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REVOLUTION

IBERATES

CAMBODIA

The Americans have been defeated in Cambodia and the revolu-
e victorious, [n Vietnam the wron orip of the revolu-

Licanary |I!'Fu.“- is tightening around Sagon
ment and unmitizated barbarism, imperialism

of bloody entansle

After thres decades

5 heasding for Boosdy defeal in Indochina
Depair and possimsm & sweeping through. the US sdmanis

trotion. A bemused Vies President Rockefeller confessad
|r s o do anvthing
b s wg ol ||.. Wi currying oul a
2 Fetneat

porters: "It s really too
run away Irom reportors
sick muniery of the :::'I.-:pi.
Yietnam

At ks San [hego press conference
on the Indochingse debdcle it is
reporied s Ford’s eves molatened.
But his tears 1ot for the
Ammerican-butche Ircka
ching huat for the ;:.-l'll'.g nermeais of
the cormupt hangers-on who lead the
Baigion reghie.

He mighe el be opset. Righi
omg he South Ching Sea coastline
the masor citiey of Thiea's govern
menl huve tombled over ke holises
of cards in a wind. The ARV gons
raly have scurcied away, abandaning
their commands and deserling Their
troesps, [The puppets Save stapgered
hocs tn Suigon, the strines on which
thoir impeulist masters made them
dure laving spapged.

In o Gist desperate throw Ford fas
pow called for almost 5 1,000 mil
lees for Scuch Vietnam—iclding
£ 7212 in cmerpeney military aid, The
clher & 250 millions be savs @ neo-
did for Thumanitarian aid’, This 'liu-
mpilaran’ wd B nothing mere than
a sinisier protext for opening Lhe
fdoor tm @ pomible LS mellitary in-
fervention.

Ford made 1kis clear wlen He
asked the lepislatcrs to ‘clarfy im
mediately’ the restrichions on the
usge of Amesican militnry forces in
Yietnam: He al=o o mked thal the
“aw’ ke revised to allow American
forces to- 3¢ brouwght in o prolec
Iriemily Vielnamese a5 well

Ford®s intentiops. are clear, He
wanls o Re The smokescrecn of
humanitaranism 1o bring in the BE572s
and the 4000 marpes who zre 2l-
reaidy om s tnndby,

[we herooo steupgls of the Indo
chinee fGberilion locies 15 neuringg

Were ENed

near oo

L
" As President Ford

of his puppet-regime_in

and powerlol o nierventidan
oyt U can deday  that victory.
The world working class movemend

HHAN R

Flr:luwl:l 'i '-’lulrlumm troops retreat before advancing Hibsration 7o,

without -strngs. 1o the PRG—which
i the only force: capable of re-con-
structing South Vielnam,

A wictory in Indoching wall act
like & beacon of hope o all the
oppressed peoples of the world. It
will show that the colessus ol im-
perialism Iz nol unsfakeable bal con
e defeatied, The Bricisk labon: imove-
ment must da everyihing in its poe
wer [0 ensure Chat rictory s won. If
il fails to do thal i1 will write one
moTe temominicus and shamefol chap
ter in the sordid ldstors of British
Laboidt and Yietnim,

wowrking peopde who ek wed the Labour
Coveenimient must be cut even Dicthr,
while hond-oule botalling ilsousznds af
millkans of prunds we given to bankrupl
cpitabist Grmea like Feorant and Hritish
Leyland.

As il is, Post Office workers—who
suffesed a crushing defeat im their geven
week sirike in saly 1971-are one of
the most poarly poid groups ol workers.
Tlee increases in “new money” in the
current deul amasund booadly Sl to
EL 10 8 wark for postmen and posd-
weoanents B3p to £2,93 for telephonisks;
and between £52 amd £172 & yoar for
comaister clerks

Similar watnings on wages and
threshabds have heen isswed 10 Beltksh
Kall, a5 well ps bocal puthawnities whoowill

Tany Benm, Secretary for bndusiny, s
tnken up the cudpels for the social con-
tract wihers tghl-winger Reg Prentlee
amd Fellovw “left™ Foust lefit ofT. e hos
warned (e Posl CMAce thot sinte funds
willl not be wsed to subsidise the Corpone
tion if bt poes ahead with its present pay
rise for L0000 workess—which includes
thieshold payments of one per cenf for
ey ome per cont incesss in e netwil
i bimdeo §F the cost of living mises by
more than 10 per ceni this ysar

Even a mvage cut of 10 per cent bn
ithe real value of napes followed by o
Hereslvidk] apreement which in no way
vawves the Fall rise in the cost of living
15 mot gl emough for the Labpur
Cwvernment Mo, the soecisl contract
meeans that dhe |j'¢"i.l1ﬂ' stanilards of the

mist 11r_|l permmil thal o happen. (1
woudd bBe the grossest betrawval if the
imternational workers' moversent al-
lowed the imperialiais under the geise
af “humaniiarignism’ 1o once agdin
upleash death and destruction over
Imelnchim,

The peapic of Victnary naed aid.
They nzel
intervention off cheir backa. They
need Food ol Perltieerd Lo resiore
thzir land from the ravapes of thirty
vedrs ol imperadist war, - ey neaed
machinery and. technical equipmen!
tex. rebailad  cher country whech nas
heen sa cruely. ravished by oo
bombs and papalm of the US mili-
L=ry.

In Brituin the labour newernsnt
sk heaisl The ‘Crovernmenl recog-
nizes the PRG. [0 muast insist thet no

the Threal ol lmperialist

g he Bing 8 dermmod from the local
povernment woskens' union NALGE for
threaluld payments of fiflp for every
one per cent e in ihe redadl price bndao.

Meamwhlle, the Labpuor Governmeni,
in cahowois wilh the comipl ]Tlm“-'.l' (=4, g
imablets of Glasgow Coarporation, o no
douht smisghy conggr ulating themeehves
o ibelr SICCess in using terps (0 sEnasm
the Glasgow drivers’ dirike and defend
the #oddal eORLracT.

Renm's seabbing gn the Post Oiffice
wrkerd an Labour's scabbing on the
Corporation drvens—this 8 e neal and
vicious face of The sooinl ciatract. with
jis hare-faeed lies aboal equalily of
sacrifice by bosses pnd watkers to
strcngihen Britzin's collapaing caplmalist
eounomy aild suppossdhby defend the
intorests of the worst o

Ddic i daailing

E - b e

35t e ofeifespe ol 1l

Every cloud has a.. .

Tha Houghian Report did eanfar Blessings, Altar L wask's gite of £700 fram
wr Egit London teacher, we godl another £100 from a grauwp of ING fsacherns wha
have pust pot their back-pay. That is a goeod examplas which we hope teachers else-
e w il ol los.

A abreays, money is desperately short. The worst thing that can happen i far
our readkrs to say: ‘Good- the iwackers are rescuing the Fighting Fund o wa do
o el 1 #anad gy sy’ The rachen’ donstions muast be an exsmple, not
B respibs.

Wi ool ot resar @ vesord tatal this monih. Plaesss maka gurs that wa da 17
woul maad any incentive bedse o book ai the rest of the revolutionary press, On the
EEC thiey are all pwer the place. The irish lssus jusi dalivers ane unpleasant shock
lar tham ATier another. Wistnasn peets gl their schemes Their simphes e of
‘bigger and better militancy' is shown to b= more and more Inadegquaie to con
front the present crisis of capitaliam.

That ig why the Aad BRadly B so essential, and that is why your paper neads
yaur maney. Send it now to Fed PRek!y Fighting Fund, 182 Penitoneilba Raad,
Langhan, M1,

"h HEML '\. -' e e ..i.'-." W "':..-g- Fg ::ﬁ“‘\or

*[ohoar and low pay—pp 10 & 1L



PORTUGAL

FOR A

REVOLUTIONARY
WORKERS’

GOVERNMENT

Last week Red Workly reproducad a sectian from the LCI's Election
Manifesto explaining their reasons for standing in the alection. This week,
we print a further section in which they put forward thaeir programme for

& revolutionary workers” governmant,
Through the develapment of the uni-
ty and gorganisation of the working
class in the fight againat capitalist re-
sction, we know that it s possihle o
replace the present government of
class collaboration with the bourgesd-
et by o revolutionory worke:ss” govern:
ment, 8 Bovernmenl made up of all
wirkers' and revolutionary arganisa-
tons, supported by thie mobilisstion
and permanent alfensive of the work-
g class agrinst exploitation and the
porwer of the capitalist state. Such a
povernmeni would be cupable of del-
wering profound blows to the econo
mac and political power of capital

“The programme of this government
musl invohe:

The expropoation withour com-
pemsabion of the mosl imporiant ind
msirial, commercial and agricultural
Pumnesers. along with the magor meian:
of social commmnication (TV, radio,
anems,; newspaperdh, and their opera
tion under workess” control;

3 Establistunent of the power of
ihe workers government over the en-
e ool ayslEm, aiid Lhe ¢slablih-
o ek laid

iy power of foreign trade by the wor-
pers povermmeni lo combal economic
Soyooti and apgression by the lmper-
mEE powers;

4. Support for the poor peazants
through the setting up of 8 syslem of
credi! #nd lechnical aid. with an ap-
rarian reforo that frees the poor pes-
seiils from all debis and mortgages,
smdd, a5 far as tenants on nadanalised
lands are concerned, emsaires Lhad they
receive Lhe product of the land they
work.

‘5. Expropaiation of all war indus-
LFHes

6, Creation of a central economic
',"Ed:l.'u.'lg apency, inlegraded ond ander
the conlrol of the mass organisations
{workers' commessions, indusfry
commiliess, lrade unions, cooperat-
e,

T, A alding scale of wages and
bours; immediate creatdon of free soc-
il servioes and education; drastic red
uction in the price of public tranaport,
emergy and housing

‘B, Repeal of all laws which delend
the ini=rests of the bourgeotsle and
the replacement of bourgeois courls by
uchiciul bodies de mocratically clected
by weorking poople.

‘9, Participation of the mass orgam-
isations in all levels angd lorms ol the
runmnlng of social life. These mass org-
anisations must be structured accord-
ing Lo bhe principles of proletanan de-

mocracy, which demands elections al
all levels, the reguiar presentation of

sccounls, and the permanent cotitral
and right of recall by the base of all

elected representatives; the remunes-
ation of these repressotatives nod o
excead the average wape of 8 manual
wiorker,

10, The general arming of the wor
kers and the replacement of the army
and the police by 8 workers' milibia
and voluntary vigilance bodizs intepr-
ated and controlled by the working
class.

11, Withdrawal of Portugal [rom
MATO, an end to the Iberian Pact
|counter-revolutionary defence agree-
ment signed between Portupal and
Spainin 1942%}, repeal of all treaties
with imperialist powers, abolition of
secret diplomacy, nnd the lannching
ol a forspn palicy of anti-imperialist
s pad | fow the Torsger Colodses and

stionary iniernations ot
for the strupgles of the workers of the
wiorld; against the Burgpe of the ex-
plodters and the monopolies - fight Tor
the Socinlist United 5t

Y

SOLIDARITY DEMO, 20th APRIL

A demonstration in solidority with the struggle of e Portu-
guese working class will takoe place in Lomlon this coming Sun-
day. Organksed by Local groups of the Parguese Democeatle
Movemeitt (MINPL the Portugeess Sociallat Party, and cthe Liga
Partmguesa {an associatlon of Porlugaese imomigranes in Britsng,
it I8 belng supporied by the Pantoguess Workers Co-ond inating
Uomnaliies, and am imvitation has been extended to Britigh left

groups fo mke part,

The demansiration will dssemble 51 Speakers” Corner ot 2,50,
From there it will march io the Spanish Embassy, where the
demanstmiors will express thede solidarity with the struggle of
ihe Spanish workers gminst the Fanco dicladorship, and dsen
on to the Portugeese Embnssy where a cally ds planmed.
Memmwlnile plans [or ihve Portuguese Workers Co-ondinating
Committes’s "Salidaniny Campnign wicth che Portugoese Yorking
Class’ g podngg ahead, Last weelk soime 120 delegaies al o
Sational Undon of Students” Conference in Llnndudeo heand
PWIOC member Alvara #lmnda unge supporr for the campalgs

ates of Europes,’

trarsport rburwnrk._

In the wake of the gaimvs won al'tur I:hu smashing ol I.l‘iu' '!'l Murdh rﬂlﬂmllir‘y th-ll-'l..
many sactions of tha Poruguess working class are pushing forsard class-wide
pemands posing an albsrnative way of organising soeciety, Hers thousarnds of cailway
workars from all parts of the cosntry, gathered in a plenary mesding. adopt a
resclutian calking for the immediste nationalisztion of the raitvssys and the entire
trardport $ytem, and tha aelaption of an ovecal] plin Tor tha devalopimant of iha

political parties in the country.

It pact is designed 1o give the
Armied Forces Movemend Lhe suchos-
ity it needs fo regolute the furthes
development of the clas strugple in
Portugal, bring the workers' move
ment under conteol, and prevent any
real fight for 2 workers state and o
socinlist Portugsl According to its
provisions the AFM will have equal
viice with any elected body in deaw-

ing the Preaident. The President will
have sweeping powers, including that
af commanding the armed forees,
appointing and dismissing Lthe
Government, and dissolbving tha Legis-
Intive Assenshly and calling new
elections,

AL the same time the AFM-appoint-
ed 'Council of the Revolutlen® will
Temuin in cxistance, wilth powers to
overrile the gnvernment and the
Legislative Agsemhly, exclusive rights
to harudle liws on military marters,
and the right to authorize the President
to declare a 'state of emergency’

CLASS COLLABORATION

The pect nleo provides that the
AFM will draw up, dn conjunclion wich
the parties thal have sipned the apree-
renl, g ‘sommon poelitical plalform’

im arder to ‘varry oot in lbersy.
bui without srerile and divigive party
strupgle, 4 commen plan of |I:||:||Jr|_

il a meeting sponsared penthy by the Enternational Marise
Groap amd the npernatbenul Socibiste. Next Friday, 25 Apr
— the fird anniversry of the conp which averlbres the fascist
regime—a public meetsg i being planned for Londoi, and fwo
wiehs kaber fhe Red Ladder theatre groop will be putting on a
benefit for the campalgn at Conway Hall

Toe FWCC has asked Krigish trade unionists io support the

compaign by inwvitlag a member of the PWCC o spaxk &0 dheir

London MWL

trade unicn meeting, moving resdutions of sepport Tor dus
Portuguese working class in its strupgle for socialism, calling
o umidn nnfionsl committes do imvite PWC speakens b nat-
binl conlerence, subscribing (o e PYOC balleting (Fur
Commen Strugale, amd alfdinting their erade walon Trenlly o
the solidarity campaign.

Fur farther information on ihe campaign, fekets fox ihe
Red Ladder bedelil (SOp ench), or sobsetiptions. o Qe Comm
b beriggle (£1 Tor 10 ispmes) wrlie s FWOC, 18 Fleet Homd,

shosbe ook ookl sk sk skskeobe sk sk ek ookttt sheskeole s st sl st sien stk ok sk sk sk o ke

Berd iller i 1™ A _"1"48 1" Mo ™

g up o new constitutlon and appoini-

PORTUGUESE
MILITARY
STRENGTHENS
ITS HOLD

The Portuguese Armed Forces Movement (AFM), the eflective
ruling force in the country, scored a big victory last week in
reaching agreement on its proposed pact with all the major

This agreement, which effectively leaves political power in
the hands of the military leaders for the next three to five vears,
has been accepted by both the capitalist parties, the Centre
Demaocrats and Popular Demaocrats, the two mass reformist
parties, the Communist Party and the Socialist Party. and one
eroup of the far left, the Popular Socialist Front,

reconstruction’. The nature of this
“platform’ shoold be really scunething
to see, since it will supposediy reflect
the views of everyone ranging from
the reactionaries of the Cenlre
Diemoerats througl o the advocates
of 'socialism nosw' in the Popalar
Sociglist Front.

In reality, whatever such a docu-
ment may S8y o paper, it can anly
add up to one thing-a class collabor-
ationist scheme to block tie growth
of workers' power and underwrite
the continued exisience ol capitnint
expioitation {tarced up as “naticnal
Tecanstruaiom’ ).

Some sections ol the AFM waitl to
carry this scheme even further und
are now tolking about the fusion of
different pediticnd parkies into o
aingle “Broad front” which would
provide civilian political suppeat Tor
the AFFM. The resershlance of this
pinn to the sel-up in many “thind warld!
countries wlere lefi-wing militanr
regimes have come 1o power felking
azout socialsm, unly Lo direct their

elforls to derailing the ihass stiuesle,

i5 not accidental.

