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Storm clouds
rumble
in France

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS of
workers marched in Puris and prov-
incial citics throughout France lasi
Tuesday, They were observing the
one-day national sirtke called by
the CGT and CFOT union federa-
tions, and the federtion of teach-
e unions, the FEN, in solidoriy
with striking postal workers,
Sirikes swepd through France s
i ol
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The sinke has had bn enOTOL
impact: lens of thoussnds of nost-
ol workers and ther supporters have
demomilrated 1 the streets of Pans,
Their slogans have reflesied the fact
that the period of trist for French
President Giscard's Crovernment kas
come Lo an end. And while trade
unicen leaders claim (hat the stnkes
are “pol polilical’, one of § he main
chants kas been: ‘Giverd, Barfard
The marer will redtle gocounts with

Yo" EXAMPLE
i

jiven the | 5% inBaikon rate i France
thi portal workers” abrike has provided
an cxgmple for many cithes workers, The
disimen, s workers and eleclricily work
exs bawe also come gut, The trade union
moregucrats, remembering oply 100 well
how Lhey were ouiflanked in the greal
strike wuve of May 68, are {0day sup
parting 1he sirikes, plthouph constantly
altempling 10 keep them Armiy ander
their coninol,

Wonelleves, tension berween the Gow-
srnmert and frade uniomsts has reached
new peaks. The palic setcosbsd in clear-
ing post offices pocupied hy striking waor
kers, bul the resubl was massive prolest
demoesirations reminiscens of May "hE

The armsy kas been senl in Lo clear
v geeecls & mabhiah, but members of
the FCR { Bevefutionary Caommunis
Front—French saction of the Fouwrth In
lernationaly have distribulod leatbets
=alling on sobdiers not o scab. In some
barracks scddders are already beENRIRE
o protest,

Meanwhile the French warkers' part-
B4 have been adjustiitg themselves (o
the growing crisis situation, While the
French CF has given up all talk of soczl-
igm and stated ik readiness o serve in
& “povemment of naticnal wirity' witl the
Craullisds, the Socialist Parly has moved
further to the lefi. 1is programme calls
for “narrburcaicratic sovmlism and sell
manapement’, S0 while the CP is trying
Do make ilsEl] acospdable to the capiisl
isls, the Sovialist Party is prettifying itsedl
tix etrengrhen 18 working ciase hase. Nek
Lher, however, ollers the workers any sal-
wtiom =xcepr the parlinmentary ane,

Thoe CLT amd CEDFT are trvimg 1o hald
ek the struggle by proposing the Com
mon Frogramine of CIS8F *Union ol 5w
Left’ afliance anid the election of a ‘&Rt
povernmen L as the salutian;

‘Srrike byv-all means, for highsr wapos,
but don’t challenge the government” is
thelr measape—"leave that Le thie Unign
ol the Left”. This strateey omly demohil-
| ehee innssce and leads oven 1o Elesnod-
al defeats for the workers' parties,

C. Foward,

mside:

Hoover lay offs

War in Middle East
Students - day of action

STC strike
The Budget
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Labour rattles pay laws
social contract in trouble-

he three to two vote of the miners against the National Coal Board's productivity deal has put them right in the forefront of the
struggle against the social contract. This vote is a big political defeat for the ruling class, who saw the deal as a way of destroying

the unity of the miners, their toughest opponent in past struggles.
cabinet ministers pud pay laws right on top of their
apenda.

Williams and her Iriends know tane is ranning
aul, Heiley's Budget has let the ot ool of the bag.
All it offers is n decline in working clasa living
standards, The fraud of the social contract is heing
expoded 88 Labour’s so-called social reforma are
guistly-buried heneath the capitalist economics of
Lhe Hudget.

Up 1o now the Labour Party leaders have
played their cards close 1o thedr chest, They pre-
ferred to let the MUM right-wing make the renning
The vote against the deal has inflicted a stinging
defeat i Gormley und co. and is foercing the La-
biour right-—dng out into the open.

Jenkins, Prentice and Williams have been argu-
ing &t recent cubinet meéetings: that the Government
should openly threaten @ statutory incomaes potley
if the unions do not toe the line. Last weekend al
the Prime Minkster's holiday camp, Chequers, 8-
companied by Lhelr ‘think tank” civil servants, Lhie

disaster the CGoverniment realises that wolunlary
wage réstraint will be blown spart by the first big
soniTontstion with @ decisive section of the

As the British economy slithers sread iy towards
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Orer 100 nanis llh,ll l.rnu.ln unlaniss mnk part last Saturday in the first picket of Islington spaculators Prabbla's
sinon Judge Forbes's ruling that this — anel all othar nan-industrial pickets — ara (llegal. The police took the
judgs’s hint and arvested four people. But supporters of the cempaign will ot easily be deterrad, and the vaeakiy
plchomes will go on. It has also béen decided ta maka the one on 7 December a mass pickad in mpport of the

right 40 pickai. &n |MG spokasparson |inset| oppeaied for suppart trom this for oll rade-unionists n Londan,

drawing a paraiinl with the recent attack on the Shreesbury peckets.  Phows: ANOHEW WIARD (Repartl

working class.

A successiul miners' Tight on wages—be it the
supgested £30 rise of MoGahey or Scarpgills £42 50—
willl 1:,|:||_'|'|_|:|||:.tr]3.I destroy any chancss the Crovern-
ment has of holkling the Hd down on other sections’
wage claima,

Here ihe miners can-sct an examples to other
workers, not only ol frew bo Light bul on wihd!

grvwees bo Pight, This 18 why it is important that Ehey

dior mot restrict their demands to 2 simple wage
claim, By taking up the demand for a sliding scale
of wages and socinl benefils - -applicable oot only
to themaelves but the cest of the working class,
particularly the lower paid—they can show the
inaat effective way to fight infTation,

In seeking support for s future strupgle over the
claim they should approach olher workers in'the
etiergy Industrice and transport, not just on solida-
Tity alome but with & view b submitting joint wage
il s,

By teking up the izue of & joint plan for the
runming of the energy indostrics and the cstablish-
mant of woerkers' confrel, they can take the st
steps towards providing alternative workers” aolu-
Lions Lo the capitalist solutions of the Labour

| Crowornment.




In Caventry this weekend, militants
sctive spuinst recism and fascism
lave their Tirst chance in a long

tmme {0 get topether to discuss the
l=mons of the recent struggles and
ihe tasks of the fwiure. The seiting
s approprinte: Kevin Galely who
was killed in Red Lion Square oppos-
ing the Mational Front was & War-
wick sindent.

The Conlerence has much 10 take
imio account. Two major anti-fascist
sctions on the streets of London ov-
e receni months have made the Tas-
gists of the Mational Front and their
policies & talking point in factores,
wies and union hranches upand doem
ihe coantry,

Alf Jennings

In Leicester, Asian workers at Lm
perial Typewrniler: won a pariia
lory agaimsl docrimsnalson al work,
buf in the teelh of opposition from
fellow white workers and local union
bureaucrats, The Imperial strike 15
the sort of event that forces trade
unionists Lo face the isxie of racism
on the shop Moar,

The recent clection marked the
retum from “exile’ of Enoch Pow
ell, the arch-racist, trailing the re-
sctionary Loyalist legions behind
Bim, and thrusting Ircland into the
centre of the class struggle in Brit-
mim. Powell in the past has even been
able to get some of the best organ-
med workers to take strike action in
support of his racist poficies

Powell is poised to anchor him-
self even more fitmly into those
backward sentiments that form parnt
of the evervday culture of millions of
wiorking peopls: racism, hatred for
irish republicanism, a chauvinist
Ylittle Englander of unkirk® oppos-
ition Lo the EEC, the admirstion o
the "Churchillian' leader-figure, and
ihe sexist moral prodery that sur-
rounds family matters

Powell

Because of this, Powell is &8 poten-
tial tenant of Downing Sireel, lead-
ing & povernment which would pro-
ceed 1o break the back of the unions,
drive down living slandards, give the
police a free hand, and promote mc-
isl persecution, to ‘save the country”®
i & “national crisis’.

I'his is not poing to happen in six
monihs or a year, But the next per-
iod will see these forces of the right
making boroads into the workers’
mevement and trying Lo politically
dizarm it —just a8 the ruling closs are
encouramng the courts and the pol-
ke to strenprhen their repressive
powers wilhoul o by-your-lesve From
Parliament, and are preparing for the

eventunl return of a strong govern-
ment

The threat from the right as
whaole s serous. The racists 2l be
oul [0 promole racial violence. The
made chauvinists, moral hypocrites,
censorship crusiders and law and or
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der Funatics will bang thesrr drums
more lowdly. And ai least & séction
of workers are in immediate danper
ol falling under the spefl of Powell
{and gven the NF) becaisse of the
unashamedly nationalist and chagy
inist basds om which the Labour Pss-
Ly, TUC and Communist Party op-
pocel Lhe Common Market.

Legal curbs

There will be several guestions at
Lhe Conference aroand which contm-
versy already exists and debate wall
take place. How to fight againat the
Mationzl Front, for exumple. Thers
are many, incloding the CP, who be-
Ligvne & campadgn designed Lo achieve
legal curhs - e by sitengthening the
Ruce Relations Act—will do the trick.
Hevolulionaries angue, however, Lhatl
only the mobilisstion of workers ond
siudents on the streets can effective-
Iy depmive Lhe NP ol a plllorm

in there will be many whn be
eve if sufficient to call on Black wo
kera 1o ‘unile® with their white bro-
thers apnnsi the common enemy, vel
remain blind to the simple fact that
fellivw while workers are ollen com-
plicit witly the mansgement in hold-
ing down hlocks. The IMG orgues
thsat if black workerms are not to be-
come hostile to trade unions alto-
palher, the independent orgamsation
of blacks within the unions, when
necessary, and vigorous Cumpaigns
of support wherever black workers
g inlo strugple, are wital

Debates

Underlying Lhese factical” debates
lie fundamental 'strategic’ Bsues Do
we combal Lhe lorces ol political re-
action and the increasing repression
from the stale that these lorces help
promate, by relying on an alliance
of “democratic’ forces to “defend
democracy™ Or do we rely on the
independent organdsations of e
working class to overfurn capital-
st purligmentory democracy and re-
Mace il with workers” democracy?

These issees will not be resalved
at Warwick. What the conference
must do however is alert the labour
movement ta the fact thal the fighe
agzinsl racism and foscism are in the
interests of all workers. Racism and
fasciam harbous the growlh of a
strong state; and can cply be com-
batred effectively by Lhe workers'
maovement taking wp in a eystematie
way the Baues that are strong points
ol the right.

The resolution passed by the Man
chester Anti-fasciat Cominictee and
submikted 1o :I'hi.". Warwick Conlerence
iz the sort of basis on which local anti

[ascisd bodies and Lhe anli-fascist/anti-

racist movemant in pencral can unite,
despite dillerences on other matlears

AS a First step to developing a sys
lepraslic res ponge G0 Lhese develop-
tuents, itg support for the ideaof a
trade union conference on Irelimd,
alveady called for by Joan Maynard,
should he token op by the Warwick
Confetrence.

SCARMAN
TRIBUNAL
CONTINUES
ATTACK ON
WORKERS’
RIGHTS

OVENTRY CONFERENCE CANCHART
TI-FASCIST

The Scarrman Tribumn] resumed
ilx hearing on Monday in the midst
af an unprecedenied of lensve ng
alnat demacratic righis by the jud-
ICinTy.

Widpery has sent down the Shrews

bory Two, while his fellow-judpe
Forbes haz handed down the noier-
lous Prebible's judyment making
picketing illegal for all mon-ndustcial
disputes.

Scarmun will be under heavy l-
ing class pressure 1o keep the pot
boiling by recommending that the
palice are ghven awore powers,

I'he position of the Intematienal
Marxist Group is to oppose all new
prwers for the police. IMG spokes-
persont al the Tribunad, Dave Bailey, told
Mt Weekly that he would also
he putting forward a demand for the
repeal of the Poblic Order Act

“In sur view, the ime has come

ter pet rid of this permlcions legisia-
ticm, %0 thot the lnbonr movement

cam take up the burning political is
sues of the day - like the fascisr threar—
without police interference.’

A demooratic rights won by the
lnbour movement affer decades ol
straggle come under Gre, we vill have
io step up the campaign o defend
them. The Scarmin Tribosol is only
afile |:Ju| farm where these demands
ure being taken up. The trade wnions
und the Labour Pariy are others.

A campaign misd be boilr demand-
iny.
Eepeal-of the Fublic Orcler Act,
—Dsbandment of ihe speeial “anti-
demo’ police, the SPG and the mouni-
ed poliee.
Dropping of all charges under the
Pablic Order Acl and the Conspiracy
Acl

Workers’ strike - ‘censorship’
Bosses’ lock-out -“democracy’

Appeals to defend the “freedom of
the press” are flying thick and fast
these days

The cause of all this uproar is
nesne cdber than the National Union
of Journalists, which has suddenly
replaced the print unions as the
chief bogeyman of the newspaper
buosses.

The MUY achieved this distinction
simply by applyving a few ‘sanctions
to back apits wape cladm agarnsi
the provincial emplovers in the
Mewspapar Society —in other words,
by Blacking copy fram non-union
SOUMECE.

The response of the em pleyers lias
tieen o seremm bine merder abead "throaes
L demovracy - amd b U wide ol the
Wiestmiinstur Press, Lo sack 63 empipyoes
I i Kewiteh Times rdap. O Monday
anall-aaf strike af journntises working oo
Nowspdper Socicly papuers hegan in the
Lomdan aesk ta depnaisd thair reinstads
manl,

'‘DEMOCRACY
T'he whals 2FPair bas thrown o rarher
inlarssting Jeht on the naturs of demae-
Y Bl e press edes cd pitalsm, The
adtorizl dimectior o the Weslminster
Pross, far insennoe, justifiad the orneh

Piones sackinpson the grounds Lhal the

Jaurnalists’ action ‘faterfered with an
dlifar’s right to decale what app=ars in
his newspaper. Thix is consarship. !

In ather worda, iF ore wdicor, answer
ankx anly Lo hiscapilzbst propsicion, de-
termioes with on ron hand what goes inte
d- newspapei - Lhal's ‘democrocy.” Bad if
his eipplovos, whose cafMzrive ellooLs
alons ensure the grodoction of the paper,
interfere gf afl with this Lessgiven right
thar’s 'vernsorship’

WAGE CLAIM

Fditors gnd newsapaper hassess ars mow
plending with Michael Foor far exemaptian
frous any futore legislation anfarcing the
dlosed shop, They cBiim in pardcelar thai
chuis worild oL at 2 senall growpine called
Ol Drasti tu b of Tourantisie, which cluims
Lix 2 2 reCopriiecad brade unian,”

Foecopmised b the: workors” [ER N FE
tivns s Lhe 10 milllen strong TUL, is 8
thein? Well-nel exazily, Mo, these “profes.
sianal’ peopie ars “resumised by the
Regifteer of Trade Dinions, 25 oms o a Tow
surb owtlins left en Dils books alter the
withdrawal al most uniens aver the Endus-
trlal Kelations acd

The Oght by journsliats, boath aguimst
the ‘demozacy " of the eraplaysrs amd o
the closed shap, is Hs 4 vitd ane for all
Irade unionisls.

