of the working class, Using the miners' sett

aivid of massive price increases ontu the
tasmn excuse, the Electricity Council is

calliag for a price rise over and above the 30 per cent already applied for. This will be the foursh

Bk B milwaymen, power:
e barrs. and mmey other workers
By for rises similar to (e
o keep juml ahead of infl-
ihe Labour Goverivment is

the Big stick. Chancellog
Besley bag threstzned rhussive
memployment al 3 tine when
LO00 are alresdy on the dole—
8 scresse of 20 per cenl since
Mowrmber.

The Government's Tavourite "l

P chec] Foot, fresh from his ‘trium
PR m South Wales {see centre
¥, hns echoed Healew's threat,
marped that il settlements (all-
wed the patfern sot by the miners'
Seal, “all the warnings on unempl-
symenl and the economy peserally,
which Mr Denis Healay has recently
Bven, would come true.” (Finencial
I Fimer, 15/2/75).

e e e e e

peces mose by 2.6 per cent, the sécond hi

H‘.‘Hhﬂm?m‘ﬂlﬂm:::mmllm next few weeks
.p‘ut.b-utturmdchm:hyﬁwpmxnpouni We can be sure that
will somehow manage to blame these increases on the miners! Yet in January alone retail

ghest monthly total on record. In the past three months
snmual mate of inflation has been & staggering 25.9 per cent!

Waving the ballered remaing of
thesocial contrac), he arpued that
‘comparability” of pay levels was
nob recognised &5 8 reason for “spec
ial' pay rscs under the TUC s WagE
puidelines. This is of central imperi-
ance for the railwnymen and power
workers, whose wage rates sre now
far below the £41 o week that
miners on the surface will be carn-
ing, and with which their wages sre
usually comparable,

Fool i also putting the boaot in
on threshold agreements. The social
contract is based on the cloim that
in return for gelf~denial by the more
powerful sections of the workers
movement, wages of the weaker
sections will be defended apainst
inflation and the social servipes irsp-
roved. Yel public sector emplovers,
including the Mational Coal Board,
arg now heing itrocted to stand

S JOURNALISTS OCCUPY AT Eav
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= gectncity prices in (wohe moaths, alfecting 3 basic item of every worker’s living

milk by 3
the hacks of the

firm wpainst further threshald deals
which could provide permanent
protection against inflation,

Tha bluff of the social comirick
st b called. Apgainst the stiempls
of the Labour Government o intr-
oduce some form- of sfatutory
Incomes policy in the coming werks,
whether through Healey's budget ar
sodne other means, the lnbour move-
ment should Launch the fight for a
‘miknorm® threshobd,

This would give sutomatic and
complete’ protection fo all Hiose
living on wages and stale benefits
agdinst overy increase in the cost
of living, The miners themselves
could have opened the tosd for the
wenker sections of the movement
by campaigning for sush a deal to
be part of their final sertlement,

Jamas Orake

I'he Mational Union of Jourmalists’
execulive bas made officinl by 18
voles bo one— the ocoupation of Fd-
weational Audle Viswsl Limited in
Morth London by jourmalists resist-
ing the aitempted clusure of the
coumpany by ity American porent

EAV's siw editonia] workess wers
inforsed on & February that cuts in
cducation spending in Britain, and
increasing costs, meant thal the sub-
sidiaty here was o longer vigble
EAN's offices in North Loadon prod-
uwee sight-and-sound teaching material,

Decupation begon innesdiaiely, on a
24 hoikr basiz Dy plokeds are beinp held
fbcat Bam o 1 0nin, Workers at E.J, Arnald
i Leeds, the Largest distril-ulor of educat:
Jen coudpement in Britado, have seid $hat
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FUND
DRIVE

Well. last week's call for money for our Gghting fund siarted the bal rolling.
We gof £25 from a group of readers in Hadffast "as recogni
consdant spport for ihe anti-imperialist siruggle heing waged by the Ikl people”

An Bl London accoun tanl sent us £15 snd eiber donations topped the Fumd

*up to £212. But we are atill sruggling.

¥ have nod yet heord From our genemlly relisble fiends in Birnsingham, Cav-
* entry, Manchesier and Leeds or Scotland. Will they moke sure that they et theds
* regular domutions in as soon 8 posgible. 4 number of London hrancles lave still

¥ pay up,

¥  You know the sddress — 182 Pentonville Hoad, London, M.1. Make sure we

* el our mony.
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STOP LABOUR'S
WAGE-CUT PLANS
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Imarnatmnal Mareis 'Jamm oontingant an Ml!lh!l.dim-urutrl'.ﬂnﬁ, u.,. 1ﬁ73 - 'ui"f':h-
marh from the st of the campaign to detend the Shrewasbury pickets

When the 24 Shrewsbory pickets
were charged in early 1973 the Inter-
nitional Marxist Group begn a cam-
paign for indefinite sirike action,

IMG militanis —aften in the teeth
of bitter opposition [rom the wnion
buresucrats and the Communist Par-
ty—were responsible for setting up
Shrewsbury Defence Committees.
The IMG was to the fore in mabil-
Bing support for the mass pickets
outside the courts, und prEting sym-
pathy strikes

The 1MG bas organised countless
meetings, written iInnumerabie prf-
Ieles in the Red Beekly and produced
three pamphlets on Shrewsbury.

SIDELINES

After rermnining on s sidelines
of the Shrewsburye campaign the
Workers Revalutionary Parey fick-
ered to briel life when it agreed to
& juint meeting with the IMG on
this Bssue, Bat no sction came out
if the meeting, After breatidng ver-
bal fire the WRP tumed back to the
aegrarian glieten,
When the Wigin March of g rised
by the Wign Builders Action Com-
mittes wag announced we woole: S A4
v initiative to et the 2 oot lzas
beon started by the Wigan Builders®
Action Comotiites, 11 is an initiative
that can unite into a national cump-
dign all those pdlitants whe recognise
the need for a general strike to fome
open the prison mares,”

SUPPORT

We callad for “reaolulions of

und chie sending of the kggear k-
ible delegations to join the march."
Unfortunately the opporaunizer
of the WRF has dominated the whale
exerciat. In Coventry they refused to
spedk on bwilding sites whore IMG
building workers had armnped mesi-
imgs, Thiz despite the fact that one
of thess building workers was i mem-
ber of the Coventry Trudes Council
st b-comnittee responsible for o
anising support for the march.

With the exception of the clair-
mean of the Coventry Trades Council
all the platform speskers at last Frige
ay's meeting were either WEF menr
bers or supporters Instend of Urging
8 upited carmnpaign these spenkers
ggpenl most of their Bme denounving
the revolulionary left

The Trades Council chairman lad
1o point out that the IMG and the
other lelt orpansations had besn
campaigning in Coventry for two
vears on the Shrewshury issue.

Thiz WRIF performance playe:d right
inte the honds of the CP and the
right wing who wanl bo make sure
o independent campaign gete off
the ground over Shrewsbury.

The tale of sectarianisos slrefobios
from Liverpool through to Magchest
¢1, Birmingham and Coventry, Such
actions do nothing to help pat the 2
ot af jail

They damags the prestige and
credibifity of the revolutinary lafe
and, abave ail, they demonstrate the
bankreptey of ap organisation that

PULR IR cwn marmow interests above



b is often sud that war is the
contmuation of politics by other
memns: [he Proveionals showld leam
thai politics is simply the conlinums-

ing of the cessefire became inevit-
able as the Provisiomals proved more
and maore unable to pet out of the
biind alley of their bombing camp-
aign. But the same wrong politics
which produced that impasse are
ciiflming to be applied in the

Bew Situskion,

i the shart term, it is obwvious
trai tha end ng ol hostilities a3
the-inost obvious Sign Gl the cont-
inued resistance against British fmp
eriglism— will be demoralising for
the natiomalist minority. The cease-
fire signifies 3 setbuck for the strug:
pe of the minority. But the longer
the bombing campaign in its present
form had continued, the mare irred-
eFanl il would have become o the

mewts of the minority and the more

I B o the credit of the Provis
fonal leadership that they have rec-
ognised this. It i3 because {he Prove
mionals recognise the need for a
new orentation tlat they will fight

deipite ke feeble concessions that
they have achieved from Sritish
impenalism

Bol the self-deluding way that

ILhr: Frovisionals have polivically

explained their negotiations and
pastibed the ceazefire —thelr news.
paper Aa Phoblachr says it has been

wil of war by other meas. The call-

disoriented they would have become.

for the continuation of the ceasefire,

‘declared fiom a position of strengih’

aguns very badly for any erifccal
amsessmentl ol Tulure pemspectives

GOVERNMEMNT

It ie-true thal the British Gov-
emment itsell wants io see the end-
ing of hostibities for a period —and
for that they will mske some small
toncesslans. Bul these concessions
won't be made becausé they are
abool in be defeated by the Provies.
All the British are inlerested in is
uEeng the lwll in the fOphting to pal
topether 8 new  moderale’ conlition
composed of elements of the Loyal-
15 and the SPDLP, as a way of
keeping a life line open towards e
Southern lrish ruling class, Bul ewsn
such a ‘masderale’ block counld only
eimerge on the condition that the
fighting spirit of the minorily was
smashed.

It iz in this context that the
whole agreement on "policing” is so
dangerous. No-one is opposed Lo
the Provisionals getting the hest deal
they can from the British. But it is
the height of lmnacy to trusi thai
Rees will keep his word os long as
the Provisionals keep theirs,

The only wiy that any verbal
cofcessions can be puaraniesd is
through alerting the minority and
mabilisng for the defence and exi-
ensicn of such ‘concessiong’, Amy-
thing else can only play into the
hands of Rees and the British arory.
The idea that the Providonals
should ‘police’ the truce —whatever
pood intentions the Provigional
leaders might start with— will, 1n
the actusl balance of Torcss, mean

"H__ - -
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collzhoration with the British forces
of “law and order

The srmy may be adopling a
Tow profile’ for the moment, bul
as one Britsh commentator put i,
it-ig &lill kecping vp its goard, In
such 0 situation, any attempt by
the Provisionals to referee any con
frontation between the mincriey
and the army can only mean internens-
ing amongst elements of the minority,
I'hiz can only lead to lorther confos-
iom and demoralisation.

The Provisionals cannot change
the balamce of forces by wishiul
thinking. The dangers are obvious
just from looking at the way that
Seamus Loughran, Provisional Sinn
Fein leader in the Morth, is des-
eloping., Alter expluining that the
Provistonuls were setling up vipil-
antes to police the Catholic arens
he sald: *After consideration, maore
aerions come might he handed” over

o Lhe British forees of Inw and
omler.

Wiichever amy you ook at ik
such n stateoteni implies a clesr
willimgness 1o collabaraie with
Hrilish imperiabizrm, We can culy
hope tah th
hope Lhad the Provisonsd leadership
will dissociate themsclves Fram such
proposals. But unlornunately, com-
cemsions of this type are built into
the wery Jogic of the situation.
LOYALISTS

Hocs o playing on exilremely
deficate game. Hi project & ta hold
off the extreme Lovalzis until e
has time 1o fudge iopether some
‘modernte’ Bloc. The ceasefire will
help him de this by underculling
the support for the more extrome
Lovahisis,

I the SDLP can be guarantesd
ian pverwhelming voice from the
minGrecy 35 a result of confasion

al the Provisionals® stunce, only
shghtly maone thin 10% of Protest-
antg reed o be won Lo mell the
extrems Lovalist majority nwaw.
Buch g dream is what Recs iz wame
bling on.

It @5 frue that in the nexi period
tensiond are bound o incresse Sn-
cigsl Uhe exireme Lovalisis Bud
the idea that some back-stage nyan-
ieuveings by Bees will ehatier them
completely i=a pipe dream, [ndeed,
lbe ongoing quarrel between the
para-military thues and the Unired
Ulster Uniomist Council palibisipns
ower who gets whal afier o Eoyalis
viclogw in the Convention elections
has rocently been patched up ina o
ralher ominogs way.

A secrel commidiee has now apn-
arenily been formed which, as the
frigh lhwes-expluined, will bave the
funciion of ‘brunging the paramilit-
ants imlo policy making an:d bringin
the politicians into planoang Vor fﬂ
wrbri-parlizmentary aciiviy shonld
this beoonw necesary in the event =
of o Convention brekdawn', The
Loyalals’ notion of 8 Canvenlion
hrenkdown s any oulcome which
s L gEive fhem 8 majornty. This
is what will sty mie Bees' project.

All in all, the ceasfine does nisl
alter the fundamental festures of
the situstios, The minority stil has
to be crushed and the Lovalists re

sl ufter the whole cake, despite
Rees. Bul, the tempa of the inevi
able clush between these [wo iTnec-
cncllables has been stowed The
spectre ol civil war will pecede g
little. The 'Ulster Ronndabout® will
g For ane more twin.

STRENGTH

withoui dombt the new silustion
- el vl b aeed io creaie
Beeors @ e possibility of §
"Comtitutional” settlement in the
framewnrk of the Sin Counify siale
et But such Mlusions nesd not
smdercul the growing senfiment
lor roop withdreswal amongst the
British working class.

Such illusions have hit the dusi
to often already. What we are
more likely to see 5 the opening
of & major debate msdde the work-
ing cliss on how ihe sitnation in
Ireland can be resolved.

The Tribune gronp of left Lalb-
our MPs have alresdy staked their
claom. As far &3 they are concerned
ihe cmcdal thing is 1o recognise
‘whai has nlways been the really
mountainous cbheiacle o peace in
Morthern Ireland: the fears of the
ane milion Frotestants’. Their ans
wer i5 that the Labour Government
musi show that these fears are un-
justified, by crealing a system

Rent.

Evenits in Morthern Iraland are now
maving rapidly towarcs 8 rew ard pot-
anilinliy en more dengeros climas.

Tha alections to the propocsed Con-
Bitutional Convention are likaly ta res
ult In & majority for supparters of the
Mniged Ulsier Lnionist Cowneil, The
Gavernmant will then e laced with
chitses petacin handing over pesvesr to
Mussre Paslew, Cralg arg West or eoqi-
inwing weitn Cirect Aule. Eithar vy
mesn cartinued vialence ang segross
i,

A changa i policy s Saseetial, The

N THE TROOPS OUT

wherehy power can be handed
back to them,

We hove to assert on the conir-
ary, that the major factior preventing
peate in Northern Ireland s (he
presence of British imperialism
and the contimied division of the
Irish natlon. The Loyalist orpanisat-
lons are the political nrm of British
military sirength which ensure the
conlinuing division of Ireland. The
Loyalisis will have to be smashed
rather than sucked up to.

The Communist Purty policy of
4 Bill of Rights enforced by the
British Army will not do that joh.
Indeed, the next perlod will show
that this approach oo ends up in
prosiration before the Loyalists,

The only consizieni policy. and
the only one which can guaraptee

Governmant st broak with the trad
Itional zppraach af Britain to raland
Military repression and repressive Ieg
Islation will nov werk —whethes in Ire-
land ar in Britin. Thara can be na
mare British-mace ‘solutiars’) s
peoole atl lreland mast decide their
awn Flatyss

But suoh & charge will nol comes
Abaut bnkwss the lalnsur mavemai
Leging toocomi 10 grips with The prob-
b, farmulates @ policy, sl having
done this, mases its voips heard.

The Matenal Conference af Lsb-

Treland and
—planned by the Troups (ur Mepe

MPAIGN !

& Ctewe and lasting pence’, iz thai
ol ine complete withdrawal ot
British imperialism militarily,
ecgnomically ond politically,
Getting the troops out will be a
firsr step o thai

Ernging clarity to this question
must be the sutcome of the trade
uiton conference called by the
Troops Out Movement for 24 My,
In the light of the approaching el-
ections for the Constilutional
Con¥ention and the development
of this debate inslde the workers'
movement, this conference could
nef b more limdy in cutting the-
odigh the manifold false positions
on Irelaind and nlerting the British
workers' movemend to its real Lasks,

- Fdololokstolslolsgok stk skokskoolok ok sokolok sk stoktolikstesk skl sk sk st eoteseksokol

TOM plans labour movement
conference on lreland

3’:'11-_;';:1'3.:! wing ietfer & being circudeted to potential smonsor: af the
Natfonal -:'.'rm,r'crnu-rr_ af Lebour Movement delegates
the Labour Movemeiit (e Britgin’

aur Mewaiment Delagates on 24 May
c@alled by the Troops Our Mewsmeant,
i 80 imporient apeartunisy for all
sectiong of the labaur mavement to
dizcurs the role of the British army
in Irband, =nd she way farsard 2 a
st and lasting pese based an the
right af tha lrish oenpls o st par
M 2T 0,

We thesatars urge The famour Frogs
ment 10 support his confareace as
one glep tannds develapivg an inf e
e podicy which will ansure 2 -
asive aoluzien (o the lrish profem’,

DEFEND THESE

Red Wenkly i& pleased to print the
follawing article calling For work to
e sieened ao in oefence of the 14
NS milltarts charged with aff
arces urndor the Tnciternent to Diga-
fection Wict. Alghough we have eer-
tair political dvfferences with Pat,
By will mat in fe siighitest prevent
the IMEG From giviag its full support
T this carrioahon,

Suppert 8 gradusdly developing for tha 14
defendants from the Eritish withdrawal
from Xorthern Irefand Campaign, bist the

witking cluss lias yet o be mobllised an the

dnsue, Thive needs 00 be 4 massive tainp-

uign demandiig the immediaie dropping of

the charpes and the sbolition of the [i-
chiement to Dimffection At if these

people sre not to be viclmised and jalesd For

viars [ oppoding British (pecalisny bn
Tredamd.,

Like the Shrewsbury pickets, they have
been charged wnder the disgraceful coii-
spiracy laws—laws that can imprison sogpe-
owne fiop lide Do ‘comapdeing’ with athers

they have never even met before, 1t is alle- wi

ged thar Hhey conspinald to hreak simething

valled the [ncitement to [NaalTecfion Act: &

pieee of legislation which gavely imfringes
the right of free spesch in this, our sup-
posed ‘demcracy”, Specificathr, they have
been charged in relation ta 3 face sheet far
soldiers sdfising them ot various ways—

W ileodex and o thadox —of getting out
M thearmy If they dislike the vicious role
they a7 required to play in kelond,

The labnar mevement shoubd see the
charges in the context of oller repressva
misures & present belng laken in rlis
countr¥ (and of course in the six norih
edetewn caunties of Ireland ) agalnsd the
warking cliss: the inyprisoning of the
Sfwcwabury pickets; the extmblishment of

coadral wnits in prisons; the army “exerclses’
a1 Heathirow and elsewhere - which no douht,

anion g other things, constifmie admirahis:
braining for sirike breaking and *proFeniing
i blocdhath in Mosthern Irelamd’. Trade
nicnists shoubd heae la mind that e day
i} rome wheit they ton eoitd be charge
with Incitement to Disaffection if fhey
leafleted tronps brought in to break strikes,
%0 i 8 essencind sl the bboor move
el dakes mp the cause of the BWSNIC 14
ard dues svervthing it can o farce the La-
b Lpvernment & live up to it Socialisg
principies and drap these charges. 0 s
yually essemtial that afl demancing an
endl o Britich imperisliam i Treland ce-
Cirgnise thar dhe case af e 14 i their case,

MILITANTS

BY PAT
ARROWSMITH

They are in the dock ecanse BWNIC ills
for the immedaite withdrawal of British
imirps fooam Ireland and an end ot wikon
bedween Brituan and Mortbern brelomd, T7
the charges are dropped, thes will besa
victory For the enlire Troops Dul neove-
meni.

