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No British complicity

30p

THE UNITED STATES’ invasion of Grenada is
an act of international gangsterism. Reagan wants
the US military to be the ‘cops of the world’ —
smashing down on working people anywhere who
raise their voices against oppression and exploita-

tion.

Now in Grenada the US troops are carrying out
a ruthless purge. All supporters of the New Jewel
Movement are being rounded up and imprisoned.

The first priority is to get the US troops out, and to en-
sure the release of Howard Austin, Bernard Coard and all

other supporters of the NJM.

The imprisoned leaders are being thoroughly ‘ques-
tioned’ — and from Vietnam we know what that means: they

are being tortured.

The next step will be to set
up a puppet government loyal
to the US and eventually to
replace the US troops with a
Commonwealth force. Neither
a Commonwealth force nor a
government under the Gover-
nor General Paul Scoon will

MODERN

We welcome the American
invasion — what else can I
say in the circumstances ...?

amount to self-determination
for the Grenadian people.

The labour movement must
fight against any British in-
volvement in these sordid
plans. Self determination
means no foreign troops, and
the right of the Grenadian peo-
ple to choose their own form of
government.

Thatcher has been trying to
distance the British government

from the invasion, but the
Tories are up to their necks in
this business. They knew for
months about US contingency
plans. They knew several days
before the invasion that it was
going ahead, but they failed to
tell an independent
monwealth country of impen
ding attack.

Escalation

The Tories have par
ticipated fully in Reagan’s anti
communist crusade, aime
directly at Grenada, Cuba an
revolutionary Nicaragua. And

they are participating fully in _

the US nuclear escalation i
Europe. Thatcher shares th
guilt for this appalling act of
aggression.

Now in Britain we have t
build a mass movement o
solidarity with the people o
Grenada, and in solidarity wit
the people of Nicaragu

threatened with a similar US- "

backed invasion.

Com- |

RONALD REAGAN
and his buddies have
told an extraordinary
string of vicious lies
about Grenada —
most of them faithfully
relayed by the media.
Here are a few of
them.

LIE ONE: ‘The US invaded to
safeguard the lives of its
citizens'.

But arrangements had
been made for the evacuation
of any US citizens who wanted
to go. The Principal of the US
medical school was instructed
by the Stai;e Department to

P s
Reagan’s lies

say that the lives of his
students were in danger. In
fact they were only put in
danger when the Americans
invaded.

LIE TWO: The US decided to

intervene after ‘leftist thugs’
took power.

In fact the United States
had been planning an invasion
since 1980 against the
go_vernment of Maurice

ishop, for whom they are
now crying crocodile tears.
The IA attempted to
assassinate Bishop by a bomb
explosion at a rally in 1981.

LIE THREE: Grenada was

being turned into a
Cuban/Soviet military base.
The icans now con-

HANDS OFF GRENADA!

NATIONAL DEMONSTRATION
Saturday 5 November
12.30pm, Speakers Corner Hyde
Park for march via US Embassy to
Trafalgar Square

cede that their figures for the

number of Cuban workers on:

the island was grossly inflated
— there were about 800 and
not the 1100 they originally
talked about. were
more Americans in Grenada
than Cubans!

LIE FOUR: The airport was a
‘secret’ military installation.
The airport, which US
students went runni on
every morning, was r%ther

secret nor military. The Cuban
‘construction workers were
supervised by engineers from
the British company Plessey.
The EEC funded the airport to
aid Grenada’ tourism.

LIE FIVE: The Grenadian
people were repressed by ‘dic-
tatorship’ for four years.

This is the really big lie.
The New Jewel government
which raplaeed the maniac
dictator Gairy, raised the liv-

Called by the New Jewel Movement
All Socialist Action supporters shouid attend

for a boycott of the 1984
¥| Olympics in Los Angeles

THE Australian
Amalgamated Metal,
Foundry and  Ship-

wrights Union has called

in protest at the invasion
of Grenada.
Pass it on!
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- ing standards of ordinary

Grenadians and organised
free medical aid and educa-
tion. Bishop's government
was immensely popular, and
organised mass organisati

of popular participation.
THESE ARE just a few of
the lies which your televi-
sion screens are bringing
you. Socialist Action will
nail more of them in the
weeks to come.



Grenada for
the Grenadians

PROGRESSIVE OPINION everywhere has
been outraged by the brutal and cynical
invasion of Grenada by the US government
and their Caribbean puppets. The heroic
resistance of the Grenadian militia and Cuban
workers on the island has shown that, what-
ever the terrible blows to the revolution, the
Grenadian people have decided that their af-
fairs are their own to decide and no one
else’s.

That spirit — to make the USA pay a
heavy price for its crimes — must be matched «
in the building of solidarity in this country
and internationally.

The whole world has now been alerted to the
logic of the remilitarisation drive of US im-

ialism — to smash the struggle of the workers
and peasants of the third world to throw off the
yoke of imperialism. Reagan is using the invasion
of Grenada to test world opinion for further
adventures — in the Middle East and Central
America.

All the western European government’s have
protested against the invasion. They know that the
events fuel further the growth of anti-militarist
feeling in their own countries, particularly after
the massive demonstrations against the missiles
last weekend. The only exception to this is the
cowardly and perfidious role of the Thatcher
government.

Puppet

But even the Tories own ranks are rebelling at
the idea that the British state should take the
political consequences of the invasion through the
installation of a puppet government by the British
monarchy. And while Denis Healey has correctly
denounced the US invasion he has not disassoc-
iated himself from the idea that Britain should,
through the Commonwealth, police the island
after the departure of the US invaders.

There is nothing more progressive about
British imperialism policing Grenada than US
marines. Only the Grenadian people can decide
their future.

The events of Wednesday 19 October when
Maurice Bishop and a major section of the leader-
ship of the New Jewel Movement were
assassinated along with unarmed civilians have™
been used to justify the invasion. But the USA
have contributed to the bloodshed, not halted it.

Revolution

The initial excuse of the US that it was in-
tervening to restore law and order was known to be
a lie by the Caribbean peoples who had witnessed
the mock invasions carried out by the Pentagon in
the period when Maurice Bishop and the Peoples
Revolutionary Government were in power.

The media have been surprised that the
Grenadian people through their militia and in
afliance with Cuban military engineers have fought
so determinedly after the heavy blow suffered to
their revolution. This is because in the years since
the overthrow of Gairy the PRG had fought with
the people of Grenada to overcome the dire social
and economic problems imposed on the istand by
imperialism. Now imperialism has returned on a
tide of flame and blood.

Aggression

Our job now is to make the US pay the heaviest
price possible for the invasion of Grenada; to warn
the whole labour movement of the further acts of
American aggression being planned against
Nicaragua and in the Middle East; to oppose
British collaboration in the US intervention —

particul inst the establishment of a puppet
regime by the British-state.
We must also continue our fight against the

imstallation of cruise missiles in this country. US
mmperialism must be attacked on every flank in
erder to weaken its capacity to crush revolutions.
Owt of the struggle of the Grenadian people a mass

i-i ialist movement opposing imperialist in-
serveation in Central America and elsewhere can
be born which can link itself to the fight of the col-
enial peoples and particularly the heroic resistance
of the Greaadian people.

By John Ross

‘A MADMAN IS loose armed with aircraft carriers,
nuclear bombs, and cruise missiles.” That was the
reaction of hundreds of thousands of people when

USA and Britain—

Special

relationship:

they heard of Reagan’s invasion of Grenada.

Sir Geoffrey Howe of
course had quite a dif-
ferent term for it in the
House of Commons. He
said the attack on the US
invasion by Denis Healey
and others was ‘pandering
to anti-American sen-
timent’. Howe was right in
his charge. But Denis
Healey was merely respon-
ding to growing sentiment
against the United States
in the world and not
creating it.

What is the nature of
this  ‘anti-Americanism’
that Howe is worried
about and which has in-

their position to the
American people.

The ‘anti-
Americanism’ which is
growing up and which
worries Howe 1is the
realisation of the real
nature of US government
foreign policy, and the real

. nature of the United States

military alliances. For
Grenada, like the cruise
missiles, takes the lid off
what is really taking place
on a world scale. Grenada
is today’s most urgent task
of solidarity. But it is only
the most glaring and open
example of what United

‘I expect she wanted to invade it first’

deed been growing in the

last ten to fifteen years?
The  ‘anti-American

sentiment’ Howe refers to

. has got nothing to do with

opposition to the
American people. No one
who has fought against
‘United States policy in the
world today has shovn
any hostility whatever to
the people of the United
States.

The Vietnamese
throughout the twenty
years they were fighting
against the US invasion of
their country, relied on the
people of the United States
to help get the American
army out of their country.
The FMLN guerillas
fighting the US-backed
military dictatorship in El
Salvador take every op-
portunity to go into the
United States to explain

>

States foreign policy is
about.

In Lebanon the bomb
explosion in Beirut also
brought home to many
people what is the real
situation in that country.
The American, French,
British and Italian troops
have nothing to do with
being a ‘peace keeping
force’. They are there sole-
ly to prop up the rotten
regime of Amin Gemayel.
That government is oppos-
ed by the majority of the
Lebanese people. Its sup-
porters organised the
bloody massacres of the
Palestinians at Sabra and
Shatila refugee camps. It
would be overthrown
tomorrow if it wasn’t for
the presence of the US
fleet off the shores of
Lebanon.

mass murder

e United States 1s
not in Lebanon to ‘keep
the peace’. It is there simp-
ly to prop up a regime it
hopes will do a deal with
its Israeli allies.

In Central America it is
exactly the same story.
The junta in El Salvador,
financed and armed by the
United States, slaughtered
30,000 people last year. It
will kill as many again this
year. Why this brutality
and ‘violation of human
rights’? Because the El

‘Salvadorean junta is hated

by the population it rules
over and would be over-

- thrown within 24 hours if

the United States did not
prop it up.

In  Nicaragua the
United States openly
finances the ‘contras’
carrying out armed actions
against the FSLN govern-
ment. What is the FSLN’s
crime in the eyes of the
United States govern-
ment? It taught the ma-
jority of the Nicaraguan
population to read and
write. It has spread doc-
tors throughout the coun-
try. It gave land to people
who needed it and fac-
tories to those who worked
them. There is no doubt
those really are crimes
against -humanity accor-
ding to US imperialism.

And who are the forces
the United States govern-
ment is supporting against
the FSLN? They are the
remnants of Somoza’s
National Guard. The
National Guard that raped
13 year olds in front of
their parents, poured
petrol over them and burn-
ed them alive. The Na-
tional Guard that locked
people in houses and burnt
them down. The National
Guard that bombed and
burned the slums of
Managua right up to the

very last moments before
Somoza fell.

The regimes that the
United States supports
throughout the world to-
day are invariably the
dregs of the earth. Dozens
of secret police forces and
petty Gestapos bear the
badge ‘Made in the USA’.
That is the base of the
growing ‘anti-American-
ism’ Howe referred to.

Howe is worried about
it for a very good reason.
The British government
has got its hand in the
same till as the United
States. It is in the same
camp as the South African
racists, the Lebanese
Phalange and the EI
Salvadorean military jun-
ta. These are Thatcher’s
global mates. Rising op-
position to the United
States isn’t going to stop

there. For Britain has
plenty of its own
‘Grenadas’.

The first will be sup-
porting and forming
whatever puppet govern-
ment is set up in Grenada
itself — for the British
government is up to its
neck in what is happening
in the Caribbean today.
The second is the con-
tinued British military occ-
upation of the Malvinas

(Falklands). The third is
the British partition of
Ireland. Anyone who
starts digging in the sordid
dustbin of US foreign
policy will soon find plenty
of rotten British apples
there. That’s why Howe
doesn’t want anybody to
even start looking.

For Grenada, like
cruise, poses the most fun-
damental of all Britain’s
choices in international
politics that the developing
debate in the Labour Party
on a ‘non-aligned’ foreign
policy is not going to be
able to avoid.

The core of British
foreign policy today is the
alliance with the United
States. It is the American
military bases. It is the
continued British involve-
ment in dirty policies in
Grenada, Lebanon, Cen- .
tral America and the rest
of the world. There is no
‘non-alignment’ whatever
while Britain remains in
NATO and all that goes
with it.

_ The only other choice
is to get out of NATO; get
the American bases out of
Britain; to get the nuclear
weapons out of Europe
and to support the people
who are fighting against
the United States in°
Grenada.

The link people made
in their minds between
Grenada and cruise was a
correct one. It reflects the
real choices in world
politics today.

‘President Reagan doesn’t like your
choice of eight gramaphone records’.
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Battle for
(GGrenada

THE FIGHT for Grenada was no push over for the
US troops. Their arrogant commanders, who ex-
pected a 24-hour walk over against the tiny People’s
Revolutionary Army and the People’s Militia got a
rude shock. In particular, the Cuban construction
workers and military advisors played an heroic role

in the battle.

The invasion started at
5.40am last Tuesday
morning. The first attacks
came on the two airports
— at Port Salines and at
Pearls airport in the north
of the country. At the
same time there were air
attacks on Fort Frederick,
the main army barracks,
and on the capital St.
George’s.

Early in the morning a
US helicopter was shot
down in St. George’s-har-
bour — one of the three

US helicopters shot down -

on the first day of the inva-
sion.

The attack on the
Cuban construction
workers at Port Salines
was particularly brutal.
While they slept their
wooden huts were attack-
ed by six helicopter gun-
ships. Each of the workers
had been issued with a rifle
and 700 rounds of

ammunition before the in-
vasion — and they fought
back undaunted by the
casualties they had taken
in the first assault.

By Paul Lawson

Throughout Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday
fighting continued in and
around St. George’s.
While American marines
tried to fight their way
from the Port Salines
bridgehead towards the
capital, meeting fierce
resistance by the PRA and
Cubans all the way, troops
parachuted in to the north
and east of St. George’s
tried to fight their way
south. For three days the
capital was bombarded by
American jet fighters and
helicopter gunships.

Savage fighting took
place around Richmond

300 condemn

invasion

Chris Palmer,

El Salvador Solidarity Campaign

West Midlands (secretary)

A CROWD of 300
demonstrations march-
ed through the busy
streets of Birmingham
at 5.30 last Thursday,
to protest the imper-

ialist invasion of
Grenada.
The demonstration,

hastily coordinated by the
El Salvador Solidarity
Campaign with the sup-
port of a series of Afro-
Caribbean organisations,
was preceded by a short
rally.

Speakers,
Paul Mackney, Trades
Council President, Albert
Bore, city councillor, and
Phillip Murphy from the

including

Afro-Caribbean resource
centre, condemned the in-
vasion before the demon-
stration moved off around
the streets to the chanting
of ‘Reagan, Thatcher,
Hands off Grenada.
Troops Out Now.’

A message of support
was also received from
Clare Short, Labour MP
for Birmingham Lady-
wood who was unable to
attend.

Later the same even-
ing, a packed room at
Digbeth Civic Hall heard
Delia Smallman, an inter-
nationalist worker recently
returned from Grenada,
explain the revolution and
the implications of the in-
vasion.

Hands off Grenada

‘HANDS off Grenada!
Troops out now!’ was
the cry from over two
hundred demonstrators
in  Manchester last
Wednesday night.

A town-centre rally
organised by NICA gave
Carol Davis of the NJM a
standing ovation as she de-
nounced the US invasion.

‘Reagan says he was in-
vited to invade by other
governments in the region.
If he was to be asked by all
the countries of black
Africa to invade South
Africa to crush apartheid
would he do it?’, she said
to loud applause.