TROTSKYISTS

The appasition ta the AFM s clasws
vollaboraticnist pact has been led by
Lhe Intermalionsl Commundst Leaguc
{LCE), Portugnese syimpathiging
argaiisation of the Fourth Inter
mational. The LI was the first of
the paries to publicl annaunce its
refusal Lo go along with the pact,
anl ol wias gl ils press confercnoe
thit the contente of the plan, which
wntdl Lhen had been kept sccret, were
mude wvailable to the Port egwese
penple.

The LCI dencunced the fact as
‘an allempt fo conceal, dhrouph an
agroedment bebween capitalist and
workers' organisations, the contra-
dictiang which irreconcilably oppose
the interests of the explodted to
thoze af 1he exploiters on the poli-
tical and ccopomic seane.” They
r.'ll:rj:'liud aul that ‘only a workers'
government based on tlee organisa-
tions and pariies of the working
clagi can effectively combat capi-
rafist explodtation und the constmie-
tion of socialism',

_5- ii' ’ il n =
with the
Portuguese Working Class

PUBLIC
MEETING

FRIDAY 2B6th APRIL 7pm

Friends meeting house
Euston Rd, W1

Speakers fram the PWCC
and the British labour
maovement.

ke s e e o Aok ek e
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By CHRIS BALFOUR

The LCI called on the genuwlnely
revidutionary elements in the Armed
Forces Movernent fo *reinforce their
suppart for the anti-copitnlist move-
puent of the workers, Lo luke part in
ihe allfance betweon workers and
saldiers, aml on Lhis Hagia. not to
oppese the independent orgimisalon
of pank-and-file soldiers, their
deinocratic Aghts of asermhbly, dis-
cyssicn and lrade undonsation, and
o refuse Bo repress the stragples of
the workers in Lhe factories and the
alpepts.”

GROUP EXCLUDED

The LT has heen joined inits
srand by the rest of the orgnisitions
of the revolutionary lefe, and afeor
iodcial besitation by Lhe rmost iompor-
lant “centrist’ group (Le one that
puis forward revolutionsry dess it
olten compromises wilh the reform-
ists in practice), the Movement of the
Saocialist Left (MES)L I remains tn
he seen haowe the AFM will treat those
who hove refused to go along wilh
ils plan, but an ominois sign is the
denying to one of them, the
Coannmihist Electoral Front (am
glectoral federation of several Macoist
proupsl the TV and radio thne (o
which they are legaliv entitlad.

In other areas the LCTs election
campnign has been going well, They
have crganised public meetines akl
mver Lhe counlry, stressing Lhe need
for the unlty of the working class ol
aworkers' government to carry the
stiugele for soctalsm forwand. Al
ane mesting & militapt soldler spaka
frovm the plalform Lo siress the need
for the arming of the working class,
and called for the creation of acmed
pickels b Lhe work ers commmiltees
and armed detachnsents of the mas
weoil ket nrgenisbions

In Lisbon a highly suwecegstul
ineeling Lok place in the Sports
Pavilion on the theme "For a Bed
Furope aof the Woaking Class', with
Erncst Mandel from the Fouwrth
Internatinnal, Severy] LOCI candidates
for the Lishon area spoke. including
Kewia Marberta, a brade unicn delepte
from the important Plessey factory.

Mandel closed his speech by saving
‘To each hlow which international
reaction seeks to deliver Lo the
Fortuguese revolulion, the European
wiarking closs must reapond with
aclive solidarly. [kespile Feing anly
i modest organisation, the Fourth
lnternational & ready to work
tewatds promosing this solidarity
with the Portugucse peaple foday,

s yesterday it orgonised solidasity
wilth the peaple uf Indochina, and
tomorrow will do so with the people
of Spatn..'



LEFT RHETORIC -

'BUT NO ACTION

CHRIS DANIES [Repori)

Phond

Orver 2O poople attended the Tt
Rslly againsl ihe EFC in Manchester bt
Friday. 1t was hasled as ' the Lirgest political
rafly in Mamchester since the defence of
the Ropublican shruggle sgrinsi Franco' It
ws glso lhe biggest losd of lelt rhetoric
for donkey’s years—and not at slf uninee
esting for revealing ihe carrent divishons
smongsd the Labpar “lefi’.

Right im theso for “defence of ratonal
Parhiameniary sovereigniy’ wene Bob
Wrighl. Broad [ eft candidate for general
secretagy of the AUEW, and Lebaiis
Mmister Peter Shawe

“What g e poind in the Labour Fardy
winning an election iF all irding agreements
mast b lanlerwmitien by O hristophier
Soamees in Brussels? moaned Peier
Share The babour mavensen may ks
wonder what i the point of 3 Labour
victory when they see the Shrewsbury
pickets atill lingoring in jaid; James White's
propused reduction af the rght to sbar-
tinn: and the Crimimal Tresphss B#ll naking
oeeupativns dlegsd- o meation bt o few
of the bistani anii-working class actions
spponied by the prosent Labour Goversr
ek

Barbara Casde, oo, was on the same
ling, condemning the “chemistry o Tear’
and the threais 1o jobs, trade, ete. med by
the pro-Marketeors She went on (o bl
how *Cermany and France will walk inte
oikt markets onder trading comditions that

Michasl Foot spaske st Tribase Rally in Londan-
EEC, he stressnd tha nasd to maintain unity with

serve their mationsd infersgis and mot o,
Her defence of 'our national inferests”
implied that it is hetter do s thrown ot
of wark by a Hritkah employer than by a
European one Slie had no aliemative 1o
e caplialisd EFC ather than to thaesben
thsl the "hasis of fids campaign i8 1o poe-
sanve aur Sicisl Demuoratic gysiem— the
“maled Tor ve world " —amd il that fails
ey micizEm would mesall and thar woild
apen the doors. b communism.”

I omgianison with this malionalist
ietitsense, Stan Do amd Eric Heffer
decided i pul on o distinetly lefi image.
Urme declared stonily that *We are not
here as lirtle Englanders”, opposed collabg-
radan with “mncommon allies’, amd strossed
i need for “intermationabism” bicsuss il
Britain does pull sut we will meed sgree
merds wirl ihe I7 countries of Fuamope
and not just the Mine. Helfer stressed et
he saw the campoign agninst e EEC as
gl off & struggle For sovialisn - althasigh
b was forally vague on ew o achieve
that desirahle poal

Magre is no doubd, however, that it
wiak Bemm wivo came in with the liod et
line in rhetoric He called For lactory gate
e tings and indepeslent action of the
irsde umion movement. n fact, tar |l e
by his wonds, you would have thaught

~lar from proposing any real organissd sction by the
the right in order to preserve the Labaur Govermmant|

thar o weritalsde sl of socialisd
SeDivery aiud serma- udshavik propaganis
was ahoot in be undershed,

Unforhamaisly, when it came down 1o
the meal fo be contained in al thiz, hiz
answers were pathote, e bemoaned the
fact that sade interventinn in the conmamy

spposedly o disfort the marker
oconomy o Uhe interests of working class
people - wonald oome under e seruiny
of the “FEurspean Busestucrals’. For him it
15 ¢eserilial that " the labowr enovement b
ahle to ume dbe halbid Box 1@ teinove
WIS -

In oiber words, Benn remains ad ansaiil
that it must ke dme-blooded Srd: hareau-
crala-who opemate in the interesis of the
capilolist market economy.

B mos i slgaificanidy of oll, not ane

single one of the b spenkers projssssd

any meal arganisstion st the bage of the
wawking class mewement B0 cam paien
againgl the EEC. This B one of the real
tests fon the befts. Al the moment iholr
campEipn is just @ damp syuib,

Their refusal fo fighi For socialisl poli-

cies is giving the economic anmments io the

pri-Marketeers. Thelr refusil to onganise

a campaign &t ihe buse of Uoe working b
maveaenl & leaving G feld open for
Wikson. The Fribere rliles are doing
neethbng signaficant to combai s

labour mowsment againat the

INTERNATIINAL MARXIST GROUP SAYS:

T0 THE CAPITALISTS’
COMMON MARKET

A UNITED

SOCIALIST EUROPE

s Saskers

" FOURTH INTERNATIONAL RALLIES

ERNEST MANDEL

L SPEAKER FROM BRETTON % Mo ]
PORTUGUESE SECTION SHEUTILLD S0 e
OF THE FOURTH INTERMATIONAL |1 s o it

OXRDEDN %od Apcd 30 ks i
LMD -Weed Aprd 35 LT
BRI LA Thirs Mg |
HAMTIESTER Fiiday Mag 7

NF's
honour guard’

tor Oxford

After their dismal showing in [sling
tom, and thelr disruption of ihe
Conway Hall anti-EEC rally, the
Mational Front lave now sef tlels
sights on Oxlord where, an 12 Moy,
they aim be hold a Town Holl meet-
ing on their racialist appositicn to
the EELC.

Theair chole: of Oxford Is no accidend
After the appearnce of the WEF in the
Lown Lt year, thi IMEG called for 3
umited ffenl b Aghi any fascisl threat
Adlur aninitial respons: from Tntemation
il Sockaliste the Commarnks] Parly wel
coibsl the inftative, Ao Ant: Fascist
Commitres: wae then s=i up based I e
Jocsa] Bbawr mmavement inelu ding reproazn-
tatives from faide union hranches anid
ward Lalar Parties

The suceessiul wampsign sondicisd by
the AFC meavhed a highapa L dumng the
lust election, when two NF mecting wens
ddspatsed (one being Ganslformed inta an
antfascist wally ) amd the WF candidate
Locsivesl cnby 573 voles— the lowsst in
Erglnnd

The WE despierade 1o ofiluin 2 bass,
is muking aolher offore. Ir applied Lo
the Laboir-caontrolled Council fur g
Toen Hall mestine. Immediptely e

tha be el o e about geting the ac
ﬂfriﬁe?’ﬁﬁ:ﬁ&'iﬁl#ﬁ;".ﬂ'c’ reimi?‘.iﬁ’te" ¥
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{INRF)
LEFTS’ & THE EEC

When at lomp [ast Eric Hefter ao sarcked from the Laboor Gesernmeni
it Was greeted as a breathtaking act of political principle by the
Tribwnite left of the Labour Party.

We don't particularly wanl to seem o knoek HelTer above othems—
ab lenst he is out while ail the otler ladis such as Fool and Bémm con
une bo grice the Government seaches— byl it was o Jittle belated 1o
sy dhe least. Alterall e los saf quigtly throuph the passing of the
‘Provenlion of Terrorism” Act, the seading in of iToops apainst the
Cilaspow staikers, the refusal toorelense the Sheewsbury bulding weor
kers, and mny other vicious acts by the pheseni Labour Gavernasent,

But Eric: Heffer's previous thick skin and his final display af prin
ciple, are as nothing compared Lo the bankruprey which has been shown
in the last week by the Labour Party NECS Rurely can the load of fake
lefts on the Labour Farty fesdemship have Lad a more overafcluing line-
up behind them. After all, Heffer and the NEC are nen just speaking for
themselves but for what everone knows will be the decision of the
Labour Pecly conference, the previous decisions of the TUC, the
aleeiidy taken declsiod of the Scottish Labour Pardy, the line of the
Co-operative Party, and the policy of the Labour Party Young Socialists.

REFUSED

Deaprite ali this the NEC bas refused point blank Lo commit the
resources of the Labour Parcy to a campalgn for o 'ne® vote 1o the refer
endun. Mow, gocording to tie tatest reports, the "lefls’ are woried that
they have pabe too Tl They have declded Lo 'cool it when the pex
g test for Wilson's puideline—the answering of Parliomentary questions

=OTEIES L,

The anli-Marketeers, it appears, will agree that relevant Purliamentary
questions should be answered only by peo-Market Ministers, This deci-
s Lies Benn, Fool and. company even more clodely o Wilson and his
ticlales. As For questicns not 8o directly refuled (o the EEC, the anti-
Market Ministers are reported to hive decided *not to antagonise the
resl oof the Cabiner by their replies’—which ghould make the right wing
trualy prateful.

Wilson is bothered by no such lack of decisivenes, He didn't even go
through the normal procedure of ioviting the ex-Minster for Indnstry fo
submit his resignation. Within an hoor of meking his antiMarket speech,
Heffer was out on hisenr, Bely on Tory and Libesal votes in Parlament
and chop down the left critles— that is Wilson®s recipe for the EEC
campalgn.

4444444#4444*44#4#4444;;444444+#¥¥n#4#*;#44#;444;4####!##4{

NO BITTERNESS
Meanwhile the "left’ are doing everything they can to svold & real
showdown even when they are forced o make some fight. Heffer LE¥i

i
heslds Harold in thie highest repard *

Despite the fact that an unrepressniative cligue of nghi-wing Labime]
Ministern are quile prepared to overfurm every decision faken by the
majanty of the labour movemedt on the EEC, Mr. Heffer remalng with
out "bitterness’, Either he doss not understand the magnitude of the
saues involved, or he does noc feal responsible to the millions of rank-
arid-file voters for whom be claimed to be the spokesman. o either case
this statement is irresponsible and gives it to Wilson on.2 plite,

Mr. Beon end the orher ante-EEC Cobinet Ministers “regretted” Hellers
sacking. How touchine Ruf they themselves took good careto remain
quiet charing the EEC debafe. 11 they too bad piblicly broken the
Cabinet’s directive, the task of the right wing in discipliniog ils dissidents
would bave been o hundred times barder.

RETREAT

The refrest was taken a step further on 10 April wien Michael Fool
spoke at length and with great emphasiz at the Tridune Bally in London
on the need to maintain unily in order to preserve the Laboor Govern-
‘ment. No wonder Wilson and company can afford o treat these eard-
bonrd heroes with queh contempt, when in the face of threats from the
dght wing all they do is curd up in the comer and whine.

The Natlonal Execidive of the Labour Party has & majority apainst
the BEC, 1ts majoricy will carry the backing of the Labour Party Con-
ference and millions of trade union members. Bul the ¥EC cnn only
defeat the pro-bMarketeess by insisting that ol! the resources of the
Labaur Purty are used ro fight for a oo’ wole.

That means open defiance of Wilson and a refusal to make any funds,
printing, rooms of other resolrces available to the 'yes® campaign. All
socialists must demamsd that the NEC and the Labour 16fts toke this line
Most important, they musl demand that the lefts actually arganise o
caipaign in the base of the Lakour Party and irade unions,

A failure by the left to fighl means that they will be acting in the
open interests of Brilish capitalism and trampling in (be dust the
democrutic right s of the ordinary membership of the Laboue Pany.
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Btz same: date, and lnnched o cumpogn

threre were ‘problany’ shaur their pext

locally, calling for (e Council 1o ban ibe
Front fram public premises

Murrering phas phimses abawt "fies
speech’, D Council Famnte Commities
aeprpded the Frant'a beaking, taking the
by pacritical poiltion that o grant the
AT meeting weald “producy confron.
tation’. The AFC theo lsunched 3 pubili:
petition, calllnp far o ban, which s
wigned e 1400 peaple withln ten days,
When Lhis petition was prosmmtsd to o
full Coapcil mesting, the Labougr majority
harl & {winge of conscbence and refermed
buck the Fstate Committes"s pepart. This
aupust pandy, dospite a Labous majority,
ralliemed their catlier decision!

The O lond Committes Fop Cormmunity
Felstions an arganizsation dusigned to
‘pramoie facial harmony', bove 3 benp
starkling arrangemnent with Uoe Cowncil
to ol pepudar eneelingsin the Town

miesting oo 12 May, Alihcagh the Lokoa;
Counedl finally conficmed the baoking
they afse suppsseed that 'perfiaps you
might want to seconsider voup decision.”
They this seem co find the BF distinctiy
profemable 0 an ornisction which
roceaves an hnndal cosioeil grant of abeut
L5000 in apder o “proamate focial has-
Loy,

All evldenos points o the importance
which the Frant are aitssing ta this
meeting, An NE secret documeal in the
AR possessian shows that they intend
o irmport their honowr guaid’ lsio
Lilond for ghe ocrsio

1 the Catopd Labour Cownedl o
tinucs wilh jts unprincples cowandicos,
trwn thee AFC will call for and argapise

'thve biggest possible picket of the Tows

Hall o 12 May,
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as Convention
elections nea

As the date for the Constitutional Convention on 1 May approaches,
tensions in the Six Countics are mounting. Ina stitement almost unpeece-
demted from a leader of the British armed forces on active duty, the amy
commander in Northern Ireland Last week delivered a sharp attack on

Labour’s policy in Ireland.

Echaing the mast reactionary paramilitary organisations, L'.r,m:r.l_l Sir
Frank King lambasted Merlyn Rees for being too soft on the Provisionals
and the minority. 1f only the British sty could be let loose, things wonld
soon be pul in order! He said: “We were making such good progress, my
own view & that the campaign would have been over in two months.”

It was for this reason that King criticised Rees's policy of releasing inler-
nees. Last week Rees released the magnificent total of five internees- by
ing only our hundred still 1o go, as well as over 2,000 political prisoners.

