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WILSON SCABS

ON THRESHOLDS

ln the first three months of Labour rule prices have gone

up by more than 5%, while workers' wage packets have
only just recovered from the big cuts they suffered under the
three-day week,

Little wonder, then, that hundreds of thousands of
workers have gone into struggle over the past few weeks try-
ing to force their bosses to pay out ‘threshold” pay rises.

While workers have been fighting to kesp their heads shove water,
the Libour Covernment has used every conceivable weapon—from its
infamous social contract’ with the TUC burcaucrats io'the Tories'

Phase 3 pay laws—bo try and trip them up

The one spol of retiel workers have been able to find from the
relentless wearing down of thelr lving standards has been the threshoid
pay-ouils,

These are scandalously inadequate- they cover only a small propor-
tion of warkers, do nothing for those on pensions or other state henefis
und after taxes and other deductions do not give most workers enolgh
to make up for the rise imghe cost-of-living, Bul even this miserly com-
pensation is oo much, according to Mr. Harold Wilson.

Speaking to assembled dignitaries at the thrice mis-named *Socialist
Internationai Leaders” Conference” Wilsen whined: *But no ane —certiinly
not the Conservative Government last October when thresholds weare
introduced = foresaw ., an incrense of perhaps £4 a week for the many
millions of workers covered by threshold agreements. Nor was there any
adequate perceplion (hal many thousands of workess not coverad by
threshold agrecments would he hound (o resent the protection accorded
to those who were, and would put pressure on their employers to secure
a similar degree of insumnee for themselves.”

Clearly Mr, Wilson would prefer to see millions of waorkers having their
pay packers shrunk week-by-week. As for those who Tight againsi this
prospect—their struggle 1s dizmissed o8 “iessntment.” What cheek !

Aftar all, the Labour Government came (nio office with millions of
working class vores, pledped to keep prices down. As Wilson himsell
tedd 1 he ‘socialist leaders’: “This Government has 2ken office an the
basis of a-new stratégy for fighting inflation ..

And how is this new stramepy’ working cuc? Well | Britain now hagsts
the worsd rate of inflation for over S0years, witl: prices under Labour
zooming shead at the rte of 295 per vear? And this is after Labour has
put inte elfect its much vaunted gimimicks for holding back prices—food
subsidies, rents freeze, ele

Hiving Tailed absymally 10 do anything to tame capitalisim’s inflationary
maonster, Wilion is planning to teed him on a steady diet of sorkers' pay-
packers, spudenis® pranis, anid old |:-rm-p|d'-; pensiong, That is the raal
mentting ol his dirty little sabotage operation against the threshald atrup-
e,

It s clear that workers cannol coind on Labosir bo do-any thing abou
inflation, The only way to defend worken® living standards & by seizing
on the present threshold agreements and Gghiing to exiend them 1o
cover gvery worker. to cover stale pavments, and to pay oot 2nough to
pive | OO prodection of lving standards,

Envouraged by Wilson's words, the bosses will launch a big drive to do
away with the threshold agresments when They expive in the sutumm.
Ihey will be counting on Lahowe's suppor .

The drade univn movement must prepare its oftensive now to dofsd
and extend fhe Piresfioids. Whatever messitres are negessry —dp todnd
including o general strike—must he prepared fo smash the hosses offen-
sivir, Turce oo A Ibresheld agreemenis thal roeliy protect wages [0
[ shidiing scale of wapges™). and force the Labour Government Lo break
wilh the cupitalists and make such protecton compulsory For afl wages
anel el ataie beneli,

e

One of the most impartant features of the lmperial Typerriter's strike has Bosn the dirsct invalvement of Aslan W
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* Here women strikers leafiet tho factary,

IMPERIAL TYPEWRITERS -
MASS PIGKET GALL

The strike ot Imperial Typewriters
Leicester is now enbering its third
mioaih.

Roce Todoy has been asked by the
ELCIE commities fooset wp n Salidarity
Co-ordinating Comimitiee and o num-
ber of sclions hove been planped

& Conatant p;:kel. has been throwm
g arvund Iemperinl Ty pewriters
showrambs, oppogile Bussell Sguare
l'ube Siation, London. O Wediies-
day a mass pickel has been planned
for thers and their othee showraoms
asrnss the couniry,

MASS PICKET

O L July che strike committes have
valled Ton oornass piekag ar tae fasris v, amd
This expecied that cade univa members,
mmipranr argonigriens and sectiens of
the eerolanlbegary kel wild fure oul o
farce Tor chis pickel

A demansceatian hins heen set for 2
Jurlw i Lesogslar, "Tlis Leer ahanld o1 the
full suppart of the =ocialisl and trade
anion meeemant,

Al possible resourees kst be mahi-

Lised 1o hack these petiens. They oow, by
ey iz dmd pogye, InfTe s fluoss
poopks slill at wark. They can develop
sabidaricy autans by ather worcers. They
it el 10 oo b macaks ol 1be s
kers and their Families

Trade pnlon meembers shoukd Be puil-
-!i.||_',r downo resalutiens ol suppuri fer che
strikers—myenilars of the TOWL must
InsizL ehean e sbrike Beomds of el
Doenations should be gent from branshes,
Al glewards’ commitess, trades couan-
cilz and Labaur Parbcs.

To wik u srrike you nesd maney-znd
every penny cobhectod can be used teoaid
Iknis Tiaghd, Thes weskers Tuave been denied
strike pay. The Social Secunty has wssd
vwary ilirty trick inothe book 1o deny
them. benelits. By refuging todinfone e
DEISS ihae there 15 a dispule 20 mperial
Trpewrlede, the local wnion Bareaersey
is bwlpizng the smployers W slaove aut
these workers. inancial help from fhee
wiEing class mavenent can provent this

INTERNATIOMNAL ACTION

Imperial Typewriers s past ol e
Amerivan melbra o] combire, L.
ehilch awnx TAGH planes in 32 ouniries

Liproit slso oens Adler and Triemph mepe-
wribers as well ps Olyigpis basiiess mach=
i, Ocher foems awnedd by Litton inchiade
Sweeda Buislvsss machines, Vao Noistond
Educztionz] Peblishing and the Londan
Oilice Machine Company. The way fo
miake s company bleed amd pve in is

L% exleauling interna lienal aolidarity
werions Like slrikes and pickets of fi
world-wids Cavtories, nrd shyowiGume

Theé Incernatiang Marsist Groop has
written +0 e Usibed Secretariar of i
Faliclh nternationai psking L Lo argamise
autians agamel ihe Lidtan cambing in
evetly coundy where i exises and where
e FILhas g 3sciion.,

The courapenus fight af the soiking
Aclaed warkers 38 u batthe for trade wnsom
rights. It challenpes mciin —inside the
comipny arul the union, [ iz a struggle for
the rights of woomen, By s seif-orpansa-
Lim ik Bras ghewn how wiorkers can fighid
the power of the capirslE foms, the
reac tamary wrdon leaders, the press ned
the intimidatian of the palize gnd the
M licaal Frand.

These re the regaons wiy slesoio e
aid Winsdin tivg support must be given tn
this srrueele
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the scongmy.
decisive sections of the econeimy

trade uniops,

economy under workers” control,

atiomn,

breaking the price oxde.

® Maticnalisation must be taken

— 1,

WOMEN'’S
- CHARTER

B

A meeting held in Birmingham to
launch a campoign around ihe
Working Women's Charter was
attended by over 100 people.
Jupe Cawe, from Birm npham
WLM apeond the mesting and
explained the importance of the
Charter. Fiona Fredenburngh, s mem

IINgROCU

TONY BENN’S PROPOSALS

A miajor row is breaking out over the economic proposals pul o
ward by Labours Industry Minister Benn. The Confederation of
British Tndustrics and the press have lawnched an castaupht. s
relinbly reparted that Labour ministers Jenkins, Lever and Healey
are attacking Benn inside the Government. Jenkins' Farliamentary
Private Secrelary, # little known scab called Gwynoro Evans, has
started o public attack on the proposals by declaring it i better Lo
sacrifice a policy than to endanger notional unity at a time like this.

It should come as no surprise to any reader of Red Weekly 1o find
out that Benn's proposals are not & road fo soclalism. We analyse
whal is wrong with his plan on pages 4 and 5 of this week's issue.
But socialists also have to understand that the effect of Benn's
proposals on the working class is not neoessarily going to be whiat
their author intends. The emplovers want to blame the whole
economic etisls on the trade unions, and the main bulk of the
Labour leaders are spouting about the social contract”. But Benn
is forced, for his own reformist and opportunis! reasons, to point
an accusing finger (even if a shaky one) at the real centres of capiral-
it wealth such as 101, Courtaulds and so an.

Mot only does this do real damage to the capitalist political
offensive but it helps ztimulate 3 very important discussion in
the warking cliss on vital gquestions of ownership and control of

* Any economic programme which does not transfer the

. nalionalised secior cannot sofve any real economic problems, The
jeh is where real power in the working elass move-
ment lies, must stop drowing up plans for running the capitafist
economy , and instead draw up u plan for the nationalistion of the

¥ Any econsmic policy which goes apainst the interesis of the
employers will be mei with sibotage and resistance. This sabolage
cannot be met simply by Acts of Parliament, but only through mass
action to gain workers control. The demund for workers control of
the economy is not something to be introduced gjfter the nationalisa-
tinn of the economy, but i the only way of securing that rationalis-

* The capitalists’ books must be opened. One vital question which
Benn docs mise, in & reflormist way, B the abolition of commerical
secrecy, This must be taken further, ond messurss can be taken from
the base of the workers” movemeut to implement il.

® Nationalisaiion should be linked to the strugghe agninst inflation
by demanding the nationalisation of the most notorious profit
in particular the oil companies, the food monopokies and all firms

dancy. The nationalisation of the building trade, where o hundred
thousand workers will be redundant by the wintes, and the nationaliz-
ation of the motor industry . where there will be toos of thousaods of
redundancies (and the almost certain bankruptcy of British Leylond),
are particularly urgent campaigns. Bul every redundancy must be met
with an oceupation through which the demand for nationalisation of
the whole firm or industry of which the company 15 a part can be
roised, Simiarly the demand for the nationalisation of all firms break-
ing safety regulations should be raised,
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the 300 monopolics — infe the

foErs —

up in the siruggle against redun-

ber ol ALEW [TAMS]L desorihed

somie af the ootivites areund 6o
Charter aisd the greswth of e Charler
groups throuphoul Brladin.

“Whal | iImpartant aboat the
Charter is that it meress he lraditional
demaimde of the W LM with athers
previously tnkvn up by warking w\anre
imlde the factory and in the wnions,’
axkplainoed Fxoma.

She said: “A meal struggl arouwnd D
demards coubd provide the hasis forn
Fusdon of the ideas arsd Foros of both
the WM and the labhour movemenl,’

11 was agrecd fo set up anad-hoc
orpanising Sommaies 1o coording te
[uture activily aeel Lo make wock i
supporl of th furses’ pay claim an
immuediate priogity, By halding a
series of pablic mestings and actively
beamg imeodved in wamien's sl geles
e Chacter Group hopss (o gincngshen
its hase and suppart in the Birmingduni
ArEh,

Mamy of the people 2t ihe meetaig

wee debepates from drode wndon hronokes,

Thee WLM hgd sent out ewver 600 cireulara
1o widon hranches with copiss o (bt
Charler. Now the important msk is 1o
Binlld o that hase sod widen (he aapport
that the Clarier is beginning to gzt in

the ailons,

In the Rast issuz of Kod Weekly, an
arixcle on the Working Women"s
Ulsrier canpaign included o quotation
from Irene Breogsl (not Brody as
repocted ), spoksswoanan for the 13,
Drue b last mioude aditiog tils weas
tEkes oul of contesl.

It shoaibd have read thal woaen ik
15, or other palitical groups, shauld ot
ke declsions oo thall own as 0w the
campalg v stcustured, but chat chese
Al WWeaily
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decisions ahawld be mads by the increas-
g nomber ol women warkers mvolved
in the cempakgn. The asiicle v the
impaeazion Lhat women in 15 do oot taks

decisiams an motiers of politicd arli-
udsan ap their awn.

Thee articls stoted dhar 15 made its
First appeamnce af Uiat meeting, Al-
though rhe 15 did nol eeme oo the fifad
meectings by have heew afdending
measlingss [or the yinsd noath.

