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PICKETS GO
FOR TRIAL

Last week Shrewsbury magistrates decided there was a case against
the 24 building workers appearing before them on charpes arising
out of last year's building strike. They decided to send these mili-
tants to the Crown Court for trial,

In cases involving seriows charges, such as those against the Shrews-
bury 24, the job of the magistrates’ court is- simply to decids if
sufficient evidence exists to bother with a full-scale trial. This then

Trade uniorists rorch throwgh Shrewsbury after the commmiital precsad gy leat Frigday.

CAR BOSSES TURN ON HEAT

The Chryskr bosses have stefped up
thair offensive against tha Hyton
wiorkers, Early on Monday miorning,
two comvoye of lories broke their
wiay throush picket limes outside
the Stoke plant in Cowantry, which
is belng ploketed by the Ryton
Strikers.

The drivers hived by Chrysler wera
thugs who threw bottles, bricks and
iran birs ol peckets as thesy sped to
wards tha gates &t 40 mph.

Chrysler is riding o 8 boom in the
world car market, This has resubied
im @ rmagsies speed-up. In recent
months Ayton has increasad its out-
put from 3,000 to 3 500 cars 5 wesk,

The threats to suspend imvestrent
in Britgin made by the US owned
company are desined sablely 10 put
pressure on the workars. Chryvsler's
plants abroad are not tooled up for
tha successfil Awengar model to ba
trarsferred from Britaln, Comparing
thesa threats to those mada by Ford
two vears aga, the Sweday Fimes
commantad: CClheyslar would like 3

clear run [no more strizss) much as
Ford has had since that big strike.’

The reésponsa of the workers at Stoke
hes been further configed by the
ling from shop steweards {reinforoed
Dy the Morning Srar) about 'Chicago
stybs tactics.” But the attacks on
pickets wara to be sxpected, It is not
the maticnality of the firm but the
devalopment of the class stroggle /i
Britain ftself which laads the bomses
Imcreasingly to use these kinds of
tectics.

The raaction of the Stoke stewards
1w Morday morming's events was 1o
recomumend strike action, But the
BLUEW  pureducracy gulckly  inter-
vened and the managemant gave them
amurances thet no more materials
would bea moved for another waek
and that they had no part in plan
nifg tha vinlence ised by the drivars
they contrated O the sarme day,
the Lord Mayor of Coventry [a
Labour Councillart fized up 8 meat-
ing bebwssn union  officials and
managamant 10 discuss the  Hyton

disouts. Thase assurances snd a hint
of the mesting were dropoed o
Stoke stewards before the mas maet-
ing which was to endorsa their re-
commandation far a strike. The
recommandation  was  withdrawn;
Stoka failed to strike and the L
wood plant in Scotland  followed
sUit.

Fhess manceuvres oreated  disunity
pracialy at the momant whan tha
maln Msue fasing the workers be-
came the need to unite to detend tha
pickets,

Chrysler is a8 fight for the whaole
working class. A report published
recantly by the CBl explained the
nead for bossss ta make a systematic
attack  on ‘restricthve  prectices”
throughout  British - industry as &
whale, Spesd-up will confront all
warkers. The dafence of plcket |Ines,
as Aed Meakly hes baen urging
throughout the ampaeign to defend
the Shrowsbury 24, i an urgent task
for all warkers, The Hyton weorkers
st begiven support by all.

takes place in the Crown Court,
The decisien of the Shrewshury ma-

ghstratos is a clear-cut indieator that
the state is nol simply blulTing: i1 is
ouf to get the 24, Tt wants their
cuse toroseTve g3 an example to the
whole labour movement, and topro-
vide precedents for future attacks,

We should make it ioto a presedent
af our unity cand power Do resist
ruling clase atrack and defend our
ahilily to orgunse,

In a blatant attempt to hamper the
unity of the defendanis and he
growing defencs campalpn, there will
bo two rriale in two different areds,
The main irdal of =il 24 wil take
place In Shrewsbury, probeably in
the awtumn, Bul seven of the men
alac face separats charess at the
Crown Courl in Mold, 2 emall North
Wales town some ten miles east of
Chester,

The trlal of theae seven opens next
Tuesdny, 26 June, It is esential that
ad large a demonstratlon as poasible
takes ploce ourside the Mold cort-
house on thel day to suppodt the
defendants. We must make cledr to
the state authorities that their sphil-
ting manoeuvie hag not worked, and
that our determinstion to ses thi
smuggle through until final wictory
hag grown even greater,

The Shrewsbury 24 defence com-
mittee bes called for am  allout

¥i'ith the help of sur restiern snd FIpPOrIErE,
Bed . Weakly |5 now Dirmily extoblished . Bo
wa o non EGerd 1o siop hore: Over the
naut Tew mantle we hops turrhor 1o ex
pard the scope and coverage of the paper

B this @n only be dons with youwr con-
Vinuad anppor el aslctanes That is why

mobilisstion on that day. The
recent decisions by importont sec-
tions of the Bbour movement to
take wup this goedion shouold make
thia by far the largest mobiliation
sc Car, But 4t iz really just beginning,

The Internotional Marxdst Group
aid the Socilist Labouwr Leagie
have ngreed o jomily sponser a
public mesting in London in defence
of the Shrewshury 24, This will lake
place on Friday, & Ju 1, at 7.30 pm,
i Acton Town Hull. Dave Jackson
from the Shrewsbury Defepce Com-
mitter has already agreed to speak at
the meeting. Tnvitations hive also
been sent to both the Communist
Forty and the Labowr Pariy to par-
ticipate.

Regrettably, the International So-
chilists have refused to sponsor the
meeting, A letter from them states
that ‘this & not within the terms of
reference of the joint statement [15-
SEL-TMG matement G defence of
basic rights) amd that @t will add
nothing to the effect of each Indi-
vidual organisstion's efforts in sup-
port of the Shrewsbury bullding wor-
kers'.

See p 3 for brest imformation on
developmignss in the Shrewsbury 24
defenos oum paiei.

wa hovo Wuschel 3 regotar Fightiog Fursd
to raee £330 & meparh, WETh anby juet oaer
3 vropk beft of the month we il nead sl
i £00. Mo urge overy redor ©0 oo
der sandirg us = darpdion now, OF Ak
meTter, wivy mot make it & regulsr banloer's
ardw? Cheguau PO dmbiar's grdore oo
e 1"1?4-']-:.':.-'_. 182 Pentoovdls Road, N.T.
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NUT: BUREAUCRACY IN RANK & FILE

Lost weekend saw another siep back wards for
the organistion of left teachers mn the NUT,
Rank & File, ot its Matiom] Commiites
meeting in Leicester,

The most imporiant immediste ssue facing
Rank & File is the defence of three of iis own
militants, Dring the struggks over the teachers’
London allowance, a mass meeting was held at
the Central Hall, Westmilnster. The attitude of
the NUT Executive provoloed opposition from
the floor, and thres teachers from Wandswaorth

are now facing victimisation by the Executive,

To defend thess teichers, it s necessary for
Rank & File to go on the offensive aginst
the bureawcracy, nol just in delence of mem-
bers” rights, but agrinst the Government-TUC
talks which ar: motivating the trade umion
bureaucracy's moves aguinst the rank and file
al the present Ume. On |4 June, a London
Rank & File mesting called for & full discusgon
af the case of (he Wandswaorth Three al the
NC meeting. But 3 mere 30 minutes was
devoled {o the issue,

This type of buresucratic mismanagement
could easily be dismisied &5 2 mere aberration,
motivated by a false beliel that the best way
fodefend Rank & File is to bury ona’s head in
the sand. But as the NC moved on to disciss
policy motions for the mext NUT Coaference,
this bureaucratlic approich became the norm

Omnly two motions had been circulated o the
membership, so the group which had submil-
ted them {Esst London) asked that no decisions
be taken until Rank & File members had had a
further opportunity o submit and discuss
motions. But although this was supported by a
merian from Lambeth, delegates were forced 1o
vate an |1 sdditional motions which were
presented to them at the NC. Then, without
any previous consultation with the member-
ship, the NC priorifised six of the motions!

Yel Rank & Fie is at present attempling 1o
reject the right of the NUT Executive to-present
motions o Conference withoul prior drculs-
tion to the membership!

Other events at the NC fell into the swme
mittern. For instance, the IMG comrades have
for some time been pressing Rank & File to
lake up the question aof Ireland in a serinos Wiy,
To call 8 special conference 75 signatures arc
needed under the newly adopied conatifubion,
Lambeth Rank & File had collected 75 signn-
tires af the Annual Conlerence and presented
them to the EC some-time ago. The EC
argied that ot the times there was no constitu-
tion, so the 75 signatures must be collected
again. However, the real reason for these
deloying tactics seems to be an anxiety, which
the 18 Chairperson expressed, that to take up
the izsue of Ireland within the union would be
detrimental to Rank & File. Rather than put
this cowardly position at & conference, she
chose {o employ adminstrative means to stop

the conference coming about.

FACADE

The line of the I8 leadership, as publicly
slaied in thels paper, is to build ‘democratic
rank and file union organisations.” Bul the
behaviour of 15 in Rank & File would tend to
sugpest that this is just a facade behind which
the 15 stifle political criticisn in an effort to
budld their own ofganisation. Significantly
enough, this latest NCaaw the IS drop {with-
out explapation) thelr previoos lime of support
for the participation of teachers with the
capitalist stute in running the schools. This One
has bean digcredited by the ariticisms of the
MG, the chief polifical opponent of the IS in
Rank & File, The IS are now advocating staff
amodations in the schools instead, This isa
hig step forward, But the exparience does not
wee m b0 have whetted the appetite of the 15
comrades for more debate and dembactacy Lo
Rank & File.

Members of Rank & File cannol ignore [hese
developments. In taking up the awcial fight
for the Wandsworth Three, a fight which puts
to the test the fighting capacity of Ronk &
File, the membars must aleo call the leaderahip
of Rank & File to order, For, as Rank & File
has previously arpued, and as Sodalof Worker
has argued, how @in an organization which
doesn"t allow full discussion snd participation
by the membershp effectively fight the ruling
clage?

COVENTRY 7 SENT FOR TRIAL

Geery Lavelese addressas waeering after the cour? appearance,

The Coventry sevwen, charped with congpiring Lo
LSS ardod, explofions and criminal damage,
made their tenth appearancs at the magisicatea
cort in Coventry fast Friday, 15 June, All
mven were cominitied for trial in Birmingham
atl an unspecified date.

Additional charges have also been made agains
indbividuals among the seven: Anthony Lynch
is charpged with posscssion of vadous ilems,
aisd Father Fell and Frunk Stagg with orpanis-
ing a wnit of the [RA lo Coventry. One of Lhe
seven, Palrick Burke, who was only arrested on

30-year hitch

The debate on ne new Employment and
Training Bill has farced the Government Lo dust
aff the Dhsabled Persons (Empkesyment] Acte of
1944 and 1958 and eeread 1he seciiong on the
Emplovers Quots Ohligtion System.

