THE BIGGEST naval buildup
since World War II is assembling
in the Persian Gulf. It has only
one purpose. That has nothing to
do with ensuring ‘freedom of
navigation’, or ‘securing the

peace’. It is aimed at a military at- ,

tack against Iran.

It is one of the most squalid and
cynical operations every undertaken
even by imperialism. For seven years
the United States and Britain have
been letting the war in the gulf drag
on. Britain, in particular, has allowed
- London to be used as the centre for
arms buying by the Iranians. The
Israelis, and, as now known, the US

have been secretly supplying arms to
Iran. The United States, openly, the
USSR, and France have been supply-
ing arms to Iraq. The aim has been to
allow the two regimes to bleed
themselves to death.

The aim, as has been quite openly
explained by both imperialism and the
Israelis, is that neither side should
decisively win the war. For Iran the
war started as a just defence against
Iragi attacly, But Khomeni’s regime
has long since defeated the Iraqi at-
tack and has prolonged the war for its
own internal purposes — above all to
justify repression against the Iranian
working class and political opposition
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inside Iran itself. From the point of
view of the working class there would
be nothing progressive whatever in
the victory of Iran over Iraq. Both are
brutally anti-working class regimes.

But from the point of view of im-
perialism the entire bloody game has
now got out of hand. Britain has done
its work rather too well in allowing
Iran to be armed. It has been clear
since the spring that Iran has the
possibility of decisively defeating Iraq.
And that is unacceptable to im-
perialism.

Socialists, and the labour move-
ment, have to be crystal clear on this.
There is nothing progressive whatever

Inside

in Britain’s operations in the gulf. It is
an attempt to stage a war in which the

British working class has not a single.

interest. Any regime installed by Bri-
tain and the United States, who for so
long supported the Shah of Iran,
would not be more progressive but
more reactionary than that of
Khomeni. The dictator the British
navy is being sent to protect, butcher
Hussein of Iraq, is as bloody a
murderer of the working class as
Khomeni.

It is also the height of cynicism
that the British government, which
has allowed Iran to purchase arms
through London, suddenly discovers

that these should be cut off just at the
moment when the US fleet ap-
proaches Iranian shores. No support
should be given to the demand those
shipments end. On the contrary while
Iran’s war against Iraq, when Iraq has
been forced to make it clear it-wants it
halted, is reactionary, Iran has every
right to defend itself against the
United States, Britain and their allies.
And socialists should support it in
that struggle.

The entire labour movement must
demand:
@ British and US warships out of the
gulf!
® Hands off Iran!
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Politics Tdday

Some strategic
thinking on the left

THE STATEMENT ‘Labour, the Liberals
and the unity of Labour’s left’, which we
print on page four, and which has
achieved some discussion inside the
labour movement, Is the best sign since
the election of strategic thinking going

- on in Labour's left. Let us, therefore,

look at it. The statement could, un-
doubtedly, be considerably. improved
on. But its essentlal points are entirely
correct.

What the bourgeoisie is attempting to do
in Britain today is twofold. First it is seeking,
by every means possible, to keep the That-
cher government in office for as long as
possible. Second it is attempting to ensure
that whatever government eventually suc-
ceeds it does not overturn the essential
changes brought about by Thatcher. That
means housebreaking the Labour Party to
ensure it does not overturn Thatcherism.

This means moving Labour as far as
possible to the right and then finally ensur-
ing that Labour, almost certainly, only gets
back Into office on the basis of a pact with
the Liberals. The two goals are not
contradictory.

The parallei operation to that inside the
trade unions is strengthening the ‘new
realist’, no strike, strategy of the EETPU and
AEU right wing. The two strands, political
and ‘trade union’, will come together at the
Labour Party conference when the EETPU
and AEU wili support demands for the in-
troduction of proportional representation —
which, in practice today, would mean a deal
with the Liberals.

This reality has major internal conse-
quences for the Labour Party and trade
unions. It means their right wing, above all

the tM8e union right wing, has a quite clear

politicai project which, in every flield, cuts

- across the interests of the great majority of

Labour Party and trade union members.
Yet the ‘soft left’ inside the party, that
part which looks to Kinnock, is incapable of

fighting that project because It is In a bloc-

with the right wing — symbolised by
Labour’s leadership.-

What is more It is the right wing which
calls the shots not on presentation, but in
terms of a whole series of crucial policies.
Robin Cook might have rather arrogantly
claimed In last wek’s Tribune that ‘the
democratic (le ‘soft’) left is in the driving
seat and can decide for Itself in which direc-
tion it wants to take the party.”’ But the truth
is that It can't. If It could where was the cam-
paign against nuclear power. for the nationai
minimum wage, and for other key issues in
the last eliection? And if the soft left is now
able to lead the party by itself where will be
the drastic reforms on the position of women
within the party, or of black sections, at this
year’s Labour Party conference?

The truth is the soft left is not powerfui
enough to run the party and it. therefore, has
to run it in a blioc with either the right or the
hard left.

in this. sections of the nard left have
pusued, let us be biunt, some rather foolisi:
tactics of the ‘social fascis® type. This con-
sists of acting as though tnose nearest to it
in the soft ieft were the ‘main enemy’.

Instead the nard left must have different
tactics. True, where It is necessary, it must
be prépared to siand and fight alone, and,
where necessary accept being isolated. It is
necessary to oppose laws against the
unions, or action against Iran, or breaking
the accountability of MPs to their Generai
Committees, whether or not it is popular to
do so. But there Iis no virtue in unpopularity
for its own sake, or belng isolated for its own
sake. That is childish politics. The truth is
that on a serles of questions the positions of
the hard left are not simply principled but
popular. And it can find common ground with
other forces on issues which take the labour
movement forward — which, after all, is the
point of the whole exercise.

The statement ‘Labour, the Liberals, and
the unity of Labour’s left ’ realises all that.
And for that reason it is a step forward.

© political

Why the Alliance is splitting

THE SPLIT of the SDP, so clear at its Portsmouth
conference, has nothing to do with constitutional ar-
rangements for a merged party, the inadequacy of two
leaders in a general election campaign or trivia of that
type. It has everything to do with the proposed party’s

relations with Labour.

Serious commentators
are open about it. The
Economist, surveying the
row over the merger, didn’t
even bother to discuss the
formal issues. It simply
headed its editorial ‘The
urge to merge with the
words: ‘David Steel would
take Britain’s Alliance par-
ty into a pact with Labour.
David Owen would not.
Hence the ructions! (The
Economist 4 July)

Given that Steel is
presently engaged in merger
negotiations, in which he
wants to pull in the largest
possible section of the SDP,
he is forced to formally
deny this goal of agreement
with Labour. But he makes
hints to be sure everyone
understands the message.

In a Sunday Times arti-
cle written at the same time
as his letter proposing
merger to the SDP, Steel
noted: ‘Labour with only
31.5 per cent support, after
such a markedly improved
campaign over its 1983
debacle, must think again
about whether it is prepared
to inflict endless Tory
governments on this coun-
try while it nurtures dreams
of going it alone into
government:

Steel called for openmg
up relations with Labour on
individual questions — tak-
ing Scotland as an example.
‘On some issues there
should surely be an effort to
make common cause across
the party barriers ... The
Campaign for a Scottish
Assembly, which has dog-

, gedly tried to keep Scottish

self-government as an all-
party issue, should not
delay in re-attempting to
convene discussion of
representations from all the
parties.(Sunday
Times 14 Junej

Interviewed in the New
Statesman on 10 July Steel
carefully stated on relations
with Labour that: ‘even
though the solutions are not
identical, the concern for
inner-city  areas, mass
unemployment, - the
North/South divide ... all
could be massaged into
areas of agreement!

If Steei must be cir-
cumspect others, however,
can be quite open. For ex-

. ampie David Marguand,

"one of

the jeading
ideologues in the pro-
merger wing of tiie SDP,
writing in the Guardian im-
v following the
note¢ Thal ¢
G:‘ & e 1
siiminate Lanot
ed. Therefore: -

iz a Ah ulu-
sion 1o Imagine that f.aous
can drive the Alliance out
of Liberal Britain, it is a
fantasy to beiieve that the

Alliance can  capture
Labour Britain from the
Labour Party The
Alllance and the Labour
Party are both here to stay,
If NOt [Or ever nen ceriain-
ty for the foreseeabie future.
Since neither can destroy
the other they will have to
come together! (Guardian
22 June)

David Alton, Liberal
chief whip, argued in the In-
dependent for the forma-
tion of a ‘Progressive Coali-
tion’ He stated: ‘To forge

. this Progressive Coalition,

both the Liberal/SDP
Alliance and the Labour

Party mﬁst be willing to
shed their political
prejudices’

By John Ross

Alton clearly outlined
what Labour would have to
accept for such a deal. First:
‘Renationalisation is not ac-
ceptable’. Second Labour
must accept proportional
representation - which
would aim to make Labour
a permanent minority in
parliament and leave the
Liberals free to form a
future government with the
Tories. Third the whole pro-
cess must be part of a pro-
cess of weakening Labour’s
links with the unions:
‘Labour ... must first put
its house in order by remov-
ing its organisational
shackles and union block
votes ... it must take firm
strides towards a centre-left
coalition! (The Indepen-
dent 12 August)

Steel is explicit that any
Lib-Lab pact must
safeguard the essentials of
Thatcherism. He argues
that the task of future
politics is: ‘to define and
then give the political lead
for the postThatcherite
agenda. That implies mov-
ing on from Thatcherism
rather than reversing
everything on doctrinaire
grounds. (Guardian 21
August)

This task is made easier
because Steel knows that
the eniry of the SDP pro-
mergerites into the Liberals
will greatly strengthen the
most right wing forces
within it. The leadership of
the Liberals is therefore
relishing the prospect. As
put in this week’s Sunday
Times: ‘Senior officials of
the Liberal Parliamentary
Association have told
Maclennan that there is
common ground between a
“substantial group” of
Liberals and the SDP ... on
the key policy areas that
threaten to jeopardise the
merger talks? Specifically:
‘The defence policy of a
merged party should be
based on “full support for
NATO and an independent
British nuclear deterrent”,
and that should include
consideration of all
available weapons systems,
including Trident. Maclen-
nar ... has been “most en-
uouraged” by the warmth
of the association’s over-
i according we ciose
assocates)

The SDY  pro-merg-
erites have made clear that
they aemand, as with Steel,

that the merged party muc*
defend the essentials of
Thatcherism. Bill Rodgers,
writing in the Independent
in July, characterised any
attempt to overturn the fun-
damentals of Thatcherism
23 unacceptable ‘counter-
revolution’: ‘how and by
whom Mrs Thatcher or her
successors are replaced will
depend on the manner in
which these permanent
aspects of her revolution are
accepted. They will stay
salient issues as long as
counter-revolution is on of-
fer He boasted: ‘the
Alliance ... had pioneered
trade union reform and ac-
cepted that a mixed

economy would be more
free-enterprise than public
sector) (The Independent 23
July)

The aim of the Liberals
and pro-mergerites in the
SDP is to bludgeon Labour
into accepting a Lib-Lab
pact — safeguarding the
essentials of Thatcherism.

But if the actions of
Steel and the pro-merger
camp are clear, what is
Owen up to? On the face of
it he looks to be headihg for
political extinction with a
tiny rump of support.

In reality Owen’s
politics are  perfectly
coherent, His  entire
political line since 1981 has
been based on the idea that
Labour must be destroyed.

Therefore, as Brian

Waldern, once a Labour MP
and now a fanatical That-
cherite put it in supporting
Owen: “The oniy reason for
the existence of the Alliance
tha: makes any sense is that
it should replace the Labour
Party as the principal op-
position to Thatcherism .
It follows iogically that if
the aim is to supersede
Labour, this objective must
be given priority. There is
no place for pacts, deals or
coalition governments until
Labour has been sup-
planted! (Sunday Times 5
July 1987)

In addition the
bourgeoisie, at present,
does not favour of a Lib-
Lab pact defeating the
Tories. Owen’s rump SDP is
seen as a potenma_ jSatborbe
card in z
cher in o7
pact wers 1o Il
i1stence. Owen mus.
independent party so that,
in the event of a Lib-Lab

pact, the Owenites can run
against it, split the old
Alliance vote, and thereby
maintain  Thatcher in
power. Even the threat of
this would slow down or
block a Lib-Lab pact.

As Stephen Haseler, a
pro-mergerite, put it in the
Independent on 3
September: ‘What lurks
behind the merger - and
what presents such a rare
opportunity to the indepen-
dent SDP - is nothing less
than a Liberal opening to
the left. Should a Lib-Lab
pact be engineered, the
Owenite SDP — without
losing its independence —
will also be free to-construct
alternative, and more
natural, alliances’

While Haseler doesn’t
say whom such ‘more
natural alliances’ are, it is
easy to work oui. As the
Liberals would be in a pact
with Labour the only can-
didate for the ‘more
natural’ alliance for the
SDP would be the Tories.

This policy gets strong
backing from the
bourgeoisie. Every major
paper, with the exception of
the Guardian and the
Observer, support Owen in
the fight inside the SDP.
The chief financial backer
of the SDP, David
Sainsbury, supports Owen.
Owen will have a well fund-
ed and well backed party.

The reason that Owen

wants an ‘amicable dlvorf‘e’
fram sha SDP z: -2 ~ -3

I opTed LD AT T

Tory policy he mus maz-
tain a bridgehead in parlia-

. apact with the merged par-

“the Owemte MPs. .

