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THATCHER HAS chosen
the Government. Com-
munications Headquarters at
Cheltenham as an easy op-
tion in the Tories’ union
busting exercise. Playing on
the spy scare and national
security the government is
determined to make this the
first step” towards banning
union organisation in ‘sen-
sitive areas’ and towards get-
ting a ‘no strike’ pledge from
the public sector unions.
The TUC and the union
leaders could not have been
more helpful to the Tories.
On the very day — 27
January — that thousands of
civil servants came out in
spontaneous protest against

CTION

STOP
TORY
UNIONI
BUSTERS!

the Cheltenham ban, Joe
Wade was carrying out the
TUC line in the High Courts
by grovelling before Mr
Justice Eastham and calling
off militant action against
Eddie Shah.

Meanwhile Alastair
Graham was meekly offering
the government a ‘no strike’
pledge which most of his
members will read as a clear
sign that the union can’t de-
fend them therefore making
the £1000 seem an attractive
offer.  Protestations of
patriotism, claims of respon-
sibility and offers to give up
the mMight to strike will not
budge the Tories one inch.

Because the union leaders

are running away before the
battle has even begun this will
only increase Thatcher’s con-
tempt for them. The only
thing that will make the
government back off is ac-
tion, and the basis for such
action does exist on a wide
scale. The protest strikes of
their sisters and brothers in
the civil service unions shows
what can be done. But sup-
port for the right to belong to
a union goes far beyond that.

Hundreds of thousands
of other trade unionists are
opposed to the government
on this and so are many,
many thousands of people
who would not describe
themselves as militants but

Civil servants meeting outside their offices in solidarity

- with their Cheltenham colleagues

do believe in fundamental
civil liberties.

If the TUC was to base

itself on this groundswell it
could defend its members at
Cheltenham and it could stop
Thatcher’s trial run in union
busting. If it fails to do that
then it will open the gates for
even more attacks on the
right of people to be in a
trade union. It will thus
hasten its own decline in in-
fluence and accentuate its
present decline in member-
ship. The unions must:

® Break off all talks with the
government

® Organise strike action to
defend the right to be in a
union.

THE CHESTERFIELD by-election could play a decisive role
in stopping the Tories and giving new hope to our people. For
if Labour can get its message across clearly and with passion
and committment we could turn the tide against monetarism
and militarism.

Chesterfield has a
fine radical, trade
union and socialist
tradition going back
over many years in a
town that saw the very
earliest examples of in-
dustrialisation. The
battles that have been
fought there have
helped to win many of
the rights that we came
to enjoy.

By Tony Benn

Now that jobs in
Chesterfield are being
destroyed, along with
essential services, and
trade unionism is
under attack alongside
local democracy and
our civil liberties, we
have to re-awaken that
tradition and help peo-
ple to understand their
strength.

It is well known
that experience is the
greatest teacher of
socialism, and we must
start by encouraging
everyone to look at the
experiences of today
and - ask themselves
why this great tragedy
is overtaking us. This
by-election offers us a
real chance to listen to
the people and help
them to understand
why, in earlier years
their parents and
grandparents turned to
socialism to solve these
problems.

I hope that all those
who want to help us get
our message across will
be practical and down-
to-earth and full of
common sense in argu-
ing the socialist case,
because if we do that
we shall win the argu-
ment as well as the elec-
tion and move social-
ism right back to the
top of the agenda of
British politics.
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Reagan’s re-election
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In the unions —
hold the line

LAST WEEK saw three different, but close-
ly related, events in the labour movement.
Len Murray produced ‘Strategy For The
Future’ — the right wing’s policy document
which aims to replace nasty — and expen-
sive — strikes with ‘workable compromises’
with the Tory government.

Joe Wade of the NGA was forced to grovel
before Mr Justice Eastham, to get back the se-
questered NGA funds. And Peter Heathfield, the
left candidate, scraped home as NUM General
Secretary with a margin of 2.4 per cent.

Heathfield's nearest opponent, John Walsh,
who had campaigned on an anti-left ticket, col-
lected 70,571 votes. To all but the blind, it is
clear that the right is on the march in the unions.
It has been making ground since Thatcher's elec-
tion victory in 1979. And its pace of develop-
ment has been speeded up since the second
Tory victory.

The right swept back at the 1983 TUC Con-
gress, and advanced in the Labour Party with
the ‘dream ticket’ Kinnock/ Hattersley victory. It
is now moving to consolidate its gains.

The development of the LCC in the Labour
Party, linking with the right to crush the left,
shows the unions what to expect. It is true that
the NUM elections have resulted in a ‘left wing
leadership’ of Scargill, MacGahey and
Heathfield. But the closeness of the vote shows
that the left is losing ground at the base.

In the TGWU the upcoming election to
replace Moss Evans will see a very strong
challenge from the right. If the TGWU were to
fall to the right it would be a massive set-back for
the left, putting for example the issue of
unilateralism — of which the TGWU has been the
main defender — up for grabs. In the TGWU the
right has been organising and making ground in
the regions.

The signals are clear for the left. They spell
out — ‘Hold The Line'. For that the left needs to
organise as effectively as the right has done.
This means organising the minority of trade
union and LP members who are prepared to
fight the rightwards drift. Unless this is done all
the political and organisational gains made over
the last few years will be wiped out.

Editor: ALAN FREEMAN

Published weekly except two weeks in August and the
last week of December.

Signed articles by contributors do not necessarily repre-
sent Socialist Action’s views. These are expressed in
editorials.

" leadership and

declaration

‘America

first’

RONALD REAGAN’S decision to run for a second
term as US President is no surprise. But its
significance should not be underestimated. JOHN
ROSS looks at the background to Ronald Reagan’s

presidency.

After 1980 Ronald Reagan consolidated a new
course for United States capitalism nationally
and internationally. It is not that Reagan is more
reactionary than the preceeding post-war US
presidents such as Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson
or Carter. But he is authentically different.

Prior to Reagan, all US
presidents since World
War I1, with the partial ex-
ception of Nixon, had
followed the essential lines
of policy layed down by
Franklin Roosevelt in the
1930s and consolidated by
Harry Turman at the
begining of the cold War
in the 1940s.

This US policy had two
essential aspects. Interna-
tionally the United States
sought to harmonise its in-
terests to some degree with
those of its imperialist
rivals in Western Europe
and Japan. This was sum-
med up in the military
alliance of NATO, the
economic aid given in the
Marshall Plan of the late
1940s, the creation of the
International Monetary
Fund, the ‘Atlantic
Alliance’ etc.

At home an alliance
was created  between
capital and the trade union
leadership of the AFL-
CIO — the United States
equivalent of the TUC. A
‘coalition’ of capital,
labour and blacks made up
the Democratic Party.
This alliance reached its
most developed expression
under the presidency of
Kennedy and the civil
rights and welfare pro-
grammes of Johnson’s
‘Great Society’ of the mid-
1960s.

The supremacy of the
Democratic Party built by

these means was over-
whelming. - From
Roosevelt’s election in
1932 until Nixon’s election
in 1972 the Democrats
held the presidency for 32
out of 40 years. The only
Republican president in
this period was
Eisenhower from 1952 to
1960 who more or less con-
tinued the policies
chartered by Truman.

Dollar

Reagan’s  presidency
was an attempt to put
together a quite different
coalition of forces. United
States success in foreign
policy, on which its inter-
nal stability had been bas-
ed, suffered a devastating
defeat in the Vietnam war.
The pressure on the US
economy, worsened by the
rise of its West European
and "Japanese economic
rivals, made it incapable of
ensuring continuously ris-
ing living standards and
social peace.

The spectacular social
explosions in the United
States in the late 1960s,
like the upheavels against
the Vietnam war, the black
riots and the extreme un-
popularity of Johnson,
represented the disintegra-
tion of the old coalition
put tegether by the
Democrats.

Reaganism preceeded
in certain aspects by Nix-

on, is an attempt to put
together a policy which
may accurately be termed
‘America first’. United
States economic interests
are put decisively ahead of
its rivals — hence the huge
Federal Budget defecits,
the high interest rates, and
the remorseless rise of the
dollar. The American
trade unions will be brutal-
ly assaulted to revive the
US capitalist economy
itself.

Blacks, women,
Latino-Americans will not
be placated by the ruling
class but put down. US
military power abroad will
be used independently of,

‘United left wing
leadershipin NUM’

DAI DAVIES, chairperson of Penrhiwceiber Lodge
and member of the South Wales NUM Executive
spoke in a personal capacity to BARRY WILKINS

about the results of the general secretary ballot.

The election of Peter
Heathfield as the new
general secretary of the
NUM will give a lot of en-
couragement to the rank
and file and to Arthur
Scargill. Scargill has- not
had the support from
Lawrence Daly but now
we have a united left wing
there’s
tremendous  enthusiasm
about that in South Wales
I can tell you.

The vote was close — a
lot closer than I thought it
would be. But I don’t
believe it was a judgement
on the overtime ban. In
South Wales the overtime
ban is totally solid and

| . there’s very little call for

ballot. Even in areas like
the Midlands, which is
very mild don’t forget,
there has been very mili-
tant support for the over-
time ban.

The continual media
campaign against the
NUM, and the attempted
character assassination of
Arthur, has had some ef-
fects of course. The media
keep up a continual bar-
rage. Look at the way they
presented the election
result — you’d almost
think Heathfield had lost!
But the election of That-
cher’s government last
year with just over 40 per
cent of the vote was
presented as a landslide.

Solid

The fact is that after
three months the overtime
ban is still solid, despite in-
tense media propaganda.
And it’s having a big effect
on the Coal Board.

I don’t think the right
wing is gaining ground in

the NUM. But to get our
case across and answer the
media distortions, there is
real need for continual
agitation amongst the rank
and file by the lodge and
area leaderships. We’ve
got to keep our nerve on
the overtime ban and that
way we can maintain sup-
port of the membership.

Shift

Of course we’re wor-
ried about the shift to the
right of the TUC. What
the TUC and Len Murray
did to the NGA was
unbelievable. But I don’t
think the TUC could sell
out the NUM like that. We
have tremendous good will
in the working class, and I
believe we could mobilise
enough support to prevent
the TUC from sabotaging
our actions. That kind of
pressure and working class
solidarity is going to be an
essential part of changing
the TUC.

"USA more and more under Reagan acting as a world ‘cop’

and if necessary without
consultation with, US
rivals.

Internally the old
Democrat consensus is be-
ing dropped by US capital,
and is under huge internal
strain. It is logical that the
year of Reagan’s challenge
for a second term is also
the first year of a black
campaign for the
Democratic  presidential
nomination and the first
time the AFL-CIO has en-
dorsed a Democratic can-
didate even before the
primary elections start.
These efforts however

. have no chance of putting

back together again the

old Democratic consensus.
The real interest in the
1984 election in the United
States will not be if Reagan
wins. Nor is it the last gasp
attempts of the Democrats

to put back together
Roosevelt’s old alliance.

