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Introducing
ourselves

Socialist Action is a new
weekly labour movement
paper.

The first objective of
the new paper will be to
support all those fighting
against the government

Socialists for Labour victory say:

BE BEATEN!

HOWE’S BUDGET marks the start of the count-
down to the general election. The effect of his pro-
posals is to widen the gap between those in and out

of work.

The average industrial
wage for a male worker is
now over £160 gross. A
married man on
unemployment benefit
with two children gets just
over £42. Women’s wages

are much lower, and
benefits often non-
existent.

Over four million peo-
ple are now unemployed.
With their families this
represents a mountain of
human misery.

The Tories are on the

Hil-

Guaranteed!

Absolutely
no  pictures of Prince
William in this paper!

rampage. The measures
they are discussing to carry
out in a second term of of-
fice would remove most of
our basic rights, and

- would provoke an all-out

confrontation with the
labour movement.

In this they will have
the support of the SDP
coalition brokers who
have already voted for
Tebbit’s plans to smash up

the wunions. They are

waiting in the wings with
the Liberals to prop the

THE WOMEN of
Greenham Common
have been in the
forefront of the fight
against nuclear an-
nihilation.
courageous and inspir-
ing action has brought
down the wrath &éand
vindictiveness of the
state.

Newbury Council, egg-

Defend
Greenham
Common

women

Their .

Tories up if they fall at the

last post.
That is why the Labour
Party leadership must

pledge that it will never
enter in coalition with
these watered-down
Tories. Any. equivocation
on this point will lead to
more votes for the
Alliance.

i
Pits

The labour movement
today is in retreat. But the
retreat can be halted. Star-
ting with the militant
minority in the pits, in the
factories, in CND and the

ed on by Thatcher’s
government and helped by
the compliant Mr Justice
Croom-Johnson, has got
an eviction to drive them
out of their peace camp.
His judgement could
also stop the women from
even speaking about cruise
missiles. These outrageous
and undemocratic deci-
sions violate the right of
political protest. 7
Every supporter of the

women’s and_ black
movements.a fighting uni-
ty can be organised.

Policies

That needs policies,
which fthe Labour Party
and the TUC have already
endorsed .~ —  socialist
policies which begin to
open up the way for
socialist advance.

But unity cannot come
from the left alone. The
right must be forced to
stop their attacks on left
wingers in the unions and
the Labour Party. Only by
building on the principled

anti-missile campaign,
every labour movement
body, every student
organisation and every
women’s group should de-
mand the end of this
sinister  interference in
democratic rights.

Socialist Action urges
every one of its supporters
to back to the full the
following actions:

The mass blockade of
men and women of the

stand of the constituency
parties who have refused
to expel Militant sup-
porters can this succeed.

These elements of
strategy are beginning to
be drawn together around
the ‘Socialists for a
Labour Victory’ set up in
the House of Commons
last week. This campaign
unites constituency par-
ties, MPs, trade unions,
peace campaigners, black
and women’s groups. A
lead has been given. Now
let’s build on it!

Trident factory at
Burghfield on 31 March.

The 14-mile human
chain from Greenham via
Aldermaston to
Burghfield on 1 April.

The ‘die-in’ in George
Square Glasgow and the ~
march to Kelvingrove
Park on 2 April.

Support the women of
Greenham Common and
stop the nuclear war
threat!

with the aim of defeating
Thatcher and electing a

Labour government
committed to socialist
policies.

The fight to stop the
missiles and to commit a

future Labour govern-.

ment to unilateral disar-
mament is vital.

Therefore we will
support and help to build
a socialist campaign for a
Labour victory.

We will put forward a
definite editorial view-
point but our columns
will be open to all those
who agree with our im-
mediate objectives.

Our editorial aim will
be to act as a voice for
the interests of working
people world-wide —
from Poland to Central
America — inside the

Ken Livingstone
(Leader of the GLC)

‘A new paper, campaign-

ing inside the labour
movement to build sup-
port for a  radical
socialist alternative is a
welcome addition to the
labour movement ar-
moury.

‘I welcome an open
paper which will pro-
mote the debate and
discussions. vital for the
left to_ develop its
strategy and move for-
ward in unity. -

‘Socialist Action has
an important role to play
uniting those forces in-
side the labour move-
ment who are fighting

| against the Tory austeri-

ty offensive and im-
perialism’s war drive.’

Flashlight

(Broad Left journal for
EEPTU members)

‘Britain today is ruled by
a thoroughly backwoods
Tory government. It

_governs on the basis of

primitive capitalist
theories in its economic
policies. It is as
authoritarian in all fields

GREETINGS

Labour Party and the
trade unions.

Our top priority will
be to explain why the
British labour movement
should support the cause
of Irish self-determin-
ation and freedom.

In the year of Karl
Marx’s death we will aim

to show the living
relevance of revolu-
tionary Marxism for

socialists today.

We publish greetings
below of those welcom-
ing a new voice on' the
British left  without
always agreeing with our
editorial policy.

~Alan Freeman
(Editor)

of social policies. It has
knocked for six ideas of
consensus policies and
restored Victorian ruling
class concepts of govern-
ment.

‘One feels that almost
a not so -stealthy drift
towards fascism is taking
place.

‘Any
towards

contribution
uniting  the
labour movement to
defeat this insidious
development is most

welcome. We look for-
ward to your new journal
Socialist Action playing
such a role. Best wishes
and good luck.’

Tony Benn

(MP for Bristol South East)
‘We need a wider range
of journals writing about
socialism. Socialist Ac-
tion, if it can be indepen-

- dent of any particular

view and can reflect the
many initiatives that are
occuring will perform a
really useful job for the
i

" whole labour
movement.’

Now turn to page 14
to find out how you
«an help the new paper.
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CND
EVENTS

THE FALKLANDS gravy train is well under way.
The first reports are coming in of the scale of the
contracts available to make the islands fit for pro-
longed British military occupation. The total value
of the contracts up for grabs could be well over
£200 million. )

The biggest single contract is to build a new air-
port costing between £100 million and £200 million
and a number of the big construction companies
(Costain, Tarmac, Wimpey, Taylor Woodrow,
Laing and Mowlen) have already flown experts out
to start preparing tenders.

Smaller contracts include repairing the roads in
Port Stanley — wrecked by the heavy military traf-
fic they now have to handle (£2.5m), a new . jetty
for the harbour (£6m), and a £3m contract to sort
out the road between Port Stanley and its airfield.

A PROPOSAL to set up a home defence force has
been proposed by a motley crew of generals and
admirals. A home defence force of about 700,000

" is proposed to defend Britain against invasion!

God knows who would possibly want to invade
us. Perhaps the generals think it would be useful
for internal security? Pretty unlikely — such forces
usually begin to reflect the strains in society very
rapidly.

The cost of this brainchild? £120m to set up
and £60m a year to run. A snip! ;

LETTING the cat out of the bag dept. While at-
tempting to prove that the ‘Civil’ nuclear power
programme did not produce materials for British
bombs, John Moore, Undersecretary for Energy
let slip that Britain had sold weapons grade
plutonium to Japan.

Since nuclear weapons are illegal under the
Japanese constitution, we expect that our
Japanese anti-nuclear campaigners will be very in-
terested to hear of this ...

STILL ON the topic of parliament, Norman Teb-
bit confirmed that the government has been study-
ing the feasability of including a military element
in its proposed youth training scheme for
unemployed school leavers.

From the Concise Oxford Dictionary:
‘Conscription ... Compulsory enlistment for
military or naval or air force service ...’

AN INTERESTING row has broken out between
the French military hierarchy and the Mitterrand
government. The cost of France’s nuclear
weapons is such that cuts are having to be made in
its conventional forces (sound familiar!). The row
has already caused the resignation of the French
army chief-of-staff. .

The 1983 budget calls for a 25% increase in the
French military nuclear programme. Sounds like
some urgent work for the French -anti-nuclear
movement ...

%7-19 March Distribution of Strathclyde Regional
Council anti-nuclear broadsheet to every home in the
region. (This covers half of the population of Scotland!)
% Thurs 17 March First public meeting of Civil
Engineers for Nuclear Disarmament. Speakers: Prof
Thring (QMC) and Dr Philip Webber (Imperial Coll.) At

. County Hall, London SE1. 6.30pm (More info about

CEND from Neil Dodds. Tel: 01-889 9912).

+ Thurs 17 March Film ‘If you love this planet’. Speaker
Simone Wilkinson (Greenham Common Camp).
1.00-3.00pm, 34 Ravenscourt Rd, London W6.

% 17-19 March GLC Bunker Party at the Drill Hall, 16 -
Cheniés St, Camden. Starts 7.30pm.

xThurs 17 March ‘The War Game’ showing at
Hargrave Hall. Hargrave Road, London N19.

- % Fri' 18 March Meeting ‘Cruise missiles and nuclear

war’. Speaker Mike Pentz (CND vice chair) at 8.00pm,
Shrewsbury Technical College, London Road,
Shrewsbury.

% 18-22 March Women from Greenham Common will
be speaking in South Shields, Ryton, Hexham, Newcas-
tle and Darlington. Details from Barbara Stabler on
Newcastle 811668. : :

% 19-20 March Oxford YCND march from Oxford to
Greenham Common. For details contact Oxford YCND,
10 Cunliffe Close, Oxford. 5

A Sat 19 March -Demonstration in Kingston Surrey.
Assemble Kingston Poly, Penrhyn Road 1lam. Details
from Ruth on 01-949 6008. : :

% Sun 20 March Faslane Peace Camp Festival

%Wed 23 March 7.00-8.00 Surround Wandsworth’
Town Hall in support of the Peace camp and in opposi- -
tion to Civil Defence.

+ Wed 23 March Film: ‘The War Game’ and ‘The Peace
Game’ (The government propaganda film). 8.00pm at
Jackson’s Lane Community Centre, 271 Archway Rd,
London N6. - S i
4% Thur 24 March Aberdeen CND discussion with the
Ecology Party. 7.30pm, 24 Adelphi (off Union St),
Aberdeen. .

 Sat 26 March Glasgow West CND Rally. Speakers:
Keith Bovey (Chair Scottish CND), ClIr Ian Davidson,
and YCND Speaker. Film: ‘Protest and Survive’. Starts

" 11.00am at Downhill Primary School.

+ Sun 27 March Ladbroke Grove CND showing of ‘The

Peace Game’, at 1 Thorpe Close, London W10. Starts

3.30pm.

% Sun 27 March GLC Bunker Party 7.30pm at Lloyd

Park Theatre, Waltham Forest, London.

28 March-2 April International Peace Studies Week.
(for students) at Pimlico School, London.

% Thur 31 Mar 12 hour blockade of Greenham Common

(women only) and Burghfield Royal Ordinance Factory

(mixed). .
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. Three thousand women joined Scotland’s biggest ever demonstration

for International Women’s Day. This was the first ‘Women for
Peace’ mass protest outside the Faslane nuclear submarine base near
Helensburgh on 6 March. The feeling of solidarity showed the
strength that feminism brings to the disarmament movement. Broad
support came from the Scottish anti-missiles movement and the
labour movement, including the Women’s Adivsory Committee of
the Scottish TUC. ‘Women for Peace’ want to build on this to
defend the Greenham Common women, to oppose Trident and gain

support for the women’s strike day of action in Glasgow on 24th

May. Contact Women for Peace: Tel. 041-221 1177. (Sat after 1pm).

Youth march message

Defend

Greenham
peace women

IN A TRIAL behind closed doors last week,
bailiffs were given the go ahead to remove the
women’s peace camp at Greenham Common. But
the peace camp remains on the site.

There were over 450:

defendants to the legal ac-
tion taken by Newbury
Council in the High Court
in London’s Strand. But

, most of the 113 women

who. attended the hearing
walked out in protest after
the judge had ordered for
the second day running
that the hearing would not
be open to press and
public.

Instead women read

“out statements they had,

prepared for the.court in
nearby Lincoln’s Inn
Fields.

Despite “legal harass-

ment the peace women are .

not going to be moved
from Greenham Com-
mon. Last week the camp
had moved fifty yards and
was determined that
whatever the courts would
throw at them they would
not be moved.

. One of the first

demonstrations of.support .

for the Greenham women
will be a march organised
by Youth CND from Ox-
ford to Greenham Com-
mon.

The march is backed
by the Southern regions of
the Labour Party and
Labour Party Young
Socialists. The marchers
will be taking with them a

message of support from -

the Lord Mayor of Oxford

and the City Council as .

well as Oxford trades
.council.

Jim Coutts, one of the

march organisers, explain-

ed:

‘We're going to
Newbury to " defend -the
rights of the peace women.
It’s about the right of peo-
ple to protest now.

‘The peace women
have got the majority of
people on their side.’

The march begins a
spring campaign of action
by YCND which includes
getting the maximum
number of young people
onto the events at Easter

.around the peace camps

and to the massive peace
festival to be held in
Brockwell Park London
on 7 May.

@ Further harassment of
peace campers came last

week with the arrest of 24

men and women at the Up-
per Heyford camp in Ox-
fordshire.

@ At Faslane two women
were. snatched from their
peace-camp by police
under warrants issued by
Newbury magistrates.
After being held overnight
in jail they were taken to
Newbury for trial.

® Five British and one
Irish woman were arrested
at the Comiso Cruise
missile base in Sicily last
week. They face up to two
years in prison if con-
victed. There is a picket of
the Italian Consulate in
protest on Thursday and
Friday this week. Further
details from Deborah on
01-226 1474.

OXFORD

ABINGDON

HESELTINE'S
CONSTITUENCY

DIDCOT

NEWBURY

GREENHAM
COMMON

Join the "

march!

Saturday 19 March

Morning; Civic send-off in

- Oxford Town Hall follow-

ed by march through Ox-
ford — all welcome!
Afternoon Rally in Ab-
ingdon. March on

‘Heseltine! YCND

challenges him to a public

debate. -

Evening. Rally in Didcot, -
followed by disco in Didcot
Labour Club. Overnight

stay.

Sunday 20 March
Evening: Rally at
Greenham Common Base
addressed by women peace
campers. Coaches return to

Oxford.

* Food will be provided
free over weekend

* Friday and Sunday night
accomodation available for
those coming from outside

Oxford.

Donations and details from
Oxford YCND March ’83,
10 Cunliffe Close, Oxford.

“This document
 is not party policy’

By Joy Hurcombe (Secretary Labour CND)
WHAT SHOULD we make of the proposed policy
on disarmament put forward in the NEC’s draft

campaign document?

Labour Party members up and down the country
will welcome the clear commitment to cancel the Tri-
dent programme and to refuse to allow Cruise

missiles in this country.

This was the very least
we could expect after the
vote for Composite 51 at
the Labour Party Con-
ference. .

But this will fulfil
the Labour Party’s con-
ference commitment to
unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment. It will not give us a
clear commitment to a
non-nuclear defence
_policy.

The conference clearly
voted to abandon all
nuclear weapons, both ex-
isting and new.

To argue that we
should keep Polaris, as the
draft suggests, in order to

give us a place in disarma-

ment negotiations is total-
ly contrary to the vote at
the conference where our
party voted to abandon
nuclear weapons not to
bargain with them.

We cannét have it both
ways. This is a contradic-
tion that will be exploited
by every  opposition
speaker throughout the
country and many Labour
Party candidates will not
be prepared to com-
promise.

It won’t fool the elec-
torate either, for once
again we will be seen as-the
party of fudge and mudge.
I for one will not fightona
platform to keep Polaris.

The whole section on
Polaris should be taken
out and replaced by a com-
mitment to abandon all
nuclear weapons in order
to work for a non-nuclear
defence policy for this

country.

That should include
nuclear depth = charges,
battlefield nuclear
weapons and free fall

nuclear bombs or are we
keeping those as well?

One other area alarms
and disappoints me. Con-
ference clearly voted to
close down all nuclear
bases, British or American
on British soil or in British
waters.

It did not vote that this

‘Labour CND launches
manifesto campaign

AT ITS executive committee meeting on

would depend on ‘agree-
ment with other countries’
and in ‘co-operation with
our allies’ as the draft
document suggests. .
That would weaken the
commitment beyond all
recognition. It would ap-
pear to be an attempt to
sabotage the policy of the
party fought for and won
at Blackpool. :

The commitment to
close down the bases has to
be a unilateral act for it is
dishonest to make-believe
that America would agree
to it or that NATO would
welcome it, and it is wrong .
to suggest that we cannot
act in our own best in-
terest.

Are we going to wait

- for the other members of

the EEC to agree to us
leaving it? What sort of
policy is that?

