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As the holes were being punched into the South Vietnamese
defence perimeter around Saigon, the future was writ large on
the wall—crushing defeal was the only outcome that Thisu's
Government could look forward to.

Mguyen van Thicu, for almost 10 years America's chief paid
pssassin in South Vietnam, had reached the end of his useful-
ness. Even his ‘godfather” Henry Kissinger nad started to give
him the cold shoulder, when four days before ne had made clear

that the United States was no lonser commutted to Thien.

Whether the architect of defeat
and e purveyar ol corfupign was
pushed, or whether he simply fell
over, rmaltbers little. What was elcar

was thal he could neithar wih, LoT
even be used to reach o compromise

peace wilh the Insurgents. Thieu's

Part of a picket of the Mome Office, last weak, 1o
gri the Labowr Govarmmaint 1o recognise the PRG,
Tt

resggnation i the last service he can
render to his imperiakist masters and
although he promsed to act as ‘an
exira man jn the leld" he & mope
likely o play this rolz out on Miami
beach than in the wor-bom jungies
o Wietnam.

Flizau’s resipnation do@=s not mean
that the imperalists have gven up all
bope W ¥Victnam, Their last throw =
Lo cabble popsther a new govern-
menl whese fask will 2 to salvage
the best they cen from the sitvarion.
They hope by petting rid ol Thisu

POLICE/FASCIST
TERROR
IN ITALY

I three days last weekend,
Italian rightists and police
killed three anti-fascist mil-
itants. As we go to press a
massive general strike is
planned for Tuesday April
22nd. Mext week's Sed
Weekhy will be carmying an
on-the-spot report. Don't
miss 1t |

LABOUR PARTY

COMMON MARKET

CONFERENCE

10 THE CAPITALE

COMMON MARKET

DATES:

OXFORD Wad April 30 hinchiime
LOMDON Wed April 30 evening
BIRMINGHAM Thums May |
MaMCHESTER Friday May 2
BRISTOL Sat May 3
SHEFFIELD 5un May 4
EMMBURGH Man May 5
CILASCOW Tues Moy 6

ERNEST MANDEL
EEC SPEAKING TOUR

to fime up support al hoime and
intemmautionally for further aid to Sai
gon i the PRG and the Morth Vied-
NAMESE Prove ‘unreskonable.’

The demands -for “humanitarinn
did will now get even mare strident,
and ‘concern” for the ‘evacuntion” of
Americans and ther leading South

will grow by the

Foar, O the day Chat Thien made
his exit, nine American wircradl cac-
T WeIr  Comverging on the Yiet
nam cogst-and the American marines
were on standby. There B no doaht
that in the top circles of US policy-
making there 8 support for the dea
af wing the evasualion isue as 0
cover for Apterlean intervention.

The  departure -of  Thiew chanpse
nothing, The Soutk Vistnomess Grov-
erpment focmad under Thiew's foz-
merly obedicnt - Vice-President sfill
teinama a puppet of qmpeclalizm z2nd
the togl of the landiords and native
capitalists.

INCOMPARABLE

But victory i within reach of the
revolutionaries in Iendochina. On the
field of hattle the insurgens have
demonstrated a heroism which s in
comparatle and have shown 2 mill-
tary skill which is outstanding.

By thelr refusal oo negoriate with
Thicu they helped to undermioe the
ratten  midministraddon  and  intensi
fled the crigis for the capitalist cliss.
A relusal by the liberation forces bo
enter into negodialiong with the mew
rotten repimc in Snigon would further
worsen the siluation for the TS and
g anpers-on in Sonth Vielnam,

As the noose Ehrens around Sai-
gon the ability of the revoluticnaries
lo eonsalidate their finol and sl
vigrory demendsoon the palitical abi-
ity of e Vietnamese revolution-
arirs 0o defept the, line manosewyres
af 1the Americans, and on the wig-
lance of ihe inlermational workers
mavemnent. For the revolofionaries
in Britain the message must go out
loud and etear: Us—Hawds off ¥iet
mam! Mooaid for the Saigon regbme.
Recognise the FRG now!

By BOB PENMINGTON

More on Indochina - p. 10
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HEALEY’S
RAKE~IN,
CASTLE’S
HAND~
OUT

by Jeff King

Three days after Healey's savage
deflationary Rudget the Labour
Government caved in to the con-
sullonis and yave them a 35 per
cenid pay rise After the Rritish
Medical Association had waged m
work-lo-contract campaign that
had disvupted the health serviee
particularly hitting working class
patients - Mrs. Castle responded
like a shot o their decisbon 1o go
back o normal working.

WHNER Two B ol the BsA ending
its sanefions, Costle was announdcing riss
[of Cofisultanis o ower L45 § weelk - ings
thar the gross pay of imainy N sl
ancilary workers. Last year the mares.
folrwing the struggs of the ancillary
workes in D973, fonght 3 pny-nioniin
g bortle o impaove their pay and con
litene

OPPOSITION

The strapgles of U low-pasd workem
nezt the hitter opposition of both the
Tury Govergmsenlin 1975 and thee Labakr
Ceowernmentd in 1974, and bl secticong
wars Tobled off with depisory awards
thal huve beeo ealen away by mation
Their fight was made in the interess of @
beller headth servicd, in contrasl to the
prvileged dnctors who kave fought to
madintain massive differenciais and o
keep lbe privale praclcs racZsl poing

The exteni to which the Labar
Gowerheneol has vapitulated 1o the
docrars’ demands to. preserve privilosed
diffetentds in Ee NHS iy shown by the
fact that Castle dishes out 34,5 per cont
ta the top consulianes whilel panion doe-
tors pot thie lowest awards - ranging from
16 f0 23,4 par cent.

The EMA, fenling cock-whoop with
WIirs Castle’s hand aur, now say ihat the
wad @ 'cléar for improwing the exigting
opntract with consaltants mid g MHS'
They obvicusly think that more gains
can be neade areund i domand that
voasidlends shauld be' free to do their
own wark

CONCESSIONS

The mtreme right-wing Heagpital
Corsultanes and hpecialists Amaclaticn
hives nof called i Geir work 1o role
ey aré confident that the Govemment
e in becawe of thoir dasrwptive sction
andt peliews: that they Chn R SEw
ERET T oTe concessions arcund their con-
Leaebs and Tog special el awands.

By Failing io give baeking 1o e
actong of healih workers wha pot embar
Bus on private patients, md by Tading fo
prant the legitimnie demnands af the
jardor o bors, Caacle hag only eneonuraged
the reactionaries in the medical profes-
sion. For the warkers the Lab pur Goserre
nent hag the big anick. For ths nch and
privilegned Uie Lalbour Gowernment bas
comeessans wTapned in hig fnd pay
ey

After the Budget - see pages
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€A vicious kick in the teeth?

‘| absoliutely reject the use of mass unemployment as an instrument of policy,” cliimed Dennis
Mealey in his budget speech last week—a budget that will help put a million out of work by the
end of the vear. The slashing of public expenditurc— £200 million this year and L3,000 million the
year after—and the cutback of grants to nationalised industries will further incresse unemployment
al a time when 500,000 are already without jobs and another 220,000 on short-time.

Healey's subsequent alizck 'on the
suilway workers has made hds policy
absolutely clear—hammer jobs to curb
wages, &5 workers fighl to defend thee
Being standards againct an gver increas
mg rate of inflation. While claiming Lo
stiack inflation, Healoy himself ad
mitted that his tax increases will raise
the cost of living by 2% percentin g
matier of weeks.

But ‘in practice; the totelity of his
budget will reise prices by more than
pwice that’, wrote the boges’ mags
sime The Foonamiet (194,75 It
sdded that unemployment and short-
Bme working will rise "further and
for longer' than the peak of one mil
Boa predicted for theend of 1975 by
e Chancelios,

Verbal reaction

Furely verbal reaction to the Crovern-

menl’s viciously anti-working class
Budpsl has bocn swift, An emergency
sesclution at the Scottish Trades
Usion Congress on Wednesday 16
Agell calling on the trade union
mesemenk (o react sharply lo protect
e F¥ing standards of thelr members,
wnd pledging “support to all uniong
mewiing wage incroises designed to
Emgros e oo slandard of their
members’, was passed overwhelmingy.

Even Jack Jones, the staurchest
defender of the social contmet in the
grade union bureaucracy, has quos-
thomed its continucd viahility, Sevaral
it Labour MPs have alzo denounced
B budget, and Tribuae, the paper of
the Labour left, hae attacked Healey
for “budgeting for mare warkless,

But what do the Labour left" and
phe trodd wrion bwreaucracy inrend fo
do about the budger 7 The Govern
gment s fig-beaf—the social coniract— 18
more and more revealed as an anti-
working closs fraud. The question isn’t
i But kow the Labour Government wall
mpaose & wage freeve. A statutory
incomed policy naght bead Wilson to
a dangerous clash with the unions,. o
umemployment witl be allowed to rise
in an attempt to deter workers Irom
wage strupgles

Expenditure

Secondly, by naisting that (rovem-
ment expenditure—which already re-
quires o public sector borrowing debt
of over L10 biilion—does not rise even

Plsota:

MICHAEL TULL (Report

‘Healey and the cabinet are trylng 1o
act as the stretchar-bearers for the
ailing capitalist system.'

— Dennis Skinmer, Labour MP for

..d_—

Bolsowear,
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‘It is & draconian budget which will lead to increasing unamply mant and

hardship for many workers,”

— Stan MNewens, Labowr 41 Tor Harlow,

“Bocialist wiews have again baan rejected by a Labour Chancelior. Already
the Government are on the 1964-70 road.......

*Unemploy ment is not what my members voted for, it is not what the
people of Preston voted for, and it is not what | shall vote for on Mon-

day when the house dividas”

— Stan Thorne, Labour MP for Preston South,

So what are they .
going to DO about it ?

The “left” MPs mist lollow Stan
Thome's stand and vote against the
bdget. But alternative polivies are 2180
NeCEssary.

The Guardign of 17 April described
the ‘almost stunned calm’ that feil
over the post-budgel mecting of the
Pagliamentary Labour Parly. Bacsuse
the ‘lefts” are incapable of seeing be-
vond copitalism row, because they
cannot conceive of the struggle for
socialism taking place outside of and
apainst padiament and the rest of the
capitalist state, they ure incapable of
developing a strategy for socialism
apainst the wnti-working clas pelicies
of Healey and the Labour Croveri-
ment. The 'lefts' zre therefore redoced
to impotent word-mongering of slence

| —azin the cosa of Michael Foof

[ it must be tranalated into action areand

The decigion of the Scollish TUC to
support all union: seeking to improve
their members’ living stomiards 18 to
be welcomedd, Bul to have a real effec

| classwide demands that both defend

the working class's Hvirg standards and

in money berms, the Government could | jobs, and provide: the basis for an

force public sector employers to oper-
ai# 1 nil-norm for wage rised except
where jobs ure cut proportionately,
This wage frecze in practice could then
be extemied Lo the private seclos.

alterpnatihve programme of socialst
measures {o the dght-wing policies ol
the Labour Government.

AL the present tione this means
fighting throughout the luhour move-

Fmenl ot |
*Opposition to ony form of incomes
podicy; slatutory or otlmrwliss; full
suppart for the railworkers ond local
|poverninent workers and any other
workers challenging the social con-

Sliding scale

* A gliding scole of wages and beneflial
coloulated on & working clas cost-ol-
living index, providineg sutomatic pro-
teclion of working class living stan-
dards against the effects of inflation;
“Mapionaligalion without compensa
thon of any firm declaring nadunidan-
cies; work-sharing with no loas of pay
and onder the control of the woerkers
in imdusiries hat by shom-time ond
fay-offs;

*Oppasition Lo the budget cuts amd
all cuts in social expenditiea; for a
aliding acale of expenditure Lo vom-
pensate for infllation, to be admini-

| atered under the guidance of the

| workers' organiaatbodes in the secinl
SCIViCES,

JAMES DRAKE

Twenty-five workers are g0 get the
chop if the multinational publishing
firm of Cassell & Collier Macmillan
has its way. Eight more redundancies
are threatencd. The workers—mem-

supervisory union ASTMS—hove res-
ponded by going un strike.

meon b0 the media industeies tocdny, as the
oumners allempl 1o make the warkers bear
the coat of the cride The bafthss ot the
Daily Mipror gy manning bevels ate the
e abwvious example Other dispotes in
this Aeld lawe taken in conoarns as
diFerse i Landen Broadeasting and Edu-
catiom Audie Visual {where the worksrs'
gcoupation of the premises was olficially
backed by the NLITL

1t was from activists involved in e
such struggles - ai the Srearford Fxprens
anid Feaguin Hooks-— that bids cane the
iden Far an all London confereoos 40 dls-

cuns wars of Aghting mdundarsies through-

aut the pelning, publishing md brasd-
cassing indus rigs. Crpanisntion in th
nicdia §s hedevilbed by the suniber of di-
Ferent nniges and the crafl coniclowsness

this aften repeesents; the conberenas Is seen

f b first step (o begining to ovemoimni
this kiad -of prokl=m.

‘OPEN THE BOOKS

Tir U e the copenisicg commitiee
for the conference will be poiting leewaid
a pesalurion cutlining wave In which o
united respunge can be developed o [he
winplovers offensive, Calling for wark: :
sharing witlt i loss of pay in the erend of
any Fall in the availabbe work, b alse states
the oeed Lo open the kaaks” sa that the

wip kforce can chack all plans and aeooant-

ing fox a congpany’s whabs febd ol
QPErRCians

I il event of sackines, the oganising
cammittes recontcnds inmediste owsu-

pabioa of the premises 1o preyind the mma-

val af assels, Lewether with the eleclion of

ON JOBS

bers of the National Union of Jouris-
Lists, the print union SOGAT, and the

This scens 18 ecoming ncreasingly com-

MEDIA WORKERS —
PLAN CONFERENCE

[uodey) SIUAWO SINHD ooud

F

a sirike committee and the holdice: of negr

Inr mass meetines Lo fovedhs e maxinom
fpmiber af workers Simese is also lakl o0
the-ceed 1o svild the isalaticn af such
simaggeles hy winning active sappact BEom
other workers in the industry and broad
labicr mycrwemmen L

Unloshinately the resplution fehits shy
af i key guestion Tiare—rhe idenlogicol
weagon wielded by lhe eonployers fhooighn

hels corrol of the edilorial conlent of due

mieuia. MU members m tho ishastie ¥
be putiing an emendneent to the resaln
recammerding Lacking by media workess
of any stomies attacking workets invalved
in redundancy struggies This goss dght o
the heart ol il bosses’ pawer -indeed, it
wis mmilar ackion by printers at the Qaily
Madl which precipitated e 1926 {enerai
Slrike

MNATIONALISATION

Finally, says the resolution, il the oo
plovpers still refuse to withdraw the pedun-
dancy nodices, then the strogele should b
exrended to demack] it the Labour Gow-
et defensd the interests of doose i
claims to repossent By nattonalizing the
campany arder workers” control without
any compeniation

This initinrive is oo whish u_wl'.n::[e:]n
pther indualds fackg redomdancies could

da well to Fallaw. Insbead of zineply relying

pn U ade wnksn hurepocmats, wacksrs in

{he miedin industres ate comilag fopccher o

work ool g programne of md epeniient
stnigple which oan fatoed the lFieaacines
into aclion, That 15 the way the atkacks ol
he enployers can be farced Lack and the
poml opemed Ug o @ solatinn of the crisis
i the dnterests af the workiog class

Jedin Marston

T confereire—far delegarer ond obsoriers

Sromg ABS, ACTT, ASTME, NATEOPA,
AT, ML, SLADE aad SO0GA T—will be
Dl an Sagurday {7 Map, starfing af 1008
am irphe Landon Colfeve of Priviing,
Etepdaart omd Cowrde, 8L Defeily o
Aidar BRgle 15354 2535 dayy o ol (raed-
R (3T WDET il

i e

[unday | s3EAYO SIHHD Raayy

Crosfields
-now it's
a lock-out

THE. MAMAGEMENT at Crosfiad”s Flec-
trondes, Morth London, are making an ill-
uml aftempl bo anaeh the fyeweck-ald
oificinl ocewpation of the Gilkng aes sgainst
redindanies. The rest of the workTonce

has heen locked

ourl Toe Dwo da'es & week

S B L e o g e g B e

this o ez sbow-dowm in production
gsimpe the digpute began,

Thils folbows e wse on 14 Apll of a
seab rucking company, guarded by S
e, o shift mare thon £ million
vl ol machdess out of the plant. This
is the higgest mie of police in an lidlusirial
tspuile ginee 10 ekt were lifted off the
scoffalders’ picket line at fw Eldoa Square
gibe Ln Mewcstle in Inke Tanuary, oo
firnas dhe workers' suspdelon st the
awnces, De La Bee, eventuatly ouoead do
transder all prosd uethon ok of London
scrapping over R johs and not amply e
350 anmounced so fan

W ith 00, OTHb indusiriad jisbes digappearing
Friom Lomdown every yesl gisd unemplone-
s T Hsng 8 high ns 6 aml T per cent in
suaie Murih London horcughs, the vorkem
see their strecgle as a fgi o dotend the
right b0 woek of all workers Rescdutions of

support ool denaiimes Bave e luded L0800
Focrrns e Floct Sdraant | b oisF dba A iii sl

mated Lnbom of Fnginsesing Wodkess-- e
umion (o which most ol e occnpyiog
members hebsng. Orher wniom delegations
harve s jrimed thse picker lines, nnd visits
have beon organised tooothes foctomes m
thee ares o0 win Suppotk.

