat wilsar they must do 18
rokse thedr woice and ask the
leadership what"s gning on

“They have to sand (ogether
organise themmielves, and join
with the trsde union mone
et

‘The Covernmanl doezn'l
wianil e do - anviking aboul
Cirunwick — that's what we've
observed the whole year, |
think we have dope everything
possible. Bui the union hasn'i
acied propery. amd the TUC
didn't mowve

The suppori for us has ol

dhel. From the renk wnd fleit is
the same. The TLW has s e
that support, that siremgll omd
that poiwer.”
PAT COLLINS worked al
Cimmwick fog six wears as 4 van
driver, O 11 July — the firsi
doy of mass action — Pan and
sin oiher drivers marched out of
the gates to join the sirike. He
has ne dounbt what it would
menn {0 lowe i,

"Mher workers in o simdlar
suludticn’, he savs, “will Feel
Lhssre 15 0 POEt Sirikiiig, anid
|Jmhu5-'. DT MUCH peXI0C N
being in a union. That's why it
would #e a big blow 1o the
whiole movemeni

Tr*s been o wonderful fight
I"ve been very surprised thag
peapile who knew nothing
about Irode - unians  could

Bociene 50 Bt | WAL in 4
union for most of the rime a1
Grumwick, bai mow | feel that
the ety hope the working class
has got is to belong

["ve spoken @l meshings on
whitt was happening insicde the
Itrem, the thredls amd 30 ool
And the larce af Ward's
so-called ballor, when we were
all erowded o (e canleen so
[t i1 cowld book ower voul
shomlder to see what von
marked and you were l=fi in no
douht wha! would bappen i
v winled & whign.”
MAHMOOD AHMAD who
comes [nom Pakisian, workead
ai Grunwick for just  thres
weeks before the strike began
The struggle, he says, has
changed his life

Tt's nll besn expericnoe, [fve
heen lemrming all the fime
Bedire the sirike | coukin’t
hive spoken o a crowd of
peOpbe, argeed my case o
court, spokén 1o MPs aboat
our peodrlem. Mow 1 can speak
1o & crowd of two thowsand. ..

‘I've become much more
politically aware. I'm thinking
off carrying on with some of the
iskizel  1'weE  CoumeE  BCTORES
lighting WATFF anid  the
Malinmal Fromi; dealing with
the  problems of  immigran
people i Uids cowilry. 1've
joined the MNational Council foe

Civil Liberties and ['m &
member of Bremt Trades
Council

‘T think the strike has
encouriaged Asiams o tnke an
active rolein the unions. Abowd
Ball’ the Chrunweck strikers are
woinkehh and vou just wouldn'
gxpect licdklan women W be
involved in a sirbke, gelting on
to 8 pleket line and arguing
their case, because they thought
that wasn't right, Mow they're
the leading peaple.’

Students fight
for nursery

hy MARY RODMCHE

THE NURSERY at Liverpool
Paoslyiechnic is sale Iram claswre
— femporarily. Icis finomced by
the stadepts' wnion, and if
erudents vore 10 clase i1 nd next
manth's general meetog, they
wonld be  kicking ool 20
chikdren, puiting four people
put of work, and forcing
pirends wich childrem al the
pursery o lepve Lheir conrses,

The attempl to close the
nurssry is being led by the
shudenl wman |.'I:Il."Eil.'.l:'I'.[. a
rughy Fanatic, who wants (o use
the money for apores facilities—
for himselfand his friencs.

IThe Women's Group. and
Soviglist Society &L the Foly

have ssrablizhed = Mursery
Diefence Cronp to link up with
the campaigns of i Mational
Organlsatzon of International
Sacialist Srudents and of Broad
Lefi members. Local commu-
ity pipers ami the Women's
Aczion Group in Liverpoo] are
demanding thar Social Servica
provides the backing vo expand
TNeurEery.

Dhuar defenos group has soored
its firal swocess by maohilising
sludents: W vote t0 koep the
nursery open. This is the kind of
Lol actividy that is necessary IF
the campaigns of the batkonal
Lnion of Students against cois,
unemplayment and disceioina-
tion are ta be more than paper
palicaes.

People of the year

r o

Mermbars of the Gruawick strike commities. Top left: Mahmaud Shmed, . Bill Heywood;

T
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glarding Irand: Pat Collins, Kamlash Gandhs,

Paper censors women’s

THE IMAGE of women is, of
couTss, rourinely fashuoned and
digtorted by the newspapers,
which ar the same time are
lbappy [0 suppress news and
information onwomen's rlghts.
I Hull, this comsorship also
extends 1o the advertising
salumps,

When the Hull Warking
Women®s Charter Group
recently held 2 confersnce
enritled “Women's Oppres-

‘ EF PAULINESTANTON

sing', wearrempied to gdveriise
in in the Sl Dally Malis Whea
Lse secretary ol the group firs
ring the paper she was old —
after a pawse — Liat as the gatle
ol the eonlersnce might case
offence?), slie would have o
persanglly come into the office
toplaceche advert

Wit Lhen ensusd was a3

1
-

ridiculous charade of taking the
advert in, being told by the
counder staff thos it would have
o be dealr with over L phone
and then, neo, i couldn't, eic.
Theadverinever appaced.
MMeanwhile, the MNational
Fromi is regularly allowed to
advertlse n the paper, as is the
anti-abortion: Life owtfit. The
Beatlanal - Abortiou  Campsign
has had its adverts banned.
The Working Women's

nEatied:

.|"-.
R

Wipl Maglani, Javaban Desai

adverts

Charter Group in. Hall - has
complained to the local branch
of tlke Mationa]l Unbon of
Journalizts and o0 SLALDE. We
hnvealsowitten to the edibor of
et Hul! iy Mall, whsch
happens 1 be owned by
Weatminsrer Press —  the
company Tesisting the demancd
for a closed shop by journalists
in Darlinglon bécause this
would be & chreat to “press
feoedaem']

Phata: CHRIB DAYIER
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FELU picke! of TUC Geneval Counmen! an 21 Decambar,

‘They’re crucifying us?

GEDFF POXON is secreiary of the *E’ division of the
Fire Brigades Union's West Midlands region. PETE
BILSON is chairperson of the Wolverhampion branch
of the FBU. Just before Christmas they were
interviewed for Socialist Challenge by Bruce Young.

"This isn't & stmke in the
nommal sense', argued Geoff
FPoxon, "where an employer has
limited resources, [ vou take on
ihe Government, they haven't
ot limdted resoanoes.

“They call in the army, they
call ike police foree, they call in
the. media. They callin thewhaole
dammn stracture of the State.
And they're mobilising agalns
us very, wery effectively; o
crushaproupof workers'.

Geoll Poxon anst Pete Bilson
areleading membersof the FRL
i Waolverhampton. They were
militanis before the sirike
began, and they are militants
now. Bt as Geoll Poxon said:
'The grestest political lesson of
anvbody's Hfe iz a srike’, and
both men have learned o loc
from the first sirike in the
history ol the FHEL .

Reviewing the progressof the
strike, Pete meade the point that
the Governmend has operaled a
two phase sirategy, 'The firse
e WS d shime campaign and
the sccomd was a starvation
campaign’. Bui for Bilson, ‘the

Iaggest stab in the back came in
the form of the Finance and
General Purposes’  Sub-
Committes of the TUIC and its

government?
‘Mo, for the sake of the CRI,
the Tores and the Lib-Lab

paci’,

Geoff said he was nod “politi-
cally maive”, bul even then the
decision of the Finance and
Geperal Purposes Commibties
surprised him: '"We expectsd
them to come ouwl and say, same
a5 Lirdnwick, we Support you —

TUC votes

THE TUC Ceneral Cowancil
vated by 2010 17 nad [0 Suppar
the FRL! sirike on 21 Decem-
ber. Thoxe wha voted (o defy
the Comgress policy of oppos-
ing the L per cent limit were:

Seanlon (AUEW),  Druin
(AL, Daly (NUM), Pati-
erson [TOWL, Smith (LHCA-
TTy, Jackson (LTPW), Weaghetl
(HNURY Allen (Shopworkers),
Eccles (MWL, Baker (M-

WL, Sira[Steelworkers), Chal
mers (Boillermakers),

Basnet [(GRIWL), Bottnl
{Apriculturnl Workers), Lryveon
(Dyers and Bleachers), Mac-
Clougan (Garment Worksrs),
Maddox (Bakers), Llowd (LI
ATTY Spanswick (COHSE),
Christopher (Inland Revenus)

Harry Unwin (TGWLY) ab
stained, Jagk Jones was on hal
Miny,

refection of U lremen’ s case”,

Ceadf Poxon detialed the
polac: *¥ou've pat hypocritical
people  bike Scanlon, wlhode
members are gesting |7 per ceni
cises undes thetable. You've go
Lawrence [mly and other so
called soctalists, And they po
oul and crwcify 35,000 people,
for whatt For a socialist

and then forgst 4. 1 never
eapecied financzal suppor, b
1 expected werhal, moral
suppaert. Bul they sven jurned
thatdown',

The failure of the TEC o
support the sirke meane thal
organising the sirike and the
supportil atiracted fell on other
shoulders, So how could the

asks RICH PATSER

alrike bewon®

For Pete Rilson: “Solidarily
15 ceaentlal. We have used our
ultimate weapon — B slnking
— gnd =e have to win, begaoes
aoce wi've used thar ulimaie
weapon, there is mothing else we
can use. We have 1o maintain
this strike pol just for our
immadinre claim, bui for all
clapms thar sdght oecur within
the fireservice in the future’.

For Poxen, the kev o
mauintaining the sirike was
money: 'If we don't get the
finances inwe' il lose eventually,
S0 s Al o do wilth bow 1s
organise colbecliong, conlribu-
thoms. It's organisacion of the
lett and the inede undons that
GRS,

“Libink this steike slvows (hat
the l=ft is disorgmnised. It's
rallled wemendously, and the
public have, around the banner
of the fireman's strike, but it's
slili disorgamsed”

POLICE SYMPATHY

When the sirke began, there
were peparts of many members
of the police showing their
symipathy for the sirike. The
sxperience in Wolverhamprono
sugpests differsnily, CGeaftl
thoughl that Minially tleey were
allin faveur®, bud "nove, letus be

Ii was jusi six months ago that the miners” national
conference decided (o refect productvity dealing, and
insbend submit a claim for £135 a week. Since then the
right wing onihe NUM executive, led by Gormley and
Dialy, have iried manoewyre afier manoeuvre © re-
verse or over-ride that decision,

Thiev began by continuing (o
teporiate a narionally agreed
productisiry deal, A natianal
ballar of rhe uninn membersidp
was Then held, which agan re-
wondingly rejecied an lncent-
ive scheme. S50 the cxecutive
came up witl a loophale, They
sanctioned the negotiation of
incentive schemes af local bevel
wiick — by creaiing different
wape races in sach area and
spliiting support for the E135
claim — have precisely - the
anme effed s o national pead-
ucrivity deal.

But weakening the [ghting
umity of the ueion 5 exactly
what Dalv and Goomley ars

afier, and oow Lhey hape thai
the more local deals that are
concluded in eaalv-worked pits
und areas, the less suppor there
will be Tor a fight for the nat-
{anal claim.,

COMMUMIST FARTY

This was recopoized by the
lefl wing on the onion execur-
tve, based on Scorland, Kent,
Yorks'uee and the South Wales
arcas, Bul gt the =ame rime,
lefia ke Mick MoGahey of the
Communisi Party have condin-
wed o pledge themselves o
Yimereased pradoctivity”. And

trathiul, they harven't helped us
atall.

"We've had old age
pensbaners gving us 2p, buol
these pedicemen whore caming
rhee equivakent of EETand E1L6E
wiek and who are riding on our
hitch = thir secrelary says that
if the firemen gt 30 per cent,
thiey wanit 3 per cent — haven't
the guts o do anyibing
themselves

HO WAY

“We've asked them L they'll
bhove n colbecling box at the
police siation; oo way they'll
tonsgch that, They say they most

maintain neutrality. They keep
lalking about orders. Weil, 1
read that [n the ™Muremberg
irialsaswall’,

HO ICE

Tt lanesi offer from the
empoyvers cul o doe with edther
of the men. Pele pointed out:
“Ten per Cofil [0 BOHTE of our
members is not 8 wage increkse
n poney terms, it is 8 wages oot
Al pregeid some of our incobess
qualify for the family income
supplement, Bui with t=n per
cenl onn Lhe basic wage thiy
waon 'Lgelit,

‘Inmoney terms we're alking
i perhaps a £3 increase in
1ake homve pay with the loss of
all those allowances which
firemen can per al present o
help feed amd clothe cheir
children.,’

Hoth Pere and GeepfT argned
these were even peoblems with
the present FBLE claim of
averagemanual earnings plus 10
per el The average wags
being ndvocated is  thal
pubdished in the Mew Earmings
Sureey which 158 at least  ten
months ol of date wheo i is
puldished. Meither & woder any
iflusion a ko the dif Feulties of
winning evenchat claim.

Imihistespect, said Geall, the
betraval 6l the TLC "aannsd e
(R T TRIRTRTTE I

ACCEPT CONDITIONS

"Thiey went wpainst et 0w
Conpress  tuling for  dree
cullective bargainbng, Thes tokd
2 union (hat was on odVical gl
natiopal strike o nccepc the
Covernment™s conditbens, the
same conditions the Congress
voled agatnsr by accepting fres
allecrive bargaining'

Bur if the TLIC sedl-our mide
the strike more dilTienll o win,
it and the strike itsell has had
other el Tocs, Elfeciswhich will
bring Fkirtle - comforlt o the
leadership of the TUC, Geaff
Foxon's finnl coamment was an
by the srrugeie as 3 whiode had
allected thearrikers

"Poslidizal consciouwsness has
rizen & hell of & boc. I's bard 1o
mrupe, bt bk i sag, They're
more ready loo stand upTol
theenselves, and they're more
residy o stand up for ol
peaple. Tharisthemainching,

Behind army moans

Ymnus was he excuse used for o
serbey ol minam siories abowl the
siab drenps. Collections were beld,
dienatings were solicited and the
mrpubar presy veos Tull of sob @nries
ahrut the scalbe im wnifrm.,

Amidel the parBage 3 few
interestimg Emcls vristrpei:

* The majur apge=al far ihe scobs
collecied £ 100, (HHL O vhis £40 000
e Fasm e SOUree Lluyds
Undereriiees, whe moanoge the
weprld’ w insuraned husiness,

* Dwing wery nicely ane the scab
truops i Hammstaple. They  one

no seps were Laken (o begio 1o
arganise & light for the £133
claim.

A call for 0 national debegaie
conference Lo plan the action
fior the £135 claim, il repectad
by the righl-wing  doninated
execulive, dbould have been
callad by the areas SLL'DW-]TiI'IE
Lhe cladim.

This conference could have
teen bauile inlow really autloril-
ative nationa] caonference, the-
ouigh the sorl of  campalgn
Twamched in the Yoo kshioe area
d.'Jril.'lla. the ballof on the nAtkon-
al prodictivity deal — with
speakers sent (o pit-head mss
mectings, specinl issuwss of the
arca papers expliining the pur
pase of the comference, and so
om,

Imsread the lefl traed & glop
the atlempls Lo split the wnson
by nsing the cowrts. Kenl area
ML tried 1o get The Sourls (o
kil the natiocnal Bakor o) 86
incentive scheme, and wers re-

balleted in the poshecr Bacel dn che
tovyn — (e Divperinl. W cosix E10 n
mapht,

* [n 14 December youny Army
wiflcers ui Wermonihk. [ersel
dersded that merely wabbing o the
sbrike wimsn™| emowgh, So 200 @l (e
I troeope carrices - srojpeed oarsde
the Tire brigadi headguarters and
pelied (he pickels s cggs and
i ..

A& spokesperson Tor the Army
comticited: ‘This doesn't sound
wery mmiich lilke the way our lod€
B hare.

Jecked, Yorkshice, Kenn, and
Soutl Wales argas applied 1o
the comrts L slap Lhe execuiive
endorsing pil-based productiv-
ily scteeies. This, (oo, was pre-
dictablyreiested.

I bediewe thls  judgement
should firmly convince  any
rrade unigmiss that it is useless
hoping For pestice in the couarts
of this lnng” said Arthor Scars
ill afrer the event.

CHANCE DIMIMISHES

With mach week thal poes by
— angd each local  incentive
scheme thal isintroduced — Lhe
chirnce of a unified feht for the
L1235 glwien dimimishes. The ket
i Ebe uncon bas wasied too ladng
already, Gormley and  Daly
may will be exposed as belng
unb o spdiccers, bt once having
aplitthe wndon i will be too lats
1o do anvthing aboatic. It i po
1o0 late to organise a pationnl
delgpaie conference now,

e
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A New Year message
from British Leyland

Work harder, lose jobs

Levinnd management™s New ¥ ear message toits employees is

rather like 3 Chrisimas iree

much the same all the vear

round. The message isshori and simple: 'We are in crisis; vou
carry the can’. PAT HICKEY, shop stewsrd at Rover

Loylamd's Managing Direc-
tior, Derekr Whittaker identifiss
theproblemas low production,
poir productivity, o declining
market shars and serious
financial losses”. Whittaker
wses the familsar trick of trying
o sei one group of workers
againel the ofher. He pomits to
Ford as the main eoemy  for
Leviand workers, because ‘they
plannied Lo lake 30 per cent of
the. UK market, and oosi
Leviand from ihe market
leadership = permanenthy”. In
the Levland Mirror be notes thas
Ford had takea owverall
l=adershipin the first 11 moncks
of 1977 and tha if they achieved
their arm “wehave failed',

He EossE O bo Pl s the
Jinl Managemeni Council had

drawn upa plan to desl with this
siiuarkon. The IMC s the wop
umion managemenl  parLicapa-
tion bady, The proposals which
the IMC  cubber-sramped
imciwde: improved continuity of
production’ (e, no sirikes —
umportant in view of the other
proposaks];  elimination  of
restrictive. praclices — or [or-
gl aboul one Operalor, One
jofr reductien i manning®
levels and lIL'I|.'IIl:I'-'{“\.1 D.I'l:ll.':lu.'."l-
ivity — ‘o pedundancies and
speedup.

Followasg the vole oo the
corporaie bargpining packape
the company are In no mood Lthe
hang fire. These "improve

meenis" are b0 be kmplemenied in
e sl six momiths ol 1970 — or
ehse "the company will reduce in

Solihull, argues thai i the effects of corporuie bargaining
pnd purticipation schemes are to be met, 2 fighting unity

weross Leyland planis is vital,

gize gand jobs will be lost". A

racher sirange aliernacive, sincs
the company's  propasals in

voldve substaniial loss of johs as
well a5 a worsening of condil-
s,

PARTICIPATION

The participation cormmiliées
have been cantrally myaolved L
the discussicons on these pro-
posald. These bodies hawe besn

atsed by  the Comnyunis

AIL¥ A% CAGATING A “situpfion in
which the labour force have
greater contnod over their fulure
by toking part in major com:
pamy decisions”. O course the
perticipation commiises kave
deme polhing of fhe S0,
They hove participaied in
discussion on the  implemen-

oo i

AEaT i

e
S e

Left wins Cowley vote

Workers al Leviand Cowley assembly plant have delivered
their vendicl on iwo year's beirayal by Reg Parsons,
aalorious transpor] workers” umion senior sieward. In the
anton's recent bienniad elections Parsons was (hrown oul
of the carpeied office provided by Leviand masagement
and workers pinned their hopes on Bob Fryer. The vole iz a
triumph for revolotionary militants of the 5293 branch of
the Trapsporl and General Workers" Unlon — a branch
which has constzotly stood fArm against atiacks from
officinldom, JOHMNNY HAINE reports from Cowlbey.

