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CND
oY EVENTS

CND Diary is a regular column in Socialist Action,
giving a round up of useful facts, news and dates of
forthcoming events in the Anti-Nuclear movement.
The listing of events is free and the details should
reach us by the Wednesday, one week before publica-
tion. Send to CND Diary, Socialist Action, 328 Uppe
Street, London N1 2XP. .

7

+ Fri 29 April Two anti-nuclear films, ‘America — From
Hitler to MX’ and ‘No Place to Hide’, 7.30pm at Studio
1 Cinema, 74 Victoria Crescent Road, Glasgow. Tickets
£2 (£1.50 unwaged). Organised by Glasgow West CND.
"% Fri 29 April Public meeting on ‘Labour’s Non-Nuclear
Defence Policy’ with speakers John Silkin MP, George
Foulkes MP, Keith Macdonald (PPC for Ayr). 7.30pm,
Ayr Town Hall. .

* Sat 30 April East Fife CND march from St. Andrews
to Leuchars airbase. Meet 10am in Queens Terrace, St.
Andrews. o
*Sat 30 April Scottish CND/Anti-Trident Campaign
joint fundraising booksale, Renfield St. Stephen Centre,
Bath Street, Glasgow. Offers of books to Scottish CND,
Third Floor, 420 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow G2 (tel.
041-331 2878). -

% Sat 30 April East London Labour Movement Con-
ference Against Cruise and Trident, to be held in Queen
Mary College.. Details/credentials from Phil
Waterhouse 01-359 8288 or Ken Cull Hornchurch 53518.
% Sat 30 April Fringe meeting at Wales TUC. Speakers:
Hilary Wainwright, Chris Parke (AUEW/TASS). 7.30

Central Hotel, Penarth Road, Cardiff. Organised by

Cardiff TU CND.

+ May March from Truro to Exeter via Plymouth, Barn-
staple and Somerset (only for the fit!). Details from
Stephen Hugget. Tel: Plymouth 268724,

+ Sun 1 May GLC May Day festival for Peace, Victoria
Park, London. Starts 11.00am.

% Sat 7 May Youth CND Festival for Peace. Starts at
1lam with a demonstration from Embankment mar-
ching to Brockwell Park. Bands, speakers and a festival
village.

#10-12 May Demonstration outside Defence €om-
ponents Expo ’83, in Brighton. Contact (01)-278 1976
for details.

« Thur 12 May Day of Action against Arms production
at Thorn-Brymar’s Brimsdown site in Enfield. Organis-
ed by London Region CND’s Trade Union sub-
committee. Details from LRCND, 6 Endsleigh Street,
London WCl. Speakers at this lunchtime, factory gate,
meeting will include Ken Livingstone (GLC), Jonathon
Hammond (NUJ President), Paul Lefley (Sec. Haringey
Trades Council), Lou Lewis (UCATT London
Organiser), Ron Blanchard (Haringey Councillor) and
Jeremy Corbyn (Haringey Councillor and PPC for Isl-
ington North). ’
«Sat 14 May Conference ‘Nuclear Disarmament, a
Trades Union Strategy. Starts 10.30am at Riddles Court,
Lawnmarket, Edinburgh. Speakers will include Gavin
Strang MP.

« Sat 14 May Festival forPeace. Organised by Rhondda
CND. Speakers: Ken Livingstone, Ann Clwyd MEP,
Alan Rogers MEP, Allan Roberts MP, Women for Life
on Earth. Starts 2.00pm at Penrhys Community Centre.
# 14-21 May Ealing Labour Party Disarmament Week.
Contact David Bays (01)-992 0287.

« Sat 14 May Street theatre, Acton Precinct, Children’s
Peace Party, Ruskin Hall, 2.30-5.00.

* Wed 18 May Meeting, Ealing North Labour Club, The
Lucas Plan, open to LP members & their guests.

« Thurs 19 May Public meeting, Acton Town Hall, 7.30:
Nuclear-free London — Nuclear-free World with Ken
Livingstone, GLC; Mary Kaldor, END; Greenham
Peace Camp Woman; Norman Atkinson MP, PLP;
Gareth Daniel and Hilary Benn.

«Thar 19 May Meeting ‘Disarmament: The Present
State’ Organised by S.E. Birmingham CND. At Friends
Meeting House, Hall Green, Birmingham, starts 7.30.
« Thar 19 May Meeting. Speaker Bruce Kent. Starts at
=.30 in the New Village Hall, High Street, Orpington.

+ Sat 21 May Women’s Peace Action. Southall bunker.
Children’s Peace Party, Dorset Hall, 2.30-5.00. YS
Peace Gig, 7.30 Ruskin Hall W3. (All part of Ealing
Peace week.) L

«Sat 21 May South London CND Labour Movement
Conference. Speakers include: Jo Richardson MP,
Alaistair Macrae (NUPE Nat Officer), Pat Arrowsmith.
Workshops: NVDA and industrial action, Alternative
peoducts, TUs and the Labour Party. Battersea Arts
Cantre, Lavender Hill, London SW11. £2/£1 admission.
« Twe 24 May Glasgow Women for Peace. Day of Ac-
—oo for International Women’s Day for Disarmament,
Ceorge Square, Glasgow. Rally 12-2pm with speakers
i-aer. Greenham, Faslane, STUC. Women’s Festival
Spam-"pm. For more information contact ‘Women for
Pzace'., c/0 the Women’s Centre, 57 Miller Stree:.
Giasgow G2. Tel. 041 221 1177 Sats. after 1pm.

« Tue 24 May Women’s day of action of peace. Detazis
2= Carmel McConnel, Tel: (0273)-604265.

« Thar 26 May Meeting organised by Bristol TUCND.
Spezcess: Reg Race MP and Greenham Common
woman. Also two films. Starts at 7.30pm at Transport
House, Victoria St., Bristol.

« Sat 28 May Greater Manchester CND trade union con-
‘erence. Speakers: Ron Todd (T&G), Les Huckfield MP,
Greenham Common women. Afternoon workshops.
Further details, 061-682 9334.

« Mon 30 May Torness Festival of Re-Creation, 2pm till
late at Barns Ness, near Dunbar. Details from SCRAM,
31-557 4283/4.

« Wed 1 June Meeting — speaker Ken Livingstone. At
Wes: Hampstead Community Centre, Broomsleigh
Sireet. London NW6. Organised by West Hampstead
and Cricklewood CND.

«Sat 4 June Anti-Trident Convention, Kelvin Hall
Arena, Glasgow, 11am to 4.30pm. Details from: ATC,
420 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow-(tel. 041-332 3141).

CND National C

CND’s national council meeting on 16/17 April re-

jected a series of attempts to water down the cam-

paign’s policy.

The national council gave full support to the 24
May International Women’s Day of Action

It went on to discuss
twa_resolutions on the de-
mand for a nuclear freeze.
One called for support for
a ‘bilateral’ freeze between
the United States and the
Soviet Union, the other
called for = a unilateral
nuclear freeze by Britain.
Both were passed.

By Andy Miller

The basic argument
put forward in favour of

the ‘freeze’ demand was -

that while 60 per cent were
opposed to cruise and Tri-
dent, only a minority
sup ported unilateral
nuclear disarmament.
Therefore prioritising
the freeze demand was
‘realistic’ and a ‘bridge’ to
unilateral nuclear disar-
mament’. Prioritising the
freeze demand was a

mistake — it offers neither
real gains for the move-
ment nor real solutions.

A nuclear freeze would
not stop the arms race.
Even a nuclear freeze by
Britain would not stop air-
launched cruise missiles
being deployed  at
American air bases in Bri-
tain, with or without the.
connivance of the United
States.

The demands for no
cruise and no Trident
should not be seperated
from the fight for
unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment. If they are seperated
then. CND’s cutting edge
will be blunted, especially
if a Labour government
were elected.

The debate on CND’s
tactics in the general elec-
tion reflected two different

THE BIGGEST challenge facing the Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament is to root its campaign against
nuclear weapons in the factories. Last year’s annual
conference of the campaign voted in favour of direc-
ting CND's activites towards the labour movement.
Yet even though more trade unionists are affiliated
to CND than to the Labour Party — over six million
— precious little has been done to mobilise this

potentially vast reservoir of support.

The major reason for

this failure lies with the na-.

tional leadership of CND.

By Mick Gosling,
TGWU 1/1107 Branch
(personal capacity)

Winning support for
CND in the workplace is
placed on a par with chur-
ches and community
groups because the CND
leadership does not have a
strategy of mobiliseing the
only social force with the

power to stop the bomb,
but one of putting pressure
on existing political parties
to change their ways.

Nevertheless, many ac-
tivists in CND are commit-
ted to a different perspec-
tive. At a local level a
number of labour move-
ment conferences against
cruise and Trident have
been organised, the latest
taking place in East Lon-
don on Saturday 30 April.

My own union branch,
representing over 6000

PLANS for a women’s
day - of action against
the missiles — an Inter-
national Women’s Day
for Disarmament —
took a decisive step for-
ward last week with

The Women’s and
Scots TUC support.
The Women’s Ad-

visory Committee -of the
TUC met on 19 April and
voted to recommend sup-
port for the action to the
TUC General Council.

By Anne Kane
(Glasgow Women
for Peace)

In Scotland,.following
the STUC’s general coun-
cil’s vote of support for ac-
tions being organised in
Scotland - for 24 May,
delegates. at last week
STUC conference at
Rothesay gave a positive
response to Greenham
women lobbying for sup-
port. - i
At a packed meeting
on Wednesday delegates
listened to Helen John and
other women, responding
with a large financial con-
tribution and pledges to
build for the day.

Following an opening
speech by STUC president
Andrew Barr of the NUR,
a delegate from Rolls
Royce agreed to organise a
workplace rally on the
day. Other delegates in-
cluding ~from the Fire
Brigades Union also gave
strong support.

The success at the
STUC conference was
followed up. by a tour of
workplaces by Greenham
women.

A meeting at the mili-
tant  Plessey - factory
secured pledges of sup-
port. A telegram sent to
the Timex . occupation
from the Greenham
women expressed the unity
in action between the two
struggles:

‘Solidarity, Jobs not
Bombs. Your struggle is

our struggle. Greenham
‘Women.’

Following up the
telegram Greenham

women visited the occupa-
tion on Friday to gain
backing for the 24 May.

Positive

Among the - unions
NALGO are showing the
way by encouraging
positive action to be

views of what CND should
be doing. The first view
was that CND should in-
tervene in the election
primarily to get anti-cruise
anti-Trident  candidates
elected: the other was to use
the elections to take on the
Tories on unilateral disar-
mament.

This difference was
reflected by the executive’s
proposal to change the
slogan from ‘Vote Nuclear

CND belongs in the factories

Ford workers along with
the TGWU 1/667 and
South East Essex AUEW
shop stewards are all sen-
dlilng large delegations to
this.

At this conference the
connection between the
Tories missile madness
and mass unemployment
and public spending cuts
will be made. Workshops
will concentrate on
building CND in- the
workplace.

At Ford Dagenham
we’ve had some small but
useful experience of this.
There has been a CND
group in the body plant for
some time and prior to
CND’s Easter activities
members of both 1/667
and 1/1107 TGWU bran-
ches in the assembly plant
won the unanimous back-

Free in
Cruise,

Don’t Vote for World War
Three’. Eventually it was
agreed that ‘an essentially

83 to ‘Stop
Stop  Trident:

unilateralist slogan’
should accompany those
against cruise and Tri-
dent. .
On NATO,™ the na-
tional council decided to
organise an educational
campaign on the ned to
withdraw-and to give more

ing of their branch
meetings for a TGWU
leaflet on the shopfloor to
mobilise support. Because
this was a union leaflet it
was widely distributed by
shop stewards as well as
CND activists.

Difficult

At a wider level the
trade union committee of
London region CND is
taking up the most diffic-
tul task of all — starting to
argue “jobs not bombs’
amongst armaments
workers themselves. The
committee has called a
midday action on Thurs-
day 12 May at Thorn-
Brimar, Mollison Avenue,
Enfield.

Thorn-Brimar
(Brimsdown site) is one of

organised by women
members _and industrial
action for the aay.

The labour movement
must build on these
statements of = support.
The lead being given for
the 24 May by the
Greenham women can be
a stepping stone for mass
action against the missiles
later in the year.

Women all out for Peace
May 24th

® This model resolution
is suggested for your trade
union branch:

““This branch expresses
full support for the
Greenham Common/
Women’s Peace Cam-
paign, and in particular of-
fers union suppart to all
members who take action
on the 24th May as part of
the ‘Women All Out For
Peace’ Day (International
Women’s Day for Disar-
mament).

Contact: May 24th 16
Arundel Rd. Brighton. E.
Sussex. Tel: 0273-6064265
until 16 April then
0273-553466, until end of
May.

For Scotland contact:
_Women for Peace, c/o the
Women’s  Centre, 57
Miller Street, Glasgow 2.
Tel 041 221 1177 (Sats)

ouncil debates strategy

priority to the issue in the
anticruise and Trident
campaigns.

Although the- educa-

- tional campaign will be

primarily aimed towards
CND ‘members, it is at

least a small positive step

towards implementing last
year’s conference decision
to prioritise the issue.

. .
Mixed

The council rejected a
proposal that future ac-
tions at Greenham Com-
mon should be mixed and
thereby showed its support
for the independent role of
the women at Greenham
Common. :

On non-violent direct
action it was agreed to
prioritise ‘secondary’ ac-
tion against firms supply-
ing nuclear bases. .

Overall the national
council marked a new

stage of the discussion
within CND.

London’s major arms pro-
ducers, producing
amongst other things
special cathode ray tubes
for missile  guidance
systems and multi-pin con-
nectors for all types of
military wiring. ‘

It is this hard, grass-
roots work in the factories
that needs to go on behind .
CND’s spectacular na-
tional demonstrations if
we are to build a move-
ment which goes beyond
protest and has the power
to 'win unilateral nuclear
disarmament.
® East London Labour
Movement Conference
against Cruise and Tri-
dent. Sat. 30 April. Queen
Mary College, Mile End
Road, London El.-Fur-
ther  details/credentials

phone Ken Cull, Horn-
church 53518.
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for the labour movement

LAST WEEKEND
unemployed  workers
strode out of Glasgow
to begin the 500 miles
Peoples March to Lon-
don. )

The TUC and the °

. Labour Party have of-

ficially backed the march

~ but neither organisation

had one of its general

council or executive
members marching.

As  Britain’s  dole
queues grow day by day,
the right to have a job and
a living wage becomes a
burning issue for millions
of people the cfficial
leaders are mistrustful and
unhappy about ‘unof-
ficial’ and ‘extra-
parliamentary’ actions like

taking to the streets for
jobs.

Such an attitude ill-
behoves a parliamentary
and trade union leadership
that has mounted no
serious fight to save jobs.

.The local unions and
local labour parties must
make the response their
national leaders have fail-
ed to do. .

‘MY KNEES are
knocking’ said the
young man from
Nielson. That’s not so
good with 500 miles to
walk 1

thought, Beside him
were two0 young
women from Aber-
deen, holding bright
red carnations: ‘We’re
not staying in London’
they said scornfully
‘we’ll be coming
straight back.’

Behind the yellow
jackets the pipes
started up and the
bright banners of 40
different unions surged
forward.

They had to battle
against the torrential
rain the heavens had
unleashed on the 5000
assembled in George
Square, Glasgow to see
off the 1983 People’s
March.

