REVOLT

Published by the Central Committee of the Revolutionary
VOI‘ I’ NO. 5 Workers League, U.$. 28 E. 14th St. N.Y.C. May 21? 1938

Chicago«Unemployed Face Starvation Or Fight
WPA, Here We Come

Auto Workers Push Fight Against Wage Cuts
Retail Clerks Clamor For Organization

Pacifists To “Fight” War With Telegrams

Lenin’s Program For Fighting War
ABC of Marxi:sm Study Course

Lesson Four: The Development Of Capitalism

®

LABOR DONATED



N
h

REVOLT

Published by the Central Committee of the Revolutionary
Vol. I, No. 5 Workers League, U.$. 28 E. 14th St. N.Y.C. May 21, 1938

Chicago+Unemployed Face Starvation Or Fight
WPA, Here We Come

Auto Workers Push Fight Against Wage Cuts
Retail Clerks Clamor For Organization
Pacifists To “Fight” War With Telegrams

Lenin’s Program For Fighting War
ABC of Marxism Study Course

Lesson Four: The Development Of Capitalism

®

LABOR DONATED



CHIEABU UNEMPLOYED FACE SIAR\/AHGN OR FCHT

DESPERATE SITUATION MUST'BE‘ﬁﬁT BY A BOLD PODICY v

- e on wp W e oy

CHICAGO, May 1l5.- Arrangements have just been completed by the
Chicago Relief Administration for ¢losing down relief stations on
May 18th. Only a skeleton staff will be maintained to handle medi-
cal emergencies. Enough money 1s on hand, according to the city
officials, to "provide" for half of the 96 000 families on direct
rellief. Even this provision is: inadequate. These not "provided"
for must starve. Evictions ere already taking place.. Many otherSv
rwill follow. ' ,

A year ago there were 85, ,218 families on relief, a 1ittle less than
400,000 workers, Teoday, this figure has rilsen to 96,C00 families, or
about a half mlllion workers.:. There are about 100, 0Co workers on
the WPA projects. Altogether over one third of Chicago's working
class is on relief. ; .

The WPA, workers get paid out of the Federal treasury. Uncle oam gives s
us $55.2 month.. If a WPA worker's family is five persons he gets a .
small supplement, But his family 1is not elegible for relief. That
mear.s his family has to live .on about 50¢ a day apiece. A small mime
ority of WPA workers gets more than $55 dollars a month. But the huge’>~
majority get the lower figure. ) ‘.

.- BURIAL oN RELIEF BUDGET R

The budget of the Ghicégo.Relief Administration is supposed to provide
for food, rent, clothes, coal, electricity, gas; and way down on the
list is burlal, The Chicago Relief Administrator figureg-that
$45,000,000 1s sufficient for relief for a year. Eight perdent.of
this goes for administrative expenses which leaves the unempioyed .
a little less than a $1.80 per week per worker. Thatt!s why, children
g0 to school with” empty stomacha and worn out shoes; and their fath-
ers scrape in'‘garbage cans in alleys.,

For some time the Relief Administration has been paying Only half a -
month!s rent; has given clothing only on medical recommendation; and
has not paid electricity. Now even this is going to be shut off.
The way things are, going the only thing left on ‘the budget.is burialy’
For the remaining eight months the Relief Adminiatration figures it .,
needs $29,000,000; $3,380,423 for the month of May, .$14,000,000 is
supposed to be available from the state funda. BRut itscan't be ‘had
immediately., Of the close ‘to $4,000, OOO needed for. May the: state haa .
only a Qittle ‘less. than $2 OCO OOO. - , o , -

Lyons,: Chicago Relief. Commiqsioner, states.that the only noasibility .
for raising the money needed is to get state aid, A special session
of the State Legislature will te convened May 13th or 23rd according
to reporta in the capitalist press, At the same time rumors are cur-.
rent that the city offiecia 13 ave 004=ideViag _313115 the sales tax
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from three to four percent. Behind this shameful situation is the clique
fight of the capitalist politicians. The Kelly~Nash machine which con-
trols Chicago wants to hammer Governor Horner and put the responsibility
for the sltuation on him and his political allies, Horner wants the
Kelly-Nash machine to take the rap., ‘

$10,000-~A-YEAR JOBS

While the politicians are playing football with the unemployed, the As-
soclated Press announces: "17 Federal Plums Ripe For Picking; Roosevelt
Expected To Fill Some Of $9,000-$17,500 Jobs Quickly. ¢ .In the diploma-
tic service President Roosevelt must choose an Ambassador to Russlia pay-
ing $17,800 a year, and Ministers to Canada and Persis, each paying. $10,
000. . .The President soon may appoint a successor to J.F.T. O!Connor,
who resigned the $15,000 a year job of Comtroller of the Currency. « s

The nomination of John W. Hanes to be an Assistant Secretary of the Treas~
ury. « .Left a $10,000 a year on the Securities Commission, .. ,0ne $10,00C
a year job as Federal Power Commissioner has been vacant., . oFour $10, OOO
a year positions will be open. . +" What do these people care about the
fate of hundreds of thousands of $55-a~month WPA workers, and hundreds

of thousands of $1,80~a-week workers on direct relief?

The Illinois Workers Alliance in Chicago is'only a shadow of the former
militant movement, It has a few thousand on its books, ¢ontrolled by the
Stalinists, which means that it is not working to organize a glant pro-
test movement on fighting lines. The huge bulk of the unemployed workers
are unorganized.

MUST TAKE OVER

The Illinois Workers Alllance has planned to take over 9 out of the 19
relief stations as a protest. - That's only 2 beginning. But taking over
the relief stations will not give us relief, There 1is much more to be
dones The corrupt Kelly-Nash and the equally rotten Horner machines have
shown that they are bankrupt. To rely on them is to face. a hopeless fu-
ture., . '

~

The crisis 1s gettlng worse every day, every hour. ' Now is the time to
demand that the organization and administration. of relief be turned over
to the working class, to the employed and unemployed workers of Chicago.
The trads unions and unemployed organizations can take over and administe
the relief needs of the unemployed.

Only the working class can solve the problems of the working class‘ The
time is coming when the workers will have to take over the whole system
of production, run the capitalists and their office boys out, and build
a new system to eliminate the ghastly struggle for bread and shelter.,

We can make a good beginning now by taking over the organization: énd
administration of relief.

Right now, we must demand that relief be continued; that it be 1ncreased
LL evictlons must be stopped at once. The sales tax ‘must be abolighed.
Take over the relief stations and REMAIN until our demands are granted,
prepare and organize demonstrations at the City Hall and the State capit-
ol, Make the capitalists whose economic system is respohsible for the
erisis foot the bill., Let the workers' organizations administer relief.
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WEHL, HERE WE COME:

AMERICAN YOUTH HAVE NO FUTURE UNDER CAPITALISN

- tRPA, HERE VE COME{!

"greduating class slogans always have been expected
to view the future hopefullyesese..,e It is something
of shock therefore, to read that a Louisiana high
solool senior class chose for its class motto: -
"PA, Here \ie Comel' .

OB 00 00000

"The outlook is gloomy when trained young poople
looking out upon life say, "what's the use?" Worst

. of all is the condition which prompts the lcast

.. eanihitions to say, 'There is no use to exert ours
. selves} we shall not succeed and, anyway, we shall
-be takon care. of .somehowit. L

It 1s time for a mighty, united effort to clear the .
skies of such clouds and tc bring to American youth
a brighter outlook:" (Detroit News, May 7, 1938)

we agree, The outlook for American youth is gloomy - under .capitale
ism. Eagh year five hindred -thoysand American Youth: join the ranks -
of the uriemployeds Year by ycar they confront a world which is decay~-
_ ing, & vorld whose horizons are contracting, a world which.has no use

for their abilities, skill, talents; a world which gi i'mth’“nﬂ@'opP

portunity to live like human .beings, whieh cannot.any longdr. offer
- them even the miserable lot of working for wages. Rach.year half a
million youth confront the horrible truth that they have bYeogme ripe
for. an imperialist slaughter which will create greater misery for .
countless millions. This is the world which American youth confrent
the world of capitalism, monstrous destroyer of men and wealth,

The Detroit News has a right to be .gloomye The slogan of the Loui~
slana high school seniors 1s.only one: straw in.the vWind., The gale
ingttnnriﬁg"rgroeu Let the capitalists look oute .. ... .. .