The voles for Bob Frver wre
an wffront to unien  bosses
Fryer led TGWLD workers for
16y years, until he was betrayed
by umion officials three vears
ager, And 1o rubosalt inio the
wioanids of botk Leyland and
wiiomr officials, workers also
elecied as depuly wenior S1ew-
ard Alan Tloaetr, leader of
the Waorkers' Soctalisn League

Chver thie pase two years, vig-
oyows cfforts kave been made
13 reducsthe TGWL tooa tame
loal of management. Parsons

played the role of Front man
for distcict secretary.  Duwid
Buckle fo these moves. This
Pacsons-Buckle dua  eonsisi-
ently atcacked the wnicy of the
workforee by desteoying  the
it shop stewards' committes
and attempling o sel up Vel
anather tames TOWL branch,

Mow, Le workers wole has
atlled a halt, forcing the offie-
ials 1o Cposipane’ the verdicis
ol kangaroo cowrrs set up by
Buckle with the istenton of

rewclulicsiary

eliminating the
i

But, imporiant a5 the votes
are, the srugple i far from
over. Leyland, realising  the
passible effect of n revolution-
arv l=adership on the plant,
Tefuss 1 recognise Thornet,
This cynical affront to work
ey dembereey masi be chall-
iged — and latlle refignees can
be placed on the TOWLL affe-
fnls wha have timc and again
iried 1o sab Thornett in the
haszk,

FIGHTING POLICY

Apart froest Lhas fmportand
recognition sssue, ey o padks
fave workers oo the - pland,
Fryer shoud mount a fighuing
polisy at opce — a  polcy
which mves Cowley  workers
the chance 12 fight back apsin-

tution of decision: taken
glsewhere. Lo i romoured chag
the actoal lgures Dbeing
discossed involve the shedding
of about 900 emplovees. But
the participation commitlecs
Are kecping quiet about such
‘el

iv i clear that manniog levels
will be @ central issme for
Leyiand mamagement in 78, A
recent dispute &1 Radford Axles
points b the fumaee,  Deapice
massive lay-offs as a resulc of
the strike, Whittaker declared
that manning levels was @
‘fundameotal principal’ and he
wrrid med corncede o Ui sisswe.

Although plant leaderchips
are wellawase that the Badford
dispure was helping manage-
meem sharpen the axe far orher
plants, nathing was done (o
support thestrike or prepare the
membership, Discussion:
around the ineenrive schems on
the Inint Megotiating Com-
mitres are another aspec of this
Allack opibang.

UNITY

The old answer of each plant
Boing its own way will not he
suffickent o0 mest the new
problems. [t is necessary to fight
these piiacks when and whers
theéy arrike. But we must also
ight T unily across Leyland
cars i rank and file Jevel, 1o
combal the ceniralised suralegy
of Levland management, and
the “undty’' of the union leaders
inthe poinl unions managemnent
COMmmitees.

1t iz essential to deal with the

trade umian ofTicials and repluce
existing plang leaders with a
leadership commilied  to
struggle, to defend the interssis
of Leviand workers, That 1ask
can nnly be carried our in the
struggle for a flghting unlty in
Leyland cirs.
* NWormelly our repoerters iy o
meodd the use af wards Uke
anning . whick  Risierioaity
refTects the domingdicr of res
i the workferce, Dnihiscase we
cuddol think of an alferrmriive,
ax Cwialfimgt owowld refer o
whiteeoliar workers, We will be
pubdishing on Uader Heview
article omshe pee af femgriage In
st rear flufure — Eds.

sl the government-hacked 5 &v-
land oflensive. Top of the list
must be the rejeclian ol oo
parate bargainiog and e sub-
mission af g L1 a week claim
with oosl of Hving provision,
Diepxite che difficulties un atf-
cripl miwit be made 10 remoes
the shackles ol the Lahour
Giovermineal’s wape oontrls,

WITHDRAWAL

Socondly,  complele  with
drawal from the participation
fraud is essential, o be re-
pluced with a fighting, inde-
pendent shop stewards’ move-
et The involvemens of the
entere workforce 38 crucial in
fightiog for such a programme
af actian. Odly by the mosl
apen foro of workers' demis
cbacy can Fover and Thasnel
win,  hold and  cossadidate,
their repewed leadership and
curry the workioree foraard

Has

AUEW

the
claim

been burnt?

Compare the  Following
two statementy; 'Cher La-
bowr Govermment s ack-
fevements on behall af
the workidg ofass justir
fes [t expecting trade un-
[aRisEs. fo have reasong-
ble regard 1o the Govern-
ment's pay guidelines F
W R [0 coRREe olr
aftacks on inflanon,”

Thar was John “Jesur
wants e fora Sunbeam'
Boyd, Cleneral Secrelary
of the Engineering  Lin-
fcar, writing IR The UR-
o 's fournal in Novem-
Der, Cownirast i with:

“This Marenal  Committes
fnarruees the Exeeutive Coun-
cil, through the Confedaration
of Shipbuilding and Enginesr-
ing Liminns, to seek by nepolia
Ligin i minimusn time rabe ol
Lol for ekelled workers, E35 I:'l.'!r
labpowrecs, the rare for semi-
skilled workers to be in acc-
oridancs with the existing for-
mnla.’

UNANIMOUS

Thi resolution was passed
wnamimgusly by the national
commilies af the BEngineering
Union oo 14 Movember. The
Zlaimn will mean an lncrease of
6 per cent in the minimuom

time rate, which corcenaly
stundls at £42 p week,
Many engineering workers

already receive a similar week-
Iy wage, bt for the more poor-
Iy paid secticns ol the induascry
an dwweass in Lhe minoroem
time race will mean majer a-
creases wall above the Govern-
mieni's 10 per cent limic

Mor will becter paid workers
simply bepedit from incressed
overrime and shift allowances.
A-viclory over the Engineering
Employers” Federation — who
will resisl any sech morease in
the minimuaem - (Ime rate —
would open the way for berter
pald workers o furher  |n-
crense their wages above the
TN,

HATIONAL ACTION

In asddition, the claim in-
clader demands for a 35-hour
week and 3% days holiday o
year, which il won could gooa

long way Lo reduciog wienipl-
ayment in tbe indastry. Meith-
of (be EEF mor the Laoour
Coreernment are going to read-
ily comcede the claim. Matiooai
action will he regquired 1o win
it,

There wre Few signs of any
: ration for. a  natiopal
Iu.:ll[ being made by the union
lgadershdp.  Scanlos, Eresh
from voling sERins suppoTTing
the firefighters at the TLUIC, is
na more likely 1o lead a fight

Jobimn

for e claam tham k8
Hiowd.

The same national commit-
jee mesting which decidlsd on
the clyim also instructed the

ALUEW"; dastrict  ooummiallass
g call ‘apecial meetops  of
alsep arewards (o bepin the pro-
cess of mobilising the member-
ahip towin the full glaim; these
mestings shoulbd 1ake pluce be-
fore the Mationa] Committes is
resonvensd,”

It said that the nabooal
commitiee ‘should be recabled
as sonon as the BEF replisd 1o
the claim, o congider what act-
ion abould be takes §f the reply
i= nor favourable.

Milicemus  should  demand
that thess special shop stew-
ards mestings ake place, and
arguswithin them for a nation
al conference of debegates e-
lected Trom these meelngs o
plan e strogpbe. over  the
claim. Tt is omby by Tull rank asd
file comcral over negoliarkons
and pegion for the claim that a
national struggle will be laun-
ched.

The recent Broud Lefi nat
inmal conferemce called for a
shop sewards and comvenocs
national cenfetence ln the New
Vear. It is fime the Broad Teft
caume oul of its bong sleep and
began to orgamise thar confer-
zmce, 5o thai the Scanbons and
Aovds nre noe allowed 1o get
away with (redting their own
members with the scorn they
have shown for the firefight-
uTY.

Left Broad

Left candidate

The Hroad Left In  the
Engineering Usion will be
fiehiing & candidaie with a
diffgrencs o the wndon checlions
Ly b eld in the West Midlands
Mo 16 Division next bdarch.
Mick Rice, a shop seward a
Lucas BW3E, is sanding for
secrerary  of ike newly-
cregied Biroiogham Sooth
districi — an a programmes well
to the left of dee run-ol-Ube-
mill Broad Left candidare.

It includes demands for a
A5 week with no bose af
pay, asliding scals of wages
which would sutamatically
tompensate for rising prices,
nnd oppositon @ racial and
sernusl discromination.

Rice is plse demanding
pridler demecracy within the
AUEW , and to back this up his
dectlon campalgy will make
streneous efforts o bring the
issues bo the memnbership. Plans
are underway o visil braoch
mestings throughout the new
distriet; togethear with arranging
moetiings at fsowories and with
shopstewards committess.

The locul Tag, the Eveming
Moil, will undoubtedly be
utervendng on the side of the
right wing, and whether ar ncd
thie left obrains aright of reply, it
15 planmed Lo produce Sampaign
leaflers and orgamise door-to-
dior canvassing.

—
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Bittemess grips the young

Unempioyment will not go away

Samuel Beckeit suggesis that there are three types of
laughter switable (o our age: the bitter, the hollow, and
the mirthiess. For young people on the dole In this
bright New Year, the first category I8 the most
appropriate response to the Government's latest brain
wave, writes JIM MASTERS

The Youth Gpporiunitics
Scheme (sic), which isshortly to
be implemented, will pot
provide full-lme  pernsancnl
employment af normal wage
rades for & single unemployed
person.

It k& supposed 1o offer
temporary enmploymeenl, voch-
tional traiming, wor, further
education for wup 1o 230,000
young people. Bat it a8 nodhsng
moee than an extension of the
existing rag bag of derisory
slop-gap measures, which
mchudle

Work experience, under
whech voungsters ane released
firom school o work for a local
employer for frev. The benefits
are sepposedly the practizal
experience of work, and a
characier endorsement of their
beeness bo be a wage laboures.

MEMIAL TASKS

Then we have the Job
Creation Programme, provid-
ing a “socially useful’ job lor
berween s weeks and a year. In
practice this ofien means thar
woung people ane senf out 1o do
homiliating and menial tasks

There is @ Yoong Employ-
ment Sabsidy of £10 o week for
eight 1o 26 weeks for emplovers
who give a full-time job to an
wiemployed young person. In
shiort, State-subsidised workers
who will then rejoin the dole

T

Under the Job Release
swheme, thase within a year of
n:l:ir:menru:u;:-l'fﬂu;l:_gr..mlu]'
f2iaweekioguit. Thisis mean
torelese yobs, but two thirds of
those who have taken up the
scheme kave been amemployed
i Pt wre il will be restricted to
empeoyed workers

HIGHLY IMPRESSIVE

The new Youth Opporiuni-
ties Scheme will expand oll these
brilliant oppoTtanities S0 thal
nny schioollerver whivisstll out
of waork the following Enster
will qualily for & place of some
sort — and recsive a highly
impreasive£1Baweek forupioa
YEAT.

The {svermmend’s siraiegy
il ol could b described e such
anexalied waylistoimprove the
valwe and flexibilicy of young
labour, in - Lthe hope Lhae
reflation will eventually allow
them 1o be absorbed lnro
fulltime emplayment. The Fac
tha: all ihe experis now
acknowledge rhat new anvest-
merl in technnlogically  ad
vanesd equipnent means fewer
jobs seems 1o have passed Lhe
Governmeans by,

The campaigns on  unem-
ployment havebeen frapmented
and sectagian—the lefl needs (o
take upiheseisoes in the Babour
movement on A broader and

mere ellective bagis,  Trades
coungils shonki ke encouraged
10 52t up unemployment sub-
oomamittees whigh =il Tvunch
united campaigns and momdtor
theoperations af these scheme.

PROPER RATES

The vyouih should be
encoutnged 1o organise, join
their appropriate onien, and
demand full-time employment
at proper woge rates. The
Jovernment's scheme poses
dungers to many o edpeation
and the puhlic sector, through
the temporary cmployment of
youngsiers and adulis ar a
feaction of the onion rate for
comparablework.

Socinlists should take the lead
in demanding full-fime &m-
plovment and wunion  wages
through o programme of useful
publcworks, [fthe government

says that there s "o nsoney ™ Ton
such n programme we should
demand an open feguicy by
wirkers, the unemployed and
sympathetic sxpers ino the
ficance and credit inatiiutions
of the City who de have the
moeey, Privace finance orpa-
sations who reluse o make their
funds availakle should be
nazlonalised

LOMG-TERM DOLE

With or withaur the llang
awalted ' boom from Mortl Sea
oil, many adulis and young
people face B prospect of
Jong-term unentploynsent.
Warkers in emplayment will be
blackmailed into azcepling low
wape, speed up and warseiting
condidions. Socialisls must ke
the lead in defending the
interesss ol the whale working
clnss,

Picket Bolton fascists’ meeting:

A MAJOR paolitical storm has
erupted in Bolton over the
coancil s decision [0 allow the
Matiopal Fromt to hold a public
meeting in the Town Hall on
gither §0or 24 Fehruary.

It was ondy lass July that the
summe oomnct] banned a madn-
racial cultural festival planned
by the Trades Council on the
prounds that it was 'provoco-
thve' and “Ukely to lead 1o dis-
order’. Mow [he leader ol Lhe
Tory council is evoking the
niation of *democratic dghta” to
Justify the Front's meeling, and
already blaming the kefi for any
possible wiolence (hat the
meeting might provoke

KEEP CHIET

The police, wha campalgned
vigorowsky o gel the Trades
Couweil's fesrival banped, have
remained silenl, Bul che most
deafening gilence came from
Boltom's Labour Group who
decided they would not oppose
the decision 1o allow the Front
o, go ;|I'|.||-.|1|;|. Cime prormigent
Labout counelilor is reporied to
have threatened resipnation

Trom the Farty if the meeting i
-

nol albowed to take place,

Mot all members of the
Tahaur Croup iook up such an
appalling position however.
Clir. Lawrenes Cunliffs resten-
e his position as depaty lesder
ot Labour's role and spirke of
a "gag” placed on anyens who
wished 10 oppose the mesling.
Both of Holton's Labour MPs
hawe abin opposed the decision.
S0 the Lahoar Party are clearly
spdit over the issue,

Forlonalely the trade unkon
movement has so far shown o
much gred ter neeasure of unie!
oppoeition ta the meeting, The
Trades Coumical pre planning 1o
organise a mass pleker of the

)

F 4

Fascisd feaders John Tyndar [cenlre] sad dadniw Forfalor af Hpde esd Dofocer. Their farors then makss
PRI e mosd el fa prevond fne Nazls obtaining e feafhidd dn ing Geee e Manchesnar anes

meeting and  are contacting
irade umion organiszlionsg
iraughour the Borch West.
Colin Barnetr, sseretary of the
Morth West TLIC, has similarly
pledged a mase plekes. Whils:
%id Vincenl, ared organtser of
the WUM, ha: announcsd that
rlee miners will turm oul o force
o the picker and that the ML
i considering withdrawing the
se of facilities and [inancal

suppercihatit gives che Labouar
Parly because of Labour's pon-
ppposition,

The picker bas to be a large
e o very larpe one, The
Eromthins be=nanxious for some
tie o per a foachold in the
Greater Manchester area arkl
afier the set-backs it received in
Hyde und the rest of Manchester
recenitly, it is clearly intenr on
cetaklishing & foothald in

Bolien. The banpmdog of the
Trades Council’s TesGval last
sumimes oiay well have glven
themn the green light.

It 15 vital that we begin 1o
mikilise aow . Co-ordination is
1aking placs throwgh the Trades
Coubcdl's sub-commitiee on
macism and information and
details should be oblained
from: MNeil Dufifleld, 52
Yewdale Gardens, Bolion.

ERe

Struggle

Bristol gives NF
the Bullet

iy MIKE EAUDE

OVER S5EVEN HUNMDEED
furned oot i cthe codd Lo mcket
T he Bhatiomal Front in Bristal oo
2T Decemhbes. Selton schosol,
with 23 per cent back pupils
and on the edge of the city's
maln black area, was the scene
for this bippest apd broagdest
mobillsaiion yet seen in Bristol.

Oaly a paltry 22 fascists were
oounted paing intn the meeling
tn kemar Capiwin McKillizm, be
medalled WF candedare In che
Bourneousath by-glection, He
was speaking in support of che
MF candidate in an  Avan
Cionmney Couneil bv-zlection.

The= anti-fascist mobilisalice
exiended well beyond the Fm
|l=Ft, Parents and [eactiers at {5
swchoal and local residests [wr-
ned aul in lorce. Quakers, lib-
erals, the Bishop of Bristol,
rrads unianisls, Labowr Party
membery, students and all che
Left awelled the numbers,

Fiffy to siicy young blacks
wire also present and in a mili
rant maood, Their presence and
persnnall  hostility o the MNE
chnllengsd 1he peaceful orent-
ation of the pickel's brosd co-
errclinating conmimiies.

Sin peaple were arresed, pao
am assaalt chaspes, and ons on
a neore serlous charpe, A spoc-
ial Bank account i3 being open-
ad o defeay defenos axpenses,
Contribuctons should be sent
10: B Dieakin, 15 Mevil Road,
Bishopsion, Bristol fis

CPflees from
anti-fascist slogans

v K. HASSELL

FIVE HUNDREED people in
Eheleld responded last month
1o & call by the Enpinesting
Undon disirict  commities . to
miarcl against caciam and fasc-
lsm.-Bur few rank and file trade
unionists were preseni — Lh-
anks o the imactivity of the
Coammmimist Parly.

Adthough the CF dominates
the AUEW lacally, It was the
rar heft which sacceeded in win-
uing the poliical basis of the
march. Two AUEW branches
cixdorsed the call by the Sheff-
ield Anti-Fascist Campaign —
for the slogans ko platfarm

adapied ar the open planning
meeting for the demonstretion.

Omn the day of the dema; i
December, the CF refused 0
nllcva o spesker Troas the Antl-
Tascist Campalgin, and |t was
lell Lo AFC midlivanis and com-
rades [vom the Socialist Work-
era Pary o orsanise the de-
fence of paper sellers threal-
cned by adogen thugs from the
MNationn! Front and the Briush
Mationnl Party.

