EVOLUTIO

ISSUE 38 & 20p

PRAGUE CALLING

DESTROY THE IMF!

shut down the IMF meeting in Prague, Sept 23-26




Alter the fall of the Stalinist regime ten years ago, the
workers and vouth had massive illusions in “western
democracy”. This is a no longer the case. The intro-
duction of the markel cconomy, via IMF-scheduled
shock therapy, has resulted in:

- falling living standards for two-thirds of the peo-
ple,

* bankruptey of many industrial enterprises,

» almost destruction of collective agriculture, and

* growth of unemployment from zero to 9%.

When the conservative government led by Vaclav and factory closures.
klaus invited the IMF and World Bank to hold their
anniversary summil in Prague, their aim was Lo

demonstrate to the financial world the successes of

this central European convert Lo capitalism.

The IMF is now pushing for further "reforms™ cuts
in ecducation, health and social services, and enforce-
ment of bankruptey laws leading to mass sackings

The youth are most affected by these policies especial-
ly in the poor regions. They sufler the worst levels of
unemployment. What jobs there are tend 1o be badly-
paid, non-unionised - like the tourist industry - and

wilh terrible working condlitions, particularly for
young women in the large supermarkets like Tesco.

No surprisc that the hosses [ear protests. Special
measures in Prague include 1,000 cops, special
seeurity zones and free capacity in hospitals
reserved for summil guests. Schools have a week
holiday and school kids are encouraged 1o leave
Prague,

Revo is encouraging them Lo stay and get stuck in,
fighting for their future! We are trying to build the
biggest alliance possible against the IMF to combat
these lies. Already we have won the Czech
Communist Party (which has a lot of supporl among
the most militant workers) to call a demo on the
23rd. Revo is arguing for workers - and youth - to
support the protests on the 26th as well in order to
shut down the IM[!

. WORLD REVOLUTION IS
COMING TOGETHER AGAIN!
t  Revo groups from Sweden,
France, Germany, Austria, the
Czech Republic and Britain are
joining up for the September IMF
and World Bank Summit in
Prague to take on these loan
sharks, Seattle-style. Seattle
showed the world it is possible to
take on the unelected, unaccount-
able con artists of international
capital and shut down the dirty
deals happening behind closed doors.
The best thing about the Seattle protests last year wasn’t just
the shutting down of the bankers’ conference, good though
that was; it was the unity forged on the streets between trade
unionists and militant youth. As one steel worker said
when he heard about the cops dishing it out to a
young animal rights campaigner, “I don't

.

Destroy
the IMF and

know about you, but I'm going downtown to help those tur-
tles!” This was the ‘spirit of Seattle’.
It was repeated in July this year in Millau, France, where
100,000 trade unionists and socialists converged to support
10 farmers who were on trial for smashing up a McDonalds
building site. .
Now it’s our turn!
To make Prague into the sweet success that Seattle and
Millau were, we must get everyone we meet to Prague for
the whole week of activities. Starting with the massive
Czech workers demonstration on the 23rd of September, we
must be in there to agitate and win workers to support the
main action on the 26th. With the Czech workers on our side,
we can bring the whole country to a halt and shut down the
summit!
Prague will be buzzing with activity. There will be a week
long arts and music festival, and a counter-summit (the alter-
native to-the global capitalist agenda). It is THE place to
be! Get in touch and book your place!

World Bank!

Turn Prague
into
Seattle!
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Revo pays its respectsgo the
Queen Mum |

By Rosie in Croydon

Death in a 90 degree airtight lorry container. Those 58 people found in "E\fe’ry.' : paper
Dover paid the consequences of our racist immigration laws with their has printed souvenir pull-out specials to
lives. Before this tragedy on June 19th, the media’s attitude to refugees celebrate the Queen Mother's “glorious
entering “Great” Britain was hardcore. “Aggressive” beggars, “bogus” asy- Els} years". Why not Revo?
lum seekers and “unfit” mothers were highlighted by the media and govern- The Queen Mum is a gin sodden |dle
ment for the lack of funds and space in this country. Panic provoking tales parasite who has lived 100 years too
of “floods” of refugees threatening “our” job & housing security soon bred long. The only reason she’s been kept

the levels of racism needed to enforce new legislation. alive is to try and use her birthday 1o do

