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FAGE OF GAPITALISM

by James Drake

amst rotten wages broke out in Bermuda, mining the Queen’s hol-
wday plans. Meanwhile the natives back home were getting restless
at having caught her with her knickers m a financial twist. -
The revelations about how the last Tory Government, Buck
House lawyers, and Whitehall burcaucrats attempted to conceal
the Cueen’s holdings in industry has exposed another ‘unaccept-
able face of capitalism’, The myth that the monarcly stands above
the dirty wheeling and dealing of everyday capitalism and is the
embodiment of the so-called “national interest’ has gone by the

boards,

Under the first doaft of the Tory
Govermnment s Compankes Bill (which
never became luw becouse the Goyer-
ament resigned the Cesen might
e el Lo reveal her financial hold-
mgs. The Bill required nominees to
disclese the true identitics of the
shareholders they represented if
thelr holdings rose above 5% of a
company, The prevlous fipure of
10% had encouraped a saries of sec
ret manouevres for company take-
overs, amd led to sharp business prav-
lices that woere 8o blatanit that the
Tory Government had to denounce
them as the ‘unacceptable face of cap-
itakism’

But the Queen, second only to God
i the delence of all that is pure and
boly ~ the interests of the capitalist
elase — could nof be revealed up to
her neck In companies racking work-
crs and paying sweatshop wages, 4
‘solution” hod to be found, and duly
was An impreasive list of people and
instifutions, including the monarchy,
could be exempled from disclosing
their shareholdings at the discretion
of the Secrelary of State for Indusiry
in consultation with the Governor of
the Bank of England.

Lord Limerick, who was then Tory
Parlinmentary Under-Secretary ot the
Upariment of Trade and Indusiry,
congratulsted all concerned “on a neat
and defensible salution fo the prob:
kem of.... the Queen's privare share-
holdings.”

This dirty little episode raises im-
porianl goestiona, Alrendy big busi-
negs §E soreaming about Tony lenn's
Industry. Bl which may require firms
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ufiionid, even though these proposals
are hedped around with all sort of
restnicbons. The Government will
nol pass on informalion to workers
if it considers this (o be against the
‘mational interest’. A trade unionist
could receive & two-year prison sen-
tence of an unbimited fine for pass-
tng on Lo his worknsates ®restricted’
informatioon,

Even so many finms and instilut-
ions will plead specinl circumstances
for withalding information under
these limited proposals

Unly the crganised workers' move-
ment has the power (o get to the bot-
tom of the whesling and dealing of
capitalist firms; shrouded in the mys-
tque of “buesiness secrecy'. Against
commercial secrecy, and in opposil-
ian o Labour's wsak-knesd plans for
*disclosure”’, the labour movement
musi mise the demand for the open-
ing of the books of the monopolies
and the banks to workerg' Inapection.

All the feoes ol capitalism are un-
ucreplible. By better undestanding
it. the workers' movement will ba
mode able to quickly potan  snd Lo it
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Bnti- Amercanism isn't the answer—British bossas s o betinr

IMPERIAL
We say:
‘Nationalise!’

HE INEYITAELE LOBEY OF
parliament was made. The local
MPs waxed indignont. The anlen
leaders expressed thels suityble gnd
appropriate disgust, But on Thioes-
day, 200 February — one day ahead
of schedule—ihe Litton management
still dosed down the Impertinl
Ty pewriter faclories nt Leicester
amd Hull

Meanwlhiile Mr. Benn bas told ghe
wiorrkers that they have his “sympa-

The ket wesk of February has arrived, but we still need snother £186.00. Losds
sant i o waloome £40 et wesk, Coford cama aerces with a “tennes” and York

raised £10. 75,

silenco—and that will not pay the printer. Sheffield, Birmingham, Lisempood,
Erighton have abso bean conspicuous by their stssmes Mo dowbt they hess seme-
thing speckad in mind-—perhops they sre doubling their donations thif menth!
FManchester have sent In two part-payments, ot are sl a bong way shaet of
their targat. A numiber of London branches heve still to cough sp, but they
ohwiously intend to dellvar the money parscnally This weak.
| The addrass, just in cass yvou forget, i 192 Pantonville Road, Lanelon B9

| |
|
‘ From Glasgow, Edinburgh snd Aberdesn thers hae been anly an aminous

iy which is muther touching. but
does not put any bread on their
tables.

Crver 300 workers teapooded to the
cloann: of the Hebdes Brad morks in
Hull by aocupyiog the factory, This is
cirtainky the st step in the fight to save
jabe, but maires the question wist is the
rext sten®

The Kiea o & warkers' co-opemative
& pedling support amaengsi a number of
the wogkess, But dbds cannol answer the
pratlem lar the Imperial workcers, Al-
thowgh pur foreard a5 3 meand of s
Jabis, it wondd in Gl lead ba wackings and
redundangies, this time carmied oot by g
warkforee itsclf,

The Seottisa Dely Fxprevs, when &
resaees wnler g warkers’ cosperatiie,
will have pedued il labous force By
15 per cent. Warkers at Triuniph, Med-
den anly mof Beim's apreement to s=t up
5 coppentive by accepting thot prodias-
tan wauld po spby B per cenl, wois
b ke below Ehe aversps for-that area,
gl the workfarce slashesd from 1,750
tor S0
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incensed at the mckings. Littons, an B

Amepican-based company, cladined Dl
Uside Bestsh [Foms Jost L35 millkon aver
the luxt twa yenrs But If Is common
knowladpe thal Littons fdidled the books
to pet this figare, delibemicly Axlnp low
poices for exports to their Amedbcan
cimnpamies. A Jost m Britun then spel
u big profif in the U'SA hoame-based
O paning.

‘BRITISH BOSS

Thix has predoced o wawe of aintk
Ammericaniam, wilh werken: stnssing that
“we are British’, When the Hull facto-
ry wad omcupled ey even flew the
Union Jack over the plant. Bot what
makes @ workers’ cooperabive unsound
applies equally to any British capitabiss
taicing over the firm, And British cpils-
lizts ke dfieir American counterparts am:
npf 0 bualees o gave workers' joba
Imptrinl om it owen without the Litkes
Interrstional sales retwork, i3 3 noge
starter. Tvpewriter produclion reqguines
a wordd rnn.r]-:uimd the d'.n'jn-rli:l,ni
British markcer of 90000 mackines per
yeae woalld nod be sulBicient.

A workens' cooperative of a British
copitalist fnm woukl lawe to introduce
cnodious prodisctivity incresses and
ke o dmstic reduction o tbe labour
{ogee fo gurvive in the capitalist marst
Ta ewiteh to the growing Beld of electric
meslels would pegudne massive capital
levestment which, in view of the nassow-
ness of the Britah market aod_the
aliarp werld competition, Iooks 2 pallid
prospect

By accupying the Hull Faclory the
worker have caphared dhie best point to
etart tarpaining fram, But that coonps
iiom oust begin from the asgump ton
that the frsd pricrity is keeping jobs,
ot prowiding a viable capitalist eoterprise
for the Labaur {xremment.

NATIONALISE

To save jabs the Eabour Govwemment
malst b foreed Lo oationalise Imperial
vithout compensntion. Bud the struggle
cansot siop there The other ty pewriter
aril business machine glants, Lke
Ciliyedti ard Olympin whe hetwesn them
produce ahout 240,000 imodels o year,
sl also be nationatised,

By building seliderity amongst the
diffesent workbarces the flzhi can be
viom to smve jebs By adopting oiopian
schames of workers' coopemtives of
peacing for some ‘nice” Eritizh bos to
Atop do und ave the fing e workers will
fuanain divided. Either of thess twa
scheniey will simpdy irvobes leaving
inaliers to competitlon in the capitalist
muarket, and workers can only josé oul in
il wne,
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Ehappay SHEE BHERIDAR 1LY

-
BEHIND

WE ARE VERY PFLEASED ra mark
yihiy improvement in American-Sovied
rel., | mean Anglo-Soviel relations.”
Wigh this rather undiplomatic blun-
der, the Soviet Communist Party
Secreiary, Leonid Brerhneyv, made
chear his real pre-occopation during
the five days of playving host to Wil-
smi mmed Callaghan.

For the British Labour lcaders,
e loadly heralded wisit marked the
emd of an era of ‘cold war relations
Setween Hritoin and the USSE. The
menid widely publicised ouicome of
i kmlks (ihe provision of £1 billkon
ol credits for Sovict imparts {Tom
Beuuin ) did not fail 1o aroiese soamne
spiteful sugpestions that Wilsdn hed
gt @ bousy deal for Botish capital
baf mo one has sugeested thai Wil-
wm b done .u:f.-ll'ung olher than
beng Whitchall's “eastern policy’
mito hme with those of the other
sl impertalisn countries

Sod that the famous “detente”
bt eers omperialmm aid e Soveel
besvssiracy bas been going afl that
mmoothly. Wilson's vaill colncided
with the firsl appearance of Hrews-
sew aiter more than six wecks ab-
e, recovenng [rom a US Prade
S8 that offered a paltry 5 344
million credifs, whilst attempting
o direcily regulate Soveet eomigrat-
e policy. Apparently, the Kremlin
e mow decided thal it has no al
praalive bul to confinue irying to
fofoe LIS imperialism inlo & “co-0p-
erative” frame of mind
PROBLEMWMS

IThe problems fucing the Soviel
sconomy &re resl enough, and will
marprise only those who bedieved
the claim of some years ago thal
the “democratic world market' cen-
tred on the Soviet Union was ab
oul 1o assert |18 independence from
the world economy and achisve a
E;‘h:'[ productivity of labour Lhan
the United States. By the times of
ihe 245h Party Congreesa in 1971, it
was igppoasible any longer to keep
wp this reactionary bursoucrutic
dream of a “socialist fortresa’ against
the world economy, its results wemn
di=ar: mofation from the latest dov-
elopments in worlid fechnology and,
consequently, permanent - backward-
pesd in key areas of the economy,
mescapable bottlenecks and low
labour productivity due to the isal
ption of Sowviet industry foomn the
world division of labour; repeaied
shortages of consumsr goods as res
oarces wete diverled Tor the ocon-
Baal modfernisztion of heasy ind

WOMEN'S DAY
FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL

PUBLIC MEETING

Friday Feb. 28 7 30pm
Conway Hall,

Red Lion Square W |

Spedkoers include women from

Fiegl Weskly 27 February 1978 Pam 7

Tt hundrui people marched #n
istinglon last Saturday against the
presence of Enoch Powell on the plat-

-form of an anti-EEC masting.

...while in Leeds

Botdes, chains and a hammer. Thess
were [ weapons. laken ooan ang
racis] mecting in Leeds by membsas of
the fascusl Nadonal Froag

Cin Suniday 16 Pebroary al 3 miebing
called by the Burley 'ﬁ'l.l;d. labour Party
Lo dligcu thae Bl agalnst tecksm,
me-mbers af the audivnds nodiced that
four members of the %F were prisenl.

The asdience off Labaar Farly
councllurs, Lalkour Pasty neidbees.,

WILSON'S MOSC

WskTY

The 1970 workers’ uprising in
the Podmh Baltee pofis againsh an
mcrease in food prces threw the
bureaucralic repgtmes of Euastern
Eompe into a pamic, They were
suddenly faced with & popular
demand (o make good then prog-
ez of 4 rise in the living stzndarnds
of the masses

The imporiance of “defeaie’ in
Soviel economic poalicy really dates
Freami basic rethinkKing that ook
slace around this Gme. Mo longer
ablke Loy hide Irom the world econ-
omy, the Brezhney leadership set
ol B restructure Soviel imdustry
through collabortion with the
technodogically advanced capitalist
countries, prancipally the Unifes
States. Of course, the building of
guch links does not i ilsell wezken
the foundations of the Soviet work-
ers state, and any attempt io reir-
eat imto isolation would only mske
things worse

However, the closer the LUnks be-
coine, the grealer id the ditect, day-
to-day pressure of the one sysiem
on the other. Conlrary [0 the imog-
inings of Brezhnoy, the “defente’ is
not 8 step forward in the process |
ol co-operation belween nalions, bul
one particular phase in the struggle
belween imperialEm and the plan-
ned economy. The U8 credits need-
ed for the expanzion of trade threat-
en more gid more o chme with all
gorts of strings attached. Just before
Wilson lelt for Moscow, it was rep-
ofted thet the crestion of Soviet-
Westeérn joint business venturcs was
under discussion for the first time,
amd an increased penelralion ol Lhe
Soviel cconomy scems to be one of
the major aims of US bnperialism
in future negotiations.

15975 i the last year ol the cwrr-
gl fivesyear plan, and it slready
e cigar thal many of the orig
inal fappets will not be meet, partic-
ularly in the held of consemer
goodds. For the first fime, the next
plan will be drawn op on the basis
of the expecied availability of cap-
ital from the West Bul 1 i st
possibiz that the golossal Siberian
ensrgy project will have (o be ab-
andoned. In any cuse, the key rolke
ol US capital is clear an all sides,
and explaing that slip of the tdngue
of Brezhney, -

The develapmenl of ‘detente’ &
the most sirtking proof of the fm-
pussibility of budding socialism in
ane countey, of in one “blog”, What
the Sovied Buresucracy bas conclod-
ed frome this, however, is merely the
need Tor albkround lieks with the
wirrld vapitalist scopomy, which il

pieenig us a panzces for present ills

At the sume time, il exiends the
hand of *collaboration” with U5
imperialism into the sphere of world
politics. Such an offer will no
doubl be taken up in Ford's hour
of need, oniy o be tomed against
Lie Soviet Union itself o1 a later

B Lape.

US-5ovict links cupress the facl
that no isolited portion ol Lhe
warld can contaln the productive
forces of modem technology. Al
every point, however, they also
cxpress the basic antigonsm bel-
ween the fwo world systems. Omly
the working oul of @ single socialiag
plan for the whole worid will he
capahle of onganising production
harmoniously on an inlernalional
srale. Bul Lo reach that goal reg-
wires entering the road ol struegle
to break down che partition of
Furope and Lo realise s soclkaliss
siffication Buch o unilicialion

o’ b

sacl ay the IME and the Commuomnst
Party ceriaimly did nof seeany need fo
have racists thugs like NEF menthers at
guch a mecting. The fascists wers (old
o Jeave.

Although the MEF leadors like i
creale the Impression that they ane not
an crgamisuliom of faacisi holignns
thise Four worthies did nol see any aeed
1o keep up such & false pretence.

Out camee theit chaims, botiies ancd
ome worthy brandished o hammer. O
i way out of ihe meeting—which wes
hiedd i the Belle ¥ee Community
Centre- they bumped mio an Indian
child wha is six years old. She was
atteruling some otier function in the
buahling.

Bt that did nod deter the fascists
Alter atl she has 2 black skin se on e
way down ihe staics dwy stmock the
chihl-

Again the NI has given a clear
demonsteation af its opealy Lascist
characies and members of the Leeds
Ishour movement will be intensifyving
dheir Gight to drive them ofll Uee aireets.

VISIT

would relicve the countrie:s of Easi-
e Edrepe lrom thele solation, bul
wonild also challenge the Eu|'.'|.|l.'-|.'l:-'~.|
and power of the present bureas-
cratic rulers of the warkers slales,
apd will therefore be firmly resisted
by them and by Lhise Conimumist
partics throughout the world that
are Tpihiful o them.

Apsinst the fake unity of capi-
alist Burops, the socalisls musl in-
sist on the need for a United Soc
infist States nf Bwrope. e workers
of Eaareen BEurope belong in the
front line of thal sirdggele, winch
las been abandoped and saholaged
by Lheir lemdens, They will ool
fiod any inspirotion for thal strugele
in the ‘pew e’ of friendship proc-
lalmad by Wilson and Erezhner from
the Kremlin,

Joas Caraanwiiod

still on!

