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|()() ()()O march GIIIIS illl I(ollanel

ilgillllSl' an“ culs Gemany have beeninvolvedin a

| campaign to raise money to sup-
. port the Kurdish fighters defending

demanding an end to cuts and

. the town of Kobane against ISIS.

On 18 October, 100,000 peo-
ple marched through London

calling for better pay. Millions

of workers have seen their pay '
: tions they have raised more than

. £20,000. The heroic defence of

. Kobane has thwarted the plans of

came to power more than 600 :
i Turkey who hoped that a victory
gle day. The protest was called for ISIS would allow them to in-
- vade northem Syria and create an
i open-air prison where they could

i expel Turkish Kurds and the PKK.
strations are good but we need i

. Solidarity with the PKK/YPG!

i Victory to the Syrian revolution!
: No to a new war in Iraq!

frozen which means they have
lost 20% of the value of their
wages. Since the coalition

jobs have been cut every sin-

by the Trade Union Congress
(TUC). There are 6 million
people in the unions but the
union leadership have got no
stomach for a fight. Demon-

to go beyond ‘protests with no
tomorrow’. We need strikes & !
occupations to kick out the
government.

: Members of REVOLUTION in

Together with Kurdish organisa-

RAVOLUT
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socialist youth movement

REVOLUTION is amagazine
and a democralic organisation
of young people. We oppose
the rule of the capitalists and
the inequiality, war and dimate
chaos their system creattes.
The bilionaires who run the
world's govemments, media
and businesses wont give up
their power by protest and
votes. If we want to abolish the
rule of the elite then we must
overthrow them through a rev-
olution which puts control soc-
ety in the hands of the milions
- not the millionaires. This is the
struggle for socialism - join us!

SERMANY 7 BRITAIN 7 AUSTRIA % PAKISTAN

Tell ue what you think!
WRITE TO REVOLUTION AT
socialistrevolution.org/ contact

JOIN REVOLUTION AT
socialistrevolution.org/join

“ like us on facebook/SocialistRevolution
o follow us on Twitter @socialistrevo

@ email us at contact@socialistrevolution.org

strike, profes’r oceupy
Take action for

Education!

The National Campaign Against Fees and Cuts (NCAFC) has called
a national demonstration on 19 November. The slogan is 'No to debt,
no to fees — Yes to free education!'

Since the Con-Dem government came to power, education has been
under constant attack. Tuition fees were tripled to £9k a year, EMA
was scrapped and now schools and universities are being sold off to
private companies. The result of the coalition hiking fees to £9,000
per year will mean students finishing university with a lifetime of debt
and having no certainty of getting a job when they graduate.

Its not just students whose future is being sacrificed by a government
of millionaires who got their university education paid for with state
grants. Unemployment amongst 16-24 year olds has reached 20 per
cent. One million young peaple are not in work, education or fraining.
Those who are fortunate to find the few jobs that are going often end
up in low paid, insecure work with zero-hours contracts. Young people
who can't find work are forced into 'workfare schemes' which make
you work up to 40 hours a week in retum for your unemployment
benefit for companies that make millions in profit each year. Essen-
ially the state is subsidising the profits of the rich at the expense of
the poor.

The Tories used their conference to announce that they want to con-
tinue with the attacks on the welfare state, they are especially target-
ting young people even going as far ta say that they might completely
stop under 24s from receiving unemployment and housing benefits.

Another policy the Tories have promised to continue is the selling off
of education to the highest bidders.The growth of 'Free schools' and
academies has created a market out of our education system. This
means that companies, religious groups and anyone with access to
a few Tory ministers can set up a school which they can run as a
business, driving down wages, limiting courses and changing parts
of the curriculum to suit their ideas. We think that schools should
be run in the interests of the students and not as a scheme for
making money out of our education.

Schools should be places of free expression, learning and critical
thinking — not factories for drilling in unquestioning obedience to au-
thority, training up armies of young people with only the qualifications
necessary to find work in a low wage, low skill economy.