Britain bas one of the worsl unemploymenl
records for disabled people in Ewope. By bw,
3 per cent of the workforee should come from

amang the severely disablad wherewer 20 or more

people are emploved, These regulicions were
introduced a5 the Second Warld War neared its
end, so (hat Lhe Tull=sl use coukl be mode of
ihe dimbled servicemen snd factory workees on
che productlon lne, Bur the legiskition hos sinoe

30 May and hod been out on bail, has now
biogn remanded ln custody, The list of police
witnesses includes Specal Branch officers from
Glasgow and Birmingham, drmy expesis and
sulifizrs from relund and photographers.

A ldrge crowd demonstraled oulside the oourt.
and afier the men had beco taken awav Lo
Winstan Green Prison in Birmingham Lhere was
a march e the city centre whers 2 meeting was
held. The main speaker haie wai Gery

Lawiess, who stressed the political pature of the
trial and the nead o contnue and slepup the

Bocome wieless 9 000 Firmes with more than
20 workers failed to meet thedr statutory
abligatbong In this respect last year,

‘BACKHANDERS'

Al d pres cwnlerence on 22 May the Searetary
of Employment. Mauries Maomillan, intrcd weed
1 discusalon document sugeesling thal mayvhe
the guols sysiem was outdared. A change wus
needed, b spid: 'the Government mtendd to
make the dizsabled reslise that they ne=e:d nol
depend om chanty, buat ure valued for the
conlrbucion they o make a8 workers,” The
Tories are believed Lo be disturbed by Lhe
amaunl of Social Sscurity paid oal to the

cdizabled, and cne idea is to give "backhanders’ 1o

the emplovers of sevecely disthled people, Lhis
cutiing down Lhe henafits hill and making soms
surplus value oot of them as well

V| e
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defence work in order to defeat the British
government’s plans. The trial Is not expected
totoke place befors September, and in this
peticd the Defence Committee will be continy-
ing its activity o win the widest possible
support, particalarly from the har mowve-
L, Dor Uhe seven whan they linally come up
For breal,

For farther details contsct: Coventey Prisoners
Drefence Committes, ofa 2T Paynes Lane,
Hillfields, Coventry (0203—58900),

Bul the lollowing day Lhe Under-Seqarstary fog
Emplosment, br. Dudley Smith, told the House
ol Commons thal the whaole subject was 'I'rJughl
with complexicy' and e no immediate decision
amauld b taken, He opposad 8 Suggeshion [o
hring the new Man peraer Rervices Commission
il the act: “heciuse of the cloke and cordisl
relntionahip which it ia hoped will exist between
the somnmmissin and L8 agenaes and indusiny, (L
it desirable that it abould not heve the duty of
enborcing the gudla '|'.-'r|.|1.'ixi|.||:|:1_' Talks wilk Lhe
cmiplovers were being held and a consuktative
docameni would be pubhshed later this year,

Io nther words, the ralisg class has yel Lo work
ouf the cheapest way of providing for the
dlaabled, Meanwhdle, [2 poi ceat of the dis-
ahled workfores fage the demoralbising prospect
of being permanently our of work,

b V"’ 8 | |
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Desperate
medasures

Events In the United Htates are showing how
in a sitoation of seonomic crials eapitalists
are g5 fearful of & boom as they are of &
glump. Incressing signs thal the B-month obd
American boom I8 ending are grested I the
capitallat press with relisf.

This vear production it real teyms i8 vlalng
at @ rate of over B percent. But, with the
abandenment of price controls in late 1972,
inflation has leapt up at 10 percent a year
for retall prices, 18 approaching 20 pereent
for wholesalke {affected by devahuation
and & rash of profiteering), and, worst of
all, is nmining at ovwer 20 peresnt for farm
priced. Money wages meanwhile have cropl
np at only 6 percent. If this continued iE
would lead rapidly to s further, even bigges,
run on the dollay, and a sharp micrease m
labour militency to fight falllng real wages
Mizon's extreme political weakness resulling
from the Walergatle affalr makes snch pros
pects more frightening than ever,

But at the same time Watergate has robbed
Nixon of the congressional slirenglh required
to renew i comprehensive programme for
the eonirol of inflation. The result s the
fwo dopgap measures annoonced i Nixon's
speech last week: o G0-day price freess (ex-
cluding farm prices, but including retoil food
prices) and o call for powers Lo ban the
export of grains and soybeans.

Many [rms have already ralsed their prices

in expectation of the freeze; and in other
ways it will be hard to enforce and almaost
impossthle to prolong beyond the sflotted
two months. I will be amazing il Wolergate
has evaporated enough by then for Nimon fo
introduce sucoessiully the much more rigid
price and wage conirols (Fhase 4} which he
threatencd for August.

The potentinl ban on exporis of grains and
soybeans could be more significant. These
prodocts enter Into the production of hashe
fondstuffz — prains directly, and soybeans in-
directly ag one of the two major sdrees of
protein onimal feedstuffs (the othes s fish-
meal), The prices of these basic foods have
been pisbied up al & phenomenal rate in
the last year. oot only by the penersl
sources of world inflation, but also by cer-
lain specilic developmenls:  supply hes been
curtniled both throogh bad harvests and
through the virtual ending of the supply of
fishmeal from Peru, the world's larpost pro-
ducer, bamuse of the dizappesvance of the
anchovy shoals off the Peruvian eopst, Al
the same time workd demand for grains has
been raized by exceptional porchases [ the
warld matket by the USSR {10 million $ons)
end China (2.5 million tons), in response to
agricultura] difficulties, and by Indin and
ather countries in respomse fo fambne

The United States & one of the major sup-
pliers of both grains and soybeans, so o o
striction on exports, by reducing effective
demand for American producers, may do
something to control food prices in the
United States. But it will be at the cost of
ghving a sharp turn to the mflationoy serew
tlarwhore, especially in Eurcpe and Japan
Thiz protectiondst move, therefore, makes il
mare unlikely then ever that sny progress
can ba made at the orockal fortheoming nego-
thations bebween the U.S., Evvope ond Jepan
on dither taviff reductions or the world
monetary crisis, I plso incresses the like-
lihood that the. capitabist nations will react
to their menaing ceonemic problems moe
gnd more throogh protectionist and compet-
iclve measures, which will lead towards
warld slump.

There are those who say that this situstlon
will solve itacdf, sinee it eesults from a
series of unforfunstie pecidents,  OF course
neithey bad weather n the Amedican mid-
west and in the Hossian steppes, nor the

| sunspals which changed Lhe south Pacific

current wnid dispersed the anchowies, por
even Watergate, are the inevitable ouwleome
of the lews of mobtion of the caplislist mode
of produwetion. Buwt & iz a well-esiablished
rule i economics, as in medicind, that the
healiby survive accidents, while te sick

| bodles agen amall secidents are morial,

Mfichiael Price



Campaign against troops in Ireland

I gy man, soldier or chaligs, i conwneed

that hiz eourtry & wrong he should csaze fo

support it and fwke the conseguences .
BRIGADIER FRANK KITSON

ReadingDemo

After performing a mather obscure ritual dis-
play of military arrogance known as bealing
the retreat” in no less than seven Berkshire
towns, the Duke of Edinburgh's Royal Regi-
ment (Berkshire and Wiktshire) will be off 1o
do a Tour of duty’ in the north of Ireland
for 18 months.

On Saturday, 23 June, this two-week long
military fanfare culminates in Reading. This
is men by the regimentsl tophbrass as ‘pre-
serving' (shoring up?) the “closg ties® the
regiment |8 supposed to have with the local
population. In. Reading thoy are staging &
military concert in the town centre al mid-
duy, and ‘beating the retréat’ in the evening.

Less than two momhs ago they pul on a
gimilsr show o impress the local popuils-
tiom. At that time they "higl Tarewell” to
Berlin. Then it was o spectaculss pageant of
the high-whis of the regiment’s 230-year
history. It would seem that the increasing
disillusionment, among soldiers and civiliang
alike, with the British involwement in Ireland,
has forced the Duke of Edinburgh's top-brass
o ‘boost morale’ through such public rela-
tions gimmicks, simed 81 whipping up soms
momentary public enthusiasin for the Army,

in the Berlin pageant, mech was made of
the role played by the 4%th regiment (one
of the 4 original regiments from which the
county regiment i devived) in whal was
innocususly referred to as “the War in China
in 1840°, Inm fact it | better known as the
Firsl Opium War. 1t was {as every school-
boy kmows) staried by Britain {or the prest
and moble purpose of protecting the British
Empire's ‘right' to continge peddling this
dangerpus drug i China,

Bui the campaign of which the regiment is
most prowd {8 the second Afghan War, snd
the battle of Mpiwand in 1880, This cam-
paign, like the fiFst Alghan War, was starbed
by the British government o depose the
ruber of Afghankstan and replace him with &
pro-British puppet.

The battle of Maiwand itself was distin-
guished by being ofe of the lew cuss in
nineteenth century Asia of the British army
sulfering o decisive defeat in open bulile.
Contrary to popular myth the battle was
notl won by welght of numberz. |t openad
with a sel-piece artillory dwel ‘in which, to
their surprise, the British found themsslves
out-clitred by the Afghan gunners from

Kobul, who had besn wel troined pnd
handled their canon in exemplary Teshion®
{Amnold Fletcher: Afghanicen, Highway of
Conguest, 1965).

Then the irregular forces attached to the
Alghan army (not the main army, which
took almost no part in the battle) charged
the Britlsh lines. The 66th Regimenl (the
‘ancestor” involved in this particulsr cam-
paign) was pof exacily in the froni line, . |
No, they pul iwp lines of colonial soldiers
in Tront of them — the Jacobs Rifles and
the Bombay Grenmadiers. These were forced
back onto the &6th's lings, and then the
Afghan wregulars ook advantage of the
confusion o press home their attack. The
66th was all bul wiped outl, but, fike Dun-
kirk, this crushing defeat hss been turned
inig & great propagands saga ol an heroic
last-stand.

The resl significance of Maiwand at the time
wis to smash the myih of while supremacy
in the feld af open battle and show that
what feally counfed wis 3 combimation o
coursge and technigue. After Majwand,
things were never guitg the sme for the
British in Afghanistan.