The significance of
1984 will be how far those
fighting against Reagan’s
policies outside the United
States can create a crisis in
US politics itself. And also
will be about how far the
left and socialists in the US
are capable of beginning
to put together black and
labour parties independent
of both the Republicans
and the Democrats.

Adbverti

The World
Economic Crisis

Weekend conference on the world
capitalist economy today.

with
Ernest Mandel

3/4 March, Caxton House, St John’s Way,
London N.19
Admission £2 a day, £3 for the whole
weekend.
Tickets only from International, 328 Upper
St, London N.1.
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OFFICIALLY, Solidarity is dead. It no longer exists

either in law or

in fact.

Repeatedly official

spokespersons of the government claim that they
have not the slightest worry about continued
Solidarity underground activity.

They claim success for the amnesty offered to
those in hiding. According to official figures releas-

.ed on 4 January, 1,120 people came out of hiding,

including 411 who gave themselves up between 1
November and 31 December when the amnesty ex-

pired.

Press spokesperson
Urban claimed that those
remaining underground

numbered less than 100
and were now ‘generals
without an army’.

At the beginning of
this year, the leaders of 13
new, officially inspired
trade unions met to
establish a unified national
council. On 6 January, the
Communist Party an-
nounced that its strength
and activity had been
largely restored. It claims
2.2 million members who
are now said to be more ac-
tive, especially among the
workers.

During the last three
months of 1983 there were
elections of local party of-
ficials and about one third
of these officials are said
to have lost their posts.

Daily

The authorities declare
themselves well satisfied
with relations between
Church and state. The
Polish Primate, Cardinal
Glemp had a five hour
meeting with  General
Jaruzelski on § January.

The Warsaw daily
Zycie Warszawy insisted
that the meeting gave the
lie to all suggestions that
tensions existed between
the two bodies and there
are now plans to establish
full diplomatic relations
between Poland and the
Vatican for the first time
since the war.

This official picture of
normalisation is not en-
tirely a bluff. Opposition
sources acknowledge that
the government has been
able to restore its effective
authority.

An opposition assess-
ment of the political situa-
tion published in
December by the Paris-
based Solidarity Informa-
tion bulletin said: ‘Once a
minority has successfully
breached the allegedly im-
penetrable defences of the
regime — as happended in
August 1980 — an im-
mense human stream
flows into the gap, tearing
down the bdnks even fur-
ther; once, however, the
defences are repaired, the
river resumes its lazy and
apathetic course, and the
waters go where the
engineers want them to go.
Just as before August
1980.°

The writer points to
last year’s May Day
celebrations which ‘were
in fact attended by several
million people’, not only
officials but also ‘quite a
number of ordinary people
who normally grumble to
their hearts’ content,
criticise and ridicule the
authorities’.

The Solidarity
underground leaders are
nevertheless much more
confident about their posi-
tion than at earlier
moments in the two years
since the crackdown on
Solidarity began.

Claims
Indeed, the
underground’s main

leaders, Zbigniew Bujak,
made the following claim
in an interview for the
underground journal
Tygodnik Mazowsze
published on the 24
November: ‘At present,
we exert a greater in-
fluence on our country’s
political life — as well as
on other matters — than
we did towards the end of
our open and legal ex-
istence.

‘In the three months
before 13 December 1981
(when Martial Law was
imposed) the authorities
were only pretending to
negotiate with Solidarity.
In fact, they were already
by-passing the Union mak-
ing all their decisions apart
from it, and preparing for
the introduction of martial
law,

People

‘Now, the situation has
been reversed. The
authorities pretend that
the Union doesn’t exist,
while in reality having to
take it into account before
taking any important step.

‘By lifting martial law
and by acknowledging the
situation as ‘‘normalised”’
while the underground ex-
ists, the authorities have
signalled their reconcilia-
tion to the fact of our ex-
istence.’

Conflict

Bujak’s assessment is

. based on the continuing

numbers and organisation
of the resistance. In addi-
tion to the hundred or so
people in hiding — who in-
clude the main leaders of
the movement — there are
some thousands of- per-
manently active union
members (some say tens of
thousands of them).

Beyond these, a much
wider layer of people con-
tinue to pay dues to Solid-
arity or take its newspapers
regularly. Bujak claims
that these number a
million or more. Qthers
put the figure in hundreds
of thousands. These sup-
porters are especially con-
centrated in the main in-
dustrial centres and large
enterprises.

Just as important has
been the change of
perspective amongst the
activists. They no longer
expect a showdown with
the state right now. They
tend to compare their
strength with what hap-
pened before Solidarity,
and feel much stronger in
that time scale. They have to
concentrate less on general
propaganda against the
regime and deal more with
bread and butter issues.

This has strengthened
the movement’s unity by
concentrating on  less
divisive issues than general
questions of ideology and
programme. The sinews of
leadership from the TKK
— the national committee
— downwards have been
strengthened.

Unity

The government is try-
ing to convince . the
workers that they can use
new official institutions
for their own practical
purposes. It is allowing the
new unions to voice
criticisms, uses wide con-
sultation on price increas-
es and lets the new pol-
itical front organisation
PRON make demands tor
changes in policy.

The authorities are
hoping that such flexibili-
ty, along with its co-

.Lenin shipyard workers were the backbone of Solidarnosc in the early days

operation with the Church
hierarchy will eventually
make workers apathetic
towards the underground.

Issues

The Solidarity under-
ground is raising demands
for the release of seven
jailed Solidarity leaders
and four KOR leaders
(KOR stands for the
Workers’ Defence Com-
mittee that championed
the cause of independent
trade unions in the late
1970s). It is calling for a
price freeze, cost of living
allowances and united
trade union action in
defence ‘of living stan-
dards. It is also planning
to campaign against the
projected parliamentary
elections if these do not
give people a real choice.

The government’s
handling of these issues
gives some support to Bu-

‘jak’s assessment of the

situation. It has not
brought the Solidarity
‘Seven and KOR Four to
trial and seems keen to
avoid doing so. It has
moved with great caution
over prices and seems to be
still debating how to han-
dle election arrangements.

In short, uprooting the
traditions of independent
trade unionism is proving
to be a long and difficult
battle.

Solidarity resistance

By Oliver MacDonald (editor of Labour Focus on

Eastern Europe)

Zbigniew Bujak worked ir
Ursus tractory factory ané
is now an underground
leader of Solidarnosc

Jacek Kuron, founder of
KOR — ‘Workers’ Defence
Committee

\30,000 demonstrate to defend
metropolitan councils

ALTHOUGH you may not have
seen it in the press or on the TV,
London had its biggest-ever week-
day demonstration last Tuesday.
30,000 people marched from Hyde
Park to a rally at the Festival Hall,
attended by a packed audience of
10,000.

More than 300,000 children did not
attend school as 21,000 education
workers took strike action, and many
council offices were closed.

Ken Livingstone poined out to the
rally that the proposed £700m saving
from axing the GLC would not buy a

'

single Trident missile.

Despite the impressive demonstration
and the strike action in education and
councils, a major weakness was the deci-
sion by transport unions to keep London
Transport working. This decision
reflects the lack of unity and co-
ordination in the campaign to defend the
GLC itself.

It also reflected the fact that the bulk
of the campaigners have so far staked the
campaign on protest action rather than a
campaign of industrial action and non-
cooperation with the Bill to abolish the
metropolitan councils. The TUC is
organising a day of action at the end of
February.




News.

party’s great strengths.

THE WITCH HUNT
took a step forward
recently when the right ex-
pelled six Militant sup-
“porters from Blackburn
Labour Party, with a now-
familiar  disregard for
matural justice.

The historic connection between
the British Labour Party and the
e union movement is one of the

By Chris Jones

Blackburn 6: NEC
investigates

remove the six when they
tried to present their case
to the December executive
committee.

. Now they have appeal-
ed. They await a regional
investigation which will
report to the National Ex-
ecutive Committee. If this
fails, they will appeal for
reinstatement at 1984 an-

NOT SURPRISINGLY,
this year’s London Labour
Party conference is
dominated by defence of
the GLC. Twenty-four
resolutions are devoted to
calls for campaigns in sup-
port of the GLC, the Inn-
ter London - Education
Authority and London
Transport.

These are vital issues -

for London Labour. The
abolition of the GLC, and
the other attacks on local
democracy, are aimed at
severely weakening the
Labour Party. Conference
should commit itself to
joining with the unions for
an all-London campaign
for industrial and political
action to defeat these pro-
posals.

By Carol Turner,
Vauxhall Labour Party

The campaigning
theme doesn’t stop with
the GLC. Labour’s elec-
tion defeat and the Tory
offensive against welfare
benefits has certainly af-
fected the whole London
region agenda. A whole
section, 12 resolutions, is

devoted to the theme of

changing Labour into a
campaigning party.

Defend Labour Party

affiliations

WATCH OUT!

There’s an

innocuous-looking

document circulating inside the party from the
Naitonal Executive Committee. It’s implications are
anything but innocuous. It could lead to disaffilia-
tion of the socialist societies and the Co-op from the

party.
The NEC sent out the
document, entitled ‘Af-

filiation of small single
purpose organisations’, to
constituencies and af-
filiates in December. Com-
ments must be in by 1 Mar-

‘ch. So constituencies don’t

have much time to res-
pond.

The report catalogues
the history of party affilia-
tion: from the early days
of the federation seeking
parliamentary representa-
tion, through the 1918
constitution establishing
individual membership, to
the 1937 decsion -to allow
socialist societies and the
Co-op to affiliate.

It explains the
anomalous situation of
some organisations being.
affiliated (like the Fabians

London Labour Party:
Defend the GL

The same call is echoed
on poverty (five resolu-
tions), women (13 resolu-
tions), and the health ser-
vice (15 resolutions). The
message from London’s
rank and file is clear as a
bell: Labour must raise its
standard to regain the sup-
port of working people.

The inspiration of
Labour women is evident
in resolutions calling for
positive action to break
Labour’s institutionalised
racism by recognising
black members’ right to
set up their own caucuses.

And discussion on
women takes a -suitably
sharp tone, demanding we
are properly represented at
regional level, and that the
executive implement this
decision from last year’s
conference.

This time round, it’s
particularly heartening to
see the campaign for
women’s rights no longer
restricted to internal party
questions, important as
they may be. Two resolu-
tions — from City of Lon-
don and Westminster
South, and Tooting — call
for a London Labour Par-
ty campaign on women’s
employment.

and Paole Zion), while
others have been refused
(like the Labour Middle

East Council and the
Christian Socialist
Movement).