But at the smme Lime, sight must net be
okt o the wage demond which spacked ol
ihik confrantation, Thi originad ballat for
all-oa sirike action on the Claiom wae Tost

¥ a1 small majomity, I ernplayers”
TEspanEe be Spisclions, however, bas changed
the sipantion; il has shown yoa can' po
soans of LThe way withour belng prepared
bix goeall chs sway il necessary.

Thiz all=mat srrike in Lasd oo, salled
by the ML Exéanlive abter o call fromy i
Lamd o action comniittes, 13 &o excallent
move in Ehds Jirecton; bul ies terma g
Bz entended to inchede flve fghl Dor the
clatm 2y well 25 the selesiaiement of the
Kerfirh Fimed journalies, I 6 glac lm-
Pttt Lhat dhis mows 12 aed a8 a Tocus
argiimd which to campalen 2mong Mews-
mper Sowiedy foarnolises sitsile Loodan
Tor similar action,

Jdosn flarsion

S T
ACTION COMMITTEE FOR THE
DEFEMNCE OF JOURMALISTS

Public meeting: Wednesday, Dsc-
embar 11th, 7.30pm.

END STATE INTERFEREMNCE N
THE MEDIA, |

ETOP THE DAVID MAY TRIAL |

5t Bride’s Institute, Bride Lana, EC4

Speakers include David May, Eamoan
McCann and a Labour MP.
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POLICE

WHITEWASH

The brutsl killing of Kenneth
Lennon last Easter mised & storm

of protesi.
'ﬁw.- davs betore fils death he

had visited the offices of the National
Councl of Civil Liberties, and told
them that he was scared that the
Special Branch were gelng to kill

him. Lenmon was 2 police informér
whao infiltrated the Republican move-
menl i Britain and helped to set-up
two Irish militants in Luton (both

are still in jail)

Raoy Jenkins asked the police o
investigite the killing. Inewiably,
they have prepared a whitewash
report exonztating the Specal
Branch.

Judpe Widgery, no mean white-
wosher himsell —he exonerated (he
army over the Bloody Sundsy killimgs
in Derry — sald while dismissing an
appeal by Lennon's family, that in
these days of troubles the 5pecal
Branch had to do a lot of “unpleassnt’
things. The lzarned judge colild have
gone on and added: . ncluding
killing of1 troublesome ex-informers

WHITEWASH

The coroner at Epsom, Li. Col
Cearge MeEwsn, no doubt got the
mesmape loud ond clear from the
Home (dfice. He sefused to allow
the lswver for the Lennon family,
John Matis-Mills, (0, 10 RETmmim
the wi Special Branch alfiees,
Commander Rodger and Det_ Insp-
ector Wickens.

The LL Colonel remarked: *1 fhink
it best that these officers should not
attend”, The foreman of the jury me-
affirmed that he did not wish the
Special Branch officers questioned
gnd the jury convenlently decided
that Lennon had been murderad by
‘0 pesson Of persons unknown’
Crzorpe Molowan is o COreee who
knows his job 5o the whitewash is
complete, with cnly the police regrorl
commissioned by Jenkins remaining
i be published.

Mol o singe l.'.1]_.l:13|.|.31 ACWEPIPET
has made the Lennon alfair into
the Walergate of the British police
cetablishment. Too much alss would

-ome oul and the proprietors of oor
for publishing Lennon®s statement
before he was killed and breaking it
ter the presa is somehow got rid of.
The establishment also dominates the
MNLCL
“free pres” might pet tainted. When
cvir 4 massive cock-up involving the
Special Branch or the Aray of the
Secrel Service occurs the Brotish
mlablishment closes ranks. Both
wirigs of the Parliamentary Labour
Party eaperhy concur with onby the
odd Labour MP striking a discordant
note, An cppressive curtain of
stlence 15 drawn over Lhe whiole
alTair. Even the National Secretary
of the WCCL, who was responsible

VER LENNON
KILLING

Umly the socialist press of the ey
olutionary lefl { Workers Press, Soci-
alint Worker and Red Weekiy ) will
question the coroners decision and
they, unfortunately, reach a amall
audicnce. Monetheless, over the next
months we bave lo ensure thal the
guestion of Lennon, Littlsjohn and
the use of 5B provocatenrs {8 ralssd
wheniever Labour MPs and Ministers
attend mestings. Lennon wae killed

w0 Lhal Be could nol sl any moms

tzles, bui his victims are still in prison,

Koy Jenking must not be alloowed
to pet away with concealing the iden-
Lty of Lennon's monderess,

C. Howard

SAAL BRANCH  INVESTIGATING- THE uneymmafmn |
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IINJROIGUS!
WORKERS MOVEME
& IRELAND

THE APATHY OF THE WORKERS MOVEMENT about the rofe of
the Labour Govermment in Ireland was taken op last week by the
two opposite ends of the political specirum based on the Catholic
workinng class in the Morihern sin counties of Ireland. That J[llln
Runse of the reformist and collaborationist Social and Democratic
Labour Party could be pushed into tongue lsdving all wings of the
Labour Party indicates how far the Labowr Governmeni has pone
in compromising with the Loyalists.

Oy five months ago there was a Cabinet Mimsler in a govern-
ment that presided over Long Kesh and defended the whole policy
of internment. But the SDLP is subiext Lo twnlln ite contradictory
pressures which force il into periodic somersaults —the Southern 1
Irish bourgeoisie and the Catholic working class in the shettoes of
the Morth. In 1970, the five MPs who later formed the SDLP
voted for the Criminal Justice Act which earried » mandalory aix
moiiths prison sentence for anyone anreated by the British army
snutch squads. However only one year later, the upsurge of the
Catholic masses had forced the SDLP out of Stormont. They
gave their full backing to the mas anti-inlerament, rent and Tales
strike pledging neéver again to aceept office until inlernment was
ended—and then entered the power-sharing sdminigtration which
ended so abruptly with the Loyalist peneral sitike in May,. Not ooly
did they do nothing about these pledges bul hounded the rent and
rate sirikers they had previoushy backed so vocifercausly .

Mow with their power-sharing house of cards collapsed and Long
Kesh in ashed, they are once again on their ‘militant’ bandwagponing
desperately hoping they will not lose support t0 the republicans.

With hiz pathetic aconsation thai “intemnment acts as a recamiting
agent for the Provisional IRA," Home i making o plaintive plea for
a few crumbs from British impetializm to assnage the insurgent hase
in the ghelloes. ;

In doing that he exposed the type of rubbish thet Labour
Minister Merlyn Rees goes in for. Hume proclimed “to argue thet
{nfernment i necemsary in Morthern freland becanse of the violence
that exids thera" is dishonest. *Internment has increased rather than
decreased the violence,”

Hume had no solutions, byt Deithi O Comeil, Viee President of
Provisional Sinn Fein, speaking on I'TVs Weokend World program-
me was able to spatlight the real problem—‘the terror waged by the
troops in Ireland * His answer was far more relevant than that of the
Eﬂlr.llemtndthwmﬂhhnd.ﬂ!dﬂn“tj-tm!m
end o inbernment hot “the opening op of the juils o Ireland and
Britmin.” And he was clear that Irish people should be free to sort owt
their own affairs free from Brifish nterference throogh an " All-lre-
land Conference.”

Unfortunately, ihe bombing campaign in Britain shich he
threstened 1o step up B not the way fo achicve these ends. The fact
of the matter is that the Irish Catholic working class & still under
the futelage of The SDLP. The key tagk i the winning of thess foroes
Loy Lhe essential demands of the withdrawal of broopa and for self
determination. The struggle of the lrich people as not yet reached
the slage of all-out war, except in the heads of the Provisional
keadership. Al the polilical problema of winning the Irish people Lo
that stage of mobilisation where a fight 1o the death against British
ymgeerinkism & on Lhe cards have aot beon solved. Because of this
miseatinsate of where the struggle is al, the demands that he put
forward of a “stuiement of intent” mther than “immediabe anl wpcon-
ditional withdrawal® conm anly confuse the masses in Ireland and ynd
mine the solidarity movemest for the withdrawal of troops in this
COUmtTY,

' Conail wae absolotely correcl b neist on the need for the
armed defence of the Catholic ghettoes. He cut thiough all the hyp-
oerlay that it i British troops which are preventing a civil war.

A sectarian war has been going on for three years under the cover
of the British army.

The Provisionals recognise Chat thiz sactarian conflict would prob-
ably continue after the withdrawal of roops. Buol the IRA &id not
seak confrontation with the Loyalists, “We seek dialogoe with all
ahades of Irish opinion . Bul the chaf obetacle at the moment is
the presence of an army which iz bostile to the very deéa of a free
Ireland, coming into its own in the development of a frec and imnd-
spendent nation”,

These troops have Lo be pot oul, Even in a siluation where the
Lovaliste launch @ civil war, O°Conall clearly pointed out the
Irish dimension. “The peopls of the Sowth will creafs an army that
will not permit the slaughter of Catholics on a massive scale. The
frish people Tight across the nation. will not stand idly by, irrespec-
tive of what the politiclane will say. Significant sections of the Irish
army will not stand by irrespective of what ofders come from podig-
icians’. The mistake of thoss who argue that the British army is
needed to stop a civll war is precisely that of thess who look st
eland through the imperialist spectacles of the Six Counties alone.

‘Uhe inistence of the SDLP that it waes ‘high time that the labour
movement was keft in no doubt and was fully aware of the outrages
for which it wag reaponsible’ despite the hypoctisy hits the mark.
Unless the British trude union movemant begine to take ap its resp-
onsibilities on Ireland the consequences will be far worse than TRA
bomhba.

It will be at the expense of the unity of the working class in the
face of & chauvinist campaign led by someons like Powell on a prog-
ramme of national salvation.

O Comeil certainly does not provide any relevant answers with
his Bombing campaign, but he mises some of the crucial problems
confronling the Irish peopls. A trade union conference to discuss
the responsibilities of the British trade undon movement, as called
for by the Troops Out Movement, especially in the face of a Lab-
our governmnt udministering imperislist policy, would be a worth-
while First step.




TORTURE IN WEST GERMAN

PRISONS

Holger Meins, 3 33 year-old polit-
al prisoser on hunger sirike in &
Wl Ceerman prison, died last week,

This sparked off demonsirations
= all the major German cities: SO0
malitants marched in Berlin alone.
Meins was a member of the Red
Army Fraction (EAF — known also
= ihe Baader-Meinhofl group) and
B death brought instant repercus-
foms. West Berlin's chiel judge, Guen-
ger won Drenkmann,was shot dead by
ma masked commandos, and maores
peprzals were threstensd.

The hunger strike was begun by
the 42 imprisoned members of BRAF
lasi September in protest against
Special Treatment and Destruciive
Imprizsonment”. While the toriures
mllicied on the posoners may nol
mppear to be as brutal as those carr-
i oul by the Gresk lorturers or by
e Chilean military, the effects of
e sophisticated fortures used in

US miners close down

America’s | 20 00 miners closed
down the coal fields af midnight on
Monday 11 Movember,

The miners are calling for a sub-
sianiial wage [ncresse and hig fmps-
gvemenis in gafely. Last Movember
the miners got a seven per cent iner-
e but sinee then inflation has shot
up past 12 per cent and the price of
food has gone up by 20 per-cent. This
yezr miners have suffered a cul of
five per cent in thei living standards,

Up to six monlhs ago o miner
wad &lbowed to buy coal for 510 a
bon — the cost price. Now he las Lo
puy 521, Coal prices have gone up
&l per cent and profite are up by
1B}l per cent
SAFETY

Safety is of tremendous concern
1o the miners. In the 39 days whilsi
mrpoiiations were taking place bet-
ween the coal owners and the United
Mineworkem” Unlon, 39 miners were
Rafked

German prisons could nomethebeds
cause permanent damage.

ARRAIGNED
Peychodogists who have boen

studying the effects of similsar tort-
ure used i freland in the intemmeni
camps have already produced some
devastating evidence and 2% a resull
Lhe British ‘:i-L'l'rl.-"IIIll"ﬁF"l'lt is at the
moment being armigned bolore thi
Human Rights Commission. In Wesi
Germany, the RAF have become
the victime of new forms of psych
ological toriure, which include
— systematic wegregation from othes peis
wners; exclusion fram all commensd sct-
jurtios angl @ Ban on gl conversatann with
atb EisreTs,

— spacial screens tixed outsids the esll
weitaboyw which disfor] sny e SEpnions
of the outsade.

— poplitary DMErcEsE wAth o opporiEnTy
o s or spedk 10 atler prisoners snd
hndcirfting during exerciss

- corsorship and conliscation of books
artl papars.

roand Lo-collécting the fines. The
big companies simply ignore the
fimes and carey on in the old way.
The Fittson Company has paid up
only 57,300 of its 82,1 millicn fines
It was Fittson who tried to blame
Laod when iis dam broke and sliow-
ered death and destruclion along
Buffale Creek, West Virginia in 972
Obviously they think MISA should
agk Crowl Tor the fines.
Consolidation Coal, owned by
Continental il — after tax profil
for first gix months of 1974
520 60] GO0 — has paid K S00,000
out of B2.9 million Rockebellar
and his famdly mow own J00, 000
shares in Consolidation. In 1968,
TR of their miners were huried
alive in o fall. This “pubbic-spirited
servant” offered no help or comp-
ensation t0 the miners' families
lelaind Creek Coal, owned hy
Senntor Gore of Tennesses, forked
out caly B 249 000 of the 1.3
milliom assessed by MESA.

Since 1900 100,000 miners have dicd PROFITABLE

w5 a resull of .L-Jr.:zdm:ts or diseases like
e sotorows *black lang’. Al present
muiners gef no dissbhlemeni pension
mnless they have an accident when
they are over 51 venrsold and have
Been working in the mines for 16
FEAML

The UMW has called on the Dep-
artment of Inlerior’s Mining Enfor-
cement and Safety Administration
o come down on ensafe conditions
Bul MESA has failed to deliver the
g

Although MESA has the power
£ fine coal owners who fail to mest
malely requirements it just oever geis

For some, black hang and aceid
ents-are profitable, Conl-country
lawyers are scooping in fortunes in
black-tung fees from the stale comp-
ensation programme which is kindly
underwritien by the Trebsugy and
which ultimately culs inlo the claim-
ing miners’ compensation. Tn 1972
and 1973, lawyer Kelsey Friend
&1, of Pikeville Eenlucky, collected
g cond B2 2million in fees.

For years the UMW was ruled by
a gangster-iike bursaucracy which
plundered the funds, physically
smashed up il opponents and aven
sold ont the UMW bhospitals in the

In the casé ol specil prisoners a
new scheme of isolation has been
devied known as the “Tote Trakl!
where the prisoner 18 cut off from
amy morml human sounds, He does
not hear gnprhing, not even foolstopa.
Fofald Auwgustin was held in the
“Tote Trakt’ of Hanover prison from
May to Octaber of this year. The
imsidbe of his cell was insulsted by an

Appalachian mountains, These hos-
pitals were built with union money
for the free treatment of miners and
Lheir families,

In 1%63 the UMW was taken over
by “Tony” Boyle who inherited the
COITUpL Lewis regime and used it
tog umself and his hepchmen, In
1969 the Boyle repime was challen-
ged by Todeph Yablonski bui in the
1972 elections Boyle, by (iddling [ he
ballot, kept Yablonski oul, Thres
weeks loter Boyle bad Yablonaki and
his wife and daughter murderad,

Yuhlonski's revelstions — for years
he had been a Bovie man — and the
asmassination thgeered of f a cevolt
i the ranks. Miners for Democracy,
an opposition group inside the union
wan a new ballot againgt (he disfred-
ied Bovie men,

AWAKENED

_ The rank and file were awakened
troim a long torpor of apaihy and
demoralisation. They saw the slect-
ion of the new regime led by Arnold
Miller as the go-ahead to start a
seftius Nght for better wages and
improved safety,

The economic ¢rsis leading ro
swelling living costs and the incre-
ssex in world oll prices have given
that meod a further shot in the ann.