The whole glonious regmmental hstory
pmounts in fact to nothisg more than a
geries of sordid tales of armed force being

Stafur in Resding comvremorriing M loss off an
enrire regemens gf the hartle of Mohwand. _J

used to subjugite militarily less well equip-
ped peoples to the yoke of British capétal,
B0, us the Roval Regiment departs to [re-
land — to teke up ils cetomary’ rode of
irying t0 impose British rule and policy upon

another people il anly remains for os to
wish them many happy returns of Maiwand!
Reading Anti-Internment League has, to-
gether with wrious secialist organisations,
organised a picket against the military
concer! in Reading on Jume Ied. The
picket will concentrate on puiting oul &
joint leaflet calling for the withdrawal of
British troops, and self -determination for
Treland. The assembly point for this picket
is Forbury Gardens (where you will find the
Lion pictured above), nesr Reading Stafion,
at 1130 a.m. Paul Hurtis

SUPPORT GROWS FOR
SHREWSBURY 24

Well over a hundred trade unloniste atiended
n meeting in London last Thursday, 14 June,
callad by the Joint Sites Committee to launch
n committes in defence of pickeling

The meeting hod been prepared by severl doys’
intensive leallariing, and site meetings ad dreased
by Dave Jockson of the Shrewsbury 14 Defence
Commities, Jackaon also spoke on Thureday
night, along with Jim Kemp of the Joint Sites
Commiltee, IL was emphasised that the first
task of the pew committes in defence of
picketing would be o mobiliss in support of
the Shrewsbury 34 — pardcolarly on 26 June,
when seven of them will appear at Mold

Crown Cowrt, Fiftv-one pounds Tor the
Shrewshury Workers' Defence Fund was col-
lecoed at the meeting. and i wes agraesd (o
cireulate all trade union bodies in London
inviting them (o alfiliate o e com mitree
{cost of affiliation s £5, which should be geni
o Jm Kemg, 51 The Avenue, London, 5.%.6)

SERIES OF ACTIVITIES

The London mesting wos only one of a whole
series of nehvities thraughout the country
organised around the latest oppearance of the
Shresashury 24 bn cowrt last Friday, 15 Juna.

when Lhey were committed for trial in Shrews-
bury on o date ver to be specified, Three
hundred poople, mainky trade wnion delemiles
from all the major centras, Jamanstrated out-
gide the court a5 the men were ¢old that the
progecution intended to proaluce 230 witnesses
and that the trial could last for as long as live
months.

Bul the mnamn éfforts ware pot concentrated in
Shrawsbury on this nocision; the Befence
Commiliee bad decided to sall for a roken
pi_ckct'mjl_}' in Shrewshuary, and to conoentiaie
an g local ‘day of explanabon and agitation’
almed ar broadening the hise of support for
the campaign. In most places chis meant
ayatamatic activity of a fairly low-level but
veTy nepesury kind Ieaf'.:t:m,g, apen alr
meetings, etc. But ln some places, where sleps
in winnimg broad trede union support are
already more ndvanced, i was podsible vo taks
more ambilious aciiod,

I South Shizlds, for instance, over 20 mem-
hers af the local Trade Lodon Council took
part in 2 picket of the local police siation.
Thoze tking part included members of the
TEGWU, GMWLL, ATTE, TE5A, AUEW, ETU,
TASS and cther unions. The signilicance af the

South-Shields

anti-recrutment

d .
With land such a scarce commadity , the British
Armved Eorces hove been finding it increasing-.
ly difficuli to find enough field corners in
which to bury its ‘heroes’, failures, and other
unforfunate members. Instead it's had to re-
sort to shipping them home ta the family for
burtal in the local cemetry, Not snpeisingly.
most of the funerals have been toking place in
and around the council estates and ather
wirking class districts of Britain.

Most of the *defenders of the realm® orlginated
and lived the early part of their youth in such
dowdy quarters. On leaving schoaol, they were
fuced with only two altermatives: the dala
{penniloas and bored) or the armed forces
(where, they are told, spprenticeships are fwo
a penny and a life of happiness, fulfillment and
advenrure awaits them), Large numbers opted
for the sscond of the two,

TRADES COUNCIL ACTS

Soulh Shislds Trades Union Council hos
recently mounted a campaign against recruit-
ment Lo the armed forces. Because of the high
levels of unemploy menl the srea has beoome a
happy hunting ground for the armed foroes’
intensgive recruilmant campaigng. For mony
lads the social pressure to get jobs deives them
to what they see a5 the only alternative ko the
dode,

| The Trades Coundl s organising é-i-:l:cn'ngni

lircal recruitment offices by frade unionists and
it is-also @lling for the banning of recruitment
cimpaigns in the towns and schools of the
Morth East. If the puthorites refise o stop
recruilmenl in schools, the Trades Counsl

will attempt to enforce the decision thamselves.
They hove rejecled the idea of debating with
army officers b the schools: as far as they are
concerned this would merely give an aura of
respeciability o the anti-working class ideas
and inatitutions they want to.combil,

The Trades Councl is very concernad with the
Army's role in the north of [reland. They
welcomed the recent national initialive of the
Anb-Internment League In calling a conference
ot the British Army and the Brilish Labour
Movement, becaose they are aware that Derry
and Belfast are the testing pround for the

wenpons [hat the ruling class may turn aguanst
the workers in this counity tomarroew.

WHAT DIRECTION?

Malcolm Campbell, Presdeént of the South
Shields Trades Umon Coundl, summed up the
Council's feelings when he said:

" Young people from this area are being wsed as
canton fedder for the armed forcea. For years
the Morth East and other arsas of high unem-
phoy ment have provided the bulk of mak and
file recruitment. Young working cluss lads are
being axploited before they really know what
it's ali about, They are being used in situations
like Marthern Ireland o suppress mambers of
their own working class

*The adverisemenis for the forcea show a lif2
of beer, birds, and hings, They never Tenrion
that you will be ordered to Kill — and rsk being
killed, We will point this oue to this year's
sehool leavers., We will paint oul that the
weapons and factics they will be ordered to use
and develop could be used against their own
family and friends, workers and trade unionists
in this cosniry, The Army Chiefs — Brigadier
Michael Calvert and Bripodier Frank Kitson

afe already presching n policy of training of the
armed Foros to be wed apainst smikers, sku-
dents and other “'trouble makers." The Tory
Party pamphler Im Defenee of Peoce mys that
“The techniques of politlcal 2rrosism must
now be anin u?;ral part of avery front line
snldiers mreer,

"We will aik _puun,g potential recrudis the
guettion — “when your offfcers apder you o
Jire o vour own people — in what direction
will you point yowr Fifle? ™!

CAMPAIGN

The campaign 15 aimed al school leiveia,
unemploved voulh, dod srudents. Participation
has heen nvited from all rede union:sts, Bboor
movemeni bodies, and ather interested parties.
Approaches are being made to other Trades
Coundgls, and vo Youtls Tredes Counals,
Student Unions will be urgad to put & ban on
all visits of Oilicer Training Corps representi-
pives o thelr colleges.

How the campaign will developis nor yet clear,
but it has almeady prodoced ong noteworthy
cominent. Om finding outl shout the decision of
the Trades Coundl, Seoth Shiclds Labowur Parly
pomplly dissmociated isell from such tngeem-
Iy activity. A spokesmun for the Lakouwr Party
gaid that he wouldn't e to see untair premsure
being put on lads aof to join the army!

By JACK GRASSBY and

MICK GOSLING

[South Shislds TUC Anti-Recruitrment
Commitbes)

b

| Dave Fackaon ar the meering called by the Loscdon Joint Sires Comminres,

picket was highlighted wilh the appearance of
a pollce photographer in plain dothes, P, Jim
Maughin, who clicked away happily tor halt
an lour before paing back mio the station.
Senior polics afficers refused to see o delega-
tion from the Trade Uniaa Councll to discuss
the matter: as Duarham police chief Arthoe
Puskering commuented (o the local paper: “the
police probably wanted o recosd of these who
foak purt io Lhe demonstration.’ The poinl of
the picker could hardly have hean mare fordbly
mazde,

FURTHER PLANS

Apart from Lhe mas mobilisation nexl Tusday,
frirther plans are being made by toeal activists

to roise the issue in Lhe labow movemenot. In
Colchester, for instance, where [hers.is oo real
tradition of mitilancy, an Action Commirtes
alrendy e xiste which inclodes shop slewards
from some of the main factories in'the ares —
Whoixls, Colchester Lathes, and Mg Banda, And
in Yorkshire the Sheffield & Rotherham Com-
miltes for the Defence of the Shrewshury 24 g
ofpaRising o conference on repression with
major teade union speaxers for 14 July in che
Sheffield Clty Hall. Thes i3 alrendy winning con-
siderable supperl from e loval lbour move-
meni anil ahows what can be achiaved by
taking initintives inde pendently of the trads
undca bureancacy.

MARTIN METEYARD

Fed Woekly 22 June 1973 Fage 3



in nccnsional quiet imterlodes between the
heated sessioms of Party polemic across the
foor of the House of Commons, the members
of the presnt opposition — “left’ and *right”
alike — can often be canght in poses of virtuoms
contentment .

It ks on such occasions that they indulge them-
gelves in pleasant daydreams of the great com-
mon purpose that unites them all — Sociatism.
The dream of Socialism has, gnce the founda-
tion of the Party, been the cement which binds
it together,

Unfortunately, each fime 8 Labour Groverme.
ment has mounted the steps of power, the
dregm has turned bnto a nightmare, and the
Party has started to come apart al the ssame.

But never let il be said that the Labour Party
has leadiers who sre weak of heart: once more
theay have their pasie-patd io the ready and are
basy puiting the Party back into shape for the
great slectornl battles alead.

The latest version of the perennial dream B
Labowr'y Programme for Rritgin, published as o
supplement 1o Labour Weekly two weeks ago
Let us listen to the dream-spinners. “We aim to
bring about & socsty based oo co-operaiion
instead of competition; where prodoction is for
people’s nesds, not for privale profit; whers
community care is gwailable for all; where the
personal relationships are based on squality,
aftd International relationships on mulual res-
peci. Our hasic Socialist principles are today
mare relevant than ever.”

Very admirable, But when buying & product
a5 well-used as the Labour Party's Socalism, it
is begt po read the fine print of the contract
very closely.

Social Policy

The traditional backbone of Labour Party
policy has always been social policy. Fartly
this Mows from the sodal-democratic crlticisme
of the capitalist system, which s=e the problem
with that system not in terms of the rule of cos
class over another, but a3 a series of undesitable
injustices. The building blocks of socialsm, in
this view , are not those steps which challenge
the power of the ruling class, but those meas-
ures which give direct retlef to the sulfering
produced by the system.

‘This view of capitalism 5 of considerable use

o soclal-democracy, because il allows them to
go to the masses at election time with an ap-
pealing programime that seems to offer some

irmmediate, practical wssistance. For this reason,

social policy is one of the few arens in which
{he Labowr Party has been enger 1o rocall iis
record,

Morsover, it i quite clear that the decuy of
capitaliet society is producing huge social
probiems: housing shortages, inadeguate
medical services, growth of slums, continging
poverty eic. All this ghowld offer the Labowr
Party preat opportunities Lo make electoral hay.