Speakers from Greater
Manchester CND and
Manchester City Labour
Party slammed the inva-
sion and along with Jaime
Lopez, representative of
the El Salvadorean FDR,
drew stark parallels with
Vietnam and dangers for

the rest of Central
America.
‘The Marines have

gone into the Caribbean to
find another Beirut, but
what they’ll get is anqher
Hanoi.’ '

® For more information
contact Manchester
NICA, 300 Oxford Road,
Manchester.
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Richmond

Hill

' Medical
Coliege

Hill and Medical College
no 2 campus on the out-
skirts of St. George’s
before the US troops could
fight their way into the
capital.

On Thursday and Fri-
day hand-to-hand fighting
went on in St. George’s,
with PRA fighters block-
ing narrow streets with ar-
moured cars — and in turn
being attacked with the
murderous helicopter gun-
ships.

During the first three
days of the invasion
fighting continued along
the main road from Pearls
Airport  which  passes
through the hills in the
centre of the island.

By Saturday there were
more than 6000 US troops
on the island — three times
the total numer of the
PRA. As Fort Frederick
and the capital were taken,
resistance fighters moved
both into the hills in the
centre of the island and
towards the south coast —
General Howard Austin
was believed to be with the
second group.

The Cuban construc-
tion workers put up their
last stand at Calivigny
three miles from Port
Salines. They fought until
only six were left alive —
against repeated air at-

Victoria
5 Miles

Pearis=7
Anrport/

A

Scattered fighting
along road from
airport

=SS

tacks by Corsair A-7 jets.

By Sunday reports
were coming through of
the capture of New Jewel
Movement leaders Austin
and Coard. US troops were
conducting  wide-spread.
identity checks to hunt
supporters of the New
Jewel Movement. Without-
a doubt the American in-
tention is to crush the
NJIM for years to come.

In addition to the de-
mand for the withdrawal
of the US troops, the
solidarity movement must
demand the release of all
supporters of the NJM. In
particular, Amnesty Inter-
national must be pressuris-
ed into taking up this cam-
paign.

At the time of writing the
resistance has still not been

totally defeated. At least -

some Cuban advisors are
thought to be with units of
hhﬁ PRA in the central
ills.

Whatever the im-
mediate outcome, the
Cuban workers and ad-
visors and the People’s
Revolutionary Army have
written a glorious page in
the history of the interna-
tional workers movement.
They have shown that even
a tiny island can resist im-
perialism and they have
vividly demonstrated to

imperialism the cost of an
attack on Cuba or
Nicaragua. And they have
laid the basis for
ing the New Jewel
ment and preparing for the
political struggle ahead.

Hands Off Grenada!

Solidarity events

London: National
demonstration: Sat 5 Nov,
12.30pm, Hyde Park.
Hackney public meeting
organised by Hackney Nth
& Sth Labour Parties: Wed
2 Nov, 7.30pm, Stoke
Newington Town Hall.
Hounslow forum
organised by Socialist
Action supporters: Thur 3
Nov, 7.30pm, Old Town
Hall, Treaty Road.
Birmingham: forum
organised by Socialist
Action supporters: Wed 2
Nov, 7.30pm,
Birmingham’s Other

‘Bookshop.

Rally organised by
ELSSOC: Thur 3 Nov,
5pm, Chamberlain Square.
Wakefield: public meeting
organised by ELSSOC &
Britain/Cuba Resourcg
Centre: Mon 7 Nov,
7.30pm, Wakefield Labour
Club, Vicarage Street.

(Many more events are
being organised up and
down the country —
contact your local Central
*America solidarity
camapigns for details).

Marines with sophisticated equipment took days to gain control

roup-
ove-

Invasion greeted
with world-wide
demonstrations

THE OUTRAGE provoked by Reagan’s invasion
of Grenada was expressed in demonstrations all
over the world. On Wednesday 26 October 5000
people organised by the Communist Party and the
French Trotskyist LCR demonstrated outside the
US embassy.

In Santo Domingo, itself the victim of the US
invasion in 1965, demonstrators clashed with
police in a large demonstration the day after the
invasion.

In the United States 4000 people demonstrated
outside the United Nations on 26 October. Smaller
actions of protest were held in many US towns, in-
cluding Berkeley, San Francisco, Chicago,
Boston, Washington, aneapolis Detroit and '
New Orleans.

In Mexico City 10,000 people demonstrated
last Wednesday, and at least 50,000 turned out last
Sunday.

US consulates in several Italian towns were the
targets of pickets last week, supported by the far
left organisations PDUP, Democratzia Proletaria,
the LCR and the Young Communists.

Edinburgh- Demo
condemns invasion

By Neil Cruickshank & Duncan Smith

ON SATURDAY 29 October there was an
emergency demo and rally in Edinburgh called by
the Edinburgh Latin American Solidarity Cam-
paign against the US invasion of Grenada.
Although the organisers only had four days to
mobilise, over 300 people from Edinburgh Labour
parties, trade unions and other political groups
plus contingents from Glasgow and Stirling,
assembled outside the US Consulate before mar-
ching to a rally in the city centre. The rally was ad-
dressed by Ron Brown MP, Alec Wood, leader of
Edinburgh council Labour group and Des Tierney
of Scottish Medical Aid for Nicaragua.
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Tariq Ali
expelled

HE NEW Labour Party NEC has expelled Tariq ,

Ali, the party’s best known black Marxist.
Tariq’s period of officially recognised member-

p was approved by the Labour Party national

LConference on the NEC’s recommendation, on the
asis of legal advice that the NEC could not prevent
Hornsey — Tariq’s party — recruiting him.

The NEC then took the
aordinary step of
ecognising his ‘recruit-
ent in order to expel him.

fThe NEC heard a short

gatement from Tariq but
fid not question him.
embers of the NEC who
anted to ask him ques-
ons were instructed not
o do so. Diana Minns,
ornsey Party secretary,
as not allowed to accom-

any Tariq into the
peeting.
Tariq explained that he

ad been a Party member
efore in the sixties, and
ad — like thousands of
pchers — left in disgust
pver the party’s support

for the Vietnam war. He

ad rejoined after the SDP

Beft, having himself left the
International
Group. He accepts the

Marxist

and objects of the
arty as laid down by the
ronstitution. .

The most alarming
feature of the discussion
that followed, after Tariq
had left, was the attitude
taken by Neil Kinnock and

the reason given for
Tariq’s expulsion. Jim
Mortimer, Party

secretary, spoke against
Tariq‘s expulsion. Unlike
the Militant, he said,
Tariq’s expulsion was a
question of ideology, since
he was not a member of
any organisation.

Ideas

For Neil Kinnock,
however, it was precisely
Tariq’s ideas that made
him ineligible: ‘We are a
parliamentary party, not a
revolutionary party’, he
said, in the keynote speech
of the discussion.

Neil Kinnock has now
introduced a new principle

of membership which
raises the stakes in the
witch hunt.

First, he has persuaded
the new NEC directly to
contradict the promise
given by Jim Mortimer
and Michael Foot to the
1982 conference of the

Labour Party, that no-one-

would be expelled from
the Labour Party for their
views.

Arbitrary

Secondly, Tariq has
been expelled for views
which contradict a
personal interpretation of
the Party’s aims by Neil
Kinnock.

In short, the basis for
his expulsion is totally ar-
bitrary. Nowhere in the
Party constitution does it
state that Tariq’s ideas are
incompatible with
membership; nowhere has
the Party ever taken this
decision.

Neil Kinnock’s aims
aﬁe quite clear: to reshape
the Labour party accor-
ding to his own narrow
political philosophy and
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Neil Kinnock

exclude, without discus-
sion those who disagree
with him.

Who fought the witch
hunt?

Against Tariq’s expulsion
were Jo Maynard, Jo
Richardson, Audrey Wise,

Tony Benn, David
Blunkett, Eric Heffer,
Steve Morgan, Dennis

Skinner and Tom Sawyer.

MORE THAN 100
nurses, porters and
other health workers
invaded a meeting of
the Oxford Health
Authority last week
which was to consider
orders to axe 77 jobs.
(see photo). Health
Administrators ~ had
refused a request to
hold the meeting in a
venue large enough to
take the public, and
had to abandon the
meeting to a later

" and

date.
Meanwhile, in the
. London Borough of

Hillingdon, Hayes Cot-
tage Hospital has been
occupied by the staff
since 25 October to pre-
vent closure.

An appeal from the
workers has been cir-

culated by the London &,

Health = Service Cam-
paign to trade unions
organisations
fighting the cuts to help
the occupation by raising
cash and sending
representatives to help

Invaion of the 'hea’lth workers

run the picket lines.

Staff at the nearby
Northwood and Pinner
Cottage Hospital have
also voted overwhelm-
ingly to occupy against
closure.

The appeal says: ‘Our
fight to preserve a decent
health service is your
fight as well. A victory
Jor Hillingdon will act as
an inspiration for every
other campaign. Both
NUPE and COHSE have
made the occupation of-

ficial — now it’s up to us
to keep the hospital
open. This is an action
we would like to see
repeated wherever cuts
have been proposed. Is it
possible in your area?’

o Hayes Cottage
Hospital Occupation
Committee, Hayes Cot-
tage Hospital, Grange
Road, Hayes, Middx

® London Health Ser-
vice. Campaign, 34
Dalston Lane, London

- 01-573 5593.
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Model resolutions
on the witch hunt

LABOUR Against the Witch hunt and the Cam-
paign for Labour Party Democracy have both sent

out model resolutions on the witch hunt for three
upcoming regional conferences.
Deadlines for motions to regional conferences as follows:

Resolutions
London 18 November 1983
Scotland 30 November
Southern 2 December 1983
LAW’s resolution

reads as follows:

“This Conference notes the
position taken by
Labour’s leaders and
General Secretary at the
1983 Party Conference
that there must be no witch
hunt and that the party
must concentrate on cam-
paigning for a Socialist
Britain.

‘Conference recognises
that CLPs can efficiently
and democratically con-
duct their own internal af-
fairs including disciplinary
matters.

‘Conference therefore
calls for the Regional Ex-
ecutive and the Regional
Officers to concentrate
their efforts on promoting
the Party’s policies and on
political education in the
party. Intervention on
matters of individual
members’ activities should
only follow a formal re-
quest from the Consti-
tuency Party of the
member concerned.’

CLPD’s model resolu-
tion, supported by LAW,
is on Manchester Wythen-
shawe and reads as
follows:

‘This annual meeting
expresses its deep concern
over the suspension of
Manchester Wythenshawe
CLP by the NEC follow-
ing an internal dispute. In
particular this Annual
Meeting regrets
(a) that the CLP was
suspended before the CLP
officers were given a
chance to state their case;
(b) that the section of the
1983 NEC report dealing
with the matter states only
the case against the CLP
officers;

Amendments

13 January 1984
30 January 1984
20 January 1984

(c) that the NEC enquiry
has still not beem com-
pleted five months after
the suspension, thus
depriving the CLP of the
right to take part in the
1983 Annual Conference
and to answer the one-
sided account given in the
NEC report.

‘This annual meeting
accepts the right of the
NEC to intervene in a CLP
where necessary, but con-
siders it essential for the
NEC to only do so with
due regard for natural
justice, and not to abuse
the powers which it has
been granted.

Other NEC decisions

® The NEC voted to
establish a new ‘campaign
committee’ with sweeping

powers comprising the
leader, deputy leader, six
NEC representatives, six
Shadow Cabinet. mem-
bers, four members of
Trade Unions for a
Labour Victory, one
member of the British
Labour Group and the
General Secretary.

The left believes this
committee will:bypass the
NEC, effectively becom-
ing a policy making body,
and proposed amend-
ments to ensure the new
body remained within the
NEC'’s control. This move
was defeated by 17-8,
Michael Meacher having
voted against.
® The NEC deferred a
proposal to establish a new
appeals committee to deal
with disciplinary matters.
® The NEC issued an ap-
peal to local boroughs to
refuse co-operation with
Jenkins in schemes to wind
up the Metropolitan
Boroughs.

26 November 1983

Camden Town Hall

Audrey Wise
Jo Richardson MP

phone (01)-802 1709.

LABOUR AGAINST
THE WITCH HUNT

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

Speakers include: Alf Homes, chair, Manchester
Wythenshawe Labour Party

Delegation (with affiliation) from CLPs, wards,
and all affiliated Labour Party sections, plus in-
dividual affiliates of LAW

Apply to: Keith Lichman, secretary, Labour Against
the Witch hunt, 11 Wilderton Road, London N16 or
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ew Bill for
the old bill

GOVERNMENT disinformation —

otherwise

known as telling lies to win an argument — is the
order of the day as Reagan and Thatcher limber up
to meet the challenge of policing in 1984.

Whether ‘policing’ Grenada or Britain the exer-
cise is the same: lie through your teeth and rely on
the media to report it as the objective truth. The
new, revamped, Police and Criminal Evidence Bill is

a case in point.
Published last week
along with the Bill was a
Briefing Guide from the
Home Office — 67 pages
of propaganda and distor-
tion which most of the
media have snuffled up
regurgitated  en-
thusiastically.

By Hilary Driver

The Bill has been
redrafted because of the
tremendous opposition to
the original version, which
united priests and the legal
and medical professsions with
civil and equal rights cam-
paigners. The new version
attempts to placate the
more influential sections
of the establishment
without ditching the meat
of the proposals.

Under the guise of
simplifying and regulating
police powers the Bill
seeks to legalise and ex-
tend already current
abuses of the powers of
search, arrest and detain-
ment. The Tories have
given the Bill a face-lift —
but even plastic surgery
couldn’t serve to disguise
its intent — a massive ex-
tension and legalisation of
police powers.

The main changes to
the bill are as follows:

® A ‘serious arrestable
offence’ includes murder,
rape, kidnapping and so
on. But any offence can be
deemed serious if it has or
could result in harm to the
security of the state or to
public order: so watch
yourself on demos or
picket lines.

An offence can be
‘serious’ if it results in or
could lead to serious
financial loss to anybody.

And it’s the person who
suffers the loss along with
the police who decide if
they think it’s serious or
not!

If the cops decide to ar-
rest you on a serious of-
fence they can keep you in
custody without charge for
up to 4 days.
® A new police power of
forcible stop and search
will be established
throughout the country,
with the power to use
‘reasonable force if
necessary’.
® Police would be able to
carry out intimate body
searches on the pretext of
searching for articles
which could be used to
cause physical injury, as
well as strip searches on
any pretext.

Insignificant changes
have been made in other
sections of the Bill which
incude random new
powers to set up road
blocks; an extension of
grounds to get search war-
rants; the right to arrest
and detain for minor of-
fences of people who have
no fixed addresses;
criminalisation of the of-
fence of ‘affront to public
decency’; and detention
without charge for up to
96 hours for serious of-
fences and denial of access
to a lawyer for up to 36
hours.

Looking at the Bill as a
whole it becomes clear
who are the targets of the
new powers: black and
Asian youth, gays, the
homeless, trade unionists,
demonstrators — the op-
péessed and the dispossess-
ed.

The Bill aims to legalise
the already current prac-

tices of the police.
recently leaked - report
commissioned by the
Metropolitan Police
themselves, concluded
that there was already
widespread abuse of the
power to stop and search
on reasonable suspicion,
and that racist language
and racial prejudice are
rampant among London’s
defenders of law and
order.

Along with the increas-
ed use of surveillance,
computers and informers
the Police Bill completes a
package which Thatcher
hopes will be adequate to
deal with political and
social unrest which could
explode in the future and
make the 1981 uprisings
look like a picnic.

The National Cam-
paign against the Police
Bill has planned a con-
ference on 19 January next
year. The unanimous deci-
sion of the Labour Party
conference to oppose the
Bill has to be transformed
from paper to practical
and active opposition in
the labour movement and
local areas.’