It 1s-time for a nighty, united effort.s+: o put an end to the capi-
talist system; to organize a better, decent lifej to areate a new
soslety < free of unemployment, munger, war and Pasgism. It is

time %o ‘think seriously about . the proletarian rovolution in the -

United States and to get down to work to prepare for it.

Y

. JOIN THE LEAGUER

L




AJTO WORKERS FUSH FIGHT AGAINST WACECUTS

BUREAUCRATS TO APFEAL TO EMPLOYERS AGAINST MILITANTS

DETROIT, May 10, - While the buréaucrats of the U.A.W. are waging a
bitter, factional fight for leadership, and, at the same time, show=-
ing their unity in trying to suppress the militancy of .the workers;
the rank and file auto unionists are again proving their militancy.
The aggressiveness and-resoluteness of the workers ls moving into
direct opposition with the factlienalism and labor fakery of the top
leadership. Recent developments here indicate a rapid intensifica-
tion of this process. e e

On the one hand, the emp}oyers are.carrying owt.s systematiq and
methodical campaign for wage ocutss The.succeas af the workers of the
Federal Screw €o. in-resisting.e 10-20% wdge eut appeexs. @hly to have
pushed the-g¢apitalists to more vigorous messurea of.afladke: The
attack is being concentrated on smdll plants, .the aim of ;the employers
being not only to dewmoralize the members of the union by vage=cuts
but, also, at ‘the same time, to smash the union in these psants,

. - SHOW=DOWN:LOOMING. : . -

This attaock ‘on. ‘the union in small plants may. brangh:out into a shav-
down Batti¢ of major significance. It was in these asmall, part
plaits that’' the wérkers vere able to achieve "gains of importance. - .
compared 8o the larger plants. This means.that tho workers-here gre.
more sonfident, determined 'to orevent thelyx victories from:being: .-
turnéd 'into defeats by wage-cuts,. Sesond, these parts:planta-ure -of
gtrategic importance-to the big mssembly plants.. Smashing or de-
moralizing ‘the unisdn-in thé first will enable the.capitalists to..,!’
push -HRead with 'wage-cuts 'and union busting tn:the larje:assembly . .
RLENBSYS - TN el o LD bl e e s T e
g R A $- ' ‘! ; . R el . v :“:.' v i o
It 1s in this light that the recent 10 wage-ocut, ordered ilarch 28t
in-tHe iitohigan’Stéel Castimg Co. plant:here.in.Detroit, must be:
viewed, -f)thomiih only #&:ismall. plsnt employing: 120 meéng.the struggle
soing on here is being waged by the rank and file union militante
ith enthusiasm, The intensity of the confliet was heightcned last
nonday morning wWhefiieight amion men were sent, to.the hospital after :
g battle with'the-polidéa Bogun. when someone reprasenting himeelf s -
8§ Salesman  tried- te break through the picket line.. The night before .
twenty ‘sead workérd~Nad beén brought in, in . a canvag-sovered :truck, '
and the vorkers vwére taking no chandes, Early.in the:.morning two .:
hundred and fifty workers returned to the picxet line, militant as
ever, In the afternoon picket line, the number increased to about
two thousand, i:hereas the sentiment of the workers seemed to be
that of invading the plant and physically ejecting the scabs, .the
leadership of the strike unde» the strict supervision of the Inter-
national Exeoutive Board, contented itself with arousing the workers
against the chief of police, Pickert, Indeed, according to the words
of one of these: "The day will soon come when Detroit will have a
real police force, when three years service in the labor movement

]
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will be a prerequisite for beocoming & private, and five years scre
vice for becoming a lieutenant or captain in the police forge', With
this leadership, the workers cannot carry on‘a successful struggle.

That the police were determnined to break up the picket line on the
slightest provocation was witnessed by the fact that the police de~ .
tail at the early morning picket line outnumbered the pickets, two .
hundred and fifty to a hundred and fifty; while in the afternoon
derionstration, the detail was increased to about 350, with mounted
police and emergency cars standing by. The workers met this force
with two by two clubs, with a piece of paper or anything attached

to them to make them iegal as placards) As one worker remarkedj
what the helly 1Is this a civil war or what?" The instincts of this
particular worker are sound, : BRI

PERMANENT STRIKE COMMITTEE

The report of one worker on the picket line who worked in the liichi»
gan Steel Casting Co. indicated that many union men had returned to.
vork, and that only about twenty members of the U.A.\is local were
out on strike, The particular local, number 281 headed by Albert
Hargreaves seems to have decreased rapidly in numbers, This can be
attributed to the faoct that the strike had been in progress for about
six weeks, but that it was only yesterday that the U.A.W. Internation
al Executive Board authorized the strike. Even here it. was pushed to
this action by the formation of a permanent strike committee by the -
Distriet Council for Detroit and \iayne County. Such bureaucratic
maneuvers help turn the workers against the union, and thus direstly
- put wind in the sails of the capitalist union-busters. To win this:
particular strike - and win it the workers must if. they hope to stop
wage ocuts in o6ther and larger plants = the workers will be pushed to
rnore vigorous action such as entering the plant and ejecting the '
scabs abd extending the strike to the assembly plants using the parts

manufactured by Miohigan Casting Go.

But in doing this the rank and file. auto workers must resist the eveyr
herdening bureaucratic crust in the leadership of the union, This
bureaucrasy not only unites &o keep the workers down byt carries on -
%btaptiona;~fight for posts which can only turn the workers against . -
. e unlon, : H , e - Co. ot .o

The most récent attempt of the UsA.iis bureaucrats to suppress the
- milktancy of the rank and file alto workers .is embodied in a resolu-
tion passed yesterday at the Intornational Exeoutive Board mecting.,
- The resolution gives the International Executive Board power t9 ire =
pose penalties on all those who ocall unauthorized strikes, a power
hitherto retained by thé lotals, Futhermore, the bureaucrats even
entrust the punishment of the "guilty" members ot the employer. The
resolution goes.on ‘to. say that punishment can consist of suspension
from membership or the Board oan ask the "culprits!" ‘employers to

~ disgharge or suspend him{ S0 o be emplayer union bureau-
. €Tats against the rank and file militants}

SEVERE PUNISHMENT

Who i3 to decide when a strike is authorized? In the end, the InterQ
national President, Martin, will have this power. According to the
resolution, an unauthoriged 'strike 1s one called before the locals,
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by a two-third majority, in a secret vote; vote for it and before it
is authorized by the International President or lixecutiVe Board.
"Severe punishment" is already being considered against the strikers
of the Bohn Aluminum and Brass Co, strike in April, the Chevrolet
parts plants strike in Bay City, iiichigan last week and the one-hour
stoppage in the Packard plant several days ago. \ithat effect such
pﬁnishment will have on the workers! attitude toward the union 1is
obvious, ‘ ’ :

However, as stated, the bureaucrats carry on war against one an-
other for positions which can only demoralize the workers. The storm
center of the present struggle is Frankensteen, who, at 'the Lansing
State C«I.0. conventicn several weeks ago made his bid for the U.A.W.
Presidencg by declaring himself against factions and for the aboll-
tion of all caucuses. That the Stalinists were serving this food to
Frankensteen is proved by an artisle in the Stalinist Dally worker
of liay 10. This artiole comes out against factionallsm in the U.A.VW.
Their purpose, of course, 1s to eliminate the Lovestone caucus and
other opposing 'groups in the U.A.Wi. 80 that they will have free rein
12 the union, For this purpose they have decided to support Franken-
steen, f S o

o MARTIN COUNTER=-ATTACKS

‘Homer Martin immedlately counter-acted this bid of Frankensteents
for lewdership by demoting him from Assistant President, to which

he appointed him last fall, to a Vice-Presidensy which places him on
an equal footing with the other four Vice-Presidents elected at the
lillwvaukee sonvention, - Likewise, Martin announced punishment against
those responsible for the recent "wildcat strikes". It was Franken-
steen vho called the strilte in the Bay City, Chevrolet ‘parts plants
last wee< and in the eizht Bohn Aluminum plants. ' lartin ‘contended
that Prankensteen "did not go through the required steps". |