Three options are laid
out for consideration: no
change, disaffiliate all
organisation except - the

unions, or extend the
affiliation category.
Socialists in the party

should argue strongly for
the third and against the
second option.

It is an inappropriate
time to raise the spectre of
disaffiliation. The Tories

" are doing their level best to

force the trade unions to
sever their links with
Labour in an attempt to
depoliticise the unions and

Predictably, the fly 1
the ointment comes from
the Labour Party Young
Socialists, who reject
positive discrimination in
the interest of an abstract
call to ‘class unity’. For-
tunately, they’re flogging
a long-dead horse. The
class consciousness of
Labour Party women, bas-
ed on our many ex-

Davy Jones, Islington North and
Finsbury Park Labour Party

weaken the Labour Party.

Fighting this will be an
uphill battle. The last
thing the party needs is a
plan for further erosion of
the unifying character of
the British Labour Party
— unique for ~bringing
together the different
wings of the labour move-
ment. This tradition is well
worth defending against
those who would have us
follow the model of other
European social ~demo-
cratic parties.

We must take this op-
portunity to argue in
favour of expanding af-
filiation. The only condi-
tions should be agreement
with the aims and objects
of the party and that af-
filiates don’t stand can-
didates against Labour.

A much more useful
role for the NEC would be
investigating the extension
of affiliation so that

organisations of women
and black people could

periences of sexism in the
labour movement, is years

ahead ~ of  Militant’s
moralistic  propagandis-
ing.

The resolutions on the
GLC are sure to be sup-
ported. If they’re acted on
then Labour in London
stands a fighting chance of

join. Such a proposal need
not compromise  the
autonomy of these
organisations. But it
would strengthen the links
between the party and the
broader labour move-
ment.

Would organisations
apply for affiliation solely
to vote at annual con-
ference? 1 doubt it. Even
so, why should the party
fear this? Would their vote
upset the union barons’
calculations? It would be
sad to return to the bad old .
days when right wing con-
stituencies used to tell new
applicants ‘sorry, we’re
full up’!

It’s not often the NEC
asks the rank and file what

_.they think. So seize this

chance. Make sure your
constituency or affiliated
organisation schedules a
discussion before the end
of February. And cast
your vote to extend the af-
filiation category.

gaining - the national
ground lost over the past
few years.

Amendments  to  the
preliminary agenda are out
now. Compositing
meetings will take place at
Herbert Morrison House
on Saturday 4 February.
Regional conference is on
the weekend of Saturday
3/Sunday 4 March.

s St A PIECE % METION & .S & .S okiin"
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published last January  Tariq Ali, and events in '” 3
rted to prove Gillingham and Wythen- [ s _ s ; s
malpractices such  aS  ghawe, no more proof is BANNING TRADE ' IT'S TOTALLY GIVEN TIME. LEN

cancussing, preparation of
siates, and misappropria-
dvon of Young Socialists

UNION MEMBERSHIP?! |
OUTRAGEOUS !!
N THE. NATIONAL-

needed that Labour’s new
leadership intend to con-
tinue the witch hunt.

MURRAY WOULD REDUCE
THE WHOLE. TRADE
UNION MOVEMENT TO THE.

LUNATIC GERIATRIC IN
fl THE WHITE HODSEY

fumds. At the North West The Blackburn 6 have INTEREST @
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Tribune rally last year, from local MPs, including

Biackburn MP Jack Straw  Stan Thorne, and from

exphained the report was
‘mot a right wing at-

:
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| Hindburn Trades Council,
E tack on the left — just or-

E

as well as many other in-
dividuals and organisa-
tions. Resolutions of sup-
port should be sent to
Peter Harris, 35
Westminster Court,

dimarv members expelling
=a alien threat’.

To carry out the expul-
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active  delegates were  Blackburn BB1 1UG.%
drswn to the meeting. Copies should be sent to
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Socialist Action 3 February 1984 5

View from

; TRADE UNION CND holds its annual general

| meeting on Saturday 25 February. Since the arrival
of cruise, more and more people have been joining
CND. As a specialist section, TUCND has an impor-
tant role to play in 1984. ANDREW HEWETT,
TUCND’s full-time worker, told Socialist Action
about the campaigning priorities for the coming
year.

Westminister
Defend the unions

By Jeremy Corbyn, MP for Islington North

Twenty-eight national
unions are affiliated to
Trade Union CND, and
between 450-470 regional

organise on 7-8 April —
sponsored by some major
unions — will involve peo-
ple in the industry in

THE UNILATERAL
and - high-handed an-

X and local bodies. All ~discussing alternative, nouncement by the
‘ registered workplace  socially useful production. ﬁng-g'f'm?‘mere wil}hl?(te

groups and affiliates vote
at our annual meeting to
elect officers and executive
which meets monthly.
Unions’ work varies.
For instance, NUPE’s
peace pack is probably the
best campaigning material
around. But many don’t
go beyond paying their
yearly = affiliation and
voting the right way at
TUC and Labour Party

And there are unions
directly affected by the
new civil defence regula-
tions which came into
force on 1 December last
year. After our Hard Luck
exercise — against the
government’s Operation
Hard Rock — we can have
another success on this
front in 1984.

Success

no trade union member-
ship at the Cheltenham
communication  head-
quarters is a serious at-
tack on trade wunion
rights. It’s part of a long
process that started when
tlhe Tories took power in

It can’t have escaped
their notice that public
sector unions are becom-
ing increasingly militant.

tee in parliament dealing

ft?g\t;;ertlﬁg?is. mportant I believe they’ll follow up Klﬂb itc-h Ele }rlninistc:ir ,
We've already  cir- A national focus cur- this attack in other key ! mla alker, has made
] areas: gas workers, water 1t clear she envisages a

culated model resolutions
for 1984 trade union con-
ferences, and we’re hoping
to organise fringe meetings
at all of them.

rently being discussed, is a
week of action along the
same lines as the German
peace movement’s last
year. One day the churches

Arthur Scargill leads the trade union contingent on 22 October CND demonstration

cuts and increased military

a lot of potential for labour movement, in con-

Photo: GM COOKSON

.workers, civil servants in
the Home Office.
Gradually trade union
rights will be denied in

London regional trans-
dort authority run on
susiness lines.

Each bus and train

> do something, anotherday  expenditure is a good way  holding up, stopping and  junction with other social any °‘sensitive’ area of Troute must run at a pro-

effe‘ét]ﬁ,: onrég?:r\;:]a \111eert)f women, another people in for CND groups to build  closing down the nuclear forces has a very impor- government. fit. Thatf 'lmeani"

work. Only a few regions education and so on. The union links. And the weapons industry. The . tantrole to play in CND. We must defend thousands of miles o

have an active TUCND trade union day could be  government’s industrial trade union rights for a// routes are at risk. More

group. Building them is  Organising a workplace legislation is another. workers, irrespective of than one in four

one of our priorities. meeting, or a five-minute CND is aware that this where they’re employed. busworkers could lose
protest stoppage. legislation attacks our It’s important that the their jobs.

We’re also hoping to
get a network of peace-

Imagination’s the only

right to organise and pro-

Labour Party campaign

We can win on this

: SWORS O .- limit. A lot of CND  test. It doesn’t just affect ucN fergse in support of the through a big campaign
?:lllllgis %roé]rlng theag:lds??arl)i?n members want to work in  the NGA. T D N b"ﬁ» Cheltenham workers. outside parliament,
seamen’s union. And the unions, but have little CND cannot take on vember 1 Sl 9 < But the trade union arraong trf\_de unionists
we're  suggesting the idea about union struc- board opposition to the movement must realise and public transport

tures. new industrial legislation how serious this attack users. We have to get

miners’ union consider
peace-pits. These are more
imaginative variations on

The unions are in a
fragile state at the mo-

— that’s outside our
charter. But the NGA is
affiliated, and an NGA

is. Frankly, I was looking
for a bit more than
statements of intent from

across that we’re not just
defending LT, we’re def-
ending the right of the

workplace groups, similar ~ ment. .. Defending : . nt ; Y
to de‘é’laringg o nnojearfree  members’ living standards  member of our executive J the council of civil ser- disabled for mobility
is the first and immediate ~ spoke at CND’s con- vice unions and the Within London and

zone. N
We have some specific

priority. We have to find

ference and at a TUCND
fringe meeting.

TUC. First the NGA,
now this — when-will the

peoples’ right to cheap
transport such as most

targets. Some of our Ways to integrate their - - '
unigons have members in  Main concerns with our w,g:‘:;;:t;:;w e e trade union leadership Other Western European
i i Union OND Newaitir 16 bopo syt | 4.2 2o psc s stand up? capitals enjoy.
the armaments. industry main concerns. s P Semmeio e 1 by Vst | S AL 8 e iy up? N
i Maki h - CND’s priorities re- ey e iyt | Koy EERIEET Th to de- The disperate nature
We hope the Bradford . aking the connec : . : Srode union CND. activiats wng ‘et ocas € campaign to £ all th h
conference we're helping tions between spending ML removing - cruise, epaired S frade “omions g fend the GLC and local ©of all these campaigns
making sure the Trident | %mu&.’f.’éfmg':‘-‘&,'d:;;: democracy within Lon- hasmeant that more peo-

contract is stopped, and

is crucial. Trade unions

don is faring better. The

ple have been involved.

slowdowns, closures and

contributing to the inter- o LA ey | recent day of action saw ~Now the demands of the

national nuclear disarma- e r e | o e 40,000 out — in very bad ~ campaigns ~ must be

STUDENTS MOBILISE AGAINST ment movement. That in- | BRI | B weather — to support unified. They are fun-

REAGAN f,l?)c\l;;a el;ltnldltr:)g a mass | SR BRI e Lo something the media daminigllryn the same:
Publications for o reducti ! nationa) llrmun.n;mmm“‘,."“,‘ -

Students at South Bank Poly are taking issue them. acheve / e =,-:,m £ M:f"'" X Fer ggi‘fxl;f fing us s un %gly einnnere city ;?Zg:;rfg

with CND National Council for their -tar- The labour movement f ST e Recent meetings I’'ve end to  cutbacks,

diness in

organising an

anti-Reagan

demonstration when the American president
visits Britain for the World Economic Sum-
mit in early June. They are calling on CND,
London Region CND and London Student
CND to get together and organise a massive
reception for Saturday 3 June, and to link up
with the labour movement to do it. The occa-

- sion of Reagan’s visist is bound to see pro,
tests against Euro-missiles and US policy in’
Central America. It looks as if students will

be leading the way.

organise 10 million people,
six million of which are
already affiliated through
their unions. If a majority
were campaigning for
nuclear disarmament, the
voice of the movement
would be a lot stronger. It
would be hard force to ig-
nore. :

Trade unionists are in-
volved in the production,
maintenance, servicing
and transportation of
nuclear weapons. There is

mlnl of
/ u e unioarst the trade union ..mcuwul una H

: v, linking the
heir fuctory or offic

j A“ oo o U el fuctoey or offiee o e

national level we have tried to make syre

;
1
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Copies of TUCND News are available
from Andrew Hewett, 11 Goodwin St, N4
Latest issue out at the end of January
(extra copies at 3p each)

Model resolutions for trade union conferences
also available

held in Islington on the
GLC, London Transport
and the Inner London
Education Authority
have been packed. Peo-
ple are angry and deter-
mined. The tide has turn-

ed.

