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Our brave comrade Basky is dead. His ihdomitable heart was
Strained‘to the breaking point by forty one fruiﬁful vears

of revolutionary work, -Proper care would have lengthened hié
lifé by fifteen years, Euﬁ would have excluded aotive work in
the organization. Even money which he might have used for med=
ical care he put into the movement, He did ths only thing poss-
viﬁie for4a revolutionary, He worked without pause for the nove=-

ment,

The death of comrade Basky is a great blow to the cause of re=
volutionary Marxism., Marxist, party builder, union man, a
member of the Central Cormittec and its Buro, relentless foe of
opportunism wherever it manifested itself,»genial comrade .~ he
sﬁmbolized the best in our reVolutionary tradition., As time

passes we will miss him more and more,

We can honor comrade Basky's meriory best by redoubling our

activity to build a revolﬁtionary partye.

Let his forty one years of unflagging devotion to the cause of
the working class and the revolution serve as a model for our

movenent,
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MOSCOW TRIALS N THE AUTD UNION

RANK AND FILE CALL FOR SPECIAL CCNSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIOW

-DETROIT, August 1.- With the silent approval of the two Stalinist mem-
bers suspended from office by President Martin of the U.A,W.,A,, Rich-
ard Frankensteen, one of the four vice-presidents on trial, declared
in a press statement recently that the present trials in the U,A,W,A,.
are being conducted "in typical Russian style." He hit the nail
squarely on the head, Merely substitute the Griswold building for

the Palace of the Soviets, prosecutor Davidow for Vishinsky, and su-
preme Dictator Martin for Stalin, and the setting for the analogy is
complete.

Were the relationship in the top of the U,A,W.A, reversed, with Frank-
ensteen president instead of Martin, and with his Stalinist masters
in the majority, and with Martin and Co. in the dock, the trials
would have been conducted in the same Stalinist fashion, even more
closely resembling the Moscow frame=~ups.

In these trials history is giving the suspended officers of the U,A.W,A,
and the Stalinists a slap on the cheek. The Stalinists loudly'con-
"demn these trials as dictatorial and Fascist. Were they conducted:
in the Soviet Union or, for that matter, with them in control here,
these same people would hail them as "fair and honest" and all their
lackéy liberal "friends" of the Soviet Union would justify and defend
them, When unprincipled class collaborators fight each other t o serve
the interests of the capitalist class, it all boils down to whose ox
is being gored.

CAPITALIST FORCES BEHIND THE TRIAL

Back of these revolting aspects of the Moscow trials in the U,A.W.A,
are powerful capitalist forces in United States politics (see July 16,
1938, issue of REVOLT), The anti-New Dealers (Pieper, Michel and the
Mulhalls in the Martin camp) coérrupt, red-bait and bribe the workers
in order to snipe~shoot at the New Deal from the right and strengthen
the capitalist offensive against the unions and the workers standard
of living. Back of them are to be found also the reformist and cent-
rist tendencies such as the Communist Party (Stalinists), Socialist
Party, Socialist Workers' Party (Trotskyites), and Independent Labor
League (Lovestoneites) that turn the struggle off class lines., The
latter groups are articulate and active participants on both sides
of the dispute, though the Soclalist Party members have taken back
seats during the showdown, These supposed-to-be working class revolu-
tionists are surrounded and supported by Mulhall fixers,

Here are a few little instances: The Trotskyites for many years pro-
tested and even now protest against the Moscow trials, especially -
against secret procedure. Today they defend the secrecy of these "Mos-
cow trials" in the U.,A,W,A, At the meeting of the Detroit and Wayne
County District Council of the U,AW,A,, held July 25, 1938, all of
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their members fought and voted against a resolution calling for an open
trial of the four ex-officers being tried and all of them voted against
it. The Lovestoneites have gone on record in their paper against the
Soviet frameups, but their oracle in the same council meeting vigorous-
1y and aggressively opposed the open trial resolution, He voted against
it with both hands., Stalinists, who plead for democracy in the union,
physically attacked Socialists distributing the Socialist Call-as well
as members of the Revolutionary Workers' League selling REVOLT, not to
mention Trotskvites selling the Socialist Appeal. To illustrate what
kind of democracy they want in the U,A.W,A, the Stalinist who recently
helped sell out the Tool and Die workers beat up a Lrotskyite from be-
hind with his fists, A Black Legionnaire in Martin's coon squad in the
Griswold building fight hit a member unionist with a brass knuckled
fist, cutting off his ear. Martin thus also proves to be for "pro-
gressivism, democracy and militancy” in the U.A.W,A, They call each
other insincere, They call each other liars, They call each other
Fascists,

Are they right or wrong in these charges? Is the street and union hall
comment about making fools of themselves and exposing each other cor-
rect? Anyone who carries out instructions of a political party openly
serving the interests of the capitalist class, or who tries to serve
three masters as does Martin who is “responsible to the employers, the
community, and the membership," or tries to put into effect a false
position on uhionism must lie, use roons and connive to make headway
in a mass production industry such as auto!{ From the standpoint of
these misleaders each in his turn is correct, Yet from the standpoint
of the workers as a class they are all wrong, and the only encouraging
thing about it is they are thoroughly exsosing each other., B

TROTSKYITES AND LOVESTONEITES IN ACTION

If you carry out a line of "open and aggressive support of Homer Mart-
in" in the Y,A,W,A, as do the Trotskyites, welcome his belated "educa~
tional campaipgn to expose the Stalinists to the membership" (Appeal,
Julv 23, 1938), and endorse his recd-baiting broadcasts, his union-wreck=
ing, his hooliganism as well as his STALINISY in relation to the trials,
then, believe it or not, you have a lot of explaining to do to the mem-
bership. The Trotskyite office boys in New York must indeed have a low
estimate of their U,A,W.A, rank and file if they fipure they can save
the union for Martin and class~collaboration simply bv getting Martin
and his "many opportunists, job-seekers, and reactionaries" to justify
these loscow trials as emergency measures to meet the situation cone
fronting him, Why! Stalin himself can truthfully state that in every
trial he was confronted with emergencies. But in both cases the emerg-
encies were brought on by the policies they themselves pursued. Both
Martin and the suspended officers are guilty of class-collaborationism,
broke strikes, put over sellouts, stole electinns, send goon squads
after militants, lie, connive, red-bait, Why, at the very first meet~
ing held by Martin to explain his case to the broad membership on July
29 in the lower West Side district, he was greeted with boos as he en=-
tered the school house. His goon squad then went into action, One of
them drew a pistol and badly beat up a worker attendant. Many of the
workers who had gone to hear him left in disgust. Another fact. The
room in the Griswold building used for the headguarters of the Inter-
national's Education Department was also the headquarters of Martin's
goon squad on the first day of the second trial (July 25).
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In a statement to their followers instructed to carry out their line in
the U,A,W,A, the Trotskyvite generals editing the Appeal in New York
manifest a lower level of understanding of the problem of leadership
than do the members of the union generally, Whereas they want Martin's
"twenty point program concretized to the present situation," the broad
membership are putting forward resolutions for a comstitutional conven-
tion (not the special convention the Stalinists threaten but do not
"mean to call) but a rank and file convention,

The broad membership knows that the 20 point program endorses the pre-
sent burocratic constitution which gives Martin a legalistic cover even
for this last Moscow trial, It legalizes the appointment of dictators
over various local unions, It legalized his acts in relation to the

. latest General Motors sellout. It legalized nearly everything done by

these hopeless misleaders to produce the present crisis,

The role of the Trotskyltes in these Moscow trials is more contemptible
than that of the other tendencies., They have been the victims of Mos-
cow trials for a long time and they should know better than to assist
in planting this burocratic weapon on United States soll or anywhere
else, The Lovestoneites, on the other hand, are the brain-~trusters for
~ Martin in his dictatorial moves., They steam-rollered the burocratic
decisions of the Milwaukee convention, applied them in actlion and thus
helped produce the present erisis, It was the Lovestoneites who made

a red-=baiting sheet out of the United Automobile Worker., It was they
who prepared Martin's red-baiting radio speeches, condemming any "small
minority with a particular philosophy from seizing control of the
union," Indeed their value to the caplitalist class for their work in

~ the auto industry and the U.A,W,A, is immeasurable.