Police, camera
crews, paper sellers
and latecomers splash-
ed through the streets
to take up their ap-
pointed positions.
Nobody noticed
Michael Foot as he
stepped on the sodden
platform to wave us all
goodbye.

At 12 noon there
was silence. Then the
drum beats started.
‘Go on! Go on!’
shouted anxious
stewards and a young
unemployed woman
from Maryhill and her
friend holding the
Peoples March banner
took their first steps on
Britains long march.

The bagpipes burst
the air behind them

A Marcher

—~

and a great cheer went
up. The rain meant no
speech from Foot.

The march was half
a mile long — ‘2000 if
that’ said a police
sergeant. ‘It would be
lost in those wide Lon-
don streets’ he confi%t-
ed to me. ‘Step in in
case some capitalist
car hits your backside,’

’s journal

_The coppers are ner-
vously friendly,
‘everybody knows why.

At the front so-
meone is giving out
more red carnations.
Foot disappeared. He
used to be good at
marching,

As we crossed the
Clyde warm sunshine
breaks up the cloud.
499 miles to go.

In every city, town and
village through which the
march goes the labour
movement must turn out
in force to show that there
is a working class alter-
native to depression and
dole queues. It must also
be used to build up a
hatred of Tory policies
which condemn people to
the misery of the poverty
line of social security.

Péoples March can be an inspiration

It must show that the
Timex occupation points
the way to save jobs and
that the Tories must be
kicked out of office and
replaced by a Labour
government pledged to de-
fend jobs and living stan-
dards.

Let the Peoples March
act as an inspiration for a
fight back.

Peoples
march

for jobs

Dundee workers are
giving full support to
the Timex occupation.
The shop stewards
say this is not just a
fight for the jobs of the
Timex workers but is
about the right of every
worker to have a job.
By refusing to ac-

4 cept redundancies the

workforce is saying
jobs must come before
profit. Five hundred
and sixty out of a
workforce of 640 are
occupying their fac-
tory

The (rade wunion
movement in -alliance
with the Labour Party
must have an answer (0
Timex and all other
firms threatening
redundancies.

They must tell the
company either
guarantee jobs or we
will  nationalise you
without compensation.

That must be the
message at Timex and it
must also be the
message right along the
route of the People’s
March.

APRIL ~ JUNE
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News

IRELAND

UNFREER

North ton be
strike-free zone?

By Martin Collins

TOP LEVEL plans to ban the right to strike
in the North of Ireland were revealed last
week. The revelations were made by NUPE
regional officer Inez McCormick as she
spoke in a debate at the Northern Congress
of the Irish TUC in opposition to a resolution
against the Tebbit proposals. ‘

There was, she said, a sting in the tale of
the conference resolution which allowed the
ICTU’s Northern Committee to discuss
‘special circumstances’ that would make the
Tebbit legislation unneccessary in the North.

She illustrated what these ‘special cir-
cumstances’ might be, by quoting from a con-
fidential letter sent by the Labour Relations Agen-
cy (similar to ACAS) to Northern Committee
secretary, Terry Carlin. The letter explained that
James Prior has responded positively to the Agen-
cy’s ideas, which involve making the North a
‘strike free zone’ in exchange for parity
agreements with equivalent workers on the
mainland.

Such plans were first discussed at a high level
and a very private conference held in Ditchley
Park, Oxfordshire last year. Present at the meeting
were Southern premier Garret FitzGerald, Lord
Gowrie from Thatchers’ Northern Ireland Office,
US government representatives, and people from
both sides of industry in Northern Ireland.

" ‘Representing’ the workers side was Terry Carlin.

The report from the Ditchley Park conference
indicated a ‘high level of consensus between those
respresenting traditionally opposed sectors of
capital and labour’. The strike free zone they said
would be an attractive selling point for investment
in the North. :

Workers on the march in Dublin
Militancy rises
North and South

LAST WEEK saw another example of the
strike-breaking role of the British trade union
bureaucracy in the North with General and
Municipal officials scabbing on the pay strike
of Belfast bus workers.

Bus drivers, like so many other sections of
workers in the North, are divided into two separate
unions, the militant Dublin-based ATGWU and
the right-wing led London-based GMBATU.

The Citybus workers set the pace with a week-
long strike in support of their 10 per cent wage
claim. But their hopes of a united response from
all bus workers in the city were crushed when
GMBATU officials refused to call a general
membership meeting and vetoed proposals to join
the stgike. Frustrated ATGWU members then
soted 1o accept management's Six per ceat offer.

Mesgwhile three more factomes m " NELE
BEve BB NN STREER 1 IOTVETT ThEr DiEee
DEOLTIR TET DR Ther v Do, s mws S
I e 1T SeERITRETTT TTMOP UMD  REWT AT
DT T RTTHE BRSHINN Ther Dpeer TR $
ERSGETY Poedkves. W LE SR 3o of BUNtamCy g
Nortk and Soath it s crimimal that sections of the
British beft still pander to the notion that it is

bgion not partition that causes the main division

“socialist

religion n
of the Irish working class.

Reply to Ken Livingstone
By Vladimir Derer

In Socialist Action (1 April) there were no less than
three hostile comments on the Campaign for Labour
Party Democracy: one by Ken Livingstone, one by
Walter Wolfgang and one — for good measure — by
Wolfgang’s interviewer. All these comments have
one thing in common. They make no attempt to
criticise CLPD’s actual position.

Ken Livingstone limits
himself to making an un-
founded allegation that
the recent CLPD/Labour
Coordinating Committee
joint statement, urging
Party- unity, amounts to
‘cosying up to the right
wing’ and to implying that
the two organisations are
abandoning the fight for
policies and
against expulsions.

Ken rightly draws at-
tention to the danger of

the coalition plans con-

templated by some mem-
bers of the Parliamentary
Labour Party and trade
union leaders. Yet he
seems to believe that the
left can frustrate these
plans by adopting a tactic

of confrontation with the -

right wing, a tactic which
would divide the Party
even further.

Because of this he de-
nounces the CLPD/LCC
initiative as an attempt at
‘accommodation with the
witch-hunters’ which can
only facilitate further
purges and aid plans for a
coalition with the Social
Democratic Party.

| Belief

Ken’s basic misconcep-
tion derives from his belief
that whatever the outcome
of the next general elec-
tion, the Labour left is
bound to gain in influence
and strength. He said as
much in a recent interview
with New Musical Express
(9 April). -

CLPD takes the op-
posite view. Quite apart
from the fact that we
would regard a Tory
Alliance victory as an un-
mitigated disaster which
we should do everything to

avert, we also believe that

another victory of reaction
at the polls would find an
inevitable reflection in a
further _reactionary ad-
vance within the Party.

In the climate of
despondency and
demoralisation which
would follow another lost
election the charge that
those who fought
democratic reforms and
socialist policies were
responsible for the defeat
(because they split the Par-

Isn’t it wonderful!
Mrs Thatcher and her
friends are planning a
whip round to finance
such ventures as the
Falklands campaign and
the war in Northern

Ireland !

for

ty and failed to take ac-
count of the conservatism
of the electorate) would
find a sympathetic echo
among the Party and trade
union membership.

The Party’s right wing
would be strengthened and
in the event of a ‘hung’
parliament it .would push
through its coalition con-
tingency plans as well as
retain the support of the
majority - of members
should the Party split. Far
from gaining ground the
left would find itself in-
creasingly isolated.

Victory

This is why we believe
that the left must do
everything to ensure a
Labour electoral victory,
and that it must be seen to
be doing so. Bermondsey
has shown that even tradi-
tional working class elec-
tors will not support a
divided Labour Party.

Since the Party is a
broad coalition, unity is
not possible without some
kind of compromise. The
joint statement outlines its
suggested terms.

~ But these things are
nothing like what Ken
claims. They propose give
and take on both sides.
The statement asks.for the
acceptance of ‘existing
policies, the existing lead-
ership, the existing mem-
bership, the existing
parliamentary candidates
and the existing selection
procedures for Leader,
Deputy Leader and parlia-
mentary candidates.’

This does imply that
there should not be a
public campaign against
policies as ‘outlined in the
campaign document and
later the manifesto, nor
against a leadership deter-
mined by normal constitu-
tional procedures even
though this may mean the -
possible acceptance of
Denis Healey. .

But it also implies the
acceptance of. all existing
parliamentary candidates
and the existing member-
ship; this leaves the CLPs
the right to determine who
is accepted into the Party
and who is to represent
them in parliament.

1 think you are
[ labouring under a
misapprehension.

who---

"Viadimir Derer

The plan, T believe, is
to make the organisers
of demonstrations pay
the wages of the police

Acceptance of existing
selection procedures for
Leader, Deputy .Leader
and parliamentary can-
didates — a further condi-
tion — would ensure that
the electoral college as at
present constituted  and
mandatory reselection,
and  procedures that
presently go with them,
are here to stay.

Finally the last condi-
tion in the statement,
namely that ‘Annual Con-
ference, acting in line with
impartial conditions,
clearly laid down in the
constitution, should be the
only body entitled to cur-
tail the activities of
pressure groups within the
Party ...” means that the
NEC would agree not to
use its present powers
under Clause II (3)(4) and
the Register, until the rules
which would govern the
activities of  pressure
groups of Labour Party
members, and which con-
ference alone would be en-
titled to administer, are
written into the Labour
Party Constitution.

Right

Ken is right in think-

ing that such conditions
despite the concesSions
they involve, will not be
acceptable to  witch-
hunters. He must be naive,
however, if he believes
that we think that they are.

Our appeal is not ad-
dressed to the witch-
hunting right but to the
broad Party and trade
union membership. It is
being promoted in the
form of a model resolution
to the annual conference.

Even though our cond-
itions are unacceptable to
the- witch-hunters, they
are, we believe, acceptable
to the Party as a whole.
Widespread support for
them would ensure that
the ‘moderate’ extremists
would be forced to accept
them.

Photo. Jahn Harris

COLIN ADAMS is the
chairperson ‘of Brent
East General Manage-
ment Committee. He is
leading the struggle for
reselection in Brent
East.

The party wants to
change its MP for one
such as Ken Livingstone
who would represent its
views more directly.
But its right to reselec-
tion . is threatened
through bureaucratic
delay, as Colin explains
below.

‘In  June 1981 we
agreed a time-table for the
reselection process with
Reg Freeson, our MP.
However the regional par-
ty official refused to come

~ to an executive committee
meeting to start up reselec-
tion.’

olin Adams

What has irritated the
party is that despite its at-
tempts to follow the con-
stitution an  original
disagreement about
reselection for the local
elections in a couple of
wards has been blown up
into a national affair.

‘We feel this party has
been run as well as most
other parties and we’re
very dissatisfied about the
scrutiny we’ve been put
under’.

The right complain
greatly about a left caucus
held in Brent on the sub-
ject of the reselection.
They claim the meeting
contravened the constitu-

W-

LN [

o Astythis very minute
e S.F.G. are preparin
a bill for Blairm?;az?ch. J

Let Brent
East select

tion. But Colin says; ‘On

this\ issue the 1

shouldn’t consider itself to

have any jurisdiction: the

matter was totally unof- -
ficial. The party can’t be

held responsible for it’.

When asked about the
role of the sitting Labour
MP, Colin is diplomatic:

- ‘He was quite helpful in

agreeing the proposed pro-
cedure in June 1981. But
by March this year the
GMC condemned him for
calling for a further en-
quiry.’

Colin’s diplomacy is
justified.  Freeson is
fighting his own redun-
dancy harder than he’s
fought any other. He now
claims Ken Livingstoneis a
member of Gerry Healy’s

Workers Revolutionary
Party. .
If Brent East is to select

it’s going to require not
merely the acquiesence but
the active support of the
National Executive. The
process normally takes
three months and a June
election will make it dif-
ficult anyway.

Colin is optimistic.

‘We expect the NEC,
given the evidence, to give
us the go-ahead im-
mediately.” But he does
add that the GMC ‘would
feel cheated’ if it weren’t
to be allowed to reselect.

® You can help Brent
East in your Labour Party
by passing the following
resolution:

‘This CLP notes the
conclusion of the assistant
National Agent’s report
on Brent East CLP and
calls on the NEC to allow
the reselection procedure
in Brent East to proceed
immediately.’

Support the lobby of
the National Executive
meeting at 9.30 am
Wednesday 27 April out-
side Labour HQ at Wal-
worth Road. (Elephant
and Castle Tube).

A
Al
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Police harassment of

Colin Roach campaigners

to introduce will rein-‘
force and legalise the
current brutal policing

SINCE Colin Roach
died in Stoke Newing-
ton Police Station in
January, a staggering
96 known arrests have
taken place.

The campaign
around the death of
Colin Roach has been
one of the clearest re-
cent examples of
growing police repres-
sion.

East and North Lon-
don courts have been
processing black youths
at a rate comparable to a
car production line.

But while the courts
have had their fill of
defendants, it’s another
matter when it comes to
public access to the cor-
oner’s inquest into Col-
in’s death.

St Pancras Coroner’s
Court will only allow 30
members of the public to
attend because of space.

The past week has
seen blatant manouevres
by Dr Chambers, the
coroner, but most
notably by the police, to
stop the inquest moving
to a bigger place.

Perhaps they’ve had
some problems finding a
local venue, especially as
the magistrates courts

Old Bill plus ne

w Police Bill?

are jammed full of black

youth? Not so! Both the
GLC and Hackney
Borough' Council were
ready to assist. They of-
fered a large room at
Hackney Town Hall for

the inquest.
behind all

What’s
this? The Home

Secretary —

Willie®
Whitelaw — has refused

By Jeff Charlton

to hold a public inquiry,
but proposed a coroner’s
inquest on the grounds
that this was the same
thing. This just isn’t
true. '

Dr Chambers has
publicly and correctly
stated that the Home
Secretary has been ‘hadly
advised’. A coroner’s
court can only establish
the who, what, where
and when aspect of the
death.

The inhuman and
degrading treatment af-
forded the bereaved
Roach family, and the
wider aspects of policing
in Hackney and Stoke
Newington are outside
the coroner’s scope.

The Police Bill that
the Tories are now trying

practices. Asian and
black youth feel the
heavy weight of these
day in and day out.

The Roach campaign
illustrates the impor-
tance for the labour
movement of defending
democratic rights and
civil liberties. ’

A number of activ-
ities are being planned
which Socialist Action
readers are urged to win
support for. Messages of
support, donations and
requests for speakers
should be ‘sent to the
Roach Family Support
Committee, ¢c/0 50 Rec-
tory Rd, London N1i6
(01-254 7480). :

® Support the black
youth arrested by joining

pickets of Highbury
Magistrates Court: 4
May, 10am; 10 May,

2pm. Old Street Magistr-
ates Court: 10 May,
10am & 2pm; 11 May.
For further details con-

tact  RFSC (address
above) or the Stoke New-
ington and Hackney

Defence Campaign, c/o
Oxford House, Der-
byshire Street, London
E2.

@ March and Rally for
an independent public
inquiry into the death of
Colin Roach. Sat 14
May, 12.30pm, Bethnal
Green Gardens, (Bethnal
Green tube), E2. Called
by RFSC.

conditions

IT USED to be women who did all the lowest-paid
jobs in the textile industry in Bradford. Then it was
Ukrainians and other East European refugees after
the Second World War. Now it is Asian workers.
In an industry with only 50 percent unionisation,
and with high unemployment, those still with jobs
have been under tremendous pressure from speed-

Stop the Police
Bill!

