HE ULSTER LOYALISTS HAVE WON. THE

two-week general strike has forced Brian Faulk-

ner, leader of the Umonst Party, to withdraw from

the ‘power sharing” Northern Ireland Executive, leav-

ing only the SDLP holding the rags and tatters of the
Sunningdale agreement.

This 15 the end of Brtish impenalism’s present
attempt to reform the reactionary Ulster “statelet’ by
cooking up o deal between a section of the pelitical
hosses. the capitalist Southern Government, and the
pro-imperiabist pohticians in the Catholic community,
designed to leave British domanstion mtact, It s the
end of 'the Sunmingdale formule.

The lovalisis have srized the initiavive. It s oor yer clear
whether they will continwe the strike until the British gran
new elections, oui of which the reowmn of an wlta-reactionary
regime along the lines of the old Stomaont Government would

]

b certabs. Bul b any eweni the loyvalists have taken a lope
siep towards this goal

British imperabism's plins have collapsed. The Labous
Cowernment can now either bepin the proces of withdrowing

Ivermenl b leeland, Tirst ool ail

hy wilthdraw
gt roops, or under the cover of ‘dinect rule,” |Lean go on

R PR | 4 T . [ 1 the Tevitisrs alliwanz tham teo
divide Irefand

from podiflcal (e

nalFnct the sectarians institutions which
and s
[he loyalists are now mare folly mobilised and eonfident
than ever belore. This means that the cathodic ghettoes in-the
Sorth of
atiacks.
[he Government will never smuash the cathelic-struggle
which has thrown Brinsh mmperalizn inlo crisis - Bar by allow-

EFI&D Wk g cinss

Ieeland fage the very real threal of vigiows sscitarian

g the army (0 confinie thetr attacks an the arrmed frganisial
ions of the catholic workers, 11 incréases the risk of sectarian
aitucks by the loyalists all the thine.

British workers must siep up the fight tor 'troops out.
[0 physically defend the catholicoworkers, the loyalist sorkers
must bé iEolated miblilariy and palitically by the combine
political force of the Southem Irish republican and workers’
novements and theintermatinral workers' movemant.

The Southern ruling class, tied as il is to British imperia
lism will not defend ihe cathalic commuenitizs nothe North,
It refuses 1o even think abowr sending the Irish Army to the
Morth and locks up thoss who actually orpanise the ammed

PAPER OF THE INTERNATIONAL MARXIST GROUP (BRITISH SECTION OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL)

PRICESp 30MAY 1974 No54

LOVALIST VIGTURY

THREATENS

GATHOLIG

defence of the catholic communily - the 1RA,

Massive mobilistions in the South are nesded to lift the
repressive caws against the IBA. The rank-and-file of the army
should be wrged 1o prepare 1o defend the aorthern ghetioes, no
ratier what orders the Government gives them.,

The silence of Britigh workers over Ireland s taken by
Jovalists as u sign of support, and can only strengthen their
conlidence in their reaclionary coorse.

The British working class must be mob ilisad 1o isolate them
politically, 1 must support the republicaon cause, as well as
stepping up the demand for the withdrawal of troops, and it
should prepare to send material aid to the catholic ghettoes.

LCOMMUNITY

AN “Ad Hoce Comnidtdes For reblef en soti-Undonist oreas” in the Sax
Counties was sel up bst Sunday al a meeting in London atiended by
debiza e aigd oharrvers from the TMG, Internationsl Socaliss, Workers
Fighi, the Revolutionary Comemunist Group, Poople’s Demacracy, and
s mimber of other organisviEens

Sieps are hoing taken o set wp o central information agency: (o poo-
vide repuris on fhe sifuatien in e Norh snd 0 begin an immediate
political camprign on the issue of reliel. A provisonal organdsing
commities will co-otdinafe moves io ger sid and sofidarity From the
Irigh ComumuEnicy asd (ead e dmdon movensent,

The meeting also decided to approach the Trooeps Cut Movement
in d lacugs praciical co-speration on tlis isme,

A public meeting is being organised by ihe Committes fur T hursday
6 June., Further defails can be obtained from 98 Gifford Steeet.
London, M. (01807 T182).

“Threshold’ cash for all'

LAST WEEK brought a big shock for Britain's asses, as the oost-of-
living figures triggerad the threshold agreements’ negotiated under Phose 3

not once, not twice, but three times!

The % million workars who werg able 10 win this eoncession 3us had the
[0} per cent rise in the cost-of-living over the past seven months parthy offeet
by an extra £1.20 in their paypackets. With the cost-ofdiving cising ar the
presend rate, the thresheld will now be topped at least once 3 monch Jike

clockwork,

Lection [ exrended ta cover all forms
ol siate benelit -dole, secial security.
supplenentany benefits, penmaons and
wident granls.

This = the csll thar shonld go ap
from &l quarters of the rade wnioen
movement, In the shsenes af such
ibecivive selicn by Lhe “eaders’ of the
Labour mov=ment, militants shaald
wark owands the maximum degres of
diired and codrdinated aclion in Lhe

Nurses step up fight

Labour's decision fn se=i up n special
i.nq_1|.ir1_," ini o narses’ pay has not
siopped the nomes pushing ahead:
with their stroggle.

Demonstrations and indusirial
action conlinue across the COLUNITY,
and one af the narses’ uniong, Lhe
Confederation of Health Service
Employees (COHSE), has called on
165 75 Q) members Lo Thar abod-

the inguiry

Bt the inguiry sEIL kolils ils dangers.
All the uakaens, and rhe Raval Collegs of
Nursmg | RENI, heves accepted the mguiry,
Jespdie The Caet thal i1 b based on “special
case’ plending which will argae that the
rmuraed ang "diflersnt’ Troan the pezl of the
warking cless. This manceuwre by the
Labkenur Crovernement has already sececedsd
in sowing dizcord anteng the marses
organisaizme, with WUPE and the BCR

I'his has brovght home to the |5
million workers in the cowniry
whose paypackets do not have
even this limited sfeguord the
urgency of winning duch prorac-
tion

The Pay Bozard kas caled that only
thi=shakd sgrezments negotiated
bedan: Lhe nexd ser af Lpares zre pub
lished m late June w100 bz ellpiale far
full back4lated payment ol the thresh
odd invreases 5o for many tride
unzonsts e lpht = on v Doras Lhis
poncessitn qul of thair harsss wachin
e pext New weeks

The while-vollas unxon APEX is
calling for the negotiaticn af threshold
agresments o caver all 178 megbers,
and 1& reparted 1o by considesing o werivs

ol ops-day scopnages to back wp rhis
d=mand

I Covpoley workers 21 the éngta-
eering lirm af Wickman's—an sirtke far
a bick=datad threshodd agcoement
covering the entire vorkforce - ane
Elanming & toup of Tocal Taelorics Lo Ly
arl mabilize suppor:

Mawes are alrcady anderway m the
Cayentry Diciones ol the GEC cam-
Birs: (0 w'in thresholl apneernsnls For
thE compa I1'_|-':-| |G 0 gl workens.

All workers chearly need mmediuce
protection of thelr wapes azaineg infly-
taan. The TUC shoukd be making im
mied late plans Fer consiried industeizl
action - ap Looord including a peneral
snpdke —ro force all conalovers Lo prani
immedate rhresheld agreemenca. They
shiaald alse be déemanding Ul this pra-

strupple for these claims.

Jednl plans Tar dationsl action
shouwld he made betwesn ol the malar
wndens, pinl meedines shacld he halld
n the districr fevel, brndes conells
shezald be planning lozal conlemesces an
the [azh | b delend woges against infle-
Cloiy, and Fal slisp stevwand s meotines
shaald immediately ke held 4o ptan
sebpont i idividwal workplaces

Thraueh ncixm such aa this
Phrsshak] szrosmonts can be exiended
L the enrite working class, gnd 4
misjor sbep Laken Losard s cetzhlishing
Bl pratection For working peopsHle 'y
ircame ggainst inflizwn

SEE 'FOR A SLIDING SCALE
OF WAGES!" BY ERNEST

MANDEL, pp: 4-5.

nursing duties and owerome’ i sop-
port of the demand foran inferim
wward of 06, pemding Lhe report of

attacking COHSE's 'trresponskiling.

{continued on back pagal
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Fascists call

demo

for

day of NUS

meeting

THE NATIOMAL FRONT

ks called & provocstive natioml
demonstration in London on
Saturday 15 June, the day the Nai-
iomal Undon of Students will discuss
its ‘No Plutform for Racists’ palicy.,

The MUS Executive, in deciding
to put down an amendment exche-
ding the ‘disruption of meatings,
in imiplementing the policy, has
encodraged the tascises to make this
open challengs . The National Fron
mist e answered by 3 massive re-
endorsemeni of the policy that the
wirzright must be stopped by any
meEang necessary | and by a massive
counter-mobilisation of anti-fascists
from the trade snion and stedent
movements.

Miltanis in Preston set an exam-
phe last Wodnesday (21 May), when
ihey slopped an NF meeting, at
wivich ax-boy Nazi, Mariin Websler
mad billed 1o speak. Ower 200 antl-
fmscistn, from IMG, 15, LPYS, and
iwo kocal college Socialist Societies,
Enked srms oulside the pub booked
For [he mesting. The police charged
e pickel, and arrested two demon-
o, bot, in the end, had to tell
thee NF [0 cahicel their mesling

Thsme 13 an obvious need for
edocation about fasciam and racim,
and the oeed to smash them. A con-
fevence along these Hnes was ongani-
gl @i Brumel Universily, West Mid-
diesax, on 18 May, by Hillingdon
Tieades Couricil, the local Community
Belstions Council, and Brunel Unbver-
sty Students Union.

There was general agreement
amsosgst the fifly left-winpers and
trade unionists present with the
MUS “No Platforin® resaletion

A furlher meeting has heen called
for 4 June, to discus practical
imitistives by the forces which wers
umifed by this conference.

Students at Kent University have
‘moied with approval” the MUS
policy. At a General Meating on
Wednesdoy 8 May, they passed by o
five toone maporily o resolution
recOpmising:

1. Thai openiy ravist or [ascist
organisations such as the National
Froni, Monday Club pose n direci
threat to the erganizatlons of the
wiorking class and of blacks because
their pims invalve the smashing of
these nrganisafions,

2. The imeressed wse hy the mling
clnss, both throngh legislative anad
unn-ju—gislnfivh menns, of racism a9 a
taa] fo dividé the working class
miYeEment .,

3. The mature of organisations
anch as SPUC and Life who not only
hinve right-wing sssacistions bl
propagate keas aboui motherhood,
the In mily amd sexuality that threaten
the struggle of women for equality
amd Irbératun.,

The resolution went on to urpe:

That in ordeér 1o coantér {hese
organisations it i necessary to deny
them a platfonn, (o prevenl any
member of these organisations, or
individusls known (o expose similar
views {rom speaking in the colleges
h_r wiglewer mexns NECEEary.

The resolution also pledged that
no fxscisl or racest literature would he
permitied on compus and that there
wounld be assistance for Individuals
imvolved in implementing the pa-l_'ic:,'_

This is the kind of militant en-
dorsement which must he counters
posed to the NUS leadership's
attempis to find an esca pe-route,

S o g

Mational demonstration on 19 May boosted strike—further action can .furua. '1.'.&!3 T Qive official ha.dr..ing
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NEW SUPPORT FOR
IMPERIAL STRIKERS

The strikers ot Imperial Typewriters
in Leicester remain confident of
victory,

The manapgement’s sacking of a
mumber of them has not led to 2

-election

highlights

fascist menace

LAST WEEK'S by-election in the
East London constituency of New-
ham Souoth should serve to reinfacee
the cuse of those fighting to deny
racists and fascizts o public platform.