PATHETIC ROLE OF THE SOCIALISTS

At the Milwaukee convention or soon afterward the Soclalists went into
the Unity caucus with no policy of their own, They began to distine
~guish themselves from the Stalinists on the war question, leaning to-
ward Martin and the Lovestoneites on this point., When the showdown -
came in the present Moscow trials, they together with the Stalinists,
appealed to John L, Lewis for intervention, They opposed withholding
of per capita taxes from the International., They opposed a special
convention to institute an entirely new leadership, a class struggle
policy, and a new democratic constitution. In a word, the Socialists
have been unable to play an independent role or to stick with either of
the main contending forces, Which means exactly this: after bho pre-
sent victims of the axe are disposed of, the very next purge will in-
‘clude Reuther, Mazey, Tracy Doll and Co., unless they adopt a third,
correct, independent posdl tion along with the militants in the U,A.W.A,
who advocate class struggle, a class struggle leadership and a prank and
file controlled, democratic union,

There 1s still another tendency represented in the person of Larry Dav-
idow. It plays a dastardly role in these trials, It is the Social
Democratic Federation, known in Europe for its alleglance to the capit-
alist class, He is Martin's prosecutor, and a real counterpart of the
Soviet Vishinsky, except that these Moscow trials occur in the United
States before the revolution, Fifty supporters of the suspended off-
icers on trial, composed of indignant rank and filers as well as Staline
ists, entered the Griswold building, They asked to be let in to wit-
ness the trial, When this was refused they asked for a delegation from
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among their number to sit, A committee from the Committec of Logal Pre-
"sidents was also refused entry., Scuffling and fistic combat began in
the corriders of the International's headquarters, after which the "in-
vaders" staged a sit-down strike, delaying the trial for a day. Mart-
in's flunkies called in the cops to have them evicted. In one room sat
the "invaders." In another were Martin's goons. When the Lieutenant
of the Red Squad .arrived, Davidow gave him directions, He pointed out
the room in which the "invaders" were sitting, remarking, "These are
the Communists," He supplies red-baiting evidence to the police, to
Martin, and to reactionaries generally. For this he has been exalted
by the capitalist press. He and Martin are foremost figures in these
Moscow trials, Davidow's actions on the first day of the second trial
were round%% condemned by the delegates to the Detroit and Wayne County
District Council of the U,A,W,A, in their meeting of July 25, 1938,

Trhough social forces are the principle factors contending in the trials
and in the drawn-out fight in the U,A,W,A,, personal ambition for power
plays an important role. The personal ambitions of Frankensteen puffed
up by the Stalinists had a great deal to do with Martin's desperate
measures in the interests of his own personal career, The Stalinists
cannot forget that Martin endorsed Hillman to supplant John L, Lewis

as chairman of the C,I,0, at the first conference of leading C.I,0.
figures when Hillman spoke before the Economic Club in New York City.
Hence all their belly-crawling before John L, Lewis to get him to in-
tervene against Martin, Lewis! failure to intervene so far has been a
source of bitter disappointment to both the Sthlinists and the Social-
ists. That is why they conceded to the indefinite postponement of the
Michigan State Convention of Labor's Non~Partisan League, which means
no convention this year, which means they have scrapped their log-
rolling arrangements with Frankensteen, theéir boy of destiny, which
means. they are putting up their own members as candidates on the Demo~
cratic ticket, Their slogan 1s: "For President Roosevelt, Governgr
Murphy, and Progressive Legislation.," No doubt they figure that since
President Roosevelt had convinced Lewis to intervene in settling the
Chrysler strike, Murphy or Roosevelt will now convince him to intervene
in the union erisis, [The Stalinists thoroughly understand the value to
the capitalists of a class collaborationist union in this critical per-
iod of capitalist decay.

DILEMMA OF JOHN L. LEWIS AND THE NEW DEAL

But why has Lewls refused .to intervene? For precisely the reason given
in the July 16 issue of REVOLT: Roosevelt and the New Deal are re¢treat-
ing before the offensive of anti-New Deal capitalists, It follows lo-
glcally that the New Deal's right hand man in the labor movement, John
L, Lewis, is retreating in like manner, The truth is, the Stalinists
are telng hit from all sides now through no one's fault but their own,
They well deserve this punishment for their war-mongering, their at-
tempt to supplant one class collaborationist dictatorship in the U,A.W.A,
with another, and the defeats they organized for the working class,

The four suspended vice-presidents of the U,A,W,A, will 'be thrown to:
the wolves on August 6, 1938, The charges against them, boiled down,
amount to "disruption, "diversion," and "conspiracy," startlingly sim-
ilar to those in the regular Mcscow trials., One dissimilarity between
thls trial and those in Moscow is the chest-pounding confessions, The
defendants Have not had to make any confessions as get, Instead they
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hurl back counter charges of stool-pigeoning, graft-taking, red-baiting,
etc, But the charge that dictator Martin fears most is to be squelched
during the recess to August 6 by changed rules of procedure., All test-
imony must now be presented in afiidavit form on or before Wedresday
previous to the Saturday when the trial reconvenes, This simplifies
the expulsion of the accused, "Having considered all the evidence be-
fore us," Martin's.press statement will most likely say, "we found them
guilty., " |

Many union members were very indipgnant about the trial procedure. Why
are only the guards or goons allowed to sit in? Why do the defendants
have to ask questions only through the prosecuting attorney? Why this
cat and dog fight? Both sides are guilty! The purge goes on not only
in the center, but also in Flint, Michigan; Tarrytown( New York; Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin where "disrupters," "diversionists,” and "communists"
are painted red by the reactionaries,  Dictatorships have been set up
over more local urnions, Among.others, Local 174, of which Walter Reuth-
er is president is being broken up into several small locals headed by
Martinites., The Tretskyltes are striking "pay dirt" for the services
they sold to Martin, The International is threatening to pull the
charter of Leocal 174, Lecal 212, of which Emil Mazey 1s president is
being attacked from both sides, Exeeutive board members vacillating
between the twe tamps are subject to terrific bull-dezing both by word
and: by brass knuckles on the hands of goons, Locals #2 and #51 are in
serious danger of -attack from the heavy hand of the Martin burecracy.

MILITANT IEFT WING THE NEED OF THE. HOUR

As soon as the present purge is consummated another will ensue., Fol-
lowing that another and arother, unless and until the whole course of
the union is radically changed by resolute class struggle militants in
open revolt against the 20 point program, the Frankensteen program and
all others like them; in open revolt against the most burocratic U.A.W.A.
constitution, a weapon for class coilaborationism; in open revolt
against Moscow trials both in the U.A,W,A, and in Moscow; and in open
revolt against all class collaborationist leadsrs,

Against all these fakers and their treachery, the militants, the real
militants with understanding and principle, must carry on the struggle
of the auto workers to a higher level, The auto workers fought hard

for a constitutiornal, industrial union, They put up a progressive fightt
arainst the reactionaries, Collins and Dillon. They exercised excep-
tional historical initiative in their strike strugzles to make the
U.AW,A, 2 mass union in 1936 and 1937.

The problem 1is to adopt a constitution worthy of a mass union, to save
industrial unionism for t he automobile workers through custing the
misleaders on both sides of the "cat and dog" fight in the Internation-
al, by putting the control of the union into the hands of the members.

How is that to be done? Communicate with all locals of the U,A.W,A,

Get them to send delegates to a conference which will set up a conven-
tion organization committee, authorized and mandated to organize a
special convention of the U.,A.W,A, for the purpose of electing an en-
tirely new leadership, adopting a class struggle policy, and supplanting
the present burovcratic constitution with a democratic one. For this the
organization of a militant Left Wing is indispensable.
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In view of the resentment and criticism prevalent in the rank and file

of the U.,A,W,A, towards the constitution adopted at Milwaukee ~ far more
burecratie than.thc onc preceding it, REVOLT publishes for the inform-
ation of its readers a resolution introduced into Local #3 of the U.A,W.A.
expressing the sentiment of the rank and file. ‘

RESOLUTION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

Whereas, The present constitution of the International Union, United
Automobile Workers' of America permits contracts to be signed
without rank and file ratification; and,

Whereas, The present constitution permits the International executive
board to place dictators over local bodies without the cone
sent of the affected locals; and,

Whereas, The gag rule over the International executive board keeps the
rank and file in ignorance of the attitudes and voting of
individual members; and,

Whereas, The power of interpretation of our loosely written gnd poorly
defined constitution is vested in the International officers
and gives them the power to suspend and expel without rank
and file concurrence; and,

Whereas, The present constitution does not correspond with the con-
stitution as written in the proceedings of the Milwaukee Con-
vention and approved by the delegates, and since the legality
of this constitution is seriously questioned;

Therefore Be Jt Resolved, That this body go on record supporting a
movement within the U.A,W,A. to revise the constitution in
such manner that it will remedy the above mentioned grievances
which today seriously threaten the existence of the I.U.

Be It Further Resolved, That should a special convention be called to
straightend out the squabble within the International exec-
utive board, we, the delegates to the District Council, go on
record in favor of a Constitutional Convention.

Presented by member of Local #3.

- NOTE: This resolution was burocratically ruled out of order by Edward
Hertz, vice-president of the Greater Detroit and Wayne County
District Council of the I.¥., U.A.W.A.

