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REVOLT is published to present the ideas of Marxism
to the working class. The alm of Marxism is to over-
throw the capitalist system and estublish a worgers!'
government. REVOLT is dedicated to that purpose.

To overthrow ¢apitalism the workers need a revolution-
ary party. all existing parties are non-Marxian.
REVOLT agitates for the creation of a new Communist
party in this country and on a world scale. It agi-
tates for the creation of a Communist Fourth
International.

To overthrow capitalism, to build a revolutionary
party the Marsists must tell the workers the truth
about the world they live in. REVOLT exposes the
rottenness of capitalist soclety and will explain
the connecction between the daily struggle of the
oppressed for bread and their need to overthrow the
capitalist system in order to obtain it.

We are living on the eve of the outbreak of the second

world war. RA&VOLT agitates against the war before it
breaks out and after it hus begun. RiVOLT will agitate
for the defeat of the army wnd nuvy of the smerican
imperialists as the means of trunsiorming the imperial-
ist war into civil war aguinst capiltualism. :

REVOLT will be published in this form as frerently as
possible, until it can be printed.
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THE WaR o170 ATION

The imperialist powers are inexorably driven to a new world
war by the acceleration of the decay of the system on which they
are basged, - the capitalist systeam of production. after a very
short period of partial recovery from the crisis whico began in
1989, world production coming near to the level of 19«8 but world
trade amounting only to 60% of the world trade in lS«3, a new cri-
sis is developing with a rapid increase of unemployment and with
the promise of such a devastating paralysis of the productive
forces that, in order to stave off the collapse, every imperialist
nation is compelled to seek an "issue" out of the crisis.

On the badis of capitalism, a soclal system of competition and
and exploitation, the only avenue is a redivision of the world, the
crushing of one imgerialist country by the other, or one group of
imperialist countries by another group, the only avenue is a new
imperialist war, through the result of which the situation ol the
victor would be eased at the expense of the Vunquished.

In this respect the capitalist governments have no illusions
whatever. They are all preparing ior war. The amount spent for
arms in 1937 was almost three times that of 18ls. In the race of
armament, of course, the great imperialist powers are setting the
pace. Of 64 nations the six leading imperialist powers (United
States, Britain,France,Germany,ltaly,dJapan) and the toviet Onion
(a workers! state surrounded by a hostils capitalist world) pro-
duced 76.1% of the guns, tanks, cannons wund other means of war.

Parallel with this race for armament another preparation for
war is going on, feverish diplomatic machinations to win allies
and to isolate the opponents, a diplomatic game in which the life
of millions of workers and the ifate of the world is at stake.
Every move in this game 1s made under and according to the pressure
of imperialist antagonisms. The moves already made cun be under-
stood, the moves to be made cun be foresccn and contradictions can
be explained only on the bagis of such antagonisums.

THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN BRITISH AND YARKEE IMPERT ALT oM

In 1914 Germany was the greatest imperialist threat to Brit-
ain's colonial empire. OUnified as a result of victory over [rance
in 1871, German capitalism in forty years became the most aggres-
sive rival of British capitalism. Its fuvorable geographical
position, 1ts rapidly expanding productive forces, its rapidly
growing "spheres of influence' .nd its expanding colonial empire
and 1ts great military power to back up its trade aggression, all
this constituted such a threat to British domination that war, in
which practically the whole world becume involved, was inevitable.

But no sooner was Germany crushed, a new and still more power-
- ful rival urose, - the United States, replacing Germany as Brit-
ain's greatest imperialist rival.
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In the. struggle England is losing ground constantly.

A few figures will suffice to throw a vivid light on the
change of relationship of the two in world economy.

Of the total world trade in 191é ingland!'s share was 16%, that
of the U.S. lxh. In 1936 the share of the U... was 16% and that °
of England l&jp. '

The export ofgoods by England between 191¢ and 198 decreased
by 5%, the export of the U.s. in the same period increased by 48%.

The 0.8, in 192% had a favorable trade balance of 375 million
dollars, England had an unfavorable balance of one billion. In
1928 the favorable trade balance of the U.u. rose to one billion
dollars, the unfavorable trade balance of Englund increased to
one billion, seven hundred million dollars. '

For England, being an exporter of almost exaclusively manufac-
tured goods, a change in the character of american export is high-
ly important. In 1913 the U.s. export of food and raw material
was more than half and the export of manufactured goods was less
than half of the total export. In 19«9 the export of food and raw
material was 3%k, the export of manutactured goods was 68/ of the
total, a change indicative of & keener competition against England
in the world markets. :

Taking a specific part of the world market, Englund's plight
is further illuminated. Of the total imports to all Latin-imeric-
an countries in 1913 England's shure was 25%, that of the U.5. z4hk;
in 1927 England'!s share shrunk to 16w, the share of the U.b. rose
to 35%.