Mo more Loyaligl internees remain,
of course. The last twa, the killers of

Senator Paddy Wilson, have now
heen released: The Lovalist sectariin
viclentce continues Lo escalate. Last
weskend the lateat spctaman pub
aftack claimed a further five hives
and S0 injurses, Thig cose the attack
was carred out in the Short Sleand
district of Belfast, a small Cathelic
ciclave, hemmed in on all sides by
Lovalizsis, The pub ls immediately
opposite on army nhservation poat.
Mg was camEit.

Two Catholic priests, after nvest-
pating severn seclurian assassinations,
had chis tosay: Tt can be psserted thai

the Brilsh Government and the
British Army-RUC loak apon secrar

Two weeks afler Our anpouncement of
B Matlonal Labour Mowement Dalegate
Cemderrecs on lrelamd, orgamised by e
Trosops Dl Movemni 00 ke place in
Lomdon on 24 May, applicationg for
deleguie comdentials are alresdy uading
= Among the Trades Councils which
bervn seni im are Bammeet, Leadd, Hartow,
Hsckpey, West Ham, Crecnwich, Yeovil.
Laton, Onfond and Soulewark. In addi-
won applcations for over Tuty dedi-
=1 hawe been meceved from tade
wniom brenches up and down the
commmiry, e four conststusncy Latwour
Parties will ba sending representatives—
w far

Ameong additionad individual sponsors
are Senator Miclsel Mullens, Genvral
Secretary of the Irish Transport aml
ienenal Workess Union- the Union of
wieich James Connolly was once General
Becrelary: Johe OF Conneli { Labour TO,
[él Fircann} and Loo Abse M. This s
i adifithon 1o Willism Wilson MP, Jeff
Rooker MEP, Maureen Colquhoun MF,
Syd Bidwell MF, Foan Maynacd MF,
Frank McGuaine MT', Dennis Canayvan
WP, Jo Richandson MP. Anudiew Bennett
MP, Stan Thome MP asd Marcus Lipbon
MP;: Councillor LP O Conmor (CLL
Adderman k; and Duvid Thomley (Labour
T Dail Eircann}.

The guest speaker ai the Conferenos

spiexk showt Ireland’s clght to national
sl determination for the Lesh peopls
w0 whole, Eamonn MeCann {auther of
War e aa Trisd: Town) wikl he giving
sn age o tie miwute report of il sina:

will be Senator Michsd Mullens, who will

TOM PRESS STATEMENT

tiom in the Six Counties; D Tim Shailce
{Meurclogisr af the Matiomal Hosphtsd in
Lomndon, aml exscutive memnber of s
British Society for Social

in Brisnce) will give an aceound of the Toie
al U British Army in Ireland and it
projecied role in Britxin- givigg te
results of his detailed shody of the Army's
use of sensory deprivation fomare pech-
miguees im the Morth.

Diler speakers will inchide Joan
Moynard MP, who will descrilss fhe
currept state of British (swemment
thinking asd planming om Leeland, and
recent developments in the Pacliamen-
tary Labaar Pacty and in the laboor
el Cery Lawhess— London

enl of the Duwhlin S
Workl: and Moy McShane, vereran of
Rasd Clydeshie and a close comgade of
Jobmn MacLean in his attempl to baibd
& mass antk-lmperdalist movemeni amaong
e Scodiish workisg class om U Ligh
questinn, after the First Waorld Waor.

Wi would emphasizse Uil this coa
feremce is ondy open to delegates from
Trades Councils, teade nnlon brane hies,
Labour Party branches, LPY S branches
andl branches of the Natonal Unbos of
Stedents We wrge all socialists with
influesnice in the abowe movementd
intensify their cffons o ger hour
mowement delegabe do attend this
vital conference,

Letters of sponsordiip and the
Conference Programmee, fogedher wiih o
leiter geeking delegailions from trade
umicn Labouor Party branches, sto. an:
svadlalale feom TO, 105 Hemmersmith
Fooal, Lomlon W, 14,
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ABORATION CAMPAIGH: Musting lorail
waamen In Lardon intsiested in pither
jabniay or lapmdrg a MAGC grovipin ihelr
prea plus thase thal nave alrcody been set
wp Toaxchnnge ides ard co-ardinatn
EcTivities to mobiliss Tor the Notonal
Aot Campabkgn. Thoridsy 249 4pr,
B pm, Panel Rogm, Catlaglato Thoatre,
Gardan Strees, WCIL

FREE DESMOND TROTTER Campaian
Picker of Eat Cariboean rlxgh Commls
sion, Haymarket, 5W1 - Friday 18 Aoril,
4 -k pim

ERMNEST MANDEL public mssting in
Shatlisin will B a1 che Bemorial Hall,
Sunday A May =L 7 pm

PREETOM WOMEN'S GROUF roeiig 21
the Maarbirpsk Hatel (Morgh Raad) each

it e i = TRTL

BERMANGHAM RALLY - &oainet the
Commsn Warget Fars Liniad Snialist
gHrates of Europel’ Spes<ers inclooe
Errmat Aancke, Thiumssay 1 way at

1. 3Wpm in Digbeth Civie Hal |l Asssmibhy
Halls, Crganiscr by Birrmngham TG

RALLY AGAINET THE EEC In Wan
chester. Friday 2 May at 7.30 pm in
thie Mowhdsveorth Hal L Sprakess: Ernost
farcial: Ernie Aaberts |Asse. Gen, Ses,,
AUEMY; Tribuna MP, Chalr: Beinard
Pamnter (AUEW District Carnrmitiesr,

SILF WILL WK Soclal inoaid af ;

Tal mers Willage Sction Grolp, Fartmg
i oudction ol anuarters and =g nst
sropeeTy specuiation Saturday 18 April
8 perviin the Bank, comer of Tolmers g,
and Hampstesd B {Warren St jubel
Eilms live group, dsoa—all welcaome

] s Hiﬂ'ilw rithoul
doubt, as the statement by General
King indicatea. the British Armay-will
cantinue bo vialats the troce [he
wactarinn asasaine, too, will congne
to opérate - wnchecked by the
securily forces, And this sibaation
will b aceefengted whan the EUC
tuke a majority of the Convention
seats

sELF-DEFENCE

This situstion i3 potentially posi-
tive Tor the minonly. 1 is clen for
everyone to sec that violenos is ex-
deneic it L Six Unundy statolst,
that the British Arnny iz totally cone-
mitted to tha side of fhe Lovalists,
It s also clear that the Provisienls
are by o incans the coese of the
viclenee  bulare d ‘legitimate” ns-
pomse of the selr-defence reflexes of
the minnrily.

Thigseniiment could be develaped
by the Provisionals to stimlace the
mminority into orenising e il own
sell=delence, The conscicaeness ol
the minority could b deseloped Lo
reject totally the Convention and the
SDLP for participating in il

he pe-apening of the bombing cam-
pabing wiondd cnly deatroy atl thiz. 11
wosldd alfow the imperinlist Torees wo ®
he regrotiped and mve the excreme -
Lowvalists the Tecus they need Lo call
off Their iteinecineg warlare and
rekindle the doutis of the minacily
a5 to the sourde of the sialanoe i the
Lix Cowntics ;

But whatever the Provoes deciaiel,
one thing s clein —ag the North of
lieland testes on the brink of civil
war, the solidority lasks of Brigish
revedutionames beoome dowialy
wrpent. The Trongs Oul Moot
Conlerence on 24 May must be the
hippest mathering so far of Brilizh
wiorkimg clazs repregenratongs to
demand Beitish withdeaeal Trom
Irebanad.

Brian Grogan

=

inn assassinations as & wseful political
weapon to crush the fegitimate aspiro-
tions of the Cotholic communily #d
their compliants abowt internment,
hrutality and forture Ty Che arosy
and the RLIC:

BEGINMING OF END

The situation in Lhe Six Countics
is {hen, 3 far erv from thal demanded
by the Provisoaar wadership when
Uiey agreed to the truce with Recs
just over = |00 days gga Mol even
thie most optimistic leaders of the
Provizionals conld find any evidence
that the so-called concessions by
lees have taken them even ons Lnch forces. 1F there & ao aush activity,
along the road that they hod deman- there will be no nperebions oiher
ded. agminst truve brepkers,’

Provos, IRSP call for

Al".' GOC Sir Frank King

It is because of this that the Prowv-
slonals have revised their polioy of a
blanket ceaselire. They have now
moved fo s policy of defence. “The
pition of TRA units will be related
ta Lhe level of violznt amd hostile
activity by Crown anid sectanian

While the Provisionals have nao
worked oot poficy for the present
dtuation in the North of Irelimd,
they and the Insh Republican
Socialist Party are absolutely rght
on one thing- the need to bovooti
the elections to Lhe "Northern lre-
land Convention’.

These elechonsare prt of e o6
ceamions made to s Loyalists by tho
British, anid they seroe b progressie o
whatever As i Frovisional Sinn Fuin
wlatemens an the elections pags i “The
anly possilds outenme of the Copveiion
i a Loyalist mkeaver st & complede
endorsement by the Britash ol the most
intransipent Loyalist demands”

I'hese Facts abwal the Comveniivn
elections an: in fAct 5o obyviows that eren
wecilons of the reloenist Social Demovatic
% Labpar Party {SDLP) are under presso
not o puteipate in the Gance, Yo Sallivan,
a memher of Ul Repubdcin Ciuhs ; . ; s
supperlers of the Ciificials, whess dgat ’ s e T, } =
ward shift ix upderdined by their own SOLP mendbars Faddy O Hanber and Poddy Devim get down to buséness with Merlyn
Aeclainn teocoke part i the clecriams has Ases. Laboir Minigter for ' Bepression” in Morthesn reland
mode s very inferesting ravelalions
alat the gaingsan i the SIHLP

supperts the wnion of the Mol af e
1and with Britain, but is made up af sup-
pariers of an ox-Prime Mastor of the
Uippegs state, if 15 very cnsy to judge in
what direction e nedarnim of e
SDLP & inevitably cantirming to goc They
are ot pulbng up anx stropplewlia o
fist thelr owen papel propasal of an alk
Ireland Cormeentom.

I U Gl the projeeal fora joine
campaien with the Alliance and e UFX]
was Ahandaned— nat becauss it was
wranp, vul bicauss The SOLF eaders
knew it woukll totallv isalate them amiagst
e Cathalic populalien The SULE naw,

howevsr, -has na reakisise policy whatever
excent toohape ard pray thal the Bratish
will produse n maracle.

Alrpady a spekosman for the STLE
Tae Tz Togeed o admil that ‘power-
sharing” is mod on, gied Uhe oniy guestion 3
wlzan they will be forced o withdre
from the Cenvestlon et the whale
peasan the SOLP are pardvipating i ke
clections Is heepuse they want b Gell
far pover shazing! Suib fa e fancizal
aositan any group based on b opprcassd
Cathaslic mimanty Ardsitse]iin il
decideds 1o parficlpats in fhe Convention

el

Avcatding to Sullivan, SDLY righl-
winger Foha Huse propossd 2 boycotl
unless thers was a puaraniee of ministries
for the SOLE inany fufare govemmenl.
liv acher wards, he wanted o make
‘mower-shiring B precondition Tog partici
patiog in the dlectiona: Hume, hoewve
was defeated by un even morg nght-wing
Prasctiogt who wanted toorun the SIEE
campaign in glllance aith the pupped
Britisbebacked Allance Farty, and Erian
Faialkner's Uniomist Party ol Nartheim
Trelamd (L1

Ar this sl group not mereky Tully

hat’

FREE THE 14| Frew the Press! A apecial
meetira on the fTorthooming conspirac
trial of 14 peaple Tar Inafieiting trocps
and e gensral gquestion of arass Iraedam,
1 erinekde with the Cordiff A0 of the
FILLL Wlain speakss: Esnann MoCanm,
Alpn: dombin Hyatt (BLL membier and oo
of the 141, spogkary Irden Toca] gimiaps o1
AWHIC 14 Dofence Group and Trodps
Dt Woverenl Shaip! Wynlord Hicks
Wildeat's Thissday 24 il at ahe
Tarchiondss of Bute (Lpper Somnd, Fred
anick Seraer, Cardiff.

n ? ke sl o sfe e ofe ek e sleeoke sheskesfesiesfesfesfefee ook ek sle st ek ok

DEEEND THE 14: Pulilic meeting in
defanca af the 14 pacitsty chargad @==1h
roAsQirscy o contravens The Inciterment
to Disaltacrion Act” Speakers oo
Joan Mavnerd WP, Meairsan Colguhoun
KPP, Einle Hoberts (Aot Sen, Gad,
ALUEY), Bill Hetharinguon (defendant),
Satisrckey 3 by ot 2 pirrin SUFETC
Hall, Jockey's Fisds, Halzam, WET

WORKING WOMEN'S CHARTER Camips-
aign —Lordon Delags Corderence, 1718
day at City University, St Joka's Bireer,
EL1. Dpento delngates and cossrvers from
ab| v’ giang, Tracl: union branches,
Trades Coungily, wic ik GLEC ares actiely
campalgning far the derrands of Lhe
Charter ar intareared i joaning the Carmr-
paign. Clesing date for craderdials: 19 &p
fiL Further information ers applicarion
forma for eredentisls From SWE,

A5 Ltk Hill, SE23.

‘COMMON MARKET - Me, Sccialst
Europe— "Y't Preston |GG Rad Clrde,

Thigia 17 april ag wWindsar Gastie: & 2.
FOR CHEAF, ralizba IRM Typ=siing

with Lasrsurmearound panne Carl or

EIAMIMGHAM Labour Movamant rdartin on 01837 SEET

Contarence an reland: Saturday 5 Moy
at Trangsort Hall, 2171 Srosd Strest,
Birmingharm: 1845 amito 515 pm.
Dielegams S0p, absarerrs 30p.

PUBLIC MEETING: 'Fizke Froperty
Spnculatian’ angnised by Taimers
sillagn Sction Grovp Tdesday 22 Sl
1230 pim, Frinnds Meeting Houss,
Eugton Fpad.

1M GAY GROUP: cormabt L Ml s,
153 Woadbause Lone, Ledds
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Exit stage right—Lon and wesping wife

"extended rest-cura” will not be long delayed.

in Vietnam the American puppets are collapsing in Indochina. Lon Mol has gone on his
‘extended rest-cure.’ Thieu spends his time skulking between the front and his headgquarters won-
dering whether it will be his own generals or the PRG who gat him first. E—

It is incleed poetic justice that Cambodia should be the first country to fall to the Indochinese
liberation forces. As long ago as the sarly 1950s the United States was trying to install & relisble
pro-American government in Phnom Penh. As early as 1956 a Thai-South Vietnamese economic
blockade was imposed on the country 1o try to force it into the Americans’ South-East Asia
Treaty Organisation. In 1958 the United States backed the Dap Choun coup to overthrow Sihanouk.
The aim of this particular manoeuvre was to dismember Cambodia and create a new state in alliance
with the southern part of Laos and its then puppet ruler Prince Buon Qum.

Following the failure of this plot, the Americans then attempted to subvert Cambodia through an
‘aid’ programme. When this was rajected in 1963 it created a erisis which led to the severing of dip-
lomatic relations between Cambodia and the United States. Finally in 1966 the Americans thought
they had got what they wanted. Pro-American elements engineered & majority in the National
Assembly, while Sihanouk remained head of state, and the new government under Lon Nol set
about suppressing the left. It appears likely that President Johnson contamplated invading Cambo-
dia to support Lon Mol aven then.

For a variety of reasons, notably fear of the spread of the armed resistance which had started in
1867 and the hope that Sihanouk could be persuaded to come out openly for the Americans, the
US held back. Sihanouk, however, continued to vacillate and accused Lon Nol of planning an
Indonesian-type massacre of Communists. Finally, therefore, the ClA organised the 1970 coup
against Sihanouk and gave the signal for the US/South Vietnamese invasion of Cambaodia.

It was this coup which sat off tha train of events leading to the solation and inevitable fall ot
Phnom Panh. The country which the Americans decided to dismember has instead becoms the weak
link of the Indochinese revolution. The fall of Phnom Penh will resound through Saigon. Thieu's

CAMBODIA: FIRST LINK IN THE CHAIN!!

IT WAS WHILE RETURNING from a visit to the USSR in March 1970 that
Prince Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia learned that he had been deposed in
a coup d'etat led by Lon Nol and Sirik Matak, and engineered by the CIA.

The coup produced a wave of protest in Cambodia, which was only halred-
temporarily by o massive invasion by US and South Viemamese troops in
Angust 1970, ordered personally by Mixon. For the next few weeks, daily TV
reports showed headless Cambodian and Vietnomese peasants floating down the
Melcong river, and US tanks destroying Camboadian rubber plantations. Cambodia
had taken itz place in the Indochinese Revolution.