1 don’t think the Lon-
don Transport Bill,
which  gives central
government control over
transport in the capital,
is getting enough atten-
tion. I’m on the commit-
L

- perhaps

redundancies from
public spending cuts.

The Tories will try to
bring legislation to pre-
vent the GLC elections
being held next year. The
people of London must
have a forum for express-
ing their point of view,
through a
referendum on exactly
the same day that the
GLC elections would
have been held.




EVERY DAY the media is
full of stories of the war in
El Salvador. But little is
heard or seen of the work of
construction in the zones
controlled by the guerrillas
of the FMLN. Here we
reproduce an article from
Combate a Latin American
journal of the Fourth Inter-
national, which describes the
growth and role in the strug-
gle played by the ‘controlled

zones’.

EL SALVADOR is not a country
ke Vietnam or some Latin
American countries in which there
are large areas of unpopulated
jungle to serve as a base for guer-
rillas. With 5 million people living
in an area of 400 square miles El
Salvador has the highest popula-
tion density in Latin America. So
controlled zones depend not so
much on geographical im-
pregnability as the support of the
civilian population.

In 1981 FDR leader Salvador
Samayoa defined a controlled zone
as one in which relatively stable
FMLN/FDR military camps have
been established and from which
government troops have been
driven out.

However government forces
continue to maintain garrison posts
on the borders of these areas, and
often carry out incursions into
them. usually supported by air at-
ack.

Zomas of control were establish-
e Fpmopote Jzouzey IORT PMLN
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controlled zones in areas of the
following provinces: Santa Ana,

* Chaletanango, San Salvador, La

Libertad, San Vicente, Cabanas,
Morazan, San Miguel, Usulatan
and La Union. Throughout 1981
these areas of control were enlarg-
ed.

But the most dramatic expan-
sion of the zones has occurred since
the FMLN offensive beginning Oc-
tober 1982. For example, while in
early 1982 the FMLN/FDR claim-
ed control of about 90 settlements
(45,000 inhabitants) in
Chalatenango, by 1983 they con-
trolled a reported 90 per cent of the
province, with 150,000 in-
habitants.

The FMLN/FDR has . pro-
moted the development of active
self-government by the civilian
population of the zones of control
which is known as ‘local popular
power’ (PPL). About 500 people
participate in each PPL.

The general assembly elects
members of the local community.to
the directorate (leadership) for a six
month term. While the assembly
decides overall policy, the direc-
torate ensures it is carried out. In
addition, there is an advisory coun-
cil with representatives of the
popular Church, popular organisa-
tions and FMLN militias.

Production and distribution

The stated goals of production in
the zones are self-sufficiency and
maxima! use of local resources.
Basic food crops are grown (grains,
corn. beahs. poatoes. zarrots.
s 2ol w&lsiToensy mosome
= ms oesr achieved in corn in

Building the new E! Salvador. Peasants making land
mines and weapons (left and above right), tilling the
land (above) and at an infants school (far right). Picture
from The New El Salvador (Solidarity Publications).

'IlllNllllﬂllllll- controlled zones

Guazapa and beans in Morazan.
Medicinal plants are grown in
response to the scarcity of modern
medicines. Root crops have been
given a priority since they are more
likely to survive government inva-
sions into the zones.

Agriculture is carried out in
small plots distributed throughout
the zone, in order to minimise the
damage from government bomb-
ings. It is mainly carried out on
government property or lands
abandoned by their owners; small
landowners have been allowed to
keep their plots. Agricultural work
collectives are organised by type of
crop and meet regularly to plan
production and security measures.

All  ages - participate in
agriculture — children, for exam-
ple, help in carrying water or in
harvesting. Occasionally ‘Farabun-
dista’ days are set aside when
everyone, both civilians and
FMLN members, join in produc-
tion. .

Products are centralised in a
common warehouse. Usually 50
per cent of produce is allocated to
the civilian population, 30 per cent
to the FMLN and 20 per cent
stored. However, this proportion
may vary according to the needs of
each community.

Production is not limited to
agriculture. Livestock abandoned
by previous landowners are tended,
in Chalatenango, work collectives
breed poultry, pigs, rabbits and
goats. Fishing collectives have been
established along the Sumpul River
in Chalatenango and along the
Usulutan coast.

Artisans’ shops in the zones in-

clude tailors’ shops and shoe
manufacturing. Supplies are pur-
chased and products sold through
the collaboration of relatives who
travel between the zones and the
cities. Thus, shoppers in San
Salvador’s markets are able to find
silk-screened t-shirts and decorated
wooden boxes and crosses made by
artisans in Chalatenango’s zone of
control. A small amount of trade
between different zones of control
has been carried out. In October
1982, after a government operation
destroyed the harvest in Guazapa,
the PPL’s in Chalatenango sent
corn to cover the loss.

Security and self-defense

The PPL’s set up security and self-
defense collectives to protect the
hamlets and surrounding areas.
Bomb shelters are built to protect
civilians against shellings and bom-
bings. People are trained and
organised with the assistance of
FMLN miltia to evacuate the
villages when threatened by a
government incursion. Charlie
Clements, a US physician who
worked in the Guazapa zone of
control noted the high level of
organisation shown by the com-
munity: under instructions from
the local defence commitee and the
FMLN, they made tortillas, hid
livestock and produce, and carried
the wounded and their medical sup-
plies with them in a night-time
evacuation.

Education and culture

The Secretary of Education sear-
ches out literate community
members, who become ‘popular

'Building Fi

teachers’ after a basic training.
Since illiteracy is over 50 per cent
among the Salvadorean popula-
tion, the main educational em-
phasis is on basic reading, writing
and mathematical notions.
Reading and writing are taught as
part of learning about Salvadorean
history and current events.
Vocabulary and sentence structure
lessons are drawn from four basic
subject areas: social sciences,.
history, science (such as health,
agriculture and nutrition) and
culture. Community responsibility
and principles of democracy,
justice, equality and solidarity are
discussed.

Culture and education is also
transmitted through short plays,
written and performed by the
students themselves. These not on-
ly portray social and political
themes (such as repression by the
paramilitary groups or the role of

~ women in the revolution) but also

promote education in subjects such
as hygiene.

School facilities and equipment
are non-existent. Classes for adults
or children usually meet under a

- tree or at a particular spot in the
village.

Health

Three types of medical facilities
operate in the zones of control,
general ‘hospitals’ where major
surgery is performed, clinics which
specialise in minor surgery, and
health dispensaries which practice”
preventative medicine (such as vac-
cination campaigns) and first aid,
diagnosis and treatment of general
problems. Field hospitals are set up
when the forces of the FMLN carry

6  Sacialist Action 3 February 1984

g




it “
Sonsumapoq&o

4"’7 |m Hmm ool

o;u epeq an 3-Ciora

S - G 0 e
i . Ilopend »i]
‘ / o ””m Jﬂﬂ“’

=

i Illlmu ’
'ﬂﬂ i

ee El Salvado

out military actions.

Health brigades are trained to
support the work of the doctors
and medical students operating in
the zones. Medicines are difficult
to obtain, due to governmental
pressures on the health profession.
Charlie Clements described the
government’s definition as
“‘subversive’” of anyone carrying

more than a day’s supply of"

aspirin, antacid, pills, etc. Health
workers in the zones have adopted
the use of medicinal plants
wherever possible: using willow
bark . for aspirin and eucalyptus
leaves to relieve coughing.

Adminstration of justice

The PPL’s oversee the develop-
ment of social relations in the com-
munity and family life, with the
goals of maintaining social har-
mony, promoting community over
individual interests, and encourag-
ing practices of cooperation rather
than competition. Local tribunals
have been set up in a number of
communities to review disputes.
Emphasis is placed on developing
corrective rather than punitive
measures.

The Future

The January 1981 offensive by the
FMLN/FDR established
FMLN/FDR military and polizica!
control over a nuTheE T
populated areas i~ == - -
or the firs: =~ e
the first instance c7 N o
contro] of these areas. 1hev =2
long been bases of support for “he
ppposition — taking part in
popular. organisations in the late
960s and 1970s, and providing

support and membership for the
growing FMLN military forces in
the 1980s. In many of these areas,
Christian base communities played
an important role in their political
awakening and organisation, and
the zones of control maintain a
strong Christian character today.
More than the strictly military
control of territory, the political

ON 19 JANUARY 1984, 52
delegates and international guests
met in San Salvador for the fifth
congress of the legally recognised
Federation of Revolutionary Trade
Unions.

Before they could begin, the
National Police attacked the
building, capturing all inside and
injuring journalist Raul Beltran.
After 8 hours of interrogation most
were released.

By Celia Pugh

But 15 members, including the
national officers of the union. did
not emerge from the Natos
Pohce badmnm T
e~ irme!’ Tas =
Y spicTEsnd for
marter=g ¥ e resume.

Twes terror faces all trade
umionists in 1 Salvador. In 1979
and 1980 wdrking people took to
the streets in an outburst of angry
strikes and demonstrations. They

support and involvement of
civilians in FMLN/FDR organisa-
tions has been the decisive factor in
the development of the zones of
control and their self-government
structure. The present zones of
control do not represent the only
areas where popular organisations
were strong in the 1970s, however
some are presently areas of intense

met severe repression. Between
1979 and 1981, 5123 union members
were assassinated, 1875 ‘disap-
peared’ and 539 were imprisoned.
Another 793 were wounded when
troops opened fire on union
demonstrations.

Last September the general
secretary of the United Trade
Union Federation, FUSS was one
-of the 100 trade unionists kidnap-
ped. On 7 October his body was
found with its throat slit.

The regime is again stepping up
the terror as unions pick themselves
up from the setbacks of 1980. The
saffocatime ecoBomK SHTEWME =
feroams (@EESENT 1 The Bree3-
e vaEr TTMer s e W
e, et e ‘Y. o
. W per cemt of (e economcal-
ty active population did not receive
sufficient income to buy the basic
essentials for daily life.