The Mational Front eandidate in
Newham South was able to increase
hiz proportion of the yore froom the
% tvé racetivesd in the peneral election
to L 2%, pushing the Torw candidate
inder Fourth place

The low level of politicsd con-
carn in s soludly Labour s=at was
reflected in a very low furnaul al
wOLars—ual over 259, Beciuase ol
this tow turpout the Mational Front's
increased proportion of the vobes did
Dot répregedl an increase in the
fspmber of votes it recelved - in face
thiz deopped Trom 2500 to 1700

But thiz only serves to shafpen
the warning. Whai is important abour
the election Tesult is precizely fhe
NE's swcees in turning oat its vol
ars at a time of ganerally low politis
al inderest, Omly abour a thicd of
those who had wailed for the three
main paries Bothered to vode in this
br-election, but more than two-
thirds of the NF"s voless weni to the
poalls

Thie shows that the NF 5 much
more than a flash in the pan, 11 s

ot just getting the casual suppaodd of
contused or disgrontled voters, [ts
suppariers are sulficiently commitied
to the “ideals” of the WF, and aware
of the importance for the orguniss
tion's image ol o good alecloml pei-
formance, 1o po-to the polls while
their Tory, Liberal and Laboda
nzighbours atay al hame,

It is only a short step from chis
kind of elecioral supporl to the
argomisation of o real mass base for
the Mational Frone. 1f they can ne-
complish Chat, we will reslly have the
nuclens of a fascist sisiking Toree on
our hands in Beitain.

However. such @ base cannol be
orgaised through =lectinns and the
fallot box plome—it reguires wida-
gpread open and public activily hy
the WF. i is for this reascn that the
‘no platform’ campaign becomes
more wrgenl than aver,

We must remember (hat the
choca 15 nodl belween fighting the
fasrists and “free speech’. 1t is bel-
ween lighling the fascists sowe
before: they hewe scguiced any innss
influende ar suppart from g sub-
stantial sector of the ruling class, o
having to fight them after chey have
become an effective siriking force
and gone onbto the offensive against
the workers® movement,

return o work —they have owrer hall
the Asian workers supporting the
strike, and confidently expect to
ol Mo e oul,

They are also being supporred by
Agian shop stewards at other Leices-
ter factories. Benny Bunsse, who is
assisting the stokers, told the
Letcesier Mercury that: “About | 000
other T&GWL members Crom fachos
rieg in Leicester nre prepared to take
induatrial action in support of thoss
il lemperinl,’

STRIKERS' DEMANDS

Tl strikers are demanding higher
Eirus pavmente, and an <nd 1o THLILLE -
mail chéling vn the karus sehemes, an
end 10 discrimination aginsd Aslans, a
mowe lowards eunl pay for wamen, anid
elaction of shop stewards.

The atrikers msist that thsirs is nac 4
racial dispage, bat 3 Agho For ads wnien
princigles. They have refscbed 2 proposes
Eace Relations Hoard engquicy ile the
factary

Howover, there is very little sappact
[or the strike amoan g whiee workeri-
wiin have benefiteed foom manapement
diserimination - amd these has baen g
shamelol attitude te rhe sieike Proon ke
majority of the labuar mesement in
Lewester, The Lescosrer Trades Counctl
lorinstanee, has refused on g wechnbcadicy
ta hear & spokesman Irom the strike
cammitioe.

ROULE OF UNION

Mzny peaple have conarentsd on the
sinke’s shmileridies to that at Mansfeld
Hosiery Mills, andantoriknaiely b role
of the Transporl and General Warkzrs™
Lmian khere fbgs bhecn Very dintdlar T sHar
ol the Mationn! Tmiar of Heslery aind
Emitmear Workert o Beoaslicld.

The T&G conference passed 4 splendid
resplutlog npainal racism: bat the record
ol ite loval alfizinls e Imperial sunks.
ez IMsrrbct Secretary Mr, Gieorge Brom-
Ry told the strikers that there was 1o
questian af making the strike affizinl
i they had nor gone thikcugh Che

propur chamnels But he himssl has re-
fused rooenll b hranch mesting sntil the
‘attmospbere iz cealer, Lo unnl tle sivike.
iz qawer

Rep Weaver, Lhe coavenor al Ingperial-
whin has refiased 10 accepr nominatians
Por Asdanis for shopr = 10 waid posia—ald
Lhe Lefoeerer Meropry on 9 Maw thatl hs
“waizld be prepared o WK ro anvbhody
excepd Mr. MLC Pasel; amd Mo Hazmiokh
Bbwan | two of the ebnke leaders|, whe
Tz said had ferminatsd thadr contraces amd
were na lpager empiord by che compamy,”
Maw that all the strikers aivs Boen spcked,
Wesver can'l talk do them sjihe

CALL FOR ENQUIRY

When rhe srikers marched on the
TG elfives on 17 May, Bramley's
idvice was simple el back o work.”
He fald them that the vnsd majorizy
weald b dldmed Lo relorn wkeen e
made represeninlions o £he compuny.
b rRar fiere s e o pengsiderabie
mermiber whish e cominaiy afll nod R
IR RRTET ) SIS,

The strixees apa-bo pevol amaingt Oss
hurenioratic dommatian. At g spesial
ntesg ol e 5221 branch of tie
T&G, culled om 10 May despive Bromiey's
refusal - convene i efficially, they
decided that ualess Bremley and Werver
stpport their demands rhey will elect &
comenstive al the nesl branch meeling to
engilie n e cheic canduct

The stare-al pflwic=in branch 30221
el b loaked noo by the FRG; and
Lhe demaecratic right ol the Asizns 1
st sJoop Blewands niinan be peatini laad,
Ceher T&Ce branches must demand that
thas sbrike 14 made olficial and that an
cnnuiry he aunched inra the behavios
ol ke Bocal clEciads

Tl srpakers well Be organising a bbby
of Transpors Fease in Lenidon, this
Freday 131 Ma¥lal DL aon. 17 the TE&G
daes mar act, ther the ssaluton i1
pasesd ol ibs Lasl comlersnce gmimst
raciplism hecomes i joke - and ajoke in
wery bad Tasre.

Ancraw lansins

Drarations aud mestager of mp
POEE L |'l.'1,r.':'rin'|! Sirike Cammiiies,
42 Hurrer Roed, Leicester

Mass
picket
planned
for Essex
trials

Red Weakly 2 May 1074 Fagr 2

There will ba [irm sctian 1o defend fhe
104 stmdents who weee arfesied on the
picked lines at Essex Umiversiny in March,
This wes decided by a Gesdral Meeting of
the Exsex Stwdents Lniom on 23 Mar.

The meeting dvipied an 1ML propazal
Tor a mass picket of trode wnioniscs and
stadents when (hose arresled appesar in
court on 24 June. [t also agreed toozncatn-
nge student uniens [|'.rul.l:_d'ml.ll Heitain la
taks salidarity action on char day,

The Communist Parny and "Broad Lelt'
sappariers atpiptd For g takon delepape
pleket autside the canrr, Bul U majorily
af the mesiing sgreed with an IMG cam-
rads who said:

“The atlempt of the Lalvenciy admiri-
stratien amd the police bt sminsh the sh-
denle’ ability to argonise fag be Ler condi-
Liars isu s pn of what b insiore not only
fior spadan s bul Car the trade amian moes-
I L A massive respanse fo aluden
pickels bhans dragsed thaaleh the coorts
mist b prnerated throughasi'the whiols

Iab=our and student movemenis.

The meeting &lso agreed Lo argamise 2
speaking lour ol ather studenc yndons, a-ul
Lo prepare a pampilel oo Lhe case. This
will deal with the whole sequence of evenrs
al Essex sinoe the recupguion o Meremher
far bwer renis and prices, ond betrer fac-
litdes. Bt was this occnpation which spurk-
i off the administration's diszplinary
sylion apainst 35 sdudans,

The Union’s delegnies ro the LS son-
lerence on 15 Junie woere mandated o fight
L& sl the KUS Executive to miciabe & nat-
comal campaign do delence of che 104, und
any otber students vic pislsed for thedr part
in rhe prants CHImIpRig.

The meeting also declded o end ihe
pickar whech had hlackuded the trades =n-
tounce ta the Linivers v loes 60 expud
shans af sludens hegan three manths g,
The mass pieker wan 1he n-insttemens af
0 ar The sapulbed stwdends, ned DAz mads
i1 hepusssible Tar the rghl wive of the D
weTaly Eobate L push thintmigh even Ladglh-

er disciplinasy procedurss.

The studerrs f21f that rle picket bnd
feen weakaned by Ow contiomed police
dllacks, and that wrrh the rearinge of
exams Phes partlcular tactic had achieved
Ak nbuch as il could at chis strpe,

Ihar the srropels i By s ibsins s,
The Linion has committed icseld to nesian
1T bl third expelled student 13 nop pe-jn-
stafed fallcwdng fis sppeal in booe wesks’
thme. 1 will also comtinae the baycorr arf
thes Timiwersine sinie,

Az one militank explpined: T in-
crease in the granl, woo by actians ke
thase at Oxlord, Essex and Koot i no
gand IF prices conlinue (o cacker., We miasi
madnbain out fighe azainsr hipghsr prbcsis on
campis,”

Enanirieyand regrests for speaters
shondd’ e SeRT fo; The Fresident, Seipre-
e ol Freer Sruderis’ Lipfon, [#iesros
Park | Coleieined. Boex fphoge: §200-
Sl 4d)

Fatnlaen Francis

FUND DRIVE
Let's shock 'em

The polics pick=g up and searcned o
Landan MG regenéer 80 Tha way O the
Eegnk thia week, A5 a result, they know
what was Collected Tor this Bmd Hanak fy
Fund Drive in Londan,

Let's glva tham & big shack next time.
L#t"s show that we an fight far our pali-
tlos, ardl get 1ha FestdareaE to beolk up that
Tight.

Huzh vous monay to: Aed Wdekily
Furd Drive, oo 9F Calrdanian Faacl,
Eorsdan 1

S0 far o2 Fees reerived: Fardy —
£E6.60, Camdan — £6.90, Hadknay - E4. 70,
Lewsham - £3, Wanedsaorth — £4,78, and
Kilbirn — £31. ! =
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WHY SUNNINGDALE COLLAPSED

THE SUNMIMGDALE AGREEMENT
has collapsed of its own contradic-
tions. |i consisted of a series of intrie-
ately linked illusions, and when one
of these was seriously challenged its
downfall was inevitable.

Wilson and his Irish Secretary
Merlyn Ress had based their strategy
on the gssumption that whal was
happening was just a rough patch
in the implemeniaiion of Sunning-
dale, and that if they balanced delic-
ately enough between the contending
forces it would pull through.

For this reason they were reluc-
tant to take decwive actson against
the Jovaliat strike, only being pushed
into half-measores by the SDLP.
This reluctance was most clearly
demonstrated {n Derry when warkers
weTe trying fo gei to work without
Ll benefit of Len Murray, and his
TV cameras. The Army refused io
dismantle loyalist barricades, and
even fiped rubber bullels at the

workers when they refused to dis
perse]

The crisis of Sunningdale
reflected the aplit in Unionism
baged on the conflict of desp-rooted
seonamic interesis. The sections of
the bourgenisie whose invest menis
are most Lied wp with British capital
support Britain's attempts to reform
ihe Stape, and move towards 5 new
deal with the South of Ircland. But
there isa vast social layer bagad on
small capital, tied up in family
businesses ond small farms. They
oppese reform, and want fo main-
tain the old status guo.

PROTESTANT WORKERS

Sepurite from these two groaps s
thie protestant working class, which
holds & virluzl monapoly on the
skilled joba, and has benefited from
the privileges dispensed by the
protestant ascendancy. Their domina-
tion hy ssctananism, and total lack
of any independent working clas:
political tradition means that these

workers can only acl within the terms
of refercnce set by one of the two
mirin bourgedis bkocs, 1t was their
almost inevitable support for the
anti-Sunningdale forces which
donmed the plan from the start.

AL the Assembly elections Lhe
Fauwlkner Unionits, on an ambiguaous
platform, won about 50% of the
identilinbie protestant votes. But as
the implications of the British White
Paper on the Tuture of the Morih
became clear, and the powersharing
Exccutive was formed , Faulkner's
support crumbled, He lost control
of the Unionist Party, and then had a
generil glection throst apon him by
the crisis in Britain. He won a
mete 0% of the profestant vole

Meanwhile, at the grass rools Lthe
bovalists were reorganming, and a
new Lougher leadership was emenging.
In Februpry 1973 the Loyallst Assocl-
alion of Workers had called a one-
day strike agninst the White Paper,

In n confrontation with the British

Phato: PETER HAARAP {Regan |

- |

The Price sisters — s wed| 35 Tour sthar Irish prissnars on hunger strike = aro now inoa eritical condition. The latsst situation was

&+ 1

ouitlined 2t & prass conference on Monday might by {1 to rd Mrs Fesney lmother ol hunges giricer Hughl, Claire Prece (sister of Dolours
mnd Marion), and Mrs Price. & pigket calling for the hunger strikers’ re-patriation to ireland is baing hald svery night ac & pm outside

Foy Jenkins’s house in Ladbroke Sguars, W.11, snd thers will be s ealiy ard manch this Sunday, starting from Speakers Corner at 3 pm.