Frankensteen, supported as he 1s by the Stalinists and the New Deal,
- sdvanced, rather than withdrew, along the path he began at Lansing.
In a letter addressed to the International Executive Board meeting
this week, Frankensteen repeated in strdhger terms-his program for
the abolition of caucuses, establishing discipline against the mil~
itants, loyalty for the International officers, and bn increasing
centralization of the U.A«lie by having all this "done on the basis
of the- program of the International Union", - In essence it 'is the
same program as the lartin~lovestone sestion of the U,A.i:, bureaucra=-
cy-with the exception of the ene item against caucuses,Frankensteen's
bid"ToF pover 1s based on the proposition o abolIltion of oppo-~
sition and the acquisition of complete control over the UiA.lia

_ * NEW DEAL BEHIND FRANKENSTERN

This same relationship' of foroes is expressed likewlse on the poli-
tical field, Behind Frankensteen stands the' ijurphy machine in }Michl-
gan and the New Deal nationally. Frankensteen has been appointed by
Governor liurphy to the state relief cormission and 1t is rumored he
will be a candidate for Lieutenant-goverrnor. The failure of Homer
Martin to organize an apparatus, capebhid cf keeping strikes down
means he must be shelved; and in his place Frankensteen.- a real one
for the auto workers « will be .elevated to.the top.. His alliance
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with the Stalinists will make him mors dangerous than Hauser; former
kartinite head of the U.A.:s "beef squad', as an organizer oé flying'

squads against radicals; and strong arm s A
the trade unions. ’ 8 quads against militants in

In the Federal Serew striko several weeks ago and now. in the lichie
gan Steel Casting strike, thc vorkers are sﬁowing théﬁselvéé’d;pable
of great struggles even during the heart of the crisis. Their in-
terests are running counter to the fastionalism snd struggle for
posts ameng the ilartin-Lovestone-Frankensteen-Stalinist bureauorats,

When the workers really gzet into action this bureaue :
washed to the sidc of thg stream, eaueracy V?ll be

.

- AUTO WORKER-

The follouing Bulletin, issued by Local 281 of the auto union, tells
its oun dramatic story. :

STRIKE BULLETIN

On March 28th wages at the Michigan Steel Casting Co. were smashed
10%. Whether or not this reduction was in line with the manufac-
turers meeting held during January is not known. But it 1s known
that during January the manufacturers decided to eul wages wherever
possible. o ‘ '

This strike was called after all efforts to 'settle the dispute had
veen exhausted. Attempts by the Union to -obtain a true stateméent of
the companies financial standing had been ignored. Attempts to
arrive at a compromise have likewlse been turned down. It seems ,
clear that the issue here is not a wege-cut, BUT A CALCULATED ATTEMPT
BY THE MANUFACTURERS TO BEGIN A UNION-BUSTING CAMPAIGN upon the small-
er organized shops. R S , o

On Sunday, May 7, an all night picket line was established around
the plant. No attempt was made to break the line. But about 11l P.M.
a closed truck carrying some 20 strike breakers was escortéd into
the plant under police protection. Peaceful picketing continued
until about 8 A.M. Monday morning. At this time & salesman for the
firm, who 1s a strong advocate of company unionism, attempted to
bresk the line. A picket objected to being shoved by the police.
This was the sign for a brutal attack by the police upon the pickets,
During the struggle which followed seven unionists were severely
beaten. -One picket - Oliver Godfrey, a member of the Hudson Local,
after being knocked down by the police, was kicked and beaten over
the head, while lying unconseious on the pavement. He is now being
held as a police prisoner, -charged with felonious assault.

According to the reports being circulated by the company that the
employees are satisfied with the wage ‘sut, the overwhelmlng majority
are bitterly opposed ‘to any lowering of their already miserable
standard of living. We, the strike committee feel sure that this
strike is the common interest of every worker in the City of Detroit.
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Are we going to permit these unchecked demonstrations of police
terror? Are we golng back to the Hoover hunger marches? WE think
NOT. Union busting manufacturers intent upon destroying our
Tought gains must be met and demonstrated that the United Automobile
Workers Unlon of America 1s HERE TO STAY.

~ = Strike Committee, Local #281-UAWA.

The following resolutions were 1ntroduced at the Lansing,Michigan
C.1.0. Convention, April 23 and 24, by left wing auto delegates.
The bureaucrats in control of the coﬂvention réfused to permit them
to reach the floor of the convention. The convention was reported
in the May 7th issue of REVOLT. - ST e '

WHEREAS- The present situation in Europe and Asia 1s such that a
world war may break out at almost any time,

AND WHEREAS-~ Such a war would be, like the was war, a war for profit
and markets for one set of war mongers agalinst another,

AND WHEREAS- The Fascist countries and the so-called democrati¢ ones
are alike in this respect, as the history and line~-ups in the last
war show,

AND WHEREAS- The capitalists of this country through their govern-
ment in Washington are preparing to fight in the coming war in the
interest of their wealth for the purpose of inereasing it, at the
expense of" the capitalists and workers and peasants of other
ccuntries,

AND WHEREAS- The workers of the entire world on both sides of the
trenches will have nothing to gain from fighting a war for the cap-
itallsts of their countries,

BE IT RESOLVED~- That this convention goes on record as opposed to

the entry of this country into the coming war and for the most active
and determined opposition against it and the present preparationa

for 1it, .

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED- That if despite the . opposition to the

war the capitalists succeed in plunging this country into the war

the workers represented here will continue to oppose the war and will
refuse to bear the cost of waging the war by submitting to lower
wages and longer hours and speed-up and will continue their struggle
against the capitalists by the same methods of struggle which they
use in peace time and in every necessary way,

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED- That should the government"conseoript.
capital" or nationalize certain key industries the workers will
struggle against any attempt to undermine or disrupt thelr unions
or suppress them in the name of saorifice to win the war,
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AND BE IT FUKTHER KESOLVED- That if the workers are conscripted as

they are sure to be they will bhear no hatred for the workers wearing
the uniform of the "enemy" but will attempt to fraternize with them.

UNITY

WHEREAS- The workers in the United States are in the main unorgamwéd

AND WHEREAS~- The capitalists in this country are the most powerful
in the world and will stop at nothing to prevent the workers from
organizing,

AND WHEREAS- The only way in which they can be fought is. by an un-
compromising struggle against them,

AND WHEREAS- This can be achieved only by the unity of the workers

in unions which are dedicated to the struggle against the capitalists
and which correspond to the otructure of the industries of the United
States, . _ ‘ )

AND WHEREAS= The struggle of the workers in one union or one indus-
try is the concern of the workers in' the entire country,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED- That this convention goes on record for

the organization of the workers of the United States, and especlally
the workers in the mass production industries, into lndustrial unions
with a program of fighting the capitalists by strike actlion and in
every other necessary way, , ;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED- That the workers who sre now organized

in the unions which are affiliated with the Committee for Industrial
Organization, and those workers who are organized in the unions which
are affiliated with the American Federation of Labar, ard those work-
ers who are organized in unions outside both of these union tenters
mist be united in the shortest possible time in industrial unions in
or.e federation on the basis of a program for fighting the capitalists
in each and every industry,

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED- That the workers in all of these unions
have nothing to gain and everything to lose from carrying on a frag-
ricldal eivil war of union against union, brother against. brother'
and sister against 31ster,

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED— That the duty of the workers id all of
these unions is to refrain from actions and words which bresk or
weaken labor's solidarity such as passing picket lines, or giving
support to the practice of certain union officials of organizing
picket lines to undermine, raid or disrupt existing unions and to
raise their voiced for unity to fight the capitalists.' ,
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JE MOCRACY

WHEREAS- It is democratic practice that workers who have to live up
to the terms of an agreement between the union and the company or
companies, should have the final say as to acceptance or rejection
of that agreement,

AND WHEREAGS~ Agreements have been made in the 3.W.0.C., and 1in the
I.U., UsA.W.A. in the last twelve-month period ignoring or violating
this democratic, reasonable, and just consideration,

AND WHEREAS~- Certain unions have even gone so far as to provide in
their constitutions for further ignoring and violating this very
important point of union democracy,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED- That this convention goes on record favor-
ing the exercise of this democratic principle in the conecluding of

all sgreements and contracts with employers, to the end that no
egreement 1s considered binding until and unless it has been thorough-
1y discussed by the workers it directly involves, and voted upon by
them without any coercion or duress, and accepted by them with a :
clear majority vote., Where a majority vote 1is against acceptance of
an agreement, the proposed agreement to be oonsidered void or
regected

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED- That this convention communicate with
the Presidents and Executive Boards of all the C.I.0. unions inform-
ing them of this resolution and prevailing upon them to effectuate
this practice‘in concluding all their agreements from this date on.