So far, soae small public mesdings have
been kedd, 3 petition is keing circulated, and
salidarity action has heen n,rgl.n;imj by &
@oip in Manchster, Becently an open
foram held in the House of Commoens, and
chaired hy Mouresn Colguiwousn M. P was

‘[eaoday | QHY I MTHOMNY o]

attemded by abaut M) people inchiding re
presenfa nves from about half-a-doeen pesce
govnpE and & mianber of eivil Hberdies 2nd
belt wing arganizarions: 1M, T8, BPC, TOM
&nd & vouple of (rade uniona,
Two mAjor decision wers made: 1o hold
a Intge public nsceting with & broad plat-
Tarm; ond £ organise 0 mass picket
(starting af 10 ) outside Lambeth
Magistrapes' Court (Renfrew Rood, London
SELl}an Monday 3 March, the first day
of comundiial procesfings.
This will be: the lirst major spporounio:

to demoieiiraie support i sedidnriny

For the BWXIC 14, Al wio wani Britaln
out of Freband now end an end o e
victimisation of these BWS N 8 cbvists
should fake Wme off work that day and
il Lhe picket,

Fat Arroasiih



Croydon Co-op members fight for
socialist campaign

As ihe campaign around the
Common Market referendunm begis
s wmrm wp, msl of the minnming on
the smii-Market side has so far heemn
mmde by the "Get Britain Ot Came
pakgn {LBOC), Bot although this
b fromi body i the campaigning
vehiche for most of the anti-Market
tradde umbom, and is mdeed lorpely
fumded by them, some distinctly
odd Figures bove olready distinguash
ed il mweetings

Al Folkssione, for exampde,
(Biwe Jemiing of ASTMS wos joined
on the platiorm by that well-known
fan ol the trode unions, Enoch
Powell Ai Bristiol the speakers inc-
fuded Bath Tribuniie MP Eon Thom-
a8 and Mondsy Club MP Richard
ady. As for ihe oudiences, they
fuyy Frﬂ.'ml!'_-' consisied of Comine
st vty members. Tory back-
woodsmen. Maticnal Fromt sk ppeird
er% and the odd, rather hewildered
trade umionisl

FASCIST EXCLUDED

he Loadon Co-ap Poliiical
Comnuitee, which made the indtinl
financial conirbuation Lo the estab-
hshmenl of Che GEOL, Bas now
laken o firsd nervous siep Dowartds
challengng this miher curious line-
Hp AL Uhnir sugpestiod, the GBOM
b decwled o exdude membery of
the lmcsd Matiomal Froal ffam s
medap. Bei ek 0 & deaily a
poaitivg wlep for the worien s
ment tkat (e mwal ardem polehls
ligeatsars of B SfEEEE el orp
epst e Rave wifoed & srvhack
thin 5 osfy the vy g of the x=-

The §ormm, Licas el rees

7 that they do not pres-
ently envigsge the destruction ol
the trade amions and sworking class
polii sl organsktsces. Bl they o
L. = =1

U g i o oormes. Bt for
these represeniaiives of the capit-

Cuts bite as support grows for

ulist class, capitalem itsall u not
urally unchallengenble, becouwse if
there was oo capltalisl class There
would be no capitalist politicians.
S0 they are agreed that ihere &
only one solution: the working
class must pay for capinlism s cngis!

The trade anion jeaders in the
el Brilain Owl Campaipgn and their
biotherns m the Labour left. Comme-
winisi Party and Cooperative move-
ment ore nol hall so clearsighted
By allowimg the capitalist politic-
ans into thar anti-EEL campaign,
they are hifching their wagon to
people who have no strategy but 1o
redite workimg clags lving standards,
By fighting the campaign on the
basis of ‘sovercipniy’, they are sire
ngthening one of the most importont
wiys 0 which the juling class div-
ides the working cless: by supgesting
thal Botish workers have more in
common with their 'naticonal® Buatish
gxpiniters than with workers in other
counines (aoed wilh similar allacks
from their own ruling elasses.

What is more, despile crggninar-
iriuril i excludimg the KEF, they are
helping ali the forees of the extrame
nEht o pose as [rends of the work
ers movement by fighting the EBEC
ofi exactly the same reactionary
political basis

POLITICAL STRUGGLE

Bat mot all the antl-Market lonces
are willing Lo go along with this son
al campaign. |a Croydon, mombsers
of the Soath Sebwmban Co-op Polit-
sl {ommiter, dingmated by the
e TRy conlemy of, pad pTEREDCE
off [mcemin a2 3 Uo-op satrSatier
maring of | ! lesary, baw bas
e 3 politcy Hraggle for £ poe
S cEepampT dgEinil the EEC

the secretary

Red Weekiy: "We are not dntl-Barop-
fdn, we arg anb-capilolist, We are
mod in lavour of & chauvipist camp
e spmimd e EFC bul for one
whah light lor e e of 3 Us-
End Socalm Siale ol Europe.

‘For this reason, we dissgree

Ant- EEC march 1972 —raom under its nl'uu:nnul umbiiralla lar contingents from bath the Cammunist Party and the Mations) Fram

with thost Co-op nembers wha just
want Lo exclude the NF, and that
only under presaure. We are for

the exchugon of all Tories, Liberals,
and other capitalist figures. That's
why we ure organising a meeting

for members of the lsbour move-
menl done, 10 organise a socialist
Sampagn Epaingl the Comman
Blarket *

WALKED OUT

Stan Mchlillan, 3 Labour Pary
member, USDAW shop steward and
memnher of the South Soburban Oo-
op Political Commities, exphined
whal happened when, together with
several other people, he walled out
of the 15 lammry meeting

‘In the moeting | challenged the
right of snybody not in the labour

Leeds conference

Mevwlere can the Labowr Gowvern-
ment’s dramatic failure 1o stem the
cuts in social expenditure be seen
mare cheardy Lhan in Leeds,

Last swmmer and autumn saw h'ﬁ
siruggles against attempis by the local
council io slash spending by reducing
teaching staff levels-and cutting grant
awards to local students and yvouth
clubs. The housing situation s a dis
aster area. With 30,000 on the wait-
ing lisl the council managed to build
450 mew hiomses [ast veaar!

Mew schools bave had to be

closed beciuse Lo save Lime, and
therefore money, high alumina
confent cemenl was wsed in Lheir
ponstruction. This is now crambling
away, disrupling schoaling fos
thousands of kids. Public works
are grinding to a halt with mainten-
ance of existing councl howsing
pardeularly hard hic. Mol surprs
ingly social workers have ong of
Lhe heaviest case-koads in the
gountry—an gverage of 50 familles
A piece,

[ ass this situztion that led militanis
af- the Internatianal Marsisg Group i
Leads to start campaigning for a lecal
labosinr mowveinent conferencs apaing
the cuts. With ncreasing sectioms aif
the fahour nvovemesnt sechnp 1he necessk-
b ol defending the sacil aspeces af thedr
|J‘-"-"£“3I'I13Il.13 aa oavcly as the wass
paczel, supporl lor the conference is
snawhal ling,

Twa evonls in partcular hightight
ids timelines. The Lebhowr Govermment
lad tecently authodsed e caoosllalio
ofa £12 million programme far rebuild

g and exiending secibons of the Loeds
Cencral Infinnary. £15 million of the
L27 million praject has afread y been
spent, Mexnwhde the Joiad cowncl has
wiven phonnine perenission o Allisd
|evesiments to spend L4 millkon convert
INE an enply nieisen inlo s Seiveie
hospiltal

Mo womler seppont for the confe-
e 1 prowimng? Tho Amalpamated
Union of Engineering Workers shap
s{ewards commilbee al Tangy-Epoa, &
local enginecring firm, his reacied enthius
metically to the circular sdvertismg the
conference. They have seni g resclution
o the AUEYW Distrct Committee urging
it to pet ns many shap stewards as pas-
gipde 1o allend. Discussions ars also
under way toowork out the kinds of pro-
posals the cotferdnce shoald adopt to

levelop Lhe campaign agminst the cuts,

Amy praposgls willl bave fo come Lo
gipe with the followmg facts:

Firstly, the depth of the ciisis is
revgaled byt fa@ure of the Joeal
capitalist mg, the Ewning Fost, togeth-
e with a burch of conmaliants, 1o “wEve
the Leeds Ceneral lnfinnery— despite
aoltecting 124k (K] signatares

Seconidly, the lowl Labour cosncil
lix howw cppased the joint Tory) Libetal
schieme to allow the privete hospitl nod
bisziuse such sche mes damage the
medical carp of (e working closs hy
undernining the Mationsl Health
Zarvice, bar op the bass (hal granting
plancing permission o Albed Inyesr-
mznts wouli set a preeedent For boilding
I the "green-helc' | They hoped this X
would sphic the Likerals?

[As free as a bird?

IMN & WEEK which suw o renewed
outery agint the alloged threat to
the *freedom of the press” contained
in the closed shop provisions of the
Trade Union and Labowr Belations
Amendement Rill, one lncldent which
completely sminoed up the nature of
this so-called-freedon” went largely
wireparted excepr in the G,
Om Monday, [0 February, Mr Adex
andsr Paton, o Glasgow harman im-
prsoned by the Soviel authorities for
setiing five 1oa Leningrad hotel, Gew
into Heathrow airpost alter his ro-
It gt A poodwtl] gesture before Mr
Wilson's vizit to Moscow, Two davs
luter the Lkily Express carried a
lengthy interview wich Faton prefaced
by exiensive references to che fact
thit he was now *freg 8 a hicd” and
BFer #he Fizer M Fras Fo desen ot

Aninnecent cheerver of the press mighi
Fave been surprised to note char Paton s ex-
tensive reveliions were confined ta i
Erpecrs | Pethaps the other papecs wiens'l
mierested T Mot so. The grevious day a
el Sratralize reparter had spilked tke
hears:

"The Eleathrow intervicy wis cul shart
when Mr Paten wes hustled swav by Doy
Expresd reparbers, &s hie 1200 he skaced:
“Tve hmd |4 snosths of the KGE-pow 'm
bik dn their kands apain, This is ab-
salurely ridiculous.” The Expresy is thousht
[0 bave bought Mre Paton's stary thraweh
his mather,” z

“Free nsa tird ", 4k they say, 11 seere
[hey Cargod Le mention the sxpensive gilded
cage. o wondsr the Uleet Streer editars
are S0 determined maet fo oy deld an el e
the Matioral Unien af Joaioslisie afes
all, the freedem of the chegquebon is an

atake!
e e P Rmaad o

virtedl by 7 wotes to 3 o endome
this line and exchude all forces
opdsmde the labour movemant from
thelr ant-EEC compaign, The South
Suburban Co-op Political Committee
has also voted its suppart to such o
campaign, and has seat a resolutlon
Lo the London Co-op Sociely depl
oring the ‘broad fron!” campaign
which it is trying to bodld.

Fed Weekly has always arpeed
that the only way for socialists to
oppose the EEC & to fght apalnst
all attempts by the ruling class to
make workers pay for the crisie of
capitalism, The cxample of this
excellent indtative in the Crovdon
ared musl be rapidly taken up else-
where. For further details contact
Bro. 5. Bupirmmaniam, Crovdon
Cioeop Party, Buskin House, Coombe
Road, Croydon,

movement to e present, and aadd
[ would Gght the Common Market
only on the ground of socialism amd
not of nationalism, When [ walked
out members of the Communist
Party followed me and said | was
wiong Lo oppose workdng with any-
ane who wanted Lo get Britain out.

‘lack Krdght, a lesding member
of Surrey CF, expizined to me that
“the ends justifly the means” and
that “the O would unite with
anyone and do anything to gei
Britain out of the EEC". | totally
reject this sort of argumant. NF
members and Tores shouldn’t even
be allewed into Ruskin House — (ke
local headguarters of the Labour
Farty and trade unions— where ous
mectings are held.”

Al o meeting on Friday 14 Feb-
reary, the Croywdon Co-op Party

FEX AN R RN N EELERENEE

LEEDS COMFEREMCE Against Cuss in *
“Sn-ccl Expondizure, 8 March all day at .

Kitagn College Speskers: Josn Maynarao ¥

iR, Mick O Shea [T&GE shoe stoward, »
“'R'irlgs College Hospitall, Geoff Fawoil o
“luul.:rul.ur'.r Lesos Area MUTE, G, Roberts o
BNUPE shop steward, S Jesres Hoapital Ly
B hpirman: Tarry Jacoues | Prosidens #*
L sede ALUEW). Sparsors include: *
oungliors Hop Sadlar and Jim Aockss; ¥
$-AUEW Digtrict Committes; Leeds "
wTrades Coung|; Crabimee-Vickars SUEN
#Fop Swewards’ Committes; NUPE Mo 3
wieranch; ATTI Lismon Committes;r Laeds
‘.Puiy Students Union. Orintl from:
‘.Dnn'rwnm Secretary, 11 Simmans T:rrul:e.:
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The libowr maverment wat’ T_;ﬂ far
with this kind of rubbish. Apainst chass
lailamee the confersnce must begds (o
map i an alfernative worker solution
to the 2plsis in soial expendinure,

Diacking all wark on e private hospi-
ml ad direct acton te Farce the caancil
b meverse its decisiaon would be & o
step im rhis difection. Furthermare, a
Lincal demanstration could he heid
dzmanding the reversal of the cuts an
U Infloeary aned the turning over of
the maonnan ta the MHS o 10 scoommas-
dale e homedess

Anarhsr 'g'lril:ti{‘-'ﬂl ok weald be
Uhe gstiing ap of o workers enguiry intc
the Iocal heslth sepvlee, After all. bald
e cansultands inveheed in the sove
tne Infirmary’ ciumguaign ans alsa
invalved m the privaie hospltal schaime!
A workes eanquicy could Jook at the
nodds ol the Inlinnory io lesms af
staffing levels, equipment. rebaililing
proemrimes and 2000, wNich comes-
pons] Lo Lk resds and  reguireoents
af the working clnz 25 appased te che
copiuitants and (helr Feiemls.

It £s to mapping aut such o cam-
naign thar the cenference will kave o
ln it allam Lo,
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TOACHONETY ENAGErs,

The capitallsis were not st all happy about these devebop
menis, and did everything in their power o combat them, For
§ whills they could oount on the srmed Forees in 8ol Uninges
ik, either by putting pressune on the workes Lo call off
tueir strugdes or by sending troogs in o break them ug.

But recontly the army has ot been able to deliver the
goaonis. The workers lave bocome sven better orrnised and
mare clas comscious, many sectiops ol the army {ondknary
Roldiers and lower rmnk officers) sy mpathy with them
and even the top brass are sither trying to balance hetween
the capitalivis and the workers, o are ofraid of a show down

S the capitalists, wrable b crack down on the worken
terouph the usaal weaposs of the state machine, lave arned
io nsing thebr sconomic power and lounched a wave of
defiberate sconomic sshotage. Many coimpamies hove hoon

PORTUGAL

wom(mgs CONTROL
BOSSES SABOTAGE

After the downfall of the fascist dictafcaship Portuguese
worken began do flex thedr muscles: lannching militent
struggles agairst the slanation wiges whick almesy liall

A century of rathles dictaiorship hod imposed on them, for
the reinstiement of militmt workess who had been viciimissd
under the old regime, and for (e immediste dismisal of

defiberntely cotting back in production and teying to bay off
workess i onder to break their militancy, AR workers'
demands are pesisted feroclously, management often rofasing
Io pay workens fheir wages, amd in 50me cases just ohandon:
ing their Factories aluopeiher,

Amang the woesd oflenders are the hig mli-national

ilem

Firms wh rushed eagery Inio fascise Pornugal in arder 1o
ke adveniage of cheap laboos, s are now unwillimg in
Pay evem ihe absysmal kgl minimum wape ol £13 3 wesk.
Many of these companies have just rolled up the carpet and
suddently disappeared from ibe comniry, leaving empiy
Mmctories and unemployved workes balvind.

AR a4 resul§ thend are now semething ke § guarier of §
niillion workes ancmpioyed in Posr Dl — equivalont 1o
aboar 2 million dut of work in this COwnty.