More important than anything else, England's position as
"hanker of the world! up to the world war otf 1914-1918, was taken
over by the U.S. during and after the wur. The immense strides
made by the U.8. as & creditor nution is shown by the following
figures: Total capital investments of the U.u. in foreign coun-
tries- 2 billion 605 million dolluars in 1914, l« billion 630 ,
million dollars in 1935. 1In 1913 the D.s. was a debtor nation, its
investments being exceeded by its foreign debts to the tune of
i1 billion 895 million dollars. In 19¢5H it had a favoruble balance
of 7 billion 525 million dollars.

finally, in comparing the financial strength of the two great
imperialist rivals, it should be noted thuat the national debts of
the U.8. is about 50% of its average yeurly national income,
Britain's national debt is ®00% of its national income. Consequent-
ly, in addition to aggression against Britain on every field of
economy, in building up a military machine, the D.L. is able to
outbuild Britain. :

On the other hand, the rapidly expanding productive forces
of American capitalism, the accumulution of surplus capital and
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v cbnsequently, the urgent need for colonial expansion compels
American imperialism to attempt to.bring about a redivision of the
world. The need of American jmperialism is to dominate the earth.
To dominate the earth American imperialism must crush British
imperialism.

_ To sum up: In the decay epoch of world capitalism, the U.S.,
in relation to English capitalism is growing stronger. RBeonomic—-
ally Yankee imperialism is on the offensive, constantly gaining,
mainly at the expense of British imperialism. as in 1914 against
Germany, British imperialism in order to save itself, must tuke a
military offensive against VYankee imperialism. btanding alone,
such an undertaking is hopeless. Britain, because of her weaknessy
must seek allies. uhe needs, above all, an Buropean block. The
policy of British diplomacy is dictated by this necessity.

BRITALN AND THE “ROMi-BERLIN axIy

Colonial expansion is a life and death guestion for both
German and Italian imperialism. In comparison with the colonial -
empire of British, French, Japanese or Yungee imperialism, they
are the "have-not! countries, Germany more than It.ly. ©ince both
were hindered by the British-french bloc, they had to join hands
and establish cooperation in supporting each other. an European
bloc under the leadership of England is inconceivable unless the
Rome-Berlin axis is broken. It is recognizéd by British diplomacy
~that a price must be pald both to Germuny and to Italy for lining

up with England. ome of the price already paid to Germany:
rearming Germany, return of the Saar, domination of Danzig, re-
militarization of the Rhineland, a complete scrapping of the
Versailles peace treaty, annexation of Austriu, free hand for inter-
vention in Spain. Heavy prices, reluctuntly puid, but paid., 4and
England is ready to pay even more: Extension of hegemony over
Czechoslovakia, over Hungary and, probably the last but not least,
a part of the territory of the psoviet Union, - Ukraine. By paying
these heavy prices, (of course, at the expense of others) British
imperialism is creating a future danger for itself but it has no
choice, the rivalry of American imperialism being its greatest and
most immediate danger. The price puld to Italy: toleration of the
conquest of Ethiopa, free hand in Spain. There can be no doubt
that during the Anglo-Italian negotiations recently begun, Italy
will exact still heavier prices. L

Interwoven with thls policy of ‘'appeasement' of Germany and
Ttaly is the policy of holding Frunce in check, breaking up the
nL,ittle Entente", for a long time the basis of the hegemony of
France over Bastern Rurope. Moreover, the British policy in re-
gard to France is culculated to break up the French-Russian mili-
tary alliance. 4ll concessions already given and to be given to
Germany is at the expense of this alliance. DBvery move made by
 England to hold down fronce rendered this alliance more and more

impotent and meaningless. :

:~.
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By breaking the Rome-Berlin axis, by lining up both Germony
and Italy for an Burogean bleoc under British leadershnip, by under-
mining and destroying the former dominant position of France and
compelling her to fall in line together with Germuny and Italy,
British imperialism is getting ready to meet the challenge orf
American imperialism.

One of the aspects of the policy oi British diplomacy is to
hold America in check by offers of collaborution, agreements on
armament limitations, etc.

It is not excluded that, in case ingland's plan for a Buro-
pean bloc is frustrated, ingland and america may find themselves
on the same side in the war. In that case the imperialist. an-
tagonism between them will not be eliminated. They will fight
the war with the aim of settling its outcome at the expense of:
the vanquished but primarily at each otherks expesse.

STUMBLING BLOCKS IN THE WAY OF BRITISH IMPERT ALLSM

English imperialism has a difiicult tasg to overcome grave
obstacles in the way of the bloc she seeks. One of them is the
deep rooted antagonism between French and German imperialism. Lt
is not excluded that French imperialism, in sheer desperation,will
draw the line; no more concessions. another is the struggle in
the British capitalist class, one section of which wants an alli-
ance with Germany and another section which wants uan alliance based
on France against Germany. The defeat of Eden and the new Chamber-
lain policy signify that the - section striving for the alliance
with Germany gained the upper hand. But the opposition is very
powerful as the reaction to Hitler's Austrian coup demonstrates.