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Sun 15 May

® Organised by the National Campaign Against
the Police Bill, c/o Room 50, Hackney Town
Hall, Mare St, London E8 (01-986 3123 ext 280).
No limits on numbers of delegates.

up and increasing workloads.

The end result of this
process can be seen at Aire
Valley Yarns Ltd, a small
mill employing just over 30
people and situated in
Coal Hill Lane, Farsley,
about half way between
Bradford and Leeds.

The strikers say that
the company pay £1.02 an
hour for a 60 hour week

.worked in ‘12 hour shifts.

The day shift starts  at
7.15am and ends at
7.45pm with a half-hour
break for lunch. Weekend
working, still . at basic
rates, is compulsory.

There is no first-aid kit
in the mill and injured
workers-have been told to
make their own way to
hospital. Carding
machines, which cause a
quarter of the accidents in
the textile industry, are not
adequately guarded. Spin-
ning machines have no
footbrakes and operators
have blistered their hands
stopping the spindle.
Heavy wool dust causes
eye problems and chest
ailments are rife.

~ Earlier this year a

group of  shop-floor
workers decided to join
the Textile Group of the
Transport and General
Workers Union as a first
step to improving their
working conditions and
the shop steward, Liaquat
Ali, handed out the union
cards. The following day
he was summoned by
director Derek Bedford
and told to take back the
cards from the members.
Bedford also offered to re-
fund their dues.

Dismissed

After Liaquat Ali had
consulted his members,
the offer was declined and

on 14 March he was sum-

marily dismissed. The day
shift stopped work im-
mediately and were later
joined by the night shift.
On 16 March they were all
sacked and are now in of-
ficial dispute.

The police have en-
sured that scab labour gets
through the picket ‘line
safely every morning and

. Aire

evening and although one
of the strikers was injured
by a car, no action has
been taken against the
driver. )

Liaquat Ali has receiv-
ed threatening phone calls
and his car has been van-
dalised since the strike
began.

Tebbit’s law is being
invoked in an attempt to
prevent successful
solidarity  action. An
associated company of
Valley, Atlantic
Yarns, have taken legal ac-
tion against the union,
alleging interference in
their contract with Charles
Busfield & Co, where
workers were refusing to
touch wool intended for
Atlantic Yarns.

The 21 strikers are call-
ing for support from the
labour and trade union
movement and the black
community. Proposals for
a mass picket are under
consideration. L

According to Peter
Booth, national organiser
of the TGWU Textile
Group, the issue is as fun-
damental as Grunwicks
and is a fight for the rights
of every worker in the
country.

® Messages of solidarity
and donations to the strike
fund should be sent to Mr
L. Ali, 34 Dirkhill 3,
Bradford 7, West Yorks.

Witch
hunt

IN almost every society in the
world, women have been discrimi-
nated against ever since human
life began,

Napoleon said they were only machines
for bearing children. Even today, the
women who reach the top of their profes.
slons are exceptions. i

That's why the last 20 years has seen a
women’s revolt against men who would
consign them to an inferjor rank,

That_revolt has been

notural and right. But _like oll

revolutions, it _has . its _excesses
which cannot be defended,

Fools

Those who spell “wimmin” to eliminate
“men” from thelr description are fools.
Those who run women-only restaurants
and hold women-only demonstrations are
-’s ;iay as the men who maintain men-only
clul

Nor does equality for women mean
inequality for men, That would just substi-
tute one privileged class for another,

" Two _London leshians have just

been sacked from their jobs as child

against_boy pupils,
Victims

*  One Is sald to have told a girl of four she
was stupid to be a bridesmaid and wowld
be stupid ever to get married.

She was also accused of telling children
there was no Father Christmas—and’ then
a Mother Chri w glve

presents.
. Their defence ‘was that they
were victims of a witch-hunt, It
never seemed to occur to them
that they were behaving like
witches.

Mirror{omment el

care workers for_discriminating |

THIS pernicious

editorial appeared in the

Mirror on Wednesday 20
April.

Letters of protest should
be sent to the Editor,
Daily Mirror, Holborn
Circus, London ECIP
1DQ. )

Peace prize
LABOUR Euro MPs
have called on the Euro-
pean Parliament to
nominate women from
the Greenham Common
peace camp for the
Nobel Peace Prize.

Alf Lomas, (MEP),
who submitted the mo-
tion, said that ‘the
women of Greenham

-have been one of the

most significant forces in
the world this year in op-
posing the lurch towards
nuclear confrontation’.

Clevedon
campaign

CLEVEDON'’S Triangle
Club is the only private
club in our local area
where the working class
community can get
together for a chat, a
drink or a game of
snooker. If they are
male, that is.

In common with
many other working
men’s clubs in the coun-

—

try it doesn’t cater for
working and unemp-
loyed women.

Women are discrim-
inated against in a
number of ways.

They are banned
from playing snooker;
from the bar on Sunday
lunch-times; from
becoming full members
and going to the club
unaccompanied by a
man; and from voting on
the club’s committee.

The newly formed
Clevedon Women’s
Group approached the
secretary of the club, but
he just laughed, so we
resorted to direct action
to make our feelings =
known. )

On  Saturday 26
March eighteen- of us
went_into the club and
distributed leaflets ex-
plaining our anger. We
chatted to several
members who all gave us
their full support.

The club’s committee
have now agreed to
discuss with us.

But if the discrim-
inating rules persist,
we’ll continue to cam-
paign until women are
able to participate in the
club on an equal basis.
(Alice Walsh, Clevedon
Women’s Group)

® We would like to hear

from other women on
their  experiences of
fighting sexism in clubs
or elsewhere ... so drop
us a line to the address
below.

Compiled by HILARY

DRIVER. Send contribu-
tions to ‘Male Order’
Socialist Action, 328 Upper
Street, London N1 2XP to
arrive not later than Thurs-
day a week prior to publica-
tion.
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ple shouted anti-Russian

MNR

slogans. -
leader shot  workers

hunter Orlando Cristina
has been shot dead.

He was the general
secretary of the counter-
revolutionary Mozambi-
que National Resistance
Movement (MNR).

The MNR is backed
by the South African
government, and has
been responsible for a
series of cross-border
raids aimed at sabotag-
ing key Mozambican in-
stallations.

Cristina was found
shot dead at a farm out-
side Pretoria. He was
generally regarded as the
military as well as
political leader of the

BOLIVIAN tin miners,
who have a long history
of revolutionary strug-
gle, have been on strike
for over three weeks in
support of demands for
bonus payments.

All 18 of the state-run
Comibol mines are af-
fected by the strike.

Now the miners’
union has decided to
resume production under
workers control.

Long-time union
leader Juan Lechin an-
nounced that the union
would appoint responsi-
ble officials to supervise
the running of the mines.

MNR, and aP Ii;glémer

member of the - °

the hated Portuguese Electl'lcal
secret police, dissolved .

after the 1972 revolution. reSlStance

AMERICA’s death row
‘sage goes on.

Afghanistan

° The latest judicial
OffenSlve killing was that of John
Evans in  Atmore,

A BIG Soviet offensiveis  Alabama.
underway against rebel It took three
guerrillas in  30-second shocks of 1300

volts before Evans was
pronounced dead.
Alabama department
of correction spokesper-
son Ron Tate said that
the electric chair in ques-
tion was probably not
faulty — it had been suc-
cessfully used to elec-

Afghanistan. Over the
past month the area
around Herat has come
under heavy air bom-
bardment from Soviet
planes.

The offensive is one
more sign of a big escala-
tion of the fighting in

Afghanistan. trocute 154  people
Heavy fighting has previously.

also been reported Evans ‘probably had

around the cities of Kan-  some special resistance to

dahar, Ghanzi and electricity’.

During the execution
a puff of flame erupted
from Evans’ temple and

Mazar-I-Sharif near the
Soviet border.
On 3 April Soviet

‘organisation of

soldiers shot one man leg. )
during a demonstration Another person is
in the capital Kabul in due to be electrocuted on
which hundreds of peo- 13 May.

Vietnam blow
to invaders

DERING THE PAST month Vietnamese forces
hsve Izunched & series of attacks on the bases of
Kampiuchean dissidents on the Thai-Kampuchea
burder, : ;
Predictably, this has been presented in the
“Western press as Vietnamese ‘expansionism’ and
: i The Vietnamese attacks have been on

harbarity of ‘comi-
runism’, cow rally to the
aid of the Pol Pot forces.
1A operatives have train-
ed his soldiers and aid
comes in from China and
the United States, via the
Thai government and the

s Khimer Rouge
s, Vietnamese troops

buiiding a

:he border to keep out the
dissident forces.

. United Nations Border
Without doubt the at- Relief Opeation (UN-
tacks on the rebel bases BRO)
are to deger;ld bthe con- ’
struction of the barrier.
The anti-Vietnamesc Invaded
forces along the border .
have the unqualified sup- Vietnam invaded Kam-

port of the United States puchea in 1978 and over-
and most of the other im-  threw Pol Pot.

rialist powers. . . &,
pe p This action was

fotivated by the need to
first defend Vietnamese
territory from attack, and
doubtless horror at the

Those who in the past
denounced the Pol Pot
regime in Kampuchea as
the final ‘proof’ of the

Cayetano Carpio e
hero of the ‘
Salvador revolution

SALVADOR CAYETANO CARPIO (‘Marcial’),
the best known leader of the Salvadorean revolu-
tion is dead. His death was apparently linked to the
murder in Managua of ‘Ana Maria’, another of
the top FMLN commanders.

The circumstances surrounding her murder, and
Carpio’s death, are obscure. Whatever the truth,
the only people to rejoice will be the thugs who run
the Salvadorean government and their friends in the
Pentagon and the White House.

Carpio was the
originator of ‘the political
strategy which has
brought dictatorship and
reaction. in El Salvador to
its knees. The formation
of the Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front
and the development of a
political strategy co-
ordinating mass work and
armed struggle, are in
many respects the result of
Carpio’s genius.

By Phil Hearse

Sixty-four years old at
the time of his death, Car-
pio was for many years a
leading militant of the
Salvadorean Communist
Party. Under the impact
of the Cuba volution,
in the 1960s, Jin explosive
debate broke out inside
the Party on armed strug-

gle.

In 1969 Carpio, by
then the party’s general
secretary, agreed with his
supporters the necessity to
organise a split.

In 1976 they announc-
ed the formation of the
Farabundo Marti Libera-
tion Forces (FPL), to this
day the most influential
the
resistance.

In embarking on arm-
ed struggle, Carpio re-
jected the ‘foco’ strategy
advocated by Regis
Debray, which stressed the
role of the small guerrilia
nucleus in the - coun-
tryside. The foco theory,
said Carpio, ‘was the
result of the experience of
some guerrilla groups in

murderous policies of thge
Pol Pot regime.

Whether or not inva-
sion was the correct policy
for the Vietnamese to
adopt, there can be no
dispute that the rule of the

Khmer  Rouge  was
degenerate and  anti-
socialist.

On taking power Pol
Pot adopted a policy of
destroying not  only

South America and in
other countries that were '
removed from the people,
that failed to reach out to
them, to organise them,
and that succumbed to
militaristic designs..’

Instead, Carpio put
forward the idea that the
FPL would initiate
military actions, carrying
out bombings, ambushes
and assassinating the
hated killers of the fascist
ORDEN — and that these
military actions would act
as the starting off point
for mass organisation.

‘That conception took
us away from the idea that
a guerrilla force on its own
can make a revolution,
that a guerrilla force
isolated from the people
can replace the people in
their task of carrying out
their own t{ransforma-
tion,” said Carpio.

His strategy worked.
In 1974 the FPL launched
the Peoples Revolutionary
Bloc (BPR), & mass front
which organised in the
towns and countryside.

Fronts

While the FPL itself
took on the structure of a
party, the BPR organised
mass fronts of workers,
students, shanty town
dwellers and peasants.

The strategy. of armed
struggle combined with
mass work was soon
followed by the other
main organisations of the
Salvadorean left. Sec-
tarian detractors contend

capitalist social relations,
but most of the country’s
industrial infrastructure.
The cities were forcibly
emptied and a policy of
extreme self-sufficiency,
based on forced labour in
the countryside, was in-
troduced. :

" A wholesale exter-
mination of sectors of the
population was carried
out. The country was

that the FMLN is ‘guer-
rillaist’ and ‘ignores the
workers in the cities’.
Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. The
originality and brilliance
of Carpio’s strategic con-
ception was his grasp of

how to combine and link -

the mass struggle with the
armed struggle; how to
complement military and
political organisation; and
his insight that the
weakness of the
Salvadorean ruling class
and state made it possible
to engage in military ac-
tion at an early stage.

The FPL soon
developed theses on the
character of the revolu-,
tionary process which cor-
responded to the main
ideas of  permanent
revolution. .

Stressing the impor-
tant role that democratic
demands and tasks play in
an ‘under-developed’
country, and the necessity
of mobilising the peasan-
try and non-proletarian
sectors of the popuiation,
they concluded that only a
‘Peoples  Revolutionary
Government’ which they
identified with the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat
could accomplish these
tasks. Carpio himself

played a crucial role in
formulating these theses.

reduced to economic
primitiveness
agriculture. Millions died

in Pol Pot’s purges.

Tyranny

Since the overthrow of

his tyranny by the Viet-
namese, Pol Pot has open-
ly allied himself with im-
perialism. The United

based on-

For most of the period
of the war Carpio remain--
ed in El Salvador. But by
1980 the danger was too
great, and he spent most
of his time abroad, living
in Cuba.

Enemies

His imperialist enemies
pictured him as a harden-
ed killer. But he always
stressed that revolutionary
violence was only the
necessary response to the
violence of the oppressors.

He said in an intérview
in 1981

‘The result of this in-
human war is the
depopulation of entire
areas. Even someone who
is hardened to seeing peo-
ple suffer so much is
struck by how many com-

States has been to the fore
in arguing in the United
Nations and other interna- .
tional forums against the
recognition of the pro-
Vietnamese Heng Samrin

government, and in
favour of continued
recognition of Pol Pot.
China has played an
-atrocious role in this
whole episode. Because of
the alliance of the Viet-
namese with the Soviet

paneros are lost, how

- many children murdered.

‘One of my strongest
recollections from my
visits to the war zones are
the enormous stretches
where villages are com-
pletely overgrown with
weeds. Beautiful little
houses left behind. You
can see the care thst the
peasants put' into their
houses. All of this, all of
it, covered with weeds. All
the furniture, whatever
these humble peasants
had, burned. Dozens and
dozens of villages like this
over a huge area.’

When the murderous

_thugs responsible for this

carnage fall, as they soon
will, and are forgotten,
Salvador Cayetano Carpio
will be remembered as a
crucial inspirer and
organiser of victory.

Union, the Chinese have
sponsored the right wing
Kampuchean rebels, and

in  particular  courted
Prince Sihanouk.
Maintaining  ‘Chinese

influence’ in the region
apparently means backing
the most reactionary and
barbaric forces.

Most critical of all, in
order to put the Viet-
namese under pressure the
Chinese army began a
series of attacks on Viet-
namese border positions.

Defeat

The United States has

never reconciled itself to
its hurniliating defeat in
Vietnam. Its support for
the Khmeg Rouge is part
of its ongoing campaign
against the social and
economic successes of the
Vietnamese revolution.
. In the present conflict
the issues are clear. While
the Vietnamese cannot
forever substitute -
themselves for an indepen-
dent and sovereign Kam-
puchea, the present
fighting has clearly been
provoked by imperialist and
pro-imperialist aggression.