The bleck of Rolls-Royce
Hawker Huntar jet engines dest-
imed for Chile was aofficially lifted
a month ago: & feet duly noted
by the London Financis' Times
and the Chilean £ fdercuno as a
sign that in Britain "the anti-junta
feeling was weakening'.

LUnofficially, however, the black
conbinues thanks to the proletarian
imtarnationalism of one section of
workers in the East Kilbride plant.
Thesa workers must receive tha
encouragement and solidarity of
the rest of the British trade union
movemenl, i they are not to hec-
ome isolated and wictimised. Mora
imporiantly, tha trade wnion move-
ment nationally should publicise
the fact that the black conthnues,
and call for its reimposition as the
official policy af the ALEW,

Trades Councils and trade unlan
brandhes should follow the exam-
pla of the East Kilbrida Trades
Counell, which has called a public
meeting in solidarity with the
black, and should send resolutbors
of mippart to the Shop Stewards
Committes at the Rolls-Royeos fact-
ory in East Kilbride -taking their
cue from local Communist Party
membaers in the area who hava
been anxious to work with other
militants to maobilise support for
the Rolls-Roves workers, and nat
from the: national CF and the nat-
ional Chile Solidarity Carmpaign,
which have lot the officlal boyoott
fall by mainiaindng an attitwde of

Etudlad indifferance. y

Maudling returns to Tory front bench

I"NE GOT A KNACK
EoR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

STUDENT FORUM
PLANS FOR ACTION

140 STUDENTS from all over
Britain mel in Brmingham kst
Sunday at the "COpen Forum®
called For by the IMG earier this
term.

For then, and the militEnis they
represent in the volleges, the
Mational Linion of Soudents faces
a crisis of lepdership, The atm of
the Forum was fo try and establish
soime minimal basis for anity
arouind Lhe forthooming NUS
cxecutive elections and othei
uclivities in MUIS campaizns,

' stuckents argued that the
demornlisation that many militans
and the miss of students feel in the
grants campaign is<duae fo the pre-
senl Broad Lefl legdenmsbip. In o
siluption where the college
anthorilies are playing Tor high
stakes- their money—students
hiave lownd it dafficull Lo win cone
cessiong, Of the 140 collepes toking

direcl aclion last term those making
gains could be nwinbered on two
hamids The protes] poditics of Lhe
Comnmnist Party and its front. the
Broad Lell, are Lolally insutTicienl.

Al Slewarl, leading mcmber of
the Broad Left, wold the last natio-
nal conference in Movember [hat
the grenis compaign “stood on the
verge of tofal victory”, I only it was
sor ey @5 this latter-day Colonel
Custer would have sludents belicve,
Presumakly victorny was so close
that it was aol even nocessany o
call B national reni sirike, [nstcad
the 23 rent strikes that have oo-
curred have been allowed [o lan-
guish in isolation from eschootlser
with no national coardination.
Mioves are alecady being macde at
Eprrey Upiversity by theautho-
rilies Lo tako lepal petion, Bul whai
defence has the natlopal unicn
prepanzd?

By not pregacing stodents for the

sweeping nature of the cuts in edu-
cation spending, especially lhe spaie
ol college mergers, the CP have left
the campaign wide opei. I1 8 not
surprising that af fhe Llandudno
conferemce the Young Liberals will
be standing in the election:, as will
the *Radical Action Groap' who
openly sy thot students, like the
rest of gociety, mudt sk a cut in
liwing standurds,

It is only by spaking it clear that
the crisis belongs Lo cspitatizm and
that students and the working class
tefuse o pay for il that the picfalls
of the right and Broad Lefe can be
avodded. With the nuthorities taking
a toagh Hse, support from the
working cluss is crucial, Joint cam-
cainpaiens nuast Be built with other wor
kers hit by the cuts in the NS or
other sectorsof education, Local and
arca campaigns of direct action,
coordinaied nul'iu11.al|3,-. can bicak
the isolaticn and demaoralisation

ithal exist toaday. But that i8 not
chough. Students face a real problem
with inflation. Mot only do they
need o higher grant, bl this has 1o
be defended against inflation,
burning a hole through their
pockets. The only solution i= a
sliding scale of grunts, tied booa
student cost-of-living index. This
would immedistely compensaie siud-
enis for the effects of daing prices.

The MLU% and the [rish stadent
undon were to laanch ‘o rmagor cam-
paign boend the ovil of intemment,
to culminote in ‘2 mass gickal
of thousands this Friday » ihe
Home Office, This was how the
Morning Srer ol 1T January dason-
Tl Lhe NUS campaign on Ineland,

So importanl was This casipaign
thal the Scottish KUS, controlled
by the CF, decided nol Lo take
up ol all. But worse: the 'picket of
thapeands’ was collest off! The
police decided they wors not very
keen, a3 it offended some statule
ahot hanners within a ouble of the
Huouse when it = in session, Mot
wishing to shatter the gquiet Farlia-
meniury muline, the Bxecutive
agreed to cancel the picket,

The realily of the matter is that
tee Broad Left could noi cope wilh
e campaken politically. Thes
inzistence on colling the republicans



IRELAND

Sectarian violence
hits new peak

The campaign of sectarian vielence
against the minority in the north
of lreland reached new levels Tas
woek when the Siarry Flough. and
MeVeighs Har, both frequented by
republicans, were bambed wil hout
warning, leaving one dead and 25
senoisly injured.

The bombings follow 8 period
that has seen @ sleady moreass in
the number of random shootings, the
el bulk of the victims heing Catho
lic-workers. This period more or less
coxincides with 1he Prove ceasefire
Why n (his =0, and who is responsi-

ble?
CATHOLIC MORALE

The seciunan violence that has
flared Intermittently since ithe full
af the Sumningdale sgrecement 15 &
key loctor in breaking the muorale
andd determination of the anti-Lnion
papilaiion, This is vary necessary
to force the larier ino pasive
accepiance of the rencwaed
Lovalist ascendancy likely to come
iroun Lhe Constitutional Convention.

Increased army harassment, bead-
1D g the RLIC, and cOntinuing
sectanan horassment by para-military
thugs therefore go hand-in-hand
There sre obvicusly still plenty of
s ful results to be achieved iy the
interests of Britlsh imperialism, even
within the framework of (he cease-
fire

Ihete 8 much evidence (o show
that amongat | he Lhiggery of the
parsd-malilary Protestaniy, ihe Briish
army b abao bica of ok o the
form of the SAS MEF, and the
Unter Frerdom Frghtory” wihbos
thr oyaint dnown ndeed the
spysienos Captees Black ' of the
claimed rexponsibubiny for

bombings,
LOYALIST TENSIONS

I b festansn campaign slso
mriwcis the gowsy lemdon g
Tranbratom withes ihe boyaln
camp, particularly between the
pars-military groups fike the LVF,
LUFEdA atid Red Hand Comimand 0,
and Lhe fur coal bogade’ of polit
ing likis Paisbey, Wesd und Craig,

The demands of the pard-military
Ioroes were dramatiealiy highlighted
last week when |3 of their leoders
forcibly invaded a me ting of the
United Llster Unionist Coumsc amd
called for much greater nvalvement
of tlekr proups in the working oot
of loyalisl policies, To give the de-
mand greater welght, they threatened
booest up B provisional ghvernmen
themielves, and also fo asassingie
anyane af the meeling whao opposed

“temrorists’ raised the guestion: ' Then
wity do you wont $o cnd intern-
ment? The decizion io adopt o posi-
tion of plased withdrawal, roiber
than “troops out now', concedes
that the troops have some tghl bo
te there, The Executive’s stated
readimeds Lo adopt cither probestant
or catholic internees muddles the
isue of why intermment was intro-
dized,

Because the IMG and wililants
at the Cpen Forum see the impor-
tance of studenly taking up the
Irish tsioe ond the demand for
‘Lrinps oul now' we are in favour
of & picket oo Friday, This will
takie place outside che Trish Tourist
nnd Government offices in Rarkeley
Street between 12 and 1,30,

The militants in the Lpen Forum
discuszed and selected & plaliorm
and alate for the next NUS confe-
remee excollve elections. (The
platform will be printed in these
colimng next week, § All sgpreed that
It was necesary to capitalise on Uhe
leadership the revolutionan: left
ag won in the colleges and transiate
that at & wational Jevel, That is why
& pkajor uspeet of the revolutionamy
slate gt the conferonce will be foo
unlty of independent socialisks and
the for left in srtion around various
meies. such B8 thae Frich ndclral B de

them

Ul danger {hal Ehese currents
might get lotally out of hand—thos
opening the way Lo a cvil war-which

could bring the stnactures ol Linpe-
ralist domimation i Ireland crshing
down—is what'lies behind a new
emphass in the British press on
boyalsl gangsterism’, It is ool Chal
the lovalists hove suddenly god
pasner - merely that wlile il was once
conveni=nt (o turn g hlind eye o
their activilies, they are now Uhneal-
ening lo become & real thorn in (he
side of imperialism's present plans

For the moment, howewer, Lhe
loyalist factions have come 1o an
agrecment thal the ani-1inionisis
can only regard a8 ombnous. A secret
committes involving the para-military
thirgs and representatives of Lhe
UL has becn set up, and bwo
camdidates from the former fraction
have been agreed fordbe coming
elections,

o T ‘
Clearing rubbile from the Starry Plough

For the MNorthern Ireland Secretary,
Mertyn Rees, the coming perind
muesl be 3 wery delicate balancing
wt. Hopiag the confuion within
the mimcyily will resull in al-gal
backing for the SDLP and relying
-of Lhe squabbling within the Protes-
tants to provide n chance for the
growth of 8 ‘moderate’ wing, he
bhopes the Convenlion will produce,
ml Lost, 5 siabhidfnation of the situation

Thee diwistons within the loyalists
may only increase, but on one pojni
there % complets agrecmenl — thal
the Convention mist bring about &
firm loyalsstl wscendancy. Sueh is
their dedication to this “ideal that
the UUTC even rejected Recg offer
o vigil the Metherlands to see
powershanng in aclion

It 5 rthis determinstion thal will
ultimately destroy Hees' dreams of
3 "moderste bloc’, and @ e ance
agnin the complete impossbility of
solving the divisions of the Cathalic
and Protestant working cless within
e framework of British imperis-
list rule.
1 [V _-|= -'|l|.' I-\:|':|:.',~\I

regrattabbe that the IS refuse such
united work especially since n single
revolationory slave in the NUS
elections could really hegin to
challenge the domination of 1he
Ercad Left reformist leadership,
The activity that has been orga-
nised from the Forum & a siep
lorward, We hope ihat the repre-
sentatives of the I8 who attended
the Foruwm will go back and recon-
sider their position. The beginnings
of stirringd on the student right and
Lhe demoralisation in MUS cam
raipns does nol weaken just thi
Brozad Lefl, bt the whole of the

P ey

4

The Tories’
new spokesman

THE APFOINTMEN I of Alrey MNeave
s the Tores' pew Morihern Ireland
spobiesman is not likely to bring
much relicf to the internees, despite
his fame & “the mon who escaped
from Colditz’.

Meave has close connections
with the British milivary esiohfish-
mant, anil his selection is bound Lo
atrengthen the hand of chose like
Monday Clubber John Biggs-Duvisan
who want to leeak with e Labour-
Tory bi-purtisan Teish policy fo fhe
Apht, and openly suppoit the loyal-
isis.

Fhe Convention electbond, now
scheduled for the end of April,
will slmost certalnly produce an
unti-pawersharing majority, The
presare will then be on from the
army, backed by the Tory right,
to hamsmer the Catholic ghettos and
then hand ower to g new Stormont-
slyle sectarian regme,

Brge-Davison, ¢ hairman of the
Towries” Morthern freland Parliamen-
tary Commities, i a messige to the
newly formed Morthern Ireland
braach ol the Monday Club, apenly
championed this policy. The chair
man of the branch & James Moly-
nesux, leader of the Unionkets wi
Westminster. Sir Kedih Joseph's
newly foomed but influentizal Centre
fior Political Studies s also known
to take a similar hard line.

Gn the Laboue side o growing oum-
fier ol MPs are known tosupport ioop
withdrawnl, which also culs across
preset Croveinmenl slrategy. So
Reai may well find the ground
slipping fronn ander his fecr, The
splits is not a comfortable postare,
and e will be I'orced to iJ'"E' ane
way or the other. Only by building
B mEsElve Iroops ool provemmednl
in Lhe working class can we make
sure winch wavy
albErt Lo

lefi, including the 15 The refos-
gt hesld over the MUS cannat be
combatted by sich revolutionary
argunisation alone. IF independent
socialiats and the revolutionares
Urede for variods inttintives or
arcund minimal edecton program-:
mes, then the mass of students
could be shown that a naal, alierna-
tive leadership exists Militants
attending the Dpen Forum are con-
vinced that only when that oceirs
wall the MUS sfogan of “agitate.
educate and vrganise’ take on any
real meaning

Rigk Sissons

Surrey rent strikes conference

Simce the start of term smodends al
Surrey University have been on
rédl strike. The Viee Chancellor
hns mow decided that enougl is
enough ond is threatening 400
sbwdents will summonses.

The student union 15 resisting
Lhix unprocedented artack, kaow-
ing that the authorities can ohlgin
the summensces I they wish, by
mounting & pelitical campaign of
defence and calling for national
SUPROTE.

Many messapes of suppare have beeiy
received, and the NUS hag apreod to pay
tle I::;_;ul x:-um:. !.'iul. wha_r isvrtal is rhe

dulonce campaips of nadienal propuor-
tona Any defeat for 5 ool strke will
b a wiakening of Lve whnle grants
cumpinlpe Tlest is why alf studonts
onusd duefend the Surcey rent stvike, amd
Pz Bl ™S B launct o notsaml
Lulr:piﬁl_:n arsund (s and the ather
end Alrikes
Surrey Wrudents coukd ikl wait for

the whwels of the MLS in Endsléich
Slroet oo har, and bave valksd a confe
rence o higher educa Uon and rent
itrikass an 2 Mugele Al sedicpes on rend
strike, i Lhoss others who suppor

i rent strikers thould send pppresenta-
tives. Funther information from: The
Presidend Surmew Lindversite Studemtst
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Much ado about
nothing?

After two days of uprear in the House of Commons, Tony Bean's
Industry Bifl, which scte up-the MNational Enterprize Beard and
extablishes the principle of planning sgreements between capitalist
firms ond the Governmend, finally inade it through its Secord Resicling.

It has heen bemoaned by the Confederation of British Tnd ustry a8
the death knell of privaie enterprise; as ‘sheer imesponsibility’ by the
chalrman of Unilever Limited; and as the hepluning of Marsian
socialism in Britain by some Tory MPa.

But the basic thinking behind the creation of the National Enter
prige Board is the saote that bes governed the sclions of sucecssie
Governments, both Lubour and Tory, since the cnd of the Second
World War, British industry is massively undei-invested and poody
equipped, relying on ever more archaic machinery and processes while
naving te face up td the inlense pressures of internationn! capitalise
competition. The only source for the masive amounts of money
needed for the "regeneration of British industry’, 1o use Benn's phease,
is the atale,

One of the main functions of the new Bill will b to prooiote *recr-
ganization’ in industry. The last Labour Government's experiments with
recTganization led to a wave of redundancies. 10,000 jobs were leat in
the IRC-promoted merger of the General Electric Company and Eng-
lish Elecoric alome,

Wilson and Edmund Dell, the Paymaster Genaral, have gone out of
their way Lo re-assure big busines thal wholesale natlonalisation is nog
» the aim of the Mational Enterprise Boanl. Indeed, the likely appodni-
% ment of the hard-nosed capitalist Don Bvder as the head of the NEE
* should have seotched any fears on tis painl. A it is the NEB will be
# bmited in most cases to posessing 30 percent or £10 million of the
# whare value of any one company, :

#  The main fear of capitalise spokesmen i that information which

# they may be forced to revezl ko the Government and irade unions

% could be used by workers to disrupt plans for future redundancy

# and elosures, But the Bill Is hedged round with restrictions which allows
% the Governmedt to slop information going to the trade unions if this
# is agmnst the so-called “nationnl interest]. Furthermore, if a trade umioe
¥ mist did reveal ‘resiricted” information, under Clause 26 af the Bill ke
¥ Could face fwo yvears lmprisonment.