- Alliance is clear. They bo

ment.

Owen’s tactic is to:;
secure a one third vote in"
the ‘Council for Social
Democracy’ — the SDP’s
governing body. This is stf-
ficient to constitutionalfly
block the merger. He can:
then impose terms -on the~
pro-mergerites. These
would aim to keep him m
political business.

Owen has said he wants

ty in which his new ‘SDP.
Mark II’ would not face:a’:
Liberal-Jenkinsite challenge™;
in 50-60 constituencies.:
Over the longer term he-
might hope the Conser-
vatives will not challenge *‘
him. i

Owen hopes to get such
a deal because the SDPand
Liberals are committed to
destroying Labour not the,
Tories or pro-Tory Owenitg

Roy Jenkins demanded: -
12 SDP conference that
merged party not u
ndxgam against Owen,
Barnes and Cartwright
Des
Wilson, president of the
Liberals, wrote in the Tinies:
lasi Saturday: ‘Obvious
we are all sympathetic to the
view that we should not op«
pose the three!

The aim of both wmgs
of the disintegratin; tﬁ

o~

intend to maintain -the
essentials of Thatcherism.
One mtends to do sobv ilu

e
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®
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For example on the issue
of 1o strike deals the only
member of the general
council to vote with Arthur
Scargill against putting off
@ ‘decision for a year was
Joyce Winsett -of NUPE.
The EETPU and AEU have
" # direct opposite strategy to
the TGWU, GMB, and
JPE who are trying to
~pring  hundreds of

. thousands of new women

'part time workers into the
_ unions. )
But when it came to the

gound the fraud of putting:
off voting on no strike deals

for a year. It was the same
eatlier -over -the issue of
Labour’s proposed trade
“nion laws before the elec-
tion. These were originally
by NUPE and the

ure of Neil Kinnock
“and Norman Willis, backed
own and voted for them.
Behind that is an even
-more _fundamental issue.
Tli;e EETPUS gt lea;lst, hlS
aroun with the
B ymf the TUC. It
- also prepared to col-,
ﬁboratz with forces outside
‘the Labour Party —
- .employing as an officer, for
example, the head of the
. SDP’s trade union

~“The AEU right wing, while
ot so-openly disloyal to the
Labour Party and TUC, is

No strike deals started
be signed by the EETPU
-in the - early 19805l with
apanese employers

itachi, Tpshiba, Sanyo
and: the electrical firm In-
mos. Since then they have

to spread rapidly.

<-The EETPU has taken
t!_ielmtlanve to spread them
-jnto traditional industries as
part of its drive to break in-
to them at the expense of
+ether unions. For example
1 January this year it sign-
-a no strike deal with the
Western Mail and South
Vales Echo as part of its
to break into the prin-
“industry which was
larted in the deals with Ed-
Shal’s Today and at
tapert Murdoch’s Wapping
lant.

%whothen, under the”

’ orgamsatlon John Grant. .

prepared to aid and abet the
EETPU  and, itself,
threatened to spht the TUC
two years ago.

This raises the clearest
issues for members of
NUPE and the TGWU.
Why are their unions being
allowed to line up, in prac-
tice, with the right wing in-
stead of with the hard left
unions. Why, furthermore,
is that policy being pursued
not only in the TUC but in
the Labour Party?

By Brian James

The reason for that lies
in. the alliances put
together by Neil Kinnock
and Norman Willis inside
the Labour Party and
trade unions. Kinnock and.
Willis have concentrated
their energy on smashing
down the left movement
while compromising with
the Tright. Indeed,
labour movement today is
led by a ‘soft left’/right
wing bloc symbolised by

- Kinnock/Hattersley in the

Labour Party and the bloc

with the AEU/EETPU in-

side the TUC.

This policy is
disastrous not simply for
the Labour Party but for
the unions. At the election
it meant Labour playing
down even policies such as
opposition to nuclear
power, policies on women,
or for a national minimum
wage which would have
been electorally popular.

Other unions, notably
the AEU, have also begun
to use them. In January

By John Ross

1986, for example, the AEU
signed a no strike, three
year, deal with Eaton — the
US vehicle components
manufacturer. This speci-
fied that:‘There will be no
stoppage of work of either a
partial or general character
such as a strike, lockout, go
slow, work to rule, restric-
tion of movement of
material and its working, an
overtime ban, or restriction
of any kind by either paty.’
Stopping short of a for-
mal no strike deal, but com-
ing extremely close to it,

the -

- with ‘the company,
claims only 25 per cent.

In the trade unions it
has given Hammond
another year to prepare
for a possible split from
the TUC.  Meanwhile
neither the EETPU, nor its
right wing allies, will cease
making the no strike deals
which = threaten trade
unionism among -whole
sections of workers.

What, instead,
members of ‘broad left led

-unions should be consider-

ing is a platform for
uniting not with the right
but with the “hard left’ in-
side the trade unions.
Because the reality is that
it is here that a way for-
ward for the trade union
movement exists — above
all on the question of
recruiting members which,
rightly, was a central issue
at this year’s TUC.

Here the movement

was the deal signed by the
AEU with Nissan at its new
plant in the North East.
This has led to a
catastrophic situation for
trade unionism in the fac-
tory described recently by
John Berry of the GMB
and secretary of South
Shields Trades Council.
‘There is an atmosphere
in there that is not correct.
The Amalgamated
Engineering Union has a
sole recognition agreemgnt
ut

membership among the 550
strong workforce. Many
other people say it is closer
to 15 per cent.

‘Mr Joe Cellml, the
AEU divisional organiser,
has to go in and out of the
factory because there are no
conveners or a real union
structure there. People are
frightened to take on the
shop steward’s role because
of the implications. Trade
unionism in there is a com-
plete fiasco.’

Employers are also lear-
ning to follow up defeats
imposed on groups of
workers by introducing no
strike deals For sxarmw:

faces clear
Among the ‘core’ workers
the number of skilled
manual workers, the base

of the EETPU and AEU, .

is declining sharply. That
is one of the reasons why
these right wing unions are
trying to break out of this

- sector and start recruiting
‘among

--white  collar
workers on one side and

‘organising the unskilled,

via sweetheart deals with
management, on the

other. These unisons need-

to-be hit from twe sides.

First via the
amalgamation of ASTMS
and TASS. This will create

‘the largest white collar
‘trade union in the world. It

is not a hard left but a
broad left led union. But it
is a clear alternative to the
no-strike business

No strike deals are a dagger aimed at the heart of the
-trade union movement. They are about far more even
‘than the 30 no strike deals signed by the EETPU —
threatening as these are themselves. They are about
overnment plans to remove the right to effective trade
" unionism from entire sections of the workforce. That
why Monday’s TUC decision to put off considering
‘the deals for a year was completely wrong. The CPSA
‘and TASS were dead right to vote against it — and Ar-
thur Scargill to speak against it.

Silentnight, which dismiss-
ed its workforce during a
long bitter strike, imposed a
two year no strike deal on
the scabs it recruited. -
But the government has
also taken the first step to
extending these into far
wider sectors. Thatcher an-
nounced in July that she
would be bringing forward
recommendations for a no
strike deal for teachers. She
announced that Kenneth
Baker’s, the education
secretary’s green paper ‘will
include the possibility of a

" no strike agreement ... I

believe - the ma;onty of
teachers quite welcome a no
strike agreement’ This was
rejected by the TUC af-
filiated National Union of
Teachers and National
Association of
Schoolmasters/Union = of
Women Teachers. It was
welcomed by the scab ‘Pro-
fessional Association of
Teachers’.

This is part of a long
term policy adopted by .the
government laid out clearly
1n a 1984 report by the Con-
servative Party think ank.
the Cenmre for Poocy
Soodas. TS TooRTODeR-

choices. . -

unionism of the EET-
PU/AEU.

Second is among the
unskilled, temporary and
part time, workers. Here.
the EETPU. model is
negotiating a sweetheart

deal with the employer to

deliver a captive union
membership.  For = the

- “‘employer this shuts out a
" more militant union. For

the EETPU: it delivers
subscriptions. The deals
with Rupert Murdoch at
Wapping, and earlier with
Shah at Today, are the tip
of that iceberg. Here the
entire left has got to give
full support to the drive by
the TGWU, GMB,
NUPE, and other unions
to organise temporary and
part time workers. This is
the alternative, in this sec-
tor, to the sweetheart deals
of the EETPU.

“Where does this leave
the hard left? Simple. The
hard left has got its own
battles to fight where, at
present, it is isolated —
above all_on the need to
reverse the TUC’s attitude
to the law, to the Labour

‘Party’s ‘trade union pro- - .

posals, and to delivering
practical solidarity to

workers. in struggle. But,-

secondly, the broad left
led unions are today forc-
ed- by the needs of the

situation to proclaim pro-.

gressive goals which they

- cannot fight for by their

means. In particular, they
cannot be fought for in
alliance with the right. The
hard left has to make clear
it supports and takes up
these goals — in particular
the recruitment drive by
the unions, the struggle
against no strike deals, and

hich alliances in the unions?

Fhis week’s TUC Congress shows clearly how wrong
‘mre the alliances which have been constructed in the
{trade union movement. The most immediate key issues
4acing this year’s TUC were the fight against no strike
deals‘and how to organise five million part time and "
temporary workers. Behind that lay fundamental
ues of political strategy — which we will look at
Jater. On each of these issues ‘hard left’ led unions such
as the NUM, and in a different way the CPSA, found
es formally in alliance with the ‘broad left’ led -
ons such as the TGWU and NUPE. Even, in a dif-
“ferent way, on the issue of organising part time and -
Orary workers, there was some agreement with =
tre right’ unions such as the GMB. D

the fight for closer links
with the Labour Party.

It is the unions the hard
left leads, above all the
NUM, and the left wing in
other unions, that have the
most - progressive  policy

. issues as the organisation

of women in the labour
movement, the fight

. -against business unionism,

and which are most clearly
tied to Labour. The hard
left must put forward a
strategy for the entire
labour movement — and
not just the parts it directly
leads. ]

In this way the hard
left will pursue not narrow
sectarian ° interests but
forge the alliances that will
take the entire labour
movement forward. And it
is, rightly, only by doing
this that the hard left can
expand its own influence.

strike deals

ed, according to the Finan-
cial Times, that: ‘the pre-
sent steady pace of in-
dustrial relations reform
should continue while the
unions remain relatively
powerless to oppose it — on
the grounds that an upturn
in employment will see a
reassertion of some former
union strength.

‘Sir Leonard Neal, the
industrial relations expert
and former Board member
of British Rail and Pilk-
ington, and chairman of the
Heath government’s Com-
mission on Industrial Rela-
tions, has recommended to
Mrs Thatcher ... the two
major proposals form the
next pieces of industrial
relations legislation . .

‘The main proposal, for
a strike ban, takes head on

the difficulties of defining -

which services are essential.
Sir Leonard believes it will
be commonly accepted that
the “energy” services (gas
and electricity), water and
sewerage and health ser-
vices would operate such a
bar. and thar workas v
Srerh mrowwss T e
RO NI WWNe IO-
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damage them would also be
covered by the ban ...

‘He recommends that
the union be held liable for
all strikes in essential ser-
vices, even if they are unof-
ficial — unless it could
show unambiguously that it
had made every effort to
end the disruption! (Finan-
cial Times 20 February
1984)

This is why it was the
sheerest hypocrisy for Bill
Jordan, president of the
AEU, to have claimed in
Monday’s TUC debate that
the reason he was in favour
of no strike deals was
because the real threat fac-
ing the trade union move-
ment was non-unionism.
The deal signed by the AEU
at Nissan, with less than a
quarter of the workforce in
the union, shows the real
consequence of  such
agreements. The spreading
of no strike agreements into
the public sector, which is
the government’s aim,
would lead to literally hun-
dreds of thousands of
woekers er g e e
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attitude to these deals. They
sell out the fundamentals of
trade unionism. All the
year’s delay will do is allow
Hammond to prepare bet-
ter the EETPU’s threat to
leave the TUC.

On this there should be
no equivocation. .Only a
fool would welcome the
splitting of the TUC. But
no strike deals go to the
heart of trade unionism —
and of the elementary right
of every person to withdraw
their labour. If Hammond
threatens to leave the TUC
over a ban on no strike deals
then it is better to take that
risk than for the TUC to
back down.

Of course finally evena

-no strike deal will not stop

workers defending their
rights. Hitachi in South
Wales, where the EETPU
signed one of the first no
strike deals, suffered a brief
factory sit in July over a
wage claim. But ‘with nc
strike deals selling o
elementary tade e
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Scotland: Labour
must fight poll tax

.SINCE THE overwhelming 4nti-Thatcher vote in

Scotland in June, there has been some criticism of
the caution of the Scottish Labour Party executive
and particularly of the Scottish Parliamentary
Labour Party.

A demonstration in

Glasgow on 12 September
originally planned as a

MPs should meet in
Scotland one day a week to

suggestion that Scottish |

New moves in the Labour left

AT THE end of August seven members of Labour
Left Liaison (LLL) and of the executive of the
Labour Co-ordinating Committee (LCC) —
Vladimir Derer, Ann Pettifor, Marc Wadsworth,
Peter Hain, Ken Livingstone, and Joan Ruddock —
issued a statement entitled ‘Labour, the Liberals and
the unity of Labour’s left’. It aroused a storm of
discussion provoking a lengthy reply by the editor of

Labour day, has now turn-
ed into a ‘festival for Scot-
tish democracy’ with the
emphasis on_ entertain-
ment and searching for all-
party  sponsorship —
unobtainable as the SNP
pulled out two weeks ago
in fear of Labour domina-
tion of the event.