Socialists will defend -
the Vietnamese and Kam-
puchean forces against the
Khmer Rouge, the Thai
army and any aggression
against Vietnam by China.
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THE SUCCESS of the
Green and Alternative lists
in West Germany and
Austria and the distrust of
the Labour leadership’s
commitment to unilateral
disarmament has led to a

. discussion as to whether the

Photo: CHRIS GREGORY -

peace movement should
stand candidates in the
general election. The ques-
tion will receive further at-
tention as the result of a
‘Green Rally’ to be held in
London on 27 April. Below

we publish two alternative

views.

REBECCA JOHNSON
has been part of the
Greenham Common peace

camp since 9 August last

year and has been speaking
around the country raising
support for Greenham. She
recently debated Lady Olga
Maitland of the pro-nuclear
Women for Defence on
television. She is standing
against Michael Heseltine in
his Henley constituency.
PAT ARROWSMITH
has been active in CND
from the first wave up to to-
day. She has joined the
Labour Party and is a
member of the CND na-

tional .council and Labour.

CND’s executive.

Pat Arrowsmith

A number of people associated with
the Greenham Common camps have
indicated that they intend to stand in
the general election as ‘Women for
Life on Earth’ candidates. What’s
your view on that?

One of the problems of people stan-
ding as independents is that they tend

" to get a derisory vote. This can

misleadingly suggest that the cam-

" paign is not as strong as it really is. On

the credit side you get the advantages

. of the election address and the can-

vassing of people on the doorstep.
But the most central point is that
while in the past there was no major
party that had a unilateralist position,
now it’s a completely different ball
game when the Labour Party has a

-unilateralist policy — albeit slightly

fudged. This makes the whole. situa-
tion very different to in the past.

How did this question come up in the
‘first wave’ of CND?

This used to come up all the time 25
years ago. Standing candidates was
always a hot issue, because people
didn’t want to lose votes for Labour
even though it wasn’t unilateralist.
Some people like the Direct Action

- Committee against nuclear war got

around this by advocating a refusal to
vote — the spoiling of ballot papers if
there was not a unilateralist can-
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Rebecca Johnson

didate. But this again was always hot-
ly debated, for similar reasons.

The one campaign for indepen-
dent candidates was INDEC — the
Independent Nuclear Disarmament
Election Committee. Michael Craft
stood in Twickenham for this group.
People like Richard Gott, John Git-
tings and Stuart Hall supported him.

Some of the same people formed a
group in 1964 called the Radical
Alliance, which fought some seats on
a wider basis including the war in
Vietnam, and on the white paper on
Race Relations.

I stood against the Labour
Foreign Secretary Michael Stewart in
Fulham. Meanwhile -Richard Gott
stood against Kevin MacNamara in
Hull and fought the election on the
issué of Vietnam. It was quite an im-
portant election, because the Alliance
could have deprived Labour of its
small majority. In the event he got less
than 200 votes.

in Mutham there was a Communist
candidate and we had the same fun-
damental platform — we were saying
the same things about nuclear disar-
mament, Vietnam and race relations,
so it was a bit silly. I got a rather poor

vote.

These campaigns had some value
in that they were waged against
Labour candidates who were totally
opposed to what we were saying. And
this was before Labour had a
unilateralist policy. I think it is now a
very different situation. After the
1970 general election ‘1 joined the
Labour Party because of the nuclear
disarmament policies adopted.

I’'m now on the Labour CND ex-
ecutive, and we're concerned about
independent candidates partly in case
this is used against CND. by the
Labour right wing. I can see that there
is perhaps a case for standing a
nuclear disarmament candidate
against people like Callaghan, who is
so remote from being unilateralist,
especially if there is no possibility of
losing him his seat.

Some of the women who want to
stand would say that Labour promises
are one thing, what they will do in
power is something else. In that case
they are not really standing against a
party which is thoroughly and une-
quivocally unilateralist, and which

will produce a government which is
unilateralist without question.

I think everybody in Labour CND’s

executive is extremely conscious of

this, but this seems an argument for
being in the Labour Party to make
unilateralism stick. We think that
Labour CND’s pressure has led to the
campaign document being not as bad
as it might have been.

After a great deal of thought I
joined the Labour Party because I
recalled back in 1960 when Labour
went unilateralist for a short while, we
in CND let things go by default, so
that Gaitskell was able to swing the
party back again, away from
unilateralism.

Consequently it seemed to me im-
portant to be in the party and make
sure it retained its unilateralist policy.
And it seems to me that’s an argument
for getting Labour in power commit-
ted to-unilateralism, which has not
happened before, and therefore not
standing candidates against Labour
even where the candidate is not une-
quivocally unilateralist.

‘Rebecca Johnson

What do you think about womes
from Greenham standing against the

~ Labour Party2

Heseltine is doing a suave PR job
He’s going round the country justify
ing and expounding Tory policies or
defence and I felt he must be forced 1«
face us on his own territory in Henley
a safe Tory seat by the river.

I see it as another way of gettin;
information out to people about th
issues, increasing the possibility o
people discussing them and coming t
the realisation of the need to chang
things. By standing in the election th
press is forced to give issues mor
space than they might otherwise do.

on’t see myself as heading for :
‘parliamentary career’.

You’re one of the Greenham womes
who’ve decided to stand as a cam
didate in the forthcoming gemera
election against Heseltine. Why kav:
you made that decision?

In Henley there is a unilateralis
Labour candidate and of course ther
will be.Labour candidates in ever
constituency. So if we use this tacts
we’ll always be standing agains
Labour. While I think in the contex
of today’s politics the Labour Party :
the best hope for unilateral disarma
ment there are people in the Laboa
party, like Denis Healey, who’'l
their best once elected to ignore th
conference mandate.

I see the dangers ot standin
against the Labour Party, but afte
what 'the Labour Party did in 196
and 1974, reneging on conferenc
decisions, I think we have to challeng
the people in the Labour Party wh:
might be tempted to do the same 1C

day.

Who is standing and where?

Simone Wilkinson is standing in Fin
chley for the Ecology Party agains
‘T'hatcher. Jean Hutchinson, 1 think
is still going to stand in Leeds agains
Denis Healey. Helen John has decid
ed to stand down in Cardiff becaus
the constituency she was standing in
James Callaghan’s, was adjacent t
Jane Hutt’s, who is a Labour Part;
candidate, a unilateralist, a feminis
and a member of Women for Life or
Earth. She thought she might damag
Jane’s case.

J—

But you feel quite happy in Heale
standing against the Labour Party?

Yes, I feel quite comfortable about it

. I’m going to speak on Labour Part;

platforms and I do think the Labou
Party is the best hope but I do no
trust them fully. They must be prodd
ed kicking and screaming into the
twentieth century through peace ant
disarmament. If you’re standing, as
am, in a safe Tory seat you can rais

* issues that the Labour Party may no

be able to make such a noise about.

After the injunction on th
Greenham women I got the front pag
in the local paper. That enabled me t
get to people on disarmament and th
peace 1ssue that the Labour Party can
didate wouldn’t have been able to.

This helps the process o
politicisation which I strongly believ
in. I said to Lady Olga Maitland in m:
debate with her on T.V. that | wa
glad she’d realised there was a threa
and I’d hope she’d become politicise
about it.



The origins of MayDay

MAY DAY, the day of the
international workers’
movement has its origins in
Chicago. N

In the mid eighties
America was swept by the
demand for an eight-hour
day. And right out in front
of this movement of skilled
and unskilled, men and
women, black and white,
native and immigrant, were
the workers of Chicago.

So in 1866 when the
American Federation of
Labour adopted its historic
resolution that ‘eight hours
shall constitute a legal days
labour from and after 1
May 1866...° it was the
workers of Chicago who led
the way.

A Labour journal John Swin-
ton’s Paper reported that by the
middle of April in 1866, ‘there is
an eight-hour agitation
everywhere’.

Soon one quarter of a million
workers were taking part in the
struggle for this demand. In
Chicago alone 400,000 workers
were on strike.

A newspaper reporting -on the
dispute wrote ‘no smoke curled
up from the tall chimneys of the -
factories and mills and things had
assumed a Sabbath-like ap-
pearance’. The employers, deter-
mined not to give in, used their
press and their control of the city
administration to spread stories
of violence and anarchy.

For two days the strikes and
lock outs were peaceful. Then the
police opened fire on strikers at
the McCormick Harvester
Machine Company. At least one
striker was killed, five or six
others were seriously wounded.

On the night of 4 May a pro-
test meeting was called in
Haymarket Square and later -
transferred to Cranes Alley
because the numbers were smaller
than expected. Near ten o’clock
as the meeting was ending a

police column of 180 men led by

~ Captains Bonfield and War arriv-

ed. A bomb was thrown at the
police. One policeman was killed,
six others died later. Then the
police opened fire indiscriminate-
ly. :
y To this day no one knows
how many demonstrators were

killed or wounded.

In an atmosphere of hysteria
encouraged by press and pulpit
eight of the workers’ leaders fac-

By Bob Pennington

ed trial charged with inciting the
bombings.

Closing the trial Grinnel, the
state’s attorney, said ‘Law is on
trial. Anarchy is on trial. These
men have been selected, picked
out by the grand jury and in-
dicted because they were leaders;
convict these men, make ex-
amples of them, hang them and
you save our institutions and our
society.” Hang them they did.

August Spies, Albert Parsons,
George Engel and Adolph Fischer
went to the scaffold on 11
November 1887, Louis Lingg
cheated the hangman by commit-
ting suicide. It is estimated that
500,000 mourners lined their
funeral route. -

Three others were sentenced

" to prison and on 26 June 1893

they were pardoned by the gover-

nor of Illinois who said he believ- .

ed they were innocent.

This judicial butchery had
provoked a storm of reaction in
the world labour movement. The
call for the eight-hour day and
the use of a general strike to win
it gained ever-widening support.

It inspired the first action of

"the newly formed Second Interna-

tional. Meeting in Paris in 1889 it
carried a resolution calling for 1
May to be a day of international
labour demonstrations for the
eight-hour day.

May Day had been born out
of the bloody class struggles bet-
ween the workers and the
employers’ state. But despite their
fine words the leaders of the Se-
cond International did not have
the stomach to lead general

strikes: They knew that if general

- strikes were used as political

weapons to win an eight-hour day
they could be used for other pur-
poses like overthrowing govern-
ments. .

To the reformist leaders, May
Day is a time for speechifying
and reminiscing. They even throw
in the odd word about socialism.
Then for the next 364 days of the
year they can go about their nor-
mal business of class collabora-
tion and sell out.

Attention Workingmen!
MASS-MEETING

TO-NIGE_&::_Z& o’clock,
JATMARKE?, Randolph St, Bet. Desplaines and Balsted

Qoed Speakers will be pressat to demounce the latest
stroclous act of the polics, the shooting of our
Tollow:

Warkisgmez Amm Yumlv'u [ i»m in Full Farea!
THEE EXECUTIVE COMMITTER

jtung, Nrbeiter!

- Groge
Mafien- BVerfamminng
SHeute Abend, ;8 Nbr, auf bem

& Gute Rewer weedm Yen wwefien Shurlenfieeidy der Poliph.
mem fie griters Rodruritiog nafere Beider fdof. geifieln,

P 2Urbeiter, dewoffuct Gad) wad erfdeint mafienhofi)
Dag Qpeewtip-Eomite,

Bureaucrats and reformist
leaders misuse May Day. The
Haymarket martyrs would have
treated them with contempt.
Those who died on the bosses’
scaffold in Chicago and those
workers . who fought alongside
them wanted to sweep aside their
class enemies. o

They had a vision of building
a better world and in their strug-
gles, their heroism, and their

_ hopes, they inspired the idea of

May Day being international
workers day. ’

It is the guerrilla fighters in
Central America and the workers
of Solidarnosc and all those
forces who defy capitalist reac-
tion and Stalinist bureaucracy
who have inherited the traditions.
of the martyrs of Chicago.

May Day does not belong to
Len Murray and the Stalinist
bureaucrats. It belongs to those

- who want to otherthrow exploita-
" tion and oppression.

8  Socialist Action 29 April 1983

MAY D

historic struggles:

LENIN characterised the
present epoch as the ‘epoch
of imperialism’ — that of the
‘transition to socialism’ and
of ‘wars and revolutions’.
Since the victory of the Rus-
sian revolution there has
hardly "been a day without
war or without revolutionary
struggle.

In 1983, the year in which we
celebrate the centenary of Marx’s
death, the liberal and social
democratic detractors of Marxism
are repeating the old hackneyed
phrases about the ‘failure’ of
Marxism and revolution. But two
crucial struggles are living proof of
the world-wide fight for workers
power and socialism — Poland and
Central America.

Both these struggles, at a crucial
stage, symbolise central aspects of the

* proletariat’s fight for human liberation.

World socialism, the ‘free association

-of the producers’ of which Marx spoke,

is impossible without the twin tasks of
destroying world imperialism and its
principal prop — world Stalinism.
More than ever it is impossible to be a
genuine partisan of the world working
class without fighting for the interests
of the workers East and West, without
fighting for the destruction of the
Stalinist and imperialist bastions of
world tyranny. ,

The struggle of the Polish workers
to establish their own organisation,
Solidarnosc, and to re-mould Polish

Nicaraguan Militia on pardde

society, is the most politically advanced
working class struggle anywhere since
the Spanish revolution of 1936. The
Polish workers have built a mass move-
ment around the theme of . self-
managed socialism. Ten million
members of Solidarnosc conducted an
heroic 18-month struggle to make
socialism under the control of workers,
socialism with workers power, areality.

Despite the brutal repression which
‘followed the December 1981 coup,
Solidarnosc has not died. Its provi-
sional co-ordinating committee, after

. meeting with, Lech Walesa, has called

for massive demonstrations this May
Day.

Discussion

It has continued the work of
political discussion and elaboration.
The ‘programmatic statement’ of the
provisional - co-ordinating committee
outlines the programme of a ‘republic
based on self-management’.

‘The objective of our struggle re-
mains the achievement of the pro-
gramme of the First National Congress
of Delegates of Solidarnosc ... that is
the building of a republic based on self-
management.

@ In such a republic the government
would be under the control of society.

- The factories would be run by sélf-

management bodies. The
municipalities and provinces would be
run by territorial self-management
bodies. The country as.a whole would
have a democratically elected parlia-

‘ment.

@ There would be independent courts
to maintain justice.




\t a crucial stage

N

@ The means of production would ge-

nuinely belong to the society and would

assure those who work in them a real
share in the income that they bringin ...

The perspective of a republic based on-

self-management does not run counter
fo socialism.’

~ If Poland shows the reality of a
ptrugéle for self-managed socialism, it
also shows the reality of bureaucratic rule
and Stalinism. New show trials are
beginning of leaders of Solidarnosc and

e KOR (Workers Self-Defence Com-
nittee). May Day 1983 must be an oc-
pasion for socialists the world over the
pledge themselves to build support for
the Polish workers.
E The stakes in the struggle in Central
erica, despite the smallness of the
untries involved, involve the future
f the whole of Latin America — and
ence the fate of workers struggle
orld-wide.