We encourage all students and young people fo participate in the
demonstration on 19 November. School and college students were
the most radical participants in the students revoit of 2010 — we need
them to take the lead once again. Walk out, protest, occupy, fight to
make education a right for all, not a privilege for the few.

BYKP

Wed. 19 Nov 12pm, CENTRAL LONDON




Tory Britain:

.[-

erich gef richer,

tnhe poor get poorer

he UK is the world's 6th largest
I economy. Despite this, the gap
between richest and poorest is
only getting bigger. Inequality in
Britain has spiralled to a sorry level
where our five richest families own
more than the poorest 20% of our pop-
ulation, as reported by Oxfam earlier
this year. We live in a country where
the cost of living is on the rise and real
incomes are falling - the number of
working households living below the
poverty line is greater than non-work-
ing ones. All workers should earn the
Living Wage (£8.80 in London) to com-
bat a situation where being in work
doesn’t pay. In one of the richest coun-
tries in the world, a million people
have been forced to use food banks
just to survive.
Couple this high cost of living with the
government's savage cuts to social se-
curity and public services and you ar-
rive at the nasty reality facing many
ordinary Britons today. There are peo-
ple trapped in poverty without a life-
line - made worse by austerity
measures enforced by our government
to squeeze every last pound they can
from those struggling to find a penny.

WE’RE ALL IN IT TOGETHER?

It is the policy of pay cuts and freezes
that have struck the poor and the vul-
nerable and allowing the rich to accu-
mulate more wealth than ever before.
The ruling capitalist class of Britain
has become wealthier despite the 2008
financial collapse, yet the ordinary folk
have been made to shoulder the bur-
den of the crisis. Pay freezes, welfare
cuts, the evil bedroom tax and a whole
host of Tory nasties have plagued or-
dinary and vulnerable people in Britain
whilst the boss class lives it up with
tax cuts and bonuses that could fund
a hospital.

It's a depressing reality that Labour
refuses to offer serious alternatives
to the Tories’ austerity. At one end of
the chasm, the poor majority bears
the brunt of austerity whilst at the
other, capitalists are allowed to
hoard our country’s wealth - despite
the system that enriches them being
responsible for the financial crash
which we are told we “all” have to pay
for.

When Labour was last in power they
bailed out the banks with £1TRIL-
LION of our cash. The Tories’ have
stepped this up by selling off public
services - a massive transfer of accu-
mulated wealth that we paid for - all
handed over to big business. The eco-
nomic crisis that set the precedent
for this was inescapable. Capitalism
always goes through crises because
production is not organised accord-
ing to what we need, but according to
what can make a profit. Britain is one
of the richest countries in the world
and now has more billionaires per
head than any other. Despite this,
over 1 in 5 of us still live in poverty.

The massively unequal distribution
of wealth in Britain cannot be solved
simply by taxing the rich a bit more
and building more schools and hos-
pitals or paying wages. The capitalist
system has inequality built into it -
which is why all the newspapers,
schools and main parties say there is
no alternative. Rich people get rich
because they skim off the value pro-
duced by the people who actually
build cars and houses but can’t af-
ford them.

To abolish inequality forever we
need a socialist revolution to organ-
ise society in the interests of the
millions not the millionaires.
BY CRAIC
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Fi%hf For Every Job!
wit

atrikee & occupationg

Cut the hourg, not jobe!
chare out the available work
amongt the unemployed with no lose

of pay
Tax the Rich!

to fund a massive hogpital, echool and
infrastructure improvement pro-
gramme, providing decent jobe with
decent wages for the unemployed

Nationalice bankrupt bosges!
companies that sack workers or cloge
down should be taken over with no
compengation paid. They should be run
democratically by the workerg them-
gelves

Make Labour Fi%hf!
demand Labour councillore vote
againgt cute, campaign against cuts,
and MPg commit to reversing all aug-

terity

Unite the registance!
committeeg of action in every town
should coordinate in a national demo-
cratic campaign to organige the regist-
ance to augterity in every workplace,
town and city