Llondon allowance

The Pay Board offers virtually nothing. Strike action must be stepped up

The affers are contemptible, Teachers acpument for stepping up strike actlon,
already pet 4 £118 allovnnce, Afrer  notfor calling it off.
tax, the new incraase would g
many of the teachess, living outsude
the four mile radiug, about £1 8 week.
Bwen Max Morris, the ex-Prasicden
of the MUT faor once got things right
when he said! “It"s totally unaccepts
able.” Morris aptly described it as 'a
dap's breakfase' and said: T cannod
ste how the NU'T exaculive can Militants in all the unions should
possibly acceptit . take him at his word. A struggle
He added: 'There is simply nothing - should be staffed sew fora London
right aboul it The figure of £400 = allowahce.,
wroang because it applies to a minacky
of Landon teachers— 1 B per cénl in all,
The Fgure Tor the other 82 per cent
is the same gs the sum offered by the
employers 18 months ago.” fight of all London workers—those
The same applics to WALGO as the nol covered by a London sllowanes,
teachers. The Repord gives an elogquent and those offered this paliry awand.

Abter Dour mootlis of stalling by
Employment Miniter Michael Foot
the Puy Rogrd Repord on London
Weighting—cost-ol-living

allownnce —hax been published.

The Fepori shows that thoss
membersal the NUT and NALGOD
who gaid waiting for the Repord
would achieve nothing were right,
[hey hod arpued thot baly strike
aclion would force the cmployers o
pay up.

The Feport offers a fwo tier
allowance This recommends a £400
allowance for inner Londoen ond £200
for omiter Loddon. The divide i= an
arhilrary four miles radius bassd on
Charing Cros

This division & 8 complete frawd,
It woathd, if accepted cut the Inmer
London Education Authority in hatl,

NALGO
workers :

THE INITIAL REACTION of the
MALGO bureaucracy to the Pay
Board report on London pay mokes
it likely that even they will be con-
tinuing the struggle lor a highee
London Allewnnee,

Ihe woion's nationdl nepetintors
told the emplovers representatives
at the Mationzl Joint Cooncil last
Momday thal they were not prepared
to seitle for the Pay Bosrd s figures-
g I95 increase Tor (heler London and
£156 for Inner London—but instead
wanted to negolinte oo the basie of
L1586 and £214 incregses for Che Dao
seclors

The cmployzrs claimed rhat this wns
aurside the bounds of the repart znd o
negutimtions were culled ofT wndl & July.

Im this siaaiboes i@ obysuas that it
won't ket skills of the mégotiaton dua
will ¢ppkie dlve Londen claim to smash
pust the Pay Broand proposals. ThE can
weilv b achilesed By massive, widesareod
arrike acbon - same thing the unio
hurcawereey has been afrasd (o do ever
sines they called the shingion branch
back to week when 11 focked clase o
taking comvtral of the compaign oul ol
thesir hamdls.

Oine feature of the Sresistance’ of e
baircatcrals is thekr willingness 1 acoept
the principle of increasine (b differential
bepwecen mnes and Outer Lamilen. The
claim is for-a [t see E400 I0crease, hat
thie neporiators will only be tlking aoonnd
e E1HS and £216 figuses, nccepting hess
thun 506 ol e clabns foo the whobe of
London and attsmpling e split ofl (ke
maie gnilieant sEecians in che centrul
London beanches foom e resc.ol the
disrrict

Any elrategy to comber the Pay
Board proposals musl stael from the
hases af o flad rape L4000 mwervass Lo anify
the wiisks myenvbersiip behmd the claim.
Thie manceuweres of e arcaucrals show
that 1l andy way thiscan be achivved
is hraueh the wk-and-file arpanising
ungl beading the campaign. Thi contimia-
tion ol te strugple makes it imperarive
For & ol Landon action comiminllas [0
b Pornied Froan the Focal poverniment angd
clecericity warkers mkmgacticn, and
for thiz body o rapldly transfaom che
o B R bk e oo

Alan Benne hmy Donogie

A 3 _i.__E)NDDH HRED FORUMS
i e i SUMMER ISSUE OUT NOW! Tha aim of the serpes i5 to provide

bath an understanding of the prasant
palitical and economic crises in Bri-
tain, and the taks of workers” srgani-
waflons internationally.
The sariea will comprise:
| 1, Labours Strategy: The presant situs-
tion,
| 2, Thet Stromng State, Fascism & Aacism.
3. Chile/Partagal: Workars Powss or
Raformisl Road?
4. The Crisds of British Impariafism:
Irabined . 2
B. Imperialdm ard Armed Straggle in
Latin Aursrien,
@. Wormsen Workers and the Woesmene
B A, ;
¥. Britain: The road to Worke® Pawer,
8. The Taks of tha Fourth International.
Evary Tuwidnl 478 B, in ihe renera!
Pictan, Caledovian Road, 8T, 15 Mg,
Kings XI starting 2 Jaly, 3 s 1

Whal the Hepart does howerer. is
give on argument for 8 London aliow-
amos Tod all those workers who hawe
not had one in the past. Sir Frank
Figgures, Chairman of the Pay Board.
lameated that the 8epoerf would
probably be wsed in thet way.

Ax well ag setting up action ohmn-
mirtess, poros-union organsaiiods
must b set wp to bring topether the

! _j:_;_
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Lome of the NALGO members who plcketed the meeting of tha local govern-
mant National Joint Council last Friday, demanding that strike action to win
the mational and Londoen claims be stepped up immediately

Teachers

THIS WEEE'S PAY BOARD geport
offers teachers a (wo-tier London
Allpwance system of L4000 for ‘inmer’
Londasn amd £200 for “oater’. This
contrasts with the present single

rate of £115.

Edwiard Eritien, Genernl Secretary
of the MUT, has been forced to des-
cribe the offer as wnstisfactory and
forecasts “tough negotiations” to
increase the £118,

The MUT clamm i £350 for all t=achers.
Many peachers have heen expecting the
Pay Board wo hand oug cash, and bove been
led b ekigws they woulild pel ncarly £350

Whitt is almiode certain howeer is that
the mancy svailable will b lumped
jopethier and distriba el equaliy, This will
mesn bachiers will get well below £350—
probahbly samething in the region of £240,

Teachers in al least seven sehials have
vared o strike on Wadneslay todemand
L350 Tor all, asd 0o ssirlement withoat
fall demecratic consultacian of membsers

nt unmxm cnedtiing 10 ool tmis,

Wednesdmy s strikes will bo Tallowed
by o lohhy of e WUT Exécutivementing
al Harnilinn House on Thursday, 4 July
at § p.m. Oo Friday NUT milifants will
prabally picker the Burmham commelie:
meeting which will be discussang the
Lasdan Allawancs,

Thie mam donger ceenades sl Execu tive
sef-aul in tee smmeer holidoy s, & com-
binpgian af teacher gharlagm and e
effects of the Tory impossd £180 million
education culs proniises (o mnke the
coming Automn parbcularly diflizuld
[ peschérs.

A vietory by Londan Ieactszre i the
beet prepara ton for the Aatvmn: But
Londan militants are conscious of the

dangers ol igolaton nand have demaesded
the imimediate opening of negatiatos
an the oafioml ¢kin,

L I-"rh:lp}'. 5 July the Londor Teachers
Action Committes, sapporred hy Fank &
File, is holding & mesiing at the KUETO
LEall, Tockeys Fiels, to discuss che Pay
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The only way to stop them is in the
streets now’, says Transport Union

eader

Aed Weekiy talks to BRIAN
NICHOLSON, Executive
Committee member of the
Transport and General Workers
Union, Chairman of tha
Mumber 1 Docks Group.

Whai were vour bnmediate reac-
tions o the desth of Kevim Golely
in Red Lion Square?

Ubweousky | was taken aback and
my st reaction was only haman -]
thought ‘those bastards’—but then
thinking about the exact circumstan-
ces | belbeve | was one of the Dirsl
peopls toodemand an independent
ET LTy
The TULC leadem argoe that we
shouldn't give any publicaty 1o the
W, that any publicity only aids
und abets them, | don't Know ®hene
they kearnl thedr golities, to come
ot with this sort of argument. The
one thing we have got to dois 1o
cxpose the NF, We have got to do
il in & pogitive manner, and in o
number of ways, We've god 1o expose
the leadership of this movement
and expose their hackgrouwnds.

How do yon suggest this s done?

Firsl of all there's god b be &
real undergtanding of the pornve
line that the TUC should take on
the Mational Fronl, | beleve that Lthe
trade union movement, the Laohour
Pariy and the broad beft have pot 8
great deal Lo answer for in this

respect, because for 25 years we ' ve

been in & state of "no fear of Tascism,’

We can no longer hide the fact thae
W' v gul thig bloody rotlen cancer
in our midst

ing necexmary T Should we allow
fascists do hold open meetings in
colleges and factories?

Would | allow the Tascists Lo
hiodd public mestings? Well in my
opinion, no. We've got to fight thess
people with the weapone thar they
woillld altirmmtely fight ws with if
they were in power. Don't let’s
hide anylhing to anybody in the
labour movement—what wag Spain
all aboulT Whal is Chile all ghaiit™

Diony’t kid wonrselE that they re
gobing 1o trest us with “freedon of
speech’ dnd. “democratic procedures’
if they get to power. The only way
Lo stog them, and 'm saery if |

“sounad undemocratie, i5in the bloody

stpoets mow and not start whining
ahaaal o 1 live vears tems

What about the proposed NF/
Drange Order, marches coming up?

Well, | appeal 1o my coll=agues
in the TUC and in the Labour Gow-
eennicne to ban these types of
marches, Il the NF mount any lype
of demonstration after the experien-
ces of Bed Lion Square and the left
monnted g punitive effort to dem-
onsirate in opposition tothe NF,
then the next occasion will be of ]
such magnitude that pecpbe will be
forced to take notice of what it's
all about

How do you think that we shoald
prepare for these in the likely eveni
thai the Labour Government won'l
ban the fascist marches and the
TUC won't mohilise counter-demon-
strations?

If the Government doesn't ban
these marches then how do we go
shoat i Well, | féel that the lesder-
ship of the trade vnion movement
generally should he the establsled
centre of any activities. But failing
that type of of gamiging cenlre,
which has failed us so often in the
past oved the Indusinal Relations
Act and things ol this kind, then
obviously it's up to people like

Wi know that the Special
Patrol Group were invalved in the
Red Lion Square demonsiration. How
do you view the increasing involve-
ment af this sort of force in indus
trial dispuies and demonstrations?

It's not increasing—they've
always becn there. Their activities
lave always been known 1o us, and
[ cam go back some time in my
own industrial career. They re at our
bloody mestings, our branch mesi-
ings.

Who are you kidding? Thev'ee
doing exactly the job that they're
bloody well paid to do. The impor-
tant thing is the pelitical role that
they are now playing despite whal
o ernment & in power, There ane

“It's always the sirdcer chat winds up in court, and naot che blokoa that did the achaal
aitatiig’ — at laast.a dosen strikers at Imperial Typewrities have appeared in court on

[ear Comirades,

As the joint crganisers of the dem-
arstFation on Sunday Ta-hine in
golidarity with the likeration move-
menis in fhe Foituguese colomias and

charges of assawlt, but not the MNational Framt thug seen attacking one of the pickets abova

the people ol Portugal, we fesl it &=
nECEssnTY 10 wWrite l.'-\.'!ll'l-\."'l:Iﬂ.i.l'L‘.". the
statement by Steve Hart, From the
joint platform of the rallv.

We had understoocd thot he wouald
be regding a shost statement, which
bl presviounsly been ngreed by the
organisations involved in Salurda ¥E
demonstration apainst the Nationak
Front. In view of this we did not
expect o starsment wihch inchided
critiesm of ane of our sponsoTing
arganisstions and felt tlal this was
a misuge of our plaiform,

We have written to Steve Hant
EXPTCESINE orkr wiews on Dhis,

We would nlso like to toke tlhis
opporiunity to thank you for the

the seeds of Fasciem ot the end o
the day- planted by the peaple wha
contral this special section. Whe
are they? Who do they represent?
They have been arcund ever since
day one, ever ance the Peterfoo
mossacTe

Would vow agree there has becn a
natkeenhle increase in palice inter-
vention in striloes, ere?

