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open letter

THE FIGHT wgninst the Prevention
ol Terorism Act reguires the max-
imiam uniiy of the working class
maovement. 10 is o fght that is inse-
perably bound up with the camp-
aign for the withdrawal of iroops
from lreland.

Tise left must not give one inch
on theie struggles and it must res-
obutely refuse to be intimidated by
the sitscks of the press and the
presure (het the state will exeri
through its police force,

The lollow g lefier W hekng Clicul-
wiesd by the 184 throuphout the laboar
marsmment w0 that & broud cenpsspn can
N e bwmiki o ﬁﬂ'l-l. Benkina’ AcL Joan May-
aard, Labosr MF for Shefficld Bnghiads
g Frmer Mobsoris, Estan) gencial s
wriary of G A L'E W bures bt sgpmod
i bbby

Wi apyesd By s Elan. b o el

i thir

lgninn Road, London, N1

OPEN LETTER TO THE

LABOUR MOVEMENT

Tie Burmphar o P b
wend Bu 3 TR Pod vhe eitroshechion of
e ] ] w Wa
bwilieew that the Emergeney Faqulations
peme an eatremaly werioon Themat 1o trecs
mien s democratic vights in this
oAty

The massures includs deportations
and régtrsctiors on entry for the lrish
bnig Britain; fines and Jail damianoss for
people alleged 1o balong 1o Irish political
OrgEnsEatian or (o give suppart to sueh
orgenigations, Further sweening penvary
& given 10 the paolice 1o allow them to
arrest withoul warmnl, to hold withaut
triml anat 1o suppross palitica! viess.

dankens amself colls tha Pt pes
‘dracanion’. They have twa sims: First-
by, 1o sinaah ol oppostion mssde the
warking class mavoment 1o Britain's
oocupatian af the North of Ireland,
sataniddly 1o hownd trade-unionists and
wtinok veorking class crgenisatians. The:
a0 proposals follow on the il of the
Prebbles” anti-pickating decision, the
ralurming bo jail of the Shrewshury tao,
Imcreased stave regressbn against souwa-
i, siriking workers and immigesnis
along with tho desth of an enti-fesoist
military ag & resalt of police sstion.
The Scarman irilural is st presant
oescusiing 1he strengthening of palics
s,

Tha lagisation sirengthens fascist
| groupa like the Mational Frant and
thelr ability 1@ build on anti-irish ehais-
wimism and ewploit issues like the re-int-
roduction of eapits| punishment. |t
intratuces the posibility of syskamatic
palioe haragsmeant of Irish workers snd
Imthaad Tha ponsible arrest of anyona
oppossd to present Britigh paolicy in
Irotand. 11 beings intemment to Brit
ain i tha Torm of seven dayve detantion
without-trial. It imposes eandarship of
the media by making it illegal to express
legetimata palitical views.

Wa rapct the idea thar tha violamscs
of tha irish situation can be resolved by
imoreasing the pavwers of the British
atate; @ golution can only coma with
an énd to attemipts (9 impose & British
solution to the Irish guastion. ¥e urge
tha braadast compaign be oiganissd in
the working chessy maovament for;

THE REPEAL OF THE IEMNKINS ACT
THE WITHDRAWAL DOF BRITISH
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Birmingham bombings

Labour’s repressive laws
Labour Party Conference
NUS Conference

Women’s Charter

CE SAYS-

TUDENT CO

Fight police

state laws

The National Union of Students has become the first major
organisation to reject Labour’s new ‘Prevention of Terrorism

Photy: ANDREW WIARD. (Repor)

TROOPS FAOM IRELAND,
\ 7

Demonstrator: outslde the Labour Party Confere

g last Saturday demanded

the immediate withdrawal of troops and an end to the Jenkins laws

Qovemment critics
in confusion

The dobate in Parllament abouot
Labour's ‘antl-terrorist” law ibowed
the Labour Party opponentsof
Covernment policy do he totally
confused,

Sume seaod wp i point ont the
big dangers Cor the workers” move-
rEnt nastch a bw, Chbem pointed
cul thar the Blrminghom bombings
were the mault of both Tory and
Labour Governiment policy in lre-
land, and 1hal more repression was
N IS wrer,

But i the end dhey gl voesd fog the
lww! pne main prioap of the Tabour Sierg

Tribune Cromp—backed the ba asa
whole, lamiton thernsohees b o few
smendments Veteran et lan Mikarda
A0 Ol prdtl sctvally fpoke in Tvoar of
1 Tary-spomsersd mvendaicn thal would
fove made the fpweven mos: sweepinip?

Fran tha tgo prthith: Tk
anpEndments - propasng o hody te hear
appcals agminsr depor o, anl another
by toinvestigee complinee that (b
prolice woie Abusing thedr new power o
hold saspeees - sined no Appatl fom
the “lefis" in e Covermnent. Eric Hef-
fier, far cxample, vorsd zpzinst botkh

The tallewing are 3o ol the slate
menls nade 1 Laboir MMy wha had
donhis st Ror Tenking's oropomals:

Act’

The NUS delegates at the Margate Conference correctly den-
ounced the Act as being designed to make ‘dangerous inroads into

civil rights and liberties.’

The oppasition to this Act must
nirw be extended into every section
of ihe laboor movement, because 1
i the working clzss who will eventu-
ally suffer the hrunt of this resction.
ary law,

The Taries are of course smirking
with ill-concealad delight. After all it
wias Lheir brain-child, prepured under
their orders 1B months ape. Now it
i& the loval Labouwr servants of British
capitalizm wheo are doing the Tores’
ditly wotk for them.

The police are delighted with the
Ach, They see their new powers as an
effective means of waging a terroris-
ing oifensive agalmst the |nsh comm-
unity and the Briteh opponents of
imperialism's war in Ireland,

Mer dfoubt the police are rubbing
their bands with glee at the provis-
ionsin the Act which allow them to
detain suspects tor 48 hours, and up
Lo seven days with Home Office per
tissdan. This is the lime that ‘exp-
erls’ conaider is ideal for ‘breaking'

a suapecl. This means that they will
b2 able to worm more ‘confessions®
out of innocenl people. Those with
Republican or lefi-wing connections
will be especially subject to this
treatment.

The rulinz class is licking its cliops,
gavaling the new powers o prosc
ribe organizations and casting longiog

exed ot sections of the left. They also
so the wilchhunt atmosphers as an
excellent opportunity to tip off the
pofice aboul ‘subveraives' in their
factories who are orgamising the
waorkforce against the employers.

The working class movement
mist mot walt until the repression
gera in full swing before mounting a
feghi back. The fight ngainst the
FPrevention of Terroram Act must
begin mow lsefore the pollea Feel
confident encugh to start cracking
down on all und sundry.

The delegates at the NUS conf-
eTetce also understaod that the
labour movement will only be shie
tex fight effectively azminat these
police state moves if it puts for-
wird an allernative policy on Ire-
land te that of the Labaur Govern-

ment, Therefore the NUS has eafled
Lot the withdrawal of British trodps
fram Irelamd,

Unfortunately, the KUS faited
Lo come oul far dmmediocre with-
deawal of British troops, limiting
themselves to demanding thal the
troops be confined to barracks
‘rending complele withdes wal',
Nevertheless the demiand for the
immediate withdrwal of British
Croepes 3% Mow more urgend than
ever, and must be taken up by
the antire labour movement.

o Thee Bill gives the palice certaln p

rs whleh in terms of aur traditions

are frightening, Wa are all awara that.s person can be arrested merely an a
hunch—a fealing—on the part of an individual police officer ... We have to
think of the climate that would imavitably b created by the Bill, A man is
taken into prisoin. Whet happens to his family? Paople will say " There is no
smrke without fire. He has heen away in the pokey-hole for the last five days.
There must be somathing dp. Let us g and smash his windows.™ {Tarm Lit
terick , Labiour MP, Birmingham Selly Oak),

“.. A3 in avery colonial situation, repressive legislation is no substitute far
policy. We have nopoliey ... We are hopefully wraiting for a Convention,
waiting for daciziiing to come out of it. Everyone knows sur hopas will be
proved illusory, | repeat, we have no policy.” fLeo Abse, Labour WP, Ponty-

pood],

‘The proposed legislation represents precisely the kind of power axarcised
‘n the Sotith African Government. and that power B one of the most dates-
it pownrs of the South African Government.” {Frank Hooley, Labour MP,

Sheffield, Healay)
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Plwrio! JOMN STLURAROCK | Magpoil

“Go forth and multiplyt’ were thes chairman's closing
rammarics Lo Saturdey’s confemence of the Mational

Rank and File Movement
Intermationa Social vz

The delogates numbered 422, frem 311 orgarist-
lons —fud sigeitecent gein from the L=t conferanes —
wlthosigh there were more Strike eam it gnd ofevw-
Fros comemdTioa Tham last yede, But the main resolutscn
| purstied by 293 wotes to B4) led nowhere. All it propossd
wers big wags claims apginst inflation and pious slogans

agminsi redurdancy .

thee Idugtrial wing af the

Chartor Campaign.

The Conlarence arg@nisers were defested over their
gatrondiing eHars to provent dpeekiers on the Wresen's

Hilgry Wairwraght | Durfam ASTMS]

fatrene [ saiel the resolution limiting nepport of wom:
en's struggles 10 the isse al Egual Pay went no furthar

than realuticons of

the TUC in 1880, Bur the chair man-

sged to roil-road thiough & procedsirel resolution to pre-
vont tha Charter hesng voted on.

#a lamg & Intemational Soecialism desperately hold
on 1o the ides LRt simply hating the bosses and jsining
I5 is the snewss to capimlism's erigis, Renk and File will

continus to achisva nothing

ournalists Fii/é

in against police
repression

Vicious pedice atacks on jpumalisis i
il stroeta, The wse of the couris o sup-
s press artiches. Polikes spy plootogrs-
neers posing as jumalists on demonsie-
athons.

1§ this scuse Latin Americen repuhlic,
labourme wnder a milicacy diciatarship?
Mo, il is London in 1974,

e Action Cammittee for the Dol
enct of Journalisis was sot up by members
af the Mational Unica of Journalized 19
campaign apminst theeo developemnts
wlier seversl photographers ware otiackal
by the pulice during the Wa ol Fronl
demonstrabicn on T Sepiembeor, ls muin
mim i Lo bry to ged the media unions oG
set op an afficil Coianission of Eagquiry
i inferfercnee by the slate ard the
palice in this fiell

A feselulion to this effece has so far
heen erddarsed by ai least 10 branches of
the MU, altheugh the umion’s executive
has yed o discoas the question.

PICKET
e ACTIA has also angurised a succ-
wmlul pickel of Ui Homs Office i Ogt-

i, attemded by 40 foumalises, The
packet called for the =nding oF thes system
o police press cands to selected journal it

the natartous “rod cards’ — the dshandir
of the Special Branch spy photozmphars
weho megulory [nfiltrate demics aaid pickots
i the guis: of pross phoreengphers, bl
the ending of the Paud Foot) Sociotiss Bor
t.-.'rll.riil el thé Davicl May !5 i e
trial.

A letber 1o this cffect was handad in
tx thie Hame Secmdary and sent fo isedia
tendem and Tribume MPs, Sevepal MPy have
repied o this letber exprestine concern
anil inderest. Jae Aaliben {Bassetlow has
ruised che rantter in the Hoose of Camim-
ans, while Tom Litterivk (Selly Cak b s
entarmesd the ACTH ehar b Bkl E carn:
plained 4o the West Midlands palics in
tune aboit being photograpivad o 3 dem-
onglration

Thes repldy from the palios 1o thiscom-
plaint was almost ideniics 1o Brothor Jex-
king" wlitewssh reply ta the ACT: “Mao
wyiilemve that palics kave been acting jm-

Lock-outs ore 5 tactic which employens

are using mode and more these days
In Loadon, following closely on the
heels of Hoover, the imanagement at
Agsociated Automation in Willesden
hnve locked ouf their entlre produoc
tion workforce,

Last susmmer Lhe company, which
= part of Armodd Wenstocok"s GEC
empre, agresd o pav 1 threshald
payment (o ils 600 workers., Montla
later they wete shill walting. 5o the
decision wa sken (o work o rule.

The manegmment wel gngry ai thi
“dirantic’ wep] amil lock-dat ity produci-
nen workforce. The workees choek cands
wore removed] on 14 Movember and the
Toreman fald them to ga hame,

The management lied blatanily 1o
the local peess over what had occwerced
When the locked-oot warkers arrived o
sign un at uee bocal socil secubly o fice,
they discovered that the management
had gl there first o informed the
afficiads that the woek force was on
srike and therefore shoald mol be paid

Employers latch on to

lock-outs

lenefits!

Liki-the Hoover wowkery ar Peeivale,
the workery it Assoclaied Aotomotion
femr that massive nedundancics ane in the
P demniogain
the workan by beepeng Hhem ol over
Christemas and forckng inamy af th
to Fimd Frush johs

It i strongly rumowrd that GEC are
attengiing Lo close down the Tactory.
There was o week's stappage in this conn
cefiod Bst year when the manspement
irioal b epmiovs mkchinesy e the plant.
Az ono woeinan warker remarked; ‘i this
wuy the mansgensent sie able b ratianal
12 the work lomee and at the ssime Hiss
disdpy aul of the expenss of redundancy
payments,”

The rates af pay af Assccialed Auta

&, The mamaprmcnl haoge

maraiare by far the doowess i the ahole

distric L Deloptions of sbiop stewards ltom

the Faceory visiting orber warkplaces in
the ares lnsf week o seek sapporl woers
mot by crics ol disbeliel that their wapes
wire =0 low, Laboafers potl a basic rie

of only £33 & woesk on which it cleariy
impuessibale Lo Tive, cspacidly in Landon.
Skilled foodnmkers ges L6 comipared
with £55 at the neighboaring Kolls Kayos
Pl

UMNAMIMOUSLY

Al Friday™s mass mesting it was nnan
irnously decided nol 1 relur [0 wark
unii]l guarantess of more pay an: forth-
coming Now a despenate fight 1s an
with the social seeuriby oflice aver the
paymenl of beaelils Some of he work-
crs eepecially single meen and wamen are

Problems

There is still considerable confusion
nboat the menning of the Working
Women's Charter and how to orgase
aronnd its demonds - that at least was
apparent lrom the Women in Soeia-
lism Conference on the Charter held
last Saturday in Leeds,

Although there was opposition to
Lhe Charter from a few small proups
like the Powar of Women Collective
(the advocates of the “Wages for
Housework” theory ), the main diffe-
rences among the 150 women present

of Women’s
Charter raised in Leeds

wors on the potual wavs and means
al orgnising aroun:d il

Many wamen had reservations ghan
the present Foem of the Charles, and el
theiveed far it to be sudically amended,
Amendinents are 1o he put forward Tor
izssson ot the nexi Wamen in Sacialism
Confererees in the speing, where national
prerspalives will be tlbe main iten on the
aponda, Hur as Bxron Marpolis froamn fhe
IMG pointed out, whils 1he Charter i§ nar
4 porlect document, the polishing and
refiming of it should nof be o precandition
Tor eoganising around ik

conference

e rest don Jast week of the local audk-
pmty marual warkers’ cladm for o basic
wrps of £30 means that the hoapiial ane-
ilkary workers' wage Aaim will probably
get the some treatmend.

Ancliinry workers, desarisfied with
the oflizial £30 claim, can expect a tough
struggle il they are eoimg to heat inflation
and win 2 higher minmimam waps Porsm-
Cietly M LFE bianch has alriady gorss on

te discuss dhe affer —which s due 1o he
made an |3 Deceniles.