Even right wing and govern-
ment backed unions are demanding
the repeal of the 1980 decrees
against the unions. In September a
new unity was achieved drawing

conflict between the FMLN and the
Salvadorean armed forces. Given
the history of the development of
existing zones of control, these
areas may be seen as potential
zones of military and political con-
trol by the FMLN/FDR.

Since 1981, the civilian popula-
tion in the zones have openly
established a political-

progressive and traditionally
government backed unions. This
Unitarian Movement of
Salvadorean Trade Unions and
Associations — MUSYGES —
adopted a common platform for
political and economic struggle, in-
cluding the demand for US military
advisers to be withdrawn from El
Salvador.

Another sign of crumbling sup-
port for the regime was the 15,000
strong demonstration of farm
workers organised by the Peoples
Democratic Union kast Sepcemibber.

Tre LPD s Tuticsmal™ im-
=f @ M e Teome - O WrsIm
Jeemm-mie Pwr Mt ERe  pemy
masie-reg ™ me .4 Tme LPD
mw  [rears 2 government
dialogae with the FMLN-FDR,
without conditions and the majori-
ty of the union’s corrupt leaders
have been expelled.

The latest round of terror is
designed to crush this new wave of
trade union organisation. Interna-
tional solidarity is vital.

administrative structure to
organise and govern their daily
lives. These ‘local popular powers’
constitute an alternative govern-
ment structure in El Salvador,
functioning alongside the
Salvadorean government and
creating a situation of dual power
which will only be resolved in the
course of the war in El Salvador.

Trade unions —the price they pay

® Send telegrams demanding the
immediate release of the FSR
leaders and guarantees of their
safety to: President Magana,
Presidential Palace, San Salvador,
El Salvador.

Director General of the Na-
tional Police, 6a Kiye Oriente San

~ Salvador, El Salvador.

The FDR/FMLN desperately
needs funds for the
recosstrectoa work hegma m
the controdied rames. T
oot IS L0 SO0
PESID. PrHOECIIN UV
RGN SR St
Plewp (e SV BOKTID
peopie baild 2 better future.
You can send money which
will find its way to El
Salvador by sending a
cheque/postal order to: Aid
for a better future, 29
Islington Park St., London
N1. Make out cheques to ‘EL
Salvador Fund Appeal’.

¥
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Dz’ary

WITHOUT wishing to
debate the future of the
CLPD which you com-
mented on (SA 40), we
would like to correct a
few points of confusion
about our motion on the
LPYS.

The proposals for

union youth at LPYS an-
nual conference, as in the
Party and Women’s con-
ferences; the election of
YS National Committee
at YS conference — not
Party conference as you
said — rather than at
regional conference;
delegation to YS con-
ference on the basis of
the size of YS branch

A democratic and active LPYS can grow

LPYS clear up

reform were as follows —
the inclusion of the trade

membership, rather than:
astatutory number for
every branch.

These reforms have in
the past won support not
only from Clause 4, but
also from the pre-
decessors of Socialist
Organiser, who were in-
volved in the campaign
for YS democracy, of
wthh the above reforms
were key demands. In-
deed, in 1967, even Mili-
tant argued that ‘the NC
must be elected by the
members themselves at

YS conference’.

Given the breadth of
support for such elemen-
tary political and
democratic initiatives, we
would have expected YS

Adbverti;

activists supporting
Socialist Action to sup-
port us too.

A democratic and ac-
tive LPYS would be far
more capable of
recruiting young people
to Labour and healthy
enough to fend off at-
tempts to close the YS
down.

OWEN TUDOR,
GWILYM BURY, Lon-
don ’
® We accept the points
made about YS
democracy but Owen and
Gwilym miss the point of
the article in SA 40 which
was to criticise the resolu-
tion for failing to defend
Militant against the witch
hunt. Ed.

Photo: JOHN HARRIS
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Nixon and the Korean
spy-plane

I READ with great in-
terest the article in SA 40,
‘The American spy-plane’
about the shooting down
of the South Korean
airliner by the Soviet
Union last September.
According to the West
German magazine Quick,
former US president
Richard Nixon cancelled
a flight reservation on the
KAL 007 flight. Nixon
had reserved seat B2 in
the front row, near the
place occupied by rep-
resentative L McDonald.
Coincidence isn’t it?

RICHARD STONE,
Glossop, Derbyshire.

The writer leaves a ps —
he is no relation of his
namesake, Reagan’s
special adviser on Central
America.

Nixon in the know?

Write to us!

This is your page. Send us your
comments, criticisms or even con-
gratulations. But please be brief —
letters over 300 words will be cut.
Write to: Letters, Socialist Action,

328 Upper Street, London N1
2XP. (Tel: 01-359 8180)

I READ with interest the
article Explosion in the
third world in SA 40.
While I agree with the
proposition that a suc- -
cessful revolution can on-
ly occur when the ruling

class is unable to continue -

its rule in the old way, I

think the point should be
made-that this itself large-
ly depends on the relative
strength of the proletariat

_in a given society.

After all, if a par-
ticular order cannot con-
tinue in the old way, that
ruling class may still
maintain its dominance
by substituting a slightly
different manifestation of
capitalist rule.

A prime example of
this is Argentina, where
the crisis ridden junta
unable to rule in itself
‘was replaced by the
equally bourgeois Alfon-
sin government. The same
thing may happen in
Chile.

Clearly when a situa-
tion of this kind exists,
what is vital is the
undefeated strength of
the working class.

It is this which deter-
mines whether or not the
ruling class will be allow-

ed to install another pup-
pet, or whether the peo-
ple will seize power for ™
themselves in a socialist
revolution.

This is why. we in Bri-
tain must now build sup-
port and leadership for
the socialist revolution
which must come when
the bankruptcy of That-
cher’s economic policies
are realised. This too is
why we must build a
united revolutionary
movement with strong
links with workers in
other countries.

This is why I support
the Marxists in the
Labour Party, which,
reformist and bourgeois
though its present aims
and leaders are contains
the grass roots support
for the revolution.

Our job is now to
build support for Marxist
ideas and build a party
which doesn’t bleat on
about ‘winning elections’
and reforming this, that
and the other, only to
turn on the working class
again once elected but
which stands for revolu-
tionary socialism at home
and abroad.

GLYN HOLROYD,
Newcastle

Anti racist year?

SO LEN Murray’s
betrayal of the NGA
made it black Monday,
did it? And it was a black
Christmas in Lebanon
(SA 39). And Eric Heffer
can write that the retreat
of trade union leaders

‘adds up to one of the
blackest periods in the
history of the trade union
movement’ (SA 39).
Well, roll on 1984 as
London’s anti-racist year.
JEREMY HAWTHORN,
Peckham CLP

Campaign for Gay Rights
new office at 39
Chippenham Rd, W9 2AH
01-286 9692, open Tues-Thur

that affect lesbians. Further
information from Sarah c/o0
Feminist Library,

Hungerford House, Victoria

@ Chilean art 10 years of
struggle. Exhibition at
Pentonville Gallery, 47
Lambs Conduit St, Holborn

Miscellaneous

® GLC workshops
Employment and training
for the future. 9 Feb Greater

NATIONAL BOOK

fThese listings are free for all
major labour movement and
«ampaign activities — up to
maximum of 50 words. Semi-
display advertisements cost
 3p per word and must be paid
#m advance. Send to: Diary,
Socialist Action, 328 Upper
Sereet, London N1 2XP to
aive not later  than
T*ursday, one week prior to
blication).

International

@ The Politics of Health in
) babwe Hour long video
ailable for meetings or
functions. £10 (payable in
iachvance). Send to Books for
fSouth Africa Fund, PO Box
0. London N1.
@® Sri Lankan Research &
ormation Group will
vide speakers on the
rerrent situation there for
pmcetings. Write to 9 Grays
Ber Buildings, London EC1.
® No Intervention in
{ iral Ameriea (NICA) is
v b-road based coalition of
arity groups, human
ghis orgs, aid agencies and
oiitical parties. More details

™

Join the
fight for
B socialism ..

If you want more information about Socialist Action or to be put in touch
with local supporters send this form to Socialist Action,
328 Upper Street, London N1.

14 January -
at

The Other

—SALE _

4 February

Bookshop

328 Upper Street
London N1

Open: Mon Tue Sat — 10-6
Wed — 12-7
Thurs Fri — 11-7

Adverti

New pamphlet: Politics
in the 1980's — The
British Crisis.

Articles reprinted
from Sacialist Action and
International — John
Ross, British politics in
the 1980’s; Alan
Freeman, How Labour
Can Win; Steve Marks,
the 1983 Election; John
Ross, Facing 1984; Alan
Freeman, Rebuilding the
Labour Party.
Available from The
Other Bookshop, 328
Upper St, London N1,
price 35p.

from NICA 20/21 Compton
Terrace, London N1 01-226

-.6747.

® From War in the Third
World to the Third Werld
War — new pamphlet
published by El Salvador
Solidarity Campaign, 50p.
Order from ELSSOC, 29
Islington Park St, London
N1 01-359 3976. ELSSOC
have also produced a 1984
calendar showing scenes
from life in the liberated

...................

.................

...........................................

Union/CLP @if any)

zones, £3 from same
address.

@ Central America and the
Caribbean A series of open
educationals with videos and
speakers at Peckham Labour
Club, Lansbury House, 41
Camberwell Grove, London
SES: 7 Feb Evening of
Central American culture.
Admission £1/UB40 free.
Organised by Sth London
Central American Group,
contact Edwin 01-733 7706
for details.

..................

London WCl, 25 Jan-18
Feb, 11-6.30.

@ El Salvador Benefit for
East London ELSSOC, Mon
6 Feb, 8.30. Acts include See
You in Vegas, Mark
Miwurdz and Wild Girls.
Crown and Castle, Dalston
Junction. £1.50 unwaged.

25 Years of the Cuban
Revolution

@ Britain-Cuba Resource
Centre Information about
activities, subs to Granma
weekly review and
newsletters from 29 Islington
Park St, London N1.

® Womens study tour of
Cuba 4-20 April,
information from BCRC, 29
Islington Park St, London
N1.

Ireland

@ Labour and Ireland day
school for budding writers,
workshops with trained
journalists. London, Feb or
March, £1. Write to Labour
and Ireland, BM Box 5355,
L.ondon WCIN 3XX.
® The Cause of Ireland film
showing at Rio Cinema, 107
Kingsland High St, Hackney
ES8, £2 and £1 (UB40 and
OAP), Thur 2 Feb, 7.30.

London Enterprise Board;
23 Feb Cooperatives. Black
Women’s Centre Brixton,
41A Stockwell Green,
London, SW9, 7-9.30 pm.