THE SCEPTICAL

Undouobtedly the social policy planks will fep-
ture prominenily in the Manifearo which La-
bour will produce for the next elechion, Bud
the programme has to deal with an audience of
trudke unicn militants and party supporters who
will justifinbly be maore sceptical. They may
well be aware thot the free health serviee” was
ihe nchievement of a Laboursgevernment. But
they are cqunlly likely to recall, Tor example,
that it was also a Labour povernment that began
the dismaniling of this social-demoeranc
Frankenstein when it began o consume an in-
creaslng volume of stare Tevenue.

It will not be 5o easy to convince these peopla
that the Labour Party ls once again the party of
social reform”, They will do a little Smple
arithmetic and sze that the proposals Tor higher
pensions, better aid ta the disabled, nursery
education, and new council howsses alons will
oost 2o additional L2000 milbon & vear. Thew
will wonder abaot the reasult af adding i public
transport subsidbes, reduced health service
charges, subsidised counci rents, betler reni
rebares and improvement grants, and more
granis oo Lo authority expenditurs. Grow-
ing scepticism will make them ahamdon (s
axercige before ¢ aleolating the cost of such
items as the purchase of buildiag land and po-
vate ranted dwellings:

The present programme cannat slati with
gueastions of eocial policy. [t must fimst by to
prove that o foture Labour goveroment could
i face find the cash to camry ool sech projacts.
For this reason it bas been necessary fo assign
pride af place 1o ecomamic policica, becavas all
ather plane will stund or fall on the ability fo
succesd in this sphere.
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LABOURS

Economic
Policy

It @ widely scoepied that the British economy
{8 inom very deep crisia. This is o fact of which
the gnthors of the Labour Programme are well
aware:

, the Britigh econoimny 18 20 riven with decp
struciural faults that it i5 becoming increasangly
difficult to manags it at all — especially to com-
bine full emplovment and a reasopebl: rate of
growih, with either a healthy balance of pay-
ments or acceptable levels of inflation.”

Faced with such an immense problem, modesty
is clearly the order of the day, Time and again
we read such phrases as=  "We do not clzim that
the measures we propose could solve aagily the
eoomomic problem: which have baffled gpovern-
ments of both porfies for many vears. We
claim only that they will provide the necessary
biasiz for removing the obstacles to sustained
epo-nomic growih: they will not themsalves
remove these obstacks’

It's the old case of trying to kead & horse o
wuter, bul having a nagging doubt that he won't
be thirsty even i you get him there, Or, a5 our
modest pokiticians put it:
"We do not claim that we will bring about a
sudden acceleration in the rate of sconomic
growih, We claim only that our policies, taken
a8 @ whole, should enable the next Labour
government to allow the economy to expand in
ling with the growth of productive potestial —
thus maintaining & general level of full em-
ployment.

INVESTMENT

The problem, however, isjust this ‘rate of
growth of productive potential’. Mutting the
unemployed to work may provide an initial
spurt of sconomic prowth, bat it cannot main-
tain the type of contimous ex pangion NessEsaTy
to finonce all of Labour's plans, That will
Tequire growimg productivity of those at work.
This; in turn, can be obtained b two waye: by
swealing the exigting work force more intensely,
of theough new capital investment, If we give
Labour the-ben=lit of the doubt, and assume
they are not planning on introducing a form of
Socialism based on alave-labour, then they must

be counting on & big wave of new investment.

[his & clearly their strategy, As they comment
in regard to taxation policy: 'Labour will go
back to o system which favours the retention of
company profits for reimvestment in plant and
machinary, and not their distribution into the
pockets of shareholders.”

Bul this his its problems, as they also acknow-
ledge elsewhere: “In the financing of invest.
ment from phlooghed-back profits, it & the con-
pumer who pays for this imestment through
higher pricks , . . The problem, of couree, ia
that thig investment provides the very sinewa of
the mation's industial strongth. And untid we
can deviee some alternative source of finance
for irvestment, we cannot afford to choke it
off.”

FAR REACHING MEASURES

In order to tackle this crucial problem of
cconomic growih a series of far reaching

meéasures are proposed to lay the basis for
economic planning,

These include o new Industry Act, which
wonld give the government extensive powers
to obtals information from companies, issue
directives on major policy questions, awd
scuire partial or total owoership of particubir
businesses,

Ao proposed is s Planning Agreement
System, which wonld require the jargest
manufsciuring companiss to furnish regular

information to governmen! planning sutharities,

&nd to agree to tailor their policies to meel
specific aims laid down by these authorities.
[n exchange thess compandes would be eligible
fo receive investmnent grants from the govern-
medk, although mnjor grants would involve
state acqueisition of a stake in the company.

Finally, various moves are proposed to extend
public ownership, both by the ostionalisation
of ‘gertain industrial sectors which are heavily
dependent on government financial ail

[ shiphuilding, docks, and aireraft), and by the
establishment of v Mational Enterprise Board
which will embark on & programme of buying
up controlling interests in a number of the
mujor manufacturing companies,

The whole aim of this new apparatus is to grn
the government sufficient power o daclslvely
affect decision making by private capital. The
Matioml Enterprise Board, for example, is
seen ag being in a position to frighten ita

CAPITALIST
PRESS
COMMENTS

When the new Frogramme appeared, its 70,000
wards recelred relatively little editarial
comment in the bourgeals prees. A chart edit-
arial in the Deily Telegaph concentrated on
conjuring up the traditianal oold war fantasies
for Tory ehareholders. The document was
"Totalitarian in charactes and purpose’, and
woiild mean the ‘end of sconomic freedam in
Britain'. The Daily Expeess appealing to the
fears of itz shopkeeper audience, rdiculed the
idaa that statutory contral of prices could go
hand in hand with free eollective bargaining
{although Labour is in fact committed to an
incomes pobicy). In the idiom of their reader-
thip, these catagtrophic sconomic policies
were described as an attempt by Wilscn 1o
“bribe the voters'. Naither paper felt the need
of a detailed analyss

The Timas took the affair more sericusly. It
rain concarn was with the future of the two-
party system and the quality of paolitical states
mmanehip. The Times feek that Labouor is weing
oo much bad languaga thess days. Talk about
‘rude market foroes” and ‘glimpses under the

stone of Lonthe' does not coeate the climate
for Labour Governments to establish good rela-
tang with ipdwoy, OF oourss, 'the Consearva-
tive Party in oppostition tends to become
e hostile towards the unions [yet) learns
when in power that the country cannat be
governed without the trade uniond. The
Labour Party in cppostion maturally tends to
hecome more aritical of the mapagement of
private industry'. But this time Labour has
comomitbed an excess. As to ils actual policies,
The Tipes feels that there iz nothing much
worth commenting upon, except to @y that
nationalisation of a number of ssotors will not
provide any solution to the prablem of the
Britich capitalist eccnomy as a whals.

Papors concarned with foemulating steategy for
the bourgecizie can seldom afford thetorle, So
the Finznclal Times was extramely factual: ‘the
Mational Entecprise Board puts in an appear-
ange of congse, and some 25 of our largest
manufacturers (oames unspecified) are threat-
ened with aoquisition by it, but the only hard
commitment s the old ong, to nationalize the
docks, Akeraft, chipbuilding, pharmaceuticals
are menticned too, but only as the object of
futiwe study,' The Industry Aot might ba a
useful tool, but it differs little fram Tary plans,
"Thera seems ta be little t6 choose betwean the
current Labowr and Consarvative approach to
ind ustry.' "I']:lva_E-::pnc'n‘.I.l':r, significantly, has so
far ignored the doocoment altogethar.

conmpetitors into ling (hrough super efflclency
ondd whirlwind sirength.

Contra-
dictions

The most giriking Ceatore of this set of policies
iz that they wim to carey out eodnpletely contr-
adictory aima. We bave the ahsurd idea that the
vast sums required for Labowur's aoclal plans
must be obrainsd through economic growlh,
which can only be developed througlh .. vasf
sums of state expenditure!

Simalarly, the Narional Enterprise Board is
dgaguaﬂ. to stimnlate imvestmenl tlunug.h the
companies it controle, but it & to b gat off the
ground through a big pulblic loan issue — which
will, of pourse, have the effect of drying wp un-
gommitted capiral available for investment,
thua driving inlerest rales vpwards, In fact,

this Mational Enterprise Boord is o be o most
wonderful animal. 11 is (o nanage companies
thal can expand rapidly through profics, toke n
“sxcially respoosible” attitude towasds their
employvees, set up shop in the lees sfficient
‘development areas'. and al the mame time
strike berror into the heart of every old fashion-
ed capitalist business by threstening to unde-
sell them in the marker.

The balanes of payments and exchangs dif-
licwlties of the Britlsh economy are treated m
the same way: 'Labour has never regarded
devaluation or floating of the pound Az cure
for oll ills. Any drop in the international ax-
change rate of our currency mevitably couses
the cosis of vital bnports of food, fuel and raw
materizls toorise ., | . Bul we must be ready fo
act on the exchange rate in either direction
when the oceasion demands, In particular our
axports must not be pllowed to become uwn-
competitive apainst those of our leading
competitors . '

Bul the two aima of keeping the prices of im-
ports andl exports down Teduire o0 ESEE Hoe-
menid in the exchange rate. Labour appsars io
be pledging il (o move the pound s both
directions st once!

Lzbour's econnmic plins only make sense i
we amsume Lhat they can work 3 inlracle on thi
British cconomy that will ouido Christs lictie
exercise wilh the fishes and toaves. If wie doaobt
the diving powers of Wilson and Co_, then we
must <ull inlo gueesbion the whole economic
acleme of the Labour Fropgremme - and with it
all of the othar fine pledpes, The Labour Paciy
sipiply cannot Fzee up the fact that the British
capitalist system 3 in a erigis ton decp o b
salved by the type o' mild reforms in which
smecial-democracy spocialises.

The econemic problems we face are o resukt of
Uhe low rate of profit on investmenl b Lhe
Brirish sconemy. Thid produces 2 elituation in
which busj{nesies are very reluctant to embark
of new investment proerammes, and e owhich
the actual volume of cush avallable for new in-
wvestment 5 vary dow anyway.

This gituation has g ruthless samplicity — the
pmh lems ol the British economy can -::-|:||3.' he
cepolved , within & capitalist framewark, by
increasing the rate of profit. This requirss a
massive rediatriberion of the national income
from the working class b bhe capitalist clags,
['lids may be cerried out through the direct
pekion of the hased, who will increase the
c:{*i}]u:uil:atjun ol the workforee by keeping wage
increages lower than price and productivity
inereases combined, And it ean be caeried out
with the help of the state: by such measures us
imvestinent incentives (o business finenced out
of taxes on the working class,

Crisis of

Labour

Loboyrs proposale simply do not face ap o
thia face. Ooly an mproved climate of profit-
naking will encoursge prisate busine s to
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DREAM

invest. It s absusd to think that the govern
ment can arder capitilisie to invest if they
don't want to, Mor will the threal of “competi-
tion’ from public companies be of much wee;
they will have to operate in the same condi-
tions as privaie bosinese, and, being burdened
with extra responsbilities by government
policy, will be awen less competitive than
private firms.