But what do strict immigration laws provide us with? a publicity paint job on the dysfunctional
Some argue that controls protect our rights as ‘British citizens’, ensuring fa:m;]y she has spawned — the Windsors |

thcse-.who.are allowed into the UK give more to the economy tt_lan they Bl The Queen Mum is glorified as a great
tak_e from it. But most refugees come here bec.aus.r—: the n?ultlnatlona] SSVE Snti-fascist who stood up to Hitler and the
talists have taken more out of foreign economies in the form of super-prof- Nazis, in the war and when Buckingham
its than they have given back in the form of decent wages, working condi- Palace was bombed said, "Now | can look
tions and environmental protection. Talk about double standards! the East End in the face."
No. The immigration laws do not benefit the working class and are in place Wrong and wrong again. She was part of
to protect and push forward ruling class interests. The ‘them’ and ‘us’ men- a sectlon of the British establishment
tality that immigration laws legitimise creates a punchbag for us to hit out [H3llels was desperate to appease |-|,“er
at when we should be blaming the problems of society on the real culprits. They wanted to share in his carve up of
Refugees are being used as a political scapegoat. Instead of the working Europe, not flght him over it. She was no
class venting their frustrations at the bosses and the exploitative system, the EleliR = S MESITelelale | WS (R IVET W SIS,
most powerless in society are victimised instead of the most powerful. off to Windsor Castle every night and
Housing shortages, benefit cuts, unemployment are signs of a failing sys-  FESRIEIM I RETY danger from the doo-
tem, not a direct effect of increased immigration. People ﬂeeing war, dlebugs Plty, because if she had been
oppression or economic crash are not the enemy. They are “us™: people  REIIeRIgR VRN 1 e ol §iTe @SRV ii=alsle
trying to survive in extreme circumstances. Indeed what lengths would you JelsEiEHe IS eT=Rol §ollyials 2 \ARoI=1 (=101 = 1ilo] W0
go to for the survival of your family? 58 dead in a lorry container NI CNl The Queen mum has remained a bitter,
for itself. twisted racist right to the end (please let
R‘ef}]gees .shoul.cl be defended, and any immi'gralion controls fought ggaipst. it be before her birthday). She adored
If big business is free to tray’el, leaving a trail of unemployment behind it , apartheid president PW Eothasuhen he
a person should be free to follow work wherever that work may be.

: : : : = 4 ; ; brutalfy repressed the black majority, and
More importantly refugees are created by circumstances. You may think a i P
war zone or a brutal dictatorship in Africa or the Middle East has nothing to to this day she stil hoDes that “black
do with us here in Britain — until you ask the question, who sold them the countries will leave the commonwealth.
weapons? The British arms industry, of course! But like all cowards, the  [SUCRUIIICINIR= SRRt ET 1 people
government which grants the export licences for weapons of mass destruc- EIfleE RS irTalo[-H el=TeTo] SRR~ ¢ ISR  E1T-THE (1
tion refuses to take responsibility for the consequences. Affluent western JREIte IO BT o I IR €1 gt sl o= 1 b

countries like Great Britain should be exposed for their role in creating be trusted”.
refugee situations. : Ironically, of course, the Royal Family is
The national demonstration called on the 24th June to defend asylum seek- [elyst IR Re et TS E 1T racist bunch

ers successfully brought 8,000 people on to the streets to make a stand of scroungers an inch. Revo says,
against racist legislation and victimisation. This type of action is essential FXSITRGE monarchy — for a workers
to ensure that all legislation has to face a battle when the government tries  FE=Yollo]foRgte]