In the summer of this vear afrer
13 blocdy months, one of the most
bitter and violent strikes in American
conl mining hisiory came to an end,
The 400 miners of Harlan Connty,
Kentucky won the right to union
pay scales and conditions. The Dule
Power Company, sinth largest utility
company in the world which owns
thiee mines in Harlan was Brought
to heel. The miners now feel that
they have the strength to take an
the coal bosses,

The miners are demanding a six-
hodr day, 30 paid sick days per vear,
no compulsory overtime, mare eff-
cctive aafety commilless.with one
full-tirme safery officer oneach
shifl te be elecrad by the miners
and paid for by the coal companizs.

The voal ownera® fesr of o long
gtrike--which would rapidly hit other
gectors of the Amedican SOOIy —
B already been shown in the speed
with which they hopveretumed o the
nepotinting table to alfer the UMW
bureddcrals a fow more concessions
in return for a new controct. Instead
of Laking acdvoncage of this weakness
to preas theis Cull demands, however,
ihe bureaucrats bave agresd 1o a
compromise which will be put to a

irom threshold Scon high and a sound-
procl soreen was placed on the cell
window. This total sonic vacuum can
have extremely demaping effects.

Scientilic resesreh has establishead
that torture through withdrawal of
wound hay Fhe same &flect on Che
human body a= continued slectnc
alincks, 11 was against theas methods
that the BAF decided to lannch a
hunger sirike and sinee last Ssprem-
ber more than 30 prisoners have
heen {orcibly Ted,

When Ronald Augustin was rem
oved from the “Tote Trakl® they
stopped forcihly feeding him, bt
also stopped supplving him with
waler, hoping thereby that he
would be forced to donk milk or
beer, For 3% days he went without
woter. The washing water was pois-
o with chemicals] 1 was only
solidarity from the other prigoners
that forced the authorities to resume
supplying Augustin wich drinking
water, Meins dicd sfter being forc
ihly fed, ke Michael Gaughan, the
Irish political prisoner who dicd

last surnmeT in similar circumsiinces.

The political prisoners of 1he
Fourth Beich, governed today by
Laermin social-democracy, find
Chemselves isalated From the Ger-
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mun iabour movemant. Onlyv che
groups on the revolucienary iaft
{including the Germon section of
the Fourth International), who dis-
agres totally with their tactics
{urban guerrills warfare o German
cities) are in the forelTond ol their
defemnca.

The RAF prisopers hove been
keld since 1972 without trial. The
manufacturing of evidencs and
wilmeses takes slightly longer
thess daws. Bur che tortures ars
begnning o arnuse distontend
Even the West Gerroan beanch of
Amnesty Inverpational kes been
compelled to ask its Lopdon head-
puarters bo gel upoan indapendent
comimission of inguiry.

The Crerrman social-democrits
and the CP are extremely shorl
sightad in tolerating these torrurcs.
It ix not inconcaivahle that in the
wears 0o come eheir own membeis
i ghil also be sabjecred {o them.

Fusrrhaer inlermation can be obtained
from: Kamites Gegan Folter An Politis-
chen Gefanganan In Dar Brd — Comm-
litess Agairet Toriwre of Political Pris-
onare in tha FRG, 2 Hamiarg 60 =
Alsterdorfer BS Sbr, Garmany.

Joan Stott

By JEFF KING
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Dhisce again there is widespread talk of another war in the Middle East,
writes SALEH JAAFAR. For the bourgeois press this is simply o question
olidle speculation on the probable military trends and outcomes of sech
4 war, but for Marxists it is above all else a podisical question

It is likeely it will be difficult for lsrazl to take the militarv instianve however

miuch it
pricr knowledee and tacit

|
cormmin that the Lutter will

nay. wanl and meed 1o fo
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GREEK
RIGHT
WINS FIRS
ROUND

It is clear a5 we go to press that the
conkervitive “MNew Democracy” par-
iy of Consianting Karsmaniis has
wosk &n oulright victory i the Greek
elections. But the way in which it
wai achieved means that his Govern-
ment will surely face troubled times
abead,

Kafarmanlis presénted himsefl
as the sobe pumrunter that there
woild bz no return to the days of
the junte<inoiher words, "Karnman-
lig or tanks”, The very real fear he
played on was underlined-- particul.
asly in tirabaress—by the survil
of many local anid state officials
from the days of the junts,

This was symbalised at the top,
of caurse, by the continiation of
Ceneral Gizikis—one of the leidéns
of the sécond military coup in Moy
ember | 973—in the presidency.

VOTING SYSTEM

Karamankis was #lso able to bm-
pose @ voling sysiem which was
bound to'gve his party g advanl-
ages. The election: were condisted
om the besis of voting Egis drewn up
B iRE e {Trom which magyop
positionists undéftandably with-
held thelr rames). Thé Busdeeds of
thousands of Greel workers abroad
were denied 4 vote. T:I n nhind
voling dpe wis set al X

The effect ol the Ia=t TIEASHIE
which excluded mearly B of the
clectirate~was clearly seen in the
student clections held a week béfore
the geiprrl eleclion; Heee the group
suppaftin g Karamanlic ﬁu&:’ﬁ;deu it
winning onf¥d 7 outof the 3le
seats, while the vadious lefi-wing

onps won more than 240,

Bul the main reason for - Bis sue-
e wan that Bealong was able to
unite the Greek capitiiist clasa be-
%Ld a clear poditical projecs with an.

intemal purposes

approvil of Americen impeulism, [¢ & equatly
of be torihcomeng until there hos been a furiher

round of d [N lie Imanocuvics over | question

e

Israel of the

-unist Party~the

'mud the m Hate
— pEined topeth £

withowut it lzasi (he

of the West Bank. the

Houte thisit

Ry war o could

L PETEUESSEOMS

1y On Cstaliiig s

o

axperienced and ;-:’.-pl‘l|ﬂl|-:.u[§
e Focarry i ot '
Karamaniis's failure to ppa-m

st bummacy he ariny & ﬁ

poltce is no sccident —the only way &
B can hope to contain the wirks %
movEsRend i lhr:ﬁi-ﬂl r-:ipu;:mv
Appargiueaia & tare’: ﬂ%
dawnplays the vﬁnm of p
inment. This is wh

£a much aﬂlmﬁhm for the Fm
presidential systent, which wis Eun1t
up in just this way by de s '@

LEFT EI!‘JIDEE
The left, on the other hand

desply dmdu:dlud Levpiy ufuwe.pu%

ed. The two factions of thiiCon

ine "U.I‘I

pases of the elésticn under (e
nef of the United Left; Bat ihis
would not concer! the real crisis of

pempectives for (ke Stalinists in

—ﬂtﬂl II'HM AT el
unity” sad ‘de

the junts was nve

ed to the Hun
’ 2 2
- They also fast vates heavily to 4
new Panhellenic Sociatist Movemeni

IPASDR ) S by Andreas Popondsson:

wivich al least tuiked —if only ina -

very demagogle way - about the necd
tor socialiem {and was attacked by
the P for doing 4op

{me thing i certain, Mnﬁ\-m@

the heneymoon will not last ]mg_
The effects. t]m sl n. |
S Chisis sha_np]],r

Teo

1% ul

where r m tu:m
i n. than 3
hg;-:u i

emipls by’

i’&e"ﬁ pay fm' the ks :m]._l |'.|'|.|:
wilh hesiy registance. The f ght b
oply just begin,

John Marston

-

= aoen ad alao worseriod a8 the cconamy is

i

witkin the Aral world. Even more
mmpirlanily, U a-.'-.lr-:'.ru'll.- rizhe Lo !
at a time of worldwide capitalise cri
ter misk the imderagtione! spiffower
effeeie that tend to Be penerated by

Arab-lsracti wars: heightened inter-lmp-

erialisl tengionsg, chaneing ol polities,
anel o guestion mark over detenre with
The Soveet Uinon

American policy is therefore work
g i Pwo directions, Pest, 1T 18 mags-
wvely resarming =ruel, partly in prep
aration for another war and partly
g “deterrent’ thal might Tnghien
of f the Arab regimes. Secondiy, it
s searehing through Kissinges fo
the “holy grail” of Middle Eastern
bowirgenis politics — the ‘mapee line”
Lhat will sepavate Hrael Trom the
Arah workd in fnst ruch a as Lo
make zll parties happy,

fiul this palicy s doomed 1o
failure, because this magic hoondary
doer med exint in the objectlive cond-
itions in the Middle Basl, The conf-

wha )

lict between Licnism and the Arab

miksses is only superficially a berrit
orial onge.

i mare fundamen
i Slopisms role as the principal .;I|_'.-
of imperializm in the area, combined
wilth the imabilily ol The Arab niling

i@l lewel,

% classes to mect even the most elem-

entary needs of the Arob mnsses,
which slands in The way of uny long
term ‘stabilisation’ of the area The
effects of this are already visible.

It EGYPT a crowd of more thag 2,000
reinily set fire Lo two trams i Cnire in
noatest at having to wall three houss 1o
et lome Fronm wark.

The: Egvplian Cstvirnment has olfic
ially dewcribed this and ather such spomt
neows mass actians which layve becn
|!'.-'I|:I|II,': i ower Uac last few montihs as
‘reprut nble incidents”. But unfortunoiely
for the regime, this particakar expression
has pow Bsen turned amingl them in o
pevuliardy Lgyplian way.,

Ii has now boon syatcmatlcally incoes-
potated indo evervday speech, newspaper
carlccing o mribcies a8 5 means of Jipk-
Bghting the régiime’s Lotal imahility to
dizl with the steadily worsening cconomic
srtwb fom nssde Lhe countey.

A mew mood s developing amanpsd
thi Epypdkan imzsses. I ixvory different
from the waves af oplimism which foadl-
owed on il begls of the Oeiober war

yiral, indeed, il i beginming to bear
3 unking resemblance to Lhe pre-Ociober
siluathon, with ils student demonstrabons
&nd working class stnkes (in the Helwan

(FL]

; omplexl,

Pregident Sadat’s respaornise tir the for-
cious inflation which hae bien sweeping
Fpvpl was (o impase price cantrals. (m
the Face af it, nathing ro complain abowl.
Hur thess ipesasurses have been introduced
in the wake of increasing denetésnalizafion
ol the Egvpiian coannniy (bepun By Masser
after the 1967 delsl) which has made
Ep il invreasingly depenitent on the
wirhl copitalist markst,

Price contools o such a situation have
smply bl Lo chromic shottapes of hasic
cammadities, The quality of the poblic seme

e loneer graned Lo provide for them
nichlic transpart and sewape bave Been
paclicularly bard Rt

This "translformation of Fpypd* inla a
Baven of cheap lubour For impe rinkist cap-
I1=d 12 belng brought shoat ot o price
a--'lil\."ll the Egyprian mling class 2 deree
pined 1o exaed Irom the masses. But the
lgyprian masses are pow felling Sadal that
they don'L indend o pay up.

Thee repgime is tsercfon

a 1§

oHYE R 18 JE dinder Ir-.'-|||-.'-m'lr-||g [T
Lar bramslatie its ‘preal wictory - over Shon-
g in Ulefaber it semating mare
ngillo thar a meagne sorip el uscless
dleserl. Tlds wauld reguic al Ieast the:
roturn of the Sinai peninsulrarsd an imp-
raimiend Iy the glandacd of Iwtne of fhe
papularian

Bl on thee etlisr B, the mdans by
wlch the Epyptian tulime ol has cliossn
to fhehd Ek L slavighly adlwring g
Adnencan imperialism in the hapse of bring
itp abreal 2 vhange in Be anperialisd alien

SITELT]

m tne mMiadaie

East?

Piang] by 435, along with drustic cats in
Civwvernment suhsiilies on Fosrteen hasic

1o many wavs rhse dilenume of the
Liordet ropdaie is oven grester than tha
uf Sadat, Mor anly i the sconamy in
sapimbles, but the lsrecli political lesder
ship & deeply divided within itscii as a
resull of the relative diplmfstic schieve

Tha waakening of lsrael's intematikonal largaining position was showr imost dramatically

last wmek whan Palestinian bader Yassir Arafat was all

2] Eggg.rm the UM Assamblby

minl — has meaitl ug 10 10w 19 FECowEry
ob terrilory and o recdaciEan in the standard
ol biving of the masses

Thix paraslax is producing an incnas
ingly yrarable divation which iz pow bop
inning sericusty te eidermics Sailat's pal
1tical authority in Lgypt.

In ISRAEL the situation when viewed
from irside tee country docs nor Beek
rmarkedly differenl

With a rate ol inflation of 409 a vear,
angl with military expenditure on new
copaipment ircleding the cost of {he
decline in production resaliing from six
manlks of mohilisation esiimated ai
41} ) million Ismach pounds - more than
the country's Gross Mationsl Prodisct!
the Crrvernment has clearly heen sitting
on 3 voleanno of disconient Tor some Hine.

Tl firsi explasions have now beon
sul afl with the drvaluation of the laael

imerre of thy Arah regimes following the
(hedober war,

Tl Prosbrated and inconiplete chors
Lor of the lsractlmililary victory in
Clztober s guite serioualy weskened
Lsrzel’s internailonal parpining postion.
All 1t has poing for it at e moment is
LS imperiatizsn’s linpdicit ngreement
thist 1 g3 lill the mast dependable ally
len the: area.

This recognition nesd no pecessaridy
be peflecicd toa srrengly in Kissinger's
pulitical antice, Whore it comes through
very clearly is in the increagingly Troquent
shipments of arms Inclisling warplanes:
il wible weapoRg (ngd just aparc paris

Lv bsmnel by the 15,

Aiccording to s reporl by the Intern-
altiomal Instineée of Sirztegic 5, thess
have not galy restored lerpdd's armaments
ta Husic pre-October 1973 level, but have
also comsadeably strengihensd laasl's wl-
vartape over the Arab sésmmes an o purely
military level

LE TR
15 Pl

ar 3t Ltk
Bz, Laedipd BS3

Our Gommon

A dE s Foika i Saordinelicg el fer

| ‘Portugsl, Nato and the CLA'
Tha multnationals—Plesey”

B Bp timduding postags].

newsletier of the Portuguese Workers' Coordinating Committes
November issue just out. Artcles include—

"The working class movement in Portugal—a background®
‘Angala; indupgrnd-ance- of colonialism’

Subscriptions: TOp. for 10 issues, from MCE, 18 Fieet Aoed, Londan MW,
Individual cooies: available from Red Books, 37 Caledonion Foad, Landom

'Fascists out of London® was the message which grested Portu-
guese Dwafence Minister Vitor Alves at the reception arganised

i For him by his embassy last Friday, when a number of Portugu-
esg militants turned up to ram home their call for & pusge of
reactionaries from the ambassy staff.