It remains the case that there s an =haolute
shortage of N'ends within the British capitaliss
syatem to finance new investmenl and growih,
And all the Tuss and bother in tee world by a
Labour Government will not be ahle {0 over-
come this fact. It will serve no useful purpose
io red mmbuie income witkin the capitalis
clags. il 18 & redisinibution between classes that
ihe capitalist system demands,

ATTACK ON WORKERS

A Lsbour Government electad on (his pro=
grammi would not be able to get very far with
it. Bul what course would it then adopt! The
anEwer can be gleaned [rom some very rf\'raJ_i,ng
passages in the section of the Propramme con-
cerning price controis:

‘Our price controls will also be used to curb
those profits which we consider to be excessive
The anly acceptable role for profite at the
present 5 that they provide & large part of the
flnance needed for investment; thus in real
terins the role of profits s to casure that the
malion saves enough from its cument outpul fo
provide tho resources neadad (or capital
imvestmend price increases may have to be
allowed in order to provide for mvestment ;'

In other words, when the contraditions in
Labour’s programme prodoce a conflict bet-
ween protecting the interests of the working
class and profecting profits, they will opt for
the latier. Indeed, onoe it &8 accepied that
profit is the way to ‘provide the resowrees
necessary for capital mmvestment” there is no
ather alternative. Thas all the high-flown
promises of new social benefits for the working
class lead inexorsbly, through the logic of the
capitalist system, to the necessity for launching
big attacks on the working class.

"INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY"

The programme tries to wash down all these
bitter pils with talk about industriz] demo-
cracy . Il B orgued that since the working clasa
will hawe to pay the price for higher profits and
:{“In'.-jgnl':!td cagntal accumulation, they showld
also be given some stzke and infloencs in the
companies invalved,

Such schemes only serve to whitewash the
realities of capilalist society | in themselves they
do nothing to alter the fundamental operation

-af that cipitalist economic system. One

particulerly cleas-sighied bourgsois commenta-
tor, Meter Wiisher, financial columnkst of the
Sunday Times, has undersiood this:

You waork for a company like Rolls Rovee,
say, and it gets into really big fimancial trouble
+ - - |Bome direciors] are sid to be ‘represnting
the workers', which you neturally interpret as
you and vour colleagues, Bul where do thelr
responsibilitics really Le? Are they supposed 1o
he protecting you and your job?  Or preserving
the company and with i the value af the [state
capilal sharing | fund’s sharsholding, which
may mean magslve redundancies, assel sales and
wi Torth?

All these moves woald simply serve to hind the
working class movement to the caphialist
system and weaken the ability of ihe class (o
fight back aguingl Governmenided attempts to
protect profits by sepping up the exploitation
af the workineg clas.

ILLUSIONS & AFTERWARDS

While there 8 pothing by the new Labour
Programme thal can represent Uhe real imnterasis
af the working closs, it woald be a mistake fo
dismiss this propramme a3 irrelevant. [t doces
take up many of the major problems that are
(el throughout the working class movement
and offers solutions that appear superfically to
be quite radical. It s certainly the most efi’
programme adopied by the Labour Parly since
the war

We should have no llusons sbout the neture
of the Programme , bul we should also recognise
that if it were actuslly used 85 the basis for
Labour's electoral pronoocements it could
succeed in mobilising the mass of the working
class in the expeciation that really anti-capita-
list measures were being planmed.

Our task is pot to &t on the slde-lines and
multer dire predictions, in the belief that the
masses Wik spontaneansly rally o our side
when we are proved correct. Mor is If to sow
illusions in the Labour Party and its leadership,
in the axpectation that this will make the
shoek of thelr inevitable ‘betmyal’ all the
greaber, and thus drive the masses more
decibvely to the lft, The direction taken by
the mas of the workiog cliss after a further
Labour government “exposes itsslf” will depend
upon the ahility of the masses to see a way
forward independanily of the Labour Farty and
trude union bureaucescles; it will depend upon

LEFT
REACTION

Tribune, in the eys of the storm as it ware,
was the most cautiows of the groups and public
ations on the left. Itseditorial spent soms

time explaining to the Labour right how the
propoml to naticnalise the 25 would not alien-
ate the Labour voter, and would not feopardize
Laboe’s chanos at the next election. OF
oolnse, the constifutional arrangements within
the Labour Party must remain floid — in

other words Tribune won't challengs the leader-
ship's veto at Conference to the point of a split,
The front page of Tribune even carried an
article by Michael Foot, a Tribunite who voted
on the NEC against the proposl to specify the
number as 25, who warns against making the
row ioto 4 'constitutional issue’ within the
Party.

The Communiat Party acoepted the bazic frame-
work of the Programme. Thera were it explain.
ed in the Morning Star, some 'worrying indica-
tlons' that the Labour Party is “hankering after
a voluntary incomes policy’. The naticnalis-
tion proposls were a bit fuzy®, But the main
epemy was the right wing who would find many
‘loopholes’ in the document, The task mow is
to make the proposals more precise, and to
extert prewure on Labour to carry out all the
proposals. Thers i3 no explanation as to how
this could be domf. Mor was there any com-
ment on what would happen if Labour nation-
alised something ageins the wishes of the
ruling clams, or an explapation of what precise
farms a 'working clase mahilisation' would heve
to taka, A serious omission in the Star’s cova-
age was any eritlciam of Labour's foreign
polioy (Ireland?), with the prominent excep-
tion of some metaphysics sbout how 2 came

e aqEinst entry nto the EEC being conduct-
ed by Communists was not the same ae the one
being conductad by Enoch Powsll,

Tha CF believes of coors in the possibility of
achieving soclalsm through Parliament,
Woriers Press, organ of the Central Committes
of the SLL, comrectly criticized the CF for fts
parliamentary oretinigen. But ite own dogan ix
"Labour to Fower oo a Socialist Programms’.
The explination for this slogan is the SLL s
theory that the working class must fight to
oommit the Labour Party to nationalising all
the monopoties. How this is to be done re-
mains unexphined. When Labour refuses to do
thiz it will be ‘exposed’. ‘In this way the work-
ing dlass could be broken from the grip of
reformist beadership’ {11 June).

This ignores the faot that few worker militants
believe today that the Labour Party will intro-
dece 4 *socialist programme’. On the gounds
that the workers have laarnt nothing from the
lagt gix Labour Governments, the SLL is con-
venently absolved from putting forward
slogans which would crientate the vanguard
of the working class towards the creation af
organe of working clags power, We are not
arguing e against placing demands on the
Labowr keaders but a 'socialist programme’’
imvohves, a5 the Comintern argusd, at the very
least the dizarming of the bourgecisie and the
abalition of Parliament.

Finally, Socalist Warker, paper of the Intes-
national Socialists, argues for the smashing of
the mapitakist state, But thicis not made at all
concrete, #nd it fails to link the question of
smashing the state te*what the workers are
doing today. Thus it faik to mention such
vitally necessary measures as workers conteol
and the working cut of # plan of production by
the workers ceganisations. It is only by taking
up such gquestions that any meaningful alterna-
tive perspective for working class power can be
oongtruated,

their ability 1o develop organiations of thelr
own to carry Phe class struggle forward.

FtE"IJ'ﬁLUTI_ﬁI"I_.EH Y TASKS

Crur job must be to play an actlve part in the
giruggles of the mass of the working class,
whether they are sgainat the Tory government
today, for the returs of o Labour government
tomarrow, or to wring conceaslons from the
Labour Government the day afier, in ofder to
argoe for and develop thess independent
uctivities apd crganisations. Asg the battle
between the cdasses impeks the struggle forward
we will, in this way, b2 ahle to wrest the leader-
ghip of the mames from the kands of the social-
demaocratic raitors and muddlers,

It b necessary o put an eod to & state of
affirs in which materinl resources are only

turnsd to the needs of the paople if capital can
be seduced to sst them into motion. But this
can only be dome if the workers selze the means
of production, respective of property righta,
and set them nto motion on the basis of o plan
waorked out by the workers® organdsations.

Ingtead of ‘largets” worked out by “teams of
leading {bourgenie) ecomomlists’, the workers
themsalves will make clear in the course of a
new economic and polirical practice what their
neede and demands actually are, 11 Parliament
isun obstacle to kegislation in the interests of
the working clasa (and the civil ssovice, with its
liniks to capital, is on even bigger obetack to
ity implementetion) then Parliament should
simply be abobehed, and the workers” organizs-
tions shouwld make all ihe nacemsary legislation.
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THE JAPANESE

CONNECTION

Japanese Imperialism Today, by Jon
Halliday and Gavan McCormack
(Penguin, 50p)/ Turig .-‘1!_! -

Given the fact that fapan today constitutes

the second largest capitalist coonomy in the
world, it is somewlat regrettable that this
development has not been analysed in any
detnil by Marxists in both Ewope snd America.

I was Nixon's declartion of economic war
sguinst Japan in August 1972 which brought
this deficiency home to the left with a wen-
gEance, All of & sudden secializis are beginnlng
to grasp the imporiance of the Japaness link in
the imperialist chain

Ja ponete [mperialirm Today s the (sl serious
stiempi to come to grips with the problems
reised by the new rise of Japanese imperialisin.
Aa such il represents an imporiant gain for the
revolutionary left as 8 whole. The two authors
substaniiale virtually every sssertion with
impeccihle documentary evidence. We are pro-
vided with an invaluable sccount of how US
imperialisem &xplodted S podl-wir dominance
io pensirais the Japanese economy, and the
cxisting inter-relationships between Japaness
snd US caputal are carefully stwdisd and ex-
plaimed, US firms sccount for 635% of the
foreign capital imvesied in Japan amd in certain
fields their controd is total: IBM contrals 705
of Japan's computer markel via Iocal subs-
diaries and o smilar eltoation exists in relation
1o the gil markel. Neveriheless in 8 number

of sactors US control haes been declining ag

ment, have Em!.‘i;“}' heen med 48 3 smoke-
screen both in Japan and the United States
by the respective ruling classes of tha [wo
COUNETizE.

Thus the offical designation of (he Japanass
army even today i 'Self Defenes Force!”
From lorces numbering 75,000 in 1950 this
“S8elf Defence Force' had prown to 230,00 in
1971 and by 19735 Jopan (2f it is st pon-
nuclear} will have the strongest non-nuclesr
sirtking force in the word. Ever since tha
Korean war @ sector of Jopanese industry hos
been devoted Lo armaments. The Yi=inam war
has acted & another boost. The ceault is that
Japan is today "selfsuflicienl’ as far a8 war
materials ame concerned,

The growth of the armed forces and the pro-
duction of armaments 15 clearly nol designed
for ‘reasons of peeeige.' In the coming period
Japanes: imperialism is going to play & more
vigoros role in defending its investments in
neighbouring countries. An open and public
re-tnvolvemenl by Japanese tmperidlism in
giding the counter-revolutionary strategy of
waorld imperdalism by the wie of military force
is therefore on the order of the day. The
cvidence produced by Halliday and Mol orma cie
in fhis regard iz abeolutely dewastating

O course il would be tncormect Lo over-
emphasizs this development. There exists in
Japan a strong anti-militarist and anti-imperis-
&1 tradition which has shown ils sirenglh on
many an occasion snce the $econd World
War, The destruction of Hiroshima and
Mawisaki has nol been forgolien by the

lapanest capnialnm has, tnce the mid-60%,
matituted & number of effective restrictions to
peevenl ganl LS corporahions Trom osning
more than 35% of capital in Japan.