We were Lredbed (0 speiches
froam three Shelfield Labgar
MPs — Flamséry, Hooley, and
Mayrard — whe denounced
e MWF, appealed 1o reason,
and aoupht the prodection of
thez lawe, T just so happens Lhat
the paliy of the Connmunis
Partyds virtually isdediopash-
anfe from this gentecl appr-
mach.

Searchlight editor
challenges racist

BILL JARYIS s 5 well-known
racist in (e Birmingham Lab-
our Party. He has claimed rlia
the decline in snelal services ks
dhee tn dhe “large number of
immigrumis® present in the city.
ThorughJuryis was backed wphy
iiix mmiom teanch [Post (Hfice
Engineering L ndum], bis siaie-
meals were combemsed by (he
Birmingham Trades Cancil of
whibelthie i the Presdent.

A massive press casipaign,
sprarheaded by the lecal Bven-
ing hail, was laanched 1n bis
suppori and carly last vear be
wos reimmed do offies by 2 small
mujarity of 10 omi of 3 tofal of
250 delepate vales,

This year Jarvis is being opp-
aseil sguin, His opponent conld
mad e mare pppropriaie: i s
SYluwrice Ludmer, 0 member af
the MNuativnml Unioen of Joornal-
isls wnal Ediilor of Searchiight, o
well-known anti-fasds moge-
e, Laodmeer §5 widely respect-
il for e amil-fascist work intle
local laboor mao verenl.

All Socialist Challenge pesd-
ers and seppnriers In Birmdmg-
hom ure mrged (o participate
fhe fight o emare Ludmer's
viclory, which comld have im=
porianl bkl repercmssions for
anti-racist amd  and-Tescsl
work,

Al she ahove reporis were serf
Spdocal Socialist Challenge car-
reporderis, We wanld wrge
reavders plsewkers fo seRd us

for fasciss'| ‘Fascistsout ol the  Beief meports from thelr fooalit-
undons', aod 'Eod all immigrat-  fes far A callemn io be alile fo
foitcontrols' — and these were  gopear regalardy.

e m——
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RICHARD CARVER reviews the year when everyone ran flat outiostayinthesameplace.

1977, Sadat and Begin, Charter 77
and Bahro, the neutron bomb and
Star Wars, punk and skateboards,
and the Silver Jubilee. And farewel]
to Gandhi, Bhutto and Bandara-
naike, to Rabin and Bert Lance, to
Agee and Hosenball, to Marx and
Chaplin, and Presley and Prentice.
Farcwell too to the unity of the
Communist Parties.

Y5, a lot happerned in 1977, but
nothing on the scale of the victories
in Indochina and Angola which re-
guires a complete reassessment of
the world political scene. Many of
last wear’s developmenis vl
change the face of world politics.
But not yet.

gince {he defeat of the Portuguese
revolution and the anti-imperialist vie-
tory in Angola early in 1976 there has
been no fundanenial shifi in the bal-
ance between the cleses on a world
scale, And inthat sense 1977 looks very
like 1976 — a vear of shiffing and
shulfling and wait-and-see, with mass-
ive explosions just around the corner
bt pever gquite happening.

Mowhere i this more obvious than
in Western Europe. Much of the year
was spent waiting for governmental
changes: in Britain the fall of the Lab-
our CGovernment; in France the viclory
of the Union of the Left; and in Italy
the entry of the Communist Party into
povernment.

GOVERNMEMNTAL AGREEMENT

In the event, the Italian Communist
Pany arrived at a governmental agree-
ment {though nel  with  mindsterial
posts) with the right-wing Government
withooi any kallvhoo, After all, s
palicies now are bardly differcnt from
when it was in ‘opposition’. o France
theUnionalthe Left has all but fallen to
bits and the long awaited govern-

meni may have o be long-awaited for
a while longer. And even in Britain the
opinion polls now raise the unheard of
prospect -of Labour returned at - the
next election,

Of course none of this alers the
fundamental soctal forces al work, A
waorking class upsurge and the accom-
panyving crisis of the tradigional parties
i still long overdue i each of these
coatniries. . bur not in 1977,

UNEVENNESS

The same sort of staggering, stutter-
ing, pruniing unevenness marked the
international capitalist sconomy over
the last year, Already 1976 had seen the
beginnings of a besitant and inflation-
ary upturn, particularly in the strong-
est capitalisn econgpmies: the Lnited
States, West Germany and Japan. That
recovery has continued into 1977
though it has faliered as the year pro-
greased. Bul the crisiz of overprodoct-
ion has continued. With & vasl excess
of productive capacity it has prowed
difficuit, if oot impossible, for even the
RITONEESL economies to atiract prodoct-
ive invesiment,

The weaker imperiglist  countries
have fared worse, The mbatenary in-
crease in consumer demand  which
helped the pardal recovery in the 115,
West Germany and Japean could not be
repeated in countrics — Britain and
Italy, above all — with high inflaion
and balance of payments deficits. In
such conditions the ruling class was
forced to do the exact opposite; bold
down consumer demand by “austerity’
meazures which constituted a bruzal
atfack on working class living stan-
dards,

Bur there is no cause for complac-
ency on the part of the imperalisg
stratepists, Mothiog decisive has turmed
in thelr Favour. With the signilicant
exception of Brilain, where austerity

was policed by the (rade unions, the
working class has gencrally been suoc-
essful in oullifving the lmpact of gov-
grnmeent policy on their pay packets —
even i places like Italy and Spain
where the fight back has run in the face
of theworkers” parties themselves.

The rise in industrlal production has
been-most marked in the dependenl oo
semi-developed couniries, such as Bra-
zil, Iran, South Kores and Hong Kong.
[n each of these cases this has been
achieved it massive ¢oat (o the working
class, in terms of both extreme poverty
and severe paolitical repression. This
increase in production has sharpened
trade rivalry between the imperialise
and dependent countries and  AMONE
the imperialist powers themselves —
and thiz in the context of an overall
contraction of world rrade,

Ac abways, while 1t is posible (o
miike these hroad peneralisations a-
about the coonomy, there are no such
easy conclusions o poelitics,

TWO FORUMS

There were two obvious forums for
developments in world — politics: the
Helsinkl recall conference in Belgrade
and the Strategic Arms  Limitation
Talks. Om the Face of it neither held out
the pramise of Kissingee-siyvle “derenee”
lasting much looger. Although we are
promised a4 new SALT agreement in
the near future, US arms developments
— such as the cruise missile and the
neation bomb which Jimmy Carter
claims are oot covered by SALT — are
bound to provoke a response from the
Soviet Lnion — and justitinbly.

If vou took any notice of the humian
rights thetoric at Belgrade you might
be reinforced in the view that East-
West relations were crumbling. But not
s, The smff about the sanctity of
human life is strictly for holidays and s
nof 1o be used when vou are concluding
an arms deal with the Shabh of Iran or
faced with dissidence in Poland,

Crechoslovakia or East Germany.

Egqually Carter and LS Imperialism
Iite, have no intersst in stimulating an
apposition in Eastern Europe which
could ‘destablise” the West, Hence Sol-
hemitsyn and Bukovsky are trumpeled
for their perceptive observations on the
Decline of the West while Marxists like
Bahro and Biermann are ignored in jail
ar exite.

SOVIET BUREALUCRACY

The Sowist burcancracy has become
even neore uneasy in its relations with
the imperialist powers since the ronn-
ing sore of ‘Eurocommumism’ chose
1977 to spill its unpleasant contents on
a half-suspecting world, The sighifi-
canee of Burocommunism is deald with
elsewhere in this review, For the mo-
mennt it §s enoigh to say thet the Soviet
buresgeracy brought Burocommonism
on ftself, Where its policies have nod
been inherited wholesale from  the
Waoseow line, Burocommuntsm®s ¢riti-
cisms have their root in the brutally
undemocratic proclices of the  East
European regimes.

The loss of thess instruments of for-
cign policy in the imperiabist coumtries
his tended to foree the Kremlin into an
ever dloser relationship with the fmpers
ialist governments themselves. There
wils an appropriste svmbaolism i the
visit of Soviet President Breshney (o
Paris, when he refused o mest the
French Comounist Party leader.

[n this context the perennial problem
of the Soviel regime only  becomes
mare acute: how is i possible o in-
crease the Soviet sphere of influence —
primarily for strategic reasons — with-
aut upsetting the internatonal status
quo by exporting revolution? 1977 off-
ered no answer oo that dilemma as the
Sovier Union spood by helplessly while
the Americans took the initintive o the
Widdle East, and two stutes, bath sup-
plizd with identical Soviet wedpons,
slugged it out in the Hom of Africa.




THE FIRST wvesr of the Carter
adminkstration has been one of severe
attacks an thi LIS working class. Civil
mights were threarcned ina noumber of
areas

The Hyde Amendment virluslly
emibed aborisons on Medicaid, Sinee a
third of all abortiens were Tunded by
Medicand, this is a serious setback Tor
working class women. Allen Bakke, 5
whiile engincer, pod & court fo ke in
his favour thar positive discrimina
tiom for blacks In college epiry was
illegal, while forme: beauty gueen
Anta Bryant organised a nationwsde
anli-gry campign.

Ia the Raboor movement  self
thmgs were more positive, Stecl-
workers Fighi Back organiscd a2
seTeous opposalion 1o the right win
lesdership of the lll.'l.'|1l-'l1r!|.EFK uninﬁ
and the end of the vear g4 a national
miners strike in defence of wnion

The dominant political wsue in
Canaides continues fo be the marional
question in  OQuebec, The Pard

s government, elected an the
cnd of 1976, has spent most of the
vear prepmning A natiomal referendum
on the Queber guestion. The
Camadian ruling class has orpanised
an anbi-Crachec campaign. less
through fear of the hourgeois PO
than of the militam Quebe; working
class, x

In & worsening ceonomee stiuation
the Canadian unions have oried o
negatiale a British-stvle Social
Contracd with- n signal lack of

Middle East
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Anti-black demonsiration in Chicago

success. The end of the year saw
revelations of The extendive  sur
veuldees opérabicms carried oul by Lhe
RN, the lederal seciisty police,
apgainsi working class and Quebec
nationalist orpanisarions. One of the

Palestinians during night operalion near Jordan

PEACE or war? The guestion every-
onc was auking aboud the Middle East
by the time 1977 was owt. We wop'
provide an easy answer hers, Much of
the b=fi has too quickly dismissed the
posmibdity that the Israeli-Egypeoian
rapprochemeni cowdd bead  to che
Hﬂ.ﬂ.‘iliﬂls, el the Palestinian maove
mexil and the comsobdaten of capital
st nude dm the area. ;

Al the beginnuoig of the vear Egypl-
tam Presidetn Sadan fooked the most
nnlikbely superstar. [n January ens of
thomsands of workers demoanstrared
sgaimst Tood price rises, Forcing the
Govermment e reverse ils decision,

Thas was a massive lurmirownd only
weks alter the defeal of the mass
mervemenl in Lebanon and it lookesd
like curtains for Sadar. His policy of
Infiah, sn coonomic opening 16 in-
perigkism, hed manifescly fabled and
the upsurge of the masses was bound
io tcare off those few investors who

had been foclish orough 1o bank an
Epypt's Fuiure.

Al Ticsl the new right-wing lsrasli
leader Menachem Begin looksd as
unlikely o nepediare with the Acabs as
Sadar was 1o survive. B thar l=Fr o
the ciher variable in the equation; the
enthusiasa of the Carter adminisiral-
i Tor p salution which would both
maintain the £ipnis date and szabil-
ise the aewly rich. Arab bowrgesis
regimes,

Cne thing ix clenr; such 8 sslution
wWill nod wark uncil the Pabestinian
reedsrance s fmally and - phsically
Hguidared, Buz cthal is nos complesely
1iled our, The Palestinlans have been
cltectively disarmed sinee the Svrian
mvision of Lebanan, and the miliary
prosection of the aewly ‘refectionist’
dytizn regime can give themn lictle
bope. The Trpoell pact of ani-Eevp
Arabszales can offer the Arak mases
voLhing, sven if i survives looges than

objecs of the ROMP s attention was
ihe Trofskyise mowenseil. The thres
BEDITS af sipperiers of the Fowsrth
Internarional unified fn Aupusl o
farma single section in the Canadian
s[ale.

A star is born

Israst cerzainly secs chat asrmed con-
Iromiarion will be nezsssary 1o imposs
it% solutiom, Feen as Sadinr was ann-
ouncing his intention to visil Jerus-
alem Israeli jets were bombing South
Lebanese willaged. S0l s a long
way [roim Eoowing whal néeds b be
done wo acrually dolng i, Many ather
pecple have tried to saeash the Paless-
imians. . and they are still there:

The Imanlan diziatorship Tinished
1977 in true form; arresting some
| 2, (M pppositionists in & Few brotal
ditys of murder and renewed repress
tom. e donbd Carrter's hurman rights
poicy has the Shaby tremiging i s
sools. Hal the vear has also seen e
emerpenoe of apen opposition o the
Slah. with pumceéus open letiers
clrawlated in iorellectial circles over
the sunmer acd' massive mobilisal-
ions 1wwards the end of the wear.

AUSTERLTY wasagainthe keynotein
western Europe lasc vear., Yet, with
the exception of Brilain, i was an
austerity which didn't  woek. In
Franee, Spain awd Lialy workers were
able to maiptain Hving scandards,
while in the Betherlands and Belpiem
thers were mass sirikes 1o demand
indexiulion of wages to kesp pace with
JislTatioa.

Meveriiseless, there were positive
developinents lor the ruling class ps
well, In Pormugal o ke Soares
Government miraculowsly managed
1o hodd together uniil almost the cod
of the vear, while in Spain, equaally
maracilinasly, the uneasy tmnsition
froimn  dactalorship. b bourgenis
democracy cofilineed with the first
clectioms i 41 vears.

Stll. the therian peitinsiula remaiins
imperialism's  weéak  fank, The
Spanish working class dn particular
hais suffered no decisive defeat and in
sirike pfter sirike has shown ita refazal
lo necepe the dictates of either the
righl=wing Governmenl or the mass
wiorkers® pasties. 1L is chose parties
which must lake the credit for the
Taasiematee  of - bowrgsois rule in
Spain. 11 was their comsistent failore
13 orpanise a delence of democralic
righta or living stapdards, and even on
oeeasions their open acabbing, which
tsclated che miore mililant sections of
the working class in their fight 1o do
away with the Francodst regime ar ane
fell swaop. Then, in Ckboher, the
Soclalist and  Communist © Parkies,
signed the Mopcloa Pact, a “social
contract' which aims to solve che
Swarer Government's - biggsst  mat-
stamgling problem — the  economic
Crisis ~al the expenss of the working
class,

The Mopeloda Pact  Jos s
counterpart in the lalian six party

Africa

Senmidt consoles Schlever's w

governmental pact, which lepitimb
the months of et Communist Pa
suppaort for the Christinn Demiogrs
Covernment.  Meverthebsss, oppe
tion o this  class  collaborat
continues 1o giow. Tr the unions cl
siruggle proupings have hegun
emerge  whille, meore  negative
ltalian saciehy has been paralysed
vinlenl confromcniion bedween Fas |
andright.

[n France, il has been @ VeAr
ilecal  realipnment, with
sriak -up &L e Ganlbist monolich @
of the U'olen el the Lefi. The Frer
Commumsr. Famy im0 anwilling
follow  i1s lalian and  Span
oauplergarts in moing all the way §
goveriunenlal  power, preferring
consadidate i waerking class b
ARRINAE crosiow by [he Sacialisi Part

year's most  omifg
development has boen the stepping

Solidarity wi

IM AFRICA 1977 was a year of
Inereasing imperialan inrervenilion
inoneway oranother. When it came 1o
direst military intervemion 1 was the
Frenchwhomade the running.

Their first outing was in April when
French troops and militacy supplics
were seni o Faire o bodster - the
Mobule dictatorship aeninst Katan-
gan  separatists. This came  after
revelations of an mmperialist plan for
the ipwasion of Apgols, based on
Zalre,

Giscard conrinued to work towards
the esipblishment of ‘8 reactiogary
allinnee of French-speaking African
skates, The nextchancecame iowards
e end of the wedr, when Freoch
backing for rhe
Mauritamian  occupalion of 1he

Weetern Sahara ook the form  of

direct military supnorl.

Il majar imperialisl power, Lthe
LUnited States,; seemed cottenl L iaks
8 back seal. In Zaice 10 wad dl paing L
siress the ‘pnon-legal’ character of s
support for Maobura, and the. Larest
Angle-American plon for Jimbabwe
wis presented as more Angla than
Aanerican.

The {rwer-Youne proposals oon-
tain othing startlingly new, They
represenl yel anolher altempl Lo paich
up & neo-cotonial regime, . praject
which has so far won the suppost of
neither the Smith CGhovernment nos any
of the significans black narionalisc
arganisations, mith sill refuses o
giveup whibe sedtler power and prefers
toriry and negoliate an “internal s=ttle-
meanl’ with those s=clions of the hlack
mativnakisls not directiy =ngaged in
thearmed struggle,

The Patricfic Fronl, whick bas the
backibg of Tine Iront-line sfates, is ool
ready either 1o negoate with Simitk
ar oo accepl  the Owen-Y Osiig
proposals. Coopsequently ey bave
besn the object of the mosr brutsl

horoccan  and,

fighte

lan Smith

assaulta by the ‘white security foro
often in Mozambican territory.

It is nos juat the imperialisls w
are in disarry. Soviet foreign poli
in Bnst Adricay ook a Blow when
hroke omi hélwesn Blhiopia a
Zomalia Bolh Soviet-anned a
backed. The Hawe wad the fane of 1
Loaali neqsads Hying io the Cpads
comizolled by Ethiopia. With
Eritrzan nationplist movement o3
tinuing to make gains and the grow
ofanurban appasition, the Ethiopi
dictazarshipis inoking mars and me
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InsS admirers

of the Wesi German  wlich-hunr
ageinst the lefi, boosied by the
aotivities of the Red Army Fraction
The Sdcial Demacratic Governmend is
newe al the height of its confidence,
wilh the almost bolal backing of a
guisscent working class — w0 fmuchso
that if Feets quite confmdent aboul
Vifdering opposithonists wut jail and
orchestrating a  witch-hunt againae
soenee of Germany's mos! prommnent
imteflectiznls, The Wesa German
sirong stale is regarded with =ovy by
cupitadist politicians from: London o
Madrid, in o yvear which kas also seen
an increase of inter-governmental co-
Operaton to reot out “sobversives',
On a more positive mote, the past
wear has been one of consolidation
gngl  extension of the women's
movemenl. [ somthéern Fuarope in
particubar il % winning  increasing
supporl [ron working class women

and = an important infloence on Lhe
mational political sceme. In Spain the
independent woneen's movement las
grivwn fast, and many of the most
imperiant indusirial struggles have
been led by women workers. In Italy m
mpmber of  aspects of women's
oppression, such as abortion, are
central to the erisis of working class
political  orpanissthons  and the
naticnal political crisis

1977 has abso seem- @ growth of
international co-ordination of the
WO mireement,  Soclalisc-
feminist conferences in Pars and
Amsterdam in the summer provided a
basis for contimuing inlernational co-
operation, while a3 pumber of
campigns, swch as abonbon and
wiimen” s unemployment, are taking
on AN incredsingly  international
dimension.

h freedom
s still priority

unstable, :
In the pacist strenghold of Soudh

Africa it was  another vear of
symholic evenl was Lthe murder in jail
of Flhck consciousnes leader Sleve
Biker, with-ils uncdisguisad barburity
amd  judicial cover-up.  This was

guickiy followed by the outlawing of

all the major opposition orpaitiss-
tiens - amd  §- number of black
newspapers. Weveriheless, if §s an
indization ” of the stirength of rhe
uppisilion that the regime was oor

able t& repeal the mass morder of
swimer aid Christmas 1976, despice
the eontinuing sirength of hiack
student ProCesis.