» So why all the fuss? When genn introdeced the Bill s Parlinment
% he was at pains to explain it was not 3 “Trotzkyist nightmare’. By

¥ witich no doubt he meant thst the Bill would go no further Lhan

* mutual exchange of information between indugtiry and the Govern-
ment, and would not lead to widespread cabls for opening the books
and workers’ control in industry, No doubt what the capitalist class
fears is that ln a period of economic brisis, when wholesale chopping
of the workforce will b= needed in onder to ‘rationalise” indusiry snd
survive, such a dynamic could develop,

However capitalist industry nécds massive injeetions of state capital
This is why the more far-slghted sections of bl business, such as The
Ecamomird, beliove thal more stringent safeguurds of business secrecy,
and not oulrighi opposition to the Bill, is more sensible,

For the workess' movement the lessons of the Indusery Bill sre the
same. The capitalist state only intervenes in industry o defend the
averall intareste of the ruling class. Even il profitable firme wers
nationalised this wiould only benefil the working class il the nitionaliss-
Hon plins were monilored at overy stage by trode union represenibs-
fives o ensere this was not done al the expenss of the worker and was
ned sabotaped by capitalist manageoent

A fully-Tedged system of workers' control wauld be nezegsary. The
cornrdination of this sysiem of workers® control between Induslries
waolald involve not ‘plinning sgresments’ betwesn cagtalist Firms and
the Government, but the workers orpanisations drawing up a workers'
plan for the whole economy and putting an end to capitalist anarchy,

e L EEE SRR R E S s R R SRR R R R S

E e B L R TR N R R g,

-
]
»
L3
3
*
3
o
»
-
-
*
*
L 3
*
»
L 2
*
L 3
*
3
*
*
3
¥
*
*
*
*
 J
*
&
*
*
*
*
*
=
%
L g
*
*
*
*
*
*
E 3
*
*
*
'*.
*
*
k2
*
&
3
"
»
*
w
L 2
¥
*
*
L 3
»
»
*
*
*
*
*
E 4
L3
&
L 3
»
*
»
’.
*
=

R R L R T N T R e

(Estrd) ¥O0HENLS NHOr ooy



|

s
I

TR RS ESSSSETE S AT g Rg—

-

e T

FETE D B AR PLAT | S |

PORTUGUESE-BRITISH LINK-UP | YT T

TO FIGHT MULTINATIONALS

)

D&z Corraia

AMOMG THE WORST perpetratons

ol ecomomic ssbotage in Poriugal

today are the big mualii-national

coimpamies, many of which are

bomschold mames o Heitish workers
well: ITT, Plessey, Timex.

These companies came fo Porl-
mpal for only one thing —cheap lab-
our. Mow that they have dilficaliy
geiting it they are determined oo
break the power of the Porfuguess
WorKmg class, even if it means
wTecking the entive ecunomy.

Last week two delegales from
the Portuguese workers' councid of
ihe Elecommunicalions mult-nation-
sl Pesey vimited Brtain o confer
wilh iheir commdes on the Plesey
Side Coordineting Comioiitios 1o
s country. Alterwands al a
P conference in London orpanised
by the Porfugueie Worker Coardin-
sismgy Commuities, the iwo delegaisas,
Demis Correia and Fermanca Foriun
s, sietched 5 byl bestory ol
Firseys aciivitiss in PMorfugal and
dncussed ihe current strugeles in
wihiich they sre imvolved.

Plessey armived in Postupal after
i endd of the war, but only sl up
| produclion opetalions {telephone
maemblvy) in 2 serious woy-in the
mid “50s. Ten years later they tran
wlerred Lheir ‘moirix’ ( minialune
compuler-componcnis) assembly
work from Brlain (o Porlugal

FARADISE

Ax Denie Oogreis pointed out,
Portugal under fascism was ‘o par
dise for the mult-nntionals’. By pay-
g just a8 Little higher than local
mdusity, Phessey wis able To pel
all the labour it necded — and siill
gl 8 rock botlom price.

In L2 matrix depariment wagess
were-d liny bil higher —but working
conditions atrocious. The wortk way
s dalicate that it had to be corried

e e e s s e e e e e e o o e ek e sl e R

SEXISM AND EDUCATION Canfeience
Seturday 1 March ar Moreinghem Teachers
Cantra, Cranines Strest, Mottingham,
Workshoos inclwde: waman and the
ImRChing unions; neeeeris books snd
BERChang malerils; gay oppression and
education; Working Warman® Cher s

N sducatinn. Creacha and acoommods-
tion avaslable. Fegistratian, inctuding
Seoutnon papers, Sl lpodiel drdurs,

o payabile 1o T, Pamplinl fram 18
Corporation Oakes, Mammimgham

TWATIONALISATION and Wi kes Carn
irod - tlee Crisiz in the Car | nduscry,’
Bimmingham 184G pablic mesting, with
spemasers 2ol Papaington 1HAG Kational
Secretary] und MG caraorkes: from
Cowaliy. Sunday 2 March at 7,200 m,

i Digheth Civic Hall, Lecturs Thestrs 11,

BENGALI FRIEMDS in Furege and
Eisewhare, fof Bangeli bocks and Srars
Dl Bepials |Forar il Indarratiors! paperd
ponmel; Bengall, cfo Internaticnalan,
Bow 3274, 1035 Smckhaim, Sweden.

ALl I.|-.'|J|:',r 4 microscope-{ tenye Lore-
&d disoribed i as “crocheting under
i microscope |, and the women
dodng this job, unprotecred by any
form of safely fows, were Tulbiessly
expluited by the company. Forced
1o wark lonp hours wilhout a break
undsr mlense supervision, ey hacl
i meel 0 high production norm
witkeh was enforced by the smple
device of sacking those who didn’t
fuldill it

After 25 April things chunged
dramatically, The Plessey workers
wire now ahle o organse themselwes
Erroug s Lthe oantry wnd cris
the workers' councll 1o represent all
Meescy workers
elected from gl depurlmenl, OTC-
speciive of craft or unien 1

At the same lime 2 hugt wave

Lk

wilh delepates

YIRS

claswhiere in the company but S00
wers still lefi. Thelr case was
proonptly taken up by the workers
crancil, 'who ook the position
thut the problems of any group ol

4
workers ware 4 concern of the enrire

by
Chris Balfour

warkiorce. Itiey point oot thet
miosd ol The Temdining matltix
e have poor gyeaiehl (some are
dlirost blmd) becauss af the cond-
ilions ander which they kave had
o work, and would lind it nlmost
imposkible 1o get work clsewhers.
They héve therefore tngisted that all

WikrE-

“We went o maks prodiects that will snrich Parfugs! E.l'\_.,l rthasa Plaszey MEH

ol workers slruggies forced Lhe
Gorvermment (o implement & pakiry
mintmum wags of TF33 week, Bul
even dhis misemable sum represented
B AnCreEss of more Chan S1% Tog
Plessey — 30 they immediately hegan
tor plead poverty, and started alk-
ing atroul having (o shud down op-
erations and lay off workers.

First on thalr lisl was the ipalnx
depariment which, they said, was
producing an ‘obselate’ product gnd
wus under Tire from the intermational
ccononuc crisie (The Plessey work-
ers in Pariogal have recently bhearnd
from their Botish comrades thar the
firsk parl of Lhis ¢laim & animoe;
in nny event, neither problam has
préevenled Mesey shifting matrix
ordemns from Poriupgal to Malia)

Flessey managemenl “generously’
ol fered (v pay the matrix workers
| FE above Lhe lepally reguired red-
umidancy pay if they would go
guietly. Some 60 workers accepted,
pnd another 70 were redeploved

WH

COMFEREMNCE OF RADICAL Scholor of
Saviet and Egel Eurojsan Stodies, 30
Flrch in the Students” Unian, Binming
P Universioy. "Afier the Howolutbon?
Dilernmas af Pragress in Soviet Fussia”
Lengili Tromm CASSEES, 26 Lonsdabs Fliosd,
EBirmingham 17.

"THE COMBADIN MARKET wid tha Cap
talist Crisis”. Lewiisham MG poblic mest-
ing, Friday 28 Febroary ar o 2pm ac
Durtiard Town sl Moy Cross Road,
Landon SE14.

LEEDS CONFERENCE Against Cuts in
Social Expenaiture, B March ali ey a1
Katson Uollega, Spssa<wers Joar Mavnard
WP, pick IXShea [ T&E shoo staward, 15ings
Coflege Hospitall, GeolF-Fawcaln lesnat
arty Lesds Ares NUT], Chairmman: Trery
Jdacmaes IPresident Leeds SLEWI, Spansors
mcluds: Cakrcallors Ran Sedier and Jim
Soche AW Dhstrict Computten ; Lagck
Traves Council; Craberes% ckers AL ESY
Sops Siemurdy’ L-'.lrnrnlﬂcc NUPE o 3
IFaach; ATTI L |,,d||l||"\-|'| Comimii e Leadk
Py Srisdenes Lisar, Details frarm: Con
ference Secrotary, 21 Sissars Termee,
Leeds 14

negotialons must slafl (rom Lhe
pasiticn ol “no redundoncies —no
short tme working'.

Imatead of acéepring the BUTHTER
any's tale of woe shout ‘pdverse
inlernotional markes’. the workers
el up thedr own specinl commitder
designed [o study the possibility ol
manufectunng new predocts in the
Megmey fuclones instead of the
mairices. This came up with = lsi
of 51 items which they s oould
be produced in existing plants with
limited new bvvesinsent, emploving
all the existing worklorce and. rel-
ieving the Formuguss: cconomy of
thi need to bepor o nomber of
imporiant prodocts.

ECONOMIC POWER

But such a scheme was nol of
leIu_n.'-eil lo 1he mubti-naiional bosses,
sanes it would, in effect, reduce
thelr cconanmis power, an important
pirl ol which is based on the del-
iterate spreading of production
aeross palional boundaries, For

‘PUERTO RICO: Calany of the United
Stebes' —Lalk, slides, Tilw on Sunday,

3 Marcn at 230 pomo, Oeald House,
Harlay o Steas), Arintin [Dual tahek.

WOMEMN'S RIGHT TO CHOOSE: ALRA
dipen 7 Warch, Ypm—1mme Liste Theaore
Club, 1619 Loper St Martin's Lane,
WlE Tepkarts Blp 'rom Sally Hesrond
hdgh, NCCL, 186 Kinpgs Croas Hd, 9C1

188G GAY GROUP: ceatact 1. Rdills,
163 Waoodhouss Lare, Lesgs:,

'THE CRISIE OF STALIMNISM: Stirling
Plag wist Discusion Groug mresting with
speaker Adan Freeman (Glasgow MG,
Tis=ackiy 17 March gt 7: 30 pmin the
Cowsure Centre, Cowane Street.

H&aRAROW Socisist Woman Group pude
lic meeting an Wenen ard Health', fon-
day 3 March ar 8 pen En the Dhssen's Arres
Hare ot Waald High Street

TS ON?

example, in Portugal, Messey man-
ffpctures antire telephones —axcepl
for twi Eey compononts [he adl
and mmithpieces), which are inip
arted from Plessey factories alge-
where Ly Burope. Such a SEl-up
matkes it difficelt for the workers
or the state to control the mulk
nalinmuls, ance operalions in nng
couniry arg dependent on those
i amothar Mol surprisingly, the
Messey managament have steadfastly
refused o allow the manufacture ol
complete [elephones in their Poctug
neae factories

5o far no progress has boen made,
althaagl the wairy of the workforece
his prevented the sacking ol & single
matrix worker, cven though onky
LU actully have work to dooat the
maomment. This Friday o mags meeling
of Mlessey workem s planned to dis
cuss the way lToowand. Among the
mioves under discuession e & reim
position of the ban on mansgement,
the occupation of selected ports of
the company, and the possbility of
an allout sirike

TIGER

Whatever course Lhe Plessay
workers sin bark on, they will need
intermationnl supporl in ordet Lo
taned thia multi-naticmal tiger. Al
ready the management have been
up to thelr wsual tricks: they hayve
Hinezd o their Brilish t:l'.;:]l.:-:.rur:"':-
that sugport for the Portugeess
workers would prevent the shifting
of work from Porlugsl Lo Britain
and reaulc b pedundancies here

However the Huks teimg built
between the Porbeguese and Brtish
woarkers can now block such divisive
manoewetes, and ley che basis for
u coandinoled inlernational soralegy
that cun defend the mlerests ol
tork workforves, 1T that is dons
the day of judgemont for Plessey's
will be drawing closer —in Portngal
and in Eritain.

Fhotia: PETER HARRAP | Repart

Farllauda Fanumm
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History

Z MARCH, 1919 ¥ith the stort of
th= Firsl Blorld War i 7314, 18 See-

onddntrraational, Formead in 1285
aflfactivaly cudlapsad its makn pariss,
n Britzin, France ard Gearmaany, bei-
roped ohe winwking clss and their

own inlermationalist princiglss by dup-
porting cheir ‘own’ saliverclasses in the
inter imparialis) moss daughier which
tollonesed, Thawe small sectiong ol 1R
workers' mavement wahich appossd the
vear, Inciuding the Golsheviks in Russ
I, recoymised the noed o omalildich 8
neew Internatianal,

Alpgy the Russian Fioeatution In
15707, and as a result af the Influsce
and préstige this gave 1he Rusgizn
cammunist, Landn sad the Fossian
perly wiorksd hard te sstabdish |
Third (Comrieaisty Interrational,
by bimaking off genuinely revalucion
ary suctions of the wenrkars” fiowe
ment from thass thoroughly imsued
vl th sational chauvinisme On 2 Mareh,
1818, the fint sangress ol the Third
Fvternational mat

It iz significant thar Lasin s it
i neceEeny toosstablish ok Gy et
inal even at o tme wheAa mang ol s
1oothons were wea b a0 s Lo ek ta
efAntTalisg the revolu iorary exoercnce
of the world warkers' mosrrment, A
calloctreely slataratm ia lins Troes the
wnpy. Bsag naiag,

The Corrinzern remained the tocis
ared coriralsed Inaceishig O workd
ravolutiorary sirogles for five pozrs,
until Stalin's burcaucratic apparatos
ook over in the Sguiet Union and
lesgan 1o wss the Internatsonal & tha
regulator of Souiet tansign policy,
ratlsar then an & tool ta further mews
ctutions sewharn The decarmerits of
thie that five congresses donfain prob
abily the most sustsined s consist-
ent aplicatian of revsluticoary marse
imiry Tl ey,

SHEFFIELD RED CIRCLES: Ewaiy
Wedresday an 130 pomn. in the Lion
Hsted eoines of chie Wicker armd
Murgesry 3t.2,

DLFEND VICTIMISED TEACHERS!
Pkt Thursday 27 Fabriary, $pm, a3
County Fall, Loandar

FOR CHEAP RELIABLE (28 Typesatting
with Tagt turrrarcand phoise Carl or Martan
n @1-337 808Y

‘BLACK YOLTH Agginst Police Brutalicy”
tererlight demonstration and meecing a1
HM Prizan, Brixtan b e bh Aassnue at

G pm. Friday 28 Febrieey, Folldwess] by
jrablic mesting in Brixton Town Hagl, 7:30
pm Urgenizad by BLE, BLUFF, TBL, BCM,
TOM, Brirg battary torches for march.,

‘THE STATE, the Lawe and Irsland’:

niss parmphar by Stenes Cabwn peo-
dusd Tor Munchester MCCL — available
price Mo |plus B0 p&p) froem Bed
Braks, 37 Caleckmien Rgad, L ondon, N1

esesteoicok ek ok ook SRRkl

SURREY UNIVERSITY Fant Srrikn
Conference, & rust Ter all collages

arl revl strike and those supporting tha
grants campalon. Sundsy 2 Wearch at
Surrey Univenity, Guildford. Further
informaticn froem the Presidant, Stu
crmia Linian 104E53-G5017).