The recently leaked document of
e US National Security Council shows a

ommunism, then the whole of Central
American from Mexico to Columbia
bould become a single socialist federa-
on. That perspective is a realistic one.
" Central America is in reality a single
jountry divided by imperialism. Its
onomic and social problems cannot
overcome within. the existing na-
onal boundaries. A socialist El
vador would link up with Cuba,
Nicaragua, and Grenada. Guatemala,
he richest and most populous country
n the region would be the next to fall.
The United States is indeed on the
ge of suffering a spectacular defeat
El Salvador. Mangana’s regime is in

fear that if El Salvador is ‘lost’ to .

a state of military and political decom-
position.

Inside the government there is a bit-
ter struggle between Magnana and the
leader of the Assembly, death-squads
supremo Roberto D’Abuisson. The re- .
cent resignation of the defence minister
Jose Garcia reflects the series of
military defeats suffered by the
Salvadorean army since the beginning
of the year. More and more of the ter-
ritory of the country is under the effec-
tive control of the left wing guerrillas of
the FMLN.

Terror

The only method of preventing

defeat has for the military dictatorship
and the US been systematic terror —
from the indescribable horrors of the
death squads in El Salvador to the in-
discriminate murders carried out by the
insurgents during the recent invasion of
Nicaragua. : )
. The morality of Reagan and world
imperialism is precisely the ‘morality’
of the death squads. They stand in
defence of their economic and political
empires against every basic human
right and freedom.

On May Day 1983 the cause of
socialism and workers’ power is far
from dead. It lives on in the struggles of
the Polish and Central American
workers. These historic struggles show
once again that the fate of humanity,
the fate of human freedom, lies in the
hands of the working class — the only
social force capable of remaking the
world ‘from the realm of necessity to
the realm of freedom’.

eeom fighters of the FMLN

Leading members of Solidarnosc

Socialist Action 29 April 1983
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Letters

Coalitionism
comes out

DAVID STEEL is the first ruling class politi-
cian to address himself publicly to the
{'ealities of the forthcoming general elec-
ion.

Speaking on last Sunday's Weekend
World programme he admitted that the
SDP/Liberal Alliance was not likely to win
an outright majority, but thought it pro-
bable that they would command the
balance of power in a hung parliament.

Conditions

Accordingly he laid out his conditions
for assisting either the Labour Party or the
Tories to form a government.

Steel was not whistling in the dark. Accor-
ding to him the question of coalition has been
broached to him in ‘vague conversations, hints
and jokes’ by Michael Foot and Denis Healey.
Tories too have approached him on the basis
that a link-up with the Alliance would be a means
of changing the Tories’ economic policies. -

In our opinion this confirms the incorrect-
ness of the advice offered to our readers last
week by Tony Benn when he asserted that

discussion on organising against coalitionist.

moves within the leadership of the Labour Party
and trade unions was defeatist talk.

Active

-

_ The topic is under active discussion within
right wing labour movement circles and even
among the left including certain leading

members of the Communist Party. The rank and -

file must be forewarned!
Coalitionism would spell the end of any com-

mitment by Labour leaders, however vague, to "

Labour conference policy. As David Steel con-
firmed the first casualty would be withdrawal
from the EEC.

Suppress

The second result of coalition would be step-
ping up of the witch hunt as the right tried to
suppress left opposition to such a move. Finally,
using any pact the Labour leaders would become
even more intransigently opposed to supporting
working people in battles against the bosses,
such as that sold out at Cowley.

Opposition to coalition, support for the pre-
sent struggles against the Tories, organising
against the witch hunt and commitment to those
conference policies which meet the most burn-
ing and immediate needs of the working class
are the policies of the Socialist for a Labour Vic-
tory campaign due to be launched nationally
next week.

Cease

The Labour left should cease head-in-the-
sand attitudes to coalitionist manoeuvres and
organise against the coalitionist plots and coali-
tionist policies of the Labour right. Support for
SLV is the first step on that road.

- Party

. Soviet Union

Editor: ALAN FREEMAN

Published weekly except two weeks in August and the
last week of December.

Signed articles by contributors do not necessarily repre-
sent Socialist Action’s views. These are expressed in
editorials.

Send all correspondence regarding subscriptions, sales
and receipts to Socialist Action Distribution, 328 Upper
Street London N1 2XP. (Tel: 01-359 8180)

Send all material for publication (including advertising)
<o Soctalist Action Editorial at the same address.

W2 regret that due to the high cost of postage we carnot
-~ o acknowledge unsolicited copy or photographs
—ess aoccenmamed v 2 sarrped addressed sovmone

YOUR editorial headed

‘Tribune’s call to arms’
(SA 15 April) is grossly
misleading.

You suggest that I ad-
vised the strengthening of

the armed forces by the
re-introduction of na- -
tional service. I did not.

I merely pointed out

that CND demonstrations

— however impressive —
will not by themselves
convince the doubtful
that there is a realistic
alternative to nuclear
weapons.

I then challenged
CND and the Labour
Party to produce for
public consumption a
credible defence policy
that did not involve the
use of nuclear weapons.

Conscription I men-
tioned as one possible
alternative.

I went on: ‘Alter-
natively, if there is some
other way of mounting a
credible defence policy
that does not depend

CP and
Labour

IF I might hasten a Marxist
view in regards to Gerry
Cohen’s articles on the
vote for the Communist
in the Bermondsey
by-election (SA15 April).
It is worth recalling
that it was in London that
a CP branch in the recent
past marched in support of
Solidarity in Poland. And
the hostility of the British
CP to events in recent
years in Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Poland and

- Afghanistan.

The opportunism of
the CP in the events
followed the denunciation
of Stalin at the twentieth
Congress of the CP of the
in 1956.
Everything in the Soviet
Union from then on was
wrong.

This has led to many
working class communists
being disillisioned.

" The rise of the New
Communist Party is a case’
in point. I remember com-
rade Gerry Cohen when he
was area secretary of the
CP in Liverpool when I
was elected as the first
Communist councillor in
Birkenhead in 1968.

I am now a member of

“the Labour Party to add

my weight to the struggle
of the left.

In taking the headline .

in the same article

 ‘Influence of the Com-

munist Party is there for
all to see’ it seems to me
that the CP has ceased to
exist in regards to the mass
media in this country. Ask
any member of the public
about Militant and they all
know. .

Politics is not about
hiding your light under a

_bushel. The CP used the

argument that we must not
attack the right wing for
the sake of unity in the
Labour movement.

They say this is because
it assists the capitalist class
if any splits occur.

But the right wing in
the Labour Party believes
in capitalism. So this is a
phony unity which leads to
class collaboration.

There is only one real
unity, based on the class
struggle for the working
class to take power and
build a socialist system of
COLIN LEE,
Birkenhead CLP.
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either on nuclear weapons
or conscription, that too
must be explained’.
During the course of
the next few weeks I shall

"be inviting contributions

'El Salvador

THANK YOU so much
for printing the letters of

" Marianella (SA 22 April).
‘It brought home to me

more than anything else 1
have read the horrors of

American interference in

Central America.

PAM SAUNDERS,
Birmingham.

Horwich
action

I WAS rather worried by
your report (SA 15April)
thdt the Horwich Workers
Bulletin argues that the
closure of British rail
workshops can be halted
by ‘new imaginative tac-
tics’ which involve pulling
out key workers.

There is nothing new
or imaginative about this.
It is one of the oldest ploys

in the book. -

Unfortunately it rarely
leads to success. There are
tremendous pltfalls —
particularly in fighting
redundancy. The bosses
can simply escalate. by
sacking those involved
(see your POEU report,
same issue).

Those striking can
become isolated and
demoralised and you may
not get a momentum
developing among the rest
rvho ar¢ working normal-
Y. .

With a group like
those at Horwich suffer-
ing from the general im-
pact of the downturn, the
recent defeats on the
railways and- a limited
tradition of industrial ac-
tion it is tempting for the
leadership to look for
painless, cut-price ways
out. Just now you get the
results you pay for.

The Horwich Action
Committee have done an
excellent propaganda job.
The only way that they
can crystallise their efforts
is to take their members
forward and provide a
chance of halting the
closures by movement
towards an all-out stop-

page.

from people with con-
structive ideas on the sub-
ject.

CHRIS MULLIN,
Editor,Tribune

Disgrace

I’M ALL in favour of
Socialist Action being a
paper which encourages
debate on what kind of
socialist policies the labour
movement needs and how
to fight for them.

However, to print one
a half pages of incom-

prehensible waffle by
Stuart Holland (SA 15
April) was a disgrace.

This article proposed a
‘European’ road out of the
present world economic
crisis.

But nowhere did it
state the simple fact that
‘we are_in the middle of a
capitalist crisis and that
the only way out-is the
socialist transformation of
society.

By socialist I mean
working people taking the
economy out of the hands
of the capitalist class and
instituting a  planned
economy geared to human
need.

What Holland means
by his gibberish of
‘transforming the -crisis’
(into what? by whom?) I
don’t know.

Incredibly, while it
made references to the
labour movement — in

Holland’s meaning a self-
appointed clique of Euro-
pean social
political and trade union
bureaucrats — the article
didn’t even mention the
working class, yet alone
stress that it is the only
force that can bring about
socialism. ‘

democratic -

ROCK AGAINST

REA GA By Ax Warner

Rock against Reagan .
I think it’s time

he’s a nuclear cowboy
got moonshine
triggerhappy itchyfiriger,
fascist gunsiinger 4
hardline rightwinger
ham actor

Rock against Reagan
while we still got time
wants to put all Europe
on the nuclear firing line
for a nebulous sauna

baked hard or medium dry

wants us all to be heroes
we all gonna die

Rock against Reagan
he ain’t no hawk

only wants a LIMITED nuclear theatr

to bargain while he talks
Big Bad Bear approaching

they said better dead than red
we need a Cruise on Reagan

like a hole in the dead

Instead we were asked
to believe that the French
turn-coat Mitterrand will
present a ‘manifesto of
demands for the transfor-
mation of the economic
crisis’ to some summit in
May on behsalf of the
assorted scoundrels who
are Prime Ministers of
Finland, Sweden, Austria,
Greece and Spain (not
forgetting  poor  old
Michael Foot).
~ You wouldn’t know
from Holland’s article that
all these people have ditch-
ed any radical policies in
the manifestos they were
elected on and are busily
attacking the living stan-
dards of their own
workers.

No doubt the editor’s
defence will be that there
will be a reply putting the
‘correct’” Marxist position
— no doubt equally long
and incomprehensible.
That misses the point.

By printing Holland’s
rubbish we have helped
mis-educate any reader
who could understand it.

‘But, more fundamentally,

socialist policies and pro-
grammes delelop out of
the actual experiences,
past and present, of work-

ing people — and not out .

of the heads of intellec-
tuals.

Let’s debate and
discuss with people who
are actually engaged in
struggle and let the likes of

" Holland get his rubbish

published somewhere else.

MICK GOSLING,
London.

‘GREETINGS to

Guerilla action, selec- -

tive sit-downs or even a
one day strike may be
useful {f they are tactics
integrated into a strategy
of all-out strike action and
are clearly perceived and
fought for as part of
preparing the membership
for this eventuality.

To rely - on these
methods as able to do the
job themselves would be
to fatally transform tactics
into strategy. Remember
the NHS or even more
clearly the Civil Service
strikes.

The
unionists

Horwich
should work

trade

towards an all-out strike
by campaigning for an all-
out strike of all the
workshops to commence
with a one day strike of all
rail workers.

Arguments and links
with other workers are
vital. But the biggest con-
tribution they could make
towards this would be by
stopping Horwich now.

MARK STARR,
Oldham.

GREETINGS!

Tony
Wheeler

(Chairperson,
Leamington and
Warwick Trades
Union Council)

Socialist Action. The
objectives you have
set reflect the urgent
needs of working peo-

ple.
‘To achieve a
Labour government

committed to socialist
-| policies will require a
campaign involving
many on the left in the
Labour Party and the |
trade wmion move-
ment.

‘The opposition
comes not only from
the Tories and their
supporters but from
many of the leaders of
the trade unions and
Labour Party. )

‘The tasks you
have set the new paper
deserve wide support
from those seeking a
fundamental change
in our society.’

Wayne
David

‘(Secretary of Wales
LCC — in a personal
capacity)

‘IF Socialist Action |
can help to strengthen
the Ilabour move- |
ment’s opposition to
Thatcherism and con-
tribute to the fight for
a socialist alternative
it’s appearance s
welcome.’

Write to us!

This is your page. Send us your
comments, criticisms or even con-

gratulations. But please be brief —

letters over 300 words will be cut.

Write to: Letters. Socialist Action,
328 Upper Street, London N1

2XP. (Tel: 01-359 8180)
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Ken Jores and Patricia Routledge as Joe and Hilda

When the Wind Blows

THIS IS the stage version of Raymond Briggs’ anti-
nuclear cartoon book. The play faithfully follows

the book.

It. tells the story of Joe and Hilda Bloggs, two
working class Tories who have utter faith, bordering
on the reverential, towards authority and the powers

that be. .

That means they think
if they follow the instruc-
tions dished out in lying
publications like Prorect
and Survive a nuclear
bomb will not harm them:.

When the Wind Blows,
Whitehall Theatre,
London. Reviewed by

Bob Pennington

Joe is the more
‘knowledgeable’ one who
reads newspapers anid
talks knowingly about
Tactical Nuclear
Superiority to Hilda. She
can’t get it into her head
that the war this time is
against the ‘Russkies’ not
the Germans.

Space

Woman

Friday 28 April, 7.38,
iITY
NEXT MONTH =1
woman will be blasted in-
to space for the first time
aboard the shutile, bold-
ly going where no ...
Walt a minute, didn’t
a Russian woman do it
years ago? Yes, but you
wouldn’t know from the
publicity hand-outs. This
film is about NASA’s
new female astronauts
who are apparently caus-
ing ‘infectious  ex-
citement’ at Houston.

Queimada!

Friday, 29 April,
11.00, BBC1

GOOD Gillo Pontecorvo
movie from 1968.

Ken Jones and Patricia
Routledge really capture
Brigg’s cartoon. As they
construct their ‘Inner Core
Refuge’ they reminisce
about the last war. Looked
back on it appears rather
good fun. There was Vera
Lynn singing away, cups
of tea in the shelters,
Churchill puffing his
cigars, a benign-looking
Joe Stalin who Hilda lik-
ed, and of course they sur-
vived which always makes
things better.

In their innocent way -

they assume a nuclear war
will be more or less a re-
run of World War Two.
The naive stupidity of Joe
and Hilda is made to
measure the cynical

stupidity of the govern-
ment’s precautions.

. As they pack their sur-
vival equipment such as
tin-openers, candles,
games and disinfectants
they meet the crisis of
there being no peanut but-
ter, which incidentally
none of them like anyhow,
but the instructions do
recommend it. They try on
the paper bags they are
supposed to wrap
themselves in which even
they think makes them
look rather silly.

Radio

Then the voice from
the radio tells them that a
bomb is on its way. This is
done in a realistically hor-
rific manner. There is a
blinding flash, the wind
rumbles in an ominous
manner and you are given
a glimpse of distant fires.
It’s all begun, or more cor-
rectly for the majority of
people it is all ending!

Despite reassuring

myself that 1 was in a
West End theatre, that
part sent shivers down my
spine and made me feel
really queasy. Joe and
Hilda do survive but as
you see what happens to
them you realise instan-
taneous death would have
been better.

There is no water, no
electricity and no gas. Out-
side the road has melted.
All is dominated by an
eerie silence,

They are alone to suf-
fer the ravages of radia-
tion. They
cancerous sores, they lose
blood when they go to the
toilet. )

They start to lose their
hair and the vomiting
starts. Wearily they get in
their ﬁaper bags and crawl

into the refuge.