AT UNAL L0, CDN\/ENHUN

WHEREAS~ The Committee for Industrial Organization has been in éx-
istence approximately three years and still has original set-ups
and appointees in many instances,

AND WHEREAS~- This situation does not make for greater stabilization
of existing international unions, .

AND WHEREA3~ The wishes and desires of the broad membership cannot
be easily ascertained, much less satisfied, without a fairly frequent
exercise of the elective principle,

THEREFORE,BE IT RESOLVED- That this convention prevail upon John L,
Lewls and other C.I.0.leaders and the various internationsl unions
and committees of the C,I.0. and itself go on record for the immed-
late calling of a national convention of the Committee for Industrial
Organization to be thoroughly represented and democratically conductel,

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED~- That this convention recommend that such
national convention be held in Detroit, Michigan.

e e



PICIFSTS 10 “FICHT™ WAR WITH TELEGRAMS

" SOW ILLUSIONS AMONG WORKERS

On May 28-29-30, the Keep America Out of War National Committee will
convene the Natlonal Anti-War Congress in Washington, D.C. Accord-.
ing to its literature the Congress will represent "widely varied
sections of American citizenship". On the Keep America Qut of War
Committee are three Bishops, two Rabbis, two Senators, two members
of the House of Representatives, an active Major General, a retired
Major General, two Professors, several well-known pascifists,authors,
columnists, editors, attorneys, leaders of farmers! organizations,

a number of officials of unions including  Homer Martin, President of
the auto union, Joseph Schlossberg, General Secretary of the Amalga-
-mated Clothing Workers, Charles Zimmerman, Secretary Treasurer of
Local 22 of the International Ladies Garment Workers Union; and
Norman Thomas, National Chailrman of the Socialist Party. The chair-
man of this Committee is a lgbor arbitrator, - ‘

In political language this Committee 1s a combination of bourgeols
pacifists, Socialists, Lovestoneites and labor fakers. A fine crewl
If the composition of the Committee does not make this clear, its
program does. The Committee!'s literature makes an appeal "to warn
the Congress of the United States and the Administration through:
immediate letters, telegrams and resolutions against super-navies,
conscript bills, and any involvement in foreign war". The Congress
"will press these demands and plan a future course of action". Among
the aims of the Committee areé "the demogratic right to vote on war,

& sound prosperity through a program of construction, conservation,
and expanded education...., an end to unemployment through jobs at
home....., to work with increasing solidarity with the peoples of all
nations in the world-wide struggle to abolish economime injustice and
colonial repression, and to remove the causes of dictatorial militar-
ism", These are the ﬁrandiose aims to be achleved by"letters, tele-
grems .and resolutions™, and a "future course of action'.

- VARIED OPINIONS

The Youth Committee Against War of the Keep America Qut of War Comm-
"ittee, in 1ts appeal to support the Congreas, says: "Although of
varied opinions as to the ultimate solution of the war problem the
undersigned call on you......". Among the "undersigned" are the
Ndational Secretary of the Young Peoplets Socialist League and Minnie
Lurye, prominent Lovestoneite. : :

What: can such a Congress do to put #n end to imperialist war?
Absolutely nothing. The history of the last war shows us that paci-
fism and confusion are powerless to combat this scourge of mankind.
Their only effect i1s to sow illusions smong the workers and preyent
them from taking effective action against war. That is what this
Congress will do to the extent that it has any influence in the
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working class, This danger, fortunately, is ‘not very great. The
Committee is forced to state that "The appearance of an organization
name (in connection with the names of the members. -of the Committee)
does not necessarily imply official action by the .organization'.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PACIFIST AND MARXIST, K PROGRAMS

How can we fight impeérialist war? The difference between the paci-
fist and Marxist programs is that the former assumes the possibility
of preventing war in capitalist socliety; whereas the first point in
the Marxist program is that imperdialist war is inevitable under capi-
tallsm and that “the struggle against it is a part of the ‘struggle to
overthrow capitalism.

In failing_to’state this elementary truth the Keep America out of
‘War Committee stamps itself as opposed to it and the consequences
which flow from it; the Lovestoneites as well as the Bishops,Homer
Martin and Norman Thomas as well as the Senators amd Generals,

What oconsequences flow from this truth? The pacifists want to send
telegrams and letters and pass wordy resolutions to warn Congress
and the Administration, (ongress and Roosevelt don't need any warn-
ings from these people._ They know what they are about. They are
planning day and night to come out of the next war the economic and
political dictators of the fate of the world.

The Marxists organlze working class action to combat the war:strikes
and demonstrations. 1In an imperialist war the capitalists divide
the workers of the world and force them to kill themselves to the
advantage of imperialist interests. The Marxists strive to unite
the workers of the world against the capitalists in sll countries.
They work for the defeat of the army and navy of the capitalists of
their "own" country because military defeats disorganize the capital-
ist war machine, shatter the discipline of the officers over the
worker and peasant soldiers, arouse the masses at home to :struggle
against their capitalist oppressors, and, in general, accelerate the
development of a revolutionary situation. They strive to have the
workers turn their guns against the capitalists.

In not projecting this program the Keep America Out of War Committee
. shows that it 1s opposed to the only program by which the world can
.be rid of war., It is an obstacle to the achievement of that aim.
In the last analysis, it serves the interests of the war mongers.

Against this Congress of pacifism and confusion we counterpose the
need for the construction of a revolutionary party which will lead
the workers in struggle against the war danger and for the over-

throw ‘of capitalism, There 1is no other road to put an end to war,




LENIN'S PROGRAN FOR FIGHTING WAF

"DEFEAT OF ONE'S OWN GQVERNMENT IN THE IMPERIALIST WAR"

The following extraets are taken from Lenin's writingsi
Selected Works, Volume V, English Edition, pages 142-8,
All emphases are Lepin*s.»

FIRIFIA®

A revolutionary class in a reactionary war cannot but desire the de-
feat of its government. This is an axiom.... revolutionary action im
wartime against one's own government undoubtedly and incontrovertibly
means not only desiring its defeat but really facilitating such de-
feat. (For the t'penetrating reader': this does not mean 'blowing up
bridges!, organizing-unsuccessful military strikes, and in general
helping the government to inflict defeat upon. revolutlonaries Yeons

;Revolutlon in Wartlme is c1v1l war, and the TRANSFORMATION of war be-

- tween governments into-civil war. is, on.the one hand, facilitated by

military reverses ('defeats!) of govsrnments; on the other hand, it

is IMPOSSIBLE really to strive for such a transformation without

- thereby.facilitating defeat,,.... THIS SLCGAN ALONE implies a con-
sistent appeal- for revolutlonary actlon agalnst ene'!s. own government

in. wartime..... : . . : : : .

o the tsarist government was perfect¢y right that the agitation
of the Russian Social-Democratic Labor (Bolshevik)fraction .. among
-the masses: against the government... weakened the !military. power!
of Russia and was:likely to:-cause 1ts defeat., This is a fact. It
1s foolish to try to hide from it.... :

«+ves there is an inseparable connectlon between revolutionary agita-
tion. against the government and- facllltating defeat._

ciaen The transformation of the imperlalist war into civil war cannot
be ‘'‘made', any more than-+it is. possiblevto,?make! a revolution - it
GROWS out of a multiplicity of,.diverse phenomena, phases, .tracts,
characteristics, consegquences of the imperialist war, Such a growth
1s IMPOSSIBLE without a series of military reverses and defeats of
those governments which Yeceive blows from THEIR OWN oppressed
classes,

.++. The only real and not verbal policy of ... accepting the class
struggle, is for the proletariat TO TAKE ADVANTAGE of the EMBARRASS-
MENTS of its government and its bourgeoisie IN ORDER TO OVERTHROW
THEM. This, however, cannot be achieved, it CANNOT BE STRIVEN FOR,
without desiring the defeat of one!s own government, without facili-
tating this defeat."