By Ann Henderson

A national Labour
Party
against unemployment, to
be held in Glasgow, was
planned for October. But

" this- has been postponed
and will take place in April
1988.

... These
itiafives are clearly inade-
quate, and there are many
discussions going on in the
labour movement here
about how to proceed. At

a Labour ' Coordinating -

Committe (LCC) Scottish
conference last weékend in
" Edinburgh, over 200 ac-
- tivists met to _discuss how
to campaign for a Scottish

" assembly. Different- sug- -

gestions were put forward,
- including the organisation
of a petition in Scotland to

show support - for an
assembly. This would
seem to b unnecessary

exercise as we know from
the general election result,
and numerous opinion
polls, that over 80 per cent
of people in Scotland sup-
port an assembly.

George Galloway,
Labour MP for Glasgow,
Hillhead, and member of
the LCC national ex-
ecutive, issued a call for a
Scottish convention to
highlight the views and
concerns of the Scottish
people. Much press
coverage has also been
given to Robin Cook’s

“demonstration:

individual in-

give Scottish people more
access to parliamentary

discussions. Cook is
Labour MP for Liv-
ingstone.

Whichever of these in-
itiatives is taken, Labour
should take the leadership
of the movement for an
assembly. There should be
no concessions to an ‘all-

party’ framework. An ad-
ditional
‘Labour’s commitment will

indication  of

be highlighted with the

- publication of an
in the

‘Assembly Bill’

" autumn.

However the im-
mediate concern of the
Scottish labour movement

“had to be opposition to the

poll tax, which comes onto

the: statute. books _for
- Scotland on 14 September. -

There is wide public op-
position to this tax, which

will ‘hit hardést these on

low incomes. .
The Convention of

" Scottish Local Authorities.

(COSLA) meeting on Fri-

day, 4 September, unfor- |

tunately decided to move
into consultation with the

-Scottish Office in prepar-

ing for implementation of
the poll tax — whilst re-
maining formally opposed

‘1o it.

This retreat was not

- unanimously supported,

now pressure must  be
brought to bear through
district  and
Labour Parties.

Councils in Scotland
— the majority of which
are Labour-controlled —
must be called upon to
refuse to prepare the
register and to refuse to
prepare for the tax collec-
tion.

Labour must mount an
effective opposition to the
poll tax if its other policies
are to continue to have
popular support.

CAUSE OF LABOUR!

A tradc union conference on »
employment discrimination andits
contextin Northern Ireland.

Sponsors include: Peter Heathfield (NUM), Alan
Sapper (ACTT), Ken Gill (TASS), all executive
committee members NUR, Jacob Ecclestone

(NUY) Iy

28 November 1987, Camden Centre,
Bidborough St, London

Delegates credentials, leaflets and further information .
from BM Box 5335, London WCIN 3XX.

regional -

the New. Statesman, John Lioyd, in the Sunday
Times, making the front page of the Morning Star,
and dominating the correspondence columns  of

Tribune.

It is clear that the state-
ment had a considerable
impact in deciding actions
by the leadership of the
Labour Party. A central
part of the_thrust of the
statement was against the
campaign waged by the
right wing of the party
since the election, and sup-
ported from the trade.
unions by Hammond and
Laird, in favour of a pact
with the Liberals and, to
make this possible, the in-
troduction of proportional -
representation. This

week’s Observer and Sun-
day Times reported that
Kinnock had instructed
Bryan Gould to wage an
inner party campaign
making clear there would
be no pact with the
Liberals and opposing
proposals for proportional
representation/electoral
reform.

Kinnock. did this for
his own reasons — and
Ron Todd and John Ed- .
monds had spoken out at
the same time as the state-
ment making clear their

nn re

opposition to any deal
with the Liberals. What

the statement of the seven

made clear was that if Kin-
nock did not act decisively
against talk of a pact and
PR he would rapidly find
himself with a united left
— which he dreaded. The
statement, in short, was an

extremely effective - ‘shot’

across the bows’ — far

more effective in.influenc-
ing the course of the party

leadership, because it
stood up to it for once,
than' any amount of
‘behind the scenes
pressure’, and . public
capitulation, which sec-
tions of the soft left ad-
vocate for influencing the
course of the party.

More important, and

to the point, by making the-:
party leadership come out™
sharply against any talk of:

coalitions and pacts it

~ stops thinking along these

lines in the party and

isolates the right. It also, -
therefore, poses the issue -
of how Labour builds its.’
own support. S

Reaction to the state-
ment has been interesting,
It has been endorsed by,
Campaign Group MPs:
Tony Banks, Tony Benn;
Jeremy Corbyn, Clare -
Short and Gavin Strang. t.
has also been endorsed by
the Labour Party Black -
Section, by Labour CND;-
and, the indications are,’it;
will be endorsed by the ex-

ecutive of the Campaign

for- Labour = - Party
Democracy. It has:beén
repudiated - by the ex-.
ecutive of the LCC. . .+~

The authors have made¢
clear that they see this as.
only the first step in a pro-.
cess.

Labour, the Liberals and the unity of Labour’s left

FOR six years Labour’s left has been divided.

Developments since June 1987 show this division is a

luxury which cannot be afforded. B
The necessity to overcome it does not flow from

narrow party considerations but from the outcome :

of the election, the crisis in the Alliance, and the op-
portunities for Labour. Two developments in par-
ticular mean Labour’s left must take clear choices.

- First the attempt by certain sections of Labour’s

right to shift party policy to a pact with the Liberals.
Second the decision of the Tribune Group to reject a
joint slate with the Campaign Group of MPs for the

Shadow Cabinet.

Since the election the
New Statesman, Marxism
Today and leading Fabians
have openly argued for a
Labour-Liberal pact. This
could become a hidden
agenda for the party as
others, while
such a pact, are caught up.
in internal developments
with the same dynamic.

The decision by the
Tribune Group to reject a
joint slate with the Cam-
paign Group symbolised
this process, and en-
courages serious rethink-
ing on the left.

The proposed joint slate
gave Tribune virtually
blank cheque terms. It in-
cluded eight members of
the Tribune group, four

Campaign Group
mgmbers and three
Tribune incumbents —

that is eleven Tribune and
four Campaign. Yet it was
rejected by the majority of
the Tribune group who, in
practice, preferred to align
with centre-right MPs.

The political dynamic of
this is clear. Although
generally loyal to the party,
the right has an agenda
with potentially much
common ground with the
Alliance. While modernis-
ing Labour’s class appeal
and policy renewal is
necessary, this must not be
used as an excuse for jet-
tisoning socialist prin-
ciples — as was proposed
by some after the 1959
defeat.

The practical meaning
of an alliance with the
Alliance is evident.
Liberal/Alliance terms for
agreement with Labour
would include continua-
tion of the existing Tory
framework of trade union
law, maintainance of
privatisation, rejection of
social or public ownership,
and a defence policy based
on nuclear weapons — by
1991, in practice, Trident.

rejecting

This is a programme for
maintaining, not overturn-
ing, the essential changes
brought about by That-
cherism. A Labour-Liberal
pact might appear to be an
‘anti-Thatcher  coalition’
but in practice it would be
a coalition for
perpetuating Thatcherism.

The alternative is orien-
ting to a Labour victory
through pushing back the
Alliance — which requires
re-establishing unity on
Labour’s left to pose a
serious alternative to a
slippage by default into
coalitionism — and also
winning over those poten-
tial Labour supporters
who in the last elections
have voted for Thatcher.

Such unity on the left is
a principal goal that must
be worked towards.

Disagreements between
various trends on the left
cannot be resolved im-
mediately. However a joint
campaign around the
following issues would
help the party to adopt a
programme capable of
winning majority support
for Labour and would go
some way to overcome
these differences:

% Building the Labour
Party and rejecting any
pact or coalition with the
Liberals or Alliance.

* Commitment to max-

imising left unity in the
party both outside parlia-
ment and working for a
joint left slate in the next
Shadow Cabinet elections.
* Developing a_socialist
economic policy including

the extension of common.
ownership into the finan- -

cial and manufacturing
sectors, and the radical ex-
tension of democratic con-

- trol of industry.

* Re-establishing the

legal right to effective -

trade unionism.

 Strengthening links
between the unions and
Labour and rejecting
‘business unionism’.

* Strengthening links
with socialists in unions
not affiliated to the
Labour Party.

* Support for the cam-
paign to organise part time
and temporary workers
launched by the TGWU,
GMB, NUPE and other
unions. ]

% Radical democratisa-
tion as a key policy to be
pursued in politics, the
economy, and society.

* For a Scottish
Assembly and an Act
establishing a Scottish
Assembly to be passed in
the first year of a Labour
government.

+ Commitment to
unilateral nuclear disar-
mament, a nuclear free
Europe, and elimination
of nuclear weapons world
wide. :
* Labour in government
to pursue an independent
socialist foreign policy.

* Adopting radical
measures for the defence

of the environment in-’

cluding ending nuclear

pOWer.

* Promoting the policy of
a Women’s Ministry with
Cabinet rank, women’s

self-governing  organisa-
tion in the party, and the

right of women to elect the
women’s.  places - - on
Labour’s National
Executive.

 Support for the 1984

-TUC Congress resolution -

on black self-organisation
in. _ the unions and

% Introduction of radical
measures to break up press
' establish
introduce a Freedom of In-
formation Act.

Whatever our different
views of the actions in
Liverpool, we do not
believe a new wave of
disciplinary actions can
perform any positive role
in rebuilding Labour and
we will not support it.

We further believe that
socialism in Britain can
only be built by a com-
bination of parliamentary
initiatives and  extra-
parliamentary activity and
that the parliamentary left
must strengthen its links
with progressive
movements and the left
outside parliament.

Unity on the left cannot
consist simply of organisa-
tional steps. Organisation

must 1_10w»', from " a
developed political agen-:

. da. But we pledge to work

within  our  existng
organisations to: maximise
support for the above m
ciples. We will :liaise’

“regularly to decide the next |
. steps in this process.

A meeting will be held at
the party conference to
discuss these issues. A’
copy of this document has
been circulated to Labour
Party pressure groups and-
members of the Tribune
and Campaign - Groups.
We invite them to append
their names and to attend
the meeting at party
conference. I

Viadimir Derer, Secretary,
Labour Left Liaison

Ann Pettifor, Co-chair,
Labour Left Liaison .
Marc Wadsworth, Co- -
chair, Labour Left Liajson

George Galloway MP,
Executive, Labour Co-
ordinating Committee
Peter Hain, Executive,
Labour Co-ordinating
Committee .

Ken Livingstone MP, - -
Executive, Labour Co-
ordinating Committee
Joan Ruddock MP, -
Executive, Labour Co-
ordinating Committee

All'in a personal capacityf

meeting

(Kings Cross tube).

London LCI annual

Sunday 13 September, 10.30-5 pm
Teatro Technis, Crowndale Road, London NW1

In the morning there will be a panel
discussion with Ken Livingstone MP, Siobhan
Crozier, Jacqui Kelly and Andrew Puddyphatt,
chaired by Nadine Finch. The afternoon will
take reports, resolutions and elections.

1986.

afloat.

There is one major prize — an Amstrad word
processor. But the winner can choose the £399 cash
equivalent. Tickets sell at 50p each or 3for£1. ¢

Buying a raffle ticket, or better, helping sell:
some, is an easy way to show your political support:
for our newspaper. The extra money that we hope. ..
to raise in this way is indispensible to our regular
publication. Sales alone cannot meet our cost. Itis -,
only the generosity of our readers and the commit- N

ment of our supporters that keeps a paper ﬁkeonls‘

Socialist Action
Xmas draw

WITH this issue of Socialist Action, we
Iaunch our 1987 Xmas raffle. Last year, we
raised £1000 which helped us maintain our -
fortnightly publication schedule. So we hav L
decided to repeat the successful formula of

W

So ask your Socialist Action seller for some -
raffle tickets. And if you can help sell some, please: -
write to us at Box 50, London N1 2XP. L
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ty of Asian pupils.

As soon as his new
Education Bill becomes
Jaw in 1989, however, the
..parénts concerned will
:’have  the  unfettered
- “freedom of choice’ which
they are now demanding.
-~The. Dewsbury affair has
"shown the way in which
under such ‘freedom of
choice’ demands lie
unadulterated racism.
" “This case, and the way
.the press have handled it,’
Labour MP Diane Abbott
‘told Socialist Action, ‘is
+'part of a racist backlash in
..education that started with
‘Ray Honeyford and con-
" tinued with the Maureen
. McGoldrick saga., It .is
.-even more . hypocritical
and racist because what
are involved are British
-children of Asian descent.
¢ great majority of the
¢hildren were born here,
30 the sheer racism is
“blatant.”

1 Abbott said that she
didn’t particularly like
raising the point ‘but the
.- so-called educational
“argument is also rubbish.
~Studies  show that Asian
“~children in a number of
“cases actually have higher
“““educational’” achieve-
- “ments than white British-

“born children.

7 “The real question is
ithat the parents’ objec-
tions to -sending the
" children to the school are
racist. All the stuff about
“‘culture’” being taken
_ “seriously’’ by the media
‘is simply being used to
- obscure the fact that the
objective is a racist one.’

