Detroit WPA Workers’

Situation Desperate

DETROIT, March 12.—32,000 workers on the Detroit and Wayne County WPA rolls
are wondering what they are going to do about the new Spring
National WPA Commissioner,
nounced that beginning next month 700,000 WPA workers would get the axe throughout
Detroit’s share would be between 10-12,000.

The prospects of these workers getting into private industry are worse than six
months ago, and then they were plenty bad. The CIO in its publication, Economic Outlook,
‘announced that there were 11,936,000 unemployed

Harrington,

the country.

over its figures for December.

Locally here in Detroit, the
auto industry has been going
along without the usual Feb-
ruary-March lay-offs, and pro-

duction now is way ahead of what
it was last year at this same
time. All this means to an un-
employed worker, however, is that
the lay-offs in the shop are not
taking place now on such a large
scale as in previous years. But
this does not mean that the plants
are hiring any new employees.
THE AUTO manufacturers may
call this absence of a pre-
Spring drop a “sign of prosper-
ity,” “a good sign for the future,”
but for the unemployed here in
Detroit it means: NO JOBS.

In spite of these conditions in
industry (and we do not mention
the usual Summer lay-offs for
ALL auto workers), the WPA ad-
ministration is going ahead with
preparing the machinery for the
mass lay-offs. Projects are being
prepared to work with skeleton
crews until such consolidation as
these lay-offs make necessary
takes place. Under the old set-
up each project employed several
time clerks, several account clerks
and one full time timekeeper.

OW ALL these

" being abolished, and one full
time clerk will do the work of
all these men, in addition to be-
ing responsible for tools, progress
costs, cost records, etc. Cuts
among the top administration staff
are taking place.

positions are

A R
step uf the program will mean
the elimination of supervisors and
foremen. The project would then
be run by a full time clerk and
two P (foremen) men, who would
also go on full time.

Unfortunately, the WPA work-
ers as a whole are pretty much
resigned to receiving the blow.
And they can hardly be blamed
for this attitude. No organiza-
tion and no leadership has come
forward with a program that of-
fers even a ray of hope out of
the darkness.

The policy of the WPA unions
here, the UAW-CIO WPA auxili-
ary, the CIO white collar auxiliary,
and the Workers Alliance (what
remains of it),—well, it is better
not to talk about it, unless you
want some WPA worker to throw
a pick or shovel at you on the
job. Nothing but defeats and
reversals for the past three years.
DEI‘EA’I‘ ITSELF is not such

bad medicine to take, because
even a strong organization with
the correct policy can meet defeat.
But what rubs so hard is the
fact that these unions’ leaderships
have done almost EVERYTHING
to prevent possible victories.

It can all be summed up in a
few words: For three years
George Edwards, Richard Leonard,
R, J. Thomas and the rest in-
volved in the WPA situation have
told us WPA workers: vote for
Murphy, vote for Roosevelt, vote
for Jeffries, and so on. Well,
many WPA workers did just this,
and look what the results have
been!

About a year ago when Murphy
was running for re-election for
Governor, Edwards and the rest
issued the slogan: Vote the New
Deal in Michigan and you will get
76¢ an hour for 120 hours or $90
a month. Today we get 44c an
hour for 130 hours of labor or
$57.20 a month, while in 1938 we
were getting 60c an hour for 100
hours. They said: Vote the New
Deal in Michigan and the WPA
rolls will be increased. At that
time there were about 60,000 on
WPA in Detroit and Wayne Coun-
ty. Today it is just half, and

Continued on Page Two

The statement also reported that January saw a drop
in industrial productxon of 7 percent from the December level and estimated a probable
drop of 15 percent in the February index and 1'7 percent in March.

Do SharecroppersNeed Guns’
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HICAGO, March 14.—At a Sharecroppers Mass meeting in Chicago

last night the Reverend Howard Kester, member of the Executive
Board of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union spoke. The meeting
was under the auspices of the Chicago Sharecroppers’ Committee, whose
chairman is Maynard Krueger, university professor and member of the
Socialist Party.

Kester told what the STFU is trying to do: to organize one
third of the South’s population, 10,000,000 landless Joad families who,
unlike the Joads in The Grapes of Wrath, did not go to California,
but stayed put unable to migrate anywhere. Landless farmers, they
till the soil as tenant farmers, sharecroppers, or as migratory workers.
Work is seasonal, averaging seven months a year; 12 hours a day.
Wages are below the starvation level.

The landlord keeps the books, controls earnings; controls the
courts and schools; and rules the country with an iron hand. Most
of the sharecroppers have never known what it is to vote, or par-
ticipate in government. The Gallup poll never reaches them.

In 1933, Kester pointed out, the United States government began
its program of reduction of cotton planting—plowing under. As a re-
sult hundreds of thousands of tenant farmers were driven off the land.

17 of them, in Arkansas, formed the STFU, to “legally and democ-
ratically defend our rights,” declared Kester. Their motto is: “The
same thing that holds the black man down, holds the white man.” And
they have achieved unity of action of the negro and white sharecrop-
pers. Now the STFU has 40,000 members.

The Union was built against overwhelming odds: Ku Klux Klan,
gunmen who pulled union speakers off speakers’ stand, and shot others,
machine gun attacks, tarring and feathermg and ax handle brigades.
THE UNION has a Refugee Local in Memphis Tennesee for members

who have been forc1b1y driven out of the South. “Herbert Hoover,”
“onght to raise ‘mone for the refugees from the

" gu—— . o

“Landless-ness is the cause of the misery of the Southern country,”
declared Kester. These people “love the land, were driven from it.
These men will never be satisfied till the land is restored to them.”
THE OLD TESTAMENT, preached Reverend Kester, “said the land

is the common heritage of the people.” ’

98% of the agreements entered into by landlords and sharecroppers
are verbal as to working conditions, wages, hours, and union rights.
“This,” stated Kester, “must be done away with. We must have a
written contract between landlord and sharecropper.”

Many sharecroppers who raise food crops, suffer “from pellagra
which comes from not having the right kind of food.”

The STFU demands better education for children.
year in the South is four to five months.”

“Civil liberties must be observed.... Lynching must be erased from
the land,” Kester continued. A struggle must be waged against the
landlords’ practice of forcmg' ‘women and children to work at gunpoint,”
for a few cents an hour, and sometimes only for meals. “In the last
few years three landlords in the South have been convicted by Federal
Courts,” Kester reported, “for keeping human beings in a condition
af chattel slavery.”

The struggle against these evils “makes the STFU more than justa
Union. It is a movement for Social Emancipation....”

THE STFU has tried to arouse city governments and civic leaders to
an appreciation of the conditions of the sharecroppers. “There has
not been a single lynching,” Kester said, “in the territory where the
STFU has organized.” The STFU represents not only its 40,000
members, “but the hopes of the hundreds of thousands of sharecroppers.”
These millions ask: “When are you coming to us”?
“When the white sharecroppers and the black sharecroppers raise
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N MARCH 16, Mr. President, you spoke on an international broad-

cast under the auspices of the Christian Foreign Service Convoca-
tion. The world was full of rumors what the papers call a “peace
offensive.” Sumner Welles, your fact-finding emissary as the papers
call him, was in Rome. He had talks with the King of Italy and
Foreign Minister Ciano. On the 18th Welles saw the Pope. On Mon-
day Hitler and Mussolini conferred at thte Brenner Pass. Wednes-
day Welles left for the United States to report to you.

On leaving Welles made a statement in which he said:

In order to allay the flood of rumors about my mission

I wish to state categorically that I have not received any

peace plan or proposals from any belligerent or from any other

government; that I have not conveyed any such proposals

to any belligerent nor to any other government; nor am I

bringing back to the President any such proposals.

UT WELLES did not say that he did not know about any such

proposals which some governments were making to belligerents
or non-belligerents. It seems to be a fact that such proposals were
peddled in various chancelleries since even their contents were reported
in the press. Welles’ statement is therefore not convincing. It does
not cover the entire question.

*We think, Mr. President, that he knows of such proposals since he
went to Europe especially, you said, to discover the possibilities for
lasting peace, and he saw and consulted with the heads of the Italian,
German, French and British governments and the Pope.

And we think that he reported the contents to you. And that
you were stating your position on them -when you broadcasted.

Today we seek a moral basig for peace.... It cannot be

a lasting peace if the fruit of it is oppression, or starvation,

or cruelty, or human life dominated by armed camps....
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. selves. daily rather than die slowly of starvation.

their mighty hands,” Kestr~ ~luded, “they will be free ?
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We take that to mean that you had advance information about
the meeting of Hitler and Mussolini—the papers said that all diplomats
were caught by surprise by the announcement of that conference ex-
cept the Americans—that you had information about the subject
matter they were going to discuss there; that you didn’t like it; and
that you took the occasion of this broadcast to tell them in a dlplo-
matic way not to count on your support. At the same time you took
the opportunity to proclaim what we might call the ideals of peace.
YOU KNEW that your speech would reassure Britain. And, indeed,

in London they promptly declared themselves in accord with your
ideas on peace.

This fact alone would cause us to say that your attachment to
the ideals you proclaimed in your broadcast is not convincing. In
London they are not only busy scheming to starve the German nation
into submission and teach them a lesson, but they are also very busy
scheming to defeat the struggle of 375,000,000 Indian colonials to
throw off the yoke of British oppression. Incidentally in India starv-
ation is chronic under British rule on a grandiose scale although the
country is fabulously wealthy.

However we have other reasons for saying that your idealism is
not convincing. It would be a comforting thing to think that the head
of the most powerful government in the richest country in the world
was a man who stool four square against starvation and oppression.
WE WOULD like to believe that that is what you stand for. But

we cannot. Facts are facts. The record speaks against you.

Surely as President you know that people are starving to death
in the United States. You must know that men and women kill them-
Yet you recommend-
ed a cut of half a billion dollars in the relief appropriation for the
coming fiscal year. And only the other day your man, Colonel Har-

Continued on Page Three

Oust Gunmen from Clerks’ Union!

HICAGO, MARCH 18. — Max Caldwell, International organizer, his
brother, Michael Pollack, recording secretary of Local 1248, grocery
employees’ union, and three other officials of the Retail Clerks Inter-
national Protective Association, A F of L, were arrested in Chicago
March 18. Mrs. Mae Gleich, president of the Demonstrators’ Union
Local 22260, AF of L. and two other members, charged the entire local
officialdom of the RCIPA with intimidation and physical violence. Judge
William V. Daly in Racket court, March 14, continued until March 29
the hearing on the charges.
N February 18, Local 1248 was dropped from the Chicago Federa-
tion of Labor after Mrs. Gleich had preferred charges to John
Fitzpatrick, President of the CF of L, that Caldwell and other union
leaders had conducted a campaign of intimidation and terrorism against
members of the Demonstrators’ Union, in an attempt to smash the
Demonstrators’ Union, and bring their members into Local 1248. As
yet no action has been taken to drop Caldwell and his gunmen from the

national A F of L. Caldwell has one other local, a very small one.

Why was Caldwell, a notorious gangster, selected as head of the
RCIPA in Chicago? And why is he thrown out now? To answer there
questions it is necessary to go back to the fall of 1937.

AT THAT time John Fitzpatrick was involved in a fight with the

progressive unionists in the C F of L. The CIO movement was
making itself felt in the Chicago labor movement. And the suspension
of several of the big local unions was seriously undermining the finan-
cial structure of the CF of L. Fitzpatrick, needing a new financial
base and recognizing that the RCIPA had a very large potential mem-
mership in Chicago had to make sure that it would be under his control.

CONFERENCES were held by John Fitzpatrick, Charles Wills, editor
of Federation News, official organ of the C F of L, C. C. Coulter,

Secretary of the RCIPA, and Captain Daniel Gilbert, Chlef 1nvest1gator
Continued on Page Two
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WPA

(Cont. from page 1)

next month it will be about one-
third of this 60,000.