Internprional solidanty with i
blacks of South Africa prew io 1977

suvmizsh s ihipg the Uniced MNatioes
felt obliged o impose an - arms
coibargo 15 “years loo gkt
Solidarity with the southern African
gtrupgle will conlinge Lo be the tap
priorary ol the mternalion] workers”
movEmIent in 197K,

Latin America
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Iron heel begins to rust

1577 HAS heen a year of risiog
warking class struggle in Lartin
Armerica, and, significantly, this has
spread seehit oita the hearilands of the
confinent s miditary diwctarors. The
end of the vear <@ a copper miners
strike In Chile — ke ficsl openly
decldred xipge 1973 — and
sk - sirikes - in defence of - wing
slandards in Argenting. . Wape
Increases ol arcund 20 per cent made
A darpe deni an the junto's wapges
plicy,

In Brazl there were the largess
mobilisations Ffor nearly ben years
over the summer, Despile mass wrossLs

East Europe

Charter

CHARTER T7. the Crechostovak
human rights manifesio, was a podd
syl Tor events in Easrern Europse
last year — and was probhahbly
irensded to he.

Lavnched by a group of
mpelleciuals, the manifesio gquickly
slimulated  an  miense  debsEle - an
human rights among the workiog
class ifself, Insvitahly this was mei
with repression from the hurepu-
cracy, with exemplary sentences being
handed oot o Charter T7's  mod
prominent  representatives, and
ligdven-koows-whal being deall b the
lundreds of wiknewn activists who
have clreulaied the document.

e rsing soupggle fn the workers
sLArcE: wat [ modl mporianl new
clement in the political sireation in
1976, 1t began to challenge the glik —
arad slightly arrogan: AsKIEmpLign
of Western réevolufionaries that i
woiild be an upsarge in the caputalis
couniries which woukd spread g the
working class ol Easlern Burope.
That mood o malitant challenge 1o
e buscaucrarts reglnee has spread [n
197

Ope of the main fearire has bocn
ihe inereasing consergence of
inrellectual and working  class
opposton.  Ine Crechoslovokin  the
inirtarive come from the intellecruils,

South Asia
Dictators

THREE of South Asta’™s clictarors —
Giandhi, Bhuetto apd Bandarooaike
disagpeared in 1977, and the Tourth,
Linur Kahman of Bangiadesh narrow
I¥escaped a militiry coap. !

India’s Indica Gandhl was fas Lo
g, averconfdent after fwo vears of
“Emergensy” that the masses were srill
behind her Comgress Party. Rur the
relaxalion ol repression anty gave the
sipnal far oppasition b come oEl in
the open.

o the absence of any real allernal
ive fromd the working class parties i
was the riphr-wing opposition which
sesred the advancage, joined by many
detecrors frem Copbpress, 5o i1 was
Janarn — anunsiable alliance sreich-
ing Frazn fascists 1o Manists — which
funmed the new Covernment, Bug
mass nrest wies sl sufhicGent 1o
force thie release of o lergs number of
pohitical prisaners.

Ly Fakinan Zallikar AT Bhaoto
wagequally overconlidentin the elec
ion reswd, bt he made swre al things
by rigging the pall. This guickly Back
firzd as mass varest spilled our enia
the sireets. There ware sven Lidicar-

there have. been repealed  Student
dentonsirations, stoking a <oriss
which bng even Jed 1o division among
ihe palitical supporters of the
dactarorship.

But the most explogve conlront
ations have again been in Lhe
sepni-democracies of the nozthera hall
ol the continend, o Colombia mors
than 50 people were killed: as the
Government fied 0 pul down n
general - amike  in o Geplember,
Mevertheless, workers continped 1o
demonerrate apainst the Gavern
ment's pay policy and s attacks on
demoaratic richrs, 30 unien leaders

wene jaibed Iy Prerw aler a nosionwide
semoral sirike aganiat Price rises in
Tuly, bui ihere 100 maior sidkes
comrinie] in the copper aunes and
elsewhere, In December there were
lurther sirikes againsc the: austerity
plan, imguosed by the demands of the
Iternatonal donelary Fond,

In botl Celdombia amnd Mexico the
demands of the mass sirugele have
proved a powerful simulus towards
the reunificadion of the pevoluriomary
forges.. In both casss  substandial
urganisations have come ropether o
Form - secviens af 1he Fouwrth
[oternaticonal, each of sghowt 1000
micinbers.

7 symbol of 1977

in Poland quite the reverss, Lhe
Polish workers, backed wup by the
intellecnanls of the Warkere D=fence
Commilles, wan an imporiant victory
in 1477, seacuring the release of mawsl
af thase jailed Tor their part in the
June 1976 srlkes againat food price
risea. The repme contbnued bis assauln
an democratic rights on n more
surrepditions level, as shown by che
murders of o cowple of supporters of
the Workers Defence Commartee, The
Paolish  opposition, the most
pulitically sophsncated in Easlern
Europe. bepan a process of politeal
dilferentiation in 977, with & more
oioderate sector. nel specifically
commitied o workers' democracy,
splitting gway from the majnsiceam.
The draomatic evenis in Crecho-
slovakiz and Ppland sfimulated the
growth of an opposition in the mos
guiesceni of the workers states: In
Rumanes Paul Goma lsenched an
open dissident movemen!  mddeled
on Charter 77, bur was foteed Lo
cxile by the end of the year. In the
sumimer and muiumn che miners of 1he
Tim wnllew, the wanguard of the
Rumanian working class, struck in
defence ol living slamidards. When
PresidenlCeausssopwenl Lo negaliale
will Lhe strikers he wiss denounced &

ians that theworking class wis begin-
mHng Lo organise its own demansiras
1ons, independent of the ol foial oppe
oaLUom pariees. Bul it wasthe mulitary,
backing the Pakistan Mational Aldl-
ianee, which took e nltackve and
instituted a barbarie recurn 1o marcial
lwee. The slections they promised have
yet Lo rmrleTinlise

Sirimavn Bandaranasike of 5ri Lan-
ka alz cot short @ leng pesiod of
Emergency rale wotry and gain w
popular mandate, In & truly recnark
able clecroral reverse it was agalo the
right wing which beneflied, but this
titme Jeawiog the Tamil independence
movement a8 the main opposidon.
The cighr quickly tried o deal with
thar thrzat by pogroms Against the
Tamil popalarion,

In a year when nuclear power be
cam @ political jssue in many cowne
roies, in Aunsitaliz it ocoepied  Che
centre ol the siage, i].|IJrIF with the
attacks on civil righis by Iaderal and
state adminsications. For a whils it
seamed thal Lhe Praser Gover mment,
installed twe vears ago by 8 royal

a representative of the ‘proletarian
boargeoisie”,

In Fasr Geroany o there kas heen
1 mare open workiog class opposition
since the expulsion of he poel Waoll
Biermann o the end of 1976, For
example, a human rights protest o
Heertlin icd puigmantly 1imed to coioeide
with the opering of the European
il:l:l.'ll'jllj" confenenos &l HE|gri.I.d.E. That
wes embarrassing o the Enost
Furopean buregucrats, ne doubt, hue
equally 5o f0 Cavier and the Western
champicns of *human righta’.

From East Germany too came the
ot - immportant  theoretical - concrd-
Butben bo-oone from the workees”
slates, ol jusd i 1977 hor fior many
wears past: Rudolf Babro's The
Alrernative, The East German
regims, with ifa wsual coneern for
simulating a eritical spielt, has jailed
Ihe aurhor,

Bl the ooclook for the opposition
wits darkest in the Soviet Unida. The
kremlin burstucracy sesimed decer-
inued 1o underline i1s desite o stamp
ot afl forims ol oppmition including,
irenically, those who  were doing
nothing meore thas cslling on the
Soviel Lnfon to lmplement the
Helsinki human tghts agreement o
which it has been a sipnatory.

fall-right wing gains

e a wd, mighs fall. Bt io theend
the stagpering patitical bankrupicy of
the appostion Labour leadership out-
wphed the wideipread opposition b
Tory rule, and Labour was trounced &t
the palls.

Indochinn remains as inscrutable sz
ever, with airogicy stoTies commen
currency in the bourgenis press and,
sadly, noghing coming ot of Cambo-
dia 1oy mmake ws  disbeli=ve  them;
Undoubtedly, many of the reparts are
ginedrs, bul sovsalists sl have a duiy
toaubject these regimes Lo the harsh-
csl critlcismy, - partecularly  sinpe
VictnamandiCambodia now appear b
beai war,

In China the Mac era is decisively
ended, Mothing remains of Mao's

nazi lne" asHuaand Teng {back fora
third bite at the cheers} bring i onore
of the bagpage of Stalinism 1o deal
with the increasingly myihical ‘pang
nf four’. The burenucracy is :aﬁuj:
pre-emprive action 10 make sure that
the masses never. refurn o political
lile as they did in the late 15960, B
Hua's suceess is Far from guaranised.

pages
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The year of Eurocommunism

Crisis in the workers’ movement

(e person has had more than his fair share of headline
space in 1977: Santiago Carrillo, general secretary of the
Spanish Communist Party. Carrillo denounces Moscow
bureaucricy. Moscow bureancracy denounces Carrillo.
Carrille backs Spanish monarchy. Carrillo backs U5 mili-
tury bases. Carrillo denounces gemeral sirike. Carrillo
crosses picket line af Yale...and is denounced in his turn.

The first impression is one of
gross political buffoonery. He just
seems hke evervone's  [Evournle
target = [rian the Trotskyiss and
the Kremiin burssucrald (o [he -
perialist ideologues who douba his
sincority. But behind the comedian
iz 8 deadly serious development
For Carrille symbolises  'Euro-
communisen’ = g phenomenon be
wintld no doubt deny bur which is
mome thee less rea] or thi.

There is nothing  specilically
1977 aboul Eurocommunism just
a8 there 1s little uniforminy in the
many phenomena which go under
thai name. Bui the past vear has
spen the culmination of two crucial
developmenis in the growing rif
netween the East and West Euro-
pean Commiunis Parlies.

Fir=t, the revissonism and class
collaboration whech has leng been
piabiticat practbos of the Commun-
sl Partles of capitakist Europe b5
rapidly becoming enshrined in the
programmes of these parties, Part-
ies which abandoned the dicttor-
ship of the proletariat in Favour ol
the defence of bourgeos demo-
cracy as far back as thie 19305 have
now gol-around to dropping the
iden in theory, to the dismay of
thieir erstwhile meniors in Mok
cow.

MOSCOW'S BEHEST

Bur this has more than a formal
significapce. It alse reflects an in-
creasngly right-wing praciice,
at the behest of Moscow, asin the
1930y or the posi-war persod,
from the particalar interests of the
natiomal parties themselves. Even
this in Msell W oot whal o
worcked Maoscow. The danger 15
that this growing accommotatbon
1o their respective national bouar-
geoisies could mean these parties'
final ahandonment of the Soviet

Linson.

The clags collsboraticn ol these
partbes is becoming more and mone
routing, The Italian and Spanizh
parties don 't simply defend bourg-
enis democracy — thai has been
their siock-in-irade for decades —
but support the entire apparatus of
the bourgeois state, even agains
the workers in siruggle. And e
day-to-day interests of the work-
ing clazs are having (o ke seconid
place 1o the governmental aspirat-
toms of Camrille and  Berlinguer.

AUSTERITY VEHICLE

50 Berlinguer is preparsd o
bacik a vear of government aiiacks
omn biving standards, pratsing awst-
erily as g vehicle of social change,
while Carnille withbalds his supp
ol from sinke after sirike. No
doub: part of the reason for the
break-up of the French Union of
the Left was rthe Communist
Pariy's Tear that the Spanish elect-
aral campaign where the Com-
munis! Party was overtaken on the
lefi by the Socialists — would
repeat irsell

But 5 second aspect of Buro-
communism has emerged into the
Tl lighd this vear with the publica-
ton - of  Carrilo’s.  Ewrocompr-
urised arned Lhe Seade. For the first
thmea West Europesin Commisnds
Parry leader has produced more
than a routine denuncsation of
‘human righis violatons' in Lhe
workers' states, Carrillo™sis a then
retically coherent critigue of the
whaode bams of bureaueraiic rule in
the workers stares which, in s
mare positive aspects, owesa lod o
Trowsky™s The Revedtion Betray-
edf. To zay it 5 coherent does nac
IHCAn Wwe ree with it, but s
sipniflcance 1s thal now everything
isup for grabs.

Unwluingly the Eurocommn-

Intercontinental Press

ke

dhqg e i
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Camilio's baak, ‘g caherdnt onfigus of the bagis of Boreaucratic rote in

the warkers slales’.

isns have provided & massive stimu-
fus boch for oppositionists in the
workers states, many of whom
explicithy identify with the West-
erm parties, and for o thorough
debare on workers' democracy in
the Western workers” moverment.
For the Eurocommemist pariies
are still canght in the cheft stick of
Staliniam: their raptarous support
for bourpeods democracy s nol
matched by any similar eotlus-
insm for proletarian democracy,
particizlarly ned within their own
parties or wnion Federation.

Mevertheless it has  beer  this
aspect of Evrocommumnism — the
modl dramatic ecpression of the
crigis pf Stalinism — which has
provoked Muosoow Lo its most exs
ireme reaponaes. Carcillo®s book
brought an uoprecedented pulbilic
rebuke from the Moscow journal

Seew Times, while both the Swed-
1sh and HBrirish parties kad
pro-hascow spdics,

All this uphexval, at che ame
time ag i degpening sactal and
palitical crigis, presents incressed
appoariunities for the Gar lefl. Sad-
I ib Fias ned alwavs beéen able (o
oneasurs ap Lo the tack, The debate
on workers' demacracy kas so oft-
en been marred by & combination
of secrarianism and . pofitical acc-
ommasdation towards Sielinism
that the attermpds ol the Fowrth
Inrecnational (o open up such a
debate over the past vear have been
dpubly weloome,

Omn balance 1977 was a good
year for tewclutionariss, though
there are impariant © exceptions,
The obvious anes in Burope are
fraly and West Gecmany, where
the entlee spectrim from Mao-cen-
trists 0 Trotskyists has been

thircran imto disasiay. Lo Germany,
repreision has onfy increased the
imolation of the Tar left, whike lo
lialy politcal bankruptoy and the
logiam In the workers movement
bias turned left politizs inte & pame
of musicalchairs,

In Pomugal the picture s not ns
bleak az might have besn expeci-
ed. While some  prganisatioms.
wch asthe PR, have disappared
From the face af the cith, alhees,
like the Tropkyiss of the [0,
have made niodesl advances, Glse-
where in Europe things are far
mars positive. In Spain the Troc-
ckvists, newly unified, have heen
in the leadership of & oumber of
imporeand struggles and are grow-
ing intor s posicsn o challenge the
large centrst proaps Lhal domisare
ke Far bell.

I mBzandinayia, pardculachy Swe-
den, the revolulicsary lefi contin-
pes 1o -grow, while in France a
united Far left slaie got astonishing
resules in the munivipsz! elections in
April. Evenin Britnin, home of the
masl pervasive sectaridnisn and
disumicy, there are- sagns that &
wimitiation ol the revolubapacy
leltis more Lhas Just & plpe-desm.

Oistaide Eurape the fores of the
Fourtl Lorernational alse peglacer-
cd sienificani advances, onifying
seziions in & numberof places and
winning new  OTEEmisations.
Troskyism in others, particalarly
in Lagin Americn, Yet the crippling
weskness of  rewelubignares 1o
Africa and Asia, above all the
Indinn sub-comtinens, sl Te-
mains,

The crisis of Statintsm and the
cmergence of cracks ln the Soo-
il Dernocrati: momalith 1o West-
ern Ewrope willl bring 15 oo app-
ottdnities i 1978, 1 i up o ug'to
sEize them

British troops around the globe

Rattling the sabre

Ireland and the Green Goddesses; Bermuda and Belize;
Mopgadishu and Assen; Hong Kong and Zimbabwe, The
common denominator is the presence of British troops al

seme thme in 1977.

O conbrse there is only o odli-
Lary represeniative of British ime
faligm in the last meptiopned:
d Carver, the Resident Com-
missiones. But the increpsing ten-
dency for Britain o throw its mili-
tary welght aroumd raises the thr-
et thar there may be a few more in
Eimbabwe before 1978 & aul.

DAZZILING SUCCESS

The first of Hritain™s oversens
venrures was Lthe dazzling saccess
of the Special Air Service Regi-
meal In dealing with the South
Muolocean sohoal siege in the Meth-
i::rl::ud.i.h':hc Lactic l|'r:r= was bo
poson the water sw e |
io the hijackers’ m_pp i HI:EFF:&
relense the hostage children. Cmly
a mind trained in the occupatkon of
Belfast or Demry could  have
th bt el that one,

S, the 5A% surpassed itsedf ap
Mogadizhu. In the Metherlands
they didn't bave the chaoce to join
in the steughier — an omission
that was righted when it came to
dealing with the Red Arnny Fract-
inn. The three Britons who led the
attack had had their traloing winh
the Sulian of Oman, who coatin-
ues Lo receive Hritish rroope on
loan Lo deal with an uppity popul-
atlon,

OF course, the increassd co-op-
eration beaween Buropean govern-
menes incompling infoomation on
subversives' and deabiop  with
themin this beavy-banded way was
meant 0 be & secrel, Lnevilably,
perhaps, it was British Hoowe Sec
retary Mevlyn Reer — everyone'’s
Ldiol af the Year — whio lef the cat
aut of the bpg over the Mogadishy

aperation,

The twa: Caribbean outings —
Belize in- July and Bermuda in
December — were on a far larger
seale. When Hritain first seot lie
Hasrier jump-jets to 'pretect’ the
Belizeans from Cuademaln  rag
vears ags, WATO militory obser-
vers 5at In ships along the shore-
line waiching this unresisted dis-
play of mibiary hardware. The
1977 expeclition oo was Hotle more
than a showense for Britdsh mili-
tary  technology,  Except, of
course, that some peopls — like
Socimlisd Cheitenge — Par arownd
the maliciows rumour that Britleh
Ititersention was not uoeonmeced
with Befize’s  considerable off-

shore ail depasits,

TROOP PROTECTORS

In Belize there was at beast the
precencs thar the (roons were pro-
teding the populetion against the
Cruatemalan dictatorehdp. The Ber-
mieda expedition was pol  even
dressed up-in those humanitarian
lerms. Two Blacks Faced the death
senlence. [he calomy™s milliomine
Primme Minister was alraid of pop
ular reaction, so deferred the deci-
sion 10 Forelpn Secretacy David
awen, Crwen, 8 bumaniiarian in
the Craitskellite mould, todd the
racisl adminrisitation (o go ahead
with the exscutions, and sent the
punboags oo dezl with the inevit-
atibe milstant probests.