The coup marked the enid of two conflicting
procesmes. Un the one band, all Sikanouk’s
utiempts 1o build 4 ‘neutraliss” state, somehow
basad on an intepandant ccmony and uniling

hee waricus classes o Cumbodia, had failed.

Flis ruanoeuyres wete doomet from fhe siarl
He pever understood that in on imperiakise
epoch. the 1Gad of independant camtalisi

developiment Tora poor country is losed by
ihe forces of the world marker—pot to meailon
the stratepic desipns of the majer impecialists
unil that there 5 nG “middle way® berwean an
ecoiamy based on private property ani ane
bagod an g dictatorsap of the working class
Anad poop peasuneg MNor did e understand fhit
the cconanmic dependence of small countrics on

Lthe main imperalist powers ruled out complate-

Iv any veal politicn] independencs.

Thus the perspective of aeveloping a pro-
grewive nutional bourgeoisie which could wnice
the contending classes as well as confronting
the imperialisis wis 3 complete uaion, fos
which tens of thousands of Canitbodians bove
paid with thetr liwes

WEAKEST LINK

O the other haod, the coup also signalled
i failure of the US to kot Cambodia oto
ita weh of pro-imperindisl puppets. This
increasinaly threatened the whole stabifily
of the Houth Fast Asia bloc;

The coup succeeded where perussion
ecarimic hiockudes, CIA plots, Thei and
South Vietneinass hivasiong, an:d daity bormhb-
ing Tiidls since 1260 had all falled [n the

linal analyss, i was che importance te the
USA of rying Cambeodia oo 18 coal-tails thai
Eceidi Laled Sihanouk's overthrow, and this
hind to be done by depoging hin hecaase his
Bonapartist class balancing act would not
allow kim o go voluntarily

The polarisation betwesn the classes that
had been sfowly developing in Cnmbodia since
the enrly 19605 waz glven 5 new impelus by the
coup: Within 3 wees the suong Cnited Front
ol Cambedia (FLNE) had been foemed and was
fighting back. This orpanisation was based
livmly un workers and intellectuzls wha had
left Phioom Penh ower Lhe previois (hree years
b preqare lor the confrontation tha
recognised would inevitabtly come,

hey
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k Londown...

Cambodia’s Inte entry into the war] 11z
pervious relative trangullicy {due parily Lo
S anouk’s Honspartist policies and partly to
B Bisiory us @ bulfer state); the low level of
B rialist distortion of the sconomy, and
fhee 1he Telative unlmportance of Lhe sprarion
gpeeatjon. and the rapid development of the
peastance: fhese were the fagtors that made
e Lhie specific dymamics of the Cambosdia
gewolation within the famework of Indochins,

They were also the fectors that prevented
e USA from ereching & semi-malonordols
pegime in Fhinom Fenh {unlike ln Vietnam)
minch mieant that the puppet regime was
Reavily dependent right froem Lhe start on
external aid and interveation. This is what
made Cambodia the wenkest Unk in the

PUPPETS FAIL

A numiber of differend siraligies were
Bried, however, (o consolidate the puppel
pegime. But the first failure was the coup it-
gedi which failed as $pon as the pessunls began
1o raliy 1o Sthenouk’s bunner.

Al attempt was tien made to prop up the
gegime by direct US and South Vietnamese
sl ervention, & stratapy which was smashed st
ghe batile of Krek im January 1971, Similarly;
ihe policy of *Khmerisation” was shown to be a
fellare in December 1971, The operation of
Chenta 11 was to be the last lurge-scale offenr
wve fhat Lon Mol could moant.  After that hie
areey became bogped down in scattersd enciaves
demied any iniiative in action and foroed to
e from one position io the next as the
FUNE opened a new front in one province,
e wwitched to anoiher somewhere clse,

were only pade up by diafting in women,
clilldren-and invalids— whe werz in turm dedl
to pathetic slaughier.

[he ey units that remainad conpletely
loval were the Khmer Krom—bandits recruited
by the CTA for guercllla activity against
Sihanouk in the mid-1960s, and well-known
for their love of opluo, rape and decapitol fon.
They remained loval to the regime for one red:
son only—they knew full well fhat the Red
Klumer would show them no mercy ol all.

The Government itself, based an burspucrats
und pelly capitalists who had grown fat by
diverting aid inlo their own pockets, wis
robten o the gore. L slipped frang cTisis to

crisid, Iosing even the support of the bourgeoisie,

in 1971, Lon Mol declared that be wis going to
destroy the resstunce.  Last year he appenbed
for negatintions, Then o forcnight ago b
dipped oul of the cotntry on o state visit' Lo
Indonesia, and is mow hiding in Fawatl.

OPEN PROTEST

The crisis in the cities early on transformed
the initial support for the regime from students
and intellectusls into open protest, despite
magssive reprossion. Persodically the studentis
have lannched vigorous sttempts to chunge Lhe
regime. The most recent, in the middle of
1974, led to severul days of pitched battles
with the polica, the oceepation of high sichiosls.
and the death of the Education Minster. The
radlcalitation is such that the repme dare not
pven bry Lo conscript them, and this manad his
heen transmitied to the working class, whe
have Tecently begun to slage small-scale strikes
and protests
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Caemibocion puppel Troops — o the vorge of collapss

{a 1972 the USA, having boen forced to
pull oul of Vietnam, launched a fnal bid o
pedves the balance of forces in Indochina by
smmashing the FUNK. The whole of the U5
sisfarce in South Asin was throwm wgains
Cambodia. Several months of saluration
bombing (during which more explosive Landed
an Cambodian sadl than was cxpended in the
whole of World War Two) inflicted huge
casuralites on the insurgents, Bul eventuably
im August 1973 the USA wus forced to calla
halt by the welght of international selidanty
whill withiout bresking the hold of the guerillas.

During the dey season of 1973774, the
FUNE consolidated its grip, wearing down
yhe regimes aroy, tiphtening its stranglalicld
gn Phnom Penh and even moving its Govero-
ment hack toto Cambodia. The capital and iss
girport at Pochentong were subjected to
artillery batrages unl ssbotape, bul oo real
stiempt was made gither 1o block the Mekong
river or asaault the city—larpely becanse of
thelr famr that the TS mighl lhtervene again,

GREAT UNREST

Mot surprisingly there was ol Lhe same time
great unrest within the puppet coclaves. Food
prices rose 20-fold. most Tamilies colkl not
alfard encugh rice o 2at, and so there s mass
gtarvation. Mow there i about 907% nasmploy-
ment, and the rel {Cambodian CUTIEOCY Y i6
virtually worthless, There is o shortaga of
mpdicines and dizeases whichhad ot been
seen sincg the bepinoing of the centufy are mow
epidemic

Comditions weee go betier o the somy, Indeed.

g recent roport Lhat 2o urmy unit kad killed and
gafen their warrant of ficer came a3 ndo SUTPTISE
1o gnyone in Camhodia, The army has been
gradually decuiyving over the past five yeurs.
Wihole battaltons went ower to the Red Khmets
whien they could; and when they couldn’t,
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At he beginning of ths vear, the FUNK
baunched their present offensive with Lthe
stard of the dry season, Phoom Penh was
soon complately lsolated, All roads into the
capital were cul, wilh the Mekong river being
controlled by the insurgents, The capture o
Menk Lugng a fortnight agoe meant that there
swan also no prospect ol re-opening it. The
only remalnlng supply rowte inlo Phoom
Penh— Pochentong sirport—was heavily
shelled over the last few weeks and seemed on
the paint of being clozed dowm altngether az
we went to prosa,

Even il enough ammunition could have
bean shipped into Fhpoem Ponh, there was no
longer the wpanpowss to use il. The feglme
became go short of troeps that it had 1o
withdraw them from other towns it held,
albowing them to fall to the nsurgents.
Recently the town of Kompong Seila (which
had been under shepe gince May 1974} =l
this way. Nearer to Phoom henh, lannac
lotung and Ang Snoow were liberated st
week, while the village of Tuod Leap, which
overiooks the capital's northem defence
perimeter, was captured the week fefose. The
whole defence Lline of the capital shnink back

ta oply o few miles from the centrs ol the cty.

LACK OF RESOURCES

The FUNE bave fnced serious probiems
whizh are still nel ovesecme, Their lole ey
inber tlee strugpls brought wilk L preat Sourage,
bt salso greal inesperbence which has led 1o
several tnoticel mistakes and losses.  Thel
preatest problemsm, hewever, bivs been Lhat of
resalrees. o the face of Lhe masaibve aisl
miven to the puppets by the US, the FUNK has
recelved pexi o nolhing.  Almost ali thei
wenpons and soimusition, ncioding the
howirzers prescntly bombarding Phom Pen’,
are American mada,

Thmpn grn Hhae factore whish hawe necegalated

such slow progress.  For this, the Chilnsse and
Foussian burcapcrats must take henvy respons
fsility. They are the only peogle whe could
have materiatly aided the lnmrpenis, and this
they have relised to do, The Chincsc only
pave some arms last year—and as vel il s
unkaown what the Bad Khosers had o
coneeds Lo get them,

Fhe Rissions stll pive pothing ot all -ond
cercainly niol Lhe fea SAR-Ts with which the
girhifl could be halted and the misers Stouph
tora speedy conclusion (of cowrse the bourgens
regimes of Pakistan, Egypt and Syria o ot go
sliare of such mid). In foct, the pappet regime
Uses rmore Soviet armunmenis El'.i]n do the
guerrillas

NEEDS OF DETENTE

This betroyal does aof just cover militory
hardware. For both the Krembin and Peklng,
the intercsts of ‘peaceful co-exmlence’ —the
deteate—come before thoge of the Indachinese
sevedution. Tt @ true that Ching hag prven
refupe fo the FUMEK leaders, but at no L
have they seriously ttied to prevent DS
Interference.

AR For Bussia, Ui Kremlin has osiy juss
evicted Lo Mol's envoy from Moscow. [0 was
only after the GRUNE (Royal Governmenl of
Mational Union of Cantbodia) had won a victory
st the Algerian Conference of “non-aligned’
pations and confronted the Len Mol regime
ar the United Nations that the USSR grudgingly
did an ahoul-Tace and recognised the GRUNK
a5 the rightful Government of Cambaodia.

Within the FUNEK itself there have heen
serinus tengions between the 'Sihancukists’ and
the Communists of the Red Khiners, mainly
gver Lhe question of the social depth of the
vevolition, These were eased a fttle when the
GRUNE was returned to Combaoilia from
Peking, and have now finally been resclsel in
fovour of the Red Kliners, sho have won their
leadership in sirugple, Sihanouk now openly
admils that he is simply a figurehead, and
grudpingly acknowledges the cortectness of
the line followed By the Red Khmers.

NO CONCESSIONS

Degpile yarions poiilical weaknesses, the Kod
Khmiers at least understand thal there is no
independent soclal force existing between Liw
revalutlonarics and (he puppets, snd this has
led Lo their firm commitment te tota] victoery
wilheoul any concessions to imperiaksin.

Originally they stated that they would @mof
negotiate with the Loa Mol clique. When it
became obviods that (he US rogarded Lhia
furmuls a5 opening the wiy o f2ce-saving
negeliations. the FUNKE ssued o stateimen!
pirouph Fihanouk thut made stguite clear st
they were nob simply opposed 1o individuenlty
but tox the whle puppel adinisizinetie.

The puppet regime is now sl 13 last gasp-
indeed, by the me this apgears, it may have
collapsesd entitels. At fhe same time, this
yictory in Cambodia colncides with the
premendous vicrories of U sesistance fighters
in Wletmam, A new poriod is dawislng in
lndochina—a further step towards Lhe vie-
tnraus world proletarian revoelation.

Material on these pages
compiled by
: DAVID JOHNSON {

itizen

One of the most effective ways of
tracing the different periods of the
Vietnamese revolution is to look al the
movements of the refugees.

After the Geneve Accards of P94, about
RO, 000 refugee: left the Sorth to go South.
Almost nll ware catholics, many of whom weng
dragged away from Lheir land by threats of
cxcomenuiication  [rire clhreats wers rnade that
the Communits would haon the YVirgin Mary,
and they wege bribed by offess ol Inee land,
jobs und momey in the Soulh

Dithior methods were also used. T.D,
Allman recounted in the Guwerdiay on & Apil
haw the svacuation eperalion wds sun by the
14 i Hanoi: “Unwary children were hustled
into acroplines a5 they took off, to ensure
their elatives folinwed on the next one’. Then
g5 rievw, o Thumanitarian’ aperation =3 died
as i cover Tor fernving in milicary swpplics:
‘Before evacuating refuperes stampeded inta
[Haiphong By LS rumour camn paigas. ahaps i
the Ameriean “mercy florilla™ coched arms in
{he Tonkin Della.

The refugees were heartily weleomend when
they arrived, and o big propignndy sanipaign
was launched pralsing these nserable peazanis
who had “vored with their fzet”. All of thein
wase comiorinbly installed io Suigon--nsany
fornd jobs in Uhe burepucracy. Not surprisingly
they constitutsd the socal base, First ol
President Ngo Diem asasinated in 1963);

{ and later of his successor Npuyen Van Thisu.

NOT FORTUNATE

in the 1960z inillions of refupece were
created who were not so fortunote. This was
the period of the ‘strategic hamtet’, when
villapes were emptied ond the people herdad
inka fortified hambets Litehe different from
cancenlralion camps.

Az ane LSAID manifesto explained,
*Refugees Make Solid Citizens'. The -aim was
o lempty the sea’ | Le o depopulate the areas
it which the ML was sctive and Lhereby deny
them ony base, TS Ambassador Robert komer,
then meaponsible Par the Fhoenis Irogramme al
counter-ierror, perhips defloed its purpose best:
I e cnn sl brite the sopulition base of The
Vigroong, it D pocelerate the proces of degrad:
Lo the Wi The cassmlites were cight million
sonth Vietnopmess niade homeles

Their mitmber was then forther added o by
the hundreds of thowsands of peasnts driven
off their lond by defolistion, sagzlming and
gatupaiiion bomping by the US, These people
ton, were often driven into the conceniretiom
CAMPS

e presenl wave of relugees arises from
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WHAT LIFE’S LIKE
IN THE

jer different causes. Many wre the Dumilier
slidiers |wbo ieditionally scosmpany them
il Mos1, however, are forced evacuces
gt3 along by the panicatnckes troops for
lection. Mow Lhey are being stuck in
gentiation camps oulside Saigon 45 8
g barrier (o the trberation forces
any are also penuinely alesid of the FRG
be arcas still conirolled by Thiew anik
mnunst p{.:ufianglu B conslantly punlrn:;.'
A favourite themne i8 the myth of the mass
gt lons supposedly cirried oul by the NLF
i Ehey cccupied Hue in 1968,

AL Lhat tiine the highest figure of execubions
pied wis 306, Now the Dgene luas grown to
alleged 5004, Correspondents who wens
gally in Hue gever found the mass graves

It were supposed o house the viclioms The
W) o were killed &y US bombs af the some
W afe never mentioned

Even Time magnzine admils that the vast
gorily of the refugecs are just fleeing to

ape the fighting. This is hardly sUCpriseeg,
the Hheraled areas were immediarcly

glared ‘froc-fire rones - subjecl Lo dnlense
mbiardrient—by the military commamlbers
the South,

As o rednll of all thess factors, there is an
mosphere of sheer panic cynically enouraped
the Saigon regime. Maoy refogees do not

o oy why they are Meeing or what froon.
the Inermarianad Hereld Ceibune teportesd
a¥ March, the most common reply do Lhe
gstion “ahy are you Mesieg’ was "becase
mryne wlae

There is a clear division wnoneat the

migees. |he flst bo go are the lneal
goaucrats, the officials end the viding class—
mally an the air-flights. Thieo’s famiby, for
pance. have already left Saizon, In Lay

o the rich fled 10 Saigon, Lhe poor o the
s,
The “baby Lift" and the evacuntions wers

Ihe Motional Liberation Front has won s
support in the couniryside by taking up the
fight apainst the rural capitalisis,

Ilie root canse of the peasanis’ poverty and
oppression hae been the syslem of lond
ownership. Absent londlords own vast
areas-of land, for wisich they charpe huze fenis
and impose crippling interest riles on their
tenants. Furthermore, the forced acgusition of
Land dnle the hands of @ small group of cam-
talists, which was began by the French, has been
tremendousdy accelernied by the so-called. " Green
Revolution’. This has driven thousinds of
peagants oll their land and pauperised thousands
foore

Because the rural capltalizis
are complelely tied to the Government and
the native urban capilahists—olten they are
one and the same—the class strugels in the
counbryside is directly intertwined wicth that in
the citiea. The NLF, by raising (o e fore the
clams struggle in the countryside and showing
that it @ a key element in Che national struggle,
hawe built a massive base amongst the peazantry
and won the leadership of the sirugele.