It is not excluded that Germany, strenghtened and emboldened
by the concession already gained and by the possibility of a bloc

_~with American imperialism against British imperialism will set a

new price Britain cannot afford to pay - return of the lost colo-
nies, held by England.

It is not excluded that Italy in the preseamt peace negotia-
for the same reasons wilk demand a price Britain cannot afford to
pay - control over the Mediterranian. sny incldent may be the
spark exploding the powder kegs on which Hurope is sitting belore
England gets her bloc. In addition, it is not excluded that the
struggle in Asia may yet be the spark to ignite the world.

But whatever turn events will take, american imperialism is
bound to be involved in the swiftly approaching imperialist world
war. Its very existence, as an imperialist country, being depen-
dent on itg share of world domination, it cannot play the role of
a bystander while its own fate is being decided.
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 AMERICAN COUNTER-OFFENUIVE

While England is going ahead with these preparations for war,
American imperialism is not idle. Through its vgood neighbor:
policy it is consolidating the Western hemisphere under Yankee
leadership. Through its 'most favored nation» trade agreements
is trying to draw within its orbit as many nations as possible. "
By creating separate Facific and Atlantic navies 1s getting ready

' to strike out both against lingland and Japan at the same time.

THE SOVIET UNION

_ - As already pointed out, the policy of British diplomacy is
directed against the voviet Union as well as against the United
States. The war danger for the woviet Union is an ever present
danger no matter what variant takes place. The toviet burocracy,
under the leadership of Stalin, relies for defense not on the world
proletariat but on military alliance with imperialist powers. The
greatest weakness of the soviet Union lies in this false policy.
This weakness can be overcome only by a violent overthrow of the
Stalinist regime and a restoration of the gains of the October
revolution. Only thus can the wvoviet OUnion help the Buropean pro-
letariat to turn the imperialist war into a civil war and find

security for herself in a victoriocus proletarien revolution in
Europe.

~ The internal situation in the United states is taking shape
under the pressure of the international situation as outlined above.
In the second section we will take up the internal situation in the
United States and in the third section, the world Labor Movement
and the revolutionary Party. : '

IR AR TR T o
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HOLL AND KENNEBDY REVHAL aMBRICal W&R rOQLICY

On March 17th secretary of ttate, Cordell Hull, made a speech
before the National Press Clyb. On March 18th the Dnited itstes
Ambassador to Great Britaln made a speecih before the Pilgrim's
Dinner in London. Both speeches were made [or the purpose of ex-
plaining the foreign policy of the Dnitved utates government in re-

o action to the selzure of austria by German imperialism. Cn March
19th Hull made a statement at his daily press conference which
- iclarified® the policy of the government still more.

Hull and Kennedy protested at very great length that the gov-
ernment they represented was a peace loving government that was
interested only in high principles of international law, in the
welfare of humanity and peace.

Neither gentleman explained why the government is reconsider-
ing its Phillipine policy with the aim of postponing independence,
even of the kind they were doling out, indefinitely. Nor did they
have a word to say about the shameful spectacle we all saw recently
when a group of reformist senators tried to put the anti-lynching
bill through the Congress and the die hard reactionaries filibust-
ered it to death. .

NATTONAL INTEREST

All the fine words they used about principles are lies.
Kennedy made that ac clear as daylight. He told his British aud-
ience that the United States would fight if it so decided or would
remain neutral. He said it was a dangerous miscnnception to think
that the United States would fight only if it were invoived. and .
he made it just as clear in his plain blunt speech that what would
determine whether the United States fought or not would be “based
mainly on the fundamental and firm ground of national interestw.
That is, of course, the solemn truth.

But that is exactly what determines the foreign policy of ev-

ery single capitalist country in the world - its national interests

4 The national interests of the capitalist class in every is in con-
fliet with the national interests of the capitalist class of every
other country. That is why war is inevitable under the capitalist

¢ system. The Dnited States is no different from all the rest. and
the more the Hulls and Kennedys prate about principleées the more
they are trying to befuddle the working class about their true
intentions.

As far as international law and anarchy are concerned Hull .
showed by his press conference statement that his long speech was
a hypocritical jumble of words. He told the press that the govern-
ment condemned the methods by which austria was seized but that it
accepted it. In the House of Commons Lord Halifax said the same
~  thing. The condemnation is for internal consumption, for the paci-
fication of the masses.
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ETHIOPT A alND «0LTRI A

The conguest of HEthiopa by Ituly 1: also an accompllshed fact.
British and erican diplomacy have condemned the methods by which
this fact was accomplished. But-neither has recognized it as yet
Why then do ‘they "accept!" the subjugation of iustria®? DBecause in-
the former case they had nothing to gain immediately. Ifngland re-
serves the recognition of the eonQuest'of Bthiopia -as a joint to be
conceded in her bargaining with Ifaly. The United States can store
it up for future use. ; ’

, In the case of the suppression of nustria both the United
States and England are interested to prevent each other from getting
the inside track in German politics. The Unlited vtates has the edge
over EBngland in German economy. A British-German bloc against the
United States would threaten the United vtates with the loss of
tremendous stakes in Burope and defeat in the war. 4an american-
German bloc would threaten the British eupire with destruction.
Hence each country hastens to accept the fact with’ whlcn Germuny
presentb themn,

L L A L s o PP P . , T
TR WA AR A I R s A A T s

THIRD CONVENTION OF THi LiaGUE

The Third National Convention of the Revolutionary Workers
League,0.5. will convene in New York City on april &0 and May lst.