Adbverti

[BROADSIDE
theatre

is looking for male and
female performers and
us:cxans of all races for

a new plalout imperia-

lism and racism.

We are a part-time socialist
and feminist collective. At
present we can only pay
expenses.

Please write giving full
details to: 20 Pamela
House, Haggerston Road,
London E8

® Theatre workshops at the
Drill Hall, 16 Chenies St,
London WCl, led by actress
Effie Arestides. Start Fri 20
Jan, 6.30-8.30pm. Every
Friday until September 1984.
Booking tel: 01-387 9639. -

Anti-cuts campaigns
® London Health Service
Campaign. 34 Dalston Lane,
London E8 3AZ 01-249 -
8086.

@ Hayes Cottage Hospital
Occupation Cttee, Grange
Rd, Hayes, Middx 01-573
5593.

Lesbian & Gay Libera-
tion
o Nottingham Labour
Campaign for Gay Rights
meets monthly. Next meeting
21 March, 8pm, Salutation
Inn, Maid Marion Way.
Details: Chris Richardson.
21 Devonshire Promenade,
Lenton 0602 780124.
o London Labour

1tam-7pm. (Westbourne
Grove tube. Bad access, help
available).

® Labour Movement
Lesbians is a new
organisation of lesbians in
the labour movement to
support each other and
organise initiatives on issues

Embk, Izondon WC2.

@ Raffle result Bristol
Socialist Action. 1. C
Starks 34, 2. R Simon
1300, 3. H McDonald
1214, 4. D Berry 684, 5.
H Holden 1979, 6. A
Radford 359.

Adverti:

Volume8 Nos 75p

Nove”‘oe' December 19g3
naﬁo

INTERNATIONAL

November-December issue out now
Price 75p

In this issue:

Andrew Gamble on the ‘special relationship’
between Britain and the States

Ken Livingstone, on a strategy for the Labour
left

John Ross, on why the left must reject unity
with European imperialism against America
Chris Palmer on Grenada

Jude Woodward on sectarianism towards women

plus reviews

Order from The Other Bookshops, 329 Upper St,
London NI or 137 Digbeth, Birmingham.
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The ‘supergrass’ trials scandal

Irish women demonstrate against Long Kesh internment camp

Left gains at
LPYS conference

THE LABOUR Party
Young Socialists’
southern region con-
ference was held in
Brighton last weekend
under the tight control
of Militant  sup-
porters. But opposi-
tion led by Oxford
East and West made a

big impact, reflected

by David Shepherd’s
election to the
southern region com-
mittee.

Militant’s  positions
were passed on all major
debates. The need for
‘class unity as an alter-
native to the Orange and
Green bigots’ and a fight
for a ‘trade-union based
on the party of labour’
was their solution for
Ireland.

Women

Gay rights got only a
passing nod. But the Ox-
ford East resolution on
women attracted the big-
.gest opposition vote of
conference. The resolu-
tion — the only one on
the agenda — called for
support for women’s
rights in the Labour Par-
ty, and for a young

women’s conference.

Conference reaffirm-
ed the call for police and
army unionisation. But
Oxford East’s resolution
— calling for emphasis
on anti-recruitment and
demanding the right to
organise in the armed
forces — was denounced
as ‘liberal pacifist
nonsense’ by the plat-
form.

Racism

Racism turned
needlessly into an argu-
ment against positive
discrimination which
was seen as patronising
and fuelling racist at-
titudes. And ‘waiting for
socialism’ was the way to
stop nuclear war, when
Oxford East’s call for YS
bracnhes to ‘actively
auport and build CND,
YCND and their ac-
tivities’ was rejected.

No international
solidarity was proposed
— the problems of the
working class and the op-
pressed would be solved
by a ‘socialist federation’
of the Middle East agd
the world, the platform
told conference.

Despite  Militant’s
continued obstruction of

YS growth, by cutting it
off from radicalising
youth, a successful fringe
meeting was held with
speakers from Labour
Briefing, Campaign for
Labour Party
Democracy, the
Women’s Action Comm-
ittee and David Shepherd
from Oxford West
LPYS.

After his election, David
told Socialist Action:

‘Before YS national con-
ference in April, we have
to concentrate on
organising the YS
minority in the different
regions in order to make
the biggest possible im-
pact on the YS national-
ly. The YS is under threat
from the party leader-
ship. It’s vital that those
who believe the YS must
turn outwards, linking
up with all the struggles
against the  Tories,
organise .to get their
views across. In southern
region we are beinning to

organise =~ ‘opposition’
branches and members.
Repeated round the

country, this could be a
real breakthrough for the
‘left opposition’ in the
Young Socialists.’

DESMOND BRESLIN is serving
six years in prison for alleged IRA
membership and photographing
an IRA roadblock. He was con-
victed entirely on the contradic-
tory evidence of supergrass
Christopher Black. His - wife
COLLETTE BRESLIN recently
spoke at several meetings in the
Midlands organised by the Cam-
paign against the Show Trials.
She talked to Anita Richards and
Bob Whitehead from Socialist
Action.

Why is your husband in prison?

My husband is involved in the Black
trial. We call people like Black ‘paid
perjurers’. Black admitted in court
that he had perjured himself in a
murder trial some years ago and he
also admitted taking money from the
RUC.

He said that previously he had
perjured himself because he couldn’t
face prison. But now, apparently he
could — knowing full well that this
time he had immunity from the court.

He couldn’t even remember his

“children’s birthdays in court. Yet he

could give exact dates when he was

-with alleged IRA members. He was

obviously ‘programmed’ by the RUC,
and so was the judge.

At the committal proceedings he
just glanced at the bill of indictment
and returned 38 people for trial
without hearing any evidence. The
trial lasted eight months from
December 1981. All the defendents
had to sit in the same places
throughout. When asked to identify
people Black just said ‘second from
said ‘second from the right’ or

the nght’ or something like that,
without looking up.

The judge found all 38 defendents
guilty. twenty-one were jailed —
those who refused to sign statements
in Castlereagh interrogation centre.
My husband told the court that he
was told by the RUC that if he plead-
ed guilty to taking photos of an illegal
road block for Republican News he
would walk out of court, but if he
didn’t they would pin an IRA
membership charge on him.

They asked him about
photography and if he supported the
hunger strikes, and then — according
to the transcript of the interview they
talked about Communism. My hus-
band said the British were responsible
for the famine of 1864 and their at-
titude hadn’t changed since then. But
this didn’t make him a communist.

We don’t know if he is in prison
for being a communist or for being in
the IRA — it doesn’t make much dif-
ference!

They also said that in refusing to
answer questions he was acting accor-
ding to IRA policy. But Father Faul
has leafletted the nationalist areas to
remind people of their right to silence.

What evidence did they have against
your husband?

Only Black’s words. The RUC said
they found a camera in our house, but
when the judge asked for it they said
they had ‘misplaced it’. They said
they had found ‘subversive films’ —
Mickey Mouse cartoons and Super-
man films which Desmond shows the
children.

This is what he was doing when he
was supposed to be photographing

the road block, but the judge said that
he could have left the film running
and gone out. The people who were
supposed to have been stopped at the
road block didn’t see anyone with a
camera.

Would they let people watch these
trials?

Not at first, but now you can. Some
Labour MPs and Lord Gifford have
been over. That’s really good because
without watching it you can’t really
belive what’s going on with these
‘supergrass’ trials.

How is the RUC’s supergrass cam-
paign going?

They are having setbacks with
supergrasses spontaneously retracting
their evidence. The only way we can
stop these show trials is by MPs and
ordinary people putting pressure on
the British government — from
abroad as well.

How can anything be justice with
only one judge, and no jury, dealing
with 38 people in one trial? How
could one person take in all the
evidence.

All 38 from the Black trial have
appealed. I hear that the judge, Basil
Kelly, has been made an appeal judge.
There is a newspaper picture of him
with an orange sash. All the senior
judges are members of the Orange
Order.

How is your tour of Britain going?

Great. I just want people to know
what’s going on. Me, Desmond, peo-
ple like us, we’re all working class. If
they do this to political people in
Ireland, what’s to stop them eventual-
ly doing it in Britain? They try these
things out in Ireland. But eventually
it’ll come over here.

Salvadorean unionists tour

GIFTS, CHEERS and

tears

have greeted

out I was persecuted and

So my colleagues got me

Salvadorean trade unionists Rosa Rivas and Gerar-
do Anaya on their tour of Britain. More importantly
acts of solidarity have come for their sister and
brother trade unionists in El Salvador.

While Gerardo talked
with officers at the Na-
tional Union of
Mineworkers in Sheffield

a message came through

that his union congress in
San Salvador had been
smashed up by the Na-
tional Police and his fellow
leaders detained. Fearing
for their lives Gerardo im-
mediately began to gather
messages and telegrams
from the British labour
movement to secure the
release of the FSR leaders.

By Celia Pugh

Thousands of pounds
have been collected at
meetings in factories, can-
teens, shop stewards com-
mittees, public rallies and
at all the major national
trade union offices. The
rally of 250 trade unionists
at County Hall in London
on 23 January raised £600
after solidarity speeches
from miners leader Arthur
Scargill, Fire Brigade
general secretary Ken
Cameron, the NGA and
the Parliamentary Labour
Party. )

The funds collected
will cover the costs of br-
inging Rosa and Gerardo
from El Salvador. The rest
will be sent back to El
Salvador to aid the work
of the mass movement in
the cities and zones con-
trolled by the popular
forces.

Their message of de-
fiance and solidarity was
communicated to Labour
leader Neil Kinnock and

will feature in an interview

in a forthcoming
Panorama television pro-
gramme.

Gerardo explamed to
the London rally, ‘On this
tour we have met with love
and respect for the pro-
blems and struggle which
we face in El Salvador.

‘In March 1980 I was
taken prisoner by the Na-
tional Guard and was 20
days in detention, shut up
in a cell with no condmons
for basic life. I was cruelly
tortured. That was my first
real step as a trade leader. I
was set free as a result of a
strike in solidarity by three
factories. But once I came

forced to leave my home,
family and four children.

‘We know we are con-
fronting an enemy that is
extremely powerful and an
enemy that receives aid
from the United States.

‘But we know equally
that the workers of El
Salvador are not alone.
We will carry on and with
the solidarity that is given
us by workers of the world
we will win’.

This stirring message
of defiance and hope was
echoed. by Rosa who has
also  experienced the
repression. ‘The general
secretary of my union was
kidnapped, 13 days after,

"he was found decapltated

and cruelly killed.

‘After this I was
followed a lot and they in-
tended to kill me as well.

out of the country and I
had to leave behind my
children.