Ukraine: se

li-deience militias

resist 1ascist terror

coup earfier this year is frying to crush anti-govemment op-

posttion in east Ukraine. Thousands of ordinary workers have
joined antifascist militias to defend themselves against the amy
and fascist paramilitaries.
The conflict began when the former Ukranian president said that
he would not sign a free-rade agreement with the European Union.
He was trying to play the EU and Russia off against each other to
get better terms for the agreement, which would have seen millions
of Ukrainians lose their jobs. Ukraine is ruled by uftra-rich capitalists
who monopolise political power (oligarchs). They build a mass pop-
ular base by playing off the contradictions of Ukrainian be-
vaeen the Russian-speaking East and the Ukrainian-speaking

lest.

The pro-EU oligarchs called for protests, promofing the illusion that
better relafions with the EU would mean greater democracy. The
pro-EU protests were called the Maidan Movement, named after
the square they occupied. At first they were fairty small but when
the govemment attacked them thousands of people joined in to
protest against state repression and violence. A number of fascist
organisations were involved in the Maidan Movement, including
the Right Sector which s a coalition of neo-Nazi groups. The ammed
fascist groups were decisive in forcing the president to flee to Russia.
Their reward was key positions in confrol of the police, amy and
secret service in the new regime.
One of the first acts of this govemment was fo try and pass legisia-
ion banning Russian as a state language. Ahuge number of east-
em Ukrainians speak Russian as their main language. Parts of the
east and south of Ukraine did not recognise the new govemment's
legitmacy. Crimea held a referendum and a majority of the popu-
laion decided to leave Ukraine and subsequently joined Russia.
The Donbas region has also held a referendum and a majority of
the population wanted autonomy from Kiev in order to protect them-
selves from a nationalist and anfi-Russian govemment. However,
the Ukrainian has not respected the right of Ukrainian
citizens to make this decision for themselves. They have used fas-
cistgangs o attack demonstrations in the south and east, including
the buming down of theTrade Union House in Odessa where at
least 40 people died. Those who survived were amested, while
those who murdered people remain free.
Since then, the pro-EU and pro-Nato govemment has escalated
its attacks on the people iving in the south and east, using tanks
and bombs to try and defeat the resistance movement. Schools
and hospitals have been targeted in a civil war which has killed over
3,000 people. Any groups or individuals in the rest of Ukraine that
speak out against the war have been banned by pariiament, at-
tacked, ki and often tortured.
But despite the invasion by 50,000 Ukrainian amy troops, backed
up by fascist militias the rebel areas have held out. The rebels were
on the defensive but the tide fumed as the ammy tried to take the
big working class cifies of Donetsk and Luhansk. As protests against
the war and conscription spread across the country the Ukrainian
conscript ammy began to disintegrate. Desertions and mutinies
meant that the govemment was forced to rely on fanatical fascists
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who have commitied many atrocities in their occupation of East
Ukraine.
Faced with disaster, the Ukrainian govemment agreed to a fruce
amanged by Russia. Nevertheless fighting has continued.
The ceasefire will not be permanent as the capitalist Ukrainian
state will notallow the existence of such a radicalised and profitable
area under the control of popular miitas from the mines and fac-
tories of the Donbas. Despite all the westem thetoric about Rus-
sia's support for the rebels it is clear that Putin is trying to reach a
compromise with German, UK and US imperialism that would see
the working class of the East abandoned in retum fora
that Ukraine does notjoin Nato. Ifthe people of East Ukraine have
foacceptweapons from Pulin's Russia fo defend themselves then
they should, but they should organise to ensure that they are not
forced to become a tool of Russian imperialism. One thingis clear:
the USA, the EU and Russia all agree that they do not want a
powerful movement of armed workers who hate capitalists and
are wiling o take over their property.
The workers of East Ukraine need to make a common struggle
with those in the West. By appealing to the ordinary people who
are being conscripted, or whose family members are suffering
from the economic crisis they should organise for all working dlass
people to fight the fascists and kick out the govemment. The mi-
mwmlyofmrebelswﬂ]belhemnmvmyofalmahian
ers.