The Convention is necessary to consolidate the Marxists and
organlze their actlivity to meet the situdtion which is maturing in
this country as a result of the economic crisis and the feverish
preparations for war, and to liguidate the revislonist tendency
which controls the Central Committee of the League. The most prom-
inent representative of this tendency is Ochlor.

Under the leadership of Oehler thé Centrul Committee has re-
hected the demand for the Convention. It has rejected the proposal
of the comrades demanding the Convention that the Convention be or-
ganized by a Parity Committee composcd of an egual number of com-
rades from each side to function on a basis of agreement, and is
suspending and expelling all ecomrades Oppogad to it.

The Convention is belng organized by the Convention Organlza-
tion Committee which consists of comrades elected by the Units and
comrades demanding the Convention. The Convention Orgonization
Committee is an extraordinary body provided for in the Constttution
of the Lcague, for the purpose of orgunizing a national convention
whenever the membership reuuvests it and the Central Committee re-
fuses to organize it. The Convention Organization Committee is the
representative of the Marxist tendency in the League.

The agend:a of the Convention is: The obgcotlve gituation the
League Confronts; Review of the utruggla of{ the League to Build a
Party (Spain and the U.5.); Democratic Centralism; Relation of
Program,Press and Leadership to the Building of a Revolutionary
Party; Our Tasks; Constitution; Disciplinary Action; Election of
a Leadership. (continued on Pageis)
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CONDITIONS TN oF alN
The tragedy of the Spanish Civil War is drawing to a close.
The rebellion of Franco stands on the threshold of victory.

The imperialist brigands of Burope - the "democratic® powers
and the Fascist dictatorships - are settling the fate of the span-
ish workers and peasants. In the chancellries the di;lomats are
arranging the details. So much for this power and so much for
that. Germany and Italy want naval bases. Germany wantg sources
of supply of ores and other necessary materials for her heavy in-
distry¥. England wants to protect her investments, Gibraltar and
lines of communication with Africa across the Mediterranean and
assurances against attack from the land south of the btyrennes.The |
Stalinists in the Soviet Union are more modest. They are satisfied
that proletarian revolution no longer menaces their domination.

The oppressed Spanish masses will foot the bill with their
misery. But the probléms of Spanish society will not be solved be-
cause capitalism cannot solve them. Out of the agony of dying dpain
will .be born the vietorious proletarian revolution of tomorrow.

The Spanish workers are going down to defeat because they had
no revolutionary party to show them the road to victory over capi-~
talism. TIn its absence they put their faith in the ropular Front.
How the Popular Front choked the revolution to death while the
workers strove to fight Franco-is told by our comrade in Barcelona
who reports conditions there under the Government of Victory.

FRARN AR
Barcelona, Jan.&8, 1938,
Dear Comrades:

The past month has witnessed almost daily air raids in Barcelon:
‘and a number of other Catalan and spunlsh cities have been severely
punished, 1In Yreprisal' the republicun planes bomb the cities in
the rebel territory. Uswally there is some military objective which
gerves as a target, but the airmen are not noted for their courage
,and rarely come low enough to hit closer than a couple of city block
“from their objective., The raids in Bargcelona, coupled with the
~hunger and general demoralization attending the liquidation of the
rémaining revolutionary conquests, are steadily demoralizing the
civilian population. The.women on the queuegy the petty business
men, as well as a very large proportion of the workers and especi-
ally the "white collar" type, openly advocate a "settlementd., buch
a sentiment is also sald to pervade the conscript forces at the
front. It is the revolutionary workers who still want to prose-
: /pute the war and lick the fascists. They feel that the government
spoliticians are sabotaging their struggle at the front.

The forces charged with guarding the city against alr raids
are practically useless. The Government boasts that they have

o
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every modern instrument and gudget with which to see and hear the
‘enemy planes and with which to shoot at them and chase after them.
This may or may not be true, but they would have done better to
spend the money for a steam shovel, to dig a few deep holes in N
which to protect themselves from the bombs. The warning sirens al-
most invariably blow after the plunes have dropped thelr bombs and
are headed seaward again. The government plunes never take to the
air until fifteen or twenty minutes later. There wuas one excep-
“tion to the rule, on which occuslon an Italian plane was brought
down in a suburb before dawn). The air raids take place at any -
hour and in almost any weather. With the exception of the aristo-
cratic suburbs on the slopes of Tibidabo and Vallvidrera, every
other section of the city has been bombed at least once. Of course
the industrial areas and proletariun quarters in the vicinity of
~large factories are the hardest hit. About five days ago, the K
Maternity Hospital, Clinical Hospital and Model Prison were bombed.
A number of new-born infants were killed in the first, and three -
fascist prisoners were killed in the latter. as a result of the
‘bombing there was heavy rioting in the prison, & nuuber of prison-
ers escaped including some CNT people and the guards restored order
by the use of machine guns and hand grenades. The exact story is
not known as the papers carry no news at all of the episode, and
such reports as I have been able to gather are very contradictory,

During one air raid early in January, a woman in the street
was blown through the grate of a door and the glass shattered. The
heavy bars of the grate acted as knives and the majority of the
“victims body was scattered about the vestibule Injide the door.