. Diane Abbott is right.

Every arch reactionary has
rallied behind the Dews-
‘bury parents. The right-
wing Parental Association
for Choice in Education,
whose chair is Baroness
Cox and vice-chair Norris
McWhirter, has offered to
mobilise support, in-
cluding taking the case to

riculum which is infringing
on the British tradition by
diluting it,” said its
secretary, Fred Naylor.

By Nick Adams

The so-called Indepen-
dent (it isn’t ... are you?)
responded to such racist
bigotry by ... reinforcing
it. A leader article in its 7
September issue concluded
that: ‘overemphasis on
foreign language teaching
and ‘ill digested “‘multi-
cultural studies”  will
perpetuate the handicaps
faced by ethnic minorities

-and- breed resentment

The Dewsbury affair
Racist shape of Baker’s future

EDUCATION minister Kenneth Baker has refused

_'to intervene to force Kirklees education authority to
.~ submit to placing 26 children at Overthorpe Middle
School in Dewsbury. He has stated that the present
" Jegal set-up does not allow him to do so. He made no
~denunciation of the racist campaign carried out by
- parents refusing to send their children to Headfield
Middle School in Dewsbury because it has a majori-

among white parents.’
Labour education-
spokesperson Jack "Straw
also refused to charact-
erise the campaign in

‘Dewsbury for what it was

— racism.

The {ndependent

* would have done better to

read their own education
correspondent’s”  report.
Writing in the 8 September
issue, Ngaio Marsh says
that the school involved,
Headfield Middle School
is a Church of England
school described even by
the local vicar = as
‘magnificent’.

The curriculum ‘is the
same as you would find
anywhere else‘. Yester-
day’s school lunch was the
evidently Asian cultural
speciality of fish fingers,
cheese and egg flan, cheese
and tomato sandwiches,
chips, salad, steamed pud-
ding and custard and fruit
and jelly’! Indeed one
might ask why Asian

children’s needs were not
-more specifically catered

for.

By attacking ‘multi-
cultural education’ and
Muslim schools, the press
is turning the victim into
the criminal. Racism is not
created by black people —
they are its target.

Cultural and language
education and
community-controlled
schools, are not a pro-
blem. They are the entirely
legitimate demands of
people torn from their
homelands by British im-
perialism which simult-
aneously sought to destroy
their cultural heritage. Do-
ing so was key in making
them a source of cheap
labour.

The mounting pro-
blems in education are the
result not of children of
Asian descent but of
government policy. Last
July, the school inspectors
reported that run-down
and. unsuitable class-
rooms were now adversely
affecting 20 per cent of
schools. They catalogued

an entire litany of pro-
blems with education pro-
vision. Preliminary fin-
dings from a joint Na-
tional Union of
Teachers/British Educa-
tional Equipment Associa-
tion survey described mat-
ters as being even worse.
The situation  will
deteriorate with the huge
cuts in educational spen-
ding which are planned.
The media, and govern-
ment, are diverting atten-
tion from that real crisis by
stoking up racist hysteria
— and Labour is now pay-
ing the price for failures
such as refusal to support
Brent council over the
McGoldrick affair.
Baker’s proposed ‘core’

‘(read white, English and

Conservative) curriculum,
‘freedom of parental
choice’, and right of
schools to opt out of local
authority control  will
make this situation worse.
The Dewsbury affair is
part of the racist shape of

-things to come.

Since then the Tamils
have been imprisoned
aboard the ferry
Weymouth. They have gone
on hunger strike in protest
against the terrible condi-
tions on the prison ship and
to force the government to
consider -their plea for
asylum.

The government recent-
ly decided to deport five
other Tamils. But the court
hearing declared four of
them should have the right
to stay while their case is be-
ing reviewed.

The British government
has always argued that it is
safe for all Tamils and
Sinhalese to return to Sri
Lanka if they are not
wanted for any criminal of-
fence. The argument is that
the Sri Lankan government
is a democratic government
and it has given such
guarantees to the British
government. ‘

Particularly since the
so-called peace accord in
Sri Lanka the British
government has said that
no refugees from Sri Lanka
need to be admitted to Bri-
tain. The peace accord is
also used to justify the
deportation of Viraj Men-
dis, a Sinhalese revolu-
tionary who has been living
in Britain for 14 years.

The home office is
determined to deport Men-
dis. His case has become a
national symbol of the fight
against the immigration
laws.

The media have been
forced to report his case

“thanks to a nationwide
campaign for his right to
stay in Britain. This in-
cludes 4000 people
demonstrating ~ in Man-
chester in support of Men-
dis on 11 July.

The Viraj Mendis
Defence Campaign
(VMDC) has been able to
mobilise strong support,
and has made it difficult for

Viraj Mendis: the
fight goes on

INTERNATIONAL attention was focused on
British immigration laws when more than 50 Tamil
i refugees from Sri Lanka had to undress in a London
| airport to avoid deportation recently. Only court in-
tervention prevented the government deporting them
while their cases were reviewed.

the home office to arrest
and deport him.

The police can now be
sent into the church at any
time. But the home office
knows that such a move will
create political problems.
That is why it has been try-
ing to break the alliance
between the church and

.Mendis.

By Finn Jensen

Two others with depor-
tation orders against them
have taken sanctuary in
Bradford and Leicester. The
home office fears the exam-
ple might spread.

A  police magazine
claimed that Mendis ‘ex-
changes letters with con-
victed TRA terrorists in the
Maze prison’. This :was
followed up by a story in the

Manchester Evening News

— all- part of a
psychological preparation
for the police to go into the
church to arrest him.

- The Manchester Even-
ing News article was follow-
ed by a new attack on the
church: At six o’clock in the
morning bricks and bottles
were -thrown through the
windows. Mendis believes
this was done by police
officers.

Meanwhile the VMDC

“continues to build support

for Viraj Mendis right to «
stay. Every Friday at 5.30
pm it holds a demonstra-
tion from Piccadilly
Gardens, Manchester.

® The VMDC campaign is
encouraging well-known
people to publicly support
Viraj, including from
abroad. Copies of such let-
ters should be sent-to the
Bishop of Manchester,
Bishop Court, Bury New

. Road, Manchester M7 OLE

and to VMDC, c/o North
Hulme Centre, Jackson
Crescent, Manchester MI5.

Pupils at Headfield Middle School, Dewsbury, where a

Assistant  metropolitan
police commissioner Paul

days we have had a murder,
" 500 serious crimes and 150
people have had their
possessions ripped from
- them,’ said Condon.

“That hardly creates an
" aura of fun does t?” He
déscribed this as rart of the

THERE HAVE been renewed calls for the Notting Hill
‘carnival to be banned after this year’s two-day event,

No other mass events — all
of which attract the same

Year after year this call
is made against the car-
nival. The main feature of
Notting Hill, the larges:
carpivai o7 v o TE -
Eurcrz & "2 g,

many carnival-goers sud-
denly found themselves in

Mangrove carnival troupe.
We were just finishing our
circuit when suddenly we

who were caught up in it
Policemen were tearing
down the streets with their
truncheons drawn.’

Operation Trident — a
similar operation to the

carnival. Carnival organi-
sers and others had already
warned the police of the

it is important o
+hat what happen
ting Hill or Mornd

e WES TATI T

~2s Lpas tney did would

had experienced weeks and
weeks of over-policing.

can’t think of any other
cultural event of this nature
which is policed in this
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have made clear that they

- the European Court. MARCH
“The parents do not  group of parents are refusing to send their children FROM
- want a multi-cultural cur- because it is preponderantly black B ATER FARM
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THE NATIONAL Union of
Mineworkers in South Africa made
labour movement history in its
heroic three-week strike in pursuit
of a living wage. Never before has
the liberation struggle in South

"Africa experienced a strike of such

proportions for such a length of
time. The strike achieved, in the
words of the South African Con-
gress of Trade Unions (SACTU),
‘the best unity and organisation the
country has ever seen’.

By Doreen Weppler

Although the miners were unable to
win their 30 per cent wage increase, the
union  successfully  organised a
necessary retreat. This will allow it to
continue the struggle — organisational-
ly intact and with 80,000 new members
won through the battle. As Cyril
Ramaphosa, general secretary of the
NUM(SA) put it, the strike should be
seen as ‘a dress rehearsal for further ac-
tion’. With the death of 50 miners at-
the Helena gold rgine just hours after
the return to work, further action is on
the cards.

This historic trial of strength
registered the balance of forces in’
South Africa. It demonstrated that the
apartheid regime can’t simply crush the
trade union movement — the capacity
of which belied the Chamber of Mines’
predictions that it would crumble
within two days. In saluting the black
workers, SACTU explained that the
mining bosses: ‘failed to bleed the
NUM to its death.’ But the strike also
showed that the struggle for power by
the oppressed peoples of South Africa
will be a prolonged one. The South
African ruling class is a junior partner
in the world system of imperialism.
Apartheid rule, which brings the im-
perialists superprofits from black
labour, will not be overthrown easily.

The NUM(SA) was re-launched
four years ago. At the start of the

strike, it organised 40 per cent of
miners. With over 340,000 members it
is the backbone of the 710,000 member,
non-racial Confederation of South
African Trade Unions (COSATU).
The claim submitted by the
NUM(SA) in this year’s wage round in-
cluded a 30 per cent wage increase
(reduced to 27 per cent in the final week
of negotiations); an increase in holidays
from 18 to 30 days; an increase in holi-
day pay; an extension in death benefits
to miners families five years. The union
also demanded paid holidays on dates
black workers wished to mark. These
include May Day, 16 June (the anniver-
sary of the Soweto uprising) and 25
March (the anniversary of the
Sharpeville massacre). An end to the
migrant labour system was called for.

The very length of the dispute, in an
industry organised on the inhumane:
migrant labour system, was a feat in
itself. Black miners in South Africa are
forced to live in single-sex compounds,
leaving their families behind in the ban-
tustans (land reservations for blacks),
or in neighbouring countries which
provide large amounts of labour for the
mining houses in South Africa. Each
miner’s wage, on average, must sup-
port 12-15 family members he has left
behind. Yet without strike pay, the
miners held out for three weeks. The
longest national dispute previously sus-
tained by the NUM(SA) lasted 48
hours.

“The strike affected 44 of the 46 gold
and coal mines targétted by the NUM.
In comparison, the historic 1946 miners .
strike, a landmark in the South African
liberation struggle, involved 70,000 to
100,000 miners in 21 mines for five days
from 12-17 August. At the end of the
1946 strike which was defeatd, 12
miners were dead and 1200 injured.

The initial response of the Chamber
of Mines this time was a desperate bid
to buy off the strike. On 1 July, a wage
increase ranging from 15 to 23.4 per

_cent was imposed. This didn’t deter the

union. The strike began.

On the first day of the strike the
government tried a similar ploy. It
enacted laws to abolish the ‘job reser-
vation’ system in the mines. These laws

from NUM lodges and area

LESSONS OF THE
'MINERS STRIKE

have barred black miners from better
paid jobs in the pits for more than 75
years. A massive misinformation cam-
paign of fake leafletting also failed to
disrupt the strike.

These tactics were coupled with
brute force from day one. The miners
were subject to unrelenting attacks by
the mining bosses and their notorious
private security forces, backed up
where necessary, by the apartheid state
forces. Miners who remained at the
compounds were forced down mining
shafts at gunpoint. The appeal by the -
NUM for miners to leave their living
quarters was a clear signal that the
reponsibility for violence was at the
door of the bosses and the state. In the
event, most miners remained at the
compounds.

During the three weeks, over 400 ar-
rests were made; over 500 miners suf-
fered "injuries and 11 miners were
murdered. Thirty six thousand miners
were sacked from their jobs. Thous-
ands of other jobs were put at risk when
the mine owners threatened to close a
number of mining shafts.

At the end of the day, the union won
improved conditions, but no further
wage increase. A ten per cent increase
in holiday pay was agreed. Death
benefits are to be paid up to three years
after the death. Agreement has been
reached that moves will be made to end
the hostel system.

However, this battle was not just
another wage round. The strike took
place against the back cloth of an in-
creasingly polarised South African.
society. The apartheid regime has
employed violence on all fronts in an
attempt to contain the continuing
resistance to its rule. But it has been
unable to regain the strategic initiative.

The townships where black urban
workers live remain occupied by the ar-
my. Yet the regime can’t get the apar-
theid councils functioning. If the
troops were withdrawn everyone agrees
that the underground street commit-
tees, people’s courts, and local defence
units would soon reappear.

The mass organisations have also
been targetted for repression by the
regime. The United Democratic Front

(UDF) the largest anti-apartheid coali-
tion in South Africa, has a majority of.
its leaders in prison. Nevertheless, new
mass organisations continue to be set
up. For example, in May 1987, the
UDF.Women’s League was launched.
Preparations are underway for the
rebirth of the Federation of South
African Women (FEDSAW) which will
draw in both UDF and non-UDF
women. FEDSAW was relaunched in
the Johannesburg area in June 1987.

Perhaps the most spectacular
achievement in recent months was the
launch of a quarter of a million strong
youth organisation, the South African
Youth Congress (SAYCO) which is
totally underground.