But the Porfugiese workers are not mking ihis lykng
dowi They are pushing ihelr Gght forwasd o pel o fhe
ool of this mew problens, in seme cases waging strugdes
10 establish warkers® contrd over the caplialist managerment,
andd inooches taking over shandoned Faciories 2nd rumniing

Yugoslav dissident
speaks on crisis

Mehailo Markovie, one of the sight dissden:

Marxist professors recently dismissed hy i

Tito regime, spoke af 3 public meeding in
Lioeslom last Sundsy showt the present crisis
By ugoalay scEty. e e ting was (=] S
mag by the Bertrand vl Peace Foun-
danin, which hes recently published a
stk of Professor Markovic's ibeoretical
wiblings, e Conresoorary Mara

v Markavic, who was sacked along
wilh the entire staff of the Belgrade {niy-
avsity Philosophy Foculiy (of which he
was (ot Dean), explained ihat behind this

maove 3y (he biereaucras” fear that (ke pro-

fessors’ writings might inspine & sdruggle
agamst the privilegsd bureancracy by 1he
studlenis dml other sections of ihe popal-
wEinn
He pointed vul that Yugosiavis his an

infEation rate of J064: that thene i consig-
erable disconten: within the working dhss,
sarpensd by the retum of immigrant wor
kers unnble 10 find work in Germany; and

that the coming moaihs could see g renEd

Tita: had dimident prafessars expalled

upEuree among the stiudents attempiEng o
link up with ihe working cfiss against the
reganee. He oxpluined thaiin ¥upodavia
oddy  the perspeciive of 5 mass siruggle of
siudenis and workers sgaingt the reglme iz
widely understood 55 realistic possihility

alter the oxperien o o ant)-bursaucradic
Etruggle theee in recenl vears

D Morionic showed how (e Goverii-
mant’s ecomoanie reforms ol efforts 1o
attract Western capizl into the couintry
have haal severely danzging effeces on fhe
living conditiong of the working clasa [le
alsn explained the one-sided and ieefTect-
ialure of the self-ma nageimeist progrs:
mme: the fdlure fo develiop elfective win-
kers” demoeracy a1 the level of g sdae

Institidions means thai all the decisive ismics

alfecting the Iife of the masses remain o t-
gide (e venirol of the wiotking el

He pinted caf rlial the sodution o i
pulitical probdens of the working classin a
couniry Lke Yagoslavia dioes nod lie in oban
diring strong ceniral political institudons
in favour of local snionemy, bui rathes in
cambiming ¢ifective local inidatives with
strong demmocratic centrml insfitutBons in
place af the present bureawcraric regine

Am infernntioms] compaign has b
bunched in defence of the Yugostar pro-
fessars. The regime chiose ils mnment oo
atfack when tlee Shaden s were on oliday,
bt tle siraggle for the re-instadement of
Clig prrofessors is far from over, hoth inskle
Yugoslavia snd internationaiy

Czech regime sends Kurds

|Er':lllﬂ Hisak §left] with mentar Brazhnee and lota president Svoboda

ck to certa

I'“Il.m

L

In the last four months, the 1964
sovier ocenpation has continued do
‘miake itzelf felt” throushowi Czech.
aslovak society and, above all, in the
sctions of the servile regime of
Lrustav Husak

It w5 through the selective & prass-
#an and slander of its moat engrep-
ool soviplist opponents hat the
reime succeeds for the moment in
keeplng up the spprarince: of stab
Hity. Left o rot in hsaks Jails,
th Bealth of many of thee pes-
nErs 1B aleadily womsenbie  foriner
Etident lezder, Jird Mueller. for
example, is now in datger of con pl
etely losing his sigli a4 a result of
s conditiong of detenticr

We have already mentioned in
e Weekly the svesematic uttempl
by the authorities to cnash Tvas
Dejmal, 5 former reember of the
Ao Week y

0 Fetruary 1873 Pagn 4

F‘-"\.E"-'I:ljl.l'.l::-.'lar:r' Socialis) Partv, who

has recently been recarrested afier

completlng a previous sentence.
But this is by no means the

only way in whizh Husnok serves the
world intercats of the Kremlin bug-
cducraey. As s well Knoon, an all-
imce with the reaclionary [rami Ba
athists is an bnportant goal in che
KEremlin's Micdle-Fazi slTategy. and
it has been parcicilsrly active ir
supporting the war againsd the Kurl
ih partiians fighting For their nps
wanil righta.

Bazhdacl's campaign 1o force the
subrnission of the Kurds siretches
into the capitals of Fastern Burops
wiere Kurdish stadents ars st y-
ing. Frone soe oo, their necess bo
Ceoch higher cducation depends on
their taking an cacl of allegiance
n the Ha'uthist tegime, The price

ol refusal s not merely expolsion
roum university. bur fmmediate de-
portation, In o lensd three cases in
necenl months huedish sludents
bave been por on s plane (o Baphdad
to face carbuin death un the gallows,

The lan Falach Memorial Commne-
tee and the Kurdish Activist Group
have announced the o E;|r|:l..,:|_ir_.|'_. of
& jeumt demanstration and buiger
altike on the sixth aaniverzary of the
li-burning of Progue student, lan
Zijic. This action by Cerech and
Kurdizh socinlist rilitznts is Ly BUpF
purt of demacds Tor the release ol
Crechoslovak paliical Prisonaers
and For a0 cod Lo Crech comglcy
in the Ba'athisi war apaingl the
kurds

Bodh the Jan Palach Memorial
Comaties and the Kurdish Activist
Lafoup can be contacied o' Box 68
197 King's Crom Road, Loadon M1

A T

‘We started to run
the factory because

we had to in order
to survive’

Uver the mesl Tew weeks £ad Wewkly will be investignting
dom: of the most imporiant of these sinsgeles. This week
we lonk at how the workers at the NEFIL faciory are fighting
hack ngxinst theke bosses’ sahinrape

NEFIL is a smiddle-sized furnis
lure Factory in the sorthern part
of Portupal. At the heginning ol
December the workers Blocked an
Attempt by management to victi-
mise a worker, Munngenicnt then
reglied by refusing to pay any
wapes for the maodch znd dragsine

their leels in the pegotiations aver
warkers' demands,

Tl workers hel:d o general pssem-
by ol the whaole plant and decided,
im view-of thess problems, Lo ke
owgr the factory and cun it theo-
selves. They Tound about £4000
in the cowpany's sale, which they
prootprly divided ug equally among
the waorkes fo compensais for the
logs of past wages. They then send
o pichket sgoad inko the nenzhy city
of Parta, where the company had
its warchouses, Lo expropriate and
guard the company™s atocks of raw
imitberials,

Mexl o delepation feam the wor
E2ms wont to vial the factooy which
supplies their raw materials. The
workers at this factory sgreed o tell
their managemeant that they would
immediately sorike il there was any
allempr to cul off supplies to
Pheir comrades at WEFTL,

The day-to-day rummog of tie
fezlory is in the hands of o demoera-

The demanstration, which is supp-
orted by the IMG, starts at the
antrance to Millionasire's Fow,
Motting Hill Gate, at 200pm on
Saturday, 22 February. The
hunger strike will continue wntil
25 Febmary.

Beally etected | T-roember workers

conmission, divided into ® sub-gor
muttees and assisted in technical
malters by sy mpathetic oedsidors
Lmosl technical and alfice staff
lraving left). The workers commis
“om does not make policy or major
lecisions, but takes oll such gues
dong (o the genemal assembiy,

which meets almost every day,

Phe pssembly can recsll its reoresen
fatives on the commission whenaves
[ T

Thie paviment of wvapes & being
ciganied pocording 1o Lhe partizol
neads of individual warkers—sd e
wilh the largest Comilies will reczive
the hielesl epaes,

Fhe fact that busipess has boen
poing well has not blinded the wor
kers to cle Limitations of their actio
Ag ome member of the warkers
vommission gut i ' we'do not
hove any Mhesions in workers”
mamagement uiader capitaliso, Wa
Arc UEIng it a5 2 wedpon, 45 an
cmergency solution, We sturted o
run the factory beciuze we had o
in order o survive after the manags
manl hod abandoned the Gebory on
¥ December ., we are chinking
about demanding thil the Govern-
ment sationulise the Grm—under
wiorkers” control. We do riot wani
4 phony naticaabisalion wkich only
helps the boses)
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THE SECOMND IS5UE af Sourh Asiz

Marsist Aeeiew is now out, and oon-

Laing an irnporant articla by Brian

F] Davey on the debate currently tik-

# ing place in India on the question of

# the mode of production which e

# ists in the sub-eontinant; tha hagin-

# ning of a lengthy analysls of the

# Chinese Cultural Revolution: and ar-
ticles on &ri Lanka, the Makalites,
and the struggle im the Arab East.

’

Pentonville Reac, Lendan 8.1,

cost 20p plus Go pfp. 10% discount
# on all orders of 10 ar more: 20%
# discournt on all orders of 50 or more.

’

¥
’
: Al ordars to Upali Cooray, oo 182
’
¥
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Lt Before CRrsdoms, Rodnro Wiirweena,
Eu Bl o]t

s/ Prareiid 6 Lol
Frvlinfinmary orpreusrresn (ke J BT wan

WP Bl ik en gt I Pl e
ety )t Besdoereid e reguee
deferiee— winoh soludled curtivge of T fepel
moviver Mol Toutpew iw rhe middle of
A fedl i ppeenh - B eeres
£ i gl g e Jeoass Dt g
- T ey B EGETRT
Mo ey rrewiion owd Sanrd B ) om thi
M iivagpie of e avrkl’ skl
ke, Feiectiy he charpds of
‘coempiracy g PerroriEm” an & fraame-

#p

Five Fowrth feteemgiioone] hay bt obed
it i Dovnal campaipn do recare Dis

refeare. Selow we pron o fedier ssidgpived
ORIE T P R o WEET wede froee Fine fai!
wilcl Wiewesha and orfer polifical priv.
awery are elf, paving fa rbafe fo the £
FOle [ PRI S ATy Geliinr eroumd
iy e,

¥We hawe learnt thet the Comrades of the Fourth International, at their

VERF

tenth world congress hald in the beginning of this year, have passed & re-

solutbon expressing their solidarity with the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna

(People's Liberation Fromt) of Sti Lanka and the members of the WP
imprisansd by the Sirima Bandaranake regime. Furthermore, we came

to know through the literature of the Fourth International that the com-
rades of the Fourth |nternational are engaged in building up a world-wide

agitation 0 compel the capitalist and reactionary rulers of the countties

such as Chile, India, Pakistan, Ireland, 5ri Lanka, ete., to releass all the

political prisoners imprisensd and detained by them, unconditionally.
We think that, at this moment, our revolutionary gratitede should be

extended to the Fourth International for its solidarity expressed with us.

It is eszential to mention here the amistance given to us by Comrade
Bala Tampae (the General Seoretary of the Caylon Mercantile Union
and the Revolutionary Marxist Party of Sri Lankal by defanding several
comrades before the Criminal Justice Commission (CJC).

At 8 time when we were attacked by the capitalist regime of Srl Lanka

—supported not only by the Amarican and British imperialists, but also
by the Soviet and Chinese bursaucracies and by the so-called leftists in
this country including the ex- Trotskyites of the L3SP and the various
varieties of Stalinisrm—Comrade Bala came forward to defend the JWP

politically and its comrades legally, although we had political differences.
The task performed by Comrade Bala by defending our comrades charged

before the CJC and by exposing the brutal repression of the capitalist

state and the reactionary nature of the CJC At before and owiside of the

CJC, will be remembered by the younger revolutionary generations with

revolutionary gratitude.

It is our revolutionary wish to see the complete success of the movement

that is being carried out by tha Fowrth International in srder to get all
the revolutionaries released who are imprisoned by the rulers whether
they are of capitalist countries as in Chile and India or of degenerated
burdaucratic countries as in the Sovist Union and the Peopla’s Republic

3f China.

Rohama YWijewesrs
James Myangada
Lianed Bapege

Leng live the Warld Sacialist Revolution|

AN IMPORTANT —il portial-
wictury was won by the Spanish
workers” movement last week when
the Supreme Court reduced the
scnlenced handed oul 1o leu leaders
of the undergrouial workens” comm-
BSOS OVET @ YEar ogo,

The "Carabanchel Ten', a5 they
are known [after the notorious Car-
ahanchel Prison in which they have
been beld Tor the pasi beooand o
half wears), kad their seotences red-

RANCO REGIME

uced cnoappeal fo periods varving
frovm 2 €0 6 yeara, instead of 12 o
20 vears. This means that four are
cligible for immediate release, but
the olher six musl remain in the
dictatorship’s prisons —the worst
off, Marcelino Camacho, Tor four
IOFE YEAss,

Chris
Balfour

But even this Hmited wierory
wioild pot have been won had of
ol heen for the magnificant dis-
plays of solidarity mounted by the
Spanish working class, Qo the' Sun-
day beforz the appeal opened
3,000 people demaonstrated their
aolidarity in Madrid, 100 of whom
wers arrested, The (ollowing day
husdieds of worgers and students
apain braved the wrath of lhe
police to dernonsdtrate oulsade the
Svprems Court. Still undeterred
By police attocks and the drafl ng
of tanks and helicopters into the
city o ‘maintain public order’,
100,000 city workers struck the
following dav in solidarily with
the Ten, who hed lnunched a
hunger sirike and were calling for
un amnesly for all palitical prigon-
1o

ACTORS

This inass solidaclty with the
dictatomship's opponents came gl Che
same time 85 many grovups of work-
ors werng golng [nto struggle. For a
week belore The appesal &l Mo
thestres were ¢losed as actors and
peiregies slruck o back uwp deérsands
for trade umon rights, Popular supp-
ori for thebr struggle was widespread,
When an acior al one theatre weni
O Blape Lo apnoudice that the cast
was stopping the play in welidarity
willy Lheir sleiking comnrades the
pudience greeled him wilh applouse!

On the doy the appesl opened
secondary schools were shul down
acroed Lhe country as teachers strack
over job security, Two days [ater
S0 comnstraction wortkers in the
city of Malsgs went on arrike to
protesc agiinst unemployment,
Police in the Basgue city of Blibao

bad b move inte the Firestons tyre
Tsclory o evicl 300 workers whao
were sitting in {mansgement later
anncunsed Lhey were sucking all
those invalved), and in the northern
city of Ovieds SO0 miners were
locked out for ten days for siriking,

The unrest also hit the aniversit-
iz, with police invading all the
major campuaes to break wp student
demansirations. One university has
been shut down by the authoritics
lor the rest of the year,

Thiz massive wave of discontenl
hiks given Lhe ruliyg class something
to think aboot, Increasingly Some
gections are beginning to think it
would be better to alldyw a small
doae of democracy now thim lo
huve large guantities of it shoyed
down their throat by the working
class later on.

AFRAID

The LGoverrment, however, is
afraid that the workers will Try 1o
use any oew freadoms wlich are
conceded to push the stroggle for-
ward for further democraric Tights
and to advince their own ciass de-
mands. The regime has thus launched
 full zcale attack on-the organissticons
ol Lhe revolutionary left, to try and
break their Influence before any
political concessions are mage.

The Comeunist Party has for
some time now been at pains Lo
conwinge Lhe ruling clasa thao they
are 'Tesponsibie’. and waould nol
mctually wse poliical righta to fight
for ‘unreasonable” working cline de-
mands. They would Seerm o have
made some progress in this, since
the regime has nol recently begi-
owed the =ame attention o0 them
a5 on Lhe revolugionary IE-FJ.: aitd a
number of capitalist opposition
parties {includlng the Chelatian
Diemocrats) agresd Lo co-5ign o
leiter to the Prime Minister along
with the TF cilling Iar democratic
rafapms.

Whatewer happens over ihe next
few months oné Ching ts sure! the
Spanizh working class is not likely
o remain content with any phoney
face-lifting of the present dictator-
ship, and % bound [Oese any con-
cepsions wrung from the maling class
Lo push Lor far more chan the capit-
alists will be prepared Lo grant,

TUC GIVES CASH TO RACISTS

THE TUCS POLICY of collaboralion
with the racist Sooth African Tegime
received ancther boost lnst week
wilh the nnnouncemant thar they
vwollld he donating £11 000 e 1l
tirban Training Froject” in Johan-
neshirg, This comes o0 tep of &
similar donation Lo the Institde of
Imdwstrial Education (HE) in Burthan,

The TULC defends chese donations
on the grounds thit they are helping
'‘mlack trade wnionism’'. for, as Cheds
critics puint oot, thes: projeos are
condusted under sirict supedvision
by the Government, and smply serve
as o means of tarting up that
viclous regime,

The TUCE patley b o comtiad-
ktion with the guide lanes kid down by
the Intermananal Trode L'nien Coe-
feeence Againal Apartheid, which met in
Cenevatn 1971 under the sponsorsiiip
of the [nbernatiomal Laboor Organisztion.
This confersnce unanimoaesly adapred &
elamd calling For a ozl bovoatt of the
reghms. They urged sapporl for ik
warkers "through therr perh=nnc frade
ot and political crganksations’  nons
of which kave anything ta do with the
sehemes being subsidised by the TUOC

Insread of esndarziing this polizy ind
tuking up the conference mall to "esral
Lisk: e bioeal foade union commilloes
apainst apartheid and the razist and
colonial regimes”. the TUC send it awn
commithes of enquiry re South Africa,
bBrimded oy “leld” burcaocrat Jack Janes
It wiis ark the basis of this commitees's 1o
commenda bens that {he present cal-
lahorazionist paticy wasadapred,

Mearvstille sfunlenis ot Ruskin Colegn
Dinfoed age lhreatening o rak< inilitant
actjom wver fheir Colloges licks with the
Institaclan of Indusirial Fdventioa, snd
wilh the Clak and Insittabe Usian, which
refuses oo cxpel the rucist Preston

Lwackers Chaly, wha have a selour bar
agingd blacka.