SMaLl, CHaNGE

The government is incapable of solving even the most simple
problems. Early last year, after three or four months delay, bread
ration cards were issued which eliminated the necessity of people

standing in line for hours for bread. osince then every other item
of importance has run very low, and all the thousands of govern-
ment politiciansg and job holders uare incapable of applying the same
,System to tobacco, beans, oranges, sugar, rice, etc. The most shin-
“ing example of the ineptitude of the officlal burocracy, is demon-
strated by the problem on small change. With the issuance of
thousands of brand new five and ten and fifty peseta notes and the
fall of the peseta on the international exchange, where it is now,
worth one-fifteenth what it was in July 1936, the silver coins i
naturally disappeared from circulation. bBilver peseta pieces diss
. 'appeared completely about ten months ago, and it was not until the
/ middle of January that the Government issued paper notes to re-
place them as tokens for trading purposes. Every small town in
the country, some provincial governments, many unions and a number-,
of private enterprises printed their own private local bills or "
hMygles! to fill this need. Now the new bills are appearing in
small quantities, and have the nerve to carry the date 1937. 4 few
months after the disappearance of the silver, as the peseta contin-
ued to fall, the nickle and copper coins also disuappeared. It is
hardly logical to expect a full ounce of -  copper to remain in
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circulation as tokens of a currency in the terms of which they had
come to be worth less than one D.5. cent.

There was a period when the average citizen wasted at least
% to 2 hour daily waiting for change. They would not admit you
into the subway station until they could give change... and there
was no change. This happened in all of the stores, cafes,etc.
Finally after about two months or more of waiting for the Govern-
ment to do something, the private enterprises and unions commenced
to issue their own "vales" or I0Us. No establishment would ac-
cept the IOUs of the others and it was necessary to carry a pocket-
ful of assorted paper slips and cardboard tags, und aluminum tokens
amounting in the aggregate to several pesetas. BEvantually, they
commenced accepting each others I0Us at least those of the street
cars, busses, subways, movies, barbershops,etc. as well as half
worn out but uncancelled postage stamps. Many small towns printed
there own IOUs for 5,10,15 and &5 centimes but Barcelona did not
do so until well into Januvary, at which time, the minicipality
announced BEFORE issueing its own tokens that the others were all
invalidt! The city governments presses had barely gotten under way
and the damned things were still a novelty, when the Central Gov-
ernment decreed that this was infringing on its prerrogative to
print money and that said I0Us as well as all others are invalid.
A short time limit was set, for their liquidation and the govern-~
ment promised to issue money to replace all of.the private and
municipal I0OUs, small change tokens and local paper money,etc. As
stated above a few of the new paper one pesetu notes are in circu-
lation, and it is gaid that metal tokens of 50 centimos also ex-
1st. I have seen none as yet but am afraid that I must yet exper-
ience this thrill. During the worst period of silver hoarding
before the local bills commenced to appear, the central government
- commenced issueing bright yellow coins with a bunch of grapes and
-neatly marked 'Yone peseta®, but these never became very plentiful.
It was said that they were brittle and got broken easily. The
Barcelona city government lagged several months behind the small
provincial towns in issueing its one pescta and 4 peseta notes.
Then, many months later, when the situation demunded chicken feed,
the bright city fathers issued nice pink notes worth one und one
half pesetas each. This was the Reight of stupidity and everybody
cussed loudly...... but it had no effect for four more long months
were to roll by before they got the 10 and 15 centimo IOUs off the
press. _

If I have gone into this secondary matter of small change it
is because of it being such a typical outstanding example of the
way the government burocracy works in Spain under the “Government
of Victory™",
HONGER

Hunger is now widespread in Catalonia. Sugar beets, an almost
inedlble cabbage and a few turnips are the only thing to be found
in the markets. These as well as the small amount of rationed foods,
are being sold at relatively high prices. Meals in restaurants
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have risen 400 percent in one yeur. This 1s of course in terms of
pesetas, but wages are still paid in pesetas and have not risen pro-

 portionately. The Government has pet categories to which food is ~

distributed. A whole series of favored and privileged groups are

 being created, and consolidated. The police forces (Assault guards,-.

Civil Guards, Carabineers, etc.) and the government burocrats with

soft, well-paid -jobs are given the opportunity to buy food at very

low prices. Bggs, which are not available on the open market at all
are sold by speculators as high as 40 pesetas a dozen in Barcelona.
Government favorites can buy them through government organized
ncoopsh. At five pesetas a dozen. and so on down the line.......