MILITARISM

It % im the context of the rapid development

of Japaness capilsl and the emergence of Japan’

ai u serious challenger to US investments in
Asa Uhal we have [o appraise Uhe parilie] rose
of Japanese militarism, Chapter 3 &, in this
regard, the most useful chapter in the entlre
book. Halbday and MeCaormack describe in
getmll how LIS imperialism has kepd The Japa-
ness army in existence ever since the war
ended { Japanese troops who had eecupiad
Karea during Lhe s were used again by the
Uimited States during the 1950-33 Korean
war! ), The * pacifist’ clawses by the fapamese
Constilution, prepared by the State Depart-

Japanese working class. Given this tradition
whiich has strong roots in the masses and given
an increasingly combative working class and
peasaniry, lhe Japaness ruling clas will be
confrented with many hurdles internally.

WEAKNESSES

Unfortonalely Jomeese fmperialivm Togday
only deals with the domestic cliss siruggle in
pudsing. There is no serous study of the
developments inside the Ispaness workers'
movement coinciding with the resurgenocs of
fapancae capital, Mos is thers & chapter on the
Inpanese Communist Party, the Jupanese
Socabizt Party or the revolutionary left which
has developed over (he Inst decade. This is a
sarious absencs in the book, pracizely hecauss
it conld lead to an over-eefimarion of the
objeclive strenglh of Japaness imperisbism and
its potental for military adventures.

A second defect is the confusion the book dis-
playa in relation 1o the Sino-Japanese approche-
ment amd Tanaka's visit 1o Peking. Al this is
maiwaly taken (in acoordance with the handouts
distributed by Peking) ns a victory for
‘China’s revelutionary diplomacy.' Even the
masl generoas of oritics would be foreed Lo
regard this as 8 somewhat myopic view of the
Chinese turn, The latter has to be deen totally,
boih from the strategic interesis of imperia-
lism and the interests of the bursaucracy in
power in Feklng (sursbhr-the aliminacion of Lin
Piao and the re-emergence of Teng Hsino Fing
should worry ewn ardent Macdste).

Mixon's vigil to Peking may or may not have
‘stimulated unease in Tokyo.” It eertaioly
stimulated more than mere unease in Hanpd? it
also stimulated Wixon's election vicbory in
1972 and Lhe larter stimulated the A merdcan
ruling class to carry out the most destructive

-

Tiids i thee history of imperialism over the
Democratic Republic of Vietmam in December
1872, 5o Marxiets a pproaching dovelo pments
in i geientific way shoold be coreful befors
adopting phrases such s ‘revolutionary dip-
lomacy.' It is clear that the Chinese leaderehip
have opred for 4 courss of peacelul cosxisiencs
in Asia, not dissimilar to the role the Sowiet
|:-urea.u-:ra.|."_'.' has played in Europe for many
decades. Their actions should therefore be
approached and appradsed saentifically, and
ihe same criteria muac be used which have
heen applied to judge ihe actions of the Soviet
Union.

Huowever despile These Two weaknesses

Iz penese fmperiobam Todey 15 & book which
has ppened an exthemely valuable and long-
neaded discosgion, 1 should be bought and
studied by ewery revolotiopary militant

LENIN’S LAST STRUGGLE

Lenin's Last Struggle, by Moshe Lewin
{Wildwood House paperback, £1 300
Charlie van Geldaren

The publication of 3 paperback edition of
Moshe Lewin's ook will ke welosined by all
who are interesied in the history of Bolsheviem
— especially in thar perod when the Sialinis
bireaucricy was fustening its grip on the

Farty and the Soviet siate apparatus,

I8 should be of especial interest to thoss mem-
bers of the Communist Party who have tried
to gapple with the phenomenon of Stalinism
owir gince Krusthey's famous spesch ar the
Z0th Congress of the CPSU. but have heen
unabke to gal Lo grips with the problem chisfly
bcavse much of the history of the perod has
been deliberately obacured and falsified in the
afficial poblicntions.

Here, algo, ls the angwer 1o thoss on the Left
whi believe that all woukd have been different
il omly Lemin had Lived. Thes: peopbs usually
subseribe to the beliel that Sialin only triam-
pheid becanse of Trotsky's "wealmeaseg' amd for
“mittakess.” Borls Souwvaring in his olherwise
groelbenl biography of Stalin was ons of the
first o advancoe this point of view. It 4 clear,
Teovweeswer, from the evidenge which Moshe
Lewin reproduced, that Lenin wag already
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defeated hafors he died: Lhe hursaucra LY Wil
already entrenched in power.

Triae, Lenin's pre-eminenos, his unparalisled
guthority within the Bolshewik Farly and his
drategie genius might hove made it that much
mora difficult for the bureducracy Lo wsurp
the powsr, bt Erupskayo was undoubtedly
cight wisan she remarked, around [926, that i
Hyich (Lenink had been alive he wouold be
cither in prison or in exibs, AL that Hime il did
nol occur Lo her o1 toanyone else [ probably
oot even to Salin himsell), that Stalin's course
wiritld eventually drive bim te the muorder of a
whole peneration of Bolheviks and the
amasculation of the Bolhevik Party.

Lenin, pre-ccoupied with the affairs of state
and of the Communist Inernational, did nol
reallise the changes that wers taking place
within Soviet Russas-as a pesult of the defeal of
Lhe revweslubion in the West and the exhaustion
utter the vears of civil war and foreign interven-
I:I'uu._'lru.l.*. he had nofl Seen unaware That the
seads of burzancratic coentrol over the Pacry
and the state apparatus had already been
planted, [t was, however, only the enforced
leisure cansed by his s which gave him the
apportinily to guge the sxtent of ite growth,
From thar moment on, Lenbs devoted whatl
remained of his life o the struggle aguinst the

bureavwcracy in an atiempd 1o pot the Bokshevik
Party back on the course from which it had
been diveried by Stalin and his supporters.

What = signilicent 8 that the germs of n:r_punflrr-
revolution weree sbready mandfeeting themnse bves
in Stalin’s thinking in those sarly vears when
Lenin wag arill alive. Two of the corner-siones
of the workers’ stote were the monopoly in
forelgn trade amd the right of saifaielarmination
far the varons nationalities which comprised
whal was Lo become The Union of Sooialist
Soviet Republics. At the 4 Octaber, 19132,
st of Lhe Polihureau . Stalin gol dgreement
tor his proposal te limit the state foseign

trade monoapoly, Thres davs laler, Lenin sent
for Trotsky and proposed thac they jolucly

Light Far u revigsion of this decision. Lenin also
aaked Trotaky fo act on his behalf against the
Greal Bosstan chouvinism of Stalin and
Ordzhonikidee on the Georgian question. Theee
tisres Lenin asked Trotsky to become his
depuiy. For reasons of bis own, Trotaky
teluged,

INTERCOMNTINENTAL PRESS

g WEERL Y JOURNAL thar reflects ohve whnwe of sha
Fowrth fmneena riosad gl necEfser o political amali-
sirand intergretation of iImernationsl cvaniy aFf peri-
SuheT iREErast f (e dlamir, sciviEl, colon il ndaen-
darned, Biyck aid women’s iberation movements.
SPECIAL OFFER—10 airmail fssues for £1.
Sand chequa/PD plus your rame amnd addrows to:
Pathfindar Prese, 47 The i, London SE1 BLL

(gal 01281 13641,

bn-his concluding chopter *If Lenin bved .,
Moshe Lewin joins forees with Souvarine and
lsaac Depticher in the belief that a Lenio
reatored o health and full vgour would hayve
bzen dable Lo defeal Stalin and halt the procesz
of bureancratisstion, aithough ke adds thai he
‘nesdad Trotsky 1o realise his id=ns . The tea
men complemented each other very well |,
Between them they symbolised the morive
force of the Oerober Revolutlon,”

The "IFs" of history are, of course, a subject of
endless fascinarion, buf Maryisrs must bass
Lhemselves on objective as well as subjective
toctors, Despite his genius, Lenin — or Lenin
and Trotsky — could ot have browght sboul
the Cloteber Beyolution if the sacial conditions
for revolution were noc presenc, While epe culs-
Lsr on Lhis ]1-c:u'.11| is really ikdie, 3l 1% doubaful @
the combinacion of LeninTrotsky could

have halted the buresucratic degeneration of
the Party and che scae.

History has taught we thal without a Marxist
Party which commands the support of the
renletarial, n victorious soci list revelution is
not poasible, Sbndlacky, aftes the coomguest of
poveer, the new workers’ siate needs the
puidsnee and leaderghip of @ Marxist party o
steesr it om the road to socialism: By 9272,
from the evidence in this book, the Bolihevik
Farty had passed the point of noreturn: It
wad Bolehevik still in name bt 3 had alcea dy
turned irs baek on the internatienal
revolulion — Lhe only sure guariniee of che
advance to socialism,



Tarig All, a member of the United Secretariat
of the Fourth International, recently concduded
an axtensive tour of Japan organised by the
Japanese Revolutionary Communist League
(JRCL = Japanese section of the Fourth Inter-
national). Comrade Ali spoke st public meet-
ings in fen major cities on the 'Class Struggle in
Europe’, ‘Revoluticnary perspectives in South
Asia® and the 'Pobtics of the Fourth Inler-
national’. The meeting in Tokyo drew 1200
malitants, ong of the largesi meebngs ever held
b the TRCL.

The meeting revealed the importan! growth
which the Japanese section has experienced in
recenl years, in particulsr the nceasing num-
ber of young workers which it has attracted to
ifs ranks. Al s public mesting of 400 in the
imporiant indusirial centre of Sendan (in
northern Japan) for imstance, well owver 250
were young workers, This reflecied the
influence of the JRCL in the local railway
workers” dand postal worker” unicms where 1l s
the anly revolutionary fores insids the working
clusa. In these public sector lrade unions sirikes
are banned snd every unofficial strike there-
fore iends (o be posed 58 8 confrontsfion

against the governmeni.
SANRIZUKA

The muosl imporiant wationsl struggle supported
by the entire extremes i1 is the struogge ngains
Lthe ocomsbruction of a ngw et tional airpoarl
il Sanrizuka, 15 miles outside Tokyo, The
siraggle of the local peasants, which begin in
1967, s6ill connnues unabated and though the
ranwavs have been constricied in-Aren |, the
imporiant Area 2 5 siill occupled by the pea-

sants under the leadershipof the militant

Peasants” Leagoe and (he active parlicipation of

some of the revolutionary groups.