THE TROOPS OUT MOVEMENT

- how to

The ' Troops Cur' demend fus been
token pp by reactionary elerenis—

the left will be tainred i it does the
TR,

It muddled reacticnares make
this demand {1 is bemuse of the sue-
ceas of the anti-imperialist strupgle
in Ireland. Their screnm ol pain i3
the first aign of a possible split in
hourgeois politics. We must fight
thear anbl-lresh chauvinsm, bug ey
to widen that split, and use the
heightenad interest D get across
cir regsons for getting the troops
o,

A British wil hdsawsl would elim-
Inate a powerful barrier to the ad-
virnce of Uhe Irish strupgle, and maks
it wasier 1o deatroy the Southern
tuling zlass, and the Orangs sscen-
dancy.

If reactionaries want the same
Lhing, thal i% their contrasdiction,
not ours,

Toe TOM will ivcegtably come un
dgains dhe problem af fi eriinude 1o
the arpeed srrnggle, fr mat iirmedt-
arely adopt e porivion of wolidariy
with rhe I1RA

It isgelf-evident thal it 5 ool
necessary to suppori the IBEA 0 o=
del to support the withdneal of the
troops and sell - lerermination for
Ireland, eapociady wlicn this is mot-

ivated on che basis of the mepressive
implications fosr workers in Britain of
what iz happening in [relond

IL 15 irue that such 8 compaign
inevitably raises the queation of the
[[A, hul it also enghles thai =
tion to be answered. Bringing into
focus the links between the Irish
strupgle and the struggle of the Bril-
aly working class makes it much
eagior to pet workers te wndersiand
why the |EA deserves our support.

The TOM will win moce peaple 1o
sulidarity with the [TRA in sl sonths,
than 1he ‘sobidarity first” merchants
have done Lo Cour years,
Yes, we chowld heve a fFroo s out
mobement, bt i showld derrard Fhat
rie froaps e remlaced B o work e’
mitiie, Paved an ke rade urior
RIGFERIERT. i fhe Narth of Frefond,

When the people whe supporl Uhis
argurnent define the political alms
of & ‘workers’ militia’ we will be ghte
ter tel]l whether or notb 11 s 0 Senous
propngition.

I it aimes te advance the progre:s
of the Irish peopde towards nariona
freedom and sociglism, it will hove
to flghl the inafority of trade wrian-
ey in the Mortch of Ieeland, a5 feceal
cverils anow.

e defends the privilepsd posit-
ion of the lowalist aristocracy of
lnhour, which i what the majority

GAVIN ROBINSON answers some objections raised on the left.

of trade unionists in the Morth of
Irefand want, it will have to tight the

advince of 1he rest of the lrsl people.

Tiee hext wary 00 pet Hhe APy oul 4
Io weaken i from within, by working
for trade union righrs for saldiers,

The hest way to get the Army owl,
ir by helping derervers to areape from
1ix clhitohes,

The struggle Tor civil and trade
unicn Hghis for soldiers 18 an impor-
tant means of wnderimining the army
A% an instroment ol cliss rule, Bot
there i= no reason to asanme chat
soldiers thrown into the Irish holo
caust must po through the stage of
trade wnion conscrushes befons
they break with the army,

It was the oxperience of the fac-
tory which led to the growch of
trde unions, the anmy is & gaite dif-
ferent proposition. Becanse of the
wiy in which discipline cperates, and
becanse snldiers are deliberately cut
olf from the rest of society, opposil-
inn usually takes the form of indiv-
jdusl actinn

That means that desertion isa
mare realislic proposition than
tuilding a trade union Tor most
soldiers whio reject the Arms s epres-
sive Teledn Ireland, Bur wnless sol
diems helieve Lhal they witl have a
Future which-% more tolzrabls than
contided sepdes, no Setificant

Army five men were kilked, one of
them a protestant fireman. The
prodesiant population sank back in
disarrav—they wera pol prepared
for such a confrontation with the
ATy,

BOLD ACTIONM

Ap this point Lhe pro-Sunningdale
forces had their most fayourable
apportunity to win over the protes-
tunl workers, But they did nothing,
apart from a weak appeal during
the General Bleation, by Samly
Sentt of the Northern leeland Labour
Farty, He uwrged the profestant wotk-
ers Lo give ap part of the ascendancy,
im return for the Arilish pacronage
nacamary to maintain Morthern Irih
heavy indusiry, k

But it was far too late, The Ulster
Workers Council had already arisen
from the ashes of LAW, and “hard
men® af the clandestine Tlster
Yoluntesr Force hnd stiffened the
backboneg of the open pams-mililary
organisations such as the Lilster
Defences Amocation. With the *moral”
victory of the general election the
loyalist workers were riady for bold
aetion

The cureent general sirike was
initiated by the loyvalist workers, bat
ina closs alliance with loyalist
middle-clazs and bourgeais forces,
When it becama clear that the proces-
tant middle class was behind he
strike, Faulkner had litche choice
bt to reslen.

Catholic npposition to Sunning-
dale had also grown steadily. The
SDLF, in the absence of any zub-
stontinl Republican challenge at the
polls, won 83% of the cotholic vota
al the Ass=mbly clections, represent-
ing 22% of the total poll, They won
23,2% of the total poll at the general
clection, but they received a sub-
stantial preportion of middle-clasa,
pro=Sunmingdale, vored. Their elec-
toral suppart amangst carholics
actually declinsd,

Buot the real polilics of the
cathollics are expressed in the sireais,
They yoled SHLPF only because chey
hoped for immediate reliet’ from 1he
British Army and inlermment,

BLATANT REPRESSION

Instead the repression has never
relaxed, and the elToris of 1he

numbers will *vote with their feet’
against the [rish war,

Thai means that what happens
outzide the Army is at present more
imporiant Ehan work aimed diteclily
at the ranks of the Army, If, in
addition to the hlows struck by the
IR A, soldiers come to believe thal
larpe sections of public opinion o
Britain no longer suppart the Irish
wat, the ‘cop-out’ rate will increage
dramatically.

S at this stage we should con
centiale on work outside the Army,
although anvone wha decided to
prepare now Lo assisn desercers would
be dodng a valuable job.

The main demong showid bea fil af
Fightr ro puaranies democreiic riglis
o the minarioy (e the Noreh of fre-
lznd,

We shotild be demanding rhe
repedl of the Emergerol Frovisions
Jet, which {5 the barls far ot of
phe repregrior (0 tie Sarrl of fre
Lareed,

If the Labour Gowernmenl cinnot
even-enloree the Tull imglemencation
of the Council of Irelend, who i=
going to enlorce the Bl of Rights?

History has showwn {hat Marthern
Irelansd connat b reformed. Any dim-
mution in the seclurian basi of the
Stute challengss the wary reason for
irs exiztence. The civel riphts moee

Army bo ool oul Lhe TEA iy
succeedad in uniting the catholics
hehind the Republicin Mavemenl,

The capitulation of the SDLF on
the guestion of the full implementa-
tion of the Council of lrsland was
prosbably their last fatal mistake. It
wag presenied s o concession Lo Lhe
Toyalisls, bl it was woching of the
kind. Faulkner was never in fawour
of the Tull Council. He wanted to
maintain as much of the old set-up
in the MNaorth & the British Govern-
ment would aceept.

The Debiin Governmenl knows
that it cannot golve the crizis in the
North and will strenunusly appose
a Britizh pull-cut. Despite the komb-
ings in uklin and Monaghan, the
increased Tepression against Repub-
licans ard the broad popular resent-
menl over such issues as e Price
gisters, there is no sigrilicanl
opposition to the pro-British policies
of the Coalition and the muin appos-
itiom party Fianna Fall

If there iz a pogrom ngeinst the
catholic ghalioes in the Morth,
thate could be broad mobilisations,
demanding that the Gorernment
amisl the catholics. Bul il is unlikely
that this wounld seriously undermine
the Coalition's strategy.

MEXT TO LAST CRISIS

Whalever the Labour Government®s
response to the present crisis, it will
be followed hy 8 new exploson af
catholic opposition.

If the Army breaks the sirike the
cal holics will be cacouraged by the
defeat of the lovalists, who would he
frngmenied and demoralised, and
probably rendered incapable of furth-
et remslance,

If they fry to sit out the strike
until it collapses of its own contra-
dicticns, there will still be mass
support behind & renewed Republican
ol fensive.

If they capitulale to the sirkars,
they will not only spark off flaming
reseniment amongsr Lhe catlvolics,
but they will alse vndermine the
position of the Southern Crovernment.

The present crigis s probably not
the Last in the 300 yeurs of Ireland’s
British prohiem—but it could be
the next to last.

BO3 PURDILE

ment in rhe late sixties proved be-
vond & shadow of doubt that the only
rosad £ progress was the smashing al
the Morthern Irefand State.

And singe the Brilish Government
cunncl aeeepd the destruction of
the Siale, the role of the British Army
i8 to stand in the way of progress,
Thal is why the Emefgency Provisions
Act wag passed, and the Bill of
Rights rejected.

Clearly thuse who now colnler-
poge the Bl of Righta to the demand
tor troop withdrawal hawe failed fo
draw the lessons of hiswory, Their
failure ovee five years to make any
impaet on the British [nbour moves
ntenl ubderlines the fubility of thelr
position.

But there are people wlio want
to combine the troops withdrnwal
and the Bill of Hights demanda. [§
would be sectarlan for the TOM to
taject joinl work with such peaple,
in building support for the withdzowal
of the troogs,

But the position ol These peaple
i eontradictory, [n the final aoalys-
i5, rhe demand for the British Govern-
me=nl Lo lepislate reform is neigher
practical, nor compatible witk the
complere withdrawal of Brivish fm-
serialism from Ieelind, seehich is the
bogival nutzomes of the TOM's dem-
wrcls ol trosops odl revur and sell-
determitution

Frd Wanakly
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The fight to win threshold agreements for all worker:
In this article ERNEST MANDEL examines the most ef

FOR A SLIDING §

PERMANENT INFLATION is one of the principal characteristics
of capitalism in decline, It is by means of inflation that present-
day capitalism tries to prevent inevitable, periodic crises (today
modestly called ‘recessions’) from developing into crises of
calastrophic proportions such as the one of 1929-32.

It would be pointless to try and name the ‘main’ agent
responsible for inflation. The ruthless profitesring of the

monopolies? The armaments trade? All these aspects of present
day capitalism have their place and are intimately linked with one

anoather

Dangerous illusions would be
spread if workers wore made 1o
believe that the drapon of inflation
could be vanguished If finance minis-

ters who are the ‘monopodies” lackeys'

were replaced by ‘progressive’ finance
munisters; or il the ‘politics af dis
prmmament and detente” wens followed
through; or if *profit margine wers
reduced”,

The unplessani truth is that there
= no way of halting'inflation withouwt
suppressing the capitakisi system.

The only conditions in which con-
t=empoarary capitalism, if really push-
od, could moderate inflation would
e ponditions disastrons for the
working-class: massive unemploy-
ment and the freezing of wages.

Bl experience has fuughtl, thal even
i= this case, the infernal inflation
empns wolld only slow down, and
Bl come to & sop.

INCOMES POLICY

A particularly pernicious idea that
» szpounded by boufgeois experls
and taken up by the relormist wing
ol ihe labour movement is that
worier musi be prepared (o make
emrtasn @crifices to stop inflation,
o o ity them harder than any other
e in sociely . This piece of mys-

tficalion produces concTele THERSOTES:

policies and the compulsory
Emutaiion (or one made with the
comsenl of the trade umion bureauc-
oy b oof cash wage [ncresses, suppos-
mlty matched by n “control” of prices
e boszes” {noomes,

i practice, the bourpeois state
ean only elfeciively conirol wages
aad this only if the unions and the
wmorken &t them do io, Mo haous-
peons povernment has go far succesd-
od 1o efectively reducing prices or
preelit marging. In the capitalise
soomomy, Lhe bourgeaisie has
ihowsand differcnt wavs of cooking
i books, of manipulating profits
end of raising prices, o splte of all
ihe legal measures of 4 “freeze’. The
scarecrow of ‘prices and profiis coni-
rol” Is only put up fo cheat the work-
€%, i push them on lnto exchanging
their birth-right - the freedom to
megofiate wages with the bosses,
Backed by their organized force— for

1 mess of pottage.