Last Saturday more than 30 militants from the newly-Form-
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ed Spanish Solidarity Committes hald the first of their reqular

saries of pickets outsdde the Spanish consulate in Londan. The

Committes was set up to organise solidarity with all opponents
of the Spanizh dictatarship, and the picket laid stress on the

wlight of political prisoners.

The picket was considered a big suocess, although marred

tubae Kndghtabrichgel.

The Spanish Solidarity Committes also mests regularly—
anyong interested in further details should contact the sec-

retary af the 55C_ Sue Fax, at (07-)249- 1458,

by the absence of most British left groups. Pickets will now
teke place every Saturday, from 10 am—12:30, ot the Spanish
Consulate, 3 Hans Crascent, 5W1 {off Brompton road—nearest
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INDEA AND BANGLADESH are in the grip of a severe famine, Thousands
of peasants are starving to death every day,

Meither the ‘Empress of India', as the Economirt dubbed Indian Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, nor the selfstyled ‘Friend of Bengal® Sheikh Muj-
ibur Behman, have been able 1o take any serious messures 1o reverse this
situation - apart from sending envoys (o the west with bepging bowls in
their kands.

The Indian subcontinent is today
paying a heavy price, the resubt of
ol breaking with imperialiem and
capitalizm, Mas slarvation is the
cost of maintaining a syetem based
ot & combination of capitalist and
pre-capitalist forms of exploifation,

PLUNDER

The continued under-develop-
ment of India has ils roots in the
occupation of the country by Br-
tish imperialism and the systemat-
i plunder which charactertsed the
o ksiter’s rule. The industrial revolu-
fiom in Britain was linanced to a
birge exient by the riches of India.

Between 1757 and | 7RO alome,
Britain exiracied £40 million from
Ingia, and this figure doubled and
redoubled in Lhe decades which fal-
lowed. To carry on this plunder it
lad to prevent [ndian industsy
from developing, particularly in
lextiles, in order to secure the Bri-
tih monopaly.

A countey which exported cot-
vl gowsids to Britain in 1815, India
wis turned in to a couwnicy which
bed to imporr fextiles by 1850,
Floarishing citics were transformed
o jungles as | he country became
8 codony. totally dependent on Riri
tsh imperialism for manufactored
!L'u.hd.l

Although local Indian capital
was able to develop in certain Tields
ol the beginning of the 20th cenlury.
faking advantage oof 1he competition
and rivalry berween Lhe different
imperialisl powers, the real damage
had been dode

Indsan capitalism had Been lef
wiha permanenl handicap. To
s how imperialist coloninlism

and explaitation deformed Indian
development one has just io note
that Japan was aler an underdey-
eloped country in 1850, in fact
well behind Indial

CONGRESS PARTY
The Congress Party which foughi
and wan independence for India in
1947 waz a party representing the
intercets of both the Indian capital-
ists and the Bandlord clasa which

=y
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held sway in the countryside. For
the Conpress Party independence
did mot mean o bregk from imper-
ialism, The Congreas party merely
took controel of the old British-
cregied stale apparatus and wsed

it o develop Indian captialism - but
im siech o way ax nol to anlagon-

iz the landlords and the rich peas:
ants.

Indigm *state-capilalism’ has
therefore been dn important ele.
menl in holding together (he dif-
ferent claas forces that ore repre-
senfed by the Congress Party, To-
day The crisis in the world capital-
ist system hes brougho the [ndian
ecomomy to its biggest-ever crisis
since independence,

Uoupled with the droughis
which have also struck, the situ-
aliom for the masses is deaperate.
The big cidies of Caleutia ond Bowm-

hai and Canton wepe before the
1945 revolution in Ching, Delhi,
the capilal, is only a little better

‘Let them
eat atom

bombs’

E‘R

I],!,pl‘..‘-ll in i large part
lsphmuh awited, In

rdsﬁnamhy%ﬂm it terms of determi
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off, Because it has to receive for
cign heads of stale some of the
eliwrms g2t whitewashed and cleanesd
up mow and again, .

The contrast botwesn capitalis
India and a country which had slm-
ilar problems but breke with imper-
ialigen and capitalism—China— shows
i millions of starving poor what
a revolution can dao in a semical-
oiial enunrry: Even the worgl en-
emics of China admil that no one
dies from lack of food there, and
thal social services sre highly dey-
afoped. The couniry operates on
the basis of a nationn] plan which
allovws Lhe prioritiea of the ppople
to be rationslly defermined, racher
than lefi to the mercy of either
the monopolies or stalegopitalism
s in India. OF course there am mony
defects in China - not leasr the lack
of socialist demacracy-—bul There
citt be it e doubt thar compared
1o India i iz a paradise,

I'he Inilinn mling class 12 noi
serioualy concerned with taking
any mensuTes te alleviate the sul
fering of the msses, While thous-
anis starve to death and millicns
of orbers beg for feod, the ‘Empress
of India’s’ response i to say; "Let
themn eat atom bombs’. Mothing
i% 50 Dizarre or cynical ag che
sight of the Indian capitalists #x-
ploding nuclenr weapens whilz
the populaticn starres.

Orver S0 per ceni of the popula-
Lion lives on less then 24ap a day
Workers and peasanls diz in the
stieeis gither for lack of focd or
because they have hesn shot down
by the police for protesting aeaingt
their migery, whilsd the food hoasd-
org, black marketeers and s; nuzglers
rake in formmunes. O by Hie palms
of Congress politivians, palice of-
fictals and civil servants ensuces that
they are nol teuched, Corruption
s become a wav of life (n [ndia,

In-this sirpation the [ndian Com
manist parties have shown their to-
tal bankruptcy. The CP1-the nro-
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Muscow Farty—hanes sm 'do the
toat-tails of Indira Gandhi on the
open inatructions of Soviet CP chief
Brexhnev—on his bast visit to Delhi,
Brezhnev stated that he did not know
wihy there was need for an op pogi-
tizn B0 Inidira Gendhi’

The CPLIM) — wldech clyims fo b
independent of bai b Moseow and
Peking - connot put forward ooy
strategy for socialism, and lnks up
with repcticnary parties - even same
neo-fagcists -in order to 'unite the
opposition”, The Maoist CPI{M-L) has
largley digsintegrmted.

The mases do not wanat Lo go
o the same old way, but {heir
organizations give them no aerious
aliernatives, and the result is the
ragid rise and fall of leaderleis moss
movements,

This is the real trugedy of the In-
dian revniution, and it has to he
overgome if capitalism is to be de
gtraved in India. The iter could
bave important repercugsions (o the
capitolist heartlands: having played
such a vital parl in the birth of cap-
iralisin, we have to ensure that Ind-
w mow helps i its down il

Tara A




CAPITALI

'EXPERTS’
BUCK

The UN"s World Food Conference has led to 8 flumry of discession in the
press and on TV about starvation in the “third world’.

Buit almost all these discussions are hased on the sort of thinking that was
worked out almost iwo centuries ago by iwo of the finsl capitalist economists

— Thomas Malthus and David Ricardo.

Malthaus argued that population
will always tend to grow at least as
fast o the productivily of laboar
Fhus any increzse in sconomic prod-
uelion could nal raike living stand-
ards for long, but would be saten
upsupporting more people, His
messape was gimple — poverty will
always. be with us
SORRARY TALE

Ricardo told a stightly mare soph
isticated version of the same sorry
tale. According to him, as population
grew formers would bave go fill more
and more lege fertlle land, ln order to
grow the additional food required.
More lnbour would he required Lo
produce the same quanpity of food
on this less fertile land os on the
hetier land, and so the average
cost of producing food would
gor wp, This would thens set off a

chain reagtion: teod prices would
g up and higher wagea would be
necessary Lo enable workers to
buy the necessities of life; profits
wirtld then fall and the money

available for investment in new
|.'u.['|'.l.3| waolld be cut beck, Asa
result economic stagnetion would
sol ko,

However, let’s look al some (ols,
Himce the war, the population in a
country like India has risen at 2%
per cent a year, On the other hand,
the sate in the US has been leas than
(.6 per cent & year, Britain's 0,3 per
cent, and Crefma ny & population has
srivally Tallen! 1o olther words, things
have been the opposite of what Mal-
Lhud predicted: i the countries
where labouwr productivity has risen
mast mpidly population grosath
lag besen Che showesl

Part of the explanation for this
lies im the Dnct thet in the colanial
and semi-cobonial countries prod-
uction i carned out mainly by
physical labour, without the aid
of machines, and is organised
through the family, Since there
are fow state proouslons for 'social
security’, it is also the family which
msl take care of the sick, the
injured snd the aged Thus pecple
ure driven to have larpge families in
order toske cur 2 Hving and give
themeeslves some small measare
ol sscurity.

CALUSE

For this reason, poverty i= much
more 8 caude of high pu}pulﬂ o]
grovath, rather than ite effect.

Meor are the facts uny kinder o
Ricardo’s argumente, The production
of basic grain (a main source of him
nn food, both directly, and through
providing feed for domestic animals)
15 Tising &f 4 fate of about 3 per cent
cach year. Moar of the increase 15
coticenlrated in the U nited Staces,
and is rer due o the use of mare
land and laboge, bul to the higher
produciivity of land and labour
beoueht shoul by mechanisation

ASS THE

and the use of fertihsers,

Starvetion results from the
distribution of the food produced.
In the sariy 30' both the advanced
cupitalist and the underdeveloped
countres, looked ol separalely,
produced roughly enough grain to
meel their needs, Yet by 1973 the
advanced countries were prowlucing
30 milliom tons more than they
neaded each yvear, while the under-
developed nations wers short by
ahout the same amoant.

So much was bedng produced
in the Linited States that the Goy-
erament was paping farmers dod
fo produce, in order to kesp prices
L,

Meanwhile, the poor cneniiss
hawe hecome tess and leas able to
pay for imports of grain. The price
har quadrupled over the last Lwo
vears, while agricultural aid has
holved and oll prices ris=s have
pushed up import bills. Natwrs!
daftrcaslbies such as crop failures hove
been prossly exapgerated, The scals of
the shortage s only 30-33million tona

hall of the delibersie restriclion
imposed on US production! High
prices pushed wp further by hoarding
and speculation are @ much more
sericus problem

As Marx pointed out a centory
apo when he destroved Lhe atpum-
ents of Malthus. Ricardo and theds
supporiers, the sowrce uf the prob-
lzm lies in copitaliem, and not *nat-
wral' couses like shortape of land
ar too many people, Poverly exists
in the Lhird world today because
capitaligm and Imperialism mainiain
their stranglehold over these coun-
tries.

“ovw the advineed copitalise
councried are thermes| v faced
with big economic problems, and
the  compeltitean and rivalrye bet-
ween the bipg imperalist powers
15 growing dady, Meither the LN
nor anyone el will be ahle to
parusda the U5, the other imp-

crialist powers, or the miexporiing
couniries to step up apricultural
production and organdse a fair
world-wide share-out of the necess-
ities of life. Capitalism has much
muore “imporiant’ things to worry
ebout then mass starvation.

John Harrison

italism’s harvest

-

Fammne victims
locked up
in camps

Ax thousands of faminae-siricken rof
upoes stream o Dsces and ot towne
in Banglacsh, they are rounded up by
police and herded Inio govarmmen i-apon-
sarad ‘nelisf camps’, aleo known a ‘grosl
hitchens'. The 4,500 such camps Througls-
out tha coimiry were oetensbly st up to
proeride & mer gancy ralief to somes of the
more than five million Bengalis thraaiamsd
with starvetion,

In & depetch from Deoca poablished n
the Z1 Owctober WosiWimglion Past, hewerer,
correspandant Myvon L. Balkind reporoed
the réad hirndciion of some of the camps.
Deésxribing thewe of them in Daces, e
wrode ihat thay have becames, n fact,
i comaps wihoss inmabes ars
showdy chaing.

The Governmant plaessd armad gissnds
ait the camps o kaep o inssde Trom
radmimig the sireets cousing socisl unrest’.

Each of the throo camps, Balkind re-
portad, was crowded with 3,000 refugses,
whoss number was groving by ot kst
200 a day. [In serty Detober, ihe niamber
of rofugem in Dacca had already reached
300, Do}

Samarudin Shaili, § ialuges Tram
Mhyr-mensingh districl who fled to Docca
with T Farnaly, told Bslicnd: "Wae Rad o
food. We came to Docca last woak by et
m“m-mmmthﬂﬂﬂ[ﬂ
campl . We are dying withoadt ancugh foosd.
Wi weniil 10 baiva, Bt sl can't beatasiss of
ihe guards.”

Becording 1o mpsrvisors of one of the
camps, sout thees persons a day do
lgawe the camp - disgad.

“Borres diplomaty”, Bislknd rapoated,
‘e winat they mid wene sonsereative
gy that & il lioen Bangalis ssodbd die
of starvation or retried diseases within the
sin wooks boigra the autumn food mrop i
Irvaiad,"

B steament blaming the regirms and
lis ks for the famine conditions in
Banghediesh v sgreed im Dwces on 11
Octuber by = inted
mails snad professionals. The st temet
motad that tha ‘gresl kitclns b come
e ba regarded as tortare pentres..."

Afver axphgining thal Th Eangal
famimes of 1768 and 1843 wers caused
by 1he ruling classes and the impariakists,
e statament said; e want to shibe in
Ensivecal tarms Thet tha faming in
Eangisdech is man-made. A class of
poopls whe hewe no conmction with
production and wio ars known hesrder,

1 swmupgiers and bisck-marksteers

uredir 1hva profoctive wmngs of the ruling
clis ard poi marily respeandible for this
orizis". .

The mad anarchy of capitalism:
calves are slaughtered (left) to
keep up beef prices, while
{below) the anly food this
Indian could find was grass.




{ WILL NUS LEADERS DEMAND
| RELEASE OF CZECH STUDENT?

The Communist Party faces 3 decizsive test next weekend on it attitude tow-
wrds the repression of dissidents in Eastern Europe, The National Union of
Students’ conference in Margte will then be discussing a report prepared by
the CP-dominated NUS executive on its relations with the Ceech student

arpaEaton CSUY.

Al the lest NUS conference, delepstes foiled an atlempt by the e

SARHNL LY

po whitcwash CSUY, which was set op by the Kremlin's puppet regime in the
wmake of the Russian iovasion of Crechodavikla in 1968 [ts new repsor

eoincides with an inlernational campaipgn to free foomer Crech student leades
Bri Muelier, jniled for 5% years in 1972, Delegates will undoubtedly want to

kmow what action the NUS executive proposes (o take on the

Mucllcr was g leading opponent of
tise hureaucratic regime and its dom-
smsibon of the official youth organis
ption, the C5M,
m & sludent. In April 1964 he came
umder altack (or an article, The Parfy
and L'y, in which he opposed Lhe
Communisl Party®s suppression of
b aspirations of (he youlh,

As 3 rssull of ihis and subscguent
sctivilies he was expelled from the
C5M snd the Prague Fngineering
|'l:|ll[1..I in December | 9466 and
eralled inlo the ammy.