The esrahdishment ol a suppact com-
midlee b drw these peogla ogether. along
with gther interesied trade unmioniats amd
socdaliats, could exfend this vital work of
pmiming sialidariby aie] popubsrizsing the
stmaggle in the area Wikl mangedient
claiming that the machimery shifbed ol
will aatlefy their cuseomsers till JTune, the
workery' apokesman Bill Hayward old
Red eeikly, “We re rmlly op apaimt il
fir. “Thia simatesn con onby be reversed
by @ masgive solidariny camipaign in the
resd of (e lahour movement.

Donations snd rescluboms of suppori
ghowdd lse seat to Crosfleld Joint Shop
Hrewards Fund, oo Dill Hoywanl, 34
Diresiden Road, Losdon MY IR0
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FOR A SLIDING SCALE OF

'Meither monetary inflation nor stabilisation can sarve as slogans for the working class because these are but two ends of the same stick. Against a bounding rise in
prices . . . one can fight only with the slogan of 2 s/iding scale of wages. This means that collective agrearments should assure an automatic rise in wages in relation to the

increase in price of consumer goods . . .’

—Lean Trotsky: The Transitional Prograrneme (1938)

DENNIS HEALEY'S BUDGET is another vicious kick in the teeth for the working class from the
Labour Governmenl. Healey singled out threshold deals as playing ‘an exceptionally damaging role’
i the present economic crisis. What was this ‘exceptionally damaging role’?—they helped workers to
gain some protection for real wages, however partial and inadequate, against the impact of runaway
inflation! This “erime’ he dlgmed on the Phase 111 incomes policy of his Tory predecessors.

since the abolition of threshold
paymenis m Movember 1974, very
few puy settlements have included
coat of Hving agreements. The Govern-
menl bos mven firm instractions 1o all
state eanployers Lo Sland firm againat
threshold deals. Becently Tony Benn
warfied the Post Office Corparation
thatif they went aboad with o pay
desl which maioded cost of Lving
increnses for overy podnt thotl the
Retall Price Index rose ower 10 per
ceni this year, the Corpedation wonld
Aot raceve linancial assistunce from
the Governmient to meet 8 Jdebils,

The British Steel Corporalion is
meanwiile standing firm apainst the
sfeel unions’ demand for a new thresh-
old sgreament, while logal authornittes
haive wet to reply 1o the demand from
MALGO, the 518,0005tro0g local
government workers' union, for a &lp
inirEase for every one per cent rise
inthe cost of living index.

CONSOLIDATED
Fven strongly organised sections of
the working cluss like the miners end
power workers bave only secoceded |n
petting past threshold pavments conso-
lidated info the bagic rate, with no new

cost of living agreements belng reached,

child family on L30 @ week would
necd @ gross wape increase of S per
cefll T prodace kn incTeas: in net
disposuble income of 20 per cent due
to losa of entitlement Lo supplemen
tary benefits and free welfare meas-
ures. (Hanserd, 5.0L.75)

As wige increases tend to follow
after the affects ol inllation haye
aiready been felt on incomes, the
INChedse i wiage rales annoanoed by
the Depariment of BEinployment of
325 per cant since March 1974
19 per cent when the three-day week

of ail workees, including those depen
tent om stote benefits, prants and
pensons, ggainst the effects of infla-
tion. For the working class rhe
riiding sogde af wager ana bereiioe
tied foa working class cosi of lang
Index, giving automatic wage in-
crenses to cover SYCLY Ifncreuse an
prices on @ manlhly basis - without
the interfercnce of any kind of
taresnold limirstion— i che most
indispensable step in this direction.
I'be relevance of the demand for
the sliding scale @5 beginning to be
recognised by kirge areas of the [ghou
mavemenl. Many unians have in-
cluded the deinand for pew threshald
igreements in their claims, and

Mick Goslin

week's Scotrish Trades Union Con-
grzig meeting in Aberdeen pasied hy

a cledr majority o motion on cost of
Huing sategnards (eee boxd thal ook
up-all the basic elements of the sliding
scnfe of wages and benelits.

Mol only did the mortion call for
‘mil-norm thresholds”, but it poinded
out that the 20p sllowed for sach one
por cont lncreaze in the price lndex
umiler threshold apresiments was inade-
quiafe becaese il did not caboe inkc
acconmt taxation of the payment.

FALL IN EARMINGS
Lahour Rerearch {August 1874]
cafculated thal actuplly to put the 7
per cent ingreases allowesd under
Phaze 1 into the wape packer sould
hove nerded pross increases of 9 per
cemt. Thus oefare the threshald jigree
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ment even started Lo opernte, a fall
real earnings of ot least 1% per cent
took pince. Thes the 40 per cent

threshald was itself reduced (o 25p
iIuer tha, only compensating for e
thirds of 0 onc per cent rise in pries

Thuz it =ix “irigger points’ (13 p
cefil inflotion) loes of samings
pmounted to L% per cent {3 wage
tncrease of T per centl is onby wortls
i per cent alter tax for s man on
aveTags male carnings with & wife &
twa chilideen) plus six tinees onehi
4 todnl Joss of real eamings of 34 pe
CEnt,

Tao take the egample of 8 marsies
mait with two childres under 11, if
w8 sarning over £33 por week, g 46
gross addition would not cover & on
par cenl price rise. At £45 gross—a
nel wags of £35-—3 gross threshold ¢
57p would be needed Lo give an
pxtrd 35p, AL ESD gross— L35 nel—a
geces Lhreshofd pavment of 62p
would be neaded, Ar DE0—£44 net-
Tip wonld be mecessary to cover a
per cent rse in the coat of living

SPUR TO STRUGGLE
Sume militants claim (hat the exl
lence of nitnorm threshold agreemes
are dungerous bocause they might ds
workets from militant wages strizggh
The expericnce of Haly and Belgums
where sliding scales are in operation
tither in whole of in part, proves the
oppoile, Far from acting s a subets
tute for wages siruggle, they have
crsbed the conditions for straggles §
incTease the real value of wages

Aldthough the power workers got o
tdeal giving a 31 per cent increase,
onby 16 per cent of this wasi an actual
Incraase tn wages--the rest being con-
solidoted threahold pay. With inflaticn
now funning at 20 per cent a yea
aceording torafificie! Ngures, plas the
effects of increased taxation, pension
and insurance coniribulions, this
meians that by the end of the year ihe
power workers will bave taken a sul
atantial wage cur

During 1974 prices roze by 1491
per cent accarding o Lhe retail price
tndex—the most rapid rise for over
half B century. On the face of it, any-
o edriing £40 a week in Decem ber
19735 would have needed £47.64 in
December 1974 jusi to break even,
Hovwever o higher propartion of any
increase poes o tax,

Helore the present budper a single
mian earning 40 woul] get £28.37
take-home pay, Labowr Researeh
(March 1875} calealated that a 19.]
Per cent acrease in nel pay wonld
glve an morease of £5.42, bringtie
tuke-home pay to £33.78 altogether.
bul requiting 3 gross rise of 12 per
cend or L5 B0, A marmied man with
L children op £40 world have tiken
homs L3187, A 191 per canl increase
wirald hawe sdded 0,08 to this
fipure, raquiring 4 gross increase of
£49.90 or 24 per cent

LOW PAID
For low-paid workers with familics

ab bywo chifdren, petting tao-thirds ol
averaps eatnings or D30 g weok - which
1% also che supplementary benealils
fevel for a tworchild family—incresses
ol Z8% per cent Ll pross esrnings
between April §974 ond April 1975
weTe necossary to gain 20 per cenl
i reases i nel earmines to keep pace
with nflation, On average, workears
required 23 por cent increases in gross
eatnings 1o stand sl

The hardest hic are lorge familics.

and short-Lime working are taken inta
account—means thal seore working
cluls Icomey here ouly fidt been
keeping ahesd of inflarion even

W Ere InEreases Ll_".':'t'nrré_l' e fieing
have been gained!

SLIDING SCALE
There is ne way to hall inflation
without geltimg rid of the capitalist
ry&lam itself, But until then if is
necemary to defend (he baving power

Automatic compensation of wags
apainat inflation would lay the basis
for an assanlt oo low pay and for res
increases in workers' standard of
living, uniting the whole class aroum
a common goal. The atfempis of the
hoases and the Government under i
giize of “fighting inflation’ to sat jos
oid apainat relatiwely beiter paid
workers und unemploved against
emploved wonld be defeated, and th
road opanad up to workers' power &
sacilism

Scots TUC

of special payments ;

liwimg,

family budgets.

COST OF LIVING SATEGUARDS

6, " Thart this Congress declares that in order to combat grow-
ing inflation which threatens the living standards of working
it is in favour of all affiliated unions nepotiating cosl of living
-:ial_.l ges in all wage apreements. The cost af living clause should be
designed to cover increases in the cost of living with normal wage
hargaining tuking place over and ahove this,

“ The threshold agreements went only part of the Wy to
cover for dncreases in the cosc of living, The cost of livine clauses
should strengthen the threshold payments by : ]

i) negotiating nil-norm thresholds instead of the 7% thres.
hold under previous apreements ;

{b) making monthly cost of living ppyments straight forward
additions ro the basic wage instead of the previous svstem

{cr the Geperal Council should encourage trades councils and
affiliated unions (o participate in the setting up of Con-
sumer Price Committees in ench arer to check price rises
in each arem end Lo waork oUl wn ared copsumer price
index which gives a true reflection of rises in the cost of

“ The 40p for each 1% ocrease under the threshold agree-
ments was inadequate in that it did oor take into account taxation
of the payment. Governmen! fieures on cost of living increases are
inadequatc in (hat these do not take into socoun: diferences from
area Lo ares and which items are most common o working class

" Congress instructs the General Council to mobilise 1he
strenpth of the Trade Union Movement to ensore that these cost of
living safeguards are extended 1o all pensions, unemployment pay,
stademt erants and other state benefiis™ |

Shows Way

El[c,

IS ON SLIDING SCALE

In a pemod of exiweme ssgaomic sl
soinl crisis the Iniemationad Soclalig
proup's formuda of ‘maore mlliaecy + 15 =
wevelution’ is pevealed a3 wileshy bankpst.
This is particutardy tme of thel altiude
iy threshold paymenty

After pointing cad the limitntions of
existing threshokl payments, Tony CLT
B0 om ot sy 0 TR LREN— Bociolory ar
fhe Socin! Confrice: “SocisllsE and sctive
el wnicwmists shoold completehr opposn
the threshold sysiem of payments for what
it is—an lecdened wage froeze.” Some mem-
Leizps of 15 have gooe fariber amd clgimed
that wherens theegholds indoce ' passihvily”,
imflation ia the new motor-foece of the
rénadutinm.

A nepieni's considembion alows how
wiig bhis position s liflatien can bea
apur in mettlog in wage incresges, bur it
M50 guekls 10 wagmeni the working class
bedween the high paid, who can defend
themsclves, and the fow paid, who cai't
0t Gt als divide workers oo ihedir wives
or bushagda, and even confuse individoal
witkems whio seo Hwmsebyes a6 consumers
o the o hand and wagesomers on the
crllseT.

With inflation misning at M0 per ceni,
even the strongeel sectioms of the das
woubd fave tihe gottlng 30 per cont rises
—taking it scosunt taxaton amd 5o on—
Just to keep pace with it A sizstogy of
‘miore militaney® will oy croiect a email

Pk oners and atudemis.

A oless-widde demand for & shiding scal
of wages, based on & wotking class cost ol
livimy indesc, wourld give across tho Boand
Profection againet imflatomn and lay the
beactls for irnproving fhe elandard of living
of the whole werking clees- including il
rociad appicts such ns the healih service,
edisation and the social srvices which
ure slsn wnder attack
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One of the first people to expose the
torture methods of British impsarial-
iam In its colonial wars was George
Lennox, aserving soldier 0 the time
of the Aden crisis under tha last
Labour Govarnment, George was
promptly jiled on a frame-up
charge for his pains, but was finally
ralaased from Wandsweorth last weesk.

DEFEND THE 14!
DROP THE CHARGES!

PUBLIC MEETIMNG in solidarity

E with tree 14 suppoeters of tha

| British Withdraws! from Northem
Ireland Campaign, wha have baen

| charged with conspiracy to contra

vene the Incitement to Disaffection
Aot

Sarurday 3 May 2.00 p.m.

NUFTO Hall, Jockey’s Fiaids,

.01, (Holbom tubal

SPEAKERS INCLUDE: Jaan Mayaard
i Maurcen Coedgahioun WE; Bl
Hatheringan (dnferdant, Peace Fladga
Union); Ernis Robers {Asst Gen Sec
SLIEW|; Par Hickey ILUCATT conwenor,

S el

SMASH THIS ACT !!

LAST THURSDAY James O'Rourke, a Transport & General
Workers Union shop steward, was released from Brixton jail
after being held in custody for nearly four weeks. At no time
was he charged with any offence. Yet all the same he was lucky
pol to be deported. The pretext— he was “suspected of terrorism’,

It 5 pow neady five months since
ihe Prevention of Terrorism Act was
barredly passed by the Hoose of
Cesnmons witliout a single vole
g, in ihe wake of the Birming-
B bombings, Af Lhe lime Red
Wewlly warned that this legislalion
wam designesd not fo uncover bombers
Bl fo imtimidate the Irish com-
munity 21 & whole, and weaken Lhe
ey dass sovemend by slifting

B Sy e o

NOT ISOLATED

The case of James ©° Rourke was
Sardly an isolated one. Last month,
secording to the Home Secretary's
own figares, no Jess than 221 other
people were detained wilhout war-
smnt ander the Act’s provisions and
Beld for up to seven duys without
gocess to & solicibor. Ooly one out of
all these people was octually charged
with am offence—vet slonost all were
forcibly finger-printed and photo-
graphed. In oddition, several were
deporied under exclusion onders—a
fate James O Rourke only escaped
because of the trade wnion pressure
brought o bear on his behalf,

Morth of Ircland methods of cop-
ing with opposition are now being
brought home with a vengeance. The
Prevention of Terrorism Act is only
one measure in this web of repression,
Anoiher is e way in which [rish
penple have been churged witl in-
volversent In bombings, been inter-
rognied over a period of months, and
then had the charges against them
dropped without explanation.