As Cecil Gutzmore,
secretary of the campaign
says: ‘The so-called con-
cessions cannot disguise
the essentially reactionary
and oppressive thrust of
this Bill. If it becomes law,
the nightmare of a police
state will be a reality.’

® National Campaign
against the Police Bill
can be contacted at 50
Rectory Road, London
N16, 01-249 8334.

National Con-
ference: Sat 19
November, Sir William
Collins School, Charr-
ington Street, London
NWI.

National march and
rally: Sat 21 January,
Brockwell Park, Lon-
don to Trafalgar
Square.

Police harass gays in
Earls Court

Over the past few mon-
ths, young police of-
ficers have been dress-

ing up in ripped jeans’

and T-shirts in order to
entrap gay men outside
the gay pub The Col-
herne.

They have used the
1956 Sexual Offences
Act, the so-called ‘gay
sus-law’.

By Paul Canning

This law, ‘soliciting for
an immoral purpose in a
public place’, is specifical-
ly designed to keep gay
men off the streets. It can-
not be used for men who
harass women, but is used
extensively against pro-
stitutes.

The police know that
most gay men charged will
plead guilty as there is a
very real threat of losing
their jobs through any
publicity. This charge has
the highest clear-up rate:
97 per cent. Officers like it

because it’s easy and
boosts their arrest figures.

However gays are
fighting back. A packed
meeting in Earls Court
decided to set up a defence
campaign to organise the
men who use the pub.
Many gay men spoke of
their experiences at the
hands of the police, in-
cludmﬁ one Irish man who

ospitalised as a
result.

The campaign is
especially relevant as it

‘This branch/GMC/etc

highlights what will hap-
pen if the police bill is
passed with its anti-gay
clauses, legally!

Labour parties, cam-
paigns and organisations
are asked to give their sup-
port through the following
motion. Copies to Earls
Court Defence Campaign,
c¢/o Gay London Police
monitoring group, 38
Mount Pleasant, London
WC1X 7SPB. (01-278
6215). Speakers  are
available.

1. Deplores the conduct of the Metropolitan Police
towards gay people and particularly the use in Earls Court
of plain clothes officers to entrap gay men on charges of
importuning for immoral purposes.

2. Calls for the repeal of section 32 of the Sexual Offences

Act 1956.

3. Demands that the Commissioner of Police for the
Metropolis should immediately instruct his officers:

a) That they shoyd not use entrapment against any

gay men for any sexual offence, and

b) That alleged offences against section 32 of the Sex-
ual Offences Act 1956 should not be prosecuted without
the corroborative evidence of at least one cxv:ltan witness
as to annoyance caused by the alleged conduct.’

AN EMERGENCY
meeting of the
Muhammad Idrish
Defence  Campaign
was convened in Birm-
ingham on 19 Oc-
tober, which included
representatives from
NALGO’s NEC
(Muhammad’s union)
and from the Bristol
support group.

Its purpose was to
mobilise the labour
movement and black
communities to fight
Muhammad’s immi-
nent deportation.

On the 13 October
Muhammad appeared
before the High Court in
London. He was appeal-
ing against the Home Of-
fice Ad]udlcator s mter-
pretation of his marriage
as being fraudulent and
other absurdities regar-
ding passport regula-
tions. His appeal was re-
jected and-he was recom-
mended for deportation.

Obviously the state
and its agencies have
singled him out for his
voluntary social work ac-
tivities among the black
and Asian communities
in Birmingham and
Bristol.

By Bob Smith
(campaign treasurer)

Muhammad says:
‘My barrister said after
the hearing that the
Home Office and courts
are working together
against me’.

The campaign decid- §

ed on a series of activities
to fight the deportation &~
and build support before
the final appeal to the
High Court.

Coaches will be laid
on for supporters to join-
Muhammad and many
Labour MPs in a delega-
tion to the Home Office

-and later to lobby the

High Court hearing in
London which will take

g Mhrrlaldrsh v
place by the end of
November.

NALGO are to be
asked to call a national
labour movement con-
ference against deporta-
tions that will highlight
Muhammad’s case.

The campaign is also
circulating a petition and
a new model resolution

Idrish campaign calls for action

for unions and Labour
parties and will press for
Labour’s NEC and the
TUC to send letters of
condemnation to the
Home Office.

As well as leading the
delegation to the Home
Office, Labour MPs are
being asked to raise an
Early Day Motion in the
House of Commons —
over 60 MPs have
already signed up in sup-
port of the campaign.

A film of the defence
camapign activities and
the large demonstration
held in Birmingham plus
our future activities is be-
ing produced for use in
the labour movement

-and localities and will be

available with speakers.

@ For details of affilia-
tion, where to send dona-
tions and other informa-
tion on how you can help
Dplease contact: Barry
Lovejoy, 30 Atrobus Rd,
Handsworth, Birm-
ingham 21 (021-523
8923).
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Cubans on the
Grenadian crisis

“We will ,
overcome

Havanpa 26 October

A declaration of the
Cuban Communist Party
and government read by
the Head of State Fidel
Castro at 1 a.m. press con-

9

PRESIDENT REAGAN has now settled on the
. pretext that the invasion force arrived in Grenada
‘just in time’ before Cuba took over the island and
turned it into an armed outpost.

Below we reproduce extracts from statements of
the Cuban Communist Party and revolutionary
government on the events in Grenada, which rebut
Reagan’s slanders in the words of the Cubans

themselves.

IT CAN be seen clearly
that for some weeks,
maybe months, a pro-
found conflict has been
developing in the leader-
ship and within the gover-
ning party of Grenada.

Fidel Castro

formed us of the surprising
and unpleasant news
about the profound divi-
sions within the Central
Committee of the Grena-
dian Party. On the morn-
 ing of the day, Mr. Bishop
himself communicated to
* our Embassy the dif-
ferences which had been
surfacing for some time
and which were being
discussed and attempts to
resolve them, but he had

received news from our
Embassy in Grenada dur-
mg the subsequent days
regarding the positions of
. the two sides involved in

where subjective factors
were also present, rather

sefling of Cuba’s stand,
which is ruled by the prin-
caple of abstaining from

commitment would be
maintained as a commit-
ment to the Grenadian
people,. regardless of the
changes in the leadership
of the Party and in the
country, since these were
purely internal matters...

On 19 October in the
early hours of the morning
we began to receive news
that the workers.had gone
on strike and that the peo-
ple were on the streets in
support of  Bishop.
Multitudes of people arriv-
ed at his home where they
freed him from house ar-
rest. It would seem,
although the news is not
precise, that an army in-
stallation was occupied by
the people...

During the afternoon
the dramatic outcome was
made known, an official
communique announced

regretted that the divisions
between the Grenadian
revolutionaries culminated
in this bloody drama.

No doctrine, no princi-
ple, no opinion calling
itself revolutionary, and
no internal split can justify
such atrocious acts as the
physical elimination of
Bishop and the prominent
group of honest and
dignified leaders who died
yesterday.

mitted by the Grenadian
revolutionaries to wipe out
the revolutionary process
in Grenada and subject her
once again to imperialist

government reports that
the Cuban Embassy in St.

is still under construction.
The landings were a short
distance from the hostels

ference speaks of the ‘un-
justified, criminal, per-
fidious imperialist attack’
on the small nation in the

eastern Caribbean by a US .

air and naval contingent
and some members of the
armis of Jamaica, St.
Lucia and Barbados.

He said that the Grena-
dian authorities, faced
with the threat of inva-
sion, requested Cuban col-
laboration, a request that
was not easy to grant after
the things that had hap-
pened in that country.’

Castro said that the op-
tion of immediate evacua-
tion of Cuban personel at
a time in which US war-
ships were approaching
‘could have proven to be
highly demoralising and
dishonourable for our
country in the eyes of
world opinion.” ...

The declaration adds

small force to be regarded
as a factor of military im-
portance against a
largescale US invasion,
while the possibility of sen-
ding reinforcements was
‘impossible and unthink-
able’.

The Cuban president
stated that in a message to
the Grenadian authorities,
Cuba said that ‘the Grena-
dian revolutionaries are
the only ones to blame for

the Cuban ambassador in
Grenada reported that
Fidel’s note to the United
States was read to the
Cuban personnel and the

Chief, we will fight to the
last man and the last shot

(These extracts are taken
Sfrom telexes from the
Prensa Latina Agency in

Greamn unionists on the marc

Support Group (UK)

ON THE MORNING
of Tuesday, 25
October, 1983 at
5.00am tiny Grenada
was brutally invaded by
the United ~ States of
America, the most
powerful country in the
world.

ing supported by a full
naval and airborne task
force which includes two
aircraft carriers with over
one hundred bombers, jet

violated all international
law and has been con-

and to remove the military
threat which President
Reagan said was posed to

icipatory democracy
which is an anathema to
the governments of some
neighbouring states, their
imperialistic master, the
United States.

Hostility

Ever since the people’s
revolution of 13 March,
1979, Grenada has been
subjected to hostility and

people of Grenada. The
People’s  Revolutionary
Government was admired
by many other Third
World Peoples, who dur-

within the NJM, the ruling
party, that led to the tragic

way can be interpreted as a
breakdown in law, order
or the popular democracy

region, to invite the United
States to invade our coun-
try.

As Grenadians, we feel
that "whatever our dif-
ferences or internal pro-
blems, no foreign power
has the right to intervene
in our affairs. We believe
that the aim of the United
States and its lackeys is to
eliminate all progressive
elements in Grenada and
impose on its people a

highly populated areas in
our country but, there is
still fierce resistance, as
our heroic soldiers and
people  defend  their

systematic rounding up
and executing the leaders

Grenada has a population
of only 110,000. Every
family will be affected.

GRENADA BELONGS
TO THE GRENADIANS

the deaths of Prime that the Grenadian leaders
On 12 October our %;%Ste;hyaggf:r Bljs\}llfj‘rl} glelrtfanmforgilsgiartlhat g(lﬁ ) g}renlada was doling was be}ilng put about bfy the  rest c()ifl the w%ﬂd the
Embassy in Grenada in- - : New Jewel Movement eveloping a people’spart-  other countries of the genocidal acts they are
leaders — eds). 1t is to be operators were a very committing against our

people. :

The United States has
greatly underestimated the
fierce resistance that the
Grenadan people mounted
to defend their.country’s
independence and .ter-
ritorial integrity. . What-
ever short term advantage
the United States may gain
they will never succeed in
wiping out the gains of the
revolution,

never  imagined  the The death of Bisho having~ created this un- The invasion force threats by the United puppet regime to serve the We of the NJM sup-
seiounes Ol he SN s s compades sy 5. Fvoutabe and ‘i SomEed of 4000 S States adminisraion and Ieres 01 US M- port growp i on Gret
UrNE S explained and if they were  situation for the revolu-  JPraf "o 2 O 0 e intrieeam P : dians, Caribbean peoples,

abse{Bnczseh.o.. had  juse CXecuted in cold blood, tiomary process in the Caupvean soldiers and arl]‘h:a;le]v%(l):;gorr:ecsﬁ d not . fraternal political parties,
rerurnod pfrom Eas{em those responsible must be ~ political and  military policemen from Jamaica onl urvive these ReSIStance trade  union  groups,
Europe and had briefly punished as an example. spheres.” ... Barbados, Dominica, St. ons}l’aughts but went from o) t?nd .c(l)ln;lqumty
" stopped over in Cuba — Now imperialism will Vincent, Antigua and St.  strength to strength and The United States is orlglx_mlsatll(l)nsfm“ epng to
' eds) attemlllat to use this tragedy The public is informed  Lucia. brousht onserable  carrying out in- :f) ‘:?ve e following —
We continuously and the grave errors com- that at 4.00 hours today, The US troops are be-  material benefits to the disCriminate bombings of o Imme diate, uncondi-

tional withdrawal of all
foreign invaders.

® Immediate interna-
tional aid to alleviate the

the conflict. In our opi- gnd‘ neo-colonialist comrades replied that, as fighters, helicopters, gun- ing that same period faced homeland and the tangible is:jf::;:lng and care of the
mion the conflicts were in  GonLnance.. ‘ worthy heirs of our ships and other sophist- increased exploitation at  8ains achieved by the g Sending of observers to -
fact conflicts of per- RIFIRIRIMRROISIING people’s traditions and  jcated means of mass  the hands of imperialism.  revolution. stop the assassination of
sonalities and conceptions - > - that following the example  destruction. al The Umtgd States are progressive  community
of leadership methods, The Cuban revolutionary ~ ©f . our Commander in The invasion has The internal disputes S0 conducting a  Jeaders.

@ For Grenadians to be
allowed to determine their

than internal conflicts... Georges has reported that ~ and we shout with our  gepnoq world wide. The  killing of the comrade Of . the  government, — (UFe o

On 15 October, com- at dawn today US gor?tll'hlgl&Moth_ﬁrland Of  pretext (which is not yet Prime Minister; Maurice n}%l;‘lnl;gl;;tof thecoNrflxﬁﬁﬂd @ No US bases in
rade Fidel Castro sent a  paratroopers began to cath’ We WL OVeI-  fully constructed) was to  Bishop and other members E:aders Man Grenadian)s’ Grenada — no mortgaging
message to the New Jewel  land in the area of the new =~ °0me: restore ‘peace  and  of the People’s Revolu- =0 7" 0 ykilled Our ©f our country
Panty Central Committee  Grenadian airport, which  sssssssssssste——————— democracy’ in Grenada tionary Government, in no casualties are heavy and Out Wwith all foreign in-

vaders! :
Grenada belongs to the
Grenadians!

imierfering in the party’s where Cuban building & ¥ I the US and the region. racticed in our country. Foward ever backward

and country’s internal af- - workers are living. The fa"‘"’t‘z The ga.;’s!““g”b” Grenada does iot, and P In any event, these The United States has  never!

fairs. .. workers had instructions Ry e Centre ain-Cuda  could not pose a military  facts are no justification attempted to impose a  Long live the New Jewel
In that message it was to defend themselves if Xesource Centre.) threattothe USoranyof for the Americans to in- total news blackout in  Movement!

expressed that Cuba’s they were attacked... Essssassssssessmmmm  its neighbours. 'What  vade Grenada, or, as it is  order to conceal from the

The struggle continues!
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“This is the hour of unity in
defence of the revolution’

ON FRIDAY 28 October the Grena-
dian and Nicaraguan flags flew over
Lambeth Town Hall in an act of

solidarity.

Over 500 people crammed into
an anti-intervention rally called by
Vauxhall Labour Party, with a fur-

ther
overspill meeting.

250 participating

in an

Among the speakers were Fennis
Augustine the Grenadian High Com-
missioner, Salvador Moncada from
the FDR-FMLN of El Salvador and
Francisco D’Escoto the Nicaraguan

.ambassador. We publish extracts

from their speeches.

Fennis Augustine,
Grenadian High

Commissioner

THIS IS not a time for tears. This is a time when we
have to reinforce the NJM motto ‘Forward ever!
Backward never!' | want to take the opportanits to
thank vou for the support which has been given to
the Grenadian revolution from March 1979, and
hopefully the support that you will continue to give
us, because comrades the struggle continues!

You may have
heard President Reagan
saying on television last
night that he had saved
Grenada just in the nick of
time. You will remember
that this is the same
Reagan who we mounted a
campaign against in 1981
because of a carefully
planned rehearsal, code
named ‘Amber’, which we
said was specifically aimed
at Grenada. Then some
people believed us, some
didn’t.

Foreign Office to be told
that Her Majesty’s govern-
ment wished to receive
assurances that the lives
and property of British na-
tionals in Grenada will be
protected. The following
day the Foreign Office
received those assurances
in the form of a broadcast
by General Austin.