The resolution is perhaps incorrect in two minor respects, first
about the present constitution being so loosely worded, and se-
cond, about it not corresponding with that approved by the dele-
gates to the Milwaukee Convention. The Milwaukee Constitution.is
the product of the steam-rollered convention, fathered by John

L, Lewis' guarantor of burocratic constitutions, one Ora Gasaway,
and is unworthy of an organization that should stand for demog-
racy from top to bottom is pointed out from the many correct
observations made in the resolution,
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WITH NEGRO QUESTION

SOLUTION IS CLASE STRUCGGLE NOT 1“AC* STRUGGLE

DETROIT, Aug. 6, 1938.~ At the June 20 meetlng of the Detroit and Wayne
County Industrlal Union Council, a special committee was set up to hand-
le the Negro question for the C,I.0. in this area., . In both the Kroger
And American Brass strikes the dquestion was p01ntedly brought to the
attention of council members, Reverend J., Frank Norris!' "“undamental~
ist" movement of Protestant relinionists, along with Negro agents of
Ford, Brigss and other henchmen of black reaction advocate scabbing with
evangellcal fervor, They are responsible for many black faces in the
ranks of the loyal employees. On the side of the pickets were to be

" found such courageous fighters as Refoe Wilkes, Brother Keys, Albert
Newton and Manuel Rickard. Unfortunately, in the midst of the strike
battles, epithets are often hurled at scabs for their color as well as
for their scabbing, This shows that white pickets and white workers
generally bear a greater responsibility for the perpetuation of the
Negro question,

The Ford lotor COmnan' "the greatest employer of Negro labor in this
district, is v101ouslj anti-union., Through its Service and Personnel
‘ departments it keeps its employees divided along racial and political

-lines, The organization of the l'ord Rouge plant.will greatly help
establish better relations between Negro and white workers.

The special committee set up by the C.I.0. to work on the colored ques-
tion felt this aspect to be serious enou~h to state the following in
its first report to the Council:

"There have been several acts committed by members of the various
unions! locals, in violation of the laws and principles of indust-
rial unionism, which acts of misconduct of union members toward
other members have caused a feeling of unwelcome to prevail, more
especially among the Negroes, members and non-members; the results
of which can easily be seen in the non-attendance of the Negro mem-
bers at the union meetings, and the failure of others to join the
unions, who are working withln the same industrieq with those who
are members of the unions,"

What workingmen everywhere need to begin to learn is that unless and
until they overcome the divisive influences perpetuated by capitalist
society, the labor movement will not move ahead. When workers carry
Into action the slogan of class against class in place of race against
race, then the working class of all shades - black, red, white, brown,
and yellow - will be able to look back upon the jungle culture of race
discrimination in capitalist society with as much horror as the present
generation views the practice of chattel slavery.

Pi ”LUCTION IIAN
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CHICAGO, Aug, 19,- The border clash2c between thie Soviet Union and Jap-
an which began July 27 are important s an indicator cf the tewmpe at

which the capitalist world is dfir“ﬂ" towzr? worid gsar. Lrhanitafong hill
is of vital military ir poruan’A te poth countriecs, It domlracos the
only desirable submarine hasc in tu region (sonsiet Lev) outaide of.
Vladivostok, and also the stratcegicully ig}@:tazt Jarercss railwey 5%
miles away built by the Japancro to dostrey Viadiwvosiolr as the chief
outlet for the vast Manchurian-Xorear hintorlandc. T

is temporary indced. DIo sconer wos it signea Y i 8
occurred on Sakhalin Islancd., Dispatch.s ste a i as
rassed one million trcoops &nd Juhan ooc 00C of fts cwrack Suenbung regi-

In a purely military sensc, the Covist government anpears to be the
aggreseor in this as in other porder incidents, Ehistorically, however,
as evidencced by the whole postwar pericd, Japanacg immerialism is irlven
by her own iInternal contraldicticns to tho complebte coicucst ci Asia,
The fanous Frotocol of Prnnzcr Tenaka (1926 amply dennnshrates the aims
of Japan's ruling class: ~rorcsful domination oP the For Znst as her
province, The over-de bpeﬁlng crisis In Japan has prhﬁncsl & poarrancnt
ferment among the Japanesc workers and ;La,udt., iviug the Japﬁnase

capitalist class to cver morc franz
by conguest and ruthlcss dictatorsh

cd thAWp+s to expand her markets
P and supnres at horice

i
iz

Since Japan cccupied Manchuria in 1931-23 therc have been srorcs of
border clashes with tho Soviet Union, Sincs HMay 1934, 54 such border
ircidents have been renortsd., Thelr seriousness and scope Liave ine
creased each year. A serious clacgh tock place in Junc-July 1937 over
possession of several small islands in the frmr river, The nilitary
struggle for Chankufeng hill is a resuiption of the undeclared war bo-
tween Japan and the Soviet Union, Ths enormous extent of the casualtic
on both sides in the past period have becn hidden from the world, Now
they can no longer be hidden.,

SOVIZET STRATECY .
The Stalinists shrcwdly picked a very goed time Cor thelr military ad-

venture, IZuropec is in a knot over Spain and Czechoslovakia, Japan is
mired in the interior of China., The amazing fCSkufaan of the Chincse

armies has sobercd the Japanesec ﬁ"gb Command, or a morent the Stalin-
ist aqvcntuxe helped the Chinesc in a rillturr waye. Lt pricked the bub-
ble of Japanese omnipotence uy forcing it to sue for peace. The Tokyo

government was forced to- push QWJlCNQuLC negotiations for a trucs cver

Chunxufcng. Furthermore, the clash was calculated to recapbture Soviet

presticc in the Far LZast and throughout the world, But it used typic-

ally imperialist tactics to do so., Ag far as the Stalin regime 1s con-
cerned the proletariat is to be lcft completely out of the picturs cex=-

cept as a pawn in the military struvgsls.

In the hands of Stalinism the foreign policy of the goviet State has
become openly counter-revolutionary. It has long ago ccased to be based
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on the extension and promotion of wcrld revolutiones Since 1924 a pro-
ccss of economic and political retrogression back to capitalism has setb
in, Th: pressure of the world bourgecoisic on the Soviets, strengthenrned
by the defeats of the working clasz in the principlc capitalist count-
ries has seriously affected Soviet life., Today Soviet forcign policy
is designed to stifle the revolutionary action of the world working
class. The Soviet burocracy, originally compcsed of workers, is now a
historically unique petty~bourgeois estratum, with interests favoring
the bourgeolsie and conflicting with those of the proletariat,

The Soviet Unlon joined the League of Nations sct up by the victorious
allies to maintain the oppressive Versailles Treaty, It betrayed the
Spanish workers by supporting the capitalist Loyalist State and its
suppression of all attempts by the workers to cverthrow it, Henri
Cachin, head of the French Commmunist Party, broke the metal trade strikes
in the munition factories under the clogan of Support Democracy against
Fascism, The French tourgeoisie itself could not manufacture better
propaganda for enlisting thie workers into another imperialist war, The
United States Stalinists announce beforehand their loyal cupport of the
"democratic!" nations thus piving the capitalists expert advice for core
2lling the working class in the next war,

Whilc Japan's policy of expansion and conquest can be characterized as
imperialist, how can we describc¢ the foreipgn policy of the Soviet Unilon
in the Far East? The autonomy of the national rinoriticecs within the
Soviet Union has long ago been crushed, It is cnlv a step now to extend
this policy outslde the USSR, To do this it does not have to formally
annex territory as Germany did Austria or Japan Manchuria, With proper
preperations, the "population" can always be gotten to "appeal' for in-
clusion into tha USSR, This policy fits in with the typically imperiale~
ist strategy the Stalinists now pursuc in their forcign relations,

WHERE IS THE SOVIET UNIOXN GOING?