This happened to four of those
charped with taking part in the Guoild-
ford pub bombings—thres of thao

Mhl%ﬂﬁ

Trikangk; O
I';_.n.nq-rgw Brennagt,
Eirtmrm},

Trudes Councll; Wendswrrth and Bitte

edmenivtess, Ladious
anches DMLY,

B A SR
m%ﬁ: nﬁm _u'r_m l:m%:c %:ﬁfhl% TM': :
IﬁuﬁgﬂﬁiﬂWrﬁm%%%T% "

o | .nckr-w'f__ ureft; G
= TR
mm.gi.st@%w. r_-ﬂl-' hTahW: MF‘;rII_ ,““ R i WP 2

: %c%p:%‘w
A O Bl | Labour 10, Dl
and Mockney Trodss C%:IWTH&E Cavmncl;

T ]
Distegarss ars allowsd from: Trade Uniof bra

«:_gg.rg l.-r_ig_rclnﬁ‘mnd
Credentials from TOM,. 103 Hammersnitth Ridd, Londin, A4, Pelsge

charged, indecd, with murder. When
they appeared bncourt on 13 Fab-
ruary, the prosecation simply
announced Chal it did pot intend to
proceed with the case against them.

TORTURE
Interrogation metiiods are also
coming to resemble thoss used in the

Saorih of Irelamd. At the Old Bailey

on 20 February Eddie £ Neill,
charged with plotting explosions,
guve o detailed account of what his
counzel deacribed 25 *soffening up'
treatment by the police.

He sald: T was made to stand o
hours with my linger-tipa to the wall
and my feet as far hack us possible,
There was a whistling sound like

demonstrations from using Trafalgar
Sqguare,

The Prevention of Ternorism Act
i%, of coures, suppreed o be only a
“temporary’ measare. But such legis
lation hos & habit ol prolonging ils
stay. When the Special Powers Act
for Morthern Ireland— from whdch
some of the fearures of the Preven
ticm of Terrorism Acl are drawn—
was introduced in 1922, it was sup-
posed b last “for ong year and nao
lomger unless Pallament otheraise
determines’, But Parlinmant regularly
did “olherwiEe delerming”, until in
1933 it was formally made perma-

same may well beoome tree

of the Prevention of Termorism Aot
unless 1he working class movement
ofpanises now to prevent s renewal
it the end of May. And the longer it
lastd, the wider its nel will be spread,
The arrest of James O Rourke, fol-
lowing that of Bletchley Trades

wind gscaping and lighis were flashing Council member Joe Callagher in

on and aff, After 3 while [ collapssd.
I was picked up and pul back in the
same poattion. IF I refussd, fhe usaal
priocedure was (o kick me in the
private parts’

Mexl, (1 Medll gaid, he was placed
alternately in a refrgeratics (oom
and between two convestor heaters
so thal eventually he lost control of
all his muscles and couldn’t use his
Tands or logs. Finally after Gve days
of torture during which he was
allawed no sleep at all, he was pot in
un empiy detention room flogdesl

wilh waler, his clodbes wen: taken
from him for forensic examination,
and he was told to liein the puddle
to lecp.

Cther altemepts Lo inbirmidale [hose
whe supporl Irelami’s right Lo self-
determination include the current
prosecubion of 149 paciliEis ender
the Incitement to Chisaficction Act
{with the catch-all 'conapiracy’
zharge tncluded for good measwre ),
and the bannige of *Troops Out’

s 0
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February, shows the way the wind 15
howing.

It is instructive to recall fhat in
1936 the Matlonsl Council for Civil
Libertics commented of (he Special
Powers Act that 'there is abundoni
evidence of the duily use of sech
powern againer individuals active in
the working clas movemant, ]:-a!'tj-
culacly oy its left wing’.

CAMPAIGH

S0 far the fight back againat the
Preventon of Terrorism Act bas
come entirely fromm the rank and file
of the laboldr movement. It was when
woarkors on geveril building sites
went on strike in suppoet of O Rourke
Lhar Hoy Jenkina realised he had to
Teleiase him,

In the leadership of the working
class, however, virfually no action is
bielng taken against the Acl—wilh
the homourable exception of the deci-
sion of the T&GWU nationzl execo-
tive to campaipn for the repeal of the
Aet, In particular only cne Labour
MP—Leo Abse, not even a “left’—has
satd e will wote apgalnet renewal,

Only @ coordinaled cuonpaign of
wiorking class action can force the
fanti-lercocism’ law off the statate
ook, Every Labour M most he
insrracted o vote against renewal.
The deciion of Hamotersmith Trodes
Couneil o cirgulate tmde union
bodies with a view o aetting up a
brosd based commitiee agsinst the
At can be aviral firse step in the
cumpiign Lo defeal Lhis ant-working
clags lawr.

Mlartin fuatisand

For w detailed] znalyss af the Provention of
Terrorisn: Avl and gb3 b plizgtions far the
warking elass mosement, sse doe NCCL
pamphliel, T Yeete, (e Law ond frelond
Ly Spewe ©Cohen (obrainahle fram Red
Tacks 97 Cabaclordan Koad, Lendon M1,

Ireland

WHEN THEKISSING
HADTO STOP

Roprineed oo the Plough, Folume
e N

What really happened to Thomas Niedermuayes, the German incdustrintist
kidnapped from his home in Belfast more than a yeor ago” And why, when
the true story has been told in Germany, have the British papers not

printed it up to now?

A recent issue of The frish Paopde carvied an article translated from the
German equivalent of the Sunday Mirror, Bild a1 Sameiae which veported
that Thomas Niedermayer's abduction on 27 December 1973 was connected
with Vanpunrd leader Bill Craig. The connection? Niedermayer had been
deeping with Craig's German wite, Doris,

The Fact thal LT were advised by their lowyers not to make an aut-of-
court payment to the furious Craig on the grounds thul_l!m:.- -u:nuJ-n,i prove
the accuracy of their sbory, indicates the wruth of the frish Seopie's fnets.
But thers is much more (o the story thun is included in the frizh Peoplc

Fram 1971, Migdermayer was baih the
Cerman hanceary ceodil for Morthearn
Irelamd and the represeatatlve of Grundiz
Far ten yvears hi had been Craiz s closest
Iriemd mnd drinking companion.

waen he come home [rons work he set-
il dosen to wnich televigion Sherty
afper 110 poan a knoek came ot the

Jdoio and pwa men infamzed Risn ot sl

Crakg's career bas feen that o 8 POmMPOIE L0 o o nie the back of his parked car. He

it dangerows demagogae. Given 1o maxing
phoodtiirsty ‘shoot T kill' spesches, he
piijoves strulting up and down serpicil ranks
of Vansward “volunteess bke a latter-day
Wuisaling A less public side 1o his chagacier
was his invalvement with Nislepmayer m
armg migsling

ARMS SMUGGLING

o Inira af
Tor whabsver repson, Mesdermoyer agnicd e

to & schemes whereby armd were imported an
Grundig conrainers coming [roan Getmany.
With a weight limit of fve tong, Ul gap
ot the Ltop of the coniainers vansd socard-
inp ta the mass af the maberial. Thess: paps
woeme el with azms at Duassldacl, und
the conteirers were spaled gt Hanierg,
They were ihen shipped 1a Hull, broaght
by st ladia-bomy o Heysham, and (usadly
to Belfast, whire the sesls were broken.
when Misdermoper becangd lovabved,
he dlisl ot Uopoas thes velume of dallis
incrensine s Fast s il Jid; and he became
uncambortable whien ke heard that the
anris were being smuggled in with gonlakn-
ers of steel, becaiss in these cises the
cantamers held 47 5ths aniis assl only
L/ 5th spare parts As these orms-laden
containet were airiving, he wes abducied.
What exactly happened on 27 Devember?

sppalbed dawn e deive 1o s car @ lock
at it all the e lughing aind joking with
g “strangerd, Theil, however, thuy Bagan
1o argue, Misdermoyer hunsed (o po back o
b hopane, wis grahibed by the men, sloved
irite thadt cas, sl driven away. E . f
Al this was spait by Miederroay of & ass1s
ranl, Heeei, whe howerer walted one Hoke
aFors inlarming the RUOC {THis man ledt
Andersomstoan ie 1871 the Pravos sasprs
colliglon with the UIYFE}

APPEASEMENT

Why lag thds story nal been made palblis
pefore? Mast of il was pobiished in Der
Spueged sachy in 1974, Cruig tned (o lpode
18, bur Mrs. Craig went on German fele
visian to deny any melationship with Il
mimyer. Gritizh papers issoed o gorbled ver-
ikon of the story, concocting o lentasy

beleved L
koow ibe whole stery, bul ars reluciant

ta act For fear of Loyalist resedore The
[rish Liovernmient knav, bt ate fon eome
promised by Eritish intelligence infiftre
tion 1o de anything. Amongsl other things,
ihe stary ilastmics the extent to which
bodh British grd Insh Governmcsis ane
determined oo & course of appeasing

Lz aliani.

FOR CHEAP, reliable |BR Ty pescTiing
with fast turnaround phone Carl ai
Martin an 01-E37 9087,

DEFEND THE 14: Fublic menting in
chtanca af the 14 pacifists chiarged with
conspirscy to cortravans The Inclimment
1o Oaffection Act. Speakers include:
Jean Waynard MP, Mauraan Colgubaun
MP. Ernie Aoberts LAsst. Gen, Sec.
AUEW), Bill Hetherington ldetendantl,
Pat Hickey |1MG) Saturday 3 May, 2 pm,
i MUFTE Hall, Jockey's Fields, Hodbarm,
Wi

AGAINST WHITE'S BILL: Meeting of
AOCTord 10 disiuse implicsians o1 Nhoe-
tien |Amerdment) Bill and plan cam-
palgn of acaioa against i Thursday 1 May,
7.30pm, in Games Room, Universty of
Londan Union, Maled 51, WC1. Further
dataila Irom Dy, Barbers Jacehe 1735 5141
waark, 22 BEA0 homal or Oy Berwy Hrou
ot {228 11561

FAEE BUKQOWSKY & MOROZ! Pubdic
miesting in sotidaricy with imariseaned
Saviet dissidents Vladimir Bukowsky and
Walentyn Moraz, Fri, 25 April, University
of Landan Unien |Rearm 32§, Maler Sn,,
WY, ot .30 pm. Speakers; Terry Liddla
(Ctiee 1o delend Vyacheslay Chornavill,
Tuan Harted {Cttes 10 Deland Crachoslavak
Soetalsts), Peter Gowar (MG and Trom
15 ang Bestrand Russall Feace Foundetion.

EAST KENT Sciance tor Peaple Group
oneday schoal on “Indusirial Haalth and
Safety'. Dalogsta conlerencn far looal
workars ans interested grou ps. Sunday
4 May, 10 gm ot Ruthestorg Colloas,
The Unnenesivy, Canterbury. Speasers
include Pat Kimnarsly (aurhor of * Hasards
al Yeork' D and Gharlic Cluttertuck
{2ESAS). Filrns, Further gavails from
Cheis Pitks, 271 Gr. Thomas Hill, Canter-

| EETE =T

'WHATS ON

LOMNDOM Hanleand: Fide Tecnnical
Teachar: naxt maating Suiday 27 April,
T i, in the Roebuck, Tottenharm Coust
Rd. Jahn Sharnald wilk spaak on 'Collegs
Governrment and Dermocracy’
WORKERS FIGHT Readers’ Mesting:
'The Role ol tne Prison Systerm in Sociary
Today’, Spaaker Tad Ward {FAOP. Sun-
day 27 April, B30 prn, in "The Gearga’,
Liverpaol B, M1 1ARgel wbel,
WORKING WOMENS CHARTER: Loadony
Coordinating Cormmittes gereral mesing
at LFLLL (R 3ak Malet S, WC1—
Saturday 26 April, 1.30 pon. Al waloons.

CAMBODEA VICTORY Colabuatitn—
Thursday 24 Sprikat .30 L. in 5045
Aemamildy Halk, Malet St, Wil . Speakers
tram FOME arnd DRY

BIRMINGHAM Labour Movaiment
Confaranca on Ipsland: Saturday 3 May
at Transoort Hall, 217 Broed Sieeet,
Birminghar, 1045 am to B1E pm
Dslegates S0, obsersars 300

LOBEY WELSH TUC an question of abar
teon, Eaturday 2 Al in Swansea. Drga
nisad by 5 Yiales Women's Righta Cam-
it

ABORTION CANMPAIGH: Keoting far all
wnrEen in Lordan interestsd in aither
joining or farming @ MAC group in theie
ares plud those that heaes alresdy bean set
u To exchange idess and co-ardinate
activitieg 1o mokifise far the Matkonal
Akartian Campdign, Thursdey 24 Agril,
A prn, Famal Foom, Callsgiste Thea b,
Capdan Strest. W01,

FREE DESMDND TROTTER Uampaigr:
pizket ot East Caribbiean High Commis-
sior, Hawrarkat, %1 Friday 25 aprik,
4 56 pom

PRESTON WOMEN'S GROUP imests at
the Maarbrodk Hoted <Martr Boad) each
Wedresday at B pr

n_giﬂ!:l: P
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(FIGHTINGLU

THE

In the debate inside the Labour Party on the EEC Wilson possesses the real SUp-
port of only a minerity of Labour MPs—although naturally these are backed up by
practically the whole of the capitalist class. Against Wilson are the majority of
MPs, the coming vote at the Labour Party conference, the Labour Party Youog
socialists, the Co-operative Party and the TUC. But Wilsan has been ruRning rings
round these apparently formidable forces. He has sacked Heffer, gagged the anti-
Market ministers in Parliament, and stopped the Labour Party NEC from using the
Party's resources in the campaign against the Market.

The reasons why the Labour left cannot wage a real fight against Wilson and
Healey are very clear. As long as Britain retains a capitalist economy then British
industry needs the Common Market—not just because it provides a bigger market
for British goods, but even more importantly, because it has to merge with the
continental multinationals if it is to have any chance of staying alive in a world of
increasing competition.

Staying in Europa is of course only one part of Wilson and capitalism's overall
plan to rescue British industry. British capitalism cannot be effective in Eu rope
unless industry at home is made more competitive. This means boosting production A UNITEB
and cutting costs. Working class living standards will have to go down. Unemploy
ment and the workload will have to go up.

Big sections of the working class know what is coming and oppose the EEC SucIALI ST EuHUPE
because they corréctly see it as part of the ruling class’s attempt to solve the econo-
mic crisis at their expense. But in order to launch into a campaign against the EEC
with enthusiasm, the working class needs to know what is the alternative to British
capitalism in the Markat.

The ‘lefts’ have completely failed to make any effective reply to Wilson's anti-
working class policies. Jones and Foot are against staying in Europe but defend the
social contract. Benn has refused to put up any state funds if the Post Office goes
ahead with its present pay rise but has the most sympathetic attitude when it
comes to doling out subsidies to British Leyland.

At last week’s meeting of the Parliamentary Labour Party, Tribune group MPs
admitted that the Chancellor has little alternative to the course he described as
"the stony road’. Over the Prevention of Terrorism Act the ‘lefts’ filed into the
‘ves' lobby hike obedient sheep and voted for what even Jenking called ‘draconian’
measures. The campaign of the ‘left’ MPs over Shrewsbury has been restricted 1o
avoid embarrassing” Wilson

By failing to come up with alternative socialist policies to Wilson and company
the “lefts’ have opened the door for them on the EEC. The narrow nationalism of
the ‘lefts"—their economic policy basically amounts to the reactionary plea for
import controls—means that they can offer nothing better than an solated
decrepit British capitalism, a prospect which is hardly likely to enthuse the
working class. Indeed, Wilson plays directly on this drab and uninspiring picture
painted by his ‘left” critics to issue dire warnings of the consequences if Britain
does not stay in the EEC.,

Because they do not provide a socialist alternative to the capitalist Commaon
Market, the Labour ‘lefts’ are condemned to complets impotance in the face of
Wilson. But even worse, the thrust of their campaign goes completely against the
chances of creating international working class solidarity. How can you conceivably
work for the international class struggle while talking about import restrictions,
immigration controls, the threat from "German and French’ goods, and so on?

This natienalism of the Labour left has always been completely reactionary.
its worst it helps to promote chauvinism and racism, and ties the working class 1o
capitalism's wars. But even in trade union struggles it is incapable of developing the
necassary international solidarity of the working class. This is above all seen in the
inability of the reformists to respond to the increased internationalisation of capital
gince the Second World War—a development seen miost importantly in the struggle
against the EEC and against the multinational firms.