R TV TR TR VAR Y)
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-

Lenin's idea 1s clear. He saw that revolutionary mass struggle
against the capitalist system in wartime would lead to military de- -
feats and that these in turn would accelerate the revolutionary
struggle. : : i ‘

When Lenin wrote %hese lines in the summer of 1915 he had in mind - -
the revolution of 1905 in Russia which followed the defeat of the
Russian armies by the Japanese. A year and a half after writing the
above lines the defeats of the Russian army by the German army were
a tremendous factor in the outbreak of the Russian revolution in
February. The Russlian revolution demoralized the German armies on
the Eastern front .and was a powerful factor in the outbreak of the
German revolution in the fall of 1918. The defeats of the Austrian
armies and the revolutions in Russia and Germany were the decisive
factors in the outbreak of the Hungarian revolution of 1919. -

Since Lenin was a man of practical, revolutionary action he -conclu-
ded that it was necessary to work for defeats. As he saw, from the
standpoint of the capitalists, this was "high treason'". But from
the standpoint of the revolution it was justified, necessary and
inevitable. - _ : _

This policy of working for military defeats 1s called revolutionary
defeatism., The emphasis should be put on the first word, to dis-
tinguish it from the defeatism which the capitalicsts practice when
their class interests are at stake. When the revolutionary workers
of Russia threatened to overthrow the capitalist system in:the sum-
mer of 1917 the General Staff opened the front to tle German army
which took Riga., ’

Lenin emphasises that the policy of working for defeats is not the
same as a policy of blowing up bridges,or sabataege, which plays into
the hands o e capitalists, because it directs the struggle against
the war into channels of individual actions, tetrorism, conspiracys
and away from open, mass struggles. by tens and hundreds of thousands
of oppressed workers against their oppressors: -

Courageous acts of sabatoge may express the profound bitterness and
hatred of the saboteur against the c¢riminal insanity of war, but
they can never wipe it out. But when the workers in the trenches
fraternize with the "enemy" and join with him to turn their guns
against their common oppressors the revolution will have begun.

Enemies of the coming revolution offer us pacifist panaceas against
war, noble phrases, high ideals., - Professional confusionists advo-
cate sabotage of the war machinery. Only the revolutionists advo-
cate revolutionary defeatism,

Let us be guided by the words of Lenin who taught that the revolution-
ists "must explain to. the masses that there 1is no salvation for them
outside of a revolutionary overthrow of !'their! governments and that:
the difficulties of those governments in the ... .war must be taken
advantage of for just that purpose". '
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JETAL CLERKS CLAMOR FOR DRCANIZATION.

BUREAUVCRATS CONVﬁLSE UNION BY UNPRINCIPLED STRUGGLE

In the twenty-odd years of the existence of the Retail Clerks Inter-
national Protective Association, affiliated with the -A.F.of L. the
last fifteen under the leadership of C.C.Coulter; 'little or nothing
had been done to organize the tnousands of. clerks and salesmen Wwho
were clamoring for organization. On the contrary, acting as front-
line 2 ents for the bosaes, Coulter and his lieutenants did all in
their powex to prevent and stifle organizational activity. Finally
Denise, kastern iig prusontativc for the K.C.I.,P.A. was run out of town'
by the N.Y. locals in 1936,  end Riven, who followed him was sentenced
to serve a term in prison for fraud.

The tremcndous upsurge of the WOPACPS in the basiec industries; auto,
rubber and stesl, finallv climbed over the cloistered walls of the.
"white collar" worxeps, and et tho Pittsburgh Convention last Wovem-
ber, thosc lodals that were able to break away from the stralt-jacket
of the R.C.I.P.A.,, scb up an International under the C.I1.0. United
Retail and Wholesale Emplojees of Amcrica,. Samuel Wolchok, Manager
of Local 338, Grocery Clerks, was elected President of the new set-
up. He was supported by the Socisnl-Democratic Federation, the rlbht
wing split-off from the Socialist Party.

The St&llnlsts had a majority at the Conventlon but could not take
over the International because the right wing threatened them with a
sollt, A Committee of Seventy, nll WOlchok's men, members of Wolchoks
wn - loc“l 338, Grocery Clerks, served notice that Wolchok had to’
Po home " Tney offered.tq pay him $7,500. ye.r.as monaber of his
own local he was 5ett1ng much less. .

\:vOLCHOK THREA”ENES TO "GO. HOME"

The Stalinists were not sure whether dolchok was bluffing but cOuld
not afford to take a chance. . They nominated him for Président and-
supported John V.Cooney, a Wolcuok man, for Secretery~Tre“surer They
hoped to surround wolchok with their Ubople.» But,welchok, using the .
threat of-_oing home, spiked their strutegy and emerged from the con-
vention in control of the BX&CHtiV& BOard.

Since the Convention the fiéht has sharpened. It centers in New YOrk,
City which has the largest membership, the biggest loéals; where” the
Stelinists have thelr greatest strength, and where Wolchok hus a
snall, organizational mavoritJ. There are twenty one locals in the
arca. Elcven support him ond ten sre controlled by the Stalinists.,
This means that control of the Joint Council which has Just been set -
up will be in ‘OlchOK'S hdndS., -

The Stulinists are trylng to hamper. wOlchok by refusinb, nerlecting,
and refraining from paying, per- cquitﬁ to the Intern“tianl It is .
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TUTIONS...

WO CONST

Elsewhere in this issue there is an

ad for the Constitution of the

Revolutionary Workers League which has just been publisheéd as.a pam--

phlet.

The capitalist press announces that the Coymunist Pzrty hes

just made public "the draft of a proposed new constitution fér ‘the
Communist party in the United Stutes...." which ".... will be acted
upon at the party's tenth national convention in Madison Square

Gorden, May 26 to 31."

The Constitution of the Lezgue was adopted at its thlrd Convention

April 30-May 2. The

cdoption of these constitutions at this time

gives us an excellent opportunity to compare the political: positioné}j

of the two organizations.

Attempts to get a complete copy of the

Stalinist draft at their book-store met with a reply that it had not

been published yet.

- Our comparison is limited, therefore, to those

parts of the draft which are quoted in the capitalist press. These

are sufficient for the purpose.

ARTICLE I

Section 1 - The name of this or- .
genization shall be: Revolution-.

ary League,U.S. Its purpose -skall.
be the organiz tion of a revolu-
tionary Marxion,that is,a Commu-:
nist party;the educqtion and oOr-
ganization of the working class
for the overthrow of capitalism,
establishment of the dictator-
ship of the proletari=zt,eand the
establishment of a Communist
society.

ARTICLE VI

Section 1: The Communist Party of

the U.S.A. upholds the democratic
agehievements of the Americun peo~
ple. It opposes with all 'its.pow=-.

-er..any clique,group,cirele,faction

or party which conspireées or acts
to subvert,underminc,weaken or
overthrow any or.all institutions
of American democracy whereby the
md jority of -the American people
have obtained power ‘to dutermine
their own destiny 1n any degree.

The section from thetstaliniSt draft could have been lifted from the
constitution of the Liberty League, if i1t has one; from the program
of the Republican party or any good, hundred percent, patriotic or-

ganization.

This 18 the exact opposite of ‘what Marx and Lenin

taught; and what the Communist International stood for when 1t was

founded.

I
v

The article from the Constitution of the League repeats in a very
terse form the ideas which were the basis of the position of Lenin's

party.

The Stalinist draft provides that to be a member of the Stalinist
party a man or woman must be a-citizen of the United States or de-

clare his intention of becoming a ciltizen.

In other woras tne Stal-

inists accept as the ariterior for determining their membsrship the .

decisions of the capitalist state. -

Thus,.the thousands of Goubly

oprrassed and expleoited Mexican workers who are imported intc the
U.3. each year to harvest the fruit and vegetabls crcps of Culifornia
are ineligible for membership in this party. This is a good thing.

DOWN WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY!

- JOIN THE LEAGUE!
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JON _THE LEACUE.

THE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAuUE RECOGNIZES:.

That in capitalist society the lot of the working class is exploita-
tion,economic and political oppression,poverty and the horror of :
ever-recurring imperialist war;

That for the working class there 18 no escape from this fate except
through the revolutlonary overthrow of the capitalist system which,
with 1its destructive wars,chronie crises and permanent paralysis of
immense productive forces cannot play a socially useful role;

That the capitalist state is an instrument in the hands of the capi~
talists for the subjugation of the workers; an instrument of the
dictatorship of the exploiters over the. exploited,either masked as

a "democratic" government,or openly revealing its true role as a
fasecist or military government

That the interests of the workers can never be reconciled with the
interests of their oppressors and exploiters; and that,consequently,
between these two classes a class struggle must go on until the
working class overthrows the capitalist class;

That the emancipation of the working class can be attained only by
the working class itself, } .