James Best

Last Tuesday (11 Febhruary) o mestlng
af the Buskin Student Associztian heard
2 repnTr fram thelr reptesenialives an the
Colbsme FExecwtive Committes wha lind
presented e Sludedl Assucdacion's re-
pud L om the IE o the Comimities
Stugznrs were lold [hat they had met
wilh delermined refusal by the Coliege
Autharitles to bréak the Link.

The stislenls had also presented § oo
splution demanding that the Chib and
[natilade Unden reprecentutied on tha
Collese BC explain his pasitian an the
Preatan Dockers Cub affair, {The CLO
refwssd to disoffiliate the clal atler the
Rape Relatians Baard Toamd chze it had
becn aracticiing Fackal d iS-II'l!JI'lL"II'.[ll'.Il'I._I The
CIL represeniative just repeaied his
neEanization's excuses for its complicio
with racism.

The sudants decided to orpanise n
demorstralion gwlslde the nexl BC
n=z=ting against the 1HE link, ond 1o demnnd
th withérpwal of e CIU representative
[t the EC. The resclution warned Lhe
wullegy authorilies that Toiluare af the

CIL represontalive o withdraw sould
lead o militant action.

STOCGKPORT

And tn Stock part plens ace ull‘-]I'.\!.:
ahiesd (0 proces! againgt Hawker Sid-
dedev's agrecmenl fo budld a power station
fof fue Soulh African megms i the
uccupied terricory of Mamlbia *Sonth
Wl Alrica™, mach ol the wark far which
will be dons In the Stockpart Mishues
Blackstaoe Gactary,

Despive Foredgn Secretary Callaghan's
description of the Seath African e
palkn 4 Nambia ks “unlawlel’, Hawker
Siddeley intarmes the Ramikie Suornitt
Ceanmiities (hat “in view of the camplex
peliticzl and Izpal matrers concerned. (khe
advice of the Depariment of Trade and
Indusery waa ol taned, and it has been
coplicmed that the companies canzerned
are in apder i proceading wlith this con-
bract.”

A ipzriing & planidal Ter Stockport
an Priday 1o ke this matter op. fn
ndditicn teTepressnaives of (b kcal
Bhaur movement, it will be addressad by
0 Tepressntative of the Mamibizn lihee-
aliom groap, SWAPD, whoowill be ik
limp cox e Mirlees Blackelane workers
Ll hlack the jabs, and by o menber of the
Gavernment—Jlaan Lastor, Junir
Seepilacy al the Fonspn Odfice.

The meeilng will take peacs at Bpim on
11 February, m the D Lady Socsal
Cemtre, Flimt S6. (near Greek St Shaw
Heath, Siockporl (For further deils
an the amipaign against the conidract in
Stockport eonfact ban Cosgrave, tel,
sG1-427-3951)
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WORKERS CALL
FOR ACTION
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Warkers in Ebbw Vale told Red Weekly what effects the redondancies
will lave on the town and whal they think should be done.

Moel Davies isa crane driver and a member of BISAKTA who
expluined: “The main closures are in the Turnaces and the hotstrip-mill, Ad
e end of April 300 will be finishing. | am éven more worrked abour the
med five years or so becatise [ don’l see any jobs baing kept at all

K they imvesied about
L7 malioos W bocp the bollom
oad open for re-building two
Pernsces and Pwo catls 11 woald
e DE.

%] gkl that he did nat think
pople im Eobw Vale bulicved 1hatl mode
b were o the wiy

People will have Lo move aik] with
Ebéw Vale having 0 popalation of 346,000
i wll be dead. 5o will Tredepar Brynmaar
m well

OBLIGATIOMN

“The Labwour {Government has an ob:li-
gbion to put meney into s plant @ kesp
it puoing. There bad been talk of asking
Bemn to stepin but | think that they an
bent on chosure, [ that bappens 4,000
o down the road.

"My I s if the men go on the dole
m Aprd then we step the wide Hant,
We contact other pans of the sleel
ulusiry {or sepport and stop indefirately
antl Font comes here asd Jdods soineching
gonerete aboul jobs. We cannol suppart
BEC o | will suppon the Warks Council
in what it does to Gght closu e,

Faoy Bevnon, who is secretary of the
ProdircrisrWorks Council, wias assed
what are the differences between dbe
two works' couneild’

“ M eraff andons io my Gpbon wae
braimwashied inlo scsepling the BSOS
ofsinal propossls hecnuse thers was all
the talk about the Hoower Faciary
expunding. That was supposed to g
another 3,500 job4 at Marthyr, Whae
happensd was that we wene all trapped
it walting 10 02 what would happen
abiont the new jobs becda: thal's what
ghe Goverrimnent and BSC were {alkeng
LT

“We now know lhat despide the
Labsaur Gavernmend soving they woukl
debay ary claniee or modificatien antil
there hod been o review, BSC Bag bean
podng ahicgd with s plans cantinwally
all the time, They pramizad there would
b 1KY johs here before the rondedn
started . 6's Tedn a twa vear soniock
im my apinicn, BSC and Whitehall bavs
bém decelthal il sieng,

I don’t see bow Bemn G Jdeeel
£ 2080w o privade induscry ond nat oo
the mabomalised indostey wideh means
that ihe private nvestar tenelits ond
not s

Michael Foat telks nbout zn expezi-
ment b dhanging i one Industrye
io anoiher, but 1 don’t want b bea
SR A R N BN ¢ KpeTiment whoch means
that a town will be made inta a zhost
favm 11

pon Wogks Council and @ membet of the
AUEW comsiruciienal secBon was avkod —
willl there be sapport (o clsswho!

"Ken Monte from Shotton Action
Cornmittes Tas alpeady pledped his
supporl When we were a1 wie Sbedd
Action Commiltee Meeting in Scotland
thene were 35 delegates (here fepresenimg
T0L 000 steslworkers. They wesinimo sy
pledgped support to aryone (ighting
fredundadcie’

Phil Williams todd Moo Plesklye: A& united
| strupghe is nasadad

Fay Morgun 15 the EFTLU convenpr
at ‘Whitcheads Sieel Works in Newporl
and exploined: “What is hoppening af
Lbhw Wale must b seen b he Hght of
the tactics of the capilalisi class.

‘“What they are trying to do is pick
«ff the steel works ene by gne. Whether
they get oway with thal or nol ie
determngned by the militnncy in the
phants

‘Fhnw Vale shows the real meankng
of natlemalisation wnder the Lobour
Gowermtient. 105 kob has heen to provide
the capitaliste with cheap stecl.

WORKERS" CONTROL

1L 2 nod enougn ta simply chant
notionalization as ooy ol the Laboug
Parly befrs do, Ebbw Yale shaws the
need 10 dnke up the Ngh Tor worksrs'
conkial,

Tt i nal the job of U workors Lo
sedv (s capdralist cpssis and that
mizans that they shaulg ool by drvine
to prodics plang 1o prove how the
szeel plangs can he run o make o pralit.
That will only lesd 0 warkars sacging
other morkers,

A GEnlonosr be organissd 1o unire
nil steelwarkers against any medtndascics
or smckingd, Evary worker mwst ne

oo i e ermioele et sl gl

‘Mas mestings must be argasnised and
the Tegders must be responsible o thase
mpsctings. Women are just 2§ alfected as
the mwenn aond They miust be invaled
alomgside the men and brought into the
fight.

It i pod thad wives and wamen
relntives of Ihbw Vale greciworkers hove
foarimed mn action commaties: 12 Hght the
planned clopares, More than 1 wonen
nftended their first mecting and this muse
Bz it om and streapthened,

A FOCUS

‘Many ifahusdims in Mewpari ane on

whart-cime amd that i pol |us steelworkers.

Ebbra' Vale should bocome 2 focus 1o
prgnnize o Soulll Wales fight back
geAlnEl wnemploymentl'

K. Ahsan is segretary of the TGWL
branch at Crompron Parkinsos, Mesport
and wontl wp 0o Ehbw Valke 1o disouss with
steelwarkers. He told Seod Weetly: 'Whai
1 hnppening bére (2 going toaffect the
whole of the valleys, By kawing 4,006 to
i, 500 redundancies thene will he aver
§, 000 peaple affecied in the ontying
indsteies which depend on the works,

‘' Also theere will Be fudn I & loe of
smadl Dasinesses in che toown, IF vou sk
at the Sputh Wales area a3 2 whode, 1n
Mawporl there are a whale senes ol
redundancies and sharl Likg working
guing va oo ., 19 firms ore on shoel
time there now; [ um on a thres-day wesk
may sl

“Talkimg ta the people bege | see fhat
althiougeh they ace preparsd to Gghi
there's a ot of upatly because there has
bsen na proper leadership over he years
hat hese redudanzics aove been on
the cards, The only political groups in
thie torven kip 40 fiow Bires been thes
Eabaar Party und Lo g les3sr excent
Flaid Cvearne,

HARD CORE

*I think thaueh chat there i3 a liand
core in the fown wha will take strang
setion A game palitieal legdership can be
givep. That action, taupeh won's be
sucoessiul unksss we pef fhe suppart of
the craltawarkers, tie tiaplade weokens
mnd every warker, Heyond thod we omast
ek supoet frzan the unemploysd snd
shorl-time people bere and throughoul
the ares.

“Since Uhe 193k thens's betn oo
militant azriaor up hers gt nll, and the
Lasawr Gavernment thinks it cin ssorifioe
ihe jehs with no tovble Adso, of coue.
adal milltaney there has heen bas been dir
crted by the Labois Parry its=lf, which &
now administerine the culs.

1w nocgse relying on Bern and ot
Tl Labwsig Gevernmnent bhas Teen i
ning down sieel simte 15406 and Benz bas
been involved in those plans.

‘Oindy by taking thear own peiism v
steplwarkers force any concessiond ot of
the Labeur Governaend

g wlll by anad prmnisd SUpRort in
senpart Tor Uy airiggis. We will be
bsjding & meeting to oy and draw
milituns tgmeiber to ikl 2 uniled
carnaiiEy npeinst redusdarizies and shari-

vo Works
ouncils
ne Stauggle

Needed

Ebbw Vale was the first major
steel plant to have a united works'
council, [is serting up in 1959 wias
a big step towards overcoming the
traditional divisions between crafis
men und production werkers,

In 1973 the counetl splicin two,
One proup consisting of a majonty
ol crafismen. plus the staff unions
with a small number of production
warrkers tet up one cowncil. The
other copncil was mainky made up
of the production workess.

The split came over differences
on how e oppose the threntened

closures, The craftsmen said they
did not masd the works closing,
providing thar aliernative jobs were
made availahle al an eguivalent rate
of pay.

DEAD

They claim Fhbe Yale ks doad s
far ag steel production is soncermed
and tleat the quantity and adaptaki-
lity dempnded by -steel buyers is
provided by Llanwem and Port
Talbat, Their main erticism is that
the Labour Cowvernment i reneged
on ils promise to provide alternacive
jabs,

UNIO

Workers faced with redundancies
at Ebbw Yole, but also eventually

will confront not anly a hostile
manapgement and Government but

they alzo face an exiremely conser-
fantinve aricrad bearbarchisg

thrunghout the British steel industry,

STEEL

WITHOUT
TLE

The larpest union in stechis the
British hron & Scech & Kindred
Trades Association-BISAKTA [asi
is still kruosen in the industry, al-
thoagh it is now tormally the fron &
Ereal Toodes Confederation—ISTC),
i et af Britich steelans oo,
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How to Exorcise
the dpectre

Thee Faporpatioeal Marvist Groap puts forsand the following Eemands asemd

Mase:
Mo elossiee— po redendancies is seel

it congdernt: the struggle sguint the Fhbw Vale melesdancies pust fake

Ccapy the plant a5 a Tocus [ argenising the struggle. Keep the plant in

warking arder.

Clecwpy the tieplate pland and sip sl prosd wotion.
Lizpwern to black el prosluction switcled from Bhbw Vale,

The Lalwea Cawernment (o nade avablabde e funds for
programme in be camied cat a the Heavy-end of the Fhbw Vale
amnousnd needed anad it wse fo be Eegermined by o worken”’ Inguiry.

r:-hllm:{
Works. The

All wark to be shared with no boss of pay (0 any workes dusing the perlod of the

i e

Programe. :
= The main furnaces & be re-fined — the Covarnnsni o make D600, 000 swailibde

imimedistely 10 caory oat s job,

The Works Council 6o cali on sorssstes] Conference in South Wales The Conde-
fence (o discuss sdidarity potion snd sdopl e demand thai wock-shanng be
1 Eor with B0 Joss of esenings o worken in gy stesl plani.
gxct be mode with Ravensoraigh in Scotlend, snather el plant whers

meduncdamsies have jus been anmsincel

The production workem claim
thal e works are economacally

she 8l i 13 only moranagemens

the BSC that has put the works
in the “red.” They say B3 should
ulevelop & fwlly sntegrated sicel
wocks waing Lhe highly skilled
workioror af Fhbw YVale The pro
iction workers are nal pusl
againal closures bt gl demand
the expansion of steel making.

CRAFTSMEN

e craftsmen point oul Lhat
even an automated plant wowld only
necd 500 workers (o run (@ and this
worild sU meean redundancies of
over 3,000,

Witls Pirilish capitaliss slithering
further and further into chronic
debt and privale enterprise banging
at the door of Mo. 10 Downing
Street for higeer and bigeer handouts
to stave off bankrupicy, Ebbw Yale
s going 1o be low down on capital-
wm's lisi of pricntes.

The £12.6 million pumped inio
Ebbw Vale by the Government
& claimed to have found 1,350 new
jobs. Bul anctber 1,000 have been

—

made redundant and there are 3,000
imare to follow. The CT0 mallan
being invesied by BSC ai ihe finish-
ing end of the works mighl créate a
maximum ol 400 mew jobs in 1979,
Capitalism is only imleresied in
proslucimg sieel in The cheapesl amid
mimd efficionl way possbie. |1 bas
no mleral in preserving pobs and
its palicy of closures 5 dictated by
its need fo survive. Any plans for
making Ebbw Vale viable in capita-
list terms means redundancies
amil rutiless specd-up.

Whal confronts the workers at
Fhbw Vale now-—and stee]l worker
throupghoui Brituin later - is who
shall pay for the capitalist crisis

LNITE

Ehbw Wale will anly be kept open
aid new industry will only he
butlt there if Lhe worklorce unite
around a policy of all-oui aclion
such o slrikes-and occlpations.

Labour is committed o tryving
Lo save British capitalism. 11wl
aitly provide money for Ebbw
Wale af Torced o dooso by Lhe
independent action of the workers.,

FOOT: ‘a patriotic

1man’

o

but no friend of the workers

MICHAEL FOOT, *FRIEND OF THE PEOPLE’ ANT» LABOUR LEFT,
has somewhat tarnished his image by his support of mass seckings m Ebbw

Vale

Fosol, hivwever, is not sime good lefl who has gone off the mails, Fool's
scoeptance of the sckinps and his urghip of the workerm 'to shaw some
puts’ a5 Uhey Mced the cold bieak walk to the Labour Exchange is entirely
in charseter with Labour's aceeplance of the cupitalist sysiem

Like hig collzagues of (he
parliameniary lefl Fool has nd
albernatbve (o eliher the capitalisi
eyate moor the imstitobions - ke
parliament through which (b mikes.

Unlike some secctions of the trade
pndon movemnenl and Latoadd J'Jll}'
members the establishment are nod
surprised ol Fool's role as the but-
cher of Ebbw Vale, Shortly after
his appointment by Wilson Lo the
Minislry of Employnieanl, a top
clivll servant canstically asked: “How
long betome Fool lumes Siawkish
apainst the unions? Three monihs!

REALISM

His collesgue, ored iy the cynical
realism of Whitebnll, liconically
commmenled; 'More like three wesks,”

Mor did the jowmals of he capi-
talisl clasg get o hot under the
collar when Fool wis appainted to
that past. The Qiserver wrole on 10
March 1974: ‘He has come into the
Govermment with o lirm beliel in
the new Social Contract.”

Alan Watkins in Ihe Sueday Tele-
graph of the same date warned his
readers not (o see 'MATKET
where nothing of the kind exists”
Writing for the deeply conservalive
readers of the Sunday Telegraph
Watkins asured them “Most of his
[ Foot’s] instingts are deeply conser
vabive, &5 s allisnces with Enoch
Powell have shown "

Foot hos always had greal
admiration for Powell because of
the latter's epic defence of the parlia-
menlary sysbém. Being a more logi-
cal defender of capitalism Powell

woitld however be prepared (o
discard parlinmenl in Fveur of

AN even more repressive form of
capitnlet rule if he thought it was
necessary. Fool pathetically hanpes
on 1o this rofting institution,

Bavzuse ool has no slbermalive
tox the cupitalist parliamenl be seos
no ndependent cale For the working
chos and it never enders his head Lhat
this clpss must owerthrow caplia lisrn
and instilule 15 awn Tonos of e
Imsteud he looks to ttalenied”
people who will work topether to
paternalisiically legislate o “hel ter'
lidez.

This explains his syeophantic
admuration for that mithless Tory
ugcaneer Lond Besyerbrook, Fool's
wife recalls that Beaverbroock was
alwivs delighted when they hid
dined with tle presa baron: * AR
Taylor and Michael Fool would then
rige to thedr feet and sing the Red
Flag.’

Ainging lor your supper i8 one way
to please the mling class. Mo wonder
Beverhrook gave the Fools o grace
and favour cottage on his Clerkdey
eslife!

NEVER HAPPIER

Fool was néver happer than Lo
the days of the war-time coalition,
He told Patrick Cosgrave in an iniet-
view in the Spectator {15 July 1972}
*Briftain had a comman kife and pur-
pose’. As Chsgrave says, 'this was his
definition of socialam.” Peace and
tranguillity reigned in Foot's beloved
waur-time parliament.