Clearly our party’s
commitment to NATO has
caused much of the con-
tradictions in the docu-
ment. Composite 51 does

not depend on getting out

of NATO and had the
clear support of the party.

~We can have unilateral -
nuclear disarmament for
Britain and remain within
NATO but this document
does not give it.

Even the thinking on
NATO is highly
unrealistic. What will the
party do if NATO does not
develop a non-nuclear
strategy? How long will we
wait? Will we leave if it
doesn’t? Have we got a
realistic strategy on NATO
at all?

Finally, have we to
wait until international
tension sharpens before we
can pursue our immediate
aims? Is that to be the
ultimate  cop-out on
unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment for Britain?

We have to unite
around the policy of the
party. This document is
not party policy. It will
clearly divide the party.

Saturday 12 March, Labour CND launched a
campaign to include the full policy commit-
ment of Labour conference to nuclear disar-
mament in the manifesto. .

Plans include a newsletter, meetings and a
campaign to get MPs, PPCs, CLPs and af-
filiated organisations pledgd to the policy
represented by the model resolution below.

_Model resolution* for CLPs and affiliated
‘organisations. ' . .
THIS (CLP/ward/trade union) expresses its con-
cern and alarm that the draft campaign statement
leaked to the press does not contain the full com-
mitment to unilateral nuclear disarmament which,
was carried by well over a two-thirds majority of
the Labeur Party conference.

‘We note in particular that the proposal to keep
the Polaris force as a negotiating tool is totally
contrary to the spirit of the conference vote on
Composite 51.

Conference clearly and unconditionally voted
to close down nuclear bases — British and
American — on British soil and in British waters.

We demand that this clear commitment should
be contained in the campaign docurent without
compromise or fudge. We further demand that
clear commitment should be made to support the
position of Nuclear Free Zone local authorities.

(* Note: this resolution can be used as a petition by alter-
ing the first sentence to read: ‘We, the undersigned, ex-
press our concern ...")




- The doomed Lets erh yr pit, " ales

“We’re not oken : e’ll - buce bk,

WHEN IAN MACGREGOR took over the British
Steel Corporation he declared his intention to make
it ‘leaner and fitter’. The closure of the Lewis Mer-
thyr pit in South Wales has shown that whoever
becomes boss at the National Coal Board,
MacGregor’s schemes for profit and carve up will

rule.

The butchery won’t
just affect individual pits.
Whole coal fields will go.
Reddced output will be
concentrated in a limited
number of super-pits and
new computerised systems
used to double productivi-

ty.

By Celia Pugh

In theory this could
mean shorter hours for
miners and cheap coal for

cut price electricity. In-
stead the new technology
will be used to squeeze
more profits out of fewer
miners.

. This means almost
total closure for the pits in
South Wales, Scotland
and the North East. It
means picking off as many
pits as possible in Lan-
cashire, the Midlands,
Yorkshire and Kent.

The NUM estimate a
minimum of 70,000 jobs
lost. They argue it is an at-

IVOI’ Eng]and@ (Maerdy lodge secretary)

THIS IS a serious set-
back, and we shouldn’t
underestimate it. But
we’re not down, we’ll
regroup.

" Lewis Merthyr was
the first pit T worked at.
It was the first pit to vote
against the 1914-18 war
as an imperialist war,

. This closure isn’t
about economics — it’s
our traditions they’re
trying to kill. :

The boys in some
areas have a false op-
timism. There’s a protec-
tionist factor . with the
boys thinking they’ve got
job security and invest-
ment. There is a barrier

“when people think of
their mortgage and
video.

But when the barrier
is broken through, and it
can be as we’ve shown in
Wales, they say to hell
with it and the fight is on.
Thst is why it is a tragedy
that we lost the momen-
tum with the ballot.

Il be super-pits on
super wages, then hiving
off to private enterprises.
South Wales will cease to
exist. We’ve got to get a
strategy together to com-
bat this. We’ve got to get
an intelligent way of
ﬁghting back.

We've learned
lessons. Links have been
made. There is a rank
and file closeness that
was never there before.

Links have - been
made - with Scotland,
Nottingham, Yorkshire.
This will stand us in good
stead for the future. It
was breathtaking how
the momentum was
building up.

A day’s struggle is
worth more than
anything. The boys learn
more from a day’s strug-
gle than all the dialogue.

Young new leaders &re

emerging. We have to
build on the rank and file
links and strengthen
these leaders.

" development

tempt to smash the
strength of the miners’
union and militant areas
like South Wales.
Arguments about safety
and economy go out of the
window as‘the government
replaces coal with nuclear
power and oil, which is 35
per cent more costly.

The NCB slimdown
has involved investment
starvation for the South
Wales pits. In 1982, invest-
ment covering the 24,000
Welsh workforce came to
£14.5 million, compared
to £452.5 million for the

14,600 workforce in North
Yorkshire. -
Talk of financial

viability dominated the
Lewis Merthyr closure.
But the NUM disproved
arguments about exhaus-
tion and geology. When
the adjacent Tymawr col-
liery closed last year,
miners were transferred to
Lewis Merthyr. The NCB
promised them work for 8
to 15 years. But these
pledges evaporated as the
Board refused the
necessary investment.

Hope was offered of
jobs at a new pit at
Margam near Port Talbot
and a planned non-
polluting  system for
smokeless fuel at the Phur-
nacite plant near Aber-
dare.

But the Margam pro-
ject has been shelved in-
definitely and the Ancit

pilot system depends on a

regional
grant and
EEC investment, neither
of which have materialis-
ed.

Last month the NCB
parcelled Welsh pits into
three groups based on pre-
sent profitability — 11
‘bleeder pits to be closed’,
12 ‘pits of uncertain life’,
and 10 ‘possible con-
tributing pits’. This is the
clearest evidence yet that
the NCB plan to decimate
South Wales.

Government

‘Of course, the most
militant collieries appear
on the hit list of 22
‘bleeders’ and ‘uncertain’
pits. In 1981 the Welsh
miners’ strike forced the
Tories to make a ‘U turn’
on closures. Many miners
thought the return to work
was premature and based
on empty promises.

Job losses across the
British coal field have
reached 23,328 since 1981
as pits are picked off and
starved of investment. In
December 1982, South

Wales miners again voted

to strike from 17 January
if the NCB' failed to
guarantee  recruitment,
£400 million investment, a
survey of reserves and in-
vestment for the Margam

-new mine.

In the ballot, only 2 out
of 33 pits voted against ac-
tion. Sadly the South
Wales union executive
proposed postponement
of the January action on
the thinnest of promises
from Area NCB director
Weekes. Weekes didn’t
even turn up to consulta-
tion meetings. :

When the Blaengwrach
pit closed at the beginn-
ing of the year, with no
evidence of exhaustion,
Lewis Merthyr miners
were worried about trade
offs against pledges of in-
vestment elsewhere.

Within days of their pit

" occupation strikes spread.

As in 1981 the South
Wales spark threatened to
ignite a national strike.

The latest - defeat has
been a setback. But sup-
port for a jobs fight is still
growing in South Wales.

In February 1981 only
three pits were against a
return to work. The
January  decision to
postpone action was op-
posed by over ten pits.

Leading militants are
convinced they have
drawn vital lessons for the
battles to come.

Tyrone G’Sullivan
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Tyrone O’Sullivan

(Tower lodge secretary)

IT’S THE right place and
the right year to take ac-
tion, no matter what peo-
ple say. And that’s not just
to save pits and jobs. It
would be good for the
Labour Party.

The biggest mistake we
made was_ to go for a
ballot. We were building
up the momentum when it
went flat. -

This defeat has taught
us many lessons. We’ve
got a strong wedge of a
rank and file who are go-

Paul O’Su“iva'n Trelewis Drift

We are defiant. We’re not
beaten becaunse we’re go-
ing to come back fighting.
We’ve learned lessons in
the last weeks. We’ve used
the arguments, we’ve got
to do this, but words
without " action are no
good. The Nottingham
people said they wanted a
ballot but they wouldn’t

® What went wrong. p.12

cross a picket line. We’ve
been  constitutionalised
out of action. We’re not
%ging to win in South

ales with national
ballots. When we went to
other areas we shouldn’t
have gone on g4nission of
diplomatic persuasion. We
should have picketed them
out,

ing for changes.

We’ll not win a ballot
again. There are so many
pits with a good life they
are being used against the
good areas. Areas like
Nottingham don’t see a
threat.

If we want to stop
closures we’ve got to
picket them out. This was
the great lesson of the
unofficial strike in 1969.

. We won’t go back with
our tail between our legs.
We’ll prepare for the next
fight.

Paul O’Sullivan

The battle will go on

ON SATURDAY 12 March a conference of South
Wales miners decided unanimously to call off their
strike following the results of the national ballot.

“The conference ac-
cepted that the closure of
Lewis Merthyr is now in-
evitable.

But rank and file
leaders are already plann-
ing the next stage of the
battle for the future of
their jobs and industry.

DAI  DAVIES from
Penrhiwceiber and a
member of the South

Wales area executive (in
personal capacity) explains:
‘We’ve lost the battle

“the conference,

over Lewis Merthyr but
the  fight against pit
closures will continue. At
speaker
after speaker went to the
rostrum to .draw positive
lessons from this strike.

‘As Des Dutfield, area
vice president said, ‘‘we’re
not broken, we’ll bounce
back’’.

‘Next time we fight for
a threatened pit we’ll go to
every pit to ask them to
come out on strike im-

By Barry Wilkins

mediately. The secret
ballot was the biggest
mistake. Next time we
must spread the strike
more rapidly by picketing
and not rely on ballots.

‘The Coal Board is
badly mistaken if it thinks
this conference gives carte
blanche for pit closures.
Our vote went up to 68 per
cent during the strike and
this mandate for strike ac-
tion against closures has
not been called off.

‘So when the next pit is
threatened there must be
another strike which has to
be spread rapidly.’
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'Euroypean
spotlight on the
North of Ireland

RICHARD BALFE MEP explains why
Labour and nationalist Euro-MPs support

the setting up of the European Commission

of enquiry into the war in the North of
Ireland. :

A group of us in the European parliament have
tried from the very early days to internationalise
the Irish issue. Our line is that it is not just an affair
for Britain. A civil war is going on, and that’s an
issue for people everywhere.

This enquiry follows several previous in-
itiatives, for example on plastic bullets and the

- H-blocks.

Lady Ellis for the Tories said that this was in-
truding into ‘the internal affairs of our own coun-

try’. I said this was rubbish, because the European

parliament was fond of looking into the internal
affairs of countries like Poland and El Salvador,
and we must now look at our own house.

The resolution was tabled by the Socialist and
Christian Democrat groups, the two biggest in the
Parliament, which include the Irish Labour Party
and Fine Gael members. Fianna Fail also sup-
ported it giving it the backing of all the members
from the Irish Republic. It was only opposed by
the British Tories and Ian Paisley. No-one else.

We argued the others around on the basis that
after thirteen years there is patently no solution,
and that a resplution calling for a report on the
economic, political and social dimensions of the
problem was not unreasonable. Paisley moved to
knock out the word ‘political’. This has been refer-
red back, but we have agreed to prepare a report
on the economic and social issues — of course,
they’re all closely related.

It is difficult to see how the Tories can block it. -

Thatcher has called fcr a withdrawal of the 60
British Euro-MPs. This is a typical tactic which
gets right down the European throat. But I don’t
see how she can stop an inquiry unless she is going
to ban all the European Parliament from flying in-
to Belfast. :

I think it would be useful if we held some"

public hearings, but whether this happens has yet
to be decided. One of the ironic things is that if we
wished to interview, for example, Danny Mor-
rison, we would have to do it in Brussels as he is
not allowed into London.

I don’t think that the inquiry will come up with
anything sensational. It will probably end up being
done by some liberal in the middle of the European
spectrum. But in a way it is of value to send so-
meone like that. :

In some ways, a report by one of the Socialist
or Communist MEPs is easier for the British
government to push aside or write off as the reds
getting at them again. It’s more difficult when it’s
someone near to them ideologically. Even if they
draw up a report. that is mildly critical, that’s an
advance.

I think this report will help to break out of the
ghetto of no discussion on Ireland, because it will
be someone outside of Britain and Ireland looking
at the problem and examining what is basically a
territorial dispute.

It’s about a population that feels it is living in
the wrong country and is fighting to get out.

One of the French communists quoted Teddy
Kennedy saying that the North is Britain’s Viet-
nam. Kennedy was wrong. It is Britain’s Algeria

Britain’s Algeria.

News _

Socialist Action 18 March 1983 4

in Darlington.

‘The doors were locked at two by-election meetings

in Darlington last week.

At the first Norman
Tebbit addressed a “small
audience who had been

_lockedr in by the Tory

stewards, who were alarm-
ed by a large picket of
trade unionists and
unemployed cyclists.

Tebbit’s arrival bet-
ween Special Branch
minders was notified to
the bevy of journalists in
the pub next door. They
then spent the next ten
minutes beating on the
door of the hall begging to
be let in — then retired
back to the boozer to
drown their disappoint-
ment.

. The doors of Darl-
ington’s Dolphin Centre
were also locked at a
meeting addressed - by
Michael Foot and the can-
didate Ossie  O’Brien
because three times the an-
ticipated audience turned
up. The speakers spoke to
the main meeting, an
overspill meeting and an
impromptu gathering on
the stairs and in the foyer.

It was an emotional
night for Darlington
Labour Party activists
marking the start of the
-real campaign by Labour.

Unemployment  is the
main theme of Labour’s
material — which is hardly
surprising in a town where
at the last election That-
cher said the Tories of-
fered the only hope of
reducing unemployment.

Disarmament has so

. far not been part of

Labour’s campaign,
despite Ossie O’Brien’s

longstanding support for
CND which in this cam-
paign has been kept quiet.
However, the arrival of the
CND caravan next week
should change that.

A lack-lustre and low-
key week with real doubts
being openly expressed
about Labour’s chances
was dramatically changed
by Foot’s meeting and the
march last  3aturday
against the closure of
Shildon Wagon Works.

Over 2000 = trade
unionists backed probably
the biggest demonstration
ever seen in the town to
save the Shildon work-
shops and the Wolsingham
steel plant.

Suddenly the en-
thusiasm started to flow
again as more and more
Labour supporters realis-
ed Labour could win if it
drops its mealy-mouthed
compromises . cautiously
uttered at

streets with clear policies.

Applauded

Defiance at the govern-
ment’s plans for the area
echoed from the marchers
through the packed town

‘centre. All the shoppers

stood to watch. Many ap-
plauded and joined in the
march.

At last Labour was get-
ting some vigour into its
campaign. Roland Boyes
the Euro MP for Durham
summed up the situation
at the rally afterwards say-

press con-.
ferences and takes to the:

Ossie O’Brien — campaign picking up

ing; ‘It’s like a boxer going
into the ring ... you have
to stand and. fight. You
can win or lose, but there is

On Friday Michael
Foot visited the Shildon
works and told the 2000
strong workforce that
Labour would save
Shildon. But then added

. no middle way.’

‘We can not promise to
save every job.” This is
nonsense. Every job could
be saved
plements the policies of
disarmament and  ex-
propriation which Labour
conferences have already
agreed.

The rally and the
weekend: demonstration

if Foot im-

Labour’s campaign gets going

DAVE CARTER reports on the election campaign

prove that the enthusiasm
is there. The people in
Darlington are looking for
a lead.

If Foot fails to give

- such a lead, the SDP can-

didate, who is a former
Tory and cannot give a
political statement without
the aid of an auto-cue will
be the main beneficiary.

Norwood expulsions blow up

A MAJOR row has
blown up over the deci-
sion. of the Norwood
Labour Party general

management committee -
to ‘note’ the expulsions

of Militant supporters
Clare Doyle and Lyn
Walsh in that consti-
tuency, rather than ac-
tively defy the expul-
sions- as ‘in Islington
Central- and Ham-
mersmith North.

This decision was
behind the removal of Ted
Knight, instigator of the
Norwood decision, from
the executive of the Lon-
don Labour Party. Clearly
a majority of delegates at

the London Labour con-

ference thought a more ac-
tive fight from Norwood
was needed.

As a result of Knight’s
election defeat, Norwood
secretary Ken Phipp has
circulated a letter arguing

that Norwood had been on

the receiving end of ‘an in-
sidious smear campaign of
lies and distortion against
our CLP and particularly
our chairperson Ted
Knight’.

‘This reached the gut-
ter level of delegates being
told in behind the scenes
discussions that Ted has
““moved the expulsions of

" Militant members from

the Labour Party and that
Norwood was backing the
witch hunt’’,” Phipp says.