RECOGNIZING THESE THINGS TO BE TRUE, THE REVOLUTIONARY V.ORKERS
LEAGUE IS DEDICATED TO THE FOLLOWING AIMS:

The relentless waging of the class struggle to develop 1t into the
proletarian revolution; -

The establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat és the in-
strument for the construction of communism,a classless society based
on collective work and ownership of the means of production;

The establishment of the council (Soviet) form of government;

The building of a revolutionary party as the leader of the working
class in the dally class struggle and in the proletarian revolution.
Since the emancipation .of .the working class is the task of the work-
ers of all countries,the League strives to build a world party,unit-
ing the revolutionists of all countries in the Communist Fourth
International;

When the workers are called upon to go to war in defense of imperial-
ist interests, the League will strive te persuade the workers to

turn their arms against the imperialists of "their" country, to turn
the imperiallst war into a ce¢ivil war to overthrow capitalism.

WORKERS WHO ARE IN AGREEMENT WITH THESE AIMS AND ARE WILLING TO
WORK FOR THEM, SHOULD JOIN THE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUE.
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SPREAOING REVOLI. ..

New York City:

Detroit:

"We sold twenty at a meeting at the Labor Temple"
"Dear Sir: Enclosed you will find stamps covering
cost of REVOLT. I have the first copy of the study
course and I would like to get all ten or the com=-
plete course."

¥Increase our bundle order by seventy five, Last
night a meeting caslled to protest against police
brutality only called forth a few workers, 150 to
200, We sold ten REVOLTS."

Washington:

Chicago:

"Received REVOLT. I think the twenty five éopies
will go well,"

"Here are the names of several contacts. They ask
for copies of REVOLT. Here is comrad S..!'s schedule

for soday:... place REVOLT at three different stands
and sell twenty to contacts.'

Philadelphia:

"Send me fifteen coples. Shortly I expect a larger
bundle." _

SUBSCRIBE TO REVOLT

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE
$1.00 SUBSCRIPTION 1 Yr.(261issues)
to
REVOLT

Offtcial Omgan of

REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUE, U.S.
28 East 14th Street New York City




A basic summary of Marxist theory
-and practice, intended grimarily
for new recruits, but excellent
for review. In ten lessons1 B 5
. e

1. The ngié Ideas of garxisﬁ | f ‘
2. The Evolution of Soclety
3. Dialectic Materialism
4. The Development of Capitalism f

B, surplus Value and Gapitalist P;oduction"
6. Capitalist Contradictions and Decline )
7. Imperialism - the Final Stage of Capitalism
8. The State. Dictétorship‘of,fﬁﬁ ?réletg;iatw‘

9. The struggle for Power. The Revolutionary
| et ..The Revo ary

10. The Fourth International
APPENDIX: Guide for Organization of “tudy Groups
I T T e L N T T S
NOTE: The above study course is designed to assist in training
workers in the principles of scientific communism, knowledge of
'which is indispensable for effective work in the class struggle
and for party membership.

BEVOuT-iS publishing installménts of this course seriaili.

With the appearance of ‘the tenth and final lesson the entire
coursa will be issued in pamphlet\form.

- 8ave these su lements. when you will have received the tantb
- 1esson yau wi _ have the eﬁtire caarse,




ABGC OF MARXISM , | _ Pagell
o Lesson Four _ '
THE DEVELOPMENT OF cAPIrALIa

o The clearest understanding of the unrxist conception of history
can be obtained by studying the actual evolution of the mode and tech-
nique of production and tracing the effects of these changes on socilal
institutions and class relations. We will now single out Some of the
more important factors to help build a bacdkground for our future study.
The following is a brief survey of the rise of capitalism and its fur-
ther course of development.

”. bapitdlism arose after a long period of .

struggle between the pobility -and the chuprch on one hand and the
rising class of merchants and mpanpfacturers on the other. The latter -

were the ;gg_;ggiggifgg of their time. They represented a new order of
society and swept aside the remnants of feudal power in a series of re-
volutions which began in Britain in 1642, reached a climax in France ip
and found further expression in the revolutions of 1848 in Germany,

d . As a result of this combined economic and military

strugg e, the merchants and manufacturers triumphed and established the

gystem of society known as ggnl;gl;gg. ‘They became the new exploiters of

labor. The old feudal state and the church were transformed into instru-
ments at the service of this new class. \

THREE ' 1! TA . However, be-
fore capitalism could arise, three maJor eonditions had to exist: One,

;zgggzgzaggmmg;g§ must have been developed to world-wlde scale; Iwo, a
gertain degree of wealth must have been accumulated by a small group of
people; Ihree, there must have arisen a new clags of people who have

nothing to sell but their power to labor and who are compelled by these
circumstances to sell their labor-power in order to live.

L VELOPNE] aND M ECONOMY. Trade existed in primitive
form even 1t prehistoric t'me,'first as simple barter of goods for goods,

and then through the employment of tokens to facilitate exchange (wampum,
cowrie sheills). Precious metals were used as tokens later. Finally, with

the rise of villages and early manufacture, the need for money, a univer-
sal. commodity, arose. 80, the precious metals were coined and stamped.

' The use of money has the following effects: (1) all goods used in ex-
change become conmodities; (2) wealth is concentrated in the hands of

- merchants; (3) products of labor pass out of the hands of the producers
and are no longer under their control; (4) nobility is forced to use
money; (5) the merchant class beccmes dominant within the framework of,
and undermines, the old feudal society. ,

o middle ages,‘two main commodities“were"1mported From the East. spices

;Br the preservation of food; gilks for the ruling class. Italian and
Hanseatic cities became riech and powerful through this trade with the O-
rient. But in the 14th century, the overland route to the Mediterranean
was conquered and closed by the Seljuk Turks. The need for pew routes
brought on the age of discovery and colonization. The discovery of the

compass made possible extended 8ea travel.
i H mmnlﬁ.mg textiles,
sﬁneﬁal, kept pace with the tremenaous development of industry.

I i S ' T E N




Bourgeols economists ascribe the origin of wealth to individyal initiativ
industry, frugality and far-sightedness.. Truth of the Hattor is that pri-
vate viealth has always rown- throgh theft, plunder and’ conquest. The in
- vention of guppowder an gapnon reévolutionized warfare, .putting the commo,

. man in the military -sense on an - eduhl footing with the armored noble on

horseback. Standing armies of common people were used to. subdue the nobi-
:7-1ity "and céonsolidate nations.. The discovery of Africa, America, India and

China meant an enormous’ growth of markets and trade. Production spurted.
f»;Europe went mad for precious metals to act as money.. . The frightful exter-
--mination of natives was part of this frenzy (Cortez in Mexico, Pizzarro

g Peru) The .second .half of the 18th century was.a period of: coloniaa-
. -tion alded by exploitation of virgin lands with slaves.:from 1508:to 1860

* . '15;000,000 negroes were landed in Amcrica from Africa..-About -the same
number 1t {8 estimated,. dicd on the. way. Many. citics. got: ‘their primary
accumuy] ation from the slave trade. The vast improvement in trapspoprt and
’ resulting grom ‘the extension of world trade, helped trans-
-fer cu ture rom-one-‘land to anathecr. Thus gotion was introduced to Eng-
land from India, gg;g;ggg and &gpgggg from America to Europe.

B E.A&LW The factory gystem first came to Ehg-
land from Flanders. Wool manufacture becanec so-important :to English mer-
chants that they revolutionized the entire:'Eng ‘t'sh agricultural system.
For the purpose of raising Sheef large tracts of land were taken by force
and fraud from the peas ant villagers. who held the land in common and
‘were %enclosed" for pasturage (Sec. -the “ingiish Laborer, 1300 to 1925 by
M. and T.R. Fordham) :* Th¢. peasants, dpiven off ‘the land and 4into- the
towns, were converted into wage labqrers in the newly rising factories.

g;gigign_gz_hghgg.' The factory stem was.not marked at- first by any
subdivision labor .within the" afts‘A A factory merely houséd the .
craftsmen. But this assemblirng’ of workers and artisans undér one roof
made possfble the minute division of ‘lebor within eéach craft, and later
to apply machinery to the simpler meéhanical tasks. The -first simple
~division of labor gradually gave way to.more complex division. and final-
1y, with the industrial revolution,, to MACHINOFACTURE, Thus wé sée how
~the need for goods..to. exchange fox imports- from the Far Bast leadsto
new methods of production. A series of remarkable inventions: égggn;gg
). .8tc. .by: Hargreaves, arkright, mpton,
Watts an others, completely revolutionized the methods of protuction.
was transferred to the machine.- Lgss. skilled labor. was substituted
for more skilled; female for male labor; child for adult lavor. Thesge
developments mark the beginning of the perlod Qf modern indu&tryidh '

',‘ ..'.-ﬁ-

R
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'Yorkers become enders Highes’bdvj,ﬁiodfof labor S
ar ges ,n_the factory, in society ahd on 'international sqale._

| tles. Large costly: machines
require special buildings Workers are thrbwn into poverty-
stricken homes around the factories.