In the unfolding international class struggle revolutionary anti-nationalist poli-
tics are not merely needed in the great events. Without revolutionary internationa-
list politics, not even the day-to-day interests of the working class can be ade-
quately defended. The struggle against the EEC has to be linked to a massive drive
to create international working crass links on every field of class struggle. The fight
against international companies is a key starting point for this.

Daossier compiled by
Alan Jones

Charles Udry

Bob Pennington
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There is a lonyg and gloriows tradition of international working class trade union
solidarity. This solidarity has frequently had an important and divect effect at

erucial points in the dlass struggle. To take just three examples from Britain:

®in the lade 18505 and carly 18605, British
trede unione reached agreement with French
workerns aggingl the importation of forsign
Blscklegs It was the development of this col-
labhamation which wns one of Lthe key ovents
lesding (o the foomation of the First Inferna
tiomal lod by Eari Marx,

Wln 1859 the dock strike, which more than
amy oiher stuggle was responsible for the
foumdation of the modern trade union move
ment in Brituin, was almost crushed through
ihe prolonged resistance of the emplovers and
their atiempl to starve the dockers into sub-
messioay | he final victory of the sirike was
bpsly due o the very lampge sums of money
aroand £30,000 {a volossal sum in those days)—
weal by Ausiralisn workers.

Bin 19248 Hussian trade unionists callzcred
gnar L1 million i volustary contributions to
wemd to the suppart of the British msers’
strike This was ongof the main rexsons why
the miners were ahle 1o hold out for 8 further
six months after the defent ol the Geoersl
Stnke. And (he length of this strke in turn,
wmisile if was defested, was a real deterreot
gl Lve lpincling of subseguent allacks on
ik game scale by the niling class,

FEDERATION

Bt as well as the ellect of acts ol solidarity
itk ndividunl strupples, the working class also
i Escowered ooy early-long beloie inlernalional
N selag clam organisalions such as the EEC wers

oven thought of —the read for permancnt inter-
i pu sl trade unmion orgunisaiion. The Inler
pational Melal Workers Federation was eilab-
Eabed in |E93, when metol workers in several
Ed.'IJ'FIEJII countthes "decided to jodn theds
wltents im the fight for an eight hour day’. Then
i 1T the International Federation of Clieimni-
el and Uepern! Workers was founded,

Deespite tmis bong hislory ol international sol-
darsty, it hns been the rapid intermalionalissbion
of capiisl gipce the Second World Waor, and in
particular the rapid development ol multinaris-
mal firms, which has really sparkesd off the
Sepnnings of regalar trade union collaboration
om an internationnd scale. Sincesthe fate | 96ds,
s particular, we have seen n numbear of
enamples of the beglanings of a working class
eesponse to the development ol inlefnarional
firmia

®ln May 19649 the Turkish Cherdeal Workess
Federation called s strike against the local suk-
widiary of the Hoechsl company. The Creronan
wnion 106G Chenle-Papler- Keramiz, which repre
sented workors in the Hogehst parenl company,
supporbed this striegle and a vice-proaident of
the Germnn union fOew oul o help the Turkish
unsomn i the negotiations. The combined pres-
sure of the two unioas resalved inoa viclory Ton
the Turkish weorkers.

Bin 965 the Norwegian Borregeard chenre-
cul and papes company et up a subsidiary in
Braril The Morwegibin uniong allangted 1o
apply direst pressure to the fion in Nopway
wver the appalling conditions of the Brazilian
workers. Mot much success wis achisvead,
Sasgely Becanse of the inilitary sepbne in Brazil,
Bt §t was importone a3 5 real sxample of

il 5
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cooperation belween workers in an imperialis
couniry and those 1o a semi-colonial countey.
@Al the beginning of 1968 a 53-day sinike

by warkersin the firm of FESCO at Tokyo and
Kobe in Japan took place. The internalionl
trust, whose hepdguarlers 2re in Gooeva,
attempted ta replace the lost produchion by
incrensed work in its Canadisn plants This was
anawered by the worksrs in Vancouver who
refused to aliow any mcresse in prodes Hon ol
the duration of the slrike.

“1n 1971 workers of the Air-Liguide trastin
Framce wers on sirike. Workors in Belgium,
Hollamd. Wast G-r:rma.n:.r u:nLi I’r iy refused to

ai other 51, Gobain plents; pnd thal o the som-
pany tried to mowg production from one
countny o anofher in order Lo break or weaken
a sirike, then this move would be stopped,

The value of this international sirugele
rupldly proved iiself The Crerman subsidiary of
S Gobain pdiered large wape incraases and job
security provisions. This aprecment was gecep.
ted but with Lhe warming Hial e Ceeciman
vmion would still participate in the infernational
=lruggle

I [taly and the United Staces the company
look a bard lae. The workers in both countries
therefore decided to coordinate their sirike poe-
pan. At this poinl the lalian parl of the con-
piny gave in and concedsd virtually all the
union's wage and recognition deoands, In the

tncroage their production to replace that lost in
Franmce, Thia came alter @ sinolar expetence i
vear cardier, in which action had been taken in
=opfidoraty wilh eighl Adr-Liguide factoriesin
Franc: on gtuh-:

in "t'l.ry.-l‘.'zuu:s, l"..uh.r WETE i1 :InkL [hikish
transport workers, and German and United
States workers of Kodak were contacted and
gcied fo prevent the transfer of poods.

@ lusl len tlays pen, sinker ai the Standard
Telephone: and Cables factory in Bast kilbride
—a subdudiary o ITT - returned toowori after
winning wage wcteases of £7 Lo £10.50 0 week.,
An important factorin their viztory was the
mnternational aolidaricy of alber UT T workens in
Forlwgal, Spain, Belginm and Northern [reland,

who refused todo any work that sould nonnally

have been done at Easo Killicida,

ST. GOBAIN

While moat of these exawmplas were donple
solidaiiiy scts, There has been one notable cose
in erope of o real plan of acticn against a
mileknationdl company. This was Lhe strupgle
o pantged i 1965 by the Intemationz] Federas
Vi af Chemical Weskers amainst the 5t Gobain
firm. This mwltinational, winpkoy i L, Gl
workers, yitbwilly control the Furopean gliss
indistre along wicth two ether multinationals,
BSN and Filkinglon.

The planning of the campaign agains St
Ciobaip invalved a8’ inesting of irade vnion repre
spnialives Trom Frunce, Haly, Germany, the
United Scates, Belpium, Morway, Sweden and
Swirzesland, whe establishied 3 stuniding com
mitbee (o goomdinats the sage nepeliatons in
Feance, Cremmany, Haly and the United Siaies
The conference which catablshed this standing
coarnnilles agreed thit no negotiationg should
e concluded in any conntry without Lhe apgre-
vitl 0f Lhe stancding cammitter: (hat it there was
4 steike dn any wwotry, aternaiional Boaocial
amitanee wold e presided: that (F che

How to fight the multi-nationals—Babgisn
ghass workors ot GlewerbaelGilly launmhed

an irternstivnal struggle against BEN

THE NEED FOR AN
INTERNATIONAL PLA
OF ACTION

But if &t Crobain and otier strupgles show
clearly wiat ia possible throagh onited it
mational working chiss acbion, too aiany other
e ples show how cangisiently the huiepaccals
refuse to orpomise on inlernatiang gtrozgple. This
i daspile the fact that in many cases the mtar-
national organiations have considerable resauros
—for example the Insernutional Federation of
Chemical Workess has a membership of three
million snd computer facilites with the avaik
ghle financial information on all dhe main
chepizn] companizs in the world.

Probably the most notorious failure of the
bureancrils 18 the case of Lthe Ford mator cone
pirny. This firm is cootinsally threale ning &0
move production from ome country to mother,
o close down plants, redirect investinent, sack
workers by one sountry 2ind not another; and so
oty but nol one sinple really effective inter
national campaign againgt this company has
been launched.

Other simikas examples are (he manosuyres
of the Goodyenr Tyre Company, which 1o L9606
&7 buill up huge stocks in Sweden which it used
o theeaten first ils United Seates and then its
German workers with defeat; and the Canadaan
Mazseys Ferguson company, which o 1963

b fhreatencd to mun down i operations in Canada
complately when its Canndian workers demande

popanl pay with those in Uhe United Stotes In
pone of these hiy examples, let alone hundreds o
grpller crea, did the national union burenacrats
fawich aoy significant mtemaliona campaigm.
Far every aite 5t Gobain there are a hanudred
Crandyears.

NATIONALISM

The Lwluee af The relarmust buresuerats 1a
the strupals aguinse the inlerpacicnnl firms is
mal jusd g resull ol insclviy or conatious shi-
tage— although thar does play o role. The basic
neagon 18 the narrow nationzbism of the
reformists and their fgilure to puraae the inter-
nabional streggle of Che workine class. | hig is
shown mast obvioesly in their support for sach
upretily redctionary polleles ad lnpoet 1esric-

A s ¥
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Updted States SL Ciobain®s attempied to hela
cut by saving that it2 Amenican subsidiary bl
sinple nes profits for cheee years. The internatio-
nal stapeling commilies inkervensd fo give e
Auneiican workers the fpures on 56 Goboin's
'rn:'k'i-:ljr_g world-witde pralils and Lhie details ol
the German and Malisn apreements. Armesd with
these Tocts, fhe LS wpions led o 2e-day stiike
ant won & substancial pay increasc,

g N

ivows, mmigiom controls and 50 cn. Hoor can
iisternational solidarity conceivahly be developed
when Ll bureauceats continually fight for
podicies which divide Uz workees?

What is possible against the inlernational

brugis, incloding on a Evropean lewel, iy enorme-
cars, Diemands fon action by the exiating Lncer-
national orpanisations mosl continually e made.
The imdilinnal demand {oar a Buropean Cons

eresg of Labour & aal ot all emply words,

Cialy by France did s intesoaion campalgn
fadl 1o faring any el resalts, Here the Commun
sst-coentrolled COT union fedenition relisad Do
parficiy be in the oventl] plan, deseried the
abber wrvems, aend settled fora 355 wage
increnss 0111.'4 hird of whar mwl o i thi

By e |

But whial The bureaucrats will oa is 8 miliion

mibles from what is possible and necessary. The
imimedidte 1asks of internationsl working class
solidarity will contintd to Yall meindy o the

shoulidess of the raok ané file workers ond the
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at Fords and Goodyess — two groups wha really noed 1o comse 10 grips with s Ihulllr;ulinﬂ..h T

foan internstsensl scale,
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| Italy in 1969 reached such s high level tht the

DEVELOPING
SOLIDARITY

% failure of the national irsde union bureaucrats to take up ihe inleroational sirepgle of the
orking class hus made the development of iniernational trade union solidarity and peneraliss-
an of national struggles much harder than is necessary. Hot they have not succeeded in stop-
ng it. It is now possible 1o see 3 real development of international solidarity organised at a

ke s Tile level,

Lome of he most impartant fecrnt examples
“this hawve been

Duirimg ihe 1969 sirike at the Belgian Ford

ant at Genk, the workers contactad the Ford
ant at Cologne in Wesl Germany. The German
arkers promised not to allow men to be sent
WGonk to do variows vital jobs and nol B
e work from Belgium.to be transferred to

gxt Germany.

—When the AZRECY chérmion] trust threatened
lay off 6,500 workers in four conntrics
gt were simultanecusly organsed oocupalions
Sthe Dgich and Cerman plani

Workery st Rhone-Progil, part of the omalti-
tional HhonePoalenc company, oul prosduction
phendal from 2E0 io 140 fom e part of an
thimmirial action. The company threatened to
e prosduction alsewhers or o oblpin other
pplies The workers immediately got bn toucly
Cphone with the factory shop stewarnds ol
ier in Cofogne and Montedizon in gauthern
sy, The Bayer workers iinmedintely replied
ul they wouldn’t produce any extra phenol.
g lEdiEan replied thol there was no problem
they were on strike any way!

= During the long siruggle for recognition
the United Farm Workers {n the United
ales in Lhe Lnle 196405 the Union sent a full
we worker to Burope to osgangse diociers Lo
pcoll Colitormian prapes. This stregele
gikden workers in Sweden, Britien and other

countries. In Britdin this sirggle was cooclly
sabotaged, despite verbal supparl, by the
TGWLU buresucracy, Nevertheless individizal
dock leaders managed to get the Blacking
enloroed.

IMMIGRANTS

While all these oxamptes-of infernationn)
solidarity aré importanl, by fhemselves they are
s tictent Lo stimualtate 2 more generad process
which meels up Lo the noods of the sifustion

There are, however, olher impariant develop-
mients in Eurape sb present-which tend to spesd
up the rte ot which such International Tesons
are driwn

Oine of the most important of these roules of
developing the incemational struggle is provided
by the peoeralising of experiences by insrmigramn
wiorkers al Lippsiadt in Germany {who make cer
tant exanmipdes ol this, For example when Helly
workers at Lippspadt in German (wha make car
headlanips] won a strogele in 1973 this was
laruely due to the advanced forms of strugele
they adopted—notably the fermation of @ real
rark and file strike committee,

This development, Tar shead of noomal sorug-
gles in West Germany, took place largely becauss
of the experience of this form of struegle in the
connines- ltaly and Spain— from which many of

the workers engnged in the stagele came.
Similarly, wher the first sirike Tor decades
broks oul m vanous Ceneva cnpincering fac
bories, this was largely due to the role played
by Bpanish workers in Uhis strupsle,

The second process o pescralislng working
cluss slnugeles = the hig impact ol some ol the
mnst advanced workers” strugeléa it Enrope.

Uimdozhtedly the mest important example
of 1hds lag been Lip. This French watch faclory
in Besgneon was oceupied by workers for
several mankhs: They nol mersly continued
production. selling the watches to raise money,
but nlsoseized o vazt gquantity of watches as a
‘pear-chest’. They prodoced soliduriiy news-
papers, called sobidority demenstrations, and
organiscd 8 massive campaien nol imekely 1n
France bul also inlernn tiomally

These types of tactics have been fadken up in
1 while series of siriggles. TFor example, when
workems af Ampex in Belgium scized 8 massive
stock of magneths @pe cagseites 85 SECUMLY 1n
iheir sirike Lhey were disectly imspired by the
exaimple of Lip.

Finally, thers is no deelt that in certain
counfries the clas strugele bas reached the
pount where g real possibility exists for workees
tex go bevond the Himited initiatives ol the
bureaucrats, The most obvious cass of this s
the relationzhip which developed belwern the
workers of the Fiat plants in Tusis be [aly and
the workers of SEAT in Spain - SEAT Mipngs
Firm hali cowieo by Fial and half ownea oy e
Spanisl siale.

The peal inter-relution of strugsle between
Fizl und SEAT startod when (he sifkes in

Mobilise Labour Party resources !

By failing 1o take up practical European solidarity action in workars’
struggles—arguing instead in terms of defending "British indepond-
ence’ against foreign buraaucrats’—the Labour lefts totally obsure
all the cfps differonces which underlie the fight against the
Common Market.

This bankruptey of the Labour beft, while it flows imevitably
from reformiam, i & very serious question for tha working class.
What the prosent foree: of revelutionarios can da in the struggle
against the EEC and the intarnational fight against capitaliam is
one thing. What could be done with all the resowrces of the mass
organisations of the working class i something a million times
BF patmT,

It 13 therefore abeolutely necessary to take up the fight for the
raal use of the resources of te Labour Party in the struggle against
the EEC and for intarnational warking class solidarity. In particular
wa demand that the Labour and trade union lefis:

B Adopt a clear programme of anti-capitalist maasures as an
alternativa o the capitalist ‘soiution” of the EEC. This must inelude
ritjpction of any form of incomes policy undar capitalism: for o
iliding scale of wages; nationalisation withowt compenstion and
uncler workers control of afl firms creating redundancy; withdrawal
fram MATO: solidarity with all workers' strugigles in Europs;
withdrawal of all troops from Ireland.