Alongsids the reappearance of
Lhe exlreme cighl wing Chere alwavs
looms the threat of repularised mili-
tary mttervention by the standing
armed forces in indostrial disputes,

But it zlso ranges wide from Lre-
land to Heathrow and hack again, |
mysell was stopped three times the
other day at Heatheow! The Heath-
row episode was precisely an
ewereise 1o demonsrate their power
in the event of an ‘emergency,’

What should the Inhour move-
mmenil do aboui this temdency towarda
n ‘strong state™)

First of all we're talking shout 3
leadership that isn’t there, There’s
a smugness on the pail of the leader-
ship that exists inside the trade unicn
movement who do mot see the ‘ugly
head,” if | can call il that. of these
forces belog ralsed sgsin.

What showi the prohlem of phy-
sical force being wsed agninat pickel
lines a5 we've s¢en recently ar
Imperials, and al Chrysler lasi yepr?

Well this is where the labour
movement s very weak, Such
cpisodes are new in this respect—
we've always had managemen| spies
inside the factorles, but it's new
that the employers have gol people
fram the oulside to.do such jobs for
[{STEH T

| think that everyhody hasgot
the right to physically defend them-
selves if stlacked and then answer fof
it later, I've always found that it's
thots ekements thal dissgres with
dispates, thit denounce them in the
prees ete. that sre the fiest people
toattack, Bul it's atways the striker
that winds up in the court and the
bloke thar did the aciual attacking,
provoking ete, 1s nof heard of

If the fascists mount § campaign
im the autuma ol this year Lhen we
in the lnbour movement, regardless
af what groun we belang Lo, must
be prepared o gooon to the stoécts.
Lo demonstraie against Lhese people
The lessons that are now being
iengrased upon the people ol Chils
must be learne in this comntry. Sun-
ple a5 Lhat

The important thing 8 0o gel (he
leaiders of the trade unicn movement
to see the threal dow and to orgainise
on the basis of the threat now, and
nob o0 Cen vears Lims,

If there was a merting called to
caganise for the connter-démonstra-
thong agaliest the SMF Orange Order
marches, would you be there?

Il Blcsody well be there, and 1
hope thar the people [spoke to over
the past few weeks as a resuli of
Bevin Gately's death are also thers,
ingdenl of Lelliig me they e sorry
that they couldn’t attend. They we
aotto be there.

SUPpOTe you gave ud on the |6l We
lock forward to increased woark to-
gather in the British solistority maove-
ment for as long as il is necessary,

Yaomars fraternally

Polly Caster

Becrelary

For CFM AL and Porbguese Workers
Coopdinating Comnslies,

URGENT — Appeal for witriesded,
Any witnesses to arrests during the
anti-fascist demonsiration in Lon-

don on Saturday 15 June are asked
to contact Andy Do La Touwr —
telophone 01-278 G526,

THE FIGHT AGAINST FASCISM
GOES ON!

E

< WAS

Aecognising that the rise af fascist groups is takeng place on a Europsan seale, and nonds

1o b foight ao wieh, mambare of tha G1M, Garmsen asction of tha Foeurth | nbernational,
meotarited & picked owtside the Briish Embassy in Bonn in salidaricy wich the antk
Tamcigl darmansiration an 15 Juns, ard pgainat tha mairdat of Kavin Gately, They alsa
distributed leallets aon the Esee in Aachen, Cologne ur!d ather tow s in ﬂm_Fl!hlnd.lnd.

Meanwhile in Edinburgh

NEARLY A HUNDRED malitants
attended a meeting in Eclinbirgh on
Whe Killed Kevin Garely?™—a very
high attendonce condidering that the
police had been busy ripping down
the posters advertising it

[eespite police haragsment the
meeing was & sfep forward in the
Erowing campaign againsd the Notio-
nal Fronl, 1t decided unanimousty
te 5ot up an ad-hoc anti-fascist
commities whoee immediate activi-
ties would include a speaking teur in
the local labour mevement with 4
speaker from Warwick Usiversity
| where Kevin Gately wad a student).
A mobilisation is also planned agmins
a meeling that it 8 strongly numow-
red Martin Webster will be holling
somt In Edinbuigh.

"The blame for Kevin Gately's
death,' & lecal Labour Councillor
pand Internotional Brigade veleran,
Denald Reaton teld the meeting,
Naw ot with the Nutional Front,
af ovent with the policeman wha
murdered him, hul with the Labour
Liovernment who have Tailed to cary
et Their duly bo their class by
exbirparing fascism wherever it
apprars.”

and in Leeds

ASMALL SPLINTER-GROUP of
the Mational Front, based in Lesds,
misleadingly called the Mational
Democratic Freedom Movement,
sullered its lirst mnjor defent & few
days ago. Afier the Labkour Gonacll
biad refused them a roeom (o hold &
meciing they attempted to hold a
protest meetng on the steps of the
Town Hall.

& newlv-formed anti-fascist
committes, s2i up from a meeting
called bw the Trades Council, made
ssire that the WDFM would not po
unchallenged. Thoy were rapldiy
ronased and their selt-styled ‘leader’
Edmund Maorrison was pursued inla
i nearby police station .. home from
biame!

The police playved their customarn
Yimparrial® rode, Some of e anti-
fascist militants were arrested and
ong bas besn charged with ' grievous
bodily lizem,” 1L s also peporied that
he was banten up in his cell where
he was kept for two days, All thess
commrades will oeed loancial help
for their defence,

Conrributions should be sent to:
LEEDS ANTI-FASCIST ANTI-
RACIST COMMITTEE, 2o [53
Woadhouse Lane, Leeds,

Police ‘victmm’
REMEMBER THAT COFFER wha
wid supposed 1o have been lopared
in Red Lion Sguare and suffered a
hrain hnemorrhage ol terwands?

1t turps oul that it i medically

impessible o directly link his condi-
Cln o thal Sarueday's events, The
iy¥pe ol brain haemorrhage thet be
& suffering from: is the type that
pricluces symploms immedia ey il
coours—and the symproms enly
appeared on the Monday-after the
demonstration. However, for several
weeks fefore the demonstration he
had heen sulfering rom increasing

high Blood pressure as o result from
3 kick that he apparently received
insifde Motting Hill police station and
s daily dose of tablets had been
steadily Tising.

The only medical link that has
becn officially made bétween hia
present condition ond Red Lion
Lguare 4 that, oo ralwrsing home
from the demonstraticn, he was
said to be inoa Cdistressed’ condition
Surprise, sucprise! And who wasn't
‘diglressed’ amongst the demonstrato
after bartling against horses and
truncheosns Fod at howr or moreT

Warwick Siodent Union President,
Fete Ashhy, has called for 4 remewed
fight against fascism and racism which
birimgs fogether all sections of the
studenis, labowr and progressive move
ants.

Acting as spokesman for the Action
Connnittee w2 up following Kevin
Gately’s death he urged student
nniong, teades couneils and politicall
orgamisations Lo organese in Lheir argas
and atfiliate to the Warnwick University

Red Weckly

Call from Warwick Students’ Unios

Action Commities,

Ashby caid: "We must eslahtish g
national nefwork of Action Comemit
tess for Information, mohilisglion
and sclion.

“The zall by this ami other unlons
to han the proposed National Fronl,
Orange Dinler marches, can only be
the first step.

“hir job will not be completed
until foscizm iatotally defenled and
all peaple ure whie io live fres from
racinlist harassment.”

4 July 1874
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The economic proposals of Industry Minister Tony Benn have produced a fierce row both in the press —as the
cartoons reprinted here show —and in the Labour Party. Alan Jones looks at the meaning of the ‘Benn Plan’,

When looking at any new Labour Party economic propesals
probably the first thing any socislist does is (o examine what plans

for nationalisation they contain,

This is in fact the first giveaway about the real nature of the
recent plans put forward by Tony Benn. They do not contain any
proposils to break capitalist ownership of industry, but instead
limil nationalisation to a very few cases (hasically just ship-building
and aircraft production). These are far too few to take control af
the economy out of the hands of the capitalists.

Benn may claim that he is trving to
use the tail of the public wcior and
Stule Intervention to wag the capital-
i dog, but the most clementary Tacls
show the complete unrealism of his

approach.
PUBLIC SECTOR

Take the size of the naticnalised
#ector, It ks true that half of all
capital invostment now takes place
in the public secior - but this is
more due to the collapse of invest-
ment in private indusisy than to
the extent of the State owned indus-
s Lhemselves, In _Iu'.'l: the gt put
o the nationalised industries is
ealy nbout one tenth of [he whole
eoanomy and their workforce only
sccounts for abowt 8% of tolal
employ ment .

In conirast to this, private induos-
iy & enormonsly conceniraled and
powerful. [n 1971 the 30 top com-
panses alone prodoeced nearly hidf
of all turnowver, A mere 80 companies
wwm bwo thirde of industral assets
amel the larpgesl 300 comirel 87% In
mach a situation — which would not
B lundamentally aliered by Benn's
w=ry limoted ralionnlisation proposals

S Lhe cupitulist sectar and neol
b nationalised one which must dom-
male.

This becomes even morne chyvious
when you consider Lthat the mationnfis
e sector and the privare sector are
rElalad at every level. To take just one
example, the abeciricily indusiry buys
o penerating machinery from privaie
Elusiry, gencrates Lhe eleciricity in

‘He may be wearing a fun unifiqm, but they 5.3.1_;" he's as dangerous s we are |”

Rad Wank iy 4 Jialy 18734 Page 4

i nationalised indosiry and sells maost

ol ils oupul o private (ndustry:
What oocurs in the nationalised

indusiries & virtuslly tozslly deter-

mined by whal happensin Che private

aector of the ecomamy. IT inwestment
falls and outpul drops in the privile
sector then there i no market for
gooks from the nationalised indus-

tries, If prices go wpin the privide

ar even matn, consikierntinn sogalists

take fnto sceount — for example

keeping down unsmployment or

snsuring ad squate public services are
more imnpartant then just productivity

figures. Bur these flgures do sliow the
I abourd supposed ‘mefficiency” of
nationalised induscry.

I'he reason why we are conlinually
fnld nutionalised indestries are “in

cificien’ is because the tost applied
lo thers s not the productivity of
fabowr but the capifalist fesi of profit-

ability.

This & guite ridiculous, [ s only
the msane economic s¥slem al apil-
alism which turns profit info a grest

o for which mitliens of men & 1o

he thrown an dole gueswes, bloody
wire fought and vast social conval-
sioms gone Lhrough. The nztiona lised
indusines could make vost prodits,

it that was their alim. oo choe at
all, I they were allowed (o Fallow
the pricing palicies of private capital-
sy — that 5 1o raige their prives Lo
that pomnt whers public outcry and

sector then the nationadised industries gy lack of buying power [otces

have to pay moTe, As long as the ciap- them to slop

they would show

italist econonyy exisis there s 1o Wa¥ profits galore. But who would gain

rovenid This.

The relalion betweon the private
accior pnd nationalised ind ustries can
b sk even made dlearly when we
Inok af the present functicning of
the nationstised induatrics.

EFFICIENCY

Contrary to he propaginda pul
oatt dn the cupitalist press the mation-
alised industries, even in an unplanned
capitalist sconomy, far From being
“inefficient” are in foet far more effici-
enl in the producisvity of labowr than
private indusiry. For example, in the
years | 958-68 oulpul per man in
British manulacturiag indusdry, which
i largely privately cwned, went up
by 4% Bul productivity ia the nation:
diised railwoys went up by 4 6%
productivity m'the mines wend up by
6%, incelectricity by 79% and in the
talionalised aivlines by nearly 20%

OFf eourse prodectivity is nol the anly,

il lhe prce of eleciricily were doub-
led and the eatlopalised electicity
inclustey made a vast profin? Nobody.

LOOTING

In Tuct, under capilalism, something

warse then even simple profit making
gues om, The whole ecomomic policy
of the nationalised indosgiry 5 rigped
s0 s b suhsilise private irms. This
iz done in three basic ways.

Firsi: sictionsnal an incl sty pre
kept in private hands or let off 1o
capifalists. Thus, for axamale, the
manufpciuriag for the teleplione
syslem; o vasl underlaking, is done
privalely, There pre comtinml szan
itls nyer the prices charped hy
privale lirms 1o the Coal Board for
il propsand olher mining eguip
ment, BOAC was foreed to Inse
L1.3 millien profit when its West
African air-saubes ware given o
priviale firms,

€ AP OTE,

Second: the nationalized industries
are loored theough payment of wst
aums in compensation to the former
awners — who in any case had made
vagt profits previowsly out of the
workers in the industry, For example,
SVEIY Veal belwesn naticnalisation
and 1972 the mites made more than
enough money o gover thedr running
costs, In thirteen of thase yesrs i
miad s profits of over £20 mllion and
I seven of them profits of over £30
million. Yet compensation and inter-
el payments to capitabisis are so vost
Lhal in mast of these vears, aftes the
nand-outs; 3 loss was made, Fven
whers maney was retained it was
vastly cut inte. For example, in | 963
an epormous £72 million surplus was
made. This eould have been wead fo
cuf the price of coal, improve the
wapes of miners, inerease investmeant,
af all three, But instead a hoge £50
muftion was promptly taken by intes-
eat and campenstion holders.