to push it through parliament. Divide and rule only works if we accept the [l el (e sr o R L R o
divisions created. Racism, sexism, homophobia, etc. distracts our attention Jl[r&lor= R TR G 1 XN Te I B s I8 1=V Be)i
from the real division that exists between the classes. Exploitation of our  J{r=S8TVTslelTel f- W K T-\VAR-1 sYoTF] o B oY1 0 P-Ys [ (o)
labour unites us all across the world. We should use this unity to protect [l @{eIg=RVIsTeR

refugees and demand their rights. 58 dead is a reason to act. REVOLUTION 38 @ 3




THE IMF IS MUR

CAPITALISM TURNS DISEASE I

Picture this scenario: you live in a coun-
try facing an AIDS epidemic which is
killing millions of people. Modern
drugs could tackle the problem but
your country is being squeezed dry by
large multi-national corporations.

You could be imagining one of the
many African countries. The effects of
debt, over-priced drugs, cultural disbe-
lief, and crippling trade restrictions
have all lead to an AIDS epidemic.
AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome) is a virus believed to result
from being infected with HIV, which is
a sexually transmitted disease.
Although, as yet, there is no cure for
AIDS and nearly all who have it even-
tually die, the time between catching it
and actually dying can be drastically
stretched with modern drugs.

This is where the foul structure of capi-
talism comes in to play. Since western
drug companies ‘discovered’ the drugs,
they own the patents. Other companies
are not allowed to reproduce the drugs
at lower prices so as to be affordable to
poverty-stricken people. In effect the
capitalist drug companies are not only
profiting out of the AIDS epidemic, but
are putting profits before the lives of
people.

In the ‘civilised” western countries the
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percentage
of people
with AIDS is only 0.23%, but in third
world Botswana 35% are infected! This
cripples the economy two-fold. Firstly
the country spends more on medication
instead of essentials like food; secondly
seriously ill people can't work and
therefore the economy suffers. It is
vicious cycle: ill, can’t work fi can’t
work, no money fi no money, can’t buy
drugs fi can’t buy drugs even more ill ».
Without modern drugs the life
expectancy of a sufferer of HIV is about
10 years of gradual weakening. But with
even the least expensive drugs the tired-
ness and pain can be taken away and
people can live for an extra 30 years.

On top of this it is often the case that
the culture and traditions of a particu-
lar society leads to a denial of the actual
problem. President Thabo Mbeki of
South Africa has said that it was not
HIV but poverty that caused AIDS. This
in a way is true, since if people were
richer, they might be able to afford sani-
tation, clean water and treatments.

But AIDS is often thought of as a "gay
disease". Since sexuality is still a taboo
subject in many African countries, AIDS
is often pushed under the carpet along-
side homosexuality: "We're not gay,
therefore we don’t have AIDS." This can

NTO EPIDEMIC

" by education,

2 only be resolved

which in turn
costs money.

Free contraception
would enable peo-
ple to practice safe
sex. But among
the most powerful
organisations is
the church — cam-
paigns like Jubilee
2000 are founded on Christian beliefs.
Yet the Church is vehemently against
contraception and sex education. It is
implied that people should just not
have sex full stop, which people are
never going to do.

The AIDS epidemic comes as a result ¢
the exploitation of the third world by
western capitalists and multinational
companies who overprice their drugs.
is also a result of poor educational faci
ities and a culture of disbelief. The
church, with its homophaobic anti-sex
claptrap, should have no role in educa
tion, which would open the way to
comprehensive material teaching of thi
facts. Finally unless the debt is
dropped, then the killing will continue
The AIDS epidemic is not a "natural”
disaster; it is a capitalist disaster. Whic
means one good thing — we can stop it




ZIMIBABWE

DERING AFRICA

WORKERS DEFY MIUGABES THUGS

The Movement for Democratic Change
(MDC) can be proud of the 57 seats
won during Zimbabwe's election in
June in the face of massive intimida-
tion. 32 of its most prominent candi-
dates and supporters were murdered
and hundreds of workers and peasants
beaten by ruling party Zanu-PF thugs.
The MDC managed to persuade thou-
sands of workers to vote against
Mugabe, the man that has ruled for the
past twenty years through viclence and
greed and whose regime has brought
50% unemployment and 60% inflation.