But the struggle is not limited to Ukraine as those in struggle say
themselves: “We, the residents of Donbas, fight against all mant-
festations of Nazism and Fascism. We fight with weapons in hand,
for our lives and the lives of our loved ones. We have nowhere to
retreat - this is our land! We appeal to you, the workers of the Eu-
ropean countries, asking for your help and solidarity: help us break
the stronghold of fascism in Ukraine. This will be our common vic-
m‘ry!ll

What can we do about it?

The war in Ukraine is the biggest war in Europe since WW2 -
yet the full homor has been almost completely ignored by the
British media. Worse, many so-called ‘socialist’ organisations
have abandoned the people of East Ukraine and denounced
them as ‘Russian fascists’ or ‘special forces'.

A campaign called Solidarity with Antifascist Resistance in
Ukraine has been founded to counter the lies of the capitalist
media and promote common struggle and solidarity between
antifascists and socialists of all countries.

The campaign is backed by the RMT, Britain's transport workers'
union. REVOLUTION backs this campaign because we think
this is a question of decisive importance in the intemational con-
fiict between rival imperialist states and alliances. We are on the
side of the working class of Ukraine which is fighting to defend
itself against a capitalist offensive supported by the EU, USA
and Nato.

*  Victory to the antifascist defenders of Donetsk &
Luhansk!

et
«  Fight for a united, socialist Ukraine 4
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stop it losing control over the country and

its oil. From the air, B52s are killing indis-
criminately and on the ground the USA's Shia
Muslim allies are carrying out ‘reprisals’ against
ISIS - in reality massacres of civilians.
Origins of the war
In 2003 the USA and a coalition of western na-
tions, launched a second invasion of Iraq. This
was sold on the lie that Saddam held weapons of
mass destruction and was intent on using them
against the west, of course none were ever
found. The imperialists were able to claim that
the invasion was successful as Saddam's forces
were defeated, he was executed and his state
collapsed. However the occupying forces de-
stroyed the state infrastructure and pursued a pol-
icy of divide and rule which saw the Sunni minority
lose its formerly privileged position. Radical Is-
lamic groups formed the basis of the legitimate
resistance to the occupation.
The western forces eventually left Iraq over the
coming decade, but they left a legacy of blood-
shed and a working class divided along sectarian
religious lines.
Regional politics were complicated by the occu-
pation. The USA's allies like Saudia Arabia and
the Guif States, run by Sunni dictatorships, fear
the power of Iran, a Shia state. As a counterbal-
ance to the growing power of the Shia in Iraq they
sponsored militant Sunni groups. This is the origin
of ISIS.

The USA has started bombing Iraq again to

SYRIA

Across the border in Syria in 2011 the first
protests began against the corrupt dictatorship of
Bashar al-Assad. The protesters were inspired by
similar revolts in Egypt and Libya, all part of the
‘Arab Spring'. However, after protesters were shot
the protests developed into a civil war. The oppo-
sition is a mixture of religious and secular groups.
Despite the use of chemical weapons and a more
technologically advanced state military, the rebels
have not been defeated. In areas under revolu-
tionary control, Local Coordinating Committees
were established to take over the functions of the
discredited former state apparatus.

Ira
IRAQ

From the beginning the revolution included small groups of
radical Islamist groups, backed by regional powers like
Turkey and Saudi Arabia, who oppose the Syrian regime be-
cause it is an ally of Iran.

The extremist Istamist forces, include the Al-Nusra Front (the
official Al-Qaeda affiliate) and ISIS.