PAMPHLET on the strungle at Kant
Libasrsiny, Exceflant walue at B
Creers to Joanna Haynes, Keynes
Collepe: Liniversiny of Kanl, Canterbury.

LEAGUE FOR SOCIALIST ACTION
public meeting: Tony Aoberts an
‘Socialists and Tha masks ahesd, Friday,

¢ March saring & @mm. 3t the Racback
pub, Totterharn Court Haad Jnimar
Warren St Tobel, MNow mevabler ol

tha presa: ' Leagues for Secidlist Action—
what wae stand far’, Price 100 & post, For
furrher Bnformaton wreite 102 Gleacaim
Rond, SWTE,

EDQUALITY FOR WORMEN: puabllc
rrisuting organised by Salfy Clalke Latour
Party and Elrminshem Working Women's
Charter Campaign. Speakers incloda:
Tam Ligtersk MP, arsd Sus Hardley
e, Fridey 2B Febroary, 7,30 pom,
al Tiwerton Road Junfor Schaal, Tiverton
Head, Safly (lak, Birrmirgham. Creche
povided
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Mot even the bourgeoisie doubts any longer that the warld
capitalivt yysrem B in deep wrouble. Even the most optimigtic
of capitali “experts, who a few year apo wers danosncing
“putdated Maruoit mat, e thersslvwe. bicoms prophets of
o,

The evidence of this crisis is all around us. Inflation —and
wath it the wearing down of the living standards of the maj-
ority of the population— is a worldwide fact of life. In the
industrislised capitalist countries, mass snemployment has
once again appeared on the doorstep, In the ‘underdevel-
oped world {the victims of centuries of plundering by capit
alist imperialism) the wolf appears in an sven more ruthless
forrm! Fmss starvation,

But the mass of people —workers and impoverished paas-
ants— who are suffering the effacts of this crisis sre not
about to sccept it lying down., Ineréasingly they are beginn-
ing to fight back, giving the capitalists a timely reminder of
the fact that the age of capetallst erisis is also the age of rew-
ofertian.

Here in Brtain the working clais has, over the past faw
years, delivered to the British ruling class saveral powerful
bows —proof of its immense power and determination to
resist all efforts to force it to foot the bill for the capitalist
crisis. The struggle against the Industrial Relations Aet, the
fight to free tha Pantonville 5, the two national miners’
strikes and, finally, the collapse of the Tory Government,
are just the most memorable episodes,

The upshot of this is that the British ruling class finds
itsalT in the midst of a erisis-ridden sea without a reliable
palitical wassel in which to place its hope. The present Lab-
our’ Government is thorowghly devoted to the preservation
of capitalism. But a party which depends so heavily on the
organizations of the working class and working class votes
cannat be counted wpon to lead unhesitatingly the kind of
offensive against the working class which the capitalists are
demanding —and which the capitalist system needs in order |
to survive,

The present Labour Govemment —despite the talk of the ;

“social contract’— cannol operate like previous Labour Gov- ©
arnmants, handing aut a faw concessions ta the working clas:s
i order to better serve the sims of the capitalizts. What it
wall do i try its best o give the capitalisiz what they want

—a8 Denis Healey and Micheel Foot have hean doing recently.

But capitalism can afford no ‘swestenar’ in which: to wrap up
thiz bitter pill for the working class. The inevitable result will
be a growing wave of mass struggles directed agmimst the poel-
icies of the Labour Government, and a growing awareness on

the part of the more politically sware workers, the leaders of 2000
these struggles, of the need to fight the present lesdership nli‘

the Labour Party and their supporters in the trade unban |3
dership.

The ruling claz will not lat these developmants take placs
urder their nose without trying to resist. OF eourse they will

challenge

attempt to use repression against those who ame fighting for
a better life, as they already have in the north of Iredand and
with the Shrewsbury putlu:u Eu1'1, as all the struggles of the
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ce of real imternal democracy inside their nrganmﬂ#

wlirzm shorteamings have stymied the revolutiongry lafte”

Most decisive of all in the prEsent situation in Britain, the

e revolutionan | H‘ﬂw L
palmqﬂwéam 3 Tuck: ﬂfwﬁmlmﬁ:ﬂn 2 et
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revolutionary left suMfers from a crippling propegandism —
tha belief that revolutionary forces can be accumulated
&nd the working class won to revolutionary politics merely
by propaganda about socialism coupled with denunciations
of reformism and stalinism,

Throughout its briel history the Internationsl Marxist
Group has struggled against these negative features af Britisl
revalutionary groups. We have attemnpted to reise the banne
of internationalizm through our membership in. the Fourth
International, our continual efforts to undarstand political
events in Britain 8 part of o world class struogle, and cur

emphasic on guestions of international solidarity.  As wall
85 this, the IMG has marked [tself off sharply from the trad
ition of other revolutionary left organisations by |tz break
with propagandism —by its belief that a changa in the ral-
ationship of forces between revolutionaries and reformists,
and thus the construction of a revolutionary party, can only
be accomplished by gracticsl intervertion in the struggles of
the rmasses and of the venguard. Hence our emphasgis on il
ding the broadest pogible vnity around campaigns on all ths
major issues confronting the working class,

That is why the debate at this conteranca takes the form

it does: a dehate ower the tactical and strategic lines which
must govaern . the imlervention of revolutionarkes in Britain
today,

And it is this praciica’ experience of cdass struggle which
makes democratic centralism so indispensable 1o the MG,
In the International Marxist Group debate takes place in an
orgarnEed manner —with written docurments, prepared dise-
wisions, and representative meshings of our membsership—
but alzo in a demiceratc mannes, with every member fres to
propound their point of view in words er in print, and
groups of members free to form organised tendencies to
Motk out and present their particulsr point of views to the
membarship as 8 wihale.

At the presant moment the [nternational Marxit Group
i in the midst of just such & discussion, In preparation for
our forthcoming delegate conference at which the line of
the organisation for the coming struggles will be debated
and determinad.

Given the present state of the clam struggle, the subject
matter of these debates s of crucial impartance, not just
i the IMG or the ravolutlonsry left, but to all those who
ara comcerned to assist the victory of the working class and
the defeat of capital.

For this reason Ao Meakly has agreed to devote subst-
antial space over the next fow weeks to the pre-conference
discussion of the IMG, publishing the views of our varlous
tendencies on thess questions. This week we open up with
genaral statements of position from the two largest tenden-
cies 5o far formed —Tendency A, and Tendency B (which
represents the majonity of the outgoing Mational Commitiss
of the IMG).
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PREPARING A GHALLENGE
10 LABOUR'S MONOPOLY

Revulufionaries face unprecedented opporfunities in the coming period and unprecedented

dangers if these opportunities are not seized. The maelstrom of capitalist crisis and imperialist
decline, of proletarian militancy and war in Ireland, is destroying all the traditional political
formiulas of the British bourgpeoisie.
Ihe ignominious defeat of the Conservative Government in a serics of massive class confront-
stions dealt & body blow to the whole bourgeois political order. The Conservative Parly was
plunged mio utter disamray, and it will not be long before Britain's other greal bourgeois party

the Labour Pamty

iz ground between the interesis of capital and workers' résistance 1o an

simault on their bving standards. Brtish politics 15 being fundamentally remade —bot it is still
very miuch an open question whether revolutionary Marxists will mount any decisive intervention
im this process, and become a real Tactor in national politics

The Labour Pariy has become
smch g familar landmark —hlocking
the entire horizon of the British
- that the poasibility of laun-
chimpg a credible challenge to its
mwwici oy holdd on poditical repres-
mmiation of the working cluss is ol
muiill Hieruldly unthimbable. However

mch they differ on everyvthing
rlss
the Communist Party and the majos
groops of the far lefi all wek to
=TS INEENIOUS OIS W hereby
the workiog class can move decis-
owards socialism withoul g
peeliminany settling of sconunts
with the Laboir Farty, Hedce suef
a5 ' Move - Lebour Lefl’
Labow to Power on 8 Socialist
Programme’, ‘Vole Labour Withouwt
“Make the Lett MPs Fight
mention the cocentric con-
phution: of the IMG leadesshin in

the Tribunites, the 'entrists

wil)

LA
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b recent pericd.

Indecd, many of the prohlems ol
b Group stem from a failume to
sentily the spe vulnerability of
the Labour Government amd the
Labour Farty in Che period we are
mow . Enlering.

Lezking o coherenl and concrele
geniral Hne, Tendepcy B in the
past substitoied phrase mongering
aboul General Strikes—in the fuiure
it seems likely [hat slogans aboul
dusl power will ploy o similar rale.
This his led to frenzied and ermatic
work of & suceemion of campaipns
end Eoes, o confused privale
baguape incomprebensible to advan-
eed workers and sectarian lapses in
gur approach o otbher sectlons of
e lefil.

BEFORE
THE

FLOOD

The dangers {acing the Lalwobi
hru‘ I government can most

glmply be indicated by refercing to
its predecessor, In under [our years
Conservative Pamy lost o major
portion of its electoral base o the
Lilverals, it lost Enoch Powell, it
lost the Ulster Uniondsts, and 810 losd
wirtually the whols of Scotland. JThe
eventual removal of this Governmignt
was the work not of the parlizment-
ary opposition, but of un g
ented extra-pariiamentary challeng
witch araused oaly ol and hoatik-
ity @y Lalsour parliomentanimn
for Lise most parl Trond eiich
cpabe, failed financial tycoons, ib-
erl” proponents of spaoial polios

powers, 'reformests’ in the pav ol
Foulson, opporlamists wha have

run ot el opportunities, 'sccialisig’
wiad fed aboul how to address the
Oueen, “imternationalists’ caper to
share & platfonm with Enoch Powell,
workers leaders suroended by an
cntonrage of scedy businessnten and
lund meclaimerss

Yet the political annihilation of
the Labouwr Government and Lat-okir
Party after a few years in office
waould bhe o disisier for the oreasised
working class if it merely strengih-
ened the already congsiderable Torces
ol peactlonary demapogy: the Liber
als, the Malionalisis, a fe-vamped
Tory Party, the Powellites or same
new manlfestation of political meg-
ression, Such developments wonld
20 hand in hand with the consalid-
ation of a apecially reprossive state
[owoEr

‘That is why il % now imperakive
for revolutionaries to prepare against
a Labour debacle and snsurs that
thers will be o credible sliemative
lo Labourism. Essentiaily thig alter-
mative musl be ke beglnringr af
a juncturs between (he social forces
lockad up in the Labour and Lrkde
uniom movemand =id the proge
wirnme of mevolutionary socializm,

Labour in povernment durog &

period of unconoalled *slompfation’

will be forced o attack Lhe vecy
roncegions (o the working class
which in the past have susl=ned
reformism! (ull esaployiment, rising
Uving stendards, the welbare slale.

Mo dount the Lobour lesdarship
it countug on Wishington and. Boon
to bail 3t oul when the delape
civmes: bug why should they sahsid-
iz full smplovinent in Britaln when
they timpose sk of Bine per cenl
ynemplnyiient on their cwn work-
Ing class? The LS bourpscasie mey

b= prepared Lo save British capital
ism from drowning: but why showld
it gawe the MHS? Whatever happens,
Labhour will seck to sofepused 165
gocial base in the orpanised working

HOLD

prowing storm of oppasilion Lo
Labour both inside and owtside
s owm ranks —Ueere B oo ready
made goal which can wnite these
{orces and enable them o lead a
mobilimbion ol the masses, The
removal of the Labour Covernment
capnol focus mas sirogele Lo the
wity that the removal of the Con-
servative Government did in the
past. Indeed, a Labour Governmeit
overwhelmed by capilalist crisis
will ¢t the soene for on uwaly back-
kgl of chauvinisn, racism, saxise,
as well 85 0 potentilly anti-copitalist
reslstance o falling living atandards
Combatting the reactionary
mpects of popular mesponss to the

class, but its capaeiry for social deni-
apogy will be greatly reatricted by
the immediate capitalist premures
to which il 15 subjected i povern-
meent, by its own powerful tradit:
ions &f blinkered prognalism, and
by the fact that it faces strong pal-
itcal competition from the righi,
not froam the left.

Faor all these reasons nalher
Wilson nor any probable successor
will imitate the left chetoric of
French social -:I-r_'lrl-:f-Er.aL':.-. A% a
Labour Government is forced o
tighien up the socizl contract” and
unavailingly seeks to “regenaraie’
British capitalism it will begin 1o
et up mitolerable shraing betwesn
itzelf and the extra-parliamentary
workers' moveinenl. There will be
a mvulsion against its craven sub-
ardination b e interests of cap-
itul al home and abroald. Fora
dme ministerial resipnations and
g nec-Bevanlte pevalt could contain
guch oppesibion b the Governinent
within Latourist limils. Bul this
tme the roots of sevalt will be in
the trade wnions, whoss militants
will e more disposed (o translace
words inlo decds, And this
lizne rewolts are likely Lo crepi
early mlher than very late in Lhe
lile of the Labowr Govetnment,

Thougly theee 15 likely to oe a

crsis will be g vitol task for revolos-
ikacies. Social denocials —even
those werbally opposed to the Gow
emmanl will ol ensure [hat
popular anper finds the rght tarpet
The propagstion of an andi-capiialise
and anti-roformist transitional prop-
mmme will hie essential for clanfy-
ing, polarising and orenting oppos
ition to Governmenl policies from
ilg own former stpporters. Swch a
propramme should aim to develop
the beginmingg of an alternative

to Lobour by uniting resistance

to Lhe capitalist ceiais ln 2l fields
of sovial and politicn life: it shoukd
furnish Lhe aecessary warchwords
for sirugele within and around the
teade wnions and workplaces, the
cnnsliloency parties and local coun

AN ACTION
PROGRAMME

TO MEET
THE CRISIS

All those elemeonts of & transit-
ikl programme Llikely o becomme
immediately aptationn] dunng the

==
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corming period ol cnsis should be
brought together inan Action
Frogramme wihich sliould become
the bamis Uor wndted worik o ey
figld. Ench elfsment in this Frogr-
amine shouwld provide a conerete
alternalive Lo the polities of Labour
lami. At the limtl, Lhe Covernneerl
itsell might be forced under pressirs
o adopt- one or anothar ol Lhe
mepsires contamed b the Proer-
romime, and some leonl partiss might
g Turiher: Hut in it entdrety such

i Proprarmmme poses the necessity of
o break wlth capitsliam, and this
will sever be acoepted by any Lab-
snr Government ar Labour leader-
adu .

The prapagation of an Action
Programme within the mass orpin-
ssations would aim to encourage te
emergence of consistent class strugele
currents st ther base. Labour rejects
ion ol such a Programme would
thus lay the busis for a fecom posit-
iom of the labour movemenl over
the next four of five yoars.