Fed Weskly 5 Decernber 1874

Ancillary workers plan

racard Jor a basic wage af £40 far 33 hours) on Satordey 14 December in London.,
and has colbed For ores delegste conferences Fonther information from: Bon Penrson,

on claim

Suppart for & regonal conterence was
eodarsed by MUPE Wesicrn Divisiomal
Cauncil al its mesting ol 23 Maveinbe.
Iy recognissd that this & oig ol the
mast 2ffective wavs to mobiise the e
Decskip ard enswne that the rank and Fle
have m sy on what the claim shocld be
andl lidw Lo oreaniss b win it

Ponismaoth XUFPE brnch aee alse
callimg & Mational Delegate Conference

Hioyal Nostsmouth Hospital, Postansouih,

Thants.
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REPRESENTATIVE

A call For & national confernee wn the
Chiarier has come recently from two teads
pnian bedies— Sheffiold Trades Coancil
and thi: Sesith Easterm TUC. 18 is tg he
hoped that any necessary smendiments
wild e wpreod ab sech & conferenze, |ris
crucial that any nalional canfercme. do be
traly represeatative, shinald be upEn Lo
ali Charter groops spd other scganisations
working en the degnands and nat be
rosiric e fo trsdes council defegaivg. The

, Confegence agroed io contict these twa

Bodied 1o emsure that this would ke the
vas

Tz Conferencs also beard cxamples
Froim various growps of (heir suppert work
in sbrugghes on the shap Doar. Bristol
WWOC ke working with the women fobae
o workers lrom Wills, The Bront Wiwoo
are aclive in the dispulos ot Hoovesa gl
Ansouid bl Al Lomation.

It wue explained thil the Charear Can-
paLipm. shoiald not only respend 19 sroggkes
g on, hul alse belp inl s staggles
In many cazes fhe crpuerience gained by
women wikers ioa el en an ecancmis
demmnd such a8 sghal pay hes acied as 4
crfulVEl Do o preater canseionsmess zhant
ol demands mased in 1he Clurter,

AUTONOMY
A mesarge of solidari Ly s Lo he s=nt oo
the wsmmen watkers al Hoiwvers gnd ai
AmseE ] Aularmaticn fraim the Women
In Soedialism Comfereies, lopecker with
L £55 rmdsed chers: Vor the hard sidi Fuds.

it Faizoner

ghear destitute aving na nicena ol in-
v whatgoerer, Bronl Toedes Cowneal
has protested tocthe Degartment af So-
T Trades Council has als
urged the Dasimct Commamdtder of the AUVEW
bo ke schion over the lock-cut gewl wiiiien
o Tony Bean alsoul [he concern aver
rodundaneies The Trudss Ceancil is wlwa
lieljtog, wlds Tnanckal aid,

Sinty pereent of the wark foree ne
Adsoclated Avtonpalion ace woten many
af whin are bluck, Wamoen fram the
Brent Working Womens Charlor Campaign
attended the mass mesting on invitation
fram the alsop slewantd comusilies and
plams are underway For 2 jaint meeting
af weneen workes: foo 1he Factory znd
Irazm the Hoower lack-out

Messnges of support and moncy To-
A, Foxgd, 21 Stanboy Park Debve, Wembley,

Wil

INGRID FALCONMER

il Beeatily.

praperly’,
NEW TRIAL

Sibos thatl picket, Paal Foot il Sae-
folisd Wowker have beerr ssverchy ih by
the counie Por their reperting of the Janis
Foreos vase. To avaid the lesadistic mistake
mude by 15 in relving smpdy on g sood
case Tl ACL) i campripning 1O make
the Davil May (rial -which openson 16
December —a fecus for actlan by media
trace mninmisis.

The unplicaoinns of this case are probs
ibly more serives than seon the Paol ot
jadgement. 1T Dovid May is Tound puwiliy,
i el neegn 1hat po journalist could nse
amy materal not ohimred Lhrough recapil-
L, “offleial’ ehannils

The ACTH i calling Tor & piczed al e
Wy trinl on 16 Dacanben. and 5 algo ang
[ amising & puhlic meeting Lo foci atlention
arand Uhess issues on Wadaesday |1 Dec-
sier at L00pe in the S Brids Ingiiiue,
Aride Lame, London ¥O4, Speakers ime-
sred invlude Bddie Layden M. Ron
Bnawvaled (aditor of thi .Ir.l.u.f.lm'!l.u'l anid
Fnmonn McCann,

A majar paint of discwession ol ts
mueeting i Ry 1o be arownd the questicn
af peasible industrial action of sone: farm
il David May is imprisoeed or beavily Tines

CARL GARGMER

i
-

Qpan: 108 wesidays,

o New from

AED BOOKS, 97 Caledonian Road, London N1 SET.

10.20-5, 20 sarsrdays. 01-273 86534,

Aay value svsilable, Each tocken costs
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for bhooks to fece value at Red Boaks,
(i person o by mail crdar).
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Labour conference

LEFT DAMPS
DOWN THE FIRES

Morgan Phillips, one-time general
secretary of the Labowr Party, used
to boast that the British Labour
Party owed more to Methodism than
Marwism. Last week Labour wenat
home —ilo London's Central Hall,
the home of Britsh Methodism.

As the Conference plodded along
in it ethereal surroundings, the Gov-
ernment was giving a more earthly
demonsiration of how to keep cap
italism functioningscross the road
in the Howse of Commons. The
“brave” reforme of democratic snc-
talizm b already been busied by
Healey's Budget. Mow the ‘dewoc
racy’ 5o cherished by the Fabians
and left” alike wus being wiped oui
by Jenkins" Bill.

Mo movemen| swe pt the Cond-
erenot apainst Jenkins" draconian
measures. Wilson and company conld
&fford their smug expressions. The
Aefit” of the Labouwr Party Mational
Exccutive dutifully pulled ihe dele
galed inlo hine

The Trbune Group hawked their
bliemlmy hearts around the Confer
racg 1o get Merlys Reoa off 1he hook
and bo bt bemiamn whbrah o pole
taroe gl the opponhon to the

war in Ireland

On the contentious sue of party
democracy it was also the “1={t" who
scurried to the platform jo reseue
the reght. An stlempt to make MPs
submii themselves for re-seleciion
b thetr constiluency partics was
defeated with the help of the ald
Bevaniie lan Mikardo, His comment
was: “[hvorce should never be easy’

The threatened walk out by the
left apninst Helmul Schmidt's pro-
Market speech did not materiabise,
Inetcad the MPs responded to Schm-
it's gag writers and their oppositoen
turned into well-mannered chuckies.

Shrewsbury was o carcfully siage-
managed atfair. George Smith,
UVCATT General Secretary, moved
& prois resolution calling for the
refease of Warren and Tomlingon,
The spokesperson for the executive
then explained the formula opreed
with the 'left’: thal only the Home
Secrelary “hod the power Lo recom:
mend the exercike of the Eoval
Prevopetive of remit part of the
sentence, bul the execunve inlended
1o Iry 1o persusde the Home Secpet
afy to recoenmend the use of the
preroginve

Il ke “civilised” and “Hieral® M
Jenkirm remains unconvineed by

the persuasive elogquence of the
WEC, nobody suppested what 1o do
nexl,

REMITTED

On defence, Mikardo did his res
et gt npein. Inreply (o the Orping-
ton resolulion calling for defence cuts
of at least L1 000million, Mikardo
promised thai the NEC *would cast
o close, careful and critical eve’ ovet
the coming defence review, The Orp
ington ressiution was then dutifully
remitied to the NEC,

Il was Lena Jeger, anather MEC
menther with ‘left’ pretensions, who
replicd for the KEC on Clay Croas,
Her attitude was that the matter
should stimply be discussed with the
NEC and noted right-winger Antony
Crossland, Under this “left’ cover the
Labour leaders-managed 1o pet @
mation exempting the Clay Cross
cx~ouncillos from aoy financial
penalty soundly defeated,

During the debate on South Afr
ica, Joan Lestor encouraped the del-
egates that & break was on the way
Mo soower had the delegates got
bome than it was cléar that the Lab-
our Cabinet had no intention of
making such a break.

Roy Mason, Secretary for Defence,
hos made thet etystal clear. All Lab-

I.l.!h:n: Conlerence delagetes seemesl eaniant to allow the releass of the Shrewsbury _. depend on the aloglisnce or 1;I1l
distam future, rank-and-fite militants gtherad outgicde had other eas

BAKERS STRIKE FOR

LIVING WAGE

By KEVIN BARKE, Bakers' Union
shop steward and strike commities
miember, Barton's |Bazlldon| Bakery

Am ndult hpker's wage for the bagic shift
pattern of M howrs i 8 mee £23.80 per
Wik, This is oovwhess near a living wage,

Wewere tlred of muiting for 3 poalifre
e Fromm Our mniom iesdees, a0 we cnme
aent vy mensd Fickl strfloe. Now fhey ave
heen fareed 40 call all-out Retion,

At our annual comference this year,
the unbod caecutive was inandated
negotiale bor L0 for 40 howrs, equal
pay For women, Full rate g8 |8, o end b
Bunday working, and an extre week’s hod.
Idny. The emplovers’ reply o thic was a

L L N T

uRian ey ive meommendisd accepiunce
it was overwhelmingly defeated,

Mnny bakeriss then cadled for a nat-
ozl strike, and sonme came out anoffic-
ially. But our executive wanied T Thags
otiations. snowe pod round the tabie with
the empdoviens omee again. All Chat fapy-
wned was thet they made the same alfer
a5 tfore, ondy they: would include our
threshold imto gar basic wage,

iMie offer wus then put to another
ballof, and was once more overshelin-
ingly thrown aut even though the exec
iive had again recommensded accepanc.
The calfs for 4 natonal officis atrike bec-
anve demlening. But tlse union bursanerpis’
response waa skmply o call For yet mose
negntintions abimg with an overtime ban

ety Across fhee coUnIry wE cRInG OEL Sy
way, And we poon lofced (e bureaucmts
o chiigge thedr fune!?

Through the uss of Aying pickets we
pirsiaded mosd of the bakerics in this area
fo join the wnofiscial action. New we ane
trying to bulld a sivong beeal eadership by
oo Inating ihe aciivifies of ihe varisus
sirike Commitiees. This will help us fo e
sist amyr selbout moves by ihe bunucrals,

Stidens hete will nbso irean that we
will be in a srong posibion @ couiner une

A lactice which the employers will nse
b whip up shoppers” feeling aguimt us. We
will have fo put out our cwn eafcrisl ex-
piaing the way in which they ams irying to
wse Hhid dispurte do ged the Governmecat fo

TR

ForEE e 4 priee mereass which wall wristect 1
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ouT has made isa woolly statemant
of intent, Future policy will depend
On negotintions with South Africa,
Those nesorations have nod even
atarted. Al léasd Mr Mason should
be grateful to Leator for keeping the
delepates at bay during the Confercace.
Even on Chils the left did its best

leov make excuses for the Government's
appalling record: Judith Harl, re plying

to criticisss about the decision to
allow the Chilean Government until
E983 to repay £24 miillinn of e

L1334 million debi, elaimed that "the
initial negotiations were taking ploce
when the Labour Government came
to power lost February.” True, bui
the sctusl decirion was not made until
March, more than three weeks after
Labaour ook offGoe.

CONTEMPT

As the right wing waiched wicly ii-
cofcealed contempt the anlics of the
leli to ‘unite’ the party, they opealy
boasted that ihey intended to go their
own wiy. Callaghan was guite blunt
and brutal aboul the EEC. He explai-

ned that ‘whotever o speclal conference

decides would bot be binding on the
Crovernment'.

Healey said: *The Goveramen| will
have bo teach its own conclusions on
the Common Market terms’. Just to
make sure that evervone got the mess
age loud and clear, he added: “There
cannot b any party Conference ihat
can bind the Government of the day
on what it regards s the national
interest,’

Many of the pro-Marketeers ore
now dropping their ofgnel nostuity
to the referendum on the Common
Maskat, Short’s conference speech,
the tough line of Healey and Calla-
ghan, and Wilson's positions give
them confidence that providing a
deal can he worked out with the
BB partners, then the Labour
leaders will throw their weighi
behind Britein staying in Burope,

Even during the Conference the
right wing feli able to poon the
offensive. At 0 mecting oulside the

Conference, Reg Prentice made an

impatsicaed plea for @ *permanent
incomes policy”. His speech was
comcpled with his wsusl inveetive
apdinst the Jeft”.

Mr Predibice does not even {oel
grutelul 1o his collzapues on the
MEL. He recognises that their cap-
ttulation just makes it eagier for
the elght wing to get on with the
essential task of saving British cap-
1lalism,

DISCONTENT

Underneath the surface disconi-
ant and reseninent npainst Labour's
righl-wing policics was growing,
Many rank and file members wanted
inti-vapitalist policipa. Bui as long ss
cpgosiliod is jisl channefled into res
olutions inside the Labour Party and
dertands that fhe Cabinet and the
NEC fight for socialsal policies, i
will be bureaucratically throtrled.

All the bip strugeles of the work-
g clags in the recent period hawe
bzen sgainet the poticies of (he Lab-
our Crovernment,

[he wiges battles have been ag-
ainar Lakour™s social contract, The
fight of the Clay Cross councillors,
the strugple to free the Shrewshury
workees, the movemeni o get the
trocps oot of Ireland and now the
resistunce to Jenkins® Bl all vialent-
Iir clash with the Labour Governs
nven s policy.

Local Labour Party aclivisés have
Lo argociale |hemselves with those
siruggies. But that is nor just a mai-
ter of individually supporting them

<ps many in fact do— it means that
they must make every effort to win
over their logal parties gr orgamisss-
ions to gve full and unstinting mat-
erial support.

Labour Party members must en-
aure that they and their crganisations
openly ldentify themselves with thess
fighls, The right wing can only be
fought succesfully by turning the
local parties towards involvement in
the real sirugges of the working class

Bob Penningtan

e

MASS PICKET CALLED
|FOR PREBBLE’S

Phatos: CHR IS DAY IES | Azpart

DEFEND THE RIGHT TO PICKET!

The recent anti-pickeds ruling by Judge
Frrbes in the case brought by PEQPETTY
epecwlatory Frebble's hps come as g apevial
Hmas bonus far the Llington polioe.

They now have complede autharty e
prevent any person with a placard fram
slanding an a pavement, Bul ihe Prebibilc's
pickst conbiouss, with the palic: showing
how ‘reasonabls” Biey are b allawing sin
prople 0 walk sp snd down an the adpe
af the pavement,

HRegsomahle? Last week 1y pushed
'encuss” pickets inda n nearhy cafe and
volused 1o led them codne out br all Hud
they are worried about arresitne any mors
Tenmitls far Faar of sparking olf & giant pe-
silion fram the local Blaur mowemeat,

Om 16 Naverber, sight dava afier the
Frrbes raling, rhe pedice sslecred fawr
Imnceeent peacefu! pickets fed carted them
ol do prison. As news of [his spread Jocal
anger hean (o mounl, wio the Lemwis
held a noisy plokel outside the police arar-
ban, Thi= tlirau: the ciFe Sude marndeof o

cased (thaugh the charges wersn't droppedi
The offenshe aginst civil liberties
lsunched by the state through its judisial
“arm is now forsing the Talingion Tenants
Campaign te devedop Hnks wich ofhier
proups undef af kick, 2nd 4 start has been
made by linking wp with the Dagenlamn
Shrewshuary Defene Commall tee. Tt it
i vital 10 ugite wih ¢ther greaps now
threatened such g the Irish repabdicans
and Jeit-wing peliticdl onmnisation,
Aounited ditpaien agalingr the “srong
state' mewsures of the Labowr Goverimen
isupported by the Labenr Parry con ference)
ia the oy effective methed of selFdelence.
As port of this campaign. ihere will be
& mass picket outalide Prebhie’s offlce ai
LOB/S Upper Streed, bslington this saturday
7 Drscomirer, sturting st 10, 30wms A sumber
of trades councils, trade union brasches,
and temmnts’ pssociations are slresdy spon
suring dhis sction. There will also be a pic-
ket ouiside O1d Sirest Magiciates Cour

o T e o . mmma o



ZIONIST
PLATITU

Tha beiter you published from Mapam
IBadd Week'y, 31 Qorobaer) cormists ol
e ptalewt Ziominh platitudes

Far example, Jobn de Frece amesnges
i pmm off a9 gerioud analyiis The sisgger-
ey e ioen That "Jeves ore oppressed by
B raling class'. The fact that the dewssh
EownuniTyY BN Thet counry @ Msall disiged
s differeni socad classs=s with sharp
%y opposs=d interests i evidently beyard
= comprehersion at our “socialis”
Faoredl Arad iy

Lrpmigm, ik & tree, it e response ta
e swimtence of anti-semitiam. But whad
@ Frece fails to point out & that Zlan-
e mewaly Enti-eaniliem, 11 Jews el
R afy Thesir countries ol residence,
v would the Zanist organisations
RN 10 Faiie such Pugs wurms ol man-
w5 A Jonin lssders have @id on more
Bheen one DCCAsion, anti-semitiem s, with-
- ety walul, Dessn't i1 halp "l
e 1l cobesson of the Jewsh people’
ol “dnpel the myth of assimitlation™?