But the most decisive feature this
year has been the central role of the
trade unions as focus for the resistance
to the apartheid regime. The unions
have been able to score important vic-
tories — at great cost in terms of human
lives and suffering. '

Two major battles on a national
scale have been won. First, over 10,000
workers, mainly women, employed by
the large chain stores of OK Bazaars
won a strike against low pay. In June
the South African Railway and Har-
bour Workers Union scored a resoun-
ding victory after a three-month strug- -
gle. This had threatened to spark off a
more generalised upsurge as the
eleventh anniversary of the Soweto
uprising approached.

With these successes under its belt,
the trade union movement was engaged
in strike actions involving half a million
workers as the miners strike got under-
way. Chemical workers, car workers,
agricultural labourers and food pro-
cessing workers were in local and
regional disputes. The postal workers
action was the broadest — involving
20,000 members at a national level.
This action followed from the victory

of the Soweto-centred postal strike in 7

May. It was part of a strike wave by
members of the Post Office and
Telecommunication Workers Union
(POTWA) which began in May. A
return to work took place two days
after the NUM(SA) settlement. An im-
provement in conditions resulted —

although demands for wages parity.
with white workers was not achieved..-
Today, 100,000 members of the second
largest South African union, the Na-
tional Union of Metatworkers of South.
African (NUMSA), are preparing foE:
local strike actions throughout _the
country. A threatened national strike
has been declared illegal by the courts. -
During the miners strike in South .
Africa, 4000 sacked copper miners im
Namibia were also resisting an
onslaught of harassment and intimida-
tion. These workers, employed by the
Tsumeb Corporation Ltd. (TCL),
which is owned by the British multina-
tional Consolidated Gold Fields, had
been on strike since 26 July for a 120
per cent increase in the pitiful wages
paid. It also demanded improved con-.
ditions — as well as broader political
demands such as an end to the contract.
labour system and the implementation

BUILD FOR OCTOBER 24th

THE APPEAL put out by the South
African miners and the African Na-
tional Congress for support from
miners world-wide was immediately
acted upon by the British NUM. The
International Miners Organisation
(IMO) also moved into action, call-
ing on its affiliates world-wide to aid
the miners. A preliminary list of 68
unions which gave money included
miners unions from the US, France,
East and West Germany and Cuba.
The Australian miners union sent
£2500 just as it started its own in-
dustrial action. Transport workers

from Canada contributed, as did

steel workers and car workers unions
from the US. A range of community
organisations in South Africa and
the Front Line States responded to
the appeal.

The international

magnificent

response was matched by efforts in Bri- |
tain itself. The British NUM, and.
Women Against Pit Closures, found an |
overwhelming response in the labour ;
movement. In three weeks over £75,000
was raised for the South African NUM !

— including significant sums from other
national unions in Britain. TASS topped
the donations with £5000, but unions
such as the Fire Brigades Union gave

£1500. Thousands of pounds poured in .

organisations.

Miners support committees set up to
aid the British NUM in its strike also
acted. Town-centre collections by NUM
members and other labour movement
and anti-apartheid activists were ex-
tremely successful.

Although there has been a return to
work, solidarity is still urgently needed.
The Namibian miners have returned to
work under extremely difficult condi-
tions and require aid at all levels. Here a

firm stand was taken by Liverpool -

dockers in August when they refused to
unload uranium hexafluoride which they
suspected came from Namibia. These
dockers are now working to extend their
stand to other docks. They have organis-
ed a regional demonstration in Liverpool
on 3 October which deserves widespread
support.

South African miners equally need
support. Not only have they members de-
tained and injured, as well as respon-
sibilities to the families of those who gave
their lives in the struggle, but three NUM
members are on death row awaiting ex-

ecution. The very day of the return to

work two of the 34 black prisoners on
death row were murdered by the regime.

SAY®&0 has launched an inter-

national campaign to ‘Save the 32’ which
has been backed by COSATU and the
UDF. This campaign should have a
powerful response in Britain. A target of

Godfrey Mokate of SACTU appealing for solidarity with the

32,000 signatures has been set. The Anti
Apartheid Movement will be focussing in
the coming weeks on fresher weeks at
colleges and winning students to support
for initiatives being organised by South
Africa the Imprisoned Society (SATIS),
which organises activity on this aspect of
solidarity work in Britain.

An immediate focus for continuing
the mobilisation will be the ‘Sanctions

Against South African Coal Conference’
on 19 September in Sheffield. The
response to the conference has been
tremendous. Pete Kennedy, the NUM’s
international officer, states that delega-
tions have come from over 50 pit bran-
ches, six or seven Women Against Pit
Closure groups, and a wide variety of
other unions. The Liverpool dockers will
be there as well. ’

anti-apartheid struggle at the Notts miners gala

The NUM is showing the way fo
ward for the anti-apartheid movement
a whole in Britain. If this lead is taken
will provide the most powerful build v
possible to the national demonstratic
called by the AAM on 24 October and |
forging a movement to force the gover
ment to impose total sanctions agait
the apartheid regime. i




THE ATTEMPTED coup against Corazan
Aquino’s government in the Philippines at the end
of August revealed the deepening crisis her regime is
facing. But more, it also showed Aquino’s incapaci-
ty to solve any of the urgent problems confronting
the country since she came to power 18 months ago.
As a result, the Aquino government is squeezed on
all sides. CAROL TURNER looks at developments
behind the coup attempt.

THE fifth attempted coup
against the Philippines
government of Corazon
Aquino, which took place
on Friday 28 August, was by
far the bloodiest and most
serious yet of her 18-month
rule. At least 40 were killed
and 300 injured during the
abortive attempt by a
significant section of the
military to seize power.
The coup attempt
lasted 24 hours. It was led
by Colonel Gregorio
‘Gring> Honasan, .a
former aide of sacked
defence minister Juan
Ponce Enrilo who is now

©of UN Security Council Resolution 435
which calls for withdrawal of the oc-
siipation forces of South Africa from
amibia.
-“This strike was concluded shortly
fter the NUM(SA) settlement. The
wcourts had earlier ruled the strike il-
tegal. The union’s appeal came just as
the NUM(SA) dispute was being con-
cluded — and its appeal was rejected.
The situation of these workers is very
serious today. It is estimated that up to
40 per cent of Namibian miners —
ose approaching retirement, those
the ‘company deems are ‘trouble-
smakers’, arid so on — will not be taken
“back. Furthermore, in the most serious
tack since 1979, six top leaders of
ibia’s liberation movement, the
uth West African Peoples Organisa-
n. (SWAPO), were. arrested last
eek, Ben Uulenga, the general
cretary of the Mineworkers Union of
amibia (MUN), was also arrested on
return to Namibia from Britain —
where he had been mobilising solidarity
r the copper miners.
- The political developments accom-
ying the South African miners
ke has seen a major consolidation of

s a symbol of the programme
fary for liberation in South
frica. This document was drawn up in
55, but is just as relevant today and is
“the central programme supported by
the: ANC.

. Today the Charter is deepening its
among the masses. The decision by
SATU at its July congress to adopt
e - Freedom Charter, and the
hdrawal by thé metal workers union
ts motion to draw up a counterpos-
d.socialist workers charter, was the
Imination of a long process of con-
ideration by union members based on
«periences of struggle they’ve been
gh in recent months.

The non-racial trade unions in
ith Africa have come to understand
t is not possible to limit their con-
ns to bread and butter issues. Every
ct-of the conditions facing them is
poted in apartheid itself. Further-
ore, it is increasingly evident that the
king class, is taking the lead in the
ght against apartheid rule.

The identification of SAYCO with
reedom: Charter indicates that a

educated by and organised by the

i¢cs of the Freedom Charter in

h Africa. This political clarifica-

is indispensable to the deepening

ggle for a free South Africa.

" The NUM(SA) strike has to be seen
‘that political context. Any decision

generation of fighters is being won -

taken to prolong the NUM strike, when
the union recognised the state forces
were moving to intervene in a massive
way, and the outcome was not at all
certain, would have cut this vital
political process short. Indeed, a wrong
decision on the need for a tactical
retreat would have proved catastrophic
not only for the labour movement, but
for the broader liberation struggle as a
whole. It would have threatened the
structure of the union itself.

The strike also helped to clarify
other political developments. The
character of the so-called liberal
bourgeoisie was clear for all to see.
Anglo-American, the mining company
most heavily affected by the strike,
presented itself before it began as the
most enlightened management in South
Africa. When&he strike began, it mov-
ed against the strikers just as ruthlessly
as any of the mining bosses.

The role of the bosses was sharply
attacked by the ANC in its statement

on the strike. ‘The mining houses,
united under the rubric of the Chamber
of Mines, have for more than a century
reaped lucrative profits at the expense
of the health and lives of thousands of
black miners from inside and outside of
South Africa ... Today these selfsame
mining houses have the timerity to
plead they can ill-afford wage
demands.’

The ANC called for stepping up and
deepening the dispute amongst all
miners, in mine-related industries, in
other COSATU affiliates and amongst
all ‘democratic and patriotic forces’. A
rallying call was also made to miners
world-wide to assist the NUM(SA).

This strike is a landmark battle in
the history of the South African libera-
tion struggle. Because the retreat was
carried out in a unified way, it means
that although the wage demands were
not won, the apartheid rulers are not at
all looking forward to the continuation
of the war.

the main bourgeois opposi-
tion figure.

Honasan  originally
helped install the Aquino
government. But, since
another attempted coup
against Aquino  last
November, Honasan has ef-
fectively been banished to a
remote town north of the
Manila capital.

It was from there that
this latest coup was organis-
ed. Enrile is also rumoured
to have been involved in the
28 August coup.

A total of about 1500
troops were reported to
have taken part, some 800

of them mounting attacks™

on military installations in
Manila. Camp Aquinaldo,
the Philippines military
headquarters, was assailed
and Villamor, the Philip-
pine airforce’s main base,
was also held for several
hours.

City Hall, the seat of the
provinci&l overnment, was
also held. The attack there’
was led by the commander
of the constabulary for the
region. -

"~ Rebel troops failed to
take a government TV
channel they aimed for.
However they did capture a
private station and broad-
cast appeals throughout the
day.

Aquino’s presidential

.palace was also attacked.

But the main targets of the
attempted coup - were
military. Honasan claimed
his action was aimed
against the ‘leadership
vacuum’ in the armed
forces.

The coup was confined
to the main island of Luzon
where the Manila capital is
situated. But it extended
beyond the city to outlying
provinces.

However, by nightfall
on Friday 28 August,
defence minister General
Fidel Ramos reported that
the coup was put down. But
Honasan has escaped.

The military rebels are
now said to be planning a

has called for unity agaimst
the Communist Party-led
New People’s Army (NPA)

which has intensified its ac-
tivities since the coup.

The Communist-led
National Democratic Front
of the Philippines (NDF)
described the August coup
as ‘another characteristic
manifestation of the conti-
nuing Philippine crisis’ The
NDF warned: ‘There is also
growing repression of peo-
ple’s organisations and con-
tinuing violations of human
rights. :

‘Cory Aquino has failed
to bring to justice previous
coup plotters as well as
military who have violated
human rights. This has em-
boldened the more fascist
sections within the military
to plan and make their
moves.

‘Whatever the outcome
of the crisis the likely result
could be the declaration of
a state of emergency
directed at progressive and
revolutionary forces.

The Aquino govern-

ment is undoubtedly facing
pressure on all
Honasan and his sup-
porters are cgncerned that
the Tliberalisalion’ measures
undertaken by the Aquino
government will lead to the
downfall of the Philippines
bourgeoisie, and want to see
a return to the more open
repression of the Marcos
days in order to control the
situation.

The Philippines ruling
class correctly recognises —
and fears — the increased
confidence and combativity
which the overthrow of the

-20-year long Marcos dic-

tatorship has brought to the
islands’ workers and
peasants.

The New People’s Army
has stepped up its activity
since the failed coup. A
week later at least 87 had
died as a result of NPA
actions.

Along with greater
military activity by the
NPA, industrial militancy
has increased and the strug-
gle for social and civil rights
has blossomed during the
past 18 months. The recent
coup was immediately
preceeded by a call from the
May First Movement
(Kilusang Mayo Uno, the
KMU) for a general strike in
protest against increased oil
prices imposed by Aquino
earlier in August.

In response to the
KMU’s strike call, Aquino
announced a significant oil
tax cut on the eve of the
proposed stoppage. Despite
this, the action went ahead.
Manila was at a standstill
and most other major cen-
tres were affected.

More than 208 were ar-
resied durmy the Srikz =
the first mass arress of dne
Aquimo govermment Tww

sides. -

union leaders and about 5!
supporters were also a
rested. One KMU leade
has been charged wit
sedition.

Corazan Aquino canx
to power at the beginning o
1986 pledged to dissolve th
institutions of the Marco:
years and to speed wu)
political reforms. Her nev
regime’s economic pro
gramme however remaines
vague. It is Aquino’s im
capacity to lift the Philip
pines out of the economi
crisis into which Marco
had plunged the country o
the advice of the Work
Bank that is at the root o
her failure to unite the dif
ferent factions within th
ruling class or to curb th
growing militancy "of th
masses.

By the end of Marcl
1986, Aquino had abolish
ed the old nationa
assembly and got rid of thx

‘Marcos constitution. B

although she adopted :
provisional constitutio
giving herself very wid
powers indeed, includim:
governing by  decree
Aquino also promised :
new constitution and a
elected assembly.

These radical promise
were expected but deept
divided the ruling class
Aquino has failed to delive
serious political rights fe
the country’s masses am
her most significas
economic reform, the pro
mised land liberalisatio
earlier this year, is being &
posed as a sham.