In the lberared areas the clan of rral
capitalists huve been overthrown, their power
srnashed, and Lhe exploitution of the peasants
ended for ever. The social trapsformation of
the countryside therelore provides Lhe material
and political basis for all the other gains of the
liberaled areas—and Uwse are considernble,

All observers, even the most resclionary oflus,
agree on the liwgh quality of lif= in the Eberated

seired on by the capitalist pres to cover up the
powerlesiness of imperilism in the face of the
insurpents" aodncious vi clorles, ond also 1o
cover up e enormous Influx of arms and
amimanition- nod fond or medicine, of eoarse
from the US into Saigon

Bui the consegquences ol imperialism go far
desper Uhan the uprooting of millions of geople.
The economy of South Vielnam 5 grossly
distorted, belng completely geared to the needs
and enrichment of 4 few petty capitalist= [Es
wracked by inflation with no stalle base cd
infrasrructure

L5 Senatos J, Walter Fulbright weas nol bar
wrong when he called South Vietnan a3 society
of prostizures and mercenid ies’. Add magicaily
transforms itgell into arns and geall. . Lasi
week a US newspaper revealed that some
200 millicn dollars in American s poeent—
including no less than 446 ships— hod gone asty.
Most, it wad indicated, had begn stolen by
officials in Saigon and sald to the Motk
Vietnamese sl MLF!

In Saigan the cultural distoriions nave
reached their worst extrentes. Thousands of
drug-peddlers, black-rnarketeers and prostifutes
liwe piratically off the USA"s handours
Conscription hos destroved whalever sacial
cirhiesiaon rerlinel,

Added to this iz the misery of starvetion,
unemplovreent and bl repression arising out
af the yot cavsed by Lmpertalism. No wonder
the liberated PRG areas are such o magnel of
atiraction fof fhe poor in The South.

Libexation forces enter H

arecss. Every peagant family has their own place
of land. In addition ewery village has communal
lapd, This is shared oul, the labowr and the pro-
doce being poolad.

As wor there is no generalised collectivisution
of apriculiure, bul il is being dowly built wp
throupgh the development of "mutoal sid* teams,
the emulation of exemplary collectives wnd the
callective clearing of land and building of dykes
elc.

The immediate results of even this minimal
reform can e seedn In somne figures published in
the FRG's puper Sowrh Fietnem e Souggle,

In almaost all the liberated arces there are now
Lwir or Lhree crops a year sown instead of one.
In Vink Thuan an cotra 5000 acres are now
under cultivation. In Binh Dish Province,
agriciliural produce is up 20 per cenl. In
Kontum the acreage cultivated has increased
iry 30 per cenl. 1The mce and maide yield & up
40 per cent and domestic animals have in-
craasesd by 20 per cant. The PRG were able to
claim an spproximate production incresss of
il per cent in the lse) year,

PHYSICAL RISK

This has been achisved on land previously
thick with mines, barbed wire and bombs that
needed 10 working days per acre o clear,
excluding the termible physical risk invelved,

In &l the PRG area: there @ no shorags ol
food. Many poor peasants aet 2 subsidy and
any surplus 18 pooled o oftse: wisasiers in
other arces,

There are Uwno markets i exisrence.  There
& the "free’ market and the state markei- The
gtate maorkel has o monopody of all geods in
gliort supply aml rotions them oul accordingly.
Goods on the state market are sald ol Uhree-
guarters or half the price of theae on the
free” matkel

Nearly every PRG village bas g schogl, and
education is glven prear emphasis, In the
Fekong Drelta 3061 such sciponds were |:||:-r_-:'|,r;:|:l
laat wear. In Con Man provinee every village
Tt thres or four schools with attendances in
the repion of 80 to 90 per cent. In Quang T
[roWinE BYERYOnE Can now read and write,
whereas previously 88 per czat of the psopla
were il erate.

Hpecial empliasis B glven to the sducation
of womenand creches are universal, A
deliberate cffort iz made to organise women
into women's orpenisrians to break the
alifling patriarchal bld,

Ep'lzciu] help is also given Lo Lhe cthaic
minorwes auch a8 the Khmers in the Mekong
and the Montagnssds in the Central Highlands,
whio are anconraged to develop regional auon-
2y,

HEALTH CEMTRES

In healih thera has been an extensive coming
together of traditional and modern medicine.
Patensive meidical Tacilities exist throoghowt
the Bbherated areas, with modicol posts in gvery
village pnd mujor hospituls and materoly loines
ul discrict lewal

Seventy-live per cenl ol the brealment 18 free.
Mokile medical teams regularly toar the villapes.
and there are Freguent inmuenisatien and Bealth
drfves Most of the endomic discoses like TH
#nd malariz are on the way to being eradicared.

Bepular ares conferences are held on all
gupecis af life in the lberated wone. For
cxample mass meetings were held afler (ke
Pasis Peace Accords were gigned =0 that the
people could dehate their significance.

Finally, an incegrated system of solf
t=fenee exists throughol the liberated 2ones,
will evervpne permanently armed.  All the

populution {uke their furm in the people's
militia and the slf-defence Eroups,

OF course there i still o shorlaege of Tull
infofmation about the crganisation of the
liberated zones, The strocture is certainly
hisrarchical, and heavily dominated by the
PRG—although organised through willage

coumtils,
HARSH LIFE

Life in the liberat=d 2ones i still harzh,

Huoweves there 5 no longar any hunger.

Most of the population can nol only reud

and write, but they are now planning and
building rosds and bridges as well as playing
their Tole in developing even maore complicated
technelogical devices, They have adequate
hesith care. Most impartant they aré rapadly
developing political consciounsness,

The bberated tones are al the same time the
reslf and the extension of the class strugsle in
Yiginam. They are the revolutionary basos
from which that clase stragple s now being
extended into the puppet-controlled areas,
This & the base of the PRG, and the basis

al ILg surcess

Edhication is givan great amphasis in PFRG 2onm




Arthur M. Schiesinger Ir., i
s book Fhe Bitfer Nerilage! Figl-
marm gna A Menoon .r-"c'm-\'.:'l:'."::le'_'l' ep-
orts how! “Stalin Lked the idea' In
prder to preserve his allinnee wath
the LIS, Stalin was quite propared 1o
ditch the nabiomalizt lorces, Lten
known & the Vietiinh

Not Enthusiastic

But the British were not enlhis-

woL absomd ihe idss. | ey were w
| s st the effoct on iheir own
colomial possessions if France losl
Vietnam. 50 BrliEh pressuse was
applied 1o the Amencans to resjore
Vietnam 1o France inslead.

Al the Potsdam conference the
US reluctantly accepled the “malil-
gry arguments’ of the Brtsh The
pew US President, Treman, approved
the projected division of YVicinam
and sprecd to allow the Antash Drocps
of the South kRast Azis Command to
g0 1o SEigon 1o prepare the way
for the repuim of the French, Stukin
did mot dissenl, The naed [o preserve
= alliance with the imperalists
wns more importand than the brotal
divesdony of Vietnam,

The French Cominunist Party
took up this line with fervent entlio-
siasirr, Without hesitation it gave un-
stinting suppodt to the French war
of reconguest in Indochine, Maroet
Thorez, the leader of the French CF
and in the post-war years a Vice-Fres
ident of Franoe, was one of the coun-
ter-sinatones suthoslsing the bhom-
hirdmenl of Halphong in November
Lo, Owver 6,000 people were killed
im Lhis attack.

Congratulations

On 20 December 1946 all 132 CP
deputics in the French Mational Ass-
embiy jolped in the sending of con-
gratulations to Leclerc and his army
far thelr bloody suppression ol the
people of Haiphong After all,

L' Hempawite, the dsily paper of the

Frensh CP, had set the fons of sery-
ilidy b Moscow's ling when it weate
an 24 July 194G: Are we, arfter hav

o Jege [odocldns comorrose,, T

Eord Mpakiy 17 Agric§57F P 3

ing lost Sy and Lelanon vestenday

HOLDING THE
REVOLUTION BACK

1945 - 75

THE INDOCHINESE REVULUTION has not only had to fight
titanic struggles against the military might of the great imperial-
il powers. 1t has also had to counter the back-stabbing and dou-
ble-dealing of the bureaucrats in Moscow and Peking

As the 1939-43 war drew Lo its close, the Allies began to
wrangle over regaining or acquiring new spheres of inlerest. At
the Yalta Conference, US President Roosevelt set his sights on
establishing an American influence in Soutly East Asia, and sug-
gested that Indochina "be set up under a trusteeship’,

By JEFF KING
e e =R

e French O diid everdlhimg in
its power (o make sure France did
mol Iade Indochkieg, voling ol
maously for the Government's mili-
tary credies budgers in 1945 and
1946, On 26 July 1946 the French
CP deputies voted to endorse the
comslildtionsl terms ol the “Franch
Union®, which tegaily upheld the
ight of the Franch Government to
treat all colonial territories as part
of melrapaliton France: Even m
Merch 1547 the CF Ministers io the
Frenclh Governimeenl wers S0 wol=
ingsolidly for the military bugdget
st of which was goling to the
Indochinese war

The French ruling class was duly
pratefud 1o the Cormmiunist Party lof
itz wiswerving allepiance. In the App
roprizizons Debote in the Matigial
Amembly from 14-18 March 1947,
the French Premier Raomadier ack-
nowladged the treachery of the
1185 R when ke said: “In the Indeo-
clona questoma, we ave always noi-
cd to this day the comeat attitode
of the Soviel CGovernoenl.’

The USSE and its servile aliizs
in the French CF only dropped thed
all-out support for the French im per-
palists alter the Frencl O had been
unceremoniously dumped from the
caminel. They hid rendered thalr set-
vige to Fronch capitalizim. The time
had corme fo make way for gn open
pro-capitalist, pro-T18 government.

French Smashed

fy 1954 the French were smashed
In ¥Wietnam. Their armies had besn
rowted al Dien Bien FPlid, Over tao-
thirds of the country wis in the
hunds af e Vietminh, and rotal vic
tary was in sight But imperialisom
sbill had goame teicks wp its slaeve -
two of these being the Moscow and
Peking bureaucrocics

Al Lhe Geneva Peace Conference
in 1954, the Fussians and the Chin-
pse applied enororous presseee on the
Vietminh representutives to accepl
the division of their country. &puri-
oy proinises wens made by the foep-
erialists chal “free” sleciions woulill be
hzld within tw'o years. The USSR and
the Chinese urged the Yielminkh Lo
accept this offer

[hie Pames o 25 Fuly 1954 repodr

e howw the Yietminh delegibes sl Teen-

ava complained that i aas only the
pressnrs of the Chinese Premier
Chou Ex-lag aad the Sovier Minisler
for Farcign affars. Malotos, 'which
forced them 1o acceps jess than they
ceatlld fave mingd’

The promised sleclioms naver ook
place. As the American President
Dwighe Eisenhower explained in his
autobioeraphy, Mordere for Change
‘I hawe never talked or corres ponded
with & person knowledgzahble in Indo-
chinese affuirs who did mol agree that
fad electons been held at the time of
the fiphting in 13254, possibly 50 per
cenl ol e popuatation would have
voted for Ho Chi Minh

The election promiges had only
ofie objective — togve the impenal-
isks lime Lo re-ataldllae the Souch Yiet
mamese regrne. The French puppet
Emperor Bao Dal was replaced by the
pliant Amercon puppel Diem. [ he
sTapes was heing sef for another blocay
confrontation. Appeals by the Wiel-
minh to the LS5 K and the Peopie’s
Bepublic of China for arms wers rej-
ecied by Both counntoes

Formal Recognition

I Jymuary 1957, furning 118 Back
oo lke legplioale deprairds of Hae
Wietminh for a wnified Vietnam, the
LSAR proposed (he simul taneons ad-
migsion of both Morth and South
Vighbmim inlo Che United Malionss,
[his move by the Soviet Union was
designed lo asure The tmperialisis
that it was in favoarof peaceful co
existence with |he imperialist pow-
erd. AL Lhe zame tioe b gave fornal
recopmifion (o the dismembermenl
of Yielnamn by recogmsime e eiiss-
gnce ol Do scpardale staics.

&% the S began o sbep wpoils -
metvention in Vietnam, aid trom the
USER and Ching becime sven snore
crucial, Frogn 1965 1o [97] the US
cxploded 20 Billicn pownds of mun-
Ibog in Indoching. By 1972, during

the pedod of Nixon's visit fn Moscow,

the giapt B-52 bombers weore raining
down the sguwyvalent in explosives of
two and o half Hiroshima bombs o
day on Yielngm. Tle DS Seventh
Flest hadd ilsc enforced o hlockasde
o the Worth Vietnamese pores, st
ting ol wital supplies of mabarials 1o
the liberation forces

Im Vietnam the Lis wps wusing its
best plane, the F-2F. Buc the Mig23
Soviel combal plane which coald
have swept the Aincnczos owr of the

Stalin agresd st Potsdam that 1ha Franeh eould go Back into Wetnam.

R

sky was never delivered o the liber
aticn forces. The STY X missiles
supplied Lo the Egypliang by the
URSHE - whick vould have broken
the L% hlockode ol the Barth Viet-
nivinese pufis — were ajgo denied to
Hariai

The SAM 11 was the beat mnissile
acit by the Russians to Vietnam, e
gsipaed in 951, 1t could not be wsed
abeve 1,000 mecres and was totaliv
inadeguate sgninst the B-52s. The
much mare miodern SAM 11 §s and
the 5& 4 and 3 — supplied by the
Foussians to Egypl were denied 1o
the Vietnamess liberation forces.

Detente

Chie Adcesicans Reeaw full weh
what the USSR wud - [0l The Mene-
agan Papers reveal kow Lhe US mili
tary and political stratezists alwaye
asneised Abe likely respomse of Mps-
cow and Peklng belore any American
estilabion in Yictnam. fearisg thal
i-firm reaponge froan them would
doRl Wie LIS maore than the war was
wortie But o the buresucracies the
wear in Vistnam was nothing mors
ihiin @ Dargatmeng counler in thei
dtlempls Io secure deferie with imp-
erintism

Thear responses wore coldly calen-
lated, They deliberately Lepl their
supilies of arrs al g leve] ingr saffic
ienl o keep the war gowng, bat not
enongh to cmable the Vielnamese ino
segire a downnghl ¥iciory

Indeed, 20 concerned wera the Russ-

fons that the Vietnamese offensive in
1972 might disrupt Soviet plans for
ditente thal Yietor Loais, the Soviet
jourpalist, wrote on & June §3T2
thal the Moarch Yiemamess had tried
Lo funderniing’ the Mascow-¥Waching:
ton surmnit wiils thelr South Vistnam
alTensive,

The Wedl Stecet douendi reported
thit ciiring Migon's Moscow visil
Russian propagandists “privaocly ber-
adeol Hamed for trving (o saholage co-
operation betwesn Uie sUperpowers’,

*‘National Interests’

Snocwonder the Morlh Vietniamese
‘acenzed the Soviel Union of putling
its own Unational interests” over tho-
s 0f the world revolution” [guote:s
in degpatch to Mew York Foee, 14
June 1972

Mao and Kesinger haws Triandly’ chats whilst US bombs rain down an Vistnam.

Ax the Russlans were laving oot
the red carpet for Mixom, the 21 a:
eition of the Morth Vietnameses
Army newspaper Mian Do warned
‘Communists ... never plice prvale®
national imleresls 2bove the Commo:
interesta of the world revelition, mi
less serve Thesit own national selfish-
nega. " Bur the coll went unhesdad. T
UESE and Peking Wwere mMons CONCer
ed with dereate than the victory ol
the WLE,

Hut the NLF arc not the only omns
in-lndoching to have suffered from
lack of Soviel and LChmess support
Prince Slhanouk was in Moscow whe
the C1a inspired coup pul Lon Mal
inta povwer o Cambadia in March
§970. In his hook. My War with Hie
CFA, Aihanouk reveals how the Sov-
Let leaders sold him down the mver

I'he Soviel Premiber Kosypn had
lold bias "Yeou can hove ghsolule co
fidense in the Zoviet Union's tackin
al pour sorapgle,  wewill alwires s
port yomr - e The el But sehen 8
hazoiak arrived in Peking the Eusi
e @aiivires relosed ta give hin
4 nbessape of suppart. As Sihanoak
recounls, s Government was recd
nimed by over 20 sLales, bt noa by
the Seviet Union.:,’

Embassy

Plhe US5R kepr din e basgsy i
Phnom Penh and as Sihenook shys,
nintained diplomaric relations wi
the trailor regnine. . He also adils thi
bitter note, that the USSR sent "me
cil and surgical eguipment to pateh
up the troops of Lon Mol whom we
have put out of action, 2o they can
atknck s Agnin.