Urwen must be jostling with JTim-
my Carer for recognition as im
perlalizm's “Mao ol the Year®, A-
part from the hermic delence af
white racigm n Berenwda, Cwen
had the distinction of being the

tirst British Foreign Secretary for
o Lhme Lo visil the Soulth Al
icam and Fhodesian Prime hding-
wleTs.

The impercalist pawers have lefy
direcs mibitary lnmesvention in Alr-
izn up 1o the French this last vear.
Buor when it comes 1o politcal
interferencs Britain makes all the
minning. Mo doebt the bulk of the
Orwien-Yowng plan for anundemo-
rale ansilcn [0 4 meo-coloomal
flmbabwe was formulated in
Washington. But it Iz the Britsh
Government which has been en-
thusiastically and nooe roo soce-
cssfully tonting the plan arcund
Africm,

BACK BREAKING

Exven with two black natiopalist
lenders sitting down to negotiate
with lan Smith (which is not whad
Britdin wanis anywaylimperialism
still has the problem of how b
break the back of the Black resists
ance, 1o impose the Owen-Young
plas. [r i & bir eardy 1o =@y how
that will be done, bur we can

cf apother bloody | year in
imbabwe in 1978, with Brtsh
imperializm, faithfully adminkscee-
ed by the Labour Government,
bearing most of the blame,

In Britain's okb=st codony 1577
s seen the same old story, only
mare s0. The year was one of

-up repression in the Morth
of Irgland. Bul at e sasme timme the
cxposure of police beutalley and
the mysterions deaths of two oo-
dercower British soldiers began o
reveal the truth about the British
OoCuparion.

And the Brits ended 1977 in Lthe
way they inrend (o continse in
i978: p trade uplon leader in jail
and an opposition paper suppoess-
ed, Three cheers for the defenders
of democracy.
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Intemational Tribunal can answer:

The Year of the British Jackboot

James Callaghan visited Belfast on the Thursday
before Christmas. “Things’, he said “were on the up
and up®. That same evening the Provisional TRA
fire-bombed hotels in Belfast, Co Fermanaghan, Co
Armagh, Co Down and Co Antrim. On the up and up,

indeed.

Nevertheless Callaghan was
inskstemt, “The tlny band of
terrarisis who are kel are losing
heart”, he inld shoppers during
& "walknhomi”.

Offictal satistcs were pro-
duced 1o back op Callaghan®s
view of 1577, killings were
down, explosions were down,
convictions wers up. What the
Aritish Prime Miniser did not
mentson was that the decline in
deaths was primarily duoe to the
nimashing 2nd imprisonment of
the Lister Violunteer Force and
Ulster- Freedom  Fighters, re-
rulting in o dramati drep in
SECiAriAn assassinations,

DEATHS

Bart the number of deaths of
members of the sefurity foros
wis higher tham in 1976, Simi-
larty, although the number of
mplosions Tell  dramatically,
the number of fire-homixngs
rose equally dramatically.

The namber of political pris-
onery did increase, This ‘suce-
58’ for the British  military
imachiine fowed Trom the stepp
ing up-of the paliey of “legal
imtermment’. Prisoners  were
sither beld on remand fos up Lo
a year and half with the charges
being eventually wil drawn, or
‘confessinns” were beaten o
af prasoners.

Eighly per cent of the convic-
thms thar Callaghan boasped
aboul were based solely om sweh
‘conféssons’. Asnnesdy Inter

national is currently nvestigat-
ing how these confessions were
obtained, and cven the leaders
of the major Churches in the
Morth of [refand recently made

b TOMMARLOWE

a-public satemeni criticisng the
technigoes used ail the torture
cemire o Castboreagh, near Bel.
Last,

The increase in Iepeesson
dates Fraen the Lovalist strike
carlier Lhix year, when Morth-
ern fredand secretary Bowv Mas-
on promudssd a whols series of
MERRNES whica Lrving to spike
thie guns of the stike leaders.
For once, promises were deliy
erecl.

since then, the minority in
L Morth of Trefand has had:
Lasllereagh; the virual emact-
menl of martial law in areas
such @ Turl Lasdge in Belfast;
there have been prisoners such
as Danny MoCooey whi died
after being interrogated by Bri-
tish troops; and thees has been
& huge incredse in rape commns-
itted by Brigdh soddiers.

‘GOODWILL

As o final 'sepson of pood-
will' gesture, Rov Mawn intro-
duced the 15t Bartallion of the
Parachoie Regimeni to the str-
eets of the Morih ar Ireland jusi
before Xmas — the firsy thne
they have been there since they
murdered 14 civilians in Derry
an “Bloody Sunday”, 1972,

The other Xmas gesture of
the MNorihern Ireland office
was the alvempred suppression
of Repubiican News, the week -
Iy Belfast paper of Provisional
Sinn Fein. In &  widespread
swoop in the sarly hours of 13
December, the RUC  ruided

Just published by the Campuign Agminst Brifish Brojulily in
Irelund is Ireland, Brivish Acmy Brotality, The pamphiel
Testures the repori of elght supporiers of CABRI who
vislted Turf Lodge in Belfast in early Sepiember.

They investigaled sliegations resuliing from the British
military operation on 12 and L3 Avpgust in Torf Lodpe ihat
Tollowed Elizmbeih Windsor's visit to Belfasi,

Armed with tape recorders, cameras and nole-books; the
delegalion nlerviewed some W people who relaled (n
detail the brutalily and ill-ireatment they had personally
suffered. This pamphiet deals with the accounis of @ few of

these peaple,

Ii iz available from: The Other Bookshop, 328 Upper
Sireei, London N1. Price 1ip, plos 10p p&p.
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hodnes of the editor, business
manager, and distriburors of
ithe newspaper. They arrested
the printer of Reourblican News
— & member of the reformis
SDLP — and confiscated war-
s equipment from the offic-

es of Repubiican News, Type-
wrilers, & telex machine, photo-
praphic liles, and small printing
prosess were among the dtems
confiscared.

A number of leading mem-
bers of Provisional Sinn Fein

were also arrested. All were
erimiually relessed, bue similar
ralds and arcesis ok plaoe las
Wi,

Pamizularly sinlaier for Brit-
ish. socialists was the nvolve-
ment inthe mids of Jim Meville,
Lse head of Scotland Yard's
“anbi-terrorise spuad’, Appar-
ently he was om= of the main
orgamsers ol the ruids whe-
ther e was sing thi experience
he has pained froog the aper-
ation of the Presentbon of Tare-
arism At of whether he was
lonking for hints for the furare,
il was an ominous invilvemeni,

REPRESSION

30 1977 could be summed up
a8 representing the most sog-
alned peviod ol repression the
Catholic minesits has endured
since the intpoductlon of dires
British rule io 1972, Bul fort-
umaiely the  opportenicy. {0
highlight this repression is there
0 b prasped in 197

This will be the vear in which
the International Trikonal on
British Crimes Againse the [rish
Feople will be held in London,
Alreadv the tribumal has ace-
eacted a algnificant list ol spon
5075 froms a nuember of diflerent
countrics, and the intliative has
the potential of being the most
important evemi on the Inish
yueition in Brifain for o long
tlmee.

1577 may bave been the year
of the Jackboot in [veland, bul
1578 can be the vear ther British
sacialises have the chanos (o
expose that jackbood, and help

Lhor oo it dvud,

Leading Irish trade-unionist held
The Terror Act strikes again

Home Secrefary Meriyn
Rees ended 1977 with one
af his more crude aftacks
ot crvil fiberties in Brirgin
= the arrest in Liverpoo!
on 29 December af Phil
Flynrn, depury  pemeral
secretary of the Irish Loc-
al Government and Pub-
lic Service Union, Flvan
wits heid under the Pre-
verfionof Terrarism Act.,

GEOFF BELL reports on
the agrrest and on the
PTA,

0 12 December, e Britisk
Crereeramen s annoierces fhal it
VAT SEVITAE BEF OF SRGIry il
Hhe warkings of the PTA. The
GARRAUNDSTHEAT Oarfe ol Srhmne
Hhing af @ surprise gad ooed
ATy wers asked as po why Bl
et Awddeniy  decided fa
durve @ frevh lamk at dhe femislns-
R Wiche evenr Rey Jenking
GRCE Geierited ay drgesaian

The riddle was answersd the
fatlowing wack, with the news
thar the Fu:u:-u*an Cignmission
of Human Rights had given the
British Gowernment until Feb-
ruasy o reply oo chaiges ol
breaches of the Buropean Coi-
woittion of Human Righes in the
aperatian of the ‘anti-lerror-
i Azl Aceording {0 the frish
Timez, the Oovernment-spon-

BOOKMARX CLUB

soped Inguiry was 'set wp in
anticipation of the sericus view
takemin Strasbowrg’ of the alle
gntions made about the PTA.

The charges Britaly 5 being
asked to seply o principally
concern breaches of Arnlcle s of

the Human Rights Convention

— detwining people . without
baving the purpose of bringing
Lty to braal. Stacistics conosr-
ned with the operation of the
At bear ous the rélevanos of
this ailegation.

Crver 30000 people lawe been
fetd under the Acr, bar anly 41
hiavie been comvicred of offences
under i1, Such fipres are- ail
the miore surprising conzideri
what peaple can be sonvicoe
for under Uiz PTA,

Forinsmance, enrly n Decen-
o i Londan the nu1_.|:.na|_mg—
anser of the Irish Republican
Socialsst Parly, Peler Grimes,
was senlenced Lo three maontchs
im |:l.rL1|:lILII:'|I:r.'|l under the PTA.
His 'crime' codcerned Section
1T of the A, which makes it an
offence 0oL 1o “pass inlarmat-
ion to- the policg that mighi
assigt themn in preventing an acl
afterrorism’,

Meither the IRSP por Orimes

WENe ever acowsed of commiii-
Ing “mcts: ol Lerrorism® in Bric-
win, Where Lhe IESP has non-
oyed the British Government iz
thar if has played els full par in
the Irsh solidariey movement
iothis coumcry.,

Phil Flynn falls inte the samse
Galegary. He hae been g regular
apeaker [ar the Tinited Troops
Chat Movement and other Irsh
campalgns it Britwin, and his
lesdership position in The Trish
trede  umion movernent has
meant many frade unionisis in
this couniry have been willing
Lo sertously consider hle anes-

drnperinlist views.

AL IO l"J'_-'JLI'I Doug & “Lecror-
5%, i 1974 hewas acguitied by
2 Dubdin court of bedng & mem-
ber of the [RA — 8 court In
which aequittals proved notor-
ionsly hard o achleve,

Alrbongh the arrest of Flyon
cin anly. be viewed with anger
by Hritish frwle unianisis, even
then it is not so hedicrons as
san &l the other penple whn
bave laced the wrath of the
Tervor At In Febroary 1977
there was thecase of the detent-
iom under the PTA of Jim Hiee-
son, & woiter For Perce Mews —
aspecificn]ly pacifis mapazine,

SILENCE

Cases such a5 Hineson's and
Flynn's display the real purpose
of the PTA ra disrapr, har-
agx, and silence garspoken crit-
s i Lhds wimmiry of Aritains
war efforyio Ireland . Fow thad
suzh 8 prombnent Irish trade
anienis has been acrested, enil-
itants in Britain should be fighe-
ing toosnsure thar the demand
Tox the immediate of the
A should be oo the floor of
svery trade union conference
in 978,

This fundam=nial attack on
thecivil likerties of Irish people
in this country has gane on for
far oo long.

Aabes: Ap-por eonc. Display £2
Ar galume ipem, Deadiing:
pm Saturday bedure publica-

tan

MATIONAL Eosiallst Faminlat
sordarence 28008 Jam, Mian-
chester. Far desalls ot wenua,
pAps; irRnapon, alc Lordon
wamen posase conkasl Karen
Margaoils, BG Angert's Park Rd,
MY (T8,

“FIRST OF MAY' Edinburgh i
& Iedt maeting  placs . and
beossfop ol 45 Middey St
231657 1345, Opar: 12 noan 1o
Tam Mpor-Sal |Sam Salk, Wa
hawe ar swoedant ramge af
nooikg  ard  parlodicala.  Wa
meicome al | yisilon

MALE o lamale 19 ghae large
Mt with rop-ssciarian (WG
oammaides . Aerd T34pm, Pragsp
Dan, Daea ar Mex on B01 0173
|Tatlerfam).

NEW anli-laasisl badges. pro-
duced by the Soclalisl Slud-
ents' Afflanca. Black an whika,
15p dach. ar 01 Far 10, plus 10p
ofp. Ceder bo B8A, ¢lo Tha
Qthar Boakahap, 328 Upoer St-
riaml. Lenden W1 200,
IRELAND Socialiar  Faviess:
dourmgl af aralvsis and dis
cusalon on Britlah impesialiam
in Iraland aritigre by mambers
al Maringeiy and Hama! Trsaps
ous Mowamsanl, Fram 60 Lou-
nborcagh - Fdsd, Lendon
W, 200 plua 16p poatagedh +
Pt Trme).
INTERMATHONAL Bullakin o
the SWF = subacripiion olfar
Taka 218 1978 subscriplion to
e Bullslen, {£1.50 for s 1sa-
ues) and gl Theoe no.5 Fres,
Arlicied includa: inferdew from
Lebarian with tha ol iclal soak-
anparsan al tha PFLP, Thes Uiy
aine nationa mesement. Oug-
bae. Trda Dalian «sw af Ponk
RAock. Send £7 B0 ko SWiF in- §
lernatiomnal (S5}, B Sothans Qa-
rsang, Lersdee E2 GDMN. Singla
lgsuns H0p incl. postage.
IMAGES af Waman :n Rasant
Eooda. Evening olass, Wedno-
adays, T.20, Tram 11 dam, Far-
inlat digZuaaicn of feticn and
qep-fighan-in 19708, MaEntes
Adull Educatian Cantos. Ritks)
Fapd, Welthamaiow, E1T. Con-
oot Lissy Wimibman, BOB-37360
34008,
SARKISM and Fam=nlam, & 3
manih ek axamining the' re-
latliishlp  bobwear  Manilst
thiaory and  sacialist-laminist
atrateyy in BOritasn, Disguss-
lone will Include: wamen amsd
tha suimasl aconamis  colale,
political soonomy ol the fam-
1. woman and S atnaslune,
feenirigm and the revclutanary
laf boday. Spanaceed by Wark-
arg' Edusaliaonal &agceaslidan.
Thursdave &1 5. Londern Wom-
on's Canira (45 Mosth B, S84,
Clapfam Saommoen tubsl, Fist
oloss: 12 Jan, §.30. Tabar: Bar-
hars Taylor, Mere nfarmakicn
from E22-4118,
GAYS for Socalikm — Yaa! [Fs
bedgs vau've ali been walting
hor. & polourg, sk el |aseRs
dar medea! Hip + To plp, ar
150 tor 10 ar mars pagl - [Fae,
Froen Sacialiad Challange, PO
Box B0, Lendon 81, Chonguas)
nogral cedecs o The Weak'
SOCIALIST Teachers” Alliance.
Public Mesling, ‘Balareas, a
diszussicn infroducsd by Dave
Piotan. Pringa- &Afbert  pub,
Wiharfecisla Fasd, Langan &1
{leas to Kinge Crosa} o 10
Jan, Bpm, Al welenma
LEAMINGTON Antidancist co
mmiltea plekat § January, Jam
at Leamingtan Magiatraties Co-
urt, Mewhoid Tomacs,  whan
14 Briliah  Movamesd Mmam-
¥ b= will be facing prosecidion
under tha ‘incitaman to fagial
Padresd’ claumn o the Bace Hel-
alice Agl Thiz will ba The
firsl. presecutlon undar 1hal
cliamsaalthe Act,

Ranrodutio ot 1 i
Tmh

now pamohie Y,
Unideera Nalionsl Flag —
Beclsm, Fasolam end the

Loty M o A PP

Send ordors to: BM ACT (B0,
Landan WCAY 8XX, Chesques
ard posial crders {0 ACT Ans-
oialican,

SIMN Feun Bloody Sun mar-
ch, Aaaambla 3gm, San .28
January, Speakers’ Cormar. Ma-
rzh ba Whitehall, Al Danrsss
waliomrs
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Indo-China

Stop this insane war

Because mperiatists fell Ves,
becanse conficied  fosrmalisrs
peddle  Siair Deprrimeni
propagandr, we canmed gfford
te e complooend, To become
apoiogists G Phrom Perk or
FHIHO, ral g menlipn
Pyougpong or Tiraro, cameol
be @ seriops option for any
revilufienery marxlyl, We hovg
te corfronl @ nuatier nf iruihs,
however unpleasani they. may
seerr. " That is whal we wrole
lmsi Sepiember In this paper
(Pemacrancy ond Revoluiion in
Frifiiching, 15 September 1977}
i COMIEELE an Che sltmatien
im Cambodizand ¥ietnam.