Wi propos: the followlng az an
imitial and provisional Gasis Foe @n
Action Programone of immediate
meagines to meet the crelsis of Brit-
ish capltaliam.

Mo incomes policy under capdt-
alizm: smash the social cottract and
replace it by a sliding scale of boors,
wages and social benefits, so index
linked emergoncy plan for the edac
wtion and health services, o minimum

WA of £15 for n 35 hoowr week,
full pay for the npemplored, hall o
millien howses to be boflt a year
und 3 programma of other usefuol
pu'bijc works; an end Lo commereisl
secrecy; nationalisption under work-
ers control of the major industrial
companies and of all firms decluring
redundancies; implemeniation of
the Working Women's Charter amd
an end io il forms of discrimination
“;ﬂ_fﬂt women, racind minorities and:
gnys; immediate withdrawal of
treops from Ireland and relense of
all Irish deinines: disbaddoveit of
the 5A8 and SPG; full demoecratic
rights for soldiers; repeal of the
Conspiracy Laws, the Immigration
Act and the Danygerdis Drogs Act]
willideawal from the EEC and ass-
geintion with Comecon; withdrawal
[rom BMATO and all other military
tecaties,

Tomzther with such an Aclion
Programme we should make con-
gistent propazanda Tor ®1 the olher
elerments of a full transitiong] prog
ramme: in particulas the questicn of
a waerkers’ Government hreakiog
with capilalism and based on organs
of workers’ power should be a Gons-
istent theme of our propaganda and
af our compoign work e om Chible
and Poroupni), Wherever possible
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felarions Act, and for the freeme
ol te Peptonville Five, They arc
porticular applicabions, in a spacifio
relation of losees and division of
the workers’ moveinent, of Trotsky's
Farmouas Cofmula —"Through the nn-
tted front to fhe soviets as the high-
est fornt of the united {ront.” Even
che dermamid Fen A General Strike Lo
Bring Down the Tory Goveramsot
was mal & strategic slogan derived
from exceplicasl circumsiancas, bul
a spectfic application of the axis of
the wnited fednt within the strategy
for the areation of orgng of dual
POWET,

Linder the present Labour Goys
croment it is the building of anitec
Fronils
abowe all, agshisr coming atfempls
to bippose incomes polley, which
form the d=cisive links in the prep-
aration of the working class for the
creation of argans of dudl power.
This completely comesponds with
the immediote needs of the closs
stoupgle, fof the problem facing the

sections of the wocking class
i the huge disparity between its
potendizl strenpth, created by o8
afpanisationnl strength at the base
of the trade unions, pnd its pract-
fzal political weakness in the face
of the altacks and manosuvres of
the burcaucrcy, The esontial pre
requisite for overcoming this frag
mentation of the steengeh of the
working class between thousands
of factory, industry and sectordl
strugeles {8 the adoption of 3 pro-
gramme of cluss-wide demands Lo
deal with the developdng crisis,

demands in (he Action FProg
me wolld be linked fo implem-
thon from below by the work-
argamzation in siraggle: action
mittees, mass pickets, self-def-
. Deeupatians, workers” contral
atives afc. The points in the

cn Programme should be mude
levant on & local busis —in conn
i with e locsl coumcil, local
boyers, eto- @ on the national
fe do not claim that Lthe dem

- oittlingd above are ongnal
do we deny thal they counld
mproved and extended. Wihal
o Insist is that a revolutionary

HIE
STRATIEGIC
ININEQUFRIHE:
MG

1. The Labour Government has come to office at a time of fusion of three interlinked crises of
British imperialism. Firstly, the dramatic decline of British imperialism requires a complete

restructuring of British capitalism —reorienting it towards Europe and developing
technologically-based British industry. But the refusal of the working class to bear the costs

of this process is producing a big political crisis of the ruling class which has been deepened by
the failure of successive policies in Lreland.

This is overlaid by a crisis which is developing as the relationship established between the
classes after 1945 —based on the'guarantee® of bourgeois democracy, the establishment ol the
wellare state, and the policy of *full employment’— begins to break up. This relationship has
undergone a qualitative decline since 1969 with the capitalist class taking the first sleps towards
a “strong state’, Thirdly, there is the immediate crisis produced by the inter-relation of the inler-
sational economic crsis and the working class victory of 1973-74 which [linished off the Tery
Govermment. p

It is ithis situation which ailows

piisl organisation worthy of the

e mist senk 1o develop an mEl-
mal progremme relaied to el
buming ssdes confroating the
ges and moml make this the

5 0f consislen] crmpmgs wollk
ol comdstent work within the
& orpnmesafioms. Such agitallion
| propaganda will be cesential
clarifyving resistance (o Lhe Lov-
paend angd the sconomic cpimis;

g an abadlute pre-condition for
Hlenging Labours momopoly

i

‘ORK IN THE

ADE UNIONS
ND LABOUR
PARTY

Within the wade unions, congst-
- apitation sround the poimts of

s Action Propramme would end-
papge the ememngence of 8 class
ugele fendency aiming Lo hreak

3 grj_r_. af the rade union buaread-
eles. We should slways be prep
d to engage bn united work

sunid each demand taksn separate-
and we should shus like the

ppue seciarlan differentialion od
ondory guestions. But ecgually
vghould insist that the different
mands in the Actica Programmea
quire und complement one anotl-
and thar for example, the con-
muglion of the war in Ireland

sald undermine all social provision
d destroy any hope of prevenling
s towards o slrong state. We
puld pdvance the full Action Pro-
gmme within existing left cavcuscs
d rank and file groups with the

1 of making them inlo mare
pguale inscruments of closs
vgple. The Programme should

0 he presented in a topicil way
factory bpulletine, where it is
waible to produce thess, and
ppoertess of the Programme should
Cerpznised around sach bulletins.

us Lo sy that the deweloping crisi
of British capitalism & the most
intense this century —excesding in
scope oven Lhat of the cardy 923k
For this reascn the United Secretar-
iat of the Fourth International in its
Theses on Britain defimed the present
period as one leading o ‘a head-on
confroniation beiween capital and
luboar” (Thesis Threeh i concluded
from this snalysis thai: "Preparation
for the appearance of oigans of dual
poaet immediately before or during
the peneral strike —or whatevar
ather form the generalised confront-
ation between the two dasscs pend
ing in Britain will take - |5 our main
simlegc goal in the coming period’
{ Thesls Seven), Coly such a line
doveldils both the obfeciive neces-
itfey of such & confrontation, inc-
luding the ability to defeat (he state
maching of the boorgenisic, and the
creation of the swbjecrive conditions
for the emerpence of a teal revolol
ionury. parly af fhe muasses

Given that neither Tendency A
nor Tendency B has explicitly mject-
ed This analvsis, the main centre of
debate at the conference should be
this: what Aow, wrder the present
Labour Crovermmend, arg the deciive
{itks to this period of generalied
confrontation which bolli oo
and o the immediate needs of the
ciaxs siricggie and prepare fhe werks
ing clars for the appearance af o
ans of dial power,

For Tendency B the decisive pol-
iticul weapons in the fight for the
cepation of organs of dunl power
are those of the transitional prog-
ramme and the united front.

Transitional
programme and
united fronts

2. The connection belwesn the
gquestion of the wnited froal and
that of e transitional propramma
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exacily the instrumenl for creating
i links between the present con-
goiousncs of the mokres anil the
necds of the obigctive stuation, En
the wonds of the Transidlanal Prog
pamme of 1938 ‘It is oecessary in
the process of duily strugele to find
the bridps beiween present slemands
and the socialist programme of the
revolution, This bridge shoull inc-
Jide a system of transitional dem-
ands stemming from todasy's con-
scipuaness of wide layers of the
working cluss and unalterably lead:
ing lo one final copcluson: the con-
guest of power by the proledariat.’

sSuch & rreneiiioac! pragram e
must take up not merely a specific
pomjuncrure but the sk of a whoie
period. However, at omy picrtieular
moment the decisive links ip the
strugele between the ciasses will
pecessitale a copcentratiofn of
strugele around one or a few dem-
ands, onl oot amulisneonsly onoall
the demands of Lhe trapsitionsl pro-
SELIMIME,

The tastic of the aoited fronl &

i cléar, & transitional programme s previsely the way of achieving the

naot simply a set of demands hat ix

moximurm fehtiog anity of the

£ o 8
Lpeige

For united front

action involving
the mass
organisations of

the working class

working class around these decisive
peanits. 'The tactic of the unitesd
front’, as Trotsky put it, 5 not
something soridental and artificial

— & cunning mancenvre- oot at all;
it orpginares, entirely and wholly, in
the ohjective conditions governing
the conditions of the proletariat’
[(Whar Next). "The united front &
not at all, either in poiot of origio
aor substance, & gquestion of reciproc-
al relations beiween the Central-
Commiteeea of pwn partles (revolul-
jonary and reforodst).. The problem
of the united froof... grows oul ol
thi urpent ne=d o secure for the
working class the possbility of a
unlted fmomt in the struggle agalnst
capitulisne” (0w the Dnited Fronr),

the decisive links in
the period leading towards the cre-
ation of grgens of dusl power are
the construction of united fronts,
flowing from the buming issues of
the day, oo the decisive polats of
ol ransitional programme, oo
limited way, we have already scen
witlted fronts of Chis [¥pe on unsok-
ployment, defence of the welfare
atate, apd more dramaticelly againg
In Face of Stite; the [ndnstrial

1, Following on from both Ehe
genenil nature of the united front
and the struotege bne of the IME 10
the present sltuntion, it i& clear whag
ivpe of unitad front actian the 1M
musl alfempt o create, and with
whotm, While o fitgs ranpe of msudes
of inlernational amd domescc class
strugple. will arise, for the fovourable
developuient of the relalicn of class
forces the decisive ficld of battle
will be the defence of the living
atandards, organdsations and social
conguests of the working class,

The succssaful achievement, or
othersdse, of united fromt aclion
by the mas organisations of the
working class in the course of theds
armupples will determing the ability
ol the working clages to throw back
all capitalist attucks wmck fusi its
strength towards smashing the cen-
tral pilloms of Lobour's clas-callab-
arifion

Continued pB - - - - -
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PREPARING A

W should sirive 1o polibase the
reiintance of workemn to f[alling Livieg
damstandy, move towards wape
coniral and the strong staie, inflat:
o and social srvice culs. In the
coming period the tradibond] tactics
ol sconomic simggle will not be
able to defend even the econoimc
g of the workers’ movement,
fet alone it vitsl political interesi
m comballimg every form of oppre
mion anid exploitation.,

The cofitent of our demamds
should-be sucH as to eliminate the
many reactionary aapects of the
concesasions made in the past o
the working clas, These real con
esmions to the workers movemen
have alway's been made in such &
way 05 to encourage the passivify
of tlye mazses and (o sirengthen
the bourgeces state and the bourg-
eois family, Our demands musi
have g guile different logic: encou-
mpng the adopion ol class wite
demands, encourging the workers’
mowement to develop a pole of
imdependent proletarian polilics
delending the mieresis of all the
oppresed

We should combal the prevalent
political passivity of trade onion
militants within the Lsbour Party,
espectally at the local level. We
alsould spitetc within the Labour
Parly for action o be taken ai
both the local and madioaal Jevel
for a working class solution o the
cnsis slong the lines of the Action
Programme. Within both the (rade
mmnont and Labosur Perty we should
be the most viporious chiam plois
of workers' democracy, of the
sccountability of all pepresentatives
and oificials, and of unity in the
Bghiling mnks of the working class
To underline this latter point Uhe
NG should afier diie preparation
spply o formal sffiliation 1o the
Lakoar Party

We should also seck [0 promote

the maximum possible TegroEpment
of the forces of the far left around
the Action Progrumme. The prospect
of a new upsurge in- South Easl Asia
amif the Iheren peninsula should
greally assist the lask of developing
a united revolutionary front. We
should propose Imnsedsale discuss-
ions with all proups who recopniss
the necesaity for the Fourlh Intem-
alicmal.

Challenging Labour’s
monopoly hold

A crucial taeticsl objective of
our work around e Actbon Prog-
raitme must be Lo assemble the
forces for a challenpe to Lobour's
politicnl hepemony over the work-
oy orpaitlsations and over the
msses. As o mule such a challenge
should be made on the baziz o
suppart from a sipnilican! layer of
the local labowr movement. The
crucial arena in which such a chall-
enge should be mounted s that ol
local elections and campakpns
shivisld seek Lo prsient in a lively
and relovant fashion all the poimis
ol e Action Progmmme. The
local gremn will express many vital
aspects of the cnss of socwl exp-
cndifure and the probiems of public
seclor workers; il provides @ natural
focus for the agitstions of tenants,
sl lers, the women's moveren|
and soliderity with all local workers'
sirugzles and resislonce fo represion

Candidates should be accountable
to all their sponsors in the local fab-
ouir movement. We should aim to
ruf senous campaigns which bring
up all the Bsues of the mass strugple
and disrupt the weiry roulines of
local politicking We should avoid
the MMy propapandiam whicl 3o

often plagoes the electoral Interven-
Long of the lac lefl, rmaking it clear
that our wm 5 to establish the
modest beginnings of a seal altern-
alive Lo Labouwr within the workers'
maovemant and commiksd 1o b5
programme fo meet the crisis. The
prcpatabion for such compaigns
waould lorce revolutionaries fo 2ain
an intlmate knowledge of the prob-
legms of he nosses and 1o develop
coperele sclutions which stimulaie
worken' gell-organisabon,

Taken ropether the tactics wilch
we have outlined should equip ths

IMG to prepare for 4 real political
nclvinice within the workers' move-
awent Labour's monopoly hold =
niod poing to he broken in o diy,

but that it o feason for postponing
the preparations Lo that encd thal
can now be made. We do not belleve
thal & mass revoldlionary party oan
arise priee to the first experience of
dual power. But rupiures within the
bourgtoks political order will preceds
a rupture, ol the stabe apparotos
itacif, Challenging reformism all
glong the line -in the trade unions,
in campaigns work, in the constil-
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uency parbes and in clectiona — i
the best way of promuoting indepen-
dent working class politics and
ensuring the emergence and viclory
ol soviets,

Wi end with a gquoedation frem
Lliatsky on lhe necessity of discow
aring real paths towards workers
P ;

I standd on the proand of the
reality of hourpeois soclety, In orde
to find in il the forces aad (he
levers with which to overthrow Lt
Az against the Tactory councils, the
tride unions, parliameant, you
COMRLCE-pode - {he sovier sysiam,

Lt Lhis connection the Cermans
have & very excellent verse: “Schoen
isL ain Eylinderhut wenn man iln
besigzen tut’ (lndeed a silk lal s
very fime, provided onbye that ['ve
pof ming}. You bave not aily no
soviels, vou hove nol even a

bridpe to them, nol even o poad

to the bridee, nora foolpach to

the moad, e Aknos has transtor-
med the soviets into a fetish, inta

a4 supersocinl specire, inlo 2 religous
myth. Mythology scrves poople as a®
covier for their own webkness or

at best as & consolation.” [ The
Servple Agginct Faveirm in Germ-
&y oy 56T

EXPLANATORY NOTE: The pro-
posals of Tendency A &are basen o
the theses o the scomomic and
paliticel conjunciure comiaimed (1
‘The Bullding of Revole oy
Parties in Capitalist Earope” ado-
| e ar the 108k World Congress
af the Fourth fnternations fzee
Imternational, Vol 2 Ne {), and
o the reeofutfon on he word
recession adooted ananimous
by the fitormationa’ Exgoutive
Commitiee of the FI In dsnuary
1875 fsev Intercontinental Press,
17 Februsry TH7S).