The trade unionist roots of the MDC are
key in explaining its success, especially
in Harare and Bulawayo, Zimbabwe's
two biggest cities, where MDC candi-
dates swept up all 27 seats. The
Zimbabwean working class had already
shown courage and determinaticn last
year, during three successful strikes led
by the Zimbabwean TUC against price
hikes. Workers had to fight the brutal
police, armed with the latest weapons
from Britain — which condemned the
Zanu-PF violence as soon as white
farmers were targeted, but refused to
stop selling Mugabe weapons a year

ago when black Africans were the only
victims.

Contrary to the success in the cities,

the MDC lost the election in rural areas.

Here Zanu-PF won by promising an
end to the ‘white colonial power’. In
rural areas the issues are different from
those of inflation and unemployment.

4,400 white farmers own the 11 million
hectares of fertile land while one million
Zimbabwean farmers are forced to

share 16 million hectares of the most
drought prone land. For the last 20
years Zanu-PF has done nothing about
this apart from resettling a few politi-
cians and close friends of the presi-
dent.

Mugabe is not interested in the land-

less farmers. He did not suddenly wake
up and think, ‘What an injustice, let's
kick them out’. He simply did it in view
of the elections. This plan allowed
Mugabe to split the population, by tar-
geting and isolating the rural areas
whilst terrorising the opposition mem-
bers in order to get the rural vote.

Unfortunately, the MDC has a political
programme based on the needs of the
white commercial (i.e. capitalist) farm-
ers, the IMF and the World Bank, rathel
than the needs of the poor peasants. In
fact, rich white farmers — who never lift-
ed a finger for the black population for
a hundred years and still treat their
workers like second class citizens —
hijacked the new trade union party in
the rural areas. Similarly, the IMF and
the World Bank will demand lower
wages, more job cuts and worse health
and education services.

No, if the MDC is to become a real
party of the workers and poor peas-
ants, it should support a land revolution
and link it to a fight in the cities against
all cuts, whether imposed by the IMF or
Zanu-PF,
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WILL THE WORKERS RISE AGAIN?

By Tomin
Sheffield

Report on the Peugeot strike
in Coventry

Alter nearly 10 months wrangling over new
working hours, Peugeot workers in Coventry

are ready to take strike action.

Shocked bosses and union leaders are bracing

" e

themselves after workers rejected Peugeot's v
plan to alter shift PaligIns nreaning they would
spend even less time with Ui families. The
bosses” scheme is a slap in the [ to Workers
who produce the 206 model. Jackie Cole, the
wile o a worker at the Ryton plant said her
husband took the weekend shift to help laok
alter the couple’s three children while she
works. She said, “They say they are reducing
hours but he would be working four days

6 © REVOLUTION 38

ich is an extra day. They don't give recogni-
lion to people who have been there a long time
and have built it up to what it is. They do near-
ly 12 hour shifts and don’t get a decent break
and my husband comes home and is nearly
dead.”

Bespite the betrayal of trade union leaders who
backed the bosses’ plans, the Peugeot workers
have voted for one day strike action on July 27
and July 30 hefore an indelinite stoppage [rom
Augusl 21,

‘The situation al the Ryton plant highlights the
crisis rocking the car industry in Britain after
the Rover sell-ofT and the planned closure of
Ford Dagenham. Workers who have slogged
their guts out to [ill the pockets of fat cat cor-
porate execulives are now sacriliced in the

squeeze to make even more profit. Ryton is the
only car factory in Europe to aperate 7 days a
week and the new unsociable shift patterns
mean they will have even less time away from
the plant.

Revo sends its support to the Peugeot workers
in their struggle for decent hours. Occupy the
factory. Force the trade union burcaucrats Lo
back your actions.

At the time of writing these union leaders have
called for a second ballol on strike action
despite the clear majority vote. We urge
Peugeol workers Lo reject any management or
union ploys to sell out their fight. As one work-
er said, "We seem to be giving up an awlul lot
and they seem to be giving up very little.
Enough is enough!”