RANK MURPHY was defeated,

but today he is on the Supreme
Court at $20,000 a year. George
Edwards, who while head of the
UAW-CIO WPA department here
in Detroit, praised Murphy, Roos-
evelt, and the “other democratic
leaders,” and blasted the “reaction-
aries,” was recently appointed to
the Detroit Housing Commission
at $6,000 a year. But we WPA
workers are sloshing in mud up to
our ankles at $686.40 a year,
worrying about the new lay-offs,
which won’t be for 30 days, but
for good. :

How can we depend on these
leaders with their policy of col-
laborating with capitalist politi-
cians and the capitalist govern-
ment? Are not the results plain
to everybody?

Even now, in spite of all the
defeats, the union leaders still
continue this game of capitalist
policies. A leaflet is issued by
the UAW-CIO WPA department
rallying the workers to a protest
meeting. The leaflet says: Write
your Congressman and let him
know of your need. Hell’s bells,
the Congressmen already know our
needs, but knowing that the pro-
test will not go beyond a postal
card, they are going ahead with
the cuts “in the interests of na-
tional economy.”

E ATTENDED that meeting
last month, February 18.
Seated on the same platform
with union representatives were
all the bigger and lesser lights
from the state and local WPA
administration. Abner Larned,
state administrator, Max Barton,
former Detroit head, Max Moody,
Nellei Schlee of local officialdom,
all-of these have in the past made
life miserable for more than one
WPA worker, by their lousy red-
tape methods, their run-arounds,
their downward classifications, and
s0 on. More than one worker’s
stomach turned over at the sight
. pulig bk

Continued from Page One
for State’s Attorney Courtney, at all meetings where this duestion
was discussed. Coulter appointed Caldwell. .
He has since declared that the appointment was made with
Gilbert’s approval. In reply Gilbert states
When 1 learned Caldwell was connected with the local, I pro-
tested to the Chicago Federation, the A F of L, and Coulter that
I regarded Caldwell as a racketeer.—Chicago Tribune, March 9.
ITHER Coulter or Gilbert is lying. The truth is that both are re-
sponsible for imposing this notorious racketeer on Chicago retail
clerks, and both are equally vigorous in their attempts to evade re-
sponsibility.

Wills, an important figure in the Chicago labor movement is
Caldwell’s father-in-law. He can hardly take the position that he had
nothing to do with Caldwell’s selection. Wills was angling for a job
for his son-in-law and this looked like a good thing.

What qualifications did Caldwell have for his responsible post?
He was a local racketeer who had been organizer of the Chicago
Waiters’ Alliance at the Chicago Worlds’ Fair in 1933-34. In the clos-
ing weeks of the fair Caldwell attempted to collect three months’
dues in advance. This racketeering effort was suppressed by the police.

On July 31, 1934, Caldwell was indicted on a charge of conspiracy
to extort $10,000 from owners of the French Casino, a cabaret. The
cabaret owners said Caldwell called a strike and then demanded $10,-
000 to call it off. Caldwell was acquitted of the charge.

On August 21, 1934, Caldwell was questioned by the State’s At-
torney’s office concerning the bombing of the Edgewater Beach Hotel
where a strike of the Chicago Waiters’ Alliance was then in progress.

Caldwell was again acquitted.

In 1935 Caldwell attempted to organize tavern hostesses and enter-

tainers.

Girls complained they were told by unknown persons: “Legs

don’t look so pretty when they’re broken.”
In 1936 Caldwell opened a tavern at 2052 North Halsted Street.
He was denied a license because his tavern had become a hangout for

hoodlums.

ITZPATRICK is noted for his motto, “Organizers and officials must
come off the job,” i.e., must have had actual job experience On

Cromwell Fears Revolution

AMER H. R. CROMWELIL, American minister to Canada, in a speech

on March 19 in Canada stated: “the life, liberty and the very safety”
of neutrals is at stake if German wins the war:

He asked:

“Did the Austrians,

Czecho-Slovakians or the Poles

have a voice in the determination of their present form of government?”

Cromwell says England and
France are fighting for “demo-
cracy.” But what about India?
Ireland ? Palestine? All of Africa?

Every one knows that England
is a bigger rival to American im-
perialism than Germany. Many
wonder why the U.S. government
supports England in this war.

Cromwell answers:

“How easy it is to shut one’s
eyes and thus seek to avoid the
horrid sight of the bloody and
seething world revolution which
thr- "~»s to overwhelm us all.”

Lol i ik Coramyall

“"“1He speeches? Practically all
the speakers tried their best in
suggesting ways to make the
capitalist profit system work, but

they failed, and failed miserably.

Hugh Gibson, State CIO Secretary,
advocated that the national income
should be divided more evenly
among the workers to furnish
more purchasing power for the
masses. Fine, we are for it!
But who will do it? The capital-
ist government which is now
prepared to lay off 700,000 work-
ers?

J. THOMAS, UAW-CIO pre-

° cident, made ‘it clear in his
speech that he had never been a
radical, and had voted Democratic
Party every time but once. What
in heaven’s name does that solve
except to keep Thomas on the
“safe” list when this country
enters war?  Finally, Thomas
said: “Go out and organize.” But
for what purpose? To vote Roos-
evelt for a third term or to lead
militant demonstrations against the
Roosevelt administration which is
the Roosevelt administration which
is starving the unemployed, and
preparing a soldier’s grave for
those who survive the WPA low
wages? .

It is no wonder that WPA
workers are so hard to organize
into unions these days. They have
been led wrong so many times by
this type of leadership with their
policy of capitalist ecollaboration,
that they refuse to bite again.

HAT IS NEEDED? A union,

yes, a strong union, one which
can rally masses of workers. But
more than that: A correct leader-
ship and policy. Just what does
this mean? Every WPA workers
asks this question and he has the
right to know.

A correct lead-rship is one that
is willing to carry out these pol-
icies: Refusal to collaborate with
any capitalist politician, refusal
to ask any WPA worker to vote
for this or that politician in the
hopes of getting anything. In-
stead this leadership would tell
the WPA workers:

Organize to fight these capitai-
ist politicians and the entire
capitalist government set up. Be

figures, will save the Tcapitalist )

“Boy” to work.

world from ‘“bloody and seething
world revolution.”

“Golden Boy” Cromwell is mar-
ried to Doris Duke ($50,000,000)
richest girl in the world. They
own a $1,000,000 Hawaiian home.

Cromwell will not do the actual
drilling, starving-—and FIGHTING.
He is sending millions of workers
to a “bloody” death to defend the
profits of his class.

When the American workers
make their revolution, they will
not kick Cromwell the hell out
of the country. They w'll no kill
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Oust Gunmen From

the basis of Caldwell’s outstanding record, Fitzpatrick, Coulter, Wills
and Gilbert selected Caldwell as International organizer of the Chicago
RCIPA though Caldwell has never been a clerk. )

Using intimidation, physical violence, coercion, Caldwell forced
retail clerks in Hillman’s, A&P stores, National Tea stores, and many
small grocery stores, to pay tribute to the RCIPA.

In Hillman’s food stores a group of department heads, among whom
were Milton Brav, Jack Shaughnessy, Miss Tessineri, Zedek Hipshin, Nona
Glynn, Bernard Eisenberg, and others were called into the office of
Miss Nelson (Mrs. Ramos) an official of the Hillman Co., and instruct-
ed by her to have all the employees sign RCIPA application cards,
which were then distributed by her among the department heads. She
also instructed them to collect dues from the clerks and employees
who were not clerks, or to make arrangements to take the money out
of their pay envelopes.

Caldwell sent two of his gunmen into the South-Side Co-operative
store, who told the clerks they had better join the RCIPA, or else the
windows of the Co-operative would be smashed. The clerks refused to
join. Immediately Caldwell threw a picket line around the Co-
operative. The Directors’ Board—of the Co-operative appealed to the
C F of L to call these hoodlums off, and urged Lillian Herstein, one of
the leaders of the Chicago Teacher and member of the C F of L Ex-
ecutive Board at that time, to intervene with Fitzpatrick. Fitzpatrick
told her than nothing could be done, and that the clerks had better
join the RCIPA.

LERKS are told: If you join today, it’'ll cost you $10 initiation fee;
if you join tomorrow, it’ll cost you $15; and if you join the day
after it’ll be $25.

Clerks are fired at the slightest indication of revolt against Cald-
well’s tyranny.

Workers here have never sat in on negotiations of the RCIPA
with the employers. All negotiations are conducted between Caldwell,
his brother Michael Pollack, and the employers personally.

No one knows, no one can be certain whether there are contracts
between Caldwell and all of the companies. At a recent meeting of
Local 1248, which occurs whenever Caldwell chooses to call one,
order was called at 8:00 p. m. sharp. At 8:05 a worker asked to see
a copy of the Hillman contract. At 8:06 the meeting was adjourned
by Caldwell, the chairman, and the hall was cleared.

When workers go into Caldwell’s office and ask for a copy of the
RCIPA Constitution, Caldwell replies that in this union you don’t need
a Constitution; you don’t ask questions; you just pay dues and keep
your mouth shut.

ALDWELL has attempted to drive liquor clerks into the RCIPA,
demanding $1,250 to charter them in a liquor clerks’ union. The
repeated charge that Caldwell works with the Illinois Retail Liquor
Package Stores Association to smash all attempts at union organiza-
tion has never been disproved.

When the workers of the Continental Products Co. rejected Cald-
dell’s leadership, and went out on strike in an effort to obtain a bona-
fide agreement with the company and their own elected representatives,
they were met with the most vicious terrorism—picket lines were
brutally attacked, strike headquarters invaded and smashed by goon
squads, an organizer shot. (See REVOLT, Oct. 24, 1939).

Caldwell was appointed organizer of the Chicago RCIPA in Sept-
ember 1987. On March 10, 1940, an election took place in Local 1248.
THIS WAS THE FIRST ELECTION IN THE CHICAGO RCIPA
SINCE CALDWELL'S APPOINTMENT. e
There were two slates. Both_ were handpi-
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Stalin’s War Exposed

Outstanding results of the peace
Stalin dictated to the Finns, were
the relation of this outcome of
the war to the war between the
Allies and Germany, and the light
which the events preceding and
following it have cast on the
character of the Finnish-Russian
war.

The war between Germany and
her imperialist enemies began on
September 3 and promptly ran
into a stalemate on land.

Stalin calculated the probabil-
ities and possibilities of the situa-
tion and opened hostilities against
Finland on November 30.

He thereby opened up several
dangerous possibilities: that the
imperialist war would be resolved
by a joint attack by Germany and
the Allies against Russia; that
Russia would become a belligerent
in the war between Germany and

the Allies.

Stalinist policy, since September,
had been to balance off the two
imperialist camps, holding, as much
as possible, the balance of power,
and stiffening Germany.

Evidently Stalin came to the
conclusion that Finland could be
smashed without Allied interven-
tion or before it could have any
influence on the result; or before
the Allies could create diversions

prepared to carry on strike action,
mass demonstrations until we get
adequate relief and WPA wages
for ourselves and our family.
It is becoming a question of life
and death for millions of unem-
ployed. Workers who today prob-
ably thing it wrong to strike
against the government, will be
driven to do just this very thing
tomorrow.
If we prepare now we can win.
WPA WORKER
X WPA WORKER

in the Near East. If Germany
looked askance on Russian advance
toward Swedish iron ore and an
increase of Russian strength in
the Baltic gulf there was nothing,
in the circumstances, that she could
do about it. Any serious opposi-
tion would have endangered the
alliance between them which is a
matter of life and death for Ger-
many in the war with the Allies.

Think what one will of Stalin’s
strategy the fact is that it worked,
as the outcome of the war has
shown. Although there were rum-
ors, from time to time, that plans
were afoot for a deal by England,
France and Germany to smash
Russia, it can now be seen, if it
was not previously clear, that they
lacked serious foundation. This
was not the acute danger that
Stalin’s war involved.

The other, involvement in the
war between the Allies and Ger-
many, was greater. If, the Al-
lies, seeking new theaters of war
had gone to the aid of the Finns
in  sufficient strength Russia
would, of course, have become a
belligerent in the Allied-German
war; and Germany would un-
doubtedly have sent a force to
meet the threat the Allied ex-
pedition would have constituted
to her Swedish source of iron ore,
and, also to meet the danger of
Allied plane bases in the far north
from which serious attacks could
have been made on Germany’s
naval bases and industries along
the Baltic shore.