B Begin the mobilisation of the wor king cluss movament around
a strisggle agingt tha (ntermational capitalist trusts and against the

EEC. In particular there must be a fight lar the building of
international workers' committees in the multi-aational COMmpani e
aind for-a Europaan Comsgress of Labour.

B Refuse ta be bound by Cabinet decisions and make themssives
rasponsible to the organisations of the working dass and net s
Parliament or the Governmant. The NEG of the Labaur Party, which
has a clear anti- EEC-majority, and the TUC, which is also ssmmitted
against tho Market, must use all their resources to fight Wilson,

This means that the funds of these organizations, their tachnical
eguipmant and stafls, mist all be placed =t the disposal of the anti-

EEC forces and at the disposal of international working class

struggles. The right wing minority must ba denisd the wse of any
resources whatsovaver.

It is through initiatives in Individual companies and struggieds,
dnd through continually damanding that the mass arganisations of
the working class take up the task of internatienal workers’ snlidarity
that a real struggle will be daveloped against the EEC and the great
capitalist trusts, Without such 5 perspective of socialise prolicies and
practical intemational soliderity, militants will finish ug like the
present Labour lef i—toothless dogs who have a bark bat no bite and
who are incapabla of mounting a real struggle against Wilson even on
an issue like the EEC. The international solidarity of tha working
clads against the great capitalist trusts is far too importaht to be
lzft to paople like that,

/ﬂlﬂ 1iationals

Finl boss Agnelli considered shifting the produc

| ton of engines and machine toods to SEAT,

The leaders of the Tinlian Communist-controdied

0 unlen ledermtion, te CGIL, went o Span, (o

their credit, e discuss this with the workers.
Hovwreves, wilien stropgeles slarbed Lo break

. out ar SEAT in June-October 1971, Apnelll was

forced Lo gve up his plan. But during tha June-
Dretober strupple another significant event took
place: the Franch COF union federalion, 1o
gelher with the CGIL (hoth dominated by the
Communist Party ), sent a delagare to Spain,
They asked a member of the Spanizh Comnus
nist Pargy to come and address the workers at
Eenault and o, Cleardy it wos n chanes for the
CP to play up its "internationalisc® iorage sehile
al the game Lime devaloging 5 purely yerhal
solidaricy.

Analernative, howsver, was proposed iy =
militait o Che wockers' commissicons {'_lr:iur-
grounid umionsl. Yery simply, he sugpested;
“The delepgare ahowld ke elecrad on the hasis of
i conerete programme of intemational aalid-
aricy’, He proposed that 2 "perocanent Haison
cammilise’ repunsikle Lo the hase should be
exlinblished

This commitree, be sald, shoald pal on
Tegulur informakion on the propress of stigeles
and the response of the bosses in the Fiot
cmpire. Furthermere. it shoould ensuge the orgs-
wmigation of sadidarity strikes in the Enropsan
factories whenever a somagele brake oul in any
parl of the Fint trust, Asd on tlde basis e wad
elecred.

For soveral reasons this project never potu-
ally ot off the grounst, But i was an impar-
tant step in develoging solidarity in futere
strugples. The high peinl of this solidarity came
when in Turin the Fiat workers began to take
strbke action in soliderity with the SEAT wor-
kers' struggie.

This international golidem iy developed by
the action of the Italian workers was then
token still further when, in order Lo stlempl fo
compensate For the loses of production due ta
the strkes in Turin, the SEAT company attemp-
ted to introduce & thied alift wi SEAT. This was
successblly resistet by the SEAT workers who
in this way concretely suppodted the diruegle
ol the Fiat warkers,

TROTSKYISTS .

But the very developinent of the Fiasl-SEAT
solidarity, and of other advanced strupales such
a5 Lip, shows whar & the mesl important force
wihich can develop Ibe inlemational solidarity
and struggle of the workbig class. While (he
tnibiative in Lhe struggles st Fint-SEAT firat
came from the burcauerals, il was 9 Trofskyinr
militant who proposed ot SEAT sending a rank
and file speaker to the olher plants. In Fiat
ilsell it was Trotskyisis who organised meetines
in the factory workshops on the political situa-
tionin Gpain and helped gain the support For
the scelidarity strikes. In the cose of Lip, it was
of course Lhe fremeand ons steugele of the workers
themsclves which lad to the inilial fave of seli-
daelty, Bul it was the Trofskyist Fourlh Tnter-
national which helped {0 sstablish, in parlizalar,
Use international solidarity, 1L is the develop
ment of a revoluticnary international. with
arEinisslions in every major counley, that is
the decizive ink in developing the united
workers' respomse agninst che intesnational
capibalists
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nationally organised campaigns are devoted to great issues such as Vietnam, Chile

THE
FOURTH

INTERNATIONAL

The forces of the Fourth International are very limited. Most of its inter-

and Portugal. This is not merely objectively correct—these issues weigh far more
greatly in the relationship of forces between the classes than any trade union
struggle—but it also corresponds to the way in which the working class has his-
torically always begun to develop an international consciousness.

Nevertheless, with the limited resources it does possess, the vrganisations of
the Fourth International have also been able to play a real, if still modest, role
in developing international solidarity in trade union stroggles and in generalising
the experience of these struggles. What is more, the Fourth International is
the only organisation, particularly on a European scale, which both possesses
organisations in every major capitalist country and is systematically arrempfing
to develop international solidarity in workers” strugales.

Many of the interrentions of the Fourth
Imternational are ol course limited o
scude, o consist of putting workens in
vErbous counloed in conluct with =ach
other. For example, in the strugple ai
Rhone-Progil il was Trotskyist militants
whao were able to play o role in eslabilish-
ing conlact belween the wnons chemical
fmctories, while in the case of Fral-SEAT
it was Trotskyist militunts who were abhie
to fake initiatives both in Turin and ai
the SEAT planis.

In other cases, Trotskyists have been
im the dead Lnestablishing solidanty with
stragples which, while they do not have
the impsct of something like Lip, sre
mewertlieless of real significance in an
wred. For example, when workers at
Uniprint in Denmark occupied thets
Eacionry - the (st real fght hack agaisnse
EEEmpaTyERCa: o (Rl cUmALEy - Lhe
sections of the Fourth Intermational were
able fo play & role in ssfablishing not
anly suppart committess in Denmark
but also in creating them in Sweden,

However with the development of
ihe cless siTuggle, and with the davelap
menl of ity own forces, the Fourth
Isternational is beginning to be able to
o Bovond such relatively simple acis of
solldarily und set in motion real interna-
thomal cam pagnd on a broader scale,
Undoubledly the most Important examples
of this have been the Lip struggle and the
sinke ol the Belgian glass workers of
Glaverbel-Gilly.

LIP

Fhe Tirst really ambiticws International
sobidarity campalgn around 3 major
trade union struggle which the Fourth
Imternotional has been able to develop Lo
recent yeurs was that around the Lip
dispute. Inside France itwalf the Tros
skymls played a leading rofe i organising

ppoarl commitbess for this stroeggle and
in mohilising for the 100,000 strong
salidarity demonsiration which ook
place in Seplember 1973, Bur this
solidarity campaign was also exionded
abroad wilh solidarily meatimgs, onlle:
linns and other sugport organised in
Sweden, Belgivm, Britaln, Switzecland
ard mEny olher counlries

Joinl issves of the French and Swisa
Trotskvist newspapers wore produoced,
and the dwiss section of the Fl distrbuted
lbe demands and solidarity macecial
produced at Lip to watch factones in
Sewitzerland, where redundancy wuas also
g threar. o meiny cages theere denvinds
were pinned (o notice beards in the
factories and soane were alio adopled asg
demands of the Swiss workers. Finally,
tse Freach and Swiss Trotakyesls wene
able 1o play a role in crganising the
joint demamlration ol French and Swiss
workers in aolidarity with the Lip
sirugele ot La Chaux-de-Fonds,

HOSPITAL

What was perticularly remarkakle
aboul this Lip sodidarity was not onby
thiz penaral impact it lod in popularising
the struggle and guining sapport, but
im the very direct way it then interacted
with the trde union struggle in Swizer-
land itaelf.

Uharles Piaget, the leadsr of the Lip
strike action committes, and other Lip
workers, spoke al many solidanily meel-
tgs in Craneva and these coincicded with
the development of a struggle amongst
hoapital waorkers s that town. Tha Lip
workers were able to explain how they
were popularising thelr stragple, how
they kept control over nepotiations, how
they soughi {0 create unity among dif
feront gecriona of the workiorce. They
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were ghle, from one of the most advinced
workers  sfrugples to have tzken ploce in
Europe, to pass on enormious amounts
of infermation and experence (o young
nulitants who were Irying to bring
topether different colegories of Swiss
amgl immigrant workers and ensure the
maximum invobvermenl of all the frospitul
Wik ETS.

Finally, howerer, ver anolher extension
ol mternational co-operaton took place.
While the Lip workers coold give many
Impoartant lessons, tere are of course
mainy specific thinegs obout 2 strupgle in
o hospital The basie queation is how 1o
mapn bxin -health care whils 5t the same
time hitting the adminiseration.

INITIATIVE

Here ggnin the Fowrth International
wats abile tey take the indtiative At the
supgestion of the revolutkonatiea a dom-
rade Ieom Lhe French ciby of Toors, whers
a suceeasiul adminiatraiive sirike had
already Lsken place, was invited 1o
Geneva (o take part in & teads wadon
general astembly. lo explhuning liow ne
nm administrative strike should be
urganized, and in giving conerste and
detailed explanations dn how to take
awch o strugele forward, he allowed the
workers to absodh an expenance wihicls it
wioikld otherwise have taken them vears
to gain. What had started just as selidsrity
with Lip, snd wideh did achieve real
support for that fight, fimished up a5 co-
operation betwesn workers from Loyrs
ind Lipan Franee, and Swigs and immigrant
wirkers in Ciemeva, both in the Lip and
in the Geneva hospital workers' SETuggle.

Another example where the Forih
Imlemnational has been albde to develop 3
Teal international solidarity campaign was
in Ehe case of the plass workers oi
Glaverbel-Gilly in Belgium,

The Hluverbel factory in Gilly is part
of the huge Freach-based multi-national
BSN, which employs 73,000 warkess and
is purt of the trhangte—with 5t Genhain
and Pilkington--whith conteals the
Europesn glass industry, The factonr at
Crlaverhal has a lendership from the Lrads
upion Endency 'New Dafence” in which
Trotekwisis of the Relgian section of the
Fourth Internationzl play an jmportun:
Toie.

This factory had slready been engaged
i & very irnporiant struggles in 1973 in
which an elecied strike committee had
been created Lo lead the factory oocups
tion and in which the workers had moin-
tained production during the strupsle.
This experience had then been ganeralised
wn-d Becond stnke in 1974 in which 4.000
glass workers in the region of Chareral
hiad been Isvolved.

Thas lutter stmgele was a conbined
ok Doth for beller wages and condilions
ard against the sackings of a vnion milt-
tunt, About lalf the glass factorics in
the reglon were cocupied, in wirtwally
every ons a democratically elected strike
commmirtes was cstablizked, and finally
it slecied ragional sirtke commilles Wi
creabedl. This strugels was victorious,

CLOSURE PLAN

Finally in L9735 the BSN company
maved Liy close dawn Gliverbel-Lrtly
permanently, Rapid sclidaity was
arganised in Bekgivrn: The GIK) workers
af the factory oceupicd and o0 upos
sitike comenilies o continue production
which was sold to raise strike funds. A
solidarnily congress involving SO0 Lrade
urion delegsces pepresenting severdl tons
ol thousand ol workers was held,

[nternationgl solidarity was developed-
perliculardy by the French section ol 1he
Fourth International. Ao eight pame
special supplement o the Belgian and

FEC

o — —
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T0 THE CAPITALISTS’
COMMON MARKET

A UNITED
SOCIALIST EURDPE

French sections’ Bewspapers was produced.
In Cermany salidarite bulleting were
distributed by the section. Help was
given in organising # demonstration of
1,000 Belglan and French glass workers,
whth some Germans, at the BSY maia office
in Paris

In the end the strugele al Claverbel-
Gilly did not resalt in complete vciory,
Cne hundeed workers wire laid off.
Hewevar 50U jobs, livesizihs of the jobs
o thx factory, were saved, This wasa
remnrkahie catcome of o strogele of ROD
workers against o toast the size of BSN,
Thizre is nod the sipghtest doukt that it
was the campuign of internaticnal
solidarily which lad a resl effect in
cnsurng this outcome:,

I'he Fourth Intemational muzst be
exlremely moskest ahout jts role, 1t would
bz ingane for a small revolutionary organ-
igiliom Lo altempl Lo plky lhe same role
in internationl sclidarity as shonld be
playad By the trade vnions with thein
masswe redoirces.  The mmbalives whicl
have been tuken must be seen as part of
the fght against the reforoudst bureawcrats
wilhin the trude union orgamisatons Chem-
sclves, In this direction the Fourth
Imtematicnal has four main tasks:

®as well a5 the interpaticnal cam-
paigns om Lhe gquestions of Owe kig pobitical
struggies, to carmy oul 8 campaign - on an
international scale for some of the most
important demancds of the working cliss
movement such as the =iding scale of
wapes, workers conlrol, baclics in Lhe
atrmgple apainst redvndancy. cte. There
are & host of demands imil examples on an
international acals which can be used

o organise campeigns ol inlernations
il solidarity with key working class
struggles such us Lip and GlaverbelGilly,

#io develog intemational co-oporalion
between worker militants in the different
countries The Burapesn woskees™ con-
fergnos, with the participation of
representarnes from the Unrted Srates,
which wus held hy the FElast year in
Belgiwm, was a real step forward in this
Process,

#ic demond continually chat the
urdcns take up their responsibilities on the
inlernational Reld, Centtol demanids in
this arg the call for international union
organisalions, such as has just bewn set
up for ICY, und the call for 8 Baropean
Congress of Labour to plan the stmgple
agsinsl the Bl wnd dntecmaiional
capitalism.

The forces af Lhe Poacth Inlemationtil
are very amall compared 1o sthat is
necessary. Bul when Lhe needs are gread
and no one clsc s in 4 position or prepaced
Ty sl thee posgibilities are algo buge, 1L
is thromgh this work that we will begin
tex turn the internalional solidasity ol
the working class, and sloeaps such as
Lhe United Soctalist Scates of Europe,
inte a living realicy,

THE
IMG?
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Bureaucrats

sabotage Chile

blacking

This Thursday, 24 April, the TUC is to hold its lpng-awaited spacial confar-
ance on Chile. But those who had hoped that this might be the occasion for
the [aunching of a campaign of working class action to black all aid and

campaign

trade to the junta are in for a sad disappoiniment. The eonference, far |
membars of affiliated unon execrtives only, will last for a mere two hours;
and the purpose, according to TUC genaral secretary Len Murray guoted in
the Woming Star of 27 March, i3 no more than o seek ‘a reaffirmation of

the unions” abhorrence of the regime’s actions’.

‘Abhorrence’ never changed anything, unfortunately. But that doesn’t
warry the Communist Party, which is intent abova all on presarving its
‘special relationship’ with the wade union bureaucrats. As we recount be-
low, the example of Glasgow shows that this is olready seriously under-

mining the possibility of any united campaign which could concrefsly aid
the struggle to beng down the Chilean junta.,

The PWFS Anmud General Meeting of
the Glasgow Chile Comnittee on 3

Jarmes acAllistar

Aprl saw a determined albempl by
the Communist Party to force houme
thee split they have tred 1o provoke
i Lhe Scattsh Chile Solidarity Cam- |
paign for the last six montha.
Actiwists in the Chile compaign
hopsd that the meeting would get
down to the desperately ungent 2k
ol building solidarity in the Glasgow
fabour movement with the stroggles
ol Hie Chalezn workers and peasints
cnee again. The last AGM, in Decem-
ber 1974, wos used by o TO-strong
CP block-vote (o create 3 "Scoltish
Chile Defepce Committee” over the
heads of five other Scottish local

committees oulsde Glasgow, thios
lzaving Glaspow without a funsfion-
ing local committes ilsalf

BLACKING

Within a month, a vicious attack |
by nght-wing A LEW boss John Boyd
and his local cronics brought down
the mcsl important ant-junla bleck-
ing action ln Western Europe, that of
gircrall engines at Rolls Rovoe, East
Kilbride, The Communist Party Taised)
Bl 4 marmur, apd the "Scotiish Clils)
Defence Committes’ decided that it |
woald be ‘out of order’ to discuss the |

of the *Seattish Commitiee” evapora-
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arganiising of support action bo sus-
tain the blacking

The attemnpts of the *Scottish
Commitiee tousurp Lhe authonly
of the national campaign and the au-
poncmy of the local commilless in
Scotland boecame so blatant that the
brmonihly Committess Conference,
the highest puthonty of the Chile |
Solidarity Campaign, passed the |
foellowing resolution at s February |
meeting: “The “'Seotiislh Commities,
until Executive discussion, has no |
brief other than {15 staed oae of co-
ordinating existing activities.”