ISIS intends to establish an ‘Islamic Caliphate’ under Sharia
law across Iraq and Syria. ISIS is the enemy of all progres-
sive and working class people. Areas under their rule witness
the suppression of democracy and attacks on the rights of
wormen, religious and ethnic minorities and LGBT people.
The secular and moderate Syrian revolutionaries went to
great effort to force SIS out of Syria last year, but their return
has been made possible by the fact that the Syrian govem-
ment is buying oil from ISIS in retum for a non-aggression
pact.

WHAT SOCIALISTS SAY

ISIS represent an ultra-conservative strand - that exists
within all religions - which uses Islamic scripture to justify
their violence (that scripture justifies the killing of apostates).
Muslim communities across the globe have spoken out
against SIS but the war against ‘barbaric’ ISIS to defend
Christian minorities, Yazidis etc. and prevent terrorism at
home, will inevitably produce racism and Islamophaobia.
We are against ISIS and its crimes, but we are also are
against imperialist wars that the west wage against third
world nations, destroying communities and economies and

keeping the people poor and thus exploitable all in order
to open new markets for capitalist business. When the
western armies marched into Iraq in 2003 they were fol-
lowed by business executives looking for new workers
to put in sweatshops, oilfields and factories.

We see no difference in the brutality of ISIS beheading
aid warkers and the brutality of the US siege of Fallujah
which sees children continue to be bomn with serious de-
formities due to the weaponised uranium that has poi-
soned the city.

A JUST WAR?

We oppose the new war in Iraq because it is a war by
an imperialist country whose direct objective is the con-
tinued subjugation of Iraq to westemn imperialism, Its in-
direct objectives are to secure the cooperation of the
Assad regime and to counter Russian imperialism's in-
fluence.

One clear consequence of western airstrikes and the in-
evitable civilian casualties, which have been denounced
as ineffective by Syrian revolutionaries, will be to in-
crease the anger of ordinary people against the west
and encourage them to tum to the radical “anti-imperi-
alist’ Islamist forces.

Instead we suppart the progressive struggle of the Kur-
dish forces fighting for self-determination and those
forces in Syria wha remain committed to the struggle for
democracy. These groups have a formidable enemy in
ISIS, but the USA and Nato are only posing as their
friends while they get them to do the fighting on the
ground.

The key to the defeat of ISIS and other anti-working
class, reactionary forces lies in the victory of the Syrian
revolution.

For this to happen it will be necessary for the Syrian rev-
olution to do two things:

1. accept weapons and aid from the imperialist countries
whilst maintaining their political independence, by dis-
tributing arms amongst the people and organizing work-
ers' democracy and control over society.

2. Recognizing the rights of the Kurds to a homeleand
of their own in northem Syria if they wish it, whilst ap-
pealing to them to remain part of a voluntary federation
to maximize their common resources. BY JOSH & KD