‘Because of this repres-
sion we are asking that this
government in Britain
does not send observers to
the Salvador elections.
This will make legitimate
the fraud perpetrated in El
Salvador. We ask you to
send letters to Reagan
demanding that the US get
their bases out of Hon-
duras and leave El
Salvador to decide its own
future.

‘We will go back and
be able to tell our people
about the wonderful

solidarity you have given.
We. know that with the
help of people throughout
the world who love world
peace we will win.’

Scargill speaks at solidarity rally

Photo: GM COOKSON



News

HAVE any of you stop-
ped to think just why the
clergy decided to change
their line on letting Steve
Rigby get married in
Church? '
Because Steve s
disabled and confined to
a wheelchair, he and his

fiancee were banned
from marrying in the
local church. Why?

Because Steve is paralys-
ed from the waist down.
Say no more.

What followed was a
deluge of publicity as the
concerned campaigning
conservative press took
up the ban and exposed it
as being very un-British
and not nice. ‘Ahal’
vou’re thinking. It must
have been the press
coverage that embarrass-
ed God’s representatives
on earth. But that’s not
the answer.

A change of line

Here’s a clue. A
Bishop overruled his
fellow men of God after

hearing ‘medical
evidence’. .
‘Medical evidence’

covers a multitude of
sins, but we can only
guess that a kindly doc-
tor took pity on the ig-
norant priests and in-
formed them of the
wonders of modern
science in relation to ar-
tificial insemination.

There are only two
conclusions to be drawn
from this farce. One is
that religion is not a prin-
cipled question.

The second is that
marriage is no more
about loving, honouring
and obeying than the
Tory party. It’s about
reproducing wage slaves.
And if you can’t do that,
don’t bother to apply!

SOCIALIST ACTION
contacted its favourite
KGB colonel to find out
what the Russians think
about the Tories ban on
trade unionism at the
Cheltenham spy-centre.

She told us: ‘We are
not very keen on our
agents getting mixed up
with trade unions and we
certainly don’t want
them going to left
caucuses and meeting a

MR MATTHEW PAR-
RIS is one of those Tory
MPs who is worried that
people on social security
get paid too much so they
don’t go out looking for
work.

Followed by a World
in Action camera he set
off to live in a Newcastle
flat on £26.80 a week.
This was going to be the
-great lesson for all those
feckless people scroung-
ing away on the state and
throwing their money
away on unecessary
things like food and
heating.

And I did see his
point on how to save

IT'S NOT just Mrs That-
cher's lad that gets lost.
David Owen and Roy
Jeakins got back to the
House of Commons
after a late dinner party
and joined the lobby of
Laboar MPs voting
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Up for sale?

load of Trots. Burgess
and MacLean were never
active in the unions. In
fact, they never joined
one but they did a very
good job for us.’

She said she was
pleased that a number of
people had accepted the
government’s £1000 cash
payment to leave the
unions because ‘this
makes it easier for us to
find out who is up for
sale’,

Tory scrounger

money. On Sunday night
he went to a local club
for a few beers. Then
came the object lesson on
how to survive. He let
one person pay his ad-
mission and then for
three hours he never
stuck his hand in his
pocket once to buy the
ale.

So all you lot living
on the SS need do is find
some kind person to keep
you in fags and booze
and then you’ll get by
just like Mr Parris.

Unfortunately they
don’t supply these kind
benefactors at the
DHSS.

Two lost lads

against the government’s
EEC policy whilst their
colleagues were in the
right lobby with the
Tories.

Is Dr Owen getting
foad of claret?

Act now to
abortion rights

THE NATIONAL Abortion Campaign has made an
urgent appeal for action to defend abortion rights.
Anti-abortionists have 22 Members of Parliament
fronting renewed attempts to limit abortion.

Past efforts to restrict abortion through new
laws have failed and now they are looking to existing
legislation — the Infant Life Preservation Act of

1929.

Led by Sir Bernard
Braine, the MPs have tabl-
ed a Commons motion
demanding  that.  the
government circulate all
maternity hospitals to im-
plement this law, which
makes illegal abortion of a
foetus which can be born
alive.

Doctors  performing
abortion after 20 weeks
could face the intimidation
of the doctor who was
dragged through the
courts last year on a charge
of murder.

The anti-abortionists

hope to strike terror into

women seeking abortion
and doctors who perform
it and at the same time aid
anti-abortion doctors and
consultants. Recent press
scares about late abortion
make the anti-
abortionists’ job easier.

In reality, 98.5 per cent
of abortions take place
before the 20th week. Only

0.1 per cent of abortions
are performed after the

25th  week. But anti-
abortion consultants and
doctors  hide  behind
‘viability’ scares and use
delaying tactics in the hope
that women will drop the
idea of abortion.

By Celia Pugh

A report published
earlier this month by the
Royal College of Obstetri-
cians and Gynaecologists
shows that there are
serious delays of eight
weeks or more between be-
ing referred to a doctor
and having the operation.

One in five women
having the operation bet-
ween 20 and 23 weeks had
been referred by doctors
before the 12th week. For-

ty per cent of women hav-

ing an abortion at 15to 16
weeks had seen a doctor
well before the 12th week.
Administratvie and
deliberate delays caused by
anti-abortion consultants

and cuts in the NHS forced
these women to have late
abortions. Countless
others just give up trying,
weighted down by con-
sultants’ prejudice and the
uncertainty caused by
delay.

Young women get the
worse deal with. women
under 20 making up more
than 40 per cent of late

abortions and 50 per cent .

of abortions after 25
weeks.

Promotion of the In-
fant Life Preservation Act
will intimidate women and
encourage anti-abortion
consultants to delay things
further.

The National Abortion
Campaign is counter-
attacking with the demand
for no legal and medical
restrictions on a woman'’s
right and access to abor-
tion. A conference in Lon-
don on 25 February will
discuss the issues and
prepare the fightback.

® Abortion rights and
facilities — what future?
University of London
Union, Malet Street, Lon-
don WCI. .

25 February, 10am-
Spm. Information from
NAC, 47 Waldrum Park
Rd, London SE23.

Southwark socia

expose police rai

o ——

ON 27 OCTOBER last year the Southwark Labour
council organised a police raid on The Hollies

- children’s home, evicting the children and staff and

vandalising the buildings. This extraordinary event
which happened at the height of the residential
social workers strike, was exposed last week in a
special report produced by Southwark NALGO.
Sixty workers from The Hollies complex are still be-
ing given no work by the council.

The incidents at The
Hollies occurred against
the background of increas-
ing bitterness in last year’s
residential social workers
strike. Between September
and December 25,000
social workers were in
dispute with local authori-
ty employers, demanding
the settlement of a five-
year dispute for higher pay
and ‘unsocial hours’
payments.

They faced an intran-
sigent employers associa-
tion and vicious attacks
from local councils, in-
cluding many Labour
councils. But they also fac-
ed the problem of lack of
coordination and leader-
ship from their union
NALGO, which left many
workers on strike and
others working normally.

NALGO also failed to
mobilise the might of its
800,000-strong member-

ship, with the inevitable
result of defeat, victimisa-
tion and eventual
demoralisation.

The military-style raid
on The Hollies complex
occurred when Southwark
social workers decided to
work only their statutory
35-hour week, thus leaving
some evenings and

weekends not covered by
social workers. The
children were given in-
structions about where to
find social workers on site
if nceded (many of the
children were in fact in
their teens).

By Paul Lawson

On the morning of 27 .

October the Southwark
Labour group met and
decided to close the
homes, where over 60
children lived.

Having failed to per-
suade many of the children
to leave the council called
in the Instant Response
Unit (SPG) who at 10pm
attacked the premises,
dragging children away,
smashing down doors,
removing social workers
from the site. A 15-year
old girl was assaulted by
up to a dozen council of-
ficials during the fracas,
while many children fled
from the site.

At 4am the next morn-
ing council vans arrived
and began removing
carpets and other effects
from the site and ripping
out fire alarms. During the
whole operation many per-

sonal belongings were
damaged or lost. The
homes were made
uninhabitable.

The children at The
Hollies were all orphans or
from ‘broken’ homes.
Many of them had lived at
the complex together for
more than eight years.
Now they have been
dispersed. When one child
asked a policeman what
right he had to throw her
out of her home, he replied
‘because you are
Southwark property’.

Residential social workers picket negotiations

It is clear that the raid
on The Hollies was plann-
ed well in advance. The
Labour council took™ ad-
vantage of the dispute to
carry out their long term
plans to close down The
Hollies, using gestapo-
style tactics.

Few Labour councils
come out of the residential

social workers strike with

any credit. Most of them
acted like any other
emplover, faced with an
insubordinate workforce.
Even in ‘left’ Labour
councils, the social
workers’ claim was de-

Women march for abortion rights

workers

defend

1

nounced as excessive and

unreasonable.

Faced  with rate-
capping and the all-qut of-
fensive of the ories
against local government,
only a fight back in
alliance  with  council

workers’ unions is going to
win.

Unfortunately only too
many council workers face
Labour councils as ‘tough’
emplovers, not allies. The
whole labour movement
needs an answer from
Southwark Labour coun-
cil about its inhuman and
anti-working class actions.

Photo: ANGELA PHILLIPS (IFL)

Photo: NALGO NEWS
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" Ford:

Dagenham workers leave mass meeting.

Stand-off

on jobs fight

SEVENTEEN THOUSAND Ford Dagenham
workers have voted to suspend their strike action
against the closure of the Thames foundry-and the
consequent loss of 2000 jobs.

This decision was taken at a mass meeting of
about 8000 workers on Sunday 29 January which
mandated union officials to talk with the company
on 22 February about the future of Ford UK’s
manufacturing activities. The meeting also agreed to
re-impose strike action if the foundry closure is not

withdrawn at those talks.

Chief union negotiator
Ron Todd told the mass
meeting, ‘If the 22
February meeting doesn’t
discuss the foundry as well
as the future of the whole
of Ford UK it will have
been a failure. .

‘We will be coming

back to you, the members,
to say that now is the time
to fight for your jobs’.
Despite  Todd’s fine
words, the decisions of the
mass meeting are a step
back from confrontation
with Ford and give the
union officials greater
control over the course of
events. -
In gaining this control,
the officials have been able
to utilise the hesitancy of
sections of the Dagenham
workforce about strike ac-
tion, particularly in the
assembly plant. These
workers have seen 8000
jobs disappear in the last
four years with little or no
union opposition.

They have also been
transferred from plant to
plant as the foundry and
engine plants have been
rundown. Yet it wasn’t un-
til the morning of Sun-
day’s mass meeting that
the majority of workers
received a national joint

union leaflet called The
Need to Strike.