To the end Joe
pathetically believes the
emergency services will

come. Nobody has told
them that what emergency
services might be available
will be used for different
things than saving working

develop

class people, even if they
are Tories. In the end they
try prayers but if there is a
God it is certain that heis a
paid up member of the
establishment so help from
that source did not seem
too likely.

Laughed

I read the book before
I saw the play and I must
admit I laughed a lot at Joe
and Hilda. Somehow the
play made me laugh less
and when I did it was more
often than not an uneasy
chuckle. In the book. Joe
and Hilda are drawings.
On stage Ken Jones and
Patricia Routledge invest
them with the dimension
of life and watching two
people slowly and painful-
ly disintegrate can never be
amusing.

This is good theatre.
The characterisations are
excellent and it has a lot to
say about a subject that
really matters — our sur-
vival.

Marlon Brando put up a
lot of his own money for
this film about perma-
nent - revolution on a
Caribbean island. A
TIUST. .

The File on
Jili Hatch

Friday, Saturday,
Sunday, BBC2

AN INTERESTING
three-part drama that
manages to cram in the
Second World War, the
black civil rights
movements in the sixties
and the Brixton riots.

It follows the story of
a black serviceman who
marries an  English
woman in war-time Bri-
tain. They return td*the
US and come up against
Alabama laws against
mixed marriages.

Now with a daughter,
Jill, they are active with
the civil rights move-
ment. In the third part
Jill moves to London
and becomes invoived
with unemployed kids in
Brixton just prior to the
riots.

An unusual mix that
might work.

Charles and
Diana

Down Under

Sunday, 1 May,
BBC1

JUST IN CASE you
haven’t had enough,
here’s another 50
_minutes worth. We’re
"promised previously un-
seen footage. Prince
William choking on his
rattle? Throwing up his

lunch all over Charles’s
dinner suit?

lxei Say .
The Young

Ones
* Thursday 5 May,
BBC2

REPEAT of the best
comedy series of recent

\

’

‘members

times with Rik Mayali,
Alexei Sayle and Co.
Certainly better than all
the tired, worn-out sit-
coms that pass tor com-
edy.

Honou:

Thursday, 5 May,
BBC2

A SERIES about MPs!
Unfortunately it seems to
consist largely of the sub-
ject . talking = about
themselves. The first
programme is called
‘White, Male and
Middle-class’ and looks
at the make up of the
elite club.

Sue Slipman and the
SDP are shown as blaz-
ing the way for women
candidates. This series
will be tedious.

Photo: DAVID CORIO

AAYTOND BRIGES

When the Wingd Blu{us

When the Wind Blows

By Raymond Briggs
Published by Hamish Hamilton £4.25.
IF YOU are not able to see the play reviewed on
this page, then do get the book. Combining humor
with anti-nuclear propaganda is no méan Feat, but
Briggs manages to do just that. Ideal for your owri
reading and an excellent present for someone who
thinks that there is something to be said for civil
defence precautions. It also makes the point that
\putting your faith in pro-nuclear governments is
the road to certain destruction.

TheAutobiographies of the

HAYMAR
MARTYRS =7

Philip s,
Foner,ed.

The  autobiographies  of
Haymarket Martyrs

Edited by P.S. Foner
Published by Monad Press (£2.75)

IN OUR centre-3
origins of May T
anarcho-syndicalists who
emplovers and their state, For
who want to know more abou
same time inspiring story th
book. It has a short but infor
which explains the backgros o the Chicago
strikes and then goes on to expiain what happened
between the police and strikers and how the trial
was - a sinister frame-up. In the book the
autobiographies of the eight arrested men are
republished from the Knights of Labour which
was a labour weekly. Through these
autobiographies we learn not only about these
workers’ leaders who suffered and five of whom
died for their cause. But through their lives we
learn about the international labour movement.
Of the eight, four were born in Germany, one in
France, two in the USA and one in Yorkshire
England. What a contrast they offer to the
narrow-minded national and barely reformist ap-
proach of America’s trade union leaders today.

read we carry an article on the
y and the <eath of the Chicago
ers framed by the
hose of our readers
tragic but at the
hould read this
ve introduction

. These books are both available from The Other
Bookshops, 328 Upper Street, London NI and
137 Digbeth, Birmingham 4.
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f (These listings are free for all
- major labour. movement and
gampaigns activities. Semi-

td.'splay advertisements cost

3p per word and must be paid
m advance. Send to: Diary,
 Socialist Action, 328 Upper
Street, London NI 2XP to
farrive not  later  than
 Thursday, one week prior to
publication).

%‘/o aoé‘g@

. @ International Women’s
Day for Disarmament — 24
May. For more information
please contact ‘May 24th’,
16 Arundel Rd, Brlghton E.
Sussex.

® 24 May — Glasgow
Women for Peace are calling
a Scottish Day of Action.
sRally in George Square and
 Festival. For details contact
Glasgow Women’s Centre,
57 Miller Street or ring

rml -221 1177 Saturdays after
t Ipm.

@ Hunger Strikers
Commemoration Rally, 1
May in Birmingham.

Join the
. fight for
;. socialism ...

If you want to find out more about Socialist Action’s
fill in this form and send to Socialist Actlon 328 Upper Street, London N1

| would like to become a Socialist Action
supporter.

Assemble at Spark Hill at
1.30pm.

@ ‘Plastic Bullets’ public
meeting (exhibition and
slideshow) with Alistair
Renwick (ex-British soldier)
and Andy Harris (GLC
Councillor). Wed 27 April,
7.30pm, 1 Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove tube.
Organised by West London
Troops Out.

@ ‘Ireland and Labour’
public meeting with Ken
Livingstone (GLC leader)
and Clive Soley (LP deputy
spokesperson on N. Ireland).
Called by Islington South
Labour Party. Tues 7 June,
7.30pm, Islington Central
Library, Holloway Road.

® Socialist Republic —
newspaper of People’s
Democracy in Ireland. Latest
issue out now — includes
report from PDs conference
articles on the Labour Party
& unions and on the Anti-
Amendment Campaign and
more. Price 25p (plus 15p
p&p) from The Other
Bookshop, 328 Upper St,
London N1 (226 0571) or
137 Digbeth, Birmingham B35
(021-643 5904).

@ Troops out now! Public
meeting Wed 27 April,
Lambeth Town Hall,
7.30pm. Speakers from.
Roach Family Support
Committee; Irish Republican
Socialist Party; Sinn Fein;
GLC; TOM.

@ South London Troops
Out Movement benefit Sat
30 April, 8 ’til late. With
African Dawn, The Morons
and Chris Ransome. The
Loughborough Hotel,
Loughborough Rd, SW9.
£1.50/75p unwaged.

9 El Salvador — Bristol
public meeting. Speakers:
Meagan Martin (El Soc);
Perry Lees (T&GWU

MAY 7th DEMONSTRATION

Imna(ed by tha Troops Out Movcmont nnd ovgnmnd with the Avm-gh Co-

the irish in Britain

R.punnuuon Group, lnsh chubln:nn Socialist Party, Labour Committee on
Ireland. London Students’ Organisation, Sinn Fein and the Nationei League of

y of the deaths

Young Liberals this avent

of the ten Hunger smkohrs by calling for
BRITAIN OUT OF IRELAND and
SELF DETERMINATION FOR THE IRISH PEOPI.E

Speakers: Mario Cappana (ltalian MEP), Ken Living: Dav
Douglas NUM, Janice Turner (chairperson National League ofYoung leerals) Irlnh
Republican Socialist Party and Sinn Fein.

ASSEMBLE 1.00 p.m. SPEAKERS’ CORNER, HYDE PARK, LONDON.
Donations and enquiries to
May 7th Committee, PO Box 353, London NW5 lNN

regional officer, personal
capacity); and Solidarity
with Latin America
representative. Film: Ballots
and Bullets. Sponsored by
SLAM and Bristol T*GWU.
Wed 27 April, 7.30pm,
Transport Hse, Victoria St.
Contact Rose Cooper, 5
Albermarle Row, Hotwells,
Bristol for details.

® ‘British Socialists and
Irish Republicans’. Red
Action public meeting, Fri 6
May, 7.30pm, The New Inn,
Tottenham Court Rd
(Warren St or Tottenham Ct
Rd tubes). *

Socialist Action Forums

EALING ‘Getting rid of the
bomb'. Speaker Alan Lenton
(London Region CND Exec.,
personal capacity). Thurs
28 April, 7.30pm, Three
Horseshoes pub, Southall
High St (opp Town Hall).
MANCHESTER ‘Labour and
Greenham Common’'.
Speaker Linda Balfe
(Manchester Greenham
Support Group). Wed 27
April, 7.30pm, Millstone
Hotel, Thomas St,
gltanchester 4 (off Oldham

‘Coalition and Proportional
Representation’ — a debate.
Thur 19 May, 7.30pm,
address as above.

@ ‘The Fight against the
Police Bill’ Day Conference
to launch a national
campaign and establish a
broad, nationally
representative committee.
Speakers from LP, trade
unions and ethnic
organisations. Sun 15 May,
10.30-5, Hackney Town
Hall. Further details from
National Campaign against
the Police Bill, c/o Room
50, Hackney Town Hall,
Mare St, E8 (01-986 3123 ext
280).

llslmgton Central Library, Holloway Roat

(XXX XX XYY

“® ‘Turkey — a people in
chains’ Hounslow Socialist
Forum discussion led by a
member of the Turkey
Solidarity Campaign. Sun 22
May, George IV pub, 185

" Chiswick High Rd, W4,

Tpm.

® People’s March for Jobs
Scotland events:

Thurs 28 April assemble
3.30pm, Newton Rd,
Lochside for march into
Dumfries and rally at Mill
Green. Sat 30 April assemble
10am on western outskirts of
Gretna village to see the
march across the border.

@ Nottingham Campaign
against Racism and Fascism

public meeting with speaker

from the Roach Family
Support Cttee. Sun 8 May,
3pm, International
Community Centre, 61b
Mansfield Road.

® Women Against Rape
public meeting with John
Tilley MP and other
speakers, followed by a
women only discussion.

4 May, 7.30pm, Camden
Centre, Camden Town Hall
Centre, Camden Town Hall,
London WCI. Meeting to
discuss John Tilley’s Bill to
make rape in marriage a
crime. Further info: 01-837
7509/387-3244.

® Colin Roach — a
London- wide demonstration
has been called for 14 May
calling for a public inquiry
into his death. Assemble
12.30, Bethnal Green .
Gardens, E2. Further details
from RFSC, ¢/0 50 Rectory
Road, London N16 (01-254
7480).

® Popular Planning for
Social Need conference. 21
May, County Hall, London
SEl, 11-5. £2.50/£1
unwaged, creche available.
To develop a democratic
Alternative Economic
Strategy. Organised by
CAITS, Poly of Nth
London. Holloway Rd, N7.

® GLC May Day Festival
Victoria Park, 1 May with
Bad Manners, Scarlet Party,
Black Slate, Roddy
Radiation and the
Tearjerkers and People’s
Unlimited.

CHILE SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN PRESENTS

IN CONCERT FOR CHILE

@ Please send me my supporters bulietin [

To: ... .« . ...

Name
Address .

of ... ... ..

® Please put me in touch with local readers
® | enclose a standing order/donation of £

Socialist Action Bankers Order Form

(Address of your bank in capitals)

Please pay to the credit of Socialist Action, Acc. No.
70372315 at Co-Op Bank, 08-90-33, 1 Islington ‘Hi’gh
Street, London N1. Startingon ... .. .. .. (date of
tirst payment) and thereafter monthly on the same
date until further notice. Debit my A/ICNo . . . . .. . ..
for the amount of £ . . ..

Signature ... ........

When completed and sngned please return to: .
The Business Manager, Socialist Action, 328 Upper

Street, London N1 2XP.

Please do not send the Bankers Order direct to

bank. Thank you.

Union/CLP (ifany) ...............

policies and activities

TFEWYS"?WWWIH

SUNDAY IsT MAYAT 7PM

DOMIN'ON THEATRE 10T TENHAMCOURY ROAD  BOX OFFICE 580 9562

TICKETS ¢6 €5 EIUNWAGED (D

ONLY FROM CHILE SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN SEVENSISTERSRDNT 1724298

Lowon MAY 7

/{‘; Vg /L/, org &”ﬁdﬁﬁm"f L//

Tlzel 0(0/7/13”
Madness - S@/@ @uncz/
A FUTURE WITHOUT FEAR

) Moveiton /
& May Day! | |

Cabaret ® Buffet @ Jazz @ Disco
East London’s Socialist Celebration

Sun 1 May ® 7-11pm
Admission at door £2.50/£1 unwaged
Ufton Hall, Ufton Road, London N1.
Buses 73, 30, 38, 22 or 141.

(All proceeds 1o Socialist Action)

LAST weekend, Soc-
ialist Action organised
its first event for sup-
porters.

The Trade Union
school held in London
attracted over one
} hundred activists who
discussed the political
problems of building a
left wing in the
unions.

Speakers included ex-
Rover militant Pat
Hickey, John Ross from
the International
editorial board and
Patrick and Ann, both
railworkers.

Looking at the hist-
ory of the left in the

By Martin Collins-

unions from early days to
the present, the conclu-
sion which kept on crop-
ping up was the failure of

Party to organise in the
unions, and the failure of

the left of the Labour -

fight onto a political
level.

That is just the kind
of thing that Socialist
Action is trying to do.
Over the next few weeks,
there will be lots of op-
portunities.

Both the 'People’s
March for Jobs and the
24 May Women’s Day
for Disarmament can be
planned for and built by
the left in the unions and
in the Party linking the
two into one powerful
force. For our part, we
are planning a huge pro-
motion of Socialist Ac-
tion with special in-
troductory subscription
offers around these
events.

In the run up to the
general election, millions
of peoples’ attention will
be focussed on the
political options at stake.
Our message is that the
only way Labour will win
is if we base ourselves on
the gains we have made
in recent conferences.

Our policies for jobs,

A paper like ours needs money like yours!

for a

against racism,
united Ireland to end the
war are the stuff that

election victories are
made of, not the right
wing clap-trap of Foot
and Healey who have
sold out at every oppor-

© tunity.

Fighting to build
Socialists for a Labour
Victory you need a
newspaper like ours.
And a newspaper like
ours needs money like
yours.

Look at the target for
the Spring = Appeal.
We’ve only got until the
end of June to cover the
map with CND mar-

- chers. Every pound sent

in from our sellers and
readers goes straight on-
to the chart.

Empty your bank ac-
counts and help us make
the target!

Thanks this week to:

£501.00
238.00

Hackney
Oxford

Ian Parker 5.00
Anon 1.20
Birmingham 240.00

Total this week 985.20

your
the various left union for disarmament, for - , - »
groupings to raise their women’s rights and Total so far £2331,24 ;

Help us to '
stop the
missiles!

rtlut
AN

[Vl 1417 gh
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MICHAEL EDWARDES’

account of his five years at

British Leyland is based on
the ‘Great Man’ theory of
history. It tells a story of
how Edwardes, alone and

established management’s
right to manage, and saved
BL for the nation.

The catalogue of his
‘success’ is indeed striking.
When he left the company,
90,000 jobs had been axed,

Back from the brink

—‘Supermike’and his labour friends

convenor,
Rovers Solihull)

By Pat Hickey (ormer ot

defenders of incomes policy, en-
couraging workers to scab on strikers
and threatening to expel the BL tool
room workers when they struck in the
summer of 1978.