PRIDE: Lesbians, Gavs & the Great Miners’ Strike

ide is an entertaining,
powerful and all round en-

i places like the valleys of South

i bian activists have to overcome

< i Wales and Yorkshire. The police : homophobia in their attempt to
joyable film. It comes with i R”ZV i use this society wide discrimina- i support working class struggle.
a powerful lesson that any ob- i tion to persecute the LGBT i Hilarious scences occur
stacle and divisons can be over- ’ i community further. ! throughout as mining families
come by working class e ' ORV P have to step out of their comfort
solidarity. The true story is set in i Itisin these circumstances that i zone only to realise all the ru-
1984 and follows the group i Cinemaworkeryat : agroup of gay and lesbian ac- mours they have heard are not
Gays and Lesbians Supportthe : theRitzy inBrixton | tivists, many of them socialists, true (not all lesbians are vege-
Miners. i joined-aunionto : organise a support group for a tarians apparently!). The mining
. i fightforthelondon : mining community (picked at communities themselves are
The year is 1984, Thatcher rules : Living Wage: - i random from the phone book!). i changed forever as radical class
Britain, she has 12,000 police  : £8.80/howr. After sev- | They rightly see that the miners | struggle breaks down the barri-
mobilised at any one time to oc- ; eval strikesand ana~ | face police repression just like ers that capitalism tries to put up
cupy coalfields and try to break :  tionwide solidawrity : they do, that the miners are ; todivide and weaken the work-
the back of the miners’- Britain's ;| caunpaign, workery | hated by the Tories and the fas-  : ing class. At first those involved
best organised and most militant |  hawve settled for less : cists as much as they are, toput : feel they could not be more dif-
workers. Butthese arenotthe |  butwonabigin- | it simply they recognise thatthe : ferent and yet through practical
only people who suffer from the : crease: This showsthat : miners’fight is their fight and that | solidairty and the experience of
police. The LGBT community is i gettingorganised : the working class, black and i bitter struggle against the real,
heavily repressed too, homo- | andfightingback: { white, men and women, gay i common enemy they recognise
phobia is rampant and this un-  : works The bosseshave : and striaght are stronger to- : that class binds them t er
fortunately even permeatesto @ gotthemoney - ity  gether. i above all else and in each other
radicals like those fightingfor  :  owrwagesortheir i they can find powerful allies in
jobs and livelihoods in the iso- profity!  The film follows a tremendous | Struggle and caring friends for
lated mining communities in ! ransformation as gay and les- life. BY CHRIS
We believe sexugl fresdom can only arise
* * * with the total emancipazion of society
from &ll the economic and idsological
The Flg ht ﬂga inst Homo p|m|)|a T
it is only the working class as a wholsof

agbians, gay, bisexual and trans- i i y
der people face systematic churches. But there is & much smaller, Nlow can any woman e a lesbian? from this was deemed unnasural.

ppression In our society, with. more specific category of people who ul-

discrimination, haragsment, even,vi- timately are behind this system of big Cepitalism and the muclear family The categorisation of homosesual and hety
clenee, coming & them from every 0izy, the capitalist class. The struggle for It was only with the rise of Capitalism erogexual appearsd, and lsgal penslties
direction- the police and the courts, €3y liberation is & thress to them and and it family uni, that, the aystematic were imposed on gay men. A gay subeuk
gchool and work, in pubs and on the their whole rotten economic system.  oppression of gays and lesbians began. ture came into existence alongside capi-
gtreets. talism in Britain (the “mollies”). Famous
Lesbians and gey men are denied fair Now you're wondering what economics In the patriarchal family of the middle group trials of gays tock place in 1699,
treatment in housing allocation- “fam- has to do with gay and lesbian oppres- &ges, with a fathar ai the head of a 1701 and 1720 where the punishment, for
{liog come firat". We are dented cus SOD.REVOLUTION believes that it household made up of his brothers, being “abnormal” was hard labour in
tody of our children with leshian hasn't just got something to do with ¥, their wives, i.e. thawhole extended fam- prison or the death penalty.

mothers often having to fight in di- but that the economic system actually ily, the famnily was a unit of production 4 . )
voree courts t0 prove their “ade- gemerates this form of oppression. How? (peasents and farming). Under capital- Gays and lesblans fall outside the capitalist
quacy” to raise children. 1am, the family changad its form. With- “family’ and its reproductive needs. To
W'z often forced to hide our sexy: Contrary to popular myth, gay oppres- out land to work, the man wens out of maintain the family, it needs to be argued
ality in the workplace for fear of being 8ion hag not always existed. In anciert, the house to earn. & wagp working for a. for, ard alternatives, such a3 homosex-
fired, dsmoted, or the target, of ahuse, Greecs, for examle, male homosexual- boss, while the woman became reepon- ality, fought against and peliced (literally,
and we have no rights againt this 1ty was nob seen &s “unnatural” but ac- sible for raising children, ccoking, etc. a5 the pelice constantly harass gy cruis-
diserimination. The few businesses tually glorified by poets and in other words reproducing the next ersin parks or baths, alongside thewhols

all races, , genders, and sexualiti
schools, medis, and especially the “decant” women dor's haye sexualiy 8o labeled "nabural”. Arything that ifered gy bage o Intares, i and oan over
throw the system.