SIRATEGIC IJINE (cont.)

Lsiven the weakness of revolui-
somary marcisis in relatlon 1o the
preenl lendemhips of the working
clam, it will be imiposithle to impose
on the mass organizations centralised
united fronts on @ wide programme
of demends, Usually only omited
action around specific questions. an
& partial and short-term basis will
b posgibie. [t is throupgh the fighi
1o build united front action comm-
iiees around specific issues and
strugples that revoluliomary marxiscs
can begin (o fumn the balance of
forces within the workers' move-
menl apainst the bureavncratic lead-
erships and in fuvour of those break-
ing from the general political line
of the bursnwcracy, the new mass
vanguard. Through sucl & process

the peesibility of forcing unity

with gectioms of the mass orgimis
atioms on pspesis of our P O ETL O
will beeome possible. Within this
strategic framework propagands
blocs —even with other small rev-
clutishniry groups- have o relevance.
But such blocs zre mol the aim, buot
o megns in our simtegic poal.

It is for this reason that even
where we engage in united fronts of
'|'HI1|1":IH.FE.. argangations Lhe 1M
feghils for these to extend theic
activity on particular issues fo create
wicled lnatiabives in actpon with
sections of the workers' movemeant,
Thug, on Iredand, we call for the
Troops Oul Movement 1o organiss
it maln demonsirations through
ad o mobilising commitiees and

all for its conlerences of the lab
our mesvement to be l:lfl.ﬂ.l'.lﬁ-l..":ﬂ 6]}
the same basis. Similirly, we urge
the sefimg up ol local campaigns
lor the Working Women's Charter
while fighting for wider based
sclion on more hmitbed damands—
such as aggimt White's anti-abartion
Bill, arin support of the recent
stike ul Solford Electrical [nstrom-
ents. Thede are prgcisely the lnotics
we are Forced to adope in the pres-
ent relation of forces in order Lo
loree action by =ections of the
1nass organigations aronnd as pecls
ol our progrimime,

4, Uur surategie line, tmder pre
BETUE COMAIToIE, demands a Eyﬁlbl'.l-
v attemgt Lo gain unibed aceion
W'ih left social democracy, The exp-

FBad Weakly 27 Febouary 1075 Pagn §

enence of the Labour Governoen|
will bead 2 vaneusrd (o break from
the Labour Party, but social dem-
corscy will continue to exercise

politicol domination over the masses.
Specilically, the most militant layers
of the masses remain in the hands af
loft soceal democracy. However
while, in particular, the organizing
wadre of the trade unicn movement
ul o lodsl Jevel —factory convenors,
shop stewards contmiiiees, sic

are nol prepired to make 8 clesr
political break from Labaour, Lhey
lsve hean inereasingly prepared
ginee the mid-19608 1o a0t owiside
of the tramework of —or against

the ne of— Lhe Labour Perty.

Thusin | 574 Labour oaa unable
to gt several crucial working class
slrigeles called off —the miners in
February, the AUEW apainst the
BIRC in May, Ford's in October.
Already under the previous Labour
Government the atruggie against In
Place of Srrife showed (he incremsed
willingness of parms of the working
class 1o take action against the ling
i 2 Labour Government. Linlike
15945 pr 1964, the retern of the
presenl Labour Government has
oot led e 4 downturs (a0 the fndust-
tial slruegle. Furthermore, the iny-
alvement of Lefr social democratic
forces in canipaigns over Chile and
the sShrewshury pickets would have
been inconceivatla an Lhe heels of
the glecton of & Labour Govermn-
ment do 1945 ar 1964,

It 35 this incressing willingness (o
vap ourEide of and apainat the lne
af the Lahour leadership chat opens
thz way for the building of
umited frond gotion in defence of
the interesls of the working cliss,
The construccon of united feoonts
hetween tleese layers an:d the forces
o the pew mass vanguatd has
proved aleeady o ba-lke maosl elf-
eclive instrument for ':uj_'l,.;]jn_[g' pil-
itical action on Lhe ssues ol Chile,
Shrewsbury, the strupple apainst
private praclice in meadicine, the
Working Women's Charter, the
Common Market, and =0 an., 1L
will be gven more crucial in ihe
slriggale amaingt nocmploy ment and

Hhe coming insomes podicy, and in
the construction of o revolutionary
trade wrion dendenoy,

5. 1 iw differences over these
questions of the trirsfional proge
amime and the united frond, and con
sequently on the stmitepic Uae of 1he
™M which underlie all the con-
crete differences with Tendency &,

In our ¥iew, Tor Tendenoy A
the tmnsitional progranime &8 ess-
entiglly reduced (o an sctinn pros
rainme whose function is to allow
the formariom of propeganida blocs
with, amid sventunl regroupnast ol
vaTious revolitionary and centrist
currenls. Furallel to this is anapp-
arent concept of the aniiegd fromg
nob prirmurily 85 8 proflem in pel-
ation to the mass oreanisations of
the working cipss, but ag a tacric
wimed st forming proguganda biocs
with and regrouping the political
vanguard, For this fytter reason also,
uriiled fronts seem to b esseotislly
posed & aalfide of alliances wirh
lafi sacial democracy,

[Tz net result of these false
unilyses ‘iz confusion,. We e
given tips o0 ofganising the vap-
guard, the need to regroug Lhe far
l=ft, what tg do after the creation
of organs of dual power and sooom,
bul absaolptely no answer oo what
should be the sirmiemic Hoe of the
organisation. If i ahould siill be
for the creztion of orpgane of, dual
power, then Tendency A gives ng
indication of what ure the decizlve
links heading in thar direclion
under the present Labour Govern-
ment, To the extent thar the
connfades do stlempt to put far-
ward any sirategic kne, for expmple
*hreaking Labour's monopaly of
political rapresentlation’, it mav or
miuy nizt b the best one from ihe
ot of view ol crganising the
vunguard, bot it iz abzolutely aora
steataglc e for the cliss stoupgle

Asia redult of this lack of a° teal
strargme axis, Tendency ATy
position is like a dashy car silbhoug
aatearing wheel- it hax dorens of
marvellous mdpets, but no-one
koows what direction it is poing in.
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~ Against Britain’s secret war

E¥ERYONE ENOWS abonot the
war in Ireland. Bul few people
know muoch aboni Britain's other
colontal war. mn Dhafar, the south-
em provinee of the Sultanate of
Chmiaan

Hritish Governments — Labour
and Conservative alike-- have care-
fully iried io conceal their military
activities in the Sulisnate, pEting
oul false nwd misleading stories
about the role and status of the
larpe mammsher of British militery
personngl scilve in Coan, In this
they have had im effective ally in
the Hritish press

British troops occupicd Oman
during Lhe second hall of the 19k
cenfury because of its important
flrilegc poition in relation 1o
India. Eversince then Qman has
been i de focto Britsh colony.

The British Government has
mever admitted Lhis, ciaiming Lhal
Oman s an independent country
which 'enjoye’ special relations
with Britain. Bul fucts speak for
hemselves. The despotic mlers of
Chman have only been able to sus-
tain their rule becouse of British
military and financial support.
Ther repressive slale apparatus i
run by British “advisors”, and their
ammy of mercenares & contralled
by Brtish officers. In addition the
RAF majntains two bases, at Salala
=nd on the Elafd of Masizah.

A century of imperialist domin-
plion hes reduced conditions in the
Sultanante, once an imporiant aid
Nournshing commercial centrs, to
those of & medieval couwntry almast
tolally soalaled froan the rest od the
word, The Omani masses Yive in
exirome poverty

Bunng the 1950 when of ex-
plomation began in the Cmani interios,
upposition to the regime and Britlsh
imperinfism developed in the form
of severyl revolfs, But this opposit-
N never developed beyond tocal
Iribal vpnsimgs, and wes quickly
amashed by British forces.

J. Hassan

Om % June 1965, 5 wvery different
amil muih more serious armod sirg-
gle was mitiated by the thofar Lib
cration Frond in the proviace of
[¥hofar,

The Seplember 1968 conjresa of
the Front marked an importan
tuming point for the movement.
The tribal dominated feadership was
replaced by lefl wing and Marxist
elemantie The policy of Dhiofas
separatism wis extended to incor-
porate a perspective of social rew-
olution in the whale of the. Gulf
TeglOn,

This change was reflected in the
new name sdopted —the Popalar
Froni forthe Liberation of he
Decupied Arub Gulf (PFLOAG).

horse-stud farms.

PORTUGALS LATEST EMIGRANT

Among recent emigrants from Portugal is the
son of the former US President — General
Eliot Roosevelt. The General is the former
manager of a multi-national firm in Portugat,
a partner of the Portuguese tourism and con-
struction monopoly, Torralta, and the proud
owner of one of the country’s best-known

His sudden departure from the country
followed hot on the heels of his receiving a |
letter from the Portuguese tax authorities,
| pointing out that he had never paid any in-

! come tax during his sojourn in the country,
and was in arrears to the tune of £57.000.
The General was last spotted in the south of
Ireland.

e

The conmtlfuancs ol the wer in Irasi
Eurclisgan iy aonce again baglaning 1o
crmte probiemns tor the Ba'sth Governe
ment, with 1he Kurds novs consolicaming
thedr pasitions and evon raeing back
inte areas proviowusly captursd by the
Iraqis. In opdar to secure cxira arrs, the
Iraiz had promised an eerty, sucoessiul
comciusion 1o the war Tor the LISSA.
Any mxieniion of the war st be an
simbErrassment o Both parties in this
allfance, with the lragi Ba'ath feating o
changs of emphasis of Russian foreign
polboy in the Al sast

The decline of the Iragl Communist
Party (Coniral Committss Faotian) is g
ravaiad by the woe. Tha ISP has religlous
hy falkowssd the whire and wishes of ji=
MMosow mentors, o thin axl=ni that its
members are now befng imprisaned [ouer
115 i Burdish areas) and axecuted by
their Ba'athist ‘silies” with na compdaint
frosmy the [CP leaders, It 15 possitile that
the |CF willl agein split uader the pressurs
at ja contradictary posicion,

Internationally, 1he Iragi Savemment
I2 bacaming mare Isalated. Recently drab
student arganlsaticas fave besn ta the
forn in supporting the Kardish siruode
In Engypt the Greewal Student Unian of
Epypt had discussions with repressntats
ves of Kordish students from 714 Sepr-
a0 2 Ootaber 1974, This bed 1
& declaration of suppart far thedgurmah

Kurds fight -
NUS capitulates

and Palestinian peopkes in (heir respectivell
stfuaglss and an agraement for furthar
joint winrk anid discussions, Similer dec-
lagations have came Iram Syrian and
Turnisian Stuckant badies.

Howawsr, in Britadn, the Mational
Union of Students blindly Toltoss tha
Communist Party. in its aporeciation
of the “progressive’ lragl Ba'sth, At
the Fast NLUS canlarenoe, the MUS aa-
eouiivd contineally fried 10 present amy
discxisdion on Kurdistan., Terry Povey's
waliant attamipl v sut-manoriae he
rest of The executive ard fase the gues |
iian wos jurged on by Stews Parry, The
MUS his conticued fo lenoee the Kurdish
alfuggile and atiemuss to lnunch soliderity
actieng in Britain with the excuss-that
it ha= no poliey on Kurdistan - hardly
surprlsing considering e Brosd Lefr's
aiiempes 1o bruah the guestion unikes
the earpat

Once again Brenef Unberrsity has
submited 8 metion 1o NUS conforcncn,
Wa wiouic sppnal o all Bed feeily s
dent radars 1o help mlse the qustian
®ithin NS, This iz be dane |'|l||' [Ii'l'i-'lu
the matlon on Kurdistan a high pricrjeg
aiv the MUS Pricrivy Ballar farms airiving
maw ot collages, Plesss cotos o far
uny turther information.. - K LRDISH
SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE, Brunal
Unikersty Stidents Union, Kington
Lare, Uklsridge.
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suitan abus reviews his British-backed army

Most Important of all, the Fron i
began to implement 4 programme
of radical social reforms 10 she ob-
eruted areas with the aim of ermud-
wiling exploitative ond oppressive
socinl relations and fnproving the
vang comdilions of the masses, and
it begnn to establish links with
ather revolulionary movemenis in
thie Chualf,

Az the result of these changes,
the Popular Froni rapidiy gained
wide support among the Dlofart
masses, grew in steength, ard with
m o few yews had liberated all the
mhabited regons of holar with
the exceplion of the pamow coastal
plain around the capital. Salala,

The reactien of British imperial-
Em to the movement was from the
[kt o viclent one. The Labour Gos-
emment then in office tried to crus
the movement by the good ofd in-
peralist mathod of indiscriminate
killing and terrorising of the popul
atlon, bombing l.'le;;g._—; and desiroy-
ing orops and berds on which the
bvelinood of the Dhofari pesanis
depended, Bui these methods failed
to defest the movement or demorl-
g lhe [Mhofon masses.

So British bnperinlism decided to
try another trck, Whitshall decided
fo Brage i own ‘revolution” in
Muszal, the capltal of Oman. In
[970 the obstinate and ald-Gshion-
ed Bultan Said was ousted in a Brit-
ish-organised coup and replaced fiy
& inore madern despal —his son
{abus, who had jost amived back
mn Dman from Sandhurst

The whole aitair was presenjed
o Le waorld gs a *natiosabst revaol
ution’ against Said's despotism. A
few loken reforms, such as the
oanning of davery and the buuding
ol o few schools and hospitals, were
carried out; and many empty prom-
mes were made. The abm was 10 con-
fuse the revolulionadges and win
sway their mass suppon. Bui the
Crmani masses were not Tooled, and
the revolutionaries were ceclalnly
il confused.

IRAN MOVES IN

The growing cconontic and pol-
itical problems ol Eritsh imperialk
i5m —ih particular the heavy druin
on rEEnUTces cEused by ils war in
Ireland— mexnd that it could nol
enculule iis military involvement by
very much. 56 the meaciionary fran-
latt regime, which since tle Lule
126k had bullt up w huege and well
cquipped army with the lelp of L3
and British bnperialiam, becoming
L anli-revolutionary watchiog in
the Gulf, was called an for help.

Ireninn military ovolvement beg
an with a few helicopters and tech-
miciang, but it was mpidly escaloted
from Decernbar 1973 onwards, Al
the maoment there afe estmated oo
b dround: | FO00 Iranizn treops in
Oman, which pépiesents o buge
force, comdidering that the popul-
utiem of [Fhofar provines is only in
the pepicn o TODO00 1o [50,0040.

I'he Shah heg been macing arrog
ant statentedqls shoaid how his sald-
tefd, “who fight like Hors®, are going
to wipe out the “illieriie savapes’

of DHoalar, heciese he cannot toler
ace “subversion anywhers in the
Gulf, But s aoldiers lhve ool
bzen doing as well as ke claims,
Their morale is reporced o be vory
low —inot parhaps surprising wien,
arcording to Jim Hosgland in the
Warhiggron Pose, “they spend most
af their Lime blazing away ol thair
own positions — and the Govern
ment lag had to try and make up
losr this by giving them large bon-
Lian

In Iran, in spite of the brucal
epresmion, there has been Some org
anised opposition Lo the war, as
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shown by (he recent demonsteation
staged by relatives of dezd soldiers

in front of the war ministry in Teh-
THrl.