It is well known the U,S, recogrized the Soviet Ynion in 1936 nct only
for commercial purposed but also to use it against Japan which was tak-
ing over Manchuria, 7Tcday the United States is concluding a commercial
agreement with the Soviet Union by which the latter promises the U,S,.
an annual purchase of 40 million worth of goods in return for most-
favored-nation treatment, The Stalinists in this country are pressing
continuously for a Soviet-U,S, nlliance, This is one explanation of
their support of Roosevelt and the Hew Deal,

Hitler's recall of 60 German military advisers to thc Chinese army left
roorn for the influx of Russian advisers and arms to replace them, This
situation is exactly what Borodin sought to introduce 12 years ago when
Chiang Kai-Shek massacred and exccuted the revolutionary proletariat,
China and Kussia arc drawn together in a common hatred of Japan. Having
now the inside track in Chinese military affairs, and confident of its
strengthened position in the Far East, the Stalinist burocracy has
fanned war chauvinisn to white heat, Two recent events illustrate this
very well, On Sunday, July 24, the annual physical culture parade of
thousands of “ussian athletes and youth of the Red Army shouted before
Stalin their "readiness to teach Japan a Bolshevik lesson," The parade
was turned into & monster demonstration in defiance of Japan, Alexander
Kosareff, head of the Young Cormmunist League, voiced loyalty to Stalin
by asking him "at the first sign of alarm to grant us the right to teach
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Japan to refsr with respect and veneration to our boloved Soviet power,”
Agair, on August 2, "antiewar" mass weetings wer: held throushcut the
Sov1et Jnlon cclet “’flng the 24th anvivoercary of JGermanwls declaraticn
of war against Impsrial Russiv. The re2l purnpose of thowre anti-war ce-
lebraticns was to rally the Soviet masses in o var ggpcoinst Japan or Ger-
manye The Red Star, Soviet arny organ ays: "Ths provceantion of the
Japzness nilitarists is a link in their chaln ox proparations against
the Soviet Union., Ve will renly with a Llow onm¢r¢u7 eucugh to blow
thar: (the Japanese} off th: face of the ocorth,

-
Q

Due tc the growing pressure from thoe caplialist clase Stalin rmist crush

- the remnants of th: Cctober rewvoluticrn, wips out the ¢li revolutisnists,

o

‘urirg the present crisis with Japon i hs_rvwovteq that widc-opread
purges arc taking place in tho Soviot Fap Z2g:, snd ibat “'trmvsky, for
twenty voors head of the Ukrainc Pepurblic, has been remored from that
post. Also,that Dimitroff and Irylenke ~nd psesibly Litvinov and Xa-
linin are po sibly neaded for “he cxecubtioner's block, The present
border clacsh car bs ussd o convict thess formsr Eslchevilzs if they come
to trial, There are perhaps millions wnho mutsly opo-se Stolints prescnt
policy 2t home and abroad, <In the rocent slecktions #o the Congress of
Soviets, one million kallots were invﬂliaqtr”. Put there is notliing
like a2 war to =0lidify the nation baokind « Suprernc leader,

ot

In zpite of ths atove, however, ths sccinliged propeorty forms and the
traditions of tlic OctubGP Eevolution £+1i1l lingcr in ths USSR, They
constituce cbjectlve factors of the great'st value in the world struge-
gle of tn: proWCtarlat to reestprbliciz tho Sovizte and restore the Sove
iect Unien to the path toward Soclalilz:z,

STRATECY OF WORIL REVOLUTION

The stratcgy of the world revoluticon teaches the workers how to taks
advauboge of capitalist war and other contradictlions of the present
system to further the rcevolution. But ws must never forget that the
working class losces through the support of a capitaiist state, "demoe
cratic" or fascist, in pence or in war, Howevor, suck a war may weaken
end bring about the defeat of Japanesc imporialism and thus stir up a
social revolution in Japain, Victory in Chira may result in an advance
of the naticnalist reveclutiorn, in the forward surge of the vast millions
toward sociel emancipation. ﬁurfhermore the above ronditions create
the basis for undermirdng Staliniem in *he racks of the working class,.
& revelution in Japan would unlecs: the giLu“th social forces in the
Far Iast,

These results arc of tremendous advantegs to the prolotarian revolution,
but would be completely negated if the class pursues & policy of class
peace during or after thc war, Only a revolutionary larxist party
stecled and tested by events can insurc the class final victory.

But wouldn't the Soviet Union usc its victorious Red ‘anics to extine
gulsh the revolutions ignited by the GOllQPue of Japanése imperialism?
Urdoubtedly, Stalinist policy would air at that result. But would it
succeed? That ia an open guestion, If a revolutionary Marxist Party
arises in Russia it might turn the tide for the world revolution,

War in the Far East is lnevitable, 8Since it cannct be avoided it
should be fought under conditions most advantageous to the proletariat
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of all the countries involved, The pre esent circumstances arc not at all
favorable for the workers, Wowhcecre 1s there evidencc tedar of serious
class action by the proletariat in Japan, Chins or cven in Czechoslov-
akia, On the contrary, the political qn& military conguvcturu is favor-
able for the promotion of Stalinist policies,

However, if the prescnt struggle should leave the "berder incident!
stage and broaden out into a war, - declared or undeclared - of the pro-
portions of the China-Japan sbrumplb then the only course for the work-
ing class of the world would be defcrse of the Soviet Union ngainst the
historic imperialist aggressors, This course would depcnd for its suc-
cess on the substitution of a policy cf revolutnonarv Marxism for the
anti-proletarian policy of Stalinisn This implies, in turn, 2 struggle
to the death against the Stalinist Durﬁcrﬂcy including civil war within
the war of dexbnse of the Soviet Union,

The attitude of the Japanese Marxists toward Japanesc imperialism can
be no other than that of revolutionary defeatism. By playing the gane
of the capitalists, Stalinism has succecded in enme shing the Scviet
Urion and a large part of the working class of the world into the net
of capitalist diplomacy., It is necessary to return to the old Bolshevik
program of world peace through the overthrow of world capitalism, the
cause of war, The only road to peace is the working class revolution:
*n Japan a social revolution of the Jepanese workers and peasants over
‘their capitalist class; in the Soviet Union a political revolution by
the workecrs to OVcPthrOW the Stalinilst burocracy and recestablish the
organs of working class power - the Soviets, or thcge purposcs a new
Cormmuni 8t Party rmst be built in the Soviect Union and throughout the
world = the Cormunist Fourth Intcrnational,

MILITARISM IN THE UNITED STATES...

"Militarism in the United States since the World War has assumed nen-
acing proportions., It now constitutes an integral part of the struct-
ure of American capitalism, Compulsory military training has already
penetrated the educational system. 1In the Phillippines a conscript
colonial army has been created ab an outpost against other imperialist
vowers. The struggle aﬁalnst war in the United States must ‘nclude 2
systematic struggle against the new forms of American militarism," (THE
TORKERS ANSWER TO BOSS WAR, 5¢, published for the Revolutionary Workers
League, U,S.,, by DRIOS PPESS 58 E, 14th St,, New York, N, Y,.)

In 1938, the -United States Army used almost one half billion dollars
supposedly to protecct this country from foreign invasion, but in real-
ity to handle what the War Department consziders the most probable war:
civil uprising in the United States of a social character,

The advantage that U.S. imperialism has over other capitalist naticns

is its tremendous production plant capable of being converted over night
into the most powerful war machine in history. In the World War four=
tecen months were required to throw one million fighting men into actione.
This could be done today in 48 hours,
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*AGANST NORTH-SOUTH WAE DFFERENTIA

WAGES AND HOURS BILL A FRAUD

0f what benefit will the "Wages and Hours Bill" be to labor? It is not
so very hard to guess when you consider the effect the N.R.A. had on .
- wages. When this new law goes into operation it will be more detrimenw=
tal than the old invalidated N.R.A. which brought wages to the lowest
level, considerably reducing workers'! standards of living, Here are
some filgures to give a clear view of what this so-called progressive
labor measure will do for the wage earners as a whole, '

Figures show that between 1919 and-1929 in the New England cotton ine
dustry employment dropped from 190,000 to 117,000, while during the
same period In four Southern states employment rose from 117,000 to
247,000, The N.R.A. encouraged the exodus of manufacturing lndustry to
the South by its wage differentials, Our dear old everescheming Presi=
dent, in paying bounties for the reduction of cotton-acreage, incident-
ly increased the supply of cheap labor available for the expansion of
the cotton industry of the South, Chasing after cheap labor became cone
tagious, A' sizeable portion of the steel industry moved*' to Birmingham
because of low wages. 4 _

In May 1938 Birmingham steel plants operated at 66% of capacity compared
to Chicago's 32% and Pittsburg's 25%. In the North the average industrie
al worker's yearly wage is $774 while the Southern industrialist pay one
1y $598, Now $176 per year is quite a cut from the wages of low paid
workers, "The Minimum Wages and Hours Bill" because of the wage differ=
ential favors employers in the South., It provides for a lower starting
wage., Seven years of cmployment is required before the highest pay is
agsured, Exodus of industry to the South will be further stimulated, A
-general reduction in wages will follow, The acute unemployment sityation
in the North will be aggravated,

To tolerate any law based on wage differentials is an indictment of or-
ganized labor, and its leadership in particular, The scoundrels in high
places know very well the misery this differentiation has brought, Such

a law would never have come into being if Roosevelt and the exploiting
gangsters 1n industry did not have the ald of subsidized and collaborae
tionist stooges like Green and Lewis and the putrid liberals and petty
intellectual scum who stop at nothing in their struggle against the
workers, These degenerated "leaders of labor" are not interested in ale
leviating the distressed conditions under which industrial’ and WPA wore
~ kers must live, nor have they any regard for the starving unemployed old
men, women and children existing under most inhuman conditions on relief,