[lie peal kick in the puts came in
October 127 when the USSR mepe
sl a financial apreeiment with the L
ol pepime. Just to make sure that
thie literabion Forces tid naol Wpsat |
apple cart the USHR advised Sihanc
tex Telurn bo The path obf " peace and
netrraliey’ and warned him apainst
CUmUnE the country indo "a bose For
Wit ggainst neighbourlng peoples.’

It waz only when the Red Khme
literation forces in Cambadia ltad
driven the puppet regime inio 2 §ta
of complede disarruy that the LESE
wire Tecoenibon Lo the FUNEK (Kat
iomal United Front of Cambodhal. L
sl than Moscow Radio had describe
Sibanoek as 'the former head of sia
al Cambodia’, s copferring Toro
recoenition on Lon Mol a5 the prese
huzad of state.

Far Al years Moscow has used t
people of [ndoching a5 pawns o a
dirly ganie ol chasd. The herode sl

e of these peopls kas besn nothi
mare Lo it than o msans ol preit
ing diplomatic pressure on the impe
lalizts,

The theories of peaceful co-xisi
ence have been demonstrated in prs
tite as zankrupi and colmter-revels
icitary. They have sided noe-cmne Bl
the imparalists, In Indoching they
have reaulied o the unnacemury Jos:
ol countless lwes,

Viclory it Indoching coald huve
becn won Maly FearE ago, But te
nmalicnal stalinism hos delayed thot
viciory, tn the interesis of & prvileg
burcaveratic casie who prefer ro de
wilh the capilalist cles rafher thun
1edy on the revalutionany =rragple o

the aoppressed miasses. I-i



in receni weeks the keadership of the Workers' Revolutionary Poriy has

End slanders:
debate your

unleashed » stream of slanders against the 1MG which has had few equals
The WEEF has declared thai the IMG s harbouring ‘police sgents’ and
‘apenis prowocatedrs in its ranks { Borkers Prese 12 March 1975 ), and
pocuses it of “collusion with Scarman { Tribunal ) and the police” { Workers”

Frevs, 15 March 1975)

These accusations are just a small part of the steady stream of filth,
directed againsi other srganisations of the revolutionary left, which hus
poured out of the WRP recenily. 11 also stands in s long tmdition of WRP
slander campaigns, which have been regulary and sysiematically used fo
ivert attention away from the political bankruptcy of the WRE and its

so-called “Falersrtional Committes'.

I Holewia thie WEP laicmehiead o slpesdd
oo viring of sccusstions aginid Hugoe
WMascoin, ader of g Bobivign sectson of
the Foorth Intormational. scouwsbag Pas ol
being 0 Government ageat This was
tbetiprsed o Ivide their own bioc with 1
cppanunisd Lor—a bl which bon i
fruits when Lome supparicd the diugon
thind the mdlitary fegime of Tomis would
arni the warkers againgl & pghtisi coup

In Ceylon they charged Foorth Inter
faticnal nilitant Bala Taispoe wiilh bewng
mn zzenl of imperialisn (Fccudng him of

Hﬁlnmnn—u&n.mhd&m
I

msjona with Amencn Scomtany of
[ieEe R Mie™Namara'y, to hide the fact
that their esan group iy that country had

totally faded io solidarise with the reve
lebinmarics of the JYFP when they Sell

victim o a vickuus waye of Government

it i v L1 BT
Lzst year in Bntain they mvendced the

Lawlese alTair b cover aver thedt-awn
capetulation po Britsh imperialise on
the question o Ireland, Mow they an:
trFing 1o comcsal their abysmal fadlure to
deenld with the thiresl Trom the Eas-risht
and ke any part in the growing snti
Frscinl mowemenl by lswnckung an hyiden
cal witch-lunt spuirst W45 midinis

PRECAUTION
An puistanding leatuce of all thes
dlarmber camipaiens ha been thot-the WHF
chooses to make them &t preclsedy s
el chal fhee FEREpeGIls are coHmmype
udelet wllack from the capitalist wtate
nEchine

Phota: CTHRIS DAVIES (Repark)

Ireland , Womens’ Liberation

L pelatean 00 Che WHE e latest stanl,
the IMG has nothing o orswer for. We
repest: the comrade who did nod sppea
A parton belore the Scarman inbunal
wad 3 miditanl in the proces of I.I.Hjﬂrl.l.l'-lTh!_
hm waorkplsce, and e tﬂl‘:l’l.tl.q)l.d 1.3
MG agreed in givanos 1o hin couns of
BCEFEL

We would have thought that oveny
welion of the revoletionery lefl would
agree with the secd (o loke every PrECAL
tenn pokdble fo avedd the victimissticn
ol ol ¥ midliaats Bul e WRP
chocses 1o soizi on this commonplace
incident apd fransfon it e & ‘Snisder
pot’, In ander 1o baunch i witch- B tige
of IMG milicnnts in haricss - with that af
the riling ¢laas

WITCH-HUNT

The WEF then pocs oven Dariber and
sevks [0 cover up [oe Bearman’s ‘finger
ing’ of the IMEG by saying that we brought
the wlich-Bun! on cursebves. This charge
is not onby slardcrous, i s also absand
Ladess, that is the WREP [_||.'I:I,L;|,|:_Ir beldevos
that the coucse of fuling chis fusbce is
dolenmined by the ‘argaments’ witdch
revalutionarics irige Lo bear in their
defenee, Every ginsde militant in this
ceunkry - outside of the tanks of the WP,
ot least— inderstasd that the aim of the
Searmmun Tribunal was (o whitowash the
palics petlon, pin the Llame far the vial-
wnce al Red Lion Square on fhe Left, and
thas Gy the basis For moves do Further
reatfled the demacrmitic rights of the
aorkery movement,

Provo campaign - need to
break from elitism

Thee letber yoo carried last week on thi
Frovisicnal FRA"s baombdmg campaign was
gane of the must cohereat defences of
their position | have seen. Hut if also
highlighicd thede coucial paditival weakness
— Wleir dlilism.

Peter Arnlis's letter % penineled the
traditional Kepuldican wotion that it will
be a sl group of armexd conspiratos
thad will make the wevolutbon on dehal
of e mashs.  Implicitin the aims, medh:
wils ol stcnmie of Provisienakicsen is the
pxlstency of a revolutionary nuclens, ke
Jegdters are the anly reople capedle of cee
g o J N couinp socialin Repubiic’ {my
emphasis).

But the task af kesdership = ndd o
Hubsdifuele 4008 5 Oown aclions Tor dhaose of
hie figdssed, wlee e g make the revsd
uivn, 1 & o develop the self detivily of

e riassiasd . gimrfirio From thesr Aae +5 Amr

eoncend, and bead this inexorabily towarnds
ome conchesion: the eeizure of poyer and
aoialisme This the Brovisionals cannt dd

which explaing why the Cathollc magses
atill loak towards the reformist SOLP for
political sedutiong despile the Provisiconals®
fany sucvesses against the Britsh Army in
defemee of the ghobios.

I their el of ihe ghetios, both be
fore and afier the ceasefing, the Provigion
ale Failed wr devedop aes sl defenoe of
the popolation. Favaurable oppartunitis
to develop mass selidefence — openesd up
by the Frovisionsls' baembing campnign
wihilcly fksd deven the srmed Forees o U
cily centres, and sllovwed the smergence
of the mv-B0 areas — were lost.

In the eaud the hombing canmpalen be-
waumie an end in itsedl — a Blind alley. Thar's
whi the ceasefire w8 gtep fooward fur
the Proviséenals — in the senke rh.|T it np

TENS ety T R e o

it podivies of the bombing campaizgn
— while being 2 sei-back for Uoe stragple
at g whasle

[Infortunacely. whni has accurred sinee
ihe cemeline shyvan thit the Provisnnnals
have learned very lirde oo e middakes of
the past pericnl. The whole manoewre of
Bees in agrecing b0 the crsefine was o ged
the RUC back inio the ghedtos The Provis-
innals hove sesponded to tig nol by preparc-
img ihe whole populadaon for an cnslaughe
through the formation of mass seli-defonce
aquads, bul throagh the setting op of Froe
visional “incident centzes’ duough which
they “palice” the ceassfne.

W crlticsed duls becanse §i lad v the
real danger of the Provisionals themsclves
demobilising tre ghedtos: Mo resumplion
o the bombing campaign woukd get thae
Pronvisianala ad due Caibolic pepualation
ag a whole o of this trap.

Recently, Seamas Lowghean, e leader
of Feovvlgbonal Slan Fein in the North, has
propieed community policing which wounld
have o defence fansstion. He has alss higibed
thai such patrols would ot be simply moide
up o Repablicuns. IF adoprad this, uniike a
resumption of the hoinbing campaign,
wioldld grdmt o way Torward Tar the oy of
the mimarity - hat 1o be successfid i
wiipld demand a break from the alitist
pedtitical dess undorlying ' Peovislonadism”.

chd M RT ™SR

I'he IMG aimead, by i it epvenlion
I the Tribunal, to expose e class charss
ter of the maling class case and, morg
mparianiky, to Bnk up the procesdings
ingide the Trbunal with the lght ournide
by prowimg seciions of the warken'
mivEmeni against the el [ram the
far might. The suctoss af this - combiped
with the growing impact of the nati-Dascist
mavement in the workdng class—mod# it
impossle for tee puillig cidss w warry
throisgh this scheme. Mot one vingle nigm
JMomnt civenge i ihe lrw carme abouT &8 @

- where was the WRP?

diEmlagdl S0 A W Gikkda™ Oidiad

working cluss against black and biomi
ErEil Warkers

— s failan e o ke up the cppresscn of
womnen i capilalisl sociely, even when
isues like opposition (o shortion and
‘erosion of e family’ Uhnealen bo
pecome important rathring cres for
rexgtionary forees (its Lodal [millere to
maic: Ay fesponse to the eactionany
untFaborien Bill of Labour M James
White is just the lafesi cxample);

—is complede falluie o deal i amy =y
with the threat of farright, recist sl e

HI_'H.I'I of Yrarmar But to think that the IMG 18 groups, exemplified in its obsemes

could prevent Scaman from making any

froum the anti fascist movement and it

polibical altack on usis i have 2 fowchingly  undled setioni—aach a8 Red Lion sqguare,

maive faith in capitadist jusdice.

AS b the WHIs claim to hove mades 'a
principled defenc: of the IMG Foom i
legal sttacks by the diciany”, this s sl
i sk joke This delience’ was carried out
in accordance with a well-established
miethodalagy, thal is alio shown in the
WHRI"s*prinzipled defence’ of the Lrih
smagple: a lew lormally cormect phrases

Hydez Park Corner and the recent demon
stration at Ishington Tawn Hall

These polibical failings of the WHP mwe
nol accidertal, but ow divectly from im
prolltical oulook Obgectively they bead
the WRP into n failure fo really condront
L Daciaardess of e working class,
capitslalion ta the social democmibic ideas
which penmente the workers micwement,

are writierin the paper, widch ane Owen Fol - amd a fadure neally (o challange fe socisl

lowed with teds of thousands of wards

oof sectoran diatrbe, and a cwnplebs
failure fo underiake any prociivel messure
o solidarity whatspeyer

COVER UP

I'ihere 13 a gliple sxplanatian os fo why
he WERI is engaging in such frenzeic thrash
mg ahaizg at this time: i needs Lo throw
W g snekssireen bo conceal from its
membership the patent bankruplcs of 1is
own arpanitalion, and of jis patheto
substitite for & revalutkonary internatbonal
arpanispilown, the “lolemations] Conmmil-

{2 L

The WHP leaderahip now hag Do ey and
potver up A record which cansists of years
ol wrang positions on virrually every
major political and theotebcal gueston
whici has comCroated e Bridsh workers’
mavement Setfprocloimed “Trodsky st
wacls ke thes WEF—which long apo ghan
doned the intermarianolsm af the Trotsky-
15 Pourth Entermational for the maost
parachinl of politics, based an o marraw
mational wuthea® on e waekd—conld
supvive and sven fourish in g period of
relabive cale i the class slrapphe, [or as
long &9 the resenves of British imperalism
arazted the ohjective basis [or the lack of
Infariaathonalist conscipasness in the
British working class. Bul now Ll upaEine
of Clye rlasd strapple on the interrational
plane and the chromic crisis ol Brilsh
imperialism is theowing such prgsnimations
into boial political divarray,

EANKRUPTCY
Tles WRT s actaaliy sinking eyen

thzeper inbo the min: of ils vwo political
Bankeujley, as ds shawn by its recent
palitbcal record:

its faidup: toomake asy soal of mobilisa-
tor on Lhe guestion of British troops in
Ireland;

irs failuee to niobidise actions agzins

demiocratic, burcaucrntic leadership af
the woarkers” movomenl on any level
exgept that of ahetract ond harpen thebac

INTERNATIONAL

As faf u8 tw [aros which goes nidar
tha paane of the "Toterstlosd Committee’
isooneemed, it merord bas been partly
cxposcd by the leadars of the W REF thesm-
selves in their deminei tons ol the pppos-
tuniam of theis crétwhile colleppics of the
French COCT amd the Bolivian MR Mare
recenlly depacled members of the [aies
national Commither, sich as Alan Thamets
I Britalo amkl Tin Wahlforth {forise
leader af the Amcikein group] in the
Upalted Stales bave painted sn even mope
lurid picture, Fhe bntematiomad Ceananic
o o slanils publickys exposed a5 a
palhetic paredy af an attempd Lo build an
intarnatiooal revalutionory pary.

Char fimal woed is gsimple: vver mone
than 12 peany dkw ourth [nesenatioosal Bas
repeatedly challenped the WRIE to dehate
publcly 1w roal guestiors of the sorld
closs struggh: and fhe teal record of our
o'y Itlomational oreanisptions: Hepestedly
the WRP hae min awsy [ron such a debate-
only omce agreeing tooa discizssion, amd
then anly provided il was confined ta
angnben: of our oreanisnlion alonc

Wi gy b0 Ove WREF and Lia meirisees:

bemve youar gemeer of dlanders and distortions
— o inke tee light of open political
debate aml let the workers” vangaand
decide the merits of our positions. We
you o a public debaie on “The
Palitics ed the Umited Scereiargat amd the
Pualitics of the Internatonal Commities’.
I yrom B any contidins m yous
itlens yom will seive such an op portunity
to expound them oad expose us. I you
refuss e chatlenge then flwo whole kefl
will mnderstand thai your current cam-
palgn of filthy samlers is nothing more
tham o coverup for your polilical bank-



AMID ALL THE FUSS about Dienis
Hesley's Rudget, one thing is quite
clear: the aciions — or lack of them
of the Labour Government are vicion-
sly hitting low pard Faeilies m B
i,

The steation s so bud at present
that the real incresse In the cost of 1i-
ving of low paid families is sysiemati-
cally concealed by the Government's
official figures. The tax wnd social sec

paid workers win an Increate in mon-
&y wages il may actually lead toa
izl in their real [neome

‘COST OF LIVING FIDDLE

Evwen the olficial cost ol living Tig-
ares, which the Labour Government
hat never challengel, show Lhe pres-
ent rate of inflation running at 3%
Ihds hits particulardy hard at the 3
mallion men and 4 million women
wihio, according to the latest sarmings
survey, earn below the E30 0 week
supplementary beneiis level for &
fwn child family. What is pot %o gen-
crally rembised, however, is thut the
afficial figures on intlation greatly
wnderestimate the effect of inflation
on wiorking class living standards. Ab-
owve mll. they underestimate the effacl
on e low pad

by Mick Gosling

A recent investigation intn Poor
Famifier and daflarion hy-the Child
Poverty Action Croup worked out
et low income Tamilies spent 44 per
cent of their budpet on food and 25
per cent on housing. Fut acearding
o thee milecial Family Expenditore
survey for 973, sverape howseholds
spent 24.4 per cent oo food and [3.5
feer cent on housing,

Until ¥ery recently, it was in thess
areas thal prices were rlsing Tastest,
JBetween lanuary 1970 and January
1974 the offigie! Rotall Price [ndax

e e rta ™ s

showed rises in food pricesolal per
cenl, i fueland Leht of over 30 pes
cent, and in howsing of 50 per cens
un avernge, By conmtrast the price al

urskte oosefiold goods ke wasling
iachines and cookers rose by only

2% por cent

Clie real impage of infhdon on the

I panid i further underplayed by
the exclusion of ihe richest amd 1he
piaorest from the Family Expenditure
Survey. Bul s the poorést who sui

writy situation is so bad that when low for the highest rates of mflation

espeislly the old and disabled, and
harassed mothems wha lave bo e the
corner shops rather than supermarke s
and put-ol-town hypermarkets, and
Lius miss oul on the cosi BEVITE ol
bulk buying,

Mot only ddes the Retail Price In-
dex contain fur coas and jewellery
bud it also lumips together mincemen|
aind orysters in the same catepory. Siim-
ilarly public and private framsport are
nol separated, and rents and mort
mpcs are pul topeiher,

In Italy end France the fiddling ol
the price index isso blatanl that even
functionarics of the various ingtitutes
of atabistics huve denounced i them
selves. In Belglum the tride unlong
have often campalgned agninst the
‘top hat index’, which included that
item inan index on which increases
to compensste tor indflation were (o
b caloulgied

The only way tostop sich poings
ofi s lor the estgblishosent of 4 price
index drawn up by the frade uninn,
which can monitaf prices lor the uee
of the workers movement by cabeulal-
g the frwe nse in-the workers' cost
of living. Healey, preciseiv Bocause he
knows Lhe effect of this, has no nien
Lion whatever of moving Lo any such
index.