The letter goes on to

reproduce Norwood’s let-
ter to the NEC, in which in
addition to ‘noting’ the ex-
pulsions expresses Nor-
wood’s determination to

camipaign for reinstate--

ment of the expelled
members.

In reply Clare Doyle
and Lyn Walsh have cir-
culated a long letter. This
denies that there has been
a smear campaign against
Knight, but takes issue
with Norwood’s strategy
of ‘noting’ the expulsions
rather than refusing to im-
plement them.

Doyle and Walsh say:
‘... we have strongly
argued that ‘notes’ really
means ‘accepts’, and this,
in practice, means

capitulation without a

fight.
‘Norwood CLP’s

renewed declaration that it

" will campaign to reverse

the expulsions is complete-
ly undermined by not tak-

ing the expected action in’

refusing to accept the ex-
pulsions ...

‘T'oday is not the 1950s
and 1960s when the Gait-
skellite right completely
dominated the party. The

overwhelming majority of”

- capitulation

CLPs and an increasing
number of active trade
unionists are totally op-
posed to any attempt to
trample on the democratic
rights of CLPs.

. ‘A determined fight
does not “‘play into the
hands of the right”’. It is
without a
fight which will strengthen
the right, and encourage
the right wing NEC to in-
tervene even more boldly
against left wing parties’,

[A PIECE_OF THE._ACKION _Cr oo |

CORMAC

BELIEVE ME.!

-+ BUT WHY DO
YOU WASTE YOUR TIME
AND ABILITY IN THAT
TINY AND IRRE}EVANT
ULTRA-LEFNIST GROUP?

ALREADY APPLIED

SURELY YOL wolLD
BE BETTER EMPLOYED
WORKING FOR THE LABOUR
PARTY !

N

YOU'RE RIGHT!
1 AGREE! 1 HAVE

JOKING ! WE'RE NOT
LETTING PEOPLE LIKE

41 sfs

YOU MUST BE
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Police try to smash campign

release of Mr. Roach and a

THE THIRD march to demand a public enquiry in-
.. to the death of Colin Roach, held on Saturday, 12
March, was attacked by police, who were determin-
ed to smash the demonstration and destroy the cam-

paign.

As people marched to
Hackney town hall, hav-
ing held. two minutes
silence outside Stoke New-
ington police station in
memory of Colin Roach,

the police attacked the

flat-backed van
the procession.

leading

By Tim Wright

They broke the van’s
windows and dragged out
the driver, Labour coun-
cillor Twomey, who was
subsequently taken to
hospital as a result of his

" injuries.

ANTI-abortionists in
Britain are planning
rallies,” demonstrations

ting over Easter.

They are giving out
two million leaflets
showing that two million
abortions will have taken
place since -the 1967
Abortion Act.

The National Abor=
tion Campaign is prin-
ting a leaflet for a

ALTHOUGH abortion
is illegal in Ireland, this
isn’t enough for Irish
anti-abortionists. They
are pushing through an
amendment to make it
unconstitutional as well.

The so-called ‘Pro-
Life Amendment’ reads
as follows: ‘The state
acknowledges the right
to life of the unborn, and
with due regard to the
equal right to life of the
mother, guarantees in its
laws to respect, and as
far as practicable, by its
laws, to defend and vin-
dicate that right.’

The Catholic church,
Fianna Fail and Fine

Gael (the two major
political parties) are
united  behind  the

Amendment which will

and door to door leaflet--

They then attacked
those on the back of the
van and leading the mar-

.ch, arresting among 21

others Colin Roach’s
father.
There was - no

justifiable reason for the
assault. The march had
been entirely peacefui and,
until the police interven-
tion, promised to remain
so. The police wanted to
smash the march but they
did not succeed.

Though temporarily
disrupted, the marchers
regathered and continued

Abortion attacks in Britain ...

woman’s right to choose.

Stickers saying
‘Beware! Anti-Abortion
Agency’ are also

available from NAC to
counter the posters put
out by Life and other
anti-abortion pregnancy
_counselling agencies.

Leaflets and stickers
from the NAC office at
374 Grays Inn Road,
London WCI1. (Spare
Rib, April 1983).

... and Ireland

be the launching pad for
a sustained attack on
women’s rights.

If the Amendment is
adopted, it could be used
in the courts to allow-
anyone to serve an in-
junction on a woman
suspected of planning a
trip to Britain to secure
an abortion?! -

(The Anti-Amendment
Campaign can be con-
tacted at PO Box 1285,
Dublin 7. Tel Dublin

© 308636.

‘No more chains! Why

‘you should oppose the -

Constitutional "ban on
abortion’ is a thorough
and well-argued pam-

phlet  available fgom
Peoples Democracy, 38
Clanawley oad,

Killester, Dublin 5).

'speakers

to_ Hackney Town Hall
where a rally was staged.
There it was decided to
picket the station in which
the arrested were being
held

Over 200 people then
set off to City Road police
station to establish a
peaceful picket to demand
the immediate release of
those arrested.

At one point when the
police tried to divert the
march on a Iong detour,
the marchers broke free
from the police ‘escort’
and sought their own,
more direct, route to the
station.

Once at the station a
delegation managed ap-
parently to organise the

‘juvenile’. When people

tried to. continue the
picket, the police, without
provocation, charged
through the hastily set-up
riot barriers and attacked
the picketers. They ar-

rested more  people,
among them  Barnor
Hesse, a long-standing

black activist and a leader
of the Colin Roach Cam-
paign. The police have
primed an explosion. -

In a crude attempt to
crush ~ the  campaign
around the death of Colin
Roach, the young black
man they claim shot
himself in Stoke New-
ington police station, they
have achieved the reverse.

‘T'he Colin Roach Cam-

INTERNATIONAL Women’s Day was marked with a 300 strong picket of Armagh prison on

Sunday 5 March in solidarity with women republican prisoners.

Common peace camp were among a delegation of 100 women from Britain.
Sinn- Fein women’s department intend to visit the peace camp at Easter.

Celebrations

A PACKED County
Hall on 8 March listened
to a panel of women
from - El
Salvador, Turkey, Iraq,
Iran, Palestine and the
Soviet Union.

On 5 March 1000
women marched through
London and in the after-
noon the same number
of women piled into a
conference to discuss
around the theme ‘Third
World Women’s Strug-
gle is First World
Women’s Struggle’.

Mother’s
Day

YES, ‘Mothering Sun-
day’ was last weekend.-
‘Oh my god, I forgot’ I
can hear you cry.

Or are you one of the
principled brigade who
thinks it’s selling out to

The Tuesday events
continued the interna-
tional theme and linked
it with disarmament with
sessions  on ‘What
nuclear war means to

~ women in London’ and

‘Money for arms or
peace?’ addressed by
Angela Birk from the
Hambur: Parliament
and the Green Party.

On Friday 4 March
150 people watched the
Broadside Theatre
Group perform ‘Cinders _
Ignite’ at a rally organis-
ed by Revolution, the
socialist youth paper.

the bourgeoisie to send
Mum a card?

Of course, Mother’s
Day is a sop to women, a
rip-off by the greetings
card and flower mer-
chants — but what the
hell! If your Mum’s
anything like mine, she
won’t appreciate your
radical stand. :

If it slipped your

paign, rather than being
going to -

destroyed is
become a symbol of black
resistance to police racism,
one which will inspire
black communities and
anti-racists  throughout
Britain.

On 27 March there is a
demonstration called by
Campaign Against
Racist Laws in opposition
to the mass of racist
legislation enacted over
the past few years. This
campaign, like the Colin
has

the

Roach ~ Campaign,
wide significance.

It is about confronting
1CTe: racist,
authoritarian and vicious

an increasingly

state.

~This march must have

massive support.

Photo: JOANNE O’BRIEN

Women from the Greenham

They also heard Polly
Vittorini, a 17-year old
school student and
Revolution  supporter,
describe  her arrest
at Greenham Common.

She explained how
important it was for
socialists to give active
support to the Greenham
women.

‘We have a unique
contribution to make to
this struggle because we
understand the impor-
tant role the labour.
movement can play in
supporting this move-
ment of women.’
(Valerie Coultas).

mind, how about sen-
ding her an introductory
subscription to Socialist
Action to make amends?

Compiled by HILARY
DRIVER. Send contribu-
tions to. ‘Maile Order’
Socialist Action, 328 Upper
Street London N1 2XP to
arrive not later than Thurs-
day a week prior to publica-
tion.

Self defence
iSs no offence

AFTER A series of racist attacks in Newham - in
September of last year, Asian youths gathered to
protect younger boys on their way home from
school. Plain clothes policemen attacked and racial-

ly abused them.

Eight were arrested and charged with threatening
behaviour and actual bodily harm to a policeman.
All were subsequently charged with ‘conspiracy’ and
will appear in court in the summer.

UNMESH DESAI, secretary of the Newham 8
campaign, explains the political implications of the

case.

THE SLOGAN of our
campaign is; ‘Newham 8
are innocent! Self-defence
is no offence!”’. We first
organised locally, winning
the support of local black
people and the labour
movement.

Most importantly
though we have attracted
the whole-hearted and
unequivocal support from

local  Asian youths
radicalising in a racist
society.

When the 8 first ap-
peared in court a school
strike was called.  The
response from  Asian
pupils in the area was
almost 100 percent. From

this secure base we have -

launched a national cam-
paign with supporters like
Tony Benn and supporters
groups.

We have learnt from
the Bradford 12 campaign
in all this, but so have the
police who are determined
‘to teach black people a
lesson after that victory.

But the Newham 8 is
not an isolated incident.

Racist attacks are continu-

ing around the schools

‘now.

This combined with
police oppression of black
people .and the refusal of
the authorities to take ac-
tion has meant that young
people are fighting back —
protecting themselves and
each other.

The youths have also
learned that they cannot
sit back and rely on
‘leaders’ and traditional
organisations. They are
beginning to see the con-
nections " between
themselves and the Colin
Roach campaign- and the
opposition to racist and
sexist immigration laws.
This is why there will be a
coach of Newham 8 sup-
porters to the CARL
demonstration.

near

Waterioo -

Station

MPAIGN AGRINST

Young black people in

- Newham are on trial not

just the 8.

We need a total unity
on race, class and sex; a
combined fight-back. So
we want all anti-racists to
join and establish sup-
porters groups of our cam-
paign; join pickets of the
courts; and if possible,
raise the Newham 8 at
union conferences.

The fact that the con-
spiracy laws which are now
being used against’ the
Newham 8 have tradi-
tionally been used against
other progressive forces,
most famously the
Shrewsbury pickets, must
be used to gain the support
of trade unionists.

The attack on the
Newham 8 is part of stare
racism. The Labour Parry
has clear policy to repez
the Immigration Laws anc
the Police Bill —
Newham 8 is the piacs
where this fight shouid
start. 'The Labour Party
should not and canno:
afford to wait until i s ==
office.

Black people have
traditionally supported the
Labour Party. But unless
it-puts its anti-racist policy
into practice and throws
its full unconditional sup-
port behind people like the
Newham 8 it will find that
black people will abstain in
the next election with the
potential loss of 8-10 seats.

I call on the Shadow
Home Secretary who has
recently promised to
repeal the Immigration
Laws, . all prospective

parliamentary candidates
and present MPs, plus alt
sections of the Labour
Party to publicly support
the Newham 8.

Repeal of the racist
laws start here!

RACIST LAWS

| the immigration and Nationality ACts
:g:}(ﬁane checksmStopracist deportations

mUnite the divided fa

milies Now
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Jimmy with

published his memoirs of
the Carter presidency. In
it he reveals Carter’s
candid opinions of Begin
and the Israelis during
the Camp David sum-
mit.

' Begin — ‘a psycho’.
The Israelis? ‘Interna-
tional bandits’.

PCI wants
3 2 b
unity
THE ITALIAN Com-
munist Party (PCI) held
its four-day Congress at
the beginning of March
in Milan. In a sharp turn
from the party’s ‘historic
compromise’ strategy of
the 1970s — which in-
volved an attempted
compromise with the
Christian Democrats —
PCI leader Berlinguer
proposed an alliance bet-
ween Communists and
the Socialist Party (PSI).
Such an alliance, he
argued, could end Chris-
tian Democrat domina-
tion. ‘Division between
us’ said Berlinguer ‘can
only aid the right wing’.
The very next day
PSI leader Craxi ap-
peared at the congress to
turn down the proposal
saying the ‘time is not
yet ripe’.

Show trial
starts

THE TRIAL started in
Italy on 7 March of 71

' %A
L FhEne e
< ;

v ‘\n\nﬁzr/g/v R
, A

people accused of being

the ‘ideological

h founders’ of the Red
the Brigades.

he trial is a bizarre

Wl'apS Off political show trial, with

the 71 being charged

FORMER US Security purely on the basis of

Advisor Zbigniew their ideas and writings.

Brzezinski  has  just Most prominent is

Toni Negri, former pro-
fessor of political science
at Padua, who is in reali-
ty the foremost idéol-
ogue of the ‘Autonomia’
— a defunct ultra-left
political
which never engaged in
armed struggle.
custody for four years.
~ The
against
brought
magistrate who supports
the Communist Party.

describes the defendants
as ‘the plague’.

Weapon

weapon

THE PENTAGON has
Union

and wanting to dominate -

)

movement

Negri has been in

original - charges

Negri  were
by a Rome

CP leader Berlinguer

after

the Soviet
for producing
‘weapon after weapon’

attacked

the world.

Meanwhile, the US
military budget this year
is $9,200m (£6000m).

Main beneficaries of
US military largesse are -
well known bastions of
freedom and justice —
Israel, El Salvador, Hon-
duras, Pakistan, Jordan
and Egypt.

Military  aid to
Turkey is being doubled.

Anna on
trial

ANNA Walentynowitz,
a founder of Solidarity
from the Lenin shipyard
in Gdansk, is due to go
on trial any time now.

It was the sacking of .
Anna in August 1981
which led to the strike at
the shipyards and the
formation of Solidarity.

She is accused of try- -
ing to organise strikes
after the imposition of
martial law. = Many
readers will have seen her’
appear, with Lech
Walensa, in " the film
‘Man of Iron’.

Socialist Action will
give more details of the
trial when we know
them.

£

International
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The agony of

BARELY A WEEK after the new post-war record

figure of 2.5

million registered unemployed had

been announced, the German stock exchange ex-
ploded into a fit of euphoria.
Share prices went through the roof. The Kohl

conservative-liberal alliance had won a decisive vic-
tory in the 6 March elections.

Never mind the wors

days

t economic crisis since the
of the Weimar Republic, the sharks of

Diisseldorf and Frankfurt told themselves, at least
we are rid of the dreaded socialists.

Similar relief was to be found in Washington
where Ronald and Caspar Weinberger could hardly
conceal their glee at the return of a government firm-
ly committed to cruise and Pershing missiles.

‘On the evidence of the
last thirteen years of right
wing governments led by
the Social Democrats
(SDP), this reaction is
hard to understand. ,

But the prospect this
time, in the event of a
defeat for Kohl’s new
conservative-liberal
alliance, was that of an
SDP majority government
or minority government
dependent on the support
of the Greens.

Such a government
would have been entirely
different from those of
1969 to 1982.

Not that leadership
figures such as Vogel —
the SDP’s prospective
Chancellor — or Willie
Brandt had suddenly
changed their spots.

They would have at-
tempted to continue the
basic course chartered by
Helmudt Schmidt, with
only minor adjustments.

The question mark was
over their ability to do so.

The deteriorating
economic situation of the
federal government would
soon have led them into
conflict with their
working-class and trade
union base, and the
pressure on them from the
peace movement would
have been enormous.

Two-thirds of the
SDP’s local organisations
have already voted against
Pershing 1II, and the
Greens made - their non-
deployment the price for
supporting "a Vogel
minority cabinet.

It was not the SPD as
such that the financial
markets and Pentagon
feared, but the dynamic of
a defeat for Kohi.

This would have been

the signal for trade
unionists  to demand
decisive =~ measures  in

defence of the welfare
state and against

- unemployment: boosted

the peace movement; and
encouraged the party’s left
to challenge the leader-
ship’s policies. They no
longer had the excuse of
the liberal coalition part-
ner.

Kohl now has a clear
parliamentary majority of
50 and appears to have a

By Giinter Minnerup

free hand to impose an
economic programme to
the liking of his capitalist
backers and install the 108
Pershings allocated to the
Federal - Republic, ~while
the SDP has suffered its
worst defeat since 1961.