However, the success of any
Allied venture into Scandinavia
depended on the consent of Sweden
and Norway. To have acted with-
out that consent or against their
wishes would have exposed the
Allies as standing on the same
political, moral and military plane
as those they denounce. It would
have weakened their position with

across water an expedftionary
force would have to build. prac-
tically its own means of trans-
portation across land in sub-zero
weather. And that after all this
was done success would still de-
pend on steady streams of rein-
forcements of men, munitions and
food. It is not difficult to see
that ‘the concentration on this
task could so weaken the Allies
generally as to lay them open
to attack in other parts of the
globe.

To sum it up the Russian-
Finnish war appeared to offer a
possibility of breaking the stale-
mate in the Allied-German war
but it did not do so.

The peace has had the effect,
as the press of the whole would
has noted, of intensifying the
stalemate, making it more difficult
to break it, strengthening Ger-

all the other fearful small nations
and with neutrals, especially the
United States. And it would have
created tremendous opposition at
home. Even the chauvinist Labor
Party leadership in England is
not in favor of war against Russia.

On the first day of the war,
said the Swedish king on February
16, the Swedish government told
the Finnish government that it
would not send its army and could
not permit the Allies to transport
troops across its territory. As
events have made clear Norway
took the same position. Although
these governments felt a keen sym-
pathy for Finland and felt them-
selves menaced by Stalin, their
fear that Germany would act in-
stantly against Allied troops on
Scandinavian soil outweighed their
sympathy for the Finns and their
fear of Stalin.

On this rock the Allied hope of
breaking the stalemate foundered.
There were other reasons. If
war against Germany was stale-
mated on land could the Allies ex-
pect to defeat both Russia and
Germany? Unless they get the
wholehearted support of the Unit-
ed States, it is a manifest impos-
sibility. Of such aid by the
United States there is as yet
no sign. 7
The purely military difficulties
were also grave considerations.
To fight the Russians would have
required a vast expeditionary
force. Conservative estimates in
the press place the minimum ef-
fective figure at 100,000 men. That
in itself creates a great trans-
portation problem across the North
Sea which is within easy range
of German U-bout and planes.
But when to this is added the
necessary tanks and planes, ar-
tillery, heavy and light, shells and
gmall ammunition, oil, and food.
And that after it is transported

many’s- position and weakening
the Allies in a number of ways.

The Stalinists the world over
defended the invasion as a defense
against provocation by Finland
instigated by British and French
imperialism. ~ They added that
the Red Army was sent to liber-
ate the Finns from their capitalist
masters.

No declaration of war was made
against the Finnish government.
It was said that the Finnish peo-
ple were rising against it and
joining the Red Army. A new
peoples government was recognized.
Its seat was the fishing village
of Terijoki. Its head was Otto
Kuusinen, Finnish Stalinist, hated
by the Finnish workers for his
treacherous role in the rewvelution
of 1918. An alliance was formed
by the governments of Stalin and
Stalin’s man, Kuusinen. A non-
aggression pact was signed by
them. .

The Terijoki government issued
a program. It did not propose to



Detroit WPA Workers’

Situation Desperate

DETROIT, March 12.—32,000 workers on the Detroit and Wayne County WPA rolls
are wondering what they are going to do about the new Spring
National WPA Commissioner,
nounced that beginning next month 700,000 WPA workers would get the axe throughout
Detroit’s share would be between 10-12,000.

The prospects of these workers getting into private industry are worse than six
months ago, and then they were plenty bad. The CIO in its publication, Economic Outlook,
‘announced that there were 11,936,000 unemployed

Harrington,

the country.

over its figures for December.

Locally here in Detroit, the
auto industry has been going
along without the usual Feb-
ruary-March lay-offs, and pro-

duction now is way ahead of what
it was last year at this same
time. All this means to an un-
employed worker, however, is that
the lay-offs in the shop are not
taking place now on such a large
scale as in previous years. But
this does not mean that the plants
are hiring any new employees.
THE AUTO manufacturers may
call this absence of a pre-
Spring drop a “sign of prosper-
ity,” “a good sign for the future,”
but for the unemployed here in
Detroit it means: NO JOBS.

In spite of these conditions in
industry (and we do not mention
the usual Summer lay-offs for
ALL auto workers), the WPA ad-
ministration is going ahead with
preparing the machinery for the
mass lay-offs. Projects are being
prepared to work with skeleton
crews until such consolidation as
these lay-offs make necessary
takes place. Under the old set-
up each project employed several
time clerks, several account clerks
and one full time timekeeper.

OW ALL these

" being abolished, and one full
time clerk will do the work of
all these men, in addition to be-
ing responsible for tools, progress
costs, cost records, etc. Cuts
among the top administration staff
are taking place.

positions are

A R
step uf the program will mean
the elimination of supervisors and
foremen. The project would then
be run by a full time clerk and
two P (foremen) men, who would
also go on full time.

Unfortunately, the WPA work-
ers as a whole are pretty much
resigned to receiving the blow.
And they can hardly be blamed
for this attitude. No organiza-
tion and no leadership has come
forward with a program that of-
fers even a ray of hope out of
the darkness.

The policy of the WPA unions
here, the UAW-CIO WPA auxili-
ary, the CIO white collar auxiliary,
and the Workers Alliance (what
remains of it),—well, it is better
not to talk about it, unless you
want some WPA worker to throw
a pick or shovel at you on the
job. Nothing but defeats and
reversals for the past three years.
DEI‘EA’I‘ ITSELF is not such

bad medicine to take, because
even a strong organization with
the correct policy can meet defeat.
But what rubs so hard is the
fact that these unions’ leaderships
have done almost EVERYTHING
to prevent possible victories.

It can all be summed up in a
few words: For three years
George Edwards, Richard Leonard,
R, J. Thomas and the rest in-
volved in the WPA situation have
told us WPA workers: vote for
Murphy, vote for Roosevelt, vote
for Jeffries, and so on. Well,
many WPA workers did just this,
and look what the results have
been!

About a year ago when Murphy
was running for re-election for
Governor, Edwards and the rest
issued the slogan: Vote the New
Deal in Michigan and you will get
76¢ an hour for 120 hours or $90
a month. Today we get 44c an
hour for 130 hours of labor or
$57.20 a month, while in 1938 we
were getting 60c an hour for 100
hours. They said: Vote the New
Deal in Michigan and the WPA
rolls will be increased. At that
time there were about 60,000 on
WPA in Detroit and Wayne Coun-
ty. Today it is just half, and

Continued on Page Two

The statement also reported that January saw a drop
in industrial productxon of 7 percent from the December level and estimated a probable
drop of 15 percent in the February index and 1'7 percent in March.

Do SharecroppersNeed Guns’

1t ggpiitelieved
' it
o To THEXE

Kester suggested

lay-offs.  Colonel
while visiting here a few weeks ago, an-

REVOLT

Revolutionary

Published by the Central Committce of the
Workers League.

P. O. Box 5463, Chicago. Ill. g s

U. S.

in January,

a 14 percent increase

3 cents a copy—50 cents a half year (13 issues)—$1.00 a year (26 issues)

Vol. IlI.—No. 5

CHICAGO. ILL.. MARCH 23, 1940 Whole No. 36

HICAGO, March 14.—At a Sharecroppers Mass meeting in Chicago

last night the Reverend Howard Kester, member of the Executive
Board of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union spoke. The meeting
was under the auspices of the Chicago Sharecroppers’ Committee, whose
chairman is Maynard Krueger, university professor and member of the
Socialist Party.

Kester told what the STFU is trying to do: to organize one
third of the South’s population, 10,000,000 landless Joad families who,
unlike the Joads in The Grapes of Wrath, did not go to California,
but stayed put unable to migrate anywhere. Landless farmers, they
till the soil as tenant farmers, sharecroppers, or as migratory workers.
Work is seasonal, averaging seven months a year; 12 hours a day.
Wages are below the starvation level.

The landlord keeps the books, controls earnings; controls the
courts and schools; and rules the country with an iron hand. Most
of the sharecroppers have never known what it is to vote, or par-
ticipate in government. The Gallup poll never reaches them.

In 1933, Kester pointed out, the United States government began
its program of reduction of cotton planting—plowing under. As a re-
sult hundreds of thousands of tenant farmers were driven off the land.

17 of them, in Arkansas, formed the STFU, to “legally and democ-
ratically defend our rights,” declared Kester. Their motto is: “The
same thing that holds the black man down, holds the white man.” And
they have achieved unity of action of the negro and white sharecrop-
pers. Now the STFU has 40,000 members.

The Union was built against overwhelming odds: Ku Klux Klan,
gunmen who pulled union speakers off speakers’ stand, and shot others,
machine gun attacks, tarring and feathermg and ax handle brigades.
THE UNION has a Refugee Local in Memphis Tennesee for members

who have been forc1b1y driven out of the South. “Herbert Hoover,”
“onght to raise ‘mone for the refugees from the

" gu—— . o

“Landless-ness is the cause of the misery of the Southern country,”
declared Kester. These people “love the land, were driven from it.
These men will never be satisfied till the land is restored to them.”
THE OLD TESTAMENT, preached Reverend Kester, “said the land

is the common heritage of the people.” ’

98% of the agreements entered into by landlords and sharecroppers
are verbal as to working conditions, wages, hours, and union rights.
“This,” stated Kester, “must be done away with. We must have a
written contract between landlord and sharecropper.”

Many sharecroppers who raise food crops, suffer “from pellagra
which comes from not having the right kind of food.”

The STFU demands better education for children.
year in the South is four to five months.”

“Civil liberties must be observed.... Lynching must be erased from
the land,” Kester continued. A struggle must be waged against the
landlords’ practice of forcmg' ‘women and children to work at gunpoint,”
for a few cents an hour, and sometimes only for meals. “In the last
few years three landlords in the South have been convicted by Federal
Courts,” Kester reported, “for keeping human beings in a condition
af chattel slavery.”

The struggle against these evils “makes the STFU more than justa
Union. It is a movement for Social Emancipation....”

THE STFU has tried to arouse city governments and civic leaders to
an appreciation of the conditions of the sharecroppers. “There has
not been a single lynching,” Kester said, “in the territory where the
STFU has organized.” The STFU represents not only its 40,000
members, “but the hopes of the hundreds of thousands of sharecroppers.”
These millions ask: “When are you coming to us”?
“When the white sharecroppers and the black sharecroppers raise

“Average school

Y

N MARCH 16, Mr. President, you spoke on an international broad-

cast under the auspices of the Christian Foreign Service Convoca-
tion. The world was full of rumors what the papers call a “peace
offensive.” Sumner Welles, your fact-finding emissary as the papers
call him, was in Rome. He had talks with the King of Italy and
Foreign Minister Ciano. On the 18th Welles saw the Pope. On Mon-
day Hitler and Mussolini conferred at thte Brenner Pass. Wednes-
day Welles left for the United States to report to you.

On leaving Welles made a statement in which he said:

In order to allay the flood of rumors about my mission

I wish to state categorically that I have not received any

peace plan or proposals from any belligerent or from any other

government; that I have not conveyed any such proposals

to any belligerent nor to any other government; nor am I

bringing back to the President any such proposals.

UT WELLES did not say that he did not know about any such

proposals which some governments were making to belligerents
or non-belligerents. It seems to be a fact that such proposals were
peddled in various chancelleries since even their contents were reported
in the press. Welles’ statement is therefore not convincing. It does
not cover the entire question.

*We think, Mr. President, that he knows of such proposals since he
went to Europe especially, you said, to discover the possibilities for
lasting peace, and he saw and consulted with the heads of the Italian,
German, French and British governments and the Pope.

And we think that he reported the contents to you. And that
you were stating your position on them -when you broadcasted.

Today we seek a moral basig for peace.... It cannot be

a lasting peace if the fruit of it is oppression, or starvation,

or cruelty, or human life dominated by armed camps....

o 1 S, s SIIRER

. selves. daily rather than die slowly of starvation.

their mighty hands,” Kestr~ ~luded, “they will be free ?
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We take that to mean that you had advance information about
the meeting of Hitler and Mussolini—the papers said that all diplomats
were caught by surprise by the announcement of that conference ex-
cept the Americans—that you had information about the subject
matter they were going to discuss there; that you didn’t like it; and
that you took the occasion of this broadcast to tell them in a dlplo-
matic way not to count on your support. At the same time you took
the opportunity to proclaim what we might call the ideals of peace.
YOU KNEW that your speech would reassure Britain. And, indeed,

in London they promptly declared themselves in accord with your
ideas on peace.