Labour bl dropped bis differ-
ences wilh the cmploying class amd
their Tory Party. The warkers wone
subjected to superexploiltalion o
seree The employess” war effort, the
cin ployers waxed fal and grew
richer, but st ieast i was all sancti-
ficd by o “united: parlizment.

Foot's indiffercnce to che role of
Lha working cliss s shosrn in his
personal lfe-stvle, ‘The £Xhrerper
profile savs: the axis of his life
remains salidly Westominstoellamg-
atpad”, Waorker militants are not
regulns #Eilors Lo his “capaciois
Victorian house'in Humpsiead wherns
his gareledg langeiv Hampstead
inrellectuals ond jowrnalisls”

Above anvihing else Fool is as
Alan Watking says "2 patclonic nan
wilh a deep love of England.” Thess
are sentiments echoed by Coserave
witen he says that "communal aml
national identity 1% @ very strong
[oree in Fooi.'

Faoi is all (hose things: 'a radicnl
paflamentarian’, 2 “palriolic
Enplishmuit’, and anadmirer of the
Beaverbrooks and the Powells. He
wis Formed nat in the eracikle ol The
clasz strupgle hul in the traditions
of Biritigh liberalism and as his
prother Dhingle wrole in the Daily
Fxpress in September lust year,
his upkringing in the Wesr Country
Methodist Church *was af greal
importance.”

Thiz has produced ane muore
reformist in o never-ending line of
Lubour Cabinet Ministers. The risis
of capitalizm Jeaves Fool and many
of his colleagues oo room o
manoeuyre, This is why yeiterday's
darling of the left is bepinning to
qualify for the titls ol the most
hated man in Ebbw Yalo.

JEFF KING

BISAKTA his Beei :llls':-dsl-:rlﬂ!.-
on the right in the trade union spee
trwm and (i leadership has never
been sebjected fo o serious challenge
from the rank-and-file militants. The
comservalism ol the anion means Lial
the problems of today ore often
misinterpreled in the lerms ol the
past,

The sixlies are rile wilh examples
of how the fight apgainst techoclopi-
cal change and redundancies was
turned into 3 fight dgalnst the non-
BISAKT A workers in the plant, This
plaved right into the hands of the
manapement and the more Teaction-
arypeapie in BISAKTA leadeiship
who love Lo creale the impression
Lhat the prablems of Hhe membecsihip
apg dus to the Amalpamated Union
of Fnginesning Workers, elc. This
means HISAKTA geis off the hook
and does not have to fight monage-
menl 2nd Lhe rmanagemenl enjoy
the fruits of the inter-union
sigieairhle,

The domination of the righl wing

conservative elements i the union
evalved out of the "seniority’ system
thot has operated inosteel. The head
men bn the team wene those whose
jobs called for the greatest skilk:
{rher workers in the team worked
lurther down the ‘skilfed’ ldder and
right al the botiom of the heap were
the sem-skilled, who were ofien
transferred from one t=am 1o another

Tlug ladder syatem was streng-
thened by a complex wage structune
of differentiols: 1o the mid-sixties
wirkers ab Port Tallot sere orga-
nised into | 300 different job cate
gories and each more or les bad its
own waEs scale,

COMMON INTEREST

The way thai the producrive
systeo was broken up meant thal
day-toediy condilians an the job
weod ked apainst developing a come
mon interesl,os Vhe work-Tores was
divisled along lines determined by
the differential pay ments,

The oremnisstion of BISAKTA
mirrored the divisive way that weork
wig orgunized in Lthe plant. BISAKTA

branches were not orgamised al the
lewel of the plant. Instead they wers
built arownd a particular process or
g ahop. The best-paid workers were
genemally the senior men in the team
whe Hierelore dominated the bramch
and almost automaticelly became

1% olficials.

The branchas of the union above
all else were interested in preserving
the ‘sentority’ syslem which pro-
vided a dinect link between them:
aclvoe and the right-wing full-time
alTickls,

The senior men in the team—whe
abten had s direct lingncial incern-
tive in keeping the production pro-
cegs runniag—therefore had a vested
interest in avoiding stoppapes. Con-
cerned with the protection of their
craft imtercsts they naturally turned
o Lhe pffcial siriciures Tor selling
dinpubas, which meanl Chal dspuies
were turned ower to the full-tioee of-

fzinls and Lhe management, The shop

stewards' committers were often
by-passed and they have never biad
the power enjoved by such conmitl-
tzea in other industeies.

The growth of the piscework
svstem plus the elaborale poy dil-
ferentials gave rige to the joint
wages board. The joint wapes Sonrds
were aorganmised anoa Tegional basis
and determined wapes on the bacis
ol the tomnzge produced and the
price af steel. T was oot of the wagss
bizards that the arbitration and
conciliztion machinery grew up.
This merhod cffectively took the
povwer away from the shop Hoor and
locaped it by the hands of manage-
mend and the gmion burssucracy,

FRAGMEMNTED

The fragmenied growlh of the
privately owned sleel indusine
strengthened this method of aprecing
witat wages should be paid, b bra-
ditinn ol notiomal hurgnining in
sterl was doveloped— particularly
avel wagea--and Lhe shop stewards
movement had litele or no power
il these mallers.

The masive technolopical
chanpes and che sweeping ratianalisa-
Homs which hirvee bepun to transtform

the industry have made the methods
ol organisation and the ideas af

the BISAKT A leadership even more
inleguate.

The growth in the number of
craftsmen, the bresk-up of the
‘smmicaily” syerem by technical
change, the srosion of skill’ content
anid Lthe extenzion of closures ull
wodermine the privileges of the past,
Bual these do nod automatically lead
t a breakdown of consaryalisom.
Although the material basis on
which the past privileges rested and
from which Lhe bureauceacy decw
its strepgth b= being rapidly under-
mined the obd ideas e like 4 desd-
weight an Che whion.

It is around fights apminst redun-
dancles which raise the isues of
workers coniend, the ¢xtension of
s denrocracy and an uncemitting
fight uguins: the bureancracy thi
militianis can begin to challenge the
rght-wing ideas and ongaaisation
that dominabes 1Ee wood.

AlT lennirgs
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The Umited Matians has declwred
1975 to be Intermational Women's
Year, But most of the gentlemen
m the LN would hardly opprove
of ihose who (st sel aside occas-
o 1o celebmic women's sirugple
For equality.

n 28 February 1907, women
pocialiis in the USA organised the
first “Women's Day' 1o demand pal-
sl rights for working women.
Then, in 1910, Clas Letkin prop
o 10 the second Interna tional
Comference of Socialist Working
Women that an annual cebebration
of Women's Day should be held.

These women selected the potual
daie with care The first one, held

was on |9 March IZ!1-r."
gemiversary of an ypridng of the
Frgign prodefariad in PR4E.

In 1913, the date was changed
Imternational Women's Doy was
philted 10 B March, This fime 11
mat 1he anniversary of @ very imp
ariani ptrke by womon workers
= the New York textlbe indusiry
= the | B0

[%ese events are hardly rememb
gred todey. Buil Imtermotional Wom-
g’ Day is assoctated with 3 more
srcent gveni —and one which the
elepntes from Moscow and Wash-
agpon woi:d mther not recall

The women of Petrograd were
getermiped, 1n 1987, 1o celebrale
8 Marek (23 February by the otd
Remsan cilenosrp Aguinst the advice
o the Russinn social desmmocrals | Uee
peenlutionaries ), who felt that a
ke would lead o an uprsing for
s 18e workers were nol Tully
grepared Lhe women textile work-
o Ereck and called on Lhe melal
mesken for support. This was the

sk thatl led to the February Kev-
s whikch owvernnhrew L zarsm
sl opeadced e way lod e Ul
ober Hevolution and the sppesrince
ol the FErst workers' siate.

T & cenminly not the sori o
scEwly snvisaged by the LN when
8 declared thai the purpose of
Estermatiomal Women's Vear n
i promole equallly between
s and women; to emphosise the
Important role women could and
should play in cconomic, social
and cultuaral sctivities. and to on-
courmge their Tull integralion into
the ife of the community; and to
secure recognilion of women's ine-
peaing contribution to the devel-
opment of friendly relations and
co-operation between countries
and b0 the strengthening of world
posce.

In ather words, women showld
fighl against their oppression, bul
mol im such o way Lhal 11 might
upsel the sfafur guo.

s 19011

FOR

ACTION NOT WORDS!

But the liberation of women can-
not come a5 o gift from the UM
or anybody else. The UN in fact
represents the very systems thet
serve Lo oppreds women!

When o ‘respectable’ body like
the UM, ‘pusrdian of world peace’,
‘co-opsration’ and ofher landable
ohjectives, calls 1975 Inlernataomal
Women's Year, then all *respectable’
hodies and persons should pery doe
o mEpe.

Alwuys anxous 1o prove Lheir
‘reapectability’, the trade union
hureaucmoy im many connines
have lsunched an appropreiate 'cam-
puign’. Meetings will be organised
all over Britain on & March, For
exampie, the South Easi Regional
Counell of the TUC have called &
delegale conlersnce of radeé onion-

g

WMWY
RICHT
CHOOSE

Phote: SNGELA PHILLIPS (IFLI

tn the weighl of the organised work-
ing clags to such struggles as those
apainst low pay and for equal pay,
free aboriion and contracopiion on
demand, and frecly available nurscry
Facilities, A

We miust use Lhe oppurtunitics
opened up by the activity of the
bureaucracy (o oTganise dgainst
WOIMEN's o pgsEsion.

And we musl aleo se thess opp-
oriunities to draw links with the
strupgles of womedn infermaiionaliy
Women's oppression i nol confined

to Britain's boundarics. For example,

wonen in masy countries are figha-
ing for free contraception and abor-
ticn on demand. In Euorope alone,
major campaigns ore underway in
Franee, lialy, CGermany omd Britain.
In all these countries the state

A peoket m defencs 0 the right 1O dSafThin vead Drjanised tllil'l'lﬂll ihe l1talan Embany
| ezamenatkns tor &1 women suspected of having bad 2 abortion,

Ets to be addressad by Bhirfey Sam
merskill { Laboar MP), Len Mucray,
Marle Patterson (Chalrperson of the
TUCE und Stewurt McKenzie (ser-
retary of the South East Regioaal
ol

But the aim of the trade wnion
bureaucracy will be to gat away
wilh making a ol of speeches con-
pratutating themselves on how much
the labower movement has dane for
women s rights, but dolng as Hetle
ag possible The inide wnion burcau
cracy, evem more than the LN
would rEther not remember the
activities of thoge women who
first called for loternational Wom
en's Day

Tee Working Women's Charler
Campaign has proved to be an cff-
ective way of beginning to draw

e s sk sk o ok s sk e sk ko ek kot g

SEXISM AND EDUCATION Conlararnca:
Satwrday 1 March at Mottingham Teachers
Cantpe, Cranner Sirpal, Matlingnam
Wiorkshops include: women and the
RNy uions! pon-eexnl boaks anad
Esching materiols; gy appression and
ecducarion; Working Waemen' Chartar,

e mducation. Creche and accommioda-
pon avallabln, Registration, including
dhpcussion papers, S0p (postad ordans,

eic. pavabile ta T. Parmplin) froem T8
Corparation Oaks, Mottingham.

FOR CHEAP RELIABLE |BM TypeRsaiting

st tast b n-srourd phone Carl ar Martin
on O-837 907,

MATIOMALISATION ond Werkers Can
prod - the Criss in the Car Indusery”
Birmangharm G pablic mestirg, witlh
speskers Bab Pennington G Matiors!
Secretary] ond 1MG carwarker fram
Coneley. Surday 2 Marck at 7.30 p.rm.
i Dhigbeth Cive Hal', Lectuss Thrarre 11

BENGALI FRIENDS in Europs 2nd
elvewhere, for Benpall baoks aned Srand
Dai &fplad | Fourth Interaacianal sapert
eonlaet. Bengali, clo Interrationaten,
Box J274, 103858 Scockhinlm, Swedan,

EMASH THE NATIONAL FRONT :
Public meeting Thursday 27 February in
Huor sy Tewat Hall, Croesh End Broad
way, ML gt Spmowith spoakers Brian
Micholson (TRGMLL sd Jalhn Kots

i Langan Ga-apl. Omanised by Horrsey
LPYE

THE COMMON MARKET srd 1he Cap
mlist Crisla’. Lowisham MG public meet-
inu._Frida'.l 2B Fubwuary st 7,300 a1
Carttard Tawa Hail, Mew Cross Road,
Landan SE14

LEEDS CONFERENCE Anaingt Cuts in
Social Exgernditers, 8 Marcn all day ac
Eirson Colfags. Speakars! Josa Maynard
WP, Mick O'Shea (TG shap stewmerd, Kingi
Uplloge Harpitall, Gaolt Fawoett {secret-
ary Lesds frea NLUTE Chasrmar: Torry
Jacouas | Fresickent Laacss & UEW), Sporscs
include: Councillors Ron Sscier and Jim
Hache; & LUEW CHstrer Casmmitian, Leack
Trades Coancil; Sranmes-wickers S0 EW
Skap Stewarcs’ Commictes; NLUFE Mo 3
lararsd: & TT1 Liaisan Commisiee, Leeds
Poly Students Unilan, Deracks Bram s Coe-

ference Secretary, 31 Siesors Temags,
Lewds 10

liag made moves to resirict the
limited facilities svailable at present,

The gains made in gy of these
countries will lave a positive effiect
on the outcome of others,

INTERNATIONAL

PUBLIC MEETING

“riday Feh. 28 7 30pm
Conway Hall,
Red Lion Seueaare WO 1
Speakers inchide women from
§_ireand, France, Beigem, taly, Spain etz

TS ON?

MEETING ‘o al wamer health war kers
ard stadends, Tuasday 25 Febaruary,

!, Wpm at Besimirster Hasgita! Medical
Sehagal Far further informasian phann
Anna Livingstore, 274 44600

WOMEMN'S RIGHT TO CHOOSE: ALRA
wana ¥ Mareh, Fpme-Tame Lictie Thaamr
Club, 1818 Upper St Martn's Lane,
W2, Tickers H0p from Sally Hesmond
halgh, MCCL, 186 Kirup Cross Rd, WE1

M3 34Y GROUP: consact b Wills,
1E1 Wapdhouss Lans, Leed:,

WATFORD RED FORLIM: Maxl muat-
ing-"Tha atmack on the Weifare S,
Tueeduy 25 Faliresry i the “Graan Man’,
YWeatiard M gh Strest.

WORKERS FIGHT FORLIN: “The Glass
haturead the Saviet Union’. Speaker
Aam Hagles Sunday 23 Felwbary,

8. 30am, at tne "Georges’, Livemool Fd.
oo I ||||||ﬁr[|||‘_|l|"||’|:'.

Margaret Thatcher has emergid as
the leader of the series of squabbling
Tactions that was ence known as the
Tory party, Althongh one of her
miin backers was Sir Keith “Stop
the Workers having Habies” Joseph,
the gutter press hailed ber victary

Margaret Thatcher gol [ntermat-
ional Women's Year off with & hang
whimpered the Suwn. “To her il may
have seemed a short step, bul (o
women s libbers throughout the
Country it was a greal lesp... she
has hacome a hern of women's lib,
Exactly which supporiers of wonpk
en's [iheration resarded it a5 4 great
beap forward was lefl wpclear.

Perhaps Lhe Suip meant Mary
Kenny, billed by the London Even-
ing Stamderd of 3 Fehzuary as a rad
ical and Leftist”, Grovelling m franl
af her paymaglens, she wiote: i
waotibd be an absclutely marvelous
wvictory Tor women all over Euope
1o see 4 worman, and such an shle
wornan, leading one ol e Lwao
principal political parties in this
country.

Mary Keanny zaid she would con
sider voting for Thatcher, bul didn't
ithink her {rends who sy mpatlssed
with the Italian Commiuinist Party
would approve, Perhuaps she should
encourage the PCL to speed up its
“hiztoric comprommise’ with cipit-

N =iz,

in the first round ol the Tory leadar-

SHEFFIELD AED CIRCLES: Evary
wednessay at 730 p.m M the Licn
Hodes! deorper af 1he Wicker ard
Misny St

'DHOFAR AND THE GULE - Fubiic
rm@dling =itk speaker Fred Ha liday,
Monday 24 Frbruary &1 G.30pw in
Rogm 542, Medharical Enginesring Depe,
tmperial College, Lorgan 5W 3. Drgani
sad by ULL Irarcan Society

AGAINET PRIVATE PRACTHCE ard the
armiliants! work-teerule — picket and
rally, Saturday 22 Fabrisy, 2 pom. at
Lincaln's Inn Fields, WCE outsie Roys
College al Surgaons. Speakarsinclude

Zid Dichwe=| WP, Brige Micholsn {T&RGWL,

Jeck Dollins 1MUY, Steve Jakinsan
[MA LGOI, Bab Peaningion [1MIG,
5 Luicllarn | 15).

DEFEMD WICTIMISED TEACHERS!
P cket Thursday 27 Fecraary, dpm, as
Coaly Hall, Landen,

FREE DESMOND TROTTER! Pulvic
menting, Thursday 20 February, 7.00pm
N Railtan Baad Semimainily Canipa,
Landan 3EZA.

a5 a triumph for Women's Liberation?! yo.00 ohe hoys her tights ac Marks

There 15 @ reason lor @il ths press
garbage. Before Thatcher benl Heath will Be

HATCHED

ghilp stakes nor a single paper sad it
wanted Tlhatcher 1o wii. how they
are afl tving to present the lin-hoar-
dier and milk-smatcher, with heo calls
ectioms of Ripling and parceliin, hist
tinkling vowels and antiqie moras,
o5 8 “woman of the people’

Afrer all, aceonding to the Chaily

il Hpencers —che ploce whare that
well-known ‘man of the people’. Ted
Heath, buvs his sweaters.