Amongs thess the JECL iz in the forefront, It
has won the confldence of the pessant leaders
and its permanent defence guard of ten mil-
tunis lives in Ssnrizuka in its own hurriedby
constructed headguarters, and works on the
land topether with the pessants. It iz a gign of
the prestips of the JRCL in this zpne that
severdl pessant leaders attended Tarig Ali's
public meeting in Tokyo. Their leader who
spoke at the meeting paid unstinted tribotes to
the FRCL and the Fowrth International and
gxplained how the struggls had radicbsed tha
peasanis living in Ssnrizuka.

In return Toarig Ali promised thai the sactions
of the Fourth International would “inter-
nationalise the soruggle against this so-called
imlerna onal airport”, which the Japaness
government i5 constructing essentinlly io
fucilitate the landing of L5, military aircrafl,

The Sanrizuka strupgle has gripped the imagina-

tion of large sections of the lkefl and the fact
that its construction kas been delayved by owver
(ive years shows the wide base of supporl won
by the peasamnts, Lf isin Apea 3 that the next

battles will take place (the Peasants’ League and

the JHECL have constructed o large tower in
the ‘liberated zone" which would effectively
prevent any aircralt from landing |} and bolh
gides are preparing for the inevitable conflict.
In this connection the JRCL is prpunng an
international appeal clling for co-cadinated
netions throvghout Evrope and N, Americ
witen the new siriggls ainpls.

A h

Whibe President Campora dines with Franoo in Madrid,
tha Peraniu rRana & TIeppeng up it campagn of re-
prission-agaings the revslutiorary forces 'l1 Argumtina.
It e tha okd fox Peron Fimaal, dua 10 Feturn 19

Buenios Abres next Wednesday, who lsunched the
veatchvword “Gat the Trotikyiaesl "

Thea witch-hunt is directed primarlly agalns tho
People’'s Aevolutionary Arery (ERP), ed by the Ar-
genfindan seetion of the Fowrth Infernational — the
anly gne ol tha sdmed groupings wihich i Jerugaling
to swpase the Campora government and s pact wath
the mititary digtators, The Peronist Securlty Com-
maand has began Bo corry Out its thisats ol vioknoh
against the EAP: on the night of 7 Jure a Peronist
aroup burned th ERP fleg in front of the parfsmaent
bailding, and a few hours later a bomb exploded on
the grames of Wictor Fernandaz Pelmairo, an ERP guar-

| riika who diod enriier this year in the cowrse of a re-

prigal for tha Tralow massacrs of Augun (@72,

The Pergnigt beadership is obviowsly determined o
warry thedugh its campaign of repressson degpiie the
relaxse of mdlrtary personnel being held by the ERP.

11 airns in Uhit way 0 Evide the revolutionesiss Troam
the masses, who halled Campora't inemguration as a
wolory and now hiope 1o soa him grang all the demands
which piled up wader the military dictatorghip, Tha
repressian against the ERP is the spearhend of the
Preomis” @Hors 1o dacapitate this mass upsurge. The
rexkt fove wesks will be decigive: intgrmational soli-
darity with tho ERP ks row an essentlal task for
revalutionariss.

Denmark

Tha NATO Cownzil Meating in Copenhagen o=t wenk
mat with & srong respanss From the Danish laft.
Linglar tha hasding MATD Tool of lmpesiaiam’, &
coumtar conforence ond demarnstraison ware ongandsd
on 13-14 Jure,

Gpealcors at the conference exposad the role of NATO
i the reprastive regime n Gresce, ard in tha Porfu-
guess colonkl wars bn Africa. Sowsstors onothe Cod War
#nd Ireland highlighted the badiing given by NATO to
British imporialiam, Bob Purdia, Organisar of the Andi-
It nemeend Leagus and & guest speaber ot the con-
Toremnes, swplainmd tha way in which British |mperial-
imm had built up & represseee machine inthe Morth of

Insland which imteghited all sspacts of rapresson,
military, lagal and poditical. He warned tha confsmnos
that the NATD armies, which had i Tl faced the
Taress of the Warsew Poct, wors now being tumed als
1o Paca thi graving semy of rovoletion within theie
own sioie bowndariés. The techmédgies being devaloped
in the Morth of |reland would ba spplie on & Eur-
paan sealn; it was nocessy 1o learn from tha Irish
siruggla both the nature 6f thess mathods and how to
Tight tham,

The demonstration on Thissdsy, 14 Juma. was preced-
wed by @ march fram the German and Seitlsh &moas-
sios, organisid by 8 unbed front of the revoletionery
foft. A wpsaker fram tha German KPD denomnend tha
repision adbn that ongeniaation by M 0enmen
Gouyswnmant, and Bob Perdie spoke sgain, owtsids the
British Embaagy, The lsrgast eomtingant on this
demonstration camse from the comrede of the
Ravahnionssa Soecls ke Forbund, 1he Dwnigh
soction of the Fourth Intermstional, supported by the:
Revahtionss Marcisisr Formand, the Swedish
weeition. The maln demanstretion, which manced o
tha NATO corfarenca kall, wos 8 (00 srong. The
ooimntar confarencs and the deme mitration mads @
big impact in Denmark, end GDMe NENIDEPETS Q&S
tham gl ooverage with tha HATO Counpil

itsall.

Peru

The recert wave af repesssion in Paru has includad
aimeang 115 victims Serge Barrics, aecused of conapiring
to violate state ssourity. The crime’ ol Barrios and
his comrades waa 1o pudah e lafiwing papar,

& larear welnon By Barrios from Lurigancho Prison on
2B May gives some indicatsons of what = happaning in
tha Parusian jaiie: 1 wes arregted nearhy X days
. . We wre seeagehy tartured with methods ra-
miniscent of the middio sges or the ingulsitian by the
‘ state mcurity " agents of the Arilitary distatorship.
Togather with L ward grreten amd T ured & number
of workers, unionists, students, sohoal teachers, &to.
B it i ally done with common ofimansh, we were
tortured urtidl foreed to sign “corfessiors” suited 1o
thet FRpreaiive dimea of the mliitany,

“Tarrures | underwent, after being kept standing and
withowt flesp or food fer 33 hours, corsisted Inbelng
harged Troem iy aira, Pandadtted in my back, and
beaten whils Raving my bead ocovered with a black
ek 80 | cORld M7 PRGOGNIR M Eriurarg: Thin et
an far the naght, the mcord neght, my comrade as-
@ping from The worst Thanks o' the fact that he
Tainted Trgary L iavara blows ha fultarad '

Whisle mary trade unban and politicil keaders hawve
bears Bxilad, Barigs and count kil otbers arg 13|
being hald in the teerturs charmbers of the ‘revalotion-
ary” military regime of Volasco Alvarad. & plcket
will b il autsides the Peruvian Emboessy in Soans
Strear 1o germard the release aof all palitical prisorers,
this Fraday, 22 Jure, fram 400 — 6.30 g.m. For
mare infarmation contect: Perudan Deferce, ofa Ray
Pk

SPAIN . RISING STRUGGLES

The murder oi o Bureelona building worker by
Franeo's police in March this vear was the
signal for the most recent of the nation-wide
mobilisations of the working class which have
shaken the Spanish dictatorship in recent
Vears.

After thres decades of fasciem and military
digiutorship, under 3 regime built on the bones
of the Spansh Revolution, the working class is
morIing inbo new revolubionary siruggles, Sinoe
the massive actions againgt the Burgos trizls in
1970 which saved the lives ol the Basque na-
tionalists sonvicted by a military tribunal for
political activities, the regime iag pean unabls
to guell solidarity actions by workers. Most
mominenl of (hése have heen the SEAT wr
factosy steike bn Barcelona in October 1971,
the shipyard workers strike in El Ferrol early
Lsgt year {in which two workers were killed by
police ), and the foml general sirike-in Vigo in

September.
RECENT STRIKES

The recenl sirikes al March and April in re-
sponee to the mirder of Manuel Fernpndez
ghared many of the same chad eteristics of
these aivuggies: golidaricy in the face of
repression (apreading rapldly o other cliies);
sdvanoes in crganization and workers”
democracy (strike committaes, workers'
commissions and student commitress =le cting
representatives (o local cownclls inthe
Barcelons area); self-defence pickeis on the
demonstniions,

The CF meaanwhile las teled fo costain Ce
upsurpe of the past lew vears within the
Iramework of the ‘Pact for Liberty ' a pro-
mammne ot alliance with the so-called
‘progresaive’ sscliong of the bourgsoisie [or
the restoration of bourgeois demovracy. The
Stalinisia Juve allempled te chanoel the
activity of the working elass inin the
{ormstion of an ‘opposlilon’ within the
Stule trade union dpparelus, But siruggles
have constantly gone beyond this framework,

with rank-and-file militapts altempiing (o
revive the Workers" Commiasions in the
factories (generally bed by the CF) as indepen-
ient organs of the working clasi., It was
through such strugeles within the Workers®
Commisaioms thot the strikes at Bl Ferred and
Yigo developed.

NEW VANGUARD

To the fore of the new revolutionary vanguard
which has grown up dusing these vears are the
Lipn Comunista RBevelusonaria (LCR, sym-
pathising seclion of the Fourth [nternarional)
and ETA V1. The LCR. founded fwo yedrs
aga, has plaved a mnejor part in the campaign
against the state onions; ETA V1 is the revoe-
lutionary wmg which hac emerged from the
tatlonabial movement of the Baegque country —
whose malitants were the defenders at Hu‘rgnx.
ETA VI sces the road to national self-deter
minsbion of the Basgies in the striggle for
the socialist revolution throughout Spain,

Un 14 May this yesr, an imporfaol step was
tuken in the strupgle to buald the revolutionary
party i Spain, whena |oint declaration on

the tasks ol revolutionaries was ssued by

ETA VI and the LCR. The {following isan

extracl from the conclusion of the redolulion,

& The mobilisations againsl the murder of
Manuel Fernandez have demonstrated the
breadth of the mew mas vanguacd in the
factories and the Workers' Com missions (T},
The main weaknesses are now the present
nature of the CO god their lack of implantotion
i the factories, which makes them a barcber 1o
the growth of the vangoned and to its further
radicalimiion, [is corrent grawih, and
imcreazing ability fo initinte mass actions going
beyond the class collaboradion policy of e
Spanizh CP, are not matched by a conscious
desire to sivuggle Tor a formuln for profetarian
powier, ag opposed (o the project of class
collaboralion embodied in the CF's ‘Pact for
Liberty.” Hut such struggles ns do inke pince;
and the experience of self-organisation they

give rise o, together with the crisis ln the TP,
criticiam of the “Pact for Liberty” and the
strengthening of varioss sxire me-lefi currents,
make i increasingly possible to overcome
these weaknedses and bring a growing pectinn,
of the mew vanguard to joln a serlous revolu-
tinmary aliernplive.