All this gives socialists

.little reason to rejoice,

however critical they may
have been of the SDP’s
right wing policies. '

The election of 27
Greens to the Bundestag
offers liftle compensation
even if they enliven the
proceedings in the new
parliament.
_Andyetitis not whistl-
ing in the wind to see’
hopeful signs of a new era
in West German politics.

The combined vote for
the Greens and the SPD
(43.8 percent) rwas only
fractionally smaller than
in 1980 (44.4 percent).
This hardly amounts to a
massive defeat for the
workers and peace move-
ment.

It is primarily -a defeat
for the policies of the
social democratic leader-
ship.

Vogel fought under the
banners of ‘social justice’
and ‘peace’. It was not his
slogans, but their lack of
credibility for decisive sec-
tions of the electorate that
lost him the battle. |

Less  class-conscious
workers, especially in the
semi-rural and Catholic
regions, had not forgotten
that it was under the SPD

THE ELECTIONS on
5§ March in Australia
gave a clear victory to
Labour over the
Liberal-National Party
coalition, with a swing
of around 5 percent.
Labour won sweeping
gains in all states, with the
exception of conservative
Tasmania, and now has a
21 seat majority in the 125
seat House of Represen-
tatives. The vital issue in
the campaign was the

Victory for Labour
in Australia

economy,

During the seven year
term of ‘Liberal prime
minister Malcolm Fraser,
unemployment has reach-
ed 700,000 — ten percen-
— the highest figure sinc.
the 1930 depression. Infla-
tion is at 11 percent.

The employerg have
been on the offensive, cut-
ting wages through a
phoney indexation system,
destroying social services,
like health, education and
public transport.

The Liberal-National
Party coalition introduced
a series of sweeeping anti-
union laws. The swing to
Labour undoubtedly
reflected the rejection of
Fraser’s right = wing
policies.

But Labour is firmly
under the leadership of the
right wing. Their main
plank in the election cam-
paign was a-pricés and in-

comes policy — wage
restraint for short.
Labour’s new

‘charismatic’ leader Bob
Hawke was for ten years
the right wing leader of the
Australian trade unions,
specialising in rapid settle-
ment of strikes and ‘work-

ing together with both
sides of industry’.

- This tradition is carried
on in Labour’s slogan of
‘national reconciliation’.
The defeat of Fraser un-
doubtedly represents a vic- -
tory for the Australian
workers and a blow to the
bosses. The Labour move-
ment will expect measures:

in their interest from
Hawke.

_Already one of the key
building unions,  the
Builder’s Labourer’s

Federation, has refused to
call off its campaign of in-
distrial action for increas-
ed wages and shorter
hours.

Hans-Jochen Vogel, defeated candidate of the SDP..

that unemployment
started to rise.

They decided to gam-
ble on a Christian
Democratic Union (CDU)
still popularly associated
with the years of the post-
war ‘economic miracle’.

Disillusioned  youth
and the supporters of the
peace movement did not
trust the SDP to stand up
to NATO and voted for
the Greens. )

In some respects the
situation of the SPD today
is broadly comparable to
that of the Labour Party
after the defeat of

Callaghan in 1979. [+ ]

_ Growing sections of
both the party and the
trade unions are beginning

Social Democracy

t realise that the era of
social peace and prosperity
and of painless reformism
financed out of the
praceedings of uninterupted
economic growth,
are irrevocably gone.
While the wave of

. redundancies and closures

and the populist rhetoric

of the conservative
government  will  un-
doubtedly lead “to a

measure of demoralisation
and disorientation, many
activists will demand a
more radical approach by
the opposition and search
for new political answers

to replace the old,
discredited ones.
The outlook is therefore

one of intensified debate

within the SPD and the
DGB (the West German
TUC).

For the first time since
the immediate post-war

years there is  the
emergence of an anti-
capitalist left wing in the

West German labour
movement.
So the 6 March was not’

only a defeat, it was also a
watershed in West German -
politics. The years of
paralysis, of the isolation
of the left from the
mainstream of working
-class politics are over.

The period of debate
and regroupment now
opening up will prepare
the ground for future vic-
tories.

THE FRENCH
municipal elections on 6
March showed a strong
swing to the right — not
because of much in-
crease in the right wing
vote, but because of left
wing abstentions.

But in the second
round on 11 March the
Socialist and Communist
Parties persuaded most of
the abstainers to return to
the fold, pushing up their
vote up to nearly 50 per-
cent, from a first round
total of just 45 percent.

Municipal elections in
France are an important
test of general political
opinion, with many
ministers standing as can-
didates for local councils
or as town mayors.

As a result of the right
wing surge, the right wing
parties of Chirac and
Giscard won a number of
major cities away from the
left. The Communist Par-
ty did particularly badly,

Right wing gains
show Mitterand’s
problems

but the Socialists also had
some losses.

For example,  the
Socialists lost control of
Grenoble, a town which
has had a Sogjalist ad-
ministration for 18 years.

In Paris, Lionel
Jospin, secretary of the

By Paul Lawson

~Socialist Party aﬁd a

staunch ally of Mitterand
was heavily defeated in the
18th arrondissement by
right winger Alain Juppe.
" Without doubt this
defeat is a judgement on
the policies pursued by the
government since it came
to power two years ago.

The hopes of the left
that Mitterand would im-
plement a  sweeping
socialist change have been
dashed.

The government . im-
posed a wage freeze in
1982; savagely attacked

strikes amongst immigrant
workers and in the car in-
dustry; abandoned the
promise to reduce military
service to 6 months and
ploughed ahead with
building up French nuclear
weapons.

In this atmosphere of
austerity, the government
has become progressively
less popular.

Mitterand is beginning
to pay the price for ad-
ministering - the capitalist
crisis rather than respon-
ding. to it with radical
socialist measures.

In the 80 or so towns
where they stood, the far
left slate — ‘Voice of the
Workers against Austerity
and a slate supported by
the ultra-sectarian PCI —
received a total of around
4 percent of the vote
(although this is a much
lower percentage of the
total national vote).

Given the rather large
number of towns in which
the far left was standing,
this was a fairly good
resuit. 8000 people attend-
ed a rally called by the far
left campaign in Paris, ad-
dressed by leading figures

on the slate — Alain
Krivine and Arlette
Laguiller. :
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Interview

KEN LIVINGSTONE’S re-
cent trip to Northern
Ireland was a major blow
against the media gag on the
truth about British occupa-

tion of the six counties.

PHIL HEARSE and
"CAROL TURNER spoke to
him -about his impressions
of Belfast and the politics of
Sinn Fein.

L]
The main line of attack of the right
wing press and the media was that you
didn’t consult both sides. Why did

. you restrict your visit to the

Republican community?

Every political grouping except Sinn
Fein and the IRA can come to Lon-
don and put their case. I’ve heard the
views of Paisley’s Democratic
Unionists, the Official Unionists, the
Alliance: Party and the Social
Democratic and Labour Party at in-
ordinate length in the press and on
television. C

That kind of coverage is just not
afforded to Sinn Fein. You need to go
there just to resolve some of your own
ignorance and misconceptions.

But had some of the Protestant
para-military organisations known
that 1 was coming they would pro-
bably have arranged an event which
would have put innocent lives at risk
to gain publicity for themselves and
smear the visit. We minimised the risk
of that by letting only a few people
know that we were coming.

What we want to do is to get
Labour councillors, MPs, Labour
candidates and trade unionists to go
over and meet Sinn Fein for
themselves. We’re hoping that we’ll

get that ban on Sinn Fein lifted, so we-

can hold an open conference here at
the Greater London Council at which
all five parties can put their view.

What were your impressions of the
nationalist areas? : ’
L ]
The scale of poverty and unemploy-

ment is worse than anywhere else in.

Britain. Added to that - is the
systematic discrimination against the
Catholics practised for centuries, par-
ticularly during the period when the
Stormont parliament was run by the
Unionists.

Many of the utopian groups on
the British left make bland calls for
uniting everyone - behind some
generally specious campaign. But no
one can avoid the fact that if youare a
Catholic you are two and a half times
more likely to be unemployed than if
you’re a Protestant.

Although unemployment overall
is 20 percent, within the male Catholic
population it is over 50 percent. And
on some of the estates in West Belfast
60-70 percent is not

-y

N

uncommon.

KEN LIVINGSTONE _

Ken Livingstone

So there is systematic discrimina-
tion and poverty. There are tracts of
bad housing that make places like
Bermondsey look like monuments to
imaginative architecture. Nothing can
prepare you for just how bad it all is.

The effect of the war has been that
the area has been adapted to meet the
needs of the military. Almost all the
play areas and the lawns have been
churned up by tanks and armoured
cars travelling over them.

Each of the estates stands as if its
in the middle of a battleground. The
British army have not, as we are told,
stationed themselves between the two
communities, but within the Catholic
areas.

Their forts have been built
generally next to schools or
playgrounds or hospitals: Their
observation posts are perched on top
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“You step out of your
front door and you

Free Derry corner -

of blocks of flats occupied by
Catholics. You can’t walk down the
Falls Road for more than a few
minutes without passing soldiers arm-
ed and ready to fire. .

I came out of the house we were

‘staying in one night and collided with

one-of the troops waiking backwards.

It’s an amazing situation — you
just walk out of your door and you
step into a gun. The nature of the
patrolling is intimidatory — they
move through the estates like
cowboys from a film shoot-out.

This constant intimidation has
mobilised the entire Catholic popula-
tion against the presence of the troops
there. ‘

Anyone who says that there is sup-
port for the troops in the Catholic
community is wrong. The only area of
debate is whether they should be

withdrawn

immediately
or phased out
over a period of time,

. ’ ’ ’ - Is opposition to the
i troops translated into

A active support for Sinn Fein?
L ]

“ There can be no doubt that Sinn Fein

has won the allegiance of the Catholic
working class in Belfast. Sinn
Fein will be the largest voice of the
Catholic community in Belfast after
the general election.

During our visit there was no

step into a gun”

doubting the enthusiam as we walked
around the streets. And it wasn’t just
for us. it was for the leaders of Sinn
Fein, Danny Morrison and Gerry
Adams.

The people we talked to were quite
clear that what broke the hold of the
SDLP in that area was their position
on the hunger strike and Bobby
Sands.

I think the SDLP is probably

finished as the major electoral voice:

of the Catholic community in Nor-
thern Ireland. But it wasn’t just that
the SDLP took a mistaken position
on the hunger strike.

People have seen the SDLP
around for almost a decade and Gerry
Fitt for a decade before that — and
nothing has happened except it’s got
worse. .

On top of that you’ve had the
emergence of a younger, dynamic
leadership within Sinn Fein with a

] [} I

much clearer conception of socialist
policies. That must be much more at-
tractive to ordinary working class
Catholics.

Sinn Fein are doing what I think is
correct — not issuing ideologically
pure tracts, but going onto the estates
and the areas of bad housing; taking
up the issues around the poverty;
campaigning on behalf of the local
people and drawing the political
lesson from it.

That's the most valuable way of
building support for socialist policies;
taking up issues which face people on
a day or Zay basis and drawing the
political i2ssoms. 80 o .

and aduszs 2 -
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D
How do you see political
developments after a  British
withdrawal. Can things be muved in a
leftward direction?

My guess is that British withdrawal
would see a major re-alignment in the
North in a very short period of time,
certainly within two or three years.
That would also spill over into the
South. .
The political balance in the South
is equally affected by British
presence. I’'m certain that the split
between Fianna Fail and Fine Gael,
and  the monopoly that those
two parties have on the bulk of the

- vote is a reflection of our continuing

presence.

If we’d been out of Ireland for 50
years those two parties would have
coalesced around a genuine Tory par-
ty and allowed the growth of a
socialist alternative.

There are major elements within
the Labour Party, the Workers Party,
and Sinn Fein in the South which
could form the basis of a new political
grouping on the left. But that’ll only
come about when Britain is out,
because now all those groups are
-divided among themselves on British
withdrawal.

After Britain announced its deci-
sion to withdraw some working class
Protestant opinion would become
detached, not going into Sinn Fein
but perhaps forming a parallel
socialist party.

]
How can we break the political log-
jam on Ireland in British politics?

- ]
Our problem here is that there is a
two-to-one majority among the
.British people for getting out of
Ireland. The logjam is in the politicai
establishment.

This is the result of Unionists
work to ensure their own veto.

The Labour Party is moving very
rapidly. The insertion of the word

* ‘early’ into the proposal for talks in

the draft manifesto document reflects
the pressure building up on the
parliamentary party for a general
withdrawal.

We may be nearer than people ac-
cept to getting the Labour Party com-
mitted to a withdrawal from Ireland.

On most of the issues we face, the
pressure is buiit up in the constituen-
cies, ihen the unions and then it is
forced on the parliamentary leader-
ship. This is one area where thz major
problem is the unions.

We may find that we can persuade
the parliamentary leadership before
we can persuade the TUC. This may
reflect the fact that most of the trade
unionists in Northern Ireland .are Pro-
testants in British trade unions.
Catholics tend to be either
unemployed or in Southern Ireland
unions.

When the Labour Pary talks
about talking to the trade unions,
they should also be talking to the
Southern unions.

The pressure on the parliamentary
leaders is a consequence of :he pro-
spect of .a Labour government
presiding over another five years of
war and bloodshed.

. SR
Surely the record of the Labour
leaders shouldn’t convince us that
they’re thinking of an early
withdrawal from Ireland?

They’re talking about accelerating the
process of consultation around the
issue of British withdrawal. What
seems likely in the manifesto is a state-
ment that no grouping in the North
can have a veto over the withdrawal
process. That’s the key.

There’s a degree of war weariness
— of exhaustion and a gradual
realisation that we’re not going to see
a military solution. Ther2’s over-
whelming public support for a Briz's:
withdrawal admittedly on the bas:
a ‘get the troops home’ pos:tion

S0 I’'m much more optimis:
I think a lot of other peor
because I do think there's
sense of despair amornz L
and not just them. :i_:
that we've gc: o 22 - -
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Socialists for

By Jeremy Corbyn

THE PURPOSE of
Socialists for a Labour
Victory is to unite all active

“campaigning socialists in

the party. Our aims are to
fight the general election
on the agreed socialist
policies of conference, take
the campaign out into the
labour movement and not
fudge the issues in the way
that the party leadership is
doing at the moment.

The inaugural meeting, on
Monday 7 March at the House
of Commons, considered a state-
ment which laid out the aims of
the campaign. That’s now been
redrafted in the light of that
meeting, and will form the basis
of the SLV campaign.

The statement will be cir-
culated to all constituency par-
ties, prospective parliamentary
candidates, MPs, trade union
branches, and other campaign-
ing organisations — particularly
black groups and women’s
groups. We are asking for their
support and endorsement of the
campaign.

Leaflets are being prepared.
There will be public meetings
and campaigning activities
organised up and down the
country. And there will be
regional discussions of activists
to see how the campaign can be
taken forward. R

The critical factor in our
campaign is taking it outside,
making it an out-going cam-
paign. It won’t be just an inter-
nal Labour Party affair. It must
be a public campaign to
regenerate the labour movement
around the socialist policies of
Labour. :

* The issues we’ll be fighting
on are: unilateral disarmament;
a return to full employment in-
cluding the nationalisation of
the top 25 monopolies; a growth
of living standards and no in-
comes policy; full campaigning
and committment to all Party

‘a Labour Victory

policies on women; the repeal of
the Nationality Act.

There are several things
Socialist Action readers can do
to build SLV. First of all, get
your wards and constituency

parties to support the campaign. -

Take it up in your trade union
branches and any other com-
munity organisations you’re in- -
volved in, and get their support.

Ask these organisations to
donate some money to the cam-
paign, and to take part in local
SLV activities.

We want SLV supporters to
organise public meetings and ac-
tivities in their area. We want to
bring together all those hundreds
of thousands of people in the
community who will see any im-
provement in their position, any
solution to their problems, by
the election of a Labour majori-
ty in parliament.

These are the people we must
convince that we’re serious
about carrying out our socialist
demands. I believe this way we
will rebuild the labour move-
ment, rebuild that confidence
and support for Labour that
ought to be there.

This way we’ll build a real
fight-back against this op-
pressive Tory government.

Jeremy Corbyn works as a full-
time negotiator for the National
Union of Public Employees. He
is a Hornsey councillor, and a
prospective parliamentary can-
didate for Islington North.

To contact Socialists For a Labour Victory write to:

Mandy Moore and Andy Harris, Joint Secretaries,

c/0 28 Middle Lane, London N8.

FOUR YEARS of Thatcherism have
taken a tremendous toll. The
‘resolute approach’ has laid seige to
the conquests of a hundred and fifty
years of working class struggle.