The very day 1 was
summoned was the day
that . Reagan issued a
similar statement that the
lives of American na-

A I find it eXtremely difficult to believe the

British government didn’t know

There are very pressing
reasons for President
Reagan to find some
means of justification.

He has discovered a
major arms storage depot.
Comrades, it would have
been irresponsible of the
People’s  Revolutionary
Government, given ‘the
threats of invasion in 1981
and after, not to have
prepared themselves!

Comrades, we have
arms, we have bullets and
we have a militia of 20,000
strong.

We are told that the
Cubans are there in force.
It is interesting that from
the very day of the inva-
sion, the figure of 1000
Cuban troops was quoted.
Then we were told that 200
were disarmed and taken
to Barbados — but there
continued to be 1000
Cuban troops. Now the
purpose of that is clear. It
is because of the heroic
struggle being waged by
our comrades in the
towns, in the houses, in the
hills.

It is a clear indication
of the strength and com-
mittment to a system that
the Americans did not
want to see exist in that
part of the world.

I was called to the

tionals. should be pro-
tected.,

Comrades, in politics
there is no such thing as an
accident. I find it extreme-
ly difficult to believe that
the British Government
did not know or were not
consulted.

Let us sugpose they
disapproved. But if they
didn't make this public it
appears that they are
quietly agreeeing.

1 don‘t want to have a
long discussion on our
‘friends’ in the Caribbean
who either appealed to the
United States, or the
United States appealed to
them to appeal to them.

These countries con-
spired in a disgusting way.

hey feared the one coun-
try in the English speaking
Caribbean where the peo-
ple could make a com-
parison. The Americans
have come up, despite
their size against a deter-
mined people. We ask for
your assistance to see what
pressure can be brought to
secure a ceasefire, im-
mediate withdrayal of all
American and Caribbean
forces from the Island and
a Commonwealth force,
excluding the Com-
monwealth forces involv-
ed in the conspiracy.

I'ransisco D'Escoto,
Nicaracua Ambassador

NICARAGUA condemns the unjustified military
occupation of Grenada by interventionist troops of
the United States.

This proves without any doubt the clear desire of
the Reagan administration for war. There is a
challenge for us, we must organise ourselves.

While the invasion of
Grenada was taking place
the army chiefs of
Guatemala, El Salvador
and Honduras were having
a meeting to activate their
military alliance and see if
they will invite Reagan’s

troops into Central
America.
Our intelligence has

confirmed that in the near
future you will be reading
in the press that we, the
Sandinistas, have carried
out sabotage in economic
sectors in Costa Rica and

Honduras.

The reason is to arouse
the people of Costa Rica
and Honduras against
Nicaragua. Tonight we
would like to pay tribute to
the heroic people of
Grenada and to the inter-
nationalist spirit shown by
the Cuban workers.

We in Nicaragua have
Cuban workers in the
education and health
fields. We are very proud
to have them in
Nicaragua.

You have heard many

;
:
¢

proposals for peace pu
forward by Nicaragua t
the United States govern
ment. There can be n
peace without justice.
Peace is impossible a
long as the powerful main
tain their arrogant stand o
demanding the developin,

countries act in accor
dance with imperialis
interests.

This is the hour of uni
ty in action for the defenc
of our country and revolu
tion. Our people are read
to fight and resist.

Salvador Moncada

FDR-FMLN representative

THE SITUATION in Central America and the
Caribbean region has changed so suddenly and so
much in the last couple of weeks. It has been defined
by naked imperialist aggression towards Grenada.
We strongly believe that what is happening in Cen-
tral America and in Grenada is not so far away from
the realities of the United States and Western
Europe. :

We of course know full

future.

We have destroyers,
aircraft carriers, planes,
helicopter gunships,
military advisors and
thousands of soldiers on
the Honduran and

Honduras has now
become a platform for
launching attacks against
Nicaragua and the forces
of the FDR-FMLN in El
Salvador. That situation
has to be stopped.

The same people who
oppose democracy in Cen-
tral America are the peo-
ple who oppose demo-
cracy in the developed
countries.

It is necessary. for the
people to understand that
and unite, because the
enemy is the same enemy.

well what United  States
foreign policy is.

It is Guatemala in
1954, it is Cuba in 1961, is
is Santa Domingo in 1965,
it is now Grenada and it
probably will be, if we
allow them to do it, Cen-

- tral America in the near

The same people who oppose
democracy in Central America are
the people who oppose democracy

in the developed countries.

Nicaraguan border. They
have organised joint
military manoeuvres with
the army of Honduras —
military manoeuvres that
will last from August 1983
to March 1984.

We are fighting, we are
continuing our struggle,
but we are completely con-
scious of the fact that it is
necessary also to have your
support and understan-
ding. .

We need to talk ang
share experiences in orde
to be able to find the bes
way to fight the commos
enemy.

1 want to pay specia
tribute to those fighters i
Grenada who at the mo
ment are in the hills anc
still resisting. Every Cubas
who has given his life fo
the defence of the territor:
of Grenada is a hero. B:
doing what they are doin,
they are showing that ther
is no possibility of givin
up the fight.

We have to continu
and we have to find th
most effective way to carr
on this fight. I want t
finish by saying what th
Grenadians always say
forward ever, backwar
never!




THE DEATH of Maurice
Bishop is a tragedy for the

Grenadian revolution, for
the whole revolutionary pro-
cess in Central America and
the Caribbean and for
socialists throughout the
world. For over four years he
was leader of the revolu-
tionary process in Grenada,
giving hope and inspiration

to the oppressed peoples of

the Caribbean. The crocodile
tears shed by imperialism are
an insult to the struggle he
led.

The circumstances surr-
ounding his death are confus-
ed. With the United States in-
vasion, the real facts of the
imternal dissension within the
NJM and the precise cir-
camstances of his killing may
mever be known.

What is certain is that from the
days of his return to Grenada in
1970 after his legal studies in Lon-
doa, he was an immensely popular
ﬁlre on the island. He and other

pmts returning at that time
ght with them the ideas of the

ck power movement. In 1973,
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along with his legal colleague Ken-
drick Radix, he set up an opposi-
tion organisation called the Move-
ment For Assemblies of the People
and began work amongst what he
called ‘the masses’. With the other
leaders of the New Jewel Move-
ment which grew out of MAP,
Bishop received brutal treatment at
the hands of the Gairy dictator-
ship. In 1974, his father, Rupert,
after whom the main army garrison
is named, was shot by Gairy’s
thugs.

After the revolution he became
Prime Minister in the new People’s
Revolutionary Government which
he formed, taking responsibility,
not just as a figurehead, for crucial
areas of the islands development as
the NJM set out on the path to
socialism. He became a world wide
ambassador for Grenada also tak-
ing up support for Cuba, for
Nicaragua, for the revolutlonary
forces of the FMLN/FDR in El
Salvador, for oppressed peoples
everywhere. He, and his govern-
ment, refused to bow to the threats
and pressures of imperialism as
they made their own friends and
determined their own future.

Now his tragic killing has been
followed by the US invasion. But
whatever the disagreements that
have come out in recent weeks
within the New Jewel Movement,
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and within the People’s Revolu-
tionary Government, there can be
no excuse for the bloody conse-
quences of the disagreements. The
Cuban condemnation is absolutely
correct. The lesson is that real pro-
letarian democracy is not an op-
tional extra for a revolution but a
crucial component.

Despite the positive gains of the
revolution, there was no real
democracy within the NJM and on-
ly a consultative process with the
population as a whole. The NJM |
does not possess the structures of
internal democracy by which
disputes may be resolved.

The last reported words of
Maurice Bishop when a demonstra-
tion released him from house arrest
were, cryptically, ‘The masses’. If
the masses had been allowed a real

" Photo: GM COOKSON

legislative and decision making
role, then the US threat of inva-

. sion, a real threat for four and a

half years, might never have
become actuality.

The Grenadian revolution
might still be on course, and Com-
rade Maurice Bishop might still be
alive to give the battle cry of the
revolution: ‘Forward Ever,
Backward Never.’

We print opposite his inspiring
speech on solidarity with the vic-
tory of the revolution: Together we
shall win! given in Havana on May
Day 1980.

THE IMPERIALIST INVASION
of Grenada is aimed at crushing the
revolutionary process begun on 13
March 1970, and re-establishing
imperialist and neo-colonial
domination. Having begun to
assert its independence after cen-
turies of exploitation Grenada is to
be crushed.

This exploitation, begun by
French colonialists in the seven-
teenth century was based on plan-
tations worked by thousands of
African slaves, whose descendants
form the vast bulk of the island’s
110,000 inhabitants. British take-
over changed only which colonial
power profited.

Opposition to British rule grew

throughout the first half of the twen-
tieth century, reaching a peak in 1950
when Eric Gairy founded the Grenada
Manual and Mental Workers Union
(GMMWU). His first act, supported by
strikes on twelve estates was to demand
a 50 per cent wage increase for sugar
plantation workers. Sensing mass sup-
port Gairy organised a general strike
and the burning down of estates. His
arrest then provoked mass protest and
he was finally released after agreeing to
calm the workers. Gairy was now the
workers’ hero, their undisputed leader.

He quickly took steps to transform
this influence into political power,
organising the Grenada People’s Party
(GPP) and winning a landslide victory
in the 1952 elections. He inspired pride
and rebellion in the Grenadian people
shaking rule by the plantation owners
to the foundations.

Colonial

But the planters were not beaten.
They refused to accept Gairy and set
about undermining his power. A fur-
ther general strike was a failure, Gairy
relying on rhetoric rather than politics
and programme. His lack of a national
strategy led to compromise with the

" colonial government and his support

fell away. The hero became part of the
problem, increasingly concerned with
his own vanity and eccentricities, spen-
ding his spare time practising witch-
craft, doing favours for those who
helped maintain him in power.

Electoral support vanished in 1957
with the election of the Grenada Na-
tional Party (GNP) led by Gairy’s
former henchman, Herbert Blaize. But
the GNP did not have the answers to
Grenada’s problems any more than
Gairy as the net income of the planters
rose 170 per cent while agricultural pay
rose only 15 per cent. Meanwhile,
unemployement was 42.6 per cent.

Gairy got back power in the 1967
elections and in the next twelve years
ran an increasingly oppressive dictator-
ship marked by economic deteriora-
tion, domestic repression and personal
corruption. The Grenada United
Labour Party (GULP), as the GPP had
been renamed, maintained its power by
electoral fraud.

But the 1960s also brought to the
Caribbean the Black Power movement
as young and radical intellectuals
returned home from education in Bri-
tain and the United States. So, in 1970,
Maurice Bishop, just back from law
studies in Britain led demonstrations in
solidarity with youth rebellions in

revolution anc
counter-revo

Trinidad, denouncing Gairy and calling
for ‘more jobs now’.

To cope with this new threat, Gairy
unveiled the Mongoose Gang — a
paramilitary squad of criminal thugs.
They were shortly followed by the night
ambush squad and other organisations
as Gairy’s favourite pastime became
creating new arms of the repressive
state apparatus. )

In response, the new opposition
began to organise itself, initially into
two organisations: Movement for
assemblies of the People (MAP) led by
Bishop and his lawyer colleague Ken-
drick Radix, and JEWEL (Joint
Endeavour for Welfare, Education and
Liberation) led by economist Unison
Whiteman. In March 1973 the two
groups fused into the New Jewel Move-
ment (NJM), not a marxist party, nor
yet one which considered the revolu-
tionary seizure of power, but one which
took up the central concerns of opposi-
tion to Gairy.

Brutality

Events moved rapidly as the NJM
convened two People’s Congresses,
each attended by 10,000 islanders, con-
victing Gairy of corruption, in-
competence and brutality and calling
for him to resign within two weeks or.
face a general strike.

The strike was called but six main
leaders of the NJM were arrested and
savagely beaten by the Mongoose
Gang. At this poeint,  anti-Gairy
elements amongst the bourgeoisie
formed the Committee of 22 and the
strike began on 19 November, 1973.
Gairy survived, but a more serious
strike began on 1 January, 1974. Dur-
ing the strike, which was eventually
broken up, Grenada was granted in-
dependence from Britain on 7 February
1974. i

Learning from this failure, the NJM
began to organise and educate the
Grenadian people more effectively,
developing support groups in every
village and town, establishing organisa-
tions for women and youth, and
systematically organising its work in
unions and amongst the unemployed.
An electoral alliance with the GNP won
parliamentary represenation in 1976
but blatant fraud kept Gairy in power.
Realising parliament was a farce and
that an electoral strategy would not
succeed, the NJM organised a secret
military wing, the People’s Revolu-
tionary Army (PRA).

Gairy left the country early in
March 1979 to further his research into
Unidentified Flying Objects leaving in-
structions for the execution of the NJM
leadership. The response was rapid and
decisive as the NJM in the early hours
of 13 March seized the army barracks
and radio station. The response of the
population was equally decisive. By
4pm the island was under the control of
the new People’s Revolutionary
Government.

Creating socialism was not seen as’
the immediate task but as something
for the indeterminate future. Mean-
while the plan was for a mixed economy
in which the state sector would be dom-

‘inant. Initial plans to nationalise banks

for example, were dropped although
state ones were established in competi-
tion. Even so, the immediate acts of the
PRG were a whole series of pro- .
working class laws and measures aimed
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t . overcoming the oppression of
omen. Radical social measures
reated the basis of a Welfare State for
the first time. Developments like free
health care immediately improved the
ives of the islanders. State control over
ey imports and exports was also
pstablished.
The concept of Westminister-style
emocracy was ridiculed and the basis
f a real democratic alternative began
o be established throughout the island.

his took the form of workers councils,
arish councils and other mass organis-

rganisation and the National Youth
Drganisation.

The flaw was that these institutions
yere imposed from above rather than
lowing naturally out of revolutionary
pheavals. They were consultative not
gislative. Certainly leaders were ac-
puntable to them, certainly they faced
iticisms in them, certainly they took
ote of them, but, ultimately, the peo-
jfle themselves were not able to legislate
ough them.

The popularity of the revolution
ad of Maurice Bishop in particular,
inimised these contradictions but
adually popular participation fell
vay. Major disagreements about the
ture of the revolution seem net to
ave received a full and open discussion
asis evidenced by the bloody manner
which concealed disagreements final-
erupted into the Kkilling of Bishop.
The most decisive changes however
me in the field of foreign policy as
e Grenada began to make its own
jends in a process Bishop termed
isengagement from imperialism’. As
non-aligned nation Cuba became the
ain ally. As the US refused to give aid
d blocked aid elsewhere, the Soviet
Joc became a crucial source of
pnomic assistance.

Reagan was enraged. The new air-

ort, crucial to tourist development,
denounced as a Soviet and Cuban
ssile base. The real gains of the
volution were attacked. The
mocracy under development de-
punced as dictatorship. Intervention
s planned and rehearsed.
In the face of problems like
eagan’s hostility and the nature of the
ronomy, distorted by centuries of ex-
pitation, reliant on nutmeg, cocoa
d bananas, Grenadian economic
pcovery was nothing short of
iraculous. Growth last year was five
cent, a rate unheard of in the Carib-
pan, far outstripping the stagnation
ipping the economies of the major
pstern capitalist countries. Even the
ernational Monetary Fund was forc-
J to take notice.

Here was the real threat to im-
prialism — not a military threat, but a
reat by example. The example of the
pgress a people can make when they
themselves from imperialist
pmination and begin to determine
eir own future.

The process started on 13 March
9, the process of socialist revolution
pemis to have been at least temporarily
pught to a halt by imperialist
anter-revolution. The United States
nds to establish a puppet regime
at subjects the Grenadian people
te again to oppression.