4, W&%ﬁﬁmfw "The foundation of a1l
ghly developed division of labor that’is brought about by the

exchange of. commodities is the cleavage between town and country.
We may say that thé entire economic history of society is summed
by the development of - this cleavage between -town and country."--
Marx (Capital) " ‘ , o
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_ | REVOLA -1.688 This was the first social

~ revolution, that 13, the transformation 'of the foundations of society .
_g;g__ggﬁ_gnglg and g brief time, and the establishment of new class re-
lationships. At first the bourgeoisie united with the king in a common
struggle against the lords. The Crown was granted large sums by the
House of Commons. In return it received remission of duties and other
aids ‘to free trade. The merchants helped to mace the Crown powerful,
thys establishing and unifying the national state. But the Crown then
became the last stronghold of feudalism, maxing ever greater demands for
money on the merchants. 'Under the prerogatives of feudallsm, the King
granted trade monopolies to his favorites. Gradually the merchants a-
chieved a natiénal outlook. They felt a need for & strong political
povier to protect their interests, a centralized capitali’st government
with & powerful navy to protect their ships asgainst pirates. They need-
ed a’ stable currency untampered by the King's whims, ihen Cromwell
finally overthrew the King and a "capitalist" monarchy was set up;, the

bourgeoisie established the Bank of hngland, pg%%if_ggpp (to stabilize
money and values-by acting as a safe, guaranteed field of investment),
a gtrong currency and a siropg navy. | . R

H. THE C_E_;RE,‘&LQIIQ&W (P- Lafargue- "Evolution of -
Property) . Here again the merchant class could overthrow feudalism only
with - the aid of ‘the exploited masses, the peasants und workers. Under
the slogan of "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity", this revolution was .an
attack of one form of property on another. It achieved the liberty and
equality of capitalist property owners. The French Revolution, like the
English, rid the merchants of trade restraints,: permitted the unhampered

development of mi_mug_mm, set up a patd Dank, a ma.bu..q
Oebg, a W m a Q ong ol 3 ﬂ, W . - l‘..._.‘ej..w.rl

I. : Heré'also mhose vh did the actyal
fighting were hetrayed. The revolutionur; m@sg&s webc cbmposed of small
farmers  and artisans. From 1783 to 1789 the Left Wing of th¢ revolution
still remaincd in control and prevented the formation of a strang central-
ized capitalist government which could bc uscd ugainst thoelr Intcrests,

By a coup d'état the richcr sections of the ‘population led by Hamilton
maneuvered the adoption of the Constitution over the opposition of the
"Lefts®, OUnder this constitation the propetrtied interests established

their _L_w‘&mkna 15 stable currency and a&mnz_csn&m_w
thorit suppor ed on bayonets. ‘ o L
J. NEW ! . In &all bourgeois revolu-

tions the exploited classes are betrayed at a certaln stage. The capital-
ists, having succeeded in gaining power, compromises with the older ruling
class to "put the lower classes in their place.' The tirst act of the
Cronwell revolution was to crush the Levellers. As Cromwell said: "You
have no other way to-deal with these men but to break them, or they will
break you." Similarly the French Revolution declared against all combina
tions of labor almost 1mmed1ate1y. o :

The capitalist was actually released from all responsibility ‘of labor up-
keen. This was now up to the "free! laborer himself.- The worker is "frec’
to work ior wages in the new factories - or starve. The peasant was pro-
mised the land and freedom from feudulism. But. the bcurgeoisie subjected
them to now and more intense exploitation. The land was once morc taken
from them and put into the hands of large property owners. :

{
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"History shows that when a oubject class bccomes the ru&ing class it is
prepared to.compromise with . the old ruling ¢lass - i orcder to consolidate
all the propertied interests of society against the interests and dcmana<
of the propertyless. - Lafargua.

Comnuni st Manifesto - Marx and Engels;. glﬁ;ﬁﬁagggg_I
Socialism, Utoplan and Scientific - Engels, Chap. I1°
Capital - Marx; V :

Volume I, Pari VII. S
Whither England? - Trotzky; 1 '
Evolution of Property - Lafargue; p. 308 on

Capital - rrx Eastman edition),
FPrench Revolution - P. Kropotkin'
Condition of - the tnglish Working Class in 1844 - Engels
English Laborer, 1300 to 1925 - M. and T. R. Fordham n '

OB
b‘URPLUb W‘ALUL. AnlD CAPITALI-:T ?ROHJCTIO»)

The apglication of the materialist conception of hlstory bo the
problems of the-elass struggle under capitalism demands a knowledge of
scientific economics.. VWhile Marxist political theories -are based on~the
concept of the gtate, scientific ecohomics: is bascd on the lg
of valug. First we will @nelyee the relations betueen Wage .é“j
» value and the transformation ol ngzgg_ighgg .ato ry.stal

LABOR ﬁnde‘r chattel slavery, t:he slave' 3

- anRa: *'é-”. Onder capitalism, the worker!s labor -
appears to be paid labor. these ayPearances are- false. The ' slave
got the minimum;necessittes ‘bf 1life as Vpay", while the vagp-slava'under
capitalism gives theé bbss the greater-portion of ‘his product ag unpaid
labor. Historically thts difference represénts a-change in the foym of
slavery. With the development of feudalism slavery was transformed into
serfdom. This form injturn was changed into wage-labor with the. spread -
of ‘the capitalist mode of production. The slave himself was & ‘commodity
bought and sold by slave-ovners. The wage-worker is not a ‘commodity but
his labor-power is. Deprived of the’ ownerchip of the means 6 production
the worker'is forced o' auction off hours of his life in order to survivc.
Apologists for capitulism deny labor-power is a commodity though they
concede that the slave was a commodity.

B. t_Col '+ 5imply defined, a commodity 1s a useful thing yro-
duced for sale on’ the market. It is the basic unit of all capitalist:
production. 'Labor  power appeared as a commodity with. the advent of the
capitalist mode of production. The wage-woriser Sells his 1abor-power

for a definite period of time: by the hour, day or week; not for all time.
That 18 why the wage-worker-is called a free man.  He 1s 4free" to sell
his labor power on the markct as$ a commodity, or starve He has no other
commodity to sell. )
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_CAF CPIOR. vhen vwe examine the method
of cazitalist )rcouction, one thing strices us immecdictelys goods are
produccd not for use but for sale. To be saleuskle all goods must have
use-value, must supply some human want. But not all use-valucs are. com-
modities, do not embody labor. The manufacturcr or farmer does not pro-
duce goods because they are useful alone, but becuuse he cun sell them.
In capitalist soclety food is not grown to eat, nor is clothing made to
be WOrn, nor are housgcs made to be lived in. No matter hoiw great the nced

for it, the good will not be produced by & capitalist unless it can: be .-

sold. Capitalist proouction is commodity production - for the marxet:

D. LABOR AND LABOB POWER. Labot cLosely resewbles and is often confused
with labor power. Labor power is owned by the wor<er and is his until

it is sold and used in the production process. It is potential labor. It
is the commodity sold by the laborer. .The capitalist buys laror power. as.
a commodity, takes 1t to his factory and puts it to productive use. Here "

potential labor is. converted into dynumic or realized labor. Dynamic labor

and the commodities it produces become the private property of the capi-
talist by virtue of his monopoly of the meams of production. As soon as
labor power enters the productive process it is consumed in the form of
labor and ceases to be a commodity. Labor is as'different from lator
pover as the machine is from the hork it performs. '