RE-INSTATED

A year later, the Novodny regime
fell apart, and 8 new leadershup team
mnder Alexander bubcek was elected
Trying to pain & popular base, the
Babcek ‘reformens’ loosened the
buresucrilic stranplehold over the
s o ganisations, Moeller was re
mntated, and the C5M leaders atte-
mpled (o Lake the steam oul of the
wudent movement by adopling
pome of Musller's carlicr proposals.

However, the CEM was very
mpadly bypassed by the mass ol
stodents. In | 968 it was replaced
by & mew studenl orpamiation, the
SVE. Musller specessfully foupht
apminsl altempls (o Lis the SVE (o
the control of the Party.

Afler the occupation of the
comniry by 600,000 Warsaw Pact
troops in Aupgust 1YaE, There was
mo shortage of voaces calling for
‘recopnition of the new reality” and
wrpng ‘moderation’ in every spherne.
Muaeiler™ unir.r:'. howewer, was not
amongsi theae.

New technology’
-how will it be
used

Widlliam Thompson's raviow of tho pam
philet  The Mew Toctviology ol Regrs-
won, published by tha British Socity
toi Social Responsibelity in Science

| Red Meek!y. 26 Detober] was serious-
b i

Although Thomepson did wrge that
tha parnphbet "should ba given the wid-
st possabde circulation in the British
wenrking class’, e Lailed To paint ot
nst how much important and inwalku-
abila il prmatioen i0 contiing. A the
s=wme time he overlooked rts very real
sl iTical aak s,

Wihem it comes to the political con-
i, the pamphlet runs oat of steam.
Al 1 proposss to 1he Britieh warking
chass |x that in the event of a military
o, A genarsl strikce would ba noo
ey, Given the [mons likely] var.
ant of a ‘gradual rightwerd drifit’, it
sys industrial action would be needed,
ug ia and including & dabandiva ganar.
ol atrike.

Wihile theve are clear signs that the
military s dtrangrisenad it position
within the state 1o the sxtant That @
an openly defy government podicy
ls, Tor example, in the Witer work
ooy’ strilkka earlser this year] it remains
& amall professianal torce whth Ro in:
dependent base in society. In Chils,
bow mmampla, tha malitary coup was
only possible becausa of the muoss sup-
et Brom tha midelle elpane. Claarly,

a military cowp is not on the agands
w Britasn today.

Ag the pamphdat aaphains, vl
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In the autumn of 1968, Moeller
wis inslrumenial in Ferging o series
of accords between the 5YS and
leading trade wnions, calling For the
withdrawal of foreipn Lroops, sn
il Lo the compromises with Mos
cow, and the setling up of workers
councils, Whan the 5VE was banned
in June 1969, & number of sirikes

diri ‘“ﬂﬂlﬂ' jaiked for his lnn-u
Etruggle agunst bureaucratic regime
in Crecholovalia

were cilled in Prague.

EXPELLED

By the spring of 1970, the Husak
o ma was slrong enowgh to expel
Mueller once again from Lhe univer-
gty. A hurniedly orginised petition
demanding his relesse evoked a3 mass-
ive response from the Prague sludinis:
Forced to take a3 joab as 2 travelling

sades man, he conlinuad 1o oppose
the ‘normalisslion’ in che name of
t s pgle For socatis] democracy

Cin 29 MNowember 1971, he was
arrested fopether with the farmer

CF feader, Kirosiay Sabata, and

gcoeedl of produocing a leaflel, rem-
inding Crochoslovak citizens of
their constitutional righl to ai=sian
from the Farcical eleclions prepimed
by the repme and o atrke oul th:
mamo ol Lhe single
This wis charutorised ay “sulbwirsive
sl y amainkt the estihlished
sl nlimte sochely , Lor
LRe delondants
Peaos of | pEson fvenl

Muglier, like hin co-delendanls,
o lusedd (o recant gnd podnied to
“the TondementE dilference belween
palitical activity directed against the
pisicaes pumned by those at peescnt
in porser, and actrvily wioch s anti
wocEilmd and anti-social in natire'
His own activily he proudiy declared
tor b “based-on socialism, but, .opp
oied Lo a regime crealed 25 8 pesull
af the invasion of Crechoslovakia®

CAMPAIGM

e imprisoanenl of lio Musller
amd many otheér communisls and
socizhils o Crechoskava ki calls
for vigorows action in the dladen
and labour meovemisni Lo force an
end 14 the represson.

Acdefence campaign hus heen
lauinched in this country by the
Bertrand Russedl Peace Faundation,
I:'-::r:.'u:ﬁiug on the coses of Mucler
aruf Sabate. With the support of
the Intermationel Marzist frrownp g
gerbek ol meclings are being orpan-
el nround ihe coontry st which
Creph exilos — including Jun Kavan,
a close collaborator of Mueller hoth
before and alter the invasion — will
A Poa kL,

Furthermore, the Commiites Lo
Dhefend Crechoslovak Sncialists wiil
be orginising a public mecting g
Marpgatc dumig the MUS conference.
The question 5 - whore does 1he
MUS keadership stand on this issue?

b il

which all

BERITACED LG

—HilH

WTE

‘vandidate’

OCLl-

RUSSELL
FOUNDATION
APPEAL

Lasr Apwil tha Russell Foundation |olmed
Farces with Jeri Pelikan, the aditor of the
Crechaslavakian Socialist Oppositsonal
journal L and Pavel Litvinoy and Anid-
ret Bakharov of the Soviet Initiatves Group
tai Human FRights, in ssicing An appasi on

bahatf of political prisoners in Easiern Eur-

apa, sagacially in tha Sovial Lnion anad
Crechoslovakia. In particular we named

thras Doys of Prodest, on which we appesl-

nd for meetings and petitions an behaif

of named prisoners. The first of thess days

s dassgnared Grigorenko Day amd was
marked by demonstrations in a numbser
of countrime. SubsaEuantly wa wens Wy

heppy to learn af the releass of px-Major-

Ganarsl Grigoranka, Tha meand of tha
designated days was named after deroslay
Sabata and Jird Mullar, 86 rapraiamnives
of the large number of political détsi s
currently sng hald in Czoch prisons.

In mippost of thess prisongs tha Four-
dation has called a public meeting n Lon-

dam o Friday, 79 Novamrbas. 11 will ba

The National Linion of Studenis
vall b judged noc coly by ik well
publicisad commitment to the anti-
imperinliat atrugzle, bul by its nead-
iness Loomebilise students agains
the anti-seciatisl crimes of the
Brochnev and Husak regmes in
Lastern Europo. To cover aver
these crimes, to side with che CSLY
nminat the piled stodents” leados

such actions can only serve to
identify socaalism with bureaueratic
dictatorship, and thus provide amm-
uniticn for the amsenals of impocialisi
praop ganda

Far from playing inte their hands,
the fight agsinst burcaucratie repre-
satod rohs fhe capitalists of one of
their ideologicil weapons apuiost the

the “mew t-ﬂ:hrbumw OF Do i
afters tha @Ma1e is o 'graduated rap-
onse’ to mass polirbical oha e nsges:

“This way snablé situetions to be held
i chack which aiharwisa cold mm

& controfled without resort o maore
dramatically raprasaivg [redaline.,.
which [would] be politically counter:
productive’,

The use of such techmology by the
state dapands on the demlopment of
the ‘right’ political cortext. What is
micessary for the workers” movamant
is to moin s own ‘variable respanse’
that meots owery nise manosuyreg of thea
ridling class anvd mobalises agains every
ey attempt to stremgthen the ropres-
sive apparatus of the gtata,

Thes mearms bailding united sctions
to defend all victims of state repression,
extending sueh defnes into & tight
gt rinl of tha laws on which this rep-
ression is based, and organising agairst
all attempis to introdees farther anti-
winiking clies begeslateon. 11 ig sl -
esuwry o prgsnse against the attempts
by Powell and his (Ik to divede the woi-
lirig clid Throisgh tha uss ol recesm
and chauvinism.

The Hechnology of reprassion” is
merely an arsenss al the disposal of the
muling class, While the BSSRS s pam-
phist & a useful weapon to warn af its
elnnegers, tha kay question remains the
political armiing of the warkers” mave
im0 commter the stttacks of the
rilling class and its A, — ARMDY
MEWTOMN, Loddar.

WHY THRESHOLDS

ARE

IMPORTANT

| have noted with interest the number of disputes that have been fought
oiier thir question of tha threshold payment.

The impression | get whean talking to people of the lefi i that thay
seam to e against the acceptance of tha threshold in principle, bacause
it takes away the motivation to fight for your anneal wage award, and
this in turn weould rechuce the nesd to belong to a trade wunion.

| sew the question of thresholds
siumasdahat chffarantly, Fogl, we musl
saleuard what we have already got
Second, we shaild fry waiihin i
et Tacbaries 1o gé car own irnpraved
domestic theeshald ageesmenta, Third,
| 0 thenk that any Fectory thet fighis
ta gen The thrrshal o woicdo alss tight
oyper a naciaril weage claim within its
o Fdusiey ar an annial wasds clains

11 nieeds to be sgelbed cut that euen
wArhan imgrcnesd Theeslssl g g weould,
i =ame cazes, anly be g guessea af
#arhing sl l—pnd urless seerpthing
that increases costs o WOFKEra 14 taken
inte aeesant [soch as rants @i moari-
fask charges) 12 wou ld not evern altow

us to stand sl

In copglusion, | do nat think we
shauld ouer b satistied, and like D1-
wie Tomidl ghould glveays b goirg back
far moers. Indeed, the ermolavers and
Tasie rnends are alwaye carmiing boack,
valisl with wage ireezes and prodic
by s ngdles, Mo ith thais social
(HEILATE 1 I

Although far my sins | am & mem-
oer af tha Laboar Party, and interd oo
rarmain with it, | think a ot of Parcy
memb#rs agree wich the paint of
vims that the social compsct isa
e rsme lor a weage cut ond must
b=y pased, — E, JACOHIES,
LLdecds &UEW Shap Sraamre).

held in the Camway Hall a1 7.20 pm .
tha wpaakars will includs Eduard Goke
sdigcker, Marion Sing, E P Thompzain s
Chris Farley and Audroy Wisa MP,

A patitagn which ke baan cirgulating
B girrmd Lima hes bean endorsed by Sartre,
Zimone de Beauvoir, Moam Chomslog, Dan
iel Ellsberg, Ertieh Fromm, Mary MeCarthy,
Hivviard Fait, Chiigtogibar Hill pnd & vary
largs number of other writers, artists and
acadomics. A progeamime of mesting mark-:
i) Sabata-Muller Day is scheduled for &m-
orican and European univarsiches ane the
cad ol thesa prisoner s alio being pressad
by Amnesty |nternatonal.

Can | appssal to raadai af ywour jourmal
1o write in if they wish to have detalls of
thase eampaigas or it they ara willing to
hulp i any way?

The naxt world-wida Day of Protest @
culled in sappart of Visdimir Bokowsky and
will tako piaca on 29 March, 1976.— KEN
CATES, Mottingham.

vorkers' movemzat. An indepenien
CHIMPALEN Lo free Jiri Mliiefer js in the
ksl interesis of the world strugele
for socialism

[t ds by such forcelulindependent
dctivily thit che socialise prasomers
will be froed froon Husak s jils, not
by waords of pdvice whispeed At
@t burcanorat’™s ear at o cock il party
in Progee or Moscow. The Western
Communist Parlies have o pardicalarly
hewvy responsibility o openly dem-
and their relawse in the scodeats’ and
Irade unions — indeed, whersver
their members are, 1towill soan be
clenr whether the W US executive
inegsuares U fo thig ns pongitilily,

JOE Creiveacd

RED WEEKLY
REPLIES

Ve agrae with eomrade Jacques aboar
the thresholds. Ever since thairintro-
duction, Sed Weekly has exmpasgned
for the defance of the threshobds sncf
thiir exiension ento & real sleding scale
of wagpss.

Tha argument that thrashalds woubd
umdercut workers’ militancy is complot-
aly wrong. At praseni, o8 workees Bned
thair annudal wags rises being wom away
in e tirme at all by rocketing prices,
thery have ta lavnch woaoe claims and
inelesiriRl @Slion Two, Thees aF mare
tirmes every vear. To think that this
automatically makas Tham mors mil
rtant is crazy. They are mare likely to
hacama Tacl-up and damoealied,

IF milftamts cannot show them a
wiy 10 Aveid such Trustraling prospects
thern many will EEcaome pray o the La
baur Party arnd tracke unson burssucrats
who oo olaim (o have another answer
1o inflatign—1he ‘sesinl Sontrsst”, ine
comes palicy or whataver.

Far froam weakaning irdcla unianism,
the winnirg of a siding scale wauld be
a big sap forsand for the trede union
mavement. The vpioens shoubd be con-
cemed with all the questions that affect
thed weelTare of the working class.

They should be develaping theair awm,
seoaalist plan 1o moot The capitalisd eriis
aivil Grganising sy b carry thal plan
inio goiken |reguiating prices, toking ov-
ar tiree that g bankrupt ar Try 1o da-
claré redundeness, rehousing homeless
poapla
warking peopla in uneeipisad propariy,
and many other thingsl. The winning of
the fliding dcala slvouled ba jusy the g
inmimng.—The Editars,




Billions for the bosses

£2.5 billion is needed to bail them out just within
the next six months. But they realise that Healey

i3 firmly committed to solving the crisis within a
capitalist frameworlk, and that further handouts
must eventually come. As the leading capitalist news-
paper, The Financial Times, put it: If it is only a
matter of weeks since Mr. Healey's last budget, it

is only a matter of waeeks until his next. At least he
is now beginning to walk firmly, despite considerable
difficulties, in the right direction.”

Workers fight for
their own solution

THE RESPONSE of the TUC to Healey's bosses” hudget was to weleome
it with only one or two minor reservations? Such is the price exacted by
adherence to the social contract. The alternative of leading a stroggle hassd
on mass action for 8 workers” solution to the crisis hus of course been rejec-
ted o of hand by these bureaucrais.

Biur the first fultering steps in thiz direction taken by workers in other
European countries show that such a sirupsle is not anly pecesaary bl
lso completely possible. whruad, and the imprisonment and
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higher prices for the goods produced by private and
nationalised industries alike. Prices next year will be
pushed up by an extra 4% in order to pay for Lab-
our’s scheme to bail out capitalism. Inflation is now
bound to top the 20% mark — and could go far
higher. This fact casts far into the shadows the tiny
increases the Government has made in social security
payments.

Of course the capitelists are not satisfied — tha
Confederation of British Industry says that some

The main purpose of Labour's budget was to dole out
thousands of millions of pounds to Britain's bankrupt
capitalist industry. The pay-off from the Budget for
the capitalists has bean widaly described as £1.5
billion — but in fact they will get this amount in the
next six months alone, Over the next twelve months
thay can expect to receive a total of more than £3
Duifion,

The vast bulk of this huge sum will come directly
out of the pockets of working people — through

through without a struggle. A eammities
af teschers, irade unioniss, parents, s-
dents and others from across the county
has now baen @t up B0 continue tha
cAmpaign.