This fact alone would cause us to say that your attachment to
the ideals you proclaimed in your broadcast is not convincing. In
London they are not only busy scheming to starve the German nation
into submission and teach them a lesson, but they are also very busy
scheming to defeat the struggle of 375,000,000 Indian colonials to
throw off the yoke of British oppression. Incidentally in India starv-
ation is chronic under British rule on a grandiose scale although the
country is fabulously wealthy.

However we have other reasons for saying that your idealism is
not convincing. It would be a comforting thing to think that the head
of the most powerful government in the richest country in the world
was a man who stool four square against starvation and oppression.
WE WOULD like to believe that that is what you stand for. But

we cannot. Facts are facts. The record speaks against you.

Surely as President you know that people are starving to death
in the United States. You must know that men and women kill them-
Yet you recommend-
ed a cut of half a billion dollars in the relief appropriation for the
coming fiscal year. And only the other day your man, Colonel Har-

Continued on Page Three

Oust Gunmen from Clerks’ Union!

HICAGO, MARCH 18. — Max Caldwell, International organizer, his
brother, Michael Pollack, recording secretary of Local 1248, grocery
employees’ union, and three other officials of the Retail Clerks Inter-
national Protective Association, A F of L, were arrested in Chicago
March 18. Mrs. Mae Gleich, president of the Demonstrators’ Union
Local 22260, AF of L. and two other members, charged the entire local
officialdom of the RCIPA with intimidation and physical violence. Judge
William V. Daly in Racket court, March 14, continued until March 29
the hearing on the charges.
N February 18, Local 1248 was dropped from the Chicago Federa-
tion of Labor after Mrs. Gleich had preferred charges to John
Fitzpatrick, President of the CF of L, that Caldwell and other union
leaders had conducted a campaign of intimidation and terrorism against
members of the Demonstrators’ Union, in an attempt to smash the
Demonstrators’ Union, and bring their members into Local 1248. As
yet no action has been taken to drop Caldwell and his gunmen from the

national A F of L. Caldwell has one other local, a very small one.

Why was Caldwell, a notorious gangster, selected as head of the
RCIPA in Chicago? And why is he thrown out now? To answer there
questions it is necessary to go back to the fall of 1937.

AT THAT time John Fitzpatrick was involved in a fight with the

progressive unionists in the C F of L. The CIO movement was
making itself felt in the Chicago labor movement. And the suspension
of several of the big local unions was seriously undermining the finan-
cial structure of the CF of L. Fitzpatrick, needing a new financial
base and recognizing that the RCIPA had a very large potential mem-
mership in Chicago had to make sure that it would be under his control.

CONFERENCES were held by John Fitzpatrick, Charles Wills, editor
of Federation News, official organ of the C F of L, C. C. Coulter,

Secretary of the RCIPA, and Captain Daniel Gilbert, Chlef 1nvest1gator
Continued on Page Two
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WPA

(Cont. from page 1)

next month it will be about one-
third of this 60,000.

RANK MURPHY was defeated,

but today he is on the Supreme
Court at $20,000 a year. George
Edwards, who while head of the
UAW-CIO WPA department here
in Detroit, praised Murphy, Roos-
evelt, and the “other democratic
leaders,” and blasted the “reaction-
aries,” was recently appointed to
the Detroit Housing Commission
at $6,000 a year. But we WPA
workers are sloshing in mud up to
our ankles at $686.40 a year,
worrying about the new lay-offs,
which won’t be for 30 days, but
for good. :

How can we depend on these
leaders with their policy of col-
laborating with capitalist politi-
cians and the capitalist govern-
ment? Are not the results plain
to everybody?

Even now, in spite of all the
defeats, the union leaders still
continue this game of capitalist
policies. A leaflet is issued by
the UAW-CIO WPA department
rallying the workers to a protest
meeting. The leaflet says: Write
your Congressman and let him
know of your need. Hell’s bells,
the Congressmen already know our
needs, but knowing that the pro-
test will not go beyond a postal
card, they are going ahead with
the cuts “in the interests of na-
tional economy.”

E ATTENDED that meeting
last month, February 18.
Seated on the same platform
with union representatives were
all the bigger and lesser lights
from the state and local WPA
administration. Abner Larned,
state administrator, Max Barton,
former Detroit head, Max Moody,
Nellei Schlee of local officialdom,
all-of these have in the past made
life miserable for more than one
WPA worker, by their lousy red-
tape methods, their run-arounds,
their downward classifications, and
s0 on. More than one worker’s
stomach turned over at the sight
. pulig bk

Continued from Page One
for State’s Attorney Courtney, at all meetings where this duestion
was discussed. Coulter appointed Caldwell. .
He has since declared that the appointment was made with
Gilbert’s approval. In reply Gilbert states
When 1 learned Caldwell was connected with the local, I pro-
tested to the Chicago Federation, the A F of L, and Coulter that
I regarded Caldwell as a racketeer.—Chicago Tribune, March 9.
ITHER Coulter or Gilbert is lying. The truth is that both are re-
sponsible for imposing this notorious racketeer on Chicago retail
clerks, and both are equally vigorous in their attempts to evade re-
sponsibility.

Wills, an important figure in the Chicago labor movement is
Caldwell’s father-in-law. He can hardly take the position that he had
nothing to do with Caldwell’s selection. Wills was angling for a job
for his son-in-law and this looked like a good thing.

What qualifications did Caldwell have for his responsible post?
He was a local racketeer who had been organizer of the Chicago
Waiters’ Alliance at the Chicago Worlds’ Fair in 1933-34. In the clos-
ing weeks of the fair Caldwell attempted to collect three months’
dues in advance. This racketeering effort was suppressed by the police.

On July 31, 1934, Caldwell was indicted on a charge of conspiracy
to extort $10,000 from owners of the French Casino, a cabaret. The
cabaret owners said Caldwell called a strike and then demanded $10,-
000 to call it off. Caldwell was acquitted of the charge.

On August 21, 1934, Caldwell was questioned by the State’s At-
torney’s office concerning the bombing of the Edgewater Beach Hotel
where a strike of the Chicago Waiters’ Alliance was then in progress.

Caldwell was again acquitted.

In 1935 Caldwell attempted to organize tavern hostesses and enter-

tainers.

Girls complained they were told by unknown persons: “Legs

don’t look so pretty when they’re broken.”
In 1936 Caldwell opened a tavern at 2052 North Halsted Street.
He was denied a license because his tavern had become a hangout for

hoodlums.

ITZPATRICK is noted for his motto, “Organizers and officials must
come off the job,” i.e., must have had actual job experience On

Cromwell Fears Revolution

AMER H. R. CROMWELIL, American minister to Canada, in a speech

on March 19 in Canada stated: “the life, liberty and the very safety”
of neutrals is at stake if German wins the war:

He asked:

“Did the Austrians,

Czecho-Slovakians or the Poles

have a voice in the determination of their present form of government?”

Cromwell says England and
France are fighting for “demo-
cracy.” But what about India?
Ireland ? Palestine? All of Africa?

Every one knows that England
is a bigger rival to American im-
perialism than Germany. Many
wonder why the U.S. government
supports England in this war.

Cromwell answers:

“How easy it is to shut one’s
eyes and thus seek to avoid the
horrid sight of the bloody and
seething world revolution which
thr- "~»s to overwhelm us all.”

Lol i ik Coramyall

“"“1He speeches? Practically all
the speakers tried their best in
suggesting ways to make the
capitalist profit system work, but

they failed, and failed miserably.

Hugh Gibson, State CIO Secretary,
advocated that the national income
should be divided more evenly
among the workers to furnish
more purchasing power for the
masses. Fine, we are for it!
But who will do it? The capital-
ist government which is now
prepared to lay off 700,000 work-
ers?

J. THOMAS, UAW-CIO pre-

° cident, made ‘it clear in his
speech that he had never been a
radical, and had voted Democratic
Party every time but once. What
in heaven’s name does that solve
except to keep Thomas on the
“safe” list when this country
enters war?  Finally, Thomas
said: “Go out and organize.” But
for what purpose? To vote Roos-
evelt for a third term or to lead
militant demonstrations against the
Roosevelt administration which is
the Roosevelt administration which
is starving the unemployed, and
preparing a soldier’s grave for
those who survive the WPA low
wages? .

It is no wonder that WPA
workers are so hard to organize
into unions these days. They have
been led wrong so many times by
this type of leadership with their
policy of capitalist ecollaboration,
that they refuse to bite again.

HAT IS NEEDED? A union,

yes, a strong union, one which
can rally masses of workers. But
more than that: A correct leader-
ship and policy. Just what does
this mean? Every WPA workers
asks this question and he has the
right to know.

A correct lead-rship is one that
is willing to carry out these pol-
icies: Refusal to collaborate with
any capitalist politician, refusal
to ask any WPA worker to vote
for this or that politician in the
hopes of getting anything. In-
stead this leadership would tell
the WPA workers:

Organize to fight these capitai-
ist politicians and the entire
capitalist government set up. Be

figures, will save the Tcapitalist )

“Boy” to work.

world from ‘“bloody and seething
world revolution.”

“Golden Boy” Cromwell is mar-
ried to Doris Duke ($50,000,000)
richest girl in the world. They
own a $1,000,000 Hawaiian home.

Cromwell will not do the actual
drilling, starving-—and FIGHTING.
He is sending millions of workers
to a “bloody” death to defend the
profits of his class.

When the American workers
make their revolution, they will
not kick Cromwell the hell out
of the country. They w'll no kill
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Oust Gunmen From

the basis of Caldwell’s outstanding record, Fitzpatrick, Coulter, Wills
and Gilbert selected Caldwell as International organizer of the Chicago
RCIPA though Caldwell has never been a clerk. )

Using intimidation, physical violence, coercion, Caldwell forced
retail clerks in Hillman’s, A&P stores, National Tea stores, and many
small grocery stores, to pay tribute to the RCIPA.

In Hillman’s food stores a group of department heads, among whom
were Milton Brav, Jack Shaughnessy, Miss Tessineri, Zedek Hipshin, Nona
Glynn, Bernard Eisenberg, and others were called into the office of
Miss Nelson (Mrs. Ramos) an official of the Hillman Co., and instruct-
ed by her to have all the employees sign RCIPA application cards,
which were then distributed by her among the department heads. She
also instructed them to collect dues from the clerks and employees
who were not clerks, or to make arrangements to take the money out
of their pay envelopes.

Caldwell sent two of his gunmen into the South-Side Co-operative
store, who told the clerks they had better join the RCIPA, or else the
windows of the Co-operative would be smashed. The clerks refused to
join. Immediately Caldwell threw a picket line around the Co-
operative. The Directors’ Board—of the Co-operative appealed to the
C F of L to call these hoodlums off, and urged Lillian Herstein, one of
the leaders of the Chicago Teacher and member of the C F of L Ex-
ecutive Board at that time, to intervene with Fitzpatrick. Fitzpatrick
told her than nothing could be done, and that the clerks had better
join the RCIPA.

LERKS are told: If you join today, it’'ll cost you $10 initiation fee;
if you join tomorrow, it’ll cost you $15; and if you join the day
after it’ll be $25.

Clerks are fired at the slightest indication of revolt against Cald-
well’s tyranny.

Workers here have never sat in on negotiations of the RCIPA
with the employers. All negotiations are conducted between Caldwell,
his brother Michael Pollack, and the employers personally.

No one knows, no one can be certain whether there are contracts
between Caldwell and all of the companies. At a recent meeting of
Local 1248, which occurs whenever Caldwell chooses to call one,
order was called at 8:00 p. m. sharp. At 8:05 a worker asked to see
a copy of the Hillman contract. At 8:06 the meeting was adjourned
by Caldwell, the chairman, and the hall was cleared.