with equal oppertunity policies usu- philosophers and widely accepted generation of workers or looking after eet of discriminatory laws, such asageof @

ally don't extend them complately to taroughout society. There were no cate- I}er husband, and all free of charge for congent laws). So s nat Just ideas in the
us, much less count our partners as £ories, 1o hetero- versus homosexual. the capitalist. (Women actuslly often heads of baclkward individuals, ite wired
they would heterosexusl spouses. As Because of male dominance gay love had & job on top of their family duties, into tne system.

for violence, 8 recent study showed e Jooked upon as & higher form of love the double burden). :
that a third of gay men and & quarter than heterclove. While REVOLUTION accepte gays and les-
of leshians have experienced violence The capitaliste rely on the next genere: bians of all classes suffer discrimination,
in the last five years as a result of The middle ages saw the rige of Chrisii- tion being raised, but they don’s want we want to build a working class liberation
their sexuality. anity and & highly homophohic society, t0 pay for it- creches, child income sup- movement. Gays and lesbians from the
Think sbout it. Is 1 really too much but one where being gay or lesbian was port, the whole lot. So capitalism relies capitalist class are able to cushion many
to agk that peopls shotld be able to o different from any other “evil” and on the heterofamily with its sexual di- of the diseriminations they may face. For
live their lives as they want to? 80 didn’t receive special sancticns. Les- vigion of labour between man and example in housing or joos. They have no

Lot of peopls are bigoted, o this s bianism i fact was not beliaved 1o exier, woman, and this was then institution- iuterest in overthrowing capitalism de-
because the system promotes this since
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the Christian fathers argued thas alised as Heterolove and marriags was cause they have a steke in it

Eu o dIStrImInlilIG
ased on sexvalt

for the right fo fake any job, give
blood, marry, etc.

LGBT qumﬂnn in
SCNooIs

schools should provide open and
honest educafion on the issues that
LGBT peaple fuce, including sex
education and anti-homophobia

rganise pgainst
Ho?nop obit atfacks
The police are a deeply homopho-
bic institution. Many LGBT peaple
have no trust in them - we need fo
organise o defend ourselves




Dress codes in American high schools have hit the
news after the treatment of young women has come
under attack by students, teachers and parents.
15-year-old Miranda Larkin - a new student at Oak-
leaf, Florida - was told that her skirt was too short
and that she had to wear a neon-yellow t-shirt and
red trousers with the words “dress code violation”
emblazoned on them. She called her mum and left
the school rather than endure the humiliation of at-
tending lessons in what her mum termed the
“shame suit”. .

“This is harmful practice and it doesn't teach any-
thing,” Dianna Larkin told ABC News. “It doesn't
have any intrinsic educational value.”

Humiliating a young woman by forcing her to wear
a neon t-snirt Is a disgusting practice that must be
stopg)ed.

Students and parents forced the School Board of
Noble in Oklahoma to sack their new Superintend-
ent, Rhonda Barrett “Mamma Bear” Bass, for her
abusive treatment of young women. She addressed
an assembly on the question of dress code and
asked "Have y'all seen any skanks around this
school?" She later told a KFOR TV reporter that she
wanted the female students known as “classy lady
bears” rather than “skanks”.

Bass denied using the word “skanks” in assembly
but was sacked after a petition gained 800 signa-
tures. Before her dismissal, Bass posted the follow-
%3 message on the school website:

“Over the past few years, numerous parents, com-
munlctjy members, teachers, administrators, and
board members have expressed concern that the
culture of our high school students has become too
permissive with the dress code. While students will
always try to PUSh boundaries, many believe, in-
cluding myself and the high school administrators,
that the boundaries of what is proper attire for the
learning environment has been pushed to the point
it is disruptive to teaching and learning...”