Socialists throughout the world
st rally to the defence of the Grena-
revolution so that cries of ‘For-
Ever, Backward Never’ may once
be beard.

tions like the National Women’s -

‘Cuba,
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Nicaragua,

Grenada
together we
shall win!’

Esteemed Comrade Fidel Castro
Esteemed Comrade Daniel Ortega
Beloved Revolutionary Comrades
of Free and Revolutionary Cuba
I bring you today warm revolutionary
greetings from the people of free
Grenada. This morning, comrades, Il
was addressing a rally in my own
country to honour International
Workers Day, and I left my country
some time after 11 o’clock this
morning to travel more than 1000
miles to come to your country. But
even if the distance was 10,000 miles,
no force on earth could have stopped
me from being here today.

The unity, the militant solidarity
which unifies our countries, our
peoples’ struggles, it is this unity and
this solidarity which is today making
imperialism tremble because we
recognise in Grenada just as
imperialists recognise that without the
Cuban revolution of 1959 there could
have been no Grenadian revolution,
nor Nicaraguan revolution in 1979.

They therefore have good reason
to tremble when they hear the masses

. of Cubans saying: ‘Cuba, Nicaragua,

Grenada, together we shall win.’

It is the Cuban revolution that has
taught the peoples of Latin America
and the Caribbean how to face
blockades, how to defeat criminal
invasions of their territories. The
people of this region have looked at
Giron, they have looked at La
Coubre, they have looked at
Escambray, they have looked at
assassination attempts on their
leadership; they remember the
October 1976 destruction of their
Cubana airliner, they have seen your
struggles; they have been inspired by
your victories; and they have observed
that even in the face of these
difficulties revolutionary Cuba was
able to wipe out illiteracy,
prostitution, drug-taking, and
unemployment. They were able to see
you build socialism in your small
country. They have seen your strides
and achievements in health and
education.

Blood

They have seen that today, 21 years
after your revolution, your country is
able to assist more than 30 countries
around the world. And countries like
Grenada and Nicaragua will always
feel grateful to the people of Cuba
and to the Cuban revolution for their
assistance with their doctors, with
their teachers, and with their selfless
workers.

Certainly we in Grenada will never
forget that it was the military
assistance of Cuba in the first weeks
of our revolution that provided us
with the basis to defend our own
revolution. And when imperialism
and reaction keep saying to us in
Grenada, why do we need arms,
where are the arms coming from, why
should such a small country need so
much arms, we always give them the
answer our people have given.
Whenever mercenaries or foreign
aggressors land in our country, they
will discover héw much arms we have,
whether we can use the arms, and
where the arms came from as we shed
their blood on our soil.

Your revolution, comrades, has
also provided the region and the
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world with a living legend with your
great and indomitable leader, Fidel
Castro. Fidel has taught us not only
how to fight, but also how to work,
how to build socialism, and how to
lead our country in a spirit of
humanity, sincerity, commitment, and
firm revolutionary leadership.

It is important to be in
revolutionary Cuba at this period in
world history. Today we can see
another crisis in international
capitalism. Today we can see them
complaining that their superprofits
are falling. We can see their interest
rate running towards 20 per cent. The
school lunches they have been
providing for their children, even
that, they have had to reduce by over
$500 million. Their workers are daily
finding that jobs are disappearing.
But their more than $33 billion profit
on investments around the world
demand that they create new tension
in the world, so that their economy
which is based on war and armament
would once again flourish.

Struggles

They are also terrified by the
victories of the national liberation
movements in Africa, in Asia, in the
Middle East, and right here in Latin
America. They have looked around
and they see that today the struggles
of the people of the region are
continuing to reach new heights. They
look at El Salvador and they
recognise that while yesterday it was
Cuba, Nicaragua, and Grenada
tomorrow it will undoubtedly be El
Salvador.

So they have decided to step up on
their arms supply and their arms race.
They have decided to spend this year
more than $142 billion on arms. At
the same time, the invasions which
have characterised their relations with
our region over the years starting with
the Monroe Doctrine in 1823, they are
shaping now to create new doctrines,
to plan new manoeuvres, to obtain.
new bases to strengthen and deepen
their military presence in the hope
that this will crush the rising wave of
national liberation consciousness that
is sweeping our region and the world.

Their interventions in-Mexico, in
Nicaragua, in Colombia, in Panama,
in the Dominican Republic, in Haiti,
in Honduras, all of these invasions
which they have had over the years ...
they are now preparing once again to
embark on a new campaign of terror
and intimidation of the people of our
region

But sometimes it is no longer by
direct intervention, sometimes they
rely more on control and
manipulation, on the use of threat of
force, on the techniques of
destabilisation, on the use of
diplomatic pressure, on the use of
propaganda destabilisation. on the
policy of economic isolasioe. b= =
each case all of this s —ew <2 &5
the basx o i L Tiarl NES-TTRETISHET
X -TBIRSC IO I SE.

In 1954, they succeeded in
overthrowing Arbenz in Guatemala.
In 1973, they succeeded in
overthrowing Allende in Chile. But
the one lesson that they have never
forgotten and will never forget is that
in 1961 they failed when they tried at
Giron right here in revolutionary
Cuba!

Fidel Castro with Maurice Bishop

Today we can hear them setting up
their cries against the revolutionary
processes in Nicaragua and Cuba.
You can hear them talking about
human rights, you can hear them
calling for elections even though they
won’t understand that our revolutions
are popular revolutions. You can see
them encouraging the ultraleftists in
our countries to take violent action
against our peoples.

Their propaganda has reached the:
point where our countries have
become electoral issues in the
presidential campaign in that country.
And at the same time, as usual, the
threats against revolutionary Cuba,
the continuation of the criminal
economic blockade against
revolutionary Cuba, the creation of
artificial crisis after artificial crisis.

First the question of the Soviet
troops in October last year, and now
the question of so-called refugees at
this point in time. All of this is part
and parcel of the imperialist campaign
to try to defame the Cuban
revolution, to try to isolate the Cuban
people, to try to lay the basis for an
armed invasion or other form of
intervention of your beloved country.
But in Grenada we have been using a
slogan and that slogan has been
saying that ‘if they touch Cuba or if
they touch Nicaragua, then they touch

~ Grenada too’.

- Comrades, as the people who own
this region, as the people who belong
to these countries, it is for us to
decide what we want to do with our
lives in our countries. It is for us, the
people of the region, to demand
whether or not we want to have
military bases on our territory. It is
for us to decide whether or not we
want other peoples’ planes to fly over
our countries. And one of the most
contemptuous and arrogant acts of
imperialism is today to presume that
in 1980 not only do they have the right
to have a base in Guantanamo but
that they also have a right to operate
military manoeuvres on the very soil
of free and revolutionary Cuba.

That is an insult and a piece of
contempt that the people of the
region wil never forgive or forget.
And the people of this region are
going to continue in our demand
2emg for zm omnd tr mimEny heses =
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Bl CTIer IMITITTER I Tl TOELIT TR
e TR VIR

Tees TR wmemmer T MO RN,
g NNE 00 WU Y TR
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demand an end to all milrary s«
forces and air and sea patrols of our
region. We demand that the people of
the region must be free from
aggressive military harassment of any
military power. We demand an end to
the Monroe Doctrine and to the
Carter Doctrine and all other

doctrines which are aimed at
perpetuating interventionism or
backyardism in the region.

There must be and end to all
attempts to use the so-called
peacekeeping apparatus of the
Organisation of American States to
militarily intervene in the region, to
hold back progressive and patriotic
movements.

We also call today that the right to
self-determination for all the peoples
in the region must be recognised and
accepted. We today renew our call for
the independence of the sister people
of Puerto Rico. We today insist that
all of the people of the region in the
25 colonial countries which still exist

— English, Dutch, French, or the

American territories — we demand the
right to independence for the peoples
of those countries. We demand that a
principle of ideological pluralism must
be respected and practiced by
imperialist powers.

We must have the right to build
our processes in our own way, free
from outside interference, free from
all forms of threats or attempts to
force us to accept other peoples’
processes.

Integrity

Today we insist that there must be
and end to the invasions, an end to
the landing by marines, an end to the
gunboats, an end to the Playa Giron,
an end to the slaughters and
massacres of our Sandinos, our Ches,
and our Allendes. ,

We call also for an end to the
arming and financing of counter-
revolutionary and anti-popular, anti-
democratic or anti-progressive
regimes. There must be an end to the
manipulation of regional and world
tension for electoral purposes. The
future of the region and the future of
the world, the question of world
peace cannot be compromised because
of any election, no matter whose
election.

There must therefore be respect
for the sovereignty, legal equality, and
territorial integrity of the countries of
our region. R

It is clear today, comrades. tha:
the desperate pans of ImpemiabsT BT
e Jedepal oo pEET IMST WS
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Cariooean &nc Ceowai American
region continues to go forward with
strength.

We salute you, the freedom-loving
people of revolutionary Cuba. We
salute your great and revolutionary
leader, Comrade Fidel Castro.
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THE ACTION INTERVIEW

CAROL DAVIS left
Grenada on Tuesday 18
October just seven days
before the US invasion and
the day before Maurice,
Bishop died. She is a
member of the New Jewel
Movement and a senior
administrative officer in
the Ministry of Education.

She was in Britain to
attend a War on Want
conference on health and
literacy. She is now
speaking at solidarity
rallies. Below she tells
JUDE WOODWARD
what the NJM had
achieved in Grenada and
gives her analysis of what
caused the dispute inside
the NJM.

We are publishing her
opinion on the dispute so that
our readers can learn from all
sides what went on in the NJM.
Socialist Action does not
endorse Carol’s view however.

We agree with the Cubans
who in a statement made from
Havana on 20 October said: ‘No
doctrine, no principle, no

. opinion calling itself -

revolutionary, and no internal
split can justify such atrocious
acts as the physical elimination
of Bishop and the prominent
group of honest and dignified
leaders who died’.

Why do you think that the US invad-
ed Grenada this week?

The US government has tried to
justify the invasion of Grenada by
saying that Grenada was a threat to
US security and interests. They cer-
tainly cannot mean that Grenada was
a physical threat. That would be
ludicrous.

The population of our island is
110,000. Grenada is so small you
won’t find it on a map unless you first
know where to look for the pinprick.
Our army is only 2000 strong. We
don’t have a navy at all. Well we refer
to ‘our navy’, but it is one boat hardly
the size of this room which is the
coastguard’s vessel!

Our army does not have high
technology equipment. We don’t
spend our money on armaments, our
money is used to raise the standard of
living of our people. When the
Peoples Revolutionary Government
came to power unemployment in our
country was 50 per cent. We put a lot
of effort into that and the last time we
sounted which was sometime last year
o was down to 14 per cent. That’s still
=20 high. But its a big achievement.

Health

W= nave a literacy programme
2= =z 2 reduced illiteracy to 10 per
o2 W abolished school fees for
secomZz-w schools so that no Grena-
Zae =.C »ould be denied an educa-
oo ceczuse of the financial cir-
cprszmoss of their family.

W —roduced free health care
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Do you think if every single

African state asked the US to in-

tervene to overthrow the racist,
apartheid state of South Africa
that Reagan would do it? I think

not.

Bernard Coard, Selwyn Strachan

ple. That is what the US means by a
‘threat to its security’.

We achieved things through our
independence and our government,
that the puppet governments of other
Caribbean islands have not achieved.

The other reason Reagan gives is
that he was asked to intervene by
other Caribbean countries. Many of
the most important opposed the in-
tervention, like Trinidad.

Overthrow

But s Toethan z mumher o7 e
smalier cOunInes with pUpPet regames
opposed Grenada and wanted the
Americans t0 go in. But that’s not
why the US did it. Do you think if
every single African state asked the
LS to integvene to overthrow the
racast, eid state of South Africa
thar Reagan would do it? I think not.

There has been a long campaign of
bes agaimst our revolution in Grenada
From the US government. They are all
micross. Frs of all ¥ daimed that

Top row, left to right: Maurice Bishop, Kendrick Radix, Unisor;w Whiteman. Bottom row, left to right: Howard Austin,

we were building a secret submarine
base for the Russians. But they didn’t
take much account of the geography
of our island, as they claimed it was
being built in the dam in the moun-
tains of Grenada, which is totally in-
accessible by sea!

Then they claimed that our new
international airport was in reality a
military base for the Soviet Union.
The international airport is a key to
our  economic development. Our
ssonomy s tozally dependent on two
mizmes — agriculture and tounism. At
presen: we oniy have an airport for
smail aircraft. and this can only be us-
ed in the day as there are no lights. To
develop tourism and bring in large
numbers of international tourists, we
need the new airport. Increasing
tourism is vital to raise the living stan-
dards of our people.

Then the US claimed that we had
‘Cuban troops in our country. Cuba
sent technicians to help us build our
airport, as did many other countries.
You have to understand the feat of

engineering involved in the interna-
tional airport. Grenada is a small and
mountainous place. To find a flat

space long enough for a runway for .

international jets involved filling in
part of the sea, and chopping bits off
mountains.

We are a small island with few
people, and we did not have the skills
or technology to do this ourselves. We
needed help. Even a British company
Plessey has been involved, they are
doing the lights.

Militia

But when the US intervened the
Cuban workers had to fight because a
bullet will not dodge around you if
you are a worker and not a soldier. A
bullet can’t choose, and so the
Cubans fought alongside our army
and militia.

But the US may find that it has
bitten off more than it can chew.

They have - admitted that .. the
resistance was tougher than expected.

And even if they manage to set up
some kind of government it will not
be over. It cannot ever be over for us.
We have fought too long for that.
Maurice Bishop who was and is a
great revolutionary would turn in his
grave at the idea.

How did the differences inside the
NJIM start to surface?

You must understand that we have
two separate structures in Grenada,
the government and the party. There
was a problem in the party. A majori-
ty felt that there should be a joint
leadership. No one challenged the
fact that Maurice Bishop should be
Prime Minister, but people felt that
one man running things was not right
for the party.

Response

The imperialist press have
presented the situation as a ‘power
struggle’! This is not the case at all.
Bernard Coard, who was to be the
joint leader of the party, was not pro-
moting his own case. The change was
in response to the feelings of the ma-
jority of the party which favoured a
joint leadership.

Maurice Bishop first of all agreed
and then changed his mind and was
against it. Then it appeared that
Maurice Bishop began to spread
rumours about Coard which party
members felt could endanger Coard’s
life. This was unacceptable. ,

Maurice Bishop was undoubtedly
the leader with popular support out-
side the party. But for a leader to en-
danger the life of another is a serious
matter, and would not be allowed.

It was a matter of principle. This is
why Maurice Bishop was placed
under house arrest. But for the people
of Grenada Maurice Bishop was the
New Jewel Movement. Explaining the
difference between Maurice Bishop
and the party was very difficult.

Things got worse when a few of
Bishop’s supporters in the NIM
leadership led a demonstration which
resulted in his release. They then led
the march to the fort in St Georges
which is the military headquarters and
arsenal. It was clear that they were
seeking to arm themselves. As the
Peoples Revolutionary Army remain-
ed loyal to the majority of the NJM
this could only have resulted in civil
war. It was to prevent this occuring
that the shooting took place.

Invasion

This was our tragedy, our pro-
blem, and does not justify the US in-
vasion. We had to sort it out
ourselves. And we would have done.

On the Monday, the day before
the US invasion, martial law had been
lifted and we had returned to civilian
rule. Normality had been restored.
There was no military coup. The
military took control temporarily
because a military situation was pos-
ed. There was a threat of civil war.
The army was loyal to the NJM.

The NJM was in control of the
government throughout the situation.
It is a misconception that there were
major disagreements on policy. On
policy we had always had a collective
approach and there is no reason to
suppose that any major changes in
pclicy were to be expected.

What should happen now?