Tha revolutionary 180, which b
st 1o alert the vanpuard of the lab
e muwement 1o tha fascisn deanger, W
sl by e Frece o alisnating 35%
o bw Jewth comimunity by virtue of
o - Jonia atend on e Middls East
e slmord logic! 'Would de Frece sm
Sty grgue that the refusal af tha ket
" Eappnet (e protestant amcendancy in
e sorth of Ireland is responsible tor
e ssacTicnary ideas of the prisester
L T 7

Macmm's Bpooray knows no boumds

T haey clairm o spesk for The Sewish work
ing clags: yet in brael they pesticipats
a Government which bas just drastically
cilt tha liwing standards of tha el
weorking class. In London Mapam joim
with the left in demonstrations againss
the Chilaait junta) in lgraes i1 W ot ol
# coaliticn which include: the Nationa!
Redigious Party, a party of clerical reasc
thon wehich has very amicabile relations
wailly the Finochst ragima.

If Mapam wishes to partcipsts in
arti-fascist demomstrations, the revalw
tenary et ahaild it no abstscles in
P vy, AT Ul skive Tieng, Bepalir . el

must expose their daily suppore Tor mil-
iTary annexatian and terree in the Mid
die East

Tha labaur movemant (a0 this caunt-
r¢ Feg & corsistent recard of pro-Zion-
g For the Lakour reformists, left and
Fight, suppgrt Tor Zraniam is 89 articla
of faith. The stalinists sit quite hapoily
with Mapam in "Likaratban’. Bul the
Trotskyists must cantinue 19 fight Zhan
iern @s mn agancy af imperialism and the
enemy of Jewish and Araby workars
alike —BOB SLANEKY, London

how can

ign be taken

Somo of the points ratsed in the letoer
you published last week on the Work-
ing Women's Charter | Rad Wieckly 21
Movemibar) sppasr (o b6 ralsvant to (ke

Hawwar abrikers — appeal for financial asd squashad at Hackney eanfarence

More about living struggles please!

Although | agrea with many al the ides
mxpressad in Aed Weekly, these ideas sesm
o b iivorced from living strupghes. #s an
sxammple of what | maan, 1ake the idea that
bospital workers must reject banus schames
wned ke totally inadeguate wage claime the
frwde union bares et are nogotiating on
war bsabaif, These bamus sehaemes ara desig-
s T inersase work-load, s that tha codll
g of 1ha NHS can bo popeesd ovar &1 aur
comt

Az & hoapital anoillary warkeer, | vitnass
weary day what this amownts te. 1n tha hos-
petal | work bn, Isonus sehimes have been
rought in to the kitchens, These schame
etturags low staffing levels, as the bonus
g up if you sre undoerstatted. Tha tara-
mn EncouTapes endarsialiing 5o that the

bonus riaes.

Tha rasil is o terrific wark boad:; dinna
in bl -cald left owers from the patient
maale: the shift is a 10-haus 5Tt hecmiss
of the parmanant shartegs of staff, Last
vinok & yoairg lakian workes was soriousiy
Injidrad in o car orash after wssle of work-
ing mtendad shitis and ovartime.

A1 thes shme time other hospimi porters
are working to storo expensing wines from
Franece and Ges meny, and ssimon from
Seotland for the private patients wing in
this hosptad.

Bahirvd tha phrases lies a complicated
living reality: 1o grasp thar reslity and |
itspeak Is surely an important part of rau-
oliftiangry journalmm, and a part | fine
sadly laoking in Red’ Weskiy. — 1, REFD,
Lordan

way in which the Charter Campaign in
paing carrigd fadtware in Hedomoy.

Sayeral sisters from the Brent Waork-
ing Waman's Charter Campalgn (BYWWCC]
atiended the Hachnéy Charter Canfaranss
hald recantly. WMo were very dissppointed
at the autcomda—ar rathar lack af v, T rsa,
the disosssion which took place wes very
uaalul and many inTarasting Wsues were
raised. But anly secormomndelion: ward
parmiviad, thases having 10 Be put to the
Trades Council to scoepd or rajact,

Tha conference was thus powerless
1e iake apy msaningful decisions. This
mams to be dus to the fact that the
magarity of Hetkney Trades Couneil hava
farled to wnderstand the sgnificance of
tha Warking Womsn's Charar.

O course the role played by trada
wiEng i A vital ans, but one of the
mst significant points aboui the Work-
ing Woman's Charter is that it attempis
ta wairs militants in the trade uniorm
wATh Thse i other arganisations fight-
ing Tar the demands rassad In the Char-
ter. To channel all activity throaigk tha
alfieisl trade wnion structures is o miss
this pint.

BWWICC m currantly angséae in act-
ive support work for the Hoover work-
ars looked out by management from the
factary in Perivale, West London. One
aspact of this pupport has Bbeen To org
amit @ gpaaking Tour, by the Hoover
whap stawares, 1o twenty of the madn
Tucsl Factories in ordar 1o gain salsdarity
from other sctions of sorksr.

Sigtars rapormed on this 1o the Haok-
ney Conference. The Hoover warkear
are in desparato need of financial sup
port, and tha BYWWWCELE attempied at the
Conferenoe to make an appeal for mon-
sy and mesepis of soliderity. But this
was deliberately squashed by the Sec-
wirddery OF The Trakes Caunedl, who
eounterposed to this the taking of o
colbiscticn Tos tha Trade Cowmcll funds,

Hackneey Trades Council shoulbd fol-
Iow the lead given by Erant Tradas Coun
cdl in comerotaly supparting the acivs)
strisgales of woman workerd, as wall aa
broadening aut the Charter Campaign
im thair locality to ENCcOMpESs Wamen's
qroups, temarts' associations, arsl athar
organisations working an the demands
af the Charter, — INGRID FALCOMER,
Hront.

STATEMENT BY FORMER
S. LEFT OPPOSITION

We have received the following public statement from the Steering
Committee of the former Left Opposition tendency of the Intern-

ational Sociclizls,

[in 16 Mowsmiber 1he 15 Cartrod Comim:
issian rejRcted the appeal for reinsinrement
by the expelled Left Oppositier an the
grounds that ow eontinued memierenis
wokdd lead 1o more grohblems end divisiors
within 15, Our expulsion régiasenis 3 rew
srage in the degeneratian of 13 it an -
elevant sect, Al the Contrel Commigsicn
manting aur represeriatives poiaved ot
that the Basis of demodratic cantralism is
that anly by peditical strugole withenan
organisation can 1he correct policy emange.
The petit-bowrgsais feer of open political
discussson that charaererizes the IS |ead-
prship bas stilled the politscal e of the
geoap, and led 10 the deniopment of a
brirsmucsaiic centralism that is deiving outl
|75 revodutionary mamiers

The ralussl 1 &llow dehare within the
organsation |5 of course a conseguencs of
the ovarall rejaciiaon af the Leninist conc
cption of a markist party of the mael class-
onssitus wiorksrs, whash analyses the
poditical situaticen and from this analyeia
warks aut and fighes for a political prog-
rmime tor thie elass. Beoause |5 ponsbdors
that political consciousress develops spon-
mnecisty mut ot mifitancy; it saes The Task
of a perty 2= organsational, mersly gener-
aliging and bringing toger e warkars -
uyyles. This is why it sees pelitical criteism
as & thraat 1o its eydryday veork ratker than
wart of the process of dewsloping & correct
ki, 11 i glio why i1 rnds up talling the
class.

Crur representathees at the Cornrod Gom-

LABOUR’S

milsshan repeatad our view that the réjast-
ion of tha theory, of imperislism and the
thoory of perssanant revclution in favaur
of "Lha permanent.arms sconcmy” and the
“inevitability of seate capitalism in the third
wild® witre unjustified sdapaations to the
apparent stability of the 19505 and 1608,
Frncisely becauss they ar basicaily ‘radical’
versiang ol ourgeois theory, they canrat
excplain the re-amergence of the crisis of
capitalism in i1 classscel imperialist form,
and instead thay ancourage the drift of 15
povwsarcs @ radical el cemist But non-rsrxisT
AT,

e ware propaned toremain mamibars
renly an-the besis that we could challangs
the reformist tepdancy of 15, The rejection
of our appeal shows that thare is no hope
of a healthy divelopment of [5, W eall an
all revolutiorssias st in 15 to follae el
aist of the group.

Tha present crisis ol international cap-
italism ard of British capitalism in partic-
ular rakss i1 all the more urgent (et cam-
raos dewote themeslwes tirsiessly to the
beuildirg ol & revalutionary mevement. it
ik no gand weaiting tor @ revalutisnary org-
ANTEATLON Lo avipd spantansouily, It s only
by drenloping a thoraugh snderstanding
of The present crisis, and tha sirengths and
waen kninssns af the British and indesrmational
aoeialisl mossasnis, thet the palitical Lasis
far swch & revelstiorary organistion can
b Bald,

It i 40 Uhesas pashs that wes are addrass-
ing curselyves, without at this stage taking
a delinire poasitian in relatian 1 the athay
Trodskyist groups.

BETRAYAL

IN IRELAND

Listersrs io “The World a1 One' an BEC
rechie on 10 Nowarmbss weill Bave Mheasd
Enceh Powsll give voice to the secres fear
which iz shared by rmany far-sightad socis-
lists,

He stated that hn'draws desp satisfac-
tion” tar himeall and his party of the g
Lrame rig‘ht in Morthern trefand tram ‘thi
armission |n vhe Cussi's Speech of any
relerance ta the Irish dimension’. Mora
orninous STl thig el but HevertFeless as-
ruitg pad farsighted politician attached
great significanen to The vaocds "soma Tarm
of poveRr-gharing far Northern ireland,
which was referred ta in The exposition ol

MG GAY GROUP: Comtact 1 Riils,
153 Woodhooss Lene, Laads,

'BRITISH LEYLAND - An Ecoromic
Frpait’, pamphier an the background
Lt Lheé present Grigs ingide BLMNC, 10p
per ooy, send cash with order 101 72,
Cambridge Raad, King's Heath, Birm
irgharm.

‘NATIONALISATION or Exprapriation’
second editian of pamphiet produced in
1973 by tha Liguin Cemmuaiste, French
section of the Faurth Internatigaal, 100
o eapy, send cash with order ta 72
Cambridge Raad, Kiryg's Hasth, Birer-
inghan.

SHEFFIELD RED CIRCLES: Ewary
Waanasday ar 7.30pm in the Lian
Hetsl lcarmer af The Wicker snd Mur-
sary Srranr),

LOMNDON RED FORLUME: Mex: ane i3
on Tuesday 19 Decembar at Spey in Lini
erzny of Landen Lnion, Males 82, WC1—
Faom IF. Toapic! "Arganting”,

SEXIEN, BEXUALITY and Class
Strupple’ — new parnphist incli=gng
intenew with French weamesn bank
waor kpre. praduced by Bristol |MG
far Fed Weekfy Fund Driva, Single
copies 15p inc p&p, or 10 cagies For
£1 post frew. Order from: Jo Aay, 4
Eadmirtun Road, Bratol 2, or KoK
Corp., 20 Villa FApad, Landen SE24.

FOR SALE in aid of Red Weekly Fund
Dirive; postry boak “Lags Sumemer s
Criary’ by Rabert B Findlay, Sernd Fp
far ook and postage |with addrass) 1o
Bofy, Hoynes Tower, Flat 1, University
af Essex, Colchestar,

phl Gt Pimian s evienene

Tor thioss T imemibsery ol the Labaar
r-'l"" who thow concern Tor the long
negincted Irish people, it was tike havinga
paeral T abdul 8 canesrous grossth sud-
denfy canfivmed by an emvinan spacialiar,
it is ta be hoped that the Tribune Groog
will b= awakened by the srmell of betrayal
wiich is sarping out,

Surely they will resist any conegsirssy
to nand aver the longsuffering mirarity
1o vha Lovalst right wing, and will not be
Boddwinkad by wama farm” of posar-
sharing facade decorated by a fuew castle
cArAnlice. — NLAL, Birmingham,

ACTION COMBMITTEE for the Da'enca
of Jourralist pable meeing, Weds 11
Decernber at 7 prr in 56 Brida Institute,
Bricle Lane, Landan EGA4. End polices &
stata intarfardace in the modial Btog tha
Cawid May triall

COMRADES |13 o murel ===k cheap
selfcantaired Flasnoiss, Soerhy
central Lordan preferred. Contace
Wal, 83T B384 {dayl],

COULD ANYBODHY who hes beer hblack-
ligted by ereployers |e. Doen prevenceg
from getting ather armploymant sfer ey
imz & job) please contace Box BWSTE; Bop-
g to comgilo a dowgier 0 expdss this; for
A Matiors| Seunct for Civil Libeeries <im
paign; 2l cammunications will be treated
i L nscessary confidentizlity.

WATFORD RED FORLUMS: Fortnightly
in the Grean Mait, Watlard High Streec.
Mext meeeting, Morday 8 Decemnibper !
Debate an the naw regrasiive e,

SOCIALIST WOMARN

Maw issue now out, with articles on
the Charter campaign, the NLUS
womean’s campaign, the soolallam
and women confarence, women and
fasciam.

Eingle copies 10p 410 or more, 8o
gach including postage—or Bp if
picked up direct) from:

RED BOOKS, 97 Caledonian Road,
Lendan M1,
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TROOPS OUT
OF IRELAND !

e

The hypocritical response of the caprtalist press and
the politicians 1o the Birmingham bombings, carefully
ignores the daily harassment and murder of Catholic
workers in the North, and the figure grows each day.

Ever since British troops were sent to [reland on a
“civilising mission’ 300 years ago, the story has been the
zame. Cromwell began the process when his army mas-
sacred 30,000 at Drogheda. The terror of the British
army 50 years ago, in the fancy dress costume of the
Black and Tans, continued it. Thiz gory thread of
British imperialist history in Ireland, has been re-tied
many times since — especially since 19649,

The same reactionaries who now scream for more
repressive laws, hanging and shooting, conveniently
forget the terror meted out by British troops against
the Irish people, Ask the 11 children of Mrs Emily
Grove, who was blinded and had most of the bones in
her face broken by a rubber bullet fired at point blank
range. Ask the families of those workers murdered by
paratroopers in Derry on Bloody Sunday. Ask the
internees and their families.

TERRORISM
USED FOR

POLITICA

Ask those psople who the terrorists are, ask them
who caused the “troubles’ in Ireland, and ask tham it
they think British troops have any right to be in Ire-
land in the first place. The answer would come back
loud and clear: British troops in Ireland are imper-
ialist troops, they are oppressive troops, and they have
absolutely no right to be there,

Since the formation of the Northern Ireland state-
let in 1922, British imperialism has fosterad the most
vicious sectarianism, between Protestant and Catholic.
Seldom can a state have come into existence with
such barbarity. Endless curfews and shootings foll-
owed the setting up of this totally artificial division
of Ireland.

Mow that British imperialism looks at its neads in
Ireland slightly differently, the sectarian divisions have
become a harmful nuisance. The monster created by

SCRAP LABOUR'S
REPRESSIVE LAWS !

the British imperialists is bayond their contral: the
protestant ultras still see the only solution to ther
problems in terms of blocking any steps forward on
the part of the Catholic workers.

Labour would have liked to draw the whale of lre-
land together in some ‘federal solution’ and allow the
government of the South to police the whole country
in the interests of British capitalism. Tha loyalist strike
smashed this dream,

Since the steps towards a “federal solution” were
destroyed, Labour's emissary of impanalism in lre-
land, Merlyn Rees, has tumed once again to the trad-
itional allies of British imperialism in Imland — the
loyalists. The whole idea of ‘power-sharing’, however
vague, has been dropped; the security forces have
been massively increassed; the loyalist para-military
groups have been allowed to recruit to these "official’
bully-boys and aven further increase their control
over them.