About one month afte
Aquino took over, the ND:
declared its readiness ¢t
enter into dialogue with th
government on the subjex
df a ceasefire between th
NPA and the Philippime
armed forces. It pointed
the objective was the estal
lishment of ‘genuine de
mocracy’ but that preses
conditions did not perms
the NPA to surrender arm
— a position that has clear
been proved correct.

By the end of May 198
Aquino had stepped ap he
support for the army, rejes
ting any perspective of
broad purge. ‘Before, whe
we were in the oppositios
the military was o=
enemy,’ she said, ‘But it |
different now. They ar
really trying their best &
protect the people.’

The United States gas
full political support ¢t
Aquino during the reces
coup attempt — realisin
that a return to a pure

. Aquino dictatorship woub

strengthen the NPA sti
further. But Agquimo |
unable to purge the arm
effectively because she relie
on it for the fight agaim:
the Communists. Th
therefore, is unlikety to b
the last coup attempt.

Aquino’s government
rapidly loosing suppert i
its left — becamse &
grant no Seroes Comce:
Sioas (0 the masies — 28
0 s Nght — hecamse &
moapaive o —winmg W
Commumss. The pesgpe
e u e Peliamn.s-
o GEEEE— T
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Japan’s Eric Hammond

- JAPAN provided the first example
of the economic restructuring that
has become known as the ‘dual
economy’. Based on this develop-
ment, over the last decade, the entire
traditional, left reformist, structure
of the Japanese labour movement

_ has been dismantled — to be replac-

ed by domination of ‘company

unionism’ on the trade union field
and coalitionism with bourgeois
parties on the political field. To
understand how the politics of an

Eric Hammond came to dominate

an entire labour movement, RED-

MOND O’NEILL interviewed

YOHICHI SAKAIL, a Japanese

socialist activist.

THE Japanese workers’ movement

started in a meaningful way only after

the first world war.— and under the
direct impact of the Russian revolution.

Then between 1935 and 1937 the entire

workers’ movement was suppressed.

During the war there was no organised

workers movement at all.

After 1945, when Japanese im-
perialism was defeated and occupied by

the US, there was a massive mobilisation
of the-Japanese working class and the

rapid expansion of a new trade union
federation led by the Japanese Com-
munist Party (JCP). This, at its peak,
organised two million workers.

The victory of the Chinese revolu-
tion in 1949 was followed by the
Korean war and the-intensification of
US imperialism’s attacks on the
revolutionary struggles in the region.
Within Japan, the US occupying
power and the Japanese bourgeoisie
launched a frontal assault on the trade
union federation led by the JCP. Asa
result the union was smashed and
most of the CP members sacked.

The Korean war itself created a
boom situation for the Japanese
economy and accelerated its recovery. A
new Socialist Party (SP)-led reformist
trade union federation was set up in
1950/51 called Sohyo. By 1953/4 the
Japanese economy recovered its pre-war
peak of production. On this basis of
economic recovery workers’ militancy
began to revive.

,The political orientation of the
Japanese Socialist Party which was the
dominant majority current in Sohyo was
left reformist: against US imperialism,
against the US/Japanese security pact,
against the rebuilding of Japanese
military forces, in defence of democratic
rights, and with third worldist interna-
tional positions. There was a solid bloc
between the SP, the reformist trade
union movement and the JCP.

There was also a very straight, right-
wing pro-American, social democratic
minority in the SP which split to form
the Democratic Socialist Party (DSP) in
1959.

Between 1957 and 1960 the
bourgeoisie launched an offensive which
was successful on the trade union level
but not on the political level.

The key fight was in the coal in-
dustry. The miners union was led by a
current similar to the Scargill current in
Britain. It waged a frontal confrontation
with the employers — with a ten month
strike and occupations of the mines. But
the miners were defeated.

Expansion

This defeat of the militant trade
union current coincided with a new wave
of Japanese economic expansion which
continued, with annual growth rates of
6-8 per cent, until the 1973 oil crisis.

Whereas in Western Europe there
was a massive introduction of im-
migrant workers during the post war
economic expansion, in Japan there was
a huge migration of the population
from the rural to the urban areas.

Between 1955 and 1973, the
agricultural workforce decreased from
17 million to 9 million. In the same
period the number of wage earners in-
creased from 20 million to 36 miilion.
The rural population was reduced from

30 to i85 ner cent of the total. Women

were aiso brought into the workforce in

large numbers.
Against this background, in the ear-

ly sixties, a new right wing company :
-trade union currentkegan to develop

amongst the workers 1n the big factories
in the private sector. It inserted itself into
a fundamental division in the
workforce.

Core

In Japan, in the big factories, there
are two categories of employees —
lifelong employees and casual, contract
workers. Women are not part of the core
— the majority of women working in
the private sector are part-time.

In the sixties this ‘dual economy’
system was generalised and systematis-
ed. Only lifelong employed workers were
unionised and casual contract workers
were excluded from the company union.

The unions of the different com-
panies of a particular sector such as
automobiles then united into an in-
dustrial federation; the same happened
in steel, in chemicals, in ship building
and so on, _

In each case the industrial federation
is based on these company unions.
These industrial federations then come
together into a number of
confederations.

This finally became the union
system in almost all big manufacturing
factories - right wing company trade
unions based on the ‘core’ workers and
excluding thelow paid, part-time, tem-
porary and women workers. It had
already become a dominant trade union
current in the private sector by the end
of the 197¢s. These unious give their
first ioyalivéo the company. Politically
they suppert the Democratic Socialist
Party or the right wing of the SP and are
openly pro-imperialist.

In the public secter, the situation is
different. Here all workers were, nor-

iﬁlly, lifelong employees and there are
no contract or casual employees. The
public sector was the main base of the

" left reformist traditional trade unions.

In the private sector the traditional
reformist trade unions were mainly
restricted, by the 1970s, to the smaller
factories.

The domination . of . the ‘core’
workers in the big factories of the
private sector secured by the
bourgeoisie in the 60s and early 70s was
the first stage in dismantling the tradi-
tional reformist labour movement in
Japan. But on the political level the
right-wing still remained weak and a
minority. There was a structural united
front between the SP, the Japanese
Communist Party (JCP) and Sohyo
throughout this period. From the mid-
sixties to the early seventies SP/JCP
control of local councils expanded to
almost all big cities in Japan. They were
supported by the reformist trade union
movement.

Rationalisation

The second stage in the process
came after the ‘oil shock’ of 1973. For
Japan the 1973 oil crisis marked the end
of prolonged economic expansion. In
1975-6 the Japanese economy con-
tracted for the first time since 1949.
Japan went through the worst
economic contraction of any im-
perialist economy at that time. In
response, from 1975 to 1977, the
Japanese bourgeoisie carried out an in-
tensive rationalisation of the economy.

First, the government tightened its
financial control over locai govern-
ment. This deprived the SP/JCP con-
trolled municipalities of the ability to
grant reforms. The bourgeoisie and the
right wing then began a campaign to
reak up the CP/SP united front. This
was accompanied by a wiich fnunt

against the current within the SP most
committed to the SP/JCP united front.

By the early 1980s JCP/SP control
over local government was broken. The
SP began to move to the right and
adopted a line of coalition with the
DSP, the Bhuddist party, and even the
government Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP) at municipal level.

Secondly, in the private sector, from
1975 to 1978, the Japanese bourgeoisie
carried out the biggest industrial ra-
tionalisation of any imperialist country.
This was the springboard for its
economic success at the beginning of
the 1980s.

The company unions actively
cooperated with the basses in the ra-

tionalisation. In the process the pockets -

of support for the traditional reformist
trade union in the private sector were
eliminated. Right wing company union
domination of the private sector
became complete.

In the public sector the peak of
traditional trade union militancy in the
1970s was the general strike of 1975
demanding the right to strike for public
sector workers. But when the govern-
ment refused to give way the trade
union leadership just called off the
strike. This was the end of the offensive
position of the reformist trade union
movement.

Public

From 1975 to 1979 the Japanese
bourgeoisie built up their stronghold in
the private sector. Then, over the next
five years they launched a frontal attack
on the trade union movement in the
public sector. This was accomplished by
a wave of denationalisations.

in 1984 telecommunications was
privatised. Then the state monopoly
tobacco and cigarette company was
privatised. Privatisation and the

InDepth

core/periphery system was introduced
into local government with the contrac-
ting out of various services. ;
The rail union which was the :
backbone of Sohyo throughout the .
1970s, was completely defeated. Its
membership was reduced from a peak
of 150,000 to 30,000. The railway
system was privatised and broken up in-
to six private regional railway com-
panies. The whole structure of the
reformist trade union movement which -
had existed since the 1950s came toan - -
end.

Unity

On this basis, in 1984/85, the right
wing trade union federation in the
private sector took the offensive to call
for a process of nationwide unification
of the trade union movement under the .-
leadership of the right wing. The right -

ing trade union forces, to secure this, < >

ave united into a preparatory con-
federation in the private sector. This is

a transitory step. In the final stage there - L

will be a new right wing trade union -
confederation which will totally.
dominate the private sector. o

The right wing unions have also
launched a campaign for a single union

confederation including the public and -~ g

private sectors — which will mean the
complete hegemony of right wing com- »* *
pany unionism in the Japanese labour
movement. The leadership of Sohyo
has made a sharp right turn over the . ..
past seven years and supports unity. "
In summary, if in Western Europe
the task is defence of labour -
movements which are weakened but
remain intact as national class: .-
movements, in Japan the traditional” .
labour movement has been dismantl-
ed. What is on the agenda is a new ef-
fort to rebuild a national working
class movement. -
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Press reports have
spoken of ‘peace fever’, of
a .‘wave of euphoria’
sweeping through the
twenty million or so Cen-
tral American people.

'; By John Smith

. .. .The signing of the
- Guatemala- Accord is a
: reflection of the growing
. “unity of Central America
against  the
against. the US military
" presence and -corruption,
prostitution and drug-
trafficking which in-
‘evitably accompanies .it;

. threat-of direct US military
" intervention . - The de-
- “mand for peace has been
~“shown 'to involve  a
- political - struggle against
US intervention. .
" The Guatemala Ac-
cord is a sign that a new,
crucial stage of the strug-
- gle in Central America has
been reached, full of pro-
~mise and fraught with
dangers; one in which the
international  solidarity
movement has a vital role
to play.
. The Guatemala peace
accord reflects a shift in
the balance of forces in
Central America. This is
- .. what the Sandinistas term
the “strategic defeat’ of the
contras.

‘defeat was explained in the
Nicaraguan magazine En-
" vio in February of this
year: ‘The (contra) project
was based fundamentally

Police rioted against
strikers at the largest
manufacturing company
in the country which has
become the target of strike
- action for the second time
“in a month. '

Militant strike action
by 40,000 workers at
" ‘Hyundai Heavy Industries
-in. August forced -the
government to intervene,
- -declaring that they would
ensure the company
recognise the newly form-
ed trade unions.

Last. week, 20,000
-/ Hyundai workers resumed
- strike action and occupied
‘the company’s shipyard in
the southern city of Ulsan.
- They are now pressing for
a 25 per cent wage in-
erease.

, A massive demonstra-
-tion of strikers and sup-
porters wound its way
through the streets of
Ulsan on 3 September.
Led by scores of forklift

contras;

against - the unthinkable, -

‘The nature of this’

eace trea

THE ‘GUATEMALA’ peace accord signed last
month by Central America’s five presidents is a
= political victory for Nicaragua and a sharp blow to
the US war against the Sandinista revolution. The
governments of Honduras, Guatemala, Costa Rica
and El Salvador have accepted the legitimacy of
Nicaragua’s government and put their name to a
document demanding the dissolution of the contras.

on a class alliance
dominated by the pro-US
sector of the bourgeoisie
that had “‘survived the
shipwreck”’, to use Vice
President Sergio’
Ramirez’s phrase.

‘It proposed to bring
together — for an interim
period — diverse popular
sectors, mainly from
among the peasantry, by
‘manipulating their

religious sentiments for - - §

that purpose. The plan

was to. orchestrate these . -
sectors into a political- -

military structure around a
strong nucleus made up of
ex-Guard officers and sons
of confiscated Somocista
landowners. .
“The - real - -orchestra

leader, the United States, °

“seriously thought it could

rovoke an internal col-
‘lapse 'of the Sandinista -
revolutionary process, |
which it considered still
immature and incapable of
sustaining a ' systématic -
and concentric offensive
on all fronts. -

‘It believed it could -
provoke another internal

uprising, such as the one
that had just overthrown
the US ally, Anastasio
Somoza. Nonetheless, its
achievements were never
more than partial and tem-
porary, and today it can be
affirmed that this strategy,
as a whole, has already
failed.’

This ‘strategic defeat’
only leaves direct military
intervention by the US as a
serious option for over-
throwing the Sandinista
government.

This was explained by

~ ON FRIDAY, 4 September, the South Korean
government unleashed a wave of repression in an at-
~ tempt to stem the tide of strikes that have swept the
" ‘country for the past two and a half months. Police
arrested 350 strikers as the regime tried to use agree-
ment with the capitalist opposition over a constitu-
tion and an election timetable to prevent the feared
‘hot September’ and save the sinking dictatorship.

trucks, cranes and other
heavy vehicles, the
demonstrators destroyed
windows, typewriters,
photocopying ~ machines

~and furniture in the com-

‘pany’s main office, accor-
ding to AP and Reuters.
Two cars and a bus were
set on fire as the workers
chanted ‘raise our pay!’