The wage differential clause in the Minimum Wages and Hours Bill will
" hammer wages down lower than did the N.R.A., because the living standards
are lower as provided in the bill, It will tend to destroy whatever mass
organization exists below the Mason-Dixon line. It will reduce the higher
in the Northe It will tend to revive the old antagonism bgtween the Nort:
and South, To some people this law appears liberal and beneficial, In
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reality it is vicious in contcant and intents It is designed to perpetu-
ate the o0ld demarcation bctween the Northern and Southern workers and
between Negro and white workers and to discourage unity in action,

Labor cannot afford to allow any law or atate machine to inflict lower
living standards on workers on a geographical or racial basis, It 1s

our duty to fight demagogucs in our own ranks and all reactionary laws
inimical to our interests, Labor must brush aside all racial and natione
al prejudices and unite all workers into a massive force capable of
overthrowing the fast-rotting capitalist system and set up a workecrs'
government whose only interest will be the right for every man, woman
and child to propor food, clothing, shelter and the pleasures of life,

BEN PALIFERRO

 PLILRE OF A NEW DFAL FLOPHOUSE

Detroit, Mich,, July 30,= Fisher Lodge, officially-called "The Wayne
County Bureau For Homeless and Unattached Persons", is a place where
single unemployed men without homes slcep and eat--that is, provided
they have resided in Detroit for one year, It 1s situated near the
center of the towvm, off along the Detrolt River a way from the prying-
eyes of tourists and foreign visltors such as Prince Bertil of Sweden,
. who recently camc to admire "our" institutions. Fisher Lodge occupies
the six story structure of what was formerly a machinc shop. The Lodge
houses about 800 men, It is always full==indeced new recrults arc turne
ed away every day or clse sent to Eloisc, a hospital for the poor and
insane;. The inside looks like a warehouse, with the fourth and fifth
floors covered with double~decked cots for sleeping,

The whole atmosphere is that of a prison, When one worker asked anow-
ther what is the difference between the Lodge and a prison, he was told
that there is none, except that the Lodge has no tars. For, although
one is free to go and come as he likes, he lacks the financial means to
f£i1ll his leisure time, unless he is expert at "hustiing" (dice shrowing)
or "on the stem" (panhandling), Consequentliy, you just hang around the
"recreation room", which is a factory rloor covered with park benches
and a few card tables, or pass your time on the boat decks, '

Every occupant performs two days of labor a week in the building, All
work is done by thé men, with the exception of a small staff on the
permanent pay rolls The msals, fcor which you have to stand in line for
as long as an hour, cost the city about four cents per person, I was
told by those working in the kitchen Unet the Zood is purchased from
wholesale grocers who can no longer “'use the stuff", HNearly everytody
suffers from stomach disorders. The diet is heavwy and unbalarced. I
have secen more than one fellecw lriag on his bed In a sbtupor, hclding his
stomach, Bad colds and coughs are common, Ventilation is rfcul, Ve
are not permitted to occupy cur beds between 8:30 in the morning and
4:30 in the afternoon, A decent night's rest is almost impossible,

The weary among us try to get rest on the hard park benches in the "rew
creation roome
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Ag it Do o-chtod, gtealing is rife ih the Lodzee I put ny shoes under
my piddy -t ni-ht to be surc Lo have thien in the uorning. Tho purpose. of
stealin_ 1o to Jk”OHOJG rubtry=dub {cheap alconnl) +ith the fer pennies
gotten from the pawvnshops on Michigan Avenue nearbye, To men compelled to
live in the Lodge there is not much to look forward to under this damme
able systems Drink 1s one "solution",

Another instance, A Polish worker stole a cheap lighter, I knew him to

be an unemployed workers from the Ford River Rouge Plant, While huge
sums are spent to celebrate Ford's 75th birthday, this worker had to live
on $7.50 a week (unemployment oomponsatlon) for three or four months or
at least until he got called back to the Rouge plant, Starvation, mal-
nutrition were responsible for his act of stealing. Last year conditions
were even worse, The UAWA improved them somewhat. Of course, the labor
burocrats in the UAWA had in mind primarily getting votes for Murphy.,
After the elections they kept their hands off the Lodgc because of pos=
sible embarrassment to Murphy who is troubled enough in Wayne and other
counties by the relief crisis, Last week a rank and file movement was
organized in the Lodge to get clothes for WPA workers, It met with some
success, This shows that the Lodge can be improved by organization.

The press fosters the impression that the Fisher Lodge "pogies" as we
call one another, are a bunch of shiftless tramps who do not wish to
work. Thls is notblng but capitalist propagandsz which calls us "builders
of soc1ety when we produce profits for them, and shiftless tramps when
we can't get work., It 1s true there are the usual number of slum pro-
letarians in the Lodge, but for the most part, the occupants are workers
thrown out of industry, with no place to stay and no way to eat,

When conditions force these men to take up the march against the capite~
alist stateé in earnest, t sr will agctitlc atcounts with those responsible
for these hell-holes., Human beings cannot survive under such miserable
conditions, The workers must build a soclety which abolishes such hu=
miliatlng and degrading institutions as Fisher Lodge.

FISHER LODGE "POGIE"

L OPLITS

Los Angeles, Cal,~ Four C.I.O. unions voted to withdraw from the
Industrial Union Council controlled by Harry Bridges, czar of the
dwindling Maritime Federation of the Pacific, They are the Intere
national Ladies Garment Workers, the United Automobile Workers, the
United Rubber Workers and the United Shoe Workers unions, They all
charge Bridges with bringing the Industrial Council under the cone
trol of the Communist Party.

WHERE TO BUY REVOLT IN CHICAGO

Postoffice News Universal Bookshop Workers Center
37 West Monroe 1614 West Madison 1806 West North
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ON_THE_LABTR_PARTY

: Auzust 15th, 1938,
Dear Comrade:

We approach the Labor Party question from the following premises:

1) Objectively the U,S. is ripe for the transformation to Commmunism,

2) A revolutionary situation is maturing,

3) The task of the revolutionists is to construct a revolutionary party
in time to seize power at the head of the masses and establish a
proletarian dictatorship,

4) There i1s relatively little time in which to accomplish this task,

A labor party, any labor party, is a reformist party., A reformist party
does not represent the interests of the working class, It represents
the interests of the capitalist class, Its top leadership are agents

of the ocapitalist class. The American Labor Party, like the British
Labor Party, demonstrates this unmistakably. 3So doss the Parmer Labor
Party in the northwest.

The task of the revolutionists is to expose and pillory the leadership
of the labor parties and w in the workers who follow theme It i1s not
their- task to agitate for and to build a reformist party., That is de-
ception of the masses and betrayal of their interests.

Of course, it is their duty to work inside of this party to builld frac-
tions of its members on the basis of revolutionary ideas and policies
with the aim of developing them to the point of a brecak with the labor
party and adhere to or fusion with the revolutionary party. But in no
circumstances can the revolutionists liquidate their organizatlon for
the sake of work within the labor party. The contemplated liquidation
of the Socialist Workers Party into the American Labor Party does not
come under this head, It would be the liquidation of a centrist organ-
without perspective or hope into a reformist partye.

HOW REVOLUTIONISTS WORK

The success of work by revolutionists within the labor party depends on
the maintenance of the revolutionary organization, A fractim of revo=-
lutionlists within & reformist party rmist observe limitations on its
ability to speak and act, It must not isolate 1tself from the broad
membership, There must be, at all times, an organization of revolution-
ists which speaks to the workers in the name of Marxism, without re=-
straint of reformists, The independent, revolutionary organization
complements what the fraction in the labor party says. It says what

the latter cannot say until it breaks with the labor party.

But 1f the independent organization is liquidated the fraction in the
labor party is deprived of its strongest political support, of its po=-
litical guide and critic. In time it becomes disoriented and 1s trans-
formed from a bridge to Marxism into a channel for capitulation to the
reformlsts,

In considering the labor party question in the United Statey it is ne-
cessary to consider the following facts:
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1) The basis for the existence of mass, labor parties is tha ability of
the capitalist class to afford the working clecss a hicgher standard of
1ivinc. .

2) The workers in the mass labor parties of England, France, Germany,
etc., enjoyed reforms and a higher standard of living through the ability
of the capitalists of these countries t o realize super profits through
the exploitation of the masses in their colonies,

3) The United States has no colonies, Itsability to bribe millions of
workers is limited. The historic ground for reformism is cbjectively:
narrow, It 1s not non-existent; it is extremely narrow, Furthermore,
it is diminishing as the world ¢risis of capitalisnm continues unabated
and is aggravated by wars and political and social upheavals; and as the
permanent crisis in the country decpens..