When workers go into Caldwell’s office and ask for a copy of the
RCIPA Constitution, Caldwell replies that in this union you don’t need
a Constitution; you don’t ask questions; you just pay dues and keep
your mouth shut.

ALDWELL has attempted to drive liquor clerks into the RCIPA,
demanding $1,250 to charter them in a liquor clerks’ union. The
repeated charge that Caldwell works with the Illinois Retail Liquor
Package Stores Association to smash all attempts at union organiza-
tion has never been disproved.

When the workers of the Continental Products Co. rejected Cald-
dell’s leadership, and went out on strike in an effort to obtain a bona-
fide agreement with the company and their own elected representatives,
they were met with the most vicious terrorism—picket lines were
brutally attacked, strike headquarters invaded and smashed by goon
squads, an organizer shot. (See REVOLT, Oct. 24, 1939).

Caldwell was appointed organizer of the Chicago RCIPA in Sept-
ember 1987. On March 10, 1940, an election took place in Local 1248.
THIS WAS THE FIRST ELECTION IN THE CHICAGO RCIPA
SINCE CALDWELL'S APPOINTMENT. e
There were two slates. Both_ were handpi-

gt

Lav e 0f Organiz.. -va L

o

his “gai._

Stalin’s War Exposed

Outstanding results of the peace
Stalin dictated to the Finns, were
the relation of this outcome of
the war to the war between the
Allies and Germany, and the light
which the events preceding and
following it have cast on the
character of the Finnish-Russian
war.

The war between Germany and
her imperialist enemies began on
September 3 and promptly ran
into a stalemate on land.

Stalin calculated the probabil-
ities and possibilities of the situa-
tion and opened hostilities against
Finland on November 30.

He thereby opened up several
dangerous possibilities: that the
imperialist war would be resolved
by a joint attack by Germany and
the Allies against Russia; that
Russia would become a belligerent
in the war between Germany and

the Allies.

Stalinist policy, since September,
had been to balance off the two
imperialist camps, holding, as much
as possible, the balance of power,
and stiffening Germany.

Evidently Stalin came to the
conclusion that Finland could be
smashed without Allied interven-
tion or before it could have any
influence on the result; or before
the Allies could create diversions

prepared to carry on strike action,
mass demonstrations until we get
adequate relief and WPA wages
for ourselves and our family.
It is becoming a question of life
and death for millions of unem-
ployed. Workers who today prob-
ably thing it wrong to strike
against the government, will be
driven to do just this very thing
tomorrow.
If we prepare now we can win.
WPA WORKER
X WPA WORKER

in the Near East. If Germany
looked askance on Russian advance
toward Swedish iron ore and an
increase of Russian strength in
the Baltic gulf there was nothing,
in the circumstances, that she could
do about it. Any serious opposi-
tion would have endangered the
alliance between them which is a
matter of life and death for Ger-
many in the war with the Allies.

Think what one will of Stalin’s
strategy the fact is that it worked,
as the outcome of the war has
shown. Although there were rum-
ors, from time to time, that plans
were afoot for a deal by England,
France and Germany to smash
Russia, it can now be seen, if it
was not previously clear, that they
lacked serious foundation. This
was not the acute danger that
Stalin’s war involved.

The other, involvement in the
war between the Allies and Ger-
many, was greater. If, the Al-
lies, seeking new theaters of war
had gone to the aid of the Finns
in  sufficient strength Russia
would, of course, have become a
belligerent in the Allied-German
war; and Germany would un-
doubtedly have sent a force to
meet the threat the Allied ex-
pedition would have constituted
to her Swedish source of iron ore,
and, also to meet the danger of
Allied plane bases in the far north
from which serious attacks could
have been made on Germany’s
naval bases and industries along
the Baltic shore.

However, the success of any
Allied venture into Scandinavia
depended on the consent of Sweden
and Norway. To have acted with-
out that consent or against their
wishes would have exposed the
Allies as standing on the same
political, moral and military plane
as those they denounce. It would
have weakened their position with

across water an expedftionary
force would have to build. prac-
tically its own means of trans-
portation across land in sub-zero
weather. And that after all this
was done success would still de-
pend on steady streams of rein-
forcements of men, munitions and
food. It is not difficult to see
that ‘the concentration on this
task could so weaken the Allies
generally as to lay them open
to attack in other parts of the
globe.

To sum it up the Russian-
Finnish war appeared to offer a
possibility of breaking the stale-
mate in the Allied-German war
but it did not do so.

The peace has had the effect,
as the press of the whole would
has noted, of intensifying the
stalemate, making it more difficult
to break it, strengthening Ger-

all the other fearful small nations
and with neutrals, especially the
United States. And it would have
created tremendous opposition at
home. Even the chauvinist Labor
Party leadership in England is
not in favor of war against Russia.

On the first day of the war,
said the Swedish king on February
16, the Swedish government told
the Finnish government that it
would not send its army and could
not permit the Allies to transport
troops across its territory. As
events have made clear Norway
took the same position. Although
these governments felt a keen sym-
pathy for Finland and felt them-
selves menaced by Stalin, their
fear that Germany would act in-
stantly against Allied troops on
Scandinavian soil outweighed their
sympathy for the Finns and their
fear of Stalin.

On this rock the Allied hope of
breaking the stalemate foundered.
There were other reasons. If
war against Germany was stale-
mated on land could the Allies ex-
pect to defeat both Russia and
Germany? Unless they get the
wholehearted support of the Unit-
ed States, it is a manifest impos-
sibility. Of such aid by the
United States there is as yet
no sign. 7
The purely military difficulties
were also grave considerations.
To fight the Russians would have
required a vast expeditionary
force. Conservative estimates in
the press place the minimum ef-
fective figure at 100,000 men. That
in itself creates a great trans-
portation problem across the North
Sea which is within easy range
of German U-bout and planes.
But when to this is added the
necessary tanks and planes, ar-
tillery, heavy and light, shells and
gmall ammunition, oil, and food.
And that after it is transported

many’s- position and weakening
the Allies in a number of ways.

The Stalinists the world over
defended the invasion as a defense
against provocation by Finland
instigated by British and French
imperialism. ~ They added that
the Red Army was sent to liber-
ate the Finns from their capitalist
masters.

No declaration of war was made
against the Finnish government.
It was said that the Finnish peo-
ple were rising against it and
joining the Red Army. A new
peoples government was recognized.
Its seat was the fishing village
of Terijoki. Its head was Otto
Kuusinen, Finnish Stalinist, hated
by the Finnish workers for his
treacherous role in the rewvelution
of 1918. An alliance was formed
by the governments of Stalin and
Stalin’s man, Kuusinen. A non-
aggression pact was signed by
them. .

The Terijoki government issued
a program. It did not propose to



Chicago Clerks’ Local

only one candidate—Caldwell.

Testifying for the Continental Products Company in its injunction
suit to restrain the workers from striking, Desepte, International Pre-
sident of the RCIPA, stated the Chicago RCIPA membership is 17,000.
On March 10, Caldwell put the figure at 11,000. Caldwell’s brother,
Michael Pollack, when arrested, stated to Sergeant George Barnes of
the Police Labor Squad that the union has 5,200 members.

Possibly all these figures are true. And possibly they are all ex-
aggerated. The point is that since the latest one, Pollack’s, is the
lowest, there must have been a big decline. At any rate the newspapers
reported 326 members present at the election on ‘March 10. And the
fact is that exactly 71 ballots were cast. .

Caldwell was ‘“elected” organizer.

Why did Caldwell call this “election”?

Caldwell was suspended by the CF of L on February 18. His

“election” is his answer. He can now show that the workers “want”

him.

Fitzpatrick has okayed Caldwell’s gangsterism in all known in-
stances up to February 18. Every complaint about Caldwell to Fitzpa-
trick has either been ignored, or completely whithewashed.

Then why did Fitzpatrick throw Caldwell out?

Because tremendous pressure is being exerted on him from the
top by the A F of L which is under fire by Westbrook Pegler, reactio-
nary newspaper columnist, Chicago Tribune and other papers, for hav-
ing gangsters in its unions; and from the bottom by the workers in
the C F of L, especially in the RCIPA, who have repeatedly begged
Fitzpatrick to remove Caldwell; and because Cadwell is too hot. The
stink he has made is so big it is safer to unload him than to hang 'on.
FITZPATRICK is no longer in the desperate financial situation of

1937. Caldwell’s dues-collecting racket doesn’t mean as much to
him as it used to.

Neither Fitzpatrick nor the top A F of L leadership can eliminate
gangsterism from the A F of L. Only the workers can do that. But
Fitzpatrick can try to fool workers into thinking he is against gang-
sterism by making an example of Caldwell.

Fitzpatrick kicked Caldwell out. But he’s still on our backs. We
members of Local 1248 live in costant fear of being fired as a result
of the activities of company stool-pigeons and Caldwell. All of us
recognise Caldwell as our enemy.

Let’s finish the job Fitzpatrick began and kick Caldwell out.

How can we, members of Local 1248, oust Caldwell, and run the
Local ourselves, in our own interests?

The answer is: We need an organized group of rank-and-file mem-
bers of our union to rally the members of Local 1248 to fight for:

—REGULAR meetings to be determined by the membership; all

members to be informed when and where meetings are to take
place; not as is the case now, where Caldwell informs a few members.

—URGE ALL members to turn out in force for meetings. Caldwell

finds it easy to use physical violence and intimidation on one, two,
or three clerks. BUT HE CAN'T USE VIOLENCE AGAINST HUN-
DREDS AND EVEN THOUSANDS OF CLERKS.

—FIGHT FOR the right to speak; to criticize; to ask questions

about the contracts and the Constitution. If hundreds of us are
present and Caldwell attempts to adjourn the meeting we can tell him:

“Okay, Mr. Caldwell. You can go. We're staying. This is OUR mee’;:

ing, OUR union.”

_If Caldwell orders us out of the hall, we can jzet
our own hall. .
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right of any member to be elected to office in the Local.
—REGULAR shop meetings of all chain stores and other groups
for a discussion of the demands of the workers, and the election
of a rank and file negotiating committee. ’
—FOR THE RIGHT to vote on contracts; right to vote for selection
of negotiation committee representatives. We refuse to recognise
any contracts unless we participate in the discussions and negotia-
tions and unless we approve the contracts by a majority vote of the
Local.
—ELECTIONS to choose a new set of officers and Executive Board.
No election is valid unless the entire membership is informed of
the election. We demand to know how many members are in the
Local, paid-up and in arrears. 71 people should not have the right to
elect officers for thousands of clerks.
-—DEMAND A full accounting for all Union funds, and the election
of a rank-and-file auditing committee to check the Local records.
All expenditures to be approved by the membership. Question of sala-
ries of officials (Pollack, Caldwell’s brother, stated he gets $75 per
week; no one knows Caldwell’s salary) to be approved by the member-
ship.
—REDUCTION of dues from $2 monthly to $1. Initiation fee to be
set by the membership. No special assessments to be levied with-
out a majority vote of Local 1248,
10 —IMMEDIATE publication and distribution to all members
of the present contracts with Hillman’s, National Tea, A & P,
the small grocery stores, and others where members are paying dues
on the basis of Caldwell’s claim to have a contract with the employer.
11 —DISTRIBUTION of copies of the Constitution and By-Laws of
the RCIPA to all members.
12 —FIGHT TO get back in the CF of L.
Now is the time to act! While Caldwell is on the spot!
Retail Employee, Member Local 1248
* ok ok
Retail Employee is not a member of the League, but REVOLT
endorses the struggle he calls for against Caldwell and for ‘'union
democracy.

Letter to Revolt

Buffalo, N. Y.
March 11, 1940.
Revolutionary Workers League
Box 5463 Chicago, Illinois
Gentlemen:
Find enclosed money order for $1.00.for which please send a half
year’s subscription of “REVOLT” to
P. K. and H. S.
Buffalo, N. Y.
It’s one of the most revolutionary papers I've ever read.
It’s hot!
Fraternally,
H. S.

*x ok ok

REVOLT extends its thanks to
comrade S. in Chicago whose con-
tsibution of $3.00 increased the
size of this issue 500 copies.

. * ok ok
Letters to Revolt from our read-

ers will! be printed without the
writer’s name on his request.