THE POVERTY TRAP

While the fiddled cost of living
index conceals much of the real tmp-
act ob inflation on low pay, i second
hidden attack is the effects on the low
pild ol the tax and soeial Lecunty po-
livies which Labour hos maintained.
Theae form the vicious ciccle of the

LABOUR SLAMS LOW PAID

Low pay hits the aged and the children of the poor

e

‘poverty trap’

Ihe lirst parl ol 1he poverty trap
is the way in which taxation warks
A inflation scars monsy wapes go
Wp, BUL wiihowl read income rsimg
gil. However taxntion is carmed out on
momey and nol real income. The e
sult is that, for example. money e
oine may o up by L2 withoot real
INCOME POINE W at H.l.l. BLE raxalien
i sarried cwl o Mgl real incame
fad fneregred by £3. The result s
thal Lhe stendard of living at whizh
people begin to pay tax continually
Fails

in faer the value of the tax “thresh-
ald' has dropped consistently in Teal
terms sinee the mid- 19605 When it
was raized by the Labour Governmiend
im April ¥974 it was still £1.69 lower
in real ferms for families with two,
three and Four children than in [972,
In this situation o low income family
raising its money varning Lo keap
pace Witk indIntion can easily find it
self wore off after a pay increase

thin befon  The Boapamict of 1218
Apcil estimates thal “50,000 poas
familics {probably nearly a guarter of
a millian peopled now perually lose
moncy with every £1 they earn, since
they have to pay 33p in tax oo i and
insz mere than 67p of means-tested
nenetits Cheouglh it
In Augnst 1974 the Depariment ol

Health and Social Secumiy estimared
that 50,000 families would be sul
_ie_-_-l b d “potential marpinnl fax pats
ab more than 200 in the pousd’,
CHansard, 1006, T4 000 these Familis
289 00K were receiving feas than £30
& week i wages, The dax |hreshold @
now Belawe the level of income i
which families broome alipible for
Famly Income Supplement. prodhie-
ing the absard situation whewy Fimil
ies- officially defined as poor gre pay-
ing high rtes of Lax.

THE MEAL SNATCHER

Finally in the poverty trap, just in
Cidia anyone escapes the taxation

teeth, there = vel ong mone aitack,
As oM EY INCOMIGE FiSe in responss o
inflation, mary Gamities loge their gl
rpEbility Lo Family Income Sepplem
ent. In mirn s micans that |_|:|._-_,.- [FRES]
the right ta free school meals, free
preser polons: free dental amd ewe
Ieeselmend, und free swellari 1k ton
young children afud gxpectant molls-
ers. Hit the sick, the ckildren, and

the prepnant — Uhat is what the Sodial
Con-trick tolerates.

Tl way tooend (his situalion is
very simple. Al Laxution on wirking
class wages should be abolished, frec
sehoul meals should Be avablshle to
il alt feealth churpes shiould be shel-
ished, and a sliding wale 6f weges and
lenefits. caleulated on a working
clags codl of living index, should e
LA plemented. Al this & easby poss-
ible throawgh o planned socialist econ:
oy Instead Healey will continue to
sacrifice thee low pald te the sreal
gad of the profit sysiem,

ey

e

",

R e =
“Hn riea b R r e e B pia
B0 by & dowen 0 i

£1 A WEEK - THAT'S WHAT IT’S WORTH

Cine P o week—that's what ik savial
onboect is worlh! Ar beaar thet's fhe s
af the pay increase Bt Leslie Sillisae,
Nalionnl Secredary of the Cerarmic and
Allied Trades Union, tried to sail under
the gus of ibe con-trick g a mass m -
ing u-1' thousands of pottery warkers in
Srekie-aer Trent on 7 .‘|.|1.riLI

Rt suspnalngly the offer mer wich

i derision evon from this riedificnally noo

ihilitant group of workers  Podteny
venakers are oowe of Che bovweest paid proups

| of jisdusirisl workers with g wage Tevel

sirne £20 below the aational uvempe.

he armuial wape sgreement berwecr
CATL and the Brtish Cerantlc Manulae
tirers Cederation narmally becoomes
aperative on M5 March of such vear, By
tradiien, the round of negotiations
leading up b this agreemint is opened
sin weks peiors by dhe'exchange of the
Mareh Movices” btween CAT U and the
BCMIE.

Ihis year (s Union®s March Mot
dgbled Tor a substantial Increzdc in hasss
akl pigcework ratey, o new theshiold
apreernei L thnee excrn diys pald hotiday
arear, improved geertbme rales, and the
pavment of adull rates ot |8 inarcad of
19 But the srclement, while conceding
chax last Bwo points and giving 20 exica lyo
days holidny ax wall as vonsalidating the
cxssging thoeshold payment inte the
Lasic, guve i pew thuesholl aereemant
and offered only £ in'new ey —with
Further small pay ficnass in three staaes

spread over the: coddns year,

By rejecting the proposed seitbement
and refugng (e ke intimidated by
Stllicess"s Lafk of the socinl contmet,
pallery warkaes have laken 2n importane
step Ferward in the fight peainst {ow pay.
The Bhmiom sxecutive must now po back
arcl resiine megotiations on the Basis af
= original *Mameh Noiio:” clidm.

Unfarturatsly, while calling for &
suhatantizl” inorzase, this did Ged sprwily

b pardeiclar figure. The follawine clear
dumnnds shoald Be pes o the aaployens
federatian
—a £ 201 incyeaze o basle 1atad bo bring
ihe portery warkers up 4o the nnilaaal
UVETIRE Wag:

extension of 4 Eueshodl spreement
nnd drs tramaforma bion iolo s sliding scale
ol wigres whach will gve mitematic
P:rull.'n.'ﬁ o af real wages sgainst every
Increase e (e cisl of living.

The emplovers federdion wilf oo
daabr pefise oo grant ‘sukstantial®
screases an the prounds that they wodild
he aurside the guidelines of the social
conterct Thiz jg when the real Heht wall
start. Ul onby win! forward far pos tery
workers ngnlngt fow pay is tuoach the
dlecisivz: smushine af the sucia cantigl,

Jazon Hill
Gaoff Lovelos:

The lutest nurses” pay seill=ment does no-
thing to solve the probbam of ko pay in
the National Health Service.

T awwand gives & student milrse a min-
mum wige of £330 - meaning an incresss
of nronind £4 a week. However this includ-
o tbresholds of £4.440 widch are being ab
sodhed inio the fnew rades, sand theee §s no
new vost of livieg agrecmeil. The reef ine
crease s therefon: a miserdy £ 360 3 week.

It wus monillia after the Halshury: R
port was published tefore the nuses pot
thels incresse, and by that fiise infation
bad eroded mosd of the new award. Bul
Holshory ks alsa warned about Hia peed
0 nerease boded and Eoud gling churges, and

.

even though the Governmend has heen dow

i :
|t implement it ollver promises about the

IS 3t was quick £o Nolfl that ong,

In 1972 boarding chumgs wers £2.40
a month. In P95 they are £10 8 month —
am inizreass of 316 per cent. Mow fhey ane
b g U by amther 17 per cend. Eating
waisle are nlso golng up, The Ancillary
Sniils side of the Whitdey Coapcl has ngg-
otinted 8 rise in canteen priees widch w
affecy all NHS workers. 3

ol long age Alan Flsher was describ
ing the mikeed as victims of ' primitive

drve society”, Emalive worls imdeod, But
NLIFE, like al the other MHS unions, has
dune nuihing o emanvipaie the sivis All
e mdog Jeaders have back-peiled un the
demand for 2 cut In the working week and
Fer major improvements is the gpevial duty
money they st 50 loadly d-em.n::lllﬁ-.a

LOW PAY HITS THE NURSES

chawrt time age

Lusl year dhve norses woand i bsd and
prepdeid o wage a dtreggle for an all-roand
betder wage. The findings of the Halshury
Regeelf wite dedipmed 1o aplit that oy
The nursing officers were given gudie gub-
stamkial nereases and ibe student nuTses
kzft with o mese pitinnce Now il s the
really boswepald sludent narses whin will
hiave o Mgt the battle alone.

This is the soclal contesct in proctics
hitiing hanbesd at groups like the nurses
whetr are expected to pay for e riss of
the capitalist syslem. The NHS isin g sace
o near cidlopse smd onee again e Labour
Givvermment &8 puttleg the bunten of that
artsid mound the mecks of the low prid

JAMET MAGUIRE




'CAR STEWARDS
MUST CALL FOR

WORKSHARING

LEAIMNG STEWARDS AND CONYENORS from the entive motor industry will meet in Birming-
ham on 23 April to discess the problems facing carworkers as the industry slips deeper into the capi-
talist crisis, This move, initiated by the British Leyland Combine Shop Stewards Committes, is an
important step forwand, but comes nooe too soon as 2 second wave of short-time working, voluntary
redundancies and a new productivity offensive hits the motor industry.

“Wages councils -
Labour’s criminal record

Labour Governments have always been keen to dress wape restraint in the

S

clothing of *egalitariamism’ and “help for the lower paid’. The sociol comirct
itself is hused on the fraud that in return for wage restraind by the mone
powerful sections of the trede union movement, the living standarda_p of the
worst off will be defended and the social services improved, Labour's
record on low pay, and especially its attitsde towards industries covered

by Wages Councils - which should have been abolished in any case. os they
area poverty trap for the low paid- points (o o very different conclusion.

'u'.-'ug::. Councils were estabtished in
1#0Y —supposedly to improve the
wapes of workers in 1he swealed
L des

Foday there are 53 such
Councils covering some 3% millon
workerns.

Wihen Labour got the opportundiy
to do something for the low paid
slter Lhe Sacond Wordd War il:soan
utade its attitude clear. Post-war
austerily measures were continued
with Labiour’s attempt to imiroduce
an imcomes policy in 1928 with the
publication ol the White Paper.
Pepponal Incomes, Cosir and Prices
Ihis was [ollowed by a lelter rom
the Minister of Labour to Wages
Councils sugepesling thatl any propo-
sals conflicting with Governmeni
policy worlld be refermed back. Trade
union presare forced the Govern-
ment o withdraw the letier

INCOMES POLICY

had risen 12.1 per cont. Even these

Seplember 1970 report, Incomes
Data Services Lrd. looked at the
morease tnominimom rabes for male
workers in the 53 Wages Council
mdusires and compared Hhese
increases with fhe nse in prices in the
previous five years. [DE reported:
In the last five yoars retail prces
have risen by 4.7 per cent. During
this period in 25 out of 33 Wapes
Councils the lowest mindmwa rates
for men have risen less than 24.7 per
cont.”

The companson was Sven Worse
far the 1W68-T0 pariod, when prices

fipures underestiniate the true drop
im real living standards by not taking
Imito sceouinl iIncreased indurance,
pension and fax confributions, and
the fact that most wape increases
followed offer Lhe effect of price
rsEs an incomes had already been
felt

British Leyvlamd itsell s on the
poind of collapse; Onoly the massiwe
Hageciion o stake funds as 3 resalt of
the Ryder inquiry will keep it alive.
Im ts Madland factories alome, 25 000
workers are on shori-time. At the
Lomgbridge plant the management
ure now demanding more thaa 3,000
redigndancies agninst an esrlier figure
of 1,200

Fords have Thrown 14,000 of
thelr 52,000 manual workers on ghofi-
time. Thew are now threatening
redunduncies by claiming thak the
lay-off pay fund I8 munning out of
monesy, ¥ouxhall are putting 2,000
back o aharl-Lme nexl Week in
agite of carlier promises that they

ment .. . We do not envisaps tne
destmiction of effective managemeni
and comirel of such an enterprize, but
those responsibilities must huve and
retwin (he confidence of the wiole
labour foree. . .7

It iz thiz sort of drivel about *woe
kers” participaticon’ whidh will be
aerved up at the Birmingham Comn
ference, Buf to smush shorl-time and
veluntary redundancies, which are
part of the softening vp process Tor
mas sackings and speed-up later on,
real measures of workers' control are
TR CESSITY

WORK-SHARING

Wisean the car glants theearen shost-

ine, the reply snowld e che desnand

basls of 'lagr ing frst out’ ageinst
short-time and voluntary redundancies.
ot only does this open the way
for maes eackiogs later, bur it splite
Lhe worklorce rinw, The Failore of
the exigting plant feaderships Lo pro-
vide au adequate response to shozt-
tirne and '=.l|1,I|:|nI:|1'y' sackings has
led co 700 workers at Wilmot Breeden,
Birmingham "applying’ for 500 volun-
tary redundancies, A further 1,540
have voluntesred for 2,300 redundan-
cigs at the Austin plant in Birmingham

WORKERS DEMOCRACY

This response is also g resalt of
the fallure of the plant leaderahips
to Invalve the inats of workers in the
decisions # ffecting their future. Yery
faw rmags meetings have laken place,
and even where they have their
function kas been to rmbberstamp
the shop stewards” proposals

But workers' democracy 18 not
just a nice idea--it is the only way
that a central united response cun be
worked out to fight the bozses”
offensive and kay the foundations for
s workers' plan to splve the crisis in
the car indwstry in the interests of
the whole working class.

s 5 all the more necessary

The [964-T0 Lak Ciovermiment }
o e b il e S THRESHOLDS since the companies are being helped
further developed the tectic of refer ] ; gk : .
ring back and delsying the signing of Lht.lz..:.h PO FECERA period of office all dE:-'n the line in their plans by

e i - " baoir Gowernment has suc- the Labour Govermment. The Eyder
Woaper Uouncyd fecounme felalons On 1

- s Report on BLMC |5 now sifling on

- qunte = (hey were. As
Frank Field and Steve Winyard have
pointed oul oo recent report®: COm
g number of cccfons orders were
held up Low sigmung on the phoscnds
that, if implemented, they would be
outside the puidelines of the Govern-
menl s mcomes podicy. In this way
the Government postponcd wage
increases for the low paid.’

1 he Prces and Ingomes Board
played o leading role in this policy.
When the Helail Drapery Wapes
Couneil proposed in 1967 o incpzase
the |r||ni'||ur.|l wage paid 1o male
counter assistants in drapers’ shops
from L11.15 to £1 1940 & weak, the
PIE decided £10.75 was enougl, And
when agricultucal workers decided to
Berier thewr 19%a7 wage of £10,50 For
i £4-hour week, the FIB granted
preciely d0p exire 2 week!

Mot surprisingly many of these
wape seltlements were nal svern
begping pace with inflation. Lo cheds

of fighting to exiend thess by intro-
ducng sulomatc cosl of living
Increses, @ving allomans com pensa:

of Uving, the Labour Government goi
rid of them as seon a3 they could.

ceeded in ending the one thing that
gave the lewer pald some protaction,
however inadeguate, against infla-
tion: threshold apreements. Instead

tion apainst any increase in the coat

Michael Fool, the Secretary of
State Tor Employment, laid the
blurae (1) for the relatively high Level
of wige sattlemants last year on the
Tory Government. Lobour Weekly
reported hiiras saving: "The preseni
e {ol wage settlemants) can be
uttributed in Large part © | . to the
l-conceived threshiold agreements
that Mr. Heath started in his Stage
HI packape.” 5o much for the social
contrick!

lzrmes Dirake

“Frank Fleld and Seve Winvard, Wares
Coancir- Spaksiman Pamphlet Mo, 99

Ome group of woskers whe are wsually
aven worse off than the low pald, and
igmrel just as nnich by dhe unions and
the Laboir Government slike, are iase
dependent on supplommary benedis,

n T Aprell Famdly Allowances went
i, but as the regulationa siaad the
mcrease will au bonitically be dedoered
from supplementary benellt pay men b
Todraw attention fo this. the Nations
Chaimanis Union pickeiod soclal security
niffices throwghoui Britin on Tuesdy: §
April. They are alsy dempmding that

sap Raotmnlany benelfis should be nelted
o the cost of lbiog.