Never mind the
bollocks, here’s
Glastonbury

ORLD
REVOLUTION

http://destroyimf.org/reve

...0risitjust a
pile of bollocks?

by Ayesha in Lewisham
Despite a promising start, the ‘Glastonbury experience’ took a nosedive.
Apart from having my dope stolen from someone posing as a security
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guard, me and my group of friends had our tents raided (while we were 75011 PARIS

still in them!) the first night. So much for festival spirit! But what the hell,

shit happens, we were unlucky...But then so were thousands of other festi- [REVO in AUSTRIA
val goers: there was a massive crime wave and 10,000 people reported ??jgavf]?eﬁ&’
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tent crimes! We happened to be unlucky the second night as the bastards
who raided our tents the night before ransacked my tent again. But the
third night was the worst, as the same group of men came into our tent
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enclosure to threaten violence, as well as shouting sexist and racist abuse.

There was something quite different in the air about this year’s festival. Everything

that happened to us goes against the anti-racist and anti-institutionalist atti-
tude that Glastonbury was set up around, i.e. the festival originally being

non-profit.
Has Glastonbury lost it’s political edge as the definitive festival of anti-cap- £

italistic youth culture? Sure, the profit that Michael Eavis would make
goes to Greenpeace, which is all very honourable, but that doesn’t stop %
Glastonbury being a money machine churning over thousands of pounds to the
organisers, sponsors and least of all bands, which ultimately reflects the price of
the ticket. Also the massive presence of corporation labels (i.e. the ‘Orange’
tent, and the ‘Virgin’ chill out room) obliterates the inception of Glastonbury
being an anti-establishment festivaland, a forum for people promoting alterna-
tive lifestyles. It is a typical case of youth culture being bought, packaged and
sold back to the youth.

1 still can’t help feeling that Glastonbury has lost it’s momentum. While it’s good
to attract alarger number of people from all different backgrounds, it has lost
itself in trying to accommodate the needs of the organisers who maximise on
profit at the expense of the festival. Basically the festival has widened it’s scale,
but hasn’t widened it’s socio-political agenda.

The price of the tickets certainly doesn’t reflect what a working class person can
afford, pushing a lot of festival goers to climb the fence, leaving us vulnerable to
being exploited by the security guards. Yet the people who have paid to get in
are offered pathetic security in return for their money, as tent crimes were rife
in every camping field.

Glastonbury needs to go back to it’s roots and become a festival for the people and
not for the capitalists. No wonder this thing called festival spirit is struggling hard

to survive.

sthe g bmwnw world
wi e anti- Lapxtahx.t moveme

 socialists, anarchists and just
- ordinary mdzvrduaih ha

COMING SOON
TO A GALAXY

REVOLUTION means:
a revolutionary youth organisation
that uniies all those opposed to capitalism
and the misery, alienation,war and environ-
mental destruction it creates .

fighting the oppression the racism,
sexism and homophobia that the system pro-
duces

ending the rule of the bosses their
corporations banks and states, organising
ourselves to fight back and overthrow their
domination of society

internationalism not nationalism
Solidarity with workers & youth around the
world, & liberating the Third World!

direct action is the way to win our strug-
gles and reclaim our organisations- trade
unions, student unions- from the bureaucrats

i e e ol e

[ want to subscribe for a year (£2) g
T want to join I
[ No thanks I'm going to be a stockbroker I

Bddress; o o o

e

Send it in: REVO, BCM 7750,
London WCIN 3XX

4 or Email:

1 REVO@workerspower.com
or visit our website:

L WwWwW. workerspower com/revo
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I thmk we ahnuld ﬁght o give the whole movement a 1
 tionary lead between now and September. Unfortunately, 1wi
- not be able to be thexe but 1 beheve ihl‘» isa umque opportumty ir

world has ever seen
son how the poisonous raci

- Turn Prague nto Seattle.

winch is pushed b\ the pohtlcsan-. and the press can ‘;hape peo-
ples opinions. But 1 have also seen that when challenged these
same people are prepared to listen to reasoned arguments and
explanations becaube they have a deep underlvmq distrust of
those in power,