Here you must build up pressure on
the British government to get US
troops out of Grenada. Mobilise
every organisation you can on this
basis. And get as many people to Lon-
don as possible on 5 November. We
will fight on in Grenada.

We have to fight. We have
nothing to lose by fighting on. And it
will not be over when the fighting
itself has stopped. -
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Peter Hain in his campaigning days

Roy Hattersley

Neil Kinnock
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An open letter to Labour’s left from the LCC

‘Turn the Party outwards’

The LCC is anxious to
explore the basis for a
new - unity omn the
Labour left. Our anxie-
ty is underlined by the
different reactions to
the Brighton ’83 con-
ference and to the new
Party leadership
amongst various left
groups.

Even before the con-
ference, the left was
severely split, not least bet-
ween those based in Lon-
don and those in the rest of
the country.

Such divisions reflect a
serious fragmentation
since 1981, with some
groups almost completely
marginalising themselves
at Brighton, and with the
LCC one of the few groups
correctly judging both the
leadership election and the
post general election mood
at rank and file level.

Just as the Party has
been damaged in recent
years by a rigid left/right:
divide, so the current
fragmentation of the left
into warring factions
prevents dialogue and
joint action on the many
points of agreement which
unquestionably do exist.

However, the LCC re-
mains sceptical about the
kind of unity operating in
the recent past which —
although effective in pro-
moting activity on a nar-
row range of issues such as
the constitutional reforms
— has suppressed real
political differences bet-
ween various left groups.
The absence of an open
and honest political basis
for the compromises in-
volved in left unity has
contributed to recent
fragmentation.

In finding out whether
there is any basis for a new
unity, the LCC believes a
pre-requisite for it is a con-
structive attitude to the
new leadership. It has
already boosted the Party
internally and externally.

In Neil Kinnock we
have the kind of left leader
who would never have
won as recently as three
years ago, before the elec-
toral college. Even Roy
Hattersley is more radical
and more committed to
the majority of Party
policies than were many of
his predecessors from the
right in leadership posi-
tions.

We should recognise
that the new leadership has

created a new political
space in which the left can
prosper.

We must also insist
that the Party abides by
the democratic verdict of
the electoral college — our
electoral college. This ap-
plies both to leader and
deputy who each won maj-
orities in all sections of the
college.

It does not mean giving
the leadership a blank che-
que. Rather it means giv-
ing a priority to other mat-
ters. In recent years
Labour’s left has
developed almost an
obsession with the leader-
ship, perhaps understand-
able after the appalling
Wilson/Callaghan legacy,
but strategically short-
sighted in its neglect of the
overwhelming necessity to
rebuild the shattered base
of our movement.

For historic and other
reasons the left has had to
adopt an ‘oppositionalist’
stance in the Party. In the
current circumstances that
is a luxury we cannot af-
ford. Instead, the left must
take the initiative in turn-
ing the Party outwards to
construct a new, wide base
of support.

Above all, the LCC
believes there must now be
an absolute priority given

to campaigning to re-
create support for socialist
values and Party policies.
However, such ‘cam-
paigning’ is not simply a
matter of better or slicker
presentation of policy it is
or should be aimed at en-
couraging people to fight
for themselves. Within this
context, we suggest the
following basis for unity:
1) Joint discussion on
policy areas which have
been neglected: notably,
social policy; decentralisa-
tion (including devolu-
tion); ecology; Ireland; a

genuinely non-aligned
foreign policy; and an up-
dated alternative

economic strategy capable
of tackling a deepening
crisis.

2) Joint campaigning to
win union ballots for af-
filiation to the Party and
to strengthen Party/union
links.

3) Joint action to ensure
that the Party campaigns
effectively from national
to branch level.

4) An absolute commit-

ment to unilateralism as
part of a non-nuclear
defence strategy.

5) Building support for
the new statutory
minimum wage policy,
and for campaigns to de-

fend local democracy and
the health service.

6) Unless circumstances
alter in a dramatic and
unexpected way, no
challenges to the new
leader and deputy, at least
until after the next general
election.

7 Defence of man-
datory re-selection and the
electoral college, and op-
position to any new witch
hunt.

8) Support for constitu-
tional reforms to extend
women’s rights.

9) Encouragement  of
wider consultation and in-
volvement in decision-
making through local CLP
and union branches, whilst
maintaining opposition to
postal ballots.

10) Support for Tribune’s
continued existence as an
independent paper, free
from legal attacks by party
members. _

11) Support for a broad,
tolerant Party, with no left
group putting its own in-
terests above those of the
Party. )

We look forward to
your comments and to see-
ing whether you can agree
with this 11-point plan for
unity in action.
LCC Executive,
October 1983

THE NATIONAL Labour Briefing Editorial Board
met on Sunday 23 October. The meeting was larger
than the previous EB meeting, reflecting the success
of the first issue (6300 sold) and the impact of the
decision to produce a daily bulletin at Labour Party

Conference. -

Briefing is now clearly seen as the most open
forum for debate in the Party for those who are
critical of the deals and compromises being propos-
ed by Neil Kinnock and his advisers in the Labour

Co-ordinating committee.

The key political
discussion was around
Briefing’s response to the
LCC proposals for left
unity behind Kinnock.

Approaches differed .
between Socialist
Organiser and Socialist
Action supporters.

John Bloxam of
Socialist Organiser pushed
for an outright rejection
while Socialist Action sup-
porters stressed the need to
importance of  not

isolating Briefing from
those who voted for Kin-
nock in the Party by hav-
ing clear proposals for left
unity ourselves.
Eventually the meeting
decided that Jeremy Cor-
byn should be asked to
reply for Briefing outlin-
ing a basis for unity. The
basis of this unity would
be action against the
Tories, for the defence of
conference policies and a
concrete commitment to

mark

fight the  witch-hunt.
Briefing was also to have
an editorial specifying its
own views.

Future issues will in-
clude a reply to Neil Kin-
nock’s article ‘My
Socialism’ by Jo Richard-
son, the debate on the
EEC will continue and two
different views of the re-
cent National Abortion
Campaign conference will
be pubished.

An International Sub-
Committee has been set up
under the chairpersonship
of Peter Gowan. Tariq Ali
has agreed to speak for
Briefing in Coventry on
Saturday 19 November
followed by the next Na-
tional Briefing EB at Lan-
chester Polytechnic on
Sunday 26th November.

"The deadline for Brief-
_ng articles is 7 November.

National Labour Briefing
S successes

" The Street Life Supple-

ment collective is calling a
national discussion
meeting in November.

The final decision of
the meeting was to go
ahead and produce a daily
bulletin at next year’s
Labour Party Conference.
There were only two votes
against this — John Blox-
ham and Tony Greenstein,
supporters Of Socialist

Organiser.

All Briefing Groups
are entitled to send two
representatives as are na-
tional campaigns that sup-
port Briefing.

® Turn to page 13 for in-
terview with Ken Liv-
ingstone.
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So we combed all
and found a genuine

path.....

the psychiatric hospitals
dyed-in-the-wool psycho-

I [+ an authentic
athological killer!

And we've placed
fim in charge of Britains
nuclear defence.

But on the other
hand , it seemed to us

a marginal improvement
~{ on Ronald Reagan!
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Hands off Grenada!
National march and

rally
Saturday 5 November

Called by the New Jewet
Support Group and
supported by No Intervention in
Central America & the Caribbean
(NICAC), Britain-Grenada
Friendship society, Caribbean
Labour Solidarity Liberation,
Socialist Action.

Assemble 1pm Hyde Park
march via US Embassy to
rally in Jubilee Gardens,
County Hall, London SE1.

From War in the Third
orid to the Third World
ar — new pamphlet
blished by El Salvador
idarity Campaign, 50p.
er from ELSSOC, 29

® Labour Group fo
Human Rights in Sri Lanka
public meeting with Tony
Benn, Jeremy Corbyn MP,
Rajes Balasubramaniyam
(Labour Group/Tamil
Women’s League) John
Chowcatt (ASTMS) &
speaker from EELAM
Solidarity Campaign. Thur 1
Dec, 7pm, Hampstead Town
Hall, Haverstock Hill, NW3
(opp Belsize Pk tube).

® Socialist Action Pie and
Pea supper to celebrate the
anniversary of the Russian
revolution. Sat 19 Nov,
7.30pm, Vale Rd
Community Centre,
Mansfield Woodhouse.
Food, music, drinks,
speakers and raffle. For
tickets phone Mansfield
653216, £1.20/80p unwaged.
@ The Hour of Liberation
— a festival of films, videos
music, food, stalls, speakers
and discussion, Harehills
Place, Harehills Rd, Leeds 8.
Including Fri 11 Nov 8-11pm
film The Hour of Liberation
and disco. Sat 12 Nov
11-5pm videos Awake from
Mourning, The Cause of
Ireland, Aire Valley Yarns
plus films, exhibitions, stalls
and speaker at 1pm: Tariq
Mehmood (Pakistan
Workers Association). Sat
evening 8-11.30pm film, The
Patriot Game plus Chilean
folk group The Carrascos.

® Week of Action on
Namibia Thur 27 Oct-Wed 2
Nov. Details from NSC, PO
Box 16, London NWS5.

@ History Workshop 17

Manchester 1983
Industrialisation and after.
Manchester Polytechnic, All

gton Park St, London
1 01-359 3976. ELSSOC
ve also produced a 1984

dar showing scenes
life in the liberated
, £3 from same
ess.
Concert for El Salvador
ith The Republic and Carol
imes. Fri 11 Nov, 8pm,
, Houghton St, London
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Date . .. ... .. 19
T0.
(Name of your bank in capitals)
of

(Address of your bank in capitals)
Please pay to the credit of Socialist Action, Acc. No.
70372315 at Co-Op Bank, 08-90-33, 1 Islington High
Street, London N1. Startingon . ... ... .. (date of
first payment) and thereafter monthly on the same
date until further notice. Debit myA/CNo . . . . .. . .. :
for the amountof £ . . . .. ’
Name ... ...........

bank. Thank you.

Signature ... ... ... ..

When completed and signed please return to:
The Business Manager, Socialist Action, 328 Upper
Street, London N1 2XP.

Please do not send the Bankers Order direct to your

- Join the
fight for
socialism e ...

Saints, Manchester 15. 11-13
November. Registration and
enquiries to: History
Workshop 17, 47 Albany
Road, Manchester 21. Full
fee £7, Students and low
wage £3.50, unemployed and
OAPs free. Cheques payable
to ‘History Workshop 17°.

| would like to become a Socialist Action
supporter.

® Please send me my supporters bulletin O
® Please put me in touch with local readers
® | enclose a standing order/donation of £

Socialist Action Bankers Order Form

® Exhibition on plastic
bullets at Islington libraries:
Essex Rd 31 Oct-12 Nov;
Manor Gdns 14-26 Nov;
Finsbury 28 Nov-10 Dec.
Organised by Islington TOM
with Islington Council.

® Norwich/Cambridge
Troops Out Day School, 5
November, Kings College,
Cambridge. Registration
9.30am. Cost £1, pooled
fare. Creche must be booked
in advance. For details
phone Cambridge 881113.
® London Lesbian & Gay
Young Socialists meet every
four weeks on Sundays at
6pm, Marchmont
Community Centre,
Marchmont St, WCI. Next
meeting 20 Nov showing
‘Revenge of the teenage
perverts’ and other videos.
Further details from Martm
01-263 9484.

¢ London Labour
Campaign for Gay Rights
next meeting Sun 6 Nov,
6pm, Marchmont
Community Centre,
Marchmont St, WCl1.
Further details from Mike
01-659 2983 or Bob 01-341
0666.

® Gay NUR group just
forming. For details of
inaugural meeting write to
Gay NUR ¢/0 119
Southwyck, Coldharbour
Lane, London SW9.

@ Lesbians in the Labour
Party and trade unions next
national meeting Sat 26 Nov,
2pm, A Woman’s Place,
Victoria Embankment,
London WC1 (Embankment
tube). Creche available.
Further details from Sarah
Roelofs ¢/0 Gays the Word
bookshop, Marchmont St,
London WCI1.

telephone 01-226 0571

Thur, Fri, 11-7.

Reagan Free Caribbean
badges in yellow, black
and red. 25p each (plus
postage); bulk orders 20p
each. Money with orders
to PO Box 36, 136
Kingsland High St,
London E8. Cheques/POs
g?yta’ble to Hackney Book
ub.

....................

Union/CLP (if eny) ...............

o Central America:
Nobody’s Backyard.
Programme of meetings
organised by North London
Central America Group,
Tuesdays at 7.30pm,
Hampden Community
Centre, 150 Ossulston St,
NW1. £5 for full course or
£1 per meeting(£2/50p
unwaged).

8 Nov Central America and
the peace movement;

15 Nov Liberation Theology:
Option for the poor;

22 Nov ‘The First Casualty’
& ‘Ballots & Bullets’;

29 Nov Viva Centro
America! Further info
Duncan Green 01-359 3976.

@ Sri Lankan Research &
Information Group will
provide speakers on the
current situation there for
meetings. Write to 9 Grays
Inn Buildings, London ECI.

If you want more information about Socialist Action or to be put in touch

® Nobody’s Backyard —
week of action on Central
America, 27 Nov to 3 Dec.
For details write to
Nobody’s Backyard, 4
Replingham Rd, London
SW18.

@ Films at work — a series
of films at Jacksons Lane
Community Centre, 271
Archway Rd, London N6. 6
Nov Saturday Night and
Sunday Morning; 13 Nov
Salt of the Earth; 20 Nov
Finally got the News; 27 Nov
The Filleting Machine; 4 Dec
Borinage; 11 Dec WR —
Mysteries of the Organism;
19 Dec Days of Hope. All
start at 7.30pm, £1.50/80p
UB40.

@ Labour CND West
meeting, Sat 12 Nov, 10am,
Unity Hall, Damplet St,
Bridgwater, Somerset.
Election of officers am.
Public meeting pm with
Stuart Holland MP, Joy
Hurcombe (Sec Labour
CND), Alan Freeman
(Socialist Action), John
Cleave (SANA). 50p all
day/£1 pm only, creche
available. Details from Daf -
Lincoln, March Lane
Bungalow, Gathampton, Nr
Yeovil, Somerset 0963
40598.

@ National Association of

‘Ethnic Minority Doctors

(NAEMD UK) workshop on
the contribution of ethnic
minority doctors to the NHS
& obstacles to their
recognition. Sun 13 Nov,
Great Western Royal Hotel,
Paddington Stn, London
W2, 1lam-4pm. £1 for non-
members. For details contact
NAEMD (UK), 28
Churchfield Rd, London W3
6EB 01-993 6119.

= For Marxist

books,posters,
postcards, badges
Feminist literature

London 328 Upper St. London N1
Open — Mon, Tues, Sat, 10-6 Wed 12-7

Birmingham 137 Digbeth Birmingham B5
telephone (021) 643-5904
Open — Mon-Sat 10-6 Closed Wed.

Mail Order Service — Add 20% for P&P

Advertisement

o Dumfries & Galloway
Youth CND events: Sat 5
Nov meeting to organise
peace march from Prestwick
Airport to Chapelcross next
summer, 2pm, Community
Centre, 29 Irish St,
Dumfries. Sat 19 Nov phone
protest at the production of
tritium at Chapelcross. For
information contact Alan
Conchar (sec), 13 Cotton St,
Castle Douglas,
Kirkcubrightshire, DG7 1AJ
0556 2030.