The imperialist policies of the Labour Government
are beginning to turm an appallingly bloody situation
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into a real bloodbath. Such a bloodbath is guarantead
if the British army remains in the North of Ireland
and succeeds in disarming the Republican population.
British workers must realise that the longer the troops
stay in Ireland, the more Irish workers will die and
the more likely it becomes that the war will spread to
England, in one form or another.

That is why trade union militants must take up the
call that is beginning to come from small sections and
individuals in the labour movement: “take the situation
out of the control of the military and place it in tha
hands of the labour movement’ as a member of the
TGWLU Midlands Executive has put it. This call has al-
ready been echoed by Labour MP Jock Stallard, and
by the District President of the Manchester AUEW.

The Labour Govarnment prefers a different app-
roach, Their new lews are indeed "draconian’, but they
nave confused many workers. Acceptance of these
laws ties workers to Labour's “solution” of increased
repression and prevents them from understanding
that the only real solution lies in British withdrawal
and Irish self-determination.

Moreover, such laws constitute a powerful new
weapon that reactionaries can use to split British and
Irish workers. We should also remember that the con-

STOP THE MOVES
TOWARDS A
POLICE STATE'!

spiracy laws were first revived by the state to deal
with alleged ‘bombers”, but they soon found another
target — the Shrewsbury pickets. The Irish may pay
the price for these laws today, but British workers
will recaive the bill tomorrow.

Militants in the trade unions must act now. The
right have beemr able to make the most of recent events
precisely because of the confusion in the British worlk-
ing class on the question of Ireland and the struggle of
its workers for self-determination.

Red ieekly § December 1874 Pae 5
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POLITICAL

The tmporizace of the ban on the
IRA s not feped (Tor this reasom Lhe
police have not been too enthusastic
aboul it} but politieal. 1t will help
cregte g wilch-hunt atmosphen: in
this country against the Irish com
mianaiy and all supporiers of the

siruggle of the lrsh pecple. Certninly
thime who busied {hemoelves denmoun-
cing "illega] immiganis” after the
House of Lords ruling that the immi-
gration Acl was refrospective will
niow have a field day turning in 'ITRA
members.

This section could become far
maare danperous il Jenkins—or some
future Home Secrefary —daecides 1o
add tor the list ol ‘proscribed’ organd-
sations. The new law allows lim to
ban ‘uny organisation I8af appears o
hira to be concernad in terrorisem
pocurring in the United Kingdom and
cuanoeted with Mortheen Irish affairs.
OF in promotiRg o encowraging it
{our cmphasis). This clawss is so
open-cnded Lhat it allows the Crovern-
ment, throwgh the Home Secretang to
freely ban any group (e oppodes its
Iresh policy.

in the shoer tonn the most dange-
rods sections are those that allow
the police to hold suspects for leng-
thy periocds of lime2 withoul liying
charpes, and permit the Home Secre
tary to cxclude ‘suspocted rerrorists’

THE SWITCH

THE NEW LAW proposed by the Labour Government o crack down an the
Irish republican movement in this couniry gives the stute some of the mos
wweeping powers il las ever lad outside of wartime

The only peacetime precedent is the Prevention of Viclence Act introduced
by the Conservative Government in 1939, alsoin the wake of a spate of homb-
imgs conpected with the Irish situation, That Act--on which the present law is
fed to n massive wave of police lmmssiment tireciad
againal the entire lrish community in Britain

by
Chris Balfour

While Labour brings in repressive legislation, which could be used against
the labour movemant, the two Shrevwsbury pickets rot n jail. With a8 "soc-
lalist 'government like this, who needs a right-wing administration |

lrom Bratish woil

Al the moment the polie have
no [egel porwer afall o detain spyone
{or questioning - but in practice
magstrates ollow them to hold a sas-
pect for 24 hours before insisting
that i.'."'LH.IEL‘.‘- are laid, The new law
both clearly cerablishes and extends
the powers of the palica. They cin

nvw held someane whom they suapect

of beiag Involved in ferrorist activitics
for up to 48 hours at will, and for live
days mare with the approval of the
Horme Secretary.

TWO PROVISIONS
L practice there will be Hide dif-

lerence between these two provisions,
since the Home Secretary will have 1o
hase his decizsion o the recommenda
tions of the police. So, az long as they
ilon’t overdo if, the police can now
kecp & prlsoner an custody For i weck
without any. worries.

According toa “Former colantal
securily offiver’ guoted in last Sun-
day’s Obserrer, this is the minlinwm

All together now...

MICHAEL ENGLISH, Leboiar MF, MNott-
imgham Wast: 'Some of the peopls char-
ged with mierder in conneegion itk tarr-
atist offences may b gquilty of an affence
which i still & capital offence, 18 it an
acciden] or design that thiay are neeer
charged with that offencsel’

JLL KENIGHT, Consarvativa NP, Birm-
ingham Bdghaston: ‘Wil e [the Home
Secratary| also accept vhat there is a de-
rrand Guisics (R Hoiss In 1he country
that persors guilty of tha crirme of 1.
orism should Face capital punishmentd
AMDREW FALULDS, Labour MP, Warlay
East: 'When tempers ke coaled tha
Commons shauld be giver a chance ko
delats tha re mtraduetion of capital
punishment for crimés of this kind,

REGINALD EYRE, Conmervative MP,
Hall Grasn: "The feelirg of revulsion

af the people in Birmingham i3 5o graarn,
mothing iess Than tha raimgosition
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Andrew Faulds — 'hring back

af the desth penalty far terrorism warl hanging'.
be acoepced. .
R Wenkiy B Decumber 1074 Page &

lime needed "o break a man by con
wentional police interrepation'. But
*hreaking' means much mom than
simply oblaining information -t
MEans geiing suspects into g state
whare they will agree with just about
iny thing, especialiy il thay are as
pavchiloglcally disturbed as the Spe-
ciul Branch's lntest ‘catches’ - Judith
Ward ind Sean (FConnell
The new powers which the Home

Seqretary has Lo degort suspecicd
terrorists are alsn very ominous. They
exist over and above the powers that
alreacy exist under he Imedgraticn
Act, cam be applicd againgt UK sti-
e il they weren'l horn here or
aven't Ived here for at lesst 20
cears, and cen b peed to ship peo-
plz who come from the north of
Ireland oot of Britain -even though
the Government claims it is all part
ol the “Unitad Kingdon',

Anyone whi has any illusions
thal they cin counl on the ‘good
senge’ of Roy Jenkins and the Lahb-
our Ginvernment o see that these
swotplng powers are used in mode-
rafion is dremning. The Laboa
Gioveriment proved itsell in the pas
ruite willing to go to whalever ex-
fremes necessary 1o defend the
inberests of Heittsh impecialisn.

But Lahour's hand 1% not ewen
fiernly on the thrattle this tme. 1t
wits nosl @i accidenl thal Koy
Jenkins, when presed in the Flouse
of Commans about the exact mean
ing of certain of the more complex
marts of his” lw, had fo admil that
he didn't know what they meant|
Mo that Labour's legal brain, Atcor-
nay General Sam Silking colld oy
et ble that he "agreed with the
Hlovme Secretary . As Lha Chierper
revenled-on Sunday, these laws wers
drawn up under the Tories 18 months
ago hy o commiitee of Home Uffice
civil servants

WITCH-HUNT

The rer! threat o the Liw is not
just what is wrirfer in it, but the
facl that it will be seen a5 & gresan
light to the Foress of the state—
the polsce and the courds i particu-
lar—to laupch 8 massive witch-hunt
against all the supporiors of the leish
siraggle in this country, without have
i:15 [ worry afroul resistaines [fom
the Labhour Government .

The police will moi move fntao
high-gear righl away. For a while
they will play it eool, Jest 1oo sud-
clen o move should arouse opposition
within the lnbour movement and
catze the Govermoment to waver, Bui
if the Wbour movemend docs not
begin Lo display opposition to this
new law, then the state will make iis
mow e, That s why it is extremely
urgent thal & massmve campaign
agninst the law is opencd g R,

WILLIAM CRAIG, Ulster Unionist MP,
Bl liesy Eadl: “You may rRly O Gur gup-
part Tor the speedy passage af the prop-
oesd Bill,”

GERRY FITT, Soc ol Democratic &
Labour Party NP, Boltast Wesi: 'The
earwheiming majorty of krish people
and the |rish race will supgort the Home
Secremary in the mossurs be hes ane-
e,

THE TRIBUNE GROUP at thelr meeting
an Wadnesday 37 Movamiber sgraed "ta
suppart’ Jenkins' Bill,

ROY JEMKINE, Homa Sacratary: Trham
DR s e dracaiman, |n combinacian
thay ard unprecedentsd in peecetime,”
SIA KEITH MOSEPH, Tory Shadew
Home Saeratary: Wa will iry Lo holp
thi Govaenmeal get the Bill chrough as
cuickly as possible.”

ALAN BEITH, Libarali MP, Barwick-oa-
Tweedd: "The Liberals waold weant to
asaisr in garhing ParlsEmentary aparoval
Tar the messures. "

DONALD STEWART, Seatiish Mation-
alisr MP, Blastarn Tebem: e baligys phees
mansre ard Tully justified by zhe pres
Bt stuation.’

ROY JEMKINE, Howes Secratery: | have
irticatesd that | hewe ne doubt that thi
weetter well Pawe 1o b, and should be,
debzted.’

Roy Jenkins —a ‘eivilisad’ r|1|;|- .Sht:r;lar.'.ll

shavws kis real calaurs,

HYSTERLA AND CHALMINISM swept the House of Commons like a
tornado last week. The Tories selzed on Jenking’ Bill with glee. This was

their kind of politics,

Capital punishment, greater powers for the police, sweeping powers
i deport —not just blacks bt now the Drishi— and overy demonstration
against the bloody war in Irefend can be made illegal, Tha Tovies had a
field day. Today [t's e frish, tomorroe i1 is the British working class.

Tha Labour MPs wara blown ower lilke 8 pack of cards. Tha cepitalist
state whistled and like well trained-dogs they came 1o heel, Prosteating
thsmseves betore the altar of patriotism, they sold cunt the workling
class. Brian Walden muttered abowt ‘vengeance’, Andrew Faulds telked
anout the relntroduction of capital punishment’,

Twnz of the Shrewshury pickets ece still in jail, The juds ai - the Faweyers

.II.I:II:H]I trade-inianist

4 qnhwn:d. Iast wn:l:.fnr HIY AR rnlrr'\-l.lri;l warvica 1o the prog e kil

Front trind to sxploit, that such understandalsle sympathy for the victims, could become o
vk ing-class and play into the hands of the boswag

FASCISTS
GET THE

SIGNAL

Fhe Birmingham bombings have cer.
tainly provided the Laboaur Govern-
ment with a pretext for strengthening

the state apparatus. But they have done

much more, They have given the las
eists in this conntry their bigsest op-

portunity since the Ugindan Asian
affair.

The more blatant actempiz by the
toscists to mahilise the moss of
wiorkers hawe (lopped miserably, The
arional Froots ezl for o ane-day
oonaral strike wenl unapswersd and
thieir “rwss Tally” against the [RA
drew a grand total of 40 peopls.
Muonetheles it would be errong o
manimige their impact ever the Lasi
Fotdnight, i

Tom Finnegan, a Mationn) Front
canclickate in the last election, has
bizzn heard repeniedly on Radio
Birmingham vrping workaes bode-
ntand the reibm of hanping. MF
mzmberd also handed oun leaflers
calling for sirike action in Biroting
ham's biggeat facloviss  including
Aatin Lengbrdae, Lucas, Dunlop,
BLMC Bover, cic.



and the police whao framed those workers have had thelr powers extented.
Mow they can start witch-hunting every opponent of the Orange statelet
ol Craig, Pownell and the sectarian bigots who finance and support therm,

Heath, Joseph, and Jill Knight are delighted, Thev hava called the tune
and Jenkins, Heffer, Fitt and their friends have dancad. Unlike the patriots
o social democracy, the ruling class s well sware that these messures can
be used to throttle the working class. At least the Tores make no pretence

about upholding workers” rights.

The Labour Ieaders end the back -bench BMPs, with thelr ursetrnly cap:
itulation to the baying of the media, the screams of the Tories and the anti-
Irish upsurge from their constituents, have calmly hended over the key
which will be used to jail working class militahts.

e Bermingham bombings. Howewsr there is a dangar, which the Natianal

led into o reactionary, anti-rish eaimpaign, whieh ebuld anly divide the

...."- STy

re repressjve la
of l.l.dlun:hfmmriu left-wing militants mhﬂdmmmnmm wmw
from work "for their own safety”.

In one Birmingham factory —part of the car componeants firm of Wilmot Breeden— the fury of
the right wing was directed against two |IMG militants. The following is an interview with one of

the comrades involved.

Howr did the right wing ai Wilmot
Breeden po about launching their
attack?

It started on the Monday after
the Birmingham bombings: Thai
aftermoon right wing elaments in
the assembly shop, where one of
s works, began to circulake rum-
ours thatl we were members of the
IR A and hod been involved in the
bexmibings.

The following day they secured
& atoppage of work in the assembly
plunt and we were advised to leave
the shop floor and go into confer
ence with the convenors. Later that
diy o muss meeting of the two shops
where we work —assémhbly and Blan
kimg— was called, We sent 2 statement
lo the meeting, but it vored 54 to 27
to have us suspended,

Was this vole representative of the
feeling in the two shops?

teot really. There are about 200
warkem it the bwo shops, bul momy
militants abstaloed in the vore bec-
ausg Lhey Enew the charges ngainst
ug were absurd and thought the
whaole thing was stupid,

Thia iz hosne owt by the f2cl thal
after the decision to suspend us was
takemn the blanking shop mel und
voted unapimously fo demand owr
reinstateinent.

Why was the right able to influence
the assemnbly workers?

You've got to appreciace the fact
that ‘the assembly plant is mainly
made op of women workers, Beca-
use of all the problems they face
and the faect that the unigns do ltele
ahout them, thoir involvément in the
wntod & prally low, This gives the
shop stewards in Lhat plant a lot of
oppurtunity to manosuvee, and that's
jast what they did st the first meet-
ing

You can get an idea of what we'rne
up sgabnat if | tell you that one of
the assembly shop soewards likes Lo
koast of the fact thal she used to he
caig ol the only six women paratroop-
ers in the British srmy,

Waa thiz the firsi time the right had
tried to pet at you?

Uh o, During the natianal ALIEW
overtioee ban they manaped to pet
the comrade who works in the amem-
by plant —s member of the Bational
Society of Metal Mechanics— sacked

,because she called for solidarity with

the ATTEW meémbers” action, She was

UNION

ather trade unionists n support of w
lizs under-cil the right wing. So we're
both going to be back at work on
Monday, und expect that we'll be
able to work without any distuption.
Has thiz sort of attack occurred in
other factories?

I perscnally know of four similar
cascs —Ivwn malitanis who hive been

RIGHT

ON THE
BANDWAGON

only reinstated atter the convenor
stepped in.
What lappened after Tuesday?

Well, 1| returned o work o the
blanking shop on Thomsday, & number
of athker shops and shop stewards
called for the reinstatement of both
of us, and talked abaut stiike action
if there was any move to sack either
of us,

That doy another mass meeting
was held —this tioe just of the ass-
ambly shop The AUEW factory
convenor tried io put our case, but
he was shouted down by the shop
steward's lackeys. S0 he denounced
the meeting a5 a put-up job and
walked out, He was supported hy
the majority of workers at the meet-
Ing who walked sut with him. The
meating then broke up in 3 shamblos.
50 what happens now?

We think that the clear-cut atand
wi fook and the principied stand ol

suspended from work at Impenal
Ml Irafostries in Witton, and an-
other two at Morton-Yilliers Priumpsh,
| also know of Lwo stewards at the
Austin Longhrdpe plant who've been
foreed fo resign.

The mansgement at IMI mst be
88 pleased as punch. because (hey've
Just had tooweather s five week mili-
tanil sirike. Mow there's a renl danger
that they can get rid of two militanbs
undar cover of the ‘outery”. from ihie
shigp fleor. 13 ionportant that rrade
unionists scross The conntry take up
such cases, and prevesi [he hosses
from taking advantapge of the ait-
uation to split the workforce and
victimise militants.

INTERVIEW BEY OUR
MIDLANDS CORRES-
PONDENT.