4) In its broadest sensec the argument that the masses rmst pass thru a
period of reformism before becoming revoluticnary is falsec, That was

the way in the past., It is not the path of the Amcrican workers, In
their bulk they will skip this stage, hiose that do will pass thru it
rapidly. That is why in the unions in the basic industries, the reform .
ist leaders corne into such deep and prolonged conflict with’ the rank and
file,

Only capitulators cowards and traitors, conscious or unconscious,'base
their policy on the idea that the workers MUST pass thru a period more
‘br less prolonged,: .off reformism, In thelr time the Mensheviks argued
against the Bolshggiks from the theoretical standpoint before the Russ-
idn masses could eénter into proletarian revolutionary struggies they had
to pass thru the period of bourgeois democracy., The genius of Lenin
consisted in his recognition of the historic fact that Russian capital-
ism was too weak to sustain it and had either to be replaced by Soviet
democracy or develop an open military dictatorship, That is so true
that a restoration of capitalist rule in the Soviet Union today would
have to take that fqQrm,

The argument about the necessity for a period of reformism before the
revolution 1 s akin to the Menshevik argument of twenty one years ago,
It stems from the same fundamental capitalist source, We don't mean to
convey the lmpression that the revolution can be marked off on this
years' calendar. But 1t is rmch closer than most people think, Our
task is to prepare for 1t and be ready, For that we must build a revoe~
lutionary party,

There are many other aspects and angles to the labor party question,
They can be discussed in other 1etters. These are the fundamental cone
siderations.

Let us hear from you, '
Comradely,

T, STAMM

(NOTE: We publish the above letter in résponse to numerous requests for
our position on the Labor Party question, The ferment in the SWP(Trot-
skyites) on this question creates again the need for a clear statement
of principles., For more comprehensive treatment we refer our readers

to our forthcoming pamphlet on the Labor Party)



PAGE 20 REVOIT

NORTH EHIEAEU HARUWARE STRIKERS GASSED

BITTER DEFEAT A IESSON FOR FUTURE

NORTH CHICAGO, Aug. 7.~ On June 6, the Chicago Hardware Foundry Co.
workers (Steel Workers Organizing uo*m1+tee) went out on strike against
a 10% cut in wages, for vacations with pay, and for a written contract.

A picket line was set up, going night and day for seven weeks, the dur- *
ation of the strike., Many ranlz and file leaders wore arrestzd. 47 men

are still held., Others were forced to flee Lake County. Thewr crinme
consisted in an attempt to organize the plant against the 104 wage cut

which reduced the standard of living of 4€0 workers and their families

below the subsistence level,

Circult Court Judge Dady issued an injunction fcrbldding picketing, aue
thorizing the sheriff to hire 115 deputies to breair the qtrixn and’ deal
a blow to the SWOC, The bosses of Lake County appropriated @;O 000 for
this purpose, half to pay the deputies, half to purchase guns, bul ets,
bombs, gas, etc,

On July 24, 300 unarmed men, women and children picketed the plant, .
The Sheriff and his regular police force plus the 115 special deputies
were equipped with tear gas bombs, and a special gas machine gun which
fires two and a half tlocks. The workers defended themselves “with
stones from a railroad siding., Vriting of the gas machine gun, the
Tribune cynically reports: iTThe prevailing wind favored the police,"
Even when the bombs were picked up cnd returncd the wind swept the para=-
lyzing gas right back into the mass of pickets. 126 tear gas bLombs were
used to breal the picket line, Militant workers who had not yet been
seized by the police wecre taken to jail, :

OUTCOME Of THE STRIKE

The workers were forced toc accept a very bad settlemcnt: 5% cut in pay
the first week; beginning August 1, 10% cut; negotiations for a new
scale at the end of six nonths, These arc the same terms cffered by
the boss at the beginning of the strike,

Ten men were cilted for contempt of court. The president of the company
agreed to attempt to have the citation for contempt vacated. The CIO
officials in turn promised to withdraw tbf charges they made to the
National Labor Relations Board against the Company.’ V7‘other men are

on trlal for "conspiracy, intimidation, and rioting." The CIO lawyer
pleaaed 'for another chrance, Thesé men Aidn't know what they were do-
ing, They are 1gnorent of the law," The leaders of the strike pleaded
guilty and claimed ignorance, thereby agreeing with the judge and boss
that the strike was a criminal action, In other words, they are telling
the workers (and the boss) that a strike is a crime; therefors, do not
strike, By these statcments the "leaders" of the strike brand themselver
as labor fakers, agents of the boss,

To successfully combat the boss the policy in and out of court should
have been: Yes, we organized a picket line, The policec attacked us even
though we had no arms; and we Iought back., We knew what we were doing,
We were fighting agqlnst a wage cut, WE WILL CONTINUE THIS STRUGGLE}

i
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NEW DEAL *REPLCRES” HAITERNEDMNMEAN CLAS

UNITY OF WEST INDIAN AND AN““ICAF WORIERS IEEDED

American imperialism prepared the ground for last years! massacre of
10,000 innocent, helpless people in Santo Domingo. It evacuated the
marinesd in 1916 and removed every weapon of defense from the haitian
people, The little Negro Republic was left to the mercy of its well-
armed neighbor republic, Santo Domingo,

Haiti is an agricultural nation., The depression hit it harder than
it d4id the industrial nations, The lot of the Haitian workers and
farmers is unbearable, Protests and demonstrations for bread and
political rights swept the island, President Vincent resorted to-
terror, He replied to the Haitian working masses with executions,
exile and long prison sentences. Vincent plays the role of a brutal
gangster, He has jailed Seymour Pradel who ran against him for the-
presidency and most of the Haitian opposition. Even Jagues Roumain,
the island'!s most popular literary figure, is now in exile in France.
Like all strutting colonial dictatorships, the Vincent Administratien
cannot stand criticism.

Santo Domingo is governed by Trujillo, who is just as vicious and |
treacherous with the masses as Vincent., He too kills off opponents
and imposes a reigh of terror on the Dominican masses,

Formerly Santo Domingo was economically better off than Haiti., This
caused large numbers of Haitians to migrate there. The breakdown of
world capitalist economy struck the island severely., The old feud
between the Spanish-~speaking Dominicans and the French Haitians
sprang up. Trujillo diverted mass dissatisfaction with hls admini-
stration into a jingoistic war on the Haitian "foreigners". By Octo-
ber of last year over ten thousand Faitians had been slain bv the
Dominicans, FEPloody as the massacre of the daitians was, President
Vincent refused to allow the truth of the affair to be broadcasted
to the outside world. It is reported that Vincent reached an agree-
ment with the Dominican Republic "to soft-pedal the affair',

By inciting the colonials against each other the New Deal government

saved 1tself the expense and scandal of sending marines to Haitl as
they did in 1916, With the sanction of Roosevelt, impartial arbi-
trators were set up who hushed up the whole affalr Santo Domingo
paid Haiti an indemnity of WVFO OOO 00 for the lives of over ten
thousand black peasants., The matter was "settled". But the economic
distress of both peoples has not been ameliorated; on the contrary
conditions on the island steadlly get worse, The days of the Vin-
cents and Trujillos and cthsr Wall Streect puppets are numberecd., The
fate of the West Indian workors and peasants is bound up with the
-struggles of the American working class against the common enemy,
United States capitalism., Orly through the establishment of a workers
dictatorship on this continent can their viectory and ours become per-—
manent: . . «WTTT.TAM SMTTH
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CHCAGD WPA DL, ISSUES PROGRAM

The conditions under whick 150,000 workers in Chicago live and work are
now worse than before, Thousands are belng put on the rolls, Les1v1a-
tion is the order of the day., "A full day's work for your relief pay"
is the slogan of the Administration. Brievances are piling sky hlgh ,
Wages, hours, sanitation, sick leave = all press for relief, The Ill-
inois Workers Alliance is bankrupt and has broken down as an agency of "
the working class, It is the servile tool of the very administration
creating the.conditions-it pretends to correct. The unemployed haye ..
deserted the IWA in droves, New independent unemployod and WPA forces
have sprung into being. Of these forces the most promising scems to be
the WPA-Organizing Committee whose program we publish below,

PROGRAM

The WPA workers in Chicago, receiving wages far below the standard re-
quired to maintain decent living conditions and normal health, rmst be
organized into a regular union, just as those in industry are organized,

WE PROPOSE: :
1. A union that will organize all the projects in Chicago into one .
city-wide industrial organization, for the prescnt the representation
to be one delegate to every ten (10) men.,
2. A union that will take in all WPA workers excluding those em=- ‘
powered to hire and fire, T
3¢ A union that will represent tho intercsts of she WPA wnrkers
regardless of race, color, creced, roligion, natlonalﬂty, or politieal
b‘zl-l.ef.
4, A union dependent on it's organized might, rather than one depend—
ent on the promises of politicians, '
5. A union that will establish unity between the workers in industry,
those on the WPA, and those on relief in 2ll struggles for bettering
the conditions of the workers,

CUR DEMANDS:
1, Minimum pay of $85.00 a month,
2. No increase in hours,
3. No uaturday work,
4, A full day's credit for reporting in bad weather.
5, Assurance of makeup time for illness,
6. Prevailing hourly rates for all skilled work,
7. First aid service, .
8. Strict adherence to sanltary and health laws,
9. Permanent shelters.,
10, Recognition of the uniorn on all projects.