Inflation is wndoubiedly a sick-
neas whose elfects hit the workers.
Bui the workers must nof sacrifice
their imeediate interests on the altar
ol the “light agaimst inﬂulju:n', Faar
that would mean becoming caught
up ia a redistsibution of nstionsl
income to the detriment of wage-
carners and (o the sdvantage of
capitalist profigs.

All incomes policies that claim
o conprof ‘gi the sgme time”, wages,
prices and profita, inewitably become,
under capiralinm, o megns of polleing
warges, pure gnd rimpile. Workers and
unions miust reject, anconditionally
and withowt reservation, any appesl
to a "fight aginst inflation”, because
it is a weapon of capital in the clasa
sruggle against labour.

Inflation will be finally throtiled
when capitalism is overthrown and
workers hald economie and political
power. But until then, the task is not
to sacrifice workers' interesis in the
name of an absiract principle (“limit-
ing inflation') bt of defending workers
buving power againgd the effects of
inflasfan.

Sliding Scale

Seging that inflation is inherent in
capitalism today, capitalisis, in spite
of all theis anti-infintionist airs, strive
far e thing only: that the advan-
tages of inflation fall into their strong-
boxes, while the workers pay for its
costs. The atritude of the working
cluss ond its organisations niusg be
dismetrically aopposad o these per-
sistent efforts (olten suceesaful) an the
part of capital; they must aim at a
connplete relusal to pay for the costs
of inflation, and try Lo prolect their
rezl wages agninsi all ita direct and
indirect effects.

aince it was founded in 1938, the
Fourth [nternarional has defended
the ides that ondy the sliding seale of
wages canstilutes g real defence of
workers” buving power agsinst the
consaquences of inflation and the
riEing coal of living, Besisted by both
telormists and for 2 long time ulin-
leftists, this ides has nevertheless been
applied by the working-class through-

aui the warld, Examples of stropggles
for the sliding scale, either within
single firmis or Brunches of indostey,
o ont & falional trade level are
numerows, Experience has shown
workers that the defence and profes-
tiom of {heir huying power through
use of the sliding scale represenis
the first (and most indispensabie)
meana of self-defence when faced
wilh the more and more rapid rocket-
ing of prives.

The arpument according to which
a sliding scale would ‘defuse’ 1he
workers' afrupgles, throvgh removing
the siimulus for a fight for wage
increases is contradicied b practice
Countries lke Maly or Relgium where
o sliding scale is in operation, either
in whole or n pari, are ceflainky
not places where the number of strik-
eg arud orher siruggeles is lower than
that of countries where the workers
do nol vet enjoy o sliding scale. In
reality, 8 gliding scale does not sct as
a substituie for siruggles over wage
increases. On the contrary. it creqtes
tha pecessary comditions for such
struggles. What is today | Ia the age
of permanent inflation, calied “a
strogeie for wage increases’ i3 nine
times out of ten, an attempt to catch
up wilh the rising cost of living, Uhat
is to say, it 15 a strupggle ro re-eptablish
and ritt b0 iacrease the buying power
of waged. When this “re-sstablishunent”
hecomes an sutomatic process,
through contracts guarantseing & slad-
ing scale, then e struggie for real
inereases n buying power can begin,

EXPERIEMNCE

The experience of many collective
contracts, in many indusiries angl
several countries, shows that in the
age of permanent and accelerating
jjll"lul'i|11|, iny delay im the adjusiment
of wages to the cost of living is svn-
onymows with & fall in (he buving
power ol wage-earners, The Institute
of Social and Economie Studies
al the very comservative Lniversicy
of Louvain in Belgivm has calculated
thar Helgtan workers, even though
they enjoy p sliding scale, have =rill
logr 3%-af thels buying power in the
last two years, dee to the Fact tha
wige adjusioients kove noi kept pace
with the price index

[0 be sure, nn automatic adjust-
ment of wapes to prices each time the
latter rise above a certain ‘threshold’
lewel 1% a step i the direction of a

shiding scale that mus't be dismissed.
Bul these measures do nol vel repres
ent an effective sliding scale properly
speaking. In the fissl place hecause
any price increase lower than Lhe
!5|I-I'H'=]‘Il:llﬂ does nol lead to any wage
increases, aven thoupeh it of courss
means a logs of buying power for
wags-earners Secondly, beciuss it
mnxlitu_tcg 4 ezl imvitalion Tor Govern-
menls and Lhe bowrpeois stale apparas
us Lo manipalate the official price
index, keeping it just below the
threshold that would sef off an auto-
matic adjustment of wages,

A true sliding scale Lthus means
the sutomatic adivstment (say each
monthl of money wages tooall price
increases, without the interference of
any kind of threshald limitation, In
this way, the integrity of workers”
buymg power can be preserved, as
the Belgian gas and electricity waork-
83 have shown after cheir lasr wage
nepotiations,

&
-
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Taxation and
State benefits

B
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ALGO warkers hawe seught 18 ehmsi gap throe
us divect (lneome) taxes tended o hit

the righ. The first pari of Lthis notiog
is will corpect to-day but the s:::mnd
ig lesg 50, The growing burden of
difrect laxalion in Lhe st decades
hag above all operated through
increaged (aXes upoit wages anil
silaries. At present. in o iof of
capitalist countries, warkers not

Howexer, for this integrity to be
wholly safegpuarded, the effects of
taxation upon workers' buying power
hove also Lo betaken into account.
At one rime, the labour movement
shaood 'b'_r the notion that indirect
taxes it poorer people more, whers-

fass meeting of ¥Wick man’s sirikers in Cowantry decides to continue strugghe for hack dsted thr

Urgent tasks
tace Clay

Cross
conference

by JOHN MARSHALL

THE CONFEREMCE called by the
Clay Cross Laboor Party for Lamdon
o B June will be the first big meeting
of rank<und-file socialist and trude
unicn militants since the general
vhection.

Evervone knows that the fall of
thie Tories and the suecess of
the minérs’ sirike sere big victories
fir tha working oass, Thr._-,.' cregiad
a perfect opportunitsy to gul the boot
into {he boses and take decisive
sreps toawards soctalisng, Bl as sl
often in the past, 2 Labour Govern-
menl is wasting the fruits of (his
hard -wim wictory

DISGRACEFUL POLICIES

Apart fram the disgraceful policies
it has adopted on Clay Cross, tha
Grovermnent is alkvwing warships to
be sent o the bloody Chilean dicrac-
arship, and a Labous minisier,
Michiael Foot, has become the new
witlchdog of the Torles' Pliase 3
incomes pobicy, The ALTW, Faeed
with o vigious attack from the
MIRC, aae gdvisad By this sane
immarer to give in sl .:Jl_lt-_nd the
courd, and the aix trad e uonesis

Jailed at Shrewshury remaln o prison.

: paign of demonstrations, strikes
o ..I}U;.-.li'.lhn.-ru Are AT MoTE and direct aclion (o demnnd:
prohlems facing the working class than

can be deall with i a nne-day confer- immediate lifting of all penaioies

snce: the need to campaign for Lthe
wilhdrawnl of troops from lreland:
the fight for equsl pay; che Fght to
prodect wages from lnflation, the
strugele agiinsl racism; the stmgple
for the pationzlizsation of the Ley
sections of the economy.

But the conference arganizers
hive put some of the most important
guestions on the agenda, On each
amal every one of theee decisive action
can and must ba orginised

CLAY CROSS: the fight of the
Clay Cross councillors served oz a
beacon for all those gngaged in the
fight peairsl the Tory Govsrnment.
The campaiga 1o laft the surchanmes
and alher pepulties imposed on the
Cloy Cross councillors must be step-
ped up. and muast be linked 1o the
fight for decerm howsing Tor all, which
tenanis assoculjions and squattars
EriLpE Are WHELDE dcross the couniry,

Local Labour partics, trades coun-
cila, and arher working class bodies
sicdid fink up with these groups 1o
immadiately ger undesway o cam-

imposed on the Clay Cross councillors

= weyppping of all rent increases
imposed under the Housing Finance
At

* expropriation by direct nerion,
with the co-operation and sugport

of Labour codneils, of all property

in ihe hands of specalarors to provide
diecent houwsing for nll those in need

* g crash building programme of new
conail hiuses

SHREWSELRY AND THE MIRC:
the fight to free the Shrewshusy 6,
and the strogaie of the AUEW apainst
the NIRC, are both aitempts Lo
reconguer the hasic rights of trade
uninnism wiich came under ailack
from the Tory fiovernmeni. The
Labour Crovernment has shamelessly
retraited from this fight, in ivs decis-
ion to upheld Phass 3, in ite refuaal
Lo free the Shrewsbury prisoness,
antd in its back-down on the question
of the picketing lows'inthe face of
Tory and Literal Parlfamaslyry
apposiiiog




has become an urgent one for British trade unionists.
xctive way to protect workers’ incomes from

CALE OF WAGES!

e ]

mpgie for London cost-of -lving alkowanes

-
‘independent’ profesions are paid

(especially Belgium) is the compiete
indexing of Lhe scabes of taxaion
upon zalaries. Exch time the nominal
wmlary is increased (o make an odjuast-
ol to rthe rising cosc of Hving, tle
tax-seale is incressed by the same
pefcenlapms,

For example if the ceiling on
wilges anid salaries for which a tax
of |5% is paid is 25 000 Franes, it
wionld automaticelly rise fo 27 000
Francs, if the cos| of living Increased
by O

DIFFERENTIALS

I is sometimes objected that
throupgh the ves of such a common
indexing of salaries, wages pnd faxes,
the gap between the lowest and
highest wages, while remaining the
same proporiieneredy, contimaally
increEases in ohrodunie figures,

Two replies can be given to this
argument, Firsi, it i& only rghl o
limit the tax indexing to & defimite
cilling, hased wpon the incomes of
skilled workers. Im the above examp-
le, it could for instance be supposed
Lhat the indexing of fax-ceilings upon
wages of salaries would stop at 30 000

effects of inflation {and poo just
workers at work) is the extension

af the principle of the sliding scale
for all those who receive supplemean-
tary benefits and other =ocial allow-
ances, Superannuations or pensiens,
sick and unemployment poy, Family
and child allowanees etoc must wlso
b indexed and automatically adjuos-
fedl fer the increass in the cost of
liwing in the sanie way as wages and
silaries should be, This demand isall
the more nocessary when small wage-
ailrnears on lixed fnoormes ara Lha
meost hard hic by the rise in prices
ol essentinl poods, and ore thrown
into poverty by inflaticn.

The Index

Ag oo as workers have gained
a sliding scale for wages, the cenire
of gravily of the strugeie to prevent
the working-class from pavieg the
cots of inflation shilts towards
the caleubifton of real price rizes,
Everywhere, bosaes and the bour-
gEoois State try 1o get accepted an
tidex of prices for of the cost of
living) established by the public
addministration systens, as the hase
upon which wage adjust ments in
be calculated. Fverywhere, experi-
ence has shown that these indexes
are fuked and only help bossss slow
If.lnwn wage adjustmenis, that is, 1o
thereass capitalist profits,

inflation.

2. The dishonest selection of real
Frices. In capitalist sociely the same
articles are often sold ol widely
divergent prices; this is especiaily
an for fondstuffs. To continually
szlect the prices ol such gooda in
places where working class house
wives do pot oa the whoals do their
shopping {é.g, in markets) produces
a price-index which lias very Titils o
do with the netunl expenditure of
working class households

A, The monipulation of the ayet-
all outeome of the index threagh
holkling hack the price of cerlain
articles. This is knoemn in Belgivm
us “the politics of the index’ and is
only profitable lor hosses and the
bourgeois State if there are thres-
holds beneath which no wage adjost-
ments can take place, If this threshold
is Mixedd ot 2%, for example, o govern-
ment cang by arbitrarily blocking the
price of certain widaly consumed
ponds (eg. bread), aetificially main-
tzin the index st 1.%% or | 8%,
thereby creating for some months
adoss of huying power on the parl
of workers of up vo 25,

VETO

This fiddling of the index iz 50
biatant in countries such as [taly
or France, that functionsries from the
vutious Instilules of Statistios have
even denouwnced it themsalves, and

only pay for most indirect taxes, Lhey
alen pay the majordy of direct ones
This & ol Uhe more true now that
direct taxes on wages and salaries ore
usially pald in full by the bosses 1o the

have offered trade unions their help
tn calculatmg an “honest’ index,

In Belginm, the unbons have won
the: right Lo velo any officially recog-

afterwards and without any real
conl ol Thus the bourgeoisic geins
twice over. First by paying taxes
late they beneflit from the loss of

Francs a year, Beyond (his ceiling
incomes would be hit even harder,
thus reducing somewhat the gap bet-
ween low and high wapges.