By the time Edwardes came to the
decisive confrontation the workforce
was softened up. The company had

1 unaided, took on the established the practise of taking its
. major plans to ballots of the shop
!m.lons’ . defeate(! . th,e floor over the heads of the stewards,
disruptive minority’, and with the support of uniom

officials.

In September 1979 the third Ed-
wardes plan was announced — 25,000
jobs and 13 plants to go. The Con-
federation of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions put to a ballot of
the workforce. Of the 80 percent who
voted, 87 percent supported the com-
pany. The ground was prepared for a
decisive . confrontation with the

five production plants stewards

(Speke, Canley, Rover . .

Solihull Abinedon and The BL combine committee pro-
ol1 y g duced a pamphlet attacking the plan.

AEC Southall) had been
closed, plus a number of an-
cillary plants and BL had all
but stopped producing
engines and gear-boxes.

In addition, Derek Robinson
had been sacked, the shop
stewards organisations reduced to
a shell of their former selves,
wages had been slashed and sweat
shop conditions introduced on
the shop floor. _

To mark this achievement,
Micheal Edwardes was given a

. knighthood in James Callaghan’s

— resignation —  birthday
honours list.
Basking in honours awarded by a

Labour prime minister his com-

placency is understandable when he -

says: .

‘And so I leave the hot seat with
more to be done but with a feeling
that the foundations are well and tru-
ly laid; and that the continuing per-
sistence of the Board... will complete

Weak and ineffective though it was (it
started from ‘our vested interest to
ensure that Britain remains a com-
petitive producer of manufactured
goods’) Robinson was dismissed for
signing it.

The pamphlet was a pretext for at-
tacking the shop stewards. It had
hardly been seen on the shop floor.
On the day Robbo was sacked I found
500 of them in the stewards room at
Solihull which the convenor had not
bothered to distribute. A handful of
us gave them out free.

The AUEW headed off the grow-
ing walk-outs by establising a com-
mittee of enquiry into the sacking.
Robinson stayed sacked.

Voted

Despite a vigorous defence cam-
paign a Longbridge mass meeting
voted overwhelmingly not to strike in
his defence. It was a symbol -of the
degree to which the shop stewards
base on the shop floor had been
undermined. Ailthough it was the

the job.’. -middle of the ‘Winter of Discontent’,
The Cowley strike against with Fords, the lorry drivers, and
management’s right to introduce public sector workers all taking ac-

speed-up by dictat shows that such
complacency is inappropriate. Back
From the Brink is not the end of the
story. It closes a chapter.

When Edwardes came. to BL,
courtesy of the Labour government,
the company had the strongest and
most extensive shop stewards
organisations in the country. He soon
recognised this is as the central
obstacle to his rationalisation plans.

Stewards

In Rover Solihull we had about
two shop stewards for every 70
members. Most plants had a full-time

plant committee, consisting of con-

venor, deputy and six to seven senior
stewards.

The basis of the shop stewards
power were the ‘mutuality agreements

which made it necessary for the .

management to reach a agreement .
with shop stewards and sections
besfore changing labour levels and
track speeds. The result was a cons-
tant running battle with management.
‘On one particular day, August
30, with Bathgate on strike, I analys-
ed the figures and found that out of
13 major interruptions to production,
12 involved a total of only 160 people
out of a total workforce of only
190,000. Fewer than 1 per cent of
employees were causing widespread
disruption and damage to the

Photo: John Harris

management had let them get the real
power. What happened in BL over the
five years is that management regained
initiative and the employees as a whole
followed management. That is how it
should be... We have to have stronger
and better managers.’

He got off to a flying start. On 1
February 1978, three months after he

Harold Musgrove (Chairman and Chief Executive) and Geoff Armstrong (Personnel) — Edwardes’ heirs.

weakness at the level of the shop
stewards.

In the previous three years since
BL had been taken into public owner-
ship, the senior stewards had been
drawn into the participation struc-
tures set up after the recommenda-
tions of the Ryder Report to ‘Save
BL’. This had meant the stewards

was that the combine committee all
but disappeared.

With plant bargaining replaced by
company-wide bargaining, and Ed-
wardes dealing with the company as a
whole in his corporate plans the in-
itiative passed on to national officials.
The rank and file had no effective
company wide leadership which could

tion, the response to the sacking was
confined to a militant minority.

In the face of mass redundancies,
and the repeated refusals of the na-
tional leadership to lead, the members
refused to follow their traditional
leaders. Instead, as Edwardes put it.
‘the employees as a whole followed
the management’.

BL was not alone. As the effects
of the world recession combined with
a Labour government imposing
austerity the militancy which had
fuelled the growth of the shop
stewards organisations for nearly 20
years, proved inadequate for the new
problems.

As has been demonstrated time
and again since, sectoral militancy is
not enough. The rank and file leaders
of the class need to be able to put for-
ward solutions which appear credible
to the workers and can defeat the
right wing leaders. This means
building cross-sectoral organisation
which puts the key national questions
around which the battle in the Labour
Party is being fought to the fore of its

_concerns.

After the Robinson sackings Ed-
wardes had a cake walk. The BL
workers has been defeated less by Ed-
wardes than the sell-outs of the trade
union leaders and- the political
weakness of the stewards. When the
chips were down, we were unable to
confront the leadership’s betrayals.

‘Supermike’s’ reputation rests on

business, flying in the face not just of arrived at BL, a meeting of 720 full- been involved in cutbacks and put a credible alternative to the labour leaders. He got a
management, but of their own time officials and senior stewards changes in working practises to make Edwardes. knighthood. In fairness, so should
unions.’ gave him a standing ovation when he BL competitive. For Edwardes the next problem Terry Duffy and Moss Evans. No

From this he developed his tactics

for dealing with the unions:

‘There was no doubt in my mind
that responsible urion leaders would
welcome a positive strategy from BL
management, provided it emerged in

- the form of action rather than an ex-

plicit statement of what we intended.’
In other words, management was
going to deal with the strength of the
rank and file by using the unmion.
bureaucracy against the members. It
was to prove an effective strategy:
“There was a large and effective
group of shop stewards — and the

unveiled the first corporate plan:
12,500 jobs to be axed. The company
even held a vote on its proposals —
715 voted for, 5 voted against.
Significantly, Derek Robinson was
one of those who supported the plan
at that meeting. The first fruit of that
meeting was the closure of Speke No
2.

By any standards it was an extra-
ordinary meeting. 720 senior
representatives of the best organised
workfoPee in the country voting in
favour of an attack on jobs, pay and
conditions. It showed a crucial

Strategy

Robinson and the CP had been
the foremost advocates of this
strategy, which had meant workers
representatives been ‘given more in-
formation about their company so
that they can better appreciate
managements problems and co-

operate more constructively in solving
these problems.’ (Ryder Report)
When Edwardes arrived participa-
tion had begun to eat into the shop
stewards organisations. One result

was the Labour leadership. He was
pushing at an open door. The Labour
government gave him a blank cheque
to attack the workforce. In a discus-
sion with Prime Minister Jim
Callaghan on the closure of Speke
and the transfer of the TR7,
Callaghan said: ‘You have said that
your new Board will always act in a
businesslike way ... Surely on that
basis the TR7 should be scrapped and
not transferred elsewhere?’

The trade union leaders were on a
similar ~line. Under the Labour
government they were the main

doubt they will in due course. As the
Cowley strike has shown, they are try-
ing hard.

But as the militancy of the Cowley
strikers has also shown, it is far too
early for either BL management or
the Labour traitors to rest on their
laurels. Provided that militants learn
that defeating the labour traitors is
not a task that can be accomplished

‘by any plant or section on its own,

Edwardes and his successors in BL
and elsewhere can be defeated.

® Back from the Brink. Sir Michael
Edwardes. Collins. £9.95.



14

SQcialist Action 29 April 1983

In the Umlons

Scottish TUC cop-out on pay restraint

Scottish youth march for jobs

Engineering union

" mitment to

THE SCOTTISH TUC met in Rothesay against the
background of doubled unemployment figures in

the four years since Thatcher came into office.

Delegates were further stunned by a report of
Chris Finnerty, national officer for shipbuilding of
the Engineers and Managers Association. To the
dole heap of 350,000 Scottish workers may be added

11,000 shipbuilding jobs in the next 18 months.

This would wipe out
virtually the whole of ship-
building in Scotland.

Conference pledges to
fight the jobs butchery
were given flesh and blood
with the presence of occu-
pying workers from the
Timex factory in Dundee,
who received an emotional
standing ovation.

Tributes came too for
the women of Greenham
Common as the con-
ference stressed its com-
unilateral
nuclear disarmament and
backing for work place
CND groups.

The significant debate
of conference was around
pay restraint. A resolution
was passed declaring
‘Congress is opposed to
any incomes policy, im-
- posed or informal, or

— where there’s smoke there’s fire

THE SUPREME BODY of the Amalgamated
Union of Engineering Workers, the national com-
r-mee continues its meeting this week. It will record
E-embershlp figures now under the one million mark

nemployment has taken its toll.

rd only 670,000 of these are paying members.

The back page of the
ril issue of the union
rnal describes the
AUEW as ‘the union that
es’. But only months
o the journal claimed
the union was not only car-
ing. but ‘leading and
fighting’ as well.
 The change in slogan is
Mropnate When the
Duffy leadership has
fcught it has mostly been
lagamst its own members.
The Laurence Scott
ikers fighting closure
to deal with their
ployer and the sabotage

lof Duffy and general
secretary  John

Boyd.

Other engineering workers
have had the same pro-
blem. The leadership’s do-
nothing policy allowed
Michael Edwards to get
away with sacking Derek
Robinson “and all that
followed in BL. .

By a Manchester AUEW
branch secretary

Engmeerlng workers
got a ‘massive’ 4.8 per cent
pay rise in the recent wage
negotiations and the na-
tionally agreed rate — the
Minimum Time Rate —
-stands today at £87 per
week for a skilled worker

ales TUC:
roblems for right wing

THE ANNUAL con-
ference of the Wales
FTL’C meets in Cardiff
on 30 April. Several
fdebates may create pro-
;Hems for the largely
wight wing leadership.

They face a big
obstacle in any attempt
t0 repeat the com-
tpmmise achieved at the
Scottish TUC over in-
;tomes policy leaving
Eti:e door open to
disguised wage controls
im a national economic
assessment between the
trade unions and a
fature Labour._govern-
ment.

 Bat the Wales TUC con-
 ference has rejected wage
coatrols two years runn-
img. This was most explicit
Iast vear in a motion from
the public employees
Euion NUPE, which
'stated firmly ‘there must
' be no wage restraint or in-
serference  with  wage
_megotiation’.

Unemployment in
Wales now stands at
around 18 per cent of-
ficially and in reality is
much higher. If further at-
tacks on basic industries
succeed nearly on in four
workers could be jobless.

By Barry Wilkins
A resolution from
from Newport trades

council ‘calls for trade
union leaders in steel, coal
and rail to organise the tri-
ple alliance in Wales to
fight Thatcher’s butchery.
But the kind of militant
struggle, which could be
organised through the tri-
ple alliance, is far from the
thoughts of  George
Wright the Wales TUC
general secretary.

Instead the Wales 1TUC
leaders see the develop-
ment of workers
cooperatives as an impor-

tant part of tackling
unemployment. It has
sponsored a  workers

cooperatives advice centre
and an investment fund
which it hopes will create

‘englneers union.

and £62.60 for unskilled.
But the ‘moderation’
of Duffy and company on-
ly . affects how they
‘defend’ their members in-
terests. When it comes to
supporting the right wing
of the Labour Party they
are far from moderate.
Duffy is secretary of
the Labour and Trade
Union Press- Service, a
self-confessed NATO
front orggnisation. He
vigorously fights against
unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment being taken up by the
union or the Labour Par-
ty.
; At last years Labour
Party conference Duffy
was even prepared to ques-
tion withdrawing from the
EEC, in complete defian-

ce of union policy. Duffy

and his friends fully back-
ed the witch hunt of the

one thousand jobs in the
next three years.

But at that rate it
would take 54 years to
replace the 18,000 jobs
which Wales lost in one
single month in 1980 when
the steel industry was
massacred by Thatcher!

A resolution from the
Transport union repeats
the Wales TUC commit-
ment to unilateral nuclear
disarmament and the
closure of all nuclear bases
in Britain, but without in-
dicating how trade unions
should campaign for these
aims.

Ebbw Vale lrades
councils resolution shows
one way by calling for
Wales TUC support to set
up workplace CND bran-
ches.

A call for trade unions
to campaign for a Labour
government commited to
policies based on socialist
principles is made by the
technical section of the
With a
general election looming
this will provide an oppor-
tunity - for delegates to
discuss the kind of labour
government workers need.

.assistant

Militant.

But they are not having
it all their own way. The
membership is refusing to
lie down. Three factories
are presently involved in
sit-ins against job closures
— at Timex in Dundee,
Greenings in Warrington
and Firth Derihon in Shef-
field. AUEW members are
involved in the fight for
steel jobs in Rotherham
and in the BL dispute at
Cowley.

There was tremendous
support for the Laurence
Scott  strikers  from
engineering workers coun-
trywide. Hundreds of
AUEW branches gave
financial and other sup-
port and Duffy was
shaken by the growing
number of resolutions
passed censuring the ex-
ecutive and demanding
new elections.

Tens of thousands
have demonstrated against
unemployment and there
is a groundswell of support
in the union. for nuclear
disarmament. For the se-

cond year running the Na-

tional Committee received
an avalanche of resolu-
tions against cruise and
Trident.

This will to fight Tory
missile  madness  was
chown at the union’s
women’s conference last
month. Although two mo-
tions in favour of disarma-
ment were defeated, the
conference unammously
backed the Greenham

Common women, describ- :

ing their struggle as ‘an
historic contribution to
the peace movement’. .

In last years election .

for John Boyd’s successor

as general secretary, Broad
- Left candidate Ken Brett/

came within a whisker of
beating Boyd’s chosen helr
Gavin Laird.

Now broad lefter Jlm— ;

my_ Airlie, the number 4
divisional
organiser and former
leader of the UCS work-in
looks set to win the vacant
executive seat for division
one, so becoming the only
‘left’ on the seven person
executive.

Duffy knows th)at the
National Committee

guidlines which have as
their aim wage regulations
and restrictions on free
collective bargaining.

‘Congress re-affirms
its support for free collec-
tive bargaining, opposes
all forms of restraint and
supports the decision of
the 1982 TUC which op-
poses any dlscussmns on
wage restraint’.

But along with this the
Scottish TUC  backed

Labour’s  Partners in
Rebuilding Britain, and
with it the national

economic assessment. The
movers of the resolution,
the Miners and Civil Ser-
vice unions, had originally
spelt out a rejection of the
wage restraint contained in
the new economic assess-
ment. ,

When unions like the

Transport union threaten-
ed to withdraw support if
this clause remained, a
compromise was made.
This leaves the danger of
incomes policy being slip-
ped in through the back
door.

When moving the
resolution Campbell
Christie for the CPSA
stressed ‘We seek trade
union opposition to wage
restraint, however it is

achieved and that includes ..

a national economic asses-
sment.’

But the fact remains
that water tight com-
mitments were dropped
against a pay deal through
the new partnership of
union officials and a
Labour government.

“ arguments.

By Celia Pugh

This fudging on a
rerun social  contract
weakens the labour move-
ment in the face of
arguments put up by

.Michael Foot at the con-

ference.