WPA ORGANIZING COMMITTEE - SUITE 3°
‘5451 lichigan Avenue, Chicago.
Phone, Victory o065,



ORCANIZATION — NOTES 424

@} Beginning this issue REVOLT will be published at 1806 West North

Avenue, Chicago. (Telephone: Armitage 8009) The Third Convention
of the Revolutionary Workers League held in New Yorl: April 30-May 1 laid
down as one of ibs immediate objectives the transfer of the national
center from New York closer to the heart of the industrial proletariat
of the United States., We orient our activity with particular attention
to the needs of this decisive section of thke working class, We are glad
to inform our readers that this transfer has been accomplished within
four months of the Third Ccnvention,

@B We beg the indulgence of our readers for the delay in the publi-

.cation of the current issue of REVOLT caused by the technical
problems arising in connection with the transfer, Our Chicago staff is
now set for production, With your help and that of our contrﬂbutoks a
regular semie-monthly schedule will hersafter be maintained,

[] The Chicago unit hac opened headquarters at 1806 North Avenue,

- It 1is well on its way toward fulfillment of its quota of new memw
bers, Statements by two of these declaring adherence to the RWL are
published on pages 24 and 25 of this issue. The course in ABC of Marxe
ism which began June 23rd will conclude its tenth and last session this
week, Fall courses are in preparation, Regular street meetings have
been held this summer on Sunday nights at Belmont and Wilton and School
and Clark in spite of police interference. They are scheduled to con-
tinue -on the latter corner for thc balance of the summer. Bundles of
200 REVOLTS are sold,

The Detroit unit is distributing a political declaration to the

workers of Detroit on the issues facing the American proletariat,
Study classes in the ABC of Marxism and American Labor History will som
be launched, All members are active in the auto union and WPA organiza-
tion, They easily dispose of bundles of 200 REVOLTS and clamor for
more, Detroitwill fill its quota of new members as laid down by the
Third Convention,

@} The New York unit carries on regular functions from its head-

quarters at 28 E. 14th St,, 2nd floor. <The brunt of the work for
the release of comrade N £éll on the New York cowradeq and they have
discharged their duty well,

!(

@9 The Philadelohia comrades are resting on their oars. They need a
few worzers from basic industry to pep up their activity,

6} Weat Coast Prospects for organization on the West Coast are
gro, IEnthusiastic response from maritime and aircraft workers

for the punch that REVOLT carries, Systematic work on the waterfront
is needsd to build the organization,

(NOTE: Tesson nine of the ABC of MARYISM course will be carriecd in
rox®: issae;
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WIIY I JOINED THE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUE

I started to fight the bosses at the age of twelve In my early
teens I took, part in some riotous struggles; en one cccasion iaclng the
bayonet points of the militia, The many brend lincs I saw during the
panic of 1893 while in Buffalo 31l not vet b»ing me to the full reali-
zation of how detrimental these recurring depressions were to the tolle
ing masses.

I was drawm into the political movement during 1908«1912, much ene
thused with what was a new field %o me. The foclalisht Party previous
to and after the presidential election of 191%5, bacsuss of its weuk
leadership and its utter disregard for revolutionary »principles,
caused rmany like myself to lose falth in this rovement = all of which
led to the gradual disintegration of the Soclalist Party.

The urge for action drove me out into the open {lald, moving abcut
the country, associating mysclf with the Wobblies in different parts of
the West,

The Industrial Workers of the World, organized in 1905, was later
headed by the famous triumverate, Hoyer, Haywood and. Pettibone, who in-
augurated a general strike agitation thrcughout the Wast, invading rural
as well as urban districts, preachlrg the doctrine of dne union and
general strike, Their methods of carrying out the vorik vere not organ=
‘izationally perfect; nor their tactics aiways correct, But thelr
courage in the face of the enumy made up for scme of the shortcomingse
Despite the faet that their physical strvggie was re7olutionary and cone
‘sequently agalnst the State, they stubbornly negated the poltitical
principle in théir prearble, The Sccialist Party reekly submitted in
1917 to the War, The I.W.W. spli®t in twec and many leaders of the anti-
Nar half, because of thelr refusal to sell l_ber*v conds~=-were clamped
for five years behind the bars, During the short period I was asscciae-
ted with the Wobblies, I had the pleasure of meeting the most courageous
fighters I have ever met in my entire career in the labor movement,

In 1919, in Italy, I found myself in the midst of the most inten-
sive political ferment bordering on revolution, I was callsd out nightly
in preparation for any eventuality., I ran the daily risk of teing
conrt-martialled for treason. Here were workers tired of being shunted
about, locked out, increasingly distrustful of their exploiters, dis-
11insioned with the hope of peaceful settlement with them, decided on
insurrection, They equipped themselves with rifles, double~barrelled
vistols and machine guns and declared a lock~in, Though I had been
lubued with the spirit of revelubtion for many years, yet only on seeing
the nozzles of these fire arms elevated above the window sills, with
grim faces behind them, did I fully understand the class war and the
role a revolutionist must play in order to emancipate the working class,

On returning to industry, I always agitated for better conditions
on the job though somehow I felt that the fire had gone out of me, and
a only one occasion did I take part in a strike, coming out with few
workers in a department of which I had charge. ﬁater working as a
chevffeur, I joined the union affiliated with A.F, of’ L., dominated by
st cng-. arm men rated as the worst hecodlums in organized 1abor. Fight=
ing tho.s kind of TCaderlep was almost impossible as they had "coffee~
2.0~ Huwns aiways reedy to bounce you dovn the stalrs--or even throw you

Lo

Loouh _cf_f gescond story window, if there was enocugh money in it,

r‘“
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"The crumbling of artificial markets and excesaively ligh prices in
1929, brOLghu about our prccenu chactic -ﬂudltJO ns, I bscama one of
the ten_ of millions of 1nemp+ove¢ by 19vu, but did noit ~nters the zitrug-

gle till 1935, because of ill healtli, lere was a now ficld, the unem-
ployed field, wrers it scemed one conrld be fros to Tight for the sick,
the weak, the aged, vemsn and crildren, %the starving unsmployed. 3But I
was mistaken, here too the opportunists and connlvers, the degenerate
political cliques, the lowest scoundrels preyed on the demoralized une-
employed,  Hsre lawycrs, preachers, tGQCLP““, who naver Xnew what it was
to starve, or live under irhumar conditions - vossd as their trusted
reprecentativaes while holding secre® mestings o devise sckemes by which
more vrivations could bes rmpossl usexn tos vorkers, I joincd the Corrm
munist Party, thinking it would tetter thLe chances of fizhtine this
qtinkingApetty-bourqp0131e, but to a0 avalil, as ths Stalinists too, had
reached the same low levsi of their Socialist brotier

I nhave worked three solid years in tuis "hardest £ield" of strug-
gle. There is not one of “c‘m many workers political mnarties, groups,
or factions which nov carries forward revolutiona: *7 nrinciples of strug-
gle except ths Revolutionary Workers Lo ague, I am joining this group
because they have proven to m2 in achion thet they are sincere, and are
unstintingly, willing to put 2ll their ensrgy in thz class strugele;

as evemplified during the reeent shut-dowa of the relief stations, when
evervone was gloomy and the futurs of the unemployed looksd the blacke
¢ste These comrades organized pickes llncs, mimcographed and dictrie
buted many thousands of 1oaflet° by wlich the copwmunity Was roused into

]

action, resulting in daily open mass neetings. All other dstailed work
conneccted with a mass mcvnnenf was carried ocut with speed ond vim, This
group is apparVuflw tirelesss, T therofcre jo'nn the vaolu sionary Worke
ers League and pledgze to 7ive my best to 1t and the working clags,

<

BEN PALIFEREC
I JOIN WITH THE MARXTISTS

After nine years of Houoverism and Wew Dealiem, following' the crash of
'29 and the resultant decadence of the capitalist system, I, as an
unemployed confused young worker became more and more classeconscious
and aware of my position in capitalist socicety., The climax came after
I had = serics of discussione and disputes with & fellow worker whom I
kriew later on as comrade Jsnsen of the YWL (Oehleritssj, and which re-
sulted in my atterndance at socials and meetings of this organization
and participation in its activities, Jensoen b@lorged to an organization
which profcscsed to be purely Marxist and to my pOllthullV undeveloped
mind it actually appeared to be s0, However, ensuilng events and study
engbled me to apprzhend more clearly just what .darxism is and to what
extent this organization lived up to 1%,