The means most widely used by
the bourgeoisie to reach this end are

1. The dishomest doctoring of

State, before wotkers themeslves

receive any wapes, whereas taxes on
capitalist profit and on the Incomes

of those in the so-calied “liberal’,

| Agraasanl

buying power of currency -a fixed
amount of tax on & capitalist profit
raid six months afier ifs realizstion
is & tax lowered by 5% if the mate of
inflation is 1065, Secondly to pay
taxes without any effective contri
on the real amount of profits opens
the flood-gates to lax evasion and
fraud.

The gr.;u_'luulull scale of tax upon
wages means Lhat each time (he
sliding scale causcs money wagrs to
rige bor an ancome leval that s maore
heavily taxed than the one bencath
it, the ingreased tax pavahle is preat-
er tham the wape increase itseld,

What interests a worker s ni
“ErOss wapes', & putely fGotiomnal
nobion, bul reald ner wapes, Lt is Lo
=2y Lhe dotnl amaount of poods and
services which he ean effectovely by
with the money he ges al the end of
tloe week, A shiding-scale must safe-
guard the baying power of pay peteal
v recerwed aibd musl o some way
oifsst the affects created by increns-
el Laxation

Acsolution demanded by the
lubhowr movermenl in savers] counlries

Alter Lhis, Lhe best way of fight-
ing the excessive gap caused by diffes-
ences in income levels, is to struggle
for cost-ofdiving allowances, snd of
vear homuses, and for #ree warse
imcreares [heyond the sliding-scala's
sphere of application ) fhar are the
mme for everpone on the basis of
cqual pay for equal wark.

Theaenl srugple npainst excessive
differences in wapges and salaries
cannot be waged by liniting the
sphere of application of the sliding
scale, but only by winning allowan-
ees ond wage increases that are
eyl for all, It iz in workers”
intgreats o have a simple sliding
scale, simple and automatic, chat
will prevent them from heing ground
under amd loging their huying power,
A sliding scale serves this end. aid not
the fight sgaingt the inequality of
incomes for which other weapons
have to be wsed

S0OCIAL ALLOWANCES

What 5, on the olther hand_ indis-
pensable for the protection of 1he
whole workimg class pgainst the

the goods that are tsken into account
when calculating a cost of living
index. In effect, this monthly index
is an average atising out of tha
fluctuations in pricss of 2 langs
number of poods and services. If one
lets ship into the tolal mass of these
goode a series of articles that are hard-
I+ ever consumed by workers and
whnse price increases are [ower than
the averape, an index will be ab-
tained that does not honestly reflec
Lo el rise in Uhe cost of living,
Thus, the Belgian trade unicn move-
ment has Lor a-long fime denaunced
what it calls the Htop-hat index’
because goods such as top-hats wrers
taken inla condideral icon when
epleuldting the cost of living index.

[z aame 1y pe of dishones
manipulaticn can be seen In the ox-
clusion From any cosl of living index
of sepvices othose costs incresse
particularly fasd—e.g. insome count-
res, renl ondl medical charpes ot
subsidised by social security—or to
tnchute them byt ta to give them less
weight then they actually have in
ousehold budgets,

of the coup in September, and o

nised index. Sitting on a ‘price com-
mission” nexl to the hoses and the
government’s representatives, they
can fefuse Lo recognise as valid the
index puklished cach month by the
goverrmnanl, Bul this ‘suspending” weto
has a purely propagsndistic walue, as
it does ned mean that the increase in
salaries that a more hanast index
wioruld produce are sutomacleally
abtained.

Trade union calealations of the
mmonthly lewe! of prices shooldn'l be
cirried oul in the shodows of offices,
even if they are naicn offices, In-
formacion an prices should be collsc-
el by teams of housewives: and

. workers, In the shogs, thiough pries-

contEal commitieer, This informa-
tion shauld be publichy discussed
and debaled helore 1he working
masses, To associace the mas of
warkers now with the application
af the sliding sctle is to ensure later
the widesl based working class
democracy and the nesl sellorginisa-
tion of workers when they have waon
pobtical power and overthrown the
capitalist system.

* for the establishment of democratic

Prhicoa: CHRIS DAVIES | Rapart|
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a0 (el Movember—Clay G confarance mcar teks getivo Elsps to buele tiqther action

A massive campaign musl bea
maunted by the Ishour movement
Lo rimash off anti-union faws. Lhis
must involve the walesl range of
mass action—incloding ind ustriad
action - lending ap o 8 penerat
stnike, if this is necessary fo foree
Lhe Lokour Government into action
and to defear the manaeuvres of the
Tuling class and its polivical parties,

This campaign should demand:
* immedlate serapping ol the Indust-
rial Kelutions Act and the MIRC; all
MIRC judpgements, and all coses
before e MIRC, 1o he wiped owot;
immalinte repavment of all fines
levied by the MIRC

* immedinte serapping of Phasze 3,
nnd no lawe restralnig wages

= mmediate peloase of the Shrews
bury &_ and = full parcon Tor all
Lhose comvicted in the 5'|It'l:'l'|'.‘|lrur:|r
frame-ap trials

* enacimant of legal mepsures fo
nbhalish the consplracy laws and
gusranleg Lthe right fo picket

CHILE: the {mmredists task is to
build the higgest demonstration
p‘:lﬁml:ﬂ'z an Chile for the anniversary

sirengthen the blacking campaign
Inonder Ledo Lhis, tee entire labour
movement should cooperate (n the
estultlishmeant of local hronches of

the Chile Salidarity Campaign in svery
nTea,

WORKERS' DEMOCRACY

Uhne qoestion which, whila nol an
the conlerence agenda, will nevertlic-
legs run througheall the debades, is
that of warking clrss democrgey.

I'he apen llouting by the Lobour
Governmant of one conference

lecision alter another makes the
urpency of this question b vions:

The situggle for workers' democ-
racv—hoth in the (rde arions and in
ths Lahour Party —will b a crucial
onc in the coming manths. Among
thez central things that musl be
fought 1or are;

* rank-and-Tile contral of the wninns
and olf unien officials
* suhordination ol the Labnouy

Government and the Pacliamentary
Party 1o Lubour Canference

* the cnding of sl kans and prescrip-
tinns in the Labour Pary

T representative of the rank-snd-
file {mass meetings, sinke commit-
teesp to tnke charge of thoze srrupgles
inn which warkers are invalved

Al the tusks imvoleed i the Pight
around these msues cannol be sored
out simply by a one-<day mesting.
The Clay Cross conference muost
isane a call for the convening of
similnr conferences on o Tocal leyel
to work out & practical plan of acticn
fur corrying the fight fnrward,

Such mestings—representative of
Lhe enlire workers’ movemant, in-
cluding trads union hodies, local %
Labour Parties, the Communial Party
and the revolurlonany loft—aauld
provide a powerful lmunching pad
Tost geiling 1he strugeles for socialism
underway, and bea practical deinans-
tratinn af the efleslivenesy in oot
of workers® democracy.

The conferencs wilf e fekd i
Creaitngd Hall, Westmdnater, stafting
a0 arr oan Seperdap B Sane,

Fove Jurther deiwils e credetinls
contaer Charlie Buiting, 7 Lengm
Claze, Danesmioor, Elap Crasy  Feld:
ARG -562 754



PORTUGAL

The mass upsurge
and the
revolutiona

THE REFORMIST and right-wing
policies of the Poriugusse Communist
Party—its refusal to launch & mass
campaign againsl the colonial wars
and iix apen and uncritical snpport
for the military junta—have crealed

d vaciuum on the lelt which s "p'id_'ly
being filled by various revolutionary
OF RANESS 01K

The revolutionary left has in the
pasi been dominsted by various
macist currestis with predominantly
lscal influence, such as Grito do
Povo (the People's Cry ) in Oporia,
and the MRFP (Movement for the
Reorganization of the Party of the
Proletacal) in Lishon,

The most active and dynamic of
these groups Loday i5, without doubt,
the MRPP. They are a Portuguese re-
incarnatian of Stalinism, and claim
as their inspiration the thought of
Mao Tee-Ting and Albanian President
Enver Hoxha. Thelr principal slogan,
conlinually chanted in demonstra-
tions, calls for *Bread, Peace, Land,
Liberty, Democrocy, Nationsl Indep-
endence’. According (o them the
timee 18 not ripe for socialiam ln
Portugal, 80 we must be satisfied
wilh admiring Macist China and
Albania (the ‘heacon of socialism
in Furope’) from afar.

BIZARRE

The MEPF has certain bizarre
doctrines. | heard with my own ears
ke main Lheorencian of this groap
coolly explain to 8 mas meering that
“the Portaguese peaple have oppres-
sed the celonisl peaple for 5 centur-
fes’, that important sectors of the
Portuguess working class are growing
fat on the back of the colonial
people, that this explaing the pasidy-
ity of the Portuguese proletariat
fowards the fascist regime and so
on, In addition, the MEFFP exhibits
& Fwecping seclatiunism towards the
Communist Party. [ myzelf saw on
the wails of Lisbon the slogan *shoot
the revisionisds’, signed by the
MRPP. Happily, for the moment, the
guns are only imagnary.

This having been gaid, the MRPP
militants hive a remarkable dynam-
&m and 'punch’ in action, They are
eonducting an uncompraamlsing cam-
piign againat the colonial wars,
particularly among the soldiers, and
the front ranks of their demonstra-
tion oo | May were oade up of
dotens of soldiers and sailors b
chains.

They have organised spectocular
actions to prevent {he departure
al new troops for the colonies, and
recently mannged —with the co-
aperation of the families of {he
draftess— o prevent ten saldiess
from boarding an airceaft for Africa.
The resctionary officers hate the
MEPF and intend to wipe them ot
at the firsl opportunity

Two other, smaller, revolutionany
grolps are closer to the positions ol
the Fourth International and work

F,

| P |

fratermally with the Portuguess
Trotskvists, the LOCT {Internalional
Communisl League):

1, The URML ( Revolutionary
Union, Marxist-Ieninist}, For them
the socialist revolution is on the
agenda. The UEML capries out quite
tmpartant work among certain sec-
tions of workers and i3 attempting (o
creale a revolutionary current
in certain nnions.

L. The PRP { Revolutionary Party
of the Proletariat). A small, alihough
vigoroue, group, but mainly made up
of students and meellectuals, The
PRI has closes connections with the
famous *Revolutionary Brigndes'
which carried on guerilla actlons
against the army and police of the
Cactano regime.

TROTSKYISTS

The LCI, a sympathising organiza-
tian of the Fourth Interpational, Is
the first- Trotskyist orgnisation
in the history of Portugal. Founded
u few months ago at a secret confer-
enco, It 5 al present the only orpanisa-
ticon of the fur left established ona
nationel level, in all the main centres.
In Orporto the LOT is primarily work-
ing class in composition and carriss
on intenge work in the factores and
work-places, Our comrades are mone
and mare active in stodent mobilise-
tiong in Coimbra, 8 univessity lown,
while their main central political
actions are cofried onin Lisbon.

Despite their relatively smuli
nuenbers, the comrades of the LCI
have made & spectacitlr ‘explosion’
onte the political scene in receat
days, First on May Day, by organising
and leacing (in collaboration with
the URML and the PRF)a revolution-
ary vontingent on the Wnited dem-
onstration of the workers” movement
int Lishan, Grouping together only a
few hundred militants and sympath-
isers at the starr, the conlingan| dis-
tinguizhed itself from those of the
reformise by its ved fNags and slogans:
‘pavwer Lo the workers”. “immedizre

Part of the massive May Day demonatration in the city of Oporta

independence for the colonies’,
"bring back the soldiers', ‘down with
L*api!_aliaL aXploitalion’, “socialist
revolution’, In oo thme &t all about

B 000 workers, soldi=rs, sail-

ors and students joined the ‘red’
contingent; alifacted by its militancy
and its clearly snti-colonial and
anti-capitalist siand.