In the forindght atter Che Commil-
tees Conference, the "Scottish Com-
mittee’ mode clear exactly which "ex- |
isping acivities” it wag prepared to |
‘coordinate’. When the Scottish
¥ oung Commumst League organg@ed
a 'flag-dav for Chile', it received che
full support of the “Scollish Commil-
tee'. But when a picket was called in
suppert of Chilean s=ilors on [rial,
supported by Chibean exiles of all
pilrties as part of the C507s main nal-
lonal campaipgn, 8 different aort of

suppart was the order of Lhe day.
I'he promisss and encouTigemenl

ted dnlex thin air when police forced |
the 100k pickers to disperse. The lead-
ing lighta of the *Scottish Chile Def-
ance Lommities” had failed to secure
even the police perrmsgion Lhey hnd
proamised, and were not even prescnt
to answer for thedr Fallure.

SABOTAGE

The second “Annual General Meel-
ing' in Glasgow ln 5ix months decided
tex stand by this abject record of sab-
afaging any attempt to put the C5Cs
hlacking programmie ard campalgns
inte actlon. To do that. it was necess-
ary for the Communist Party o gel
aut of §tg balr the nasty "wlira-lefts™
whio insisted wpon maintuining the
full seldarily programme.

Cat-poing Chairman Fhil O Brien,
3 Founder of the nations] CSC and of
the local committes, was defeated for
the time-consuming and arduous [=zk
of Secretary by CP trade union bur-
eaucrat Archie Mchlillan, O4 the new
| parsen Comnttics, nine are be-
lieved to hold CF cards. Long-stand-
ing activisis of the revolutionary loft
wirs block-voted down in favour of
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aome candidates who were aliending
their firsl CSC meeting.

The finishing touwch to the new
*Glagpora Chile Commities” as o law
unia itsalf was put when CF Commit-
tee membeer Jane Mackay successtolly
moved that it should noi be *tied
doen’ to monthly meetings of CAC
activists in Glaspow, bul should only
sumuman such neetings when it
thowght fit, As Ml O'Erien pointed
out to the meeting. such actions hy
the Commumst Farly [.|-:'.liJlL & dagper
af the heart of the only remaining
national united front Chile campalgn
in Westemn Burope.

The Glasgow IMG will continee to
defend the wnited front of the Chile
Solidarity Campaign by publicly def
ending the full C50 progriomme in
pction, Activisls mall local CSCs
maat act at the next Committess
Comference to pul an end to the Glas-
gow CFa wrecking manoeuwses. The
grave be=ing dug by the Stalinisis in
Claspow is designed to bury the uni-
ted frand of Chile sodidarity through-
vt HBritals, ]

O behaif af the Uindted Farm Workers
and particularly our membses who are
striking for wnbon recagrition in the graps
Fislade: o Califarnia, | would lika 1o thask
wau far the wery fine article you wrote
abaut aur struggle CBlack Thess Grapss’,
in Aea Mamewdy af 3 Aprll and vour
support of pur strike ans international
bisyeott aof California table grapes.

Hgreatvar, | wwiudd ik 19 correc] one
plaring error you made in the articls, Le.
Wi wrote LRl e unien i@ “arsoiraging
desperate tactics like asking the immigra-
tian gutharities Lo et againe iliagsl
immmigrants being employed by the
growsnrs, which can ondy dvide farm
warkers'. This is blatartly uirtries

T hie immigration Authorities, comre
ranly Knowm in CalTornis a8 "La Migra,
Fappen ©a be are of the grestect snemies
ot the farmwvinrkers and the United Farm
Wiarkar Lingan, They &2 0 lrague with
e multimillianaire growsars, the racist
courts and palice in California. and thoss
i Waahing wn Wi ara our 10 beeak aur
Unian.

The faw that we are asking to be
anforcad resds that i1 s Mhegad tar any
farvign worker |be they logal or illssl
immigrants; ta wark inany place (fisid or
factary b where thara il & certiting sirika
going ore Gur UFW strike has been certe
fiar Iy the LS Deparemant of Lakaur ani
the US Suprame Court. Dat the' lmimigra-
tinn Actharities anrd the Departrment af

dugdice are ot geforcieg this Tederal law

1. UFW and immigrant workers—setting the record straight

hire poswerty-stricken Mexican warkers 1a
veirk in thi struek fields paithout teliing
Jthaen rhat their brasters a0 sistare are on
strika) and nor avan chacking papars &t tha
border ar at the fislds where there are
pleket linas.

Therefors, the UFW has set up ifs own
‘border parrod’ made up of hualgulses
(nFikensl, maat of whom are Mexicen ar
Chicano {Maxicar- &rmericanl, 1o explain
in Spanish to the Mexican wor kers vy v
don't warnt them ta wierk at the struck
ranchag We oatar "turn avar’ Maxican
workers 13 the Border Patrol of the |mmi-
gratian Suthorinies, as v Knne fram aur
o eaprerience how brucal sed harsh
their treatmient is of all poar peaple.

A rmodl Gf g memdmrenig i Third
World pesals vard in Coifornia and Ari-
cona, largely Mexican), we aurselves are
constantly harassed By 'La Migre'—thay
bresk irto cur hames, interrapt ows wsork,
intirmidats ard Drucalkse us 2t every turn,
ot it v arp WS citizers or nave g
corRCL papers and visas for working in tha
L. The UFY doos fon recuaire ike mem
bers 19 b LIS citizens, bui we da require
avary member ta respecy the Linios and
Aot 10 scab o thair fellow vaorkers. Wic
Frava bad sivaral marches 1o the Mexican
bordar, mal by marches of Wekican wor
ks lat Calexico-Mexically 1o sk our
solidarity with adl Tarmwwirkers, remardloms
of citizenshizn.

Wi'e ars asking the Immigration Author

| Ties 100 (1) Stop empliyers and iabolT core

fields rathar than the wirkers themselves;
151 Tell workers cmssing tha border that

it ie illegal for thern toswork ot struck
rariches; {43 Poscnotices at the strack
Fiwlat ealfivg & workess it s el for
them ta wark there under LS federal o
iT they are nat LIS gitizene, in athwer words,
prtarce Thar own laws.

The followrny statemerd written in &
lester to the Oepartmert of Justice by cur
Urian president Casar Chavez turthari
axplamng our relatiorship 1o thern, (4 ves
written after Aomula Avales, a US citizen
Beirri bn Texas and 8 mambor a1 tha Leicad
Faren Warkars, wae shad in the fiead aed
murdered by Barder Patral officjals while
he vaas warking ar & pruna archard at the
Col-Migei on ranch where the afficials were
checking workers' visas and wark papers.

Chavaz wirltes: “Tha ettorts af ciar
Liicn 1o grganise farm workers hawe
adwways been met wrth bastility by the LS
Eoraor Patiol, More resantly, tha Patiol
huy embarked Bpon an organised prograsmims
at wisiting Union oreves &1 those fnw
ranclin wihere we bavs contracts to harass

aur members By ¢ nghing them aut far
gancigl investigaticn ard ambarraegment—
and today & deaty by wialence. The pre
e af your agents st aur Uniger Tialds
ot weicome and uniess immediore remmedia
aciiareis [aken Lo contrgl thaie pgants and
their Bshaviaur, we will have na alterrative
LT o natlane & massit CampRign Al nore
cospeErmtmn and resistance,”

Again, W thank you for YousSUpsman
af awr firike ard bovsatt and hape that

2. Appeal for Chinese Trotskyists

Apcording to a recemt Heinliia News
Agancy dispateh, ‘war criminals just
reicased by special amnasty numbered 283
ir all, Imclsding 280 war criminsali wha
originally belongad 1o the Chiang Kai-
shiek clique, two voar criminals Tsam tha
Japmnase puppat regime in Manchiria snd
one war eximinal Tram ithe poppet ' lnner
Mangolian Sutoromous Qeovamment.
This raars that all war criminale hedd in
jal have now been relessad.” |19 March
1978, Peking).

Bait na similbar amnesty hos sver haaiy
doclared in the cisa of thase revolution-
aries, in particular the Trotskyists, who |
wiare arrested in ihe coursa of a nation- |
wide raid on the night of 2324 Decsmber
1952 Alnpethor 200 persons wees saizad.
Mo indictment wies gvar made public. Mo
publie trial was meer hold, Thioss arrasted
wand reluaed contact with theeir reditives
and friencs,

1T I8 1hereforn impaossibda to say with
amy certainty what has happaned 1o thasa
Trotskyist militars since—what “orimaos’
thay ware chargad with, or hew many of
thawn are still alive. Whet Eits information
there t5 indicalés that most of the youngar
anéd are nov living under suparvison
atter five yoors or mers of imprisansment,
ardd ara barred from employmant. Tha
alder comrudes oontinug toe rat Bakind
s,

¥iho are these Chinosa Trotskoysss
Mao judges mars dangeraws to his regime
tha K uarnintang cownted-ravalutlonariss?
They include:

1. Cheng Ch'ac-lin: a founding mesmbar
afl the Chinese Commaniet Party amd the
Chingsa Trotskyist movement, o ksadet of
the 1825-27 revalutian A prominent
wirtar anid translatar, Sssurming that b ls

stifl abive, Cheng will ba 74 years old. He
will ava fpant 30 yaaid b0 jail—avan
undar Chiang Kai-shek, 23 under Mao,

Z. Chiang Tasng tung: & |aading activisa
im thet Shanghal lobowr mosyement and a
participant in tha Shanghai gansral soriloe
and uprisaing of 1827, |f stilf alive, ha
wipdibd now e abowt GR

3. Ho Chishen: a studant lsadar in
Pakireg in the aarly 1550 who joined tha
CCP shorthy after its formation Tomsthar
wilih M:In,. Ho plewsds lsading roda both
i fhel TY25-2T ravolurnmn and 6 tha
revolulionary moavamant mn Hunas Pre-
wince after its defoat. Like Chamg Ch'ac-lin,
Ho will have sparnt sswen yoars n il ueder
Chieng and 33 inder Mac—hig old comipaca-
inFarmes. 1 alive, he will now ba 78 years
ol
4. Wing Kwan: o dtudent in Franss with
Choua Encloi in the sarty 18920s, an intimatn
friunel of Marshal Ch'an ¥i and & lsasing
activist im tha CCP im Anhwel Province
during the 1830-2 7 resalation, Ying Kwian
wias mlsa @ Tounding mombar of the Chin-
38 Trotskoyrist movermsnt, A & Trodskylet,
e was |alled twios by the Kuomingng
police diaring tha 1920k 1T S0 allva, ha
wauld be about 76 years old

B Lin Huan-hus: & ravalutanary
ader of the younger gansration. He
warkad wnelarground in the avti-Aapanosa
resistance from 1933 8-45, snd wes 8 fmeen-
bher of the Exseutive of the Canton Prind-
workers' Union whan arrested by the
Maoiets. Ha & o o litnle osver Hifty years
ald.

| woulel thavators appaal to all workers
arganisateons to take up this mee through-
aut the sboir movatant aed 1o campaign
tar the immediate relesss of all Chiness
Trotakyists and ather ravolutionaries still
in jail.—GREGDOR BENTOMN, Laack.
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Provisionn] Revolotionary Govermment sadiliers sil in & cro wded truck
passing down o busy Dianang sirect where life is getting back fo novmnl. |

SAIGON » the noose tightens

THE SAIGON PUPPET GOVERNMENT is now confined Lo a

zone of about 15-30 miles arcund
few scattered areas in the Mekong

the capital of Saigon and a
Delta. Most of the roads leading

nto Saigon are in the hands of the liberation forces,

Althougl the mdlitary situation
remaing fluld, cartain things are clear
The muin military strategy of the
Peaple's Armed Nattonal Literation
Fromt {PALMFE) has becn—and still is—
o amash the Soulh Vielnamess armics
(ARVN} both mamencally and in
terms of morale, The froits of this
sbmategy were the victories of the last
few montha,

T'wo major tactics have been
sdopted in this strategy, The first has
been to destroy ammuonition dumps
andd atrfeelds, thereby Hmiting the
{phting abiliiy ol the ARVN. The
second tactic has been the encircbe-
ment of perficular ARVN bases. The
iscdaied bases have then either been
warn down by the liberation srmy or
they have been wsed to lure ARVN
reinforcements befose being stlocked,

BOGGED DOWN

It was the second tactic which was
meed &0 succesiully ai Xuan Loc
After most of the original garfizon had
been wiped oul, Thisu was forced to
send in the Ist Airborne Division-
ihe abaodute elite of the ARVHN army,
This bogged down his best troops at
Xuan Loc, denving them the abdlity
to take any initiatives of their own and)
cnsuring that they were unable to
refnforce the defence perimeber else-
where

Meanwhile the PANLE forces by
possed the Bolated Xuan Loc and
Baded Lowards Lhe key nir base of
Bien Hoa, 14 miles north-gast of
suigan, Mow the puppet povernment
s bean forced Lo move hall s gir-
stnke force from Bien Hos leaving
behind the aircralt rapair shops.

BALANCE OF FORCES

As yet, Lowever, the balance of
Tarces between the two sides is not
clear cut. The puppet government has
at itz disposal the beat pare of seven
davisians cheslersd around Saigon, al

armed with modern np-to-date weapaon- f

£y, Moat of Liese (roops dre Fregh and
hove the backing of a buge  armed and
girthome force.

Bue although the planes tanks and
hebicoplers ure there it is not known
:‘-‘b_:l'f-' Inany ire usable, For ingrance
omly one quatier of the giant Chinook
gunships are fic to [y Ooer the last
few wears Lhe sapvicing of plune: and
tunks has been carried out alieost
entlrely by US pemonnel. Mot of the
Americans have pew lett, and it is
Idghty probabie therefore tlat the
technical bockbhone of the ARV will
now b unuseable.

Above all, the question of morale
1% mesl dmgeor banl and 1his s knoam 1o
be very low. The ARV troops have
niver won a decisive ballle, und are
penuinely afriid of the “fovincible’
coamnmd nEie They can lave little o

g o T oy ' & o B Lok k. g o

in comparison the PANLF has
commilbed very Hicle Torces fo Ll
fighting, Most of the battles in the
last Few weels have been carrled out
by regonal unils of (he PANLEF, Thay
hove used up Lictle nmmunition and
bave had to do comparatively lirtle
.'".H;'hllng. The regular units of the
Maorth Vietnames: divigions around
Sadgon are still fresh and well-cqulpped

Although the arms ol the likeralion
army are infedor to the ARVN, they
cerisiniy wse them (o beiver effect,
They are also able to use captured LS
arma. Long-range | 30men howil rers
are now in position arcund Saigon,
and the airport ar Hien Hoa cowld soon
be madevompletely unuaable.

How long the ARVN will beable
lex haold back UThe insurgents will be
determined by two key facrorns.
Firstly there is the abdliiy of the PRG
to develop an insurmectionary situation
inside Salgon—il i konown that Uhere
has been a big infiliration of political
cadre and sappers info the iy, Then
there 15 the mood of the ARVN, and
awvan reporters from the capilalist

| media are forced to report on the

despair dand pessimism Lhat is sweppang

| throwgh Saipon.