A series of experiences with the Oehlsrites convinced me that thsy are
incapable of organizing or teaching workers conatructively in Farxism
and the need for rcvolutlonar* verthrow of capitelism: 1, they call
for "Great Lakes orientation" but really they arce orisnted towards Die
sion Straect and PBughouse Square, frcquented bty the petty-bourgeois
and slum elements, Stalinists, rchtwonnrlns, etc., and away from indust-
rial sections, and their isolation from ulrnct contact with healthy,
militant workergs; 2, their membsercship consists of middle-class or semi-
middle class elements aswell as lumpen=proletarian or demoralized, none=
Worklng ¢lass elements both within the youth and adult crqanlzatlons.
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These two poisconous elements - do not belong in a revolutionary or=
ganization, The working class cannot lock to them for ¢oidance, These
elementa cannot lead the workers but are only capable of being carried
along and tail=ending the movement, They arc mersly a2 hindrancc to thoe
worzing classy 3, Their activity ig zlipchod, haphazard, noticeable
fron the very start in the putting cut of literasturs, 40165 12 of strect
meetings, trade-union end unemployed "activity"; 4, Th: licguw—nunu en
case,= Last June, comrade Jensen and m;sblf W(;b arressed Tor pasting
"anti-war" stickers on telephons poles “n thL publicsa tlﬁr ot thsa
Ochlerites a great ballyhoo was raiscd about bhe neoesswtv of "class

‘

pressure" againgt the ciiy bosses and ﬁnf ordinance ix wxostﬂoh, the
setting up of a provisional defence comlttce and the rairing of a dee
fence fund. All publicity in the Fighting Worker to the contrary, hows

o
ever, a provisional Gefence cor~1t+'c was never corganized, or at least
was never in evidence. Unless they mean by provisicnal defence committe o
members of their own clique, TLeir clags preecsure” was confined to
the Fighting Worker, To my knowledge nct a single Urg’“LGth was
brought into the case. Only the Revolutionary Woriers L eague (REVOLT)
supported me in my original policy of securing tho rclease ¢f Jensen and
myself, With their assistance, ocur case was dismisssde They pointed
out that the sacrifice of the pr*soner to thz capitalist stﬁto vndar
thaose clrcumstances is not class struggle defence at all, but a false
tactic, and that I was of more service to ths movenent outside of Jail
than inside,

i

After the chargeq woere dropped through the intervention oL quycr Hel se .
ler, the Ochlerite "Fighting Worker" claimed that their DPGSQLPC and
exposuru forced the courts to drop the case asioo hot to handle, " Far
from raising a defence fund, they found it too difficult to pay me back
the $10 I personally put up for my own bond, This is a conclusive ox=
ample of their inefficiency, adventurism and dichonscty. To date, no
accounting for funds raiscd in my case has becn made,

Similar to this case, and far more important, is the Neq*cte cace. On
the same basis, the Ochlerites called for "class action
ably) raised Purds to securc degretols releass 2nd re
only after Negrcte wes already on his way to Marseilles did t‘v‘v 'offer”
to collaboratz in thc matter of funds, %o date to my knowledge the Oche
lerites have contributed not one cent for his releasc and requrlatlon.
The RWL (REVOLT) has raised $200 thru contributions and loans, I am
convinced that the Oehlerites have no interest in obtaining the release
of NWegrete, but simply utilize the case for funds and factional publice
ity. This can be seen from thoir r@ckless cablcgrams to the Loyalist
Government, These and other expericnces, accumulated over a period of
several months convinced ne, in spite of personal attachments to several
YWL members, that this o”ganlzaulon 1s NMarxist only in name but not in
action, and’ that the YWL - to which I was very hastily voted in as a
menber @f a mecting of which I was tthe oiulrmwn.) existed only in Chi=-
cago, and there Oﬁly on papcr,

During this period I came in contact witn the RWL (REVOLT) which prc-
viously had split fror the Cehlerites for repeated examples of incone
peténce, burocracy and stagnancy in the political field,

With an open mind I followecd the activities and progress made in the
various industrial centers and the unemployed movement by the RWL, and
~*hn~ir gevious and respoansible attitudc towards class war nrlsoners.
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Without completcly understanding the positions on the various prcblems,
€egs, Trotskylsm, Contrism, Democratic Centralism, ctec., I bezan to see
that the RWL (REVOLT) was composced of scrious Marxistc with a progran
of action for the working class,

On Aug. 5, I was presented with the fcllowing charges: "1, Political
support to an opponent'?!s organization, c.g.,, selling REVOLT, 2, Re=-
fusal to accept unit discipline, 3, Organizational svpport of an op-
ponentts organization in prefersnce to the YWL, c.g., attending affalrs
of said organization in prcfercince to cur classes, socials, and affaircs,”

The first and last charges are truz, I have giver armple reason above
for doing so. To the cecond I plead guilty on the grounds that s a
revolutionist it is my duty to rofusc the "discipling' of a non-lMarxist
organization, '

I take this occasion to sever my relations withh the Ochlerites and do=-
clare myself for the only organization today actually carrying a Marxist
program and action to the class, the REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUE(REVOLT .

CARL VICKUM

FREE JUSEPH ZALK ..

In 1935, Joseph Zack, was expclled from the Communist Party, He had bee:n
a member of the Political Buro, the hishest body in the American CP,
Today this same Political Buro aids the American Government in seeking
the deportation of Zack to Czechoslovakia. Zack is charged with "ille=-
gal" entry based on 2 passport he obtained in 1930, and on vhich he
subsequently returned to this country,

This passport has been issued to him on the basis of his dirth rec
registered in Scranton, Pennsvlvania on the sworn testimony cf his
mother, and other witnesses, The State Department, aided by testimony
given by members of the Stalinist Party, claims that a record of Zack's
birth also exists in Czechoszslovakia, Zack's mother hasg testified thatb
this is only the record of his baptism, which took place when Zack was
two years old in Czechoslovalzia in 1895, where Zack had been taken for
a visit by his mother,

ord

The amazing part of the deportation proceedings against Zack is %that
they were instituted AFTER Zack had made repeated rejuests to Secretary
Hull and the State Department - to ascertain the whsreabouts of his wifec
and American born son who were being held by the Stalinists in the Sove-
iey Union. They were beinz detained by the GPU as hostages, To prevent
this investigation the conterptible Stalinists are framing Zack ags an
alien, ‘

Yonths ago, when the Department of Labor Iirst started proccedings, the

Revolutlonary Workers League reacted to the frameup and participated in
the preliminary steps in the defense work, A defence cormittee 13 be-
ing g2t upe. Ve will continuc to render every assistance within our DOwW-
er to iree Zack, Negrate and other victims -from the clutches of capit-
allet n~less jucstice,




% {// 2 / Z/wé},,/ /,,, /[

W@Eﬂﬂz(ﬁf@ Z’ilmj WEls

CONSTITUTLOMN

OF EFE

REVOLUTIONA
T/\;@wvf? RS WF AGUET ”3

%
‘?o
=

4...‘—-',_3 S

]
*,:‘ﬂ
t\:“\
=<r”<¢»\

|

> ) S / 7 2
» ,&7 /) /é‘/// / ///g/?/ [/t/c) /)Z{/
EA_ 7 - s

=t Tome

B (. 24°F o

¥ { : \

& “ C R D 3 0 Wi ,!

? “ H

| ; lg — } - N rf ( r‘ mo0 =il

i - i o

R R B Yias ) L F \) D ;;

? li 28 East l4th St,, New Yor Vew Vork i;’_




SUBSCRIBE TO REVOLT!

Official Organ of the Revolutionary Workers League, U. S.

REVOLT is published to present the ideas of Marxism to the work-
ing class. The aim of Marxism is to overthrow the capitalist system
and establish a workers’ government. REVOLT is dedicated to that

purpose.

To overthrow capitalism the workers need a revolutionary party. All
existing parties are non-Marxian. REVOLT agitates for the creation
of a new Communist party in this country and on a world scale. It
agitates for the creation of a Communist Fourth International.

must tell the workers the truth about the world they live in. RE-
VOLT exposes the rottenness of capitalist society and will explain
the connection between the daily struggle of the oppressed for bread

ll To overthrow capitalism,ﬁto build a revolutionary party, the Marxists
and their need to overthrow the capitalist system in order to obtain it.

‘ We are living on the eve of the outbreak of the second world war.

REVOLT agitates against the war before it breaks out and after it
has begun. REVOLT will agitate for the defeat of the army and
navy of the American imperialists as the means of transforming the
imperialist war into civil war against capitalism.

REVOLT will be published in this form as frequently as possible,
. until it can be printed as a paper. .

5¢ PER ISSUE $1.00 PER YEAR (26 Issues)

New Address: 1806 North Avenue -

Cﬁicago, Illinois
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