By Stalin’s Peace

expropriate the capitalists; it did
not provide for a soviet govern-
ment; it did not provide for work-
ers’ control of production and
workers democracy; it did not go
beyond reforms such as the eight
hour day; and it promised to re-

counter-revolutionary purpose in
Stalin’s invasion.

The first results of the peace
give further proof. Evacuation
from the areas ceded to Russia is
voluntary, The Finns who live
in this territory may remain or

cognize the tremendous debts of
the Finnish capitalist government
to imperialist powers. Whatever
we may think of the aim of the
Red Army, this government, by
its own admission, was not fight-
ing a war against capitalism.

The peace terms give proof that
Stalin was not fighting that kind
of a war. The Kuusinen govern-
ment was forgotten. Not a word
was said about it. The treaties
with it ignored. No explanation
for all this has been given. Kuu-
sinen’s whereabouts are a mystery.
And no one cares.

But the Ryti-Tanner -capitalist
government is recognized. A treaty
has been signed with it. The
treaty contains no terms which
in any way dlter the social, poli-
tical or economic structure of
Finland. Their main provisions
change the boundaries of Finland
to Russia’s strategic advantage.

If Russia were compelled by
military reverses or a threatening
international situation to limit it-
self to such terms one could still
nourish the illusion that Stalin
set out to put an end to capital-
ism in Finland. He could con-
sole himself with the idea that
at this time this worthy enter-
prise could not succeed.

But this is not the case at all.
The Red Army, despite early de-
feats, was winning. It stood on
the verge of complete victory.
The Finns consented to peace be-
cause it was the only way to
escape complete annihilation. Sta-
lin dictated the terms.

Hence from beginning to end
there was never anything but a

‘against Russia?

they may leave for other parts
of Finland. If Russian life were
what the Stalinists say it is.
If their aim was to bring the
liberty, well being and socialism
of Russia of which they boast to
Finland, it is reasonable to sup-
pose that those who had the op-
portunity to enjoy these benefits
would accept them gladly.

The facts are that almost 100%
of inhabitants of these areas are
leaving of their own accord. And
they are reported to be in des-
perate haste to get out before the
Stalin regime takes over.

So much for Stalin’s war of
liberation. There were other peo-
ple in the labor movement who
denounced Stalin for all his evil
deeds but who declared that in
Finland, the imperialists were
waging war against Soviet Russia.
The Trotskyists, loud critics of
Stalin, said that it was an un-
declared war and that the Finns
should become partisans of the
Red Army.

Others did not bother to quibble
over whether it was declared or
undeclared. They said it was the
real thing and that the war in
western Europe was a fake to
cover it up. There were other
variations and embroideries of
these themes.

How harshly facts have deal
with these theoretical fancies!
What imperialists waged war
Germany? No
one even breathes a whisper that
it was Hitler. Norway and Sweden
or little Denmark? No one sug-
gests it. Sweden says it sent
one half of the arms and muni-

tions of its army to the Finnish
army. Tomorrow, no doubt, social
democratic Prime Minister Hanns-
son will present the bill. But
more important is the fact that
Sweden and Norway painstakinly
stood aloof from the war and ef-

to Franco in Spain signify they
were at war with England and
France which permitted aid to
reach the Republicans in larger
quantitities than they sent to Fin-
land.

Where then was the imperialist

fectively blocked the possibility
of sending troops from England
and France.

Was it England and France?
Where is the proof? France says
that when peace was signed fifty
thousand men were ready to sail
under the convoy of British war-
ships to northern Finland or Rus-
sia. This is not confirmed in Eng-
land. In fact all plans for a ser-
ious expedition to aid the Finns
which were pressed by the French
were blocked by the British who
were split over the issue. Hore-
Beliska is spokesman for the crowd
that want war with Russia. But
his opponents still hope that either
they can win Russia over or keep
her neutral in the war against
Germany.

The fifty thousand men sound to
us more like an alibi to cover up
failure to act than the real thing.
But real or not the plain fact is
that they did not sail. There
were no French and English troops
in Finland. There were some
volunteers, but that is all.

Other aid was small. Official
French government figures give
as 175 the number of planes sent.
If to this is added a comparable
number from England and an ad-
ditional number from Italy and
other countries is thrown in it is
still insignificant. Similarly with
hand grenades, machine guns, am-
munition, ete. The small number
of troops sent is shown by the of-
ficial Finnish report that only
“two non-Finnish soldiers were
killed,” both from Sweden.

This aid no more signified war

than did aid by Italy and Germany

war against Russia? Stalin’s peace,
like his war, shows very clearly
that from first to last it was a
war to take by force fromm a
weak nation what it was not will-
ing to yield by persuasion or
negotiation.

It has resulted in military ad-
vantages for the Stalinist buro-
cracy. But hundreds of thousands
of Russian and Finnish workers
and peasants have paid for their
lives for these advantages from
which they will derive no benefit
whatsoever. In Finland there will
be incredible suffering for years.
And when the workers in the far
north rise in revolution Stalin can
send ships and planes and men
from Hango and Petsamo against
them.

The Russian revolution is now
weaker because millions of work-
ers all over the world are out-
raged by the war and the peace
and turn from Russia in disgust
and bitterness. These are the vic-
tories Stalin has won, the bless-
ings he has brought.

It was impossible, but could the
Finns have fought the Red Army
to a standstill, had the difficulties
of transport and food supply on
the Russian side grown and mul-
tiplied, then dissatisfaction among
the workers and peasants in Rus-
sia would undoubtedly have grown,
too. And opportunities might have
arisen for overthrowing the Stalin
regime of terror, murder and
counter-revolution.

It didn’t happen that way. But
opportunities will come. The work-
ers who made two revolutions in
1917 will yet make a third.

Not
Convincing

Continued from Page One

rington announced that 700,000
from WPA by June 30. The
words are honeyed; but the deed
is gall.

OU EXCLAIM against life

dominated by armed camps.
In whose Administration were the
M-Day plans drafted and their
contents published? Whose Ad-
ministration plotted to impose a
military dictatorship on labor?
Suppress the right to strike?
Conscript men and women to
work in industries and farms se-
lected by the government, at
wages and for hours and under
conditions determined by the go-
vernment? In whose Administra-
tion, Mr. President?

In Nazi Germany there are
towns which flaunt signs with the
legend: Jews forbidden. In the
cities they live in ghettoes. In
the parks they must sit on spe-
cial benches. And because they
look like human beings and may
be mistaken for non-Jews they
must wear yellow arm bands and
other insignia of their race so
they may be the more easily op-
pressed.

THIS IS THE United States,
not Germany. The Declara-
tion of Independence says that
all men are created free and
equal. Here the Negro does not
have to wear yellow arm bands.
His color does for him what the
arm band does for the Jew in
Germany. He is not compelled
by law to live in a ghetto. But
residential restrictions as they
are politely called are in force
all over the United States. The
fact is that the Negro lives in a
black ghetto. ’

And in the south he cannot sit
on the same seat with a white
man in a bus or train; eat in the
same restaurant; use the same
toilet in a railroad station. That
is where a “nigger” as he is
called, is beaten, tortured, castrat-
ed and strung up and burned if
he dares to claim or if he is su-

Do ad o Al in ra.,l] a]
- the right 'which Tﬁe C%nstitﬁ

guarantees him and your Admi-
nistration, Mr. President, is sworn
to uphold.

TO JUSTIFY this system of OP-

PRESSION the negro is ac-
cused by his oppressors and tor-
mentors of being an inferior race
—what the Nazis say of the
Jews—of being inherently disho-
nest, unintelligent, apish, brutish,
and by low instinct a rapist of
white women.

There are no gestapo and no
storm troops in the south, but
there are armed posses, who hunt
down human victims with blood-
hounds; and there is the Ku Klux
Klan which is armed, makes its
own laws and administers its
own justice to its vietims.

The Negro has been oppressed
either through chattel slavery or
wage slavery and racial discrimi-
nation ever since he was brought
to this country. For him there
has been no Declaration of In-
dependence. The Emancipation
Proclamation merely changed the
form of his servitude. In many
ways it made it worse. You can-
not, therefore, Mr. President, be
held responsible for this.

ND YOU cannot be personally

blamed for the starvation of
milliong in the midst of luxu-
riant plenty. These things are the
products of the social and economic
system we live under. Under
capitalism they are inevitable.

But exactly for that reason,
b2cause this system makes a mo-
ckery out of the ideals you pro-
claim, and because as a wealthy
capitalist yourself you are devot-
ed to the defense and preserva- .
tion of the capitalist system we
say that.

Your words are good. The ideals
you proclaim are noble. But
you can’t do anything about it.
Only the oppressed and the starv-
ing can realize the ideals you
loftily proclaim by overthrowing
the capitalist system of society
and building ~ Socialism.

But first they must lose faith
in you, in your government, in
your system. That is why we
say: It’s not convincing, Mr. Pre-
sident.



GANDHI BLOCKS
INDIA’S FIGHT
FOR FREEDOM

EVER has the situation been more favorable for

a successful struggle by India for freedom from
British imperialism. Britain is locked in a stale-
mated war with Germany. She faces the running
danger of also fighting Russia. In the Far East
Japan constitutes a perpetual menace. Italy more
and. more is revealed as a potential enemy waiting
for an opportune moment to cut Britain’s Mediter-
ranean life line. Use of the British fleet to put
down revolt in India would permit the Germany navy
to raid British and French shipping in the Atlantic
and Pacific almost with impunity and also to attack
the British coasts directly.

In India itself on March 4 more than a hundred
and fifty thousand cotton textile mill workers in
Bombay went out on strike. Thousands of workers
in silk mills joined them. They are still on strike.
Their main demand is for a fifteen per cent war
bonus.

On May 6 waiters in Hindu tea shops were re-
ported to have served notice of intention to strike on
March 10 unless they were given a twenty per cent
wage increase. Also on March 6 workers on the
Great Indian Peninsula Railroad adopted a resolution
threatening ‘“‘direct resistance” unless they received
a war bonus. No doubt British censorship has pre-
vented us from learning further details of what
appears to be a huge strike wave.

In these circumstances a clear call for an ir-
reconcilable struggle for complete freedom from
India would awaken a tremendous response. If the
leadership were intransigeant and prepared to fight
to the finish and to meet imperialist violence with
revolutionary force they would have every reason
to expect a favorable outcome.

UT THAT is precisely the trouble. The India

National Congress, now in session, is vacillating.
It has dissociated itself from the declaration of war
of the British government and has demanded un-
conditional freedom from Britain. But the right
wing under Gandhi is temporising. Gandhi demands
the right to determine by himself by what methods
and when the struggle shall commence. He has
disavowed the textile strike. He 1is openly for
moderation. He is looking for compromises with
the British government.

The left wing, led by Subhas Chandra Bose,
former president of the All-India Trades Union
Congress, and of the National Congress variously
reported as an admirer of Mussolini and a bearer of
red flags emblazoned with hammers and sickles, is
leading a militant fight in the Congress for an im-
mediate launching of ;a vast civi} disobedience move-

mow+  Once launched it would rapidly e great
- (Tienary.- energy and imethods ar it even.
sweeps aside moderators like Gandhi. ‘1rnus once

again Gandhi is proving that he is Britain’s best
friend, her most reliable prop in the struggle to op-
press the Indian people.

As John Gunther says in Inside Asia:
while he lives very little can happen; his death w1ll
on the other hand liberate forces almost certainly
tending to increase the strength 'of Indian national-
ism.”

Apparently this idea has occurred to people
who are suspected of being capable of acting on it.
For the press reports that Gandhi at the Congress
is being guarded by young men wearing uniforms
and carrying clubs. Strange policy for the apostle
of non-violence!

Why | Join the League

HICAGO, MARCH 18.—What are you doing to
insure the future of yourself and your children
against starvation, against your husband being out
of work, against your children getting out of school
with no place in society for them?

Do you still have your nose pressed against the
window of security or are you going to break the
window and help yourself?

I have taken the first step toward the guarantee
of safety for my eight-month old daughter and
myself. I am now a member of the Revolutionary
Workers League. What are you doing about your
economic and political problems? Are you going
to stay on the outside looking in?