[IMG MILITANTS SPEAK OUT

Tha following i the statement issued to the shop floor mass meesting by the two IMG comrades at Wilmot Breeden,

At this paint in time it would seem that rumourss ane Giretad-
ating in the plant with FAEPRCT [0 Aur mippossd irmaversnt in
the bombing inciderts that took placeon Thursdsy night in
Birmirgham. In order to alarify the pasition and pur an ena 12
thess pumours we will state belows what aur real position &0 the

ISSLIE 15,

1. We are inono wey ireabvid in the bombings.

2 We &te inno way associated by membership with any ong
snisatian that may haue carvied @il these bemising,

3. We boliova that Tha raot sauis ahiad the bombings &, as
Foy Janking marad on televisicn last night, the problems in

the six counties of lreland,

4, e beliess tha basis Toe gy solution to the prablerms in
Irelarad is deperdent an the ecanomic,military and palitical

wilthdeawssl at British Poscss from lealand,

5. 1t is qrue that i the early baurs af Friday morning our bause
was raided by the Specal Brarsh, who took asay guantities
of mauss poiton, ool lotaps, materials ased far motor bike
repairs and sama written metariale, newsmpars, hand Bl and
ealttings fram the Sirmuraharn Evervng Mail. We have not boen
charged with any offence, and heve Independent wi TresEn,
Ingluackrdg wnigs otficiels, as to oor whereabouts o0 Thursday

right.

B, The only reason we can put behind these iqcidants is that
wa are inveclvad B he ravement far sithdrowal of British
trapps from Irslard and rie deubt in the epes ol the security
forces This puts Us under suspiclan, as it no doubt does any

other parson who holds Hess vides,

unianists.

Tha Troops Gut Movernent is a fully Fegsl organistion
whichiis in a0 way connectsd with the B4, it includes in its
sponsarsh p six Labaur F.I'-Plr ineluding Jahn Lew from Hards-
eeorthy, and Jefl Roaker trom Perry Harr, as well as many trags

Wie have attemded meetings addressed by Jose Moy racd,

Labour MP for Shelfisld Erightaide, Jeif Booker, Labour BEP
Ioe Posrry Harr, and Pat Hickey, UCATT carmvendi. We a3lio
attendad o dermorstration ealled by the Troops Cut Mowermeni
in Landen st manth which wes sporsarad by the six Labaur
WPy and attracted 3000 other i ndividuals,

7. Mg have heard nothing feom the police since, and weara in
the process of cortaering o solicitar to araure the return of
aur possessians which were confiscated.

JOHMN GRAHAM |ALEW|
LIMDA SIRMOIN  hshag|

O the Salurday afier the bamb-
i, they distriboted 20,000 leaflets
in the centre of Ermingham without
any cppeibion and incited passers-
By tonilack Red Weekly and Sec-
wiint Worker gellers, They shouted
slopans like “Here is the [RA —take
your revenpe’, and ‘Here ara the mur
derers of vour children, |
At one stags the situ .|||_|:||1 appeatad
gutie menagcing, but fartunately the
bulk of the crowd were not totally
eonvinced by the fascist aglialorns,

What is cortain, however, is that

Ehe NI have considerably Incressed their

membership over the last fortnight.
CHALLENGE

Cantalde Birmingham the soti-fase-

il Torves have nanaged fo sucoeast-
ully challenge the fascises. [n Coventry
u tnmash the IRAY meeting organised
by thie fagcidds in the city’s main

el’s gt them?®.

shopping precinet failed becouse of
the opposition mounted by membors
und supporters of the |5, 1MG and
the CP, The mesting had to be ab-
andoned with the NI fuhrer Tohn
Tyndnll beating o hasty retreat,

In Horstiom a fascist meeting
addressed by Marcin Webster was
vigoroualy heckled by a coach-load
of 60 militants mobilised by the
Crawley Aoti-Fascisl Committes
Lo rout the Fascisis, A Jesding militan
al the AFC, Dave Ward, an executive
member of Crivalsy Trades Councl,
was attucked by & fascist with o ham-
mer wheat e tried to eoter the hall.
Ereve wis taken to hospiled with o
suspected fraciure of the skl

[ Liverpaol the “more-fascis|-
than-thou’ British Mowement org-
amsed 2 'Smash the [RA demenst-

ration altended by all of 24 porsons
and Colin Tordan, They were heavily
fuarided by the police a5 thore were
alse 200 militantz from the local AFC
prescnt whoe chaneed anti-fagclsr
slogins thrsghout.
ATTRACTIVE

In dhe wawe of lvsteria which
has followest Lhe bombings, and the
textal capitulation to chauvinisn by
Labour MPs of bnth risht and ‘eft’
variebw, it is hardly surpdising thai
fagcisr propaganda is beginning to
sgund attractive, Allempts in fact-
cdies Lov isnlace and expal all Left-
wing mibifanls aps reporeed clse-
whers in this paper. The Litest ex
ample comes from Imperial Metal
Industrics in Birmingham, where
a "wiorkers court” has suspended a
mifitant from Workers Fight for
‘supporting the 1IRA°.

The Labour Party, lnzicad of
combaiing this hysteria and with-
drawing troops from Ireland, act-
willy sastains it, Mosc of its Mid-
lands leaders have folned wich local
Tories o demand thal wapital pun-
ishment be restared for ‘rerrorisim’,
Mozt shopsrewarids hawe cithe
attempiad o simply “pacily’ the
situarion or avoid factory mectings
from taking place.

I Fas is mod the way in which
chiuvinism is going to be oversome
i che British labour mosement,
Ewen the Labour MIF for Birmineham,
Hundsworth, fohn Lee, atho suppor-
tedband still supports the demand
for troopas out of [reland, has dem-
Amdedf the inslitution of 2 system ol
Tdentity cards®, 4 demand which
Jenking hadio tum <down!

While the task confronting the
laft in Birminghom and nationally

in the soming moenths is an upkdll
oyl con be achiewed by {a) dev-
slopiog a united fronl of all organ-
aliems oppoged to the Jenkins
medskees Lo chemind cheir lnimed-
e repeal; and (b laking up the
coll initially made By Joan Mavnard
MI' and supported by the Birming
ham Troops COur Movement wngd
York Woods bullding site UCATT
for a teade union conference in the
Mew Year on [reland,

The dehl-wing backlash has lef)
deap: seours —but given lime they will
heal, provided that socialiscs besin
to develop o united fight back now

TERRY
KELLY



- Italy -the

“doesn’t play clean

ALMOST EXACTLY frve years ago,
- ihe people of Milan experienced the

ame shock, horror and panic as the
i pople of Birmingham.

A bomb had exploded, blowing
& people 1o pieces and crippling
dozens more. [t was just s indiscrm
il aa the Birmingham pub bomb
for those who dicd were everyday
. casd vy al the Bank of Agriculiurs
1 i ihe city centre

Buat the similarity does nol end
ihere. Without & shred of evidence,

b prvernmen] oflicials, magstrates,

} police commissionsm and the pres
densoncod left-wing cxtre mist and
pmarchists’ as responsible, Withoat

d furiher ado, police arrested five
members of the anarchisl ‘May 272
Movement’, and charged one of ils
deaders, Plotro Valpreda, with the
bombing [n Lhe sireats, fascisis
iposing 28 “oulraged members o

the public’) beat up lelt-wingers

and held 5 hupe rally in Milan (o call
o ibe anmed forees 1o take over and
r Telone ardes .

. GODSEND

The bomb was better than a dox
en papal blessings for the lislian
maling class. ltaly had just passed
ihrough what bocame known 2= the
ol sulumn . Stnkesia all the mayos
Isctornics, hage rent struggles, the
creation of workers councils in
some greas, and even an oulright
imurreciion against redundancies
im the town of Battipaglia, had
thrown the bosses on to the defe-
mmve, They werne aboil (o conoede
ihe fruits of the struggle to the
workers when the bomb went off.

With susplcion of the left gripping
ke population, the bosses had an
' smater time in the contract nepotiat-

: s with the uninn buresudcrals
Farliamentary Bills on housing,
mhools and social securily resulling
fromm the strikers’ demands failed to
gt through Parliament that winder.
After Turther bombs wenl off in the
sutumn of | 970, the trade wnion
burcaucrals even went round calling
# Balt Lo sinkes, saying they would
fesd to ‘anarchy”

The bombings also gave the police
the excuse Lhey needed to launch a
crack down, Afier a series of pollce
ruicls, further bombings, and yet
more raids and arresis, the far-left
grgenisations calculated that by
1972 70 per cent of their members
wens @ither in prison, under prevent-
ive detention, or being prosscited.

They were charged nol with
panting bombs, but with ‘inciting to
awerthrow the state', 'disiributing
subversive and onti-national prop-
aganda’ and other “crimes” under the
novir-repenied laws of Mussaling,
whose nse against the letl the bomp-
g now mads easier.,

FASCISTS ON TRIAL

It is not surprising therefore that
i fact the feft fod naotiing ro do
with the bombingr, Virtuaily everp-
ane in ffaly now edmits thin,

Three fuscists, one a leading mem-
ber of the MSI {ltalian Social Move-
menl - the Inrgest fascisr organisation,
with 536 deputies in Padizment] now
tace trial Tor the Milan ontrape while
Walpreda has finally besn released
after veurs in jail. Meanwhile, fasciat
action aquads like Ordine Nerooand
the Mussoling Action Squad arc now

T
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clniming responaibility for scores ol
Bombing (hai have taken plaee since
1969

It is even bess sucprising that i
foik five yexrs for the trath to be
penerally ackpowledaed, Evidence

Pled Weckiy E Dacairber 1374

€

ponling Lo the Geoists had been
syvstematically concealed by state
offivials active in framing Valpreds,
Theae included such notables as the
aie-lime Inleriod Mmister, Franco
Restive (equivalent of REoy Jenkinsi.

Evidence was destroyed by the
heads ol the political branch of the
Home and Milan police forces, and
the Director of Lhe bursau of “secrel
allairs” in the Minsticy of the Interior
(Home Office ). A member of the
secunly services (510 —eguivaleant
of Specinl Branch and M6 |, Guidc
Cilanneiting, hes recenily confessed
to having had working links with
the three fascists now on trial at the
time of the Milsn operation, Lawyers
trying to draw atiention to the truth
al varods times gnee 1949 hpve
heen murdered or have ‘dissppearad”.

The majonty of Halisn business-
men profited from the effecir of
the bombs, but this progp want g
more drastic solution. A few wecks
ago Useneral Vilo Miceli, the head
of SLE, was finally arrested for con
smring with Yaerno Borghess (the
fascist “Black Prince') to biing about
& coup detat in the December of
1974,

The immedizte aim of the Milan
bombmg—known o, if pot actually
'rd:mnq:d by, the S1D— was in Guct to
provoge a nlitary coup in [taly,
exactly as the fascist chmtnals had
demanded while the bodies were gtill
waim

REAL AUTHORS

The bombinge and military plois
expreas the despair of o section of
lalian capital. Yet the real authors
are to he found in NATO and the
(1A, whose pet Greek colonels Lrain-
ed and supplicd the squads of the
M5l For those who plant the bombs
and do the cover-ops are the willing
instruments in what has been called
a strategy of tension”.

This strategy is gimple. By spread-
ing uncertalnty and suspicion, the aim
18 to frighten the trade union burean-
cracy, justify witch-hunts and feame-
wps i gainst the left, allow the Crover-
nment to Siep Up repression against
the whole of the working class miove-
ment, and prevent {in ltaly b a pover-

JUST WHAT THE

DOCTOR

ORDERED?

The bulk of the capitalist press were
in #o doubt st all ihat the Brming-
ham bombings were the work of the
Frovisional TR A

Like most other papers, the Sun
found mo room il “Smash the ITRA
edition te print the Provo disclaimer,
Confusion there may be on the length
of the warning, doubt as to whether
the Provo code was wed, but unanim
ity there i on ore point —the Birm-
ingham bombs were Provo bombs,

But rather more than the aswer-
tions of Fleet Sireet are required
hese, Inothe past, the press have
Failed 1o explnin why after a bomb-
ing campaign of more than three
vedrs the Provos should suddenly
start planting no-warning bombs
in Britain. Even under conditiong
of occupation by E3 000 troops
and the best bomb squads in the
world in Mosthern Ireland, the worn-
ing has been a regufur hallmark of
thelr cumpaign.

The Birmingham target, too, is
equally strange. Certainly it does
not fit into ihe categories ontlined
by Dawid O'Connell on television
recently.

The gentlemen of Scottand
Wardl assure ws that at long last the
fiendish TRA have peffecied their
‘British units®, which will continue
Lo operate from ingide the country,
Strange, then, that the well-bruised
Hirmiingham ‘suspects” should have
been found on the train to Belfast,
Hul then the IRA are *desperate
men” —confuged ax well, o judgs
fram the fact that the pillar-box
bomb in Caledonian Foad last wesk
went ol immediately outside the
offices of the British Withdrawal
from Morthern Ireland Sampaign!
WHO'S BEHIND THEM?

O course Thers s absolutely ao

P._hl:lmh plantad ot this Bilan bank in TBED blew 118 people to pisses, Scores of heft-
! Winpers Wart roundéd wp, whils the fasciss usd the acession to demand mil itary jftar-
IR b ferbore order”. ow it ik known that the fascises thowmseives were reporsibic

nment of soclaBsis and communists
combitg Lo power. Slmulfaneously,
the fasciat bulchers, the spiesand
I!‘!.L' Army porillas whe carry it oul
ar¢ Al the Hme straining to bring the
tenatom {edin end by potiing e
selves forsaard for poaer

wexl fime innocenl pesple ure
Wown to B, slopand ask vouwrsel{
who el ly proficg from this? When
the IMG or the TEA point the fioges
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al the stute or the extreme-right, do
nol disrmiss such sccusations out of
hapd as parencin or o covip-ug.
Perbaps o five vears fime; tha
Ol Batley will ke hearing tle samne
sort of stones shoul recent happen-
ings in Hritnin as are belng teld in
the Italian cousts Leday, That's cight
—1E82 ruling class do nor play “clean”,

A lennings

doabt thal the Provisiondls tave
feen behind some of the hombs in
Hritnin —the tributes paid to: Pai-
rick MeDade us an TRA Liestenant
ware only the falest confirmation of
this. Bul who was behind (hase for
which the Proves huve specilicnlly
denied responsibility, ke the
Tower of London and Birmingham
Lo bin st

It ign'tanidle question. Twn
yoars apn the Southess Irish Gow
ernment was able to push through
drastic new anti-E A Jepslation
after a vauple of car bombs weni
off in the centre of Dublin. Sinee
then further evidence hag come
to light, partly as & resull of the
Littlejohkn alfair, which haz lad
even [Fianna Fail leader Jhick
Lymech (who was PILMIE inEcksier
at the time) to speculate on the
possifde involvement of British
inteflipence,

Crublin vesterday, Birminghom
teday? Jack Lymch first, Foy Ten-
kins second?

Cme thing is cerrain, Some very
definitely non-lbsh hands have been
very busy recently in connection
wilh homba,

‘RED FLAG 74°

On 15 Oclober, o man with ‘a
clear woice and educuted sccent’
telephoned Yorkshice TV Lo say
that the {nldterd bombings were
the work of the “lotermational Marx-
ks andd the IRA'. The *International
Marxiara” it was clairmed in 2 subseag-
dend coll, weps dissidencs from the
IMG wh had formed (heit own
gronp —Eed Flag 74",

This was pews to the IMG whose
slrenons denials however were toeat-
cd with Little inleresi by editors
gesiully reporting cvery cigim
made by Lthe “well spoken’ caller
Irom “Rud Flag 74°dbspite the ot
that "Red Flag 74" always rang up
aftera bomb had exploded and neves
belore,

Tz ‘orpanisation’ had some emn-
arkable fesfures, Its prowth-rite wis
sturming: It grew from 40 in London
mninly" CTRe Guardion, 25 Ocraber)
to 500 in Manchester alone® [ Tie
triardiar 22 Movember), 1 imor-
ence of [rgh politics must bove G-
batrésed ite members_ for al one
slipe i clalmed it wowld be holdine
1 demonsiration in which boch UDA
and LR A would take par!