Begging in public places has increased greatly. If one per-

'sists in getting that choking feeling every time a beggar is re-~

fused, it is certain to be fatal, They haunt the streets,restau-
rants and cafes continually. A new child industry has developed of
late which is not far removed from begging. Thousands of kids from
six to fourteen chase up and down the streets in and out of cafes
and stores, through the street cars and around the theatre entran--
ces in search of cigarette butts and vales of small denominations
which rather than bother themselves with carrying about, muny people
especially the petty burocrats throw away. The cigarette butts are
usually very short and are always very rare since the tobacco short-
age. Many herbs and leaves are smoked leaving larger butts, but the
kids only gather the *genuine! ones which are sniffed at or other-
wise examined and then shoved into dirty pockets or small boxes.
They are later sold by weight to individuals who make them up into
new cigarettes to be sold all over again in proletarian neighbor-.
hoods. :
In spite of the price increases, the restaurants and cafes are
crowded, most of the permunent crowd consisting of petty function-
aries of the government and unions and political parties. There are
thousands of these parasites who do absolutely nothing all ‘day but
hand around the public places. ‘ , :

Barcelona is infested with Governments. Elghteen months after

the July revolution which pushed the then weak Generality government
into the shade and brought real control into the hands of a some-
what confused and bewildered but nevertheless - for the moment -
determined working class, Barcelona, the ¢ity of the revolution
finds itself the seat of a whole host of governments. The National
and Generality are here, as also the Barcelona municipal government.
These may be considered 'normal'. But the Basque government with an
abundance of functionaries and muny flags and ridiculous zouva
uniforms is also very much in evidence. any number of provincial
and municipal governments in exile also "fimction'® in Barcelona,If
the mayor of St. Someplace or other of the province of Malaga or
Santander, was lucky enough to get out with the city treasury before
the fascists arrived, he was soon joined by ull of the other city
officials who then continue to draw their salaries and continue to
hold their offices and titles as long us the money holds out. The

- Provincial governments do the sume thing. The Busque Government

knowing that the crash was coming -- why shouldn!'t they, they were

" responsible accomplices®-- managed to evucuate Bus kadi with

billions of pesetas. The whole burocracy of the Basque country now
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functions and collects its salaries in Burcelona and Paris. [ar Je
it from them to walk out on their country in its hour of need. .
Fuskadi will continue to live and function as an autonomous govern-
ment untll its treasury is exhausted.

REFU Gl

. While the capitalist politicians are thus sacrificing them-
selves and priding themselves on what stalwart "snti-fasclsts® they
are, the great mass of refugees is having a very difficult time.The
Basque children who had taken refuge in @ngland are being sent back
to live under the swastika in Bilbao. Those i1n Catalonia are to a
great extent being cared for by locul municipalitics. In general I

‘believe the Catalan workers hove done their duty by the refugees,

placing them in industry, their children in homes and on farms.But
there are many incidents of an extremely disagreeable sort. On the
queues, the Catalzns and the refugees have innumerable dquabblés,
the Catalans often throwing up to the refugees that the latter have
come here to take the food out of their mouths. The Asturians will
then reply with accusations that Catalonia and the Central Govern-
ment left them abandoned in the north at the mercy of the advancing
fascists. Petty squabbles perhaps which lead nowhere, but which
seem very important te the civilian population of Barcelona, made
irritable and neurasthenic by hunger,cold, and air raids.

There can be little doubt that thousands of refugees, war
cripples and their children are literally starving in republican
Spaln today. The loafer, "exile" burocrats have all in abundance
and preferential treatment from the food distribution agencies,
while many refugee women have taken to prostitution in Barcelona's
streets. Many cripples sell lottery tickets. Playing has increased
greatly. For the peseta spent on the tickets one can be no worse
off than one already is, and may perhaps win the price of a few
square meals. There is no organized protest among the masses against
these sufferings. A crippled veterans demonstrution that was attem-
pted was a hopeless flop as bthere was no organization, no advertis-
ing and corisequently no turnout. The -masses are just grumbling,
hoping for peace soon and waiting patiently. NOT ONk OF ThHE SO
CALLED REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATIONS I3 MaKING THE SLIGHTLST ATTEMPT
TO TORN THE MASS DISCONTENT AND oOFFERING INTO REVOLUTIONARY CHaN=
NELS, The result is that the backward elements even amont the prole-
tariat would welcome any change -- even a fascist victory-- if this
meant peace.

PRIETO- LTaLINIHTS- CNT

Prieto (Right Socialist) as the most faithful agent of British
imperialism is still in the ascendency. The otalinists are making
a bit of a demagogic stage play to the left, bidding for greater
mass support, at the same time that they attempt to displace iPrieto's
force by proving themselves the most aggressive supporters of cap-
italist interests. The CNT leadership rubs its nose in the mire
daily, showing how "loyal! they can be, and how much they want

"unity". The anarchist rank and file are like babes in the wood.