3
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N 1938 I made what I thought was an entrance
into the class struggle by joining the Young
Communist League. There I learned how a worker
reduces himself to a non-militant in the class strug-
gle. I learned how best to confuse the workers in
their fight for economic liberation. I also learned
that the worker in America should not fight for his
own interests but for the interests of a bureaucracy
several thousand miles away.

Naturally these facts were not immediately ap-
parent, nor did the leaders of the YCL actually
preach this, but under the guise of fine sounding
phrases the workers were actually led to think and
act in this way. No attempt was made to bring the
fundamental conflict of capitalist society to the
rank and file.

In my efforts to find the right organization in
which to function in the class struggle, several, I
found, were seemingly on the right road, but the
group I found to be doing the best work in help-
ing build the revolutionary party and at the same
time publishing a workers’ paper in language a
worker can understand is the Revolutionary Workers
League (Revolt). I have apphed for membership.

F. H.

EW YORK—Sometime ago one of the workers in my shop got sick
and lost his job. He was getting $23.00 a week and worked a
power press. Another worker getting $18.00 was put on his job. After
a months’ experience he almost equaled the production of the worker
who held the job before. In two months he averaged the same output,
so naturally he asked the boss for a raise. The boss consented to $1,
but the worker refused it and demanded the same scale as previously
paid.

The boss got mad as a bull and told the worker—take it or leave
it. The worker tried to compromise, but the boss fired him. So he had
to start breaking in another worker to take his place.

This incident taught us workers a few things. We flgured out
that before the new man could reach normal production in two months
the boss would be behind at least $300.00. All because he didn’t want
to pay $4.00 a week more to a good worker who deserved it.

Some of the fellows thought the boss was a chump. But not all.

HE GENERAL opinion was more serious. They agreed with me
that this was good proof that the boss considered us dirt under
his feet.

“He knows he rules the roost and we have no defense because
we’re not organized,” said one fellow.

“Maybe to him $300 don’t mean a damn. But $4.00 a week would
be a fortune to me. It would nearly pay a month’s rent,” added a
young married worker.

“This only goes to show you we workers are in a class by our-
selves,” I said. “We are as different from the boss as steel is to
wood. The boss despises us because he is affraid of us. He’s scared
because if one worker talks up, maybe all of us will.

And that’s what we should do because this will happen again, and
we’ll be in the soup. A man spoke up for his just rights and look
what he gets! The boss knows what class he belongs to, the class
with power to exploit us. Its about time we realize that we belong to
the working class and that we have the power and strength to change
this when we get together. D. Whitman

Sharecroppers

Continued from Page One _

“Why don’t sharecroppers use guns?” he was asked. Kester replied
“I don’t believe in using gung. Surest way for sharecroppers to get
slaughtered. Landlords can get away with breaking the law. Share-
croppers cannot. If they beat your family, don’t retaliate, don’t resist.
This policy has earned us the respect of many people....” And again,
“Arming of sharecroppers is a stupid task. Organize is the task.
Personally I am a pacifist.”

An RWL member asked: “If the misery of tbe sharecroppers is a
result of being landless, 1) will obtaining the land gliminate this
misery, and 2) how can the sharecropper get the lam?" In answer
to the first question Kester stated he proposes “largfscala’ co-operstive
farming.” To the second, Kester answere" “T gmly sa- and sermble
way to get hold of the; Toi tRES, .overnm ~to puf. ase
the land and make it 'avallable to the péope—a. g t-.m interest.”
KESTER HIT the nail on the head when he said u .ot the struggle of

the sharecropper is more than a union striggle; 1+ i a struggle
for social emancipation. . J

But no struggle for social emancipation was.ever won by the
program which Kester advocates. Depend on the government he
said, in effect. But it is the government, as he explains, which is
pushing the crop reduction program which is driving 40,000 farmers
off the land each year. )

And it is this government which is making loans to landowners
to modernize their farms with tractors and is helping drive more
thousands off the land to migrate to California and Arizona

If this government ever introduces large scale farming it will
be only to pile up still greater profits for the big landowmers and
drive hundreds of thousands of additional small farmers, tenant
farmers and sharecroppers off the land.

Look at the AAA benefit payments!  Payments for 1937, said an
Agriculture Department report to Congress on March 4, totaled
$325,856,8817.

The average check sent 3,750,000 farmers who participated in the
1937 program was $75. Payments lag more than a year.

ORE THAN 200,000 farmers and corporations received $1,000 or

more, 272 farmers and corporations received more than $10,000.

The biggest single beneficiary for that year was the Metropolitan
Life Insurance Company which received $257,095.

A swell racket! This company collects dollars from workers for
insurance, invests it in mortgages in farm lands, squeeze the farmers
out through foreclosure and then collects benefits from the govern-
ment for not raising crops.

And it’s this government, thinks Kester, that is going to aid the
sharecropper achieve social emancipation!

When it comes to methods Kester’s views are just as bad. If you
get beat up, if your family gets beat up because you are fighting for
social emancipation don’t resist, don’t retaliate. Above all don’t use
guns because that’s the surest way to get slaughtered.

Kester may have the courage of a lion personally. He may not,
it makes no difference. His advice is yellow and cowardly.

That’s the way the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company and the
government want him to talk. That’s what they want the sharecropper
to think. That’s why Kester can win the respect of the enemy.

People who want to fight for and win social emancipation ecan’t
be pacifists. They don’t make the conditions of struggle. The enemy
makes them. Kester says himself that the union has had to contend
with gunmen, axe brigades and machine guns.

THE SHARECROPPER has the right to defend himself, against gun-
men, axe brigades and machine guns.

Naturally nobody advocates that the union get a bunch of machine
guns and wipe out the landowners. No. That wouldn’'t solve any
economic problems and it would be the surest way to be slaughtered.

But while the union organizes sharecroppers and fights for better
conditions it has the right and the duty to defend itself against attacks
by any and every means it can find or develop. If the enemy uses
guns the union has the right and the duty to defend the members of
the union and the sharecroppers who fight with it, with guns. If the
enemy uses machine guns the union has the duty to defend itself with
all possible means including machine guns.

That’s the kind of talk Kester should be thinking and making.
Then he will win the respect of the workers and desperate, istarving
sharecroppers. Experience shows that when the workers show they
mean fight the enemy thinks twice and three tjmes befor attacking.

J. Drake.

IN THE RICHEST
COUNTRY IN
THE WORLD

At the close of business yesterday a total of
$32,459,266 had been paid on Chicago incomes, as
compared with $26,652,299.74 last year. The total
of taxable returns stood at 161,025, as compared
with 105,923 last March.

Champion taxpayer of them all, so far, is the
unidentified millioraire who filed a return today
showing he owes a tax of $450,000, indicating that
he may have made more than a million dollars in
1939.

It surpassed the second biggest tax payment by
$50,000.

Corporation taxes began to pour in as the day
advanced, and the largest of these was a payment
of $900,000 representing a corporate income of
about $3,000,000. The next largest was a payment
of $750,000, and there were half a dozen more of
$500,000. ...—Chicago Tribune, March 15.

The only food the Duke family had all day
Saturday was oranges which the father, Harry
L. Duke, bought with his Bast 20 cents, So when
the baby, Harry Jr., 14 months old, became ill
during the night the Dukes, having no money,
did not call a doctor.

Yesterday morning when the baby seemed
worse Duke left their home.... the child in
his arms. His wife was too ill to accompany
him. Duke’s first stop was at a physician’s
office nearby. He was told there was no hope..
at Henrotin hospital.... ‘attendants told him
his son was dead. There will be an inquest to
determine the cause of death.

Duke told Chicago avenue police that his wife
is expecting another child and that he has been
out of work for two years.... The family is
on relief—Chicago News, March 4.

Washington, March 13 (AP).—It cost Congress
$2,294 to shake hands with the King and Queen of
Great Britain last summer.

The item was disclosed today when testimony be-
fore a House appropriations subcommittee was made
public. The House and the Senate split the bill
evenly.

The reception, held for Their Majesties in the
Capitol rotunda, lasted less than an hour. The ex-
penses were largely for floral decorations, velvet
ropes and other incidentals.

The United Charities.... announce.... Chi-
cago rents are probably not as high as you
thought.

...it knows of a four-room unfurnished apart-
“ment.... for $6 a meonth..

The $6 home is a wood frame shantv hshind

——a store building—¥ou—1

4 DArrow passageway o elWeci (WO iuga o« {11d-
ings, a perfectly safe route except that occa-
sionally you have to fight big strong rats for
right-of-way.

There is no bathroom, but you can bathe nicely
in the kitchen sink. There is a toilet.... defect-
ive plumbing.... surrounds it with a pool of
water. Residents told U.C. the best way to get
there is to swim.

But, says U.C.,, “the sewage backs into the
bathtub.” — Chicago Times, March 17.

League Awaits Reply to
Proposals to Negotiate Unity

N MARCH 5 the Central Committee received a

reply to its proposal of February 9 that the

League and the Fighting Worker group open nego-
tiations for the unity of the two groups.

This reply, like a previous communication from
this group neither accepted nor rejected the pro-
posal of the League. It posed again a point which
the League has already fully clarified. It asked
again whether the League was ready to negotiate
on the basis of the 14 points of the Provisional
International Contact Commission.

In reply the Central Committee sent the Fighting
Worker group the following letter, which it hopes
will enable the two groups to begin negotiations.
Dear Comrades:

In your latest communication which was received
March 5, you ask again whether the League is
willing to accept the 14 points of the Provisional
International Contact Commission as a basis for
negotiations for unity of your group with ours.

The position of the Central Committee is:

The communications which have passed bet-
ween the two groups have definitely esta-
blished that, although there is serious di-
sagreement on a number of questions, the
two groups stand on the fundamental prin-
ciples of Marxism and that there is, there-
fore, a basis for unity.

The RWL (FW) wishes to make recognition
of the 14 points as a brief statement of
these principles, the basis for negotiation
for unity;

The Central Committee has twice explained
in considerable detail and at length in RE-
VOLT that it accepts them;

It now replies for the third time that it
does so; and that,

Therefore, representatives of the League are
ready to meet with representatives of your
group to discuss questions on which there
is disagreement and above all, concrete
policies and steps to apply the 14 points in
the class struggle.

We await suggestions from you as to time and”
place.




GANDHI BLOCKS
INDIA’S FIGHT
FOR FREEDOM

EVER has the situation been more favorable for

a successful struggle by India for freedom from
British imperialism. Britain is locked in a stale-
mated war with Germany. She faces the running
danger of also fighting Russia. In the Far East
Japan constitutes a perpetual menace. Italy more
and. more is revealed as a potential enemy waiting
for an opportune moment to cut Britain’s Mediter-
ranean life line. Use of the British fleet to put
down revolt in India would permit the Germany navy
to raid British and French shipping in the Atlantic
and Pacific almost with impunity and also to attack
the British coasts directly.

In India itself on March 4 more than a hundred
and fifty thousand cotton textile mill workers in
Bombay went out on strike. Thousands of workers
in silk mills joined them. They are still on strike.
Their main demand is for a fifteen per cent war
bonus.

On May 6 waiters in Hindu tea shops were re-
ported to have served notice of intention to strike on
March 10 unless they were given a twenty per cent
wage increase. Also on March 6 workers on the
Great Indian Peninsula Railroad adopted a resolution
threatening ‘“‘direct resistance” unless they received
a war bonus. No doubt British censorship has pre-
vented us from learning further details of what
appears to be a huge strike wave.

In these circumstances a clear call for an ir-
reconcilable struggle for complete freedom from
India would awaken a tremendous response. If the
leadership were intransigeant and prepared to fight
to the finish and to meet imperialist violence with
revolutionary force they would have every reason
to expect a favorable outcome.

UT THAT is precisely the trouble. The India

National Congress, now in session, is vacillating.
It has dissociated itself from the declaration of war
of the British government and has demanded un-
conditional freedom from Britain. But the right
wing under Gandhi is temporising. Gandhi demands
the right to determine by himself by what methods
and when the struggle shall commence. He has
disavowed the textile strike. He 1is openly for
moderation. He is looking for compromises with
the British government.