Third: the pationalised induastrizs
are loated theough being ordered to
charge astificially Jow prices to priv-
abe capitalist customers, The maos
nalorinus example of Chis is the way
the naticnalsed sleel industry For
veats has been seiling steel to tndus
tridl customers ot low prices, sub-
sibized by the wocking clnss tax-
pover. Many other caces can be
cited—for example, the rehnting
aystem of the Post Office on com-
pany mail which. by 1971 amounted
Lova subgidy o dnduestry of LR mil-
lion a year,

This sitwation in which the scon-
ol policies of nationalized indis-
Lries are dercemined by the private
Aot is dmevitghle as long as the
key centres of indusity remaln in
caputahst bands, Bven if Benn's
propasals were implemented {hen
il wiould still be the private capitalis
dog which would wag the puhlic
secior tail.

PLANNING FRAUD

Many right-wingers and lendears of
the Labour Party oppose even the
limited “Benn Flan®, claiming (hat
the ald soeishst demmind for nation-
alisation is now ‘out of date', They
sy Ll now industsy can be brouglh
:.lncer contral withou! netionzhsing
It

Henn, whether e thinks that ar
nod, certaialy gives support o thees
idens by Llie talk in his praposls ol
‘consulintion’ and {a key word this),
indigntive planning whar this amounts
ioig dn attempt (o plan the economy

without abolizhing capitadism itself, It
is totally uatelisable — g8 an exan-
imalinn of the 20 called ‘plenning
mechanisma ol capitulism shows,

The first method which capetalist
‘plonners’ have attempred Lo use 1o
ovircome capitalist economic anarchy
is-the method of simple periaasion.
This ‘technigue’ is a complete fraud.
What oocurs is simply that e employ
eis sy whal they are gning to do any-
way, and the Governmenl more or less
just writes that down on & piece of
paper and calls il a ‘plan®, Even the
ecomomists of the capitalist claws hpve
ioadmit this. Top capitalist econom-
i Andrew Shonfield, for ezample,
has wid in his book “Wadern Capital-
irim’ that French economic *planning'
wins mainly of wee to,"The large
cofpidalions who are interesied in
planning as & means of reduciog the
uncertainties of investment', He
ncdded Bluntby-“The Man reflects,
an lamge part, thelr ideas’.

Exactly the same was the cuse

with the Labour Gowvernment's
“Wational Plan® of 1964, This openly
stated chat il was drawn up in the
fllowlng say: “Indugiries wers
asked whut n 25% natiopal growih
from 1964 ta 1970 would mean

b tlean,’

With no compulzion in this so-
called ‘plan’, whal happens is that if
thi capdtalsis decide they don’t
like the plan they simply ignore it,
Thus, under the [964-T0 Lahour
Government, Lhe employers did not
consider Ltheir prafizs high enough
amidl thersfors did aot invesl. As a
result cconomic growth was Jess
than half the incresse it was supposed
to be under the ‘plan’.

If Benn's proposals were simply
af this woluntary” type they would
hardly be worth discossing, Bag et us
give him the benefit of the doubt for
the moment and auppose that he
actually intends there 1o be some
elemeant of compulsion in his propos-
als. What will happen then?

SABOTAGE

1F Benn decides to compel some-
ane to de something il is obvioushy
trecause they don't want to do it
themaslves: Since the capitalist svs-
Llemn &= ot the moment heading towards
25% inflation ard a rillion unem-
ploved it is not surprising that Benn
might want to conipel the capitalist
ciags to do something ofber than wial
they intend ac present, Wul oll hiscoric-
4l oxperiance shows thar the reaction
al the capitalist clas (o any such com-
pulsion will ke very sitonp indeed.

Whilz it ia slways calling for aw
and order’, dewrsinding resirain: from
the working closs, und 50 on, the

PRODUCTIVITY DEALS MEAM
chenpening labour costs nnd mcreas-
ing exploitation, For bealth wrorkers
in particular thic has meant a severe
and often intolerable increase in
itheir workJoad.

Faster turnround of patients
mieans § preater strain on nurses,
anwillary workers: and techical
stuftf. The work of both purses
god ward orderlies has becoma minre
demanding as the need For patients
o have morg sliention incregaes,
Their responzibilicies bove also
grown gy they more and more have
to moniton eipment.

COSTS

The gwelling casts of runping
the NHE - ‘exacerbated by inflation
— hus intengifizd the drive fo [ncrease
preductivity, The 1968 PIE repatt on
nurses cynicEly commented chat there
wag oo overil] shortage of aursing
stall” uod recommended improved
allocation, lraining and utilisalion
af the existing workloree,” Their
twa repords on MHS ancillary workers
- reenmmended a productivity deal -
volving joh eviduation and measured
davawork. Thede aim - 1o cut an
alrendy overworked labour force-—mas
miade clear when they recommended
maore representation of workers to
cope with “Uhe delicare prablems
which will arise whes manpower is
being reduced.’ 1 is the continuing
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'H SERVICE IN CRISIS

““There, there. Don't be nervous! It's Just his way of cheering you up!™

ed with legality or ‘restraint” wien it
comes B0 defending its own interesis.
The mast terrible cases of this are
couniries such as Groece, Spain. and
Chile. But less spectacular Iulim:; class
sabotage can be, and &, practised in
hundreds of ways,

Every dav the employers violate
ignore, of fiddle measares which they
do nol like on guestions such s safe-
iy ot work, equal pay, and prices. But
they also use their collossal economie
fEsources o allempt to prévent any
ineasured they do nod like being passed
by the Government in the first pluce.
This iz done hoth theough the activ-
ibies of organisations like *Admes of
Industry” and through capitalist con-
trol of the press.

MR CUBE

When they foel their interecls are
really threatemed | g5 they undoubred-
l¥ dio with the Bean proposals, the
empioyers will pull out even more
ataps, A good example e s the
Missive campagn carned oul against
the proposed nationalisation of sugar
durieg the late 1940' and carly
1950,

Agi article on this campaign in the
mugazine Public Opinion (Jearterly,
published in the summer of 1951,
came up with the following facis:

drive to boost the work-losd which =

midjot soufce of milifancy amongst

Bealth workers,

Hospilaly are the mast expensind secLor
s NS strectore and acoawid For &0

per ceni of ita toral expomditure. For o)
moEl ten yoars there was hardie any invvesi-
sl in that sector The limiled programme
Tor expanalon therloes mverlittie room

T

i réally drastic cuts. Community care is

Bring put forward as the solution (o reduce
conty. Many woll-moesning I#herals mnd
sucial demacrats are condusid by this
podicy, They s quite clearty the damage

(=1
VA

uzed by walling np peopls in (he
i, smolaled insbitutions sach &5 psych-

inkric, peratric and meatally handicapped
hospitals. Such medhads often requll i
chronic fnsa of personality and indepsn
denc, However, the pressnt move 10-
wards communily care is done to shilt

th

e financial burden away from che state

ol to the individasl and their Family.

COMMUMNITY CARE

Effective commuanity care — § prog-

ressive policy which deserves the suppoct
af sackdizts — requires nn enarmous de-
plovemend of Financial resources, Mooy is
needed for hausing, provision of special
employment, home halps, home nursing,
Bostol acoommadation, ceciealion centies
wrid [ree holdays. Even the conservative
eatimates of the [DHES adnud thai thers

s
T

only ZEM ol these were avuilabBc

a meed Doc 28,008 sheliersd workpdacas
ir the mentally bandszapped. In 1973
141

per cent af the required number ! Often
mich workves an: pail pundy nominal
wapes, ar givan ‘spercing money ' of £1

wik.

PR

‘Mr Cobe, 3 cartoon-style figure
sugnr lump proclarmng ani-nation-
alisation slogans, appeared each day
on more than twoe million sugar
packers, on |03 000 ration-baok

holders disiributed free to housswives

by Tate and Lyle, and on all Tate
and Lyle delivery trucks. Fropagiands
was inserted into materisl on the

sugar relining indhustry seni dul 1o

& S0 schools. Six mobile vans tour-
ed The entire Linited Kingdom, and
more than three thousand spesches
andl lectures were delivered to Daciory
and working men's clubg, youth and
univergity organisations, women's

Fatlitols am: sjected indo the cam-
mamity ta live an thely ow fesoifoss
af made seliant on their amilies. Rirs
puverly, oot care, is their il Goveio-
ment: — bodl Tory amd Labour - have
bi¢n shie to “hade” thess probdens in
the comuninaty, sway Fom o.e moTs
exposed mstitutions, Diverced from the
eupneniams of the bigesecrals, preseni
contimusaty care is nodhing mare than a
cheap apzian

Tlie present re-omganismison af rhe
MHS is anether way in witdcl (he slats ix
sackinge to make economisss in healih
axperelitwre. (o 1948 Bevan bistiteted &
sri-mErtide stucluce with sepurats admin
islrulion of haspitaly, genesal pracrilan-
ers, and lacal authopaty seevices, The
defigiopeies from the paint of healoh
workers ond patienis were naany

NEW SYSTEM

Ihe nevw svstem will not remedy thess
Taulis bul will rctunlly warsen the aifpatian,
The Gireer Papere aed Oorsadielve Dos-
ity which appeated between 19638 and
1D v aimmed 1o cug awiay or the kdea
ol comprehensive healeh authoeities and
o exclude amy Forn of worker ar patient
meprescnlation.

All members of the new Kegionsl Healib
Authoritiss will be appointed and they in
turn will appoint mast membees of the Ama
Health Autlioritics There is not even direct
cleclien af doetors” [epressiLiitives, let
nlane murses and anctilury workers. |n the
BMHS Aot of 1946 cartain groaps had 19
bz congulted before Resional Hospital
Hoaids aml dhe 104C s were appeinizd,

Any ‘eilizen had the right 1o nomingde
any aatizen, including him ar herself.”

chubs, schonls and groups of soldiers
in His Majestv's Forges, Stories or
news items coneerned with sigar,
and spoisored by Aim# of Industey,
filled 15000 column inches in 400
OEWspapers,

Besides all this more Lhan 00
newspapers printed comments
againgt the nationali@tion propoesals
by W. Bustamenle - the notoriaus
‘teader” of the Jamaican Industrinl
Trades Union, o scab "union' con-
troslledd by the planters. Richard
Dimbledy was hired 0o recard intes-
views with ‘contented Tate snd Lyle
employees’. Bribery wis tried az well.
In September 1950 o profit-sharing
agreement was slgned with the GMWU
which supposed!y ‘served to suppon
the conténtion that labour relations at
Tate and Lyle could hardly be im-
proved by nationalsation which, of
course, would desiroy the profit-
sharing schame’,

DISRUPTION

Supposing Benn was able (o sur-
wive all these attacks and 'was able
b get to the stage where he passed
a Bill through Padiment and was
legally ordering emiplovers to CALIY
Ul cetain policies whicl they
thoughi were against thsir inberesls,
whit woold happen then?

o i

greater disruptive and mholaging
efforta. For example, amployers

in Chile, under the Alleade Govern-
ment, were advised Lochide tedr
ngcounts, deliver poor quality goods
to the natwnalised sector, artificially
increase [heir prices and so on,

OF gourse, some peaple may
balleve the Briviet milng clas would
never resort B osuch illeseal taatics.
Mothing could be more foolish than
guch & belief. The Bravish ralmg class
bt alread v shown @ is capable of
exactly the snme tactics In 1950-51
it szbotaged the mationalsation of
the steel industry, Lebour pagsed
an ALt of Parlirient to carry this
nut, but the employers simply refos-
od 1o caery out the Act. Mo informa-
Fion was given Lo the lron and Stesl
Board. Techndcal derails were kept
=crel. The company books myster-
ipusly ‘disappesced’. Technical ex-
peris refused tn serve with the
Covernment. The Minister of Sopply
was lorced fo admit in the Houze
of Commons on 19 Seplember
PRS0 that ‘fhess people [the smploy-
ers] decided to threatew, and indeed
aligl curry out; a political strike , .,
There is concerted action by a oum-
ber of people for the specific purpose
of sabataging an Aot of Parliament,’
0 much for the inw-abiding nature
of the Brash raling class! ;

Il is obvious that if the Benn pro-
posals were used Lo po apamst the
inleresis ol the capitalis: class they
would meet with continoal resistance
u:‘ld’kahulugu. e ol the heast signs
of the lack of realis of Benn's
proposals i that he does wor pot
{orwird one supgestion for how
the resistance could be smashed.