Tl slidineg scale of wages and benefibs,
with auboenatic conspeansalion for eveny
0ae EF Gl rise in ihe cost of living, b
of particulor impor e o Quose in
weakly organised seciors: usoaly e low
jraidl, and those dependent on state or Old
Age Penslonie, ‘The Aght for nutonailc
coHm perisartion agadinet inflation would not
amy defend workerd lhving standands, hog
help win over ilse oter groops solkily
b the side of the workers s the class

wruggls,

wonild only be lald off for a brief
pediogk.

Short-tine working has heen
avcompanied by a new productivicy
offensive. AL Ford’s Dagenham,
management aIe aiming ro introdoce
& qui l'JJLI.h lzbour-poal in three to four
weeks when the lay-off agresment
wich gives 0 per cant pay for the
lirst I5 days laid off—muns oue. A
124 per cent increase in the frack
Epl:l:“d 15 also planned, including
raticonalization involving 20 wo 40 per
cent cuts in the gize of varouws lnhour
squade. Inone department the
labour-pocd is poing to be 137 oul of
3 Latdl oof 504 workers,

Meanwhile the crisis facing the
indusiry s inPensifying. Britizh Ley-
lané’s share of the UK market dropped
calastrophically from nearly 45 per
cent in Febmiary ta 258 percent in
March. Totnl repistrations last monch
weare | 11,450 fthe bowest March figere
for four vears

CONFEREMNCE

The Hirmingham Conferencs next
Wednesday poses the poasibilicy of o
united fght prownd a common pro-
granmume of action for workers thresegh-
out the car industry. This regoires
the rejection of any idea that johs
can be defended by going along with
campany plhins Lo make fheir cone-
cerns myore viable cas the capitalist
markel.

But the trade union leaders who
i lil:i[.HJIE'II in the Eyder investigotion
huve fought shy of this poaition. In a
deaft document submitied to Byder
by the unions sttached to the Cop:
federation of Shiphwilding and
Engineering Linions, they wrote: "A
public enterprise, whilst being free
o challenge competition both al
hoime and ahroad, must be Fully
accountable to those employed in the
imdustry and uwltimately the Govern-

for work-sharing with no lose of pay
and under workers” control Manoge-
ment claims for colbacks in produoc-
tion should be assessed at Tacs value
by the opening of all the company’s
haoks on investment and sales tao
wintkers' inspecticn. Shop mectings
should then work ool line speeds and
shift schedules, and an averags work-
g week with no Lo of pay should
b caloulated Tor the whnle work-
foree to tolncide svich the cats in
produciion levels.

Such a plan should be prescated
to managemenl and Failure to com-
ply mar with oceupation. The recent
action of stewards at Vauxhall's
FEilesmere Porl pland in occupying
part of the factory against the re-in-

Tany Benn's desk - hur only on
‘edited” version will be published o
the workers to see. The [act thai the
Labour Government i paying more
atiention to guarding the business
sacreis of the emplovers than il s to
defending workers against redundancy
ia a sure sign of what Ryder will
contain

PROGRAMME

Leaks and rumours already abound
What is certain is that Ryder will call for
at teast L5 per cent redundancies out
of BLMC s 160,000 strong labour force
and an injection of £1 billion of
money from giaie eolffers over the
next sevan years Lo carry through a
mixlemization and development
progracmme.

The need for workers in the
industry to produce their own pro-
pramme for the indstry indepen-
dentiy of the employves has never
been ereater. Below we print the
aort of programme that the Internatio-

aal Marxist Group thinks should be

troduction of lay-offs, coupled with the dgicumed at Binpingham. A centeal

demand that the workers should pet
a full week's pay regardless of the
hours worked, was an impotlant slep
i this direction

by concrast the stewards e Pressed

ateel Fisher in Oxford (part of BLMC s

Cowley complex) have demaonsirated
theutmost confusion on this lssue.
There the stowards are demanding
compulsory redhandanciea on the

tagk must be e exiension of the=
Tecent initdative of the Vauwxhall
stawards by rnising The demand of
workshirig withous o ol pa

and wnder the corirai of _H:r Warkers
throughout the motor indusiry e the
'.:'.ll.‘_l- il da phrow fack rhe hasses”
affeniive on shorl-fime gnd redin
SaRcies

Sar Hoa
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200 WOMEN SAY

‘BUILD ABORTION
CAMPAIGN’

Twor homdred women pilended a one
day conference at the Souch London
Polytechnic last Soturday, culled by
the Mational Abortion Campaign.
The day combined workshops on
the threst posed by the James While
Hill together with discussions on how
i organise, publicise and ase the
misiey to defeat the Bill,

Mlndedeine Simime, from the katlenal
seculnr Socety, ammed e audiencs with
4 barrage of statistivs, tips and argumenis
tor dealing with anfi-gbartioniscs Hke
thase from the Sogivty for the Prodectian
of e Linharn Chikl

Sbems stpcised the mpartance of
fmrmang the trhles in these kinds of debages
Whem dbe antaborlionisis ery fo pel e
patace wnd ihe priests 1o ealorce their awn
ekl they deny the individual hies Cree-
dooy of cleosce.

dames White's Abariion {Amendment)
Hill 1w being posed & on “provement’ o
e Abartion &t of 1967, Dut under ihe

guine of tighieaing wp on comupiion in the
prrveie secior if would pedwally make
ssortion illegal wmler most conditians.

slmme belovad the way to deal with

these Eypos af wreuments was ol e
peapoitbibry oo L Sale
kifl cormuption im the private secior 5 oo
make the poblicsectar work beltes, with
firee aparibony readily mailuble an the
Malivnal [ealth Service,

"Tha wuy o

As & pesull ¢l these discussions, women
sluderts ud the conference decided to
transtate into action the recent NLIS
declsoan te support he National Abortion
Campaign by calling a meeting on 21
Aprtl 10 odpandse students and workers In
Conimal Loadon Lo take up-the campaigr.
The mesting will spard ar b, 30 poa in che
L nkwerily ol Lomd on Uneen {Room 20
i Malet Sereed | For Durcher infomnation,
piicne 370 354 3 durimg the day or 226
751 2 1n the evemine k.

Muach ol the Mational Aboron Cam-
paign work ower the el two months will
L txken uip with planning a nahonal
decnonstration m Londoi sn 21 June

The Campalpn s seeking belp initseflorts

L publicise and badd chis action, and
valantesrs will b welcomed ot 80 Ralion
Foad, Londen SE4, Fag muoee nloime
Hoen, telephane 274 H44H,

Lincd Seith and Gwen Davias

Soma af The dalegatas to NAC one-day conferenca

*Stilll waters un deep’ was an l[ﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂlﬂi!?‘
tin of the Malkonal Union of Studencs
conberence ot Lindwdno last week; widch
[wced the imrportand task of electing 3 new
national lesdemhip,

Om the surface things do ngd appear ta
hawve changed, The Buodd Left, s mixtuge
af Comeualst Farty and ‘Clavge 47 Labour
Perly members still pefains the leadzrskip
af the Unksn. The revalulicanry left gl
has ity three membors, and the Liherls
Tuve areaked livon the Til_.'|'.|. willy fhe
edaction of Francis Hayden.

Dempite oo
slection fgiecs the Intzrnntional Socalk
ls1a, wha last year bad thnees mmnbers ail
ihe national exceutive, now Spee only one,
e of fhese places has heen koo by
Yalerie Coullas, a member of the Ineerm-
plopal Marsist Groap,

Henweyer the cardorence zlwa saw for
L Daesd thie the gleh! Beglining oo reur
its mply bhead in the shape of 1he Liberalks
aril the Kadical Action Group, 3 motley
raghbare of Toskes and Libcrals,

CAMPAIGMNS

Im the presein voidls, witich Tasters
the right wing, studenis have o daks up
the campalprns on praoly, educatianal -
backs and housing bot inoa contexy af
wininang praclicd sippart from the working
class. Stodends have to s s the Fepetiond
af all strugpdes apainst e presence aff
Hrnitish troops in Iredand; the prowib ol
PowglEan aml the Matkanal T rone; #nd
for withd rawal from che Uomimoan Macket

The st pressing prablem Caciong
students ix thoir declindng living siundands
Alfied to the ever weorscning, rare of
inflagenn, students (e an uphill bagike
o ke Uhodr beads ahove the ris ng ride
ol rents and prices. - The Kroad Leld
mabon carmed By Ui conlerence bolds
aul no hope ol defending the prane,

could he farther from: the woaths

H‘jﬁ--—

e

Wal Coultis af IMG, elected to Exscutive

yle to def
student grants

The upebon careked clasing tThat sliding
scales ar threshalis tie the prant to s
devlinng stateland o Ueing' | Nothing
A gliding
szl wonld pive namediate cnpensation
fior the effects of inflation, By mejeeciing
il the Comurunzt Parly aitd (b 15 doom
atidents toos desperate clase after
inlTalbin—a T sy cannel win

VIETMAM

Amomaest all the rather poedzciabis:
and at tienes mundane debates there were
somne briglier maimon 1. Tho piest speeel
from dlw Yarth Victnamesse charpe d’
affeirey Teelped Lo palir ovor ESO0 for fihe
PR, alter which an M4 miblitans
suessally proposed that o telepram be

mmmadiatsly sent ta Harcdd Wilson deman
ding the recoamition of the FROG b the
Labowg Gavertmsenl

The best debnte of che senferenee atl
the higeest blow duall fo the Broad Left
camng dupmg the discaaslod over 1he
Common Market

Haveing just delvatod b call fora
lieled Secialzs Sate ol Ewrope and an
unti- Market campaign an thie-slngan of
“Moa o the capitalist Coomon Marksr',
the CI' ten tried to push traueh an
amendment calling For n aroad bassd
Gl

I bine with WUS policy, they agresed
that these broad-based connebttess sleaild
exclede rocists and Tesciste  Howover,
rastar thedr ‘antd-moneaaly alliancs'
prrspoe tve, they wers prepsarsd oo work
wiils Toesos, Libsdrals amd e SRR

e delegries did nod quite wgras
AlEer-a ealed débale, o close vals
kicked put the broad-based commmillss:
T Exevwtive have micepieied the mejee
tion of the Braad Lol arneculibsenl (o
miean—no particl paieaan che GO
no oational cizskbion of GECOC maieral
Tecal camipaiens with trads  dnions and
Lyl cpaiacile

This victary Jor the revado Uonary 1ol
was g step Torward For the WS aml its
ML campaipss. Bl fhis was a victary
for che revolutionary lefL ot the 15 o
Hie IMG alonie. 11 shavwed that with the
preseni hankrupics ol e Broad Lt
Lzl e noity of indepemlents qinl
areznisztions of he yevolarienacy kL in
the MUS i a1 prssenl muors floan evar
called T,

Ric Sissons

‘Left’ bureaucrats pave way
for Glasgow defeat

The thirteen week long unofficial strike of Glaspow Corporation drivers
18 over-amusled by the combined onslaught of the corrupt Labour-
controdled Corporation, the seubbing of the Labour Goverment in
senging In the troops, and the capitulation of the “lefi’ bureaucracy.

Under the influence of the Communist Party,

the latter viterhy laided fo

mobilise the West of Scotland labour movement against the use of troops
which was the only way o win the sinke.

Claspow electriclans are s1il nul
aller 11 weeks bul their strike has
wso begn undermined by the ves of
iroops Lo sarvice Lhe incineralors

CRACKS APPEAR
Crcks an Lhe drivers” sinke be-

came evident on 5 A pril when Dais
IMafly, ome of the strike l=pders,
appealed toa meetiog of strikars ol
the Polmadie incinerator "not to po
Back in dribs ad drabi Before he
mass mesting of all drivers ook
place on Wednesday 9 Aprl, o

WOMEN'S CHARTER-
SPRINGBOARD FOR CAMPAIGNS

THE POTENTIAL of the Workieg Women's
{harier campaign as a means ol stimulabing
a whide mnge of activitles against the op-
pression of women was dearly shiow i on
Saturday st a Conference an the Charter
called by Mewsastlc Trades Council ned

Tl Inteniational Wolkers Branch of
the Transport & Seeneral Workers Linion
18 calling o vaterizsp workcrs in all
Landan Fating Houses o join the May
Dy silgike over the Saekineed nprison-
ment of Des Werren and Erc Tamlinsan

This exeellent ikitiative stards in
sEatk combmel o the cempaipns ol
Iohbic: and peritenlag of MPs that have
Been ciganiza] by the trade goian
bisremicraey with che cocit supnort of tie
Cosnmunist Party,

Thie bankovptey of the Cormmunist
Farty ‘s line of relving a0 the Burésucrcy
o mant § enibdpasen o Free the bee has
B demnonsteaoed vet apzin by tha can-

wellation of the Shrowsniaey Twi Matianal
| l.'-:l--.'nrrl.'lilf.l.'l:_' Commirtes confarenee Jue
Lo takc place on |9 Apgil. This is the
mevitable pesull of the demorelization ai

Immigrant workers to strike
on Shrewsbury

attended by 100 drade undonists, women's
liberation activists, and students A g
the campaigna bsnnshed wad one against
James White's ameslment to the 1967
Abordion Aot and for ghortion an
demand from the NHS in the Mol Eaal-

lhi i in the buildine sade amd fhe
lafiaur mowkment fenemliy broapht
abont by the burezucracy's pointless
protest go e,

Meanwhile o CP-cenlialied Lizison
Conpaitiee for che Defence of Trade
Urions which wanr e idlat igseffanits
Lael wenfecenos on 22 March (& Lipht far
wirike acton an 1 Mo repardless of whal
b TLH Jecided, has neer fodally dlienr,

The wclion of (= immiarant catering
warkers shauwld be g kssaes 1o the whabe
British labour movement, Mol ondy e
thiey shavam inrarnational selidusibe with
th Britkah working olass, but they haee
demansdmded that cace hey ane able to
DTZAmiES, ImmipEant warkeTs can aetlally
lead the fight of the workers” maveni=nt
a0 g devigive issue in the elass simenpels,

There wos also s lengtliy discuasion on
the need for walien L onganise in separaie
cancuses 1o force the unions 1o take up
the strugghe agmirst scxism af all lvals, I
including in thedt owin mnks. A mation
emeoliraging the gelting ap of women’s
casiuses wits averwhelmingly [rassed—
projecting them chrly & nstruments
of Fapd and (e gesion racher tham the sops
that trade union officlals somedinies lish
il 10 women in the foem of foemdy con-
trolled women's sub-commitioes,

A puhlic meeting 1o hegim a compaign
for nursery and afrerschoof Facilitied was
alsn mirinted. This {5 bevoaning a partioul-
arly wrgent pooblem because the [ ohour
cgmimolbed Council hes alrcad § made it
dlear thor gramts 1o pre-school facilities
willl b ibve ficsd 1o go i cob-hacks am
THCESSITY.

Finally a deciston was inken to sef up
an indepsaulent Chanter groap which would
have the suppont of the Trades Council but
wiold bw open to represeniatives of all
cogamisations willing v support the Char
fer acthvely, The importance of Inclisding
WOmEn' s groips and fenamts’ associntions
ihus imvadving women mapped in (e
prirabe domestic work siuation—was pord-
deilarly siremsed

Fikary Wairraright

spokesmian fos the Labour Corpora-
tisuy Lot i e known that ‘siches
they give in complelely of siarve’

Meanwhite Radio Clydeside used
every news bulletn on the Wednes-
dav to carry reporis of drivers
pawning Farnilure. Qrhers had
received evietion notices for rent
arrears from che Labour Corporalion
Thie exuent af the personal crizis
Taein g mam e drivers ancd Haeo fani-
lies was made clear by one steward
who referred dl The meeling L the
number of homes which had broken
ap under the bapact of the striks

The Corponi Licm |'.|-='r..'|.|.q.':'-ﬁl}'
applied the screws. Returming
alickenrs woudd only pet the Bons if
thew sweorked Tal oul Lo clear the
1emaining rubbish. Despite this the
drivers only petwrned on Monday
id Apal-after they had insisted

that all 1he troops fe puiled ol
firse.

This is the nics seriows deleal
L Wt ol Riariimd working
chass hay sulfered for soame bine.
and Commiist Pariy abeainenis in
the local union burcpneracy van
ke mrech of {lseteredit” s 11D For
thiree -.-.'L.Iﬂ they held bavk on'ull
the strikers a u‘-'l-_:l- 100 TG N
siuppart soticd throuph a Wese of
Seotland stewards mesimi

(B HE

Tliis vgeened Hlie way Fordhe
Creneral Purposes Committee of the
Transporl & General Workers Linion
to refect out of hand a call affer tlug
dispaads was alrendy pwelve weeks ald
tex miakie the siiike of ficias.

The | sbour Guowernment bas won
g Lorat dlpaificant wictary for the
social contract, Lopless the worksre:
movement learns the lessons of
the trade union bursgucTocs 's
capitutation and the Communlat
Partw's subotage when the “lefis
refuse Lo act, then the working cliss
will Zace further dedeats ar the
Tards of the Labowr Government.
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