The whole idea that women should dress more con-
servatively because otherwise we are "disruptive”
or “distracting” is inherently sexist. That a man Is dis-
tracted by a woman'’s attire is not her fault. Instead
the fault lies in how boys are socialised to view
women, o objectify them, and this needs to be ad-
dressed through education in schools about treating
women with respect and combatting the objectifi-
cation of women in media as well as everyday life.
There are enormous pressures on women - young

women in particular - to look attractive to their peers
and conform to media-fuelled standards of beauty.
This sexist treatment of women in wider society can-
not be fought without first addressing the issue of
sexism in schools. BY REBECCA

Equal Pay for Equal Work!
eack bosges who exploit women

Zero tolerance for Sexiem!
fight misogyny everywhere

——e—5ur bodieg - our choice!

free access to abortion on demand.

-
4 1
-
for contraception & sex ed. in all

feght sexism/ 4o Quon iglonge

“rlll"l‘ againet wormen

maggive invegtment in women's
refuges and women’s centreg.
R2VOLUTION
N yq Free childeare for all!
SAYY

—

E15 Mums take
direct action to
protest
howelessness

Eight young mothers and a group of protesters have occupied a
London housing estate that stands empty and is earmarked for
demolition.

Newham council has 14,000 people on its Council Housing wait-
ing list whilst 600 homes lie empty. The Council wants to demolish
the Carpenters Estate, which is occupied by the E15 campaign,
and sell the land off to private developers.

Councils across London are running the same sort of money-
making schemes. In one case, a council has moved thousands
of people out of an estate near Elephant and Castle so they can
demolish it and replace it with yuppie flats and a mere seventy-
nine council homes.

The E-15 occupation of the Carpenters Estate is an inspiration
and people in all situations - living in hostels, on friends’ sofas,
with their parents, or on the streets - could organise to follow their
example. BY REBECCA
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R&VO fION:
goeialist youth movement

The Independent on Sunday gottrightinan “exposé” of REV-
OLUTION's involvement in organising the protests on Intema-
tional Workers' Day(May 1)2001. They said:

"REVOLUTION wants to build a revolutionary socialist mass
movementand overthrow capitalism.’

Exactlyright We are opposed tocapitalism and the misery,alierr
ation, warand environmental destruction it creates.

Wefightall forms of discrimination and oppression, whether
ongrounds of sex, race, nationality or sexuality.

Capitalismisaglobal system sowe have tofightitglobally. We
wanttosmashthe artfidal bordersand divisions of nations and
movefowardtoagenuinelyglobal and united humanity with-
out prejudice, war and dlass division. We stand shoulder to
shoulder with our sisters and brothers in the colonised Third
World' struggling to break free from the shackles of the IMF,
\WIO and NATO,and with the working dassintheadvancedim-
perialist countries resisting the imposition of austerity which
aimsto make ordinary people pay the cost of a arsis we didn't
create.

Wie are socialists - we believe the only future for humanity lies
intheabolition of capitalism andits replacementwith an econ-
omy planned to meet the needs of the millions, not the mil-
lionaires. Butwe donotbelievethatthe capitalist elite will allow
theirwealth and privilege to be voted out of existence. We be-
lieveitwill take force totake the powerand propertyaway from
the few and redistribute it to the many - that means a revolu-
tion.

REVOLUTION wantsyoung people o partidpatein radical pok
ficsand organise themselves. Young peopleare ftenthe most
radical and willing to throw themselves into the front of the
stuggle for sodial change - the anti-war movement, the revo-
lutionary strugglesinthe Middle Eastand 150years of socialist
struggles prove that

We believeamass movement mustbe buittand based onthe
support of the majority of the people - the working dass. Itis
theworking dassthat producesallthe wealthinthis sodety.The
working dasshasnointerestin keeping capitalism going. Only
the working dass hasthe power, the interest and the tradition
of organisation to bring this rotten system crashing down.

The youth should take a lead in the movement thatwill shape
thefuture.

Theyouth are the future, the future belongs tothe youth -and
thefutureis socialism!

Ifyou agree, then join us

@sodalistrevolution.org/join