WORKERS CONTROL

The key Lixsmashing the scon-
omic sabotage of the emplovers is
in tact radical measures of workers
congrol, In Chile, before they were
stopped by the coup, the workers
were already showing this by takimg
wwer faciories, opaning Lhe hooks
and organising production. All the
resislunce of the amployers o Lhe
mationalisation of rhe seel industry
in thigeountry could have baen
smashed af onee if, instead of
dragping Lhings oul through the
courts: the Labour Government
el semply decresd thol the work-
ers were in control of the indugire,
that they should take over the
books, take control oves the oua-
apement, omd 50 on,

& g

ST '
trade union leaders stood by and watched the ancillary workers go down

to defeat last year—but now the issues of an MHS fit for the nesds of the work-

ing class has been raised evan more sharply by the action of the nurses.

M evin this limited ‘enterfersnce’ s
seznuvinl, The enkire emphasis is (o be put
an a ‘seund manggement siruciure’
Aol warprisingly since the srrscron was
plunmed by MeKinsey and Company who
wre indusdrial copsultants. The reaults
will be a ieghier contral pver expeaditiers
sl standards, aimed fo g@vs money ot
thee xpense ofF the patients and the hesits
workers,

Tl Government Biute Paper on
MEHS reargansation which was published
in Avpust 1972, indicares quite Gearly
e itendien of contineing fo levy chanea

on patemia, The Faper skztos quite cadegar-
teglty thal tha sysdem of chargea will remair.
Schimes are naw heing par forweaad For
intraducing charges for everyihing mnging
fraem dactop consuliations 1o hagpital meals,

PRIVATE SCHEMES

At oo millisn off the upper income
pioups now swhscribe tooprivate healih
imsurance, paying £27 million a year in
premivins. This acoaunts far reughly
Lwo per cent of patizita treated, Many
Firmns are now fidancing private healh
schenes & pard of fringe beoeflie for (op

axecutives, which absd secunes tox relief,

The Cemmistar is already
ergonizing pockage tours
fo Siberia.’

i
Similarly in dealime with prices,
the action of the workers ar Allied
Suppliers in Glasgow, who took
industrial acticn againar thelr firm's
profitesring in grocery supplies, is 3
thouwsand times more intimidating
toemplovers than the Government's
Prices Board — which in its larast
report reveale that 25% of companics

ire :I'].ag;ranl'l‘_'.' hreaking ils regulalions.

What s needed is 0 plan for nation-
alisaliom of the economy Lo be corred

out by workers control, not a plan for

bopelessly trying to regulate capital-
5.
It iz clear that militanrs can pge
the controversy staried by Rean’s
proposals ‘in arder to pur over real
gacialist solutions to the crisis, We
will e doime this in Sed Weekly

in the coming weeks, But as for
Benn’s proposols themsezives, they
are damningly indicted on Lo
eounts, First, they canmot gt to
grips with the economic orisks
becsuse they do mol contain o prog-
rumme of Tundamental nacioppliza-
tions. Second, becanse they do i
have the Lesth of warkers contral of
the seonomy they are unimplement-

able apd unrenlistic, The socinlist way

forward for deating with the econ-
Gmis erisis is not contained in the
propasals of Minister of Industry
Benn.

Thae importznce ol thes2 seihemos Lies
nor m thedr size but in the discorting effect
which thew liave oz the heslih service.
Private practice hos updosbtedly had a
cortuptlig effect an the consullanis. Con-
sullants hawe anincentive to engihen
watting Hetz ao thar Hhois who Can affond
1o pay to pamp the quews will do se, They
ENROEE eXera DI e o0l nilrsss, othet
slal] and WIS resources. The consulants
then grab rhe peymeainia,

The Winite Papor s adamant op defznd-
Ing private practee bnthe NHS, siviog that
the private seclor can it nx 2 stmudus to
enterprise, devekapment and liiph slasdard
ol sepvice’, The teasoning bohind this w chie
idea - an idea peczpted by Bevan wissn
he introdaced the WIES - that sehior can-
sulenmts have da he bhibed 1o work [ the
heatrh sapvice

The grovwing mdlitancy of health workers 8

and the workdig clasg's cxpectatiang that
It 15 epritled o a0 snproving. nol & detie-
ioraticyg NHS, stand ax the real obstncles to
extemsian: at mare charges and private
pracTis:, What 1§ necessey now ds 1o burn
these struggles into an attack on the privnie
secter and demopnd itd complete abolition.

The nurses’ fizhi for berien pay asd con-
ditions alss duals @ seeere bk o the plany
af the government ta cheapen ceats af the
expange of patienrs and health workers. TE
in far this reason that the entice made unian
mavement must take soldarity setions wirh
the nutsee and other hospdial workers fight-
me to improve sandards,

A Conlergnes iy being held an 27 July
ol the University of Londen Union oo dis-
cugs the criced in the MHS and the way
forwand. The Conferemce has been argans
ped by theCeinmal Londos branch of
ASTME 2nd has been sponsored hy seven
other trade unlon Branches Details from
Calin Smidk, 18 Fife Termace. Landon N1,

Ty &y the second ard ponofudimg ardiele
by T WL LTAME or the crisiy i the
Nationre! Heqltl Service.
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THE INTERNATIONAL
CIALISTS AND THE
WAGES STRUGGLE

MANY TIMES in the past Red Weekly
has criticised the International Social-
s for economizm, For feiling to lake

up issuwes other than the weges siruggle.

But whal is now clear 1s Lhal wilh
the economic and political silualion
in Britain gettimg more and more
serious the politics of [5 ame becoming
dramaticully inadequate avin on 1he
wages front, This 1= vividly shown in
two recent major articles in Soeielisg
Worker,

INFLATION

In an article in the 1 June jssee Tony
CUIT draws & iaoat exreondinaey corclus
pan [ram what bu calls b present sils-
ation of - hyper-infletion’. He siys: ‘Hyper-
mflation can bexome: a heogmotin driwing
workers townrds unity and scruggle.

But half & mament's thanaght, amd the
diFect pracrical experience of evary worken
miiant, shows thal this dalement & oty
anc-siled and thereloe in practice fale
Imflaticon can =2 & ipur to putting in wage
moroases, buet il gl lends (o Iragmeal (he
warking class berween law pasd and ki
patidd, betwoen the workor wid his wilie, and
even between the worker sremg himscIl as
worker and the worker secing himszlE as
CONMLTIFT.

What T = cormect in padn Ling 10 is
that the working class. for whom wmity is
5 wital conditson in any strapple:, afieimprs
1o find ways of avercoming the danger of
disrnaty. Bul this plocess |8 nal spontan-
s, and the whale of the working class,
ar even the majority ol it will moelarriv
ai an doguate solution without any
canscisgs inberventions. The danger
therefore exists of =eclions o [he working
chass, even large opes, (abling inlo ety
o evem bacoming prey o reactmary
proposals oi Iscames palicy and sa on.

CHEY daes mefier Lo this danges wt a Tow
polnts in his article, Bul the parely frop-
apandiitic solution which CHIT pives ix
that of puiting lorwasd wiguments which

WHY IT IS NECESSARY TO

CAMPAIGN FOR A
SLIDING SCALE OF WAGES

shaw Uhat 4 15 capitalsm amd nal the
w0k g vl whieh esoresponsahio Forin-
Nation, amd which denongtrate that na
section of the working class will pain

by Bodding back wase demands from

any athor seotbons.

Al 1his s nevessary, Bur if proviles
wrmply o expdene o
g lew thousands who reod socialist news-
papers ol discuss sich questons, What
ehe irhessed want 1o know and thoerelord
what theo vanzuord bas 10 sapjHy, 5 anl
explaastions shoay ndlation bul preciced
meeasurer Lo wlap b o vopl

mind thal enly far

Wl A8 BEITCCES

RAME AND FILE

Thic second arsvwer O pLves s parely
wrpgrrisg fieenl. M sas S cendead rale mast
e played by rank pnd file oramnisitions
which prmeralisn: the struggle.” Bal How
wre amk urd Tile oganizilicns to play this
folet By simply existing Mo, anly by ghe
policies they fieght Far. Smply sayicg ‘build
rank and Tile mavemcnts, withoul saying
what policies they shdald Tight Mar, is an
amswer to anyihing

What ::Il_lliq_ v ooy comirpls CTiT sy can
deford wie rkurallla..nrnca. unate the warking
cliss in sbruggle, and ceercome tho dargers,

w1 well as soizing inc opportaniiesT He says  than nower”

The wad wapes 4r¢ wan under l,':lr\liﬂlllln'l
15 simephe: watkars tn the S0hoigiest sectians
win increases - then it ds up to the

reat of fhe warking class fo kesp up by
comparing thair awn wages with thase
receiverd by the scrongest amd hest paid

Hut this podicy well mof al ali wduicevs the

bk CHEY wanits 11 B, &1 the monmend ths
rufe af inflation is T5-20%. Wil 145 de-
ductions, o pay msc ol 30 15 rreolsary 1o
Leep e with such u take of inflation. e
of the sTronHgers sectiand of 1he warkmg
Class. 1ot ulonu the woakest, arc polig 1o
rel anyihing like such incnmse:. In ofbe
wodds CHIT proposes g slsategy which wil
pradic the incamcs
ol workers whibe loaving tho cest ol
teade unlosg, let alane the teelve millian
wirrkers who ars ol in ardons or e bs
cmpioyed and the pensiorars. wilh no
poalicy ol gl A contred cClT sepinusly
prapases this os 2 siralepy Lo anile O
working class in siruggle’

RETHINK

Someant on Socarlive Barker soems 1o
haver b doany a pethink hawewer. In tae
29 Jupe bsue,instoad of the task being Dor
wotkers 10 the arrenpesd $octiona to win
and then far evervone else 1o Tollow e,
we are presented with Four classwide
demurs. These are far: 1. throshokl
ugraements 20 305G wage inoreaso 1.
cgial puy For womea 4. 4 35 hour weel

Although oy demunds, such as 2 nalion-

al M WagE, are ||'i$d-|||:l! from this
programane sne mgghl think e e
particubarly as e o the
demands, sqpuel pay avd 305 increases,
ulzn appoared as part ol the fowr point
progieumae which the 1M it Frrwprd
niearly two manths apo,

Lipfortunatcly appearances ane decep-
i, The moaxl deckive of all gusstion an

Ford cantesn workers stood firm for a threshaold rise = and won

PORTUGAL: STORM CLOUDS GATHER

Sionm clods &re beginning to gather ove
Porrugni,

Mowes are enderwoy o ral] back many
of the gains woii By the mass movemuenl
following the averthoow of (b old pegime
A kel t-wing editor hns heen orrested and
imprisaned under military law For his un
CoOniprtising sppositan 1o Potiuzal's
colonid actisibies in Afmca; State contral
owver tadio and teloviston Bas Bogi re-
inteaduced, A new press aw has been
eractad, which loys down lgavy peiaibies
fae Tadling 1o tee the Government line
{hunning, amang vilkr things, 'ineitzment
to atrike"t, Just lnst week marliak law,
combdisad with the threas of ooart-
martial, was used lo Uorce sleiking mer-
chant sepmen back to wark.

Al o these moves have besn taken
with the open and direct sappart of the
Portugacse Communist Party.