Toalmy we confreni a situnthon
where Cambodia and ¥ieloam
kave hrokem off diplomatic
reluiions and are In & staie of
war. Combamfin hos charged
that the Vieinamese have
endered Cambodidan  derrilosy
and have ‘deriroped  rubder
planiarions,  burmed  down
Soresis, strafed (he penple
children and old ones alike —
ond raped ared Killed wosmen,
1B ¥ eeinamese have scaded thod
Cambodian  sobdlers  “Fawe
ﬁgﬂm’m.rd’ witerly  LrifciimiaA

RS, raping, culiing foetwsey
frcums prochers” wormbs, disem-
bowirliing aduliy and burning
chaldrenalive

As ke caplialisi  press
thromghaoan the world gleelally
specalates on the culcome of
thvis war il Tells on socialisis 10
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iry and unrovel what ks going om
in couniries which nol so beng
apo  inspired  anii-imperislist
sentiments  ihroughowt (ke
wirkl, Wihese propaganda do
we believe? i is impossible oo
make on immediate chobce,
because here is mo way inwhich
informmiien  can  bhe  coffo-
borated, The todal monopely of
information exercised by the
daie im bolh countries makes a
Clemice dilTicali. There B pn
urgenl meed for 8 body Hke 1he
Berirand Russell Foundolion ta
semd a lewm of ohservers (o the
area immediately,

However any sober estimode
wl thee aftuation invelves ssking
the guesiinn;  whe  profiis?
Which cownrry stands ne goin
aniything from a nar? Amd here
we ore forced to the conclasion
that i is »of e ¥ieliamese
wovernmeni which newdls 3

military codtllict. Ds  lesders
huve diremly called Tor negn-
fiatlons and clearly bope Lo
selile ke eonflicl arouwmad o
tuhde

The Cambodian regime mmsl
alo know ihot the Vieimumese
mivw passess one of ihe besi-
eguipped arimies in Asia. Why
then provoke =8 miliiary
corn Tl The answer could well
liwim L desperation of & regime
whose rule appears (0 e based
exclusively on coercion. The
puirges wldeh shook Cambaoda
several monthe  @E0  were
privhably @m sttempt o clexr the
Khivimer Heuge of all ebements
wppused 0 the lime of ihe
presenl leadership. A regime
which moves  populations
whthoni ihelr consent cannot
rapect o have o base of poprlor
supporl ol home, Heper (ke
deploymend  of an ulira-
nationlist  and  chawvindsie
rhictorke  becoies ol kev
impuridnce. Im thul sense 2
conflicl with the Yieinaimese
servis A uselal internal purpose.
B cun e linked to o 'cenminrles
oldsrrapele’

The Cambodian FPresidend
Khien Swmphon hus  oecused
Yietnam of wanting 1o 'make
Cambodia & member of the
Yielnamese-tleminated  amlon
of Indochina’, This in iiselr
raises A naniled of imporiani
guesiions. YWhile, om the anc
hamd, revelutlonary  socialisis
Favur the crealion of s federa-

thn of bodachinese republics,
this canndad be done withowt the
approval of -all ihe people
imvislved, Here fhe quesibon
of internol demaocracy becomes
vital,

[kne wl the churocieristics of
Sialimism asa politbcal ideoligy
Ity beem §ls  siridemf  @nH-
imtermationnlism, aprly swm-
med op i e Tormula of
‘ocialismin One Conniry™. 1 s
this  which dominates e
Ihkitkimg of the LSSH, China,
Combaselio und, do a2 lescer
exieni, Viemmam. The Sino-
Soviel conllict. frem ils origins
io the preseni, the Chiness
sefzire of ihe  Vielnamess
Marpcel Islundds im the Soarth
China  sea, and now  lhe
LCambodia-Yielnam war are ol
grave manifesiptions of this
deviathon. Maturafly we cannoi
wizih il wwuy Toril is inexiricuhly
tigd da the whole way in wiich
Uliese coionbries are ruleld,

Imomr arlicle of 15 Seplember
1077, we weode ihat, “rhe fufure
afl fhest reveufiony ir
infimaiely bownd up with le
guesnion of democracy.,,, e
teck of demacracy disrarts (e
imrernal developmeni of the
revalidiERa even Wil e s
erevoie  and  enliphrensa
fenderasiip. Mareover @t pra
wides e riaiivem witk one af IS
treey cards, Ve can now add
that ir disforts [he exierns]
develogment of the revolu-
|'il'-||'|ur!|' PHEESECVED O,

Ag srcialists we are for the
pescefol  rsahetiom of ol
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Khisu Samphan [Jeft] ang Priacs Sibanoak in happier days.

conflbeta Involving s
cupitalisl  states. We are in
foveur of federated socialist
repriifics. bt we believe thal
theseare omly possille where e
comsend of the masses kas heen
obtained . through  Tree - wd
impurliul referendums or elec
fhoins. Any foreed federatlons
will prosve o be Letally counier-

prodictive, i all ihis sondid
pditical mess ix imtermingled
the dispaies berween (e LssH
and China, Buth siudes should
he oware thot its contlnnatog
wiuld be counier-prodeciive
for all sidbes and iheir inflscnee
slrdd be wiilised te seecle and
mnl pxscerbale ihe conflicl.

SPAIN

December in Spain was action-packed. On the second
of the month 200,00 Basgue workers came out on
sirike againsi allacks on workers' living standards,
despite the opposition of the Socialist and Communisi
Parties. A few days lzter Basgue women held foor
days of discussion on how o fight their oppression,
and the Spanish Troizkyists held their first conference

to discuss paolicy in the irade wnions.

FAIRBAIRN reports.

FRED

Trotskyist
trade union
conference

MADRID — Some 2,300 mdli-
tants astended the first trade
umion conference of the LCR
— Spanish sympathisers of the
Fourth Intermational, The L,
anther FI group which s kn the
process of unifving with the
LCE, abso participared.

Inithe build-up 1o the confer-
ence, which took place on 11
Thecernber, a text nutlining the
main ideas of the LOR's pro-
gramme had been discassed by

e and syopathisers in
hundreds of workpldaces. Then
they come to Badrid 1o share
their experiences Bnd mark aut
a clear line of action agains the
many attncks on working class
fiving stundards — one that
winihd open up the way oz real

Hhmnge b society,

CONTINGENTS

The atrendance showed that
the LR has the beginniogs of &
seTions implanation  in  che
wiwking class, Contingenta
came from all parts of Spain,
despite transpor problems. A-
boot 30 per cent cime from the

Basque counlry, some 25 per
ceot from the ceniral region
arnund Madirid, and 15 per cent
[rom Catalonia.

Thirly:six per cent were wo-
meén. Alhough this was  Far
fromm satisfactory the pec cent-
age of women has o be set
against the low percentage of
women with jobs ouiside the
hoime.

e maporiy was allilialed
o the bgger unions, the Work-
ers Commibssions (B3 per cent)
and the UGT (11 per centl, bt
nearly two per cent were mem-
Fers of the anarcho-symdicaliss
CWT and some four per cent
belomged 40 other umions
(LIRS0 peasant  l=agoes =ic.).
Almist a third work in the en
gineering indusiry, and aboul
nine per cent each in building
and educacion, Cwher seciors
well pepresenied wers fextiles,
health, chemicals and graphic
arts, =ach with five per cent.
Orver S0 held unson posts and
44 were members of factory
commities.

AUSTERITY PLAN

The background 1o the con-
ferenice was the ruling class ay-
sterity plan, cryatallised in the
infameous Moncloa pact, and
the forthoeming v-‘m'l:-'cpla»:n: el-
ections, which are mare or less
contralled by the Government.
With the former having heen
signed by the major workers
parties, and the lafier having
already produced a debilitaiing
inter-uanion rivalry, the confer-
e deall with the peed for
class mdependence, class oniry
and workers demacracy,

Mot long ago millions of war
kers witnessed a television de-
bate between the geaeral secre
tzri=s af the Workers Comim-
issions and the Socialisc-bhackes]
LT, which degenerated into a

sectarian slanging malch. This
public display ol pelliness and
dismity when the working class
& laoxd with extremely serioos
thredls toits lving standards
had & demoralising ¢ffes on
many milithnes, net 1o meantion
thie majority of workers who
have yer to jodn-any union, In
respomse to thiz the central
theme of the coatereinos was:
“Trade nion unity, against the
social contract’' — a peed [nten-
sely felt by many rank and file
milktanis

Time and agein, basing
themssdvwes on fheir varied prac-
tical experiences, militanis sir-
essed the importance of work-
ing within-ithe main uninns o
conFramt their reformist lespder-
ships amd challenge them for
that leaderabip, while ar the
same e promoting - prass-
rools organisations, includi
all workers, of assemblies an
recallable delegates.

Al the end of the day hose
who had attended wees Left wdth
the fecling that the LCK had
lald the baziz for a credible
ikler-unlon stategy for devel-
aping the sclf-organisation of
the whole class around & prog-
ramme capable of mesting the
immediate needs of all workers
— especinlly those worst off
sueh as youch, women, unem-
ployed, and disabled anel at
the same rime heginning (o im
pinge on the interésts and pom-
er hase af e capitalin class,

Basque women'’s days

BILEAL
Drecernber something Wnexpos-
led appened. Aot 3000 wo-
men fron all aver the Basgue

Between 8 and 11

countey, hoth  Borth  and
Sonrh, meet 1o discoss their situ-
Tion 85 Wmen.

After oo inlernatonal meeel-
inp of women in Paris i May-
Jime, the Women's Assemnbly
of Viecayn called ropsther all
the other feminist groups m the
Basgue country, amd a co-ord-
inaiing body was 4ot up i pre-
pare this evenl. Apart from
takiop care of the techiical pre-
parations, this body ser up &
number of commissions to dr-
aft papers for the 'women's
days',

With the texs presented by
oLber groups there were 24 pap-
ers o all, of which cighr dealt
witlysexuality, the theme of the
first day, The second day centr-
cd on the problems of patriar-
chy apd *dus]l membership’,
and therewas a vigorous debare
hetween the tadical Ferminists
and 4 racher ill-delined ¢lass
sirieggle current. Unby Lwo pobi-
tical orpsizarong — LEI (the
Basgue Trotskyists) and EME
(Communist Movement of Eu-
skadi) — presenred papers and
hed any real presence in the
conference.

Thethird day wae devosed o
Lhc qiiesticmn of work, botk is-
side and owlside te o,
Three women's prpups froom

Vizcava factories made writhen
contributions. The finnl  day
was guppoded Lo be given over
1o the presontation ol eenerl
alicrmatives and  perspectives
before the confercnce closed
with festiviries, Howaver, only
women who had been worki

in the neighhoorhooda  ha
drivwn their experiences togeth-
er into oot of down-to-earth
propositls, They o derided (o
campaign far birth conirel cen-
tres ait the netgghbourhood: —a
mazessily [or working class wo-
meth.

Otherwise, apart froan agr-
LR 10 suppott the state-wide
campaipns for sexoal frecdom
and against women's uoemplo-
yment, things remained wery
murch spin the air, Perhaps thic
l#ck of conclosaons is the maost
megative lenture of an other-
WL very [MSILEYE verlure.

Soowlal was 30 doexpected?
Hadw'l these been sinsilar wo-
men'sdavs In Madrld and Car-
alonia? Yes. but althouph inthe
vanguard of many economic
und national sruggles, the
Hasgue couniry has tende] o
lag behind on piher guestecns
redating 1o social oppression.
bloreaver, in the whaole Basgue
couniry thee are bardly a cou-
ple of hundred women osgani-
sed in arbonomous gronps, The
nexi sep must be to capitalise
on the inierest and potential
this conferencs . hus revealed,
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The growth of the women™s  [liberation
movement, ihe explosion of siruggiea
lEmched by working women for women's
rights, and the abortion campaign have led to
increasing  dovolvement of  thousands of
wnmeen in Lhe struggle lor their iberation. The
political organisations of the lefi, as their
involvemsen has increased M this movement,
have mounted major internal- discussions o
clarify their positions on the family and
women' s liberation. MNal  least,  the
Communist Party of Great Britgin,  More
than any ofher gquestsod, This omne  kas
ammated discusion in Lthe Party in the lns
two years, [t has also been an issue which bas
recently drawn masy women recruils bo the
Party,

There are w0 constant fearares of dhe
workings of the capiiabist family. It 35 the
primary institution through which the social
reproduction of the labowr force is carried ouwt
and as such, through the prevailing sexual
division of Inbour, it is the principal
Instlution m whach womeén’s oppression is
roobed. 1t is one of the most powerful inssru-
ments of class domination. Revolutlonary
socialists, sioce the Communiy Wenifestoof
1848, are for the destruction of the family and
For the social provision of tasks showldersd by
winmen inindrvidual family onits

Ope fine of argument in the CPGH bas
tended o separate the tasks ol revolulionary
feminasis from those of the revolotionary
socinlisi movement as & whole, rather than
integrate this imo the fight for working class
power. These CP women have argoed thal
vince The overthrow of capitalism does mol
puarastiee the lberation of women, ihe
siruggle for liberation 1= largely autonomoas
from the sruggle for working clnss political
power. The key achvity becomes the exposare
of the igeofpgical reproduction of manke
Gomknathon w capitalasg bl'.'h'."il'."lj-.

In political terms this actually entails the
fight lor women's righis and the struggls
against reactionary male arritedes in  the
working class. Tothis some CF women woubd
add the peed to democratise 2md relorm the
division of lnbour within the present Tamiby,

W readily agree Lhat power Tor the working
clasx -does msl wsher in the fiberarion of
women. There will be & need for a massive
Nghi &gamnst the poisonous ddeadogica!
baggage of the previous mode of produciion
— npot least a flEht within the ranks of e
workers themselves, And an immense effor!
1o re-direct and plan the productive focoes will
be vital i the saieral prescomdisons for
womens liberation are to be developed

W belecve this batcle will be led by the mass
organisation of women themseives. This i
why we acgue thar socialist feminists should
be clezrly defined in the presemi women's
libgration movement; respecting its democ-
gher, bur nevertheless arguing for the
morvement Lo &im il mads aclions twards &
united fight for women's libsration on she
piarl of the labour movement 85 a whole.

Here we disagree with the attirude of many
CP women towards the women's liberatlon
mavement, Since they separate the politicl
siruggle for socialism from the fight for
progressive working class cultural Chepe-
mony' against bourgenis attitudes amd social
,'JI:EI.'lil.'EE-. thew are led to seethe movement as
fittle more than & broad soceal mosemenl Do e
spread and encouragsd . They cor el se=it psa
potentlal poltionl spearhead in the fight for
working class power.

Many CP women in the debate op the
family have raleed pressing issues amd
quesiions to which we do mol prétend o kasve
confident answers. However, we do believs
that the currenl analysis of the ©F, which
wnde o peduce the strugals fo changing
altitudes and social praciois, even 1o acguing
for a reformed noclear family under
capitalism, |5 miszaken, In paricwlar we
hedieve thit orientation leads awdy rom
arguing for the movement to become 5 major
perlitical foroe in saoiely.

Thess hrief comments doonar do justice 1o
the range of positions on women's OPETession
in the Comomunisi Party. Lo fact 4 5 the
diversity of  positions - amongst  the
membership that stands owl, We would
defend the right of members to held many
differing pasitons oo abl guestions in rhe
Party. But these discussions must be dinscted
to one end — the clarificatzon and d=finition
of the podiicnd gctiviey of the organisation as s
whole: What s remarkable about the
differences inside the CF is thar they spem io
hove such Rle impsiclon the central policy of
the teadership.

We believe this [ becauss there is no
insticunionalised inner parly démocracy mdisde
the CPGE, but raither a pasernalisdic - and
hureaocratic regime. The leadershlp is
prepared 10 tolerate diversily and poditical
confuglon as long as no grouping dares
challengs the  political  positions o the
l=mdership, Indesd, the eadership has besn
prepared o trade @ ‘do oyour own fhimg
position. witk many Jeminist acrivists wha
have goined the Pany, in reoacn o for he

The

Communist Party

and

liberation

Feminist socialists in the women’s liberation movement will be meeting for a
national conference in Manchester at the end of this month. The last such

conference vwas held three vears ago.

The debates at the conference will andoubiedly be influenced by the ideas of
feminists in the Communist Party, although individusl Party members have
frequently opposed the consolidation of a feminist socialist current within the
movement. Below, CATH CIRKET and VAL COULTAS examine the
positions of the CPGB — including those presented in the drafi of the British
Road to Sacialism, the aew CPGE programme adopbed with amendments at
the Party's recenl congress. They argoe that the reformist sirategy of the
CPGEsacrifices the inlerests of women, and that il is incapable of providing a

line of advance for women's liberation.

-'-_..-_

Trestige their membership givies o the CPGEB
inthe women®s movement and its periphery.

Thizresull — which we believe will continee
until the fundamenial political postions of
the CF leadership are challenped — is the
apparent unwillingness of the CP femimals L0
caurry n Sighe o theic  positlons o the
leadership of the CP, inoorder ta strenglhan
and improsethe ke and work of the Pary ax
awholeinrhe working class movement and in
1A WO n s movement

Wethink the least CF feminbsrs should do is
fight for the demands af the movement 16 be
incorporaied in e progranime of the Party,
ani For it Ao pneguivecally condensn the

palicies 0f the Eas European Governments in
regard to womien. I they mads such imoves,
CP women would come right up against the
wradesroeratic intermal regliee of their own
party, which begs anoiher guestion. [T in the
LU 55R and Easvern Burope wers making bold
meleances in the direction of ssmen’s liberat-
i, (he lmpact on ®ioning feminisis oo reve-
lutipnary marxism e the west would be
phenomeral,

W believe that if feminisis in the CP
verioinsdy lunched sucha sirigele agasnst the
leadership they would very quickly find their
menberibep in e Pary meompatlsle with
their commitment towormen’s i berasion.
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Iz &= mot The diversity of positions insude Lhe
CP we ohject to. Far from it Whai
revalutionary soclalisis eritlelse is the=s
patherlcally  inadsquate formulee on the
appression of wemen conained in the new
Draft accepted by the last Congress. A lucther
aulcome i Ue ghetteising of debate and
achivity on this guestion largely amongst
Wi acivises in the Party.

[T many feminises in the CP place the
cphasis on changing personal amitusdes and
lite wtyles, aod draw back from a polifical
intervention in the women's moavenkeil, (e
leadership of the CP made it clear in #s draft
proggramnime Uial women's oppression does
hve a preciss posilion in che overall sSicalegy
of the Parcy.

In the drafo (lines 882-893), the specific
featwre o women's oppression singled our is
their lack of squality with men in many dreas
of social e, ¥omen's robe in the family is
menticRsl. Bul che implication isclear, Ajs far
a3 the draft bs concerned ‘the fundamenisl:
peoblems focing women can be desit with '
throagh a series of democratic reforms giving
thern Formal lepal equallty with men,

The drnft correccly pointg ol the
culstanding weaknesses of existing legislation
ard in i way would we play down e vinal

imporiance of the fight for women™ nghts.
Lisdood we have been 'in the forefrom: n 1his
Beetle asemuch asehe CF.

Bur in rrsaring women' s oppression Lhis

wiry, the CP'a prograoums plays down the
fundamental social relations ol appresiiodn in
which momen are trapped unde capitafism by
fAe fomily. I is this marerial basis of their
oppression in oo privacised  and ©osocially
isclated insttorion far whose working {the
sfficient social reproduction ol tw Jabolir
forces) women are condemned under capatal-
ian Ly be prunarlly mesponsible thar i the
fundammenial bbock o thetr liberation,

By limiting che analysis to the way in whicie
thiz oppression 36 scructurally  reflected in
idenlogy (sexison} and the legal sirociure |lack
of egual rvightsl, the drafi separates the
srrugple for Immediate democraric dempnds
far women from the struggles for socialism
{1451 18

Clezrly, only a socsalist soeciety where
warking chiss conlrol over society™s TEsOUros
and veal cconomic and sogin] planning were
passible Tor the first ume, could bring about
the complete socialisation of child cire and
dimestie labour. But K 18 this goal thar is the
precondition for abolishing the nuclesr
family,

In the C1* programene, tse Esae iz dodped.
Immediate demands under cspitilism are
separated from the pre-conditon of troe
fibertion, And the drafl’s conception of
fiberation is limifed to ending ''the sexual
division of labour between men and womenin
the fumily and &t work™, Oaly a2 moment’s
thowpht Teveals thar as leng as an institunon
valled the 'Camlly’ 35 the primary vehicle fior
inirial child-rearing and care, then the sexud]
divigiog of iabour remains wnder seoalism
and continues to Torce drudgery and
inferiority on women. Whal has hoppened
sioce U Commusis Mmaifesro of 1348
wiich now 2ompels the CPOHE Lo draw back
from ithe goal ol the abolition of the Tamily?