In reaponsge to the repreaglve policy of the
dictatorship and the economic plans of the
bouwr gealsie as & whole, the mas movement
must he unified i orgunised, and a political
vanguard developed to lead it towards the
overthrow of the dictatorship.

Within the CO, nnd "uup'inp af imporiani
gpctiong of the workers' vangumard, the move-
ment must be educaied in ithe need to

struggle for the moat uwrgent onited demanda
and for seli-orgunisation of the class by mERns
of asaemblies and elected commiitees. In

the fnee of Franco's crumbling “begalicy”, the
mOFement musl pay no rSEpect tothe
capitalist policy of collective contracts and not

use trade umnbon delegates” for negotiations
with the hosmes: only workers” nssemblies will
decide, anly struggle payal

The examples of Burgos, SEAT, El'Ferrol,
Wigo amnd above all San Adrian have showno that
the forming ol co-nrdinaling committess ancd
of bodies representing all the sectors io st ggle
{C0, elecied committess, faculiy and other
student commitiess, workers® parties, ete.) s
necessal ¥ o anify and eeoiraliss mass actlon,
The ground musl be hid for o workers®

united frone fo overthrow the dictatorship.

Durwn with the police state!

Worken" Commisbons must lead the siruggle
to orguniss solidority und welf-defence of
siruggles’

Free Camacho and his comrades! End the
repression againsi the Basgue nationabisis!
Down with the bloody dictaiorship!

Long live Lhe iy ternational solidarity of the
working class!

Burevrlons, miaALE DROTECE 8 GEMONSIRAIION WiTh Mok tor cookeil




STEP FORWARD FOR FRENCH TROTSKYISTS

Eight hundred militints — thres hun-
dred more than expected — turmed
up at a conference organised by the
Ligue Communisie (French section of
the Fourth International) for its in-
dustrial membersand sympathisers in
Rouen on 9/10/11 Jume,

The conference was not & rally bot a
serions attempt o lackle the key
problems facing the Ewropean wor-
kers' movement. It is wery easy io
come up with general principles
the problem lics in the precise tactics
needed to apply them. So the con-
ference concentrated mainly on such
questions - a5 strike  commitiees,
qupport committces, grading workers”
sweli-defence, workers' control and
selfsmanagement.  The discussdons
were given an intermational dimension
through the parlicipation of worker
militants from the US., Belgium,
Switzerland, Germany, ltaly, Spain,
Britain, Luxembourg, Canada and
Mexico,

The conference opened on Saturday
afternoan with a report on "The waork
of revclutionary milltanis in the fac-
tories. This dealt with such goestions
as how o win an sudience in the
working class, whal*slogans to raise,
what forms of organisation to pro-
pos=, el

WORKERS' CONTROL

The semion on Sunday morning was
openéd by a report on workers
control: the revolutionary strategy,
the  legsoms of intermatiomal expe-
riences, and owr intervention today.
In the afternoon the guestion ol
self -mapagement was  discussed. It
wis strested that in ecntrost to these
who o practice dewalus the iden, it is
necessary fo be very precise on the
kind of socialism we want and the
means of achieving it.

This discussion was followed by com-
mimion meetings, szch devoted to s
specific branck of ndwtry {engl-
neering, post office, railways, gas and
electricity, pristing. building, etec.)

Here the discussions were éxtremely
conerete, dealing with the tradilions
af stroggle in the industry, the level
af trade union organistion, the slo-
gans o be rajsed, and a0 on. At the
game time three other commissions
were alse tsking place; on women
workers, on immigrant workers, and
on the anti-militerist struggles and
work in the army.

On Sunday evening [t was the turm
of the foreign delegations to report
on the development of workers' strug-
gles and the intervemtion of the
sections of the Fourth Internationel
in thelr couniries. Separate com-
missions were devoled 1o the afruggle
in Belgium, the U.5., Spain, [taly, and
Britain,

Finally, on Monday morning, a report
on The workers® struggles In Eur-
ope,' drawing together the teswons of
all the commissions, was mads by
Charles Andre Udry, 8 member of the
United Secreterlat of the Fourth
International amd a leader of its
Swiss aection. Udry spoke despite an
order banning him from enfering
Franece.

Filty-five per cent of the workers
attending the conference wers mem-
bers of the Ligue Communiste, the
other 45 per ceni baing E:p'mpﬂl:]‘liitﬂ

P gt

plcketing o party given kst Fridey by the Irish Embassy s Press Officer for
foreign journalists who are being faken to Irelond on g Free State public
relotions exercipe, The pioket met with eoraidersble success, many FusRiE

eoming out fo falk to the pickelers and expressing sympathy with their aims,

and members of "Mole’ factiory
groups. They cme from 65 major
towns snd diles; and around 250
factories; 63 per cent were members
of the CGT, the Communist Parly
dominsted tmde wnion federation,
and 37 per cent of the CFDT union
federation, which has links with the
Socialist Party,

The numbers attending the confe-
rence, and the scope and seriousness
of the discussions, were 3 decisive
testimony to the growing infTuence
of the Ligue in the French working

dlass mevement. Only recently, at
the CFDT conferance, the wnion
bureauemey showed rhe increasing
preséure [t was onder when all i
could come forward with in the
debate on strike committess was 2
series of anti-Trotskyist remarks
Onoe it was easy for the bureausracy,
the Sealinists and the social democrats
tor dismiss the revoluticnary organisa-
tions a8 having no base in the wor-
king ¢lass, Rouen was only the lntest
demonstration of how far the rela-
tlonship of forces hos already been
shifted in the stouggles of the lust
fow wears.

BIRMINGHAM LABOUR
DEFENDS MILITANTS

On Monday 15 June — the day
bofors the trinl of seven of the
Shrewsbury  defendinls ocpens b
Maold five bullding workers and
three ATV cameramen will appear
before Rirminghan magistrates, The
elght are charged in connection with
the oecupntion of a leading lump la:
buowr apency in Febroary,

The Midlands Eegion of the buildiog
workerd' unton, UCATT, has played
a leading part in crganizing the de-
fence in the area. This is being done
throvgh o special union defence com-
miteee, which ponvensd a mesting on
M June to involve hroader gections
of the labour smovernent. This initi-
ative was supported by Birmingham
Trades Council, which circuloied the
defence oommittes's “Open Letrer
to the Labour Mosement” co. all
Trades Council delegates, The {ipen
Letter calld for fall financial and
indusirial support for te defendants,
A number of beading shop stewards’
committess in the orea also backed
the 20 Junme mesting.

The Antual General Meeting of Bir-
mingham ares ASTMS, the Auwslin
Longbridps shop stewards’ commit-

Jee, and the wocal Rank and File

teachers” growp, have all phkedged

thelr fldl support in this Flght.

For the day of the ¢ourt appear-
ance, Midlands Regioo UCATT has
calied a mass demonstration owtsids
the courthouss, The Trodes Council
iz backing jhis actlon, along with tha
Birminghaiy Labour Parly executive,
who nre circularizing their 131 ward
orgainizations.

The attack on the Bimlogham mili-
tapts g part apd porcel of a wider
ruling clas asmault-on the shility of
the working ¢lass mesement to carry
on affective strogeles. 1t is therefore
pasential that  the Birmiogham le-
bour movement links up the highly
credifable work i1 hag carried ocut s
far with the notionzl campaion io
defence of the Shrewsoury 24,
United action of che whole labear
movement wich the Shrewsbury casc
15 a central focus is the best way (o
snaah the concerted dreive of the
sl apainat our OIEANITAEICNS,

The Bismingham example shows how
the labour movement can units its
forces i defend militents under at-
tack. This is on example we ghould
pul ipke  practice sl acrdss the
country to extend (hHe cmpaign in
support of the Shoewsbary 24,
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RED NOTES|

On Tuesday the Court of Appeal turmed
diewn the appmls af Touwr of the ‘Smke
Mewingtan 5 = Anna Mendeisan, Hilary
Creek, Jim Greecifigld, and Jahn Barker.
Pragiding owver the couwt wes Losd Chief
Justios Widgary, He refused fo soopt that
any of the procsdures smployed |n last
yeur's tial, when rhe our vers oo oted
of conspiring to axmmin the ‘Angry Brigade’
bambirgs, were ot all guestienable, San-
tenoe af tan years wee upheld.

On ‘Wednesday the conviction of- Jako
Prescott, found guilty ef thesame offence
ir1 wn arlier trial, was alse upheld, Higaen-
tence wias howeer enduced fram 16 to 10
yeare — but purehy on the baen of “pariny’
witth th cthar four,

Studants at Morthumberisrd College of
Education ocecupied the Adminstration
Biock on Wednesday, damanding the ro-
mstatement of student Stevn Dewitt, 6i-
palted by the colbege suthoritls ‘on ooad:
wmiin graundi’, The oooopatbon came aftar
a Undon Genaral Mesting on Monday right
which voted for 5 2d-howr tokem bR -
tion. The victimisation i ohviowsly an at-
tampt by the authoritses 1o regain the indt-
imtive kogt after the secssshul campaign &
tha end of lad term Tor the reinstatemani
of lacturer Steve Whitley, Moseges of aup-
port should be st tor Stedents Undon,
Morthemberknd Gollage of Edweeation, Pan-
1aland, Morthumberland.

A damonstration ta Brixton polics ststion
this Saturdsy ié being organbked by the
Elack Warkers Mowsmant, On Saturdey, @
June, the rarmdam ariest of o blagk yauth
afyer g stabbing incident sparked o1 & con-
trantatbon i which aver 100 police, in-
cluding the Special Patrol Group, seded
irta & .crovel using truncheons ard dega.
Oires of those arrerted wag @ 14-year old by-
standar, whosa parerds wers feTused por.
misgian to s Rirg wWhile polloe were gx-
tepcting o confessian with the aid of boors
ard Tigta. He now faces a charge of gripsdus
badily harei

This incidert folléed a serien of a1 ieas
nine racir tambings In South Lomndon of
black shops ard vourh clubs, The palios
have dons mathing W0 pul B TSR o0 these
ounrtly racist attacks, alsiming that rhey
are ke owark of ‘madmen’, Instead . thay
spend thair Tima harasing the black come
miunky and black wauth in parvicies, 0%
at wile are amo ng the aren’s urermploysd,
A majarity ol thessare in apen If apolitical
rebellion against their situstions, far which
the ruling s hes only. ans salutEn
représsion.

On the injtlariye af the ool Aank & Fis
teacher group, Lambiath WUT has calied far
a conterence an rackafism in the arsa, |1 g
alza supporting Ssturday's demonsiration,
which assombles ar Brogkwed]l Park, Harmg
Hill, at 2.00 p.m, Further detalls from:
Elnck Warkers Movsmsnt, 5 Skhakespassn
Rciad, Brixton,
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