They are torn between the plausible opportunist arguments which
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their leaders have 1earnéd by rote from the stalinist text book and
now peddle second hand (while the stalinists themselves are several
lessons ahead), and an inherent revolutionary sentiment which finds

for the present extremely passive,limiting their leftism to cafe ‘
gossip and occasional blasts in the underground press. Meanwhile,
the flower of their following is being cut to pieces at the front.

No figures are printed regarding the number of casualties, but they .

are known to be very high in the Teruel sector. It is the anarchist.

and POUM forces that are being thrown in as shock troops on every
occasion, being uselessly and purposefully sacrificed. This is a
fact that cannot be demonstrated by documents, but all reports chek.

 QIL AND GOLD

The news published in all the Spanish press recently, includ-
ing the CP papers, concerning the default in oil payments by the
Italian Ministry of Marine to the Soviet petroleum trust, has
aroused considerable comment among the workers here. It is a very
effective expose of the type of Usolidarity" the UbSR is giving to
the Gpamish republican forces. Spain must pay in gold, in advance,
for all supplies received from the USSR, which has drained the
country of its agricultural produce, most of which is being shipped
abroad to cover payments while the native population starve. Italy
an the other hand, has until a few days ago, according to these
official reports, been receiving on credit, Russian oil, to facili-
tate the movement and operation of her sea and ailr fleets. "Frente
Roje", official organ of the CP, published in Barcelona, prints the
story with no comment other than the very 'masty" headline: "They
are not only agressors, but frawdulent traders as well". This will
not increase the popularity of the USSR and the Stalinists however.

FRIENDS

But while the Stalinists are trying to save Russia's prestige
and their own, the CNT Barcelona daily press, "Solidaridad Obrera,
has discovered new and better defenders of the workers. Today's
Soli, Jan.28, carries a very promising headline, as follows: .
"The Failure of the Sixty Families; The policies of Mexico and of -
North America, favor the conquests of the proletariat’. The con-
cluding sentence of a long winded article that is illustrated with
anything but flattering caricatures of Rooscvelt and Cardenas,
reads as follows: "We have explained in general outline, the poli-
tical panorama of Mexico and North America, which it will be ob-
served, 1s in every way favorable to proletarian conquests.d Can
people who draw such conclusions regarding the labor movement and
the capitalist state in other countries, and above all in imperial-
ist America, be expected to accomplish anything of a positive nature
in their own country?

CRACKING DOWN

The government, playing for foreign imperialist support, and
vserving the interests of capitalist property rights in general, 1is

PR
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cracking down on the workers! control of industry. Barly in January
a decree was issued to the eirect that no more cooperatives were %o
be allowed to be formed. Later a government decree ordered that all
citizens must be members of elther the CkT or the UGT. This tends
to further water down the union conposition, flooding the prole-~
tarian organizations with non-proletarion elements.

At the beginning of the year, the Government took steps to
take over forcibly, all of the shops and factories of the chemleal
industry, as a war measure. The CHT Dnion of Chemicul Froducts, |
defying leading commithees of the CNT who as usuul advised smoderds.
tion", by agreement with the Metal Workers Onion,CNT. told the .
Government that ir 1t insisted in its atbtitude the Metal and Chemi-
cal unions would call a general strike, oven Chough thelr orgoniza-
tion, (CNT) did not back them up. The Government capitulated. The
newspapers never even mentioncd the matter abt all. Bven the CNT
papers killed the story. ‘

SIRIKY

" Last week the Government of the Catalon Generality amnounced
in“the press that it had decided to take over the operation of all
Public Spectacles. uince the beginning ol the revoiution ull
theatres, movies, dog races; ball games, etc. have been operated by
the SUEP, the CNT public spectacles workers unicns. The workers met
and rejected the Generality decision. The leadership sald nothing,

gither that of the upper commitbees of of Lhe SUEP itself. The rank
" gnd filers took the ifloor und neld it. A general strike in the in-

dustry took place for one day, wvaturday.

On Saturday night Companys told the union representatives that
1t wass all a misunderstanding and that the "mistake" was the fault
of Comorersa. UComrade" Comorera Was made the goat. Being the
tpeloved leader! of the PuUC and leader of the Catalan proletar-
jat¥ as well as being the most cordially hated individual in Bar- -
celona, the petty bourgeois politicians have learned the value of
using him as a buffer in such cases. In the cowboy plctures the
here will often stick up his hat on a atick for the villain to
puncture with his six shooter. In Catalonia, the vourgeoisie sticks
Comorera out, and if the pluff is called, the blame and abuse is '
heaped on him, while Companys tells how SOTTY ne is. The unrealist-

4c anarchist "cafe theoretician® invariably prefers to gttribute

political events and phenomena to some ipasty man® instead of ex-
plaining them as part of a general process.