Precisely what has happened b5 Uiz Lhe lefr-
reformist  polities of the CPORE drive it
wwards a *broad democratic oliance’. The
gZoals of this siruggle must therefore e
aubmierged and obscured in the fighs for
‘dermacratic advance”. Thes is Lse price that
women's liberafiom pays for the “albiance’. 11
wvpin draws Back from jvcloding che demanids
of the women’™s movemenl.

aoy feminists inthe CF aee clearly critical
ol the lmsdership”s positions. Bul they displars
a tendency 1o avoid spelling our whar shoald
bee thee comerete poditical activity of tre Parrp
a5 @ wholr on woamen's oppressson. Lo
wndertake this taek would mean confronting
the overall strategy of the CPGH. AL present,
bay different rouies, both the leaderskip and
leminisis in the CP fall w0 develop a
revciiudiomry socialist strategy Tor women's
Iibszrariomn.

The pulitical grice the intereats of women
may pay through the opemtion of the CPGR's
strategy 1 iluscrared by events surrounding
the nbortinn strugele in Italy, There, although
the PCL's allance’ is with the Christian
[emocretic Party (the eguolvakent of the
Tories and- an incomeeivable dlly for the
CPGE, although CP leagers 10 the Mational
Linion of Stodests are taking bold steps in
tkat direction], the Facl §l was pn:-na.rc-:l Lo
saveri lice the densand for abortion on the alar
of demooratic sdvance' is a dire wa.rnin.'ll;. e
foroed PC L women militania vo break with the
Party on the sirests. What conossions wowld
e CPGR be prepared 10 make with trade
urion leaders and lefi laboor leaders in
Britain?




Big Flame is right

AS YET anothar ax-mamber of
the intemational Soclelists
[E'WP], | wigh o digsgres with
M. Stonas” lattar 19 Socialist
Challenge [15 December] snd
to support, in genaral, ihe
criticisms of the paper made by
ther Big Flafme Secrelariat.

Klmost overyone who writes
o Socipkigl Challange seams
1o be full of pralsa for s non-
seclarianiam, its honasty, Iis

ean, gic, and on the whola
I thimk such pralss Ib [ustilled,
But tha Tact that thess
characisrisiics are rolaibraly
rﬁmlﬂ meaans vary [ile in
isalf,

Such chamcteristics of the
paper ware nol conceived and
doveloped because they ane
costractly ‘goed things', but
with & ﬁ:rﬂn-uln purposs in
mind. Thal purpasa, to put
guite bluntly, is to aitrsc
around the papar the verious
disaffected alements ol the
l&tt, or the ‘childran of 98" a8

thay have bsan more suphami-
slically describad, In order o
reunily ihem. si some laber
stage, Infc n new cadre
hsaibon,
ow such s projsct may bo s
guits werthy and l:m
nacesEary coan
revalutionary soclalist move-
ment in Brilain, &1 one bevel.
Bui 1o pretend thai a papar
dirsciad almosl ackaly o ks
and can akso ba a populsr mass
paper, &8 Slons appears o
suggest, s & shesr nonsensa
In my view,

Iz it really 1o ‘undersatimate
snd patronise working class
militania” bo bedleve thal they
aran’l lkaly o ba wery
gD e

rundrisas’ ar
Imprassed L
Interview with David Hockney,
‘g ol Brilain's mast lamous
liwing painiers'?

Ho. In iHa presenl form

ﬁﬂm izhallanpe s Iluﬁtc:
8 WTy NAftow FAngE o
meadership which eifisctively
precliudes Its development
toward becoming & popular

MA%KE APRF.

Whal Blg Flama ssam 1o be
arguing — end | balleva they
ara correct — ls that this whals
siraiegy Is misconcelved, This
Ia mol bo &8y Ihal tha L g
tatlon of the axisting laft s
unimporant, but I |8 &
mistakan assumpiion that the
lgit could ba reunliied on the
basis of an lﬂp'ﬂl be whatever
desire they maoy have o
idantity with the lail inteili-
gantala. Rathar, | would ba lar
mora likaly to respond 1o the
Iﬂ‘ﬂll' ol & paper which
commanded supparl from o
sizmnble number of worker
millilanis, or &t leasl had ihe
poftential ior doing so.

The tormat of such &8 paper
would nol nesd to be so dis-
similar to Socclalisy Waorker a3
Stone suggesia in Rl aager-
nasg to distance himeal! fram
I, Soclallst Worker has baen
ihe mosi successful papar on
the revolulionary lell in lerms
ol & sales bo, and =0
from, working class militanis.
Te reject ithe lorm which
creates this obvlous appeal
just because some of iis
confent is seoctarian and
direcied solaly loward parly
bullding is o ihraw the haby
oul wlth tha bathwatar, i is to
dany tha meallly which draw
many of us fo revolillonary
palitics In tha lirs placa.

Soclallal Waorker  probabily
still represants tha closast
WMIFTIIIM ::_‘:hl Tarem fhat
& popular revalutionary papes
shoubd take for i1 I galn &
mass readarship. Unlike
Soacialist Warker, howaver, 1
would need the opan, honasd,
Aon-asclanian approach which
characierises Soclalist Chal-
—

langs — bl wilh this preban-
tlous and ssoteric Intedleciual.
Ism repleced by naws, anslysis
and “'I-Iﬂl"l' geared toward
wa class millants and
aval & o Hham.

Unfortunately, the creatlon
and developmeanl o adch &

is not ma & procass
of stylistlc smulstion and
synihasls, It reguires the
dadlonied application of mons
axperisnced volulionaries
than axisf in the mnks of tha
MG slons,

Perhiaps Big Flama, Workers
Lapguae, aic, should now pul
agaide their doubls and
suspicions and aol upon ihsir
criticisms by |oining tha
Editarial Board §o try o maks
Sacialist Challengae Into sama-
D Iy ot B

erk .
Pl%ulr reluciance |s undar
siandable, bul il they don'l da
it Snaialisi Challenge probably
will degensrale Into & more
newsy, weakly vargion ol Naw
Lefi Bpvwew, Comrade Stona
appaars 1o lavyour such &
development. | and & graal
many athers would regard 11 as
n mattar for daep regrat.

TOMY HEAL, Hull

|.‘I_ .
"
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THE LETTER from Big Flama
In Socialiat Challanga [1
Decomber 1877T] axplained
thelr retusal to work closaly
with Socizlist Challenge.

Im my oplnion their
argumeanis 8 funde-
mantaily sectarian approach bo
Epcialisl Challengs; “Wa will
only bacoms invelved when tha
papar lakes up our idans about
whal kind of paper i ahoukd
ba'. This kind ol uliimatum Lo
Eacialist Chalkenge will handly
aliract those very sama inde-
pendanta involved In Soolallst
Ghallange whom Big Flame
would Bs8k 10 encournge -
Lo, thosa whao ané quite fghtly

" saplelous ol pny organisation

that clalme 1o have &l the

| answers. Ane Big Flams now to

i - o &
r.l-‘_"-’-.'f. 'Ff"'-!". 1 il.i

Included amongst such
organisations?

The IMG has naves clabmed
1o ba the Infallible golde as 1o
how 8 revelulienary organlea-
tion or newspaper should
operate. 11 hes on countiess
oocasions siated that the
practical msolutlon of such
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ons shauld be e task ol
L revodutionary loll as a
whale. Tha lsch thal Soclalisl
Ghatlange |s, in practice, Hbe
lirve papar ol the IMG (8 fsct, by
tho way, thal hat never baen
disguised by the IMG] |s the
sole responsibility of those
organisations, like Blg Flama,
which are not praparsd 1o pul
to the {esi kiside an organisa-
tlon largar than thelrown, what
are only taclical differences
wlih othar ifsndancies.

The |M3 doees ot hide the
facl that it disagreas wilh Big
Flama on whom Gocialist
Challenge showdd be alpmed at,
on how revolutlonary nlurnurr
man 18 1o bé gchigved, and in
what kind of organisation |&
needed, Bul il doss not hold up
thase diffarsnces aa Holy Wil
— the MG s quils pared io
function s & minorty within a
ravalulienary arganiaalion thal
dirscts Bocialist Challange in &
way radically diiferant io
b

.
It i= treeglc: that Blg Flama sae
the cancapl of revalutionary

e
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o bl e Bt
\wvml o tha worets'
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Think again Big Flame

unity 88 & much narrower affair
than this — as litla more,
baskeally, than an exlsnslon of
thair awn ideas. The comradas
of Big Flams must ba urged to
think again,

PALUL GRTON {Shedtiald]
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Socialist

Challenge
- EVENTS

NORTH WEST

For dataila od siivitiag. in B Wm
wifle ar ring the Manchastar
Sociallaf Challengae Canirs, Thind
Floor, 14 Piggadifly, Manchesiari.
081-236 2353,

Opan Tuaaday #-Bpr, Thursdaw
B-Bpm, Salurday 10-1pm. Room
avasiable lor maatings, Duplicating
fisilitine availabls.

WARRINGTON Soclaliad Chal-
lemga gri-up meels regularly. Ring
Manzhaatar Boclalis Chadlongs
ificas 1or delads, 061-236 2352

JEOLTON Socislien Challangs

supparlers group, Thursday 12
damiiary, Whils Lins, Macr Lana
‘M platierm {or {ascists — what
doas o maan

BURY Socialis! Challesgs group
mesals avary Wadnasday. Bpm, at

thi Whestahead pub, In Bury Naw
Fusd, Whitaliald (near '-'-Ih-;efiuld
bus -ared Train aksiiang.

LIVERPODL Boclalkii Challenps
Group meabs fMrinlghty on Wsd-
neadays &l the Dolphin, Sanning
Plooa.

NORTH EAST

DARLINGTON Socisllsl Chsllangs
salps on Salurdays oulada
Nomharn Rock or Mighn Aow,
'.1-||_;.-||_

MIDDLEEGBOROUEH Saclalisi
Challenge asise ar Salusdaya
culaide Boats in Cawaland Canine,
11-1pm

NEWCASILE Yogiallal Challanga
an  sale on  Esundays cubsdde
Fenwicad ahap in Morthumberland
Sirssl, 12:2om

SCOTLAND

Far informalion  an Soclslisy
Challenge aoritac! Sootlhiah Bagcial-
I&l { Bocsadinl Crallangn muklhup.
&4 Quean Sireal, Glasgow (Tal:
UA1-221 T4B1). Opan weskgays
10-4, Lale cgloging Thuraday

G.00pm.. Wide renga of FI
publications,
DUMBEE: Informalion abaul

Soolsllsi Challengs activiios Irom
Ed Qpaan Sines], Glaagom Join in
SC syps-audglds Bocds jcomar of
Ralonr: Streaty aack  Saturtay,
11 -2

EDINBURGH Soolabisl Chadlsn
maatings evary sscond Wad-
nasday  Contagl George Kerpvan,
12 Marchiatorn Grava, Edinbyrgh,
Tal 1 -3ef 0488

SOUTH WEST

POATSMOUTH Socciallst Chal-

rgadars group aeary Morday
7 ﬁpm ml ' Wiltghire pub [upstairsl.
Hampshire Torano.

LONDCN

GHEENWICH! LEWISHAM Baclal-
[E4] I:I'Ill:l-lﬂr aroup mesls seary
fmi waeks. For detalls ring ey on
0150 1187

CAMTDEN Soclialisi Challengs
graup massda svary second and
Iyt TAyrsday o1 sach meonth In
Kentish Town. Fordataila ring Meil
on 359 385 -0 wrile Mell cio PO
Bax 20, London M1,

SOUTHALL Bapporlars greup
meslg lorimighily. For detalia
phors 01-573 5085

BRENT So<cinliat Challenge group.
For delails. of mestinga wrils cio
Londgon MG, PO Bos 50, Landan
W AP,

SOUTHWEST LONDOM Socislist
Challenge supperiors moel avary
Iwo weaks in Batleraas, Furibar
information  [rém 25 Latohmsene
Aoad. Londer SW11.

HARINGEY Sacinlisi challenge
rapders group meats fartalghitty.
Waat Gresn Commanily ST,
Slanley Fasd, 10H West Gresn Ad).
Meparast iubs: Tumpiko Lang. Heoi
meaiing, Manday 9 Jaauary, T.20
prm an ‘Saclaliam and Democrasy .
Bpaakar: Murray Enith

HARROQW Socislist Challonga
supportens maat ragulaily, Aayirs
infaraulag planss contact 20 Bog
50, Lemoon NI ZEP.

HAMMERSMITH Soclalisi Chal-

S Langan M1 259

lenge groug minots fafmightly —
dalais fram. Londan (MG, PO Box I

In defence

of

Arthur

LIKE comrada Diara Grims-
ditgh 1 tooooam angry, bul
&ainst her latber. and your
idiotle cardgature of  Arthur
Scargtr,

H =eems 12 me a favooria
paatima o many comradag on
the rewolutionary left to attaak,
in fhe mosi negative . way,
l&ading camrades in the wide
labour movomant {who ara as
acarca a8 rocking horae shil)
for their lack of @ complete 100
peroen] marskat ingught band.

Ta clarify my Dwn positian
as a mere working class
aocialial |as coposad Lo oA
markist  theoretician) |, fka
many aihers, rmecognise the
gubordinats rale of wamen in
socisly, in exacily the sama
WHEY 88 Ond reécognisas Lha
prabiams of hamosexusals,
blacks, etc. In tolal, tha
prabiems of all cppressed
minantieas within 1ne franse-
work of capialist saciety. &
warlaty ot problams exist which

can only be eradicated when
man ands e sxploiation o1
man aver rnar, Thal {ask can
nob be forsaken for some
gactionalisad slruggle.

To achiave the desirod
ragyits T babeve one has o
raise warking class conscionss
nass, and i1 15 in this valm |
dafend Arihur Scargill ard thea
Forkshire Mimar. As a regular
raadear of 1ha Yorkehine Miner,
as well &5 Spofalist Challenge,
ang tha SWFP dominaled
Coifiar, | balave 1 File a basic
nead

Far gxample, Lha 5|"'I"||.'I|E

uestion of raising tha issue of

rynwicks, Priar to thia it was
indeed very dilfficull o
panvinoe workmatas of iha frue
rola of tha alalal i.&. pl'.‘l|ll‘.".'E
regrassion ol trade unlonists,
the role of the SP3, alc. Maw
hawirg witnassad i1 a1 first
hand, a cerlain breakdown al
thoug ht has acaurred.

It was gnca sald, 'The firal

cattla f5 for men's mings', but
naw  do’ ‘we _{I‘ﬂ it? Do wa
rambard therm with Afthogsar,
Lukacs, akc, bacauss avan iF
thay are 100 par cant manist
works; what's the polnt if tha
mimara don't read tham, or
warsa silll,  can't  e¥en
undaraiand tham?

| sea the frst part of the tas
in ramiy slagecongclousEngas
as ora of building a trade union
conaciougness — gJiven tha
unaveness af chsy conscious-
nags, which goas not Fl oo
any pre-datermined path. For
axample |[ust. bacauss somes
ane (oing. The Parky (SWP)
doas it immediatesy  fallow
hay @ saciaslan, rank and
filigls, Stale Cags, Anbl
Fascists, Antl Sawisis, AntiFl,
Anil Marxials, e1s? Evan
Hlchol and Co mguire a cartain
amoaunt of trme to inatill their
mistakan idealogy.

I hewa wrlfian or irad teowrliia
an honest [eiter, hopeful (hat
rezagnlsing saxism, and being
aware of 11, 11 in reality not
good -erough, but its the
bprigge 19 biplld on,

To consluda | owas agry,
wary angry, &t Jor Gormlay and
L Daly lagl  waek | was
appalled ar Sadat’s visit, and |
am harrified &t Britlghk
imperialism in B, Ireland. | am
disgusied at tha Labour
Gaowarnmand, IF we'ma ﬂl:li."lﬂ [
attack, |et’s attack tha rght
anes.

QICE HALL, Woraog Malm
Coiliery, M. Derbyshire.
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hallenge -

for a

conference

A MEETING of tha Shelfield
Socialisf Chaltangs suppori-
ary’ group held o 15 Decambsar
pasgad the following resais-
fioms;

1. Shalfisld Socialig! Chal-
Jlﬂi"ﬂ‘ SUPPOITErs group FECg -
niges thal although Soclalisf
Challenge has basn ralatively
sucoassful in tarmas  of
Bllp&nﬂlnn of readership. I haa
tailed to racalve the support af
any major organisation othar
than tha MG, Wa tharelara feal
thai thesa is an wrgant nead for
the cormaeniag A national
canferance of Soclalisr Chal-
Iamge supporters to maka an
assessmant of the role of tha
papsr since M launching in
Juns and 1o discuss the mexl

concrals stegs in tha campaign
for the crpaiion of & unifisd
revolutionary caganisation

Wa call upon the oditorial
baard to taka steps fo convens
sipoh & conlarance by the and
of April 1878 and to organise o
doaumantod dlacussion
amongst Sociais! Chaliemga
Supporters  Groups. We aiao
call tor one page of the paper
la ba glvan owver to
cantrinulions ta the discus-
abn.

2. Priar fo tha confarence of
Sociailal Chalisnge suppor-
gf;a, wa call upan the rlt!llhmrlﬂl

A} To abtaln Infoarmation
about |) the slze and compa-

SOCIALISTCHALLENGE & January 1976 paga 15
e e e =

sition ot all the kool SCG (L8,
thair IM3/san-IMG baga)
lf] the degres to which thay
hava operated as elthar
“Aeaders Groups" or  [nfer-
wantlonist groups, [H) whether
1he IMG ﬂlpdmﬂus a1 & sparatka
arganisation In the locality
wharg ihe SCGEE  are
vanlicnist,

bl Inthe casa of discussion
pocumants produced by the
SBCGs, fogr the paper o ba
rasponsiblie for the financial
and adminisirative burden of
digiributing them & other
S0Gs

Intar-

&) Ta place responsibility
on the local IMGs 1o maka
avallable (o 3C supporiers all
Intgrnal IMG material, past and
oresent, redating o 5C,

d} To make evary sflar Lo
ensure that fulure ‘Baitle of
Idans’ supplements relate 1o
the central guastions invalved
In mgroupment [e.g. tha natira
of the Party, the Programma).