In rhis cauntry the Communist
Party hawve started drying fo whilwash
the ociivities of their Partugoese associnies

Last Tussday (25 Juncy the Mamibg

Fed Wesily &-duily 1T

Krar carepal an artjele which said: * .. .
the Farces of roaclion cune back instigating
amil sxplaiting strakes . . Dol goes agsin
the miatarkty of the peaple hus mad:e
reaction’s task Tar [rem visy — pasial
workers who went on strike have
relurned afleg the demacratic Tomoes
painted vul the danpees , .. °

1 15 inberesting that the CF dovs
e Dol papepaipad B try and tar dho
pstul workers with i nic Loy
Brush. But what they don't mentan 1
that the means ol “persaosion Jurocisd
apuinsd these workers inchaded @ nwsh of
geveral hundred wha stemed the Lidhon
cenial post affice shouting el buck:
to wark - vou'te (hreatemin denmocracy !,
and ihe preparation of & massve army-
Govermment plan 10 Brepk the grike with
ITOIE

[ i= o wonder 1that the union leaders
of thie motorne” paslad wockars dernaioed
the “splitiine manceusres o the Cammuan-
et Party and ity allics” when they oalled
off the strikca,

Thas 15 thy sl of probleen that fhe

= .Fhﬂ-ﬂ.

ruewlutisnury B0 in Portugal Tacos awery
dav, Thedr namibars nee Tow, and theer
task Enenense. Bt (heis pabivical fighi
i the pnly hope ol preserving the pains
ul 1F mase masement, and carcying the
siripele forsand Ty @ workors” and
et s Pagrugul

The Portapuess revelubiosagy Jetl
wrgenily nevd oo pssisianoe. Sa lar
oue Find dooadd Ui LET Porieg s
sy Lhisirg: orzganisztion of the Faarth
Irtermebicnalh in s plios Top § woeekly
paper has rrised mere tan L350,

L ontribatars inslede:
Hull-£5 40 Huj =420
Lenais-L 5.00 Noltinphain-£E 20D
1. Sutcliffe-51 0 L. Hrslpes £ 2 4K
CoArthor-L2 54
1 Hollpraray-L 5 {10
Hath-L5 00

W Adums-£5 04}
“Sympathiser-L 10000
Comee o the aid of the Portugnese
revolulionarees! Send your donation
Hizld 10

Fed Yeen kly 1LL‘:I|-. a7 Cedpdonian Haad,
Landomn, M1,

Freal & do Calrle-E 5,000

wipes al Prescnl, ho 1o protest them
fraum inflation, 15 aob Eealt with wdegquale-
v, ard no clear RnsaeT is given oy b Lhes
bust way L fphit far these o lasewnle
demands

The key demand which the 15 amat
T their Litcst programme is that-for
B sliding scale-of wapos, Ths reasan
For thas a5 doabeless thal g cougpls ol
wears apa 15 rejacesd rhe chagan of the
slidame scale, The arpenksnl given then
was that il produced ‘passiviby . Tlids
always wat a supel ateument {in Toly
far example various Torm s of auionaric
cast af eing incrsases exisd but o0
aripll gectss tlye Halign l.l.'l:lrkln;; class
ol “passiviey Tk Bul now, fnoa sitaajkn
af roaring inflatsn, the pasarion of
1% i3 sl mesely Talse théaretically, but
15 drasticatly woang in proviss,

The 15 posilion is based on o bolped
that wau man prajoct the practive of the
1960005 meo the mbd 1970 When inflation
was onby gt fove or siv per cemid then masl
al’ the working class coiald palb, by
sectarnl srruggles, waey increases which
epl up with the rere of inflsrion. & Cew
urchaps of workers may suceced by Lhes
in 1974, Hut rhs dreved now, and one
that will fnceease ie e farors, 43 far
the wearking class mer fa be able e keep
afiesd of inflation by the ofd pattern af
wage sinEgles.

SLIDING SCALE
OF corse, revalationaries moust B n

b Jorefeant of struggles for all wagee
demands put Torwand by the working class
— pwen where thess demandi age inadegqu-
ale — bt revolutionaries also have b begin
1o intredisse inen the movement demnands
wihich coime 10 grips with the needs of Lha
niw situation, The demand which @ aboee
b important is that of thi didiog seale of

aqacs, This always was g comect progaganda

dumiund, bul naw il Becomss an urgent and
hurming fuestion.

MNoi o raase i will leove revoluionerics
sliding abong in e til of svents and nod
plaving a palitically feadier role io tkns.

Tm fuct the undersland ing that the ald
WAy 1&g no kenper adequote & begimning (o

duven om 15 = which #3 why the demancd

for thresh oids isincloded m sl poog-
ranine. Bot dhreshadds ore nor adegaoate
im their presenl ferm - Lhey sl b miigle
fil-nanm, bazed an g warkers cost ol Hving

Ifde s anid sor an, 4In Tact they must iced-
iszly b Lurned pndo a sligding ssale, |

The :lemamnid e 1% raisesss The
tarieehiodils fesw ot et rlye bassos slap
o gerhing what you’rs grticleed Lo Bul
whar abead alrer tavember? Thea no-wne
i cntithd toarerfiaeg dnder Thiesholds
lsn'1 it mecessnry 10 aropese @ campaicn
‘or Fieeshplds o b catepded and -
srwed — im fact improved inkbo o sliling
syale of wapes!

GEMERAL STRIKE

Bul gy wadl as geriang dinroe g Dig tangle
on the shcling scale ol wages the 15 also
falks Berweer twn sfaals on che o aestion
ol whiat actien to propdss o pam key
desmiands, CHHTs oriemal posclion i sl
least reladnvedy colerent on this.

Workers do not achieve iy in
simapele simply on meerdl grolnds. Seme-
times g particular seotion] strugels is so
imporeant for the working olass that
wiorkers will support it guite eZandbess af
ary immediote @min af their owns Bul, in
pevssral, Tigheing unicy is creared b
ceanrienn g anld curmon S

Bt OIS pasitian is one af seetorzl
siripplis withoul commen gaals or alms,
W covarse, on that basix all thatl can ke
callad Tor s shimple salidarity. It is just
not pessible 1o seriously carey Lheovel
thie tazk of unifving the working class
in seruggle on thal basis

But anse yau propose olosswide
demends, weedi a1 Sovkalier Rorker |5
riow i scassme, then the logic of the
sibnation ds weed differani, For what
t the lagical culminoran ol anifaed
slrupples For clasawide demansda? 1 s
abwimusly the mest class-wide al actions
~rlie general sirke,

It 15 guite clear that in its policies on
b wagres Fipht the LS 8 vacillatiiyg bet-
ween feen different positions - The first
pusilion, relatively coherent but profound -
Iv wromg, = that of ClifTs article. The
wecord pasition — e ane 1he PG bes
femeght Vor  is that, in addition Lo thesir
wiark in Uhe ssctaral simggles, révalutson-
wries muse bepin 1o Cammpaizn Tor clase-
wriile demanids - ol whisch the mast
gmpariant at present is the sliding seale
o wages. Bl this Jatlee position also has
# ingie ot the level aof what farm af soroe-
gl i propesad. 1 lesds fo fhe demand
Tewr the unificztion of stropples, tie ex-
{engion af whach is clearly the demarsd
for & peneral etrike ro gain these closs
wile demands. A secfion of 13 cleardy
sees the inodequacy of the (st appreachs
Eut it does not vet seedhe logic of the

el

Wi tnee 15 comrades are discasaing

many thinps i@ Usic organisation at pressol.

LIne fhing they shoubd certainly disoass is
the lack of caherence of line which their
lealbership is putling torwand even oo De:
wages atruggle, The line they should sdagpe
i that in addition 10 fighting Lo the
sectorsl struggle revolutionaries shauld
puzh Toraard the line of lmmediate Glpss-
wide desnands of the wovking <lasd. The
lirst pructical application of this muwst

ke campadgn For united induacrial action
I delind wml extend the thresholds
inton sliding scabe of wages

ALk IOMES
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LOMDOM RED FORLIMS: Maw mirss
starts 9 July, coarinues aunry Tuesday

&t B pmoin "Gerersl Ficton', Calselnmnian
Road |5 ming €ings X Tubn)

BEMGCA LI FRIEMOS «n Eurcpe and
aslsewhere, bar Bergali Books aed Carad
IFouinh nreernational paperl, contsct!
Bergali, Mullvaden, Box 3274, 10365
S khailom, Seden.

LIWERPOOL RED BODES: Rsucluiion
ary lHarature - Marx, Lemin, Trotsky,
Eavtern Evrepe, Third Warld, iraland,
Wamen's Liberation. Bla Rarshes Strael,
Lntarpond, Turs-Friz 12.30-3. Sat:11-4.

NOTTINGHAM RED CIRCLES: Widn.
rargirg series of discussions based on

rhar pedicies of the Faudrth Iaternational.
Euwnry 2red sl Aok Tuesday on the

mdb gt B g in tha Lioey Harel, Clumiber
Street.

MG GAY GROUP: Cantaer J. Mitls, 163
Woadhoums Lars, Leade, For Turrher
infarmanan,

FIGHT AGAINST RACIALISEM: Cam
rmunist Mazdoar Dal meetire, Saturdsy
B July an & 15 pm &t Sloagh Camemanity
Centre, Farnham Raad, Souglhs,

SOUTHALL RED FQRLUMES: Every Friday
eyvenirg at 8 pmoin Festlerstang Aoms”,
Frathergrann Aaad, Solrhall | near Domin
wrn Cimemal. Fridoay § July” discosan a8
thi piodilice af swedmencin the Barmily ard at
k.

RED MOLES—Internatmrals: Fist 1wty
Red Moles Tar anly 50p plus 20p pp;
Intrrrationals 1889-71, tan cordaculiva
immues, oniy E1 plus 250 p&p. Limited
siipodiey anly. Al praceeds to Red Weakiy
Fund Dirnes. Thrdara, wicth maney, to BLE.
Adams, 18 Corparation Oaks, Matirgham

FREE IRELAND FORLM: inconjunctan
with Troaps Gt Mavernent, Paddy Pran-
darville on ‘Salt-Eermination ard the
ryth af & loyalist netion in freftand’, Fricsy
5 July, B pm, in Gereral Pictan pit,
Caledonan Fosd, King's Crass,

END POLITICAL TRIALS in Chisel —
Labour break all links with. Chikssn juntal
Ficknt Cabiinzt meeting, 10 [!uwr-irru Siraat,
Tuskcday 168 July, 12.30--2pm.

SE ESSEX RED CIRCLE: ‘Ireland — whiy
th troops shauld be wichdreean’, Wednag-
ray 10 duly a1 29 Kennel Lane, Billaricay
at 8 prm.

FIGHT AGAINST FASCIEM g onl
Puilsic marriag with sprakers from
Cantral Londan 15, Londas Camemiaalsr
Graup, Camden MG, Frday 3 July st

B pun in tha Co-op Hall, 139 Seeen Sisters
Raad {Finsbary Fark tube),

WIORKEFRE FIGHT FORLUM: Szhn
Cunningham an "Comrmunisn @nd Social
Drarrsacracy’. Suaday 7 July, 7,30 pm,
‘Geldan Lian', Kings Cross Rosdy Britamnig
Streer, Seoond in s ey of Tarume &0 e
quksiiors of Marcest polities. Details: 88
Giffard Streer, N1 ODF,

THE FIGHT GDES OM against wacism
and tassism: public rresting Tueeday B
July at 7.30 por et B Faleon Boad,
Lorelan 511 | Barerseal, Spoakers
incluse rrprcsenTativies from WWsomick
University, MG, and the chairman of
tha-lacal Trades Council, Cropaniskd by
Wandsssrth NG,




The national rail strike in India,
which began on 8 May, ended
three weeks later in o severe defeat
for the workers

Az many as 50000 militanis
were arbiirarily arrested under various
security regulations before, during,
arid even after the scrike. Over 20 000
railworkers were sacked for taking
part ki it The CGovernment used every
conceivpble Noom of intimidation
apninst the strikers — with police even
preveniing them from buying food,
and raping some of (he women work-
#rs. But despite all this, the sirike
could have boen won — with a differ-
ent lenderdiip.

Th::' body which launched — and
tnter called off — the strike was the
Mat fonal Co-ordinating Commities fol
Railway Streggle | NCCRS)H a coalitiar
of various unions represeniing
1,700,000 ilworkets and putoing
forward six matn demands

Of these demamds, the most 1m-
poriant were that: (a) wages of
muilworkers be brought into lme with
thoge of employess in other gpoeern-
ment and poklic bodies; (b Fa Bons
payment of an additional month's
wages be made, again in line with the
praciice in other public bodies such
a1 Alr India and the Life Inmirince
Corporalion.