E. THE VALUE OF COMMODITIES. Commodities exchange for one another on thc
mariet by virtue. of some common quality or character that can be measured.
As use-values, commodities, being different, cannot enter into quantity
relations. As exchdnge values, however,commodities, beipg the same, capn
enter into quantity relationships., If we ignore their natural qualities
(use-values) there remains only. one. common Quality or likeness: they are
all products ol {abstract) hugan labor, o social, not a natural quality.
How 4is ‘the of a commodity meuasured? By the number of hours
of ‘Labor socially nzcessary to reproduce it. Value must mot be confused
with price. :. The latter fluctuates according to supply and demand. But the
lﬁxfl around which 1t _ebbs. and.flows can be determined only by the¢-amount
of ‘labor embodied An thea. It~wbuid “scem then that “the lazier or clumsier

the man, the mope’ vaiudble ishbisvcommodity. This, however, would be a sad4u3

migtake. You will ‘recall, T ‘asdd the: ward 'socigl' labor, “and many points
arg involved in.this: ualification.=. e mean ‘the quantity of - labor ne-.
cessary for its produzhich ip a- given 3 - 1 , and gggg
age skill of labor employedl (Marx:~ ngue ‘Price: and Profit, p. 61)..
Labor -power, hovever,. is aISO‘a commodity, -since the workeér:gells it on
the labor market. . The : ‘ "is determined by thE: value .
of . the necessaridgs & uired to produce, develope, maintain -and pepétuate
the laboring class." (Same, p. 75). In other. vords, the amount of labor it
takes to produce the labor power. . Wages are the price of labar power. -

‘v:Behind mages is concealed a relationship of exploitation.

Ry ,§Q§2LQ§_2§QQ§; ‘Marx discovered ‘that l“bor pomer is different from 211
other commodities in one fundamental respoct. He found that & worker, in
consuming commodities vhich takes, let us say, . four hours’ of sociully ne-
cessary labor to produce, stores up-enough’ energy to work much more than
four hours. In other vords, labor-has. thc ability fo produte §%zglg§_x,-
iue. By mezcns of .his monvpoly of the means of production,-and because the
worker must sell him his labor pavier, the capitalist takes advantuge of
the. ability of the worker to produce surplus valqe. He takes from the
worker 8 or 10 hours and in return gives the.vorxer: tne four hours pay .
which thc vorker needs to restore his: energies.‘ R :

% et "
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gzn;ng_xglgg is the unpaid portion 2{ the value of the commodity produced
by the worker. It is the source of profit. The degree of cexploitation is

the ratio bctween paid and unpald labor. It is not dependent cn the amdunt
of wages. Colonial workers whose wages are lovi are not exploited to the de
gree that the highly developed industrisl vorkers ure, although the latter
receive a far higher wage. The worker rececives in vages the full valug of
his labor power. The cupitalist realizes surylus value by selling commo-

dities at their value.

"Let us now consider society as a whole. We are not interested in any 1n-
dividual ~ capitalist or any individual worker. e are conterned with how
the whole gigantic machine called the capitulist system is arranged. The
capitalist system employs a vast number of workers, Capital pays them
wages, the value of their labor power. This money enables them to rencw
their labor power, to be again expended in the service, of capitalism. The
working class.not only pays for itself by its oun 1abor, but creates also
the income of the upper class - surplus value.. Through innumersble. chun-
nels this surplus value flows into the coffers of the ruling classes: the
caplitallist himself receives his shure - profit; a purt goes to the lund-
iord - rent; a part goes to ‘the capitalist stute in the farm -of taxes; a
~ part to the merchants, shopkeepers, clergynen,. ¢té. On this surplus. value
‘live all the parasites who are createa by the capitalist bystem.. D

The exp;gitatian of’ labor is the. sourcc of the irrecoqcilable conflict be-
tween thé-classes; It 1s the driving force bchind the: hOPKiﬂg:CldSS for
tne abqlltlon ‘of capitulism and the riges. system.+~ SRR RTINS I

G. THE TWOFOLD CHARACILR Of LABOR. Marx first demonstruted that l&bor

povwer, like all other commodities, has-usg value and exchange value; that
‘i3, Lt has ‘the quality of belng gg_ggg&g“and" Stiact. "This 1s thé pivotal

point on which 'a’clcar: _camprehenslon. of politicgl .economy - turns. " The two-
‘fold nature .of labor does-not signify tic diffcrent kinds of lzbor, but
‘two qualities of on¢ and the same labor. (1) .Lcbor creates use-values. Use-
values invariably take a’ 5peciql, particular. (concret;é) -form sueh :as:tull-
oring, shoemaaing or.an opera&;on An machine’ produetion.. (2). Lebor. hus the
secon quality ‘of ‘creating exchange:vﬂlue. 4s such it takes .. generdl or
ABSTRACT form. Abstract labor is homobeneous, qndixferentiatud soetal. labor.
It can bc measured in time units.¥ Creft or gkill gcnerates « distinction
between ) m a . In computing the vualue of u commodity
complex labor must be rcduced to simple .labor of which it 1s composed. It
is now clear that value originates not “fn-nature but in soclety. It is
not a relation between things but betieen men. e

H. MONLY. Uoney is. the s&andara ‘of. rice ol ‘the measure of value. In
.$his 'sense 1t serves s & mediud of ¢ rculafion. Gold and silver by naturc
are not money. They &re used Tor moncy becuause ‘the physical properties of
these metals enable them to function best as money. This is possible be-
cause gold and silver coins -&ré-‘theriselves-‘commoditics embodying crystul-
ized labor. Money does not express value directly, but indirectly, as
price. "Price is the money,namc or VulUC realized in & commodity." It is &
ronetary expressIOn of, valug,, , o) faciLitat(g circulation and
functions as part, of‘Capitaiiﬁé ooitkeeping., It can replace gold as a mediwm
of circulation but ‘cannot be‘a standard of valiie.” Gold and not paper 1s tho
equivalent of soclally necessary labor time embodied in commoditics.
*# NOTE: Two "technology! engineers, L.P. slfred and J.2. Hannum, advocate
measurement of production by "kilo-mun-hours" or kmh's as & basis for capi-
talist planning. In the final analysis. this 1s the recognition by emincnt
capitalist engineers of the labor theory ol value.

. bl
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I. CAPITAL. All commodities are reduceable to crystalized labor time.
Capital is a special form of commodity which multiplies itself by causing
labor to create .surplus values. It exists in various forms: as money;

as machines, buildings, land, ete.; and as :accumulations of goods, raw
materials, etec. It is a %legl_:glg&ignﬁhig, by which the capitalist uses
labor for the creation of nevw surplus values. "It is the lordship of past
stored-up; realized labor over actual, living labor that trunsforms the
stored-up labor into capital." (Marx - Wage-labor and Capital, p. &l)
"Capital does not consist in the fact that stored-up labor is used by liv-
ing labor as a means for fidrther production. It consists in the fact that
living labor serves as the means where stored—up 1abor may maintain and
multiply its ovn exchange-value." (bam

The mere development of commodities and money does not suffice for the ad-
vent of capltal. Capital was born only when the development has proceede@
to the point where the ovner of commodities and money meets in the market
and purchases the "free" laborer's labor power. The appearance of capital
in - history marks a new economic epoch. '

J. JHE agggxg&gz;og OF CAPITAL. Not all the surglu; value ‘that the eapi-

talist expropriates Is used up by the capitalist for his immediate needs.

Most of it 1s used over again in further production. He adds it to his

capital. He extends his undertakings. He installs more productive machirc

thereby displacing vorkers and creating an "industrial reserve army".:

builds greater plants. This new industrial machinery, this increased capi~

tal, 'set in motion by labox receives still greater quantities of surplus

value., Thus capital rolls on like a snowball, with every turn gathering 4

larger masses of surplus values. ; } 1
b

K. ZIHE ANARCHY OF THE CAPITALLST SYSTME.  As 1s nou apparent, cupltalisn
is not a well-ordered society. Resting on exploitation, it is split into
classes. No real organized production and distribution of the necessitie.
of 1ife is possible. Plans like those of the Technocrats, Sinclairts Lpic
Plati, or the soclal schemes of the New Dealers, designed to organize pro-

- duqtion and distribution under capitalism, are utopian. &s long s goods
are produced for profit and not for use, anarchy in production must preval
As long as the working class is exploited, real SOCidl planning that woul«
‘benefit society &s a vhole 13 impossible. '

“ - e | e L
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