AS garly g5 Pebrury, an organ-
isation” called the ‘Red Balgads
wasalle g Lo have carmied ond the
M&2 bombing, With the appearance
of 'Red Blag Td', press speculation
concerning the ‘agtve involvement”
ul the farlaft in the “Provsional's

bombing campalem’ reac = new
hzights, In solemn sernousness The
Times of 25 Oeroboer was explaining
Lo s that Lhe lelt was “providing
witte bouses and sitemcal advice,
tncluding the detailed peopraphical
planning needsd Tor making altacks
in the heart of London®, (Paddies
are too ignocant toread mans )

While we were tollowing the ad-
wentures of “Red Flag 74°, 14 pacid-
ists were arrested for handing out
lzuflets to British soldicrs, and (he
police, wene doing everything their
novwer fo ahetruct the planning
of the 27 Ovtober Troops Cut dem-
onstration, whick they alse plhysiz.
aliv attacked.
l# there a connection helweean
all these events? The telephone
calls, the areests and the harrassment
are all wery convenient Tor Lhe: rl-
ing class, and especially the Govern-
ment. The Labour Cabiner hag no
policy for Treland orther than hand-
ingE out one concession after another
Lo the Loyakists, giving s to-8 prow-
ing working clam unease over what
Britalo 2 acrually up toin Ireland.
By pamting the left —the miost ackive
in favour of pulling out British troops
~da - dengerons bombers, this uneass
might be prevented fram developing
imfo o mass moventenl for froop
withdzawal
PRESS HYSTERIA

The Birmingham bomb hos the
same fimelines’ about it as the
campaign apainst the left, For weeks
before, the national pres had treated
s to Jud accounts of “1BEA fapaiic®
Judith Ward, now serving o life sent-
ence in jail for the-M&62 bombing in
February, From the mmble of weird
und wonderful ‘conlessiong’, nane of
whith showed more than o semblance
Lo teatlity, the Crown preented a

hodpe-podge of extracts, and chiled
it a case, Interwoven with these re-
rorts wers the prosecutions of Rep-
ublicans for “wearing uniforms’ and
widespread dawn rzids in many of
which *documents were taken HETE T

The preas feached fever picch
when David O'Connetl mada his
speech on TV and Patrick McDade
wWis ;;:i‘-'tn a ceremony which was
‘20 insull bo the Britizh people’

A few bowrs lacec..,

Jenkins has Bis excuse for “drac-
ontun lepslacen’, under which che
policeanti-lRA” squods can mave
info top gear with widespread app-
toval, For the moment the growing
amy15e sboul Brifain's Irish policy
seenis bo have boen coowned by
calls for stomer mensures against
the "lerronises’. Perhaps thines aren’t
s bad for the raling class after gil?



-

li

e el g e N o el e

1nen

L
I
!

e | |
e | HE
L
g |

SONT SHOCT
MAY BE ONE
OF DURS.

LABOUR’S

WHITEWASH

During the last dection campaign
Harold Wilson, in an imterview with
David Frost, complacently maknisin-
ed that nothing like Watergate

could ever kappen in this country

He ignored, of course, the white-
washing of the Lennon killing and
the Littlejohn affair by the Labour
Government itself to help the ‘sec-
wiity forces’ cover up the crimes
commitied daily against the Irsh
people.

UNDER THE CARPET

There was no resl inguiry into the
Littlejohs affair, though it was pub-
licly sdmitied that & momber of {he
lagt Tory Goveramen! had been dir-
ectly invalved in interviewing the
Liltlejohn brothers and sapervising
their sssignment: toinfilirate the
I1RA and 3¢l as arent provocateurs in
the South of lreland,

While in opposition, the Labour
Party demanded an inguiry into the
while sffair, Omce in office, every-
thing wus brushed under fhe corpet
Mo doubt British intelligence infor-
med the Lahour ministers that they
were still enpaped. in carrying out
gindbar aces Lo diseredit and isolare
the IRA, and that any inguiry would
darmage their present Bolviles and
discoursge potential recruits and inf-
OTITETE,

Ag always, the Labour leaders
succumbed. There wasn't 4 whisper
of protest in the Parliamentary Lab-
our Party. The stalwarts of the Tribune
grou poclosed ranks, no doubt boasting
of their sensitivity n appreciating the
turdens imposed by the ‘reaponslicy
of affice”,

MORE SINISTER

The Lenanon aflair is even more
sinisler, As we reported in these pages
two weekd age, the only thing rem-
aining to complete the cover-ap was
the Home Office report, To no one's
surprize, the Sterritc Report relepsed
st wesk totally clears the Special
Branch from any responsibility and
has been pccepted 68 such by the
antite estpblishment. The leadsr
writet in The Guardize merely won-
dered why Lennon was nol protecrad
by the Special Branch from the [RA
amassins who obeiouwsly punned him
dawn.

Mallers are a5 simple as thal for
The fruardian, They proclaim thas
the TRA killed Lennon. They affer
no prood, and since the |RA is banned
they need nol Tear Ay court actions
for fibel, The selfstvied comscience of
Liberal England is not unduly weorried
by whnt has happansad,

The MNational Council for Civl

Liberiies has Lo ils credit denounced
the report aE & ‘whitewash on the
Special Branch” and demunded an
‘mdependeni mguiry’. As s acting
enctal woretary, Patrcia Hewsit,
pernled cut: “The major guestion
mmiscd by the Leanon stroy about the
wirrk of the Special Branch are lefit
unanswered by the Shirmitt repor.”

We should, of cousse, add that
even @n “independent inguiry’ headed
by some old judge would, in the pres
ent poditical sitsation, have produced
& samnilar resull. After all, it was Judge
Widgery who baldly simted that in a
faaty world the police had (o do nast
jobs. Starrift is more crude and deniex
that anything nasty was done at all.

The Labour Attorney General
Sam Silkin kas steled his complete
safisfaction with the handling of the
Lennon case. There was ‘no improp-
fiely " as far a5 he was concerned, aod
tieal for the Padliamentary Laboor
Fartw will be thar, The cese is buried,
and st gucd Labour MPs can sleep
1N peiace,

WORKERS TRIBUNAL

We o nol need o stress again in
these popes the enormity of the
cover-up operation carried ot by
Jenking with the approval of €
Cabinet. In the present aimosphers
of hysteria-ond anti-lrish witch-hunts,
the Labous leadess might bope thai
Lhey will pet away with it —and,
indeed, for 2 perind they might, Bl
the Irish war still pocs on, and bifore
ite end i will cliirm man ¥ moTe peols
itical casualtics, amongst whom will
be the whilewasheirs in this Labouwr
Crowernment.

Bur lor the workers” movement if
18 vital that these issues are faken dp
We are in favour of an independent
workers' tribunal to invesiigaie the
rofe of the Special Branch and the
5I.1tt]|.|.|:',;:-ll.ﬁ services. The Bertrand
Russel Foundanon, which has iny-
catipated crimes in Vieinam and
Latin #&merice and is now engaged
in the praiseworthy fask of defend-
img the victims of the burcaucracy
it the USSR and Eastern Burope,
shiould also turn iis altention o
matter aearer home and set up such
A1l ELpUITY,

Afterall, the men leading the
aBCILALY forces are the enomics of
birih the Irish and che British work-
ing peaple, As such they hove to be
fought, exposed and defested in the
labowr mevement, The blanket sup-
port given tothe Jenking measures
by the Labour Party confersnce fast
waek shows that this task confTonting
socializrg will not he an easy one.

., Howeard

Mo one with even the slightest acqueintince of [rish
history can accepd the absurd story of the British
press that the TR A is a tiny group of klood-thnsly
maniagcs who somehow have imposed themaelves on
the Irish peopld, The | BA has desp rools in Che whole
development of Irish history. In 800 vears of British
rile, Britsh bloodshed and British massacres, the
Irish people have never been crushed,

On innumernble ooeasions the Irish people have
tlgen, weapons in hand, to attack their oppressor, The
IR A grew oul of this fong history following Lhe most
glonicus of all these strumeles —the Dublin Easter Ris-
v of 1904, It was the struggle of the [RA which fin-
pllv expelied direct British male from 26 of the 32
counties o Ireland, and il was ondy traitors to Ve
cause of Irish freedom which prevented the final
expitlzion of British political rale from the North.

Since the formation of the scctofon Northern
gtate it i the [HA which has delended the Cathalic
population against the attacks of the British army
ind the Loyalisl thugs, I is the ormed sal=defence
force of the Republican population, The IRA i3 the
producl of a profound social process —not of some
backdoor consgdracy.

But the IRA, toits everlasting glory, has pone
further, 1L has recogmised, nod clerdy, not with o
socialist understanding, but with far better sense of
realily than many so-called Marxisis, thal The coure
of the oppresgion of the people of the Morth, the
cegxe of the dominalion of the Protestant workers
b reaction, the cowge of the Moodbath in the North
of Ireland is British role. The TRA hos sei itself the
target of freeing Ireland from that domination. For
that reason i has waged war, and conlinmes o wage
war, againsi Botish | mperialsm.

In the course of the struggle the IRA has made
many misizkes —both political and military, Palitic-
ully i hos never understood Lhat Ireland can only be
freed from British rule by destroving capitalizm in
Ireland. Tt has never understood that o wape 2 real
wiar ageinsl Britain if musl smullaneousty wape a
war agsiinsl the Irish capitalist class. Finally it has
nmever undersiood how to organise the people of
Ireland into real mass orgamisations of strgele. Mili-
taril¥ it has nof seen that armed struggle cannot be
an end b [tself, but has to be directed by a political
strategy and 8 political wrderstanding.

Fort this reason the TRA Bas rmode terrible and
tragic errors which only set back its own cause. ff
amy of its supporler were associa bed with the Bir
mingham bombings these wore the latest example
ol guch a ITAEIC BT,

But et thers be no doubt ag to where the vesp-
ongilality for such vicdence really lies, T lies no
with the ITRA but first and above all with British
imperialism, Britain has murdered, stareed, and
massacred in Ireland on a scale of viofence the TRA
could never match in o thousand years. It is not the
IR A but Britizh hnperialism which i responsible
lor every single one of the 1200 deaths in the Morth
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of Ireland in the st years, British imperialiso had
mer hesitation in arranging bombings in Dublin when
it wanted anti-1RA legislation pased. Britich imper-
ialism had no compunction in ruthiessly murdering
ita dupea such as Kennelh Lennon, British impersal-
s would be guite capable of killing not 19 but
lens of thousands in this country if it suited its int-
arests,

British imperialism s the most bloodstained mon-
ster the world has cver seen, It maintamed ils “peace’

in Britaln on the bones and blood of Araba, Td
Jews, Latin Americans and the Irsh. British jmperi

ism supported the destruction of whole cities in Dre-
sden, Hireshima and Napasaki. Wikkon, through his
support of the Americans in Vietnam, is an accomplice
in inasa marder on & scale even Ihtler would have ad-
miredd anad which the forces of Lhe TRA could never
even conceive of, let alone carry out.

Pait the second responsibilicy for those deaths in
Birmingham lics with the leaders of the working closs
in Britain who hove refosed to strogele fo end Brituin’s
irom grip on lreland. IF the TEA makes errors it is above
all in an attempt lo cut through the wall of silence the
working class movement has allowed to exist on the
horross of the North of Treland. If one millionih of
the effort put into condemmning the IRA had been put
inlo gelting Britnin out of Treland there would be no
Birminghare, no Guilidfords, and none of the far vas-
ter howrors perpetrated by the British in Relfast and
Crerryr.

As for the gentlemen of the law, lei us make one
thing clear for them, The IMG has never, and does
ol now, support the [RA by material, fnoncial or
by any other such means, We don't have the ability
Lo, even il we santed. Meither do we support them
politically. We seek fo build o Trotekyist organisat-
ion, the Revolutionary Marxist Group, in Ireland.

We do, however, Enow one thing. We do not and
neder will mistake the vioknce of the slave for the
vicdence of the slaveowner You gentlemen of British
Imperialism, ¥ou are responsible for every single one
of the 19 deaths in Birodngham and in every other
place where British imperialism befouls the face of
the canth

Amy errors which may be committed by the TRA
are the result of an oppressed people striking apminst
their master, Yowr viclence s an unspeakable crime
for which you will be condemned through the whole
of hunan history,

When revolutionaries score the final viclonr in
Ireland and in Britain they will learn from the
ervors of the TRA, bul they will be preud to stand
in its traditions as the vanguard of nn oppressed
people. You, the Jerking and Wikkons of this warld,
will be remembered only with disgust and loatking
a3 the nccomplices of some of the most Tenrful crimes
of human history. The LRA will be reimenbered with
pride when vour names have fstlen from all humnan
recollection.

orim At & united front mesting in April

1973 to protest against pobice reprossdon, with () to 1} Dusnean
o Hallax [I15F, Gery Lawioss (chair), Gerry Heaby 1SLL—now
WAPI, and Tarig All [IMG)
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left o hawa io faka the Tight against the

Parfezment bas voted uipreceds med
powars 10 the police and the capiislis
Hutd.

The cowaardice of the Lakiour MPs—
partiowlarly thass on the 'left'—in refusing
o fighn againet the appalling conpeences
of the Jerking’ Bill will rebound op the
ontirs lahour movement.

Ax the Taorie, the media and the racist
arganisationg like tha Mathonel Framt
have fanned the Tiames of chauwinkm the
mapnrity af aven the "left” MPs have stood
iclly by, impotent in the Face of nationa:
|ist brysderis.

Tha polies have basn given saamging
Neirg; piwwnrs. The right ta hold without
1_‘:hun|:|ir|-|:| for sevan dayd is 8 step towards
irberniment,

Crgunisations oen ks proscy jbad on
the flinsiest of reasons and anyone who
Thiliskis ARt weill just ba raptricted to tha
IAA or Irish immigrant organistions is
supramaly imaive,

The Aot is designed to smash any
appoaition in Britain o Imparialism’s
wear in the six Counties. Burt it will do
ke than that, I nat restsiad i1 vl
creste a dimate of opinion whers
IMERrARARET BankTes narmal’ and T
prosoribing of left-wing grovps becomes
‘necn ptalile,”

The Labour Tofts” and the “prograssre’
Inadors of tha trads Bplons in thely groan
majarity bve opted oot of fighting tha
Bill. This places an enarmaus respansibl-
lity on the shou ldérs of the revolutionary

Bl imto the Bboar meovermst .

in thia sismmes of 1o/3 the Vinrkers
Ravolutionary Party, the Intarnational
Socialists and the |MG sigeed & jaing
deslEration in defencs of busic demoora-
tie righis. Tha MG considers ihat tha
LT wias never mors appeopriats than
oW T put thet declaration inlo pracies.

¥ have therefora writtan ta the 1S
and the WRF ssking far 2 mosding of tha
thies OrgEanisations to discuss A national
campaign to fight tha Bill In our opinlan
unless tha tul| forces af the revolutiomsy
waft, The Communist Party anel &l
mndapsndent militants opposed 4o Jenkins's
MBASUres are united in g siruggle against
the Bill ihe anly peepls to gain will bBa
rha Flileng clisy



Racists wriggle

WHEN 1974 OPENED a continuous belt of mineral rich territory
along the African coast —from Angaola in the west, via the Republic
of South Africa al the tip of the continent, through to Mozambique

i the east

lay firmly in the hands of colonialism and white racism.

But now, before the year is even out, the scene has changed dram-

atically. The collapse of the old dictatorship in Portugal

Brought

aboul in large measure by the ‘bottomiess pit* of Portugal's African

WArs

Already Mozambigque is poverned
by the FRELIMO liberstion miove-
meni and i well on the road to inde-
pendence. Frantic manoeuvres are
taking place in Angoda lo protect
imperialist interests the'o, hut even
the most die-hard resctionaries real-
ise Lhis can only be done by making
concessions to the black nationalist
v T nle,

TREMORS

The tremaors are beginning (o reach
the bastions of ‘white power’ —South
Africa and Rhodesia. Rhodesian Prime
Minister lan Smith has started to com-
plain aboul FRELIMO support for
hberation movement guermillas in
Rhodesgia, and South Africa s now
frantically lossing political crambs
io the hilack African states

Immediately after the L usaka agr-
sement that st up the FRELIMO
Government in Mozambique, promizes
of "continued collabomation anid co-op
eration” flowed from the mouths of
South Alncan spokesmen, A number
of key economic factors lay behind
thos attitwde.