The right to a job is no more. The
spectre of war stalks the country.
Living standards are among the
lowest in Western Europe. Health
care, education, housing and
transport are threatened with
privatisation and cuts. The inner
cities are fast becoming wastelands.

- Thatcher’s assault is stunning
enough. But even more frightening is
the lack of effective response from
the labour movement.

In 1945 the Labour Party ‘was
returned- to government with a
parliamentary majority of 150
— almost fifty per cent of the vote.
That government presided over a new
‘consénsus’; bringing in a new age of
prosperity; giving working people in
Britain fundamental rights that they
had fought for ‘since the dawn of
capitalism,

Access to jobs, freedom from
want, health care-and schooling came
to be regarded as inalienable. The
first challenge to these basic rights
came from Ted Heath’s attack on the
right of the trade unions to organise
independently.

British capitalism, an era in which the
old self-evident truths will have to be
jettisoned.

The process by which new lessons
will be learned will be a hard one.
The defeats and set-backs of the last
period have already begun to raise
this debate amongst militants.
Likewise the small victories that have
been won have indicated the way
ahead.

To start with the victories. Two
years ago Tory MP John Corrie tried
to introduce a bill to restrict women’s
abortion rights. A movement of pro-
test and demonstrations began in-
cluding protest industrial action,
culminating in a massive protest
m?rch called by the TUC. The Bill
fell.

A year ago the Pentagon decided.

to grace us with an unwelcome gift of
156 Cruise missiles. The idea was that
the US war mongers would pay for
the missiles — we would pay for the
ensuing war with our lives.

A small group of women marched
from South Wales to Greenham
Common and decided to camp out at
Greenham as a physical barrier to the
delivery of the missiles. The camp

became a focus for the hundreds and -

thousands of supporters built up by
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarma-

‘'What alternative

to Labourism?

But the trade union movement
which crushed” the Industrial Rela-
tions Act and turfed Heath out of of-
fice has failed on virtually every front
to halt Thatcher’s advance. And now
with the Labour Party in total disar-
ray, the danger of another term of
Tory office looms.

Battle after battle has been sur-
rendered by the TUC leaders: the
health workers, the rail workers,
ASLEF, the steel workers and BL.
This is not to say, as some claim on
the left, that the working class is
solidly socialist and only held back by
its leaders.

On the contrary these leaders are
not imposed on the working class but
are, in general, elected. The
‘SDP/Liberal Alliance has made
significant gains from the Labour
vote. Previously a constant third of
the working class voted Tory.

ment over the last two years. Against
the entire weight of the media and the
Tory propaganda machine the camp

~ and its supporters were instrumental

in winning over 60 per cent of the
population to oppose the siting of
Cruise .missiles. Even Tory voters
were evenly divided on'the issue. Of
course the missiles have not yet been
stopped, but a major victory has been
won in the battle for hearts and
minds.

The water workers won a victory
against the government after years of
being fobbed off with promises and
arbitration. Drawing the-lessons of
the healthworkers dispute they
organised for a national strike from
the beginning and struck hard.

The divisions between the Tories .

and the employers, and within the
government itself were sprung open.

‘Thatcher’s assault is stunning
enough. But even more
frightening is the lack of

effective response from the
labour movement’
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These political weaknesses are not

. new. But in the past, in the battle

against Heath and in the trade union
struggles of fifties and sixties, they
were not decisive for the outcome of
the day-to-day battle against the
capitalist class.

This has changed under Thatcher.
Thatcherism represents a new era for

Through the resulting gap, the water
workers won one of the few victories
of a period of mounting trade union
struggles.

The lesson of the few victories we
have won is this: that action is what
get results. Action is what changes

_ opinions, action is what defeats

governments.

Yet is this enough? Clearly not.
balance sheet of victories must be a
companied by an account of t}
defeats of the last period.

" The starting point for th:
balance sheet must pre-date the Tha




her government. In 1974 the work-
ing class threw ouf Ted Heath
through extra-parliamentary action.
et within a year the policies that the
esulting Labour . government had
been elected on had been dropped

and after two years Denis Healey was
imposing an austerity policy demand-

- ed by the Intebnational Monetary

Fund and the Treasury.
The immediate effect was that liv-
ing standards dropped faster than at

any time this century and unemploy-
ment shot up to over a million.

In the name of the Social Con-
tract there was no resistance of any
significant type from within the
labour movement. Those on the far

left who were building support for
Grunwick and the mass movemént
that built the Anti-Nazi League were
denounced as prophets of doom
when they predicted that the
Callaghan-Healey government was
paving the way for the most right
wing Tory government this century.

Action was not enough to stop
this process. The ‘Winter of
Discontent’ that started in 1978 had
the effect of halting the decline in
working class living standards.

But the failure of Callaghan to
meet working class demands was not
followed by the return of a govern-
ment responsive to those demands
but by the advent of Thatcher.

But the left was not prepared for
these type of consequences. The
building of a left wing across the
‘labour movement that would launch
coordinated action against the Tories
was an urgent and indispensable part
of preparing for any serious confron-
tation with them.

Such a left wing would inevitably
play a full role in the battle inside the
Labour Party to render the leader-
ship of the Party accountable to the
rank and file, and win it to socialist
policies.

It would therefore simultaneously
prepare for a battle with the Tories
and fight for a government which
would take the labour movement for-

‘A left wing should
simultaneously prepare for a
battle with the Tories and fight
for a government which would
take the labour movement
forward rather than backward’

~combine mass

Two alternative conclusions have
been drawn from this experience. The
first, espoused by the right-wing, is
that the labour movement should not
fight against a Labour government;
This argument has been carried over
into the Labour Party in opposition
with some success. But concessions

- made to the right wing leaders have

only resulted in a ferocious purge and
the dropping of conference policies.

The second is that the struggle
against the capitalist offensive must
action with the
political preparation for an alter-
native. -

This means re-examining the old
debate on the relation between direct
action and political action. Ever since
the death of Marx these two strands
of socialist activity have been forced
to run in separate tracks — symbolis-
ed by the confinement of economic
activity to the trade unions and
political activity to the Labour Party.

The time has come to redefine the
relationship between political activity
and direct action and place direct ac-
tion in the driving seat. It is time for
the political representatives to

become servants of the mass struggle

and not the other way round as at pre-
sent.

So. what form would such a
perspective take in the light of the
defeats encountered under -the
Tories? The decimation of the steel
industry and of BL have been eclips-
ed in most militants’ minds by the
result of the miners’ ballot.

If the miners won’t fight over
jobs, the reasoning goes, what chance
have we got? An
qualification is necessary. The miners
have not been defeated in battle.
They have refused to fight on terms
which they saw as stacked against
them. But how could an adverse rela-
tion of forces have been converted in-
to a favourable one? The answer lies
in the political implications of any
serious action by the miners.

In 1981 a similar movement won
an immediate step-down by the
government on pit closures. It was
clear that Thatcher felt she was

. threatened by a movement that could

sweep her from office.

immediate _

ward rather than backward.

Support for such objectives at
present only commands a minority
view within the labour movement:
judging by the votes for Tony Benn
in the deputy leadership election bet-
ween one and two million of the rank
and file. But it is from this minority
that an effective response can bé built
up and translated into a majority.

It is also argued that it is too late
to effect the results of a general elec-
tion. This may be so. But if the
Tories or a coalitionist variant are
elected at the upcoming general elec-
tion then the type of preparation that
will be necessary to fight such a
government must begin now.

It will therefore be the first objec-
tive of this paper to actively support
all those fighting against the Tory
government with the objective of
defeating Thatcher and winning a
Labour government committed to
socialist policies.

For this reason the paper will sup-
port and help to build a socialist cam-
paign for a Labour victory. While we
will put forward a definite editorial
point of view our columns will be
open to all those who agree with this
objective. The editorial view point of
the paper will be that of revolu-
tionary socialism. In the words of the
Communist Manifesto we will have
no interests separate from the work-
ing class as.a whole.

In particular we will act as a voice
of the struggles of the oppressed
from Poland to Central America in-
side the Labour Party and the trade
unions.

We believe that the name of our
paper expresses our guiding princi-
ple: that the mass action of'the work-
ing class, the only force that can
liberate humanity, must be informed
by a socialist consciousness and
direction.

For us that socialism is one which
rejects Stalinism and bases itself on
the principles of workers democracy
— the ideals of Solidarnosc.

It is this strategy which we believe
. represents the ultimate alternative to
the crisis of Labourism which afflicts
the labour movement today. The
coming period will permit no other.

Socialist Action 18 March 1983
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TUC women s conference shouldn’t stop at resolutions

Women’s TUC — positive action needed

THIS WEEK, the 53rd TUC Women’s Conference
meets in Scarborough. A well researched report en-
titled Women in the Labour Market has been
published by the Woemen’s Advisory Committee to
mark the event. It is a response to feminist
criticisms of the Alternative Economic Strategy
VALERIE COULTAS reviews it.

The ‘report
together many points
made by women’s cam-
paigns since the Tories
were elected.

It takes account of the
ideological offensive to
drive women back into the
home just at the- time
when women’s demands
for jobs are increasing.

Women need their
jobs desperately. Today
62 percent of all married

women have to work. In- -

creasing numbers  of
women are single, divorc-
ed or widowed and are
sole breadwinners.

But since 1980 the in-
crease in the numbers of
women working has stop-

ped.

~Women lucky enough
to return to work or get
jobs after school are forc-

ed into the lowest grades.

Or they are forced to join
the growing army of part
time workers with little
job security or pension
rights.

“There is little doubt’
the report- explains ‘that
the high incidence of part-
time work in Britain (4.4
out of 24 million) is a
direct result of lack of
childcare facilities’.

The report shows the
different rates of employ-
ment in different ethnic
groups. Among West In-
dians,
women work. Only 9 per-
cent of Pakistani women
work outside the home.
Religion plays a part here
with 45 percent of non-
Moslem asian women
working away from home,
while only 17 percent of
Mosne"n asian women do

Many of these women
are subjected to home
working with long hours
and disgusting rates of

. pay.

Black women are
relegated to jobs in the
declining manufacturing
industry and rates of
unemployment for these
women have increased by
65 percent, compared to
55 percent for white
women.

Most. depressing of all
is what the report tells
about young women. Bet-
ween 1980 and 1981
unemployment among
school leavers rose by 138

brings .

74 percent of .

percent,

In the East Midlands
this was a staggering 272
percent! When work is
scarce young women are
held back from breaking
with traditional jobs.

The report succeeds in
outlining womens needs
and the TUC policies to
meet them. It explains the
main points of the Alter-
native Economic Strategy
(AES), sidestepping in-

comes policy with tatk of -

creating ‘a fairer climate
for collective bargaining’.

It will satisfy some
with its references to-men

doing domestic work. But,

it is unlikely to pacify sec-
tions of the feminist lobby
who want more than

words. .
Women’s complaints
about union officials who

stand in the way of action .

to change women’s lot are
not, however, looked at.
And no mention is made
of the Hoover women
who battled against local
AUEW leaders to defend
their jobs.

You’d never know
from reading the report

" that the predominantly

female workforce in the
NHS was misled for seven
months by the TUC.

Instead the record of
the TUC is dressed up. We
are told that the TUC
‘urged the government to
amend the Equal Pay Act
and Sex Discrimination
Act’ and ran a ‘concerted
campaign to reduce the
working week’. Funny, we
hadn’t noticed these mass
campaigns!

The report is weakest
on what unions should do.

The appendix on positive

. ‘good

action explains: ‘In the
first instance positive ac-
tion is most likely to suc-

-ceed in a workplace which

is strongly organised and
has a tradition of joint
union- management com-
mittees’.

True, unions could
achieve a lot through col-
laboration with Labour
councils and nationalised
industries.

But what about the 47
percent of full time
women workers employed
at firms with less than 100
people, and the part time
workers in concerns of less
than 257

Can we rely- on the
practices’ of
employers to do the right
thing here, particulary in a
recession?

The TUC has to come
behind a massive cam-

_paign to change the law to
force employers to create:

positive action program-
mes.
Penalties should be im-

posed on "those who

refuse. The TUC report -

fights shy of pushing the
only measure that can
dramatically change

things for women and

black workers in this
country.
The ~ gestures to

feminism and facts in the
pamphlet are not enough.
We- need action. If this
disturbs the cosy relation-
ship between the TUC
Women’s Advisory and
the TUC then so be it.

- Feminists in -~ the

.Labour Party have not

shied away and neither
should they.

To staft with the
Women’s: TUC should
back. the Association of
University - Teachers
resolution.

This proposal would
guarantee that five resolu-
tions go automatically to
TUC Congress every year.
This may only be the start
of the disturbance but it is
an assault long overdue.

Nurses

Secretaries and
Shorthand Typists

Packers, Bottlers,
Canners and Fillers

Lower paid groups where women predominate

Proportion of women in occupational groups with
average earnings

General Clerks

Other Typists

Repetitive
Assembiers

Costing and
Accounting Clerks

Sewing Machinists

Shop Assistants

Catering. Cleaning and
Hairdressing Workers

)

" negotiation is

Longbridge or LOng_ Kesh?

GRAFFITI has appeared
on a wall inside BL’s

Longbridge plant in Bir-

mingham. It asks; ‘Is this
Longbridge or Long
Kesh?’ This follows a
series of police raids on
BL workers’ homes,
some in the middle of the

night, accompanied by
physical violence by
police. .

BL’s policy of

demanding uncritical ac- -

ceptance of anything has
gone beyond even  the
victimisation of con-

venors and leading
stewards = like Derek
Robinson . and Alan

Thornett. Now it extends
to personal lives of the
‘workforce.

On Wednesday 9
March three worker’s
houses were raided. One

" worker _was suspended
the following day on
suspicion of stealing
from BL Cars Ltd. The

-issues

police had found ‘im-
criminating evidence’ of
a couple . of car light
bulbs!

The workforce
response was immediate.
Strike action by stores,
stacker truck and
transport workers
brought nearly the whole
of Longbridge to a halt
by the weekend.

This is the first time
this has happened since
the rest allowance
dispute in November
1981. A victory for the
workforce will be a much
needed shot in the arm,
particularly for the
stewards who have not
been involved in a signifi-
cant dispute for over_a
yedr.

It shows that union
organisation in the plant
may be down but it is not
out. Given the right
Longbridge
workers will fight.

Multinational fought

‘WORKERS at Hailwood
and Ackroyd, a medium-
sized engineering firm
from Morley near Leeds,
are now entering thelr
eighth week of strike dc-
tion with no sign of a
_breakthrough. They are
fighting for parity with
the sister-factory in Lin-
coln.

If successful, this
would mean a massive
wage rise of 40 percent
and a. boost for morale
throughout the Leeds
district.

It would also block
plans by the parent
multinational ' company, -
American Standards, to
close subsidiaries
elsewhere and move the
work to Morley.

.Aided by a new con-
venor, the Hailwood and
Ackroyd workers have

built impressive links
with other trade
unionists.

® Messages of support
and donations to: Strike
Committee, 9 Anderson
Street, Plumpton- Rd,
Wakefield, West Yorks.

Nottingham lock out

ON 26 JANUARY, 63
workers at Daleside Had-
den, a Nottingham dying
and finishing firm, were
sacked on the spot. Their
crime? Refusal to accept
the imposition of a
-168-hour continental
shift system and the tear-
ing up of old agreements.
The scheme would
mean compulsory
weekend working, no
“overtime payments, ef-
fectively lower wages for
hours worked and the
destruction of the
workers’ social and fami-
ly life.

The sacked workers
have made it clear that
they are prepared to
negotiate new shifts, But
.not the
style of Daleside Had-
den’s management who
have paid no wage rise’

for four years and
employ 14 YOPs
‘trainees’ doing a full

day’s work for pocket
money.

The victims of the
lock out are maintaining
a 24 hour picket of the
works to get their jobs
back and appealing for
blacking of Daleside
Hadden’s suppliers and
customers.

The dispute has the
official backing of the
workers’ union, the Na-
tional Union of Hosiery

-and Knitwear Workers

(NUHKW), Nottingham
Trades Council and Not-
tingham’s Unemployed
Centre. )

® Send donations and
messages to: Daleside
Hadden Strike Commit-
tee, Martin Lawson, 1
Eugene Gardens, The
Meadows, Nottingham.

Demanning and the miracle

THE LAUNCH of BL’s
new miracle Maestro was
greeted by a walkout of
nearly 4000 workers at
the Pressed Steel Fisher
plant in Cowley last
week.