The explosive situation
at Hyundai is just one of
the -literally thousands of
strike struggles that have
swept South Korea over
the past two and a half
months. Mining, engineer-
ing, fishing, transport,
catering, textiles are other
sectors that have been in-
volved.

Official figures released
by the Labour ministry last
week showed that strikes
were taking place at 797
work sites. New‘struggles
had erupted "at 112
workplaces whilst disputes
had ended at 56 companies
on Thursday 3 September,
the ministry reported.

Alejandro Bendana,
secretary. general of the
Nicaraguan foreign
ministry, in his speech to
the-24 March ’87 launch of
don:- - -

- ‘We denounce ... the
actual preparations for
direct military interven-

" ‘tion in Nicaragua. This is
* not-paranoid, this is not an
* exaggeration

If the
Reagan = administration
does not change its objec-
tive and if the.contras have
failed in achieving that ob-
jective, then there is only
one road left, and that is
the road of direct interven-
tion...’

This is the meaning,
for example, of the ‘Solid
Shield> manoeuvres in-
volving 50,000 US troops,
the supply of sophisticated
heavy weapons to the con-
tras, the regional prepara-
tions for full-scale in-
tervention, the efforts to
win public acquiescence
to, or support for over ag-

One of the disputes
that ended was a strike by
15,000 unionised taxi
drivers in the capital city
of Seoul, who won a 10 per
cent wage increase.

Many of the strikes are
over wages but in addition
the workers are fighting
for the establishment of
effectively functioning in-
dependent trade unions.

South Korean workers
face some of the worst
work conditions anywhere
in the world. Average

wages are just £1.10 per

hour. The average length
of the working week is 57
hours.

According to union of-
ficials, more than 23,000
workers were killed or
crippled in industrial ac-
cidents last year alone. In
some cases, workers are
confined to barracks-like
dormitories or crowded
shanties known as
‘chicken coops’.

In the face of these
conditions, effective and
independent trade
unionism is illegal. Labour
laws allow the government
to order a union to change
its leadership, to con-
fiscate union documents,
and even to dissolve a
union.

Workers planning to
strike must give 60 days’

gression against Nicara-
a. -

the US. Its signing of the
peace treaty has raised the
political stakes of such an
option still further.

The scope of the vic-
tory won by. Nicaragua
was indicated by vice-
president Sergio Ramirez,
speaking to the New York

Times on 14 August. ‘If we .

assume’ he said ‘that the
United States stops sup-
porting the counter-
revolution, that the

counterrevolution accepts -

the ceasefire, that the
counterrevolution begins
the process of giving up

arms, that the Govern-

ment of Honduras closes
the contra bases ... then,
parallel with that, the'state
of emergency will end. Full
constitutional freedoms
will be restored ...Ihope
it happens.” -

The Sandinistas have

notice, and after the 60
days are up they must im-
mediately submit to a 30
day ‘cooling-off* period.

Combined with this,
workers have had to face
heavy police repression
and company thugs. Last
week, for instance, police
arrested 105 miners who
had been locked out at
Jungam in the east of the
country. Two strikers have
been killed in the last ten
days.

It is these sorts of con-
ditions which have been at
the root of South Korea’s
much talked about
‘economic miracle’ — a
growth rate of 10 per cent
and yearly exports of over
£20 billion, some 36 per
cent of GNP. South Korea
is the twelfth largest trade-

‘ing company in the world.

The country has been
dominated — both
economically and
politically — by US im-
perialism ever since it was
created when Washington

‘unilaterally divided the

country along the 38th
parallel in 1945. Forty per

‘cent of the country’s ex-
“ports are to the US which
“continues

to maintain
40,000 troops there.
But the political stabili-

'ty enjoyed by the coun-

try’s rulers was burst
asunder in June when tens

But direct intervention
was never an easy road for -

had to make no strategic
concessions: they are not
obliged to negotiate with
the contras; not to reduce
or vary their. military,
political or economic rela-

-tions with Cuba and the

USSR; nor abrogate their
constitution.

Even the tactical con-
cessions made are extreme-
ly limited. :

Prior to the Accord,
Nicaragua had always

categorically refused to-

make its internal affairs a
subject of any interna-
tional agreement.

In signing the Accord,
Nicaragua has committed
itself to lift the State- of
Emergency, -initiate a
dialogue with internal op-

.ponents, and institute an

amnesty for contra leaders
who lay down their arms.

None of these com-
mitments are - new,
however. It’s long been
Nicaragua’s position that,

‘once the contra aggression

‘Wave of strikes in South Korea

of thousands of students,
workers and professionals
‘took to the streets to de-
mand an end to the dic-
tatorship.
- The mobilisations
forced the government to
promise free elections by
the end of the year, to
release political prisoners
and state its commitment
to ‘democracy’.

The government and
the main capitalist opposi-
tion party, the Democratic
Reunification Party led by
Kim Young Sam and Kim
Dae Jung, last week
.agreed to a new proposed
constitution and to a
December election date.

The terms of the draft
constitutions fall short of
what many organisations
in the 15-member National
Coalition for a
Democratic Constitution
have campaigned for. The
presidential power re-
mains intact, if restricted,
and 506 political prisoners
remain in the country’s
jails.

But the democratic
opening forced by the
June upsurge has allowed
hundreds of thousands of
South Korean workers,
students and peasants to

.push forward their
demands and deepen their
struggles.

-ceases, the
.Emergency: would . .be;
lifted. ’ :

State Qf

As Sandinista leade
Tomas Borge so aptly put
it: for Nicaragua to sign
the Accord ‘is not. to
negotiate our

them.’
- This is not to say. that

imperialism or the internal -
_pro-imperialist forces in

Nicaragua will just sit

back. They will seek to put .

ot domestic "
-policies, but to describe

ty victory for N icraga

to their advantage the fact

. that .Nicaragua’s internal
-policies hive ‘been made

the subject of an interna-
tional agreement. Already

. the - White House has
. argued for further contra-

funding to ensure the Ac-
cord’is inmiplemented!
* The labour “movement

“in this country should take

its cue from this to redou-
ble its solidarity efforts.
Next issue — what the treaty
means for El Salvador.

implementation ...

‘irregualar’ forces ...

states

support group ...

indivisible whole.

Nicaraguan people.

US administration.

The main provisions of the ‘Accord’ are:

@ National reconciliation: a) 60 days of General
Amnesty for political crimes in Guatemala, El
Salvador, Nicaragua; b) dialogue with all unarmed
groups of the internal opposition ... commissions to

be established within each country, composed of
governments, Church, opposition parties etc ta oversee

@ Ceasefire: to take effect as the dialogue begins ...

o Democratisation: complete press and broadcasting
freedom, plus removal of all impediments to political
pluralism, to be instituted within 60 days ...

@ Elections: a) elections for Central American
Parliament, under OAS supervision, to be held during
first half of 1988; b) under same supervision,
municipal, parliamentary etc elections to be held as
constitutionally established in each country ...

@ Suspension of military aid: all governments ‘should
ask’ nonregional governments to suspend aid to

@ Prohibition of the use of CA territory to attack, or
permit an attack against, other Central American

® Arms reduction: 60 days after signing, negotiations
concerning arms control and reduction to begin ...

@ Supervision: a supervisory committee to be
established, composed of General Secretaries of the
UN, OAS, and foreign ministers of Contadora and

o Evaluation: a summit of the five Presidents to be
held, six months after signing, to review progress ...

@ Final consideration: each point above is part of an

FMLN hails ‘victory’

“THE agreement ... constitutes a political victory for
the popular Sandinista revolution ... (it) means a
recognition of the right of self-determination of the
Nicaraguan people and more concretely of their right
to carry out a popular and democratic revolution ...
‘For eight years, Reagan and his Central American
puppets have unsuccessfully tried to overthrow the
popular Nicaraguan revolution. They have imposed
huge sacrifices, destruction and death on the heroic

‘Although by itself, the agreement in Guatemala
does not have the capacity to stop the mercenary
aggression, it is an undeniable defeat for the
interventionist and domineering policy of the present

— Statement of El Salavador’s Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front (FMLN) General
‘ Command, 11 August 1987
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In the Unions;} f

‘Greatest removal of

workers rights’

THE deal concluded
between the executive of
the Confederation of
Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions
-(CSEU) and the
Engineering Employers
Federation (EEF) has
been described by TASS
as the ‘greatest removal
of workers rights in the
history of engineering’.
In return for a one-
and-a-half hour
reduction in the
working week over three
years, the employers
have insisted on an
agreement which
imposes total job
flexibility, maximum
utilisation of plant and
machinery, and other
clauses which
dramatically increase

management’s right to
manage.

These will inevitably
lead to further job cuts
in an industry which has
seen hundreds of
thousands of jobs axed
over the last eight years.

The deal will be
strongly resisted by
engineering workers
who are planning a
series of protests. The
key policy-making body
of the main engineering
union, the AEU, meets
on 24 September in
Eastbourne. The next.
meeting of the CSEU
executive is in London
on 5 November.

- Both meetings will
be lobbied by union
activists opposed to

_selling hard-won rights.

CPSA Labour'Par_ty ballot

THE largest civil service
anion will ballot early in
1988 on Labour Party
affiliation. The move
follows a CPSA
conference decision in
May and a ballot vote
to establish a political
fund earlier in the year.

The Treasury has
intimated that it would
refuse to deduct the
political levy at source if
the anion voted in

: favdur of Labour Party

affiliation. Even though
check-off operates for
union dues, the
Treasury has yet to
agree to deduct the non-
party levy.

The main TUC-
affiliated teachers union
in Scotland, the EIS,
has decided to ballot
over establishing a
political fund. .

Part-timers up, accidents up

RECENT government
reports have confirmed
a substantial rise in the
number of part-time
workers.”

Qver a fifth of all
workers in the UK are
now part-time, of whom
83.2 per cent are women
according to the
Department of
Employment.

In a report to the
TUC, NUPE — 40 per
cent of whose 650,000
members are part-time
— has outlined a
10-point charter. It

includes the demand for

a statutory minimum

wage and says that part-.

timers should be entitled
to state benefits. C

Another government
department, the Health
and Safety Commission
reports a substantial rise
in the number of =~

‘industrial accidents.

There were 329 fatalities
and 12,068 ‘major’

‘injuries for the year

1985. The figures

- exclude agriculture,

forestry and fishing,
and mining and
quarrying.

They are respectively
13.4 per cent and 17.9
per cent higher than the
previous year.

Senior Colman workers

strong

MANAGEMENT at the’

engineering firm of
Senior Colman in Sale,
near Manchester, have
contacted AEU-
sponsored MPs
concerning the long-
running dispute. Their
soundings are being
interpreted as a sign of
the strikers’ strength.
For eight-and-a-half
months, the strikers
have maintained a
round-the-clock picket.
They have sent
delegations to visit
unions and workplaces
and explain their case.
They came out on
strike when four of their

number were summarily |

dismissed for refusing a
management diktat in

line with union policy.

- Since then all the

strikers have been
sacked.

Their determined
struggle over union
rights has been
supported by a number
of Manchester factories
through £1 per week
levies and regular
collections. Unions at
Massey Ferguson,
Thorn-EMI,
Tighlman’s,
Budenburg’s and
Flexibox have been
especially supportive as
have the Durham
miners.
® Donations etc to Senior
Colman Strike Committee,
AEU House, 43 The
Crescent, Salford M5 4PE

Action for £

SUBSCRIBE

q
. 24 1ssues £10 (48 issues only)

1 enclose cheque/PO payabie to Soclalist

RATES

Infand Overseas

Europe £24
Alrmall £34

(Double these rates
for multi-reader
Instltutlo‘ns)

'Send to: Socialist Action Subs, PO Box 50, London N1 2XP.

Miners to go into

THE NATIONAL executive of the NUM decided

on an overtime ban at its pre-TUC meeting in.

Blackpool, 6 September. By 28 votes to four, the ex-

ecutive decided to take action from 21 September if

the coal board refuses to move from its hard line
stance. The entire labour movement must now rally
to the NUM’s support, writes JON SILBERMAN.

THE executive decision
follows the 77.5 per cent
majority in the recent na-
tional ballot. Everyareain
the union voted in favour
of action.

Opposition to the code
has forged a new unity in
the union. Many areas
have already been affected
by its provisions.

More than 3500 Welsh
miners who were sent writ-
ten warnings following a
dispute over concessionary
coal in July now have to
treat of instant dismissal
hanging over them.

An NUM member in
Notts involved in a fracas
in a miners welfare club
was forced to pay a £150

fine; the alternative would
have been the sack.

A branch official in
Durham was disciplined
for handing out leaflets
against flexible working.

Disciplinary action
against the NUM at
Frickley colliery in South
Yorks led in July to
thousands of miners tak-
ing strike action.

So strong was the feel-
ing against the code in the
Yorkshir¢ coalfield that
the union’s area council
voted not only to push for
national action at the na-
tional executive but that it
would take action at area
level regardless of the deci-
sion at national level.

Notts miners gala —
united against the code

MINERS AND their supporters from all over Britain
rallied in Mansfield last Saturday, 5 September, at the
Notts miners gala. This was the second gala held by the
NUM following the establishment of the scab
breakaway UDM, and everyone agreed that it was bet-

reports.