‘@ Anti-Privatisation

Newsletter produced by
Public Service Action.
Fourth issue out now
includes material on council
house sales, failures by
private contractors, and on
privatisation of the NHS,
British Rail, British Gas etc.
30p each from SCAT
Publications, 27 Clerkenwell
Close, London EC1, 01-253
3627. o
® Socialist Bookfair 1983
Covent Garden, London
WC2. 4-5 November.
Enquiries to Bookmarks,
(SBF), 265, Seven Sisters
Road, London N4 2DE.
01-802 6145.
® No Intervention in
Central America and the
Caribbean (NICAC) is a
broad based coalition of
solidarity groups, human
rights orgs, aid agencies and
political parties. More details
from NICAC 20/21
Compton Terrace, London
N1 01-226 6747.
® Labour Movement
Conference on Ireland —
Peace through Democracy.
Sat 26 Nov. Speakers include
Tony Benn, Ken
Livingstone, and Clive
Soley.

@ Nottingham Labour
Campaign for Gay Rights -
meets monthly. Next meeting
16 Nov, 8pm, Salutation
Inn, Maid Marion Way.
Details: Chris Richardson,
21 Devonshire Promenade,
Lenton 0602 780124.

@ Labour Campaign for
Gay Rights national meeting
12/13 Nov, Community
Centre, The Arches
Industrial Estate, Coventry.
Details from Chris
Richardson (see Nottm
LCGR listing).

® American Power & Soviet
Threat? Critique meeting
with Mike Cox, Alex
Callinicos and Ben Lowe, Fri
4 Nov, 7.30pm, University
of London Union, Malet St,
WC1, Room 3D.

‘e Hounslow Socialist
Forum series of 3 meetings
on the internationalisation of
the world economy and of
conflict: 13 Nov The world
economic crisis introduced
by John Harrison (author of
The British Economic
Disaster); 27 Nov The crisis
in Israel and its effects on
the Middle East introduced
by Moshe Machover
(member of Khamsin
editorial board); 11 Dec The
orchestration of violence and
repression with speakers
from Southern Africa, Latin
America & Palestine. All
meetings Sundays, 7.15pm,
George IV pub, 185
Chiswick High Rd, W4
(Turnham Green tube).

A JOURNAL FOR BLACK AND
THIRD WORLD LIBERATION

VOLUME XXV NUMBER 2
AUTUMN 1983 £2/$4

B!'it_ish racism: the road to 1984

ies for the '80s — A. SIVANANDAN
Capital, ‘black youth’ and crime ~ CECIL GUTZMORE
Policing the urban wasteland - LEE BRIDGES

Psychiatry and the corporate state - BLACK HEALTH WORKERS AND
PATIENTS GROUP

A common language - CHRIS SEARLE
Notes and documents: Teachers in uniform; Racism and children in care
- r f  r 3 T P R F 0 3 0 0 B 0 0 1 1 1|

[ Ienclose £8/$16 (individuals) for a year’s sub ion to Race & Class
[ lenclose £2/$4 for British racism: the road to 1984

Name
Address

Send to the I of Race Rel: 247 P ille Road. London N1 9NG, U.K.
(Please send cash with order, cheques 1o be made payable to Institute of Race
Relations). Details of back issues available on request.

® The Future of the NHS &
the prevention of ill-health
Socialist Health Association

SHA). Tickets £3/£1
unwaged. Order now as
accomodation is limited

from SHA, 195 Walworth
Rd, London SE17.

conference, Sat 5 Nov,
10am-5pm, Mary Ward
Hall, 9 Tavistock Place,
London WCI. Speakers
include Neil Kinnock
(Leader of LP); Rodney
Bickerstaff (Gen Sec
NUPE); Cyril Taylor (Pres

Adverti:

Jubilee Hall, Covent Garden
(next to Transport Museum)
Fri 4 Nov 12.30-6.30
Sat 5 Nov 11.00-5.00

@ Lambeth Lesbian & Gay
Action meeting 15 Nov,
8pm, Lambeth Town Hall.

Adverti;

Red
Mole
T-shirts

RED MOLE T-SHIRTS, red
on yellow. £2.75 or only
£2.15 each for orders of 10
or more (includes post).
State size: S/M/L. From The
other Printshop, 75 Piccadil-

with local supporters send this form to Socialist Action,
328 Upper Street, London N1.

New issue of Labour and Ireland. 40p.

ly, Manchester- 1.
Copies from LCI BM Box 5355. London WCI N3XX. v
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the GLC, and so on. These things will
settle the question of whether or not
Kinnock’s up to the job the party’s set
him.

But I don’t think the LCC letter is
that straight forward. It aims to unite
the left under Kinnock’s hegemony.
There are whole sections of the labour
left who won’t be prepared to give up
their struggle to change policy. In par-
ticular, the fight against witch hunts ...

... the letter says ‘no witch hunts’.

Well, it actually says defence of man-
datory reselection and the electoral col-
lege — which we all agree with — and
no new witch hunts. The left has to op-
pose the current witch hunts too.

WHAT’S YOUR assessment
of Labour Party conference?
How do you judge the mood
of the Party?

The mood of conference
reflects the fact that a lot of
people on the left had a gen-
uine blow to their confid-
ence. After Thatcher’s re-
election they thought there
was a real possibility that the
Party could be replaced by
the SDP. The media and the
British establishment created
the impression that the
Alliance would replace the
Labour Party.

This is starting to evaporate
now — the Party’s started picking
up in the opinion polls, and the
government is seen O be
vulnerable. It’s not even necessari-

ly the case that it will survive it’s

full term of office.

So, I think it was a very quiet and
subdued conference, with people
prepared to take a lot on trust. No one
should ever underestimate the level of
tolerance and desire for unity within
the Party. It hasn’t been much in
evidence in the post-Callaghan year,
but it’s very much the tradition of the
movement.

The interesting thing about the last
four years is that — for the first time —
the left have been able to mobilise a bet-
ter vote in the parliamentary Party than
in the constituencies.

That reflects what’s been happening in
the constituencies.

No. It reflects what’s happening in the
PLP. MPs are actually mobilising a
better vote than CLPs. The CLPs
haven’t changed drastically — they’ve
always been leftish inclined. But it’s a
left which has been prepared to give the
leadership the benefit of the doubt
again and again — and it’s lost because
of that, again and again.

If you have that assessment, how do

you respond to the Labour Co-
ordinating Committee letter?

The letter calls for unity around the
present leadership. It says that its pro-
posals for left unity are premised on no
challenge to the current leadership
before the next election.

The left has to have a positive approach
to the leadership. You’ve actually got
to proceed on the basis that the Party
has elected the leadership it wants.
We’ve been arguing for some time
that the leader isn’t paramount. Now
we have to argue about the sort of
policies that the leadership are going to
carry out up to the election, and after
it. The left can’t start by saying that the
first thing to do is expose Neil Kinnock

— it’s got to start by building a base in
the community.

1 agree you don’t start by saying you
think Kinnock will sell out — you have
to have a positive approach to unity ...

Then you must agree with the LCC let-
ter. There’s nothing in it you can’t sup-
port.

I agree with the mood reflected in that
letter, that there should be unity to
fight the Tories. Socialist Action would
say that the whole of the Labour Party
should unite to fight the Tories. That is
the single most important thing for the
British working class, unity in action,
to support the struggle of the heslth
workers, and the POEU, and to defend

Party conference drew a line under the
splits of the last four years. The rank
and file have actually wiped the slate
clean for Kinnock and Hattersley. You
can’t opt out of that.

All the democracy battles of the last
few years have been based on the
understanding that everyone in the Par-
ty — left and right — is free between
conferences to argue to change policy.

I’'m in favour of changing most of our
policies, because I think they’re wholly
inadequate.

Exactly! And I think the expulsion of
Militant editorial board, the expulsion
of Tariq Ali, and the ban on the sale of
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Militant are important decisions to
change.

If, by accepting that point in the
LCC letter, you go along with those
witch hunts, I think you’re dead wrong.

If I sign that letter, I'm not signing
away my right to campaign on any-
thing. But no one can disagree with op-
position to new witch hunts, can they?

We need to restore the damage by
the readmission of Militant and Tariq.
imagine we’ll eventually get those deci-
sions reversed.

Meanwhile, the LCC letter contains
a clear commitment to no further witch
hunts. No one else will be driven out of
the party. There’s nothing in the letter
that says the ban on Militant should re-
main.

Coming back to what we were saying
earlier, that the left should go out and
campaign. How does the left organise
to do this?

If you start fighting on the issues,
you’re actually drawn into the links
that are necessary. If you sit down and
try to construct a structure in advance,
no one will ever get agreement. You
have to get a series of groups coming
together on a particular issue, like the
Rank and File Mobilising Committee
or the Benn deputy leadership cam-
paign.

But leaving aside the fight against
the Tories — not because I think it’s
not important, but I believe we already
have agreement on that — there are two
key issues I think need raising during
the period of Labour’s opposition.

The first is the fundamental
weakness in our economic policy. It
looks as if Kinnock and Hattersley will
be buying the LCC version of the Alter-
native Economic Strategy. In a sense,
the AES was exposed as fairly inade-
quate by the debate in the election cam-
paign. The defenders of the AES will
say that’s because Shore emphasised
the borrowing side of the package, and
didn’t emphasise any of the controls on
exporting capital. But unless you tie the
Party down on how you pay for the
package, a future Labour government
will inevitably emphasise the borrowing
and the high taxation rather than the
control of capital.

All we want to do hinges on getting
the Party committed to take control of
capital: the banks, the finance houses,
and so on — controlling capital and us-
ing it to rebuild our industry and our
welfare state. If there’s one policy
that’s streets ahead in importance, it’s
getting the Party committed to that. If
we don’t, any future Labour govern-
ment’s bound to fail, possibly within
months, because of the economic con-
tradictions that would follow from a
programme of trying to reflate the
economy without controlling capital.

The second key issue follows from
the significance of the left vote in the
PLP. Heffer got more PLP than con:
stituency votes in the leadership elec-
tions.

We’ve got to get the Party commit-
ted on control of the Labour cabinet.
It’s not good having won all the ad-
vances of reselection and seeing a
dramatic, qualitative improvement in
the nature of the PLP unless the PLP
controls the executive, the cabinet and
the Party leadership — like a council
Labour Group controls the committee
chairs and the Labour leadership.

If we won the next election there’d
be an influx of MPs who’d be com-
pletely on the hard and the soft left —
you’d have a broad left in parliament
with a substantial hard left minority.

It would be a big weakness if a good
PLP is elected and they all mill around
for three or four years unable to actual-
ly get to grips with controlling the
cabinet and the civil service.

at now for the
Labour left?

So, you’re saying you’re pretty confi-
dent we can win the next election? I'm
not as sure as you.

I think we can win the next election —
and we can actually win enough of a
majority to survive the full five years of
parliament. I’m sure the parliamentary
leadership will say roughly the right
things in opposition. That’s exactly
what Wilson did.

It’s no good just having a pre-
gramme for what we do in opposition.
We’ve got to start thinking what to do
once we’ve elected a labour majority.
We’ve got to control the parliamentary
leadership, and we’ve got to have a
clear commitment to the control of
capital as the basis of all our economic
policies. Otherwise the government will
be broken by international forces.

Even with your scenario, the left will
still need to build because it’s been un-
questionably the case that what’s been
won over the last four or five years has
been because the left has fought and
organised.

Yes, the left has got to give the lead. 1
would say the left should meet to
discuss the LCC letter. If the LCC are
prepared to accept that you need to
control capital and the parliamentary
leadership, then we have the founda-
tions for a socialist programme within
the next Labour government.

The left has to organise to make sure
Labour wins on a particular sort of pro-
gramme, that’s what you’re saying. But
what’s the potential organiser of such a
campaign? The national supplement of
London Labour Briefing for example?

That’s how we originally envisaged
Briefing, and it played a major role in
getting big breakthroughs in the GLC
and the London boroughs.

Do you think there’s a potential for
Briefing to play that role nationally?

I think there’s a potential. But to be
able to do it, Briefing’s got to capture a
broad range of opinion, especially out-
side London.

Look at what happened with the Brief-
ing bulletin at Labour Party con-
ference. The lunchtime editorial
meetings were crowded with delegates
and visitors, people who weren’t part
of the regular London Briefing team.

They were looking for something to
plug into nationally.

Right. And Briefing could begin to
bridge that gap precisely because it
wasn’t associated with one particular
set of ideas. Socialist Organiser bulletin
didn’t have that pull. If Socialist Ac-
tion had produced its own bulletin in-
stead of helping with Briefing, it
wouldn’t have had that pull either.
If Briefing is to fullfil its potential
— and that’s still an open question — it
has to be in the democratic control of
briefing groups and briefing sellers wp
and down the country, it has to have
links with the union broad lefts, and it
has to include all the different cam-
Eaigns: Labour Committee on Ireland.
abour Against the Witch hunt.
Women’s Action Committee, and so
on.

I’'m not sure the left is at the stage ve!
where this can be done. It sees things ir
terms of what’ll be happening over the
next year or two.

I’m convinced that there’s a rea
possibility that the next governmen
will be Labour. It makes for a com
pletely different perspective. You'w
got to start planning now for the nex
Labour government and what it does.
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Britain’s
fifth
“bank

HE IDEA that low wages makes for job security
s never had much credence amongst shop
vards. Within GEC it’s a sick joke. As Britain’s
pst profitable private company, GEC have a
rord which makes them the envy of every
italist.
The huge profits accumulated have formed a
h mountain which now stands at £1,319 million
d earns £178 million in interest per year. These in-
est payments have led to the tag that GEC are Bri-
’s fifth bank.

} It has been the ruthless
plication of the concept
semi-independent profit
operating under
strict financial targets
the managing director
ord Weinstock which

sion means the rationalisa-
tion of large chunks of the
existing UK set-up. Under
the smokescreen of the
recession the company are
closing sites and rationalis-
ing their product groups

ALICS

ve been the base of this  into smaller higher
ancial success. Unlike  technologically advanced
- other major  units.

mufacturing company,

C have prevented the

mation of strong shop

wards combine and any
er-site negotiating
aCNinery.
t  This policy of financial
peess or closure at plant
el has blocked the unity

d confidence of trade
ponism in the company.

th defence contracts in

bag and a big stick
plicy against  strongly
ganised sites, Weinstock

s disciplined the trade
jons into isolation and
fvision.

The flip side of this
approach to site
has been the for-
arion of a toothless Na-
pnal Joint Consultative
Bommittee on which na-

In the Traction group
this policy is meeting with
stronger resistance than
elsewhere. The recent deci-
sion to close the Sheffield
site, losing between 600
and 700 jobs, coincided
with a major conference
called by Sheffield City
Council on 10 October.

Focus

The conference aiming
to launch a national cam-
-paign for electrification of
the railways and a reversal
of Tory rail cuts, drew
‘together over 200 delegates
from the rail and rail
manufacturing sector.

“After hearing national
rail union leaders call for a

[ ICS

CCES

pnal union officials drink  positive campaign against
pa with managers. ‘the introduction of
Serpell by stealth’,
arket delegates from both the
NUR and GEC stressed
that the campaign was

nder t. . Ve s
’ -,.. ngdle(?:’grgrfl;gx vital only if it acts as a

focus and base for a cam-

-l i " i . . .
mber him?) the drive paign to defend existing

p export success has pro-

aced a fresh approach. JOVS: . :
om bei Following the con-
m being a large UK ference, GEC Traction

pEnpany, the GEC Boal'd
s its eye on the multina-
pnal market. The cash
ockpile and the failed bid
for the West German elec-
»-al giant AEG are only a
pretaste of the drive for
US electronics in-

stewards from Sheffield,
Preston. and Trafford
Park discussed the com-
pany plans for compulsory

Sheffield closure. After
the largely successful im-
position of a nil increase in

STy .
" Such a policy of expan- - 1982, the stewards

redundancies on top of the -

recognised the uphill
nature of the battle and
have prepared for a big
campaign.