He motivated that

workers may have to make

Laurence Scétt workers had .t‘o deal with Duffy .

meeting - will go pretty
much his way. But the
AUEW leaders are con-
strained by the feeling of
the ranks. Even when they
try to consolidate their
position - by  pushing
through rule changes — as

they did at the recent rules
revision conference in
February — they haven’t
been able to achieve all
their objectives.

Their own supporters
broke ranks at this con-
ference and voted down

sacrifices explaining ‘Peo-
ple lucky enough to hold
jobs under a Conservative
government will have to
assist us in coming to the
aid of the poor first’.

In the incomes policy
debate, George Bolton
turned on these
‘Who should
bear the burden of
capitalism’s crises — the
boss class or the working
class?

‘A Labour government
has a choice. Either to
challenge the wealth and
power of the multina-
tionals, monopolies and
banks with the support of
the trade union move-
ment, mobilised through
free collective bargaining
to fight for better wages
and conditions. Or to bow
to the pressures of the
enemies of labour’.

Despite  these firm
speeches, the back room
deals at the Scottish TUC
show that the ranks of the
labour movement need to
remain vigilant if the Scot-
tish challenge to wage rest-
raint is to mean anything.

some of the more draco-
nian proposals.

So if there’s any trace
of smoke at the National
Committee meeting, there
are certainly smouldering
fires and hot embers down
below.
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By Mark Hackett
(Bury NALGO Joint
Shop Stewards Com-
mittee and GMC
delegate, Blackley
CLP)

- council

IN BURY, Lancashire,
we’ve just won the first
fight against privatisa-
tion in local govern-
ment through mass
campaigning and strike
action.

On 12 April Bury
public services
committee voted not to sell
the refuse collection ser-
vices to private contrac-
tors.

.THE TORIES have introduced a bill to privatise
part of British Telecom. In response, the National
Executive Council of the Post Office Engineering
Union is running a campaign against government
institutions, now in its fourth week.

So far this has been confined to the Westminster
branch, but at the request of the London City bran-
ch, other engineers have pulled out of the Bank of

England.

Socialist Action talked to JOCK CAMPBELL,
secretary of the London City branch of the POEU

about the action.

What is the purpose of the
selective action?

To stop the Tory bill.
Privatisation would resalt
in a loss of jobs for our
members and the destruc-
tion of the public service
supplied by a nationalised
industry.

But the NEC’s present
action cannot achieve this
end. The action must be
stepped up. The present
NEC strategy of attacking
government institutions is
welcome but it is not a
strategy to win.

This government can-
not ‘be embarrassed by
publicity. Nor will it give
in because the civil service
and government depart-
ments, even defence
departments, are inconve-
nienced.

The Tories -worship

only profit — they have
demonstrated this with
their attitude to
unemployment.

Our power lies in at-
tacking the only section of
society that the Tories
listen to. That means go-

g

ing for the centre of -

' The Tory privatisation
plans were reversed by the

~ threat of indefinite strike

action and a public cam-

. paign which won over the

majority of local people.
Tory wets decided not to
risk losing seats and con-
trol of the council in the
May local elections.

Bury shows that a
united campaign that takes
on the Tories’ main
political threat can win
Our strike on 2 March was
a real turning point.

We learnt important
lessons. The branch
leaders and the shop
stewards committee made
sure we had official sup-
port right up to national

finance capital and the
multi-nationals. Our ac-

¢ tion has to hit the City of

London, - not just

Westminster.

Do you think the NEC’s
strategy is due to their
right wing policies?

Yes. The unions perma-
nent officers, led by
general secretary Bryan
Stanley, -are frightened
that we could win.

They have no wish to
defeat the government
through our action. They
look to their own political
judgement instead of to
the membership. They on-
ly want to hit a few
government institutions to
get publicity.

But we want to totally
defeat the bill. To do this
we need to hit the Tory
bosses at the very heart of
British finance and
business.

The membership have
been very patient. In the
London City area they
welcomed the action and
fell over themselves to pay
the national levy, which

level, as well as full in-
volvement of the rank and
file. C
Meetings were organis-
ed to bring together staff
and manual workers.
These countered attempts
to divide us. We never
compromised ourselves by
offering to tender our own
jobs and although a new
bin system may be in-
treduced, there will be no
compulsory redundancies.

We hope to spread the
lessons of our victory to
others in the labour move-
ment who face privatisa-
tion.

In particular we hope
to take this into NALGO.
One of the strike leaders is

/

the NEC has failed as yet
to implement. But many
members think the levy is
too low at £1 a week and
are demanding an escala-
tion of the action.

The membership are
disappointed with the
leadership and they won’t
wait for ever. If the NEC
is not prepared to step up
the action it will become
ineffective.

Will an early general elec-
tion affect the action?

General secretary Bryan
Stanley and our sponsored
MP John Golding would
want the action called off
immediately. )
They would use the
pretext of the election and

a candidate in the NALGO
national executive elec-
tions which are under way.
Her election with other left
candidates could start the
move for NALGO to fight
for the many good policies
it has adopted in the last
few years. .

We hope that the
lessons can be taken into
the Labour Party too so
that the Party campaigns
vigorously against
privatisation. This could
be a big vote winner in the
local and national elec-
tions. i

Leaders of the local
Labour Party have been
slow to realise that it’s not
canvassing that wins elec-

‘We want to stop th

he bill’
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the possible return of a
Labour government. That
would be wrong and I
would oppose it. We need
to take action, whatever
the government.

Our fight is an in-
dustrial dispute and we
should keep up the fight
until we win. Of course it
is also a political dispute
and we would fight for a
Labour victory, but our
action won’t cut across
that.

On the contrary it will
help. The permanent of-
ficers, through the right
wing are scared of our
power. They do not want
to defeat the Tory govern-
ment through our action.
That is why they have no
strategy to win.

Strike beats Bury privatisation bid

tions but mass struggle and
political campaigning that
relate to people’s everyday
lives and concerns.

® Labour movement
organisations wanting a
speaker about our ex-
periences should contact
Ian Stephenson. NALGO
branch secretary. Branch
Office Town Hall. Knows-
Iy St. Bury.

The cartoons are taken
Jrom the Labour Research
Department  pamphlet,
Public or Private,
Available from LRD
lsiéqlckfriars Rd, London

Steve Bell

Tea for the workers

It’s nice to know you are
appreciated. It’s also
nice to know that not
everybody slags off the
carworkers. And its even
nicer to learn that the car
bosses are really ap-

preciatve of their
workers’ efforts to boost
production.

Down at Fords

Dagenham, lines run and
schedules are being met.

Everyone is sweating.
Last week over 1000 cars
were produced in a day.
This was for the first
time in five years.

The response of the
management was simply
munificent. They gave
every worker a free cup
of tea — dope testsqre
pending.

The workforce was

- knocked over by this

generosity as they say it’s
much nicer getting a gift
than money!

Sid’s
Lubianka?

The NUR new head-
quarters in Euston Road
will be opened in early
May by Michael Foot.
The dear departed Sid
Weighell had been expec-
ting to .perform this
ceremony, but that little
‘indescretion’- of “his
stopped all that.

But the operation of
the new building shows
that Sid has not been
forgotten. NUR
members wanting to do
business there must have
an appointment, after all
you can’t have the union
members going into their
own building just when
they think it’s important.

If given entry they
then get a special badge,

Sid Weighell

otherwise they might get
mistaken for an official,
and that would never do.

To make sure they
don’t get lost or go stick-
ing their nose in the
union’s business they
must always be escorted
by an officer or an EC
member.

. Somebody says that
the thin walls which all
the rooms seem to have
was to make sure that
nobody got up to plot-
ting against the old ‘gaf-
fer’. Sid as you know was

\

very. sensitive about
plots, especially the ones
he was not hatching.

A lot of union ac-
tivists are not too keen
on these arrangements
which might be OK for
the Lubianka and Sid
Weighell, but are hardly
the best way to run a
democratic union. They
are dead keen that the
NUR’s new leadership
open the doors to the
membership and lets
them wuse the head-
quarters in the way such
a place should be run.

Anderton is
not Oliver
Cromwell

Mr James Anderton,
chief constable of Man-

chester, is a devoutly .

religious man who thinks
that a suspect should not

~——

APPARENTLY, HE. KEEFS INSISTING
THAT HE®S THE CHIEF
CONSTABLE OF
MANCHESTER ...

have the right to silence.

He does not do this
because he wants to in-
terfere with our
democratic rights.

Mr Anderton ex-
plains that ‘we owe God
an explanation’ and sure-
ly when God is not
around due to pressing
engagements elsewhere
the police are his stan-

- dins.

_ Mr Anderton is also a
heliever in reincarnation
as he once told the Sun-

“day Times. He thinks
that in one of his
previous existences he
was Oliver Cromwell.
Now if you or I go
around claiming that we
are someone else we
either get nicked for
deception or committed
for being potty.

Strangely enough
Anderton has not been
charged or committed, .
yet everyone knows he
has never been Oliver
Cromwell. It is a well
know fact on the left that
a former general secretay
of a far-left group
known for his lectures on
. dialectics and the English
civil war was and still is
Oliver Cromwell.

Compiled by BOB PENN-
INGTON: Send contribu-
tions to Worm’s Eye,
Socialist Action, 328 Upper
Street, London N1 2XP to
arrive not later than Thurs-
day a week prior to publica-
tion.
A
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SOLD AGAIN! This
will be the reaction of
most BL workers to the
ending of the Cowley
strike.

sThe overwhelming
vote to return to work
at the Cowley mass
meeting came as no sur-
prise. .

Only three days after
voting by more than 2 to 1
to carry on striking and to
resist management’s threat
of the sack, the workers
felt that they had little
choice but to accept the
deal put forward by the
trade union leaders.

The deal gives them
pothing in return for the
five week strike. They are
committed to giving BL
the productivity measures
peeded . to  introduce
Audited Plant = Status
(APS).

By Pat Hickey

This is the final turn of
the productivity screw,
which means that not
amother drop of sweat can
be wrung from the work-
force. This will include
‘bell to bell’ running, ie.,
ending the three minute
washing-up period. The
measures will be introduc-
ed by the end of May,
when there will be a na-
tional meeting between
union and management,
to ‘resolve any outstan-

ding problems’.

This meeting will also
take the results of a joint
union/management  in-
quiry into industrial rela-
tions at Cowley. Ap-
parently, the leaders of the
T&GWU and the AUEW
(3.5 million members bet-
ween them) need this to
understand why the strike
happened.

At the Holiday Inn

where the deal was cooked ™

up a waitress commented
that she was unable to tell
the difference between the
bosses and the union men

. — the suits looked the

same. Unfortunately it’s

not only the suits.
Throughout BL the

Cowley strike was seen as

the big test for the unions.
This was the first fight
back against productivity
in BL for two years. It was
the longest strike at

Cowley since the early 70s. ~

Reports from other BL
plants showed that had
management carried out

" the sackings there would

have been widespread sup-
port for the workers.

This is a bad defeat for
BL workers. But Cowley
has proved that the unions
are not broken in BL. The
burning question remains
that of forging a leader-
ship capable of dealing
with the labour traitors.

Michael Edwardes
reviewed — see page 13.

ROTHERHAM

April “Thatcher you’re not:welcome®.

‘We’ve won!’

THE PAST three years:of recession and Tory rule
have hit South Yorkshire hard. Unemployment in
inner city areas of Sheffield runs-at one in five.
There’s hardly a steel or engineering plant which
hasn’t seen redundancies.

AFTER four weeks on
strike Rotherham
craft. workers have
won against British
Steel redundancies
and new gnfomed
work patterns.
Rotherham BSC
crafts convenor,
BERNARD CON-
NOLLY explains.

We've won. The at-
tempt by BSC to in-
troduce Edwardes style
management by ‘decree’
has been defeated.

There will be no com-
pulsory redundancies
and all apprentices.com-
ing out of their time this
year will be guaranteed
jobs. There will be no
new shift patterns.

Wol'k

We're resuming work
on the same basis as
before. Management has
conceded that the so-.
called Survival Plan will
be subject to established
negotiating procedures,
with no time factors or
deadlines imposed.

After ensuring that
no-one who has backed

our fight was being sub-
jected to disciplinary -ac-
tion, we recommended a
return to work, our ob-
jectives having been
achieved. . .
This is a victory for
the whole trade union
movement. We’ve suc-
cessfully defended our
right to negotiate over
jobs and conditions, as
‘opposed to accepting
management by dictator-
ship. This is what is at
stake at Cowley and at
Fords, not just at BSC.

Success

The lesson of our suc-
cess is that wunity is
strength. The Iron and
Steel Trades Confedera-
tion national officials
held secret talks with
management on their
own, and then instructed
their members to return
to work, without any
consultation with the rest
of us involved.

The ISTC’s agree-
ment accepted the Sur-
vival Plan, the new shift
system as decreed by
management, no guaran;

tee on jobs, and evelf'

thsat wasn’t signed by

- continue to develop a

Rotherham  Crafts
decided to reject this sur-
render to management
and to stay out on strike.
At first we were on our
own after the ISTC went
back to work, but we
went out to win support.

Our local full time of-
ficers backed us 100 per-
cent. If we’d got the
same backing nationally
we could defeat Thatcher
in a fortnight let alone
BSC. Once we were join-
ed by the Crafts at
Tinsley Park and Shep-
cote Lane, management
caved in.

The mass meeting on
Monday 25 April, where
we voted to return to
work, brought together
the 1400 craftsmen from
all three works. We're
going to build on the ex-
perience of the unity in
this dispute so that we

common policy and if
necessary common ac-
tion,

As I explained at the
meetin%, we’ve won a
battle but the war con-
tinues. We ended the
meeting with an appeal
for the biggest possible
turn out on 28 April
against Thatcher’s visit
to Sheffield.
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Public services are be- .

ing squeezed and the
‘cheap fares’ bus policy of
the. Labour South
Yorkshire council s
threatened by government
legislation.

Now Thatcher is rubb--

ing salt in the wounds by
visiting
Thursday 28 April to dine
with the City’s bosses. -

She may be toasted by

the bosses but from the

MODERN

God bless mummy and

daddy and gran, and
please stop Mr Duffy from
selling out any more
strikes ... :

Sheffield on" .

working people of Shef-
field she’ll get a different
type of welcome — ‘what
has been called by the
labour movement an ‘un-
welcoming’.

She will be met by craft

- .workers from the Rother-

ham - steel . industry ~who

“have proved that jobs can
" . be defended by industrial

action. With them will be
workers occupying the
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Firth Derihon workers' in Sheffield are occupying their factory to fight redundancy. They join the chant on 28

Firth  Derihon  plant
against redundancies.

By Rich Palser

They will be joined by
thousands = of  trade
unionists mobilised to
demonstrate by the Shef-
field District Labour Par-
ty, trades council and the
‘un-welcoming commit-
tee’. The Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament will
also be there in force, en-
dorsing the demonstration
slogan for jobs and ser-
vices, not bombs and
missiles.
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‘Thatcher you're
not welcome’

y

Thatcher’s visit to
Sheffield — just one week
before the local elections is
part of her assault against

labour movement. South
Yorkshire can never be the
socialist republic of which
it boasts with Thatcher
and the parties of the
bosses in national govern-
ment.

That’s why working
people in the area will be
voting, striking, occupy-
ing .and demonstrating
against Thatcher and for a
Labour government com-
mitted to socialist policies.
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