The PRG afven liken the pupper
regime to a rotten apple on 2 tree All
it needs now is 2 wellnimead Blow angd
Lhis could well come from within the
city,

Indochinc

Atter the fall
Theeu

To onderstaond ihe likely development of e siluption in Vietnam followiog the Tall of Tiieo il s necesary (o wnader
sland the political sirategy of the Victoamese Communist Party and the Provisional Revolutlonary Gorernmenl
{FRG] in the South.

1z whaole thrust of che PROF s activily thess demamds ab the FRCG 0 18 peesssary ] Chioe hed dlrendy agresd o praciily sag
in the past poerdod las been fived within to analvse the zobus] dtuation io moare ademand. Fieslby, e PREG mar moke
the framework of the Pards Peace Accards | Jetadd 1 undemtaid what thay wanld such an allinnes because it frarga LY
af 1975 The PRG as keld thare e gaims I amsard 4o tn prachce alaekade,

which wane farmnlise:d in e Adoconds The Pages acvaond allowsd ror he “n" I Stat

should be defenided ps strongly as posmble lfeemabon of a driparbiie coplition baisd
Wintever the confuaims created 1y

Ifis frnmiewark waos seen by the FRG o6 the existing regime, the PRG, amd the
g peoviding o valoable diplonats wsipon Thind Force. The PRO originaily called R s

and given the patentinl isalation of the fog w bipartite coalisken with the Thicd | the mianaeuvess of Hw FRC §i 35 abiost
iptmanicae svadiilan {Uianks b g | e !1I-:1:e-.:,- s bt e _m.—.r 1I'.z.]1:rn|:m': m
Chinese and R ussian boreancracios) iy | | B S 'MJ'I.“':"':JE‘ A aul:_-'ll:lu_lg alber
held this 2o be very important. OF much rJ'!.1.11 the creation o n '.':-'nrl.'nrs siade,
greater imporiance, however, & ibo facl Frrsely, adilveaaly (ks 't.H.d.n..uu.mn.l LT Brus
that the Ascords Fepresented a summary decp-roots in the Sualiniss périod: of s
although 2 distarted ane-—of some of e Lozt ]"*'-'F““-"-'F'ﬂ- anit -"-"J'-"Fl“ a
feulierneits af the revalution. It allowed rhrs!:-:ln: '-"”’-"":'I'“E 3i|_|3-'-"'—"¢" :"‘""l"' Lacviig-
emnphasis on (he withdrawal of all LS gz furves, of "pesar, ele, dbal presand
interveation-n ker sten. and s sach arrerprely thot I.'!ne i wny which s Ve
werved ue & focus Dor e aclivily of the dlﬂ".‘:l_:.‘:!![ froty that of the Moscew-doan-
developing npposition i the cones lebd nated CPs
Byt puppct regime (GVML. o sxample, o e el guesstion

o : i “praceful coexistemce’, Le Duar, the £

sectetary of the Yietnamese CF, wrone

alneoal a8 i avsweodyp e Soveet amd
Chinese Baresacracies—thal "To intensil
the anti-impeniobist revalutinn, far frem
neing incanpatible wiil puios, 6§ pooeeal
in praciiée to bé a very Dundasianial
direction i which fa attack imperinlsm
in arder to safepuam peace inoa ol
elleclive inainer,

Thix seatement, in The Firtnenarse
HAevolran- furdmmsniad prablang. geen
fueal gk, s in ling with kis speech ta
military tadre m 1974 in reply o those
oeinbers of the Vietnasess CP owlo
appased ibe idea of deepening the revee
[utkonaty strupphbe and wasfed to play
dewn reundficaen e sl "Our whole
couniry 15 in a singe of acuee natsoenal
eimippbe amd chos slrupple. Sa long as our
matianal Gheration and re-unifendion s
ool compléle. here can be no consplete
indzpendence and peacss”

Finally, on fo crwcia vuesiien aof the
character of the revaletian in the Souach,
Liz: Digan stated: Tl nativnal likeration
revnlution ne longer I:'!1:~:ium T frdne-
wurk ol a bourpens revolulion, Dot i3
teecarning an infezral pait of the prebsiar

Force but they were Erced o concede an
this pednt as part of the price for the
removal ol fhe LS mdlitery. They may
still redarn to their original iden, a5 they
wire delinilely aminst negodiatioss with
Thiewe Certainly the FEG has always made
it guide cleas that it is-the only foree in
Wietram which s at 2l representativs of

| e broad misses

Different Matter

The "Thind Fores” i3 g Jillecsnd imatier,
It has been exponded and orpanised mainly
thronigh the Mational Beconcilation Farces
which the PRG has supporied —atd con
sgrs of radical Buddhiscs, imlellectuals,
warkers' and peasainta’ arganisations
studenis, wamen's ergunisatons imde
i eommnEt e, ete. These Ernuping':
are very hetcrogoidous

In peneml they represent Forces which
bave led some resiane: agamst the Thicu
peplme, althaugh link=d oo the PG
through the rewolulionary comuoitiees
bW afg Bt NG er 1S ﬁnn'.innrinn. Beczuse
af their ohjectve role, Gie PRG may wsll
inake a wiced froast wach chem.

Hoth becaase of the possibility of a
coalitien governmend, amd because of the
unitéd sction with Ue " Thied Foree', it is
likedy that the present phase leading o
e Fall af Salgon will moi be the conclsding
victary of e revolution bul will see B
development of a new phase in which the
lags sipupglo wilb continne in o different
frim.

A namber of faciors may well lead the
PR oo a conlition with the baurpsols
forces. Firsily, thsle o%n fomulahions da
niaf exclide sweh possibilities. Secandly, revilution and e distatecdip of be
Upey enay fecl thar soch o bloc wall cedoce | predecnriod on g world scale s | . in our
the misery und sulleding thar @ lorgdren- | ggee i pabicnal daneenlic revalution
and peasanis” council basml solefy on the caaf giees of Smigon would entad, Thindiy, led by che warking clas is of necessity
rovalutbonary mmsses which shauld bs thes may i i 10 the presare from dw b up il EIE sl PR
oaganized o conlionl s reactianaries ut bareaucracie of the workers states - Thied | g e the barmer af the Dok
@l Jewzls, Hut alchnugh we disagres with l slaimed that Kissnger, the USSE and RetiediitioA]

| Class Alliances

R Even more important Ban ibe staled
/ A e S pogitians af tme PREG is the pecwol mmilitar
- ,,r;_.ﬁ':lg._;_:__ s ali :;.!':'. e situaibon bt the Seull. Whalerer Die coor
"';l..'-. e, _,i_'"-:':-i_',i-:'.i-_‘.*"":; ','-_'._-:".-_'-_ ; fusions crended by ghe PRG S manpeurnes
' : £t whial 33 bnpottant te underatansd 18 that
any howreesnds Tarces in eovernment will
bes i a llastion o wideh-the sfate powee
af the copitalist class, it conoml over 2
majar Al Force, will nave alicady heet
largely destroaved
LCaplialings with apmed fores oo sippo
them in @ government wne ane thinebat i
seqnstnine very diffzrznt when e eapd
talists  possess cody econoomde aenl ool
toal anmed poweer. Linder these litter
connliticns, windle soch clas alltancs iz
caiznt the workers, the houwrgems forces
are isated elenenls Ay “coalition
sayepminent’ waald in reality b o drongi-
Lt phase iy the clminariomn af Ao
pedtis emeanls
I'he exact cocrse af ewenils in the
Sty is lard e prodicr 1t depends, for
example, on whether Tohieo's sessiom
nceemipt to hnld togecher their Foroes lan;
apaph For o cker military fight prowml
Sadpom, or more Ukely, sleiber Dy
nidempt to negotinle immediately wath
"RG
dul ane thing iz clear. The revalatian
bt rnnde gighnric strides i Viebam, Wi
eval e manoeuivres of the coming weeks
ther will not wlter the tosic fact. The
dewnfall of the capilalist teelon: in the
Soath is inmdtable, The PRG will wit,

‘The PRG repeatedly made it clear Bhai
theedr aim was tospoed up @e overtnrow
of the Thisu rezime. They stalvd that
by were willing (o Gogotiats o settlement
ance Thicw was remoed, Thisgim of these
nepntintians ws deacribed as the Toroatian
af o Matamal Cauncd of Peace and Recoit-
Almilion’ o work-towards reinkficatian

It ks ke clor, bowever, thal meitlea
in Vietpam noi anywhere ehe doss there
exist the posability of ‘fational recuncilis
tien’ betwezn the cxplaited and explaiting
clagses The problem: of the national amd
democratie ouestions can only be salved
oy adeterminod sirugele against e Dode-
pealsie, not by Farming o blac with them.

-
Disarm

We therefore do nat sapport the
PRG" fonmulation of a " Matienal Council
af Pesce znd Reveociiation’. This dorives
iram the stalimisl kemitage of the Viecins-
mese CF and will disasm palitically the
caldres of e paciy amsd G cevolistionan:
wirkers and prasants

Tuis Formula will also be used (0 pri-
ol e fuernation of argars of wotkers'
demipectacy n South Vielicen. We coacnpter-
i io this the formistion of wockers

W1 Y I MIHONY 0100
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Armed Forces Movement
steps up harassment of left

With the "pact” that has been signed in Portugal between the
ruling Armed Forces Movement ( MFA ) and all the country’s
leading political parties, the elections wnich are to be held on
25 April {whaose final results will be known on & May) will have
little direct importance. Irrespective of what happens on 25
April, the Armed Forces Movement intends to continue to
hold the political strings for the next three to five years.

The MFA, as part of its class collaborationist scheme to meet
the crisis of Portuguese capitalism, has already proposed to draw
up 4 ‘common programme’ that will unite all the signatories of
its pact--from the far-right Centre Democrats to the far-left

Popular Socialist Front. There is even talk of trying to fuse all
these groups into a single organisation whose job would simply be

o back the MFA leaders.

But the outcome of the slections
will have an important irdirect eflec
on wial takes place in Poriugal over
the next few months. If the rghe
wing supparters af te MFA pact
the bourgsnds DS and PPD parties
und the Socialist Party—win & sweep-
ing victory, it will strenglhen the
right wing ol the Armed Forces, This
will lay the basis for manoewvres
desdgned 1o Block any further meas
ures thai cui into the interests of
Portuguese capitalisis and o lay the
ground for a righl-wing counter-
offensive.

"LEFT PACT

by

Chris Balfour

tumn once more Lo plo and schemes
for o future counter-coup.

FAR LEFT

Another important owlcome of the
election will be the results achieved
bv the anti-pact forces of the far left.
By rejecting the pact all these groups—
the ‘centril’ Moverent of the Socia-
list Left, the Trotskyist Intermational
Communist League. and the Maoist
groups {Comemunist Electoral Front,

=P The et pact (the Communist

Party, it3 front group the Porfuguess
Democratic Movement, and the Popu-
lar Socialist Front) do well, then the
presend policies of the MFA will be
given 4 boost in the short term. But
al 1he same fime the combativity of

the mazs movement will be spurred on,

and the workers will feel encouraged
to contlmue thelr demands for forth-
nghl anli-capitalist messures. At the

same time the right will ke discowrapsd

from pursuing any further its policy
ol oom promise with the regime, and

[ Uity Party, and Popular

MmocTa .
wide ranging differences. taken o clear
sband in defence of the Independence

of the working cluss movement and ite

strupggle. A Fignificent vole [or these
groups, even i relativedy small, would
show that the most palitically awire
sections of the Portugusss workers’

mrovement had not been misled by Lhe

cluss collabarationdgm of the Com-
munist Party, and remained piedpgad

tor ereating soclalist solution: based on

workers” power as the woy out of the
crisis.

.-_'l;.u;'.' - 5
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The MFA i& not unaware of this
dinger, and has therefore begun seloc-
tywe porpssmnent of these growps.

The MEFA™s stratepy has been a 'salami
Lactic’—ta pick off, one by ans, thess
agctions of the far left which have
maost sobated tThemsslves from the
miEss movement &y thelr sectafmn
policies, counting on the sectarianism
of the revolutionary left a8 a whols

1o prevenl any umiled response,

They began by banning twio Macist
proupe—tle Movenanl for the Recon-
struction of the Party of the Proletn-
riat and the Workers and Peazants
Alliance—Irom loking part in the alec-
tions, and denied them the ripht to
crry on any polilical actiwily al all

during the election period. (& number

of militanta of the former group are
curmenily in prison for violating this
ban}

UNITED ACTION
FKecently they have added Lo Chis
by banning the Communist Electoral
Front from wsing the radio and TV
time to which they are entitled for
five days, o the prownds that their
programmes criticised the Armed

Forces Movement. On glmilar prounds,

the Popular Unity Party has had one

of its TV programmes cancelled.
The vanious groups involved have

gach organised protests agsinst these

n)—haie, despite their actions, bul so far the only proposal
for united action by the revolutionary

left has been from the Intecnalional
Communist League, Porfuguese sym-
pathizing organisation of the Fourth
Intermational which has called for a

amited front of all groups Sgainsl repres

s

Only a united response can defeat
the MFA's tactic and make it back-
fire on tlem, exposing the clas

character of the MFA and its schemes,

and srrengtivening the political oppo-
nenls of the ‘puct!

ORI,

Pramimant an last Sunday's demonstration calabs ating llnlmarfn tha auarthraw af the Caatans regima were I-l nr.-: LR
the Spanish Solidarity Cammintes, whose Hogam stresed the meed for o united struggle to end capitaiist explaitation theoughaut the

arbers il

Photo: MICHAEL TOMLINSON HFLI
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Dominican militant Desmond Trotter still faces the death panalty bocauss
of his oppaosition to the repressive John regime. A picket of the Easst Carib-
bean High Commissian was held in London |last Friday to kesp attention

foewged on his mﬁ and another is Elanmd for this Frldﬂiiﬁa ﬁﬁi ﬂni.
wad ceenried to the paper ' e offices by

Cheer 2000 militonts and supporters of
the Popular Movement for the Liber.
ation of Angola (MPLA) have been
gunned down in the last two months
|:l.:|-' rightist thugs of the Malbioml
Frout for the Liberation of Angola

Avcording to the Portugness press
agency ANL FHLA menibers attacked an
MPLA headiquariers oear the Angolan
capital Lusinda an 26 Muorch and cap-
sl seveial dazen voling MIFLA mecmips,
Ot newspaper accownl mportod dhat the
FYLA ‘cacrled away the rectuits in a
truck Some of the recnaits, suspecting
their fofe, jumped off on e way. Some
af them were shot, The others were
machine-pummed n & remote valley, At
lemst 51 were killed n this massscrs. '

This massacre: was ey the minst
vicious incidend in nn csealading seres of
Fun Datddes and assassina tion atbempis
mounted by the FNLA sgainst the MPLA
in the past bwo monihs On 22 Manch,
FNLA punmen openad fire on the MPLA"
headguarters o Vila Alice during & vislt
by top MPFLA lsader Lopo do Nasvimentoo
The mme day, EMLA onits attacked
MPLA tnstallalicns with machine-gans and
grenades in Lobaro, Lubongn, Huamao and
the Cazgiga districl ol Luanda

On & Apnl, sheoting broks out af
Luanda aimpeal 1o this incident, which
left o Boeing 747 Jumbo caddbsd with bil-
bt leodes, the targst was probably Apos-
tinkio Mewba, president of the MPLA, wha
was expecie]d 1o arrive that day on a fight
fram Lishan

PRO-IMPERIALIST

The FHLA f& & proclnperialiet proup
Lacked by ibe Govermment of Zaire, one
of ths United States” closest nllies in
Africa, Holden Roberis, FRLA'S pres
dend, is brother-inelow of president
Mohuwtu of Zpirve, which is the second
larpeet pecapdon] of US econonsic “aid* in
Alrica and is lavishly equipped =ith 105
military hardwars The FHLA opsEalss
Iroo base camps in Southern Taire and
15 thaught e have over 20,000 armed
conbalanis

Welk-funded  in addition ta being
well armed = Uy it naclionary palrons,
the FMLA bias recenily bowghl up all the
s meeans of commaunication in Anpala.
O 24 Mamch, twe Lisbon daily £ Secipks
meporied Lt Loonda’s anly TY station
had been gequlred by the FHNLA and
meommel FNLA TY,

Luomnds's leading sewspaper. A
Prowinciz de Arpesle alio sppeared an-
der mew FMLA manpgement on 24 March,
lis caditor, Cotrsla de Proeilas, who bad
recently retarned from exile afper being
sudpecbal of complicily in the nghit-wing
cpup phterapt in Portupal on 28 Seprember.