PROVOCATION

Inside the stadiom whers the
meeting of the left was held our com-
rades approached che platform to ask
forthe rght to speak. Mof only was
their request refuesd, but the Slalin-
ist stewards phyaically threatensd the
revalutionary defepation. Rejecting
this provocation by the buresucracs,
oair comrades left with thousands of
dermonstrators and held a revolution-
ary mesing nE-:I.I:'h&'. A militaty truck
decorited with red flags served as
the platform (and the soldiers took
part in the meeling), A communigue
Froom the LCT describing the evenls
was sent to the press and puhfished
by the main Lisbon dailics.

On Sunday, 5 May, the L]
mohiliged its forces to support a
demonsiration called by pnti-colons
il students and African immigrant
workers. This was the first mass
demonstrution of African loeemigrani
workers in Porpugnl’s hiscory. At its
head was 8 big banner procliming
"Mool one soldier more for the colon-
ies’. The march proceeded throupgh
ihe popular districts where the Afric-
an immigrants live, and the inhabic-
unks joined the demonsireiion in large
numbers. The comrades of the MEFP
nlso ponk parl

The march ended with o meeting
in the mein square in centrad Lishon,
le Rossig, where Afeican militants
took the platform to denounce the
crimes of colopiabiam aml the peo
colonid] manceuvres of the Portogu-
e howrpeoisie,

VANGUARD

Militurts from the LT also spoke,

and Aevian) and the Socislin Bares”
a ot meeting M ke Colisewm én fishon,

perched on Eap |.|I'.|'I1e pedestal of the 5
srarie of the wenerzble Emperor [am
Pedro W of Portepal (covered from
head to toe wilth the hammer gnd
gickle), They stressed the ident:ty

of interests baiwesn the exploiled
iagses ol the colonies and the Pori-
ugnese proletarial, in (bl siruggle
againsl g common enemy; celonial-
ism and capitalism.-

By these tywo initiathees. widely
commented on by lhe Porluguess
preag, the LCT have aiready catablich-
el themaeclves as one of the main
ciganisations of the revolutionary
vanguard, despite cheir relative youth.

While continwing s work among
workers (particularly sucoessful in
Oporto}, the LC considers one of its
cenirnl tasks ar the presaot time to
be the struggle agninst the rotten
cotonial war. B plans to carry chis
oul within the framewaork of 4
upited front of severl Fardeft cur-
rents, whichisin the process of heing
set up."

This campaipn will reinfarce mel
metely the solidarity hetween
Portuguese nnd Alrican workers, b
&l that becween workers and sal-
diers. It will allow revolutionaries
to enlarge their audience within the
armed forzes and push forward the
self-arganisation of the soldicrs and

sailors, CARLOS HENRAIQUEZ

® T fiest muck foing Serion fogk plose an
Fraday 24 May, acoovding o the Pavis daify
Le Mande, wher she LOT. the LEME  ang
the PR — togetker with oas) arher groups,
the LUAR [ loagud of Revelutionary Lniry
Frerd

Tiee et diay sew amarier foiui aotion

Iy B savee g when oper 5000

deHarsirators wpareied FAFOGER e vireers
al r.l_'lr:' gapitel calling for o imenediare end
fa e genldmial vears ard the independence
o thie A friean reeritories. A1 the head of rhe
she el were a nuember of qoldiers amd
aniliars v npifors, coreiing red (Togy, awd
Rk Afrisan werkers 2im raok part,
carryirg ey i supmars of the FATGC
the WPLA, avd FRET

A DEMONSTREATION in solidariiy
with the liberation movements i the
Portuguese African colomies is being
planned for Sunday 16 June,

Called By the Commitres for
Freedom in Mexambique, Anpela and
Guing. the demonstration is receiving
sbippor! rom a broad range of lef]
grops, including the Portuguess
Workers' Coordimating Commirtes,
the Interiatioaal Marxisc Group, the
Intermational Soclatists, the Com-
manisr Pty o severyl Labowr

Portuguese

colonies ---

solidarity demo planned

constituency Partizs.

The denmands so far agreed on for
the demanstration inclode immedi-
arg independence or he Portupucse
cojonies, no ald fer Porloguese
colonlalisng, fecagnition of the Gow=
ernment established in Gulng by

the literation lorces, and solidaricy
with the Portagaese people,

The overthrow of the fasciat
Teptine o Porbag] was in larpe
mensute due to the heroic sirgele
af the African Jiberation mavements,
lor whiom ourrsghe wlepory Is now

juzt arouwnd the corner,

be o devasrating body blow 1o the
whirte supreimcist regimes of

South Afrlca-and Klhodesia, At ihe
same time @ victory in the colonies
wolld weaken the conservative
torces in Portupal fiself and sirengii-
on the steuggle of the Portupucss
vorkers and peasanis.

demonstracion desarves the full sep-
part of all those in Britain who are
committed to che fight againsi im-
pertallsm and capifalism,

Such an immense victory would

For thess repsons the 16 June

Riad Weekty A0 ay TEIE  Page i

-repime, ceosorship is not yer desd
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the struggle

The new Portupuese Government is
frying to block workers” strupples by
the ennctment of a national minim-
um wape of £55 a month [not o
include agriculivral or domestic
workers, or soldiers), coupled with
a freere onall wages over £135 5
month.

With inflation in Poriogad running
at aboud 30% a venr, this involves 5
major nitack on the gains of all
better paid workers

Buoi this policy was no sooney
enacied than it met & vigorons chal-
lenpe with the lausching of an all-
out steike by Lisbon Transpoed
wirkers—some of whom, af least,
are in the "frozen’ wige tonge.

Diespite the destruction of the old

Il
Fortugal, & specsal committes sl
exists to vet all news articles con-
cerning rnilitary mateers. Foe this
reason nothing appeared in the
Portuguese press about the depac-
ture of two troop ships for Africe
last week norpbout the face thal
many of the soldiers due o be ship-
pesd nversens refused Lo embark
Anather case of the continuing
rensarship accured during the tele-
vision governge of the giganlic May
Daw vally, The speaker from che
metal workers' uuion made o fighting
speach--in shorp contrast to Lhe
milk-and-water aralory of the Social-
isk nrl Commnndst Farly spok esmmen-
pounting oul the endamental con-
Nict of ncerears bet ween orkers
and capitalists, and calling for the
beginning of a struggle for soclalism,
However, the TV coveruge of this
apeech {and this speech alone ) was
abliternted by the plaving of the
Portuguese aational anthem over
Llse broadceat.

Ernest Mandel, prominent spokes-
tan of the Fourlh liniernntional,
recently concladed a suceessful visit
to Portugal, His meeting in Lison
attracted an andience of over 2500,

A reminder of which class is in power
in Portugal edme last week when the
ob gairisations of the revelationary
left orpznised a wnicted front demaon-
stration. Some 4000 people turned
aul, bot the army proompily moved
in and bioke [he demonstration ug,
g tenT gas.
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MAY DAY COMES
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TO HONG KONG

We are the working class but we
have o May Dav'. So began o leaf-
let distributed among the working
population of this British colony
on 1 May by the "Hong Kong Anti-
luflation Action Committes
{HEAIAC) and the May Ly
Workers Commission’ (MDWC).
The distribution of this leaflet
wus @ direct challenge to the Maoisi
‘Hong Kong Federation of Trade
Unicns" (HEFTLN, which with 66
irude unions and a membeeshig of
1300000 is e mos poweriel workers®
organisaiien m Hu|l§_' Hnr:g

from S.S.WU

Whereas the HEKFTU had confined
its celebrations of May ey 1o few
wcocklail parties, the leafler put out
by these two groups calbed fora
mass rally the following Sunday,

5 Mayw, 10 protest at the decline in
workers' Hving standands.

The last [wa years have SCem a
dramatbc rise in workers' militancy,
An unprecedented mufmber af srrikes
have swepl the colony. But these hawe
mostly been spontanecss, AL a
bourgeois liberal weekly | the Far
Fusrern Kenmomie Feriew, recently

commented: “The HEFTL) has long
been guist, doing Llittle i the way of
agitation or sirke organization since
the aftermath of the 1967 commun-
sl rioks,”

In rhits situacion, sactians of the
rank-and-dile in the Maoist unions are
now beginning for the first time o
question the line of (hair leadership,
which puts the trading and diplomat-
i¢ interests of the Chinse bureauc-
racy ahead of the interesis of The
workers i is supposad to represent,
The rapid growth of the HEATAC
anid the NDWC reflects this new
crithcsl mood,

The HEALAC is jointly cerganized
by Iwo resolutionary Marxist vounth
organizations—the Iniernational
Young Socialisl Alliance and the
‘[raily Combating Bullstin' proup.,
Thess two are currently working
lewards Tusion, The MDWC was
recently formed 45 4 group specifical

Iy Tor young workers, and is organised

amd bed by the ‘Daily® group.

The HEFTL first attempted 1o
dzal wilh Lhe growing atiraction of
these groups by denouncing them as
an ‘wltra-lefiist lendency” in Lthe
workers’ movement. When this had
nao effect, the Maoisls ware Forced in
ite April to apnounce their full
support for the ongoing workers
stragges.

But already many workers regard
such passive ‘support” as completely
insuificient, As ane leader of the
1967 riots told the “Daily” group:
“Whinl the HKFTLU should put for-
wiard ic a plan af action to defend
the interests of the working class!®

T hia discontent lad o an enthusi-
astic mobijlisation for the 5 May rally.
At first the colonial police tried to
han ii, bul this move was denouncesl
on all zides. Among the first to
protest was Lhe Asian College Stud

enls’ Undon of the Chinets Universary.

MOBILISATION

Preparations for the rally continu-
ed without intermuplion, in any ke
Posters written tn hage charscters
were pasted wp on the walls of pub-
tie buildings and factories, Slogans
wore painted everywhere. A million
lealeds were run off for digsirabetion,
Mobile propaganda groups appeared
on the streets in defiance of the stnct
cenlaarisel Jnws

Finally—rather than risk = serious
conlrontation - the palice backed
down, and on | May spproved the
upplication lor the mily

Thousands of workers attended
the 5 May rally. But as one of the
orpanizers, Leung Chun Kwong of
the HE ALAL, explained al a press
conference two davs earlier; “This is

I -
et i
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Fart of ths demonstratson called by the Confadaration af franian Students, which las 5|.ndn:|r dainsndiad
srnment expel Al Abdul Jhankin, & secrat palios sgent attached 1a the |randa Embasy, whao spies op Iranian dssiderts in
Lhes by B SAVAE, the lranian soeret polics, s one of the most rapressive and viglows palics cutfits in e world and of a
meeting this Friday, 218t May a1 Imperial Coflegs, 5. Kensingtom a1 7,00, its role will be fully-expossd and d Bosssod

|RANIAN £ M1BRECY
STOP, SPING

that the Labour gov-

aiily the first action of the Anti-
Inflation Movemeanl. Similar larga
rallics will be held chroughout Bay

Af the Government 15 sull iadif-
l'|.~'r_¢r|1 to the deferioroting soonomic
sifwateon, comparatively more radicat
ictions will be oreanised in Juns
For instance, inass protests and
patidas will ba held in working class
districes or at Morse Park [the centre
af the indlusicinl ronel Shookd (he
Government contiinge to passively
ignore our actions, a general strike
b the workers and students will
e prepared.”

MO IDLE BOAST

Bix monlhs ago, such o threal
would have seemed an idle boast. Lact
Dclober, for inslance, the revalution-
are Marxiste wers too wesk to carcy
nm aglone when the upited frond Anti
Corruption Movement aplic into
rebormist and revolutionary femden
cieg. [The Adli-Commaplion Movemicol aas
g0t up afler former Hong Kong police
superintendent Peoer Godber had Med 1o
Ergland to avoid corruption charges ireel-
ving Ffour midlisn HE dollars (abonar
E330,0007, He was arcested in Sussex an
30 April, arcd extricliion proceedings ars
currently under way, Balf wad sert at
£36 5 dnh0)

Tiwt rmuch has changed i the Last
gix months. Today the Maoists have
to wdmit #hal in this short period the
revolutionary Marxists have become
i force to be reckoned with, botl
ameng the students and also incress-
ingly in the workers” movement,

Ay one leading member of the
*Daily” proup put it; “In Hong Kong,
Way Day comes very lala. Bul it
comes, anyway, And the most impor-
Lumit thing is that whin il coemses il
will atay heee.”