The left wing, led by Subhas Chandra Bose,
former president of the All-India Trades Union
Congress, and of the National Congress variously
reported as an admirer of Mussolini and a bearer of
red flags emblazoned with hammers and sickles, is
leading a militant fight in the Congress for an im-
mediate launching of ;a vast civi} disobedience move-

mow+  Once launched it would rapidly e great
- (Tienary.- energy and imethods ar it even.
sweeps aside moderators like Gandhi. ‘1rnus once

again Gandhi is proving that he is Britain’s best
friend, her most reliable prop in the struggle to op-
press the Indian people.

As John Gunther says in Inside Asia:
while he lives very little can happen; his death w1ll
on the other hand liberate forces almost certainly
tending to increase the strength 'of Indian national-
ism.”

Apparently this idea has occurred to people
who are suspected of being capable of acting on it.
For the press reports that Gandhi at the Congress
is being guarded by young men wearing uniforms
and carrying clubs. Strange policy for the apostle
of non-violence!

Why | Join the League

HICAGO, MARCH 18.—What are you doing to
insure the future of yourself and your children
against starvation, against your husband being out
of work, against your children getting out of school
with no place in society for them?

Do you still have your nose pressed against the
window of security or are you going to break the
window and help yourself?

I have taken the first step toward the guarantee
of safety for my eight-month old daughter and
myself. I am now a member of the Revolutionary
Workers League. What are you doing about your
economic and political problems? Are you going
to stay on the outside looking in?

3

K.

* % K

N 1938 I made what I thought was an entrance
into the class struggle by joining the Young
Communist League. There I learned how a worker
reduces himself to a non-militant in the class strug-
gle. I learned how best to confuse the workers in
their fight for economic liberation. I also learned
that the worker in America should not fight for his
own interests but for the interests of a bureaucracy
several thousand miles away.

Naturally these facts were not immediately ap-
parent, nor did the leaders of the YCL actually
preach this, but under the guise of fine sounding
phrases the workers were actually led to think and
act in this way. No attempt was made to bring the
fundamental conflict of capitalist society to the
rank and file.

In my efforts to find the right organization in
which to function in the class struggle, several, I
found, were seemingly on the right road, but the
group I found to be doing the best work in help-
ing build the revolutionary party and at the same
time publishing a workers’ paper in language a
worker can understand is the Revolutionary Workers
League (Revolt). I have apphed for membership.

F. H.

EW YORK—Sometime ago one of the workers in my shop got sick
and lost his job. He was getting $23.00 a week and worked a
power press. Another worker getting $18.00 was put on his job. After
a months’ experience he almost equaled the production of the worker
who held the job before. In two months he averaged the same output,
so naturally he asked the boss for a raise. The boss consented to $1,
but the worker refused it and demanded the same scale as previously
paid.

The boss got mad as a bull and told the worker—take it or leave
it. The worker tried to compromise, but the boss fired him. So he had
to start breaking in another worker to take his place.

This incident taught us workers a few things. We flgured out
that before the new man could reach normal production in two months
the boss would be behind at least $300.00. All because he didn’t want
to pay $4.00 a week more to a good worker who deserved it.

Some of the fellows thought the boss was a chump. But not all.

HE GENERAL opinion was more serious. They agreed with me
that this was good proof that the boss considered us dirt under
his feet.

“He knows he rules the roost and we have no defense because
we’re not organized,” said one fellow.

“Maybe to him $300 don’t mean a damn. But $4.00 a week would
be a fortune to me. It would nearly pay a month’s rent,” added a
young married worker.

“This only goes to show you we workers are in a class by our-
selves,” I said. “We are as different from the boss as steel is to
wood. The boss despises us because he is affraid of us. He’s scared
because if one worker talks up, maybe all of us will.

And that’s what we should do because this will happen again, and
we’ll be in the soup. A man spoke up for his just rights and look
what he gets! The boss knows what class he belongs to, the class
with power to exploit us. Its about time we realize that we belong to
the working class and that we have the power and strength to change
this when we get together. D. Whitman

Sharecroppers

Continued from Page One _

“Why don’t sharecroppers use guns?” he was asked. Kester replied
“I don’t believe in using gung. Surest way for sharecroppers to get
slaughtered. Landlords can get away with breaking the law. Share-
croppers cannot. If they beat your family, don’t retaliate, don’t resist.
This policy has earned us the respect of many people....” And again,
“Arming of sharecroppers is a stupid task. Organize is the task.
Personally I am a pacifist.”

An RWL member asked: “If the misery of tbe sharecroppers is a
result of being landless, 1) will obtaining the land gliminate this
misery, and 2) how can the sharecropper get the lam?" In answer
to the first question Kester stated he proposes “largfscala’ co-operstive
farming.” To the second, Kester answere" “T gmly sa- and sermble
way to get hold of the; Toi tRES, .overnm ~to puf. ase
the land and make it 'avallable to the péope—a. g t-.m interest.”
KESTER HIT the nail on the head when he said u .ot the struggle of

the sharecropper is more than a union striggle; 1+ i a struggle
for social emancipation. . J

But no struggle for social emancipation was.ever won by the
program which Kester advocates. Depend on the government he
said, in effect. But it is the government, as he explains, which is
pushing the crop reduction program which is driving 40,000 farmers
off the land each year. )

And it is this government which is making loans to landowners
to modernize their farms with tractors and is helping drive more
thousands off the land to migrate to California and Arizona

If this government ever introduces large scale farming it will
be only to pile up still greater profits for the big landowmers and
drive hundreds of thousands of additional small farmers, tenant
farmers and sharecroppers off the land.

Look at the AAA benefit payments!  Payments for 1937, said an
Agriculture Department report to Congress on March 4, totaled
$325,856,8817.

The average check sent 3,750,000 farmers who participated in the
1937 program was $75. Payments lag more than a year.

ORE THAN 200,000 farmers and corporations received $1,000 or

more, 272 farmers and corporations received more than $10,000.

The biggest single beneficiary for that year was the Metropolitan
Life Insurance Company which received $257,095.

A swell racket! This company collects dollars from workers for
insurance, invests it in mortgages in farm lands, squeeze the farmers
out through foreclosure and then collects benefits from the govern-
ment for not raising crops.

And it’s this government, thinks Kester, that is going to aid the
sharecropper achieve social emancipation!

When it comes to methods Kester’s views are just as bad. If you
get beat up, if your family gets beat up because you are fighting for
social emancipation don’t resist, don’t retaliate. Above all don’t use
guns because that’s the surest way to get slaughtered.

Kester may have the courage of a lion personally. He may not,
it makes no difference. His advice is yellow and cowardly.

That’s the way the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company and the
government want him to talk. That’s what they want the sharecropper
to think. That’s why Kester can win the respect of the enemy.

People who want to fight for and win social emancipation ecan’t
be pacifists. They don’t make the conditions of struggle. The enemy
makes them. Kester says himself that the union has had to contend
with gunmen, axe brigades and machine guns.

THE SHARECROPPER has the right to defend himself, against gun-
men, axe brigades and machine guns.

Naturally nobody advocates that the union get a bunch of machine
guns and wipe out the landowners. No. That wouldn’'t solve any
economic problems and it would be the surest way to be slaughtered.

But while the union organizes sharecroppers and fights for better
conditions it has the right and the duty to defend itself against attacks
by any and every means it can find or develop. If the enemy uses
guns the union has the right and the duty to defend the members of
the union and the sharecroppers who fight with it, with guns. If the
enemy uses machine guns the union has the duty to defend itself with
all possible means including machine guns.

That’s the kind of talk Kester should be thinking and making.
Then he will win the respect of the workers and desperate, istarving
sharecroppers. Experience shows that when the workers show they
mean fight the enemy thinks twice and three tjmes befor attacking.

J. Drake.

IN THE RICHEST
COUNTRY IN
THE WORLD

At the close of business yesterday a total of
$32,459,266 had been paid on Chicago incomes, as
compared with $26,652,299.74 last year. The total
of taxable returns stood at 161,025, as compared
with 105,923 last March.

Champion taxpayer of them all, so far, is the
unidentified millioraire who filed a return today
showing he owes a tax of $450,000, indicating that
he may have made more than a million dollars in
1939.

It surpassed the second biggest tax payment by
$50,000.

Corporation taxes began to pour in as the day
advanced, and the largest of these was a payment
of $900,000 representing a corporate income of
about $3,000,000. The next largest was a payment
of $750,000, and there were half a dozen more of
$500,000. ...—Chicago Tribune, March 15.

The only food the Duke family had all day
Saturday was oranges which the father, Harry
L. Duke, bought with his Bast 20 cents, So when
the baby, Harry Jr., 14 months old, became ill
during the night the Dukes, having no money,
did not call a doctor.

Yesterday morning when the baby seemed
worse Duke left their home.... the child in
his arms. His wife was too ill to accompany
him. Duke’s first stop was at a physician’s
office nearby. He was told there was no hope..
at Henrotin hospital.... ‘attendants told him
his son was dead. There will be an inquest to
determine the cause of death.

Duke told Chicago avenue police that his wife
is expecting another child and that he has been
out of work for two years.... The family is
on relief—Chicago News, March 4.

Washington, March 13 (AP).—It cost Congress
$2,294 to shake hands with the King and Queen of
Great Britain last summer.

The item was disclosed today when testimony be-
fore a House appropriations subcommittee was made
public. The House and the Senate split the bill
evenly.

The reception, held for Their Majesties in the
Capitol rotunda, lasted less than an hour. The ex-
penses were largely for floral decorations, velvet
ropes and other incidentals.

The United Charities.... announce.... Chi-
cago rents are probably not as high as you
thought.

...it knows of a four-room unfurnished apart-
“ment.... for $6 a meonth..

The $6 home is a wood frame shantv hshind

——a store building—¥ou—1

4 DArrow passageway o elWeci (WO iuga o« {11d-
ings, a perfectly safe route except that occa-
sionally you have to fight big strong rats for
right-of-way.

There is no bathroom, but you can bathe nicely
in the kitchen sink. There is a toilet.... defect-
ive plumbing.... surrounds it with a pool of
water. Residents told U.C. the best way to get
there is to swim.

But, says U.C.,, “the sewage backs into the
bathtub.” — Chicago Times, March 17.

League Awaits Reply to
Proposals to Negotiate Unity

N MARCH 5 the Central Committee received a

reply to its proposal of February 9 that the

League and the Fighting Worker group open nego-
tiations for the unity of the two groups.

This reply, like a previous communication from
this group neither accepted nor rejected the pro-
posal of the League. It posed again a point which
the League has already fully clarified. It asked
again whether the League was ready to negotiate
on the basis of the 14 points of the Provisional
International Contact Commission.

In reply the Central Committee sent the Fighting
Worker group the following letter, which it hopes
will enable the two groups to begin negotiations.
Dear Comrades:

In your latest communication which was received
March 5, you ask again whether the League is
willing to accept the 14 points of the Provisional
International Contact Commission as a basis for
negotiations for unity of your group with ours.

The position of the Central Committee is:

The communications which have passed bet-
ween the two groups have definitely esta-
blished that, although there is serious di-
sagreement on a number of questions, the
two groups stand on the fundamental prin-
ciples of Marxism and that there is, there-
fore, a basis for unity.

The RWL (FW) wishes to make recognition
of the 14 points as a brief statement of
these principles, the basis for negotiation
for unity;

The Central Committee has twice explained
in considerable detail and at length in RE-
VOLT that it accepts them;

It now replies for the third time that it
does so; and that,

Therefore, representatives of the League are
ready to meet with representatives of your
group to discuss questions on which there
is disagreement and above all, concrete
policies and steps to apply the 14 points in
the class struggle.

We await suggestions from you as to time and”
place.




	v3n05-w36-p1-mar-22-1940-revolt-066
	v3n05-w36-p2-mar-22-1940-revolt-067
	v3n05-w36-p3-mar-22-1940-revolt-064
	v3n05-w36-p1-mar-22-1940-revolt-066
	v3n05-w36-p2-mar-22-1940-revolt-067
	v3n05-w36-p3-mar-22-1940-revolt-064
	v3n05-w36-p4-mar-22-1940-revolt-065

	v3n05-w36-p4-mar-22-1940-revolt-065