&) To make spacs avallabla
in the papar far statemania by

cihar organisations an  the
queation of regraupmant,
Shatfiald furthar pro-

pases thai: 1) The conferance
ba open 10 all 5C supporters

bul that cradentials ba appliad
far through a local GG,
21 Thatothartendancieson the
laft ahould e invited 10 send
palegetas whose cradentials
should ba distinguished lrarm
50 supporiess lor tha purpoas
of vating. 3] Thai tha adilorial
board BCle a8, or appadnts, o
conferanorarrangamenls
gommitiea, 1o deal with
speakers’ credeantiais, time-
tabling of aganda; alc. 4) Thal
such A - committes mako
afrangements for & pre-con-
ferance composiling measting,
open b all SC supportars with
the necessany credentiais.
Chir group also adopied a
resolufion to be put 1o the
contaranca of BUpporiens:
Confarence daclaras s aim
to fight for the creation of &
naw revalutlenary socialis
organisation basad on a claar
revolutienary programma
pharply differentiated from all
brands of reformiam and
cantrlsm and guaraniesing
compledd intermal demacracy
with tha right to form fandan-
clas  and lactions. Wa
racagnise that tha formation of
such an grganization doss not
simply réduce [tself 1o
regroupmant’ — |.a, the fusion
of mxlgling anlgations =
but an the basis of an agread
programme the project shaould
fnwodve  thase wnaligned mili-
tants who ara pot, at presant,
ar never fave been, in oa
resalutionary arganisation.
Whitsl we would argue that

COMMENT

the spacific scope, direction
and unsaclarian nalurs of S5C
hae made a subsiantial
contrlgutlon o rewdutionary
pliticg  in Britain and  kas
aided many miliants in thair
braak wilh refesmism, untll SC
bacamas &  democratic cen-
trallgl organisation based on a
prinpipled ravolutionary prog-
Sugpariers Groups a3 acdive
orpantastions which Intervanse
ramme, capable of training -a
miea vanguard, BC will always
b in dangar of acsomadatin
te It audiance instesd o
pravviding It wlih a head.

Although ihera can be no
bluegrints, we recognisa hat
such @ process cannol e
almply the arthmedical growth
ol ane or more of tha presant
revalutlonary onganisations
and would in Tact invalve the
dissolution of suech organi-
sations: We should. fight for
tha naw  organisailon o
embrace all ifhoss who are
qmnmiliad o a clear ravoily-
tionary sociallsl programme.
Thiz means that farces who do
not-consldar themealves to ba
Socigliel Chellanga suppariers
cannat be axaluded from ihis
process and we shoufd ba
prapared lo discuss the
lermation of a naw arganiss-
tion with eny resslutionary
CUrrenis.

Howeear, In the avenl of
tallure to win such larces to the
praject of the formation of a
nay  revolutienary  organiga-
lion, we should be prepared, if

nacas=ary, to form awch an
organizatian freem ihe ranks o
Sacialist Challenga
AUpportars,

Ta thisa and, Confersnge
aalls upon Seoiaiisl Ch
1o eoneciously campaign far
tha tormatlon of 8 naw
ravoluilenary organisation. We
also call far tha formatlan end
baulldiing of Soclalisr Chaitanps
inithe class struggle.

Confersnor should alect &
natlonal co-ardinating  com-
mities baged on SC Suppariarg
Groupe  reflecting  both  the
palitical compositlon and
geagraphical epread of sugh
groups. Tha Commiites should
contipually  discuss  and
ailempl 1o guide the national
Intarvantion of Soclalisr Chea/-

fenge Supporlars.
Tha EB  of Spcializt
Chaitenge should be-alacisd by

confarancs and ba responaibia

lo the mational co-crdinating S

aommittea in badween con-
tarancas. Only the natlonal co-
ardinating commitiss and
apnfarenca can alter the aom-
pasitian of the EB.

The national co-ardinating
crmmitias should organise a
recall conferenge Defore the
end of 1978 la assess tha
overall rale of the paper, tha
supporters grosps and the
-:ampa_ipn for & naw revglu-
tianary arganisation.”

SHEFFIELD SOLIALIST
CHALLEMOE SUPPORTERS
GFROUS

Harrow supporters’ verdict

4 Socialist Chatenge Bup-
porbers Group has been Tarrmed
In Harrow with the follawing
aime:

1. Ta Initlate and ancourage
united laftwaork in the area, Wa
have staried sugpeating at
the Trades unsil ihal A
pullis meeting is held In
au:gp-nrrnﬂhnflnamaﬂ.

To hold ascasicnal
palitica! aducalion meatings,
apen toali

3 To help build Socialisr
Crhalienga. Wea all feal that the
aimaol SocialisT Challenge are
very commendable and That |1
i=, on tha whola, an axcsllsni
pepar. ¥Wa inland fo get mora
peapla to both buy and sall the
papar, to contribute fo i1
cursedves whan possible, and
1o taka initlatives in getting
aihar militanis to send in naws
itermns and articies,

The group has formulated
sevaral criticlsms of Sociaiel
Chaltenge. Although i1 is
betler thas Socialist Werker
becausa it addressas itaali o a
broadar audienca, andg al-
though we appreciaia tha nasd
for parhags ona leng theorati-
cal aticle par igsve, wo feal

that tha overall affact of ha
paper 8 too infellaciual. Tha
false imprassian that Lea pagar
Is ghlally writtan by and foran
alite of ravoluticnary intaliec-
fupls wes malnforcad by Lhe
obliuary @ Clive Gaadwin, We
think Tarig Al should not have
uged il Lo satile accounts with
a personal friand,

Tha many solumns of srmall
F‘rh'll arg pnattractiva topnyona
wha e ral alraady 100 per cant
asommittad. Throuvghoot tha
paper, 2 high 8 hecratical
I_El'rv&l g assurned, We would
like. more articlas on basic
pitical aducalion. Every day
militants aome under & barrege
af cliché-ridden reaction ary
prapaganda absorbed from the
masa medla tl:f thair  wark-
mates. The papar should arm
them wiith the basle  factual
ntarmation and {heoretical
argumenis 1o daal with this,

he sditorial board ahaukd
write  |ess  thamseives, oand
cammission mora tema from
thiage who ars actuaily invalved
in the yarlous acivities —
aspaciplly women's Blﬂ.ll;ulﬂﬂ.

indoetrial  struggles: and
Irmiand, 1alsa 1ha repgers
e )

Jesus w
our side, OK ?

SGF BRANDON in Jesus and
the Zeplots (1967} noded a
W:D_Bﬂ-gf'&ld raluctanca amaong
Christians io take sericualy the
pelitica of Jagus CGheigt, and, |
Petar Wallen's plece (15-34
Dacamber) k3 any:hlnﬂ to go
b, It ia Lraa of socme Marxisis
taa. Wollan saems to maly on
oui-dated and opnreliable
aoursas far his two maln
theses that, 1. the message of
Jasus was essantially athar-
wordiy ['well-known atlach-
mant 10 the aifher world'), snd
2. 'h& ‘was & ‘papslve
collaborator, A 'man in the
migkdle’ wha naver ook sldag.

Thare was a 1'ma whea
Marxist writars (e.g. Kautsiy,
Foundations af Christianiiy
18081 were morg thamugh in
thair analyaia, while Christian
Marxigd writers such s Conrad
Hoal, The Lile of Jasus [1937;
and Stanlay Ewars The Social
Hope ol the Christian Church
11985 drawy vary leavily e the
social revplutionary  traditlion
In early Ghrigtianily. Recenily
Marxiat writers in  Latin

Amarica (eg. Bonino, Atves,
Gutieraz) and In Europe ie.g.
Wacheves] have produced
waluable studies an the
political dimenslons of Jesus.
I i& fa&ir 10 say that bath of
Prter Wollen's claims are
undar serious dispuiea,

Tha ‘otharwordly’ wiew,
!'_ihh'."-'h Wallen sharas with moss
right=wing swangalicals in Lha
UGh, i tolally  disoredited
aven by ‘aslablishmant’ theal-
ogy and has bean lor years
Jegus' message was dominat-
ad by tha lheme ol 1he
Kingdare of God, a theme with
a long kistery In Judaism and
not aiherwordly =t all, The (fes
thal Jesus did red 1ake Bides e
camiradiclead by vast amounts
of Haw Testamant avidance,

In Tact, the entira Bible s
ernphatic thai God is on the
sitg ol the poor, and much
recent brack theology has
siresEed inia (sl James Cong,
God of the Oppressad, 18977
Tha aary Chrigtian  Fathers
wera lar mong gatrema in their
aandamnation &l privata

property and wsalth than most
maodarn sociallsts — el 5
Basll, S Ambrossand 8t Jaohn
Chrysostom-in particular,

Of cowrae, Chriatian histony,
e Markist hisiory, has much
la its discredil, snd the MG
clagim  that Stalinlsm has
‘discradiias soclakiem' has [is
peralled inthe Christian's claim
ihat tha Chrietian establish-

maents havs discrediied Chrizl-
lanily. But at & time whan rmany
Christians for tha lirst tima lor
soma 30 years;, are taking
Mirxism - seciously agein, |
suppasl thal Marklsts cowld do
belfar than ra-hash gul-
disted vlews ol Christianiby,

REV. KEW LEECH, 5i
Matthaws' Reciory, E. Landon

Roads

to

socialism

| WOULD not dare 10 suppest
that Ihe aditors ol Socialist
Challenge would do anything
alse bul encouragse &wafy
raader of fheir paper to cridl-
cally sxaming the conteni of
my Baak which was reviewsd In
the & ODacamber Isaue, Yal Iwo
ihings run canirary o the open
and Inlormed debate which
Sacialigr Ghallangs was sel up
to fastaron tha Istl,

Firsl, the publisher and prica

of tha book are not menikened
|[Sociallem and Parliamentary
Cemacracy |8 obtalnable from
Spokeaman Press, Gamble
St., Mottingham, price £1.85].
Second, the edhlors head 1he
rewiew wiih thas stion that
| argus that ‘tha messes
axercige complels sall-debar-
mination throwgh & bourgools
pariiament’. | will personally
award any readar of Socialist
Ghatiangs wilh 8  year's

shouwld mat leawe It - to
[ourmalists, but shauld take tha
imitiative ang send adickes in
without being eaked,

Wa nead arlickes on lreland
whisch go beyond personalised
reparts to & poillical eEnalyais
of tha pitwation. lems shauld
nat be gonfined 1o the
Republican Blruggle. Tha
editorial board should com-
mizelon  Irigh  socialista 1o
wite about the growih of rank
and file moyemanis, and tha
impartanl industrial strisggles
currenily taking place in
Iraland,

JILL SIMONE for Harrow
Soclallst Challengs Suppeorn-
arg Group
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subscription 10 thal joearmal if
thay &an alnl owt any
slatemanl In my book in
suppar of el proposliion.

Regarding Ihe conlent of
Cave Bailoy's revlow, | have ngd
pot ihe space lor in detail.
I think tha most mporteant
pointis that Baliey (aile fo note
thal | assert that parllament, on
is own, has little slisciive
power, and | reject the
raformism of Keutsky, the GP
and ihs fraditianal Labowr lall.

Balley proposes the Insur-
racibonary road 10 socialism,
tha smashing of ‘bourgeols

parfismenis, the smeshing o
all bureaucracies, and the
‘dlctaterahip ol the praletardai’,
Thed reformisl road 1o sociallsm
has fallad, bui has this
Ingurrastienary rbad shown
ony slgn ol swooess in
advanced capltalis] democ-
racies?

Tha Leninlst-Tralskyist
sivategy shows linle skgn of
succass, al leagl in the Wast,
Bailey and oihers have a duly
fo critically avaluste such &
slratagy. Would they advocate
& ‘dictatorship of the prols-
tarlat' which, according te
Lenmin, must be 'unrestricied by
any lows'? Such anarchisiic
siplements go & long way o
#xplain the {allure of Laninism
I 1k et

Would thay H-I.lpnpﬂfl he
‘emashing” of tha B&rlivish

Parfiamont, s gdyocated n
the resolutione of the Socond
Comintern Congrasa? I I8
asking the work class 1o
smash & slightly democratic
mstiiullon bafors any  other
raplacament has been prowen
In power. Would they suggesi
thal the complete abolition ol

bursaucracy |s deslrable or
[

possibla? Bolshevh pracilc

after 181T and aven 1ha
sitlon of the Ledl Oppasition

n Russaia assaris tha contrary,

Saaialist Challange i haen
io densuce refosmism, and
ofien does so0 on & comect
basls and te posiiive sffsal.
But Ihere ia litHe evidamna kn ite
mnn 1 :nq-all that u:nzu:i

ve any sign of smeng n
Britain, or ths scanario of
Aussia 197 2 [ikaly o be
rapaated. Thare |s no evidencs
that a resalution on the lines of
that ane, aven if it emarged,
wionibd  have much chence af
SUCCRES,

It i& simply lmesponeible 1a
sugpest thal such an insurmee-
Honary sirategy Is the only
road. |1 Is pbaul Time thal tha
Trotskyisi laft stopped clalm-
Ing that W has ¢t
answars and looked & ils own
{allures, as woll ss thoss of
alhers. 'When [l has done this i
1oo might join the search for a
raw tihva Shird rosd” o
socigllsm which takes aocount
of the modem conditions in
which wa llye,

lar

slratagins-3

GEDQFF HODGEEON, Manches-.
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Lobby Parliament 16 Jan.
THE FBU STRIKE CAN BE

CAUSE: 21 Devember — the TUC General Counneil
refuse to support the FBU strike. In reality it is an
endorsement of the 10 per ceni wage limit of ihe

Labour Government .

EFFECT: 1 January — in @ radio interview Callaghan
announced he will be alming to introduce a Fourih
round of incomes policy, with this time & five per cent

limit on wage increase,

Cnly a political (Hrerate
could imagine these two evenis
arenot linked, and Callaghan's
brazen announcement illus-
trafes the seripusness of e
TLIC wide am 21 Diecember, In
this respect the vobe by the
execdlive of Lthe FBU o

“¥imand a recall of the TUC
should be taken up throughous
the labour movement.

DETERMIMATION

Bul rhe FBLU sirike cammnss
wanl [oe the TUC. The real
determination of the strikers
has beem shown by tvedr solid
refusal o peturn o work over

e

Socialist Challenge

WANTED |

SOLINDARITY EVENTS
" Suppoerd Conflerence for
trade wnion I Ticials. Thors
day 5 Jamuary, called hy 8E
Reghon TUC and London
FRET,

* Liverpool Trades Council
Conference. Smnday, 8 lan-
wory, Credemikals: 70 Wie-
lorin Sireed, Liverpool.
Phore: 051-236 HE1.

* Mass Rallv, Friends
Meeting Houxe, Ewosion.
Thursday, 11 Jansury.

* March and lobby of
Parllament. Monday, 16
Junmpry,

the Xmas period, That sacrifics
neednot be in vain. 11 is now up
to the 17 on the Ceneral
Council who supporied the
firemnen locurn theit words ento
ACER,

Iy should organise inside
thelr unions Tor & day of mass
salidarity action by other Lrade
uniomaists with the fremen.
Instead of making gesiuses of
support. by giving a few
thousand poands, they should
hawe their nnioms make massive
mierest  free loans  and
contributions to the FAL sirike
Fand.

Amongst the 17

on the

ﬂmd drive suc

LENIN HAD the last laagh at
Xmas, a5 Soqiais - Challenge
mmde its winter fund drive. By
_afhe MNew Year just owver the
required L1800 had come in,
The Ffinal total was E£18512.58,
This is o great success for the
paper and will help us survive in
1578,
The fmal toral wauld have
been arsand £100 higher i i

had not beep for che crapic

bankruptey of The {Hher
Cinema, Unforinately,
among the cinema’s credivors
was Socialis Challenge.

cessful!

General Council was Ken Gill
from the widre collar ssetion of
the engineering onion, and a
Communist Party member,
The Conmmuanist Fary can lake
& MAI0F Meqin sodidariy action
oy  turpng the Liaison
Committes for the Defence of
Trade Linions rowards winning
the sirike.

instend of slowly building its
conference on unemployment
unnoupced for February, it
should be orgrnising for & day
of solidarity. action with the
faremen,

I these steps are not ke,
then Terry Parry and the

leadership of the FBU will be as
mach 1o blame as the 17 whis
supported them on the General
Council. Ezch time they have
cifled an action or supporbed
the ones initiared by (e
Lomdon Region of the FRL,
they huve Tailed to call on ather
trade union leaders to mohilise
alongAide them.

Parry and the other FBLS
keaders must pul thas right by
calling for & mass urmeaat by all
rrade unionisis &t the march
and lobby of Parbianment on 16
January, and goon 1o name (be
day for national solidarity
actinn with the firemen.

In the effort o make the
yeulkler Largel our Lhanks o the
fotlowing supporieca:

Carcti spportem AL
HWiehd | ]
darsor il ]
Bscks gl 300
rﬂlja‘w 070
-Kingtan 2%
Braii ai-.m
L)
Lkmﬂ oD |
. Eragey oo |
R, Kryzyh 15,00 |
D, Cngaaymek s 1508
B. Jumgup .
M. Caliing .68
Mt i ki £ T80
B. Hutraihe 4.50
#.T. | 14,08
. R | rigrhasy .51
B Smih 2,80
Laibsoasr Pariy auppociesr 10.m
fnnn .M
s T P S it 4,00
Sfunon 5,00
:.DE-MI:I vy 0.3
nctagtar rhars 050
Anon T 580
J. Kbwpii T.a0
M, MullFil 500
- 1,
] lL.P::-hr 5%
Treesl lees Inn, Blim .1 4.08 |
Eachultsl Chall emgs 26,36
Ao J.08
&, Bt ise 1,58
C. Mz Harachar .50
Apan .05
E. Franch 1.0%
. demen o5
D Hall .03
anon 2.m
A Barjmmin 1.5
0 bu 2.80
Dazatiliar buinhmrs crclam 118,00
TOTAL i

DAUIE TO the rise in the price of
Socialisy Chalferge, we now
have o increass theprice of oar
subscriptions, hut chey are seill
excellent value, When postal
charges are laken into accoumnd,
vtk get the paper cheap, and of
LOLCSE you are sareal acopy.

alsn

Subscriptions wWork

BLOODY SUNDAY 1978

National Demonstration
in London on Sunday 29 January
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Aseprmbie: Shepherd s Sk Cereen, 1 F0pm :
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Cmited by the Bloady Semday
Comrmermaraiion Depconsiracnion Cermerdiifee

Britain Out of Ireland!
Self-Determination for the Irish People

L s

Sﬁ:—ial Offer

wonders  for our  otherwise

perios casls flow!

I the spbril of the Mew Year,
Wi an faking mew subscbers
8 special offer. The lrea 200
subs received o 1998 will be
semt A Sowiallse  Chellenge
calendar — free? The offer s a
fimited one because few of

thesesuperh calendars remialno.

Featuring 13 posters from
MLy "68 in France, it has been a
popular success, with 28K
copies sold fo date, So fill n
wour subscrption  order - this
odeute, or it vou already
reoEYE FOur Copy == tend us £1
and we'll rish of T o calendar
post free,

ame

| SUBSCRIBE NOW!

Domestc: & months, £5: 12 monihs, E108
Abroad: Adrmuuil, EI6.50, Sorfece, £10 per anoum. |,

Address

Complele and refurn (o:

Repinpead with rhe Poxt Office a5 @ wewspaper. Puiliched by Relgoorest Lo, for Seeimler Chalieags, A8 Lippee Streer, Landom A1

I'enclose a doastion for the Fighling Fund of
Chegues, POs and Boney Orders should be made pavable io ‘Socialist Challenge’.

Socialisi Chullenge, 32879 Upper Strest, London MW1.