Railworkers have been particularly
hit by the elfects-of soaring inflation
in the last few years. They also work
in particularly sppalling conditions
for mstance, they have towork o
minimum ol |16 hours a fortaight.
S0 it was not surprising to Find thal
their strupgle was supported by the
vast majority ol peaple fover 7% m
one survey cirmed out by Bomhbay
University)

Thia wide support, topether with
The raltworkens’ own militancy | and
the strateglc role of the rallwaysin the
Indian economy, logelher provided
exceplionally favourable circumsion-

Raalway workers give cothusimstic

show of selidurity — but they were
eventually deiven back to work,
thanks to their reformist leaders,

ces Tor & successiul struggle. With
deciive wadership and ‘adequate prep-
aration of the strugele there is no
douhl that the railworkers could have
forced the Government of Indiri
Gandhi to its knees,

But [nstead they were faced ok
only with a weak and vacillabing
leadership, but also with the oppor-
tunist wheeler-dealing ol the s0-
called Comenonist Pariy of India
(CPI) 2nd Communisl Party of
India {Marxise) (CPTIM) Y. In these
conditions, defeat was nol siir-
prising.

From the very heginning the
Congress Party Government had
made it élear that chere would be
no congessions Lo the railwarkers,
The [ndian capitalists face a grow
ing sconomic crisis which has
increasingly forced the Governmeni
to abandon ita wsual populist
thetorie. Bven the half-heagred at-
tempt to resolve the faod shorlage
by requiziticning grofn from the
hig Farmers pnil grain merchanls
has bocn called off, The black
mnTEeteers hrive while The working
[HASRER STarvg,

In thiz sitwnlion the Govermrnenl is

WHY INDIAN
WAS SMASHED

Miitant strikers take to the ruils,

desperate to preven! the worcing class
as a whaole from using its mdustrial
strengih to improve its living stand
ards. Fven g small concession Lo Lhe
railenckers could have sparked off a
wider upsurge, 5o the Governmenl
determined Lo do everything in s
power to smosh ihe strike.

The flest step was lo order the
arrest of the rudl leaders even while

they were still negotiating with the
roibway officials, more than a week
before the strike. From this deec-
faration of war it was <lear that
the only way for the working clags
to halt this caplitalist affensive was
e meet the chellenpe kead-on, by
mahilising and organising the whole
working class and its allies. Bul ths
P and CPY M) simply - prevaricated.
Alter talka with the railway offic-
inls had broken down, the NOCRS
leaderzhip voied o call an indefinite
generil gnke from B May. Bul
nothing was done politicelly o
prepare amel organise the ralbworkers
amd other soctions of the working
class for such a step.

MASS MEETINGS

The most effective way of orgun-
ising would have bagn Lo hold mas
meetings of railworkers so that all
workers could be involved in demac-
raticat’y discussing the way to win th
strike, Preparations should have been
made to counter the political offen-
sive of the ruling class, and overcoms
the problems thrown up o any pro-
Ionged strugele, Other sectiions of
workers should have been [nvolved
through the establishmen! ol broal
struggle commitiess. But none of
this was done. In particular, no self-
defenee measures were tTaken o coun
ter the inevitable police violence
apainet chie strikera.

Yet despite Lhis the response of
the mass of ratbworkers was almost
total, Apart from the Government-
controlled press; all the newspagpers
admitied that the sirike had brought
the railways —and wilh them a suh-
stantial part of the economy — ton

A humger sirike organised by the Latls
Amencan stndents’ federation owtside
il Chileam Enibass in Bodnn, Weat
(Germany, has succeeded i extracting
new iformation aboot some of fhe
il prisoavers in Chile.

The hunger strike was calked oo
demand thai the Embassy insue a state
mnt on Lhe sfale of ladih of Bautista
Wan Schouwwen, Alessandro Ramer,,
Luia ¥itale, and. Manael Cabieseg, all
prisooeers updcr the junta.

Mare than 2 00 Crerman citiens,
il ding sonse MPe, went o dsa ghair
solidarity with the hunper-strisers. Undar
this pregaure, the Fmibasey press-atoache
wite Feroad o receive the hange-slrikers,
and had to confirm that 21l thess four
were alive and wauld be commirced for
trial in the mear Pagare.

‘Ihis Is the Flirar tine: That an 2Tl
represencntive of the juncd hos admatted
that Baulista Van Schougwent, o member

Successful nger-strike for Chil

-

halt, Crther sections of workers
gpontancously walked off the job

in solidarity with the railworkers.

by the third day of the strike many
militants were urging their lesders

e call 8 general sirike of all workess.

The response of the NOCRS leadars
was fypical. They continued to plend
[ from jaill] FoT s negolinted seftie-
ment, Elderly parliamentarians were
sent in Mrs Gandhl to try to persunde
her to muke Some compeomse. BT
Miren Chosh of the ‘revelutionary’
CPL M ) begzed the Governument ot
to adopi “an unreleoting posture’,
assuring them that the sirikd was
‘purely ond smply economic’

Of course both the CPL and the
CPL (MY a0 doube relked at the same
time about a general strike of the
entire working class. Rut they did
nathing to prepare their trode anion
federations for such & sfreggle. Mog,
fior instance, 4id the CPI put the
whale Ketuk state adminisElcalion
at the dispoaal of the strikers, as it
cesuld have done

PROGRESSIVE 7,

Indeed Lhee P in parlicalar
hnving previously souggled up to
tiee Congress Party as the represen-
tatives of the ‘progressive national
bouwrgeoisse — was exiremely em
barrassed by the whole business.
By 15 May they were openly saving
that it would he better foocall ofi
the strike.
The del=ot ol the radworkers

ARGEMTIMA:

PERO

Juan Peran firdd rose to prominence
after the Jupne 1943 coup in Argen-
timn. Unlike the normal military junts
member, be had a very good undes-
standing of how to fry to manipulsie
e working clas.

Peron used the conflicts of the
Hacond World War, and the demand
for Argentinian agricultural goods
wiich followed it, to gain some
independence from imperinlism and
oo that basis pive concessions to the
wutkers, By combinmg Lhis with
“leftist” tnlk he hoped to prevent the
growth of independent working class

L |
prisoners

ol the palitiesl orean af the MIE who was
amrestsd on 13 Tecemnbee 1973 awd wae
touwaht to bave died in February afier
being svagely tortwrsd, g sl ahive in
the military hoapatal in Santiagn,

Romero and Cabigsés Bavs tow been
tried amd condemmed to M years in joil.

Luts Witale, el doan Kisiotian
and militant of e Faurth Internaticnal,
has been subjecbed to brotal fobore and
like Van Schowween his Hife s in preac
danger

Mo ollicial chuarpes hoyve heen made
agaiosd =ither of these twa comirades,
aexd s eihcial eml has been anieuancad
far thern, This makes it all the mare
urgonl dhal the ot oelpmed campaign
far thewr relesse is siepped up, 25 bas
reeently been reqgisssred oy comrades
inskle Chide.

wis this ensursd by the oppoerturise
politics af the CPI and CP (M),
With the CPI this is nof hard to
understund, 1t alliance with the
bourgeoisie was too closs o allow
it 1o mass its foross behind the ruils
workers, When the Jzader of the
Sacialist Party cabled on the CF 4o
withdraw from its coalitions with
the Congress Party in Uttar Pradesh
and Kerala, this was described as o
‘provacation” by CPLl=ader 5. A

B HE

The CPEM, however, always
likes to think thae it isafTevolulion-
ary pasly; y2r i, too, Uailed Lo
mcbilize its forees behind the strike.
Was it that the CPT (M) put the
waptarian interesis of ils own trede
unien Federacion before those of
i he railworkers {where the dom-
inant Torce was the *Socialist Pary)?
01 has ils parliamentary cretinism
simply rendered it incapable of
preparing even its own forces for
an exira-parlizmentary stospgle?

It must also be said that the
course al the rallworkers’ struggie
telligly cxposed the bankruplcy
of varicus Maoist currents — aotablv
the Naxalites — who peddle dogmatic
schemas abont the struggle developing
*from the coantry to the town™. The
result of this approach is Lhat the

pulblic meeting an

“The political erisis in the |ndian sub-
continent’

firnglay & Sy, F oo

Canway Hall, Bed Lion Souare

{Halsarn nabn)

wrham waorkees and their organdsacions
have been lett complefely under
meformisl influence — leading to
defears ke that of the railworkers
whicw will uleo sivesgrien the {op-
crament s fand against the raret
HMISERS.

REPRESSION

The cutgome of the strike has
allowed tre Goverment to launch
a widespread campaign of repression,
wacking and arzesting many ade
umion militants. These comrades must
be defended withoul exclosion, des-
pite ihe criticimg we have made of
their ¢lags-collaborationist leaders,
mitmy of whess actions fasiliared
this defaat.

Bur gt the same time every effor
sk beomadde, in the Tndian com-
mwnity here as well as in the sub-
continent, to build the nuclaus of
a revolutionary party which can
temd Tuture siriaggles Lo victory
and che wotking class to powsr.

Border Security troops patrol the silent tracks during the three-weck strike.

parlies,

But in e =arly 15505 rhe demand
[iar Ansenlinian goads, aid with it the
proapericy of Arg=ntinion capitakism
which Peron kad utilised, began 1o decline.
Peron turned increasingly 1o allacking the
wotkers. However Peran conld nint sndisty
the ruling cluss either amld ke milicary
removed lyim Trem office inc L9455,

ECONOMIC CRISIS

Unitil 1965 the mililzry ceinakned
farmly i coniral, b the workers
remembered the ‘goad abd days® of
Peren, Linder the imprer of 2 new
econamid crisis things bogan to o
drastically wronp Tor the militany.

I | B9 maxzsive strikes developid in
Cardaba, Bosario and orber tawmns, and
armed actions were dewcloped by gk
Leoples Revelurlooary army {ERP
and other guerrilla groups. The army
wae afrakd Tl these twn developments
wepuld Tese, ox chey did Locally in e
aiegnd Cardolka E-’Il'lh'-". N 4 mnss
uphwaval in the whole of Arpeotina, The
army’s ssdution o chis wos eventualliy 1o
allaw Peron o et lasl yesar, dn ol
hape thai he could get the warkers hack
under cantrol

Euwt the 1970 are nol the 1944k,
Atfpentinan capitallam o longer has
room L bribe the workers. Ripht from
thez start Peron was faced with o workers”
upsiree, He dealt wich This By an increas-
ing palicy of repressian — most neesntly
in armad suppression aguinst the workers'
iovgnend tieCordaba and in the assassinu-
tiom.af working cloe leadrs. This b bed
Both oo tle strengthening af the noo-
Peromise revolu Genary Jeft, aed o deep
dimalons herween beft omd right within
- Ihe Peponis] nyovement,

Main hope of
* imperialism dies

Rt Weekhy

Hix wife , who suceeeds hin, 15 a
repgesentative of (e extreme vight of
Poronisiny amed will readily Gl iz witls
military demands fae & barder crack
down apring the workers™ mowenesnt

Uhloctunatoly the 1eft 4o Axgentina,

while very kig, hos for the maost parl
s idea of o' to deal with the siua-
tion, Tle Cognmaniat Parey in particulor,
follawing in the suicidal Teodsteps ol ils
sisbor party i Chile, has siooply appeated
io the army o Temain loval to he causs
of democtacy and national indepzndencs’

which is ruther like asking & Sgér (o
apeq cating meat and live an grass instead.

REVOLUTIONARIES

- Amarng the revalutionaries the strongest
fercs |3 the ERP. In 19649-72, despite
tacticol &orors, the ERP laonched armed
sxtlong ina perid when the Lenindsc
criteria fior launching suctcllls war — whize
the situation is passing through the upswing)
ol o pre-revedutinnarny altuation, bul where
the clashes with the roling class are sprsad
il wir a long pereod of rime — wene [ul-
Filled,

But events showed that the ERE had
nar isunched (hese actions because of a
cliar understanding of revedutlomry
strarepy, bt ginply Uor conbesed and
rdlitirist reasons. It was nod abils to
ndent to the new “Eemocratic” eonditions
when Peron ceme to power,

The regpomaibdlliy ol the anall Trat
skvist Torces in Argenting is thersfors
very grest b a silualion whare the working
clmie 1 gtill dbe most strongly organised
in Latin America bt whese nyilivary
repressiom (2 increasine and o delt to covil
war capalds ol developing.

JARES DOUGLAS
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Having been Int down by their union leaders in the wages struggle, merses and
haatth waorkers are now taking the future of the health sarvice inte cheir
pewn hands —implementing Labour Party policy from below by banning privais
patients. Mo wonder the press 5w upset—the idea might catch on elsewhers!