About 50% of South Africa’s frade
1% done through the part of Louremsco
Margues, which is the nearest oullel
for the Republic's industrisl heart-
land. Moreover, (e gold mmnes of
South Africa are mow almost totally
dependen! on imported ahour {rom
surrcunding countries. For the ming
mansgementd Lhis {5 superior because
they come for limited penods of time

o maxbmum of 12 menths— and do
ool bring tleir famehes, This reduces
the threst of trades unionisation and
strikes; and the manspement undoubi-
edly exploils Lhe ethnic and langicage
differences betwesn different groups
m the work force,

Ihe result is thal mine wagpte ans
depresses] way helow (he average for
blacks in South Africa which #nables,
for instance, the working of scams
whose eguivalent in mineral content
were closed closed down as unecon
omiz in the USA 30 vears 8 po.

Of this contract labour, 100,000
per annum of approximetely 15% of
the labour force comes from Mozam-
bigue. In 3 situntion where Malawi,
the source ol anather 28%, has cat
off further recruitment, it @ vital for
the mining industry that the Mozam-
bigoe quota be maintained. if ot
mereased, in the future,

ralations with black siavee 4o the North

Racist |ustic= in Ahodesian eouri—mujor obstack o ‘nosmalimbon’ of South Africa's

has brought the liberation forces important new gains.

Finally, the Cabora Bassa dam
project on the Lambesl River in Moz
ambdgque % neanng completion of [Ls
first stage. The massive hydro-electric
station is linked by overhead cahles
with the Transvaal, to which il is
planned the overwhelining majority
ol power produced will be exporied,

These three factors explain the
altitndes taken up by the South Afe-
ican Govearnment, the acid test of
which came when white racists in
Lourenco Merques staped their proti-
e5t apainst the Lusaks agreemeni,
resulling in bloody clashes in the
streels. The oblipatory “horros stories”
were published in the South African
press, but South Africa’s Foreign
Minister, Hilgard Mualler, took a very
conl attitude towards the rebels, He
grnounced that Soulh African merc-
enaries would not be allowed into
Mozambigue under any circumston
ces, thal South Africa would nod
interfere in the situstion, and even
offered coropenition with the Moz-
ambigue authorities.

lam Smith—described by Jobanpiesburg St
as ‘mmbarrassing bit of surpius aggage'.

HYPOCRISY

This jumble ol hypocrisy and
offerings of goodwill wa: clearly
designed for consumption by the
FRELIMO leadership and the people
of Morambigue, ws well as the lead
ership of certain other hlack African
atatee,

The suscess of 1hese manosuvres
iz for from cerinin, but there are some
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omnous signs, Mozambique's Pelme
Minister, Joaguim Chisano, has ses
cral times aflirmed his Government's
degire for collaboration with aff neigh-
bouring territories, and ihere have
bigen unconlirmed press reports thal
aevret clanses in the Liska pact
arantes the contiruation of the
Cabora Bawsn agreement. This ls borme
oul by a recent speach of South Al
icin Pome Mindster Vorster, when he
reforred to “cerlyin guarantees” ke had
received Trom Mozambigue concering
access fo its ports, the supply of mig-
mant labour, and the ssie of electric
PEWEr.

Soulth Atrica’s line towards Rhod-
esidl has headed in the opposite direct-
wn, The Yorster Government has
never been o fervent supporier of
Amith's positions becawse Rhodesia
hias no economis importance for
South Africe. Ioleed it is actually
an econamic berden. because South
Africa must make up for feany of
the shortages prodoced by the inter--
nationsl economic sanctions against
Bhodesia, For example, many of
Rhodesia’s impaorts and esports
le g chrome] have lo pass through
Sourh Africa in order Lo appesr as
such on shipping documentation
and “bmst’ the sanctions. This places
a kg sirain on Scuth African’s tranap-
arialion eystem. Should the new
Mozambigue Govermment cul the
crucini mil link with the port of
Beira which carries 80% of Rhod-
esia’s Lrades, the pressure on the hard
pressed mail network would become
intolerable.

BOTTOMLESS PIT

Sauth Alrca’s myalvement in the
war spgzinst the LAN U guerridlas in
Rhodesia kas perhaps provided You-
ster's police with some valunkle
trarming, bul the repewed upsurge in
the fighting is 8 signial that 1y the long
Teral thus war would be a boliombes
gt for South Albcan men, militany
resouTees and finance. Fimaliy, there
have been clear signs thot the isae of
Rhodesin is the bigpest current absi-
nction to "morrmalisation’ of Seath
Adrica’s relntions with the black atates
to the north.

S0 far there bus been no decision
Lex end support for Bhodesia, although
this has beeay advocated in Lhe press
The Joharmeshurg Srar of 18 Oclober,
tor instance, declared ‘Black rale in
Mazambigue mikes the Ehodesign

“white bufler™ lesa imporian: o us
stralemcally. Economically she is
largely & burden. And politically we
have pleniy of our ¢wn croszes to
bear without that ermbareassing hil of
sarplus baggage to the north. At the
United Mations we have heen hoviog
crier roughest ride vet: and on top of
that Britain, which penerally Jeaves
us nlone there, has criticised Sowth
Africa in unusnally specilic terma az
ihe chief breaker of economic sanot-
foma againsl Rhodesias., we sugpese
Mr, Vorster use his position of undque
influosnce with Mr, Smith ro force the
pace of contreciive clhange there, He
Hieet spedl our that rhe fantarre of
incefimite white sipremacy hag @ very
tomited tenwre indeed. ..’

Ancther area where Soulh Atrican
peddicy has undergone chanye is Mam-
ibia, the former German colony of
South West Alricn, which was handed
over bo South Africs te administer by
the Lepgue of MNations in 1919, This
has long been o bone of contention
hetween South Afncs, which contin-
uca to asserl her “rights” in the et
ory, und the United Mations Cwhich
inherited respansibilicy from e
League of Mations).

Mammibia i important to South
Adricy as a source ol lahour for her
oeimes, a-sourcs of valuable mineral
wenlth (especially diamonda), and as
& ‘huffer” {0 protect South Aldcin
borders fram hositle forces. Bot thers
i also strong opposition 1o South
Afrcan ride inside Numibia. The
Sullh West Afiican Feople's Organ-
isation (5WAPD) wos able to oraanize
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an effective hoyeott of the P73 ele
clions beld to sec up a phony “puppet
poversimnent”, and Mamibian workers

parhicubarly in the key ares of O
mboland —have organised militant
apposition 1o the migrant labouar
Sy slem,

Vorster has recently been saving

that the people of Mamibia should
he pven an opporiunily fo decide
their own fuiure. Namibio is adjacent
Lo Angola, which {whatever the cure-
ent mameurics of the Poriugeese anid
imperialiam), threntens to become i
dependent in the not too distant
future. Cvambaland itsedl straddles
the border and the continual tao-
wily movement of population poses
a theeal to the security of racisl rule
there. Vorsler is obviously thinking
aboud fdding hinizelf of this peten
Lilly trouhlesome and contimnwally
smbarrassing podsession in ordzr to
he able to concentrite his defences
in Lhe heartland of Soulh Alrnca,

Zamhbian Presidént, Kenneth Eownds—
hails Warster's “woice of resson”

Hig sl will e to icy to produce
a saluticn which would bow (o the
niatiom of formal independ ence bt
keep the sreain reality rotally tied
to Houch Africa

Cine aim of theae chanpes in paolicy
may be to consolidate the white Tac-
sl sironghold on 8 amalter and more
detfengible bagis arcund the heartland
of the South African state. But YWor-
ster s other poal (al least of egual
importance) is to ‘normatise’ relations
with bleck Afrea,

As the most sconemically devel-
pped power on the continent, South
Afrce sees itself as the potential cre-
ator of a “sub-imperialism® wicth ing-
erests and influence extending far o
its marth. Stegs in this direction have
alrady heen taken, particularly the
ough the cloge relationships boily up
with Malawd and the Ivore Coasi. But
Vorsler is ofter much bigger fish and
on 26 Cctober it looked as il he hag
indced caupht the bigeest one of all,

o a speech on that day Kenpeth
Kaundn, President of Fambia, bad
ihis to say aboul Vorster's speech:
*He declarsf his faich la che Dalure
and expressed his optimism ahout
Lulure developiments in southern
Africa. This 4 the voice of reason
far which the world lias waited far
many venrs'. Seiting ont his condi)
ons for improved relations Kanrda
s * Rhodesia and Mamibia, after
the end of the war in Mozambigus,
ave tha major obstacle (o pence and
c-operation belween the peopie ol
South Africa and the peopie of the
rasl ol Alrica. Unless these obstacles
are removed than e hasic civses of
conbhel will temain’.

REVOLUTION

[t iz notewortfiy that until RBhnd-
i’ closure of the border s linu-
ary 1973 Eambaa had done » very
extensive ftode with South Afnc,
while halt of its coppar mines rem-
gined up until this year under the
management of Oppenheimer’s Anpglos
American Corporntion, shich stil
holds 42% of the shares in the mujar
COFPET mines,

Baut above and beyond such aon-
siderations the oesive of the leaders
of black Africa o ‘normalise’ relat-
ionships with Sowuch Afnea has gven
deeper roots, The emapilen of the
revolution of the black South Afkem
indsaem agarnsl the apartheid systemn
will bz enticely differeni Trom any
olher liberalinon strupple which has
taken place an |he continenl, In
this indusirially developed countey
2l the key imperialist states are fast
increasing their stake in the profils
to be darived from the cheap labonr
farce gunranteed by the racise Baows,
awd the countey hng a lacee Black
warkiny claes. Tle revolucion which
ultimately arises against this svatem
cannnl Fail to pose from its eadies
slages Lhe sociefies tasks of totally
destroying the imperialist stake
and South African cagilalism. The
eifects of such a development woiild
nat stop 2t the bordets of South
Adrica bt would send ripples th-
oughout the continent to shike the
foundations of regimes s secpingly
snlidly catrenched as thar of Kaunds
and other leaders of ‘independent’
itates thot continue to allow mnpes-
inlist interesis lo operale wilhin their
boedeis,

I ¥orsters preseni moses are
being welcomed-as opening the way
toa ‘new order in Southern Aftics’
it 1= fecaose the governmenis ol
‘mececolonial® Afvica have just as
much inteiest in the preservation of
“stability” and the present set up,
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in Bangladesh

HBangladesh will observe three vears o
independence nexi month, They lave
been & rough three vears for the larpe
bulk of the population. Matural disas-
ters have combined with man-mode
omes (o make the life of the Bengali
mazses & veritable hell,

The ‘golden Bengil® promazed by
Mujibur Rehman and the Awami
Leagie leademship in the pre-indep
gndenca period has not matenslised
excepi lor the smargglers, blaock-mark:
eteers, Awami League politicians,
civil servants and the like, who are
il engaped in a il race 1o become
bigper and betrer capiiolists than the
omes they have replsced,

The condition of the Bengali wor
EErs and peasanis B worse than it has
ever been since the communal carn
ape and famines that took the lives
ol mallions in %647, In ather
wors. the romshackle siruciures
which comprise the Bangladesh state
mackineg appear o be on the verge ol
colinpse.

AWAMI LEAGUE
The development of Bonpladesh
gince it indepeadence in 1971 has
been delermined 1o o large extent by
e comditions of its birlh
gl opetation carried oul

0 CRESATI

vy the [nd

lan army
Belfore the yarnous orgsnisaiion
eding the hibesat LEtigiEte 2
the Prkistan cccupstion arayy could
develop along cleardy nnbi-ampsemales
linss, the lodinn armry ensured Chat
wii (He Awammi |Eagiee & " povera-

e seks’ winch wa traosporicd
fmm Chlcuatia to Pecca. As the only
sighilicant political force o The coun-
try which had oppossd the Pakistaniz
the League comitimoed bo Somirmamgs
the suppart of an overwhelming ma
anty ol 1he masses

Sance it came 1o power, however
and despite the return of iy lezder,
Mupbiur Kehman, from o Paksiam
prison —the disillsionment with Ltz
policies has become widespread, Ln-
able to offer the masses any real sol-
ufions, e Avwinmd Leagie leadership
excelled themsslves m demagogy and
rhetoric. Mujibur Behman openly
wept before millions of peopla when
relerring to the sullerings ol ‘my
people”

But rhetoric and tears are no sub-
slitute for food, clothing, shelter and
fresedom, Soon the patience of the
muasses began to run ouat. The Awiim
Lezgue resoried to repression using
legislaticn inherited from British im-
perinlism, The homeymoon was over

ARMED STRUGGLE

Repression came so swillly olamniy
because the Benpali messes, unfike
those in the rest of the subcontinenl,
have poquired 2 new tradition: that
of armed sirugple

Hundreds of thousands of workers,
peasants and students recelved train-
ing in how fo wee armd, and they
foupit heroicatly sgainst the shock
troops of Pakisfani reaclion. Aller
inde pendence many of them retain-
ed their sweapons and even Lhise who
gurrendered their weapons still retain-
ed the memory of (he recenl strug:le,

Thus when a number of puerrilla
lighters associated with the Awami
Lzapus left in disgust and formed
their own argamisation, Iativa Samaj-
gantric Dal (J5D—MNational Socialise
Party b, which stated itz aim oz heing
the achicwemicnt of socialism, the
povernment panicked

The young lesdess of the 15D
had 8 mass following, In March of
Lhes Yeal |.|JI'.":|- launched a masaivg
gheras Lo combinalion hetween a
strike and a siegs) movement apainst
the Awami League, The President of
the TED, MoA. Jalil, ite General See-
retary, A Bab, and the secrerary of
the women’s branch ol the paity,
Mumray: Begum, as well 5 hundreds

of other parly activisls were arrest-
od.

Therr popular agpeal made them
danperous aliematives A masspve
campaign of repression was launched
against Uhe IS0, and a number of its
militants were killed by Awami League
pangsiers dressed up in the legal guise
of the Hakhi Bahini (the privale army
of the Awami League, given leprl sn-
ction by a special Act of Parliament
and responatble to no judicial auth-
orily b,

LEFT IN DISARRAY

The IS0 is a newcomers Lo the ranks
ol the Bangadesh belt, While it suffers
from certain weaknessca not unrekaled
[ oS o gns, il also has certain advan
tnges. It has not developed within the
Sislinist tradition hul within o mass
movement and it = Qpen [D disciss
with all Marxist currenis

The rest of the left has failed to
provide & credible alternalive (o Lhe
Awami Leagee, The Maoist proups
are still addicied toa version of the
armad sirugge which proved dizsas-
trous in West Bengal. As for the pro-
Moscow currenis they simple provide
the tail For the Avwdmmd Leagie dop

Despite the weakneszes of the left,
however, the extent of the socisl ancd
eroimie crsds an Bangladesh today
5 such that the Awsprmi Leagac is not

prepared to talerate even these feeb
bz alvernativesa. The arory and palice
have been osed to hunt down the
Maoizga. There are now over 3000
policical prsonersin Mojibur Rel
man's Jails, Those who cellaborated
wilh Pakistan were released to make
way for the new prisoners.

WEAK LINK

[fus Bangladesh remains the
wenkest ink in the South Asian
subcontinent, Its state apparaius
lacks & siromg mabeminl base- [he
Bangladesh capitalisis are exteemely
weak  unlike their Paketans and Ind
ian counterparis. The ariy &5 Aol ro-
liahle, and Awami Leagoe thugs ang
oo substitute for & strong ammy.

Furthermore, the recenl siruggle
apainst the Pakistani ruling clasa arm-
el the masses in g number of wavs, If
a revolulionary orgamsation xsped
today, il could finish the job interrup
ted by the entrance of the Indian ar-
my in December F9T71. But until it
does, the misery will conlinue,

C. Boward

For more detailed nformation on Bangla-
desh see: INPRECOR Mo 5, 6. and 8,
Avaibabibe from Red Books, 97 Caledonian
Haogl, M.1 —~poce 20p

Libaraticn vear agaknst Pakistan gove Bengall masses a new tradition of armed strupgle

recent rally organised by the Buddhist Natiopal Reconciliation Forces

MASS UPH
ROCKS

THE GROWING RESENTMENT in
the Saipon-coniralled areas of Viel-
naen ageinst the regime of President
Thicw has now exploded into mass

appogition.