Such a development will be
strepuwousty resisted, however, by
the British Goverpment, Hong Kong
iz an impaorialist paradise. where
British capilalisls along with Americ-
an, Japaness, and expairiate Chinese
firms make huge profits from exploit-
ing the 98 per cenl Chinese popula-
tion. Between 1960 and 967 the
rafe of return on capital invested ross
fram 20 per cént o 35 per cent, The
majoricy of worker are expected £
wiork a 12-howur day and a six or
even weven-duy week,

CORRUPT REPRESSION

Thiz exploitation 18 backed up
by one of the barpest Cand most
corruplt} repressive forees inthe
warld. The Government spends five
Limes as much on the Koyal H-l:llll,g
Kang Polics | whose afficers are
recruited o Britain) as ic does on
social services, For instance, And i
ihe hackground of course, are the
trocps{annual militery expendil ure
on Hong Kong was recently estimated
by the Foeaomicr at £40-50 millicn}.

8o if the spirit of Moy Dy is te
slay in Home Koog, i will not be
withowt a fierce and protracted
slrugele, Bul in thissirogels, at
least, the British labour movement
has ik in its power to play a weary
ditect mala in support of its
Chiness brothers, We must make
sute Lhal in Che avenl il will da <o,

LLNhEr's
Lo

LONDON RED FORUMS: Mew suries
aealing weih besic guasians of Marsist
theary. Every Tupsday at @ prov in "Gangral
Fizton®, Caledonian Haad (5 mins Kings
H tube),

WORKING WOMEN'S CHARTER: Al
Lordan rmaatng Toe avaryone interested
or invalvad in the campaign, Satwrday 1
Jure, 10030 arm 1o 1 i in Universicy of
Lordan Stugent Union Auilding, Males
Srreet, WO, | Goodoe St tube), Croche
tacilitiae proviged.

SUFPPORAT THE NLURSES] Pubilie meating
with speakers frgen London hurses Co
ardinating Commities, Seswrdsy 1 Juns
a7 230 om0 Uneversity of Lonidon
Stuoent Unior Budding, Meslet Strest,
Wi, Drganiaed by Working Women's
Charter Carmmgasgn

NOTTINGHAM RED CIRCLES: Wids-
ranging seieg & discussions based an The
poalitics af the Faurmm Insrnatienal, Bvere
2t aref ATh Tiresdsw ib P fearith B

B prm in tha Lioe Hotel, Clumber Seeasr,

TEACHERS RED FORLUM: "Strike Mawl',
wiith strikers from Garreer Grenm aned

Clasnld Park sononly, Mordey 3 June at
dpm in Golden Lian pub, Kings Gross
Foad |5 mins Kings X wubel.

CHILE: Hublic: maating wich Tarig Ak,
Silr Ko Holrpes | Labour Partyl, Aay
Morgan (EEPT U Carvrrae, Wb itelsed )
ard Weleh Matioealist speaker, Tussday
4 June at T30 pm in Tho Talisman pui,
Camimarcal Street, Nempart, Goernt

FREE IRELAND FORUM: “Tha British
Dirty Tricks Deparrraet—Littejohn,
Lennan and Marks’, spaaknr Gery Law-
Iass, Friclay 31 May at 8 om in General
Picton, Caledaonisn Rosd (5 ming Kirgs

® 1)

SOCIALIST WOMAMN FEH:IUM: Cathy
Adaims on ihe Aurees” straggle, Wedareday
5 diwng at & pr in chie Barl Bussell pub,

Bt Parcras Aoad, NWT [ EKiqgs Croge tuls)

BENGAL|I FRIENDS in Eurape and
pleawshers, for Berngall buoaks and Larer
| Fourth {starmatianal paper], contact:
Baacali, Mullvader, Box 3374, 10365
Sreskhnlm, Swadan,

LIVERPOOL RED BDOKS: Ravnliit-
arary literaturd- Marx, Lerin, Trocsky
Eastern Eurape, Thir 1:- World, |salaad,
Wyamen's Likeratiorn 9%a-Aenshas-Straet,
Liverpesl, Toes-Fri: 12,5033, 320 113

WOMEN'S LIBERATION in Eastern
Ewrape” public resdirg spoasared by
‘Critique’, speaker Margaret Coulsan,

A digouisssn af 1he pasition Of wWoran
afte the revolatian, ard haw it has
wagrked out on pesctice i Eastern Eurapa.
Friclay 31 May at- 2.30 pm in Paam 5 176,
St Clermnens”s Building, Loncan Schosl ol
Eoa nomics,

KILBUAN 185G RED CIRCLE: 'Portupal
and rha Colonial Stragge’, Wadnesdey 5
June, B per, in Flat 7, 38 Canfiaid Gar-
dens, MWE |Finchiey Paad tube).

TNOMEN AND SEXUSALITY": Harroe!
Hiltingden Social iss Women s Group
Forum, Mandxy 780 June &t 8 pm in
Hesr oy Baptist Church, College Road,
Harrow further details fram Jacke 01
S LREH,

s GAY CROLUP: Contact Jo Mills,

153 Wooohouse Lang, Lapss for further
infarmatiom

THD IMPORTANT FILMS of historic
trade unian awenss—"lakeria nea’ gnd ful-
glan ‘317 -at BA1%and 7 45 prr on Sunclay
8 duine ab Bradlford Mayvhiogss ard Film
Thoatre, Chaps! Stret, Bradtordg 1, Dig-
cusiprn a2t 8.20 pm led by Ken Agpleby
|sscretary, Kajshioy Trades Councill,
Aglrrianan G0p. B and bes- guaitable
after 3 om

SOUTHALL RED FORLM on the sraatian]

in peelarl, Frigay 31 May at 8 pmoin the
Fratherstones Arens, Festherstons Hoad,
Soaathall [anar Daminian Cinema).
‘LONDON TEACHERS—WHAT NEXTT:
Aunic & Fila meting, Friday 7 June, in
Oid Lectare Theartre, Londan School af
Ecanamics, at 7,30 pm. Spcakers Beth
Store and Dick Noerth, sewly Blacied
membars of MLUT Matianal Expcutive.

WOREKING WOMEN S CHARTE A:
Pubdic meeting oreanised by Birmingham
WLM to form actsan comenitied, Thureday
M dune, 730 pr in Digherh Cewvic Hall.
Crechd provided.,

S54VE THE PRICE SISTERS! Ficket of
Ry Jenkins' hause in Lamroke Souars,
W, ewvery pight at & pen 10 damand
repatratian of hunger srikers o lraland.
Also mas radly Sunday 2 June ac 3 pm,
Speskers Corner {Marbis Arch wibel

MCEKET WINS0ON GREEN PRISON,
Birmingham, Sunday 9 June, to demand
ralagin 0f Parrick OFBrien and pablic
inmury nto Special Branch actrvities in
tha Lannon alteir, Drganised by irish
Palirical Hastages Carmpaign.

LOMDOMN WWORKERS FIGHT Farum:
Andrews Horming o4 “The Secand | nier-
"I.-'llli.'!|'|.-'||_ Reraajonjsm, ared the Mo Briks
Disbate’ . Sopgay B June, 7.30 pm, "Gold-
en Lion', Brisanrda St., near Kings Cross

G0

INPRECOR ig tha reny analytical journal
at ihe Fourth intermational, which will
bt pubdishad simulianeeusly avory Do
waakcs In English, Spanish, Feanch and
Garman. 1t will ba &n indisporsable orgam
tar all mikitanes hoping to dembep an
wurderstanding ol tha internetiomnsl claes
strisggle and contribwte in the buildng of

a2 cenviralissl Fevalutianery Iniornatonal.
Howewer it @n onky surviva if it hasa

large numbar of subsoriprbons. & year's
gils, ks £3. Write now, with smoney, 102
INPRECORA, 127149 Rua de ka Buanderis,
BRWUSSELE 1004,

Fourth International
holds European
Workers’ Conference

“We nre taking o firsd steps A step thal i
needed more asd more. A step ngaimsl
the Exnpope of the trusts amd monopolies.”

Wit these words Ernest Mands open-
ad the Evmopean workers” condenence
arganized by the Fourth Indernational i
Gibend last weekensd.

The conference was the first singe in
preparing for a ral "parliament of Buno-
pean labowr” te dake phos sarly next yoar.
Five hundred frade uainn militsnts from
12 different coontress discussed how in
forge: in practiee the intemnational links
necessary (o fuce the growing power of
tlee infeenabkenal cismhines,

Five oommisdons were held in the
e of the conference: on repression
[when a major discussion 00k place
on the Shrewsbury teials): ways of
urganising for siruggle; mflation; the
feght mgainsd redusdancies; and homigran
workers. More than &0 militonts wers
alale o apesk, exclange experssuces, and
hegin to draw ot the essentiol lessons

Time amd fmme again, the same key
prlints mnrg-:'d: the nesld for affenaive
lncties such ax factory oerwpations; the
tmpariance of lvedving the mass of
workers thriough genend assemhlies and
ehicpad afrike commibees; the nesd to
prepare workens” sell-delence against
police and fascist sirlke-hreaking squeda;
umil = om,

The eomtmmat with' the: meeting nf the
s Lime 0f the European TLC in
l_'“npmh_lgr:n- where the lexling hureacrots
of wach country discussed how they coukl
hesd paper vver Lt yawning gull beltween
the imcerests of copital nnd labour—crmsld
hardly hawe been greatess In Glient ile
Tirst steps were daken do forge 2 real work-
ers’ lesdership. The burcaucrats may he
podundant soomer Than duey think.

PALL SMITH

Marxist Group

{British section of
the Fourth |nter-
national)

97 Caledonian Rd.,
London M.1.

Fwrre i Tiee mare information ahowt
the TG and iTs selivities
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HAMILTON HOUSE, hesdguariers
ol ihe Mationsl Union of Tcachers,
was sccupled by 500 militani teach-
. lobbying the unkon’s Action Com-
matiee on Thursday 23 May, o
' peoiest &f their failore Lo call a strike
for the London Allowsnce.
A meeting developed betwesn
- siltants from all over London, who
giscused the nexl steps in Lhe atrug-
ke [N melitante argue Lhil a
commillze bassd on those mililan
sehools which have taken strike
action was nesded (o co-aodinate
Ther sl ruigples.
The |MG promoml wed secofited an a

; EasELy vate, against the poesition ol B
mlan wanted their *Rapk-ared-File” grouping
e Tl Bl Ehis i

' A ramb eis ahout how &0 carry

B atioeele forwacd have ."'|I:i:r'l\.'I|..
Tamcicors in [lofland Paik Comprencnsme

| ge sdwocatmp mass nespmal lens fram

Lamabon schoals. This kind of determilns

B fo Fhehi is just what 5 ek gt

pesaenl, bul the weakness of This parficular

glam bs than wach action woald pof hite

il schools reslart in Sepleanher

: Presitice, ihe Educalion Secretary .