Last Qctober the Omani Govern-
ment cluimed: Gt the Tranian forces
wire heing witlidrawn, hur s Jasu-
Ty it was revealed that lranian and
Britisheled mercenaries of the Sulian
had launched the heaviest atback
ever on the Hberaled regions la Lale
December, Thiz atrack was repelled
by the revolutionary forees whe in-

flicted heavy casualdes un the enemy,

More recently. an even heavies
attpck bas been lnunched with the
aim ol cotting off the revelitionsr-
e supply e from South Yemen
hefore the mansoon acasan beging
la addition the lbemied areas ore
keing conatantly bombed foom the
air and shelled by pur-boats of lhe
British-comménded Omani naey.
This attack represents the bipges)
thieal vet to the liberation nuove-

mznt,

DIL INTERESTS

The wiciousness ol i_r.||'|r:1_'.'.:|li_-.1r|'s
redelion (0 the movement in Dhofag
can only be undemstood in the con-
text ol the important threat that it
poaes to the vital interests of imper
ialigm in the Gulf,

Rixly per cent of the world’s
krnown odl regeryes ate in Lhe Crull
repion, and the economics of the
imperialst counbres im Wesbermn
Europe and Japan are totally dep-
endent on imports of «il feomn the
Gulf.

I wefditiom the giant ol monop-

operationg in the Guif So a revols
utionary maovement like that in
Dliefar, which contantly Chreatens
tov sprend, to the other Gulf arsees,

iz @ very direct threar to umperialise
interescs,

lhat i why imperialian i3 bent
on crushing this movement by any
means passible. The LS, which has
boen openly stating recentdy chat it
will nel hesitate to oocupy the oil
fields if its vital interests in the
Gult are threatened, may wlso soon
becomes imvolved in the Dhofar
war, Already ic has been agreed wich
Sultaiy Qabus thal Armerivin military
direrafl will be allowsd to use the
focilitics ar the HAF base on Lhe
wlimd of Masirnh.

The Labour bovernment has
proved Loobe o more chan willing
nccomplice in these developmznts.
Chinan was significoncly abmost the
only arca of Bratish military operat-
wang Lo escape the oot in luture
expenditure announced in the res-
ent Defence Fesiew. And only a
torinight ago David Ennzls, Mlsster
of State Tor Foreign Affairs, arrived
in Muscar to expres his hope that
the PFLO ‘rebels” would be Gually
crushed by the end of the yoar,

S0 much for the Labowre CGovernes
ment’s conumitment to socialism, a
causa which the PFLLF openly esp-
ouses apalinst the repcfionary stoops
of imperiplim, Sultan Osbus. Bt
the working class organisations oa
whicl the Labour Geverninenl reliey
fbor rs suppart lave the power to
change this aituation by demanding
the imoiediate withdrawal of sl
British Torces from Cheman. The de-
munatrubon called for Sunday 2
March by che Gull Committes, Lhe
Iranian Siudent Society in GB, and
the Pulestine-Gulf-Yemen Solidarity
Commiites —psemble 2.00pm o
Horse Guards Avenue, near White-
hall- will be a firsst important step
it SutlElimig sinch 5 o malas
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Privale praciice —in or oul of
e Mational Health Service— must
onel. These were the words of Steve
bobimson, Matianal Officer of the
thealth Services Division of NALGO,
wpeaking ai the Loadow demonsirac-
e agaansl povnbe practice on Sal
arday, 17 February.

The demonstration, called by
ihe Medical Committes Apains
Prvate Practice - MUCAPP-— was
spoptared by ot feast seven (rades
councils, varlous frade unign
smnches— mony, like the North
Lomdon MUR, ile Acton Works
AUEW, and the Ford's Dagendam
TGWL ouisde the NHE - a5 well
= the frbuane proup of MPa, the
Socialisi Medical Asociation, and
sselfield Hrighiside Labowr Pariy

Johmon went on to explain
that NALGO'2 call Tor the “blacking’
ol private hospital construction had
been adopted by the TUC in 1973
the added: "The TUC has dome moth-
mmg about either “blacking” or fom
meiting prvale practice in the NHS.
We must see that that policy is
acfirely pursied.'

He warned of the alarming
Fowih in private medicine, aad
painded cut thoere were close conn

i . G, T
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ections botween the MEYS gnd priv
ale medicing: “The chairman ol {he
liniled Kingidoan Hospitals Group o is
Hir Jobhn Pridesus, who just |'.._||-.1|'|'|k
o be also chalrman of the general
trustees of 51 Thomass Hospital
and & member of the Lambeth,
soalthwark and Lewsbam areg
health awthority

KENT MINERS

Jack Collins, o af the
sational Unson ol Mineworkers
national executive, pledped the
spport of the kent miners in the
fight o defermd the ¥HS. Sakd Ol
ina: "It j5 up to the labour and trode
undods mpovement fo pat g slop Lo
private prictice,” He densunced
the parasitic role of private praci-
wce, pointing (o the way thal i used
NHS equipment b “provide casy
pickings for the medical snjvs

Bob Pennington of the Intermat-
jonal Marxist Groop poinged Lo
Lhe full police coaches seni Lo the
demonstration. “The Labour Gover-
nmend imcreases the police [orce,
jacking up London police wages by
52 per cenl in one year. At the
sime time it fghts bitterty apsins
the demands of health workess Tor
8 decent wage and s fesponsble for
the minning down of the NHS

‘e nding postcards to Labowr
MPs won't solve the crisis in the

:|'|.'Ii||'-:;[

1MG |.|:|l.~\ah.E'r IEIr.'rI: F'E:trluu'tql:un [rlgj'rrl and Dr. Barry E!r:au.rrm-m Hefth

The Stedents Union at Birmlegham
Umiversify lae an almast uidgue system
of financing by which il geds 2 grant
swih year of aroned £1E0LM0 From e
Cowernment [0 cover costs for calesing
el spow(d [acilitics, ete,

Last year the Students Umion made
8 E35, (M) loas on catering due [0 rising
coams and low student grants. The Lnian
offeids, who dominate the Studsnts
Lsban Guidld Council and ore jea Ly
Andiew Vallance-Owens 3 leading dghe

dovidod o vk 21 catering workans ol
o & stadl of 80 to out thelr losses: Thix
= only rovealed bl week, as e Uidon
filicials arrempled 1o ._|.r:,- S0 s
sowes Bohind the backs of the soudents
B workers on e cunpuws.

iatber fhan anch a fiph avainst the
sy 0 educatan and for adequpts Stile
Gimncipe, ihe Union mighdwingers prefer
13 chg woerkers” jobiz and cut szriiess
fow Wieir own sfudonl members— Lds in
B Etuabion where the wookan wha wark
B relectary sy aleeady Dediy urdlier
iElied, wilh lomg queuss ng-:.-l.-ll.'-pm; a1
lumchetimes. However, this #tab in che
ECE @ il pane unoppesed:

Pwo weeks apo the join uples coman
Hiee, which vorers all ‘the drmd unians ar
Sumingham University, held o confeiesee
ol rwdy wnionists and stwdents on e
camipus wWhich passed a resslulivn mejeci

:1-: amy clis in educa iy vspendipues

Catering workers fight

back against student
‘bosses’

wamper it th= Natiomal Undicn of Stslenrs,

Ihe. 80 catering warkers have reiecsd
Lhe guis owt of hand, and gro threats -
ing stflke action —ulthaugh they luw: =0
Tak had litide support fram the Jocal I'ddd
WU afficlals Adso the Culs Actian Liamrr
mitdee, which wag initiai: d by the lnter
T tone Marxisd Group ol 3 Studcnts
Urion Gienorl Mo btz Iest ferm anoung
the NUS rmmis sirko, has staried i GEIN-
nalpn amongsd students (o force I
Union efficials b neverse thels propecly

e Jueebeem aomy ol Ui CARTIaigs
I8 1 Tawee the Govesnment fa ke |
pansibility Fer the preseng erlsis in ol
aundian and cough up the nocossary
Finances. The vaibrus wiorkers o lairky
militanr ower this issae, and lasd veer
jmitecd the stadenis inoa demnarstration
zmimst the doducation cut-backs As far
atudenlz, 1O figead aue thres weeks
ra fo e morslrale aeainal o visil by aff
kAl Crom the Universite Crants £ o
illeo, desplle misdireetion of il renls
sinke by the mght wine

There s wlearly & busis for g e
Fghl-back against fheas lagese o e pied
culs, aspecially az e women workons
Fawe miade: il wlear thar they are propined
I Hehl Alreedy samie of chem e
spakon ot Studenig Lnion mceciioes 1o
cam supar L Hapefully by moct weck
the sladen b will have Seon swing belind

Eem and Eve basis lad Cof g i camp-
n.iE apdlinal the cuts i wlacation.

SHERIDAN

=

By MECE

Last Baturday's dermonsiration against private practice

MHS. The action of tha Swanses
workers, the solidaniy steikes by
dockers, miners el during bast
vear's nurses” puy clabin and fhe
embargn of the Chiring Cross Hos-
piial workers have given the lead
an how to fight both against. priv
ate preciice and defend the NHS.
“The working class movement

T s S D i
Hlustration:= Time Out/Sanderson

z

WEALTH?

must take up this campalgn. Bui
il musl wse (2 own dlrength and
thot streisgth musi be aed o fighi
against the plans of the Labowr
Goverpment. Thal is the only way
b muke the Lobour MPx pot’

EOYCOTT

Steve Ludlam, o WUFPE shop sie
ward and member of the Internat-
innal Soctalists referred o the
Xmagdinner disaster at Levion-
slone Mental Hospiial, eheee (06
women were poisoned and [wao
died, pnd said that i1 wax not sure-
prising the kilchen conditions werp
bad since ihey were budll in 1885,

nlrthula'- |" : Eli ”'

THE IMECHARGING of privaie
patient Apne Colisandro from 1lke
malernily ward of Mormston hosp
itnl, Swansea. hus produced & atale-
male in the first privale beds disp
uie in Souwth Wales

Fhe provocative actions ol the
consultants. aidesd b the Arca
Health Authorties, shows Uhal they
do not intcnd B0 give up, They are
oy Hurculening o pat ancther pri-
vitkee praticnt in to the Morriston,
plis Lwo oihers into liozpitals in
e Fhandda.

Seven hospitnla dn the South: Bales
aritg wend involved inoscrike segban o
the Mueriston private el

MNurses and ancillary warkiers In Sean
sz Meatle Port Tulhar aid the Rhansddo

A plan to upgrade them had hesn
shelved beciese of lack of maney.

Ludlpm stressed the need for a
nationzal boveott of private hasp-
itals to stop the capitalist clas
bleeding the health service, Like
the other speakers, e urped
the way to fight the atiacks on
the MHS was by mobilising the
support of other workers in allinnce
with health workers

I, Berry Beaumont, who chair
ed the mesting, waid that the dem-
onstralion was parl of 2 wide camp-
aign ngaingl privile practice. She
reported that public mestings wers

urlertaak 1o Snppeil sy infHotives i
chied by the Morristan healith workems
and most of them voled oo sirike eveny
Wediesday until the dispoie was over
List weeek, meprescntalives of 18,000 has
picel workers in South Wakss rosk a

A docision to give full smpporl te
any zetion pkea af Marmsteon

Uhe Lanon all semvem (fond, teleph
oncs, bl changes, &ic ] b patiends aivd
comsiltancs using private beds, gl Ui
callimg of u mass meeting, innneliziedy 2
ALy patient i5 pdadiled is an exezllen
indtiudive,

1M pesolutions of supporl for the
nuriony al ihe Meorniston sent by Taeal
i, sreel workers car wirkers, aiud
many atlicrs shaws chat secticons of the
votking cligs wrs baeginning o neallse
that they hase o vested indeeeel in hach

heing orpanised by rades coumeils
in Wandsworth, Westminster ane
Brent on this msue

"We should institube workers'
imquirics infa the health serviee
- inquiries showld be run amd can
trofled By the working class move
ment’, she sgid. * These should: det-
ermine the health needs 'of he wers
kine cliss "

Hefore the demonatrtion et
Lincoln's Inn Fields o mareh o
Dovwning Stneed it was announced
that MCAPP would he GERANISIRE
a national conferenes —prohzhly
in June this vear,

deferaling and expamdine the MHS,

I task mow is a3 build o god
extend thot suppart, Lacause Sere is
o0 darbl that the Cilamerzan Healih
Autherity  like Healih Avtlosities afl
ol Britdn— wil saan he In sctlon
ygin om the privacepatieat Iraoe

Warkcrs al lhe Morristan, 454 health
workers Fromr pdher bicapitals in the
ared, algald by spmking ae ag many
trude unica and Frorony moeling as
poasille m the ooxt few woelks, Tlees
stioubd explnin how theie fighi s o fight
on belalf of all the working <lss, aml
as such ropuines maxinum sdppoert

The campalps iluald wse he digeet-
et at the becal Lobeur Counclla, [nsstlog
that they de nor pive apy planning perme
nsion for polvate hospilals and that they
Iskin all oriwate omctos fi Hie e



THE STRIKE involving 14 scaffold-
ers wictimased for wnion activity at
the Eldon Square site in Newcastle
has entered its sixteenth week. And
the local Labour Council has finaily
come oul in the open over the dis
puie —firmly nailing its colours 1o
the mast of the emplovers, McAlp-

Walter Wilson, Labour Councillor
and chairman of the Cowncid Devel-
gpmeni Committes, has gccued the
sirikers of holding the miepayers
fo pansom and has culled for lough-
er police action against the picket
lines. This after ten hove abraady
been arresied on trumped-up charges!
PRESTIGE PROJECT

The Labour Council has a 51 per
oent stake in the £40 million presi-
ige praject, but has taken no aclion
to force MoAlpine's to reinstate the
men. Now, with the properly devy-
elopers beaathing down their necks
gince the red of the site walked off
in sympathy on 3 February, the
Labaowir Council & beginning 10
wield the big stick —ab the workers
of course.

I an wres where another jailed
Poulson sssocile, Andrew Conning
ham, wid bhead of the Genedil anil
Municipal Workers Linion, the local
misleaders of the Tronspor and
General Workers Union and the
builing workers umon, UCATT, are
living up 0 his best traditions.

Dave Sheaton, the full-time offficial
of the TEGWLL has denounced the
sirike in bystencol terms and has
senl 8 Telox round T&AG branches
teiling them nol 1o sinke.

In contrasi Lo thi the stnking
scalloldern, who now includa all
the scallolden on T ynesade, have
posthing to hide. Thewr strike 15 &
midel of Wworking cliss democ Y
in- aciion

Hegular mass meetings are held
o ke all important decisions,
and the day o day minning of the
glrike 12 in Che hands ol & demaoc-
mikally elecied winkes commilles
With the help ol local studenis 3
repular sirike bulletin v produeced
two or three limes a week o keep
all striker informed of develop-
menis and inform other workers
im the area of their siruggls.

Ome of the main demands the
sonl folders wanl taken gp is that
the TEGWU, to which they ail
belong, should make the strke
olficial

MNEW SUPPORT

1§ 1% Lhe democratic -.:-rga.n.ihtll:ll:l
af their struggle which has lid the
hasis for winning support for the
seaffolders. Omly lasi wenk defegates
fresm the strkers Epukl“: o & mass
mesting nl Motherwell Bridge Off-
shore site at Leith, and o the stew
wreds commiltees al the Bobb-Cale-
don shipyard and Parsons-Peebles
Engnceripg and at the BovisMyion
site in BEdinburgh.

In Aberieen the scaflolders
spoke at the Hull-Russell shipyard
and to stevards al Abercdeen Docks,
a3 well asat a8 meeting In the Uniw-
crsity. All the mestings were sel
up by the International Marxis{
Group in Scolland, and the siew-

ards om all the pishs covered are
AITANRINE further mass Mecings
and collechiong

Student support 18 also broacd-
ening. A mass meeting of 4040 stud-
onts in Manchesier heard Geall
Ryun of the IMG put their case.
A collection of over £18 was raised,
Meanwiile the Newcastle Arca
Maalional Urnson of Sludents ic
amnging for the scaffolders io towr
all the 22 local colleges.