The dispute caused
by management attempts
to ‘de-man’ 14 people off
the Rover and Ambass-
ador line, resulted in an
overwhelming vote to
strike, without a lead
from senior stewards.

Demanning is vital to

“management attempts to
control and break the
organisation of the shop
floor.

A PSF
plains; .

‘We arrived for work
Monday - night but
everybody knew the day
shift had walked out.
Demanning will affect all
of us. They want more
work from less people.

worker ex-

‘So our section would .

not start work without a
meeting.

‘Our steward recom-
mended we go home as
well as the day shift. We

senior

voted on it and went
home. No one voted
against.

‘A mass meeting on
Wednesday morning
decided to go back
because the 14 . blokes
were put back on the
line. This was a big vic-
tory.

‘Management were
scared of the Maestro be-
ing stopped. But they

.tried it again on Thurs-

day, nine blokes were
taken out of the paint
shop and again the day
and night paint. shop
shift went home.

‘We had a mass
meeting the following
Monday at which the
steward recom-
mended a return to work
on the agreement that
‘talks would continue
with management. The
recommendation was ac-
cepted, but whatever the
TGWU officials agree
to, the mood of the
workforce is definitely
opposed to demanning.

‘The trouble is not
over yet.’
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Worse than the crash of 192!

Chancellor Geoffrey Howe is claiming his budget
will ‘revive British industry’.

This has been the Tory theme since 1979 when
Thatcher boasted that British industry was going to

:manufacturing

get ‘leaner and fitter’.
In October 1981 she
was saying: ‘Today we see
British industry slowly but
inexorably  iniproving.’

‘But the devastation and

disaster that has hit

manufacturing  industry
since -1979 is  un-
precedented.

The collapse of British
manufacturing industry is
far worse than anything
that happened in the thir-
ties and even werse than
the great crash of 1929.

Beétween the peak of
output in May 1979 and
November 1982 manufac-
turing production fell by
20 per cent. At the end
1982 production had
declined to the level of
1967.

A collapse on that scale
has no precedent in the en-
tire history of capitalism
outside the industrial col-
lapse of the thirties.

In just over three years
21 per cent of the jobs in
manufacturing have been
wiped out. In iron and
steel the output has fallen
by 43 per cent. Motor vehi-
cle output has dropped by
36 per cent and textiles
production, metal goods
production and manufac-
turing investment have
declined by 32 per cent, 29
per cent and 32 per cent
respectively.

In some major in-
dustries a third of the
workers have lost their
jobs. At firms like Talbot

and Massey Ferguson, job -

losses total .70 percent and
over (see table).

Under Thatcher there
has .been a collapse of

that is far worse than

industry -

anything that has taken
place since the Industrial
Revolution.

The slumps of 1920,
1929 and the thirties are ali
eclipsed by what is taking
place now.

By John Ross

The 1921 slump was a
violent readjustment to
the economy after the
Great War. Although the
intitial fall in production
was the sharpest in British
history, recovery began
after only one year and
then manufacturing out-
put rose for the next eight
years.

The 1929 slump lasted
much longer and recovery
did not get underway for
three years. But from then
on the rest of the thirties
saw -one of the most rapid
increases of output ever
recorded by manufactur-
ing industry.

Unlike other sectors of
the economy in the thirties

manufacturing  escaped
the devastation of the
recession.

Since 1979 manufac-

turing has slid rapidly

- down hill, and three years

after the recession began
it’s still on the slide.

Thatcherism is not ‘a
return to the thirties’. She
and her cabinet have
presided over the.biggest
and the worst decline ever
in manufacturing produc-
tion. Sir Geoffrey Howe
has got a lot on his plate if
he is going to ‘revive
British industry’!

" Percentage loss of jobs: 1977-82

Talbot
Massey Ferguson
British Leyland
British Steel
Dunlop
Tube investments
.~ GKN

" Philips
Courtaulds
Caterpillar
Vauxhall
Babcock International
John Brown

73%
70%
53%
50%
49%
45%
45%
45%
44%
42%
33%
'33%
32%

Source: Financial Times, 9 December 1982
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[ Index of manufacturing production follow-
ing the recessions of 1920, 1929. 1979.

(100 = peak production year of previous cycle)
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Posters 50p. each from Merseyside Trade Union, - ‘
Community and Unemployed Resource Centre, Hardman Street, Liverpool.

Once the British copper
was well known for tak-
ing old ladies across busy
roads. Now they have
taken solicitude further
and started a home visit
scheme.
One night 12 West
Midland’s plain clothes
= men decided to go and
77-year old

- heer _up
son. In their

-~ boyfsh efithusiasm they

didn’t knock but good
humouredly broke her
door down. The whole
idea being to give her a-
surprise.

The police told her
that they had been tipped
off that her flat had a
store of pot. One kindly
fuzz is rumoured to have
said: ‘“We just wanted to
space out with her and
put a little fun in her
life.’

For some odd reason
Mrs Wilson just did not
appreciate being waken-
ed up in the small hours
by 12 boisterous coppers

—— Helping the aged

and even expects them to
apologise for trying to do

- her a good deed.

Some people are just
never satisfied.

By Bob Pennington

Another group from
the West . Midlands
decided to pop in and see
two people in their sixties
and a 90-year old lady.
The cops decided a nice
game of forfeits would
be just the job for the old
trio.

When the 64-year old
man did not answer his
question right the police
spreadeagled him over a
bed and poked a gun at
his head. . *

After all if you don’t
get the answers fight you
have to pay the forfeit,so
he could hardly grumble!

Sir Philip Knights,
the West Midland’s
police boss .has denied
his lads against charges
of ‘running up and down

the country waving
firearms like lollipops’.

He is right — they
have only been doing it
on their own patch.

But their example is
being taken up. Not to be
outdone two of the
Liverpool police slipped
in to see 73-year old Har-
riet Mellor of Edge Hill.

_ Being loving typeés of
lads they insisted on giv-
ing Harriet a few hugs
and squeezes, which-left
her with bruises and cuts.
Yes you’ve guessed it.
Now people are moaning

when the police start
showing a little affec-

tion.

All these moaners
have a cheek. In none of
these cases did the
policemen play their
favourite game of cops
and robbers as the Met
did with Steven Waldorf
when they shot for real.

Compiled by~BOB PENN-
INGTON. Send contribu-
tions to Worm’s Eye,
Socialist Action, 328 Upper
Street, London N1 2XP to
arrive not later than Thurs-
day a week prior to publica-
tion.
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The miners —
what went
wrong?

THE VOTE. in the mineworkers union
against fighting pit closures is a major
defeat for the whole labour movement. it
has opened the door for the whole-scale ‘ra-
tionalisation’ of the mines on a similar scale
to steel and BL.

It has closed the door on the possibility

of a major industrial fightback to defeat the .

Tories before the general election.

So what went wrong? The South Wales
miners did all they could to build on their militan-
cy by spreading the dispute on an area-by-area
basis. But the right wing worked against the
strike from the beginning.

WAVERED

The national executive wavered. After first
declaring that a national ballot was unnecessary
it decided to call off the strikes that were due to
start and go for a ballot.

The left on the executive fought hard for a
‘ves' vote. But even in Yorkshire and Scotland
the necessary 55 per cent was not reached. The
Welsh miners had 1,200 lobbyers campaigning
throughout the coal fields for a 'yes' vote.

Whatever criticisms can be made of the tac-
tics of the executive no one can claim that a lead
was not given or that the issues were not clear.
Indeed Thatcher went out of her way to raise the
stakes by her lavish praise of steel boss
McGregor as the best person to rationalise the
coal industry.

In no other union and in no other industry has

such a clear lead been given in the recent past.

But they voted no.

The reasons why lie outside the NUM. Of -

course, there were particular reasons for not
fighting now: it is not the best time of year.
There are huge coal stocks.

But the NUM anticipated this by promising
that ‘... we would not sit around waiting for coal
stocks to dwindie. It would be a short sharp
dispute straight to the relevant point. We would
also call on the other unions.’

Nor was the issue confined to the future of
one pit. The NUM made clear that the fight was
about EEC plans for the re-structuring of the
European coal industry, involving the closure of
pits in peripheral areas mcludmg Wales and
Scotland, concentration on ‘super-pits’ and
eventual privatisation.

EXPLANATION

It is at the level of the leadership of the labour
movement as a whole that the explanation for
the ballot defeat is to be found.

The problem is not what Arthur Scargill did
or did not do inside the NUM.

The problem is that the left trade union
leaders have failed to organise the forces at the
base of the labour movement to deal with the
right wing.

The NUM vote, the Tatchell vote in Bermond-
sey, Benn's vote for the deputy leadership of the
Labour Party in the unions show that there is a
large minority in the working class who will con-
sistently support left policies, who will fight
against the Tories and-are prepared to confront
the sell-out policies of the right wing.

Scargill and Benn have not so far organised
this minority for a fight across sectoral lines.

Inside the NUM the left is regrouping for a
fight around the strategy that puts the interests
miners and the working class before those of
multi-national capital. This entails combattmg
the witch hunt, fighting for socialist policies in
the manifesto.

it means controlling the block vote, man-
dating delegates to TUC and Labour Party con-
ferences, fighting to remove the right wing.

)

Broad Lefts are beginning to be built in the |

unions which take up the main policy issues —
campaigning Broad Lefts not electoral
machines. The miners’ vote has shown that sec-
toralism is dead; the relying on gut militancy is a
thing of the past.

Understanding that the right wing leadership
of the labour movement is a problem affecting

every sector is a precondition for advance. This

is the new challenge that the left, which is a

strong and active minority in the class, must

take up.
The future of the whole class depends on how
we take up this challenge.
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Reg Race - -
(MP for Wood Green)

‘Greetings to Socialist
Action. 1 wish it a long
life and success. It is
crucial that the -labour

‘movement develops new

methods of exercising
leverage over the ideas
prevailing within the
working class, and I
hope Socialist Action
will enable the movement
to be more successful in
this respect.’

George Hope
(Divisional Organiser,
AUEW-TASS No. 16 Divi-
sion)

‘It gives me great

pleasure to write in sup- -

port of the launching of a
new paper on the left of
the labour movement
pledged to fight for
socialism, to fight for the
return of a Labour
government pledged to
socialist policies and to
fight for the defeat of the

present Tory government

of Margaret Thatcher.
‘Sometimes in the
past, I have had dif-
ferences  with -your
policies and other times I
have disagreed with your
tactics, but I seriously
believe that, if we are go-
ing to achieve socialism
in Britain, all groups,

_ factions and parties on_

the left have got to learn
how to work together —
our immediate aims
should be as set out in
your ‘launch’ publicity.

‘I wish you every suc-
cess. Best wishes for the
future! More power to
your press!’

Ron Brown

(MP for Leith)

‘The Left can never have
enough newspapers and I
particularly welcome the
addition of Socialist
Action as  another
weapon for workers to
use in the struggle against
the Tories and for
socialist policies.’

Dennis Canavan
(MP for West Stirlingshire)

‘I am delighted to hear
about the -launch of
Socialist
labour movement cer-
tainly requires an addi-
tional voice at this par-
ticular- time to express
the aspirations of work-
ing people and to
counteract the bias of the
mass media.

‘My hope is that
Socialist Action  will

Action. The .

make a valuable con-

tribution to the fight for
democratic socialism in
this country and

~ throughout the world.’

Les Huckfield

(MP for Nuneaton)
‘Socialist greetings and
all good wishes to
Socialist Action.’

Allan Roberts
(MP for Bootle)

‘I very much welcome
your arrival and the
emergence of another
paper to express the opi-
nions of the left of the
labour movement, and 1
wish you well in your
endeavour.’

Robin Blackburn
(Editor, New Left Review)

‘1 very much welcome’
the  appearance of
Socialist . Action. I
believe it is of the utmost
importance to advance
bold socialist politics at
the present time of
savage capitalist offen-
sive, renewed cold war
and disarray in the
labour movement.

‘1 see a renewed
socialist party struggling
to be born out of the im-
passe of the left and I
hope that Socialist Ac-
tion will make a creative
contribution to realising
this.

Peter Tatchell

(Bermondsey Labour Party

‘I would like to take this
opportunity of express-
ing my thanks to all those
Labour Party and trade
union members who
came to support us in the
Bermondsey by-election.

‘We lost a battle, but
not the war. I look for-
ward to Socialist Action
playing a campaigning
role in order to win a

‘Labour victory at the

general election.’

GREETING

Peoples Democracy
(Irish section of the Fourth
International)

Meeting in conference
12-13 March we send
greetings to Socialist Ac-
tion. We hope you will
build on Ken Liv-
ingstone’s visit to Belfast
and Owen Carron and

John MacNulty’s
speeches to the LCI
plastic  bullets  con-
ference.

Links are being built
between the anti-
imperialist movement in
both countries. That can
only benefit both.

A nation. that op-
presses another can never
itself be free.

Joy Hurcombe
(Secretary, Labour CND
and prospective parliamen-
tary candidate for Wor-
thing)

‘I welcome a new paper
that will fight for the
policies of the Labour
Party. In particular 1
look forward to the op-
portunity for  wider
coverage of our cam-
paign for unilateral
nuclear disarmament.’

Bob Strother
(NEC NALGO)

‘I am pleased to hear of
the launch of a new
paper on the left and
wish you every success in

spreading the message of -

socialism and encourag-
ing working people to
fight in these depressing
times.’ )

Andy Harris

- (GLC Councillor for

Putney. A member of the

"CLPD Executive, and joint
" secretary of Socialists for a

Labour Victory)

‘I welcome a new labour
movement voice which
will campaign in favour
of taking forward fur-
ther democratic changes
within the party and
within the trade unions.’

Ken Jones and
Bernard Reagan

(NUT Executive members
—in personal capacity)

‘Our best wishes to the
new paper.’

. Walter Wolfgang

Vice-chair, Labour CND

‘In one sense there can
never be enough socialist
papers. 1 therefore
welcome Socialist
Action. That is not to say
I shall always agree with
it!”

Dave Ward

(Secretary of Horsham and
Crawley Post
Enginéering Union, and a
National Committee
member of the .POEU
Broad Left. Vice-chair,
Horsham Constituency
Labour Party and a member
of the South East Region
TUC).

‘It has never been more
important to have a
paper inside the labour
movement which will
unify the diverse currents
there, and build a real
fight-back against this
Tory government.

‘The labour move-

ment lacks an ideological

Office

response to the Tory
onslaught. Socialist Ac-
tion will
popular and crusading
forum in order to build a
national, radical alter-
native to Thatcherism.’

Ray Davies

(ISTC Branch Official,
Llanwern PPC Cardiff
North) -

‘I would like to give en-
thusiastic greetings to the
new  publication  of
Socialist Action. The

birth of a new left-wing .

paper presents a new and
exciting opportunity to
fight for socialist policies
and a Labour victory at
the next general election.

In the last four years.

under the  Thatcher
government we have ex-
perienced the cold cruel
world of capitalism with
increasing intensity. In
such circumstances we
need acts of optimism.
Publishing Socialist Ac-
tion at this time is such
an act.

A paper born in op-
timism must express the
determination of the
three-month long strike
of the steel workers in
1980, the eight-month
long =~ struggle of
healthworkers in 1982,
and the militant battles
of waterworkers, miners,
train drivers, and many
other groups of workers.

Thatcher, by con-
tinual confrontation, has
wiped the cobwebs from
the eyes
thousands of = trade
unionists who can now
see this  oppressive
system for what it really
is. The job of Socialist

- Action is to give leader-

ship to such militant feel-
ings.

If Socialist Action
can succeed in this, we
can defeat the witch-
hunt, we can defeat the
register, and we can go
on to win the socialist
policies we’ve all been
struggling for.

Ernie Roberts

(MP for Hackney North
and Stoke Newington)

‘The Tory Party with the

- aid of their establishment

— press, TV, radio and
big business — have
brain-washed many

provide "a.

of tens of -

2
3
3
O
3
8
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workers into believing
that the present state of
affairs (unemployment,
cuts in social services, the
destruction of British in-
dustry) is not the fault of
Tory government pol-
icies but the result of
some world crisis.

‘Socialists must
understand the nature
and structures of
capitalist society, and
point out the inevitablity
of such problems, as they
are inherent in capitalist
society. Socialism is the
only solution for. the
working class.

‘1 wish your paper
well in trying to spread

- the message of

socialism.’

Nigel Williamson
(staff-writer Tribune)

‘All ~ Labour : Party
members - should
welcome the new
Socialist Action. Follow-
ing the behaviour of
Fleet Street during the
Bermondsey by-election,
the Labour Party needs a
diversity of papers put-
ting left perspectives
more than ever before.’