Ower 2,000 people demonstrated
against him in Saigon on 31 Octoher;
S0tk attended the funeml on 11 Now-
ember of & 1 7-vear-obd killed =t a
previogs mllv; journalists have demn-
onstrated against the Pross Laws: in
the coastal provinces the lawoyrers
simply refise (o prosecute under the
fepressive leglslation; even [n che
rigged Mationsl Asscmbly, 50 dep
uties have signed a petition calling
for Thieu's resignation. Almost every
duy now there is a rally or mass roest
ing somewhere in South Vietnam in
oppasilion o the regime,

SOCIAL CRISIS

The vpposition 3l concentrates on

the: question of carmaption; but the under
I¥ing cawies of the presest mobilisstlan
ars to b foiid in the deep social crisis
af The pepime —reflectsd it massive unem
playpment, ¢honde dokoness and malawtrii-
wan. ineresing nepression and, of conrse,
the continuing toll of the war. Te many,
the conupariasn belwsen their stuation
ard Chat of thedr camperniads in Merth
Vietnam ia'becoming increasingly relevant.

Uin dop of thiz, the plishe of Thiea's
armesd Foress is well koown, The South
Vietnamese arny {ARVN) have been ste-
adily ke=aten hack from many ol their
bases il they are now incapahic of even
keeping the roads opan Ten Toanber syuad
rand ane now permanently erounded Bes
auaseof ek of fuel and technicizns, Om the
prownd the artillery corps mows have aaly
Lo 1 auperlosty in wespans aver the
NLF {id was 10 ta 1 & year apo) —iand the
SLF punfets and more aocurate.

In'am awerage week, 2000 ARV troops
are killed or caprured and 4,0 desert ta
the MLE. Thix contiouing toll has had &

feep impact in ihe cities; and the walsly
held opimion that the NLF would easily
Wil In @ stealght oallscary Taght Bas I'llH'_I-'tll
a larpe part in galvanising the oppasition
inta action —both From the rght and the
laalt,

TWO GROUPS

[t is very Impertant 1o bs clear abeul
the noture of the urban appesition.. Leay-
Ing asids the vaciflafing oppoaticn from
right-wing bureawcrats amd army officere.
the mass moeenenl s ergmized in teo
Eroupings: ke Feople's Anti-Cormaption
Mowement ond che katinnal Kecopcitis
tion FPoroes

The PACM is predominantly Cutholic,
dtbcugh il alsa has the suppart of the
Cao Dat (a milstary-reliphows sect which
inerriber davs acted as a mercenary army
for dhe French & s leader, Tran Hoy
Thanh, iz cpenly antl-ceaumusnist: his
U 15 that Thiew should ke replaced by
someant beiter ahbe oo deal with the
cpmmunisl threat from the NLF.

The NRF, an ihe ather hand, is oxz-
anissd arcund the militant Boddlist An
Chiang Pageda, which plaved o large past
in the mobilisations rpRinst Pregident
Deem in the saly 1%6d0% Alchoagh it
faked a ‘newtral” pasidon lowands the
MLE At is =x pliciily opposed to imps-
inlist Inlervention in Vietaom, and has also
lzrpely abhsorbed the programme of e
Crammdite: Tor the Tmplamonlation of the
I"wris Accorda,

TENSIONS

The PACM aed NEL wark, kosely ta-
gother, bt grave tensions kave alrcady cm-
el rellecting thir dilfenot sacial and
class hases. While the PACH & fitmby roo-
ol o the privileged Cathalic hierarchy and
the hureaucrnoy —kyers which until recen-
r|:|-' conatituned Thiew's imais base— the MEF
is based an the predominantly Buddhist
woTEing clags of adpoaL

This latter has strong traditiens of tmde
anian argnnisatien, militanoy, and ant-imp-
erihar flrugels, Furthonmoorns, it g e sec-
tiom ol the urban population which has the
stromgest links with the MLE (both tradir-
bonally and at dhe present]. Thus these fwa
argurisations, althaweh bath cominin left
and right wing ehenwents, ar: pracually
vevatalizicg the oppositon alooe class Lk

Both anmmisalions will oltimately have
0 chopse between ollying chemselves with
the imperalists or with the MLE —ia nud-
dle way iy possilide. Given the dramabic
leftaarid shift of the urban miessea the fe=ars
of the Buddhist lendarahip char the FACM
would paeter 10 ally stacll with Thisu

Aed YWeekly

AVAL
EU

rachier than see the NREF grow nre probe
abiy quite justified.
THIEU'S RESPONSE

Becauss of e confused nelure of the
opposition, Thisa's respanse o 71 has been
vary inbied. AL fiest e wont vesy gegily.
afraid of aliensting his base apnang the
Catholice evananore. A ountber of conc-
egsians were maile, inciuding the removal
of ) army efficers and several Gavem-
el Ministers.

Hawmewer it soan hecame clear that
this weuld not stisfy the appasition, and
s & pew nave of repression was Inenched
The Sadpon denenitmabion of 31 Oelaber
was viciousty atencked by riar palice,
sparking off a batile which lasted Tor
marte than thres beurs, Journalists' clubs
ware rakled, and Buddhizt rallles biokes
up. Bul this sboply added Tuel 1o the
flames, so now Thizw has csmed back
aEeR oaie To a pobley of retibinl. Adthk
augh all rallies are coversd by armed police,
thewe have Deen fewsr attempis o shap
Dween Laklitg plads.

ACUTE PROBLEMS

The probkdem far imneriaiism i stifl
mare acute, Hay of the imperinlists
rinchuding Tee Times) woull LK (o see
Thicu teplaced by someones mory pliable
presentable, and ‘reasorabie’, However
there is no ane persoi who coild replace
Thicir and 4till he stromg enmagh 10 hald
Soth Vietnam safe for imperialism,

Tt is guite clear that (6 Thicwy is dep-
mazd, his removal will give the urhan
masses 2dlded coilidencs: in helr own
gtrength —which con only lead tooa dinect
link-up belwein e MLE and the urban
strugge, with disastrous resues for impe
ertatisme Om the other band, il Thieo s
kept in power then the opposition will

probably costimes 10 grow, and the masses
will bagn to look more and man: Lo e
KLF For lkadership - particularly il the
MLT combinues 1o pain in steenpth as it

has heen doing recently,

The growing pace of devslopments in
South YWietnam makes it all the more wni-
portant for militents in this coantry 1
add cheir weight ta the intematicmnal de-
masnid Jor the overthrow of Thiru snd at
the same time strengthen the position of
the WLF by densnding that the Lahaur
Cenvernment Tecagniies the Provisional
Rerealutionary Govesnment of South
Vietram,

David Johnson
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Students oppose Act,

hedge on troops

THE DELEGATES at the National Union of Students’ Conference at
Margate last weekend bore 3 heavy responsibility,

Nimety.collepes had called for an emergency debute on the passing of
Jenkins's unti-terrorist laws and the Irish erisis in the wake of the Birming:
ham bombing. The Margate conference, coming so soon after Birmingham,
had the chance 1o give & real lead to the worki ng class mipvement against

the Jenkins laws.

As conference debated the
emergency Irish resolutions, security
tightened sround the hall. The press
were oxcluded, All baps were checked
o The doors. All visitors were exclu-
ded —well, nearly all, as apparently
ihe Special Branch managed io
worm their way into the hall.

The right wing, hoping 1o ride a
wuve of emolion, were in for 8 rude
awikening. Their condemnation of
mdiscrimingte berrerism for politica)
endds and the demand for the closure
of student union facilities to those
who support such violence were
crushed. The students at Margais
were ook img for 8 way in which
they could contribute positively to
stsbving the crisis in lreland.

The motion that was finally
passed, backed by the Communist
Perty, had a few good points and
several bad ones, fs clear opposition
o the Jenkins anti-terrorist provisions
ad o further move to weaken civil
rights and libertics In Britain is to be
welcomed.

The passing of this statement
makes the NUS The forst mass organi-
LI Lo ¥oice ifs uneguivecal oppo-
fition fo the repressive Jenkins laws
and demand their repeal. Hopelally
it will nol be the lasi,

GREY LINING
However, in every silver cloud
there s a grey lindng. What did they

propose that students should be
doing Lo rid Ireland of British impe-
ralism? Dhd they support Ehe call
for the immediate withdrawal of
British troops, or for the backing of
siudent unions and the NUS for the
Troops Dut Movement, or for a mas-
sive demaonsiration on the apndver-
mry of Floody Sunday? Although

Lhese thing: al the conforence, the
CPbacked motion included none of
them

For the CP the Irish crisis, created
&nd fostered by British imperialism,
can be sobved with a few pious words
and platitudes. They supgest ihe
introduction of a Bill of Riphts in-
Lo a country which was purposely
divided by the British ruling class &
maintain its rule. A& Bill of Rights
will b destined for the waste paper
bins a3 long ay the Orange state, buill
upamn the foundations of protestant
privilege remains.

While it i important that the
MUS took up s position on the need
to withdraw the British troops, the
CP are hedging their bets by =@ying
Lhal the troops shoulkd Girst be with-
drawn to barrcks and then eventual
Iy, in the near distani foture, ot
altogether. To accept this means (2
ggres that the troops had the right
bo be there in the first place. I akso
discounts the likelihood that they
might not just stay in their barragks,
but could well be sent hack to op-
press the nationalist population vet
again,

It was for these ressons that at
Margate the IMG and 18 called for
ahstention on the main motion
becanse of its omiszions and innde-
quacies, About a gquarter of the
delegates agreed.

Still the passage of the C1* motion
i5.4 step forward, though a small-one.
Students now have o go back to the
colleges 0o build a real movement to
force the froops out and get & hiage
turnout on the anniversary of Bloody
Sunday. Having done thal, we will
be in & better position when the next
NUS conference meets to win Lhe
NUS to the demands of selfl deter-
mination for the Irish people ond
the immediste withdrawal of troops,

the [MG and 15 were fighting for

Fart ol st Saturday's demanabestion oeganimed by Brunal University Siudents
Union in solidarity with tha Kurdish striggls for sl f-dhérber miinatian, Desprba harass-
mnt from sgents of The repressiva Iragi Ba'ath regime, the dame marchee frem

Spmkary’ Corntr 1o the Iraqiand Sovict ombasses withaut incideni.

A Hreet thaatrs performed outside tha Iragi embiagy highlighted the disgusting
voliomant of the Savie bureascrasy in genocida against tha Kiirds, whiks spkers
&t tha rally emphasissd the fallurs of the CP-dominated Eegnd Lefr beadarship of tha
Mational Union of Studaerts to take the issse L

Ome of the main slogam aken up by the demonestrators was 'lrag, Turkey, Syria,
bran—Salf-detormination for all all Kurdistan,” A loather digributed by the IMG sl
sainisd out that this serepgle must @2 hand in hand with the siruggle against imperia-
feem, and vearned againgt the danigur that sectiong of (ke Kurdish toadarship—partly in
TEALHioN to the Soviet betrayal of thedr calise—yill Biagin to malca denls with imperis-
Figm, Irandan resction and Ziondsm.

Hopatully this will be but the Tiret of meny, increasingly large damanstrations aof
soialat suppary for tha Kurdish sirugglal

e Woed [ E Morarelre 1459 T i Y

Dalegates at NUS conference stand for one minute’s sience in memory of

murderad antl-fascist student Kevin Gataly

No lead on

grants campaign

The other main isue facing the NUS
conference was how fo fight the con-
Linued erosion of siudenis” living
standards as a result of inflation and
the educalion cot-hacks.

It was pood to ses that now hoth
the 15 and the OCF agres on the merg
ing of the two cam palpns, something

which the IMG bas consistently arpued

for two years.

Bul the only coberent sirtepy put
lorward at Margate to combat che
decline in student living standirds
an all levels came fromm those collepes
backing the 1M line, This amend-
menl cilted for a sliding scale of
grunis, tied to & student cost of
living index; for L350 for all; for
the abolition of all the anomalies
in the prants system; and for the
Latour Grovernment (o reverse all
the cutbacks.

SLIDING SCALE

The demand for a sliding scale,
ber give students immediate comp-
cnsation for inflation, came under
heavy attack From ail sides. Mot
only did John Randall attack the
sliding scale in lds introducrion to
the debate, but he was promptly
fedlowed by two other promineat
members of the esecotive — Al
Stewsst ol the CP-dominated Brond
Left, and Terey Povey of 15,

Far once the executive stood as
e, B0 make sure that the mermh-
arsbup who clected hemn would have
oo cxmpenration for inflation, Since
they lhemselves had o proposals
Lor making e sl stedents do
niot bave oo comtineally chase afler
the elfects of inflation, they have
in pracrice committed students ta
dccapting n real drop in their living
standards.

Povey even went 2o far as Lo call
the sliding scale ‘reactionary’. How
d= it e liomary to make i clear
thut students bave no responsibility
for the present inflationary erisis
and donot intend 1o be made to
pay ot 11T Perhiops Povey could
explain whether the 'wuromaric
eoat of iving regulacar’ put forward
for white collar workers in a recent
Baue of 15 journal is reactionary?

NEAR VICTORY?

Al Blewart, inan inspired moment,
claimed that siudents were on ‘the
threshold of total victory'! Nolhing
could be further from the truth, One
delegate was head to shout sl down
Kilchener”, Wictory for Slewnrt can
anly mesn real and price increases
of 30% and more; the chopping of
money from the discretionany award
budeel; and the toss of aver one [ifth
abf studenis’ income doe 4o inflition.
Some threshold thab is!

Witk victary apparcotly so elnss
at bund, it is hardiv sueprising that
the Brond Lefr pul foreard no mil-
itant campuien of direct acrion. on

& local, srea and national basis. ink-
ing up with thase equally affacied

by the cuts such s teachers, school
students, porters and boilding work- -
ers, In fact the Broad Left seemed

g0 confident of total victory

that they did not even see the nesd
Lo call for & national rent strike.

As one spesker deseribed the
cxRcculive's campaign, (L% like o
balloon, Full of hol air, nothing in
it, drifting aimlessly and then bur
gting in youor face,

HARD LINE

The motion which was pased
will yet again leave students lead-
erless &t the start of next term. Bul
just us over the past (we manths,
fhe authorites can be expected Lo
take a hurd line o pressing through
the cutbacks to shift the onus of
paying for the cash crisis onto stud-
ents and college workers.

The gxecutive showed this term
their imakilily do lead the campaign,
Mow it isup to the militants in the
collepes Lo ensure that next term
seas an extenshon of Lhe 150 ocll-
afes- which hove already seen direc
aclicm this term.

If the execulive fnils io provide
an-effective lepdorship then those
fighting ar the base will have to take
this job on themselves, The MG
students, as they bave shown in il
the struapes this tern, will not
shirk that taak,
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CALL FOR
ALL-OUT
TEACHERS
STRIKE
IN SCOTLAND

The East of Beotband Teschars' Action
Broup he calied for sll-out, Fre-dey s
wish striko setien to begin fram Manday,
2 Decomibar,

The Edwoational |istituie of Seattand—
Témet:hrs’ undon, hew aloo cailed for o total
Seottish stoppage fram Teesday to Thiirs-
day, 3-6 Decamber.

The Scattsh Setondary Schogl
Taschers' Assatiation has akso clled s
e dut on Weelnesday, 4 Dacambar,

Bxchars sre imcensed st the derisory
offer tram the Houghton Commiites of 2
ETD0 interim paymant. This is being
capitalisad en by the Seorish Mt ionslist

| Farty ane has caused eansternation in

Labour Party ranks in Scotlend,

In Edinburgh boeal sounciblors ars
prowsing for tho Edacatian Committen 1o
pay out s aktra month's mlary to e
izachers to sva Labour's bapon,

Thea East of Scotland Action Commit-
tees bpyd demanclad the reknsta (smant of
best yoar's sducation euty and cabiee for g
fight by all teaetrs to make the Britizh
State pay the full cost of rRIrTm gy TR
oucation sysinm.

Militancy sl memaies high but the
refusal of the unions te make an af-out
strike calf is Taiking to taka wdudnitage of
that.

Baanwhiie, iha State is irying to move
in o the dispute. Mombsars of the press
told teenchers at a lobby of the Seottish
Teachers’ Salery Committan ¢hat tho
Special Bramch ware prasant, The Spacial
Branch had turned sp ss bogus jses
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