CP vetoes
Hsolidarity strike

The Communist Party-coniyolled
districi commitice of the Amalgam-
ated Union of Engineering Workers
im Shefficld has taken the unpree-
edented step of over-ruling o decision
of the shop stewards” guarterly meet-

to their alliance with Scanlon in the
months fes coime,’

SUCH SUPPORT

Koth Cirket, another [MOG mem
trer and the scoonder of John's meacl-
ulion, sdded “Whenever the question
of the district taking indepsndent
getion las come up al shop slewands
meetings in Lhe past, mémbers of
the district committee have piways
told us that 11 was unconstilution:l
b gy o btk weilhonuat o ballob or
excculiwe ganction. Bul Lhere was
such supporl or the restshdion at 1he
last meeling they wers forocd to
manceuves behind the cloged doors
of the disteict committes,

“If we are poing to stop them
petbing away wilh this then Tactories
dhoakl pol isto getion the resslution
amd campaigs in o her lnctorices for
lesr suppori

Az reporied in last week's R
Weekly 8 moeting of fifty shop stew-
ards supporied 4 resclution moved
by IMG member John Wilkinwon to
ke gtrike action along with the
Yorkshire miners in support of the
marses

Ohve week later the district com-
matise ovariurmed this decision, &
statement in the district commitice
minuies siates that ‘msufficient time’
prevenied the AUEW froor organising
aday of protest, They have orpansed

o rally as a substituie,
“This is the way (o prevent the O

SHAM L This s cwen
Tz s o Lotad shem. Wh decides PEHTSHCYR G Ing ﬂcfn'r““!l“s '.'|_'rn|'.|],' o
“ maintain ther redalionship with

whether it is feasible to p=t o stoppape? Bk ®
A meeting of shop stewards from fag- S50
tories throughout the districr is just
the body which besl understonsbs the
feelings of the members

What a boost il would have been

HOT AIR
Myrses who have been campaining

"for jodnt sction with the misess and

ciiigmaers are hitterly disppoiniad”,
to the militants in the factories if the A student nurse from Middlewsod
district comsmittee had prven il Tull Hospital remarked "'nl.rru-_-n we had our
sappor] For the resolution, When the.  demonstraton in Sheflicld a monath
members feel that they have the full  apo Giotge Cuborn, district secrelnmy
backing of the wnion they are most ol ihe AUEW spoke at our rally, He
prepared fo take action. But the Com-  told us that we could depend on ke
muniEt Party does nob think or act in fofi supporl of the angineering listrict
this way_ [1s main concern is fo keep commitiee, Mow we know 1hat this i
18 cosy relationslip with The s sy ey hot air
wmion “lefts’ such as Hugh Scanlon. A stall purse from the SNorthern
They arc scared what the Sheffield Creneral snid:"Thie aciginal resnlulion
resolubion would do to that trom the shop stewards was 4 bizg boost

As John Wilkinson explained te the conlidence of our members,

to Rend Weekly:"Whal is crucial which was (lagping al our Inst mass
to the CF is not this particulsr méeting.
resolution. They see it setting a MM wee will have 1o concentnebe
procedent of the district raking o Uhe rally amsd make it known that
pethon withoul a ballol and withow thie real way Toreard for the norses
sanction from the national executive. & indusitial actiom like the ¥orkshire
This could cuuse real embarmissment miners are taking

[Hda g | ERIAYE SiRHD

ardinated, with everybody

Rank-and-file ban on private patients

OUT YOU GO ¢

Members of NUPE have forced the

new £12 millon Charing Croes

Haspital in Fulham (o shul down its

private-paticnts” wing.

Exglaiwing their petion: Esiher
Browkatoe, locil branch secwetary of
MLPE said: "We are trying to maks a
better - | sorvice for everyone
patizni tal T aned thal means

Betling (1 ol private patients in this
hospital.

SABOTAGE

Some well-paicd corsuliants hive
tried fo sabotage the workers' schon
b refasing to atlow (her well-heeled
palients 1o be moved. However, the
angry Lo members have gven the
hospital suthorities uatil Wednesday
fsEnt L mcrve ol all the patients,
Unbess this is done; then-all sereices
ta the pat lenis will and an [hursiday
ITIITTITEE

Although KUIE fias been making
noises about banning private paticnts
it haz aever pol around Lo taking any
action, In fact Bernord Dix a NUPE
pokozman deseribed (e COTSE
decimon to inlroducs o permancnt
bun on private palisnts in MES hos-
pilals and on working with agency

MUreEcs a5 ‘pally’, hx climed thal 3

Ban on privide patients must “be co-
medical,
laboratory, clerdcal and ancillzry

gople ax well 58 purses = keeping in
fine,”

- Say nurses

Fisher, MUPE peperal socretary did
am ugils ghout face on this. Afler the
gotbon by his memhbers ot Chating
Lross helamely udmitted; “We bave
nal vel determined a firm ling ol
policy Bs & unkon on privale patients.’
Fecling the had hreath of his mem-
bers” militancy e added “but this
daes nob mean that we do not support
Bcliong being tnken 24 Charing Cross.”

EXAMPLE

The action of the NUPE mambears
at Charing Cross bas w2 an example to
ealih workers throughout Britam.

Already other heallh swervice
workers are acting, inspired by the
feadd from Charing Crass. SUPE
members - 2t the 50 Creorge’s Hospi-
fal Grivup—have arranged meetings at
5t Georpe's Hosputal, Flyds Park
Carner, 51, George™s, Tooting, the
Arkinson Morley, Wimbledon and
the Koyal Bental, Leicester Square,
The union keaders have dithared
arnl procrastingled —nothing has
happened. The rank-amd-lile have
now moved -and shown the way
forward.

Ihery have also shown that they
are fiphting (o the interesis of the
whole working cliss against capitalist
allacks an the NHS

Meapwhile COHSE— the unbon thal

NEW ATTACK ON CAR WORKERS

MAMAGEMENT a1 British Leyland's

Eowver plant in Solilull have preseated  Levland's speed-up attack at its Cow-

shop siewards with an uliimatum om

This threet fits 4n wich Brilish

ley plant and eksewhere, and with

specd up. Undess production iz increas- the redundasey difse which tst vear

ed Trom 400-450 cars n day 1o over
T all “surplus labour” will be made
resdumdani.

led to 2 0K workers lesving the
Austin Longbrides plant
5o [or haweser the Satihuall workers

WOMENS MOVEMENT
RESPONDS TO POLITICAL CRISIS

Mine hundred women sitended the
Conference held by Woinens” Libera-
tion in Edinburgh last weekend.

An cnevuraging featare of the Confer
vnee wus the Pt thie mare and imoie
women in the igsemcnl are respomling
lo the proazae political siceation,

A resabutren maved gt 1he wor b
Women Againsd Fasvizn noted that ‘the
Boumredis movth af “Tree™ speeck i aa
relevance tocthe abl-foscisl campaign’ aml

miprksd down the dvath of Kevin CGately 1o

‘puldice hrunlity®

The rarsedotion callsad on Comferencs (o
‘wnile with all ebhers wise are direcily
Faved with Lhe strugsle apsinst fascism

Support Red Weekly -
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Rates: £4 per-year, £2 for 6 months
Foreign £6 per vear, £9 airmail
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e blavks and tha frde pricn noscment)
anad [ gelively oppose lascism by whot
VT IR neesssurl whareser o e,
pspecizliv at mheatings, ralliss, el of (e
Marginal I ionl orguondsation.

The Upivberbusgy Radicgl Women Group
dfac mewcd o rosalution oo the strike g

bnpemal Typewnitzrs, The resalutian ex-
presacd Tl sslidurity with the scrikers
ul Imperiel Typewrigers and recapnised
“the cxemplacy mabe plaved hy women
in that struggle ., [ °

The resolizrion also cafled Tor o 1=l
Eran of support from the Conference aegd
a collecikm dar the ariikers. r

Until last woskeol dhe W EM s b
baszd on faur main demanids © cqual pay
ared jobk oppeatuniy; squal education,
com pEehcisive proyiséon ol child cars
favilienes and froc mInrraceprinn and
ghartien an camsamd. & Tizllier 1w
itz hawe powy been added. These ore
for (b temoval af all legal mm pediments
L womona’ eeanaiic Isdeptmlence,
affzziing taxelion, pensions znd insurance,
and am el o diserimanation agagiser los-
heans

A poecamieoeeklation was made thar
the WLM shoulil cam pagn araand ths
cemapeds 07 ths Workise Wemsns'
Charber,

CHARGES OF "CRIMINAL LIBEL'
are likely 1o he beoupght ngninst fim
Nichaol, divector of Socialist Warker

that appeared on the Kevin Galely
meinorial march,

The paster shoawsd 2 picture of a
high-raiking police ollGicer drogging
ko b3y he wrists along the pround
with thie shopan of *Murdesfed by the
poalize’ ovpr il

Che case-is going to b complicas
Lok For the police shuee the “libel®
is not apainst Lthe police panerally, cr
even e Special Fu.l_rnl.d_'j]'n:lul;:. laiit

P Wemicly 4 Jany 1973 Pagu B

agingd the individoal copper whose

Hegstered witk the Post (O Fior 5 a Aewspaped, Pabliched by Relpocrest for

Publishers and Printers, for the poseer

DEFEND 'SOCIALIST WORKER' |

changes ul promotion are suppased
to have been jeopardised by the
pcture!

At the end of the montl the
hearime concerning Sosohefie Warker
stuffwricer Faul Foor and the fa-
neaus Janee Toenes' “names’ that bhe
published will tabe place il the end
of 1he inonih, These legal manceu-
vrck are beginning Lo liok fike 3
cuneerted attack on Soakriiear Barkere,
Thix pirack threatens everr lef)
paper, amil the whiel of the feft
mist regpord imeed miely, Withoot
s press the labour movament would
b severely hamparad.

has made the moat mililanl sounds
hius caved in on the wages’ batile. At
il two-hour emetpency meeling of
the unien exscutive last Saturday, it
was decifed to-suspend indastrial
action in suppart of the pay claim.

This follows Mrs Castle's snnounces-
meni that she would conpider making
an tesim award if the Halsbure
Beport on nurses’ and midwives” Pay
was seriosly delayed,

Lnion gencral secrsrsry Albert
Spanswick claims that i the Halsbury
Commitiee gives a date for s lindings
later thun 31 August Tortheo action
will be faken.

BEST REPLY

Spanswick did some militant chest-
heating and =aid “the action we have
taken so Far waould be mild cormpa red
with the actlon we would take in those
circumstances” This ignores the faci
that the industrial action talken by
hicaith workers s bean a hig fostor
in encouraging svmparchy strikes of
ather workers Furlhermode, his
bravado showr futwre aclion likes
awny the most decisive weapor in
influeneing Lhe Conmities's findings.

The best reply o the COHSE
executives” capitulation has come
froum its members ot a psyehiatric
hospital in Maidstone. Minely five
pet cent of the OOHSE members
have vobed fo centinue with indusorinl
actar,

o KA

ame not gavieg in ond other sinageles (2
steeke evur gradme] have not been
slapped eirher,

Howinver the plont leadzrship is aiving
char reduminzics can be avoited hy ‘pet-
dundeng manugement’, But tha crisiin
Brtish Leyland makes redundunzies ang
spced up absedutely nesesmry for man-
agement, AnY Conuisians on spesd ap
oy il el halr redundamey Bad will
strengiben dhe mangEemenl's posican,
The fight back must dke op the demands
Tor

= Mo speed wp - & workers” VeTo o
thee speeed of e proddierion Gne

* Mo redomdancies - work sharng
with no bosa of pay

* Mubienalise Drilish Leyland and
thi wharks wsf the moeor indusiry wider
wiorkers, oomiral

* Immediabe occapalion of British
Leyiand planis il any redundonsics ane
imposed,

Fund drive
THIS MOMNTH'S TOTAL was
better than it's ever been befora

The final week's poce broughit us
ancthar 97 — including £24_75
from Reading IMG, another £11.05
from London IMG, E10 from
Bristal |MG, and o rr';.'m'r snealbar
donations that it's impossible to list
them all kere. Thank you all,
comrnades, 5o vary mach.

That made the fingl total for
Jume a magnificent

L]
£365.59

I gur even though this total was

| batier than if"s svar been before, wi
{ hava to admit that there's still some
| way to go if we'reto transfarm the
paped ndo the 12-pager our move-
mant s desperately needs by the
AU T

So let's try 1o up that figure still
further for July, pnd soe if we can’i
make it this time 10 & firm £400,
Sand domations to: RED WEEKLY
FUMD DRIVE, 87 Caledenjan Rd.,
Landan M1,
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