Richard Chessum
(PPC for Warwick and
Leamington)

‘Best wishes on the
launch  of  Socialist
Action. As the right wing
of our Party launches its
attack on fundamental

- democratic rights of par-

ty members, and the

“Tories and the Alliance

combine in their at-
tempts to destory the on-
ly mass party of the
working “class, papers
like Socialist Action will
become ‘increasingly im-
portant. N
‘The antiquated, -
parochial view of Anglo-
Saxon labour leaders
that Marxism représents
a subversive alien
philosophy must be
challenged throughout ~
the labour movement in
Britain. The struggle for
a democratic socialist

" society cannot be won
. without a theory of how

capitalist society works
and how a society based
on workers power can be
established.

‘T look forward to
‘campaigns in your col-
umns for unilateral
nuclear " disarmament;
for socialism and com-
mon ownership and
workers control; for
withdrawal of British
troops from the North of ~
Ireland and the South
Atlantic; for a massive
re-distribution of wealth
and power in this coun-
try; leading to the ge-
nuine democratisation of
our society.

‘Doubtless 1 will not
agree with all that you
write, but you have a
most valuable contribu-

‘tion to make.’

Write to us!

This is your page. Send us your
comments, criticisms or even con-

gratulations. But please be brief —
letters over 300 words will be cut.
Write to: Letters, Socialist Action,
328 Upper Street, London N1
2XP. (Tel: 01-359 8180)
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Marxist polmcs could not possibl
spring fully armed from the heads o

o Engels ' as

Marx. and  Engels, 'but: required
decades . of  participation in the
workers’ movement. The  develop-

..ment of capitalism and of the class

struggle was: constantly presenting
“them ‘with new. problems and new
solutions, .

In those texts written by Marx or
interventions  in  the
workers’ movement, it is possible to
trace their increasing awareness of the
great  variety of tactics and in-
struments of struggle that the working

class would need if it was (o carry
through a successful socialist revolu-

tion  against such a -powerful an-
tagonist . as
system.
These works by Marx and Engels
lack the brilliant paradoxes of th
philosephy, the literary polish of
journalism or the intricate abstraction
of ‘their economics, but they are un-
surpassed in clarity and vigour: they

have proved to be the iron rations of

revolutionary secialism.
encounter with the

workers’ movenment was to be decisive
for Marx and Engels, they certainly
did not simply adopt its politics.

Within the workers’ movement at
this time, it was held that the eman-
cipation . of the- labouring classes
would be-accomplished essentially by
some - external = agency.
disciples ._.of Proudhon or Roh
Owen, co-operative sehemes de
by enlightened reformers were to
the salvation of the workers: {
the resolution of the ‘social’ qu

FolloWe’rs

q
Weltllng, it was the revolutionary
sonspiracy that would deliver the pro-
letarian masses from their bondage:
this was the pa!h of “political’ revolu-
tlon,

None of these thinkers advanced
the idea of the working class as the
“consclous, leading Torce in a revolu-
tion that would unite the *social’ and
the ‘political’. Indeed, they lacked a
precise conception of the proletariat
a8 a class: for Blanqul the term
covered all: those who worked, . in-
cluding the mass: of the peasantry,
_while for Weitling the most revolu-
{onary social category ~was the
umpen prnletarlans or “‘dangerous

s’.
r Marx
ence of the propertyless .in-

al working class opened up the -

lkty of a new type of politics no
jordinated to conspiracy or
w kers were orgamsed
ustrial . armies hy

hey participated in

roduction and ex-

the world . capitalist

For _ the

and - Engels the-

y PO

R(iblih_B'l-ackburn

With the accentustion of the crisis
of bourgeois order, the workers as a
class wauld be joined by ‘a portion of
bourgeois ideologists who have raised
themselves to the level of comprehen-
ding theoretically the historical move-
ment as a whole’. The working class ™
would become the basis for a new type
of political movement. ‘Al previ
historical movements

: p
tnstoucal mission is to destroy 11 But

this a revolunonary seizure of
polmcal power is necessary: ‘thi ﬁrst

the positiun of ruling class, to .;
battle of democracy’.
Once the workers had ©

was the !

the proletarian révolution. With th
generalisation- of  the proletarlan
revolution, the global productive
forces developed by capitalism would
be brought under sacial ownership
and regulation: ‘In place of the old
bourgeois society, with its classes and
¢lass antagonisms, we shall have an
association, in- which the free
development of each is the condition
for the free development of all.’

The directly political .concepts
contained in the Manifesfo are spare
and  rudimentary.  The ‘advancing
sweep of the bourgeois révolution was
clearing away all the debris of pre-
capitalist social relations and political
forms. The bourgemsie was creating a
world in its own image. The state was
‘but .a_committee for managing the
common - ‘affairs” of the ~ whole
bourgeovisie’.

The essential function of the state
could 'he: defined 'in_ a. similarly
peremptory fashion: * tical power,
properly so ¢ .
organised pows

revolution

“line from economic combination (0
the socialist revolution. The pro-
gramme of the Communists could be
summed up in one slogan- ‘The aboh-
tion of private property’.

Within the workers' movement,
‘the Communists distinguish
themselves only by the fact that they
see the future -development of the
class struggle and bring to the fore the
interests of the working class as a
whole, ‘independently” of " all na-
tionality’.

The Commum

every.country’ ai
have over the grea

‘letariat the advan

understanding the §i
conditions and th
results of the p

But since
ment of the mover
the developme
the Communists will

defimte value on the b;

complex  analysis

development and bou
Some essential

owner nor to the
twelve, fifteen hours of his daily life
belong to-him who buys them. The
worker leaves the capitalist to whom
he hires himself -whenever he likes,
and the ‘capitalist discharges  him
whenever he thinks fit, as soon as he
no longer gets.any. profit out of him,

or not-the anticipated profit. But the

worker, whose - sole

source : of

livelihood - is the 'sale of his labour

power, cannot leave the whole class of
purchasers, that is the capitalist class,
without renouncing his existence.’

Decisive

Civen that the capitali
owns the decisive means of produc

* tion, they will always be able

ploit_the mass of pmiem,
basis of a free and eq

d, but eight, ten,

" capitalist and

tions of his owi

individua
against it

masses in 18
Franco-P

. . event in t
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(These listings are free for all
major labour movement and
campaigns activities. Semi-
display advertisements cost
Sp per word and must be paid
in advance. Send to: Action
Diary, Socialist Action, 328

Upper™ Street, London NI
2XP to arrive not later than
Thursday one week prior to
publication).

Socialist Action Trade
Union School: 16/17
April. The school is open
to all supporters of
Socialist Action. It will
examine the program-
matic background to
- revolutionary work in
the trade unions, and
the links between this
and work in the mass
reformist parties.
The school will discuss
the trade union theses of
the first four congresses
of the Third
International; the
minority movement and
the rise of the Labour
Party; the united front;
and the class struggle in
Britain since '68; and
steps towards a class
struggle left wing.
-
Yorkshire region CND
public meeting ‘Sisters in
Struggle’. Speakers Fran
De’ath {Greenham Com-
mon); Terry Marsland
(Tobacco Workers Union). .
Thursday 17 March, 1pm,
Library Vernon Road, Scar-
borough.
GLC Nuclear Bunker Party:
a peace cabaret. 17-19 March
at the Drill Hall, 16 Chenies
St, London WCI1. Box Of-
fice: 01-637 8270.
Release N. 1son Mandela and
all South : frican political
prisoners! join the 24 hour
picket ouside South Africa
House, Trafalgar Sq. Starts
Friday 18 March 5.30pm.
Organised by City of Lon-
don Anti-Apartheid Group.
Palestine Solidarity Cam-
paign National Rally to de-
mand the release of all.
Palestinian and Lebanese
political prisoners. Friday 18
March, 7pm, Conway Hall,
Red Lion Square, WCI.
Details: PSC 01-737 4144.
‘Iran’s Revolution Four
Years On ...> Conference
organised by International
Solidarity Front for the
Defence of Democratic
Rights in Iran. Saturday 19
March, County Hall, SE1.
10am-6pm. Creche available
on request. Evening social at

7.30pm.
.

Socialist Action Bankers Order Form

R
Youth March to
Greenham Common.
Oxford Youth CND
sponsored march on
weekendof 19/20
March with rallies en
route in Oxford,
Abingdon, Didcot and at
Greenham. For details
contact Cathie Brown,
Secretary Oxford Youth
CND, 10 Cunliffe Close,
Oxford. Tel: Oxford
52590.
L 1
Grenada Revolution: fourth

anniversary celebration
dance organised by NJM
London Support Group.
Saturday 19 March, Harrow
Leisure Centre, Christchurch
Ave, Harrow. Bands, bar
and food. Tickets at door £5
(£4.50 advance).

‘Banda Tepeuani’ — a
Salvadorean band — will be
touring Britain during March
at the following venues:
23rd: Bristol Trinity theatre,
Old Market, 8pm.

24th: Leeds Riley Smith
Hall, Students Union, 8pm.
25th: London ULU, Malet
Street, 7pm.

26th: Sheffield City Poly,
Pond Street, 7.30pm.

27th: Newcastle St Thiomas’
Church, Haymarket,
6.30pm. Organised by
CARILA Tel: 01-359 2270.

.|
Campaign Against Racist

Laws national demon-
stration Sunday 27
March. ‘Repeal the

Immigration and
Nationality Acts/Stop
race checks/Stop racist
deportations/Unite the
divided families now'.
Assemble 12 noon,
Peace Gardens (next to
County Hall) near
Waterloo station.

]
‘Nicaragua — Defending the

Revolution’. Hounslow
Socialist Forum meeting,
Sunday 27 March with
speaker from Nicaragua
Solidarity Campaign. George
IV Pub, 185 Chiswick High
Road, W4, 7pm.

“The Politics of the Family’.
Socialist Society two-day
conference with plenaries,
workshops, films, videos and
exhibits. Creche must be
booked. 27/28 March at Sir
William Collins School,
Charrington St, London
NW1. Details 01-734 8501.

1983 Jose Marti inter-

national Work Brigade to
Cuba: one months
working holiday in Cuba
from 1st-30th
September. For details

" contact the British-Cuba

urce Centre
(Brigade), c/o CARILA 29
Islington Pﬁrlk St London

T0, e e
(Name of your bank in capitals)
of . e

(Mdress of your bank in capitals)

Please pay to the credit of Socialist Action, Acc: No.
70372315 at Co-Op Bank, 08-90-33, 1 Islington High
Street, London N1. Startingon ... . ... (date of
first payment) and thereafter monthly on the same
date until further notice. DebitmyA/CNo . . . ... . ..

accordingly.

Signature

When c&mpleted and signed please return to:
The Business Manager, Socialist Action, 328 Upper

Street, London N1 2XP.

Please do not send the Bankers Order direct to your

bank. Thank you.

‘Towards a Police State?’
Hounslow Socialist Forum
meeting, Sunday 10 April
with Brian Rose-Smith, a
leading criminal lawyer,
speaking on the new Police
Bill. George IV Pub, 185
Chiswick High Road, W4,
7pm.

Labour Research Depart-
ment AGM. Saturday 16
April, 2.30-5pm, Tudor
Room, Caxton Hall, Caxton
Street, SW1. Details: 01-928
3649.

‘Plantation Workers of Sri
Lanka’. An international
conference on 23/24 April
organised by the Sri Lanka
Research and Information

Group. Further details frgm )

SLRIG, 9 Grays Inn
Buildings, Rosebury Ave,
London ECI.

El Salvador Labour Move-
ment Conference. 14 May,
County Hall, SE1, 10am-
Spm. Speakers include
Judith Hart MP and Dr
Salvador Moncada, senior
FDR/FMLN London
representative. TUs, LP and
LPYS branches are invited
to send two delegates.
Details from El Salvador
Solidarity Campaign 29 Isl«
ington Park St, London N1.

International Women’s Day
for Disarmament — 24 May
For more information please
contact ‘May 24th’, 16
Arundel Rd, Brighton, E.
Sussex.

Labour Campaign for Gay
Rights Rally: ‘Gay Libera-
tion and the Labour
Movement’. Speakers: Andy
Harris (GLC Councillor),
Tom Sawyer (NUPE), Bob

* Cant (LGRC) and speakers

from Lesbian Line, Visible
Lesbian and Gay Young
Socialists. Friday 18 March,
7.30pm, County Hall, Lon-
don SE1.-
‘The Fight Against Racism
and Imperialism’. Newcastle
Socialist Action readers
meeting with Chris Khamis
and speaker from the
Newham 8. Friday 18 Mar-
ch, 8pm, 2 Jesmond Road.
]
OUT NOW: ‘The Death
Agony of the Fourth
International-and the
Tasks of Trotskyists
Today'. A new book from
Workers Power/lrish
Workers Group. 120
pages, £1.85 including
postage. From: Box
7750 BCM WC1N 3XX
or left bookshops.
L ]
‘Socialists for a Labour Vic-
tory’ Brent public meeting
called by supporters of
Socialist Action, Socialist
Organiser and London
Labour Briefing. Speakers:
Ken Livingstone (GLC),
Tessa Van Gelderen (Brent
South CLP) and Mick
Woods (Brent East CLP).
7.30pm, Kensal Rise Primary
School.

Socialist Action Forums

‘Socialist Action — A New
Labour Movement Paper’.

OLDHAM Speakers Pat
Hickey~ (SA)  and |les
Huckfield (MP). Thurs 17
March 7.30, Greaves Arms,
Yorkshire Street.

PRESTON Speakers: Peter
Tatchell, D. Green
(Convenor Horwich Loco
Works Action Committee),

Kay Bastin (CND/Greenham)
and © John Parkinson
(Secretary Preston TUC).
Sat 19 March, 7.30pm,
Roper Hall.

NOTTINGHAM Tues 22 Mar-
ch, 8pm International Com-
glélmty Centre. Mansfield

HUDDERSFIELD Speaker
Alan Freeman (SA Editor).
Wed 23 March, 8pm, Friend-
ly and Trades Club.

Advertisement

International
Viewpoint

A fortnightly journal of world
politics
1V is an essential guide to world politics today.
Published under the auspices of the Fourth
International it contains news analysis,
important documents and information on the
- world workers movement.

The current issue centres on Africa in the world crisis
and features a major resolution of the Fourth
International on the ‘Land and National Question in

South Africa’. 3
Subscription rates: 6 months £9 (95FF); 1 year §16
. (175 FF).
Payment in French francs if possible. Personal
cheques to PEC and mail to: IV, 2 rue Richard
Lenoir, 93108 Montreuil.

Postal orders to PEC, CCP Account no. 2-322-42T Paris. Bank transfers
to PEC, BNP Robspierre, 153 rue de Paris, 93108 Montreuil, France.

Hard times;.
R )ﬁd “m)ﬂm’*
i turmeal

Bob Su&dzﬁl
Press

o

All books
£2.50

and humane.” Tony Benn

Advertisement

New titles for March
]
Bob Sutcliffe

Hard Times

“Arguments for Socialism can play a significant part in re-
establishing the necessity for socialism that is democratic, libertarian

| “Arguments for Socialism has a major role to play in building the
intellectual framework for the radical socialist struggle of the 1980s.”
Ken Livingstone, leader of the GLC .

Allow 50p for p&p.

Available from all good bookshops or direct from Pluto Press
PLUTO PRESS, The Works, 105a Torriano Ave, London NWS.

PlutodhPress-

Ernest Mandel
§4.95

Marx - A
Hundred Years
On

Betty Mathews
(ed) £4.95
Introduction to
Marxism (newly
reprinted)
Ernest Mandel
£2.95

London 328 Upper St. London
N1 telephone 01-226 0571
Open — Mon, Tues, Sat, 10-6 Wed 12-7

Thur, Fri, 11-7.

Birmingham 137 Digbeth
Birmingham B5 telephone (021)

643-5904

Open — Mon-Sat 10-6 Closed Wed.

Advertisement

100 Years

of Marx

Marx: The First’
100 Years

Economic Theory David McLellan

(ed) £3.95

The Formation
of the Economic
Thought of Karl
Marx

- Ernest Mandel
£3.95

Karl Marx: The
Story of His Life
Franz Mehring
§7.95

Mail Order Service — Add 20% for P&P

The World Economy in Turmoil™
Hard Times shows how the economic nightmare of the 1980's has resulted from
the capitalist system’s need for profit and how government policies will impose yet
more hardship worldwide. Bob Sutcliffe criticises existing alternative plans and argues
for a more radical, democratic and internationalist approach.