4 B been waving the mugic warid of the

Sectnl Contruct” inun gllisnpt 10 fare

4 sl setsom. He ks sxid that a “sisbstantisl
e in the London Alesance is on
e way, has offered am extrn CLIOUE
milleen 1o schools o exceptionall difTicudty
mind by promissd & compElete revew o

t all teschers' pay by Chaistmas 1974 o

aidaison, teachers will bone M5l Foam rhe
Bsediald afrecmenis

Bl Seachers” problems are nat sim |1LI-
pmes ol pay . Premtios hamsdl Pos sakd
Bhsn iU willl bz impossible to oliminals
ghaes o over M by 19A0. The Labour
Lssmrmmeni is slill carrylng am with thi
e educational expeanlinire of L1 HI)
e unposed by the Torics, Budlding
geagsamamics have heen stashed, fall 2ol
part-amse sinfl, including ceachvrs and
el waorkens, bd off, ond less money
= by mado avaalabie of Benid ansd
e,

LDats i Governmen! expenditers haes
Bemamhi warkers in educoiion, bocal

omputer strike

government and hospitals inbo strugele

It is necesszry to bisld an sllance of Ehes
militaniz at the bevel of the rank-znd-file,
wiud 1o rse. the question of the sitscks
on ihe soclal serices within the working
class movement,

Tiade Colnciks in Wandswarih, and
Colchester have alremdy aken thas ugp, and
WUT branchiés in Leeds end Sheflbehd
have plans 10 eall apen conlerencss on
the cridis in sdocatien

These conlerences sheuld not simply
ook al the problems which workegs in
ke acial services faoce, bat shoukl bogin
o cmpaign thioughout the whale
working class Tap gevdor “The dockers who
plan strike aciion as part of the fight o
save Paplonr Hospatal, amd the Cameler
Fhacked enguiry iste praperly
speculataon ane examples of whal ix
iy uirsd

London tescher afe in an excedlent
position to take wp all (hess: o uestions,
e meeting on Thursilay fouk an mpor-
tant glep in placing the orgunisation of

spreads to rest of

B -t i
THE STRIEKE of Scoittish Univemsity
compuler giafl, pow in irs third week,

threatens 1o become an opLn con
fromtation with the Fay Board, and

to escalate into n notional slike

The computer staff are demanding
the implementation of & previous
3 agre=ment regrading themn as teehnic

al seaff Owhich wonalel slrengtlsén

tear Patuse bargaining position},
and & backdated settiement, which
wonld give them a substaniial swn of
maney . They buve Tejecied a com
proandss propogal, whach does not

cuncede these PEKIREsE,
The ey Boad Bas turnasd down e

claam wan by local iwction al R ivlkaigh
] Unbwersity in February. Thes setebozeend
Lasicslly mexts rhe demands of the striking

comppielar sieff,
The Py Bear ' setasal 5 on the

Rod Week |y 30 May 1872

v well,

basis of & technicality which miph! war
apply elaewhers, bor it is liksly (o dis-
ey ather ‘rechnicalites’ in other caws

UNION HQ

the struggle in ihe nands of an Ad-Hoc
Cimaritbes, epreaenticg rhe milttant
sefenly bt apen 1o all wha wani to take
potion. A democrzlicadly clecesd atrike
commlties is essential o privent the
struggle helng conrmlled and sold oul by
1B dmion bareaucrgrs, s absolutely
dilTorend Trom ‘Bank and File" which isa
political prouping within fle wnion 2nd
s ot embrace gl of those prepared
1o srruggie. The Failure oF (ke Intsrmationel
Socialists 1o wnderstand this will cesull
in them sdopting 4 manipulalive stritsde
towsrd the strike. Already the 15 despite
having opposed the siting up of e
mittez, have nominaied cne of éi
eembers 24 il convemsinr.

Mamy schonds are simply waiting for
a kel The nexl sep frr the Ad-Hoc
Commiiiee @ io st a dete for snke
action, and Begin the peacrical tasks of
arganising the nipzzary matzrial and
phvsical support ko condwsl Che srruggle

SN DN HLE

Phoro: PETER HARRAP | Regorch

af the refectory, smppomed by ASTMS azl
MEIPE, was starled By e atudents.

The sdministration backed down, re-
iratated-the compueer stoff, and of fered
fresh nepolisfiens

Lhifariunately the ABTHE conwvenor
persanded the oomputer glaff o el off
thesir action, thas relaxing the stouggpede
Hiorwewer, if o conceasions ane mads
within a weeh of (he remumption ad
negatintbans, (bers i likel [0 he an
ogpation.

I Scodiand rhe strike is hittine heavily .

Orver 1, MM} mirses staged 8 demaOonsirs-
tHon in Maschester on Saturday. A largs
contingent of “para-medicsl’ hospital

staff | professional stafl like radiographers,
e, j—wha are not divectly involvesd in the
murscs” fruggle - tnok parl.

| M muilitang Geoll Byan beought n
messape from the Alirincham TASS-ALEW
hrsnch esliing for other workers (0 ginke
in suppart of the nurses.

warscs af King's Callege Hospilal in
Lonidai elected a Jaint Wuarses Ao
Cosnmltiee il Mesday, The Coanmills
ncludes e i NUPE and NaLGO,
AUVEW and TGWU shop stewands from
the hospital, and a represen fative of the
medicel shadencs” union.

T Actiom [ mmitbes is calling a
s meeiing of purses for today [Thics-
day to mobilise Gar (b 6 Tane national
murses’ demonstration and doowork aur e
phan af action an the claim. Pans wnder
discassion ifslude a ban on wack with
BERNICY TILTSES,

Mzrses fave olready been delepaned
b the Camiiities 1o speak ot ancillary
wearkers union mectings, and mks ary
being established with nurses at the
nerhy Maocsley hospital whes nures,
anzillaey warkers and doctors strusk 1ar
um Eaur Lasl YWednesdey, Maadsley nisregs
wirs plinnlng ta strike again fof 190 hnurs
yeslorday (29 Meyh, inlme wath COHSE
natinnal action. : i

[r s Togesd 1o epardinate action in
the 1w hespilals aind arganis a joant
march throsaeh Sooih Landan to the
national deccnsicarhan on & Fune,

The aspital adminascration e
adopied & pelicy af trvimg Lo indmbdare
itiliLag miiracs, bl they kave bom
warned by ALUEW shop stewards ihal iy
will shnl down if there is any stlempt ™

A reault of @ pnandnsous ASTHS
conburenes Gecision, rhe striks is hl.'iTI!.:
wxlemlea 10 the rar ol Briteir. Stall ac
many universitics, who have heen irvalwed
in TFruilk== negotiations far manths,
are w Beginiting 0 ke po Hon.

AU Bath Universiny compiter scalf
resproqded 1o a s oller-—alind@ar m
the one made e Seoltidy staff-hy black
ing wark [or the admizisisatbon o
3 May. The Uniwrsits nespandasd by
agciing The elght comMpater opemlon
il calling = agency lalsaar,

Thu vivlimisea! workess pessmed s
sive supporl [rom the studdniz and foem

the MUFLE, the neein union dn the campos,

which @ 'I'.I"'|I:-\.\_|.|:'l SEEEe fis solidaricy

The Students Union called a hali-
ilay stoppags bn Tuesdas 20 Mey, end
pivkets fumiod away oll delwverios (o the
Univerdigy, The strugele was extended Lo
lake io ke aspssis o The corfgek in
ed wentionul expesnbitnn:, and a toanre

PFage B

Ap Herict-Walt Usiverally in Edinburgh,
comupratier s{all Bavs begun an occupation
anil serike.

Srirting Uneeeraiy, halled in pioge
departmenis, has alresdy approsshed
ik computer stalfwith o loval offcr
The sperators hawe refased Lo go back
anbe=s they huve the approval of safl
i every Undyrsicy now an serike.

Tu guacanles Bat pecdsine to call
aff the sirtke will mol leave cae af 10
aeaker seotioms af the compuoler siall
steandiad b s necessany 0 fight For:

Marsinal pegoriations for o serilement,
timiding o0 all universfEs.

M setflemients i be referred o by
Pay Daoard, ;

The Labuur Governdnent io beck this
actinn, over-tklmg aoy Pay Board decizman
o ok paymient.

0 v lemisktinn.

JOHM BALL

NURSES

wietimise niecses Tor laking action ey the
clairm

Nurses af peorthwick Pask Hospital in the
Hiareaw area are hidding 8 mass mesting ol -
the carrance of the hospital foday
{Thurslsy). They hope to invalve other
wiorkers and local studen s

A public imeeting, spossorad by the
Harrw Trades Coineil, HMorrow Students
Uninn, the ThiE, aosd the local Sccialisi
wWomen's (noup, is also being org@nisad
for foday in sl ap d support committes
i [hae arca,

e 200 s raes From Weet Wales Hospitsls
aeid studenis froon 51 Devids Callege,
Lanipeter marched throuph Carmarthen
or Suciday.

At the rally which fallawed ik specch
of lnea) Labsar 1 Gwynoro Tooos was
in sharp contrast to the words of moses’
spoieswoanan Hister fune Murris

Jomes tald the nagees, '] knew militan-
vy ls pald off m the past with the P
hut ie dosss L alwavs wors.” He gdvised
thens to wail Foe 1he weselt af the Govern-
MIGINE & MMy .

Saater Mormis suid that ke thime had
came (o stiipeis, ond warnad the deinen
stratome to beware af o sellout by 15
parepncmts on Che Whitly Council.

A& Updon General Meeting at Sheffield
University his paxeed a nesolilion sug -
ting *the nurssd sction for o £ FO0m, pay
setilement and any induserial action laken
hy el trade wediod movement 0 ensie
thot the mumses” claim & met in full’

The tesolu e @eea on b commit
the anion b0 take part in kny Skpport
anmmilies set ap by the koesl Bhoar
mreement, asks medical stodsnis o001 (0
comver For nurees an seriloe, and urges
students oo ke part in domamscehtions
in suppeowl o Lhe nurses.

fCan tipued fram (rend page)

The COMSE setion points the way
forward, bat oo ené should heve amy
iHlugioms n the COHASE Weadsrahigp. The
COHSE baresucrars eemembers e boss af
membership they sufleral when the
nion dechded to regisrer wncgr the Digdis-
Istal Kelagions ace, Mow that they hayvs
jeviised i eotinn, they seo the possibl-
Ny f gaining ground oo the other health
service aniens through adopting a o
“militant’ atanee

But COHSE Goneral secretary Alkerd
Spanswick hi pablicly siated that chey
woatld setele Tor an intsriem ree of £4 ar
£5 maiher chan the full demand of £6, znd
the anly sffactive maves (o Dorge 4wy
Ferasard are coming from the rack-aml-
[ile. )

I miany acdsd fagees acfian commithos
leve heen st op o divecl Che arrggple, As
vine Landan COHSE member teld £l
Wewekie. “The aciian committees wens 3l
up Lo unito the ngesss at rank-end-file

NALGO
NATIONAL
ACTION

HIDES LONDON
RETREAT

HNALGO s Exeentive decided ot ils
meating bazt woek to initisge sction
for the wnion’s 2065% narinnal pay
claim_ This follows the employers’
refusl 1o nepotiate oo the elpim
while action 12 atill polng abesd nn
the Lomdon Weighting strepgle,

The union b= cllieg for 5 national
overtizne bun and s planaiag 4 ene-
daw strikeon 1 July it nEpotmiions
haws nok started

Althouph the NALGO Exevulive: I8
srartiog re mave oo Lhe natioea] claim il
hae definiiehy sepped beckwants in Lon-
doin by instructing lskington hranch to
ra hack toowotk from Mopday 3 Joae,
The bupeancrais cloim po be still “ssalal-
ing’ action by sprewling the snnlkscaly
selective glrikes, Lar they mre refusing to
brimg out goy afbar branclps, Thiz laa

leyel, We shoaolil use theds (o s The
supporl ang gerinm of nther pures

ITeesgotion committess showll b2 uard
La deaw 10 all these committed o che
sLrugmes . jrocspiaclive of whether they ane
in QOHSE, MUPE. the BCXN ar wharever, oo
Bzl an ke COHSE aciior.

They sl ld dechde on manmmg kevels
end emiersecicy provisiona wludle induscrial
sotinm &5 in progeess, shauld codrdindte
with orher haspital warkers, and should
make every effor to gam soppare from
wther wedios ol e working elass,

The apporiiniies created by
COHSE's racativp stdkees shvald be used
to frep mumss b urraiiss sl A pare
(tarcugh Matory gabs mesting:, leatflefiing,
|_1.\,":|||_-:'|r'|'|rl:_rll'|l1:-|,, -] vl I

Lt iz micvies such as this that can win
1he: muesesclatm in fell, end strike o anaper
Blawe ia Jefence of warkess' Fealth Game
elamibards.

recips [or lggmentation and demomlisas
tian, aot o cedlistic pecspective for stroggl=.

It is shll posible that Blinglor will
com lenise iz defianos of the hamwsucacy
by staving aul uneid effective ol London
action hegine. The instracikn from the
Ensctive falkiws union secrelary Geoll-
1 Drain’s Fallure to perswads the Tranch
o po back busl wsck [F Tdinglony seays
aut, widespread sapporl mist e develap-
2d both to booszl their stnsggle and 1o com
peitagie far the removal of sirike pay.

Thie latesr devekapimenis npen wp i
nacbanal perspevtive ol srraggle l::nr lwth °
the Lendon and the aatienal cleims,
Linked extensise arrike achion all over
the countsy coabd @=op the halanocs
azainsd the emplovers” manosuvres and
the aremicTtals’ pussy-Taaring rachics.

Islington is in the process ol cenlacting
elher witlen branck=s in Landaon to discwss
the carrving forwerd of action. This Zind of
inidd ines s e weed ad in ether areps &0
thet support For the Lomdan actin cain
vz exderded, ood the ope-Jay poodest
strike turcesd indo more ellective $irke
ackion. With the narses now coming inta
strapgle the possinline of farming jaand
acdion commirtees e Oeht Cor all
the chuims must be azizsd an e militass
i eveTy anza.

ALaM BENKETT
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