ATTACKS ON PICKETS
Chatrman of the NUS Area and
IMG militant Steve Faulkner told
Red Weekly: “We helieve it s vital
thal the scoffolders’ strike is won,
Since the Labour Government came
o power, not only have the Shrew-
shiry pickets emained i prison,
but there have been more atincks
on pickets —at Wingrove & Ropers
i Lrverpool, at Salford Electrical
Imstruments, Manchester, and during
the recent Intex sirike. Most import-
ant [or s*udenis, there has been the
decision in the “Prebhies' case just
batore Chrstmae in which the judge
riled that picketing in anvthing bul
inidustirinl dsputes was dlepeal.

*This decigion musi be reversed,
und we mash also get the charpes
dropped against Lhe fen prekels
arrested in Newcastle, Otherwise
the Labousr Governument will Teel
free to step up its harossment of

thie whole laboor and stedenid
movements, 15 we have seen in the
wiy the pesdice andl Special Branch
are using lhe soecalled " Ant-Terroe-
i=m Act”,

*Furthermore, the Fldon Sguare
dispuite has redsed the baming gues-
tion of o whom Labour Govern=
micniE and Labour Councils are resp-
onsible —their cronies in the ruling
cluss, or 10 the working peopls who
elected them in the first place. We
should be demanding an snguiry
inte the building programme ol Lhe
local Labour Council, tor be carried
oul by delegates from (he lrada
umon movement, and for resources
io be pul indo municipal housing,
schools, and wellare bnldings which
will benefit the working clyss —not
inlo coxtly “prestige projecis™.”

MASS PICKET

The scaffolders themseelves are
well aware of these proflems. Last
week (hey supported a demonstrat-
ton By sludenis prodesting against
the closure of the teacher training
L-:‘:Jlu_gt at Alnweck. Mow Lheir aim
is to build a8 mass picket owtside
the court an 180 March when the
ten imprisoned pickets come up
lor brial.

Every militant in the Tynesicle
arca should fight for token stopp-
ages and Lake lime of T Lo suppart
the demonstmation outside the
courl om 10 March. Forther mess
ages of support for the scaffolders
simike and the dermonstritiomn shoald
e rushed to the Strike Committes,
|.',l'|.1 Eddie Brady, 836 Benwell Lane,
Meweastle (tel. 0632-32365).

Newcastle
IMG

who came
to iree
the 2

im A 1

——

{rsaday) gwHHyH H313d -alaud

The Wigan to London march fo
free the Shrewsbury 7 finally reach-
ed London on Saturday 22 February.
Though B0 siriking scaffolders from
Mewcistle were on the march, and
several union branches sent deleg-
atioais, The majority of the demon-
strators were supporters of the Wor
kers Revolutivnary Pariy,

Howewver, in the face of inaclivity
and extreme hostility from the
frude union burcaucrats and the
Communist Pasly, the march took
the question of the Shrewshury
pickets into many sections of the
labour movemeni and correctly
posed the need For & peneral siclke
&5 the only way Lo fres the two,

Howewer the WRP (the main
losce behind Lhe Wigan Building
Workers Action Commilbee) simply
ww the march as a means oo build
thedr own organiation, Instead of
fighting for the maximum wnity of
all those. forees opposed to the borr-
aval of the two by the TUL and
their allies in the Communist Party,

SRR
o
r II'..-".

ey

g J- b

Plewcasthe scaffolders on Saturday’s march ta free the Shrewsbury .E

the WHEP pursucd their own sectar-
jan ends.

In order to do this the WRP
have broken every nomm of working
clasz democracy, In Liverpocl. Man-
chester und Coventry, members of
the IMG who wanted to suppost the
miarcit were phvsically prevented
from ==lling their papers and carry-
ing their banners on the march.

Even before the coach to Lond-
on left Kewcastle last Friday mghi,
three members of the IMG who
had lought for a £20 donation to
the march thiough the local Nation-
il Union of Students were grilled
by WHFP members before being
allowed to travel. Then they accuss
s of nol wanting the march to be
a success! Workers Press has even
printed slanderous lies accusing
ather revolutionary organisations
of “conspiring with the TUC against
the march.

The sectarian practices of the
WERF cannor aid the fighl (o fres
the two. I s only by allowing ol
argnmisations of the working class
to put their point of view, ond inv-
cdving afl organisations in jodnt acl-
ion, that a real campaign con be
bnll. Working cless democracy is a
necesaity if we are lo defent the

manoeuvees of the trade union bur
gaucracy and the Commumsl !"u.rij.'.

The Wigan march can srill pro-
vide o starl, The support it has
mobilised in varous areas can lay
the basis for action commillzes
cumpaigning Tor sirike actlon. See-
tons of the lnhour movement like
the Kenl and Yofkzhire miness
have gone on record calling for o
oneday sloppage. They shoakd
ant a date for the stoke as a Aot
step Lo 0 genedral sirike to frea 1he
[al

However, we must nol hmil the
slyugele to the Shrewsbury gickets.
Undor the Labour Government
there have been more attacks on
plekets. Moat recently ten pickeds
have been arrested at the Eldon
Square scaffolders' dispate in Mew-
castle,

Only a upited campaign on all
ifzie fromis can really geize the in-

itiative from the bureanerats and
the Commuoist Paror

International
Marxist Group

{British section of
the Fourth [nter-
national)

87T Caledonian Rd.,
London M. 1.

! wanld fike more information abowt
rhe I and ity activities

Feg Weekiy 27 February 1976 Page 11



WITH AN ESTIMATED & milliisn workers now on reduced hoors, sharl-time

working has tumed from o gele to o whirlwingd in the crisi-tormn motor
industry. The “big three” manufacturers - Levland, Fords snd Chryvsler—
hawve become the big three shorl-lime merchants.

Chrysiers already has 10,000 of its 21,000 manl workers on g twe or
thres day week at it Fyton and Linwood plants. The {irm’s
*gunranieed week” ayreement has now run sut, snd workers” wuges lave
sumpesl by 93 much a2 126 from the former £54 per week avérape, even
mcluding benelit money. A survey cariied ocut by engineering employers
i the heavily dependent components mdustry sugpest that there ae

3

gnother 25 000 workers on shori-time in the Coventry area alone, even

excluding the Chrysler plan

A Torther VO3 are o & Lhree-
day week a9t Vauxhnll's Ellesmere
Port factory, while Japuss have a
uimilar number on shori-time. The
crunch came last wesk when Fordt
enmounced il was pattimg 11,000
of its 35 000 workforce on thiee ar
lour day weeks rom 3 March. Hot
on Ford's hecls, British Leyland in-
formed 11,000 workers at the mas-
wve Longbridge plant that they
would he losing a shill a week from
mrExl myonln

FORDS

The most dramatic effects will
be seen at Fordh, At the Halewood
Transmizsion Pant on Merseyside
450 wall be poing on shorl time,
along with 3,700 workers at the
transii plant in 5|1|.||J1,a.|:up1|:|:1, and
B.000 at the Dagenlam body nnd
Esembly plants,

wttiﬂ*ﬂﬂm##ﬂﬂ*ﬂ##*u
*

ADBRESS..ocan o

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
DOMESTIC: £5 per year

FOMEIGN:  £9 per vear siclace mail

Wrice to RED) WEEKLY [distribuation)

e AU UNT ENCLOSED. .. .. ...

ek ok sleoleakese e seok oo skeoteste st stk soloie sk s e sheoleokolopé

Af the moment mass 54 L'i{'ll'lﬂi
wonld be met by 3 wave of factory
adcitpatrons, which is why Ford
ITHITARENERE Present short-time as
“Cutbacks to avoldd Redundancies'
i their papor Ford News,

But even short-time working on
this scale will not solve the car
homses' problems. Along with
natural wastape, which cut Bratish
I.u:.-la.l:.d"h work Loree v 10,000 in
a year, short-time is just part of &
sollening-up process For filore moss
redundingies,

Workers at Fords will gei some
protection from an 30 per cent Lay-
off agreement. Bul this anly covers
a fotal 15 deys, mnd will be gaten up
atter ten weeks ol shorl-lime wark
ing

Manapement bave wsed the pre-
texl of the introdection of short-time
to reorganse the shifl system of the

ﬂ‘i

¢
‘
e,

J:._.?-SU'P Lo - manchs

£12 per year aicmail

182 Peotosville Road,
Londen M.1. ENGLAND.

Seofestesesesfesfeofeese s sttt ek stttk deseskoktot stk sk st e el ke

Dagenham maintenance men, alleged
v to bring it into hne with shart-
time working, The maini=nance men
have instituted a aystem of *Rop-go-
operation wilh management, as the
naw shull system means harder work
and more anti-socisl oars. While
the plantleadership and the Conmu-
nil Parly are giving o certaln suppori
tor the policy of non-codperaiion
they are basically irving to keep the
id on this depuis, 35 nianageineni
wareld use the excuse of strke action
to provoke lv-offs which wogld
not e covered by 1he Iny-off agree-
ment

[nstesd of fighting for-the unity
of the workloroe around the sirug
gle of the mnEintensnce men and For
smashisg shorl-time working, the
Communist Party and the slewards
have conlented themselves with
conhesed and chauvinist sheloric
ggainst Ford’s loreign expansion
plans, This implies rlat Toreign'
workers can go to hell in the fight to
save "British” jobs. In fact (hese
are the anly allies ol British workers
ir Lhe Fight apainst the mulli-
nakicnals.

MO LAY-OFFS

Ford workers must reject the
vomminy s lay-offe. In place of the
Blue Book Agreement an las-offs
wirkers should be demanding the
sharing of the avallable work with
no los of pay and ender workers'
control. Management 15 claiming
thai the presonl messures nee due
to falling salés of *big" cars (Consul,
Cartina and Granada), which de-
mands @ A0 per cenl outin  produs-

arview below,

What was the immediste cause of

the sirilcT
Lasd year the trads unions —(he

ALUEW and the Nutioonl Socivey of
Metal Meclanics - secepied o selseine
#f veluntory redundansies and nan
meraitment af labour, The result has
hemzn thal miany sechons in the Fan:Limy,
apicadly the none weakly onanised
waes, ame badly wndermanned, In my
sertiom, there are meant fo b 56 work-
urs emnployed, and we would claine cven
mop: ate necessary for the jobs. But at
pacgenl anly 23 of these jobs am Hlled

The management cleady wanted the
mme work done By ewer workers. Sew
o1l waeks ope wy siarted g poeslaw n
-.rmm:irj_nn b this As @ pesmilt, manags-
tnent il ba wuse other workers and
cven #lall o do dar jobe Lasi week we
(odd them fis practics nust cenge,
Howewer, the company took na noties,
w0 we called an uneflicial strike,

O canarse, it's much: easier 1o ged
ULy ever isues like wis thun an shopd

o

Hlom. Tz elain should be smessad
at 1l fzee value by opening all the
hooks on Ford's investinent, prodoec-
tion and sales plang 10 workers®
Inspeciinn, Shop mestinge should
then work out lEne apeeds and shiflt
sclwdules, and an uverage working
wesk wilh no loss of pay should be
cnlculatad for the whole work force
to comcide with the cuts in praduc-
tion lewels, Such a plan should be
presented to managemeant and
refusal to comply should be met
with cecupatiom.

Ihe Communist Farty stewards
ure collecting signalures for o petition
to Benn Lo launch an CILGLEEY niLey
Fordy UK. But this enguiry must be
a workers chgury in the workers
interesis, not @ carve-up in the
interesta of 1the car hosses by Beon's
wihiee-kids, All Ford's plang and
neccounts shoald be published to the
workers' movement.

Barking MP and Peibune groop

The car industry i in the throes of a massive erisis. In many factories
workars have already acoepted short-time working. But at Wil mot-Brasd-
&f, & car components factory employving 2,500 workers in Blrmingham,
a saction went out on strike last week agsinst some of the cffects of this
pracess, Amaong them was an MG militant in the AUEW whem wa int-

e working of yoluniare redendarcies,
which pnd do divide the work-faree
Evarybody an the aection went sl By
the end ol the frst dey production was
serkiusly affented dhroughout the Ll
ory, ki Manapement waa faced with
the: prospect of haviig to fay everybady
1+Fl

They hove pow viven us & weltlen
statement (hzr an na oecagion will
anybody affempl o coves oar jods,
and. begoliations are- stacking aver filling
up all the vacancics and the axtr anes
we eliimg ane Uiere, O this basis we
agreed to refurn toowark.

— ey you think this is the end of
the srosy?

R, guite the contrary, It is ondy the
beginming The company ed ba car
hack manniie koeds on all sections deal
apead up work. Indeed, ihankgers have
Infeemally todd me Uil this & what thee
intend o don For dnslanos. two woacks
ages they allempied to stop the wemen
o Uue tmacks from asinp e loidets
during working bowrs, We will Jar e

JoYce

eeeee SMASH SVI;IORT-TIME

k. 1
it Lo Richardson has culled
for the nationalisation of Fords “for
the good of the workers and the
cconomy,” Buat what's gond for the
cRpia st economy will cortainly o
b wood for the workers, That's sy
nationalisation must be carred ouat
i the workers' interests; The oaly
way to enforce vhis is through wr-
Kess' control, At cvery slage darker
mizit be able to moniier the plans
and arrangements of sny proposed
nalinakisation, BHock any attempla
al sahotage by the management, anc
resish reoTgansation of production
whicly Is againgl their inrerests.

All Fords stewards and combine
delegntes should meet umme diately
to hammes oul u common policy
an jobs ard agninst short-tinse, 850
Tirsl step toa meeting of 1he union
plant leaderships of the entive motan
indusiry fo ser in molion o campaig
for the nationabisation of the whale
midusiry

Sim Bowd

cdiatona atarf, boi unless gy G0 up
the vacancios we are peepacsd to bke
acdban nemin

Do yoo think this has wider ime
plications?

[tiix 2 sign of ilse times i the car
indusiry, Every car plant, [ Ja T [ §
plaitt, ralling mill eéc. isin’ the e
Yaul Unforbunately fow shap siewands
in the industry pealise wist 12 ahaur ta
tit them,

Lasi week ol a meeting in Binmins
ham, Taha Deaion, seorebmy of - Ausiin
Longbridge works commities, claimed
that all that was necossary wis basially
n ijeciian of Gdvernment manesy
coupled with some reslnctinn o Jap-
anese aml ERC conpetition o onder io
aﬂl_h-:u ar probband He did nog see amy
crwls Of averproduclion To e ecdent
thal there was o, ke fell this could
mnply e solved by soce speclalistion
in the car industv,

What i5 meally necessary is ta Tassn
o, prepans car workers wi afe in the
Forelront of the present crisds, That will
neAn mars meetingg on the shop-loor
camidoed with cenferences of fctary
delepates fioit Sght acros the indisiny
ta hammer sat an albrnotive Atralepy
arvand demanda Uor nationalisaian of

"

the: cor indiastey wnder woskers' sailral,
Bl brcause moel shap siewands don’l
ciderstand wlkl is hopipening, they s
Lttle. nped Lor these stops. Wihan we weps
facea) with redusdancies at Wilmot-Breed
o there were no mpay eerings Al
BLML io Birminghan the sitiatian s
flao sxme, Few warkens Kivaw what §s
Eming ou dn the fectores, and s they
A not prepansd fac oo stoige 1inies
his chanpes. and the werk-Teree In the
cil’ industry §5 prepared For nisjar sine
Egles, thees & s danper B maor defests
WiH b suffersd, ;

o

L T
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