David Hall

The Cuts Machine ,
The Politics of Public Expenditure

The Cuts Machine shows how public services are controlied in secret and
ubordinated to the interests of private business. State spending operates on the
assumption that public services produce nothing of value.

David Hall exposes the limitations of Labour Party and TUC alternative economic
straiegles and argues that a political strategy must rise out of the fight for jobs,
ervices and democratic controls.

Existing titles in the Arguments for Socialism series:
Charlie Clutterbuck and Tim Lang  Colin Thunhurst -

More Than We Can Chew
The Crazy World of Food
and Farming

Jenny Beale
Getting It Together
Women as Trade Unionists

‘Richard Minns

It Makes You Sick
The Politics of the National
Health Service

Take Over the City
The Case for Public Ownership
of Financial Institutions

BE A SOCIALIST ACTION SUPPORTER

YOU, will be the sole
source of finance for

. Socialist Action. Each-

and every contribution
will be acknowledged
publicly.

Not so the Tory Par-
ty. Nine regional ‘In-
dustrialists Councils’
received at least £140,000
in political = donations
from over 40 companies
last year, according to
the current issue of
Labour Research.

Trade minister
Gerald Vaughan asked in
parliament whether he
would consider legisla-
tion requiring
bodies to show - the
source and destination of
their funds replied short-
ly, ‘No’.

The reason is that
these councils are little

these’

else - -but ‘launderettes’
for Tory party funds.

. Vaughan, of course, is a

member of the Tory
cabinet which is ahout to
legislate on the financing
of . the Labour Party
from the unions.

By Martin Collins

We want to buildup a
network of supporters
who will be involved in
the life of the new paper.

In particular we invite

those readers who want
to make a larger con-
tribution to become ‘a
Socialist Action SUP-
PORTER.

For a donation to the
fighting fund of the
suggest a

paper (we

. num)

minimum of £5 per
month or £20 per an-
you'll get a
quarterly bulletin offer-
ing invitations to all our
local and national
events; attendance at our

educational schools;
substantial reductions on
best-selling - books from
the Other Bookshop and
all our pamphlets free.
We’ll also put you in
touch with other readers

of the paper locally.
Please don’t delay in sen-
ding off your donation.
For the paper to prosper
and flourish we need a
transfusion of funds
now!

I would like to become a Socialist Action

® Please send me my supporters bulletin
@ Please put me in touch with local readers ‘
@ | enclose a standing order/donation of £

supporter.

Send to: ‘Supporters’, Socialist Action;
328 Upper Street, London N1 2XP.

.
) l
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A real horror story

DAVE PACKER reviews the film America — from
Hitler to MX by Joan Harvey, now showing at the
Rio Cinema, Kingsland High Street, Dalston, Lon-
don. Distribution by the Other Cinema, 79 Wardour
Street, London W1 3TH. 01-734 8508/9.

Unlike Atomic Cafe
this film is not trying to
entertain people. Instead,
as one reviewer says ‘it
wants to scare the hell out
of them’. And it certainly
does that. .

‘It is the most powerful
and ‘persuasive anti-nuke
documentary made.

In the first 45 minutes
it shows the peace move-
ment and trade union ac-
tivists unravelling the con-
nections between  big
business and the Bomb.

Interviews with retired
NATO generals and senior -
diplomats lay bare
Reagan’s war drive.

The horror of the “first

strike’ policy is shown to -

. be nothing more than a ra-
tionale: for starting a
nuclear war.

A lot of the US leaders
think it is possible to win a
prolonged but limited —
limited to Europe that is —
nuclear war. That is the
idea behind Cruise and
Pershing. .

The -next part of the
film shows how the Nava-
jo Indians have been
criminally exploited to
mine uranium, becoming
victims of cancer. -

Bonanza

Even the US GIs have
been used as guinea pigs
and deliberately exposed
to radio-activity for testing
out nuclear jobs.

We see how nuclear
stockpiling is steadily

General

— Adverti:

pc}lluting the USA as the

arms factories kill off the
people who live near their
dumps. Against this hor-
ror there is no safeguard.

Joan Harvey makes the
point that; ‘Civil defence
in the context of an all-out
nuclear war is about as ef-
fective as re-arranging the

deck chairs on the
Titanic’.
Powerful

The film then gets to
the heart of the matter as,
in Julie Christie’s words, it
pins down nuclear
weapons ‘to their real
economic roots -— the
multinational corpora-
tions’.

dard Oil, General-Motors, -
Electric and
others sold goods for the
US effort in World War II
and still invested in
Hitler’s war drive. ~ -
Standard Qil sold
patents to Hitler’s Ger-
many. Pratt and Whitney
‘made aircraft engines and
reconnaisance - plans for
the Lutwaffe. Du Pont
sold the Nazis poison gas
which was used to exter-

minate the Jews in the

camps.

The war was a bonanza
for the big corporations

who boosted their profits -

by 800 per cent in its first
year. Now these same
firms are riding the gravy
train of the nuclear arms
race.

The Du Ponts, Stan- --

They are the roots of
Reagan’s America. In a
world of economic reces-
sion government spending
on arms makes good sense
to the giant multina-
tionals.

In showing that war is
about profit and exploita-

15 March

A SIX PART series from
Prof. Asa Briggs,
paragon  of  British
liberalism. Promises to
carry all the scars of that
wretched ideology.

No doubt the good
Prof. will tell us how
Karl Marx ‘was not a
Marxist’, how Engels
was a capitalist, and how
although the ‘socialist’
states bear little
resemblance to Marx’s
vision of society they
were inevitable weren’t

The Navajo Indians got cancer when mining uranium

Karl Marx — the Legacy,
Thursdays BBC2, begins

s

tion — both of which are
inherent in the system of
imperialism — the film br-
ings together the need for
an alliance between the

peace  movement and
organised labour.
America —  from

Hitler to Mx puts the

they?

On the other hand, if
you really haven’t got
anything better to do on
a Thursday night, why
not tune in.

You could be
surprised by what may
turn out to be an

entertaining glimpse of
the life of the great
revolutionary who (in his
own words) ‘spent so
much time writing about
money while seeing so
little of it’.

DEFINITELY worth a read is the latestissue of Interna-
tional, theoretical journal of supporters of the
" Socialist League. .

The centrepiece is a 32 page supplement on the
Marx centenary.

This features articles by Ernest Mandel examining
the centrality of the potential of the working class to
Marx's thought, and Norman Geras arguing for a
Marxist notion of human nature.

Marx’s ideas on women, Ireland, the British
bourgeois revolution, the Commune and on theory and
practice are also discussed.

The supplement argues
relevance of Marxism for the struggle of the working
class and the oppressed today.

Other articles cover a wide spectrum from B

Sutcliffe’s analysis of the capitalists’ response to the' -

economic crisis, to animal liberation, to Helen John
and Valerie Coultas discussing Greenham Common.
" At 95p this 56 page double issue is a snip.

for the continuing

Widows | S
Wednesdays at 9pm ITV

themselves with the plans _
for a £1 million robbery
when their husbands get
‘blown up trying to rob a
security van. -
So - the  women
decided what a-man can
do they can do just as

for the big heist.

On one side is
vengeful copper and

MIGHT BE better than well so they recruit
the average thriller. another female
Three women find accomplice and get down

to planning and training

a
on

the other side is rival
gang just bursting to get
their hands on the plans.

socialist case against war
and nuclear weapons. It
does it in a much more
powerful way than. any
liberal, pacifist arguments.
Make sure this film
does not suffer the same
fate in the cinemas that the
War Game did on TV.

A Question of

Power

8.30pm 20 March
Channel 4

CAN YOU ever
influence Public

Inquiries or are they just
whitewash.

Among those taking
part in a discussion on
their use or otherwise are
Tony Benn’s former
political advisor Frances
Morrell, Graham Searle
from Stop Sizewell ‘B’
Association and Peter
Wilkinson, director of
Greenpeace.

Rising Da;np
Sunday’s at 7.15
ITV

YORKSHIRE TV are
doing all viewers a good
turn with a re-run of
Frank Chappell’s
deserved award winning
comedy series. Leonard
Rossiter as landlord
Rigsby and Frances de la
Tour as Miss Jones are
streets ahead of all
competition in situation
comedy series.

A Biography of Marx

‘Karl Marx — The Story of his Life’
) Franz Mehring
(Harvgster Press, £7.95)

ON THE anniversary of his death there is no better
book about Marx than Franz Mehring’s Karl
Marx. :

As a political biography this is comparable
with Deutscher’s trilogy of Trotsky.

Mehring was a prominent member of the
socialist movement and a contemporary and friend
of both Marx and Engels.

He brings to this work all the advantages that
went with being an active thinker and worker in
German social democracy..

Added to that he was a genuine Marxist scholar
who combined knowledge with clarity of thought.
and lucidity of style ‘

At £7.95 it’s not cheap but if you want to know
-about Marx as a man of ideas and a man of action
you cannot do without it.  _ : )

To buy it get your credit card out, empty your
money box or borrow a few bob, but make sure
you have this for permanent use on your

- bookshelf.

The CND Story

‘The CND Story’
Edited by John Minnion & Phillip Bolsover -
(Allison & Busby, £1.95)

CND STARTED in the mid fifties when more and
more people decided that they objected to being
incinerated. :

This book tells the story of CND, starting from
those early years of Aldermaston when Easter was
not about Jesus doing a Peter Cushing but was a
festival when people marched for the right to live.

Short articles from people like EP Thompson,
Joan Ruddock, Bruce Kent and Pat Arrowsmith
tell the story of the demonstrations, music and
literature and how it started rolling again in the
eighties.

If you lived through the period it will jolt your
memory and make you think about what happen-
ed. If you did not, then it’s a good idea to find out
what happened. .

Both available from The Other Bookshops: 328
Upper Street London NI and 137 Digbeth Birm-
ingham 4.
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CRISIS IN ZIMBABWE

WHAT is happening in Zimbabwe today is not, as
the media would have it, simply a manifestation of

tribal rivalry. The seeds of the present situation were -

sowed at Lancaster House in 1980, when Zimbabwe
was ‘given’ political independence but tied very
firmly into the coils of neo-colonialism econom-

ically. .

Even given the will, the
Mugabe government could
not fulfil the expectations
of those who fought in the
liberation armies for
freedom from the im-
perialist yoke and the
domination of their coun-
try by a small white elite.

The largely peasant ar-
mies fought for land. To-
day millions are still
landless while the big white
capitalist farmers carry on
much as before. In the ur-
ban - areas, which saw
massive strikes immediate-
ly after liberation, the
trade unions have been
tamed and structurally in-
corporated into, the party
machinery of ZANU or
ZAPU. Smith’s Industrial
Concilliation Act, which
made strikes illegal, is still
in force.

It is this disaffection
with the achievements of
the Mugabe regime which
is the main cause of the
growth of political

dissidence. This dissidence
is by no means confined to

Subseription \
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Please send me as special offer
Send to Socialist Action, 328 Upper Street, London N1 2XP.

the = Ndebele-speaking
areas, although it is more
manifest there.

By N. ‘Ndabeni

The campaign against
ZAPU, the reign of terror
which has been unleashed
in  western Zimbabwe
serves to distract the peo-
ple from the real roots of
the problems which can-
not find a solution within
the neo-colonialist con-
text.

The end of the war,
with the demobilisation of
thousands of fighters,
resulted in thousands of
unemployed,  many of
them highly skilled in the
use of weapons. In such
circumstances, the rise of
banditry is inevitable.

But by no means all the
trouble -is caused by ban-
dits, although that is the
impression  which  the

convey. It is largely an ex-
pression of the very real

IS bscribe
' For readers who take out a year’s inland subscription
we are offering a free copy of Hard Times, a new
book in the ‘Arguménts for Socialism’ series by

Bob Sutcliffe. The book normally costs §2.50.
Alternatively we are offering Alan
Freeman’s book; The Benn Heresy.

For new readers there is our special
Nntroductory offer of 8 issues for §2.

All subscriptions are posted

~
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economic and political
discontent feft by the
masses. Brutal repression
or the further violation of
the people’s democratic
rights will not make these
problems go away but only
intensify the opposition.
Of course, as is tQ be
expected, the white racist
regime in South Africa is
taking full advantage of
the = situation. Former.
Selous scouts- and
renegade  Zimbabweans
are being -trained in the
apartheid republic and
sent back across the Lim-
popo to stir up trouble.
This is a heaven-sent
gift for South Africa who
is triumphantly shouting
that this is one more proof
that the black people are
not capable of self-rule.
By his actions, Mugabe is
making this. lying pro-
paganda plausible.

While holding no brief
for Nkomo, the labour
movement in Britain, must
give its support to those
who fight for democratic
rights in Zimbabwe. It
must establish links ‘with
the organised labour
movement in the urban
and rural aregs and oppose
all attempts to suppress it.
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Nicaraguan militiaman stands guard in Managua

US hands of

entral America!

TWO WEEKS ago President Reagan despatched his
UN ambassador Jean Kirkpatrick on an urgent visit

to. El Salvador.

Her mission: to assure the right wing military
dictatorship that the United States would not allow

guerrilas of the FMLN.
This wintgr the lgft
wing fqoaces have launched
a - sustained - offensive,
briefly capturing the towns
of Berlin, Corinto and
Meanguera, and inflicting
heavy = casgglties on
government tr3ops.
- The left wing victories
have thrown the regime in-

to crisis. A deep rift has

broken out between the
semi-fascist leader of the

National Assembly,
Roberto D’Aubuisson,
and  the more pro-
American president

Mangana and his military
leader General Garcia. _ .
At ‘the same time the
political front of the op-
position — the Revolu-
tionary Democratic Front
-(FDR) — has launched a
diplomatic offensive for
unconditional talks.

Thugs

As rumours spread
that the United States
would talk to the guerrilla

leaders, the Magana
regime was  running
scared.

Jean Kirkpatrick gave
a gloomy report to Reagan
after her 10-day stay.
Without a massive injec-
tion of military aid —
another $60m and an in-
crease in US military ‘ad-
visors’ the regime would
collapse.

Reagan immediately
appealed to the Congress
for the extra money, and
hinted that if they refused
the US would pay it

anyway out of the
‘emergency fund’.
The reason for

Reagan’s panic goes far
beyond his concern for the
military thugs who run El
Salvador. = .

‘We believe that the
government of El Salvador
1s on the front line in battle

‘that is really aimed at the
very heart.of the Western

|- the government to be defeated by the revolutionary

Hemisphere, and even-
tually at us’, he told an au-
dience at the San Fran-
Cisco Commonwealth
Club. ‘If El Salvador
should fall I think Costa
Rica, Honduras and
Panama would follow’.
Reagan’s domino
theory is of course part of
his ‘Russian plot’ theory.

But there is a strong ele- -
- ment of realism in his con-

cern.

By Phil Hearse

The whole of Central
America is being turned
into a battlefield between
the corrupt oligarchies and
the revolutionary in-
surgents. In Nicaragua the
revolution has been suc-
cessful, while the Salvador
and Guatemalan regimes
are tottering.

Nothing  better il-
lustrated the turmoil in the
region than the recent visit
by the Pope. The Pope’s
line for ‘peace and recon-
ciliation’ was everywhere
rejected — and quite right-
ly. Peace and reconcilia-
tion with the death squads
is not a feasible project.

While condemning the

bloody outrages of the

Rios Montt regime in
Guatemala, the Pope
reserved his main condem-
nation for tHe left.

Pope

In revolutionary
Nicaragua he told the left
wing priests to leave the
government and denounc-
ed the theology of libera-
tion as _ ‘dangerous
nonsense’. . K

At a huge outdoor

' mass in Managua he refus-

ed to condemn the
murders carried out by
counter-revolutionary US-
backed forces making in-

cursions from Honduras.

He was heckled by the
crowd, something which
caused him  ‘spiritual
distress’. In San Salvador
he had the affrontery to
besmirch the name of
Bishop Oscar Romero,
murdered by the right
wing death squads, by tell-
ing people that ‘no
ideological interest’ (read:
the left wing) ‘should try
to exploit his sacrifice’.

But Romero’s sacrifice
was made precisely
because he, like many
Catholic priests, sided
with the poor and revolu-
tion.
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What faces Central
America, whatever the .
Pope thinks, is regional
revolutionary war.

Last week in
Whnshington government
spokespeople were defin-
ing the precise conditions
under which American
troops might be sent to El
Salvador. B

The time has come for
the international labour
movement to step up its
solidarity with Nicaragua
and the revolutionary
forces of El Salvador and
Guatemala, to stay the
hand of US imperialism.
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