Ownr 200 ceschars and irade widodaes
peckmind a meeting of Oxfordshire County
Fognil an 17 November 1o protes
T groposnls 1o Ul sduCaTion spansd

ing by half a million pawnds in 1475/ 76.
Cranceiios Hanley's Buslgsd proposals
positively enooursgs siech cuts. But @

Oiwtordsiues s1 lesst they will not go
In Haly, for instance, the trade

Social

Services
bear the

brunt

In srder to allow his big handouts to
private business, Healey has had to
make cuts eliewhere. At the top of
hiz list was public gpending, which he
announced woukd be Budted (o an
atinual increase of 1% psr cent in
real terms—Le, after allowing for in-
flation.

At the moment real public spend-
ing has been rising at the rale of 7
per cend 8 year, o [ealey's nlan in-
volves a dramatic cut-back, Where i
il poing to come from?

Labsrur has lang been walking about
making dEferce cuts, bul ghven their of -
repeiiod commitment to XATO and hn-
perinbism generally, thal can omly he a
tiny drop in the backsd, The bewat of the
cuts will fall on the na‘i-amli-;-_zd imdustries
and om loeal nuchiority spesding,

In I:h_u first cass flealey # wlking zbaut
feving oo seenp all Covernment Sakaidi
1o naticnalised industries hy having them
put up b prices. B sach a achemne wert
tully implemented it would mean taking
a foial of £1000 millisn out of the pockeds
of the workmg clags. Worse still #he bur-
dens of this hreresse would Tall mest bea-
wil¥ om the wocst aff.

G, coal and electrivity 2l of alch
will by pdng up in price); 1o sxample, ent
i s 13 g ceat ol the budget of poor
[milies, bict less 2hon 3 per ceat al’ thass
at the top

As Lo laval authary sp=nding, Healay
b smid ehis utnar be lmibed to what §
‘Abeolately itescipahle.

- Yeclooal suthorkies Faco the [ollowing

*thair spending an housing. bullding
wnarally, and mew equipmert bas already
been pered to the Bane

“the populstion is continsing 1o grow,
crdgting new demands on the social sarvi-
eag (for @xample the schook age population
it prosently growing &t 3 per cent & year—
s0 spanding an schoals would have 1o top
Hicabey's miserly Himit jus 1o sand totally
sl

*the massive cuts mads by the Taries
in May and Detembar 7973 hewa 2101
not besan made goad, 33 & result of which
szial services have deter|orated vary
baeiy.

Lmdzr thess circumslances the main
wutbacks will have o copme off (he labour
oo, and Heabsy did specilcally sy that
there coubd be no expanslon ol local
aathorily manpower Tor the fareseenbln
foture,

Bl whatabout pensions? Hasn't
Labour ‘penervasly’ hiked them by 16 per
cent?

Irden] 18 has-bul, s we have shown
ubwres, it also will be clawbing back a huge
slice of- thls by hiking upold age pensic-
aierd fued charges; not to mention other
price rises,

Mussaver, this incrense 15 o be paid
for by the workile clas through a new
wigi-ralaied matioral insuranee contciha-
tian. This is virtaally @ escomd (ncome Aoy
o il weowkers, and is estimated oo cul
warkers” incomes by aoother Y per c=nt
o rog o 2l the olker measires in the
bt

I skort, Labauts soti-working closs
pabicies ars poiog 1o Tall wery heavily an
Hpe ducial services in the pegiod ahead, I
Yauw taink things have heen bad wp el
noke —wait undil voi sec what Healsy has
aeen cooking ug foo you!
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LABOUR
RATTLES
ITS BIG
STICK

Although the Labour leaders had no
carrols to offer in the Budget they
had plenty of stick. What is more
thut stick is intended For the backs
of the working eless,

Prices Secretary, Shirley Willians,
mukes no bones about her intention
of cracking down on workers whe
have Lhe impudence to try and defznd
ther living standards, She has sugpes-
ted that emplovers could be penaliaed
Lhrough the prices code if they pay
workers wary high wage rises.’, What
Williams is advocating i= using the
citployers to crack down an Lhe
wotkers so that the Government
does not have Lo sail its hands,

Mo wonder that the top capitalise
magazire the Froramin waxed en-
Fhusiastic abowt what it described a=
Willinms" "bigch Iy the cophonrd,” 1
desérited her proposals as the “first
uttempt to give the social compast
soume teselh’ and delighted in the fact
that 'the Govermmeiit s clearly
going Bo have Lo move to o staflitory
wanges policy soowe thme”

If the ruling class and ils apokes-
persang sre pleaged abont Williams'
‘nicch’ they sre cyven more enthralbed
with Mr. Hanley's big club, Orchestra-
ting the moves by Laboue's cight to-
ward compulsery pay lows, he
ithreatened in his hudget speech that
the unions would face wnemployment
it they did not stick to the social con-
[eact,

He =2id, 'If waymes rise beyond the
puidelings sed by the TUC the
Ciovernmedt will be compelled o
rake offsetting steps to curtail de-
mand. And the elf=cts an the [inun-
elal gosition of the company sector
gre bond tolead to wnemployment”

For thie cipitalisl companies itis
daotlops of cash to save them from
bunkruptey dnd concessions which
allow them to put up thelr prices

even mord, For the working closs
Lotosr ofiers to bicch them with
Williams™ wags restraint or.club-them

into subemiesiogn wAlth We Heslpe'c

untens have been 0o the fore in fight=
ing price increases of the kind enyi-
saged by Healey. Mo less than 76,000
wiorkers in Torin have now writtan
Lo Lhe chectricily company inform-
ing them thal they won't be paying

i recenl increase of 70 per cent in
the tariff. In Milan the trade unions
have gune even further, defving an
Incresss in bus fares by issuing their
own tickets to passengers at the old
rates.

In Portugal, too, sections of wor-
kera are beginning Lo realise the need
i develop their own action on these
questions. A conflerence was recent-
iy organised by ITT workers with
delegaies from all the muliinstional’s
Portuguese factorses, io demand
mEsITeE duch as action against
those seeking to divert cagp sl

confiscation of property of bosses
Tound guilty of sabodaging produe-
tion,

Meanwhile it France there has
bzen 3 maseive outburst of indus-
real action against the Government”s
recently announcest susterity mea-
sifes, which himto restore Lhe ecp-
nomy by culting hack workera™
living standards.

All these examples are of the ut-
meit importance for Weitish trade
unionists a5 they face up to Healey's
Budget offensive. The social con-
tract cansol be fought on the gues-
tion of wages alone. It i by learning
fror the fiest, hesitant steps of oor
Bdropean comrudes that we can
begin to mke up thess broader
questions, and so develop an aliarng
Live warkers' plan for the sconnmy.

wartin Metsyard

LONDON RED FORUMS: Every Tuss-
day &t Bpm in L Ganergl Picton pub,
Caledomnisn Foad |King's X tubel, Turs
chy 3 Mowvernber; 'Tha Struggle Tor
Workars' Powsr apd the Building of the
Fouwrth internatianal”,

MG GAY GROUP: Caract J, #Milis
163 Woodhouse Lans, Leads.

'‘BRITISH LEYLAND -~ An Economic
Feport’, pamphlet on the background

b the presamt crisis inside BLMC. 10p
par oy, send eash with onder o 72,
Cambridgn Road, King's Heath, Birme

ngharm.

‘MATIOMALIBATION or Expropristian’
second edition of parmghlat preduced in
1473 by the Ligue Communisie, Franch
section aof the Fourth [mleraational, 10p
par copy, sand cash weth order 1o 72
Carnbridge Rpad, ¥ing's Hesth, Birm-
Irghaii.

SHEFFIELD RED CIRCLES: Every
Wednesday ot 7.30pm inthe Lion
Hotel {carnar of The Wicksr and Mur-
wery Street|,

WATFORD RED FORUMS: Fartnighty
In tha Cirger Man, Watfard High Soreer.
Mext meeting, Tussday 26 Neovamber:
"Tha Warkers States’,

WEEKEND CONFEREMCE on eduwc:
ation cut-sacks and how 1o Tight thesr,
Laboir ardd trade union spaskers, Con-
tact Sumsex Students Union {Srightan
GA0E0), Accommodetion availabdn.
23-24 Mavermnber,

BEXISM, SEXUALITY and Class
Struggle’ ~ news pamphiet incledng
Iaterdinw with Frensh wamen bank
workerg, produced by Bristal 100G
for Fed Weekly Fund Deive, Single
copns 15pine plg, oo 10 copies far
E1 pagt frga. Ordur from: Ja Ray, €
Badmintan Aaad, Briatal 3, of K-K
Corp N Vidks Bised 1 =adan SE2d

CADRE SCHOOL far [MG members
wimkirg in the NHS, London, 78
December, Applications te J. Knight
132 Partenville Foad, London 81,
nat kater than Waednasday 27 Tayr-
arribar,

COMRADES {3 ar mors| seek cheap
seif-cartalned flat/howps, Seuth’
certral London preferred, Contact
Val, 837 5954 [day).

OPEN LETTER For s Resalutionary
Aegaupment. The Open Letiér calls
for rewaluticnary regroupemsnt, lays
dhswun 1 2 points as palitical i i et
ar-d ma s out practicol steps fowards
unity, Copies froam Workess Fight,

BE Giflord 5t., Landan M.1. Please
enckose o 4% stamp,

FOR SALE in sd & Aed Weekly Fund |
Drive: postry beak "List Summer's
Diary’ by Robert B Findiey. Send 20p
For boak and postags {with eddrasel to
Boh, Keynes Tower, Flat 1, University -«
of Essmx, Colchagper,

REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST
Graup puldic sresting: “Linempdoymesnt
andl inflation — the way Torward’. Wed-
neday 2T Mavarnber, Hanower Srms
by Ol Tubsl, Bpm, A1 welcome.

CHILE SOLIDARITY: Hacknay lastival
ayiring of filme, rus, theatre, poeiry

Frigay 22 howember a1 Bpm at Cen-
terprise Comeranity Centre, 136 King
sland High Street, London E.8. Admis-
sion frew. Programme includes film
‘Comparsros’,

FUNDO DRIVE PARTY Satirday 3
Moverniber, 117 Broxkalm Rd,, SE77.
Brixton Tubg, take bus 2,728,720 to Yark
Hill, Or} Clapham Comrnon Tk Bag
137 to Broxhalm Road, Drinks, music,
are. A1l wesloome, 970 . 400 [inciucks

Y
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struggle vindicated

FOR THE PAST CENTURY miners
bhave been fighting o long, uphill fight
1o establish uniform national condit-

boms of work and pay throughout

Yt no sooner have they succeeded
in that fight than the right-wing of
the Mational Union of Mineworkers
{NUM) bureaucracy attempts to send
them back down that dangerous dope
agnin, For the NCBE's proposed prod-
uctivity deal — which the NUM right
bscked — fliss in the face of every-
thing miners have stroggled for.

Trade unionism in the mines has
always been hampered by the facl
thal nxiural conditinar play & key
part in determining both the amount
of work reguired to dig the coal, and
the possihility of substituting mech-
anised technigues for human labour

Thuz the productivity of the ind-
ividual miner s @rgely beyond his
coniral, and the normal laws of cap-
italist productiom produce a wage
syslem that varics immensely accord-
ing to individual circumstances and
gls ‘area apainst area, pit apains pit,
and man against man’.

From the standpoint of the cap
italists — whether they be ihe mine
owners of yeslerday or the NCB

-
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A century of

bureaucrats from the capitalist siape
today — such & situntion i quite
desirable, But it is a threat Lo the
very foundation: of trmde unionism,
a8 the founders of the Minem' Feder-
ation of Great Britain { MFGR), the
forsrunmer of the NUM, understood.

The MFGB was set up in 1589 a5
a federation of county unions com-
miatted Lo smashing the infamous
‘sliding scale” aystem under which
wages were Led to the current price
of coal. By 1893 the MFGH wae
backed by most of the counly walong
in Epgland. In that same year, they
launched 3 determinad strike that
lasted for 12 wecks, and won thedr
main demand of 3 mnlmum wags
for day-workers in place of the sliding
scale.

Faceworkers, however, remained
totally dependent on piece-work.
some faceworkers, who found them-
selves working difficult *abnormal
places’ could end up earning npthing
at all after a hard dav"s slop.
after the war the long-standing dem-
and [or mlionalization of the mines
was met by the Labour Govermment.
Ome of the few real pains the miners
were [oget oul of natiomalisation was
ihe evenitual — althouph very graduoal
— catablishment of a natiomal wage
sEruncimmg.

In 1947, a uniform working week
and shifts were cstablished Tor all
workers, belween 1947 and [954 8
national rate was won Tor certain
groups, and uniform rises on the
day-wape rates narrowed the district
differentials for others. In 1955 a
umiform nabion: day-wage wis
agreed on for all non-face workers.

In 1910, the "abnormal places’
problem prodoced 3 mawmive strike
wave throughout the Sooth Wales
goalfield. and in 1912, alter Tulile
attempis to discuss with the mine-
wwners { who repected patbional neg-
atiations om (he grounds thai wagss
had to be fixed at the district level],
the MPFGE Bunched the country's
first national miners” strike, They

wanted district minimum wages forall

mineworken, The sinke lasted just
owver a month, and was brought o
an emd whien the Governimend intro-
duced a hill establishing the princ-
ipde of the minimum wapge but with-

WHAT WENT
WRONG AT
S.E.L

The following consists of extracts from a letter sent to the Morning Srar and

Socialize Worker as well as Red Weokfy.

In the present economic crisis hoose-
wives amnd women workers are aften the
hardest lit by infation, low wages and
ek of sovial (acilities for themselves and
their chibdren...

Tlaal ig why [lse Sallond Ebectiical Inat-
maments ansl Wingrove and Rogers strikes
were of declzive importanes to the whole
labouir moweanent.

The lessons of both dispmies show the
moed [or snideriy action Jo Aelp wi ruchk
wriker, This |s particuiacly tme given that
women are lefl to fight ao o local beel
while firms such as e GEC group have
an elfective notional mackine to distupd
implementarion of the Equal Pay Act
But the debats centres nround haw such
solldar Ty acteon 2hould e ofpaidied,

The Morting Star of 13 Octaber ciles
the Bory Mearriet Secretany a3 smaying thao
tlee lesson of thee SED strike was the need

ta argondse & (FEC trade unlan combine
comifles, The IMG aeleonies the maves
1o zed up such n commiteee during and
giee the dispaite. as an inrpocianl weapon
far the trasle union mevement, Auat we
ihisk e following poinls shoald b clat-
ified:

1. The aaly effeclive salidarity action
in the SEI dispute was that compnigned
for oy dbe BMG, the Yorking Woemen's
Charder campaign, and lattery the Inter-
raticnal Socialista Alilweugh the action
whind gt pported by bocal AER ollicials ansd
CT" members, it was not imitinded by ar
campalgned for surslde the Iecality, of
called for in thedr prese. I was [l to tha
smzll forces af the revalatienary left,
after | [ weeks, fo moonnt 4 cunkpalen of
FIRIEITE

The difGculites of argamdsing 2 com-
hine committee are abwioualy dmmenss;

out mesting the MFGE s demands
&5 to amounts.