The 1ew el of suppm tI've rece:ved h‘om f[‘lt‘ndb, commmusts,

- Kuldip

~ Revolutionary Gremnga,

PS5 Wite to me: Kuidlp Ba;u a, DN 7230, HMP H1ghp01nt
‘%tradlﬁhali Nes«ramrl\et Suffolk CBE» oYG
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When the government announced a
radical change in British licensing
laws to 24hr opening by next year, it
was music to my ears. At last, the
archaic practice of throwing everyone
out onto the streets at 11pm will be a
thing of the past.

Europe has always had this policy
and all the figures show they have less
problems with binge
drinking and anti-social
drunkenness. The present
system sets its self up for
these problems. Firstly,
you rush in the pints as the clock ticks
towards closing time, rather than relax
and chat until you fancy rolling home.
Secondly, if you throw everyone out
onto the streets pissed at the same
time there is always the likelihood
that tensions may break out, especial-
ly when public transport is so shit so
you have to wait around for hours to
get home.

The present licensing laws are a hang-
over from the First World War when
the bosses required that munitions
workers get back to the factories in
the afternoon. So does this mean that
New Labour doesn’t feel the need to
police our social lives anymore?

It seems not. Alongside the relaxation
of drinking laws comes a barrage of
repressive measures designed to tar-
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get young peoples’ right to socialise.
The latest Home Office figures show
that there has been a 15% increase in
violent crime in the last year and Jack
Straw is arguing that drunken and
‘yobbish” behaviour is reason for this
increase. They are proposing:

* The introduction of a ‘proof of age’
ID scheme

* A clamp down on underage drinking

Fancy a drink?

*Police powers to close down ‘rowdy
pubs’.

*Forging tighter relationships
between hospitals’ accident depart-
ments and the police.

This legislation is not about tackling
anti-social crime or about helping
young people who find themselves ‘in
a state” on Saturday night. It's about
increasing state surveillance of young
people and criminalising them.

However that doesn’t mean that we
shouldn’t recognise that there is a
problem with alcohol misuse amongst
young people. UK teenagers come at
the top of international league for
binge drinking, drunkenness
and alcohol related problems.
But if young people think  §

and
.

erance in areas like crime. The spin that it has been given
mplies that it being put in place to stop football hooligans
from rioting in other countries. However, with the rise in anti-
capitalist sentiments and the internationalist theme of these
demonstrations, the looseness of the legislation could easily
| make it applicable to people intending to join foreign demon-
strations. The proposed legislation would give police the
power to confiscate people passports on the suspicion that
hey may intend to cause disruption else where in the world,
|and the power to detail people without seeking a banning
|order. Although Mr Straw had to dilute the bill to get it
{through parliament, the governmentis intent to restrict peo-
ples civil rights was still there. This sort of legislation would
make it possible for the police to stop demonstrators from
travelling to Prague in September
to stop the IMF meeting.

that they are likely to be arrested if
they turn up to Accident and
Emergency (A&E) then they won't
turn up. The possible implications are
obvious.

The solution to drunkenness and anti-
social behaviour is not to give more
powers to the police but to fight for
progressive education and health
information so that young people are
informed about the consequences of
drinking alcohol. We need the support
of the community, not a criminal
record. That is why we should
demand that nurses and
doctors refuse to co-oper-
ate with police surveil-
lance of young people
admitted to A&E

The introduction of more relaxed
licensing laws may go some way to
undermining the violence that breaks
out at closing time, but in reality this
violence has more to do with the frus-
tration and alienation that so many of
us feel. Unemployment, poverty, bore-
dom - these are the things that breed
anti-social behaviour. The more con-
trol we have over our lives, the less
likely we are to take out our frustra-
tion through the bottle. And part of
that control means dealing with anti-
social behaviour ourselves collectively,
not handing the power of persecution
over to the police.

by Kirstie in Battersea

& [Euan Blair has a go!

by Danny in West Ham