By Mick Drake
(Ford Dagenham)

This explains how the
foundry closure fits into
the general rundown of
Dagenham and Ford UK
and threatens their own
jobs. Most immediately,
half the engine plant’s
3500 workforce is
threatened by the loss of
the OHC — overhead
camshaft — replacement
engine to Germany, the
press shop could be reduc-
ed to three stamping lines
compared with twelve at
present and the wheel
plant and group tooling
operations look destined
to go abroad.

These  developments
would put the future of
Ford plants in Croydon,
Langley, Leamington and

Woolwich at risk. This is -

why convenors pushed
union officials intck¢alling

national strike  action
against the foundry
closure — a decision en-

dorsed by an eight to one
majority of  foundry
workers themselves.

-

Ron Todd

Ve

/

In the coming three
weeks these convenors,
backed by their shop
stewards committees, will
have to fight for control
over the dispute by setting
a firm date for strike ac-
tion if the 22 February
meeting proves futile.

In the plants we need
more national union and
shop stewards bulletins ex-
plaining why we should
strike, backed up by shop
and section meetings to
keep everyone informed
and win over the doubting
Toms.

Ford workers have the
power to stop the foundry
closure and win job securi-
ty for 17,000 at Dagenham

and 43,000 workers na-
tionally. Ford UK is the
company’s biggest source
of profits.

It is the £960 million
gold mine which has bailed
out its bankrupt American
parent in the past few
years. Its market leader-
ship in Britain is the back-
bone of Ford’s European
operations. And workers
here can stop the whole of
Ford Europe stone-dead
through strike action.

This is what we must
prepare for up to 22
February, while winning
support.  from  other
unions, workplaces and
the Labour Party to ensure
our success.

Photo: JOHN HARRIS

The most serious con-
spiracy charge, which
usually fails in political
cases because the prosecu-
tion goes over the top, was
dropped. Instead the main
charge was the ill-defined
‘affray’ (unlawful fighting
in public).

The court venue was
moved from Snaresbrook
in East London to the Old
Bailey. This may have ap-
peared a clampdown, in
fact it was the opposite. It
took place because
demonstrations  outside
the court were expected,
and the defence had ex-
amined the role of poten-
tial jurors at both courts.

Snaresbrook had only
a few Asian names, the
Bailey had five per cent.
The transfer forestalled a
defence application and
avoided public debate on
racially balanced juries.
The final jury had five
black people.

The defence campaign
mounted a picket outside
the court throughout the
trial. No arrests were at-
tempted. Even the large
demonstrations of school
students on the first day
passed without incident.

At the trial, the pro-
secution had their work
cut out. Their identifica-
tion evidence was tested;
their witnesses were grilled
and ridiculed in cross ex-
amination.

The judge allowed the
defence to use
‘background information’
on racial attacks and
police racism. Defence

Newham4:

Self defenceis
still no offence

TWO HUNDRED hours’ community service is all
the state got from the five-week trial of the Newham
8. The convicted four were sentenced to S0 hours
each when they appeared on 20 January. The con-
victions were a blow. But behind the results one can
see¢ how much trouble the authorities took to win the
case. This is a tribute not to the establishment’s
sense of justice, but the strength of the defence cam-
paign. The charges were altered before trial.

witnesses could speak
about their own ex-
perience. The general

secretary of the Sikh tem-

- ple was a key witness. He

described how he had dri-
ven attackers from his
shop by drawing his
ceremonial sword and,
when he reported the inci-
dent to the police, he was
almost charged with hav-
ing an offensive weapon.
He repeatedly described
police-community  rela-
tions as window dressing.

By Jeremy Hawthorn
(Peckham Labour Party)

Despite this, the four
defendants were con-
victed. But that wasn’t the
end. In passing sentence
the judge expressed con-
cern about racial attacks
on the Asian community.
No mention of police
racism, of course, but
neither did he praise police
devotion to duty. All this
was unusual.

The state could not af-
ford an outcry by goaling
the four. The judge of-
fered a ‘community service
order’ which requires the
defendant’s consent. It
was accepted with the
guarantee that the service .
would be for the benefit of
the Asian community. It is
unique for the defence to
put conditions on accep- .
ting a sentence. It was a

final mark of how careful
the authorities had to be.

quotes say 30?’

Prosecution witnesses were grilled and ridiculed:
‘Why do you now say it was 100 Asians, when your
‘I was dazed when I wrote my notes.’

‘This statement is dated two months later. Were
you dazed when you wrote that?’

Self defence is no offence

Taking the case as a
whole, one can draw the
following conclusions.

® Having lost in Brad-
ford the state was
desperate to reestablish the
principle that communities
should not defend
themselves. It succeeded,
charging affray rather
than conspiracy. The legal
definition of justifiable
self-defence is still too nar-
row to be relied on.

@ Defence campaigns are
essential. The state would
never have made so many
concessions  without a
defence campaign firmly
based in the community.
Nor could the defence
have made headway
without the evidence on
National Front and police
harassment. The cam-
paign transformed the
Newham 8 case into a na-
tional issue, despite a vir-
tually silent press.

@ Racial stereotypes mus:
go. The view that only
West Indians complain
about police treatment
while Asians are generally
passive is still widespread.
even in the muck-
acclaimed Police Studies
Institute report on police
racism. Newham 8 has
shown this is a myth.

® Struggles must be link-
ed. The court picket had
regular support from other
campaigns. ‘Newham 8.
Colin Roach — one strug-
gle one fight’ was one of
the main chants. The cam-
paign against the Police
Bill is an example of this
kind of solidarity, drawing
together a wide range of
groups in struggle, up to
and including the Labour
Party left.

® Lastly and most im-
pressively, the eight defen-
dants showed an im-
pressive degree of solidari-
ty. They weren’t prepared
to run individual defences;
they did not apologise for
what they had done. Im-
mediately afterwards they
said if the need arises they
will do the same again.
They will deserve our sup-
port then too.




A MARPLAN poll in last
Friday’s Guardian reaf-
firmed Labour’s new gain
in popularity. 34 per cent
of the sample said they’d
be voting Labour in a
general election, com-
pared to 38 per cent Tory.
Labour has cut the Tories’
lead by 10 per cent since
the general election.

Despite the poll, last
‘week’s New Whittington
by-election in the Chester-
field constituency saw a
Liberal returned for the
first time in 25 years. In a
- high poll — 54 per cent
r compared to the usual 30
per cent — the Liberal won
with 44 per cent of the
b vote, Labour had 39 per

cent and the Tories 16 per
cent.

The Liberal gained 19
per cent from the Tories,
and 26 per cent from
Labour, compared to last
vear's council results. The
. New  Whittington result

shows the type of anti-
Labour coalition the

Chesterfield: fight
for Labour victory!

media is trying to put
together for Chesterfield.

The Tories don’t stand
a chance of defeating
Labour in the by-election.
But a unified anti-Labour
vote, with a collapse of the
Tory poll, could let the
Alliance in.

By Carol Turner

With speculation that
early March is the likely
date for Chesterfield’s
parliamentary by-election,
Labour 1s gearing up for
this crucial campaign.
Labour chairperson Eric
Heffer has already spoken
at an early public meeting;
and Neil Kinnock and Roy
Hattersley, together with
many of the shadow
cabinet and prominent
trade union leaders, will be
speaking in support of
candidaté Tony Benn at
the 17 public' meetings
already planned.

The Labour leadership
must figure prominently in

coming!

Chesterfield. A Labour
Party united around its
candidate will be an im-
portant factor in the first
by-election  since  the
Tories came to power last
June. Anything less opens
the door to a Bermondsey-
style smear campaign by
the media, to drive
waverers into the arms of
the Alliance.

The campaign is off to
an active start. Mass can-
vassing and leafletting
have been organised for
weekends. And Labour’s
committee rooms (Miners’
Headquarters, Saltergate,
Chesterfield) are open
from 9am to 9pm each

day.

Offers of help should
be made to agent Peter
Coleman, Labour’s full-
time regional organiser for
the East Midlands. He is
‘presently based in Chester-
field, and can be obtained
at the above address or by
phoning Chesterfield
78596.
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By Anne Kane (Glasgow Women for Peace)

HAVING lost the propaganda war over the last
year, the Tories are stepping up the police and court
attacks on the Greenham peace women. Last Mon-
day four more women from the camp were sent to
jail. Twelve other women were fined up to £50 for
criminal damage, resulting from the invasion of the
camp at last December’s ‘Sound around Greenham’.

The court actions are
just the tip of the iceberg
of the attack on the peace
women. Recently para-
troopers at the base at-
tacked women with elec-
tric cattle prods and broke
women’s fingers. New-
bury council has employed
two ex-bailiffs on huge
salaries on the peace
camp, to whom the police
turn a blind eye. They are

- increasingly making life at
the camp virtually im-
possible. The troops and
police guarding the base
make a point of shining
search lights and making a
clamour all night to make
sleep impossible.

The same pattern of at-
tacks and harassment is
being repeated around the
country.

At a 500-strong demo
at the Holy Loch on 21
January, 27 of the women
demonstrators were ar-
rested, many viciously
treated and tgree refused
bail for five days.

In Leeds, two women
arrested at a peace
demonstration seem likely
to be sent to jail for eigh-
teen months. Up and
down the country women
arrested at peace
demonstrations are being
refused jury trials so that
the law can deal with them
harshly.

There is now an urgent
need to launch an all-out
defence of Greenham and
the peace women national-
ly. It seems certain that the
decision has been taken to

close down the Greenham
camp. If this happens then
the whole peace movement
and the labour movement
must immediately respond
with demonstrations to re-
establish the camps.

Task

In the last few months,
while the CND leadership
has been putting the em-
phasis on a negotiated
‘freeze’ — despite the
CND conference vote
against it — the Greenham
women have got on with
the job of fighting for
unilateralism and to
remove the missiles.

The setting up of 102
peace camps in support of
the women’s move in tak-
ing Reagan to court in the
US, and the huge turnout
of 40,000 women at
Greenham on 11
December, shows the im-
mense support for the
peace women that now ex-
1sts.

Sound around Greenham demonstration

This support must now
be mobilised to prevent the
legal assault and physical
harassment of the women
being successful.

® If you want to send
donations for fines of
women arrested make che-
ques payable to
‘Greenham Women

(Fines)’ and send to 79,

Petherton Road, London
N5. Greenham Women
Against Cruise plan to
take action around the
emergency service routes on
29 February. Ring 01-251
8046 for further details.

A national conference
of Greenham Women in
Newcastle last weekend
decided to call for a week
of regional women’s ac-
tions around 24 May, In-
ternational Women’s Day
for Disarmament. Nor-
thern women are already
planning to meet to discuss
this on 3 March. Ring
Doreen Ward on Leeds
868489 for further details.
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