This window dressing 5 partly an
attempl 1o make working people
forget her last ditch defence of diz-
gct-grant and grammar schools, abol-
ition of free school milk and stagshing
ol educsring spending when she was
Secreiary for BEducation and Science
a the Hepth Governmenl. But it is
alao designed to draw logether the
dismembered hods of the Tory
Party as goickly as poasble to make
il 2 gredivde clzctomal altermative,

This ia why the capitnlisl press
has been united in argine het 0o
aurh her “Heith Joseph' terdencies
in matters of scomomie and Socaal
pobicy ng quickly a5 posible, Pol
wcirs of massive deflalion and Unem-
plovemenl wonld nat only mean
electorl dooo, bt man counier o
the tmmedlate intergsts of the dec
wive sections of hig hisines. Sucl
pobicles might well suit grocers and
thelr dauphters -the suall shop-
keepers heng oideliied by inflation

but &re hordly appropriale o
capitidis] milusiry.

S the trivia will eondinue, Thete
mmore preloces of Margaret
pull:ng i make-up, Morgarst putt-
Ime out milk boliles runeonscions
irony? ) Margarer going to the laan
deretrs, and sooon, Perhaps Lthey will
evan Lot 1t ato o Saturday Molinee
far kids —*"MT Conguars the Lniv-
e=ae’, poy showing in Bast Cheim
anil Chelmsioid”,
DANGE

Faor the-wotking class, (mdilfes-
ence: will pat be enough, They nay
he dmusad by the spectnels of Labe
our MPs Inlling over themselves o
denauncs the milksnotcher when
the. [ahiour Governiment hag nol
restored reeschoal tls ar other
Tedy edocation cuts. But Margarse
Thatcher may yet be'a du:.g—?:’.

For many working womsn wiic
have been lgnored by the rade un-
ions and the Labour Party Tog
decadha apy woman in 4 position
of povwer might s2em a slep loraard
Tleat of couzse would bedesply
wrong. Marparet Thalcher's palicies
will ke &% much agamst thcir inter-
<3515 85 that of any male Tory lewde
Bui unless the organisations of the
wenking class champion the interests
of #ll oppressed growps. then oiler
leadera, however false, couid smerge

Kary Smith

exfesie etk sk sl sheofe ekl e ek

THE MIDDLE EAST Reeanrch ard Si-
o Group s kalging @ mezzing et Care
way Hall, Aed Lign Squaere, Surdoy 23
Fehruary, stating Spme Film To Livs In
Freedom' will be showrn, fallowed by dis-
guskion o the pegseal alluateeain the
Midolle Exst.

RED LADDER THEATRE 1=
pxparcf g Wartag: 1. _ﬁ.ﬂﬂﬂ.'ﬂ.l!m
Fiap waork In oa non-higrarchicel
touring compEny, producing its
awn mataial and periorming for pred-
arminantly labour ovarmert audipnoes.
Cabiliy m play insrarnentis] an aseani-
s 2, Administrator/Onganisar - lab-
T MoWErmEnt exper gy, ability 10 e
atiate baakirgs in lataur redammant
caniexe, afl helphal, bt aled & wallinganss
Lo participate inother areas af the work
{nmooot performancel impirian, Apo-
licstiens Tor hor jobs in writing by the
nrd ai February stating i) thesiricalfad-
miniatrariwa aad politcal experienoe i}
reasans for interest in this weark 1il} when
wonl can start Jal ahility o rmase aut of
Larican ta the Mortls by the sammar 9]
wiqars adumry wass reod §yil selepfione nurm-
ber if possible, o 58 Wray Creseant, Lon
don M4 (el 01-263 10631, Al work
Ecpuity rates £30 pow
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s,

| was surprisod and rather disturbed

1o raad thie artacle called 'Aepatriste
thit Prigst sisders!’ in Qegd Beeily § Fab-
I'-h'llr.

Whila | shre your views oo the re-
patriation of the sigters and similarly eall
for an and to ol kerassmant of them in
prizan, | was distisrkad to find tha faklow-
ing wissplyined complainn cmtiudarg:
‘owert heshaan behavicur fowards tham by
soma prisoners’, and also Dalours’ com-
pint that “I'va baen banished 1o anatber
part all the wing beside a lssban,”

Whiilst | racogiise thet These may s
vl assarimars of harrassment fram the
suthorities, this by Ao mesns comet 35 am
I poir Bticis, Unforturstely what does
CEMA BETGES 15 That woil i no way
dasoriste yoursei® fram Thess ant-gay

Agingt tha oppresiion of @y peapl in
capitalmt soceety.

| undursioed Irom proviows S of
¥our juper that you stood Tirm on the
poiition of denouncing all senual sppies
sion, including thet of gy peapls, In Fac
Your paper hes been one of the only oo
an the revolutionary left to give coverage
o the sirsggles of geis agairat thesr op

rhght in this respeet. LY NMNE BAXT EF,

Birmimgham

rEmarks, or endsyouT 10 Ftate thet you &

pressoon, Plsass tell me whether or not | am

HARASSMENT OF PRICE

SISTERS

UR REPLY

ey Blbalclp  hes receseed srveral letsers
along sirmidar limes, The comments which
our correspondents ahject o were taken
froam stomimants ipsued by the Price psiers
and their relatives, and the grievancos wwhich
they refer to A bgitimets: thar the graon
authorities have been manipulating leshian
prisorars, taking advantage of the lryslisng
nflacts ol the prison cvironment i
foulorty ire seNual irmbbess), b0 harass the
Price saters,

Howmar we agres that the way in
which 1his grievance was weated wees guibe
wrang, giving the impressson that what
the sisters objecred 10 was The sexuslity of
thasr fnflow prietdiercs, rather than its ax-
ploitation by The aurhar g

Wit Alve agres-1fmr Red Weekly sk
have endicated e v, wilvich i, of course,
uriEEdiacsl tefence of the right at By
peopls f0 frealy express Thair saxualiby, and
amminst all for i of x| oppressan

HOODLUM
IN THE

WORKERS
MOVEMEN

Thie articie by ade. Fernmsngton an
Fealy's WHRP {Aed We=kriy, 30 Januwary
18751 imyy all That rmey b needed about
the pofitical side of the maner. Bur thers
rermging akse anathar gustion in connace-
ion wth that organisation’s behaviour
kn Sngercornmeniyl Press (13 January
T3E75) waere repeinced two leviers from
cde: Tharnet] whech sxposs the ugly side
of the siary —the charge of gangster beh-
waidui by Haely and s miniam towards
hiz members. This is a matter that cono-
erng tht warking class as o whole. We ane
opposed totmdly. 1 gargsterism within
our ranki ol oRg Achan againgl siher
sectiors. It i3 typical of the haodlums
ehat whila thay praach law-and-ordar
thery practoos the very apposite, Ard
this WHP arganisation hag tha ety
tor publish Trodgey's  Tiwar Adovals and
Giors | <BEN HAARIS, London.

RED WEEKLY
MISSES

THE BUS

Your article an the subjecr of viglonee
aguist Landan Bus eoawe | Ao Wik iy
] danupryd wes an atier dagraca,

CapitalisT pomereniniony &l us there
are paop's sround calied ‘tThags’ whs o
about bBaaring pacspla yo far na reasar.
As g deterrent, they cooaorireid It
jail terms, Hagging, and so on.

WWhat dom Rad ey fay? Peaple
whi assault sarmanng wha happens ta oe
& rragh unionist are just ‘thugs’, novar
ming their matisves. The arfwar i3 o more
oyilsed, ‘prol@arian’ deterrent. Alsatan
doq Are 0 replace bourgeais cops end
RS,

THis 18 hiopefass, |n arder ta re-direce
the vialence Wosmrds the real eremy, we
rmass Tirst unmask the caiuss which he
Fieet Streer hacks concaal. Even il Gag
Femek iy hag f0 arslysis, it oould ar sessr
g urged 1he urdons to S0 up Eheid
LN Mty 13 dEcdver theam.

Higsver, some af the reasars ara
hardly wery ditbicult v fird. Too take
one olwitgs @xarrple. Ewvery day of the
vk  poasangers who have waliaod an
hour or Mo 6r 8 bus understandahbly
Bluse 13 gay sheir fare, It epadiesies
wrpand by ording tham off the bus
16 mpers get lost all raund.

The bus serviceg on Longon gre oppall
Ing. Wat 714 tha bilk oews rather than the
state hureoLEal who baes Ehe bruai of

RQYIQU J EE..an ar{fm.s‘:ﬂg and sympathefzc testament
to working class courage and character.
Unfortunately, to be part of the struggle to

Figh in the 5ea, by John MceGrath,

presented by the 784 Theatre
Company.

Phin! PETER HANNAP (Fepori)

A comimin weakioess of ngi-
tationnl theaire =0 twoe-dimensiona)
effect, with the characters repre-

senited simply & caricatures of ‘workers',

“wirmen, of 'hureaucrats”,

Fixk i the Segis a refreshing
ehaitge—n Tull-length pluy with an
evertly political theme , which uses e
characters to live out political ideas
and posltions, rather thin mouth
them: The contradictions and con-
tusions of the characters are postrayed
sather tham ignored ur minimised, and
there is a richness of plot, dialogue
and musical expresson seldom found
o3l the lett.

I isoverall an amuesing, mavkng and
svinpathetic testament bo working
clasy conrage and charscter. Unlor-
tunately, o e part of the strugele (o
chitnpe the warkers' Jot, it has 1o be
moire.

CONSCIOUSMNESS
Fhe muin theae = the devsioping
political conscioesness of a | fverpoo|
walking class family in the face of an
sitack by the multi-rational corp
afation which takes over the ficm - a
fhinly dizguised Fisher Bendiy —1har
the fefher works fur

We see Maconcehie, the 1arner,
touchingly plaved by Shay Georman,
resivenken bls memories of the cliss
Flitizele bebween (e wars, while Wills,
the boyinend snd then hishand of
Aandes; oneof Macorechie's daugh-
LeTS, propesses (1o DEUIZAD Un
Or padsed lout’ 0o a elass-congoiaus
iniliting, We alen see Yorry - the vicar's
sor, & friend of the fardly ond secres v
i love with Mary, one of tha oiher
duvghters - develos fTrom sopay,

tonary and then editor of The sike

A My to 5 dprit: Bony Midlunds Toiae,

iccupation butletin at the hetory

Al This 15 encovraging. However i
'-":rl:lJll weakness of the |'\.|u__|.- i% g
treatmenl of the relationship beiween
the industrial, sconamic struggle and
the home Life of the Maconochie
tamily.
I dlirecd contrast to the men, Lhe
wimen do pot develop at all during
ttt play , aod remain totally trapped
wilhin 1he confines of theis own dis-
torted ervations, their conditicned
dedire or security in macriage, and
their individual, lsolated view of the
wuarld, Even Fiong, the ‘hrainy ons",
is defined cesantially in lerms of her
seswal attractivencss. She takes no
intercat in Lhe peeupation or Yorry's
pobiizeal ideqss and thelast we haar of
hier, in b midsi of the family's econo-
mic und persorl crisis, B that she has
retreated behing the bottle of sbeep-
wog-pilis.

It's nel as il some awareness of
the dreariness and oppression of the
radational role of working class wives
in omicted. In an 2arly song, sung by
the sisters, Fiong says: “[ feal ke U'm
on 4 g poing Lhe wrong way, | ring
the bell, but it woa't stop; and I'm
Luis seargd to jump of i, But no pos-
ailli Uy virdegire Tor rehellion iz al-
Iwed focdntruds inta their srunted
Lives

The mather, for instance, simply
sy indo mandlin world wearings
amsh pastive scceptanee of {heir loc,
She ig critica] of no-ofs. poteven Her
s whir joins the police force, although
h=r class-conscions hushand TejeEcis
v devmedintely, For her the famils
s pardan evervihing, [0 the filure
Lo choliengs this vizw of 1he family
and the wonun's role within it which
L8 the conteal weakn=cs of (b whals

Wﬂ-mﬁuﬂ « Conitaet Sandy.
164 Ragents Park Road, London -
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The Inmily is seen sssantially a5 a
buttress tednd refupe from the closs
strieggle, Tuther than the oppressive,
limiting institdtion it is at best, and
positevely trapis breke on the clags
sirupale it can be ai worst. The desp
i.'rlF-|';uiIr'h'_Ir_"- ol 'g"l_:-.'r:r"_-; '.EUCKL"IE P
murs. when Sandra breaks downin
Beufs beciuss Willy poes on stelke
thres weeks before their wedding—
‘We almost had W knuckle under fo
the wanis of US imperinlism, 20 that
Bandra couid hive 3 white wedding -
g totally unexawined,

—— change the workers’ lot, it has to be more.¥9

In spite of the fact that the play
firmly sides with the working class
mavement, it depicls a very pariial,
frapmentad view of the world. Ireland-
which startingly impinges on the plot
when Mary takes up with 8 musderous
Scottish protestant who joing the UDA
and becomes & sectarinn assassin —re-
mins, Likce the family . unexamined
o Bhisdiscuessed by the main characters

e vilon ol the future struzple
corsista merely of hopes and wishful
diclzes Hons that thengs will changs,
Lhat things can be dons, coupled with
a0 equivesal view af the Labour Party,
wlose past failures are put down 1o
leinders who *didn't hove the deter-
minisalion to carry things thrau eh',
Mhe occupalion-factic on (s oan is
recopniised as o Holed form of steugek,
bud alternative parspectives are Phin,
The play vividly depicts wnrking class
condcaousTees, hul Cafls in the essential
task of helpiog toadsance it

Yet despite these weaknessos thes
play s1ill remains a rich, entertaining
and fasciniling piece of theatre which
militants should see and @iscuss. Tta
dramz and optirnlam almost make
up for ite flawed politics,
Carl Gardrar

FOUN

e perszcution of Lthe Berimuad
Kusgell MNave Foundoziza b othe British
Inlaoil Revenue = provaking widespread
politteal opposition, The Bevepne wigh
to ewar-rile the Specinl Commissionurs,
whis have declded that the Foundatien's
||.rr:|:|:||:-.:l.';:.i-.|r. ol the arponads af Lax Pty
abdz pn Bertonsil Rugsell's gic of the
tirsl ¥alume of his aurabiaprapky 25 o
just one,

bhe Bevenue sy hal they wish oo
ke o besi cRse, Jr order 1o peiered che
precedents pytablshed by jrilges o s
matter. They Anve snnounsed [hal they
will 2ppeal grinst te Specia! o eniss-
btk werdier (o the High Coarl, the
Lot of Appeal, and the Hawse of Lords
[hey will inrpasr the cosfs of all thess
activns an e Feundation if they are
aule Ledo s,

In 2 nut-shel, chis meats thai the
Faurdatica iy beine askesd #6 pay noarly
M Mo tur tleaa e diel

TAX MEN H

IT RUSSELL
ATION

coures, [ha effect of this palioy i i rem-
alned dnchalienged, waald be fo foee (e
Foumdation: ta clese its printing press and
o severely curtal |le aclivites.

Larpe pomhers of protests aboeul this
Padey have alrezdy besn fled wiih the
suthariries, Memben of Parlinment have

number of tham v sent danations at
the faine tme as they have pledasd
themsshees to cak s aedon o Parlsiment
an o rme guesblon A Jetier signed by
Aucdedy Wi, Tom Eitterick . Macth
Flaonery, Hab Crver, 1o Bichardson
arl Stan Wawenz, condemaning the Hew-
e’y action, was pahlished in e
Giraliar, Tl Exeputive Cammeties
af Tl Engineers Union hove eorsd 3
Gamation o ths Fanedaticn e 4 pesturs
of siepport,. Missrous artists, wricers
nd sdenbfic workers have Bepun Lo
arganls aplidarily.

ruerdes shovald be addesssd (o Ber
i

F oy

e E TN | B

BUbiE angar. m»ﬁfd
shald pducite iy remiers 10 M'-‘-
ClANE CONSONUS relia s 18 casl st By
sitbiation, They shooid be @ught 10 mepld
a1 the re=azans far pond sefvides . that on
rtalisre Ieis ftum down poblic servces; the
ine puiiio Ranss an inkenil o Bus crows
gRORinG figher weages (f0 BIIFOET Mo
Haff o ruA the Buses et oo tiend i
thie gachages all gayl And they shooldg e
crainued ko to win aver Thit redre cla
ERASCINUE pEsRnpary on the bus in the
course of such canfrontanons

The wolars shoeld plro- demand that
ik conductars 2n nat cancragiually,
aliged T dermand peyasnt of lares,
&g b crrins should oy sdopt dorms
ol irdustrial actan That wln oo the
publie, For axempla, wihy noo hove 2
Tareg etrike’ Lo, giee Free riges o sl
insbead af siopeng weark?