NEGOTIATIONS

Throughout all these years the
MFGH foupht for reficnel negatiat-
ions with Lhe mineowners, but the
owners gteadfasily refused. Mational
wape negotintions were only estab-
lizshed towards the end of the Fimt
World War when the Government
terak control of the mining industry
to cosure that the European slaughter
wasn'l interrupted by 8 coal shortogs,

After the war the miners realised
thal ihe chaotic state of the industry
under private ownership was a mijor
ohstacle to the establishment of a
national wape struciure, and w0
demanded nationalisstion of the
TS,

[espite the fact that this demand
was supporied by a Government
Commission set up to look into the
industry, the Government rejeciad
nalionalisation, and announced the
ending of controls for 31 March,
1921,

From the beginning of March on-
warnde the minsowners pogted notices
al Lhe pit-hesds armonncing Che
ending of all contracts. They knew
that mational wage agresments were
nat in their interests, and were deter-
mined to scrap them. The miners
were equally determined to defend
Lhe national systiem and so the greal
F921 lock-out bepan,

The MPGRE ex pecied to be hacked
up by their allies in the “Triple All-
igpoe” — Lhe milway aml lransport
workers — but the burcaucrais from
thess unions sold them owt and lef
the miners to fight alone, After a
bitter three month strugple the
mimers relurmad Lo work on the
OWRErR' terms,

HOPES

Alber the delet of 1921 the
miners hopes for 3 uniform national
wiges system had Lo wail analher
half-century for fulfillment. National
negolialions were re-etahlished

during the Second World War, and

Bul it wasn"l wniil 1571 that the
sweal and blood poursd out by en-
etalions of miners came to froition
in & uniform national wage structure
covering @l mine workers.

In rejecting the righi's attempied sell
out the rank -and-file have situck a
blow for ity and have vidicated
the generations of their forebears
who worked  foughi, and died to ad-
vanee the cause of their workmales
and of fheir class.

AAY ALEXAMDLH

# il e

THE AUEW HAS ONCE AGAIN ducked the issue of the social contract.
TEARRY CRAWFORD looks at the proposals of the ALEW National Cormm-
ittea and suggest what stepe should now be takan by the membars i the
wages battle.

When the recall National Comm-
itte of the engineering union met on

5 Movember toodraw up the next pay
claim for manual workers in the ind-
ustry, everyhady knew that what was

really at stake was Labour's social
contract. Would Hugh Scanlon and
his band of *militants’ sound the
hattle-cry was the question being
psked in the caplialist preas.

Bul Scanlon had plenty of meason
ta feel hurt 8t the suggestion ha was
going to lead a atrupgle against the
aocial contract,

Time and time apain he has
pointed out that the leadership of
the ATUEW has bent over backwards
Ler cooperate with the Labour gover-

nment’s attacks on the working class,

Hadn't motion 4% - opposing the
soctal conlract — besn withdrawn
al the TUCY Hadn't they scabbed on
the last national claim becavse they
didn't want to rock the boat of (he
new Labour Government? And the
very fact that the next claim kad
been poatpodiesd Lo 5 Movember was
ilself g specidl conceasion to Wilkan
and compmeny, What more could
they do¥

UNDERLINED

The reasonablencss of the AUEW
wak once again wnderdined when the
WC rejected the motion calling for
a LS50 busic im the skillegd rate amdd
pro-rata incosages for other prades,
[nstead, they called for a “substantinl
dncrepse’ - g formula which is desig-
ned to allow the negotiating team to
agres to anylhing il wimls.

This was clearly a conscions dec-
mon o keap within the limilts ol
the social contract. Thar the demand
for £330 was rejecied is an indicaiion
of what is meant by *substantial’,

This declzion and the expadence
ol Lhe last pay cloim offer Bittle
prospect of the Exeoutive Couneil
orgaiang any national figh against
the emplovers, The Tuilure to umie

with the miners when they ook ind-
IHll-'I-!| action Last winter. the '|d.:|pt-

mn ol the useless tactic of & nabanal
o¥ertime Han and the eveninal sell-
out all show that Scanlon and com-
pany will do anvihing to avoid an
ali-out confrontation with the smp-
lowera.

Scanlan, as vsual, did not expl-
ety stads his position ane way or
the other al the N, byt cven the

Moraing Ster reported that his
spezch just before the vate was
widely interpreted as suppart far
the cight wing.

~ The problam for militants in the
dustry now is what can be done
apurt from walting for the ouleome
of the prolonped neeotiations with =
the emplovers? The Communist
Patty's unswer is very liftle apart
freom pushing for a ‘militant® inter-
pretation of ‘sulstantial increase’.
The prospect of spending the next
lew monthe sendine resclutions to
the Executive Council and trying
to et left-wingers' delemred to
the next NC s pol likely to schip
upa geeal deal of enthuslagim.

MO FOCUS

The R decision provides na
focus aroend shick mititants can
organiss. The last claim was at least
specilic enonph and “sebstantial®
enovigh to provide a series of dam-
ands which could be foughtl o,

If the claim had been won in
full i would have represenied o
decisive victory for enpinesring
worken, But this tinse, it must b
the raok and e themselves who
draw up the demands as well a3

OCganse o national srouppie. The

kind ol demands which should be

Tought for are:-

£54F bazic rate for skillad workers and
30rass M and incresses for otbier
gracdes

35 hour working waslk

Immediate equal pay for wamen and
abodition of the waman's grade aliog:
wihar,

Two wadls axtire paid haliday

& national ndl-narm theeshald agraamant
lar tha snginaaring industre o oo al
any other imcreases.

CONFERENCE
A mational conlerence of delepatea
trom shop stewards commitiees

skpould be heid o draw ap chese dem-
ands and to populasise them through-
oul the industry, & co-crdinating
commirtes ahould also be alested
from the conference to orpanise the
strugele Tor these demnds on &

raf ol scale,

Thiz la the choice (hat militants
are foced with, Either they succumb
to passivity of the official leadership
ar the expense of their living stand-
urds or gbse they take up the slrogels
themselves.

buat a campaign of pressure inside the
tradde union burtaicsacy' 15 RO @rlodmis
The best way to baild such 2 commites
i procieedy [heosigh orgsimlsmg suppoce
around a particelar struegele, Mo nttempi
wis mads by the Commainist Party o
maunt sich o compaign, afthough they
were eadily io a podition Lo dg soar
terer in Monchester, and this piso opplies
Iy Bwilsdig auppodn b the AEL irself.

L The women at Wimgrove & Rogers
enaudiled such a canmpaign in the bocal
AFLL They learnt to oremnise themselves
acdl nod rely on ollicial trade union slioe-
tures, The 8FT dispute was marked by a
lack of negmlar mads e dings, discuasion
or votes an how o argamise the sinke,
This was parbculicly crocial gven tie
difficulties facing them — scabhing in
L other SED lactery and by {he mem
at their ewn factory, GFC ere. An elected
strike commilies and repular mass meed-
ings were never irstituted: from this res-
ulbed ohe Frapmentacion and demoralizal-
ivm of the women,

3. A voobine commictes daes nat
specifically take up the prablema of
wqmen workers 1T was e Charler

campaipn hat mised the question of
oursery facilities, ime and place of
umicm mesctings asd women's groups
insidle the nnion. The imporiance of
thex Charler is that it takes up wamei's
prablems ot home as wall ag al work.
The lesion af the SE1 strike, with or
without p comitine conuidiles is that
wamen workers must develop their
own argarisations to oiks up thedr
peciic probilans..

The guestion of Ao albases wil
‘propressives” such as Scanlon ared nther |
trade unicn officiala on the question of
& combing sommitiee or the Gghe for
eqqual pay was put before perually build-
ing suppoit for the siragpls, even if
building active suppart meenl a bozak
with officials higher up in the AF1L

WORKING

WOMEN'S

CHARTER

EquaL p

This siratery, wihlch puts pressure
Imsicde the ALRL befire the mass stmgple
itsedf, is the direct cawse af the women's
return to work wachend the full clakig,
oaly alx dave belore massive solidarity
action was planped, nod 18 & suee way

e butid ant inetfective comhbine comm-
itbee.

sanchester 140
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Hoaver wworkers on the pichet lines.

When 150 skilled toolroom men 81 Hoover Moteors in Perivale in West London
cama ot on strike recantly, the management wied this a3 8 pretext 1o lay off

ower 2000 workers.

Managament have claimed that the lay-offs need never have taken plage il
the toolroom men had boen more “reasonable’ and accepted the offer made te
them. Chespite these attempts to divide the workforce, the Hoover workers re-
main unitad=the laid-off workers stand on the picket line with the toolroom

TTeEr,

About kelf the workforee are women, many of whom face great hardship
a1 they cannot obfain unemploymant benefit because they do not pay the full

insurance stamp,

Last week the Bremt Conference on the Working Women's Charter pledged
its practical supgport to all women's struggles. In response to & call by Margar-
et Thompson, a Hoover worker who spoko at the Conference, forces were mo-
belised last Friday for the picket line at the factory gate whese Ingrid Falconer
from the Bront Working Women's Charter Campaign spoke to MARGARET
THOMPSOMN and THERESE SAYID about their struggle,

Workers vote for ‘guerilla action® |

LIGHTNING |
STRIKE

Following the two day strike at ihe
Standerd Telephone Cables in Lon-
don last week, 3 mass meeting decid-
cil—on the recommendation of the
joint shop stewards commitiee (o
ndopt the tactic of sectional light-
ning strikes, The smag wos that the
power to call any shop out lies in
the hands of the convenors.

The workforee a5 a whole has no
say in the particalar form of action
o e tmken, This means thai the con-
VEROTE cimt stop action whenever
they want. This is what happenad
fowr i period

Immediately slier Lie decisson
on Tuesday, the whole factory went
out for ithe rest of the day. On Wed-
nescay and Thursday, the convenors
negotiated for hours on end with the
managemeént and called no action
whatsoever. For twebve hours the
convenors grovelled before manage-
meni asking Lhem for a formula to
let them off the hook: The manape-
ment would not give way, Far from
sultening up the management, the
fack of action gave them Lhe con-
fidence Lo dig their hecls in.

REDISTRIBUTION

At the end of the fwelve hours
the management simply came for-
ward with a redistrivbution of the
offer they had already made, All it
did was take some from the semi-
akilled and the women workerss and
give more to the skilked,

Managemients tactics are clear.
They intend to st it oul and leL the
divisiong amongst the workfonce
bring the struggle toa balt. If is part-
icularly easy for the skilled to scab on
the secticnal strikes.

Howerer, lipghtning strikes aens
called on Friday and they were 100
per cent solid, This has worried Lhe
manpgement and they kéep on throw-
ing a few more crumhbs in in an als
tempt oo dissipate the strugple. So
far thess crumbs have come Lo Tap
far the man and %2 per cent of 75
[E9p) for the women.

There are two weak links m i he
strugple, in addition to tne Oophe-
wing leaderahip, The first ig the lack
al myalvemaat af the women The

AT ST

wiomen arg striking with the men, bui
they have not taken any fead, thus
making il easy for the ripht-wing to
sell out the equal pay demand.

NO HOPE

This is hecause of the whole sick
reactionary history of the factory,
where some of the unions have
played an actively racist role. In
this situation, the women —many
of whom are hlack - have seen no
hope, and even wow when some
initistive has been taken, they still
haven't the confidence Lo lake (he
contral oul of the hands of thie shop
stewards commitlee

The second weakness i3 the lack
of democracy in the struggle. Although
there haove becn two mass meelings
it the course of the strugple, they
have beon stricily controlled by the
convenors who have entively dei-
crmined what should and what shouaid
nol be decided upon at the meeiings.

BASIC RATE

The mass of workers have had no
8dy on the question of the amount of
the basic rale, no sirike commit fes
has been elected, and the only ractics
which they have heen allowed to vote
on have been lald down by the ahop
sbewards commitiee. In order 1o unify
the strugele and allow the women the
apportunity to hive o say in what is
poing on, it 5 essential that the conld-
el of the strke is put into the hands
af the warkforee as a whale,

Mesampea of support to Tave Landan, Sec-
retasy ol ibe Joint Shop Stewands Come
mittee, {5TCE 31 Homesy Rise Gardeng,
London M19.

e won
—Hoew did the dispuic happen any-
wayT
Margaret: Well, during the wap: [reces
last wear the management prombssd that
whin thi Ineee was Hiled Che: tonlioon
men wauld hove parity with the beteer
padd facropies in the ares, Aferwards, how
ewir, Lhey backed dewn on this, sa¥ing
they coulkdn’t alfard it.

Well, whiat a cheek!— they can afford
to badld o posh suile on the actory pre-
muiges toeptercain VEPS—coet a homb il
i, trported doars oo Hollasd at Le0)
a time. And kst vear they made record
prolits, ab=oul lwo million pounds. They
arz just conning us- they must think we
are dall.
e ——

And vou sav the tooltonm men
have the support of the workforee?

s e

Margaret: O ves, U widon is well org-
anised here -we stnmid by the toalroom
In this dspute. They bave supparted us
in equal pay fights in the paar and waald
do0 &0 apain

When the manapement firs lockesd us
(al wo foreed our way into the work moan-
ager's affics demanding the right o waork,
Wi were going o oocupy the factory sot-
anlty —in fart we got atocks of fsad and

HOOVER WORKERS
SWEPT OUT BUT
NOT BEATEN

clothing st up in aur lockers for this
purpose,

We desperately need support en this
sfoapple aguinsl (he Ieck-ou, cepeclally
from ather bocal ctomes. This is podng
to b even mofe important, Decouse we
have heard tiat the strikees at the Hogwer
plant in Cnebuklang in Scoand ate po-
ing ek

Thiis couldd sz thal aftempds condd
b il b emmave stocks thst are here
and take them up to Scotlasd, 1 that hap-
pens we eoifd Be oul for weeks yat, That's
why we bave got o 24 hoar picket st e
warshause,

e

===
| see there's & very significant nu-
mber of women on the picket line

Thereses That’s righil—many of us are hav-
ing & real simaggle to moke ends mesd since
{his Lk oul 11 olakes nie imad wihen peop-
le say women only work for pic-markey.
That's josd rubbish. Most Gamilies rexlly
need twn wages these days- and that's for
e essibivs, nol Lor luxuries.

Wamen depend very much on their
cron wapgs, Besides there aro plendy af
single wamen, wideos, unsuppoerted moth-
t1s heme - they huve got 1o kKeep a home
EMAE on winens' WEESE.

We coubd da with lots nors people on
the pivkel lme—you s¢e many peops who
migiht athersise he here, wers foreed to
g il ook fisg oillber jabs sapecislly whess
# man and wife were beth laid of £, There's
o wodisin here wihicss lodbsnd has Deen
unemplayed For ages, anid now she's Toid
off witheut wnemployment Denefli a8
she's mat heen paying the full stamp. T
dan’t think many wamen realiae the lm-
plicntions of paving only the mamied woe
e’y slainp.

—Huow have vou mamnged with your

kids while rnu'\'c been on the E- ked?
Theweae: ‘Wl my husband™s Iu-nl.'in'g afted
them toeday, bag last weck 1 had no albern-
aftvg bul to dake themn om the picker Hee
with me, Mpny familics dre sullering buge
dodikaslic wpbesvals heconse of this lockoul
We really pesd & oufsery in this Eacbory-

Brazvuse ol the lack of numery facilities
arcindd hege, | have had 4o gy £8 o week
Lo a prnvate bahysminder, Even if you can
get your Kids inle 3 oursery, most only
oo mine b foar. Well that's no gacd Tor
us - we gtart work at 7.30 heme, That's shy
It would bes usetud §f we had 8 numsery at
the workplacs, 9z long a8 e women con-
trod the minding of i,

¥What abont al opporiuniiiss
for womaen at ﬁ'ﬂf factory?