THERE was a deep air of
expectation -as the con-

“tingents  that had come
-from almost every coal field

in the country wound their
way through the town. Peo-
ple linedthe march and ap-
plauded as banner after
‘banner from - individual
pits, NUM areas, Women

Against Pit Closures and

other labour movement
banners passed by.

The day after the gala, :
the NUM ‘executive would .

be voting on what action to

take in the light of the over--

whelming three-to-one
ballot result in favour of in-
dustrial action against
British Coal’s new
disciplinary code:

" The union’s’ national
vice-president and
Yorkshire area secretary,
Sammy Thompson, was on
the platform of the end-of-
march rally to explain the
issues as he and his area saw
it.

Thompson started off
his speech by addressing the

issue of victimised miners. |

He reminded the packed
marquee of the victimisa-
tion of Derek Robinson and

connected the victimisation

of miners to the failure of
the movement to back
Robinson up.

Sammy Thompson said
that the proposed new
disciplinary code was part
of the same package of coal
board and government
measures — all designed to
llzlreak the back of the

UM.

‘The Yorkshire Area’ he
said ‘has put a resolution to
the national executive that
we thank the British miners
in the way they’ve balloted
over the disciplinary action,
and that now we go out on
some sort of action — and
I’m saying it’s going to be
an overtime ban — and in
that action we want .the
reinstatement of victimised
Notts officials  Mick

McGinty, Paul Whetton,

| and Ted Scott from Still-

| ter than last year’s excellent start. JON SILBERMAN

ingfleet in Yorkshire’.
Loud applause greeted

- Sammy Thompson’s action

proposals.

Sammy  Thompson
went on to explain what he
called the ‘pure victimisa-
tion” of Ted Scott, sacked
for carrying out normal
trade union duties. The coal
board have not even stated
what he’'d been sacked for,
despite repeated NUM re-
quests for a clear-cut ex-
planation. But they have in-
sisted that Ted Scott will
never work in the Selby
coalfield again, no matter
what even an industrial
tribunal decided.

‘That is the meaning of .

the new disciplinary pro-
cedure’ he said and warned
the miners present that
under the new code they
could be sacked for
something they did at the
gala if the board didn’t like
it.

Sammy Thompson said ‘
that the ballot result had -

shown the unity of the
British miners throughout
the coalfield.

‘There’s only one way to V
deal with this employer — -

or any employer in this
country’ Thompson went
on to rousing applause ‘and
that’s to fight back and not
to cow down’.

That’s why, despite
threats of court action, the
Yorkshire Area had decided
that they would be taking
action whatever the deci-
sion of the national ex-
ecutive, he said.

Sammy Thompson said
that the immediate goal of
the disciplinary code was to
get miners ready for flexible
working and privatisation
of the industry. ‘Flexible
working’ such as that pro-
posed a Margam wasn’t a
local issue, Thompson said.

‘Whether it’s nine-hour
days or six-day weeks, it af-
fects every man and woman
in this industry. It’s a na-
tional issu¢ Thompson

Some members of the
national executive argued’
for postponing the deci-
sion on action until after
further talks with the
board.

One of them, Eric
Clarke from Scotland,
said on BBC radio during
the lunchtime recess in the
executive meeting that he
felt that the board had
made concessions which
suggested that further
talks could avoid the need
for action.

But as Arthur Scargifl
explained, British Coal’s
‘concessions’ were largely
cosmetic. They had failed
to move on any of the six |
principled objections of
the union.

Scargill said that what
the union was after wasn’t
an overtime ban but with-
drawal of the code.

The code would replace
a disciplinary procedure
which has operated in the
industry for 40 years. The

said, ‘and should be

negotiated about national-

ly’. This was the policy of

the Yorkshire Area in.
response to proposed six-

day working as Thorne in

the Selby coalfield, he went

on, predicting massive op-

position to the proposal.

Thompson paid tribute
to Women Against Pit
Closures, especially to the
work they’d done over the

victimised miners. .

He ended by explaining
another issue facing the.
NUM executive — whether
or not to sit down and
negotiate alongside UDM
officials. To shouts of
‘never’ Thompson ex- -
pressed his opposition to
dealing with ‘UDM’ scabs
like Link and Prendergast,
and said that he thought
the decision should be in
the hands of the member-
ship in a ballot.

The issue of the
disciplinary code was taken
up in another well-received
speech — by Tony Benn.
Benn said that the code
sums up ‘in a strange way
what the whole Thatcher
era is about.

‘It’s not only about
jobs, not only about wages
and conditions — it is
about whether she is going
to be able, and whether we
are going to allow her to be
able, to throw conditions in
this country back to what
they were in the Victorian
era.

Tony Benn went on to
explain what he said was the
‘way ahead’. He said ‘we’ve
got to link this camaign
with every other campaign’.

Referring to the banners
that adorned the walls of
the marquee, Benn said that
they showed the issues in-
volved: ‘Irish freedom’,
Nicaragua, Bangla Desh,
South Africa, and went on
to refer to ‘the struggle of
the printers, even the air
traffic controllers in Spain’.

Tony Benn’s appeal that
‘we’ve got to learn to link
arms together’ as being at
the centre of ‘building up
the trade union, labour and
socialist movement all over
again’ was a key theme of
the gala.

board’s claim that the
establishment of the UDM
makes the current. pro-
cedure out of date is true
,only because the scab out-
fit has declared its support
for the new code.

The other reason the
UDM is relevant is because
management want the
right to 'pick union
representatives. British
Coal has .objected to
miners being represented
by victimised colleagues,

especially in  collieries
where the UDM has
strength.

The real reason for the
new code is to prepare the
way for imposing ‘flexible
working’. The current
disciplinary procedure was
established at just the

same time as the miners

won the guaranteed five-
day week, which is now
under threat by Margam
and other proposed ‘flex-
ible’ sites.

And the newly forged
unity of the union against

Striking Sarmcol workers — who have been in struggle against BTRin- "

the disciplinary code will
be a powerful weapon
against flexibility itself.
The board, the govern-
ment and their media
friends know how impor-
tant this struggle will be.
Already they have taken
steps to try to divide
miners wives — who were
such a powerful ally dur-

ing the strike — from the -

union. They have sought
to . encourage divisions
within the union, and they -

“have aimed at isolating the

NUM from the labour
movement. _

The entire labour
movement must respond
in kind. Old links forged
during the strike should be
renewed. Leaders should
be pressed to declare their
support for the NUM.
Miners should be invited
onto platforms and to
labour movement bodies
to explain their case.

The message should go
out loud and clear — the
miners must win.

South Africa for two-and-a-half years were on the demonstration to

. express their support for Notts NUM. International solidarity was a,lc'gy
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theme. Godlfrey Mokate of SACTU, Panduleni Itula of SWAPO, and
FSLN member Raquel Dixon, from Nicaragua’s Atlantic coast spoke at”
therally. (Photo: Graeme Cookson).

- South Kirkby miners honour the Frickley strikers’ picket during the dispute in July.

® Theri

individual concerned

days

independent bindin.
appeals

new code

officials

Area
" North Derbyshire . . 76.2
Durham..........76.2
Kent......... .... 853
NorthWest .......73.9
Leicester. ... .. ... .72.8
Midlands ......... 66.1

Northumberland. . . 78.9

The code — what
the NUM wants

I ght to union representation wi
choice of the official in the hands of t:;th the

@ Disciplinary procedures ‘as sim i
D ple, effect
and speedy as possible’ to be completed withlivne 14

@ Maintenance of the ‘umpire system’ —
g arbitration in disciplinary

® A joint working party to iron
J ) out problems
® Reinstatement of those victimisedl:mder the

® Special disciplinary procedure for union

... and how they *:
‘voted for action

% in favour North Wales. . ;. .. .83.5

Nottinghamshire . .. 92,7
S:cotland.......,..87.4
South Derbyshire . . 86.2

South Wales. . .....87.2
Yorkshire..u......798
Grgup_ Two (Scottish
Craftsmen). . ....84.0
COSA........ ....52.3
Power. ... . .... ... 08.7 ¢

Media attempt to turn wives
against NUM

SOMEBODY passed me an article from the Daily
Express last week. Already they’re at it, trying to get

miners’ wives organised against the union.

They’ve had a letter, it seems — no names given
— from five angry miners’ wives who don’t want the
union to take any action about the disciplinary code.

If their husbands join in
it, they’re going to leave
them or they’re going to
create an awful lot of ten-

‘'sion about it, because this

disciplinary code is
necessary.
The Daily Express

wants to ‘come to the
rescue’ of any miners’ wives
who feel like they do. And
it’s offering all of you, all
you miners’ wives here to-
day and your supporters,
help if you want to carry on
a fight against this struggle
and a possible overtime
ban.

By Betty Heathfield

It says ‘the Daily Ex-
press is asking any worried
and frightened miners’
wives who fear that the cur-
rent dispute could escalate
into another bitter pit strike’

‘to write into them. The let-

ters will be dealt with ‘in the
strictest confidence and no
information would be used
in any story that would an.
danger the wives of thos:
pitmen’.

i want © sav (o ali the
women here today. and !
want to say to all the men:
do noi underestimate the
strength of women in
struggle.

m asking all you
women to put your names
down and we'll send a peti-
tion to the Daily Express
with the names of  those
hundreds of women who
are ready now to stand and
fight alongside the miners
in whatever action they
should decide to take
against that vicious code.

. Aswomen in the action
groups and the Women
Against Pit Closures move-
ment, we know the dif-
ficulties of women organis-
ing. We know the struggle
you have to make to join the
struggle. But if we are going

to get anywhere, we have
got to take a much more ac-
tive part in that struggle.

We did so during the
strike. Many of us saw that
struggle as just one stepping
stone outwards to a lot of
other struggles. And that
‘lot of other struggles’ has a
name: it’s called the class
struggle.

Don’t anybody tell me
the class struggle’s irrelevant
or that it’s disappeared . . .

The only answer to peo-
ple like Mrs Thatcher, and
to people like the coal
board, 1s to get back into
that struggle with every
ounce of energy that you
can muster . ..

Qur slogan during the
strike is still relevant — we
still have to struggle. That’s
why it was so pleasing to see
so many women at Ren-
nyshaw last week when
there was a meeting in sup-
port of their community
campaign to keep their pif
apern.

Vhe struggle 1sn™ just
HArrOWly o our o strugghe
fapy ©F s Guning o
SIFKe touna out th ’
wmrernatona:

were very msirumental in
finking our struggle with

women’s movements all
over the world.

We have kept those links
up. Since the strike ended,
members and. delegates
from Women Against Pit
Closures have been to many
countries, invited on the

strength of what they did

-during that strike.

Our women were in
Chile last year when the
Chilean women’s
demonstration on interna-
tional women’s day was
teargassed. Women have
been to Russia, to America;
we have links with women
in Germany.

I had a photograph sent
me last week — from one of

Beity Heathrieid reads from the Dai

gxpress article on miners

wives. Her reply: ‘Don’t underestimaie the power of women in

stryggle’.
ihe German metalworkers
who sent a lot of money to
our strike — of miners’
wives and steelworkers’
wives standing outside the
gates of a factory that is due
to lose 20,000 jobs. And he
said ‘our women are now
organising in the same way
as Women Against Pit
Closures organised’.

There’'s no excuse for
saying that nothing can be
done. tha:t thev're 100
powerful. berause Thawcher
got back 1.

When I think abous oz
women in South A=

and the women's
movements in Nicaragua
and El Salvador, and

Namibia, and how they
have to withstand much
more that we had to in our
strike; and when they write
to us and say that our strike
was an inspiration to them,
1 think we should be much
more outward-looking,
much more international,
and sav ‘let us not only
make the {inks in our own

v with womern and

TLAITL TIOMITTET

But we should also kee
those links in every countr
in the world. Because that
our strength. Thev are mor
of aninspiration to us tha
ever they will know.

So I’d like to ask all th
women here today to join :
the fight. The overtime ba
does have to be put into a:
tion ...

I hope you’re going :
come into action again, an
I hope that all the men a-
going tobe helpful to all ¢
women who want to join
this struggle in defence ¢
anything that their unio
stands for. Heipful in th
sense that you can under:
tand that we can have a

equal part ip this clas
struggic. we can have
equal part and an equai
-terest 1n any of the strugg::
that save trade unions, th:
Pring more power 10 wors
mg class people. that will.
hope, bring this  To-
government to an end a-
put in power a real social:
governuient.,

F'here are many 2-
gomg of? in the next :
weeks, and 1 hope -
many ol you at the:s
Chesteriieid thers’s go
be g socialist coniferen 2
tc how all peopis

Heileve 15 8 so

b

S &
Snefiteld on Iv
cainst apart
NODE MAny o1 v
port that.

Once you Kiow o
ciass you belong tc.
Know every time whicn,
to be on and what is 12 s
forward.

I wishthe NUM anc =
men and women ir No
tinghamshire a total suc
in their struggle. As .o:
they understand it

ing class
evervhwere ther ’
can beanopiizms
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LISM

The third annual Alliance for Socialism weekend of debate,
discussion and agitation sponsored by Socialist Action

Linda Bellos

Peter Heathfield

7-8 November

SPEAKERS INCLUDE

Tony Benn

Marc Wadsworth

Bernie Crant

Ann Pettifor

The weekend
includes workshops
on : left unity, the
crisis in the Alliance
parties, racism,
women, trade unions,
foreign policy, South
Africa, Ireland and
many mozre ...