CONTRADICTION

, fhe state is in the hands of the caupitalist class. The workers
operate industrics and public services. The state passes laws ai-
fecting the enterprises operated by the workers. The state controls
foreign trade, exchange rate (by artificial decree methods) and
distribution of the raw material to the industries. The result is
a sharp contradiction that 18 continually breaking out as a violent
rash on some part or other of the country's economy or daily life.
Add to this the fact that in many enterprises, for example, in the

A
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' Bargelona public spectacles, no financial reports are ever issved.

" The CNT street cleaning service in Barcelona keeps the capitalist
‘neighborhoods much cleaner than proletariem neighborhoods, The
bookies at the races and Jal slai games are organized into the CNT,

while their organization operates these centers of vice for the

. amusement of the government job holders and the edification of the
- public generally.

- ORLY BY OVHRTHROWING Cab ITalLI oM

, The Spanish revolution has taught innumerable lessons, and ;
pelieve that one of these, is that only by overthrowing the capi-
talist s tate, can the workers give real meaning to their cgntrol
and operation of these enterprises and servicgs. In Spain since
1926, in view of the fact that they have not destroyed the state

apparatus, the workers control of industry has really been a ser-

vice to the bourgeoisie for whom they have held things together.

The proletariat has demonstrated that it can operate industry better
than the private owners. It huas been equally demonstrated however,
that to do this over a period of time, without destroying the capi-
talist state, is self-defeating. :

Comradely gfeetings,
Rosalio Negrete
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THIRD CONVENTION- Continued from Page 8

These decisions, material for the pre-Convention discussion
and rules governing the election of delegates and the publication

of discussion articles have been sent to the membership over two

weeks ago. This 1ssue contuins additional material. The article.
on the War Situation is the first part of the resolution on The
Objective situation the League Confronts. -The second part will be
published in a later issue. '
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REVOLT IN Tifi aDT0 DNION

The great union bullit up by the auto workers during the fall
of 1936 and the winter and spring of 1937 is now in a serious state
of decline. Tens of thousunds of auto workers, lald ofi Ly the
bosses, have left Detroit for othepr parts ol fhe country. Out of
a membership of two hundred and {ifty thousand in the Debtroit area
two hundred thousand are admittedly unemployed. Dues pdyments have

fallen to very low figures.

; The bosses have not beern slow to take advantage of this situa-
tion. The Detroit tool and die hosses, for exawnple, have adopted a

" policy of sending as much work as they can manage out of town where

the union is either weaker or has no local. General Motors lavors

an the one it reglaced.

,;;@%Similar policy and has forced through a new contract much worse
t\

In the union revolt is brewing and has already flared. The
attempt of workers to fight against the encroachments of the boss-
es by strike action was stifled by the leadership.

Sharp struggles are now taking place in the unions. a4t the
recent elections in bhe locals slates were put up against the Martin
machine. Individual candidptes also challenged the machine on the

basis of 1its policy.
GROWING REDENTMENT

There is great resentment against the General Motors agreement
which was negotiated by Martin and the btalinists without the work-
ers having had any opportunity to discuss or consider 1ts terms.
Martin claims that the Milwaukee convention of the union wihich was
held last summer gives the officers of the Internntional the right
to make agreements without submitting them to the membership. This
is incorrect. But the decision is nevertheless bureaucratic, entire-
ly in the spirit of capitalist dlctatorship. The workers made a
mistake in agreeing to it. Their revolt against it is heulthy and

- should be supported.

STALINIOT POLICY-

The Stalinists in the union arc using the resentment of the
1

workers on this score to attack thé Martin machine. DButbt the Stalin-

ists are no better than the Martin machine. During the great stri-

kes of 1937 they worked hand in glove with the Martin machine to head
the workers off from a general strike for the closed shop, At the
Milwaukee convention last summe{* they supported Martint's scheme to

_.nig up the constitution to give the International officers the right
“to negl clate the present contract.’ Now that the workers are opposed

to it they want to shift the blame to Martin and company as part of
their fight against Martin for control of the Union.




‘thugs. Martin ann®unced his intentlcon of repeating this performance
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S In Toecal 140 the opposition polled more votes than the Martin
administration. Had the stalinisty not divided the opposition it
would have won the local. The senviment o the majority was for a

militant policy.

At the meeting of the Detroit District Council of the nnion on

-fMarch l4th Homer Martin spcoke for wn hour omd forty winutes against
- the Stalinists yuoting from thelr iliterature ol 19i9-58 when they
bitterly attacked Lewls. To muke sure that nis arguments would meet

with the right kind of reception Martin wes accompenied by armed

at all the locals.

i
Y

Y The workers have nothing to gain from supporting either Martin

or the Stalinists. PBoth machines ure inssruments of the hosses.
Just as the workers must organize against the bosses in trade unions
so must they organize in the unlons ageinst the bosses agents. The
erying need in the trade unions is u nutional left wing democratically
controlled by the workers themselves with & program for uniting the

‘workers for struggle against the bhosscs. That is the way to defeat

Martin and the Stalinists. That is the tasik to whicix every class
conscious worker in the auto union must devote himseli.
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