I+ Pl Hevoo PMoooiil

Flai

Workers on the picket during the kst 5TCH
urike, The racist leadership of 1het strike |
divided tho work-force, snd has contribu- |
tad 1o the weak ness of the workes in the |
presant stru ggie

S

i The unitm have roally worked
om this, bt chere is stll o long way 0o go,
Thcre's lots of jols which e men-only
jubs, Forsxample in quality comtred it's
all men -1 wouldn™ mind 2 joh in iere,
we wouldn't Eor callomies on oaie Iands
like we da now From working om the
assembly line,

You'll fEnd it's always the women
whio huve to pak up with the most borng
jobs—but why shoaldn®l | be in the toal
raom ar drive o truck? The troable §:
that thers are no wonen as apprentices
hare g3 we never have a chamee—thal
wleans fram the whole lack of educatione
al opporienices for women for trafning
far skillzd jobs.

Speakers from fhe Hoorer Fac-
fory will be touring focal workplaces
{o dircuse the dispule ond yel suepport.
Thix & being done through the cus-
picer of the Bren) Working Women's
Charter Compaien and Arent Trades
Couneil,

Fupparr far the Hoover workers'
cker—deily from 7,30 am ar the
Redford Lane entrrnee of the Hoow
£F factory off Western Avenue, Per-
inxle,

Al donstions end messages of
supgport fo - EJones, 48 Fastcote
Rogd, Sourl Hereow, Widdlesex.

HUSH-UP ON BALLOT-RIGGING
GIVES CHANCE TO RIGHT-WING

Two members of the East Kilbride
branch of the Amalpamated Union

of Engineering workers have been
juiled for three years. Doug McLeod
and Thomas Dunn were found guil-
ty of forging mare than 2040 signat-
ures in o union ballot for the AUEW's
Final Appeals Court.

Altention was first drawn (o the
ballot-rigging late last vear and enthu-
sastically taken up by the Feomomiist
in its edition of |10 Bovember 1973,
The Erodomust saw the isue as 2
tirat-class chance to bash the left in
the ALEW—the Kilbride ‘vote' had
ensured the victory of Comimurist
Farcy member Jim Callan over right-

vinger Johin Byrne

When the matier was Grst reparted
10 e seven-mzn ALEW executive, alter
lisreming 1o the repoert of an official inwes-
CiFatar seitl Lo mguise inta the East K-
Lride vole, they decidesd by anly Foue
votes o three foo ullify the resoll. B
the B pefussd Lo discipline ar ask for
any gxplanatian from che Brancl of-

HMetale ~=~rm s rrmad

The reluctance of the wilon leaders
to take any acticn apened the door for
the capdtalise mediz, Thames Televmlon
mivved in like o fisaly ard on 17 Janw-
ary 1974 in ity progrmme “This Week'
didl a featare an Egst Blibeide, usiog the
propramme to try and dmg up other
alleped ballot-rigging ineldenrs. The right
wing in allance with the TV reporters
mude hay, hut Seanlon and the executive
refased 1o appear on the programme,

By 26 Jarmary tlee Economis was cal-
ling for polics actian, pointing ot
that the palics ‘will have 1o mows Fast®
if thwey are ‘Lo investigats the balloeripging
in M1 Scanton’s ALEW. In accondande
with union Tules the ballot papers weoe dus
to b destrayed on 13 February.

ALLIES

hew allies for the gdphi wing were ap-
pearing on the scens, Aims of Industiy—
fromt erpanizsition far Trig business - wrare
1o the Home Secretary to ask dhe polics
10 loc Jikte the aflair. Woodrow Wyatt,
1w ex-Labhear MP who specialises 10 wirii-
ing anti-upion arricke for the capitadis
preds, askod the Judgs Advocate 10 take
actian,

A5 the damiour Iram the copitolist

_ oo N a8 o BITYREL v o o d o

mainfained a discreet and siupid slencs.

The black of nction by the AUTEW ex-
ecutive pravided the anfi-uaion fones
with ammunitlon 1o discredit militunes
Ao e uni<m. Becawse the execudive failed
Lo tnkee potion to put its own howse in ar-
der it alloved papers like the Feonominr
to present themselves as defesdes of
deitocrmey inside the unign, What s even
mare sepjous i opeaed the way for the
pbice and the copitalist courts W inter-
fere i the affales of the ATIEW,

FLIANT

The preat ballot-rigging scandal in the
Communist Paply-laminalsd Elactricsl
Trade Union apened the way for the Can-
non-Chg pple leagnrsbilp which converted
U umicw intoa pliant servant of the
right wing Members of the OF are now
denied the right vo bold affics in that
unkeq and the rights af the mnk and e
e hen {rampled underloal.

Unlass the el shows itself to b
the moat fivm defenders of unian dem-
osracy inside the A UEW it can suller
the eame Fate as the F1U leadership
didl anad the people whe wall pay the g
Eest price Por that are the members.
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‘W you want hegher grants clap your
hands” — thare is a clap of thunderous
spplouse, the shies open, and pounds
pour forth.

¥ only it was that simple. The
eroskan in student’s living standards

LEEDS STUDENTS
CALL

On Tuesday 12 November the bippesi
ever Linion meeting was held at Swan-
sea University . Two thousand stod-
enis voled by bwo to one 10 continue
the week-old occupation in defence
of wictimsed philosophy students.

Three weeks earlier the cll for an
occupation could muster only 400
voies, 5o why the change?

DIRECT ACTION

Al the end of October the 5ix ¥ict-
imised students, who had twice boy-
cofted examinalions in the grudos-
ophy depariment, were recommended
by the students union Lo sl exams
conveniently provided by the author-
flies. They were given esurances that
changes would take place and there
would be no vichimisations,

But the militants at Swansea were
prepared for victimisations, and resp-
onded gquickly. The defence commit-
toe, in opposing the decision Lo =it
the exams, called & series of action
forums to defend the six. On the day
of the exams the forum organised a
boycoil of lecuires,

When the ‘reawlts’ came eut, with
five of the six students still wictimised,
an emergency Torwm, attended by
two hundred students, was called.

At this meeting the IMEG and various
independents argued the need for
immedinte direct action. A blg maj-
ority agread. The building housing
the philosophy department was
occupied.

Within five howrs Lhe occupation
was rutified by the Union council,
and three days later 1,300 students
at a Union meeting voted to accupy
the administration building.

The mass of students were thus
drawn in behind minority direct
action, Al a university like Swansea
with no tradition of struggle the
e on ils own was insnfficient to

will not be stopped by stwdents
simply parading their poverty:

This demonsteation of 30000 in
London iast Friday could have been a
real springboard for 3 muliant cam-
paign in tha colleges. Actions sarlier
in the week by students in Covantry

Thirsa thiusand sfodanis marchad 1hrough
Edinburgh last Friday. With hundreds of
isachors aut an sorike there was o great
[<]4]F 10

Ul b b lmAyg B aeman glis
ity gnd Fimben

Buit Ths Seottmh MLUS Eoscurbive fa0
wied to afow o speakor from the Afl-Scot-
timh Actbon Commitias o belng grasdings
fram the teschers. Furthermore, they
pushad a motien threosgh the Scottish
MLUSE confarenco tha fallowing day
sapparieng the Educstion Instrtute of
Septland a5 oppaiod 10 thosa actaally
m streggte, represeniac by ihi BAetion
Coamemattess

generale action, The students always
took the line of leasi resistance.
But the determined aclion of
ihe hatd core found a responsse
among the mass of sympathetic
students who were unsure of which
way to move. To have fakena
formal approach and waited for a
Union meeting would have meant
leiting time slip pway — the oppos-
tenity would have been loat. It is
vital te strike while the iron 18 hot.

SUPPORT

Suppori has however been forth-
coming from other directions. A
Trades Council delegation has vigited
the occupation, while the Swansea
Fords shop stewards commilies has
paasrd. a motion of supporil. The
solidarity of the locsl trade unicn
movemenl is vilzl for the reinst-
atement campaign.

The aulhorities have takena hard
line; making support from other stu
dents nationally very importani. The
wielght of the MUS must be brought
to bear. For this resson Swansen sty
denis have called a national demon-
stration for Wednesday 17 Movember
Mesgages of support and donations Lo
the cccupation fund should ke send
to the Qecopation Commitiee.

National picket called by

ancillary workers

Ancifary warbkers from the Portsmouth
@raup of Hosphals Feve called & national
picket arownd the ancillary warkars' puny
claim.

Tha pickal = Baing bald an Friday
22 Novamber outsics the Departimsni
of Hastth and Social Security, Elaphant
& Cazria, London SE1, starting &t 1.00mm.

Ancillary workars 20 angry ar the
inadeguacy of the present oflicial elaim

which calls far & minimom wage of £30
lor 35 hours. They point out that the
threshodd lEmit was triggered by thraa
paaimis last wassky and furibar hapg price
incrénme arta guarantesd by Labodr's
Eusdgoi.

The present olaim has besn dassgned
nat ta breuch the social cantract which
maane that the lowdy-mid NHE workers
ara axpacisd 10 baar tha burden of the
prépsnt eriia. Thvis might ba all right for

BROSTOL Ly J*"-""“r,

- L-'E-ENT‘- Lardtlds

and Lesds who occupied their town
hall showed just one postibility. Un-
fortunately it was only iolated
groups of students like those above
who posad the need to build a
fighting alliance with sections of the
labicear mow et

THE TUNE

Kol Universny s in e Lirovs of &
sinpilar strupgle. Blal becauss of the scab-
b role ol *Broagd Lef’, theee haz
nit been Lhe same mas: vaheemsent or
SRACERE A8 G0 Nwuniea.

T mi ardeele in the Comniends? Parly s
paper, Lhe Moraiag Sar, on Friday 15 No-
vember, i is argumd thal Lhe way 1o sabv
academic prablems is by mdee Soident
parBoipation in decision making. Thuy s
the stulent worll rough rose-rinted
Api e e,

The suppesiad alm of this policy af
paE Lizipation is to ‘mabilise U mass of
students Suraly anly the blind or the
mentally infirm would Tl Lo $e: thar
was slivest aoffar ol Saunsea thal nwobillised
Ll pnasses.

[L & pily Klnd such acticn was not
taken 2t Kend The hliame Dor et mast
o Ll spuareky at the door of the Broad
Laslr, welem Tailed b wct on Lhe prenddites
given by hice Union meelings fo ke
avieen

RESIGNED

I'he IMAG al Keit had conUnaally
argaed 1 neml for diesct action 1o nein-
skabs the vicimizsed. The membery of ghe
IMG on the Union executive, mchsling
the Pressdent, John MoGeown, telr They
cauld g lopgsr repam on an executive
that kud Tadled 1o defond il pembers

The capimalist press fabched on lo this,
huzt fadled o bother with ke fauis In
his betber of resignation Molicown saxd !

| conskler it ey o akipn mysell

with thise forcos propared 10 lake

aclEnn 1o pag the reirstalement cam-

pign back to the fore of campas e

The International Marxisl Geoup has

always Fought for the full sccountabili-

13 of Undon edlicers re General Mech

ings, When glected.to post af Uidon

President, | pledped mysalf to upholl

this wssenisal pronciphe.’

I w%as o iry ol wim Lhe rainstate-
menl cempaien, (0 eslabilsh rel democm
ey npd defend the Uniom, that MeGeoan
and Lww other 1MG members resigned
lromy the execotive. [F wus mal- a3 the
wAmitahal press clanfed due e the
awakening of the now legendary silend
mikjorile of moderale epimich

the unson burssscrats but for workers
strupgling to make ands mest an tha
appalling pay which ancillary workars
got it is nathing less than a sell-aut.

The pichet deserves tha suppars of
all warkers in thie NHS. Trade unionists
wanting 1o fight sl backs in 1ha bealth
service and build an NHS resporsible
1o the working ol should also giva
suppar to the picket.

Tha pickat must ba saen a8 the first
sinp towards forcing sction Grn 1ha ckaim.
Unless rank-omd-file sction is organisael
@t A natianal seals the unian eaders will
mmply 4a01be within tha tarma of the
zaoial contract.

Direct

The relative colm of the NUS "Week
of Action” in Leeds last week was
rudely shattered by 2 barge demon-
stration and picket of the meeting
of the Leeds Conncil education cone
mittee, which was discussing the
latest round of education “rational-
sl Eoms’,

Mt of the demonstrulors were
from Further Bducation Colleges
aniid Uhee loeal Polytechnic, Al ilese
institutions facilities ure nan-existend
or completely inadequate: most siud-
enes 561l hove 1o rely on thein pancnis
for fisancial support; discipline i
remipiscenl of @ primary sehood and,
to capitall.ar the F.E, calleges
Student Union activily is strongly
discourazed by ihe authorities.

SPONTAMEOLYS

T drive home Lheir poiat. an
enlirely spontancouws cooupalion
Pceak place of Lhe Bducation Depart-
menl central office. Cnce inside a
cnll was made to the Education
Committee chairman, Councillor
King, dermanding his appearanse al
the occupation (o explain why his
commities wag intent on cutling un
already inadequate budeel, This he
refused, and, when a delepation wis
se=nl to the committee, he again
declined to even docuss the igswe.

In response, the occupiers dec
ided to continue the aclion for the
rest of the alternoon, to discuss the
strategy for the coming montha.

I mander Mark Turnhbull
spoke skressing the need For o de-
mand that could umile all sectom of
sludents in further and higher ed-
ucation. The sliding scale of grants
wps such o demand if it is hnked
with a campaien neainst the cuts.
On ihis ke outlined plans which
gre underway to call a conference
of students and all other workers

wins through

action

in ldede, AUTE WALGO, ASTMS,
NUT, i, whes ate alao hit by

ihe peneral reduction i social exp-
endilure.

An excellent discussicn followed,
Ancther spenker Chris Pratt criticied
the NLUIS Exsculive’s whaole approach
— the rofusal of the Souncil to'even
listen o the deleglion was ampls
demonstriion of the wselessness of
Lke ‘presiure pabitices” tactic. Direct
aclion was the only way | hesaid,
ENTERTAINING

Meanwhilz, buck at the council a
bruss band from the tocal Musie Call-
cge was ‘enlertatnming” Lhe r_n{:n::j]u_l_
just outsule the nearesl window, 4L
full volume! The band chen led chose
sluclenls who had met been abla 1o
pet into the eccupation back to the
Eduealion epariment, whersasa
united body the students then
st hed back to the Polvtechni:
for & mesting

1M member Bick Hatcher called
lor a stetke of students and campus
waorkers to coincide will the next
Commiites mesting — which wis en-
thusigstically sccepted, He also drew
allention td the Prebbles decision on
mon-industrial picketing.

*Are we going to tei this stopus
picketing in our thousands for the
mext coupcll meeting? MO poared
the meeting.

Limited though this acrion was, il
provides o plallorm for extending and
develnpng the campaipn wgainst the
vuts and for higher and aan-discret-
ionare grunts. The 400 stwdents wheoe
fook part can act os o “batlecog ram’
into the rest of Leeds stwdents, Lo
harmmer home the urpency of nppos-
tion o the educallon rationslisations

precedents established in the nexl
few naonths will cosl ug dearly in the
yeiTs loocome.
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