Stewards at Preston
have planned a huge town-
based rally for 3
November aimed at rail
and GEC workers and
their families. The rally
will be addressed by Shef-
field stewards who will
earlier that day have heard
their fate from GEC.

Campaign

The national combine
have agreed to produce
10,000 copies of a special
newsletter outlining the
Traction campaign and the
case for electrification of
the railways. This will be
distributed in bulk to the
three sites in Traction and
throughout the rest of the
GEC group of companies.

Support for the Trac-
tion workers has also come
from the City of Sheffield
council. Apart . from
organising and hosting the
electrification conference,
they have backed the Shef-
field stewards with prac-
tical help.

°
Failure

At the conference,
speaker after speaker

referred to the link bet-
ween Sheffield Labour
group’s campaigning ap-
proach and the desire of
the Tories to abolish the
metropolitan authorities.-

In facing the giant
parent company, GEC
stewards are under no illu-
sions. The failure of the
rail unions to date to pre-
vent the closure of the rail
workshops and the lack of
fight by the engineering
unions over the shorter
working week claim is a
grim reminder of the
obstacles.

One Sheffield steward '

summed it up when he said
that no-one had yet beaten
Weinstock, but someone
will and perhaps it will be
Traction workers.

Profits and Workforce of GEC

Profit per employee
1974 £704 . \
1979 £2441 155,000
1982 £4030 145,000

No of employees‘ Rate of profit (%)
170,000 22.4

26.7
27.3

THE CAMPAIGN for
electrification of the
rail system is supported
by the national rail
unions (ASLEF, NUR,

‘'TSSA); the GEC Na-

tional Joint Shop
Stewards Committee;
the Sheffield, Man-
chester and Preston
Confederation of Ship-
building and Engineer-
ing Union District
Committees and Shef-
field City Council.

It is based on two
principles:

@ railways are a public
asset which should pro-
vide the best possible
service in transporting
people and goods,

® investment by gov-
ernment in electrifica-
tion of the main line
railway network will
improve the service and
also save or create
thousands of jobs.
Directly, it will help

guarantee the jobs of

railway workers; less
directly it will provide
work for those in the
many industries that
supply the railways.

The campaign is
organised through the
labour movement against
the Tories whose clear
decision is one of under-
mining the rail network,
cutting spending and
slashing jobs.

The need for public
transport is clear — 60 per
cent of the population do
not possess a driving
licence. The old, the
young, the unemployed,
women are most hurt by
cuts in the rail system.

British Rail’s diesel
locos are Yi-way through
their working life and no
government decision to
replace them will be made
without rail union co-
operation on productivity
and job cuts. In contrast to
government job cutting,
one transport consultancy
argue for a package of
electrification which

could:

o electrify 60 per cent of
the network instead of the
24 per cent currently elec-
trified

@ improve track, signall-
ing and train speeds

@ re-open 100 stations on
freight only lines, thereby
opening the network to an
additional 2 million poten-
tial passengers

All this would cost on-
ly £3.9 billion or the price

of two Trident sub-
marines!
The new BR Board ten

year plan dictated by the
Tories covers the 13 year
period from 1983 to 1995.
The limited electrification
provisions it contains
would generate £250
million of equipment sup-
plies and £200 million in
civil engineering contracts.
The Tory view of such
commitments is that all
will continue provided the
targets of financial pro-
fitability of individual
lines are met.

This target, together
with the planned privatisa-
tion of the railway
workshops, is designed to
break the power of the
railway unions and tempt
the private sector
manufacturers like GEC
Traction and Brush. To
unite the public and
private  sector  unions
around the electrification
campaign required a com-
mon action programme
agreed at the 10 October
conference in Sheffield.

o calling local con-
ferences and involving
union branches, women’s
and other organisations

@ establishing local cam-
paign committees involv-
ing rail and engineering
unions and labour councils

@ building national
liaison between the com-
mittees and circulating
campaign material, work-
ing alongside the Triple
Alliance of rail, steel and
mining unions.

@ building the national
demonstration and lobby
in April 1984. -
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All out
strike
~action!

PHONEY WAR gave way to real war in the
telecoms privatisation dispute more thai three weeks
ago. In response to a tremendously effective work to
rule by Post Office Engineering Union members at
three London International Exchanges, British
Telecoms management locked out 1600 workers.
Management have since escalated the dispute by
bussing in POEU members from outside central
London in an attempt to break picket lines and
suspending them when they refuse to do so.

Management has peak-
ed its campaign by
threatening the union with
its first real casualties — 19
union members received
notices of dismissal, which
BT have since opted to
postpone until -after the
union’s conference in
Blackpool on 7
November.

By lan Grant (POEU)

The present policy of
the union to win the
dispute is ‘selective ac-
tion’. This strategy was
successfully developed by
the POEU in its 1978 fight
for the 35 hour week and
has been employed for
some months now in the
campaign against Mercury
and privatisation which
preceded the mass lock out
at the International Ex-
changes.

However today we are
no longer in the period of

POEU pickets at Mondale House in London

the phoney war, but are
fighting a real war with
casualties. Secondly the
political situation in the
1982 and the high stakes
involved over privatisation
have little in common with
the dispute over the
shorter working week in
1978.

Some have argued all-

out strikes are an
anachronism, left over
from the pre ‘hi-tech’

revolution. Of course if
this were true who would
want to go on strike if you
could win by a less finan-
cially difficulty route?

‘Robots

But the time has not yet
arrived when robots will
fight our battles for us.
The POEU membership
may have widely different
levels of understanding of
the stakes involved in the

fight, spread as it is from

the most militant centres
of the City of London to
the more isolated reaches
of the Scottish Islands.
But the membership is
mainly young, undefeated
in past confrontations and
unlikely to ‘“respond
passively to BT’s provoca-
tions. Its morale is high,

" especially in the wake of

Mercury’s defeat in the
courts.

Moreover, it would be
a mistake to underestimate
the willingness of the
membership to fight on an
issue which ultimately will
determine the future of as
many as 1in 5 jobs. At the
moment, the initiative in
the dispute is in the hands
of management so long as
the selective action
strategy is adhered to by
the union.

Selective

Simply from the finan-
cial point of view selective
action has unavoidable
and inherent limitations.
How far is it possible,
without acting decisively,
to contain a sustained
policy of suspensions by
BT when every suspended
member costs £100-150 per
week.(The strike bill is
currently running at ap-
proximately £Y%m per

week.)

The eventual outcome
of the legal moves by Mer-
cury are unlikely to go in
the union’s favour —
sooner or later the union
must move to avoid this
debilitating blow to its
finances.

But the real issue lies,
not in the cheque-book,
but on the level of involve-
ment of the membership in
the action. Without
mobilising the full strength
of the members in national
strike action, even the
potential disruptive effect
of selected key targets is
undermined.

Without mass
picketing around the clock
and occupations, manage-
ment scabs are capable of
reducing the union’s im-
pact to little more than
nuisance value.

Meanwhile the majori-
ty of the non-participating
POEU members are fair
game for the media and
BT’s propaganda. The
cumulative effect of the
selective action policy can
only be demoralisation
and isolation of the most
militant sectors under such
conditions.

The Tory government

ese workers, bussed in from East Area refus

is at its least confident
phase since the election in
the wake of the Parkinson
scandals and its complicity
with Reagan’s invasion of
Grenada.

Other public sector-
workers are sizing up for a
fight around the National
Health Service and also in
the rails and mines.

Concerted action by
the POEU for the
withdrawal of BT’s sack-
ing notices and the return
to work -of the Interna-
tional Exchange engineers
could draw in wide-based
trade union support and
deal a severe blow to Tory
policy.

Idea

The idea that you can
win a fight like this on the
active participation of on-
ly a tiny proportion of the
membership - undermines
the possibility of ultimate
victory.

We may, or may not,
win public support for our
aims. It is extremely
unlikely that we will ever
do so on the scale that the
nurses were able to
achieve.

We will- definitely not

picket lines at the Moorgate Exchange

have the media on our
side, nor are the Tories
likely to readily make con-
cessions on one of the ma-
jor items of their
legislative programme.
The courts too will be
against us. .

The only base of sup-
port capable of winning
out against these obstacles
is the whole 130,000
membership of the POEU.
There is no way that we

can afford to have 99 per
cent of them simply put-
ting their hands in their
pockets to pay a £1 per
week strike levy and stan-
ding on the side-lines.

Since management
ended the phoney war by
locking out the Interna-
tional Services workers’
national strike action has
been the only option open
to the union other than
defeat.

IT WAS the British
Telecom’s management
decision to suspend the
sacking of 19 POEU
members until after the
union’s conference that
hit newspaper headlines
last week.

Brian Stanley, the
POEU’s General
Secretary, said, ‘it
would be a matter for
the entire trade umion
movement if any of the
19 were dismissed’.

Strike action has
spread into five cities —
Manchester, Birmingham,
Liverpool, Glasgow and
Swansea.

The Union of Com-
munication Workers has
started a £1 levy to support
the action and has begun
24 hour walk-outs in areas
where POEU members
have been disciplined.

British Telecom’s
management has respond-
ed by stepping up its own
campaign of provocation.

Action
escalates

Iis policy of bussing
POEU members into other
areas was given a new twist
when the BT management
arranged for faults from
the centre area to be
reported directly to the
North West London Telex
office.

Six North West Lon-
don POEU members who

. refused to accept the

blacked work were then
suspended and sent
dismissal letters. This was
answered by four North
West London exchanges
taking protest action and
occupying their canteens
for one to two hours.

More POEU members
were suspended when they
were bussed into the Fleet
Building from the City and
refused to cross picket
lines.

Meanwhile Mercury is
carrying on its campaign
through the courts with
the active encouragement
of the government and the
British Telecom manage-
ment.

Emergency resolu-
tions for national
strike action to the
POEU National Con-
ference 7 November

West End Branch
*As a resait of recent

umions in the event of
smy member being
dismissed for implemen-
ting union policy over
Mercury or privatisa-
tion.’

West End Branch

‘In the event of an
injunction being granted
against the POEU the
NEC should call a na-
tional strike calling on

all the unions in the
public sector to actively
support us.’

City Branch

‘The removal of In-
ternational Services

t to attack
the P%;EU and stop our
opposition to the

privatisation of BT.
This conference en-
dorses our total opposi-
tion to privatisation and
the interconnection of
Mercury and instructs
the NEC to take all
steps to defend our
union and our jobs, up
to and including na-
tional strike action.’
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- disaster,

ding fortress Greenham were foiled again.

Hallowe’en was the op-
portunity - for the
Greenham women to take
down over a mile of the
nine mile long fence sur-
rounding the base where
96 cruise missiles are ex-
pected to arrive this week.

While CND asked us to
lobby Parliament with
candles, the Greenham
women were once again
capturing the headlines
and showing who really
leads the campaign to stop
cruise.

The aim was to pull
down the entire fence. But
because the action had to
be secret it wasn’t possible
to mobilise the
numbers required to do

AS PARLIAMENT
debated the arrival of
cruise missiles on
Monday a Tory plan to
keep demonstrations to
a minimum was foiled.
The announcement
about the debate was
left to the last minute
so that there would be
no time to organise a

demonstration.

However, they had
considerably underesti-
mated the ability of the
local CND groups to
respond.

CND’s own ‘Instant
Response Units’ swung
into action! During the
afternoon, CND
organised a lobby of MPs
which was one of the
largest ever organised.

that. I shall never forget
the delight expressed when
one of the women from the
Peace Camp brandished
her clippers at a discussion
about the action telling us
exactly how those clippers
should be used to bring
down each part of the
fence in seconds — if you
know where to cut.-

By Valerie Coultas

In practice the cutting
proved more difficult and
the tug of war between
women and soldiers meant
that a certain degree of
forceful womanpower was
required alongside the
wonders of  modern

Between three and four

thousand people gathered
in Trafalgar Square for a
march to Downing Street.

As the demonstration
left the Square, hundreds
of police in buses rushed
up Whitehall to block off
the route to Downing
Street. Undeterred, the
demonstrators sat down,
and spent the next two
hours steadily expanding
the area under their
control.

The police were not
amused, but were unable
to prevent the
demonstrators :
systematically blocking all
the roads in Trafalgar
Square area, and lighting
a bonfire in the middle of
the road.

All in all a very
successful night!

T S Sz

There’s a hole in
your fence - dear
major, dear major

THEY DID IT. The plan worked. Unbelievably all
those high powered male security forces surroun-

technology. The women
said that they had ‘taken
up tools to cut down this
chainmail fence of fear
and destruction’.

More actions are plan-
ned for this next week as
cruise missiles are about
to be installed. On 9
November Women
Against Cruise will be in
court in America attemp-
ting to gain an injunction
to stop the deployment of
the missiles as a violation
of International Law.

As it is also likely to be
proved that the US may
well be violating interna-
tional law with its inva
sion of Grenada it could be
embarrassing to the hard-
line Reaganites.

Women Against Cruise
are calling for peace camps
to be set up outside every
American base that day.
This is a mixed action and
men are being invited to
give support.

1374.
01-251 3133.

The next National Meeting of Greenham
Support Groups take place on 12/13
November in Manchester.

Women Against Cruise contact No: 01-720

Greenham National Office contact No:

Nuclear dump under No.10?

THE GOVERNMENT’S PLAN to dump nuclear
waste at Billington on Teeside or at Elstow in Bed-
ford has provoked alarm among local residents.

They are right to be
frightened. The ‘intermed-
iate level waste’, which the
nuclear industry produces
at the rate of 3000 tons a
year is to be stored either
in an old mine or in a
disused " ammunition
dump. The authorities say
this will be perfectly safe,
an assurance that will
come as no comfort to the
people of Teeside who
already have to put up
with 36 petrochemical,

as, oil, nuclear and other
installations in their area.

The truth is that there
is no safe level of radioac-
tivity. The history of
nuclear power is one of
disease and
%ovemmental deception.

he nuclear industry is a

. threat to our jobs, but

even worse it is & threat to
our lives.

By Chris Bertram

We can still remember
the near meltdown at
Three Mile Island. At
Diabolo Canyon in the
USA the industry built a
reactor on a fault in the
earth’s crust, but were
forced to close it when
they discovered that the
cooling system had been
installed back to front.

Nor have nuclear
disasters been limited to
the capitalist countries. In
1958 there was an explo-
sion of nuclear wastes near
Cheliabinsk in the USSR.
All crops, animals and
houses were destroyed and
the population evacuated
more than 200 kilometres

from the scene of the ex-
plosion. The death toll re-
mains a secret to this day.

But it is not only the
risk of catastrophe that
should alert us to ‘the
dangers. The effects on
our health are even more
insidious. The incident of
cancer is much higher in
Windscale than elsewhere
in the UK. Radioactive
contamination is now a
significant part of all
marine foods.

Exhaustion

It is not true that
nuclear energy is really
needed. The exhaustion of
fossil fuels is a long way
off and electricity can
always be generated using
wind, water or solar
power. It is hard to resist
the view that one reason
why the government
favours nuclear power is to
break the strength of the
coal miners — one of the

most combative sections
of the British working
class. ‘

* L3
Civil

There is not a distinct
civil nuclear power in-
dustry separate from the
people that - produce
nuclear weapons. Any
country that has a reactor
has the capacity to pro-
duce nuclear warheads and
the civil and military sides
to the industry have fed
off each other.

An ICI worker on
Teeside summed it up
when he said, ‘They would
not put nuclear waste
under 10 Downing Street
would they?’

Too right. The fact is
that if people had the right
to decide whether or not
there would be nuclear in-
stallations near where they
live there would be no
dumps or reactors
anywhere.