FHLA troaps who ore naw permanently
installed in ghe buiddiig

FRLA s political gaals were apthy
e s by Roberlo o met Pebruary,
Attacking a 'Week af Papular Power’
argrundsed by fhe MPLAS 'Popular District
Coenmissians' io the last week of Janoary,
HKoberne sald that *peopbe’s power buds
1o o peaple’s dictatorship and the populs
tion of Angola, which B Cheislian, sctively
rejecte Commundsm.”

The leading bewgenis weeidy To The

41 SAMTIHL ¥ E0NY 030y

Paine Trtgrnational noted o ks 22 Febnaery

legig thal the FELA “wanis & Black nation-
alist Angoln, bur it wanis (o reepect foreigs

Inwestments and pive the white man & chanoe

chance.  [is muin concemn & development
of the country amd the protection of e
and order. [f s fletcely adverse 1o the
srcalked “direct popalar power” advocated
by MPLA'

Angola
terror wave

FXNLA assaults against the MPL A indi
cate @ possble ariEmpt by the FMLA 1o
seize power prios (0 Anpola's prijecied
Indeperdence Day on 11 November.
MPLA preahbent Melo, speaking in Lis-
koo ar ¥ Morch, accused the Portupecse
authorites of standing by while the
FXLA terromises the African popuiation
amd asmaalts MPLA lesdguarters and
dliian iz

The MPLA Itset, hovwewer, bas helped
L1 wpin the wuy for the wive of right-
wing ferrar. Ky jolndig the populas-
Iroal “tramzifional government’ (in
conlition with the ENLA, il Nalanal
Umion for the Total Independence of
Angola, aud the Porluruess colemindists)
set up afrer the independcnee sprosnueant
sipned in Partagal an 13 Januoary, it
g disariented and demobilied e
Anpolan rinyses

The MPLA |5 thegefore encoursging
the Angolan masses to flaca thedr candi-
dence in o Covern ment which inciod cs
tha assasedie of s FHLA ilssli! The
MPLA mimislers of the Covernment
Approved the reastionany gnti-strke law
publiged i January which allows stelkes
L ez Lanned and workers to e placed
under milltary disciplioe. And on 3 Feb-
Tuacy the MPLA minssiers [oled with the
2t af the Gowernment b order doe
disarming of b warkers of Loanda.

ey Hodges

Stop
NATO
Plots

THE DICTATORIAL Spanizh reglne
15 wheurdy worried about its future
Faced with a growing fide of opposi-
tiom and the loss of almost all s
maditionnl props at bome, it is seck-
ing support from the intermationsl
forces of connter-revolution.

Iey e carrenl nepoliolkos Tos e
renewal of the TS-Speoish militany pact
[wlipss vripinal adoplion in 1%53 nopne-
sented the aceeptanes of His offspring
ol Tabian wid Gennan Gascisn mia e
comip of ‘western demooracy”y the
spanilEh Goresinnenl B o i to havs

asked For asumnces that L% nailikary
assirtnne: woulkd be forthopming in the
cvirtl ol “internal digorders’ geiting out
of hand,

In response the Amerlean Goviemamant
has pregrosed that Spain should he much
It glosely bnked inowith NATO, and
has pdfersd o do ewery thing possible to
Ly swod o closer pelationahip shout,
with g lomge term: alon of Spuin sctually
Jodning MWATCH in the futurs

This mipve is not st some endnar
mineuvre in the militury jumding act
PszDwpint nperialism and the Sovied
Tiniomne Asane Pormmuguese daily paper put
LU “The dscusdions pofliaps 288005 fIealct

Ingportanes because of (b shar bam o
the beft of Farwieal, which has.maised the
possibifity of 4 break beteeen Lisbon and
AT

The integration of Spain inte NATO
relates fo the mast backs purpose of Uds
impersdisl alliznia— b prevent the pa-
bresk of socinl revelution in Funape.
That was tho peasap lar its establishminl
in tiw Hret place. ond '.'.'_I'.'ile the iloemtam
in the class strigele aver the last 25 vears
Tz gl the cnapiasls ods on L2 narpew
military nspest, its paliteal fonctian i
ONEE Apain ererging as clearly as vver,

I Westem mmperialism decides it has
1o dlep o agmnsd the Portapuese workiog

class, MATC wald b= o crgcial instramert
tog mach infervenbion, asd Spain an
msentinl sprimghonnd.  Spomish termitorny
15 abready belnpg used by the Gt ‘1
puese Liberabion Army”, who openly
wcdenit thiat they are planndeg poceilis
aclions Lo ree Fortugal from *Marist
subversian’,
These laiest developments serve anly (o
urdeglin: the oead o talld, hrowghoul
the European workers' movement, &
masaneg moFsnent to delizng the eran
revululion oo dnmpepialist manoeavres,
oril & the same tme to mobilise the
LEnma e workdiss class H,',.;.I.illbl Lbsie
couillerrevolutiomary XA TO alliance.
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Tl sin-week-ohl Matkenal Alscrrion Cam-
puign (MACT got o boost kst Wednesdoy
when B peopbs trlad o erowd intea
F¥ksegier hall in the Houss of Commons

o u mating sgainst fe Abortion (Amend-

meni) L Finally, an overloo: meeling
Bl 8o b st mp in 3 Comnyittes room in
mmoiher parl of Parliameni, with speakera
juimg from ore mecting to the other.

Thee MiFs, who were Bilbsd & ibe slar
i, sither said very lttle (Ms Short) or
memed io concede the anci-ahortionists
cmss (M5 Havman), Moflidng wae said abaal
mmiing [he s of abortion a line’ for

the Porlismentary Labaowr Party to adopt,
nthing gboael the facd Dol this mave to
restrict abortions is tnking place ageinsd a
backgromnd of cuts in the welfam services,
amd redlbing aboul the need lor 2 mass
campaign. organised ouiside Parliament,
to enforee mot only the defeal of (e
Amerlmeni bul also the implemeniation
and extension of the presemt Act.

Thez el For the budldiag of the cum
i, amd Im pacticular of e 21 JTune
demwrmsdration, was befi do the NAC
speakers anid chaimvamen.

The Scottish Trades Union Congress meeting in Aberdeen last
week overwhelmingly denounced the budget as "a serinus attack
on Lhe standacd of living of working people as it will increase
the costof living and, at the same tme, have a disastrous effect
on emplovment prospects,” 1t declared that a sharp reaction
from the trade union movement wis necessary and wenl on o
pledge ‘support ta all unions secking wage increases designed to
improve the living standards of their members.”
The 470 delegates, with anky Lwo
opposing, voted agninse any form o
incomes podicy, voluntary or ofher-
wige, under copitalism, Maosl
irnpartantly they passed by alarge
majonty a resalulion on "Cost ol
Living Safeguards’ which colls on
unions Lo fght fof slding scale of
wapss ggrerments which give U
per cent profection apainst inflation
in the read vilue ol wages

Mowed by Roland Sheret on
behali of Stirling and Msorict Trades
Couneil, the resolution calis Tor
uninng Lo nepariate cost of living
glanses in their wage agreements
wiltich would transform threshaold
apreemenls & Lthey are presently
conceived into 8 peouing siiding

government workers' union MNA LGO
fas a paw cladm in for 39 per cent
mcreases plus a d0p threshold for
every one per cenl msein Lhe coat
of living index, Eailwaymen are also
seeking a4 new cost of living aprecs
ment, Bay Buckion of ALSLEF bas
gand that the latest rax and price
rises will have to be taken into
aocount in their pay ralks, “We ae
asking for some formuls to be built
into the seltiemant witich wanld
take care of any olber increases in
lhe cost of Lvlng”

ACTION NOT WORDS

But the problem with the 3TUC
decision is whather 11 wall aLlu_1I|3.'

HAMPTON'S
STAMP ON WOMEN

THIRTY WOMEN and thoee iwen, e
bem ol e Armalgamated Unioo af
Enginocring Wir ke, fave boen o strike
for s wesks ol Hompton Stampings,
Bipmingham, toosecwre the reinstntement
of tem ol telr members who were sacked
for goming a tade uniae

Hempron Stampings is 2 small Tactory
emploving arcuand 40 people, mainly
women pisce-workers For Years tn
manggement hove pol away will paying
bow wapgss and providing poar working
condiliens. The fales of pay vary frem
week (o week oo job (o job. One wonman
grossed £ 1 for 30 hours one wesk;
anither pecked apr £25 one week pnc
anly £ 14 the next.

Thic assapied Government legislarion
like the Egusl Fay Acl, whicl k& sippossd
o deal with discnmination agminst womern,
simply dogs not cover his Lo pay
remeiins one of the majer prohlems facing
weoren, and cases like Harmplon Stamplops
explain why wiaren's rakes ane 30 oy
nalf of average mabs rates.

frmingham West Disinet Commitien
wl the ALEW hgs made the sirike officiol,
and the women ace siow peceivinge strike
miney. But little sapport has besn orgn
nased edlcially, asd an apecal sheel has
only just been distribetesd. However the
wonisen Bive orpaisised repular pickes and
their blackimg campaign has alTectively
cul off all seppliss and orders 1o the
factoTy.

Support for the picket has come from
Lucas's, Wikmod-Breeden. he Working
Wiomen's Charter groap ond stedenis
aimang athers; and bsc Friday 15 members
ol e Rovers Shop Stewasds Comnnlties
joined the wicket lme. Small empeosors
like Hamptan Stampings ore asaolky very
dreridsed T break tade union struggles,
There &s every poesibiliy that this sirke
cobd take some time to wine Messages of
sappard and fnaoclal ad shaould he
rushead toe Hampioms $trike Cormmilbes
cho Werdy Shdelds, 2% Benfield Clase,
Stinchley, Birmingham

WE NEED YOUR MONEY

e he basis for action. Here the
ETUC gave only oo many indica-
Liona that it hae little intention of
lending a Fight Tor working clizs
policies.

1t 15 trae that miners leader Mick
MeGahey maele an nppeal to dole-
wiletnat just to pass resclutions,
bt to act oo them, ' Buot daspitean
impassioned plea fiom the floor 1o
delepates 'not to turn cheir backs on

scale of wapss bused Oon 3 workang
class cost-of-living index. This
would be 'designed o cover
increages I the cosoof living wich
normal wage bargaining taking place
over and above phis.

The STUL decision on & sliding |
scale of wages comes when o whole
sefied of unions are beginning fo put
in demands for proteciion of wapes
againgst inflution, Aleeady the local

i e i [ L]

- ob0TS TUG VOTES
FOR SLIDING SCALE

the tweo Slirewsbury comradag in
all,” fhe Congress was closed wilth a
resolution calling for ndusteial
action to frec theim nest on (he
agenila,

i was ciear Lhal the majority of
dolegares, ncluding the Comnmunist
Party, suw ':|-::|i1'._|;I on resolu bans 35
hoping to copvinee 'their Eatour
Gipvermment’ to carry ol these
mieasures - the very saome Lobour
Government thar bad just carnied out
9 seronzs alback on e siandard ol
living of working peopls,”

Exactly the same atiifede 15
likely to apply to the olher dnpor-
tanl positions which the conference
voted for on paper— opposition o
the BEC, calls for the nebionalisaticn
of Morth Sea (il and of the British
subsidiaries of ITT (1he firm heavily
invodved in 1he military coup in
Clable), and suppaort tor the Yeorking
Waormen s Chartes.

If the STUC actually fowght Tor
the polivies pagsed, particalarly the
podicy of the sliding scale of wages,
they could glve a lead o the whale
working class. The buresucrats will
dir everyiiiing to sabotage that fight
It i up to socialist militants o lam
the weords into real deeds.

by

Aberdeen MG

Thase London teachers lcoop ooming 1o our reseug. Lost waesk they farkod out
anothar £30 for 1tk Fund Drine.

However, the sslance thim month from Glassow, Edinburgh, Manchoester, Laads,
Sheffinld. Bismingham and Oxford is dosfendng. With just ower a week to o wo
dasparataly nead ihesa, and some of tha London Bramnchas, 10 CoMS I ol FRscus
e are sure they will ot Fail ue

There is o doubt that Raa’ Weskly has risen o the needs of the internetional
clasz strupgle over the past weslos in a way that mo other papor on the British iofr
hiss Achiavad or even Triad 1o achisve. This is ona mars reasan why the left needs &
paper like Aad Haeklp—p paper which can not only analyse what = going on bt
can also provide a line on what to do about it

Eusn in the mongy 1o e Beardy Fund Orive. TE2 Pamconyilla Rosd, Lomsdan
M1

exclustve !

Tha publisation af Alexander Dubcek's open lotter on the
situstion in Crecholovalkiz has cabed a political stonm.
It is the first majar oppositionist satement to be mocla
puibslic by 4 dapossd basdar in 8 workens' stote sincll the
tme of Stakin Next wesk™ Aad Mimki)y publiihes far thea
firsl tima inv English the main seotians, in which Dubeek
makes his anabysis of political developments in Geeck o
lavakin since the "Pragus Spring’ af 1968
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Fhota:  AMGELA

& hundred and fifty Medical Ressarch Cowncdl wepiical workars staged o mass ploket
outside tho MAC's clinkel research centre ot Northwick Park Hospital in Landon kst
Friglay. Tha demarsiraion —against the Minisiar resporsible for their wages, Reg
Prentics, who wes saiting the haipital—wan tha Tirst b in an afflielal ASTMES dis-
pute for a new grading structure and for o netional minimsm sterting wags of £2,200.

BUY RED WEEKLY !

SUBSCEIPTION RATES:
DOMESTIC: £6 per yoar

£3. 00 fay & moalhs
FOREIGK: {9 per year surface mail

L1 7 per year aicmail

Weite co RED WEERLY |disoriburion
182 Pentonvlle Raad,
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OXFORD
ANTI-FASCIST
DEMO

Avcording v e Labour-con trolled
Ciafomd Distrcl Councik yon have to be 2
fasclst 1o ged i oo the Teram Hall oo Mo
day the evening of 12 May.

On that night dhe Natdonal Feent has
etny ghven permassion o hold o poblic
meseding by the Eatates Commithes
desphie profests from the local Anti-
Fascist Commitbes—a bidy topiesenting
iimportant sectinns of the Oafond Labour
movement. Tl teguest of fee Ant
Fascist Committes G g mecting on thaot
night was tumed down by the Estutes
§amnrithen

Fven the Osford Commdbbee fr

' Commumity Belatiens has heen elhowed

aait by the zealoms Exiades Cormmilbae
Although e OCCH has dong hebd ids
mectings in the Town Hall oo e ssdonkd
Monday of eacl month, the Estates
Cornmitcee have tdd teem Uiey Gre HioL
heavine & enecting on Mondoy 12 Moy o

" have imsiead ol lered g roaonis in

aksther naikding

L.oval amii-Cmscise ke nof taklng this
dectsion lving down A mass picket of the
Tawarn Flall s een calfed whic s sape
ported by the TMG, the Inbernational
Houialists, Te Commanes Parky, snd
vagsens trede union branches aoud Laboug
Party wards whi arc offdiated bo the
Ant-Fasvisd Cominbibes The Workers
Socinlist Texgue, alloough not affilafed
e (i A il Foscist Commitiee, are also
moyhillising agaangt Hee fascists and will be
omn the pickel

Sopport for the mass picked @ upged
fromm every aren a5 evitence exists that
the MF plan dlais 23 te firsk of & series of
rallics in the Wesd Millamde BEvery anit
fasciar whao can ger there should be in
Orfeml om 12 Mav.