What 15 mare, why doesn’t Sad
Heskdy  hawa the courage o stage 1he
Tuct that some bus workars ara racivis?
Telling Back youths ' 1T wow want 1a
Wihﬂ un something, go back 1o the juryg
will nat imprave the satety ol bug crewa
The uniors should cimpaian against rag.
ism ameng (hais members ang S8 Ep &
corrpaints procecine apen o membee .
the public whr feel They heve been wien
ims at faciET aTicke,

Selt-galance, ves. Bur in this cass,
TR ars 3 better delanos than Alsatie
dogs leven if accasisry &= a last resorr),
Dage educate robody. Soealisn ravslitie
comes aboat anly thraugh changes o G
DO EOR consa 0wty of the AASEEOE il
by & prodifaretron of ‘proieiacdsn seil-dei-
g guards’. =JJ0HN KILBAME, Londar

A Sense
of Qup
History

41 FERRUARY, 188E: Maicalm "%,
248 of the firs] maders black revatul-
iCnaries, weas Bssassngled an tho el
cany of his hora in Hariem, Naw
Yark, Heowiy ane of the firse Black
leadliry 20 point it the necessiny o
besuk with thi pesifist, | nmgrationist
irethads of peopes ke Wartin Laiker
King. He summed this up in his fame
OLs. phrase: Wi must Fren corseleess by
any meEAE necessary

y A
s rt

Robart Owsan leads mench backing Martyrs

24 FEBAUARY, 18234; Sn Dorchassoe
farm fagaurers wase arreszed far rying
telorm & tradn e en. Gharged with
‘sdmiristarng an aath’ andés a law
pasead i the aroviaus century (iksade
of Shrewshuogl, they were awastuliy
depanad 0 dAustralin, Desgits = vldes
ipruss cxmipdign o free che Tl puddis
flarsyrs', ad they became known, this
artack by the emplayers was 5'-“'-'-'“”4-".}
and infiicrad s conside-asie delest an
Thit seiirking class ard the right (o
orgarsn, Lok 20 veers 10 Temiby pes
mrarabili=FE th=t ~lakr




“This is a capitalist crisis and the capitalist
class can pay forit. | don’t see why the
miners or any other section of the work-
ing class should give up a penny for their
Crisis.” — ARTHUR SCARGILL, Yorkshire miners’ leadar

CON-TRICK BITES

THE COAL DUST

Last week the Executive of the Mational Unlon of Minawarkers veted
by 16 to 10 to recommend acceptance by its members of the improved
Coal Board offér, which gives faceworkers £61, ather underground work-
ers E47, and surface workers £41, In tha following article MICK GOSLING
looks &t the deal and its importance for the minars and the whole working

L ETER

The proposed miners” setilement
hax delivered anoiher smashing blow
to the Labour Government's social
canirac. Bui despiie giving rises of
beiween 28 and 35% per ceni, the
denl worked ow with the Nationnl
Coal Board i not us brilliant as the
fhgures sugges.

The increases include Lhe consol
lateon mba Lhe basic mte of thresh
odd payments of £4.40 a week which
muers were dalready receiving, The
actual ‘ngw money” increascs ane
£4 60 {or surface workers, E6.60 for
general ungderground workers and
L11.60 for those at the face

DELEGATE MEETINGS

The clalm Talls far short of the £25
sorass the-bomrd srorease s Vol [oF 1y
ielepate meerings of mmers in Y orkakiee,
Scatlnrd and Souwth Wases. And with inf)
athon rusiniing st ar agnual rafe of 20 per
cent there is no protection af the real valkoe
of wages ln the deal, The OB i ooly
cammittsd o Tuture dicuskion: ona
Iheesheeld deal st an womamed date,

Furthermnre, despite deep cpposicsn
kit the Tlelds 1o produclivity schenes, beg-
nuwse of their inensification of work o flort
and the conscquent dangers ol sncreased
dusl and oo accidents, the NUM Exes-
wtive s peeeprad ane. Miners will he
padd a national Eonus for every million
tons of coal prodused ahave the current
113 enillion foma pror pair. Alihough the
bas: Dgtire sed 19 relatively low, the accep
tance i pranciple of productividy dealing
wild b used as ine thun end of the wedge
I Fupure denls

Mgvieri lvebess, miners i the Gebds will
probably voie to scoepl Uwe deal. They are
aware that 1o lunch 2 purely seciarl
SErugle for an even ligher sedidoment at
Ehe prosemt dime wokhl prebably not win
ine massve working ckass zipporl thal
v hoald ailiters sLiwses have. Besides,
with voal stocks kigh after a very mild
winlen oven all-owt strike net s waily
ke corsicdemble tines {o bide,

Aeiaiive g0 other sectians of che wark
ing clzss the miners bave done Corparal-
vely well b theis recest setclements o
Wil rodd suppart it 1% o Ay visary Lar
i mlnees 10 s thede teemendoos indue-
trial strength for e Sereflt af G winale
wr kot chras

Vredy we see other wnions, particul
arly the plwsyien aml power workers,
attempiing ko Tollow the miners thiowseh
the Bicach in the social con bract. Even
thal natoriows right-winger Frank Chapple,
hewd of the Electrical Trades Linden, has
boon [oreed 1o soy: "We shall want - no,
a shall pnaat of— cxacrly the same Inlce-
pretation of the sociol comtract.” And aext
mants three il Sgpnecrs fesus waps
lalks,

COMTRACT BREACHED

Atrzr {le gelemenl Yorkshice Minmers'
President. Arthar Scargill, commenied:
‘The sacial contrect is Breached ard Lo
that xtent I welcorme the advances that
have been made.’ Earlier he had argued:
“IMs 15 a capital'st orisis and the eapitalis
class cen pay farie | don'n see why the
minem ar any atha seetkon of the wiork-
img class shoabd pve up o penay Far theis
crisid,” Scaneill is duad right on both counts,
Bul ww have to go furiner.

11 social cantract is based on the piz

anfe e that i1 aniy (he pawerlul sectians
ol The woarksrs onovement — ke o mliasis

socep bl wagn: restraint, then the weaker
aections coule he peorsered agrinst mi-
joa and chie sovial servicts improved.

Hur not every graup af workers s the
powsal Of Thee g (0 smas® the sesil
cantract. The miners cauld protect the
reel vabue' of thedr own inereses ond lepd
& fhght ol e entire working e biad apainsd
the social conrract b faking up the dem-
anil fof anfomatic increa®es in wiars
l\.'l\.'lI:IFIII\.Ih.' Frar every PErEnbage InCTeELAe
inthes cedt of bvine

By Fghtmg Fors 'nl-aorm’ threshald,
the: miners wivudd shaw whot 0 workeps
solution to inflaticn is and halp win chis
demond. for the s ke sectiens of the
neeernent - sach s nospical warkers, whis
are serugeling 10 delvod Lhe heaicl service
aps s culbacks 0 =t snd cendlosns
i the interests af the whols workicg cliss

CLASS-WIDE FIGHT

T nehiove tais, wooer-mmudiloney ool
Aprpecal s Top solldap v oo the Basis il
“miners @u g pollen b oand deseoer mare'
are nof enowgh, Although Scoegll and
Moahey ol agy the Eflepnend Iv in-
adegiiate amd vie wilh cach otlter in Uielr
demunciations of the suaal contract, neith-
er bins pud forward a plsrform for g clos-
wide FIERT apalnst the oo rkck

Such 2 position would kave an electsf
yirg 2fizer o the whale warkers' move-
mienl and beeen Do pase the possabality ol
wwarkers” alernocive to the socinl cantr
el A decision by e mioees To name a
defnite date Tor indefinics sirike sotion
un i e Shrewsory plokelr aoe melessed
from jail {several apeas have already vaced

tn suppurl of ke action ) waoulbd s a
shimalar offect.

i th coming penesd such ahility to
break From 4w Inedilenal sectol frract-
e of ornce uriooasm and begin te imo-
o & wirkers” salution 4o the onss will
(ST FT I - e T R af Femsdve 1 1o be
rolfed hepk swocess hally.

LABOUR OKAYS NORTH

SEA

OIL PLUNDER

W 1ok cus esiskance puil up by th
Labowr Government to the plunder
ol e North Sen odl reserves by the
miti-matonal vil companies has col-
According to the Suendey Times
¥ Febroary j, amendments 1o the O
Pesation Bill will be tabled by the
Lovermment a1 the end of the month
B gelieve the tax busden on Morth
s ofl companies. The average offect-

e raie of the Petrolenm Bevenue Tax.

e ssspested, will be redoced (o 0%
W i1 was first announced in Nove-
mber 1974, it was indicated that g
masle raiz iy of 65% would be
broduced .

“The Labour Governoient's par-
Sipation in the exploitation of the
rlds has now becoine largely
mbolic”, the Sunday Theer pointed
. Although when "participation’
s first announpced (in the Labour
Perty s election manifesto} ic was
Ehought to mean that the Govern-
sent would take a controlling share
R companiss cngaged in North Sea
ol enploatation, it hes besn made
mRie clear now Ehat the Gavern
gent s 51% sharcholding will not
B med to control the off com-

pamses.  Norowill the government
BEEe 31% of the profits.
Rl gnes to take conrrod of 4 majar

ol company is shown by 1he way they
e treated the BP sharex thet came
BRES Lhvelr possession [rom the ziling
Bermsh il Co, Burmah aeeded cask
e ey afloot. and i sold ifs 22%
Sk B 1o the Governmaonl. which
Eiready had a 49% holding. But by
petending that Burmah™ BP holding

s puerchased by the Bank of Enpland

und not by the Government, and by
aszuring the oil companies Lhat the
Loverpment woukl continue (0 2ci
a% i 1t onty controlled 49%, Lasour
bidpes toavold the embarrassment of
comtrofling one of the larpest com-
panzes-in Lthe world.

[he Labour Gowvernment's retreat
cun only be understood in the contexl
of firstly the strategic role played by
worth Sea ool in allowing Britain to
horrow shropd inan atiempl Lo stave
off the worst effects of the world
Eeo o cresgs, and secondly Lab Sc's
pencral inability to challenge the
forces of international capiralsm.

The British economy & bankrupt,
Years of low profitability and luck of
investwent have left British copitalism
wilh very Titile ahdity to compele Tor
markets in the present world crisis,
Maore than any other of the advanzed
capitalisl sconomies (aparl from Lialy ],
Britain was heading for a dissstrous
balance of payments problem long
before the Arabs pul up the price o
oil.

The Govarnmenl has L hareow
massively to mstain consumprion af
soanewhere tbeal s ploient level, But
the internatienal banks will not fork
ol doless Chey have some sacurily
whizh i3 where Norch Sea oil comes in,
A & racent aphcle in Che R U 1
{3 February) concluded: ‘It is &iffi-
] o rargd aadigcrives Lo describe
adeguanely the importance of Morth
Sea oil anik gas discoveries for the
Balance of mayomenia. In the abssoee
of 1he major discoveries aof recent
vears the botal ool deficlt over L9975
Ell might have amoonied 1o d horrify-
ing £22 6000,

But beoact oy s2curily (o verseds

lenders, (L st b deesn thal the oil-
lields aire being developed a5 ra p'_|:,':'_.'
as possinle, The ol companies know
this, and by contitually threatandine
the Labour Governmerl with a slow-
down in ol explaitntion they have
been able o win concessions which
will Bring them trowly massive protits,
It is cleariy necessary to Oalt
these manoeuvres once and or all by
taking Morth Sea oil exploiratdon out

ol the hands of the companies. Hul g
Labour Gowernmens has naver nalion
abised kev secicrs of the eponomy
without the agreement of IR pirtiang
sectionns of the capitalist cluss, Be-
cause 8 Labowr Governmanl bases il
gall un parnment rather than an the
orpinised strength of the worsing
claas, ib=will aiways be vilnerahle to
the presmres thet the capitolists are
able In exert.

o il =BT L S o
British working class mavement to
farce the Labonr Sovwermincit o
mitlonztize the wlole oil ingusiry
uniler wesrkers control, and desnand
that the oll be exiracied in fine with
un integratod energy plan produced
and enforced by the workers Lo
el Chedr needs and nol those of
the oil compaenies and international
capital.

Eight maorn: leschers in the Inner
London Educdtion Authory ares
are [actng discipliniary procecdings,
sringing the toml number fo fiftean
Among them are five in Soith
Hackney who supported the official
TUC protest apainst the lmprison-
ment of the Snrewshure pickets,
A& guy le-cher and 1wo reachers in
Westmil oo who were delegated
from ther school Lo artend o picket
against the Hoaghton recommead-
ations on pay are alao iovolead.

A ad hoe delenc: commilize
meeting culled ot short norice on
Thursday |3 Februaty to take up
their delenos w5 atiended by
more than 40 tedchers. Here (1 was
slresged Chal the victimisntinons come
ab a rime when both the ILEA and
the executive of the Maotional Union
of Teachers are desperate Lo siop any
anofficial petien aronnd the teachers’
Aprdl pay claie.

This explains why the KUT Exec-
utive fas aow senl ool o ciroalar
wiying that the action taken over
Sheewsbury hy the Hacknes reachers
was unollleal, despite the fact that
dn cathier MUTT oflietal ciccular had
drawn membess” attenrion to Lhe

zall

HEAD-COUNT
OF VICTIMISED
TEACHERS
GROWS

& GROWS

Acsecond reuson @ thal the 1LEA s
nil-prowch budget will in fact mean
cittacks in stall and egquiprnent
fmm next Sepiember a5 renning
coss contioue to eise. 1he foe to
be cul will ke part lime teachers,
cauzing o decline in educational and
working standasids lor bath stalT and
childven. By scotching any ank and
file activicy now the ILEA hope: to
be able to push throeeh the cuts
willhowt any major disnaplon.

John Warburton, sucked From St

Jarylehome C, of E, Sccondany
School, told Hed Weekly that he saw
s case as siraightlorward victimis-
ation of a gay teacher'. The Laudon

Ciay Teachers proup has actively
taken up the campaien, and the
Mationul Couanail af Civil Liberties
and the National Undon of Students
my rights compaign are also lendine
SHUEPOIL

Tohn spoke at his-obi school,
Holland Park Comprehengive, Last
Fridaw and roceived unanimous supp-
act, Flolland Park leachers Zre now
forwarding a motion to the West
London Association condemning
his wictiodsation. As John zaid:
‘Given the present hostility ul e
education avthorities to goy teachers,
it's godng Lo bake a bell of a latal
pecple to change this decision,”

Teuckers who alfended the def-
coee committes meeting on 1.3 Feb-
ruary will be making defence of the
victmised teachers i cornerstone al
the campaign to fight the April pay
denl when a teachers’” conference
calizd by the Wondsworth Associal-
o of the HUT meets on Sunday
Y March. A plczet fo protest acainst
the vicimizations has 2lso been call-
ed fo1 9gm an Thusday 27 Febroary
at ILEA headguariers at Counly
Hall.

dohin Doweeanc Hilda Been
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SUONDON

SOURATERS!
H 1 B A GHK

LONDOMN SOUATTERS are orguiis-
g an offensive against the massive
propagands stieck on them by the
Labour-camirallad Gresier London
Councl.

Ala press comierence an 24 lan
usry, they launchesd & campalgn of
demands on councils and Govern-
meni under the genesal slogan "No
Fwetigns—Decent Housing For Al

The GLC in its propagands attack
hsg created the bopey of "Smash and
Grab Squaiters’ in am attempt to link
sgpuaiters with the damage to
houses caused by vamdais

The hackgroumd to this strugple i ihe
fublare of the 4510 and locel counals B
comtain the squatfing movement by “ofi
icial” (licensed | squailing groups, coupled
with the obvioirs siccesses of the sgualting
mavement  in for exampld Gk over
Ciorewall Terrace, Hegents Park, lrom (ke
Crow s C o ssisne s

The ‘ollical’ syualling roups wene ess.
entalty intended to provide "housing on
thve clap” [or the mach revered waiting
st shem rools o fovei-sp FGr the oul
backs im Building proprammes. Howseer
s prenipes hae sTadusliy furnad azamsl
the State, ond their ma ofgansaisan  th
Advigry Service o Sqmatien (formerly
Family Squaiting Advisory Semacel 1o
Faut Tully backs the squathing myvemend
apmiisd the GLC  "Semasly andd Uirak™ afts
k.

Another wall ghoep, Falchwork, 3
pe remsonabde’ olwial wjuatting grougp
m Lo an imeniment hopkmopicy

md g revolt by e ms

ling gawcavery Imad T4 o them weckly

SNy

rivheiwhigh &l BT

Harclays Bank shartcholders as inferes) fe-
paN e Of imoies barrowed 10 iy

houses from speculailor

MANOEUVRE

Ther Labsomr L4 ham therelors laas
vl an srtack om fllectrer sgaliimg
proums  especially thetin Fgm Avenoe
Pasldimi=tan, wluch hes become a symibol
ol oppoution B0 the Stete 8 [Wuumnp pol
ey, Ulaimg emalie flcione, b S atlemn
ling It solale spuaiiers withaut havirg (o
snswer policallhy ter (b= massie culs
i i the housing programmee. The
(L smatiers’ press sintement expsased
this manoenyre;

Intematiﬁﬁal
Marxist Group

{British section of
tha Fourth Inter-
rational)

A7 Caledonian Rd.,,
London MN.1.

{ wowla ke mare infarmation about

the TMG and its activities
BRI )
IR o e e

"I b mini the actions of thé oamebess
bt gheise of e (5L, councils, speculat-
ars and Government which are o blame
for the howsimg crisic.

“Squaiiers are pencrlly just ardinory
wigking people who ore homeless because
they camnod find saijahle mmrnmr.lllf[inll
at ressomable rent. They ape the "(an e
Wait Homebess", Mo-ome should have o
wait for housing. There ane [0 good
emply properties in Lomdon which should
e taken over fog o/l (e homeiess.

The GLC s ides of reasonahle squati-
ers i people who will veluntarily make
themselves hameless ot the Council's req
wésl. Those who demznd howsing for all
are labelied '"Smash and Geab’.

*Accusations that spualiers smash
tetimses are dhsurd. The squaliing mdve-
ment is opposed o all forms of vandakism
and nakes grial efforia (o I:E'ﬂ-l'l the: lagge
scale deliherate vamdalisen of the GLC and
m"l'ﬂ’ﬁ;m many examples of GLC vand-
alim amd Keepimg of howses empty for
lomg periods withdul rasim, For example.
im Sprimg st year the GLC delibertedy
demtroved the imalde of 111 Walterton Rd-,
Paldingion, for whick there were nir plans,
just before squatter familics were o move
i, The GLC smashed {he lavaborss of &0
Mats in Ritchie House, North Blnglos,
This i 2 cameonplace method for making
hivises pfinlabiiable usad by the GLC and
pouncils all over London

One of the lavetories smashed by the GLE
im tha Ritchis Houss flats in Islington

Tl squatters ane alsa lmiinching an Ing
il inte GLC hougipg pollcy, whdch will
inclade investization of ibe GLC's strater-
i houzing policy, the waiting lisg, snd ten-
ants' prablems finelisding vandalism coused
by alienation in tower blocks), Tl mali
demands ape

immediate requisitioning of all emply
property for the homebess,
—a crash programme of repairs. rehahilit-
ation and bailding on derciicl apace,
—the finnnecing of housing programmes
by craxh grants and interesd-froe loam fram
central povernmend. The high inrerest re
payments by councils fo ity Tinanaers
must be stoppod, (FACT: 906 ol the rent
mmeome of the GLC is spent on infereal re-
paymentiy,

demacratic controll by ares conferences
ol lemants, trade wnions sid squallen’ org-
nnasaieens over &l howsing and development
plana amd usage of empiy properiy.

For information and speakers on
the campaign, contact: ASS, 44 Mel-
son Square, London, SE1 ((1-261-
L4777 b or Maids Hill Squariers,

19 Elgin Avenue, London, W9,
{01-286-21 86},

Mewrcastle scaffolders and their supporters on the march last weel to defend the ten arrested pickets

SCAFFOLDERS
STRIKE OUT

FOR

With the crisss in tha building ind-
uriry despening —two thirds of the
Natipnal Federation of Building
Trade Employers are already work-
ing &t thres guarters copacity of
lesa— the building bosses have gonae
on the offensive,

in LONDOM they are trying to
brasch an agreamant with the un-:
igns by bringing lump labour onto
the Lasch’s site in Mitcham. Tha
workers have mesponded by going
on strike, and moves are on foot
o bring out other Lesch's sites in
solidarity.

In MEWCASTLE, the strike of
14 scaffolders victimised by MoAlp
ines - the same firm that provided
the so-called “evidence’ to convict
the Shrewsbury Two— has enterad
its fifteanth week, Below we print
a special report from Mewcastle

MG, who have been active (o bulld-
ing support for tha strike both in
Mewcastle and Seatiand,

All Trapspart and General Work-
ers’ Union scaffolders on Tyneside
are now out on sirike in support of
the 14 victinnzed acaffalders atr the
McAlpine's Eldon Square site in Mew-
cisthe, The site itself, a £40 million
prestige project in which the Labour
Council has & 51 per cent stake, has
been complefely closed since Mon-
day 3 February , when the rest of
the workforoe walked off in sy mp-
uthy

Meanwhile suppnrt for the strike
iz steadily growing. Edinburgly Cen-
tral branch of UCATT passed & resal-
ution on Monday 10 February calling
on the Union’s Executive Council Lo
imvestipate the alleged misuse of
urdon Tunds £o finance strike-hiepking
ndverts in the Mewonstle Evening
Chrogicle,

They have also demanded frem
the Morthern Kegionnl office and tle
naticial headguanters of UCATT an

TE=ITET

cxplanation far why ane of the Marth-
ern’ Bepion organisers, Barney Me-
Intyre, voled with Lhe bwo manage-
ment representatives in the ongizal
industrial tribunal sal wp over the
Eldon Square dispute, Had he voted
with the two other trade undon rep-
resentalives, the dacisdon would

have gone in favour of the fourteen
acaflolders.

Landon dockers have $=nt a don-
ation to the sirike fund and are black-
ing Godfrey Davis vans, which have
been used (o fransport the scabs.
Siritkers have explained their coss (o
waorkers in Glasgow, Liverpool, Birm-
nzham and London, where collec]-
fons aind messages of support have
been orpanised.

The Incerpational Marxist Giroup
has raprinduced largs numbers of the
sirike commities's collection sheets
and circulsted them in Macherwell
Bridge Engineering, Leith and Aber-
deen docks and via Sticllng Trades
Eouncil, Strikers will be doing 8 series
of meotinegs arranged by the IMG on
rig module construction jobs in Bd-
inburgh and docks and shipyards in
Aberdeen.

BEREWERY DRIVERS

The most impressive acis of solid-
anty have heen in Neweastle (tself.
Cin Wednesday § February, drivers at
the Scottish & Mewcpstle brewery
came out ona one-day scldarity
sitike, and fed over 700 wordoers ioa
pratesl march Lo T&GWL and CATT
headquarsers o demand chat the
uninn make the siriks official, Des-
plte thiz Deeve Shentodn, the TaGWL
tegional crgnniser - the same man
who scabhed on vEclimigesd shaop sie-
warif Jean Jlepson in Hull— hes sent
a Telex round T&HG bromches telling
them not to support the strike.

Some ol the pickets who wemt o
London wers kepl waiting 2% hours
by Peler Kuwanagh, 8 member of 1he
Communiat Parcy, who told them of
the Telex, Brother Henderson at
Transport House --number threein

Continued from page 1

thoy will come out on eteike iF the aceep-
arian i mads olfical, and the N0 is now
codtlacling the union which arganises
thems, SOGAT,

The warkers af EAV are nod the only
jourmnlises o beves Leen hroupght up bard
apainst the effects of {he capilalist criss,
Scraegles cver redunidancy have braken
aubat Pewpwe Books where ihe manaps
ment wants (o climinare 54 jobe, and a1

the Xt il Evrnesar dhorms = e Il =i

atoiks lusl month foreed the mansgemenl
ta withdraw redundancy ootices and $o
opes it baoks Plans ame npewd i hasd far
argznising a needb warkers” conference
un redundancy and closure, sponsaned
by chapel: which bave bsen direerly lnv-
olvesl irthiese stoipeles, Ao ad bios come
midter wis being formed this wesk

EXCELLENT FOCUS

The EAY accupation provides an

B | L . PN [N SRR f e ¢ o =

wrenct, Far example, the skills of the
editomial workers, wha praduss slide and
Llape kits, could be used to produce mat-
erial abpur theit awn strupgle and on the
Eeneral o of combaltng job cuts,

IT 12 b Bocl crigial that pamnliscs ann
other warkers suppert the oseu pation nat
caly b spve the sly jub bl todrcdicats to
i o conplayers that sl red undarsclcs
and chosures vill he pporousty cesisted. 4
demomarration calked in the lunch houwr bul

Lz gn imparenna step in this direceion.

Marianplization under workers' cantral
it L olfivial policy of the NUI, but sa fr
this has empined o commitment an paper
anly. The struggle for the nu!il:-nulis:_:.ii.nn
af EAY, without campensaiton [o L
Aunerican awniery, would force U unien
o dn ke W TR IERE BN 8 ACrtols wal .

Remfutbany and Jneacie! sappoel o

Hifary Heveoeks, EAF Decuporion, T

VICTORY

the T&G— claloked ke knew nothing
of the stoke. Newcastle Trades Coun-
al, who alter an inlarmal meEEling
decided to send a videotape machine
1o the picket line following the arrest
ol len pickets, have now been sent
an hysterical letter by Shenton say-
g the TEG will withdraw thei
delegaces from the Trades Councll
unles it siops ‘interfering” in the dis-
pute.

The striking scafTolders and their
supporters have reacted quickly (o
the arrest of ten pickets in late Jan-
uary, A public mesting on Thursdoy
6 February, attended by 200 trade
unionmists and students, and chaired
by Jim Murray - convenor of the
mlagitve Vickers, Elsorick worka—
voted to 2ot up a delenve committee
for the arrested pickets. The follow-
ing Monday 200 scaffoldess marched
o the court with the tea arresced
plckets &t their bead, The teo were
remanded on bail of £25 each o the
Crown Court on 10 March,

HIGH MORALE

The morale of the stuikers i3 extr-
emely hiegh and they are now confid-
ent of winning, There will b no rel
urn to work unless off the scaffolders
are taken back -the original 14 plus
any sacked for aupporting Lhe sitike,
whether by MeAlpines ar sy other
ticm. This will maintain the tremen-
dous unily of the seoffolders. many
al them enly recently undcmised,

With the kelp of the local student
uninns the strikers are now hilnging
out 4 bulletia bad or Chree tiges a
week to explnin their case 1o workers
in the ares, and flyving pickers are sl
touring the sites and factories, The
TE&G B/ 214 branch (scalfaliers], oo
which all the strikers belong, has also
passad o resolution thal *in the evént
of a call for a patlopal strike to release
the teo Shrewsbury pickels, this
bmnch pledges to lead the strike in
this arega.” A delegation will also be
going to Lhe Wigan Building Waorkers
Action Committee march when it
arrives in London.

The sction of McAlpineg's and the
police, the open scabhing of DCATT
and T&GWI officlals, and the compl
jcity in their actions of the local Lab-
anr Councl makes it vilal thal this
strike is won, It 15 o rest case for
pititant wnion arganisation nol only
on Tyneside bur nationally.

All mesgages of support and don-
ations shoild he rushed 1o the Strike

Commictee, ofo Eddis Brady, &4
Taririemil 1 aem- Kas ~aordn Cial S0
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HOSPITAL WORKERS

SAY NO SERVICES FOR
PRIVATE PATIENT

Hospital workers at the Moraston
Hospital Swonsca, are out on sirike
Igain.

O Saturday 15 February, after
8 four-day strike over (he pdmmsson
of & privaie patient. the 500 workams
refurmed to the hospital, Bul within
W hous they wen: out again afier
ifee West Glamargan Area Health
Awthority had sald thelr retum-to-
work lerms were “impraciicable”.

Last year, after Momiston hospital
worsers had god local nuners to come
sul on a one-day sympathy atrike in
smpport of the aurses' pav dispaie,
Een Price, chairmar of WUPE at the
Morrmton hospital, told Red Weekly:
I manspement admil @ patient to
the only private bed in the hospital
NLUPE will come'aut on siriks
IE=se were not cmpty (hreats. Omn
Toessfay |1 February NUPE siaff
il the hospital took sirike gction on
preciely thai issue.

RESPONSE

The action gquickly gained a res-
psiiie s mongst other health workers,
Mectings were held ai the Singletan
andl Mount Pleasznt hospitals in
Swmnsed and also o lwospilel o
Meath. the Rnoueda, and as far easc
i Sewport. Mount Pleasant struck,
e the others voled totake supporl
s=tion in line with aity Lhing decided
il st Foday’s NUPE meeting at the
Morriston

Suppari was alsn pouring in from
Port Talbot steel workers, from min-
et afudents and the local Labour
Party. There are l'our privace bods In
Swansea —one in Morriston, three in
ssmpleton, But the authority has nod
dared to use (hem doring the last
year becapse of the milifancy of locl
bealth workers.

The firat strike ended after votes
wete taken on three resslulions;

wice ~hidffiling Brogammi.

ng:mwdwﬂm

propoEmg & bayeoll, escatallon, or
an wnconditionul return 1o work
—tihe latier being completely rofecied.
The NUPE mesting voled {oretum
to work; but to boyeott any ward in
which Lhe “(louting” private bed wax
located.

The boyoott was nol only Lo
appiy 1o prvate paticnts but co all
comsultants who have povale palienls
ey decided not toserve the consul-
tant with food, answer the telphone
or provide any ofher services [or lm.

ACCUSATION

The bivycoll was a response Lo
accusations that NUPE was jeopard-
isimg Lhe health of many MHS patienis
dne to their aetion ower one private
patiant, Tls boycoll pul The resgaon-
sihility squurely on the shoolders of
Lhe comuliants and Lhe aulhoriiies.
All the authornities and the consult
ants had to do wes to put the patlent
i an oisolabed ward —and Teed her and
change her bed linen themselves!

But the consultants would prafer
the NH5 to do the “shil" work, and the
authority hove backed up Lhe cons-
uiant {Dr. Lawrence) by refusing to
move the patienl, Instzad (hey have
lsunched 3 slander campaign through
the local press, sccusing hospiial
staff of cloging the maternity beds
{the private patient had had a caes-
arian operation)

During the week siudent nurses
in NUFPE were threitened with the
ending of their training {nurses hoyve
Lo satisly very viporous duty regquire-
ments fo gualily asa slate registenad
nurse —SHEN), Three were forved Lo
legve the umon. To back up thiz
i mpaign, Lhe local press eagerly
pablished a letter from 2 handfuol
of nures attacking NUPE.

The health asuthonties have
dearly provoked the hospital work-
ers action man afiempt to defeat
and weaken the growing strength
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MOAPP was set wp lest yeur by healih
workers wi atienidid o conleronce on
the “Crisis tn the NHE' ormmised by the
Central Landan Medicsl Branch of
ANTME I mainly made np ol docton
anil meeclicnl stodenis wha sre very com-
vertvad aboul the stale of the NHS. The
healih service is now dangerpady nesr 1o
incal coliapse, because el tHe Years
every Govemment bas failsd to put en
ough maney i the wellere slafe,

It is the working class who nre now
suftering the etfects of this. The social
mivioes, nchaling the NHX, ore g part af
ther real wages, anid unks (he labour
movesent [akes actaon now to defend
their health service, tldivgs will ger ween
WOTEE;

How does private practice Tl loto
this?

We beleve that #ocd medical care
shaongld b Teeely avadlolsle a8 8 basic right
i everyone when they nead 48 Hue uf
the momeni the KHS simply canna
prowide i, There is a drestic lack of gLl
- pecd 7500 more cuirses alone
becaase health workers are 5o badlv
paid , 2t Chree quarters af the hosp-
ital beds o this country ae i boddngs
pul up hetore 19158 amd mone than belf
a million peEaple ane waiting for treafwend

Io this situaticn theee b3 & peal daiper
that private practice will expand, becaus:
iy bondy who cam afiford to bypess the

I NS to pel guiskst and ilelae {osmdon-

atle treatmeeni will natumally do 0 We
wiould thek gt 4 twa fer sestem racther
like they have in the USA, whird yoi

r|1
D‘:hﬂﬁm ﬁ
'|.'. ai-wnu

pel a3 good a8 yau cen pay for. and the

s e
of WUPE in the srea. The responsc

of lewcal kealth workers las so Car
been excellent, but in the Face of
auch aftecks support gctiomand
messages of support from other
hospital workers and indesd all
sections of the labour movement
will be cruciul,

Messages of supporl should be
senl lo: ken Poce, Chairman Marr-
iston MUPE, Mormriston Hospital,
Swansen, West Glamorgan.
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nterwew wﬂh r Berry Beaumnnt
a leading activist in ﬂlE! Mediea]

a member of the IMG

workmg class lase cur with o very inferior
ez ical sepviee, U'ndess privale procisc is
thrawn owr cempletely in chis conntry,
the WHE will ke stranelnd,

Whnt sart of effect iz private pract-
e having al the moment?

In pumely momes eerms, private pail-
penix <o paresie on e MHE, becaus
they dam' pay wal Lhe Tull cost ol creat
munl they recedve in MHS hospitels  And
the L12 millson that wae caliecisd Irem
them W vear weéad slrauighl mto the
f achoguer, and nat inle the HHS bad-
pet,

But the meally harmiful thing aboat
prvate peactioe 15 e way it dzstores the
use of the availohie resioarces in the health
srvice, im derms of stalt and equipment.
Ihese are anvrisd o the profitable aneas
of medicine, regardiess of che meadsoal
needs of The makaricy of patknis. And
of ¢oors: Lhis bries wp the question of
the woy 0 which ihe B, Op 80 piri-
iime consultants, wha makes the money
out af pevate practies, uss thalr power-
il posifions (o manipulate the MHS far
thaar e Benefit

What do you think about e Lab-
pur Gavernment's pasition?

It's also abwious that Lalaar has oo
intention af EHMpplilp privaLe Fu'i,i,'l_iq_'l,'
ciifekhz The MEES They are using the
phasing out of WHE pay beds asa joken
gesture fowards zeepang Cheir side of the
suclal eontracd, Bt they know perfeetiy
well that the fve venrs they lsve allowed
tor this glvi private fnns plenty of
eni Lo huild ap hospitels onkside: Mare
over Tabear hasn't 2 esfopnd the
00D mithen Toey culbacks, Jec abang
ted o intprove (e MHS far the wark
208 ol this counlry.

What sort of things has MCAPP heen
doing then alsout the MHS situption?
We believe that the only way o im-

prove the MES b2 For all sedtiong of the

Weekly
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IFRde Union movemeal ke wirk together.
anid as a start, end all private practices
Hospitnl workeis ape alrsady banning
pEivala palienls in, many areas

But o will anly b wissn off worken
ralise the impuortance of defending tish
health serve thal we @ g rid of
prbrale medicine completely, For instance.
last week onme of gs spoke Loomsent wiorks
vrs i the TEGWL who 2re now preparsi
to bnyeott mear supplies 1o private heds.

What do vou see as the important
thinpsto fake wp sfeer e deman.
Stration!

I Think rl@r the poblecey. and malnl-
islion lor the demansceaiion wili-lave
and @ pead basls Tor lrade urdonists 10
laks up Lhe issue ol the defence of ths
health services i chedr bocal ureas 1 Kraw
sevepil Irades couwncils are planning pohlic
meetings on the crisis iy (b WHS in Lhe
re=ar Fumine.

AL thess mestings, 0 plan of §eian
man ae-workesl aul for- hal area. and
s sorl ol sbtion commitess Sleeged
to co-ardinete o local campaizn, 1L ight
he o carmpeipe o fght the clasioe G s
Tiapital, wr prevesica pravite slinie beiap
huzilt, o o par beiter abartion Tocilities
far women, of whaleyer, The impartars
thide 13 thal 2l workers shawld B fne
alved, ot just healih workoers,

What is MCAPP plamiig in the
next few months?

We pre Boping Lo-organise o “workis
walirence’ at the =nd af Junes, tapither
with labur maovemend orpEnisaians
fmiing hese kicels ol dnismatives, Tlus
will e o further stage i bodiling o really
steane campaien ta work far 4 deeent
Esalth servive whivh aiovides or I;v,.q:.|r|-|:.
o8 e, pol the tecrenit oie we s
Lo part up with now, What we sheaid e
g for 3 oan KEIS that pives everrone
the zarl of ssrvice et vou anly EEL
now If you cai alTord to be o aravate
patieni.
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